
The Mississippi State Capitol 
was packed last week as citi-
zens from across the state came 
to make their voices heard at the 
final public hearing on redistrict-
ing.

People filled the hearing room 
and spilled into the hallways as 
students, senior citizens, commu-
nity leaders, fraternity members, 
Republicans, Democrats and 
voting-rights advocates gathered 
before the Mississippi Joint Leg-
islative Redistricting and Reap-
portionment Committee.

The overwhelming message 
from those who testified was 
clear: Leave our maps alone.

The Oct. 1 hearing was the 
last of eight public hearings held 
across Mississippi as lawmakers 
consider redrawing political dis-
tricts in the middle of the decade.

Earlier that day, opponents 
gathered across the street from 
the Capitol on the lawn in front 
of the Mississippi Supreme Court 
Building for the Rally for Fair 
Maps.

Massive four-foot letters 

spelling “LEAVE OUR MAPS 
ALONE” stretched across the 
lawn, creating a striking back-
drop with the Mississippi State 
Capitol behind them.

The rally was followed by a 
march to the Capitol ahead of the 
6 p.m. hearing.

Organizations participating in 
the day’s activities included the 
ACLU of Mississippi, Mississippi 
Votes Action Fund, Mississippi 
Center for Justice, One Voice, 
Mississippi Impact Coalition, 
JXN People’s Assembly, Missis-
sippi Black Women’s Roundtable, 
Southern Poverty Law Center 
and Fair Fight Action.

Students from Jackson State 
University, Tougaloo College 
and Millsaps College were also 
among those who came to make 
their voices heard.

Gliding and echoing in the air 
are conversations from Jackson 
State University Tigers about 
their 2026 Homecoming Cele-
bration – “Thee Greatest Show,” 
slated for October 10-17. This 
exultant moment peaks with Ti-
gers’ confidence. High marks 
that spelled SUCCESS captivat-
ed the large crowd attending the 
JSU Homecoming Press Con-
ference in the Terry L. Woodard 
Ballroom A, 3rd Floor, Student 
Center on the campus this past 
Monday at 2:00 p.m. 

“This year’s theme – “Thee 
Greatest Show” – perfectly 
captures the energy, pride, ex-
cellence, and excitement that 
make Jackson State University’s 
Homecoming experience un-
like any other,” stated JSU’s 
President, Dr. Denise J. Grego-
ry. Those vibrant elements are 
echoed by the Campus Activities 
Board President, Buyuna Carter. 
Carter is a senior Business Ad-
ministration major. 

Miss JSU, Kamryn Patterson, 
had this to say, “Being able to 
represent my institution as we 
bring in 150 years is such an hon-
or, especially because the tiger 
village that raised me will all be 

in town.” Patterson then denoted 
her view of the 2026 Homecom-
ing Celebration. “I believe that 
this year’s homecoming will be 
the best one yet, hence the theme 
being “Thee Greatest Show.”  

“We are excited about all the 
wonderful activities happening 
during homecoming and “Thee 
Greatest Show.” We anticipate 
thousands of visitors and an eco-
nomic boost for businesses and 
the community. There are sev-

eral events from the step show 
to the parade that will definitely 
make this year’s festivities one 
to remember, voiced Dr. Heather 
Denne, Director of Government 
and Community Engagement.” 

Tiger pride and spirited events 
are the marks of success hon-
ored by students, alumni, fans, 
supporters, and the greater com-
munity. The JSU calendar is re-
plete with scheduled activities 
throughout the duration of the 

week-long (October 10-17) cel-
ebration. During the media brief-
ing, a number of events were 
highlighted, including (1) The 
Coronation of Mr. and Miss JSU 
and the Royal Court; (2) Alumni 
and student engagement activi-
ties; (3) The Annual Homecom-
ing Parade; and (4) The Home-
coming football game – Tigers 
vs. SWAC rival Florida A&M 

The Grand Opening Cer-
emony and Ribbon-Cutting 
was held for Farish Street 
Green at 10AM Monday, Oc-
tober 5, 2026, with organizers, 
project partners, implemen-
tors, and community members 
– nearly 100 people on hand. 
The Farish Street Green is lo-
cated on Farish Street between 
Amite Street and James Mer-
edith Drive and is labeled on 
Google Maps as Farish Street 
Courtyard.

Dr. Dominika Parry is the 
founding president and CEO 
of 2CMississippi, an environ-
mental economist and pas-
sionate about climate change. 
After determining that there 
are many urban heat islands 
in Jackson, she brought to-
gether a host of partners to 
begin addressing the impacts 
of climate change. There was 
significant community out-
reach conducted and citizens 
decided that the urban heat 
island on Farish Street should 
be addressed first. The Green 
is filled with trellis’s, trees, 
benches, a stage, and more. 
After an opening prayer by the 
Executive Director of Farish 
Street Community of Shalom, 
Minister Dorothy Davis, Nic 
Lott, Communications Direc-
tor for the City of Jackson gave 
remarks. He shared regrets 
that Jackson Mayor John Ho-
rhn could not attend because 
he was at the ribbon-cutting 
for Canopy Children’s Solu-
tion, CARES Center Expan-
sion.

Ward 7 Councilman Kevin 
Parkinson shared, “the very 
first ground-breaking that I 
attended was for this park. 
Ribbon-cuttings are always 
better than groundbreakings 
because groundbreakings tell 
you the work that we are go-
ing to do, and ribbon-cuttings 
show you the work that we 
have done. He spoke about 
heat resiliency, “if you are sit-
ting here today saying to your-
self, I hope this event wraps up 
before it gets too hot – that is 
the whole point. By 2050, in 
Jackson, Mississippi, a third 
of our days will have a heat in-
dex of ninety degrees or more. 
You will experience days with 
a heat index of 100 degrees or 
more in the month of May. We 
need to be prepared, and that 
is what this project is all about. 
It is designed to help cool the 
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Farish Street Green 
– Ribbon Cutting 
Years in the making, this beautiful 

Green Space is now open to the public

Jackson State University 
announces 2026 Homecoming 

Celebration, “Thee Greatest Show” 
By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D. 
Contributing Writer

By Christopher Young 
Contributing Writer
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Mississippi roots hit Broadway 
in School Girls; or The African 
Mean Girls Play 
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By Edelia J. Carthan, Ed.D.
Contributing Writer

Mississippians pack Capitol to say:
‘Leave Our Maps Alone’ 

Four-foot letters spelling “LEAVE OUR MAPS ALONE” stand on the Mississippi Supreme Court lawn with the Missis-
sippi State Capitol in the background before the Rally for Fair Maps on Oct. 1, 2026. PHOTO BY DR. EDELIA J. CARTHAN

The Mississippi Joint Legislative Redistricting and Reapportionment Com-
mittee holds its final public redistricting hearing at the Mississippi State 
Capitol on Oct. 1, 2026. Citizens packed the hearing to provide testimony on 
proposed mid-decade redistricting.
SCREENSHOT FROM MISSISSIPPI LEGISLATURE LIVESTREAM

WATCH THE FULL HEARING ONLINE: 

MISSISSIPPI JOINT REDISTRICTING HEARING – OCT. 1, 2026⁠ HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/
LIVE/CBL6OS-GY2K?IS=55XNOWTFAL_PB0Q- 

Farish Street Green – ready for the public.

Dr. Dominika Parry. 

 Dr. Dewey A. Handy.

Ms. Dorothy Davis.

Mrs. Martha Handy. 

Mr. James Brandon Davis – 2026 
Mister Forest Hill High School. 
PHOTOS: CHRISTOPHER YOUNG. 

Dr. Mark Henderson excites the crowd with his brief act, “The Greatest Show.”  PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON
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Young women at the cross-
roads of innocence and adult-
hood experience life on various 
levels that cannot be backtracked. 
They often find themselves be-
tween the two while delving into 
the reality of situations in which 
they encounter. That is what oc-
curs in Jocelyn Bioh’s comedic 
play, “School Girls; or The Afri-
can Mean Girls Play.”  

On Broadway since Sep-
tember 8th through November 
15, 2026, the play, directed by 
Whitney White, is in the Aburi 
Mountains of central Ghana at 
the Aburi Girls Boarding School 
in 1986. Self-examination of 
the meaning of Black woman-
hood is the overarching element 
throughout the acts and scenes. 
Filtering through are Black sis-
terhood and exceptionalism 
engulfed with pain and anger, 
while Black women strive to be 
the best, but simultaneously fall 
short of less qualified women. 
The other end of the spectrum 
reflects self-examination in a 
world that portrays Black wom-
en as “less than,” devalued, or 

muted.  
Four young actresses – Lu-

cia Aremu, Nia Otchere-Sarfo, 
Erin Morton, and Jordan Rice 
– are debuting on Broadway’s 
Manhattan Theatre Club at the 
Samuel J. Friedman Theatre. 
Aremu (Ama) labeled partici-
pation in “School Girls; or The 
African Mean Girls Play” ex-
traordinary and “fully Black 
women.” Otchere-Sarfo realizes 
from her character Gifty that her 
role of silence allows the person 
with a problem to “have the mi-
crophone.” Thus, the right thing 
to do is to remain quiet while the 
problem character speaks. Mor-
ton was born in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, and Rice has Missis-
sippi roots via her grandparents’ 
lineages. Morton acknowledged 
that she was thrilled for people 
to witness the show and that by 
playing the character Nana, “I 
like to think that I’m healing 
my inner child.” A University of 
Cincinnati’s College-Conserva-
tory of Music student, Morton 
went viral for her performance 
of Radiohead’s “Creep.” Soon 
after, she landed the role of Mar-
tha Dunnstock in “Heathers the 

Musical at New World Stages” 
and was featured on the Tamron 
Hall Show in 2025.   

       Rice hails from Atlanta, 
GA and started acting at age 10 
as a member of the Youth En-
semble of Atlanta (YEA). She 
began her film debut at age 11 
in Ava Du Vernay’s “Selma.” 
She recently portrayed Joann in 
the upcoming film “Rescued” 
and Marie Ndiaye in the Broad-
way tour of “Jaja’s African Hair 
Braiding, which earned her a 
Helen Hayes Award nomina-
tion in 2025. Founder of More to 
See Productions, a film and TV 
production company focused on 
bringing stories from marginal-
ized communities to the screen, 
the actress was recognized as a 
2024 Southeast Emmy nominee 
for Talent Performance and a 
2020 Young Arts theatre winner.  

Rice expressed gratitude to 
seasoned castmates. She ex-
emplified confidence in Bioh’s 
writing that depicts rhythms and 
relationships. On the other hand, 
“Every day feels like a master 
class in so many different ways,” 
she asserted while praising the 
experienced castmates for shar-

ing information regarding con-
tracts, Actors’ Equity rules and 
how to build a sustainable career.  

Dene’e Benton (Paulina Sar-
pong), Jasmine Amy Rogers 
(Ericka Boafo), Heather Alicia 
Simms (Headmistress Francis), 
other castmates, come with their 
distinctions. Benton is a Critics 
Choice – and Tony Award-nomi-
nated actress known for dynamic 
performances across screen and 
stage. Tony award-nominated 
actress Rogers received Drama 
Desk, Outer Critics Circle and 
Theatre World Awards for her 
Broadway debut in the titular role 
in Boop! The Musical, garnering 
“a star is born” acclaim. Simms 
starred in the Tony-nominated 
Broadway revival of “Purlie Vic-
torious” and was an original cast 
member of the Pulitzer Prize-
winning “Fairview” (Soho Rep/
TFANA). She has landed a num-
ber of Broadway productions. 

Patina Miller (Eloise Ampon-
sah) earned a Tony Award for 
Best Performance by an Actress 
in a Leading Role in a Musical 
in the 2013 revival of “Pippin.” 
She was a Theatre Award win-
ner, and in TV/film casts include 

“Madam Secretary,” “Mercy 
Street,” “Word Party,” “All My 
Children,” etc. Onyi Aba (u/s 
Gifty, Mercy, Nana), born in 
Nigeria, is a Los Angeles-based 
actress whose credits span stage 
and screen. Lesha M. Daniels 
(Paulina Sarpong, Ama) is a 
proud first-generation Liberian 
American who earned her BFA 
in acting from Howard Universi-
ty’s Chadwick A. Boseman Col-
lege of Fine Arts. Like Aba, she 
is honored to make her Broad-
way debut in “School Girls; or 
The African Mean Girls Play.” 

Victoire Charles (u/s Headmis-
tress Francis, Eloise Amponsah) 
was born and raised in NYC to 
proud Haitian immigrants. Her 
Broadway and regional tour in 
theatre is “Jaja’s African Hair 
Braiding.” Other acting occurred 
in “Golden Age (MTC); “Ru-
ined” (MTC, Intiman Theatre, 
Geffen Playhouse); “Moby Dick 
Rehearsed,” etc. Victoria Pekel 
(u/s Ericka Boafo) most recently 
appeared as Phyllis Terrell/Rob-
in on the Suffs first national tour 
and Lady in Blue in Lincoln Cen-

ter’s 50th anniversary concert of 
“For Colored Girls.” She is a re-
cent Yale University graduate.  

Playwright Jocelyn Bioh is an 
award-winning, Tony Award-
nominated Ghanaian American 
writer/performer from New York 
City. Her recent work is “Jaja’s 
African Hair Braiding” (MTC) 
which premiered on Broadway 
in 2023 and earned five Tony 
nominations, including Best 
Play, along with nominations 
from the Drama Desk, Drama 
League and Outer Critics Circle. 
Launching a multi-city U.S. tour 
in 2024, the play made its U.K. 
debut at the lyric Hammersmith 
Theatre in London in 2026. 

Rice’s relatives and friends 
from Mississippi and Texas at-
tended “School Girls; or The 
African Mean Girls Play,” one 
of their sites. They voiced that 
they were happy to witness the 
play in that it focused on charac-
ter, strength, determination, and 
wisdom. Also, bridging the gap 
between innocence and adult-
hood allowed them to recall their 
growing years.   

Mississippi roots hit Broadway in School 
Girls; or The African Mean Girls Play 

Cast of School Girls; or The African Mean Girls Play, now playing on Broadway.

Actress, Jana Rice (center) with parents, 
Damian & Dana Rice at the Samuel J. Fried-
man Theatre.  PHOTO BY JANICE NEAL-VINCENT.

Play Attendees from MS and TX  (Seated L-R)  Janice-Neal Vincent; 
Dana Rice & Ramona Jones. (Standing L-R) Jessica Neal,  Autry Rich-
mond; Actress Jordan Rice; Lisa Dobbins; and Vivica Thompson . 
PHOTO BY DAMIAN RICE

Women for Progress of MS, 
Inc., in partnership with the Two 
Mississippi Museums, will host 
the city’s annual Kwanzaa Cel-
ebration at the Two Museums,  
Friday, December 26, 2025, at 
5:30 p.m. 

The event is free and open to 
the public and will bring togeth-
er local communities to honor 
African American heritage and 
the principles.  

Jackson Mayor John Horhn 
will serve as the 2025 Kwan-

zaa Griot. Griots are guides for 
Kwanzaa, and their roles are root-
ed in respect for them as commu-
nity storytellers, historians, and 
cultural keepers who preserve 
and share heritage through spo-
ken word and music. 

“For more than four decades, 
Kwanzaa has been a cornerstone 
of our work,” said Willie Jones, 
President of Women for Progress 
of MS, Inc. “Partnering with the 
Two Mississippi Museums al-
lows us to celebrate culture in a 
space that honors our past and 

strengthens our future through 
community connection.” 

The program will also hon-
or Dr. Mark G. Henderson, 
founder of MADDRAMA, 
a nationally recognized cre-
ative troupe founded at Jackson 
State University and is known 
for its powerful use of artistic 
expression to educate, inspire, 
and engage audiences across the 
country. 

The evening will feature live 
cultural performances, food, and 
interactive activities for all ages.  

As the end-of-the-year holi-
days approach, Jackson-Med-
gar Wiley Evers International 
Airport (JAN) is preparing for 
what is expected to be a very 
busy two-week travel period. 
Peak travel is set to begin Fri-
day, December 19th, and con-
tinue through Sunday, January 
4th.  

“At JMAA, our great part-
ners at TSA and FAA, along 
with experienced JMAA staff, 
strive to make travelers com-
fortable knowing that their safe 
and effi cient travel is of para-
mount importance at JAN,” 
said Rosa Beckett, CEO at the 
Jackson Municipal Airport Au-
thority. “We endeavor each day 
to deliver exceptional travel 
experiences for all guests and 
will continue to ensure your 
journey through JAN is as 
seamless as possible. We wish 
all our Mississippi travelers 
and visitors a great holiday sea-
son and 2026.” 

To ensure a smooth travel 
experience during this busy 
holiday period, the Jackson 
Municipal Airport Authority 
(JMAA) encourages all pas-
sengers to arrive at least two 
(2) hours before their fl ight 
departures. This allows ample 
time for parking and security 

procedures and permits travel-
ers to grab a bite to eat, enjoy 
a beverage, or pick up any last-
minute travel essentials on both 
the East and West concourses. 
JAN boasts several nationally 
recognized concession loca-
tions, including Dunkin’ and 
Sam Adams.  

JAN’s world-class airlines, 
including American, Delta, 
Southwest, and United, still 
have some seats remaining for 
any last-minute travelers. So, 
don’t hesitate to contact them 
or your favorite travel planning 
professionals for trip options. 
To get the latest travel informa-
tion and updates, passengers 
can follow Jackson-Medgar 
Wiley Evers International Air-
port on social media channels 
@JacksonAirports or visit 
www.iFlyJackson.com. For 
inquiries regarding permitted 
holiday items and Transporta-
tion Security Administration 
checkpoint rules, please visit 
www.TSA.gov. 

Jackson-Medgar Wiley 
Evers International Airport of-
fers a wide range of convenient 
parking options to meet pas-
sengers’ needs, including: 

 • Garage parking: $19 per 
day (at the terminal) 

 • Surface lot: $17 per day (a 
short few minutes’ walk into 
the terminal) 

• Long-term lot: $13 per day 
(with free shuttle service) 

 • Complimentary 10-minute 
parking in any lot; hourly fees 
begin at 11 minutes  

For added convenience, JAN 
continues to provide free Cell 
Phone parking as visitors await 
arriving passengers. This loca-
tion is accessible by turning 
left on Cross Street, just before 
International Drive splits at the 
surface lot. The Parking De-
partment at JAN can be reached 
directly for real-time holiday 
availability and additional in-
formation at 601.360.8690. 

 Happy Holidays to all and 
thanks for fl ying JAN!  
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Kwanzaa celebration invites 
communities to an evening 

of culture and connection in 
the Capital City 

JMAA expects a busy end-of-
the-year holiday travel period 

for Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers 
International Airport (JAN)

Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi Link Newswire

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer 



surrounding community – you can check the data yourself; this is a 
hot spot in our city…”

Dorothy Davis, Executive Director and Board President of Farish 
Street Community of Shalom, shared, “it is so good to be known, for 
the right reasons…this project actually started in the year of COVID 
– 2020. We had to go on pause for a while, but we did not give up the 
fight. People question some of these buildings, comments about so 
much negativity, but I feel that God has blessed us to call this home, 
and I just don’t feel that He is going to leave us back. This will be a 
place of refuge, a place of celebration. As I drive through Jackson, I 
see all these other areas being built up, so why not our Historic Dis-
trict…out of the ashes we shall rise.”

Davis brought forth James Brandon Davis to assist her in unveiling 
a placard with a photo of Dr. Dewey A. Handy, who had served on the 
board of directors for fifteen years before his passing and was deeply 
involved in the early years of the project. She announced that Farish 
Street Green is dedicated in loving memory to Dr. Handy.

The Farish Street Community of Shalom includes 2CMississippi, 

Jackson Redevelopment Authority, Gulf Coast Housing, New Hope 
MB Church, Central United Methodist Church, Blair Street AME 
Zion Church, People’s Funeral Home, Marshall’s Music and Book-
store, Big Apple Restaurant, Johnny T’s Bistro and Lounge, Mt. Helm 
Baptist Church, and Farish Street Baptist Church.

Alex Lawson, CEO and Executive Director of Jackson Redevelop-
ment Authority (JRA), shared, “yes, you made my pitch for me, please 
come and buy these buildings. This was an underused space on one 
of the most historic streets in our city. It’s now a place where people 
can gather comfortably, a place where they can bring life back to this 
area. Some of the people that envisioned this space were eyewitnesses 
to Farish Street at its peak…government doesn’t always have to have 
the idea, sometimes the community has the idea and our responsibil-
ity is to listen…all across our country, communities that often have 
the least protection from the heat often have been Black communities 
and lower-income communities. It’s not simply about beautification. 
This is infrastructure…”

Professor Jassen Callender, Director of Mississippi State University 

Jackson Community Design Center, in partnership from the onset of 
the project, focused on gratitude. “The School of Architecture at MSU 
next year will celebrate 50 years in Jackson. It was one of the visions 
of the founders of the school that our students could come here and 
learn from a mid-sized American city and what it takes to revitalize 
mid-sized American cities. Our students come away with a love for 
places like this and an understanding of things that are possible…”

Just prior to the actual ribbon-cutting, James Brandon Davis was 
introduced as a young person involved with this project. “I’m James 
Brandon Davis and I am from the University of South Jackson and the 
Myrle Evers Community Development Center. This is a change for 
the better in Jackson. I have worked on the project for three years…” 
In a complete surprise, he was offered a $3,000 stipend to help with 
his continued education.

Project partners for Farish Street Green are Farish Street Communi-
ty of Shalom, Jackson Redevelopment Authority, City of Jackson Mis-
sissippi, Mississippi State University School of Architecture, CAPA 
Strategies, and Jackson Community Design Center. 

Opposition and concerns about mid-decade redistricting were not 
limited to Democrats.

Women affiliated with Republican organizations also testified. 
Lisa Givens, representing the Mississippi Federation of Republican 
Women, spoke about the country’s history of racial discrimination 
and cautioned against replacing one racial division with another. She 
also referenced the 14th and 15th Amendments.

The men of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. showed up strong as 
well, with members testifying during the hearing about voting rights 
and representation.

But some of the most powerful words came from Mississippi citi-
zens connecting the current debate to the state’s past.

Twenty-one-year-old Jackson State University student Jakari Hol-
land drew a direct connection between what was happening inside the 
Capitol and what happened generations earlier.

“They did this 60 years ago because of racism and white suprema-

cy,” Holland said.
For another citizen, the hearing brought back memories of an earlier 

struggle.
She said what was happening was “taking her back.”
“Here we are 50 years later fighting the same fight,” she said.
The comments reflected the history surrounding any debate about 

voting rights in Mississippi.
Sixty years ago, Black Mississippians were fighting discriminatory 

practices that restricted access to the ballot and diminished Black po-
litical power. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 became one of the land-
mark achievements of that struggle.

The latest redistricting debate follows the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
April 29 decision in Louisiana v. Callais. The Court held that Section 
2 of the Voting Rights Act did not require Louisiana to create the ad-
ditional majority-Black congressional district at issue and found the 
challenged map unconstitutional.

Shortly after the decision, Gov. Tate Reeves moved toward calling 
Mississippi lawmakers into a special session to consider redistricting. 
The special session was later canceled.

Reeves subsequently wrote on X that he expected “lawmakers to 
redraw congressional lines BETWEEN NOW and 2027 elections!”

That possibility has raised a fundamental question among oppo-
nents: Why redraw Mississippi’s political boundaries now?

Citizens packed the Capitol October 1 to provide their own answer.
They came from different generations, colleges, organizations and 

political backgrounds. They did not necessarily oppose redistricting 
for the same reasons, but speaker after speaker expressed concern 
about changing Mississippi’s maps in the middle of the decade.

Outside the Capitol, four-foot letters had already delivered their 
message.

Inside, Mississippians delivered it themselves.
Leave our maps alone. 
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University. Both the parade and the football game will 
be held on October 17, 2026. 

According to Dr. Hilliard Lackey (Professor of Ur-
ban Higher Ed.), “As tradition, JSU will have a dazzling 
display of scholarship, and the community will display 
the tenor of the times.” Lackey will serve as grand mar-
shal for the parade. He stands ready for the forthcoming 
events. 

Additional events will be announced during the days 
to come. Community groups, marching units, Alumni 
Chapters, local businesses, and regional organizations 
are welcome to participate in the Annual JSU Home-
coming Parade. Visit the university portal at jsuhome-
coming-parade-2026. For a complete list of Homecom-
ing events, visit https://jsuhomecoming.jsums.org. 

Homecoming
Continued from page 1

Farish Street
Continued from page 1

Maps
Continued from page 1

Miss JSU, Kamryn Patterson and Ruyuna Carter, Senior Busi-
ness Administration Major. PHOTO BY JANICE NEAL-VINCENT

Seated with President Gregory (far right) were speakers from Visit 
Jakson and JSU Staff. .

Dr. Hilliard Lackey and 
Dr. Denise J. Gregory. 
PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON 
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Gwendolyn Nero Loper lived a life rooted in 
faith, family, education, and service. Born Au-
gust 17, 1930, in Greenwood, Mississippi, she 
was the daughter and last surviving sibling of fif-
teen children born to the late Malinda and Willis 
Nero. She was raised with a strong connection to 
faith and community, attending Wesley United 
Methodist Church, a historic Black church where 
her grandfather was one of the founding trust-
ees in 1878. Those early roots helped shape the 
values of service and responsibility that would 
remain with her throughout her life. 

After graduating from Greenwood High 
School in 1946, Gwendolyn attended Tougaloo 
College, graduating cum laude in 1952 with a 
degree in Sociology. She continued her educa-
tion at Howard University in Washington, D.C., 
becoming the first Black recipient of a Master of 
Social Work degree in 1955. 

After graduating from Howard, she returned 
to Mississippi and became actively involved in 
the Civil Rights movement through local and 
national civic organizations. She also began 
what would become a distinguished career in so-
cial work, advocating for social justice, mental 
health, and the welfare of children and families. 

She became the first Black social worker em-
ployed at Mississippi’s G.V. “Sonny” Montgom-
ery Veterans Affairs Medical Center, where she 
worked until retiring in June 1995. 

Her leadership extended throughout Missis-
sippi. In 1974, she became the first Black woman 
appointed to a major state board when Governor 
William Waller named her to the State Board of 
Mental Health. She served for 20 years, receiv-
ing reappointments from Governors William 

Winter and Bill Allain. In 1975, she also became 
the first Black woman to serve as president of the 
YWCA Board of Directors in Jackson following 
the integration of its facilities. 

Her commitment to service was reflected 
through her involvement with numerous organi-
zations. She was a charter member of the Jack-
son National Council of Negro Women, the Mis-
sissippi Chapter of the National Association of 
Social Workers, and the Academy of Certified 
and Licensed Clinical Social Workers of Missis-
sippi. She also maintained lifetime memberships 
in the NAACP, National Council of Negro Wom-
en, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., and the 
Tougaloo College National Alumni Association. 

Within Delta Sigma Theta, she served as a lo-
cal President and was named Delta Woman of 
the Year in 1965. She was also named Tougaloo 
Alumna of the Year in 1975 and served as Presi-
dent of the Jackson Tougaloo Alumni Club. 

Her decades of service brought numerous hon-
ors. She was named Mississippi Social Worker 
of the Year in 1976 and received a Woman Activ-
ist Award in 1980 and a Black Woman’s Political 
Action Community Service Award in 1990. She 
was recognized in George Sewell’s Black His-
tory Makers in Mississippi in 1985 and inducted 
into the Tougaloo National Alumni Hall of Fame 
in 1992. 

In 1994, Delta Sigma Theta honored her as 
one of 81 Living Legends who had made a dif-
ference in the lives of others. The following year, 
the Hudspeth Regional Center named its admin-
istration building the Gwendolyn Nero Loper 
Administration Building in recognition of her 
dedicated service to Mississippi’s State Board of 
Mental Health. It was the first time a building in 
Mississippi had been named for a social worker 
and a living legend. 

As an advocate for the welfare of children and 
families, her early working life moved through 
schools and social services. She worked as a sec-
retary and grade school teacher in Greenwood 
and Laurel, Mississippi, and served as a psychi-
atric social worker. Gwendolyn also helped pre-
pare the next generation of practitioners. As a 
field instructor, she worked with graduate level 

social work students at Jackson State Universi-
ty and other institutions of higher education in 
MS. Mentoring was a way to pass on her experi-
ences and to strengthen the profession she loved 
throughout the state.  

Her professional achievements continued to be 
recognized. She received the Mississippi Chap-
ter of the National Association of Social Work-
ers’ Lifetime Achievement Award in 1997 and 
was named an Outstanding Alumna by How-
ard University School of Social Work in 1998. 
She received special recognition for exemplary 
service at the School of Social Work at Jackson 
State University in 1999. In 2000, the National 
Association of Social Workers recognized her 
in Washington, D.C., as a pioneer in the field of 
social work. 

Tougaloo College remained an important part 
of her life. In 2003, she received the college’s 
Presidential “Meritorious Leadership Award” for 
her dedication and service to the citizens of Mis-
sissippi. In 2013, she was recognized at the Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated Centennial 
National Convention for her community service, 
educational achievements, and political/social 
action. That same year, the Mary S. Nelums 
Foundation recognized her as a Trailblazer for 
her contributions to social work in Mississippi. 
In 2017, Tougaloo College honored her with its 
Chairman’s Award for extraordinary leadership 
in advancing a project or cause aligned with the 
college’s strategic goals. 

For Gwendolyn Loper, service was never sim-
ply about professional accomplishments or rec-
ognition. It was a way of life and an expression 
of the values she carried with her from child-
hood. 

Family was at the center of that life. 
She was married to the late Melvin Loper and 

was the mother of three children:  Rodney (who 
preceded her in death), Hubert and Gerrilyn.  
She was also the proud grandmother of eight 
grandchildren, nineteen great-grandchildren, 
and two great-great-grandchildren. Her love and 
devotion to her family, particularly her grand-
children, remained among her greatest sources 
of joy and one of the crowning achievements of 

her life. 
Her faith was equally enduring. She remained 

an active member of Farish Street Baptist 
Church for more than 60 years and continued her 
involvement with Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc., the Grand Slam Bridge Club, the E.B. Topp 
Circle, and the Jackson Chapter of The Links, 
Incorporated. 

In September 2025, she received the Woman 
of Faith Award from the Circle of Faith Ministry 
of Farish Street Baptist Church, a fitting recogni-
tion of a life guided by faith, service, and devo-
tion to others. 

Throughout her more than nine decades of 
life, Gwendolyn remained committed to what 
she described as her life’s purpose: “giving, be-
coming and doing.” She gave of herself to her 
family, profession, church, and community. She 
became a trailblazer who opened doors for oth-
ers. And she did the work of improving the lives 
of those around her. 

Her hope had been to publish a memoir of her 
life as a legacy to her family. This story serves 
that purpose and will become a living legacy and 
a gift to the family she loved, the communities 
she served, the profession she helped advance 
and the generations she inspired.  

Gwendolyn Nero Loper devoted her life to 
serving others, and in doing so, left behind more 
than a record of accomplishments. She left an 
example—a life of faith, purpose, perseverance, 
resilience, and love that will continue to be car-
ried forward by those who knew and loved her. 

Visitation for Gwendolyn Loper will be held  
Friday, October 9,  2026 at Collins Northside 
Chapel, 461 W. Northside Drive in Jackson from 
11:00 AM – 7:00 PM;  Family & Friends Hour, 
from 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM,  and Omega Omega 
Service at 6:00 PM.  

Viewing will be held at Farish Street Baptist 
Church, 619 North Farish Street in Jackson from 
10:00 AM-10:45 AM followed by Homegoing 
Service at 11:00 AM. The Interment will be at 
Garden Memorial Park, 8001 Highway 49 in 
Jackson at 12:30 PM. 

Gwendolyn Nero Loper: A Life of 
“Giving, Becoming and Doing” 

August 17, 1930 – September 30, 2026 

Loper



The mayoral election for Mt. 
Olive, Mississippi, was conduct-
ed on June 3, 2025. Mt. Olive is 
a 75 percent African American 
town in Covington County, and 
Mrs. Marcia Craft Hull, a for-
mer Mt. Olive Alderwoman was 
challenging the white incumbent 
mayor, Cliff Kelly. As reported 
previously by The Mississippi 
Link newspaper, there were 
strong indicators of election ir-
regularities from the onset: bal-
lots being comingled, ballots 
received without postmarks, pho-
tocopied ballots, ballots without 
signatures, and then there was 
a reported ransomware attack 
about an hour before absentee 
voting closed at City Hall. A ran-
somware attack in a town of less 
than 900 souls. You think some 
folks were weaving a web?

Marcia Hull thought so, after 
all, at the polls on election day 
she won 114-67 (63 percent), then 
something interesting happened – 
the absentee ballots came in – 58 
of them – and 51 (88 percent) went 
to the incumbent mayor, bringing 
the totals to 120 for Hull, and 118 
for the incumbent mayor. During 
the prior mayoral election just 
two absentee ballots were cast, 
and now the number catapulted to 
58. Challenger Hull appealed the 
election results to the Covington 
County Circuit Court, where the 
case was heard by senior status 

Judge Lamar Pickard on Novem-
ber 25th, 26th, and December 1, 
2025. It was a sight to see. Eas-
ily half of the dozen witnesses 
called to the stand had memory 
problems, despite the election 
only being five months earlier. 
On January 20, 2026, Pickard is-
sued his ruling, dismissing Hull’s 
case, with prejudice. The judge is 
always the decider of the facts, so 
apparently the elements presented 
did not amount to irregularities in 
his mind.

The trial was over, but Mt. Ol-
ive had not moved on. Everyone 
was so focused on those 58 bal-
lots, the photocopying of ballots, 
and the many other issues, that 

no one was focusing on the vote 
totals, the machine tape versus 
the Official Recapitulation sent to 
the Secretary of State, and an is-
sue of when the polls opened and 
closed – twice – on election day.

The tape from the voting ma-
chine shows that the polls opened 
on June 3, 2025, at 6:37AM, 
and closed at 7:03PM. Another 
tape shows the polls re-opened 
on June 3, 2025, at 7:12PM, and 
re-closed at 7:30PM. The initial 
tape showing Hull with a 120-
118 victory did not stand. By the 
time the three election commis-
sioners; Paula Johnston, Sandra 
Boyd, and Roy Parks, signed the 
Official Recapitulation to be sent 
to the Secretary of State, those 58 
absentee ballots had been added 

again, and now the totals were 
169-126, with the incumbent 
mayor winning reelection. Some-
one, or more than one someone, 
added the absentee ballots to the 
totals a second time. 

Back to these 58 absentee bal-
lots yet again. At the original 
trial, the Mt Olive City Clerk, 
Breyon Magee, testified to com-
piling a list of the absentee vot-
ers by memory – the alleged ran-
somware attack had purportedly 
destroyed the actual record – and 
then delivered her own list to the 
Covington County Circuit Clerk, 
Melissa Duckworth, who accept-
ed and certified the list - which 
was never signed by the Election 
Commissioners - assigned it a 
date of June 2, 2025, and entered 

it into the Statewide Election 
Management System (SEMS). 

Hull is not an attorney or a 
judge, but she knew something 
was greasy at every level of the 
process. Just because a senior sta-
tus Judge dismissed (with preju-
dice) the former alderwoman’s 
case doesn’t mean it’s over. She 
knew there were wrongs commit-
ted and appealed her case to the 
Supreme Court of Mississippi. 

Hearing that the Mississippi 
Attorney General’s Office may 
be involved in investigating the 
election, this writer reached out 
to them, but as of press time had 
not received a response. Addi-
tionally, a message was left for 
the Covington County District 
Attorney, Chris D. Hennis, to 

inquire whether he had received 
any referrals or is involved in any 
way.

The Supreme Court of Missis-
sippi is taking action – the case 
is styled as 2026-EC-00113-SCT 
and can be viewed at https://
courts.ms.gov, under General 
Docket. They ordered the case be 
remanded to correct or modify 
the record, requiring Judge Pick-
ard to convene a hearing which 
was held in Covington County 
August 18, 2026. He ordered 
the Circuit Clerk to produce the 
sealed ballot box, which was 
then in custody of The Supreme 
Court. The sealed ballot box 
contained many items, but “the 
absentee ballot envelopes were 
empty, and the original white 
absentee ballots and purple pa-
per ballots were not found in the 
box.” Pickard gave the Coving-
ton Court Circuit Clerk 10 days 
to respond - and on September 
28, 2026, Hull’s attorney, Scher-
rie L. Prince, petitioned the Su-
preme Court to compel produc-
tion and to supplement the record 
so that it conveys a fair, accurate, 
and complete accounting, and so 
that Hull’s right to a meaningful 
appeal is protected.

This is Mississippi, and it’s not 
over yet. But trying to shut down 
an African American woman 
- an Air Force veteran and busi-
ness owner - with the truth, facts, 
and law on her side, we can call 
that a very bad choice.  

STATE

By Christopher Young
Contributing Writer  

COMMENTARY
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More revelations in 2025 
Mt. Olive Mayoral Election 

Oh, what a wicked web we weave…

 Voting machine tape showing Marcia Craft Hull ahead 120-118, after 
absentee ballots had been added.  . PHOTOS: CHRISTOPHER YOUNG. 

Official Recapitulation showing incumbent Mt. Olive Mayor Cliff Kelly, 
III, winning after the absentee results were added a second time. 
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RESOLUTION BY THE JACKSON 
CITY COUNCIL APPROVING AND 
ADOPTING THE MUNICIPAL BUD-
GET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2025-
2026

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 21-
35-5 of the Mississippi Code Annotated 
of 1972, as amended, the governing 
authorities of each municipality of the 
State of Mississippi shall, not later than 
September 15th of each year, prepare a 
complete budget of the municipal rev-
enues, expenses and working cash bal-
ances estimated for the next fiscal year, 
and shall prepare a statement showing 
the aggregate revenues collected during 
the current year in said municipality for 
municipal purposes; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 21-
35-5 of the Mississippi Code Annotated 
of 1972, as amended, the statement of 
revenue and expenses shall show every 
source of revenue along with the amount 
derived from each source; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 21-
35-5 of the Mississippi Code Annotated 
of 1972, as amended, the budget and 
statement of revenue and expenses shall 
be published at least one (1) time during 
September in a newspaper published in 

the municipality; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 21-

35-5 of the Mississippi Code Annotated 
of 1972, as amended, prior to the adop-
tion of the budget, the governing authori-
ty of each municipality shall hold at least 
one (1) public hearing to provide the gen-
eral public with an opportunity to com-
ment on the taxing and spending plan 
incorporated in the proposed budget; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 21-
35-5 of the Mississippi Code Annotated 
of 1972, as amended, the public hearing 
shall be held at least one (1) week prior to 
the adoption of the budget with advance 
notice and held outside normal work-
ing hours and the advance notice shall 
include an announcement published or 
posted in the same manner as required 
for the final adopted budget; and

WHEREAS, on August 19th and 
26th, 2025, a notice of a public hearing 
on the proposed budget for the upcom-
ing fiscal year for the City of Jackson, 
MS, was advertised in The Clarion Led-
ger. Additionally, on August 21, 2025, 
another notice for the same hearing was 
also published in The Clarion Ledger; 
and

WHEREAS, the required public 

hearing was advertised for and held on 
August 28, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. in Coun-
cil Chambers located in City Hall, 219 
South President Street, Jackson, Missis-
sippi 39201; and

WHEREAS, the proposed budget is 
attached hereto and incorporated by ref-
erence as Exhibit “A”; and

WHEREAS, as mandated by Section 
21-35-9 of the Mississippi Code Anno-
tated of 1972, as amended, the proposed 
budget sets out separately each item for 
which any appropriation of expendi-
tures is authorized to be expended and 
the fund out of which it is to be paid, the 
proposed budget also sets out the total 
amount appropriated and authorized 
to be expended for each fund, the cash 
balance in the fund at the close of the 
present preceding fiscal year, the work-
ing cash balance necessary for the next 
fiscal year, the estimated amount, if any, 
which will accrue to the

fund from sources other than taxa-
tion for the current fiscal year, and the 
amount necessary to be

raised for each fund by tax levy dur-
ing the current fiscal year.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED BY THE GOVERNING 

BODY ACTING
FOR AND ON BEHALF OF THE 

MUNICIPALITY, AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. Declaration of official in-

tent. The City of Jackson, Mississippi, 
hereby declares its official intent to ap-
prove and adopt the Municipal Budget, 
attached hereto and incorporated by ref-
erence as Exhibit “A,” that sets out sepa-
rately each item for which any appro-
priation of expenditures is authorized to 
be expended and the fund out of which 
it is to be paid, the total amount appro-
priated and authorized to be expended 
for each fund, the cash balance in the 
fund at the close of the present preced-
ing fiscal year, the working cash balance 
necessary for the next fiscal year, the 
estimated amount, if any, which will ac-
crue to the fund from sources other than 
taxation for the current fiscal year, and 
the amount necessary to be raised for 
each fund by tax levy during the cur-
rent fiscal year. Section 2. Incidental 
action. The Mayor is authorized to take 
such action as may be necessary to carry 
out the purpose of this Resolution. The 
City of Jackson shall not authorize any 
expenditure of money, and the city clerk 
shall not issue any warrant for the same, 

except for bonds, notes, debts, and inter-
est, after October 1, unless and until this 
budget is finally approved, and such ap-
proval is entered upon the Jackson City 
Council minutes.

Vice President Parkinson moved 
adoption; Council Member Brown-
Thomas seconded.

Yeas – Brown-Thomas, Foote, Hart-
ley, Parkinson and Stokes.

Nays – Clay.
Absent – Grizzell.

ATTEST:
Angela Harris
Municipal Clerk

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed 
qualified Municipal Clerk and lawful 
custodian of records and seal of said 
City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that 
the foregoing is a true and exact copy of 
an Order passed by the City Council at 
its Special Council Meeting September

8, 2026 and recorded in Minute Book 
“7D”.

WITNESS my signature and official 
seal of office, this the 1st day of October 
2026.

Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk
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LEGAL

10/01/2026, 10/08/2026

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT  

ZONING CASE NO. 4343 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice 
is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Hugh J. 
Thomas has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting 
an Use Permit to allow for a tattoo studio and museum within a UTC - Urban Town Center 
(Mixed Use) District on property located at 2763 Old Canton Rd. (Parcel: 47-4-1) in the First 
Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as: 

A certain parcel of land being a part of Lots B and C of the Isham Cade Survey, a 
subdivision according to the map or plat thereof, on file and of record in the office of the 
Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, as now recorded in plat book A at 
Page 229 and Plat Book B at Page 7, and part of Lot 30 of Odeneal Survey, a subdivision 
according to the map or plat thereof, on file and of record in the aforesaid Chancery Clerk’s 
office, as now recorded in Plate Book A at Page 256, and being more particularly described 
as follows: 

Begin at an existing pk nail marking the Northeast corner of the former J.A. Moore one acre 
lot being the Northeast corner of the aforesaid Lot B, Isham Cade Survey; said point also 
being the Southeast corner of that certain parcel of land conveyed to Katherine Rhymes 
Speed described in deed recorded in Deed Book 586 at page 344, on file and of record in 
the aforesaid Chancery Clerk’s office; from said POINT OF BEGINNING, run thence North 
74 degrees 58 minutes 00 seconds West along the North line of said Lot B and along the 
South line of said Speed property for a distance of 116.00 feet to a point on the East face 
of an existing concrete block wall; run thence South 19 degrees 04 minutes 00 seconds 
West along said East face of an existing concrete block wall for a distance of 0.56 feet to 
the Southeast corner thereof; leaving said East face of an existing concrete block wall, run 
thence North 70 degrees 54 minutes 00 seconds West along the South face of said existing 
concrete block wall for a distance of 91.58 feet to a point; leaving said South 19 degrees 46 
minutes 00 seconds West for a distance of 85.94 feet to a set iron pin; run thence South 74 
degrees 49 minutes 48 seconds  East for a distance of 120.11 to a set pk nail being 0.20 
feet northeasterly of the Northwest corner of an existing 1-story brick building located at 
2747 Old Canton Road; run thence South 15 degrees 02 minutes 00 seconds West for a 
distance of 0.20 feet to the Northwest corner of said existing 1-story brick building located 
at 2747 Old Canton Road; run thence South 75 degrees 20 minutes 04 seconds East along 
the North face of said 1-story brick building located at 2747 Old Canton Road and along 
it’s southeasterly extension thereof for a distance of 87.87 feet to a set pk nail in asphalt on 
the West right-of-way line of Old Canton Road; run thence North 19 degrees 42 minutes 00 
seconds East along said West right-of-way line of Old Canton Road for a distance of 79.90 
feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 0.387 acres, more or less. 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson 
Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, October 28, 2026, at which time all 
parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, 
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the 
City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof 
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator 
at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired. 

DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE 
PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  PLEASE EMAIL 
mailto:ERICL@JACKSONMS.GOV TO REGISTER  FOR THE TELECONFERENCE/
VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO OCTOBER 21, 2026. 

WITNESS my signature this 30TH day of September 2026. 

/s/Eric D. Lewis 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

10/08/2026, 10/22/2026

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT  

ZONING CASE NO. 4344 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is 
hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Eddie Lee Jr. 
has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting an Use 
Permit to to allow for an Adult Day Care Center within a R-4 (Limited Multi-family) District 
on property located at 5260 Manhattan Rd. (Parcels 516-12) in the First Judicial District of 
Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as: 

LOT 15, BLOCK 6 NORTH MEADOWS SUBDIVISION, PART 5, (ABANDONED) 
SITUATED IN THE NORTHEAST 1/4, NORTHEAST 1/4, Q654 SECTION 14, TOWNSHIP 
6 NORTH, RANGE 1 EAST, HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, AND BEING MORE 
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 14, BLOCK 5 NORTH MEADOWS 
SUBDIVISION, PART 4, A SUBDIVISION ACCORDING TO A MAP OR PLAT THEROF 
WHICH IS ON FILE AND OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHANCERY CLERK OF 
HINDS COUNTY AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, RUN THENCE SOUTH O DEGREES 06 
MINUTES EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 110 FEET; RUN THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 
54 MINUTES WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 168.98 FEET TO A POINT ON THE EAST 
LINE OF MANHATTAN ROAD; RUN THENCE NOTHERLY AND IN A STRAIGHT LINE 
FOR A DISTANCE OF 110.13 FEET TOP THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF SAID LOT 14; 
RUN THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 54 MINUTES EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 174.30 
FEET AND ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID LOT 14 TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. 

BEING THE SAME REAL PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN THAT CERTAIN SPECIAL 
WARRANTY DEED RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 5013 AT PAGE 913 IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, HAVING 
A STREET ADDRESS OF 5260 MANHATTAN ROAD, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI AND 
BEARING HINDS COUNTY TAX PARCEL 5116-12. 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson 
Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, October 28, 2026, at which time all 
parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, 
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the 
City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof 
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator 
at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired. 

DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE 
PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  PLEASE EMAIL 
mailto:ERICL@JACKSONMS.GOV TO REGISTER  FOR THE TELECONFERENCE/
VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO OCTOBER 21, 2026. 

WITNESS my signature this 2nd day of October 2026. 

/s/Eric D. Lewis 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

10/08/2026, 10/22/2026

LEGAL

ORDINANCE GRANTING SHANTWANETTE AUSTIN A REZONING FROM R-
1 (SINGLE-FAMILY) RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TO C-lA (RESTRICTED) 
COMMERCIAL DISTRICT WITH A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ALLOW 
FOR A COMMERCIAL CHILDCARE CENTER FOR THE PROPERTY 
LOCATED AT 3809 BRITTON AVE. (PARCEL 430-93), CASE NO. 4322.

WHEREAS, Shantwanette Austin has filed a petition to rezone property located at 3809 
Britton Ave. (Parcel 430-93), in the City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds County, 
Mississippi, from R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District to C-lA (Restiicted) Commercial 
Distiict with a Use Pennit allow for a commercial childcare center; and
WHEREAS, the Jackson City Planning Board, after holding the required public hearing, has 
recommended the approval of the rezoning of the property at 3809 Britton Ave. (Parcel 430-
93), from R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District to C-lA (Restricted) Co1mnercial Distiict 
with a Conditional Use Permit to allow for a commercial childcare center; and

WHEREAS, notice was duly and legally given to property owners and interested citizens 
that a meeting of the Council would be held at the City Hall at 2:30 p.m., Monday, April 20, 
2026 to consider said change, based upon the record of the case as developed before the 
Jackson City Planning Board; and

WHEREAS, it appeared to the satisfaction of the City Council that notice of said petition 
had been published in the Mississippi Link on March 5, 2026 and March 19, 2026 that 
a hearing had been held by the Jackson City Planning Board on March 25, 2026, all as 
provided for by ordinances of the City of Jackson and the laws of the State of Mississippi, 
and that the Jackson City Planning Board had recommended the rezoning of the property 
located at 3809 Britton Ave. (Parcel 430-93), from R-1 (Single-Family) Residential Dist1ict 
to C-lA (Restricted) Commercial District with a Conditional Use Permit to allow for a 
commercial childcare center; and

WHEREAS, the Council after having considered the matter, is of the opinion that such 
changes would be in keeping with sound land use practice and to the best interest 
of the City and that there has been a substantial change in the land use character of 
the surrounding area that justifies rezoning the property and there is a public need for 
additional property in that area zoned in accordance with said application since any 
previous City Council action; and

WHEREAS, to, after having considered the matter, is also of the opinion that the proposed 
use is compatible with the character of development in the vicinity relative to density, bulk 
and intensity of structures, parking and other uses, and that a Conditional Use Pennit 
be granted to allow for the operation of a commercial child care center within a C-1A 
(Restricted) Commercial District of the City of Jackson.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI:

SECTION 1. That the property located in the City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds 
County, Mississippi, more particular described as follows:

75 FT OFFS/SLOT 24 NORTH VIEW ADDN PART 3

is hereby modified so as to approve the rezoning of the property located at 3809 Britton 
Ave. (Parcel 430-93 from R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District to C-lA (Restricted) 
Cmmnercial District with a Conditional Use Permit allow for the operation of commercial 
childcare center. The conditions of the Use Permit are that it shall be granted on an annual 
basis; be granted to Shantwanette Austin, the owner/operator of the commercial day care 
center; and that subsequent owners or operators of a commercial day care at this location 
must apply for and receive a new Use Permit and that compliance with adopted Property 
Maintenance, Building, Fire, Law Enforcement and Zoning codes be maintained at all 
times. However, that before for any structure is erected or use thereof on the said property, 
the applicant must meet the requirements established through the Site Plan Review 
process. The Zoning Administrator is ordered to note such change on the Official Zoning 
Map to the City of Jackson, Mississippi.

SECTION 2. That the cost of publication of this Ordinance shall be borne by the petitioner.

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after its passage and 
after publication of same by the petitioner.

Vice President Hartley moved adoption; Council Member Clay seconded. 

Yeas - Clay, Foote, Gtizzell, Hmiley and Parkinson.
Nays-None.
Absent-Brown-Thomas and Stokes.

ATTEST:

Angela Hanis Municipal Clerk
I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualified Municipal Clerk and lawful custodian of 
records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is a true and 
exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its Regular Zoning Council Meeting 
April 20, 2026 and recorded in Minute Book “7D Pgs. 55-56”.

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 28th day of September 2026.
I
Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk
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Final Public Notice of a Proposed Action in a Floodplain 

Queens Area Stormwater Infrastructure Improvements 

City of Jackson Mississippi FEMA Application EMA 2026 PD 006 0004 

The City of Jackson, Mississippi, through its Department of Public Works, proposes 
to undertake stormwater conveyance and flood-risk-reduction improvements in 
the Queens-Magnolia Terrace area of Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi. Federal 
assistance is being considered by the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA). Because portions of the proposed action would be located in or affect a 
FEMA-mapped Special Flood Hazard Area, including Zone AE, FEMA must complete 
the floodplain review required by Executive Order 11988 and 44 CFR Part 9. This final 
notice explains the basis for proceeding with the proposed action and provides the 
public an opportunity to comment before the action is carried out. 

Proposed Action and Purpose 

The proposed action would improve the existing Lynch Creek tributary and the 
connected Magnolia Road and neighborhood drainage system serving Queen Eleanor 
Lane, Queen Christina Lane, Magnolia Road, John Hopkins Avenue, and nearby 
streets. The conceptual scope includes removal of accumulated sediment, debris, and 
obstructive vegetation; approximately 2,000 linear feet of channel improvements and 
regrading; bank and outlet stabilization using approximately 500 tons of riprap and 
erosion-control measures; approximately 600 linear feet of new or upgraded storm-
drain pipe; approximately 80 linear feet of box culvert improvements; approximately 
six inlets, junction structures, headwalls, or related drainage structures; excavation 
and grading; pavement restoration; and seeding, sodding, and site restoration. The 
engineer’s August 2026 benefit-cost memorandum identifies the 25-year storm 
as the intended design level for storm-drain pipe replacement; that performance 
target remains subject to final hydrologic and hydraulic analysis. Exact alignments, 
dimensions, and quantities will be established during survey, hydraulic analysis, 
environmental review, permitting, and final design. 

The purpose is to restore and improve stormwater conveyance, reduce recurring 
localized flooding and erosion, protect homes and public infrastructure, improve access 
for residents and emergency responders, and reduce repeated maintenance and 
damage costs. 

Why the Action Must Affect the Floodplain 

The improvements must be located within and along the existing drainage corridors 
because the flood problem is created by inadequate or obstructed conveyance in 
the Lynch Creek tributary, roadway crossings, storm drains, inlets, and outfalls that 
currently serve the neighborhood. Moving the work outside the floodplain would not 
correct the existing hydraulic deficiencies or protect the affected properties and access 
routes. The proposed work is therefore functionally dependent on its location within or 
adjacent to the existing watercourse and drainage system. 

Significant Facts Considered 

The project materials document recurring flooding of roads, yards, structures, and 
utilities; restricted neighborhood and emergency access during significant rainfall; 
vegetation encroachment, sediment accumulation, erosion, and reduced channel 
capacity; the location of existing public drainage infrastructure; and conceptual maps 
and quantities. Waggoner Engineering’s August 2026 benefit-cost memorandum 
reports five repetitive-loss properties in the Queens-Magnolia Terrace area, with 17 
recorded loss occurrences and $90,646.65 in cumulative paid claims. It also lists 
documented flood dates and 24-hour rainfall measured at Jackson International Airport, 
a nearby gauge rather than an onsite measurement. The benefit-cost analysis models 
damage to wastewater service for 30 customers and residual losses after mitigation; 
those modeling assumptions are not measured flood elevations. The design review 
must consider potential construction effects on the channel, floodplain, vegetation, 
water quality, and aquatic resources and avoid transferring flood risk upstream or 
downstream. 

Alternatives Considered 

No action. Existing flooding, erosion, access restrictions, and maintenance demands 
would continue or worsen. 

Maintenance-only measures. Periodic debris removal, mowing, and localized cleaning 
would provide temporary relief but would not correct undersized or deteriorated 
conveyance features and roadway crossings. 

Isolated spot improvements. Repairing only individual inlets, pipes, culverts, or short 
channel reaches would not address the connected hydraulic system and could shift 
problems to adjacent or downstream locations. 

Relocation outside the floodplain. This alternative is not practicable because the work 
must connect to the existing tributary, drainage corridors, crossings, and outfalls that 
serve the affected neighborhood. 

Proposed integrated improvements. Coordinated channel, culvert, storm-drain, 
structure, stabilization, and restoration work was selected because it provides the most 
complete and practicable reduction of flood and erosion risk while using existing public 
drainage corridors. 

Floodplain Standards and Effects 

Based on the current conceptual design, the proposed action is intended to conform 
to applicable federal, State of Mississippi, and City of Jackson floodplain-protection, 
stormwater, erosion-control, and flood-damage-prevention requirements. Final design 
and construction will be subject to all required City floodplain and land-disturbance 
approvals, Mississippi environmental requirements, FEMA environmental and historic 
preservation conditions, and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers authorization if jurisdictional 
waters or wetlands are affected. 

Construction would temporarily disturb portions of the floodplain and existing drainage 
channel through clearing, excavation, regrading, pipe and structure installation, culvert 
work, and placement of stabilization materials. The completed project is intended 
to improve conveyance and reduce localized flooding, erosion, standing water, and 
damage. The 25-year design target in the benefit-cost memorandum is a planning 
objective, not a verified level of protection. Final hydrologic and hydraulic analysis will 
be used to verify that the design does not create unacceptable adverse upstream or 
downstream effects. 

Mitigation and Monitoring 

Potential adverse effects will be minimized through construction limits, erosion- and 
sediment-control best management practices, stabilized construction access, protection 
of areas outside the approved disturbance limits, appropriate construction sequencing, 
management of excavated material, bank and outlet stabilization, revegetation and 
restoration of disturbed areas, and compliance with permit conditions. Riprap and 
other structural measures will be limited to locations where necessary for erosion 
protection and hydraulic stability. The City will inspect the work during construction and 
will maintain the completed drainage improvements. Wetland and jurisdictional-water 
effects, if identified, will be avoided and minimized to the maximum extent practicable 
and mitigated as required by the applicable reviewing or permitting agency. 

Responsible Organization and Additional Information 

The City of Jackson Department of Public Works is responsible for implementation, 
construction oversight, monitoring, and long-term maintenance of the proposed action, 
with oversight and coordination by the Mississippi Emergency Management Agency and 
FEMA as applicable. Additional information may be obtained from Lorenzo Anderson, 
P.E., Director of Public Works, at (601) 960-1178 or landerson@jacksonms.gov. 

Map and Project Information Available for Inspection 

A conceptual project map and supporting information are available for public inspection 
at the City of Jackson Department of Public Works, Warren Hood Building, 5th Floor, 
200 South President Street, Suite 523, Jackson, Mississippi 39201, Monday through 
Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., excluding City holidays. Please call (601) 960-1178 
before visiting to confirm availability. 

Public Comments 

Written comments concerning the proposed action and its effects on the floodplain or 
wetlands must be received by [10/29/2026]. Comments may be submitted by email to 
landerson@jacksonms.gov or by mail or hand delivery to: 

Lorenzo Anderson P E  Director of Public Works 
City of Jackson Department of Public Works 
200 South President Street  Suite 523 
Jackson Mississippi 39201 
Reference  FEMA Application EMA 2026 PD 006 0004 
 
The City will consider timely comments and provide them to FEMA and MEMA as 
appropriate. In accordance with 44 CFR 9.12, FEMA will wait at least 15 days after final 
notice before carrying out or approving the action, absent good cause. 
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CITY OF JACKSON 

2025/2026 

NOTICE OF GRANT FUNDING  

The City of Jackson’s Office of Housing and Community Development hereby notifies 
interested Applicants of funds available from the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) for the following grants: Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG), Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG), Housing Opportunities for Persons 
With AIDS (HOPWA), and the HOME Investment Partnership Program. 

 The City will conduct an in-person Application/Proposal Workshop session on October 
8, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. at the first Smith Robertson Museum, located at 528 Bloom 
Street, Jackson, MS 39202.  Organizations interested in applying for use of 2025 and 
2026  HUD funds are encouraged to attend the Workshop to receive instructions and 
information on completing the application/proposal.   

Application/Proposal packages for this funding will only be accepted electronically via 
the City of Jackson’s official website platform.  Electronic submission instructions will be 
included in the application instructions.   

Application instructions are available on the City of Jackson’s website.  To download, 
please visit: https://www.jacksonms.gov.   

The deadline to submit all applications electronically is by 5:00 p.m. on Friday October 
23, 2026.   

No application/proposal packages will be accepted at our office or by mail. 

For more details contact the Office of Development Assistance Division at 601-960-
2083. 

10/08/2026



PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now to 
receive a FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. Call 
1-844-316-8630 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  Call: 
1-833-764-2473

OLSHAN FOUNDATION SOLUTIONS. 
Your trusted foundation repair 
experts since 1933. Foundation 
repair. Crawl space recovery. 
Basement waterproofing. Water 
management and more. Free 
evaluation. Limited time up to $250 
off foundation repair. Call Olshan 
1-866-264-5115.

REPAIRING or REPLACING 
APPLIANCES and home systems like 
heating and cooling can be costly. A 
home warranty plan can help. Start 
saving and get 30% off any plan 
today. Workmanship Guarantee 
included. Terms apply. Call Cinch 
Home Services 1-877-967-8980

STRUGGLING WITH STAIRS? 
STAY SAFE AT HOME.  Acorn 
Stairlifts® are the perfect solution 
for arthritis, COPD, and mobility 
challenges. A+ Rated by the BBB. 
Special $250 Savings and a FREE 
In-Home Consultation.  Call 1-877-
309-3903 Today!

AUDIEN HEARING. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 
million happy customers. Call Audien 
1-866-852-2087 

SAFE STEP STAIRLIFTS. Enjoy 
greater independence and stay in 
the home you love. Feel safe on every 
level. $750 off plus FREE installation. 
Made in the U.S.A. Call today for a 
free quote. 1-855-900-6495

DONATE your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-
428-0305 today!

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash 
AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Call today 
for your fair cash offer: 1-601-273-
8545.

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the 
same reliable, nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just 
$20/month. For more information, 
call 1-844-954-4517

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER 
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, 
no data caps, no throttling. Prices 
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100 
gift card when you make the switch.  
Call 1-855-271-5323

END YOUR TAX WORRIES 
today. Let us make your tax 
problem our priority. Scared, stuck 
with high tax amounts? Our A+ tax 
professionals can help. Call for a 
FREE consultation. Call Priority Tax 
now 1- 877-433-7430

WEEK OF OCT 4, 2026

YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN 80 NEWSPAPERS STATEWIDE
Call 601-981-3060 ext. 1 or email mcan@mspress.org

Place your ad in 80 newspapers statewide. Call 601-981-3060 ext. 1 or email mcan@mspress.org

in the home you love.
STAY SAFE

*Not valid on previous purchases. Not valid with any other off ers or discounts. Not valid on refurbished models. 
Only valid towards purchase of a NEW Acorn Stairlift  directly from the manufacturer. $250 discount will be applied 
to new orders. Please menti on this ad when calling. AZ ROC 278722, CA 942619, MN LC670698, OK 50110, OR CCB 
198506, RI 88, WA ACORNSI894OB, WV WV049654, MA HIC169936, NJ 13VH07752300, PA PA101967, AK 134057, 
CT HIC 0656293

1-877-309-3903
®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

A+
Rating

Call today to receive your FREE
in-home consultation!

Arthriti s / COPD suff erers

An Acorn Stairlift is the 
perfect solution for:

Those with mobility issues

Anyone who struggles 
with stairs

$250.00
SPECIAL OFFER

OFF YOUR PURCHASE 
OF A NEW ACORN STAIRLIFT!*

www.themississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 9OCTOBER 8 - 14, 2026
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RESOLUTION DECLARING INTENTION TO INCREASE THE LEVY OF THE 
TOURIST AND CONVENTION TAX CURRENTLY LEVIED ON HOTELS AND 
MOTELS BY ONE PERCENT (1%) AND ON RESTAURANTS BY ONE-HALF 
OF ONE PERCENT (.5%) FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING FUNDS TO 
THE JACKSON CONVENTION AND VISITOR’S BUREAU, AS AUTHORIZED 
BY SENATE BILL 3328, ENACTED BY THE MISSISSIPPI LEGISLATURE 
DURING ITS 2026 REGULAR SESSION, AND SETTING AN ELECTION ON 
THE QUESTION OF WHETHER SUCH TAX SHOULD BE LEVIED. 

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 3328 authorizes the City Council to adopt a resolution declaring its 
intention to levy the increased tourist and convention tax, setting forth the amount of the tax 
to be levied, the date upon which the tax shall become effective, and calling for an election to 
be held on the question of whether the tax should be levied; and 

​WHEREAS, the Mississippi Legislature, during its 2026 Regular Session, passed Senate 
Bill 3328, and Governor Tate Reeves signed Senate Bill 3328 into law on April 8, 2026. 
Senate Bill 3328 extends the repeal date of the local and private law that created the Jackson 
Convention and Visitors Bureau until 2030; and 

​WHEREAS, Senate Bill 3328 further authorizes an increase in the current tourism and 
convention tax levied on the gross proceeds of room rentals of hotels and motels by one 
percent (1%) and on the gross proceeds of sales at restaurants, including but not limited to 
the sale of beer and alcoholic beverages sold to be consumed on the premises, by one-half 
of one percent (.5%); and 

​WHEREAS, before any tax authorized under Section 7(2)(b) of 2026 Senate Bill 3328, the 
governing authorities of the City of Jackson, Mississippi must adopt a resolution declaring 
their intention to levy an increase on the tourist and convention tax on the gross proceeds 
of room rentals of hotels and motels from 1% to 2% and on the gross proceeds of sales at 
restaurants from 1% to 1.5.%; and 

WHEREAS, the taxes authorized by Senate Bill 3328 are levied for the purpose of providing 
funds to the Jackson Convention and Visitor’s Bureau; and 

WHEREAS, the Jackson Convention and Visitors Bureau was created by local and private 
legislation in 1999; and 

WHEREAS, the participation of the Jackson Convention and Visitors Bureau is vital 
to advancing the economic vitality of the City of Jackson and strengthening the City’s 
competitive advantage in recruiting events, meetings, conventions, and activities for current 
and future years; and 

WHEREAS, the Jackson Convention and Visitors Bureau require adequate funding to 
support its endeavors; and 

WHEREAS, increasing the current tourism tax levied on hotels and motels by 1% and on 
restaurants by one-half of one percent (.5%) is reasonable as following the increased levy, 
the total tourist and convention tax levied on the gross proceeds of room rentals of hotels and 
motels will be two percent (2%), and the total tourist and convention tax levied on the gross 
proceeds of sales at restaurants, including but not limited to the sale of beer and alcoholic 
beverages sold to be consumed on the premises, will be one and one-half percent (1.5%); 
and 

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 3328 authorizes the City Council to set a date for the election on the 
question of whether the tax should be levied. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI: 

Pursuant to the provisions of Senate Bill 3328, enacted during the 2026 Regular Session 
of the Mississippi Legislature, the City of Jackson intends to increase the levy of the tourist 
and convention tax levied on the gross proceeds of room rentals of hotels and motels by one 
percent (1%) and on the gross proceeds of sales at restaurants, including but not limited to 
the sale of beer and alcoholic beverages sold to be consumed on the premises, by one-half 
of one percent (.5%). 

Following the increased levy, the total tourist and convention tax levied on hotels and motels 
will be two percent (2%), and the total tourist and convention tax levied on restaurants, 
including but not limited to the sale of beer and alcoholic beverages sold to be consumed on 
the premises, will be one and one-half percent (1.5%). 

An election shall be held on November 3, 2026, on the question of whether the additional tax 
should be levied, where all qualified electors of the City of Jackson may vote. 

The ballot used in such election will include the following brief statement of the amount 
and purposes of the proposed tax levy, the language of which has been approved by the 
Mississippi Secretary of State: 

Shall the City of Jackson increase the tourism tax to support efforts to attract more visitors, 
conventions, sporting events, cultural events, and tourism-related economic activity to 
Jackson by: 

·         Increasing the restaurant and prepared food tax by 0.5%; and 

·         Increasing the hotel, lodging, and vacation rental tax by 1%; 

With the additional revenue dedicated solely to Jackson Convention & Visitors Bureau d/b/a 
Visit Jackson for destination marketing, convention sales, tourism promotion, visitor services, 
and economic development initiatives that generate visitor spending, jobs, and tax revenue 
for the City of Jackson. 

_____ “FOR THE TAX” - YES 

_____ “AGAINST THE TAX” - NO 

The ballot shall also include the words “FOR THE TAX” and, on a separate line, “AGAINST 
THE TAX” and the voters shall vote by placing a cross (x) or check (?) opposite their choice 
on the proposition. 

Upon canvass and certification of the election results, if at least sixty percent (60%) of the 
qualified electors voting in the election vote in favor of the tax, the increased levy shall 
become effective thirty (30) days after the date on which the election results are officially 
certified. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of Council is directed to publish the notice 
of intention and election once each week for at least three (3) consecutive weeks in a 
newspaper of general circulation and the publication of the notice must not be made less than 
twenty-one (21) days before the date of the election, as set forth below, and not more than 
seven (7) days before the election. 

BE IT, FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of Council is directed to furnish a certified copy 
of the resolution evidencing the tax to the Mississippi Department of Revenue at least thirty 
(30) days prior to the effective date of the tax. 

Council Member Stokes moved adoption; Vice President Parkinson seconded. 

Yeas – Brown-Thomas, Clay, Foote, Grizzell, Hartley, Parkinson and Stokes. 
Nays – None. 
Absent – None. 

ATTEST: 

Angela Harris 
Municipal Clerk 

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualified Municipal Clerk and lawful custodian of records 
and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is a true and exact 
copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its Regular Council Meeting August 25, 2026 
and recorded in Minute Book “7D, Pgs. 1235-1237”. 

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 25th day of September 2026. 

Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk 

10/08/2026

LEGAL

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
City of Jackson  

Jackson, Mississippi  

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, 
until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 
P.M. Tuesday, October 27,2026 at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the 
City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for 
the following: 

74505-102726 – 24- Month Supply of Asphaltic Pavement Materials 

74
BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV / WWW.
JACKSONMSBIDS.COM   

The above must comply with the City’s specifications.   Copies of proposal forms can be 
obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604, Hood 
Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City 
Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of 
the Mississippi Legislature.  

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.   The City also reserves the right 
to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  Bid awards will be 
made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with 
specifications.  The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the 
lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal.  Delivery time may 
be considered when evaluating the bid proposal.   In those cases, where it is known 
prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total 
cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included 
on the proposal form.  Absence of such statement means the City will make that 
determination during the bid review. 

Monica Oliver, Manager 
 Purchasing Division  

(601) 960-1025/1028 

10/08/2026, 10/15/2026
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE 
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

SPECIAL MEETING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD A sPECIAL MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ON 
WEDNESDAY, October 22, 2026 AT 11:00aM IN VIA ZOOM. 

I. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

NEW BUSINESS 
CASE NO. HPNC-26-29 
LOCATION: 1525 DEVINE ST (PARCEL 9-253) 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: BELHAVEN		 APPLICANT: JOHN SHARP 
REQUEST: ADD SUPPORT COLLUMNS FOR PRINCESS BALCONY 

II. CASE NO. HPNC-26-30 
LOCATION: 1331 ST MARY ST (PARCEL 16-39) 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: BELHAVEN		 APPLICANT: WALT WOFFORD 
AMENDED REQUEST: CONSTRUCT A STORAGE ROOM ON THE NORTH 
ELEVATION OF THE HOME 

OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
OTHER  

ADJOURNMENT 
10/08/2026
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REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS OFFICE OF 

HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

The City of Jackson Office of Housing and Community Development is issuing this 
notice to solicit qualifications from Contractors/General Contractors to create an 
“Approved Contractor List”. The Approved Contractor List will be used to solicit sealed 
bids for all housing construction/ rehabilitation activities associated with Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME Investment Partnership Grant (HOME) 
Funds.

Contractors or General Contractors with demonstrated experience in housing electrical, 
plumbing, mechanical or construction/rehabilitation projects and who are interested 
in making their services available to the City of Jackson are invited to respond to this 
RFQ. “Respondents” means the companies or individuals that submit proposals in 
response to this RFQ. It is understood that the selected Respondent, acting as an 
individual, partnership, corporation, or other legal entity, is state-licensed, certified, and 
capable of providing the specified services.

Contractors or general Contractors interested in providing these services may 
so indicate by furnishing the City of Jackson three (3) copies of a Statement of 
Qualification Packet, which should consist of the following:

1. Licenses and Certifications for all individual contractors and/or members of the 
company submitting for the RFQ
2. A copy of your Privilege License
3. Certificate of Liability
4. A copy of your City Master Trade License (if applicable)
5. A copy of your business information from the Secretary of State showing your 
business is in good standing
6. MSBOC License
7. Contractor’s Bond
8. Must have a City-issued Master License for your Trade
9. A description of similar type work completed during the past five (5) years which 
qualifies the consultant for this work; the cost and schedule completion (or actual 
completion) of this work with project owners reference contact information.

The City will evaluate the Statements of Qualification based on the following factors 
listed in their relative order of importance. Contractors who satisfactorily meet the 
criteria will be placed on the Approved Contractors List

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public 
contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business 
opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, 
each proposer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) 
Plan with the proposal submission, in accordance with the provisions of the City of 
Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with 
the City’s Executive Order shall disqualify a proposer from being awarded an eligible 
contract. For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity 
Program, please contact the Division of Equal Business Opportunity at 601-960-1856. 
Copies of the City of Jackson’s Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications, and a copy of 
the program are available at the following location: 200 South President Street, Room 
223, Jackson, Mississippi; or can be accessed on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business 
Opportunity webpage.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi, is committed to cultivating and ensuring the quality of 
life of its citizens through various programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance. 
The City of Jackson encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing 
business within the City of Jackson, as well as those who seek to contract with the City 
of Jackson on various projects and/or conduct business in Jackson, to assist the City 
of Jackson in achieving its goal by strongly considering City of Jackson residents for 
employment opportunities.

Responses to this RFQ are due by 3:30 p.m. on October 27, 2026. Responses to this 
RFQ may be mailed or delivered in a sealed envelope to: City Clerk’s Office, Attn: 
RFQ 90638 - 102726 – Housing and Community Development Division Rehabilitation 
Services, 219 South President Street, Jackson, MS 39201. Each Respondent is 
responsible for labeling the exterior of the sealed envelope containing the name of the 
respondent’s business.

10/08/2026, 10/15/2026
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“I don’t see 
what the issue 
is... Have we 
forgotten what 
Germany looks 
like these days? 
Get a system in 

place to figure out who these 
people are first. Let us learn 
from Germany and not open 
the gates for the TROJAN 
HORSE... Protect AMERICA 
FIRST!!”   I stared at this post 
on my Facebook page back 
in 2017. I’m not sure how to 
respond.      The person that 
posted this was a member of a 
church I used to attend and had 

commented on my posting of a 
Facebook Live video from the 
DFW Airport Muslim ban pro-
tests.
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support a mean-spirited ban 
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wondered what scripture in the 
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with such callous indifference.   
And because of these feelings, 
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different ideas of being God’s 
hands extended and treating 
others with Christ-like love?   
The bible clearly teaches us 

about the importance of treating 
others, especially those in need, 
with kindness and compassion 
in Matthew 25:34-36 “Then 
the King will say to those on 
his right, ‘Come, you who are 
blessed by my Father… For I 
was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you 
invited me in, I needed clothes 
and you clothed me, I was sick 
and you looked after me, I was 
in prison and you came to visit 
me.” 

However, years later the at-
tention has turned from the 
Muslim ban to the deadly im-
migration sweeps that have 

terrorized our country. Once 
again, I find myself shocked 
and dismayed when I see so-
cial media posts celebrating 
these immigration enforcement 
efforts and struggle with the 
same emotions as I had back 
then.   I am disheartened by the 
social media posts from Chris-
tians that are wholeheartedly 
in support of these deadly law 
enforcement sweeps. In fact, 
many Christians who proudly 
voted for our current President 
are also enthusiastic support-
ers of the immigration enforce-
ment.   Reading their posts and 
then looking at the social media 
accounts of some well-known 
megachurch pastors that have 

no comments at all about im-
migration enforcement have led 
me back to one simple question: 
How can you stay silent?

How can you stay silent when 
others suffer?  Isaiah 1:7 says 
“Learn to do right; seek justice. 
Defend the oppressed. Take 
up the cause of the fatherless; 
plead the case of the widow.”  
As Christians we are called to 
protect life, but we must also 
call out injustice.   In this un-
settling time, we can find com-
fort in Psalm 103:5 which says, 
“The Lord works righteous-
ness and justice for all the op-
pressed.”  

 Even in the midst of chaos 
during this presidential admin-

istration, we have the assur-
ance that God is still sovereign.  
But God still expects us to do 
our part to stand against injus-
tice.   What kind of display of 
Christianity is it to stay silent 
and remain indifferent to those 
suffering injustice?   As far as I 
am concerned, it’s not much of 
a Christian witness at all. 

Shewanda Riley is a Fort 
Worth-based author of “Love 
Hangover: Moving from Pain 
to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to the 
Beat of God’s Heart: A Book of 
Prayers for Writers.” Email her 
at preservedbypurpose@gmail.
com or follow her on Twitter @
shewanda

How can a Christian stay silent?
P R E S E R V E D

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

“I just don’t 
get it.” I’d 
been staring 
at the same 
algebra equa-
tion for about 
15 minutes 

with still no clue how to 
solve it. I thought maybe if 
I stared long enough, the an-
swer would magically appear 
on the page. I didn’t want to 
but fi nally gave up and took 
a peek at the answers. Once 
I looked at the answers, I fi -
nally understood the strategy 
and was able to work out the 
problems.

Even after I closed the 
book, I was horrifi ed and em-
barrassed at how little math 
I remembered from high 
school and college. When I 
was in college working on 
my undergraduate degree, 
I’d been given the option of 

taking College Algebra or 
The History of Math. Guess 
which one I took? The His-
tory of Math. Years later, I 
regret that decision.

A number of years ago, 
I took a college math prep 
course for an upcoming test 
and found myself getting 
stuck not because I didn’t 
know the strategy; those I 
can memorize. I got stuck 
because I was trying to un-
derstand the strategy.

We sometimes make the 
same mistake when we try 
to understand why God does 
or doesn’t do something. We 
try to understand the why, 
but all God wants us to do 
is follow his strategy to love 
and obey him as it says in 
Deuteronomy 13:4: “It is the 
LORD your God you must 
follow, and him you must 
revere. Keep his commands 
and obey him; serve him and 
hold fast to him.” It’s a simple 

strategy that doesn’t require 
understanding…just obedi-
ence. But in order for obedi-
ence to work, we have to be 
consistent. Doing something 
right once is different from 
doing the same thing right 
over and over.

As the start of a new school 
year is just around the corner, 
much of the fi rst few weeks 
of school will be dedicated to 
helping students of all ages 
adjust to the demands of their 
new grade level.

Students will learn new 
strategies but the key to them 
successfully using those 
strategies is to do so consis-
tently. Applying algebraic 
equations correctly in class 
one day will give the right 
answer. However, applying 
that same algebraic equation 
to problems every week will 
give the right strategy and 
equip you to deal with more 
diffi cult problems in the fu-

ture.
It’s the same way with obe-

dience as Christians. Gala-
tians 6:9 reminds us, “And 
let us not grow weary of do-
ing good, for in due season 
we will reap, if we do not 
give up.” Doing the right 
thing once might make us 
feel good. However, doing 
the right thing again…and 
again…and again gives us 
the strategies to be success-
ful not just in the present. It 
also gives us the foundation 
to make better decisions in 
the future.
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to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to 
the Beat of God’s Heart: A 
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Back to 
basics

P R E S E R V E D

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

God put the 
church together. 
God put the mem-
bers in the body, 
and He will save 
anyone anywhere. 
No matter what 

kind of sin they have commit-
ted God will save them and put 
them right in the Church of God. 
He gives us the truth. Proverbs 
23:23 tells us, “Buy the truth, 
and sell it not.” We should buy 
the truth and keep the truth. I 
buy the truth with my life, and 
I will not sell it. We may have 
personal things handed down 
from our families that we do not 
want to sell. They should not be 
for sale.

The truth is not for sale! 
Friends, we have given our lives 
for the truth. We are following 
Jesus. Jesus said in John 14:6, 
“I am the way, the truth, and the 
life.” If we desire the truth we 
must buy it from Jesus. He is the 
embodiment and the personifi -
cation of the truth, wisdom, in-
struction and understanding. 

The Bible says in Proverbs 4:7, 
“Wisdom is the principal thing; 
therefore, get wisdom: and with 
all thy getting get understand-
ing.”

We need to buy these things 
and sell them not. God gives us 
wisdom. A lot of times since I 
have been a pastor, I have called 
on other experienced pastors 
and asked them, “How would 
you handle this situation?” or 
“What do you think about this?” 
When we get that wisdom it is 

very precious. So, do not sell it.
The Apostle Paul instructed 

us in 1 Timothy, Chapter 2 about 
praying. Some people take the 
attitude that they do not want to 
pray for our leaders. Verses 1-5 
read: “Therefore I exhort fi rst of 
all that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of 
thanks be made for all men, for 
kings and all who are in author-
ity, that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness 
and reverence. For this is good 
and acceptable in the sight of 
God our Savior, who desires all 
men to be saved and to come to 
the knowledge of the truth. For 
there is one God and one Media-
tor between God and men, the 
Man Christ Jesus.”

In 1 Thessalonians, Chapter 
2, Paul preached the Gospel to 
those people in Thessalonica. He 
made it really plain by pouring 
out his heart to them. In verses 
1-4 he said: “For yourselves, 
brethren, know our entrance in 
unto you, that it was not in vain: 
But even after that we had suf-
fered before, and were shame-
fully entreated, as ye know, at 
Philippi, we were bold in our 
God to speak unto you the gos-
pel of God with much conten-
tion. For our exhortation was not 
of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor 
in guile: But as we were allowed 
of God to be put in trust with the 
gospel, even so we speak; not as 
pleasing men, but God, which 
trieth our hearts.”

Simeon R. Greem III, Rich-
mond First Church of God, 6517 
Walmsley Blvd., Richmond, VA 
23224.

Buy the 
truth and 
sell it not

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
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tently. Applying algebraic 
equations correctly in class 
one day will give the right 
answer. However, applying 
that same algebraic equation 
to problems every week will 
give the right strategy and 
equip you to deal with more 
diffi cult problems in the fu-

ture.
It’s the same way with obe-

dience as Christians. Gala-
tians 6:9 reminds us, “And 
let us not grow weary of do-
ing good, for in due season 
we will reap, if we do not 
give up.” Doing the right 
thing once might make us 
feel good. However, doing 
the right thing again…and 
again…and again gives us 
the strategies to be success-
ful not just in the present. It 
also gives us the foundation 
to make better decisions in 
the future.

Shewanda Riley is a Fort 
Worth-based author of “Love 
Hangover: Moving from Pain 
to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to 
the Beat of God’s Heart: A 
Book of Prayers for Writ-
ers.” Email her at preserved-
bypurpose@gmail.com or 
follow her on Twitter @she-
wanda

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Back to 
basics

P R E S E R V E D

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

God put the 
church together. 
God put the mem-
bers in the body, 
and He will save 
anyone anywhere. 
No matter what 

kind of sin they have commit-
ted God will save them and put 
them right in the Church of God. 
He gives us the truth. Proverbs 
23:23 tells us, “Buy the truth, 
and sell it not.” We should buy 
the truth and keep the truth. I 
buy the truth with my life, and 
I will not sell it. We may have 
personal things handed down 
from our families that we do not 
want to sell. They should not be 
for sale.

The truth is not for sale! 
Friends, we have given our lives 
for the truth. We are following 
Jesus. Jesus said in John 14:6, 
“I am the way, the truth, and the 
life.” If we desire the truth we 
must buy it from Jesus. He is the 
embodiment and the personifi -
cation of the truth, wisdom, in-
struction and understanding. 

The Bible says in Proverbs 4:7, 
“Wisdom is the principal thing; 
therefore, get wisdom: and with 
all thy getting get understand-
ing.”

We need to buy these things 
and sell them not. God gives us 
wisdom. A lot of times since I 
have been a pastor, I have called 
on other experienced pastors 
and asked them, “How would 
you handle this situation?” or 
“What do you think about this?” 
When we get that wisdom it is 

very precious. So, do not sell it.
The Apostle Paul instructed 

us in 1 Timothy, Chapter 2 about 
praying. Some people take the 
attitude that they do not want to 
pray for our leaders. Verses 1-5 
read: “Therefore I exhort fi rst of 
all that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of 
thanks be made for all men, for 
kings and all who are in author-
ity, that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness 
and reverence. For this is good 
and acceptable in the sight of 
God our Savior, who desires all 
men to be saved and to come to 
the knowledge of the truth. For 
there is one God and one Media-
tor between God and men, the 
Man Christ Jesus.”

In 1 Thessalonians, Chapter 
2, Paul preached the Gospel to 
those people in Thessalonica. He 
made it really plain by pouring 
out his heart to them. In verses 
1-4 he said: “For yourselves, 
brethren, know our entrance in 
unto you, that it was not in vain: 
But even after that we had suf-
fered before, and were shame-
fully entreated, as ye know, at 
Philippi, we were bold in our 
God to speak unto you the gos-
pel of God with much conten-
tion. For our exhortation was not 
of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor 
in guile: But as we were allowed 
of God to be put in trust with the 
gospel, even so we speak; not as 
pleasing men, but God, which 
trieth our hearts.”

Simeon R. Greem III, Rich-
mond First Church of God, 6517 
Walmsley Blvd., Richmond, VA 
23224.

Buy the 
truth and 
sell it not

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
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SUNDAY
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10 a.m. in person 

 
Or you may worship with us via 

Facebook or our YouTube 
channel at CHMBC

Bible Study 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 



Many people think that once 
the “high” from recreational 
cannabis fades, they are com‑
pletely back to normal. They 
believe that if they no longer 
feel buzzed, giggly or relaxed, 
then it must be safe to drive. 
But science shows something 
very different. Even after the 
high wears off, cannabis can 
still affect your brain in ways 
that make driving dangerous. 
These effects can last for hours 
and sometimes even into the 
next day.

This matters for everyone 
on the road. Driving is one of 
the most common activities in 
daily life, and it requires quick 
thinking, fast reaction time and 
good judgment. When any of 
those skills are weakened, the 
risk of a crash goes up. Under‑
standing how cannabis affects 
driving, even after the high 
is gone can help people make 
safer choices and protect them‑
selves and others.

Cannabis contains a chemi‑
cal called THC. This is what 
causes the “high” feeling. 
When THC enters the brain, 
it changes how nerve cells 
communicate. It slows down 
signals, affects memory and 
changes how people judge dis‑
tance and time. These changes 
are why people feel relaxed or 
silly when they use cannabis.

But THC does not disappear 
from the body right away. Even 
when the high feeling fades, 
THC can still be active in the 
brain. It can continue to affect 
thinking, attention and reac‑
tion time. Some people may not 
notice these changes, but they 
are still happening under the 

surface.
Scientists have found that 

THC can stay in the body for 
hours or even days, depending 
on how much someone uses, 
how strong the cannabis is 
and how often they use it. This 
means a person might feel nor‑
mal but still have slower think‑
ing and weaker judgment.

Driving is more than just 
steering a car. It is a complex 
skill that depends on many 
parts of the brain working to‑
gether. Safe driving requires:

• Quick reaction time — re‑
acting fast when a car stops 
suddenly or a pedestrian steps 
into the street.

• Sharp attention — staying 
focused on the road, mirrors 
and surroundings.

• Good judgment — making 
smart decisions about speed, 
distance and when to turn or 
stop.

• Coordination — controlling 
the wheel, pedals and signals 

smoothly.
Cannabis affects all of these 

skills. Even after the high 
wears off, the brain may still be 
slower and less accurate. A per‑
son might think they are driv‑
ing normally, but their brain 
is working harder to keep up. 
This can lead to mistakes that 
they do not realize they are 
making.

Many studies show that can‑
nabis can impair driving long 
after the high is gone. Some of 
the lingering effects include:

• Slower reaction time — 
The brain may take longer to 
process sudden changes on the 
road.

• Trouble focusing — It may 
be harder to stay alert during 
long drives or in heavy traffic.

• Poor judgment — People 
may misjudge how fast they are 
going or how close they are to 
another car.

• Reduced coordination — 
Steering and braking may not 

be as smooth or controlled.
• Weaker short‑term memo‑

ry — Forgetting directions or 
missing road signs becomes 
more likely.

These effects can last for sev‑
eral hours. In some cases, espe‑
cially for regular cannabis us‑
ers, the effects can last into the 
next morning. Someone might 
think they are fine because 
they slept off the high, but their 
brain may still be recovering.

One of the biggest dangers is 
that people often do not real‑
ize they are impaired. Unlike 
alcohol, where people can usu‑
ally tell when they are drunk, 
cannabis impairment can be 
subtle. A person may feel calm, 
clear and in control, but their 
brain is still working slower 
than usual.

This false sense of confi‑
dence can lead to risky deci‑
sions, such as driving too soon 
after using cannabis. People 
may think, “I’m not high any‑
more, so I’m safe to drive.” But 
the science shows that feeling 
normal does not mean the brain 
is fully recovered.

Across the country, police 
officers and safety experts have 
seen more crashes involving 
drivers who used cannabis. 
Some of these drivers were not 
high at the time of the crash. 
They had used cannabis earlier 
in the day or the night before. 
They thought they were fine, 
but their driving skills were 
still affected.

Research shows that can‑
nabis‑related impairment can 
lead to:

• Drifting out of lanes
• Driving too slowly or too 

fast
• Missing stop signs or traffic 

lights
• Delayed braking
• Poor decision‑making in 

emergencies
Even small mistakes can lead 

to serious accidents. A few sec‑
onds of slower reaction time 
can be the difference between 
stopping safely and hitting an‑
other car.

People who use cannabis of‑
ten may have THC in their sys‑
tem for longer periods. Their 
brains may also take longer to 
recover after each use. This 
means regular users may ex‑
perience lingering impairment 
more often than occasional us‑
ers.

Some regular users believe 
they drive better after using 
cannabis because they feel 
calmer. But feeling calm is not 
the same as being alert. Calm‑
ness does not improve reaction 
time or judgment. In fact, it can 
hide the signs of impairment, 
making driving even more dan‑
gerous.

Another major risk is mixing 
cannabis with alcohol or other 
drugs. Even small amounts of 
alcohol combined with canna‑
bis can greatly increase impair‑
ment. The effects stack on top 
of each other, making driving 
extremely dangerous.

Someone might think, “I 
only had one drink,” or “I only 
took a small hit,” but the com‑
bination can slow the brain 
far more than either substance 
alone. Many serious crashes 
involve drivers who used both 
cannabis and alcohol.

The safest choice is simple: 
Do not drive until you are 
sure your brain is fully recov‑
ered. Because THC affects 
everyone differently, there is 

no exact number of hours that 
guarantees safety. But experts 
recommend waiting several 
hours after using cannabis be‑
fore driving and even longer if 
you used a large amount or a 
high‑THC product.

Here are some practical tips:
• Plan ahead — If you know 

you will use cannabis, arrange 
a ride or stay where you are.

• Wait longer than you think 
— Even if you feel normal, 
give your brain extra time to 
recover.

• Avoid mixing substances 
— Do not combine cannabis 
with alcohol or other drugs.

• Be honest with yourself — 
If you feel even slightly off, do 
not drive.

• Use public transportation 
or rideshare services — These 
options are safer than risking 
impairment.

Driving is a responsibil‑
ity. Every time someone gets 
behind the wheel, they are re‑
sponsible for their own safety 
and the safety of everyone 
around them. Even one mo‑
ment of impaired judgment can 
change lives forever.

Cannabis may be legal for 
recreational use in many plac‑
es, but legal does not mean 
harmless. Understanding how 
cannabis affects driving even 
after the high wears off helps 
people make smarter choices. 
Waiting a few extra hours be‑
fore driving can prevent acci‑
dents, injuries and tragedies.

Being safe is not just about 
following laws. It is about pro‑
tecting your community, your 
family and yourself. When 
people understand the risks and 
take them seriously, the roads 
become safer for everyone. 

Bleach is one of the most common 
cleaning products in American homes. 
You can find it in kitchens, bathrooms, 
laundry rooms and even in some 
workplaces. Many people use bleach 
because it is powerful, affordable and 
easy to find. But bleach also comes 
with real dangers. Understanding how 
it works, how to use it safely and what 
to do in an emergency can protect you 
and the people around you.

Most household bleach is made from 
a chemical called sodium hypochlorite. 
This chemical is very good at killing 
germs, removing stains and breaking 
down dirt. When bleach touches bac‑
teria or viruses, it destroys their cell 
walls and stops them from spreading. 
That is why bleach is often used to dis‑
infect surfaces during outbreaks of ill‑
nesses like the flu or stomach viruses.

Bleach also works as a strong whit‑
ening agent. It can remove tough stains 
from clothing, brighten white fabrics 
and clean mold or mildew from damp 
areas. Because it is so effective, many 
people rely on bleach as their “go‑to” 
cleaner.

But the same power that makes 
bleach useful also makes it dangerous. 
Bleach is not a gentle product. It can 
burn skin, damage eyes and create tox‑
ic fumes if used the wrong way. That is 
why it is important to understand both 
its benefits and its risks.

Bleach has several common uses in 
homes, schools and workplaces:

• Disinfecting surfaces — Bleach 
can kill many types of germs, includ‑
ing bacteria, viruses and fungi. People 
often use it on countertops, bathroom 
surfaces and floors.

• Laundry — Bleach can brighten 
white clothes and remove stains like 

coffee, wine or sweat. Some people 
also use it to sanitize towels or bed‑
ding.

• Mold and mildew removal — In 
damp places like basements or bath‑
rooms, bleach can help remove mold 
and prevent it from growing back.

• Water purification in emergencies 
— In situations where clean water is 
not available, a very small amount of 
bleach can be used to disinfect water. 
This must be done carefully and only 
with unscented household bleach.

• Cleaning outdoor surfaces- Bleach 
is sometimes used to clean decks, pa‑
tios and siding.

These uses show that bleach can be 
extremely helpful. But every use must 
be done with caution.

Bleach is dangerous when it is swal‑
lowed, breathed in or mixed with other 
chemicals. Even touching it can cause 
harm. Here are the main hazards:

1. Skin and Eye Burns
Bleach can irritate or burn the skin. 

If it splashes into the eyes, it can cause 
serious damage and even blindness. 
This is why people should wear gloves 
and avoid touching their face when us‑

ing bleach.
2. Breathing Problems
Bleach gives off strong fumes. 

Breathing these fumes can irritate the 
nose, throat and lungs. People with 
asthma or other breathing problems 
may have severe reactions. Bleach 
should always be used in a well‑ven‑
tilated area.

3. Poisoning
Drinking bleach is extremely dan‑

gerous. Even a small amount can burn 
the mouth, throat and stomach. Larger 
amounts can cause life‑threatening in‑
juries.

4. Dangerous Chemical Reactions
Bleach should never be mixed with 

other cleaners. Some mixtures create 
toxic gases that can be deadly.

The most dangerous combinations 
include:

• Bleach + ammonia → creates chlo‑
ramine gas

• Bleach + vinegar → creates chlo‑
rine gas

• Bleach + rubbing alcohol → cre‑
ates chloroform

These gases can cause coughing, 
chest pain, shortness of breath and 
even lung damage. Many people do 
not realize that some household clean‑
ers already contain ammonia or acids, 
so mixing products can be risky even 
if the labels are not read carefully.

5. Damage to clothing and surfaces
Bleach can ruin colored fabrics and 

damage certain surfaces like wood, 
metal or stone. It can also weaken 
clothing fibers over time.

Bleach is dangerous when used in‑
correctly. It is not dangerous when 
used with care, in the right amounts 
and for the right purposes. The key is 
to understand that bleach is a chemical 
tool. Like any tool, it can help or harm 
depending on how it is handled.

Bleach becomes dangerous when:
• It is mixed with other cleaners
• It is used in a closed room without 

ventilation
• It is left where children or pets can 

reach it
• It is used without gloves or eye pro‑

tection
• It is swallowed or splashed
• It is used too often or in too strong 

a concentration
Bleach is safest when:
• You follow the instructions on the 

label
• You dilute it properly
• You use it only for recommended 

tasks
• You store it safely
• You keep it away from food, chil‑

dren
It is extremely useful when used 

responsibly. Hospitals, schools, res‑
taurants and homes all rely on bleach 
to keep surfaces clean and reduce the 
spread of disease. During public health 
emergencies, bleach is often recom‑
mended as a disinfectant because it is 
effective and affordable.

Bleach is also useful in laundry, 
stain removal and mold cleanup. In 
emergencies, it can even help make 
water safe to drink. But usefulness 
does not erase danger. Bleach is a pow‑
erful chemical, and its benefits come 
with responsibilities.

First Aid: What to Do If Someone 
Drinks Bleach

If someone drinks bleach, it is a 
medical emergency. The American 
Red Cross and poison control experts 
give clear instructions on what to do.

1. Do not make the person vomit
Vomiting can cause more damage as 

the bleach comes back up through the 
throat and mouth.

2. Do not give them anything acidic

Do not give vinegar, lemon juice, or 
any other acidic drink. These can re‑
act with bleach and make the situation 
worse.

3. Call Poison Control immediately
In the United States, the Poison Con‑

trol number is 1‑800‑222‑1222.
They will tell you exactly what to do 

based on the amount swallowed and 
the person’s symptoms.

4. If the person is conscious, give 
small sips of water or milk

This can help dilute the bleach in the 
stomach. Do not give large amounts.

5. Watch for symptoms
• Burning in the mouth or throat
• Drooling
• Vomiting
• Stomach pain
• Trouble breathing
If any of these symptoms appear, 

call 911 or go to the nearest emergency 
room.

6. If bleach gets on the skin
Rinse the area with running water 

for at least 15 minutes.
7. If bleach gets in the eyes
Rinse the eyes with clean water for 

at least 15 minutes and seek medical 
care immediately.

Bleach is a product that deserves re‑
spect. It can protect your home from 
germs, brighten your laundry and help 
control mold. But it can also burn skin, 
damage lungs and create toxic gases if 
used incorrectly. The best approach is 
simple: use bleach only when you need 
it, follow the instructions carefully and 
keep it away from children and pets.

Bleach is both helpful and hazard‑
ous. Understanding both sides allows 
you to use it safely and confidently. 
If you treat bleach like the powerful 
chemical it is, you can enjoy its ben‑
efits while avoiding its dangers.

HEALTH

How safe is Cannabis?

Bleach: Powerful, common, 
and too often misunderstood  

By Vince Faust MA
Health Educator and Motivational Writer 

By Vince Faust MA
Health Educator and Motivational Writer 
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Gary Road Elementary is proud to 
recognize its outstanding August and 
September Staff Members of the 
Month: Dr. Hughes, Mr. Lyons, Ms. 
Faulkner, and Ms. Wellington. 

These dedicated staff members were 
recognized for their hard work, 
commitment, and continued efforts to 
make Gary Road Elementary a great 
place for students to learn, grow, and 
achieve. 

Congratulations to each of these 
deserving honorees! GRE appreciates 
all that you do each day to support our 
Achievers and contribute to the success of 
our school community. 

GARY ROAD STAFF MEMBERS OF THE MONTH

HINDS COUNTY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT WEEKLY UPDATE



Dr. Michael Eric Dyson, a 
nationally renowned scholar, 
public intellectual and cultural 
critic, has urged an audience 
of HBCU students to use their 
historically Black college edu-
cation to continue the “unfin-
ished fight” by impacting and 
transforming America. 

“HBCUs are critical. They 
still produce most Black peo-
ple who are educated in Ameri-
ca. Right now, despite Harvard 
and Yale and Princeton and all 
of them, we got Morehouse, 
we got Spellman, we got Tal-
ladega, we got Livingstone, 
we got Tuskegee. They still 
produce the vast majority of 
Black people who are educated 
in this nation. And the gradu-
ates of HBCUs have changed 
America, have made America 
what it is today,” Dyson told 
the applauding audience at the 
147-year-old Livingstone Col-
lege in Salisbury, N.C. “You’ve 
got to think about all the great 
people that HBCUs have pro-
duced. And now you have your 
opportunity to stand up and 
to be a proud member of that 
great sorority and that great 
fraternity.” 

Speaking on the Livingstone 
campus during its 2026 con-
vocation Sept. 18, Dyson was 

giving his inaugural lecture 
as the college’s new Visiting 
Scholar in Residence. 

Livingstone President Dr. 
Anthony J. Davis envisions 
four lectures by Dyson on the 
topics of Black thought, faith, 
hip-hop, politics and democ-
racy as fortifying the college’s 
growing reputation as an in-
stitution of “Black intellectual 
thought, cultural expression 
and academic excellence,” Da-

vis said in a statement. 
Introducing Dyson to the 

audience of more than a thou-
sand people, including newly 
installed student government 
leaders, Davis said Dyson’s 
residency will help position 
Livingstone as a college for 
preparing “students not simply 
to enter the world, but to help 
shape it.” 

In the speech, formally ti-
tled, “Represent: The Unfin-

ished Fight”, Dyson challenged 
the student body to follow the 
examples of Black American 
heroes who attended or led HB-
CUs. He pointed to the works 
of noted sociologist E. Frank-
lin Frasier, a Howard Univer-
sity graduate; civil rights law-
yer Charles Hamilton Houston, 
a dean at Howard Law School; 
U. S. Supreme Court Justice 
Thurgood Marshall, a graduate 
of Howard Law School; civil 
rights activist Pauli Murray, 
also a Howard graduate, and 
the civil rights icon Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., a Morehouse 
College graduate. 

“When we think about the 
great thinkers and the great 
philosophers and the great so-
ciologists, they have been as-
sociated with an HBCU,” Dy-
son said. 

He also lauded President Da-
vis as a hero in his own right, 
having grown up in foster care 
and is now president of his un-
dergraduate alma mater, doing 
an “extraordinary, magnificent 
and mighty job.” 

Dyson told the applauding 
audience, “What an amazing 
story he has growing up in fos-
ter care. Now he fosters care 
for all of you.” 

Also a distinguished profes-
sor at Vanderbilt University, 
Dyson is assuming the visit-

ing scholarship at Livingstone 
during a season in which Black 
history and contributions of 
Black people to the building of 
America is widely being down-
played. This denigration across 
the nation is often led by the 
Trump White House. 

With attempts to roll back 
civil rights gains and the sup-
pression of Black history as 
a backdrop, the inspirational 
atmosphere in the Varick Au-
ditorium during the Convo-
cation often appeared to be a 
church revival. Student choirs 
empowered the audience with 
historical songs, including the 
Black National Anthem, “Lift 
Every Voice and Sing” and the 
Gospel song, “Sometimes You 
Have to Encourage Yourself.” 

“We beg God, keep your 
hand on the plow. Hold on,” 
preached Dyson, who is also 
an ordained Baptist minister. 
“And so, my brothers and sis-
ters, Black excellence is a hall-
mark. It is not an exception. 
Black excellence is the prac-
tice and the norm. Yes, sir. Not 
something that you got to aim 
for that’s outside your race.” 

He concluded by encourag-
ing the students to develop 
their thinking skills and never 
forget the heritage they have 
assumed from hard-working 
parents and families, who may 

not have been educated, but 
who prayed for their success. 

 “So, I want you to stand tall. 
I want you to think clearly and 
cogently. You ain’t got to agree 
with your professors. Read and 
think and reflect for yourself. 
I tell my students, you ain’t 
got to agree with me. Study 
for yourself. Know for your-
self. Because when somebody 
gives you something physical, 
they can take it back. But when 
God gives you learning in your 
mind and in your spirit, can’t 
nobody take that away.” 

Dyson used Dr. King as a 
prime example of a leader who 
used his education, his intel-
lect and his faith to impact 
America by telling the nation, 
“You have not done all that you 
should do in order to be what 
you are meant to be.” 

Recalling Dr. King’s “Moun-
tain Top Speech” made the day 
before he was assassinated, Dy-
son quoted Dr. King as he drew 
from his knowledge of the Dec-
laration of Independence: “‘All 
we ask America is be true to 
what you said on paper’…What 
did they say on paper? All lives 
should make a difference. That 
all lives are central to defining 
America. We hold these truths 
to be self-evident that all men 
and women, all people are cre-
ated equal.” 

Nissan believes in 
the power of education.

Celebrating 
20 years of service 
in the Greater 
Jackson Area.
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Michael Eric Dyson to Livingstone College: 
HBCU Graduates must continue 
the ‘Unfinished Fight’ for Justice

EDUCATION

During Hispanic Heritage Month 
(September 15 – October 15), Jack-
son Public Schools is proud to cel-
ebrate the rich histories, cultures, 
and contributions of Hispanic and 
Latino Americans. One of the most 
impactful ways our scholars, fami-
lies, and staff can participate in this 
observance is through the power of 
literature. 

Reading books by Hispanic and 
Latino authors provides our schol-
ars with opportunities to see their 
own lived experiences reflected in 
stories while opening doors to dif-
ferent cultures, perspectives, and 
histories across Latin America, the 
Caribbean, and the United States. 

Aligned with the Profile of a 
JPS Graduate, which emphasizes 
developing civically engaged and 
globally minded scholars, this 

recommended reading list spans 
PreK through 12th grade. Featur-
ing award-winning picture books, 
middle-grade adventures, novel-in-
verse poetry, and high school lit-
erature, these titles explore themes 
of family, resilience, identity, and 
community leadership. 

We encourage families to explore 
these titles at home, visit their lo-
cal public library, and engage in 
conversations about the stories that 
shape our shared world. 

Hispanic Heritage Month Read-
ing List: 

Pre-K:  Alma and How She Got 
Her Name by Juana Martinez-Neal 

Kindergarten: Mango, Abuela, 
and Me by Meg Medina 

1st Grade:  Plátanos Go with Ev-
erything by Lissette Norman 

2nd Grade: Planting Stories: The 
Life of Librarian and Storyteller 

Pura Belpré by Anika Aldamuy 
Denise  

3rd Grade:  Juana & Lucas by 
Juana Medina 

4th Grade: The Total Eclipse of 
Nestor Lopez by Adrianna Cuevas 

5th Grade: Esperanza Rising by 
Pam Muñoz Ryan 

6th Grade:  Merci Suárez Chang-
es Gears by Meg Medina  

7th Grade:  Marcus Vega Doesn’t 
Speak Spanish by Pablo Cartaya 

8th Grade:  The Epic Fail of Ar-
turo Zamora by Pablo Cartayae:   

9th Grade:  The Poet X by Eliza-
beth Acevedo 

10th Grade:  Furia by Yamile 
Saied Méndez   

11th Grade:  Aristotle and Dante 
Discover the Secrets of the Uni-
verse by Benjamin Alire Sáenz 

12th Grade: Ordinary Girls by 
Jaquira Díaz  

Books That Open Doors: Celebrating 
Hispanic Heritage Month Through Loterature

Dr. Michael Eric Dyson

By Hazel Trice Edney
Trice Edney Wire

The Mississippi Link Newswire



Round and round they go in 
your head. 

Snippets of tunes, entire songs 
you loved decades ago, dance 
moves you copied and videos 
you never missed. Those things 
were essential to your youth, 
they were a soundtrack of your 
life, so read “Holding Lightning” 
by Emily Lordi and learn about 
the woman whose music you can 
still remember at full volume. 

In the nearly fifteen years 
since she died, Whitney Hous-
ton, says Lordi,  has been “wide-

ly considered to be one of the 
greatest singers of all time.” Her 
mother, Cissy Houston, and re-
cord executive Clive Davis are 
generally “credited for her rise.” 
Her ex-husband is “frequently 
blamed for her fall.”  

Says Lordi, “This… frame has 
made it impossible to see how 
hard Whitney worked to become 
herself…” 

Houston was born in August 
1963, the child of musical roy-
alty. Her mother was a renowned 
back-up singer; her cousin was 
Dionne Warwick. The fam-
ily was immersed in music from 

church to concert, and Hous-
ton happily took take her place 
among them. 

“Whitney… loved the sound 
of her voice,” says Lordi, which 
is apparently rare for a singer. 
As Houston’s talents grew, she 
became a “diva” and that was 
important: “she understood what 
it meant to claim this superla-
tive status as a Black woman.” 
She was likewise focused and 
“worked hard to develop the ap-
titude she’d inherited.” 

She also played hard: early 
in her career, she and her best-
friend-turned-lover, Robyn, did 

drugs sometimes but it didn’t 
affect Houston’s work then. 
Houston was energetic, on top 
of her career, topping the charts, 
and she made it all look easy. It 
seemed as though she was every-
where, dancing in heels and us-
ing that amazing voice – and yet, 
her success brought criticism 
from those who questioned her 
musical choices and her Black-
ness.   

By the early part of this cen-
tury, Houston was struggling. 
Substance abuse plagued her. 
She was “stressed out all the 
time,” seemingly refusing to fail 

but also ready to stop… 
It’s called an earworm, when 

you just can’t get a song out of 
your head, when it rolls around 
and around for days. That’s 
what’s going to happen when 
you read “Holding Lightning.” 

If you’re a fan, you won’t 
mind. Whitney Houston’s music 
is a good accompaniment to this 
book – and a needed one, since, 
aside from the occasional insight 
and surprising tidbit, author Em-
ily Lordi doesn’t offer much new 
about Houston’s life here. 

Still, Houston’s story is a clas-
sic tale of a rising and falling star, 

the kind that movies are made of. 
That doesn’t make it any easier 
to read, nor is it easy to look 
away because Houston was (and 
still is) everywhere. Even though 
what’s in this book may feel like 
it’s all been covered before, even 
though there may be repetition, 
even though the narrative can 
lag some, you’ll be left with ear-
worms and sadness.  

That should make fans old 
and new eager to get ahold of 
“Holding Lightning.” So find it 
and turn up the volume; here’s 
a book to wrap your hands 
around. 

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
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WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON’S SOUL, 
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN 
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE 
VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC 
ADULTS WANT TO HEAR! 

Paid for by friends of Zack Wallace

BOOK REVIEW:
HOLDING LIGHTNING: HOLDING LIGHTNING: 
THE LIFE, LOVES, AND ART OF WHITNEY HOUSTONTHE LIFE, LOVES, AND ART OF WHITNEY HOUSTON
BY EMILY LORDI
C.2026, MARINER	
$32.00 •  336 PAGES

Paid for by friends of Zack Wallace
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SPORTS

Rain was coming down 
steadily at Ladd-Peebles Sta-
dium in Mobile this past Sat-
urday night, but Tiger Nation 
still made the trip for the 9th 
annual Gulf Coast Challenge. 
And for most of the night 
it honestly looked like they 
might be driving back to Jack-
son disappointed. Then the Ti-
gers flipped the whole thing in 
under 3 minutes. 

Jackson State 31, Alabama 
A&M 28. 

The Tigers knew the weather 
was coming. QB Jared Lock-
hart said they were wetting the 
footballs at practice all week 
to get ready, and you could 
see him drying his hands on 
the towel at his waist before 
almost every snap. JSU still 
struck first, going 10 plays 
and 80 yards on its first scor-
ing drive, finished by a 6-yard 
touchdown pass from Lock-
hart to Jabari Jones. 7 to 0 
Tigers.  The Bulldogs needed 
exactly 2 plays to answer. Cor-
nelious Brown IV found Jor-
dan Chambers-Smith for a 67-
yard touchdown, and just like 
that it was 7 to 7. 

Early in the 2nd quarter 
Brown did it with his legs, 
punching in a 10-yard run to 
cap a 12 play, 58-yard drive. 
14 to 7 Bulldogs. The rain was 
heavier in the first half and it 
showed. At one point Lock-
hart rolled left on a 3rd and 16 
near midfield, cocked back to 
throw, and the ball just slipped 
right out of his hand. Center 
Alex Valbuena fell on it, but 
the drive was dead. Lockhart 
was 8 of 16 for 102 yards at the 
half. JSU did manage to grind 
out an 11-play drive late, and 
Andrew Ivaniciuc knocked in 
a 19-yard field goal with 14 
seconds left to make it 14 to 10 
at the break. 

The 3rd quarter belonged 
to Alabama A&M. Brown hit 
Jarel Williams on a 14-yard 
touchdown, with Williams 
hauling it in one hand in the 
end zone. 21 to 10. To make 
it worse, Nate Blount IV, who 
had been carrying the load 
with 18 carries for 88 yards, 
had gone down with an in-
jury and wouldn’t play in the 
4th.  So with the rain coming 
down and their top back on the 
sideline, T.C. Taylor’s crew did 
what you do in a storm. Run 
the ball. JSU put together a 
16 play, 72-yard drive that ate 
up 5:43, and Emari Matthews 
plowed in from 2 yards out 
with 13:11 left. 21 to 17.  Then 
Brown struck again. 1 play. 70 
yards to Jaylan Bean. 28 to 17 
with 8:22 to go.  Tiger Nation 
was stunned. 

But like a good heavyweight 
fight, the guy who just took 
the big shot came right back 
swinging. Freshman Li’Darius 
Pryor, who had 6 carries total 
in the first 4 games of the sea-
son, capped a 4-play, 72-yard 
drive that took just 1:16 with a 
29 yard touchdown run. 28 to 
24, 7:00 left. 

Now the Darkside Defense 
needs a stop. The Bulldogs try 
a toss, the pitch gets botched, 
the ball is loose on the wet 
field, and Jackson State comes 
up with it at the A&M 28. Ti-
ger nation erupts! 3 plays lat-
er, Lockhart drops back, the 
stands are rocking, he finds 
Kobe Paul for 17 yards and the 
touchdown. 

31 to 28 Tigers with 5:42 
left.  Wow! 

The Darkside got 1 more 
stop, the offense ran out the 
clock, and that was the ball-
game. JSU scored the last 14 
points and shut out the Bull-
dogs over the final 8:22. 

Taylor said he told running 
backs coach Eric Gallon this 
was going to be a big week for 
Pryor, and with the storm com-
ing you’ve got to “empty the 

clip with these running backs.” 
That’s exactly what happened. 
JSU ran it 52 times, way above 
their normal 39 a game. Tay-
lor also said Blount will be 
fine, that he’s tough and he 
wanted to go back in. Lockhart 
summed it up after the game, 
saying they just started off 
slow and it was “a minor set-
back for a major comeback.” 

Final Stats for the game. 
Lockhart went 15 of 32 for 169 
yards and 2 touchdowns with 
no interceptions and added 39 
yards on 8 carries. Nate Rem-
bert was the go-to guy through 
the air with 7 catches for 108 
yards. Blount had 88 yards on 
18 carries, Pryor 72 yards and 
a TD on 12 carries, and Mat-
thews 34 yards and a TD on 
11 carries. As a team JSU ran 
for 236 yards and outgained 
A&M 405 to 358. J’Cori Har-
gon and Tymon Wells led the 
defense with 6 tackles each 
and Kazarius Bowie had 5. 
JSU didn’t turn it over once, 
but 10 penalties for 108 yards 
kept the Bulldogs in this one 
longer than they should have 
been. For Alabama A&M, 
Brown had a big night with 3 
touchdown passes and 1 rush-
ing score. 

The win keeps the Tigers 
perfect at 5 and 0, 2 and 0 in 
the SWAC. Alabama A&M 
falls to 4 and 2, 1 and 1. Jack-
son State is now 5 for 5 against 
the Bulldogs in the Gulf Coast 
Challenge. 

Next up, Jackson State stays 
on the road and heads to Loui-
siana to take on Grambling 
State Saturday, October 10th. 
Kickoff is scheduled for 4 pm, 
streaming on SWAC TV. After 
that the Tigers come home to 
“The Vet” on October 17th for 
homecoming against Florida 
A&M. 

Jackson State storms back in the rain 
By Tim Ward
Sports Writer

RB Emari Matthews - Number 9

WR Nate Rembert, Number 3

RB Emari Matthews - Number 9

DB Kam Sallis, Number 15

RB Emari Matthews, Number 9    PHOTOS BY KEVIN ROBINSON
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RE-ELECT Bennie Thompson

“Defend Democracy”
VOTE  NOVEMBER 3, 2026 VOTE  NOVEMBER 3, 2026 

Paid for by Friends of 
Bennie Thompson

Email: bennie_thompson@bellsouth.net

Phone: (601) 866-9100 or 1 (800) 423-6643

Website: http://www.benniethompson.com

 “Leadership you can count on.”

U.S. Congressman 
Bennie Thompson . . .

Affordability is something Donald Trump 
and the Republicans knows nothing about.  

If you don’t like what you see when you 
make grocery or go to the pump….

 ISTOCKPHOTO       

Vote Vote 
Bennie Thompson Bennie Thompson 

November 3rdNovember 3rd

SHUTTERSHOCK




