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March to the Polls at Hinds
Circuit Clerk’s Office

By Christopher Young
Contributing Writer

A solid one hundred people ral-
lied under the leadership of the
Poor People’s Campaign, Repair-
ers of the Breach, and Mississippi
Black Voters Matter on Thurs.,
Oct. 8, 2026, at 11 a.m., to march
up Pascagoula Street from the
Jackson Convention Center to the
Hinds County Circuit Clerk’s Of-
fice and right in the door to vote
absentee in-person, ahead of the
Nov. 3, 2026, elections.

Energy, enthusiasm, and deter-
mination filled the streets as part
of Reverend Dr. William J. Bar-
ber, II’s call for 1000 Marches to
the Polls to mobilize voter sup-
port. The marches are nationwide,
non-violent, and non-partisan.
The goal is 1000 marches in 100
days, starting from July 27, 2026,
to November 3, 2026.

Organizers Danielle Holmes of
Mississippi Poor People’s Cam-
paign and Repairers of the Breach
and Carol Blackmon, Mississippi
State Director of Black Voters
Matter, joined forces and provid-
ed leadership for the march where
citizens of Hinds County exer-
cised their right to vote. They are
keenly aware that we need to con-
tinue to build on the 2020 national
voter turnout, which was the high-
est in a century, despite 90 million
eligible voters staying home.

This initiative emphasizes that
“across the South, if just 15-20
percent more of our poor and
low-wage brothers and sisters

Polls
Continued on page 3

Black Voters Matter bus accompanies marchers on Thursday,

October 8, 2026.

e 1Y Repairers of the Breach Senior Na-

tional Social Justice Organizer Danielle

Holmes leads the march.
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Office to vote in-person absentee.

Marchers proceed up Pascagoula Street from Jackson Convention Center to Hinds County Circuit Clerk’s

More Than a March

Jackson State Students Raise Their Voices for Justice and Accountability

By Rasheda Bell, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer

On Oct. 7, 2026, the message
outside Jackson State Univer-
sity’s Athletic Assembly Cen-
ter was unmistakable: dressed
in black and united in purpose,
students had come not simply
to march, but to demand an-
swers. Their Blackout Rally
and on-campus march brought
students and community mem-
bers together in remembrance
of young Black lives lost under
troubling circumstances and in
a collective call for justice.

For some, it was a peaceful
protest; for others, it marked
the beginning of a broader
movement to confront unan-
swered questions, demand
transparency, and challenge
the silence surrounding these
tragedies. Demartravion Reed,
Nolan Wells, Tasia Fortune,
Kohen Wiley, and Jaylen Lewis
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were among the young Black
people whose deaths and the
facts surrounding them have
incited questions that, accord-
ing to organizers, remain un-
resolved. Participants were en-
couraged to bring a sign, bring
a friend, and, most importantly,
bring their voices. The message
was explicit: when calls for ac-
countability go unanswered, si-
lence is not an option.

The march culminated at the
COFO Civil Rights Education
Center, a fitting destination
given its connection to the or-
ganizing efforts that helped
advance the Civil Rights Move-
ment in Mississippi. The loca-

The march begins at JSU’s Athletic Assembly Center, Blackout Rally.

tion reminded everyone that
meaningful change often be-
gins when ordinary people
come together in response to
institutions that have failed to
meet their responsibilities.

For Jakari Holland, founder
of the Mississippi Access Proj-
ect and rally organizer, the
turnout was both overwhelm-
ing and encouraging. As partic-
ipants cheered and celebrated
their collective efforts, Holland
made one thing clear: this was
only the beginning. Chants
rang through the streets: “That
could have been me!”

Holland added, “I think peo-
ple need to understand that this

PHOTOS BY RASHEDA BELL

march was about more than
bringing students together for
a day. We attend Jackson State
University, a publicly funded
institution with a history deep-
ly rooted in the Civil Rights
Movement. And decades later,
here we are, another generation
of young Black Mississippians
having to ask questions about
the safety of our communities
and whether our lives are be-
ing treated with the serious-
ness they deserve. There is a
constant narrative that young
people are socially apathetic,
but I think what happened on

March
Continued on page 3

State of the City:
Mayor John Horhn

says Jackson is

turning

a corner

Mayor vows to spur development, clear
blight and fill over 100 potholes a day
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Jackson Mayor John Horhn delivers his State of the City address

at the Jackson Convention Complex on Tuesday, Oct. 13, 2026.
Credit: Eric Shelton/Mississippi Today

By Molly Minta
Mississippi Today

About a year after Jackson
Mayor John Horhn began de-
claring that “Jackson is ris-
ing,” he unveiled a new catch-
phrase Tuesday at his State of
the City address.

“Comebacks don’t get an-
nounced,” he told a jubilant
audience at the Jackson Con-
vention Center. “They get
built. They get repaired. They
get paved. And Jackson is
rolling.”

Horhn, a Democrat who
took office July 1, 2025, re-
turned to the catchphrase
repeatedly throughout his
speech to remind Jacksoni-
ans that his administration is
following through on at least
some of its promises.

New business permits are
being approved faster than
before, Horhn said, citing data
from the Planning and Devel-
opment Department. A much-
anticipated bid to redevelop
the dilapidated Jackson Zoo
has been posted. And Thalia
Mara Hall was reopened.

“Broadway is back in Jack-
son,” Horhn said to whoops
and cheers.

While Jackson still lacks
up-to-date annual financial
reports, the city made prog-
ress by completing its 2023
audit last year, Horhn said.
Working with the Jackson
City Council, he asserted that
his administration erased a
$25 million deficit in the city
budget.

“You deserve to know
where your money goes,” Ho-
rhn said. “And anyone think-
ing about investing in Jackson
deserves confidence that our
financial house is in order.”

The development-minded
mayor praised the private

investment underway in
Jackson, shouting out afford-
able housing developments
planned for Robinson Road
in west Jackson and Raymond
Road in south Jackson, as
well as apartment complexes
that developer Gabriel Prado
is constructing in north Fon-
dren.

Horhn also repeatedly ap-
plauded recent steps to nab
what many view as Jackson’s
economic white whale: a
developed riverfront on the
flood-controlled banks of the
Pearl River.

Some influential Jackso-
nians backing these efforts
joined the mayor on stage, in-
cluding Horhn’s key support-
ers Bishop Ronnie Crudup Sr.
of New Horizon Church In-
ternational, lawyer-developer
Robert Graham, and local res-
taurateur Jeff Good.

Horhn depicted Jackson as a
place where concrete is pour-
ing into new developments
and asphalt is rolling on roads.

In partnership with Hinds
County, the mayor said the
city is now filling over 100
potholes a day — up from 38
potholes a day during his State
of the City address last year.

“This is the biggest year of
paving Jackson has seen in 40
years,” he said.

Horhn added the city will
ramp up efforts later this
month to resurface some 600
streets and fix drainage prob-
lems over the next year. And
he promised Jackson would
finally smooth bumpy Med-
gar Evers Boulevard — an esti-
mated $40 million project that
began under his predecessor,
Chokwe Antar Lumumba.

Pete Perry, a member of the

Jackson
Continued on page 3

John Horhn delivers his State of the City address at the Jackson
Convention Complex on Tuesday, Oct. 13, 2026.
CREDIT: ERIC SHELTON/MISSISSIPPI TODAY
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For Chancery Judge

By Stephen Helper & Bobby Rush
Mississippi Link Newswire

What’s it all about? — “4 ' f DISTRICT 11 SUBDISTRICT 2
striving symbol of determina- MADISON COUNTY

tion and resilience, of opti-
mism and hope, that all of us LEAKE COUNTY
need right now.”

Broadway World Triple - {
Grammy-winner Bobby Rush :
has a foot-stomping, uplift-
ing, funky blues story that
he wants to tell. From the THE BI]BBY HUSH Mu IBAI-
juke joints of the South to the
Grammy stage, Bobby Rush’s , By Stephen Helper
life is a story of perseverance, and Bobby Rush

artistry, and soul. o
This electrifying  world - S WORLD PREMIERE MUSICAL
premiere musical developed (& ; 5 BASED ON THE LIFE OF
by New Stage Theatre blends  ENaXy : p G
R .oy GRAMMY-WINNING LIVING

live music with storytelling . %

to trace a remarkable journey — [FEESEE " > LEGEND BOBEY RUSH.

through American history and Y, ! i

the blues. L WY i ' OCTOBER 20 -
Slippin’ Through the Cracks ({2t NOVEMBER 1, 2026

encapsulates the message Bob-

by Rush has for us today: “If " =

a dirt-poor country boy, with

no education, no opportuni-

tes, faced with great troubles, October 20-24, 27, 29-31, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. "f () fl‘ P] N O ‘? E J.\ l B lﬁ ]{ 3 I{ ])

can make it through life doing
what he loves, so can you.” October 25 & November 1, 2026 at 2:00 p.m.
Recommended for ages 16+ October 28, 2026 at 1:00 p.m. Paid for by Committee to Elect Rhonda C. Cooper for Chancery Court Judge
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FREE RIDE
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ABSENTEE VOTING FOR THE RESIDENTS OF HINDS,
RANKIN,MADISON, ADAMS, AMITE, COPIAH,
LEFLORE, WILKINSON, & SUNFLOWER COUNTY
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You may vote absentee in person if you: i
+ Will be outside your county on Election Day for any reason. PART_TI ME CANVASSERS CANVASSER LEAD i

» Are a student, teacher, or school administrator whose studies or employment require you to be away from

your county on Election Day. Qualifying spouses and dependents may also vote absentee.

» Must work or remain on call while the polls are open. j 22 AN HUUR
+ Have a temporary or permanent physical disability that makes in-person voting a substantial hardship or [

e

potential danger. . PRGN S e 4
» Are caring for a hospitalized parent, spouse, or dependent with a disability under qualifying circumstances. ¥ AN H OU R i Now HIRING IN.

» Are 65 years old or older.

« Are an eligible member, employee, spouse, or dependent of Mississippi's congressional delegation who will
be away on Election Day. | FI-EXIBI-E SCHEDULE JACKSON’ MS
1 MERIDIAN, ms

PADWEEKLY  grfivry

» Areincarcerated but remain eligible to vote because you have not been convicted of a disenfranchising i
crime. (By mail) i

SEPTEMBER 28-OCTOBER 31, 2026

EVERY MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, AND FRIDAY: 10:00AM-5:00PM i

HINDS, RANKINADAMS, AMITE, COPIAH, LEFLORE GET PAID. MAKE AN IMPACT. BE THE CHANGE.
WILKINSON, &MADISON COUNTY: 601-208-0983 EMAIL: cnnEEBS@WEMHST vu'I'E
SUNFLOWER COUNTY: 662-887-5805 ;
Must scan QR code to sign up and request ride! EMAIL ONLY, NO CALLS AGGEPTED!!
MAKE YOUR VOTE COUNT IN 2026!
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Continued from page 1

ho have not voted regularly came out, they could fundamentally shift He was asked if his concern is limited to the volume of applications  other groups, just love it. It’s behind me now, I don’t have to worry.”

he power, purpose, and potential of our elections.” The shift is signifi-  versus the amount of resources to process the applications. The success of this event, and every other step that is taken to ensure
cant, away from marching in the streets for issues, but rather to march Wallace responded, “It’s the amount and the actual data that’s on eligible voters the right to cast their vote, becomes highly significant.
straight to the polls. the application. I have a great staff, they plan on working on Saturday, Efforts to undermine the right to vote have surged in states under Re-
Blackmon stated, just outside the Clerk’s Office, “I’'m just so happy  which is not required but I plan to pay them overtime so we can get publican leadership, especially after President Trump falsely claime
hat people know that this is the time to demonstrate their voice in de-  through them all. We have a lot of applications that are not filled out  widespread voter fraud in the 2020 election when he lost to President
mocracy and that we all need to be out here voting and tell everybody completely. Some just have a printed name and a signature, no address,  Biden. Years later, Trump has never let up, and his base, which certain-
else we know to come to vote as well. I think this process for absentee  no contact information, so those will be set to the side — we really can’t  ly includes the majority white and Republican Mississippi legislature,
in-person, where we are using the machine rather than the envelopes — do anything with them. When people do voter drives, they need to  does whatever they can to marginalize voters who don’t look and act
here people wouldn’t always get their signature correct — is a much  turn the information in as soon as possible, so we can process them. like them.
etter process.” A deadline is a deadline, but that also means things happening at the Mississippi’s SHEILD Act took effect on July 1, 2026, and focuses
It would be difficult to find a more experienced Circuit Clerk than  last minute.” on voter registration. It is an effort to mimic parts of the national SAVE
Hinds County’s Zach Wallace. He has served as Clerk for over ten Jo Ella Kelly was beaming as she exhaled after casting her ballotand ~ Act that has not been passed by the US Senate. Voter identification is
ears and held other positions in the office for eighteen years prior.  took a seat to take it all in. “I still do what I’m supposed to do, but guess  critical for registration, but also at the polls. For most, having a Missis-
hen asked by this writer about the reported backlog of voter registra-  what, I’'m supposed to be having knee surgery and shoulder surgery, sippi Driver’s License with the Real Id Gold Star, will serve you wel
ions that his office is seeing, he shared, “we have had so many voter  but I refuse to let ya’ll down.” When asked what it was like to be here  on Election Day. Birth Certificates and Passports can also be used as
registration drives, and a lot of people drop them off on the deadline. today with the marchers and voting, she said, “I love it. I thank God for  voter identification. In the event there is a question about your status o
e have so many and some from a month ago and people are con- today. It makes me so I don’t have to worry now while I’'m out there eligibility, it is your right under federal law to cast your vote by “Af-
cerned that they do not have a voter card yet.” He asked for patience. ~ working. My voting is done. I love working with Miss Danielle and the  fidavit Ballot.”

Jackson March

Continued from page 1 Continued from page 1

1% Sales Tax Commission which pays for in- friends, or family members. We cannot continue Instead, he redirected attention to the move-
frastructure projects in Jackson, questioned if - waiting for another tragedy before recognizing ment’s stated purpose and its next steps.
the city will be able to repave Medgar Evers : ) our collective responsibility to one another. As “Marching was never the end goal,” Holland
Boulevard without putting up more local : ' S part of a public institution, we have every right emphasized.
funding. “I would be shocked if it gets done,” . ' to make these demands. Young people are con- Organizers outlined two key demands: ar
he said. . - stantly being told that we are the future, but we independent investigation into the Mississippi
Perry added that 2026 may be a notable year | are living with the consequences of decisions State Medical Examiner’s Office and a public
in terms of miles repaved in Jackson, but he made for our future right now. We should not town hall with Jackson Mayor John Horhn and
added the claim needs context. In previous . ~ | have to wait until we are older, hold public of- relevant public officials to address safety con-
years, he said the commission spent millions : : ? - fice, or experience another tragedy before our cerns affecting local communities. They are
more to completely rebuild roads, such as Riv- :‘ By, = & S voices are taken seriously.” seeking more than an opportunity to speak. The
erside Drive in Belhaven, setting the stage for i E i Despite reported concerns about road and want meaningful engagement in the democratic
paving projects now happening under Horhn. \ { 74 P ) pathway closures due to construction along process, transparent answers to their questions,
Toward the end of his speech, Horhn re- B the planned route, organizers and participants and concrete commitments from elected and ap-
marked that Jackson has more ideas than re- il i pressed on, taking less-traveled roads rather pointed officials to protect and serve the public.
sources to address its considerable challenges. / s than abandoning the march. Their determina- The significance of the October 7th rally will
Acknowledging Jackson’s ongoing battle ek ' tion reflected the very spirit of the rally: ob- ultimately be measured not by the number of
with blight, the mayor said the city has in- stacles might alter the route, but they would signs held high, the chants that echoed througt
vested $900,000 to demolish or clean up 40 : not erase the reason for marching. The crowd’s the streets, or the distance participants traveled.
properties. But that is just a tiny fraction of response was captured in a defiant declaration: Its significance will be measured by what hap-
the tens of millions of dollars that city offi- |3 “No blocked streets will stop our cause!” An- pens next: whether the questions raised receive
cials say will be needed to clear more than M A other sign carried its own message: “No Title, serious attention, whether people pursue the re-
3,200 blighted properties. ; Position, or Advisor Can Silence a Movement quested answerability, and whether the voices of
And some challenges will be self-imposed. That Has Already Found Its Voice!” young Black Mississippians are met with actio
In the speech, Horhn made new pledges for The rally also raised questions about institu- rather than silence.
the city. tional leadership and the public’s duty. When At an institution whose history is intertwined
He said his administration would publish Jakari Holland addresses the crowd and states the an audiepce member asked how the. campus Wi.th the struggle for civil rights, thfs ll’IE.II'Ch re-
quarterly data on permitting timelines, code importance of this movemen community viewed Jackson State University’s minded everyone that each generation inherits
enforcement, and housing investments. And, president, appearing in photo opportunities both the promise of progress and the responsi-
finally, Horhn committed to redeveloping October 7th challenges that. with Mississippi Attorney General Lynn Fitch, bility to keep pursuing it. The students raised
Farish Street. “We brought students and community mem- Holland reiterated that the Mississippi Access their voices. Now the question is whether those
“Yeah, I said that, too,” Horhn said. “We’re bers together because these losses are personal Project is nonpartisan and declined to comment  with the power to respond will listen — and
gonna get it done this time.” to us. They could have been our classmates, on the political question. whether listening will finally lead to answers.

Reputation.
Earned.

THROUGH NATIONALLY
RECOGNIZED OUTCOMES.

At Mississippi Heart and Vascular Institute at FMOL Health | St. Dominic, every patient, every procedure
and every outcome has helped shape who we are today. National accreditations, leading physicians and

advanced cardiovascular care have earned the trust of patients and providers across Mississippi.

When your heart demands proven expertise, choose the team whose reputation has been earned

through every heartbeat protected.

FMOL Health

St. Dominic

Mississippi Heart and
stdom.com/heart Vascular Institute
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V/|RE-ELECT -
BENNIE _ A

U.S.CONGRESS

2ND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

U.S. Congressman
Bennie Thompson...

U. S. Congressman Bennie Thompson.... A friendly reminder to all voters: If you have
any concerns about your name or voter registration status on the voter roll,
please contact your local Circuit Clerk’s Office or Election Commission to verify your
information. Taking a moment to confirm your voter registration can help ensure
your information is accurate and up to date before the November 3rd, Election Day.

CHECK YOUR
VOTER STATUS

To confirm that vou're
registered to vote in the
upcoming election, check yvour
voter registration status.

REGISTERSHOWUPVOTE.COM

Check Your Voter Information

Are You Registered To Vote?
(‘;

§</1 Has Your Address Changed?
» \\ Has Your Name Changed?
A\

Vote "™
Bennie Thompson
November 3rd

il: ie_th lisouth.
RE-ELECT Bennie Thompson VOTE NOVEMBER3 2026 Email: bennie_thompson@bellsouth.net

Phone: (601) 866-9100 or 1 (800) 423-6643

1//
“Defend Democracy Website: http://www.benniethompson.com
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Building a future at home

Jonestown s youngest mayor focuses on opportunity for youth

By Keitashaonna Kennedy
Delta Devils Gazette Intern

At 24 years old, Columbus
Russell Jr. became the youngest
mayor in Jonestown’s history
when he took office July 1, 2025.
Published reports also have
identified him as Mississippi’s
youngest active mayor.

For Russell, creating oppor-
tunities in his hometown means
addressing a question famil-
iar to many young people in
small communities: Must they
leave home to build a future?
His priorities include improv-
ing infrastructure, expanding
housing opportunities and at-
tracting businesses to help make
Jonestown a place where people
want to stay and invest.

“I understand some of the con-
cerns of our older residents, but I
also understand what our young
people are facing and why so
many feel like they have to leave
small towns like ours to find op-
portunities,” Russell said.

His decision to pursue the
mayor’s office grew from his
connection to the town and a
desire to help shape its future.
“Jonestown is home for me,” he
said. “I'm from here, I know the
people, I know the challenges,
and I also know the potential our
community has.”

Turning that potential into
progress requires addressing
basic needs. Russell identified
infrastructure, housing, aban-
doned properties and economic
development as some of the
town’s biggest challenges.

“In a small town, resources

Jonestown Mayor Columbus Russell Jr. (center), joined by area youth, participates in a ribbon-cutting ceremony marking the renovation of a
local basketball court. The renovated court provides recreational space for residents and young people. COURTESY PHOTO

can be limited, so you have to
build partnerships and be cre-
ative about how you move things
forward,” he said.

According to Russell, the town
has been working to clean up the
community, address nuisance
properties, improve infrastruc-
ture and expand housing oppor-
tunities. He said developing rela-
tionships with organizations that
can bring additional resources to
Jonestown is another part of that
effort.

“We are also focused on at-
tracting businesses and creating
a community where people want
to live, raise their families, and
invest,” Russell said. “I know
everything will not happen over-
night, but my goal is to make
sure we are consistently moving
forward.”

Community perspectives on
young leadership

Demetrius Stevenson, prop-

erty manager of Summit Garden
Apartments, described Russell
as a determined young leader
who wants to see his home-
town succeed. “I would describe
Mayor Russell as a young, de-
termined, and ambitious leader
who wants to see his community
succeed,” Stevenson said.

Stevenson said she was proud
to see someone so young take
on the responsibility of leading
a community. Drawing from her
experience in property manage-
ment, she emphasized the impor-
tance of communication, dedica-
tion and making decisions that
benefit others.

“I believe age doesn’t deter-
mine your ability to lead. It’s
about your mindset, dedication,
and willingness to make a differ-
ence,” she said. However, while
expressing optimism about Rus-
sell’s leadership, Stevenson ac-
knowledged the challenges asso-

"CARS 1 COFFEE

NISSAN CANTON

TETON GRAVITY RESEARCH

FILM SCREENING
BEGINS AT 1200 P

The Nissan Central Region is excited to partner with the Canton Vehicle Assembly Plant
for an upcoming Cars & Coffee event featuring a unique opportunity to experience
the Nissan Frontier in its element through an off-road Frontier Ride & Drive,
along with a Teton Gravity Research (TGR) film screening.

SATURDAY

CARS & COFFEE
8:00 AM - 12.00 PM

it

| 300 NISSAN DRIVE, CANTON, M$

GATE 1, TRAINING CENTER

FRONTIER OFF-ROAD

X\ RIDE& DRIVE

8:00 AM - 2:00 PM

TGR FILM SCREENING
BEGINS AT 12:00 PM

-

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC & FREE ADMISSION

COME FOR THE COFFEE. STAY FOR THE ADVENTURE.

ciated with meeting community
expectations.

“Everybody has different
opinions about what needs to be
done,” Stevenson said. “Being in
management myself, I know you
cannot please everybody, but you
can always do your best to make
fair decisions and put the people
first.”

Stevenson said she hopes to
see continued improvements in
housing, neighborhood condi-
tions, community safety and op-
portunities for young residents.

“I would love to see more im-
provements in housing, street
conditions, community safety,
and opportunities for our youth,”
she said. “As a property manag-
er, I know how important it is for
families to live in a safe, clean,
and welcoming environment.”

Investing in Jonestown’s fu-
ture

Beyond housing and infra-

structure, recreational oppor-
tunities for young people are
another part of Jonestown’s
community development efforts.
A ribbon-cutting  ceremony
marked the renovation of a local
basketball court, an improved
space for residents to gather and
participate in recreational activi-
ties.

Russell said growing up in
Jonestown shaped his approach
to leadership, emphasizing ac-
cessibility, listening and show-
ing up for residents. His mes-
sage to other young people is
that they can contribute to their
hometowns before they have all
the answers or hold an elected
position.

“I became mayor at 24, and |
definitely did not know every-
thing,” Russell said. “I am still
learning every day.”

When asked what advice he
would give students at Mississip-

pi Valley State University, Rus-
sell encouraged them to embrace
opportunities, remain willing to
learn and recognize the value
they can bring to their commu-
nities.

His remarks about MVSU
came in response to the inter-
viewer’s question, not as a claim
that he attended the university.
He urged students to consider
how their talents could benefit
the places that raised them.

Starting a business, mentoring
a young person, volunteering or
serving on a board are among the
ways he said they can make a dif-
ference. “Sometimes we grow up
thinking success means leaving
home and never coming back,
but our communities need our
talent too,” Russell said.

As Mississippi’s youngest ac-
tive mayor and the youngest
mayor in Jonestown’s history,
Russell is navigating the respon-
sibilities of local government
while encouraging younger gen-
erations to take an active role in
shaping their communities.

For Russell, building a stron-
ger hometown is not simply
about attracting development. It
is also about giving young people
a reason to believe their future
can begin right where they are.

Keitashaonna  Kennedy s
an MVSU Department of Mass
Communication graduate stu-
dent pursuing her Master of Arts
degree in Convergent Media.
For more information about the
department’s M.A. in Conver-
gent Media, email masscomm@
mvsu.edu or call (662) 254-3630.
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New Season. New Roads.
New Adventures.

As the leaves begin to change and cooler days arrive, fall brings new opportunities
to get out and explore. Whether you need a dependable car for your daily
commute, a spacious SUV for family trips, a rugged truck for work or an ATV for
hitting the trails, Hope Credit Union can help put you in the driver's seat.

HOPE offers competitive rates and flexible terms on new and preowned vehicle
loans.” Our experienced team will work with you to find a financing option that fits
your needs and budget—so you can move forward with confidence.

Current HOPE members can apply through HOPE Digital Banking. You can also visit
your nearest branch to speak with a HOPE team member.

Explore HOPE vehicle loan options by scanning the QR code or by visiting
www.hopecu.org/autoloan.

Visit one of our Greater Jackson locations!

I-55 Jackson Branch Medical Mall Branch University Boulevard Branch

& HOPE Economic 350 Woodrow Wilson Ave. 1748 University Blvd.

Empowerment Center Suite 370B Jackson, MS 39204

5471 1-55 North Jackson, MS 39213 (601)965-7100

Jackson, MS 39206 (601)362-8050 Monday - Thursday 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM
(601) 524-1745 Monday - Friday 8:30AM - 1:00PM & Friday 9:00 AM - 5:30 PM

Monday - Thursday 9:00AM - 4:30PM & 2:00 PM - 4:30 PM

& Friday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Brighter Futures Begin with HOPE.

Hope []e]=

Federally Insured by NCUA | NMLS #653874

credit union www.hopecu.org | 1-866-321-HOPE (4673)

'All loans subject to credit approval.
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" November 3rd will be a Defining
Moment in your voting life

changing chaos for calm. We are  receiving to important questions
exchanging extremism for ratio- are inadequate and just amount
nal thinking. Lastly, we are ex- to word salad without the oil and
changing hopelessness for hope.  vinegar.

Having hope each day is im- Reporters and news organi-
portant for us to have. If we are  zations were asked to leave the
honest, hope has been in short White House press room last
supply for us recently. Every day ~month. How could that be? It
there is something else to drain was because the administration
us. It could be argued that we are  believed they were giving fake
just going through life’s motions. news to the American people.

By James B. Ewers Jr. Ed.D.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio

We are getting
closer to a day that
most  Americans
| want. [ suspect ev-
ery time we go to
the grocery store,
we think about
what might be. Each experience
we have at the gas pumps, we
want the day to come sooner.

Well citizens of our beloved
nation, election day is close! Can
you feel it? The anticipation of it
almost rivals a holiday. Our ex-
citement is boiling over!

We are talking with our fam-
ily and friends as if there will
be some type of gift exchange.
In a strange way, there will be
an exchange. Americans are ex-

And that’s sad.

The courts have now ruled that

There are only a small per- they are able to return.
centage of Americans who be- With all that is taking place
lieve that our country is faring now, the November 3rd mid term
well. Trying to convince them elections are looming large. Al-
otherwise is unwise. I truly think ~ most every voting prognosticator
that America is sick and tired of  is saying this will be an extreme-
going through this misery and ly important election.
strife. Frustration has set in and Polling suggests the Demo-
has been the call of the day for crats will win back the House of

way too long.

Representatives. According to

Answers that we have been NBC News, “National polling

averages show Democrats lead-
ing with roughly 52% of the con-
gressional preference compared
to 43% for the Republicans.”

If you look at this poll as an ex-
ample of what’s to come, then the
Democrats may win. However,
do you remember what the polls
said about Kamala Harris win-
ning the presidency?

Democratic leadership must
work hard and not take anything
for granted. If they do, then the
outcome will not be to their lik-
ing.

Some political experts are
suggesting that the GOP might
lose the Senate as well. It is my
opinion that’s a longshot. Too
much must happen to make that
become a reality.

Reports from the New York
Times and Siena University sug-

gest that the Democratic Senate
candidates are leading or tied
in several states. Some of these
states include Texas and Alaska.
It looks hopeful but cast a suspi-
cious eye.

Fox News is saying that in
Texas, Democrat James Talarico
is holding a slight edge (2 points)
over Republican Ken Paxton.
These numbers in my opinion
will change several times before
it is time to cast your ballot.

There is another senate race
that bears watching between
Maine Republican incumbent
Susan Collins and Democratic
challenger Troy Jackson. An
AARP poll shows Jackson lead-
ing while a New York Times poll
shows Collins leading. Right
now, it is just too close to call.

It’s important to note that

Senator Collins has been in some
other tight races, and she has al-
ways won. She has been a United
States Senator for over 29 years.

Politicians in Washington are
paying attention to these races.
For example, Democratic Rep-
resentative Joe Morelle (NY)
said, “We’re working every day
to make sure we’re prepared. You
should have confidence that the
system works.”

On the Senate side, Senator
Chuck Schumer has expressed
similar sentiments. Everyone
wants a fair and trouble-free
election. The American people
want to feel like their votes count
and aren’t subject to recalls.

So, in the coming weeks, like
the song lyrics from Archie Bell
and The Drells go, “There’s gon-
na be a showdown.”

Shhh ... Have you silently
divorced your spouse?

By LaShunda Calvert, Ph.D.
Tips for a Good Marriage
; One of my
: | favorite his-
torical  top-
ics to lecture
' | about as a
P Historian  is
~ about  mar-
riage and divorce practices
in early ancient civiliza-
tions. One of the early civi-
lizations/religions  marital
and divorce practices that
fascinates me the most is
early Islamic culture.

In the early pre-Islamic/
Arabia culture if a husband
wanted to divorce his wife
— he didn’t have to pursue
or adhere to special divorce
filings or proceedings; the
process was very simple.
The husbands were only re-
quired to repeat, “I want a
divorce,” three times before
a witness and their divorce
was granted, which is re-
ferred to as, Triple Talaq.

Although, men were
granted this special process
of dissolving their marriage
— many rarely divorced be-
cause they would also have
to return the dowry (prop-
erty like land, animals, etc.)
to their wives or her fam-
ily which was given to him
upon marriage.

Typically, when I give this
lecture, my students find it
hilarious especially when
[ asks, “how many couples
would divorce today if it
was that simple?” And of
course, everyone exclaims,
“all of them!” And they re-
ally laugh when I confess
that both my husband would
possibly be a part of the “all
group,” (don’t judge me — I
only do it to make them
laugh and it works every
time darling).

Unfortunately, the idea of
silently divorcing a spouse
is becoming more com-
mon. What does it mean to
silently or quietly divorce
your spouse? It means that
a couple is legally married
on paper, but they are living
independent lives outside of
their marriage. And based
on recent research, women,
especially women in their
40’s are pursuing silent di-
vorces.

Why Are Couples Silently
Divorcing Each Other?

Like normal divorce pro-
ceedings, silent divorces
does not occur overnight
— it sometimes involves
years of the following: dis-
appointment, lack of com-
munication, not able to live
your dream — soon discover
that you are only living the
dream of your spouse — yes
you are ONE but the two of
you must make decisions
that supports each other’s
aspirations/dreams,  unre-
solved hurts/offenses, men-
tally and emotionally drain
— iron eventually wears
out, spouse neglect/aban-
donment (will be surprised
how phones, social media
is destroying marriages
— put up the Technology),
UNHAPPY/MISERABLE-
THE THRILL IS SIMPLY
GONE, lack of affection/
intimacy — where there is no
touch, the marriage WILL
perish; it’s just a matter of
time! God never intended
for marriage to be platonic
or for a spouse to earn and/
or buy intimacy.

And yes, I agree that
spouses as God desires them
to, should treat their spouses
in a way that will help make
it easier for intimacy to oc-
cur — foreplay starts before
the bedroom.

What Are the Signs
That You Have Silently Di-
vorced Your Spouse?

QUIET — nothing is hap-
pening between you two
except for maybe discuss-
ing important stuff like chil-
dren, bills, business matters,
etc. for the most part, you
are roommates — living your
own lives.

Why Do Couples opt to
Silently Divorce Rather
Than Go Through the Le-
gal Divorce Process?

As Johnny Taylor sang,
“It’s Cheaper to Keep Her!”
Many stay due to wanting to
avoid the financial pitfalls,
avoid the entanglements of
assets/property division,
and many stay for the sake
of the children, for status,
but probably mostly due to
dowries - money!

What Can Couples Do to
Help Prevent Silent/Legal
Divorces?

 Pray for each other and
together daily

* Be intentional and con-

sistent about loving each
other

 Invest in the health of
your marriage — get routine
check up’s — seek Godly/pro-
fessional Marriage Counsel-
ing/join and actively partici-
pate in a Marriage Ministry

The First Columbus Day
was declared In the
shadow of a lynching

In the Windy City, Frederick Douglass and Ida B. Wells

spotlighted what Washington wanted forgotten

even when you think things By Ben Jealous
are going well People For the American Way

* Keep ALL outsiders of
out your marriage — there
are only two names on your
Marriage License

» Work together as a team
in EVERYTHING

* Empathize

This month, we
mark Columbus
Day. The first one
was a Chicago
story. In the fall
of 1892, the na-
tion  celebrated

* Support each other’s four hundred years since Co-
ambitions — you not the only lumbus reached the Americas.
one with a vision and dream Chicago was its grandest stage.

* Spend quality time to- The city dedicated the grounds
gether of the World’s Columbian Expo-

* Communicate about EV- sition.

ERYTHING! When the world arrived the

* Hold each other account- next spring, Frederick Douglass
able — do not enable was there. He was the most pho-

* Forgive quickly tographed American of his cen-

¢ Confess your faults to tury. At seventy-five, he ran the
each other especially if you Haitian Pavilion for the govern-
have caused the hurt/offense ment of Haiti.

e Make amends — redeem

Ida B. Wells worked beside

the time him, putting a pamphlet into
* Treat each other the way the hands of foreign visitors.
you want to be treated She sent out 10,000 copies.
Many have failed to pre- When hecklers jeered one of his
vent divorce resulting in si- speeches, Douglass threw aside
lent/legal divorces. This is his notes and spoke right over
truly sad because it can be them.

prevented if BOTH spouses

The pamphlet asked why Afri-

commit to investing in hav- can Americans had been left out
ing a healthy, happy, and of the fair’s exhibits and plan-
loving home! ning. Douglass had a place there

In conclusion, shhh ... only because Haiti gave him one.

have you silently divorced

He wrote the pamphlet’s open-

your spouse? Life is too ing as a wish list. Every item on it
short to be miserable, there- was something he could not hon-
fore either legally divorce estly tell the world. He wished
or fight for your marriage he could say the national gov-
as you promised to in your ernment “is not a rope of sand.”
vows! Shhh ... Let not man A rope of sand looks strong. It
put asunder what God has holds nothing. Douglass meant a
joined together! government too weak to protect
Contact Dr. LaShunda “American citizens of whatever
Calvert for speaking en- color, at home.”
gagements  (Motivational, He wished he could say it
Ministering, Marriage would send warships to pun-
Counseling, Marriage ish “the murder of its citizens
Workshops, Marriage in New Orleans.” Washington
Seminars, Marriage Con- sent warships when Americans
ferences, etc) Marriage were harmed overseas. Douglass
Ministry:  The  Restora- knew. He had been America’s
tion Church, 3931 Hanging top diplomat in Haiti. At home,
Moss Rd., Suite H, Jackson, the government did nothing.
MS 39206, follow on Insta- Everyone who received their
gram: letsstay2getherdever message knew what had hap-
(Dr.  LaShunda Calvert), pened in New Orleans. Two
Facebook: Dr. LaShunda years earlier, the city saw one
Calvert, Email: letsstayto- of the largest mass lynchings in
getherdeva@gmail.com  or American history. The victims
via contact# 601-596-2528. were Italians and Italian Ameri-

cans.

On March 14, 1891, a lynch
mob broke into the jail. It killed
eleven men accused in the mur-
der of the city’s police chief.
Three had just been found not
guilty. Three had a trial end with
no verdict. Five had never been
tried. No one was ever punished
for their murders.

Italy’s top diplomat in Wash-
ington said only three or four of
the dead were Italian citizens.
The rest were Americans, or on
their way to becoming Ameri-
cans. Italy wanted the killers
tried. It wanted payment for the
victims’ families.

Secretary of State James G.
Blaine said Washington could
not promise a trial. Murder was
Louisiana’s business. Italy called
its diplomat home. However,
President Benjamin Harrison
admitted the problem to Con-
gress. He asked Congress to let
federal courts try crimes against
foreigners.

Congress did nothing. So the
government paid instead. In
April 1892, the United States
gave Italy 125,000 francs, about
$25,000, for the victims’® fami-
lies.

Blaine wrote that the President
hoped the money would “efface
all memory of the unhappy trag-
edy.” In other words, forget it.
Italy said the two nations were
friends again.

Three months later, Harrison
proclaimed a national holiday
for Columbus. That fall, Wash-
ington sent two warships to Ge-
noa for Italy’s own Columbus
celebration.

The same government that
could not protect eleven men
in a New Orleans jail sent war-
ships to honor Italy. So the first
Columbus Day was declared in
the shadow of the lynching. Italy
had a king and a navy. The fami-
lies of its citizens got paid. The
families of the Italian Americans
killed beside them got nothing.

When a lynch mob turned on
these European immigrants,
smeared as criminals, the world
took notice. African Americans
lived with that danger every
day. In 1891 alone, the Chicago

Tribune counted 169 African
Americans killed by lynch mobs.
Their families got nothing. No
foreign power spoke for them.
No warship sailed.

Congress waited 131 years to
make lynching a federal crime.
The Emmett Till Antilynching
Act became law in 2022. Until
then, the rope was sand.

The first Columbus Day asked
Americans to look away from a
lynch mob and toward a hero.
In one sense, it worked. Ital-
ian Americans are safe today in
ways their great-grandparents
were not.

But the terror did not end. It
moved. In time, the Ku Klux
Klan would come for Catholic
immigrants of every kind. For
African Americans, the danger
changed shape. It did not end.
Too often, the killers had friends
in government.

Douglass refused to let the
world look away. He said what
the government would not. Black
Americans were being “tor-
tured, shot, hanged or burned
to death,” he wrote. They died
“without ever seeing a judge, a
jury or advocate.”

In the same breath, he named
New Orleans, reminding all that
Black Americans were not the
only ones whose rights and lives
were put at risk by a weak fed-
eral response to lynch mobs.

He also held out something
better. Douglass asked whether
America was “the better or the
worse” for being made of many
peoples. His answer was “bet-
ter.”

Every nation has a mission, he
said, rooted in its “character and
composition.” America’s Wwas
plain. It was to become the most
perfect “national illustration of
the unity and dignity of the hu-
man family that the world has
ever seen.”

That is still our mission. This
Columbus Day, let us remember
the context of the first one. And
let us reflect on how far we have
come, or not, since then.

Ben Jealous is a professor
of practice at the University of
Pennsylvania and former presi-
dent and CEO of the NAACP.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed

pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.
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AUCTION FOR CITY OF JACKSON ABANDONED, STOLEN,
SEIZED VEHICLES, EVIDENCE, AND RECOVERED PROPERTY

To all interested

parties, known and
unknown,Pursuant to the
MS State Code of 1972,
Section 21-39-21, the City
of Jackson, Mississippi,
will sell at Public
Auction, the impounded,
abandoned, lost, stolen,
or misplaced motor
vehicles and equipment
listed on the attached
schedule. Unclaimed
motor vehicles and
equipment may be sold
after the expiration of
ninety (90) days from their
receipt or recovery by
the City of Jackson. The
auction will be held online
at https://marketplace.
autura.com/auctions/
jac-ms/ on October 27 at
10:00 am

A list and description of
abandoned/unclaimed
vehicles will be posted
pursuant to statutory
requirements in the
following locations:

Hinds County Court
House

Hinds Country Chancery
Court Building

Jackson City Hall/

City Clerk’s Office”
(10/1/2026)

8841296 « 1984/
FORD/F150/TAN ¢
1FTCF15F4ELA02323
8843633 * 2012/FORD/
FUSION/WHITE ¢
3FAHPOHAOCR177881
8847294 « 2001/
KAWASAKI/OTHER/RED
JKAZXBD101B513198
8847319 « 2006/SUZUKI/
OTHER/BLACK ¢
JS1GT76A462113164
8847322 « 2016/'YAMAHA/
OTHER/SILVER *
JYARMO6E6GA009963
8847348 « 1992/YAMAHA/
OTHER/PURPLE ¢
JYASHHE05NA039838
8847459 « 2012/FORD/
FUSION/BLACK °
3FAHPOHG8CR188129
8847480 « 2017/HYUNDALI/
SONATA/WHITE
5NPE34AF3HH481206
8847543 + -/OTHER-NOT
FOUND/OTHER/BLUE ¢
3NSNAE994L.H848120
8847559 « 2009/FORD/
FUSION/SILVER ¢
3FAHP06Z59R205174
8847610  2007/NISSAN/
VERSA/WHITE ¢
3N1BC11E47L441596
8847650 * 2023/NISSAN/
MAXIMA/BLACK ¢

1N4AAGEVOPC508329
8847659 » 2010/DODGE/
CHALLENGER/SILVER ¢
2B3CJ4DV5AH320498
8847702 - 2008/DODGE/
AVENGER/WHITE
1B3LC56K88N183125
8847717 » 2011/KIA/
OPTIMA/BLACK ¢
KNAGM4A76B5056548
8847737 » 2015/FORD/
FIESTA/WHITE »
3FADP4AJ6FM214448
8847827 2009/
DODGE/RAM/BLACK ¢
3D7KS28T99G514182
8847889 « 2006/NISSAN/
MURANO/SILVER
JNBAZ08T66W405959
8848171 « 2016/NISSAN/
ALTIMA/BLACK
1N4AL3AP4GC287284
8848279 » 1998/
MERCEDES/M
CLASS/SILVER »
4JGABS4E1WA045772
8848343  2018/KIA/
SEDONA/SILVER
KNDMAS5C15J6393993
8848449 - 2004/GMC/
SIERRA/WHITE »
1GTEK19T842239798
8848472 « 2005/TOYOTA/
CAMRY/SILVER
4T1BF32K85U102374
8848493 « 1993/TOYOTA/
OTHER/BLACK *
4TARN81AXPZ098910
8848551 « 2018/
HYUNDAI/IONIQ/BLACK ¢
KMHC75LC6JU103179
8848645 » 2016/FORD/
FUSION/SILVER ¢
3FA6POH76GR263021
8848650 * 2014/NISSAN/
SENTRA/BLACK «
3N1AB7AP6EY220181
8850960 « 2022/
FORD/F150/WHITE
1FTEW1C58NKD27033
8851016 « 2017/
FORD/F150/WHITE
1FTEW1EP4HFBO05715
8851224 » 2019/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/SILVER ¢
SNPD74LF3KH470615
8851451 « 2015/KIA/
FORTE/WHITE ¢
KNAFK4AG67F5291412
8851509 » 2015/FORD/
TAURUS/GRAY -
1FAHP2J86FG183182
8851685 2017/
HONDA/CRV/WHITE
5J6RW5H36HL004446

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

8851816 » 2016/KIA/
OPTIMA/WHITE -
5XXGT4L34GG001146
8851938 2015/
KIA/RIO/RED
KNADM4A30F6464138
8852007 2007/
CADILLAC/
ESCALADE/GOLD
1GYFK66897R302472
8852154 « 2005/HONDA/
ACCORD/GOLD -
1HGCM56775A075526
8852277 » 2015/
HYUNDAI/ACCENT/RED
KMHCT4AE4FU834498
8854857 » 1991/BUICK/
REGAL/MULTI-COLOR »
2G4WB54L0M1427593
8855007 « CHEVROLET/
OTHER/YELLOW -
F1L4769J287329
8855060 * 1983/BUICK/
LESABRE/SILVER ¢
1G4AN69Y9DH455322
8855223 « 1987/
HONDA/CIVIC/RED ¢
1HGEC4533HA040863
8855255 « 1993/
HONDA/CIVIC/RED ¢
2HGEJ2148PH513231
8855260 « 1978/
CHEVROLET/CHEYENNE/
WHITE « CKL1482122214
8855565 * 1998/FORD/
CROWN VICT/WHITE
2FAFP73W5WX158767
8855640 2013/
CHRYSLER/200/BLACK ¢
1C3CCBCG6DN737001
8855907 « 2017/
FORD/F250/WHITE
1FT7TW2BTOHEB80353
8855918 « 2017/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/BLACK
5NPE24AF1HH570498
8855930 « 2019/NISSAN/
SENTRA/BLACK ¢
3N1AB7AP8KY333710
8858529  2015/KIA/
OPTIMA/SILVER
5XXGM4AT73FG402740
8858694 2015/
TOYOTA/RAV4/SILVER
JTMBFREV2FJ043368
8858830 « 2018/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/BLACK
5NPE24AFXJH598676
8858842 « 2015/KTM/
OTHER/MULTI-COLOR »
MD2JYJ401FC221895
8859092 « 2014/NISSAN/
ALTIMA/BLACK ¢
1N4AL3APXEC297539

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

8859275 « 2006/JEEP/
COMMANDER/SILVER ¢
1J8HH48N46C248383
8859339 « 2012/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/WHITE -
SNPEB4AC1CH372180
8859360 « 2019/HYUNDAI/
TUCSON/BLUE »
KM8J23A41KU045165
8861500 » 2018/DODGE/
GRAND CARAVAN/WHITE
+ 2C4RDGBG0JR288480
8861606 » 2013/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/GOLD
SNPDH4AE3DH380861
8861618 « 2013/KIA/
OPTIMA/BLACK ¢
5XXGM4A72DG103513
8861669 » 2018/
CHEVROLET/
SPARK/WHITE »
KL8CB6SA1JC474371
8861896 « 2011/
FORD/F350/WHITE
1FT8W3BT3BEC96244
8862034 » 2007/
CHRYSLER/
PACIFICA/SILVER
2A8GM68X47R256190
8862037 » 2000/DODGE/
DURANGO/SILVER »
1B4HR28Y9YF 123655
8862081 « 2013/
HYUNDAI/SONATA/RED -
SNPEB4AC5DH793921
8862099  2015/KIA/
OPTIMA/BLACK ¢
S5XXGM4ATXFG504178
8862244 « 2007/HONDA/
ACCORD/WHITE »
1HGCM56897A061834
8864253 « 2008/
PONTIAC/G6/WHITE »
1G2ZF57B784112040
8864285 « 2011/NISSAN/
SENTRAJ/SILVER ¢
3N1AB6AP5BL623930
8864294 + 2007/
PONTIAC/G6/BLACK
1G2Z2G58B074121382
8864320 « 2013/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/BLUE
SNPDH4AE1DH233292
8864331 « CHEVROLET/
CORVETTE/BLUE »
1Z67J3S430798
8864510 « 2016/
KIA/RIO/WHITE ¢
KNADM4A38G6639060
8864624 « 2009/NISSAN/
MURANO/RED -
JN8BAZ18U29W006999
8864652 « 2011/NISSAN/
ALTIMA/SILVER
1N4AL2AP7BN484831

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

8864685 » 2013/FORD/
FOCUS/BLACK ¢
1FADP3F22DL375406
8868348 » 2016/FORD/
FUSION/MULTI-COLOR
3FA6POHDXGR192959
8872177 « 2011/
INFINITI/G37/SILVER
JN1CV6APXBM500565
8912422 » 2003/SUZUKI/
OTHER/WHITE
1S1GN7BA732101733
8912537 » 2006/HONDA/
MC - CBR-SERIES/BLUE °
JH2PC37046M309184
8912552  2002/SUZUKI/
OTHER/BLACK *
JS1GN7BA322102473
8912578 « 2008/
YAMAHA/YZFR6/BLUE ¢
JYARJO6E38A036709
8915152 » 1992/
CHEVROLET/
GMT-400/GRAY
2GCEC19K5N1211195
8930233 « -/OTHER-NOT
FOUND/OTHER/GREEN -
L6ZSCKLA9P1001238
8936757 « 2006/
KAWASAKI/OTHER/BLUE
* JKAEXMF166DA18252
9091762 « 2008/LAND
ROVER/RANGE ROVER
SPORT/BLACK ¢
SALSH23418A162908
9154072 + 1986/
NISSAN/300ZX/GRAY e
JN1HZ14S0GX148227
9392699 « 2011/HYUNDAL/
SONATA/SILVER ¢
SNPEB4AC3BH248507
9392746 + 1998/
CHEVROLET/MONTE
CARLO/BLACK
2G1WW12M0W9321901
9398325 2026/
MITSUBISHI/
OUTLANDER/GRAY
JA4J4VAB3TZ011462
9412844 + 2013/JEEP/
GRAND CHER/WHITE »
1C4RJFCT1DC599931
9481177 » 2012/HONDA/
ACCORD/GRAY -
1HGCP2F36CA075078
9483944 « 2009/TOYOTA/
OTHER/WHITE
4T3ZE11A69U016685
9492338 + 2000/
FORD/F250/WHITE
1FTNF20LOYEB78287
9492894 + 2005/
CHEVROLET/TAHOE/RED
* 1GNEC13T55J170520
9495687 « 2012/
NISSAN/ALTIMA/RED ¢

1N4AL2AP6CC212204
9495696 * 1996/
CHEVROLET/
GMT-400/WHITE »
2GCEC19M2T1100800
9496069 * 2003/FORD/
TAURUS/SILVER »
1FAFP53U43A131955
9496106 + 2006/
HYUNDAI/AZERA/GOLD
KMHFC46F56A085730
9503600 * 2013/KIA/
SOUL/BROWN -
KNDJT2A66D7535079
9515329 « 2012/
CADILLAC/SRX/BLACK ¢
3GYFNBE35CS588107
9518710 « 2011/
ACURA/TSX/GRAY
JH4CU2F63BC015701
9526890 * 2014/JEEP/
GRAND CHER/WHITE »
1C4RJFCG8EC121767
9538608 * 2000/FORD/
MUSTANG/GREEN -
1FAFP4448YF120086
9538628 * 1999/
TOYOTA/CAMRY/RED
4T1BG28K9XUS551287
9538654 * 2006/HONDA/
CIVIC/BROWN -
1HGFA165261L.116812
9545542 + 1968/DODGE/
CHALLENGER/MULTI-
COLOR + WL21C3A231934
9545554 « 2010/INFINITI/
FX35/MULTI-COLOR ¢
JNBAS1MU4AM802678
* 9546519 « 2014/
NISSAN/ALTIMA/WHITE -
1N4AL3AP5EN249242
9561650 * 2015/
RAM/1500/GRAY ¢
1C6RR6GT5FS691899
9569419 + 2007/
CHEVROLET/
SILVERADO/WHITE »
3GCEC14V17G175419
9584774 « 2005/BUICK/
LESABRE/TAN ¢
1G4HP54K05U155621
9584787 + 2007/
MERCEDES/E
CLASS/WHITE »
WDBUF56XX7B157713
9588206 * 2009/
ACURA/TSX/GRAY
JH4CU26639C022528
9596399 « 2006/HONDA/
ACCORD/BLACK
1HGCM56796A150941
9596416 « 2011/
MAZDA/CX-9/BLACK -
JM3TB2CA8B0304355

10/08/2026, 10/15/2026
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Advertisement
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)

99037-112426-Emergency Ambulance Services with Advanced Life Support
and Basic Life Support Capabilities

The City of Jackson (City) is requesting proposals from qualified Service Providers to
provide emergency ambulance services with advanced life support (ALS) and basic life
support (BLS) transport within the City. Said services are to be operated twenty-four (24)
hours per day, each day of the calendar year. The successful Proposer, after contract
negotiations, will be granted an exclusive contract to provide emergency ambulance
services with ALS and BLS transport within the City, as well as non-emergency patient
transport/transfer services, for an initial term of four (4) years, with the option to extend the
contract for an additional four (4) year term. The award of a contract for this proposal is
subject to the availability of funding.

THE CITY OF JACKSON RESERVES THE RIGHT, IN ITS SOLE DISCRETION,

TO COORDINATE, PARTICIPATE IN, OR OTHERWISE PURSUE A SEPARATE
PROCUREMENT PROCESS FOR SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR AMBULANCE AND
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES WITH HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, WHETHER
THROUGH A JOINT SOLICITATION, COOPERATIVE PROCUREMENT, OR SEPARATE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS. THE ISSUANCE OF THIS RFP DOES NOT OBLIGATE
THE CITY TO AWARD A CONTRACT PURSUANT TO THIS SOLICITATION. THE

CITY MAY, AT ANY TIME BEFORE CONTRACT EXECUTION, REJECT ANY OR

ALL PROPOSALS SUBMITTED IN RESPONSE TO THIS RFP, DISCONTINUE THIS
PROCUREMENT, OR ELECT TO OBTAIN THE REQUESTED SERVICES THROUGH A
SEPARATE PROCUREMENT PROCESS, INCLUDING A PROCUREMENT PROCESS
CONDUCTED JOINTLY WITH OR THROUGH HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI.
PROPOSERS SHALL NOT BE ENTITLED TO ANY COMPENSATION, REIMBURSEMENT,
DAMAGES, OR OTHER RELIEF ARISING FROM THE CITY’S DECISION NOT TO
AWARD A CONTRACT UNDER THIS RFP.

It is the City’s intent to evaluate properly submitted proposals based on technical merits,
management plans, and service providers’ in-person presentations. The City intends to
choose the Service Provider whose proposal provides the best overall value to the City.
Responding Service Providers shall be able to meet the City’s demand for quick and safe
responses to all emergency calls and must be able to constantly meet strict response time
requirements.

Responding Service Providers understand that the City will need to spend, at a minimum,
in order to qualify for grants from the State’s Emergency Medical Services’ Operating Fund
(EMSOF), fifteen cents ($0.15) per capita based on the population computed from the most
current federal census, which equates to: Twenty-Three Thousand Fifty-Five Dollars and
Fifteen Cents ($23,055.15) ($0.15 x 153,701 = $23,055.15).

The City reserves the right to waive any irregularities, reject any and/or all proposals, in
whole or in part, when, in the City’s opinion, such rejection is in the best interests of the City.

For more detailed information, please review the City’s RFP that is the subject of this
advertisement.

Selection of the Service Provider for Contract negotiation will be based on an evaluation of
the following criteria:

Price Proposal (50%)
Technical Proposal (20%)

Management Plan (which includes items such as prior experience, performance history,
references, etc.): (20%)

Service Provider’s Presentation/Interview: (10%)

The City is committed to cultivating and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens through
various programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all
persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who
seek to contract with the City on various projects and/or conduct business in the City to
assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for employment
opportunities.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the Civil

Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 all bidders will be afforded full
opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against
on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, or disability in consideration for an award.

Ambulance service providers responding to this Request for Proposals shall provide:

one (1) electronic and (1) bound hard copy of the complete original (non-redacted) version
of the proposal including all attachments in a searchable Microsoft Office® format, preferably
in Word® or Portable Document Format (PDF®) labeled accordingly.

Section components must be clearly distinguished as follows:
COVER LETTER Transmittal Form Sheet (Attachment A)
COMPONENT 1 — Technical Proposal

COMPONENT 2 — Management Plan

SUPPLEMENTARY DOCUMENTS

If the proposal contains trade secrets, or confidential commercial or financial information,
one (1) additional copy of the proposal, whether electronic or bound, including all
attachments, shall be submitted in a searchable Microsoft Office® format, preferably in
Word® or Portable Document Format (PDF), unless a bound hard copy is submitted, but
shall be labeled CONFIDENTIAL, and shall redact trade secrets, or confidential commercial
or financial information only.

All Service Provider responses shall be submitted in a sealed envelope or box. The exterior
of the sealed envelope or box shall be clearly labeled “Ambulance Services’ Proposal” and
include the Proposer’s business name. The original and copies of the proposals shall be
indexed with tabs as requested in Section 2.13 - Proposal Contents.

Electronic proposals MUST be submitted at https://www.jacksonmsbids.com. For any
questions relating to the electronic bidding process, please call PH Bidding at 662-407-0195.

All proposals (both electronic and physical hard copies) MUST be received no later than
3:30 p.m. Central Daylight Time, on November 24, 2026. All physical hard copies shall be
submitted to the attention of:

If by hand delivery:

City of Jackson

Office of the Municipal Clerk
219 South President Street
Jackson, Mississippi 39201

If by mail:

City of Jackson

Office of the Municipal Clerk
Post Office Box 17
Jackson, MS 39205-0017

Specifications for this proposal are available for inspection at the Office of the Municipal
Clerk, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Specifications are also
available for download through PH Bidding, https://www.jacksonmsbids.com. and on the City
of Jackson website, www.jacksonms.gov/bid-opportunities/. Hard copies are available upon
request from the City of Jackson Fire Department Headquarters, 555 South West Street,
Jackson, Mississippi 39201.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and to waive any informalities or
irregularities therein.

RaSean Thomas, City Fire Chief
Jackson Fire Department

10/15/2026, 10/22/2026

Since 1933
Foundation Solutions

.*-—-_

Don’t Wait ==
Until Damage

Gets Worse!

Payment Plans
Warranty Options
Patented Technology
FREE Evaluations!

(866) 264-5115

Up to
$250 off
Foundation
Repair

CITY OF JACKSON
2025/2026

NOTICE OF GRANT FUNDING

The City of Jackson’s Office of Housing and Community Development hereby notifies
interested Applicants of funds available from the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) for the following grants: Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG), Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG), Housing Opportunities for Persons
With AIDS (HOPWA), and the HOME Investment Partnership Program.

The City will conduct an in-person Application/Proposal Workshop session on October
8, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. at the first Smith Robertson Museum, located at 528 Bloom
Street, Jackson, MS 39202. Organizations interested in applying for use of 2025 and
2026 HUD funds are encouraged to attend the Workshop to receive instructions and
information on completing the application/proposal.

Application/Proposal packages for this funding will only be accepted electronically via
the City of Jackson'’s official website platform. Electronic submission instructions will be
included in the application instructions.

Application instructions are available on the City of Jackson’s website. To download,
please visit: https://www.jacksonms.gov.

The deadline to submit all applications electronically is by 5:00 p.m. on Friday October
23, 2026.

No application/proposal packages will be accepted at our office or by mail.

For more details contact the Office of Development Assistance Division at 601-960-
2083.

10/08/2026, 10/15/2026
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
SPECIAL MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD A sPECIAL MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ON
WEDNESDAY, October 22, 2026 AT 11:00aM IN VIA ZOOM.

|. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

NEW BUSINESS

CASE NO. HPNC-26-29

LOCATION: 1525 DEVINE ST (PARCEL 9-253)

HISTORIC DISTRICT: BELHAVEN APPLICANT: JOHN SHARP
REQUEST: ADD SUPPORT COLLUMNS FOR PRINCESS BALCONY

Il. CASE NO. HPNC-26-30

LOCATION: 1331 ST MARY ST (PARCEL 16-39)

HISTORIC DISTRICT: BELHAVEN APPLICANT: WALT WOFFORD
AMENDED REQUEST: CONSTRUCT A STORAGE ROOM ON THE NORTH
ELEVATION OF THE HOME

OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
OTHER

ADJOURNMENT
10/08/2026, 10/15/2026

LEGAL

N THE CHANCERY COURT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIFPT

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF ALICE JONES, DECEASED
SADDIE SABIR, ADMINISTRATRIX CIVIL ACTION NO, 2021-443
V5.

THE KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS-AT-LAW OF

ALICE JONES, DECEASED, DEFENDANTS

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
RE: MOTION TO CLOSE ESTATE

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPP]

TO:  Della Mae Washington, Joseph Jones, Willie D. Jones, Geneva Jones;
Rosaland Michelle Jones, Shawn Phillips Jones, Johnny Shurell Clincy,
Joseph Jones, resident of Florida

You have been made a Defendant in the suit filed i this Court by Sadie Sabir, Mamtiffis),
o Close the Estate of Ahice Jones, deceased.

You are summoned to appear and defend against said Motion to Close Estate, at 9:00a.m.
on the 30™ day of November, 2026 in the Chancery courtroom of Hinds County Courthouse in
Jackson Mississippi, located at 306 8. Fresident Street, Jackson, M3 39201, and in case of your
failure to appear and defend a judgment may be entered against you for the money or other things
demanded in the Motion,

You are not required (o file an answer or other pleading, but you may do so if you desire.

Such should be served by mailing to Joseph A. Denson. Attorney for Plaintiff, whose address is
P.O, Box 5022, 1931 23™ Avenue, Meridian, Mississippi 39302, Telephone (601) 693-5400,

: A ) L e !
Issued wnder my hand and the seal of said Coun, this the L;é:! day of Zep -'flu"b"_-_u:gi.
2026
CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
R o
sy: ( Monn
| Dreputy Clerk
(SEAL)
Prepared by

JOSEPH AL DENSON, MIN 101910
DENSON AND ASSOCIATES, PLILL
193 TWENTY-THIRD AVERUE
POST OFFICE [ 3022

FAX: 6016933953

o2
10/01/2026, 10/08/2026, 10/15/2026

Van Company

FFEy V.

3840 ROBINSON ROAD - JACKSON, MsS 39209 -

LEGAL

LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS OFFICE OF
HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

The City of Jackson Office of Housing and Community Development is issuing this
notice to solicit qualifications from Contractors/General Contractors to create an
“Approved Contractor List”. The Approved Contractor List will be used to solicit sealed
bids for all housing construction/ rehabilitation activities associated with Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME Investment Partnership Grant (HOME)
Funds.

Contractors or General Contractors with demonstrated experience in housing electrical,
plumbing, mechanical or construction/rehabilitation projects and who are interested

in making their services available to the City of Jackson are invited to respond to this
RFQ. “Respondents” means the companies or individuals that submit proposals in
response to this RFQ. It is understood that the selected Respondent, acting as an
individual, partnership, corporation, or other legal entity, is state-licensed, certified, and
capable of providing the specified services.

Contractors or general Contractors interested in providing these services may
so indicate by furnishing the City of Jackson three (3) copies of a Statement of
Qualification Packet, which should consist of the following:

1. Licenses and Certifications for all individual contractors and/or members of the
company submitting for the RFQ

2. A copy of your Privilege License

3. Certificate of Liability

4. A copy of your City Master Trade License (if applicable)

5. A copy of your business information from the Secretary of State showing your
business is in good standing

6. MSBOC License

7. Contractor’s Bond

8. Must have a City-issued Master License for your Trade

9. A description of similar type work completed during the past five (5) years which
qualifies the consultant for this work; the cost and schedule completion (or actual
completion) of this work with project owners reference contact information.

The City will evaluate the Statements of Qualification based on the following factors
listed in their relative order of importance. Contractors who satisfactorily meet the
criteria will be placed on the Approved Contractors List

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public
contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business
opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection,
each proposer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO)
Plan with the proposal submission, in accordance with the provisions of the City of
Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with
the City’s Executive Order shall disqualify a proposer from being awarded an eligible
contract. For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity
Program, please contact the Division of Equal Business Opportunity at 601-960-1856.
Copies of the City of Jackson’s Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications, and a copy of
the program are available at the following location: 200 South President Street, Room
223, Jackson, Mississippi; or can be accessed on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business
Opportunity webpage.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi, is committed to cultivating and ensuring the quality of
life of its citizens through various programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance.
The City of Jackson encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing
business within the City of Jackson, as well as those who seek to contract with the City
of Jackson on various projects and/or conduct business in Jackson, to assist the City
of Jackson in achieving its goal by strongly considering City of Jackson residents for
employment opportunities.

Responses to this RFQ are due by 3:30 p.m. on October 27, 2026. Responses to this
RFQ may be mailed or delivered in a sealed envelope to: City Clerk’s Office, Attn:
RFQ 90638 - 102726 — Housing and Community Development Division Rehabilitation
Services, 219 South President Street, Jackson, MS 39201. Each Respondent is
responsible for labeling the exterior of the sealed envelope containing the name of the
respondent’s business.

10/08/2026, 10/15/2026
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi,
until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped in by 3:30
P.M. Tuesday, October 27,2026 at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the
City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for
the following:

74505-102726 — 24- Month Supply of Asphaltic Pavement Materials
74567-102726----24-Month Supply Contract of Asphalt Milling

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV / WWW.
JACKSONMSBIDS.COM

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms can be
obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604, Hood
Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City
Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of
the Mississippi Legislature.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves the right
to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid awards will be
made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with
specifications. The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the
lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may
be considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases, where it is known
prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total

cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included
on the proposal form. Absence of such statement means the City will make that
determination during the bid review.

Monica Oliver, Manager
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1025/1028

10/08/2026, 10/15/2026

* New fleet of vans

12 & 19 passenger vans
Unbeatable prices
Unlimited miles

* Church / business trips
* Family vacation & more
e Cash or credit cards

PHONE: 601-398-1162
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RESOLUTION DECLARING INTENTION TO INCREASE THE LEVY OF THE
TOURIST AND CONVENTION TAX CURRENTLY LEVIED ON HOTELS AND
MOTELS BY ONE PERCENT (1%) AND ON RESTAURANTS BY ONE-HALF
OF ONE PERCENT (.5%) FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING FUNDS TO
THE JACKSON CONVENTION AND VISITOR’S BUREAU, AS AUTHORIZED
BY SENATE BILL 3328, ENACTED BY THE MISSISSIPPI LEGISLATURE
DURING ITS 2026 REGULAR SESSION, AND SETTING AN ELECTION ON
THE QUESTION OF WHETHER SUCH TAX SHOULD BE LEVIED.

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 3328 authorizes the City Council to adopt a resolution declaring its
intention to levy the increased tourist and convention tax, setting forth the amount of the tax
to be levied, the date upon which the tax shall become effective, and calling for an election to
be held on the question of whether the tax should be levied; and

WHEREAS, the Mississippi Legislature, during its 2026 Regular Session, passed Senate Bill
3328, and Governor Tate Reeves signed Senate Bill 3328 into law on April 8, 2026. Senate
Bill 3328 extends the repeal date of the local and private law that created the Jackson
Convention and Visitors Bureau until 2030; and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 3328 further authorizes an increase in the current tourism and
convention tax levied on the gross proceeds of room rentals of hotels and motels by one
percent (1%) and on the gross proceeds of sales at restaurants, including but not limited to
the sale of beer and alcoholic beverages sold to be consumed on the premises, by one-half
of one percent (.5%); and

WHEREAS, before any tax authorized under Section 7(2)(b) of 2026 Senate Bill 3328, the
governing authorities of the City of Jackson, Mississippi must adopt a resolution declaring
their intention to levy an increase on the tourist and convention tax on the gross proceeds
of room rentals of hotels and motels from 1% to 2% and on the gross proceeds of sales at
restaurants from 1% to 1.5.%; and

WHEREAS, the taxes authorized by Senate Bill 3328 are levied for the purpose of providing
funds to the Jackson Convention and Visitor’s Bureau; and

WHEREAS, the Jackson Convention and Visitors Bureau was created by local and private
legislation in 1999; and

WHEREAS, the participation of the Jackson Convention and Visitors Bureau is vital

to advancing the economic vitality of the City of Jackson and strengthening the City’s
competitive advantage in recruiting events, meetings, conventions, and activities for current
and future years; and

WHEREAS, the Jackson Convention and Visitors Bureau require adequate funding to
support its endeavors; and

WHEREAS, increasing the current tourism tax levied on hotels and motels by 1% and on
restaurants by one-half of one percent (.5%) is reasonable as following the increased levy,
the total tourist and convention tax levied on the gross proceeds of room rentals of hotels and
motels will be two percent (2%), and the total tourist and convention tax levied on the gross
proceeds of sales at restaurants, including but not limited to the sale of beer and alcoholic
beverages sold to be consumed on the premises, will be one and one-half percent (1.5%);
and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 3328 authorizes the City Council to set a date for the election on the
question of whether the tax should be levied.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JACKSON,
MISSISSIPPI:

Pursuant to the provisions of Senate Bill 3328, enacted during the 2026 Regular Session

of the Mississippi Legislature, the City of Jackson intends to increase the levy of the tourist
and convention tax levied on the gross proceeds of room rentals of hotels and motels by one
percent (1%) and on the gross proceeds of sales at restaurants, including but not limited to
the sale of beer and alcoholic beverages sold to be consumed on the premises, by one-half
of one percent (.5%).

Following the increased levy, the total tourist and convention tax levied on hotels and motels
will be two percent (2%), and the total tourist and convention tax levied on restaurants,
including but not limited to the sale of beer and alcoholic beverages sold to be consumed on
the premises, will be one and one-half percent (1.5%).

An election shall be held on November 3, 2026, on the question of whether the additional tax
should be levied, where all qualified electors of the City of Jackson may vote.

The ballot used in such election will include the following brief statement of the amount
and purposes of the proposed tax levy, the language of which has been approved by the
Mississippi Secretary of State:

Shall the City of Jackson increase the tourism tax to support efforts to attract more visitors,
conventions, sporting events, cultural events, and tourism-related economic activity to
Jackson by:

Increasing the restaurant and prepared food tax by 0.5%; and
Increasing the hotel, lodging, and vacation rental tax by 1%;

With the additional revenue dedicated solely to Jackson Convention & Visitors Bureau d/b/a
Visit Jackson for destination marketing, convention sales, tourism promotion, visitor services,
and economic development initiatives that generate visitor spending, jobs, and tax revenue
for the City of Jackson.

“FOR THE TAX" - YES
“AGAINST THE TAX” - NO

The ballot shall also include the words “FOR THE TAX” and, on a separate line, “AGAINST
THE TAX” and the voters shall vote by placing a cross (x) or check (?) opposite their choice
on the proposition.

Upon canvass and certification of the election results, if at least sixty percent (60%) of the
qualified electors voting in the election vote in favor of the tax, the increased levy shall
become effective thirty (30) days after the date on which the election results are officially
certified.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of Council is directed to publish the notice

of intention and election once each week for at least three (3) consecutive weeks in a
newspaper of general circulation and the publication of the notice must not be made less than
twenty-one (21) days before the date of the election, as set forth below, and not more than
seven (7) days before the election.

BE IT, FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of Council is directed to furnish a certified copy
of the resolution evidencing the tax to the Mississippi Department of Revenue at least thirty
(30) days prior to the effective date of the tax.

Council Member Stokes moved adoption; Vice President Parkinson seconded.

Yeas — Brown-Thomas, Clay, Foote, Grizzell, Hartley, Parkinson and Stokes.

Nays — None.

Absent — None.

ATTEST:

Angela Harris
Municipal Clerk

, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualified Municipal Clerk and lawful custodian of records
and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is a true and exact
copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its Regular Council Meeting August 25, 2026
and recorded in Minute Book “7D, Pgs. 1235-1237".

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 25th day of September 2026.

Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk

10/08/2026, 10/15/2026

Speeds up to

100 Mbps with
EarthLink Wireless
Home Internet

Sign up today and
get a $100 gift card!*

€Y EarthLink’

Reliable Internet NOW! 866-83 1 -402 1

JACKSON
BULLY’S RESTAURANT
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY

CITY HALL

219 S President St

GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL

3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL

2030 N Siwell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL

4331 Highway 80W

DOLLAR GENERAL

5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL

DOLLAR GENERAL

304 Briarwood Dr

DOLLAR GENERAL

2855 McDowell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL

104 Terry Rd

J & AFUEL STORES

3249 Medgar Evers Blvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.

CORNER MARKET

Northside Drive

PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall

350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART

5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortification and 1-55

Capitol Street and Monument Street

1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)

Pick Up

MURPHY USA

6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE

Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS

380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

CANTON

A&l

716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B&B

702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE

3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE

Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART

743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY

Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN

285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS

K & K ONE STOP

110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE

421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP

257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY

22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

BYRAM

DOLLAR GENERAL

125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

5495 |-55 South Frontage Road
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AT THE FoLLOWING LOCATIONS:

VOWELL'S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road

CITY HALL

Terry Road

CLINTON
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

TERRY

SERVICE STATION

at Exit 78

CITY HALL

West Cunningham Avenue

RAYMOND

HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER

505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY

122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS

LOVE FOOD MART

120 E. Main Street,

Raymond, MS

RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL

110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE

UTICA
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18

PITT STOP

101 Hwy 18 & 27

BOLTON
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

M(E
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CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING NETWORK

STATEWIDE REACH. LOCAL RESULTS.

Place your ad in 80 newspapers statewide. Call 601-981-3060 ext. 1 or email mcan@mspress.org

FOR SALE

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year warranty
with qualifying purchase. Call
1-844-316-8630  today  to
schedule a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move.

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

REAL ESTATE

STRUGGLING WITH STAIRS?
STAY SAFE AT HOME. Acomn
Stairlifts® are the perfect solution
for arthritis, COPD, and mobility
challenges. A+ Rated by the BBB.
Special $250 Savings and a FREE
In-Home Consultation. Call 1-877-
309-3903 Today!

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months!  Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &

Military Discounts available. Call:
1-833-764-2473

OLSHAN FOUNDATION SOLUTIONS.

Your trusted foundation repair
experts since 1933. Foundation
repair. Crawl space recovery.

Basement waterproofing.  Water
management and more. Free
evaluation. Limited time up to $250

off foundation repair. Call Olshan
1-866-264-5115.

REPAIRING or REPLACING
APPLIANCES and home systems like
heating and cooling can be costly. A
home warranty plan can help. Start
saving and get 30% off any plan
today. Workmanship  Guarantee
included. Terms apply. Call Cinch
Home Services 1-877-967-8980

AUDIEN HEARING. The world's first
hearing aid with fouchscreen controls.
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions.
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping.
Lifetime support. More than 1.5
million happy customers. Call Audien

1-866-852-2087

SAFE STEP STAIRLIFTS. Enjoy
greater independence and stay in
the home you love. Feel safe on every
level. $750 off plus FREE installation.
Made in the U.S.A. Call today for a
free quote. 1-855-900-6495

MISCELLANEOUS

DONATE your car, truck, boat, RV
and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-
428-0305 today!

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash
AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Call today
for your fair cash offer: 1-601-273-
8545.

SERVICES

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the
same reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees and
activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at just

$20/month. For more information,
call 1-844-954-4517

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs,
no data caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100

gift card when you make the switch.
Call 1-855-271-5323

END YOUR TAX WORRIES
today. Llet us make your tax
problem our priority. Scared, stuck
with high tax amounts2 Our A+ tax
professionals can help. Call for a

FREE consultation. Call Priority Tax
now 1- 877-433-7430

WEEK OF OCT 11, 2026

YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN 80 NEWSPAPERS STATEWIDE
Call 601-981-3060 ext. 1 or email mcan@mspress.org
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People Over Politics

Stop Data Centers Workshop Calls for Jackson's Community Voices to be Heard

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer

MSIJW (Mississippi for a Just
World) strives to be “a living,
breathing movement for human
rights, deeply rooted in the en-
during legacy of Mississippi’s
human liberation struggle.” The
Mississippi based organization
“fights for a world where every
individual is empowered, where
justice prevails, and where hu-
man dignity is non-negotiable.”
Hence, building a more just
world from the Deep South to
the Global South through col-
lective action while inspiring
positive change, is a push by
MSJW.

Hurricane warnings may have
deterred many Jackson residents
from attending MSJW’s work-
shop at Medgar Evers Library on
Sat., Oct. 10, 2026, from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Nevertheless, MSIW
members shared pertinent in-
formation about data centers,
pushed to halt the proposed data
center for Jackson’s residents,
and welcomed feedback from
persons who were present. From
facilitators to large group discus-
sions to small group discussions,
a wealth of knowledge was dis-
seminated and recorded.

Facilitators pointed out that
data centers are concentrated
near major metro areas and get
priority over the residents. They
are disproportionately built in
low-income neighborhoods,
communities of color, and areas
with limited political power. This
harms communities in a number
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MSJW calls for Jackson residents to understand how the proposed
data center can be detrimental to them (L-R) A’'laa Alsomadi; Tamilya
Thomas; Sabir Abdul-Haqq; Faridah Abdul-Tawwab; Sydney Arm-

strong; and Margaret Lawson.

of ways. Data Centers are enter-
ing communities already overly
exposed to pollutants and waste.
Many low-income communities
and communities of color are
already impacted by a lack of
healthcare resources; data cen-
ters exacerbate these issues.

People in oppressed and un-
derserved areas are unlikely to
receive any of the potential mar-
ginal benefits of data center con-
struction, whether economic or
vocational. Across the country,
reports show that the utility costs
many data centers promised to
save have been pushed onto resi-
dents, many of whom are strug-
gling to afford it.

Emphasis was placed on the
Trump Administration and its
investment in accelerating Al
(computer systems that perform
tasks requiring human-like rea-
soning) and data expansion. Al

is harmful in that bias in deci-
sion-making, privacy risks, and
energy consumption exist. Al is
transforming how data centers
are built. Large tech corporations
like Amazon and Facebook, in-
vestors, and the State are work-
ing in partnership to manufac-
ture Al. These corporations use
their economic and monopoliz-
ing power to drive their latest ex-
tractions and profits.

A number of handouts were
circulated among attendants:
“Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights” reminded them of
the worthiness and dignity of
humanity. “Model Ordinance:
Data Centers” was specified as
the “Data Center Land Use Or-
dinance.”

The Jackson City Council’s
“Ordinance Approving Amend-
ments to the Official Zoning Or-
dinance of the City of Jackson,

Contnct us at

A msdjworg
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Workshop Participants: (L-R) Barbara Sharp; Sahar Brown; Khaylah
Scott; Claudia Robinson; Amaru Nicholson; and Delores Scott.

PHOTOS BY JANICE K. NEAL-VINCENT

Mississippi in Order to Prove
for and Establish a Regulatory
Framework for Evaluating Data
Centers,” states that data centers
will only be built if they are in
full compliance with local, state,
and federal regulations.
“Ordinance of the Jackson City
Council Establishing a Tempo-
rary Moratorium and Regulatory
Framework on the Development
and Expansion of Data Centers
Within the City of Jackson” is
aimed to protect Jackson’s water,
sewer, and electrical infrastruc-
ture, to have land use compat-
ibility with surrounding commu-
nities, to prevent environmental
burdens, and to be a beacon for
future data center development.
Calling for “justice for the
people,” discussants asserted
that it is crucial for Jackson’s
residents to understand how they
may be impacted by data cen-

ters and speak out against them.
The residents are prone to have
health challenges because of data
centers. For instance, data cen-
ters require diesel generators for
backup, which release pollutants
that cause cancer, asthma, heart
attacks, lung disease, and other
diseases.

Discussants further noted that
data centers create very few
jobs, with the most jobs being
construction jobs. The general
consensus reflected the need for
elected officials to be account-
able for decisions they make on
behalf of the residents.

Deloris Lee commented, “We
need to elect people that will pass
laws to protect communities.
Also, pass laws that will punish
those that don’t follow those laws.
A mere slap on the wrist carries
no consequence. The power is
in the hands of the people. The

NATIONAL FOLK FESTIVA
JACKSON HAS

BLUES & SOUL
HBCU CULTURE

DANCE

LATIN MUSIC
& MUCH MORE

CATCH LOCAL GOSPEL
FAVORITES ALL-DAY SUNDAY!

power is in the ballot box.”

Faridah Abdul-Tawwab, Chiet
Officer of Research, Education
and Culture @ MSJW said, “We
have a duty to hold elected offi-
cials accountable for reading and
fully understanding the legisla-
tion for which they vote. They
abdicated this responsibility in
2024 when they voted for SB
2001 in the state legislature. This
was a bill coauthored by John
Hohrn, who is now the mayor of
Jackson. SB 2001 paved the way
for hyperscale data centers to
come to Jackson.”

According to Claudia Robin-
son, “To witness elected officials
being slow to acknowledge the
dangers of data centers in Jack-
son is worrisome. There is more
emphasis on ‘economic’ influ-
ence, yet the theory of economic
benefit from data centers can
ecasily be debunked. We must be
bitterly honest and accountable
of the people who are elected, as
many of them are incumbents. ..
They know the daily struggles ot
Jacksonians. Why not hear us out
and acknowledge this?”

MSIJW facilitators announced
that they would be attending
the upcoming City Council’s
meeting on Tuesday, October
20, 2026, at 6 p.m., and plan to
share the highlights of Saturday’s
workshop. They invited work-
shop participants to attend. In
closing, they quoted civil rights
activist Fannie Lou Hamer,
“We’re on our way now. But we
can’t stop. We’ve got to keep go-
ing.”

b}
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Need Emergency Care at the State '
Fair? AMR Paramedics and EMTs are
ite every hour the Fair is open

OnS

Mississippi Link Newswire

Enjoy every moment of your
visit to the Mississippi State
Fair by avoiding sudden un-
expected illness and injury,
start to finish. That’s the mes-
sage from American Medical
Response, which has provided
paramedics and EMTs at the
fair for many years.

“Lack of forethought and
risky behavior lead to dozens
of medical and trauma emer-
gencies at the fair every year,”
said Ryan Wilson, operations
manager for AMR Central Mis-
sissippi. “AMR is there to help
injured or seriously ill fairgoers
right away.”

Consider the Elements

By a wide margin, AMR
medics treat more fairgoers for
heat illness than for any other
condition. With temperatures
still reaching the 90s, it is im-
perative to prevent heat illness,
recognize it and then seek help
from AMR right away.

While elders, small children,
chronically ill individuals,
obese people, substance condi-
tions and pregnant women are

#%¢ Global Medical
@ Response.

at greatest risk of heat illness,
anyone can suffer heat exhaus-
tion or heat stroke.

To stay cool and hydrated,
Wilson advises:

* Beware of dehydration:
Starting a couple of days prior
to your visit, start drinking
plenty of water or sport drinks
and continue doing so at the
fair and afterward. Avoid al-
cohol and large quantities of
caffeine because they cause the
body to lose fluids.

* Dress appropriately for
the weather. Sunburn is pos-
sible even in cooler weather, so
use sunscreen and wear loose,
light-colored  clothing  that
“breathes” (such as cotton) and
a broad-brimmed, loose-weave
hat.

 Stay in the shade as much
as you can.

At Blue Cross & Blue
Shield of Mississippi,

‘we ‘re not just about providing
health insurance. We're creating a
strong, supportive community that
empowers every Missi

live their healthiest life. We'm
managing your health easier by
empowering you with the tools
and support you need to take
proactive steps toward maintaining

and improving your health.

Working together, we're ensuring

quality healthcare and wellness

opportunities are within reach for

all. Because when you are at your

best, Mississippi is too.

A healthy community begins

with the health of its people —

and when you thrive, we all do.

It's good

¢ Suspect heat exhaustion if
someone is sweating profusely
sometimes with cool clammy
skin or feeling lightheaded, fa-
tigued or nauseated. Call 911
right then; don’t wait.

Don’t Stumble or Trip

When excited, many people
pay less attention to their sur-
roundings. Injuries from stum-
bling and tripping are common
at the fair. To avoid fall inju-
ries:

* Wear shoes providing
strong support for your ankles:
Reduce the odds of falling,
twisting an ankle and getting
cut on the feet by wearing flat
shoes with closed toes and
good tread. Flip-flops and san-
dals that are mainly open are
not adequate protection. Bring
a few bandages for foot blisters
and small scrapes.

EMR

A Global Medical Response Solution

e Walk, don’t run. Always
watch where you’re walking.
On arrival and while leaving
the fairgrounds, cross streets
only at crosswalks or other
places where law enforcement
officers are directing traffic.
Getting on and off rides, take
your time on ramps and stairs

Follow Fairground Rules

» Stand on the pavement or sit
on the benches provided. Don’t
sit on the back of benches, rail-
ings or other places not meant
to serve as seats. A “perch” can
be hazardous.

¢ In the livestock barns, don’t
extend your hand and arm be-
tween the rails of a stall to
pet an animal. An animal can
forcefully raise its head and
crush your fingers, hand or arm
against a rail.

* On all rides, keep your

hands on the grip bar and fol-
low the operator’s safety in-
structions.

Be Mindful of Your Medi-
cal Conditions

* Amusement rides can ag-
gravate certain health ailments
such as heart conditions, prob-
lems with breathing, severe
allergies, high blood pressure,
back or neck issues, pregnancy
or a history of seizures.

e If you take medications,
stay on your prescription. Don’t
leave your medicine at home
and don’t skip doses.

e For any breathing condi-
tion, stay out of livestock barns
and smoke-filled areas.

* If you are asthmatic, bring
your inhaler. If you have severe
allergies, bring your epineph-
rine auto-injector.

* If you have food allergies,
check the ingredients for fair
food before you eat it.

* Wear medical ID bracelets
so first responders can help you
quickly in an emergency.

Have a Plan for Emergen-
cies

Continuously watch your
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children at the fair. Teach them,
“If we are separated and you
can’t find me, go directly to a
police officer or EMT for help.”

For added peace of mind, add
a child-tracker app to your cell
phones.

Emergency Medical Ser-
vices at the Fair

AMR provides on-site emer-
gency medical care every hour
the fair is open. To reach pa-
tients swiftly, AMR teams use
an enclosed, air-conditioned
mini-ambulance, golf carts
equipped for emergency treat-
ment and transport, and medics
on bicycles carrying essential
equipment.

In case of injury or sud-
den illness, call 911 immedi-
ately. Tell the 911 call-taker
exactly where you are. Look
for a number on the nearest
tent, booth or ride and give
it to the 911 call-taker. That
number works like a street
address for your rescuers.

Serving 14 Mississippi coun-
ties, AMR companies are
among the state’s busiest am-
bulance services.
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Celebrating
20 years of service
in the Greater
Jackson Area.
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In campus health care with

G.A. Carm

By Jeriah King
Student Journalist

Mississippi ~ Valley  State
University and the G.A. Car-
michael Family Health Center
celebrated a new partnership
on Oct. 5 with a ribbon-cutting
for the grand reopening cer-
emony of the Student Health
Center.

This partnership will expand
access to quality health care
for students and the surround-
ing community.

MVSU’s  Student Health
Services hosted the ceremony,
which highlighted the services
and opportunities the G.A.
Carmicheal Family Health
Center will bring to campus.
The ceremony drew univer-
sity administrators, students,
health care professionals, and
community leaders.

Dr. Jacqueline Gibson, vice
president for enrollment man-
agement and student affairs,
welcomed the crowd and said
the opening was a historic
milestone in the University’s
commitment to student health,
wellness and success.

“With this center, right here
on our campus, we’re bringing
vital, quality health care to the

doorsteps of our students,” said
Gibson.

Through the partnership,
students will have access to
primary, acute and chronic
care services. G.A. Carmi-
chael also provides behavioral
health care, diabetes education
and prevention, HIV preven-
tion services, maternal health
support, telehealth nutrition
counseling, cancer prevention
and other community health

programs.
G. A. Carmichael’s chief
medical officer, Dr. Yvette

McLaurin, announced the clin-
ical team members who will be
providing care at the campus
location. “We don’t just want
to offer programs,” said Ta-
sha Brown, deputy director of
grants and programs.

“Our goal is to identify the
needs, eliminate barriers to
care and develop services
that improve health outcomes
across the communities we
serve,” said Brown.

G.A. Carmichael Family
Health Center CEO Dr. James
Coleman said the organization
also plans to provide intern-
ship, volunteer and educational
opportunities for MVSU stu-

dents.

Coleman said in an interview
following the ceremony that
bringing a federally qualified
community health center to
MVSU creates an opportunity
to offer more comprehensive
services and expose students
interested in health-related ca-
reers to practical experience.

“I expect to see a real differ-
ence on campus over the next
few years in terms of improved
health outcomes and better
management of chronic condi-
tions and expanded services,”
said Coleman.

“When you have a better
quality of health care, your
academics should increase be-
cause you're not worried about
your health care,” Coleman
said.

Coleman, a public health
professional who’s worked
with organizations including
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention and More-
house School of Medicine, said
serving communities through
health care is one of his pas-
sions.

MVSU President Dr. Jerryl
Briggs urged students to use
the new resources and ensure

other students know the ser-
vices are available. “Partner-
ships like this demonstrate the
university’s dedication to pro-
viding students the assistance
they need to succeed,” Briggs
said.

Coleman and Briggs then of-
ficially cut the ribbon. The cer-
emony also included remarks
from local leaders and repre-
sentatives of G.A. Carmichael.

For MVSU, the new center is
more than just another service
on campus. It ties student well-
ness to academic success and
improves the university’s rela-
tionship with the surrounding
Mississippi Delta community.

As the doors officially
opened, university and health
center leaders stressed a shared
goal: to increase access to
quality health care in the Val-
ley and equip students with the
resources they need to learn,
lead, and thrive.

Jeriah King is a senior
Mass Communication major
at MVSU. Her concentration
is Broadcasting. In addition
to serving as a staff writer for
the campus newspaper, the
Delta Devils’ Gazette, she also
serves as SGA Vice President.

ichael Family Health

MVSU President Dr. Jerryl Briggs cuts the ribbon at G.A. Carmichael
Family Health Center as CEO Dr. James Coleman, looks on.

JPS

Jackson Public Schools Newswire

Jackson Public Schools of-
ficially received national rec-
ognition Tuesday evening as
Scholastic representatives
presented the district with the
Richard M. Robinson Literacy
Champion Award during the
Board of Trustees meeting
Monday, October 5.

Presented in partnership
with the Council of the Great
City Schools, the annual award
honors a school district that has
demonstrated progress in ad-
vancing reading achievement
and expanding access to books
and literacy resources for schol-
ars. JPS was announced as the
2025 recipient earlier this year,
becoming the fifth district na-

Literacy

tionwide to receive the honor.
During Tuesday’s meeting,
representatives from Scholastic
formally presented the award
and celebrated the district’s
commitment to literacy. The
award recognizes Jackson Pub-
lic Schools’ continued efforts
to strengthen literacy outcomes
and create opportunities for
scholars to develop a lifelong
love of reading.
Superintendent Dr. Errick L.
Greene said reading remains
one of the most powerful tools
for opening doors and expand-
ing possibilities for scholars.
The district’s literacy gains
and commitment to increasing
access to books helped earn na-
tional recognition, while the in-

Honored

Cha

vestment in Shirley Elementary
will provide even more oppor-
tunities for scholars to explore,
learn and grow through read-
ing.

As part of the award, Shirley
Elementary School was select-
ed to receive a library transfor-
mation that includes thousands
of new books and access to
literacy resources designed to
support scholars both inside
and outside the classroom.

Shirley Elementary Principal
Dr. Kimberly Tate expressed
gratitude for the recognition
and the partnership behind it.
“We are so happy to accept this
honor,” Tate said. “You all have
become a part of our family.”

with National
mpion Award

(L-R) Ronald Stevens, Scholastic Mississippi Account Executive; Todd Zorros, Scholastic RVP, West
Region; Shanieca Adams, Shirley Elementary School Teacher; Principal Elana Tate; Tai Chapman;
Scholastic Vice President, National Head of Education Partnerships and Superintendent Dr. Errick L. Greene
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For
Customers

Only

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

That fourth cup of coffee this
morning was a really bad idea.

It smelled great and tasted even
better but now, two hours later,
you have regrets. You’ll need to
deal with that liquid, and soon,
and there are facilities for that
somewhere nearby. But as you’ll
see in “For Customers Only”
by Bryant Simon, getting there
wasn’t always a “go.”

Ever since America’s first pub-
lic restroom was built in the mid-
1800s, someone has tried to use
restrooms for power grabs. Be-

IACK WALLAGE
Hinds Gounty Cireuit Clerk

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
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FOR CUSTOMERS.ON

PUBLIC BATHROOMS AND THE

MAKING OF AMERICAN INEQUALIT\Y

fore then, says Simon, relieving
one’s self was a matter of finding
a place outdoors.

As cities grew, however, elimi-
nation as such was perceived as
uncouth so taverns, bars, and
places men might frequent added
rooms for bodily functions.

Women, conversely, were of-
ten out of luck until a few decades
later when stores that catered to
ladies established formal rest-
rooms. By then, women had more
freedom to leave their homes and
to shop alone.

And that was what public rest-
rooms were all about: freedom,

and because of racial laws then,
Black citizens, shoppers or trav-
elers were not free to use the fa-
cilities.

Men who were perceived to be
effeminate were also policed, lest
they use a restroom for something
it wasn’t originally intended for.
At various times in history, in
fact, having someone monitor-
ing a restroom was common, and
sometimes humiliating.

Post-World War II, Black trav-
elers literally needed a book to
find permissible restrooms, and
they “mapped” where facilities
could be found, which was more
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humiliation; Simon quotes singer
Smokey Robinson as saying,
“They would just as soon kill us
as let us use a bathroom.”

The Civil Rights Movement
saw some movement on the issue,
but in many instances, sneaking
into a “Whites Only” restroom
was the only viable (and danger-
ous) solution.

And as time passed, doing the
same with a gendered restroom
could be similarly dangerous for
trans users, personally and, in
modern times, politically....

Chances are, the only time you
think of a toilet is when you need

www. themississippilink.com

to clean one or use one.

You probably even know the
closest one right now, but you’ll
see it differently when you read
“For Customers Only,” a unique
history of freedom and facilities.

While it’s true that this book
may sometimes make you cringe
with harsh language and there are
anecdotes that you’ll agree are
very definitely in the Absolute-
ly-Didn’t-Need-to-Know-That
zone, author Bryant Simon peers
through decades and into stalls
and outhouses to bring readers
a mostly-fascinating peek at the
“politics of potties.”

Those who walk into bath-
rooms blithely and without a
thought today will be astounded
at what they’ll find here and some
facts are frustrating, once you
learn them. Readers who pay at-
tention may be even more angry
that bathroom issues are far from
over in modern America.

Just be warned about the pro-
fanity in this book and prepare
to be uncomfortable sometimes.
If you steel yourself for it, “For
Customers Only” is a intriguing
book that niche-history lovers
will want to read — and if that’s
you, find it. Go on, go.

WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON'’S SOUL,

RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE

VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC
ADULTS WANT TO HEAR!
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ongressman Bennie G. Thompson

Visits CSLC

By Aaliyah Greer
Youth Writer

Community
Students Learn-
ing Center (CSLC)
proudly welcomed
Congressman Ben-
nie G. Thompson during his dis-
trict tour on Friday, October 9,
2026. The visit highlighted key
community projects in Holmes
County  that  Congressman
Thompson has supported and
helped fund through federal ap-

propriations.

The Congressman’s planned
tour included three major
CSLCconnected sites:

* Community Students Learn-
ing Center — 333 Yazoo Street

» The EDGE Business Incuba-
tor — 43 Arenia C. Mallory Road

* Faith Hill Subdivision Hous-
ing Project

Although time did not per-
mit a full tour of the Faith Hill
Subdivision, Congressman
Thompson’s visit underscored
his longstanding commitment
to strengthening community de-
velopment, education, workforce
training, and housing opportuni-
ties throughout the 2nd Congres-
sional District.

First Stop: Community Stu-
dents Learning Center

Congressman Thompson ar-
rived at CSLC’s main office to an
enthusiastic welcome from com-
munity supporters, local officials,
and CSLC leadership. Founders
Leslie and Beulah Greer greeted
the Congressman alongside staff,
volunteers, and community part-

Locations in Holmes County

A group of community members gather outside the EDGE Business

Incubator to greet Congressman Thompson and show appreciation for his
continued support of local workforce and business development initiatives.

PHOTOS BY AALIYAH GREER

ners who have witnessed the cen-
ter’s growth and impact over the
years.

CSLC has benefited from Con-
gressman Thompson’s advocacy
and federal support, enabling the
organization to expand programs
in education, workforce develop-
ment, youth services, and com-
munity revitalization.

Second Stop: The EDGE Busi-
ness Incubator

The Congressman then toured
the EDGE Incubator, a CSLC-
supported initiative designed to
foster entrepreneurship, work-
force training, and small busi-
ness development. He met with
tenants Tabitha Horne, Director
of Essential Health Career and
Demetrice Ball, Co-Director.

Essential Health Career pro-
vides CNA and CPR training,
equipping residents with high-
demand healthcare skills. Con-

gressman Thompson spoke with
instructors about the importance
of expanding workforce path-
ways in rural communities.

A group of community mem-
bers gathered outside the incuba-
tor to welcome the Congressman
and express appreciation for his
continued support.

Faith Hill Subdivision Update

Although the Congressman
was unable to tour the Faith
Hill Subdivision due to time
constraints, CSLC proudly an-
nounced that the project has been
awarded $500,000 in congressio-
nal funding to expand affordable
housing in the community. This
investment will support new
homes, infrastructure improve-
ments, and longterm neighbor-
hood revitalization.

Community Voices

Throughout the visit, several
local leaders shared their reflec-

Congressman Thompson (right) visits the EDGE
Business Incubator and meets with Tabitha
Horne, Director of Essential Health Career, and
Co-Director Demetrice Ball.

tions:

Congressman
Thompson

“I like Lexington. It’s a good
place with warm people. We
need to build more programs so it
can be even better. I plan to work
with the supervisors, the mayor,
and the community — whether
it’s housing, recreation, or educa-
tion. We’ll do it all.”

Yasmine Brown, Communica-
tions Director & Press Secretary

“Being from Indianola and
now working in Washington,
D.C., it’s a blessing to come home
and see the community projects
the Congressman is partnering
on with Ms. Beulah. It’s eyeopen-
ing to see how legislative work
translates into real impact.”

Supervisor Debra Mabry, Dis-
trict 3

“Lexington is a wonderful

Bennie G.

town — our county seat — and it
should be the best place for citi-
zens to visit. We must all work
together, not just elected officials,
to make Holmes County the best
it can be. I want to see better edu-
cation, new schools, and more
jobs.”

Leslie Greer, Board President,
CSLC

“Congressman Thompson has
been a steadfast partner to CSLC,
supporting our efforts in housing,
education, and workforce train-
ing year after year. His commit-
ment to Holmes County empow-
ers us to serve more families and
build stronger communities.”

A Community United

The visit brought together lo-
cal leaders including:

* Representative Bryant Clark

* Sheriff March

* Supervisor Mabry

Congressman Bennie G. Thompson shares
a moment with Pastor Walter Eskridge, Jr.
during his tour.

* Supervisor Johnson

* Supervisor Young

* Supervisor Steven McClellan

» Community supporters

 CSLC staff and volunteers

Congressman Thompson’s
visit reaffirmed the strong part-
nership between CSLC and fed-
eral leadership. His continued
support has helped advance criti-
cal projects in education, work-
force development, housing, and
community revitalization
strengthening opportunities for
families across Holmes County.

“CSLC remains committed
to serving the community and
looks forward to continued col-
laboration with Congressman
Thompson and local leaders to
build a stronger, more vibrant fu-
ture for Holmes County,” stated
Beulah Greer, CSLC Executive
Director.

day.

faculty, and staff.

Gary Road Intermediate School recently
celebrated National Custodians’ Day by
recognizing the dedicated custodial staff
members who work tirelessly to keep the
school clean, safe, and welcoming each

The school proudly honored its custodial
“superheroes,” Mrs. J. White, Mr.
Dave, and Ms. Toya, for their hard work,
commitment, and service to the students,

From keeping classrooms and hallways
sparkling clean to helping ensure a pleasant
learning environment, these dedicated team
members play an important role in the
daily success of Gary Road Intermediate

School.

Happy National Custodians’ Day to
Mrs. J. White, Mr. Dave, and Ms. Toya!
Thank you for all you do to keep Gary
Road Intermediate School sparkling and

bright!

HINDS COUNTY SCHOOL
DISTRICT WEEKLY UPDATE

Gary Road Intermediate School Celebrates National Custodians’ Day
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THE ECONOMY

® Wages are stagnant

for the working class. 7 e : BUTS
® Taxes are reduced y = « . FOR THE Ul gy
for the ultra-wealthy. '
® The expanded Child Tax
Credit will benefit the

.

wealthy more than
the working class.

RACE AND EQUITY

» The Supreme Court decision in Louisiana vs Callais
has opened the door to redistricting up and down the -
ballot. Lines can be drawn to eliminate majority Black™ = e
districts. This includes congressional, legislative, = "#‘ il
supervisors, alderpersons, city council, school boards, &
judges, ... »-"' e

Y
EDUGATION

o Childcare centers are closing. | RV
o School districts are having a difficult J" W

time recruiting and retaining teachers.
o The cost of postsecondary education

Is skyrocketing.

HEALTHCARE Y Y

TUITION
LOANS

» People are dying -

because of alackof - . NO DOCTORS

doctors and vy \? N0 HOSPITALS /%\?&\f\
hospitals. Q‘ NO HOPF . .



