
Three candidates. Three dis-
tinct paths. One message: Mis-
sissippi’s future is at stake. 

Recently, the Mississippi Fed-
eration of Democratic Women 
hosted a well-attended meet-
and-greet, bringing together 
community members from 

across local districts to hear di-
rectly from candidates seeking 
vital offi  ces in the November 3rd 
election. 

The gathering was more than 
a meet-and-greet. Attendees 
received educational materi-
als, election day resources, and 
even a copy of the United States 
Constitution—tools designed to 
encourage informed and active 
participation in the democratic 
process. 

The conversations were equal-
ly substantive. With Mississippi 
families facing mounting eco-
nomic pressures, the candidates 
spoke to issues that resonated 
deeply with many in attendance: 
the cost of living, rural devel-
opment, healthcare, education, 

wages, civil liberties, and the 
future of Mississippi’s economy. 

Each candidate brought a dif-
ferent life story and a distinct 
perspective. 

Michael Chiaradio, a local ru-
ral farmer, former fi nance pro-
fessional, and former baseball 
athlete, focused on the economic 
challenges facing rural Missis-
sippi. His message centered on 
expanding rural development, 
restoring support for farmers, 
and rebuilding an economy that 
works for Mississippi commu-
nities. Chiaradio’s strategy em-
phasizes hard work, persever-
ance, and delivering results. He 
has experience as a supervisor 
providing health insurance sup-
port related to Medicaid and the 

Aff ordable Care Act. He said he 
is running for Congress because 
he believes Mississippi deserves 
better. 

Zakiya Summers, seeking 
reelection to the Mississippi 
House of Representatives in 
2027, highlighted her advocacy 
for HBCUs, women’s rights, eq-
uity, and protections for work-
ing families. She emphasized 
the importance of investing in 
Mississippi and reminded at-
tendees of a sentiment that re-
mains deeply personal for many 
residents: Mississippi matters, 
and there’s no place like home. 
Summers quoted James 2:17, 
“faith without works is dead,” 

Watchdog. I just love that 
word. It embodies caring, moni-
toring, being watchful – like the 
unheralded role of guardian. In 
our representative democracy, 
the free press serves as a watch-
dog. They investigate actions 
by the government at all levels, 
expose corruption, report bad 
actors and bad actions – and do 
so without fear of reprisal be-
cause of Constitutional protec-
tions. It’s right there in The Bill 
of Rights, the First Amendment 
to the US Constitution. By ex-
ercising this responsibility, they 
provide citizens with facts, so 
that informed choices can be 
made.

It’s really not unusual for 
President’s to get annoyed with 
the press. There probably isn’t 
one in our history that hasn’t 
tried in some way to silence the 
press, after all they are so pow-
erful that they want things told 
to the public the way they want 
them told. These are all very 
smart people, and so they know 
the value of the Free Press in our 
society, yet they still want what 
they want – and that is always 
to gain and hold power. Per the 
New York Times, Nixon once 
said during National Newspa-
per Week – in a formal proc-
lamation - “the freedom of the 

press is one of the proudest and 
most zealously guarded aspects 
of our national heritage.” Yet 
words and actions don’t always 
match up. He did his best to stop 
the publishing of The Pentagon 
Papers, and well, then there was 
Watergate, and he was declaring 

“the Press is the enemy.”
Now we have President 

Trump. Oh, do we have him. 
Last week he pushed back 
harshly against three news or-
ganizations – Politico, MS 
Now (formerly MSNBC), and 
CNN – barring them from The 
White House. It seemed like 
only a nanosecond later and US 

District Court Judge Timothy 
J. Kelly, who was appointed by 
Trump in 2017, and was con-
fi rmed to the US District Court 
for the District of Columbia in 
a 49-2 vote, called Trump’s ac-
tions “likely unconstitutional.” 
It’s nothing new – extreme be-

Visiting for a full hour 
with Mississippi Depart-
ment of Transportation 
(MDOT) Central District 
Commissioner Willie Sim-
mons yields so much in-
formation. It had been two 
and half years since my last 
visit to his offi  ces on N. West 
Street in Jackson, and he had 
a lot to share. What began 
as a mission to learn more 
about the exceptionally low 
percentage of minority con-
tracting, done by the agency 
that gets more contracting 
funds from the state than 
any other agency, took on a 
much broader perspective.

Starting with those num-
bers though, in FY2022, 
MDOT received just under 
$834 million dollars in con-
tracting funds, and 2.02 per-
cent went to minorities. In 
FY2023, they received $1.05 
billion dollars, and 2.46 
percent went to minorities. 
In FY2024, they received 
$1.14 billion dollars, and 
2.28 percent went to minori-
ties, and in FY2025, they 
received $1.29 billion dol-
lars, and 1.48 percent went 
to minorities. Simmons has 
made clear he wants these 
numbers to improve, but de-
spite being just one of three 
members that make up the 
Mississippi Transportation 
Commission, he hasn’t been 
able to deliver what we know 
he wants to. It’s a lot to take 
in, and when asked to dive 
into it, to discuss the barri-
ers and what’s getting in the 
way of more equity, he was 
direct.

“Our goal is to change 
and increase the numbers of 
what you are reading – that 
is that we have very few mi-
nority and Black contractors 
that we have participating 
in the process. But I would 
say the system is…I would 
kind of describe it as a run-
away freight train, and you 
must fi rst stop the train, and 
then reverse it and go back. 

You don’t turn a freight train 
around. The system…and 
here we are talking about 
minority and Black partici-
pation, the system has been 
moving in this direction so 
long that you have to put the 
brakes on it to get a handle 
on it and redirect it to send 
it to where you want it to 
go. Even small changes can 
be challenging, and it takes 
time to make that work.”

He then discussed what 
could be considered a cul-
tural change at MDOT. He 
is the fi rst African Ameri-
can Commissioner, elected 
in 2020, “and right away 
the transportation commis-
sion has put on a new face, 
and I serve with two White 
Republicans who elected me 
as the Chairperson, and that 
is a phenomenal change in 
slowing that train down.” In 
2020, there were no African 
Americans in top leadership 
positions at MDOT. Now, in 
addition to Commissioner 
Simmons, Terrance Yarbor-
ough took over as Human 
Resources Director in 2021 
– 2,700 hundred employees, 
Earl Glenn became the Chief 
Engineer in 2024 – oversee-
ing the entire contracting 
process - and this year Jada 
Kirk was promoted to Dep-
uty Executive Director and 
serves as Chief Financial 
Offi  cer. 

MDOT partners with 
Systems Consultants As-
sociates, an extraordinarily 
successful minority and 
woman-owned local busi-
ness, to identify, recruit, and 
support Black and other mi-
nority contractors through 
its management of the Sup-
portive Services Program at 
MDOT. They help bridge the 
gap between state govern-
ment demands and minori-
ty-owned businesses. They 
off er free technical training, 
bidding and technical guid-
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Obligations of Democracy – 
A free press, voting, and more 

 By Christopher Young 
Contributing Writer
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By Rasheda Bell, Ph.D. 
Contributing Writer

A Tale of Three Candidates - The 
future of Mississippi is on the ballot 

Scott Colom acknowledges an audience of 
constituents and thanks them for being active 
in the process. PHOTOS BY RASHEDA BELL

Michael A. Chiaradio engages with voters and sets the 
tone for positive outcomes.

MDOT Central District Commissioner Willie Simmons, on Sep-
tember 22, 2026 PHOTO: CHRISTOPHER YOUNG 

Smiling Black woman voting at Cardozo High School in Washington, DC in 1964. PHOTO: MARION TRIKOSKO/LI-
BRARY OF CONGRESS. 

COMMENTARY
COMMENTARY

Zakiya Summers displays heartfelt ap-
preciation for the strong support from the 
community.
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The  Missis-
sippi Book Fes-
tival  has become 
an annual liter-
ary event  where 

t hou s a nd s 
of  promi-
nent authors 
and celeb-
rity guests 
join thou-

sands of book 
lovers for this 
annual event. 
The event in-
cludes panel dis-
cussions, book 
signings, chil-
dren’s activities, 
food trucks, live 
music and work-
shops. 

 This year’s 
festival, as in 
past years, drew 
thousands of 
book lovers. It   
was held Sat-
urday, Septem-
ber 26, 2026, at 
the Mississippi 
State Capitol, 
400 High Street 
in Jackson from 
9:00 AM to 5:00 
PM.   

Former Mis-
sissippi Legisla-
tors Barbara and 
Edward Black-
mon, Jr. hosted 
a diverse crowd 
as part of the 
Book Festival. 
A packed room 
witnessed the 
former state sen-
ator and repre-
sentative, respec-
tively, discussing 
the impetus for 
their new book, 
Two Minds, One 

Women for Progress of MS, 
Inc., in partnership with the Two 
Mississippi Museums, will host 
the city’s annual Kwanzaa Cel-
ebration at the Two Museums,  
Friday, December 26, 2025, at 
5:30 p.m. 

The event is free and open to 
the public and will bring togeth-
er local communities to honor 
African American heritage and 
the principles.  

Jackson Mayor John Horhn 
will serve as the 2025 Kwan-

zaa Griot. Griots are guides for 
Kwanzaa, and their roles are root-
ed in respect for them as commu-
nity storytellers, historians, and 
cultural keepers who preserve 
and share heritage through spo-
ken word and music. 

“For more than four decades, 
Kwanzaa has been a cornerstone 
of our work,” said Willie Jones, 
President of Women for Progress 
of MS, Inc. “Partnering with the 
Two Mississippi Museums al-
lows us to celebrate culture in a 
space that honors our past and 

strengthens our future through 
community connection.” 

The program will also hon-
or Dr. Mark G. Henderson, 
founder of MADDRAMA, 
a nationally recognized cre-
ative troupe founded at Jackson 
State University and is known 
for its powerful use of artistic 
expression to educate, inspire, 
and engage audiences across the 
country. 

The evening will feature live 
cultural performances, food, and 
interactive activities for all ages.  

As the end-of-the-year holi-
days approach, Jackson-Med-
gar Wiley Evers International 
Airport (JAN) is preparing for 
what is expected to be a very 
busy two-week travel period. 
Peak travel is set to begin Fri-
day, December 19th, and con-
tinue through Sunday, January 
4th.  

“At JMAA, our great part-
ners at TSA and FAA, along 
with experienced JMAA staff, 
strive to make travelers com-
fortable knowing that their safe 
and effi cient travel is of para-
mount importance at JAN,” 
said Rosa Beckett, CEO at the 
Jackson Municipal Airport Au-
thority. “We endeavor each day 
to deliver exceptional travel 
experiences for all guests and 
will continue to ensure your 
journey through JAN is as 
seamless as possible. We wish 
all our Mississippi travelers 
and visitors a great holiday sea-
son and 2026.” 

To ensure a smooth travel 
experience during this busy 
holiday period, the Jackson 
Municipal Airport Authority 
(JMAA) encourages all pas-
sengers to arrive at least two 
(2) hours before their fl ight 
departures. This allows ample 
time for parking and security 

procedures and permits travel-
ers to grab a bite to eat, enjoy 
a beverage, or pick up any last-
minute travel essentials on both 
the East and West concourses. 
JAN boasts several nationally 
recognized concession loca-
tions, including Dunkin’ and 
Sam Adams.  

JAN’s world-class airlines, 
including American, Delta, 
Southwest, and United, still 
have some seats remaining for 
any last-minute travelers. So, 
don’t hesitate to contact them 
or your favorite travel planning 
professionals for trip options. 
To get the latest travel informa-
tion and updates, passengers 
can follow Jackson-Medgar 
Wiley Evers International Air-
port on social media channels 
@JacksonAirports or visit 
www.iFlyJackson.com. For 
inquiries regarding permitted 
holiday items and Transporta-
tion Security Administration 
checkpoint rules, please visit 
www.TSA.gov. 

Jackson-Medgar Wiley 
Evers International Airport of-
fers a wide range of convenient 
parking options to meet pas-
sengers’ needs, including: 

 • Garage parking: $19 per 
day (at the terminal) 

 • Surface lot: $17 per day (a 
short few minutes’ walk into 
the terminal) 

• Long-term lot: $13 per day 
(with free shuttle service) 

 • Complimentary 10-minute 
parking in any lot; hourly fees 
begin at 11 minutes  

For added convenience, JAN 
continues to provide free Cell 
Phone parking as visitors await 
arriving passengers. This loca-
tion is accessible by turning 
left on Cross Street, just before 
International Drive splits at the 
surface lot. The Parking De-
partment at JAN can be reached 
directly for real-time holiday 
availability and additional in-
formation at 601.360.8690. 

 Happy Holidays to all and 
thanks for fl ying JAN!  
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Kwanzaa celebration invites 
communities to an evening 

of culture and connection in 
the Capital City 

JMAA expects a busy end-of-
the-year holiday travel period 

for Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers 
International Airport (JAN)

Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi Link Newswire
Homecoming Week is officially underway 
at Bolton-Edwards Elementary/Middle 
School, and excitement is filling the 
campus as students, faculty, staff, families, 
and supporters prepare for a week of 
celebration and school spirit. 

This year’s theme, “Blue and Gold 
Spirit,” highlights the pride, unity, and 
enthusiasm of the Bolton-Edwards school 
community. Throughout the week, students 
and staff will have opportunities to 
participate in special activities designed to 
build school spirit and make Homecoming 
a memorable occasion. 

Excitement is running high as the 
Bolton-Edwards family comes together 
to celebrate its students, school, and 
community. Homecoming Week is more 
than a celebration—it is an opportunity 
to strengthen school pride, create lasting 
memories, and showcase the tremendous 
spirit that makes Bolton-Edwards 
Elementary/Middle School special. 

Go Blue and Gold! 

Homecoming at Bolton-Edwards Elementary 

HINDS COUNTY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT WEEKLY UPDATE



ance. They host events that bring potential minority subcontrac-
tors face-to-face with prime contractors, and so much more. 

Yet, just as a foundation is laid to make progress, along comes 
the Trump Administration with new rules for Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprises (DBE), codified in an Interim Final Rule 
(IFR) on October 20, 2025, and you guessed it – it removes the 
presumption of race and gender-based disadvantage, claiming 
they are unconstitutional. MDOT informed stakeholders by let-
ter https://mdot.ms.gov/documents/Civil%20Rights/Public%20
Notices/DBE%20IFR%20Letter%2010.20.2025%20updated%20
2.10.26.pdf.

Adding insult to injury, the rule requires a ‘re-evaluation’ of 
all existing DBE firms based on their ability to demonstrate in-
dividual disadvantage. Non-DBE’s are not impacted, and it rolls 
downhill, so now MDOT must play by those warped rules. Per 
one law firm, PilieroMazza, 639 comments were received during 

the public comment period. Now, with the rule finalized, those 
presumptions have been replaced with a requirement that all ap-
plicants submit a personal narrative with an individualized dem-
onstration of social and economic disadvantage. 

Just imagine, you are disadvantaged, you are trying to use 
available resources to attempt to compete in the contracting pro-
cess, and you now have to recertify (costly and time consuming) 
and complete a narrative where you share your individual experi-
ences; individualized evidence of discrimination, social barriers, 
denied opportunities, and other circumstances that contributed to 
your social and economic disadvantage.

Simmons shares that so many Black and other minority con-
tractors have run into the closed doors on this runaway freight 
train, and therefore they have a lack of demonstrated experience 
and a lack of resources. He encourages those contractors to take 
advantage of more engagements, pre-bidding conferences - where 

they can learn about how joint ventures operate, which can cre-
ate opportunities, and to attend small business training programs 
whenever possible.

One critical question to be answered by the new Trump recer-
tifications is if white women, or as the Mississippi Development 
Authority calls them – other non-ethnic women – will be able 
to justify their disadvantage. This group, perceived as disadvan-
taged, currently receives 81.79 percent of all minority contract- 
expenditures. The FY2026 Minority Participation Report has not 
yet been reviewed by this writer, yet there is every indication that 
Mississippi will continue to award the vast amount of taxpayer-
funded contracting dollars to non-minorities. Despite our history 
of discrimination, and the new rules set by the Trump Adminis-
tration, Simmons insists that the sign in his office that says, Op-
portunities Are Nowhere, actually says Opportunities Are Now 
Here. If change can ever come, he’ll have his hand on it. 

interpreting the passage as a call to action: Mississippians must do 
the work necessary to bring the power of their faith to full fruition. 
She emphasized the importance of ensuring that all mothers have 
access to prenatal care and health insurance. Summers said that by 
keeping their eyes on the prize, they can achieve their goals. 

Scott Colom, whose career has included work as a prosecutor, 
judge, and district attorney, invoked the legacy of civil rights icon 
John Lewis and his call to get into “good trouble.” Colom outlined 
his priorities around healthcare reform, higher wages, and lower-
ing costs, pledging to make those issues a priority from day one if 
elected. Colom proposes eliminating taxes for police officers and 
teachers as a way to recruit and retain the best workers in those 

professions. He has pledged to put Mississippi first and to work with 
Republicans, Democrats and Independents to achieve positive out-
comes for the state. He is running for the U.S. Senate on a platform 
that includes lowering costs for families, supporting Mississippi 
hospitals and bringing good-paying jobs back to the state. 

Though their professional backgrounds and personal journeys 
differ considerably, the candidates emphasized citizen participation 
and a more engaged approach to governance. Their remarks reflect-
ed concerns voiced by many Mississippians about government ac-
countability and policies they believe have contributed to persistent 
challenges involving civil liberties, healthcare, and affordability. 

The discussion did not stop there. 

Attendees raised questions about oversight of artificial intelli-
gence data centers, support for public schools, the effects of tariffs, 
the impact of the war in Iraq, and other issues affecting Mississippi 
communities and families. 

What emerged from the evening was not simply a collection of 
campaign messages, but a broader conversation about what Missis-
sippians expect from their elected officials—and what role voters 
will play in shaping the state’s direction. 

They traveled very different roads to arrive at this moment. 
But standing before the community, they shared one central mes-

sage: The future of Mississippi is on the ballot. 
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havior is Trump’s norm. The Center for American Progress claims 
that in this term alone over 200 Trump policies and executive or-
ders have been blocked by federal judges being deemed as likely 
unconstitutional.

A week ago, this past Sunday, idly scrolling the television lineup 
before church, I came across the ABC program - This Week with 
George Stephanopolis, and heard something that caught my at-
tention. The host, Jonathan Carl, asked a panelist, “Why should 
Americans care about whether news organizations are allowed into 
The White House?” Frank Luntz – a political and communications 
consultant and pollster – replied, “It’s really not about what hap-
pens to the press. It’s about what happens to - the people. And it’s 
more than just their right – it’s actually about their responsibility. 
One of my greatest concerns about democracy right now is that not 
enough people are paying attention, following the details, know-
ing the facts, and knowing the truth. And anything that interrupts 
that delivery of truth from your profession to the American people 
should be opposed.”

His use of the word – responsibility – in terms of people’s par-
ticipation in our democracy, is not something we hear about every 
day. Do we take it for granted? We all know that we have a legal 
responsibility to respond to a summons for jury duty that shows up 
in our mailbox, and to follow national, state, and local laws. When 
we run afoul of that legal responsibility, we find out really quick. 
But that is legal, what about moral responsibility to participate in 
our democracy? There is a difference between legal obligations 
and civic duties, or voluntary civic responsibilities.

The Colleges of Law, at the University of California, published 
an article the day after Christmas last year, titled, “Freedom Isn’t 
Free: Why Democracy Demands an Informed and Engaged Citi-
zenry.” The author is Constitutional Law Professor Jiae Moon, 
J.D., his article can be read here https://www.collegesoflaw.
edu/2025/12/26/freedom-isnt-free-democracy-informed-engaged-
citizenry. “The bottom line is that America must reframe our un-
derstanding of what it means to be a citizen. Our rights are not 
passive entitlement, but an active obligation to be taken seriously. 

That means reading primary sources, starting with the Constitution 
itself, factchecking claims we see in the media, serving on juries, 
voting in every election, and respecting the rights of others, even 
those with whom we disagree. Most of all, it means demanding 
stronger civic education from our schools and communities.”

We now live in a time when trying to stay informed is a tremen-
dous challenge. Starting in the 1980’s, accelerating in the 1990’s, 
by the 2010’s – 90 percent of mainstream media organizations 
were owned by just six companies, per The Atlantic. Watching 
most news channels today it is unclear if they exist to provide news 
or are they platforms that include news while primarily existing to 
generate revenue. The challenge for consumers – for voters trying 
to learn the facts – is compounded by misinformation and disinfor-
mation. And when certain people put themselves and their selfish 
and greedy interests over the voters – when they try to drench the 
citizens in their own versions of the truth, our democracy suffers. 
Have Americans now reached the point where we will redouble our 
obligations to our democracy? 

Democracy
Continued from page 1

Mississippi
Continued from page 1

Candidates
Continued from page 1
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RE-ELECT Bennie Thompson

“Defend Democracy”
VOTE  NOVEMBER 3, 2026VOTE  NOVEMBER 3, 2026

Paid for by Friends of 
Bennie Thompson

Email: bennie_thompson@bellsouth.net

Phone: (601) 866-9100 or 1 (800) 423-6643

Website: http://www.benniethompson.com

U.S. Congressman 
Bennie Thompson . . .

“Make your plan to VOTE.”

Absentee Ballot Voting has started: 
You can vote Absentee if: 

You will be out of the County on Election Day 

 You are 65 years old or older. 

You are a student, teacher, or school administrator whose studies or 
employment require you to be away from your county on Election Day. 

You must work or remain on call while the polls are open. 

You are physically disable. 

You are caring for a hospitalized parent, 
spouse or dependent with a disability. 

You are incarcerated but remain eligible to vote because 
you have not been convicted of a disenfranchising crime. (By Mail). 

If you have questions call your County Circuit Clerk 
to � nd out if you are eligible to vote early by Absentee Ballot. 

You can now cast your vote on the voting machine 
when you vote Absentee at your Circuit Clerk’s o�  ce. 

Vote 
November 3rd, 

2026.



A grand jury declines charges 
in the Nolan Wells case, a Jack-
son man pleads not guilty in Ta-
sia Fortune’s hanging death, and 
a Maryland suicide ruling lands 
on raw nerves.

A Mississippi grand jury has 
declined to charge anyone in the 
death of Nolan Xavier Wells, 
the 18-year-old Black college 
football player who disappeared 
during a July Fourth boat trip 
with a group of white friends 
and was found dead two days 
later off  Horn Island. His parents 
rejected the decision on Sept. 22, 
telling reporters they do not be-
lieve their son simply drowned 
and vowed to keep fi ghting for 
answers.

The grand jury’s report was 
made public late Sept. 21, the 
same week a Jackson man plead-
ed not guilty to murder in the 
hanging death of Tasia Fortune 
and Maryland offi  cials ruled 
that a Black man found hanging 
from a tree in Prince George’s 
County died by suicide.

All three cases now join the 
Crusader’s ongoing “Lynch-
ings by Suicide” investigation, 
which began after Demartravi-
on “Trey” Reed, a 21-year-old 
Delta State University student, 
was found hanging from a tree 
on the Cleveland, Miss., campus 
Sept. 15, 2025. The state medi-
cal examiner ruled Reed’s death 
a suicide within days, a fi nding 
his family continues to dispute.

Nolan Wells: ‘We’ll Never 
Stop’ 

Wells, a wide receiver at 

Southwest Mississippi Com-
munity College, went to Horn 
Island, a barrier island reachable 
only by boat, with high school 
friends July 4. When the group 
returned to the mainland that 
afternoon, Wells was not with 
them. A park ranger found his 
body in the water off  the island 
July 6.

Investigators have long said 
Wells chose to stay behind. His 
family never believed it, and an 
independent autopsy that attor-
ney Ben Crump released in July 
at the NAACP National Conven-
tion in Chicago found an un-
explained area of discoloration 
at the back of Wells’ head and 
ruled the cause of death unde-
termined.

The grand jury, which heard 
from 43 witnesses, found Wells’ 
death “consistent with drown-

ing.” Jackson County District 
Attorney Angel Myers McIlrath 
said there is “absolutely no evi-
dence” that race played a role, 
according to NBC News. The 
state medical examiner, how-
ever, also ruled the cause and 
manner of death undetermined.

“Elmore and I do not believe 
that Nolan simply and acciden-
tally drowned,” Christine Wons-
ley, Wells’ mother, said, accord-
ing to CNN. His father, Elmore 
Wonsley, reminded supporters 
that his son is “not a hashtag, 
he’s, our son.”

Crump said the district attor-
ney wants the public to accept 
“We’ll never know,” while the 
family answers, “We’ll never 
stop.” The family is asking the 
U.S. Department of Justice to 
investigate and demanding re-
lease of the full case fi le and 

the state’s autopsy report. Mis-
sissippi has no statute of limita-
tions on homicide.

Tasia Fortune: An Arrest, Not 
an Ending

Fortune, a 29-year-old mother 
of four, was found Aug. 3 hang-
ing from a tree behind a vacant 
house on Road of Remembrance 
in west Jackson. From the start, 
her family insisted she did not 
take her own life.

After the state medical exam-
iner ruled her death a homicide 
on Sept.10, Jackson police ar-
rested Jarques “Jock” Ratliff , 51, 
the next day as he walked along 
Capitol Street and charged him 
with murder. Ratliff  is African 
American, as was Fortune, ac-
cording to Mississippi Today. 
Police said the two knew each 
other but have not said how.

Ratliff  pleaded not guilty 

Sept. 14 and was denied bond as 
a fl ight risk. His attorney, Toney 
Baldwin, called him “a pillar of 
the community” and said his cli-
ent made no confession.

Jackson Police Chief RaShall 
Brackney called the arrest “not 
the conclusion” and said more 
arrests are expected. “We under-
stand this case is being viewed 
through a broader lens, a global 
lens,” Brackney said, according 
to ABC News.

Christy Spivey, Fortune’s 
mother, said that when police 
told her about the arrest, “I just 
started crying and told them, 
‘Thank you, thank you, thank 
you.’”

Activists want more. Byron 
Brumfi eld of Medgar Evers Re-
loaded: A Mission and a Move-
ment said Ratliff  “should be 
charged with a hate crime also, 
just like anybody else,” accord-
ing to WLOX. Ward 3 Jack-
son City Councilman Kenneth 
Stokes has asked U.S. Attorney 
Baxter Kruger’s offi  ce for fed-
eral assistance.

Prince George’s County: Rul-
ing in Hours

In Upper Marlboro, Md., a 
Black man was found hanging 
from a tree outside a business 
on D’Arcy Road on the morn-
ing of Sept. 20. Within hours, 
the state medical examiner ruled 
his death a suicide with no other 
signs of trauma. He has not been 
publicly identifi ed.

Police Chief George Nader 
said the man’s family agrees 
with the ruling. Relatives asked 
that his name be withheld and 
said the public attention had 

made his death “more unbear-
able,” according to the Mary-
land Daily Record.

County Executive Aisha 
Braveboy urged residents not to 
share images or spread specula-
tion online. “This is a tragedy. A 
person is dead,” Braveboy said, 
according to WUSA9.

A Pattern the Crusader Has 
Tracked

Mississippi is where Emmett 
Till, a 14-year-old Chicago boy, 
was abducted and murdered in 
1955, and where Mack Charles 
Parker was dragged from a Pop-
larville jail and lynched in 1959.

In February, JULIAN, the 
civil rights organization found-
ed by attorney Jill Collen Jef-
ferson, released “A Crimson 
Record,” a report documenting 
more than 70 suspected mod-
ern-day lynchings across seven 
Southern states since 2000. The 
report calls the federal Emmett 
Till Anti-Lynching Act, signed 
in 2022, “toothless.”

The Wells family is pressing 
for a federal investigation. Jack-
son police have promised more 
arrests in Fortune’s killing, and 
activists are calling for hate 
crime charges. More than a year 
after Trey Reed was found on 
the Delta State campus, his fam-
ily is still waiting for answers of 
its own.

Across these cases, families 
and advocates have made the 
same demand: release the grand 
jury fi ndings, the autopsy re-
ports and the evidence behind 
every ruling.

Based on reporting by Chi-
cago Crusader. 

STATE

 By Stephanie Gadlin
Black Press USA Wire  
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Rulings leave questions 
lingering in Nolan Wells Case 

Wells
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Yes, I plan 
to vote in the 
e l e c t i o n s .  
But I don’t 
know who 
to vote for or 
why I should 

vote for one candidate over 
the other.

All the candidates speak 
well of themselves. But.., 
why should I believe all the 
good things they say about 
themselves and all the bad 
things they say about their 
opponents? I don’t know 
any of them, personally.

I remember the ’26 can-
didates’ predecessors; they 
would be very positive and 
confi dent about making 
promises to do the ‘miracu-
lous’ and moving Missis-
sippi forward. At the end 
of their terms, Mississippi 
remained at the bottom of 
the good list and at the top 

of the bad list in the polls.  
What happened to the 
promise, “Together we will 
move MS forward?” 

There is an art to life and 
living.

I’m looking and lis-
tening for candidates to 
give us reasons to believe 
that they know the diff er-
ence between a lie and the 
truth, right and wrong, 
and the just and unjust. I 
want to know if they have 
established a reputation 
as people of integrity. In 
their homes, their jobs and 
in their communities, have 
shown courage in leader-
ship? Do they have that in-
ner strength to do what is 
right, fair and just in sight, 
out of sight and in the cover 
of the night? I don’t know; 
do you?

Are the candidates com-
mitted to giving an honest 
day’s work for an honest 
day’s pay? Will they be 

honest in their clocking-in 
and clocking-out time? Will 
they shun the abuse of their 
lunch hour, time off , sick 
days and personal days? 
Will they honor the public 
trust; will they respect pub-
lic property/funds and pub-
lic supplies? Why? Why 
would they care about do-
ing right by us, the voters? 
They have their reasons to 
believe that they won’t get 
caught, convicted or jailed 
for doing what others are 
doing in positions of trust.

So… when candidates 
say, “Vote for me”, take 
courage and ask why. 
WHY?

If candidates don’t have 
a good work record, they 
have past due bills at the 
house, and they are unfaith-
ful to their spouses, why 
should we think or believe 
that they’ll keep promises 
made to us during a cam-
paign season? Why?   

“Aging grace-
fully” is an ex-
pression that is 
fi rmly planted 
in the American 
lexicon. We have 
heard it many 

times as it describes how senior 
citizens move into another chap-
ter of their lives. 

There is more emphasis today 
on health-related matters. Re-
search shows we are living lon-
ger and have a better quality of 
life. It is safe to say that health-
care has improved and is one 
of the reasons for seniors being 
more active these days. 

I am a senior citizen and in the 
4th quarter of my life. Getting 
exercise is an important part of 
my daily routine. Some years 
back now my wife, Deborah, a 
retired educator, and I found out 
about the Senior Dance Fitness 
Class.  It is sponsored by the 
New Orleans Ballet Association 
and held at Joe Brown Park, a 
New Orleans Recreation Devel-
opment Commission facility. 

This partnership has given 
us a chance to have physical 
exercise through stretching and 
aerobics. I would characterize 
our sessions as motivating and 
satisfying. 

Another important feature 
of our class is that we develop 
new friendships and have great 
conversations. There is, in my 
opinion, a deep human element 
to these classes. Relaxation and 
peace of mind are words that 
hold true here. 

Sharing stories and experi-
ences have made us closer as a 

group. We welcome new mem-
bers which allay any apprehen-
sion or anxiety they may have.  

We get to know one another 
in a relaxed environment. It is 
natural and unplanned. It just 
happens. These weekly engage-
ments have taken on a life of 
their own. We look forward to 
them as we are all ardent partici-
pants. 

Margie, a retired healthcare 
professional, has been with our 
group for many years and when 
it comes to recognizing birth-
days or providing us with some 

updates, she is the go-to person. 
When I asked her why she joined 
the class, she said, “I had some 
health challenges, and this was 
a part of my rehabilitation plan. 
Now, it’s a part of my lifestyle.” 

Confi rmed reports say that 
consistent exercise and move-
ment have positive results when 
recovering from illnesses. Jan-
ice, another member of our class 
and a retired transportation ad-
ministrator had an accident. She 
credits the class as being funda-
mental in her physical and emo-
tional healing.  Janice said, “Our 

class gives me inspiration each 
week. It’s simply the best.” 

There is undoubtedly a high 
degree of happiness in being a 
part of this class. Colette, a for-
mer educator and actor, says that 
she enjoys the conversations she 
has in the class. Colette said, “I 
enjoy very much the music and 
the dancing. The New Orleans 
Ballet Association has done a 
brilliant job of putting this to-
gether.” 

Being sedentary and sit-
ting at home doesn’t happen as 
much with this generation of 

senior citizens. We continue to 
make contributions to our soci-
ety. Mary Ann, who worked in 
banking and social work retired 
to New Orleans from the New 
England area. She initially heard 
about the Senior Dance Fitness 
Class because of her swimming 
class at Joe Brown Park. Mary 
Ann said, “I feel like it’s my 
community. They give strength 
and joy.” 

While each of us has a diff er-
ent story, we all have the same 
story when it comes to the ex-
citement and exhilaration we get 
from our class.  

Calvin, a businessman, has 
been in the class for ten years. 
He has become an unoffi  cial 
ambassador for us telling his 
friends about the class. He said, 
“I like to dance and this gives 
me the movement and motion 
that I want.” 

Our instructors, Carly and 
Rebecca, have provided us with 
expert instruction. Their knowl-
edge and execution have trans-
lated into us having a wonderful 
experience. We are at a well-
earned time in our lives and we 
are enjoying it. 

New Orleans senior citizens know 
the value of exercise and fi tness

Let’s ask WHY

OPINION

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

I know that one 
of my favorite 
singer’s, Luther 
Vandross famously 
sang, “A House 
Is Not a Home,” 
without having the 

love of your life dwelling there 
with you. And I wholeheartedly 
agree. However, I also believe 
that a house is not a home with-
out ice cream.

Now, let me explain to all you 
judgy, health fanatics, zero sugar 
free Greek Yogurt lovers – by the 
way I added this yogurt to my 
lifestyle plan (not a diet plan - 
hunny) and no ma’am/sir, I could 
not do it. I tried it but it tasted 
like school glue, in fact, school 
glue tasted better. Yes, I unfortu-
nately know the diff erence due to 
my kindergarten self – don’t act 
like you didn’t snack on erasers, 
crayons, and your little crusty 
boogers. Anyways, for those of 
you who are worried that I was 
overloading our children on junk 
– far from the truth. Our chil-
dren were reared consuming real 
food, rarely purchased junk food, 
and sodas and juice were a very 
rare option and still is to this day. 
But as a mother I did associate 
love with food. So, I may have 
fed them too much especially 
during their primary years. Their 
jaws were running over – they 
became our little sumo wrestlers 
– now, the Lord is still working 
on me. 

But yes, I sure kept ice cream 
in our freezer on any given day. 
And yes, I know it takes more 
than ice cream to build and fos-
ter a loving, healthy, and happy 
home and it doesn’t solve issues. 
But our children enjoyed our ice-
cream days to the maximum. 
Eating ice cream together as a 
family was fun, comforting, re-
warding, sweet, and I truly as-

sociated it with love. However, 
I had no idea that our ice-cream 
days would dwindle due to our 
children getting older.

Our children are now working, 
in college, hanging with their 
friends, and pursuing their own 
lives for the most part. There-
fore, I truly miss them and our 
ice-cream days. And it makes me 
reminiscence about parenting – 
what we did right and what we 
did wrong. And like others who 
warned my husband and I, I also 
want to encourage you to please 
enjoy your children especially 
while they are young. We barely 
get to see ours now (thank God 
they still attend church – that’s 
mandatory until they move on 
their own) and it will worsen as 
they get older – now, I under-
stand, what we did to our parents. 

Parents go out your way to do 
the following for your children:

• Pray for and with them
• Train them up in the Lord
• Love them unconditionally
• Do not parent in fear, unre-

solved trauma, etc. 
• Hug your babies often 
• Support them
• Be patient
• Don’t say yes or no to every-

thing – compromise some before 
the no

• Realize they aren’t perfect 
and never will be

• Don’t force them to live your 
dreams out – God may have a 
diff erent purpose for them

• Hold your babies accountable 
– tough love is necessary 

• Advocate for and support 
lifetime healthy and loving sib-
lings’ relationships 

• Share your imperfect lives 
with them to help them

• If you hurt them – apologize 
as often as needed, help them 
heal, redeem the time, make 
amends

• Communicate/listen  
• Don’t be judgmental 

• Have fun
• Stop trying to fi x their fail-

ures, mistakes, – they need this 
to grow – you won’t be around 
forever

• Eat ice-cream or sugar free 
yogurt 

Parents whatever you do – love 
and enjoy your babies while they 
are young – you can’t get that 
time back.

When our children were much 
younger people would always ad-
vise my husband and I to enjoy 
them while they were young. For 
some reason, I could not compre-
hend what people meant, espe-
cially considering that we were 
already enjoying our children. 
Nonetheless, we would embrace 
their sentiments and naively 
laugh it off  assuming that we 
would forever be able to enjoy 
our children. But we were wrong 
– our babies grew up.

In conclusion, we were and are 
not perfect parents and we are 
still learning but I think we went 
out of our way to create a home 
that was fi lled with love, support, 
and fun. Eating ice-cream was a 
major event for us – it was a fun 
bonding ordeal. In fact, it’s a tra-
dition we plan to continue with 
our babies and our future grand-
babies because a house is not a 
home without ice cream. 

Contact Dr. LaShunda Cal-
vert for speaking engagements 
(Motivational, Ministering, 
Marriage Counseling, Mar-
riage Workshops, Marriage 
Seminars, Marriage Confer-
ences, etc.) Marriage Ministry: 
The Restoration Church, 3931 
Hanging Moss, Road, Suite H, 
Jackson, MS. 39206, on: Ins-
tagram: letsstay2gether4ever 
(Dr. LaShunda Calvert) Face-
book: Dr. LaShunda Calvert 
Email:letsstaytogether4eva@
gmail.com Contact # 601-596-
2528

A house is not a 
home without 

ice cream
By LaShunda Calvert, Ph.D.
Tips for a Good Marriage

By James B. Ewers Jr. Ed.D.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio
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Reliable Internet NOW!      855-271-5323

Get Fast, Aff ordable Fiber Internet

FAST ENOUGH to keep up with your life. 

AFFORDABLE ENOUGH to fi t your budget. 

AND NO DATA CAPS … EVER! 

PLUS! Sign up today 
and get a $100 gift card!*

*Terms and conditions apply
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Pick Up

The Mississippi Link
At The Following Locations:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
J & A FUEL STORES
3249 Medgar Evers  Blvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
CORNER MARKET
Northside Drive
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortification and I-55

MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now to 
receive a FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. Call 
1-844-316-8630 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  Call: 
1-833-764-2473

OLSHAN FOUNDATION SOLUTIONS. 
Your trusted foundation repair 
experts since 1933. Foundation 
repair. Crawl space recovery. 
Basement waterproofing. Water 
management and more. Free 
evaluation. Limited time up to $250 
off foundation repair. Call Olshan 
1-866-264-5115.

REPAIRING or REPLACING 
APPLIANCES and home systems like 
heating and cooling can be costly. A 
home warranty plan can help. Start 
saving and get 30% off any plan 
today. Workmanship Guarantee 
included. Terms apply. Call Cinch 
Home Services 1-877-967-8980

STRUGGLING WITH STAIRS? 
STAY SAFE AT HOME.  Acorn 
Stairlifts® are the perfect solution 
for arthritis, COPD, and mobility 
challenges. A+ Rated by the BBB. 
Special $250 Savings and a FREE 
In-Home Consultation.  Call 1-877-
309-3903 Today!

AUDIEN HEARING. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 
million happy customers. Call Audien 
1-866-852-2087 

SAFE STEP STAIRLIFTS. Enjoy 
greater independence and stay in 
the home you love. Feel safe on every 
level. $750 off plus FREE installation. 
Made in the U.S.A. Call today for a 
free quote. 1-855-900-6495

DONATE your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-
428-0305 today!

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash 
AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Call today 
for your fair cash offer: 1-601-273-
8545.

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the 
same reliable, nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just 
$20/month. For more information, 
call 1-844-954-4517

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER 
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, 
no data caps, no throttling. Prices 
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100 
gift card when you make the switch.  
Call 1-855-271-5323

END YOUR TAX WORRIES 
today. Let us make your tax 
problem our priority. Scared, stuck 
with high tax amounts? Our A+ tax 
professionals can help. Call for a 
FREE consultation. Call Priority Tax 
now 1- 877-433-7430

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE

HOME IMPROVEMENT

WEEK OF SEPT. 27, 2026

YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN 80 NEWSPAPERS STATEWIDE
Call 601-981-3060 ext. 1 or email mcan@mspress.org

Place your ad in 80 newspapers statewide. Call 601-981-3060 ext. 1 or email mcan@mspress.org

in the home you love.
STAY SAFE

*Not valid on previous purchases. Not valid with any other off ers or discounts. Not valid on refurbished models. 
Only valid towards purchase of a NEW Acorn Stairlift  directly from the manufacturer. $250 discount will be applied 
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An Acorn Stairlift is the 
perfect solution for:

Those with mobility issues

Anyone who struggles 
with stairs

$250.00
SPECIAL OFFER

OFF YOUR PURCHASE 
OF A NEW ACORN STAIRLIFT!*

�������������
�����������

���������

����
�	���

��������
	��������

���������������

�����������������
����������

�� ­­��������­

* With purchase of a new Safe Step Stairli� . Not applicable with any previous stairli�  purchase. O� er available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present o� er at time of purchase. Not available in every state. Expires 
12/31/26. CSLB 1082165, NSCB 0083445, 13VH11096000, CGC1537181, ROC 312990, CCB 244331, SAFESSW784PS, PA127501, MHIC 134223, TN 5887, RL.884533, RBB.49248, UT 13229623-5501

��
�
��
��
	������������

����	���������

www.themississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 9OCTOBER 1 - 7, 2026

Priority Tax is a private company that identifies qualified consumers who require tax assistance. 
They are not the IRS, nor a State Taxing Authority. They are not a debt relief company or 
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IRS Back Taxes
Got You Worried?

877.433.7430
CALL NOW FOR FREE CONSULTATION!

We will help negotiate the best solution for your tax 
challenge. At PRIORITY TAX, WE'VE GOT YOUR 
BACK!

Our Tax Professionals will get you on the 
phone with the IRS in minutes for FREE.
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“You want 
my arm to fall 
off?” is one of 
the most memo-
rable lines from 
the 1972 Oscar 
nominated film 

Lady Sings the Blues.   In the 
scene, Billie Holiday (Diana 
Ross) has just finished singing at 
a nightclub and is being heckled 
by the crowd for not taking mon-
ey from patrons.    As she stands 
nervous with her head bowed in 
the middle of the stage, a hand 

is held up with a $20 bill in it.     
Because her head is bowed, she 
doesn’t initially see the money 
or the person who holds it up.    
Encouraged by the bar owner to 
take the money but still hesitant, 
she slowly moves in the direc-
tion of the hand.      

As she moves closer to the 
money and a well-manicured 
hand is shown, those now fa-
mous words are heard and the 
face of Louis McKay (Billy Dee 
Williams) comes out of the shad-
ows.    Holiday makes lingering 
eye contact with McKay and 
takes the money.   She then fin-

ishes the musical set and takes 
more money from other patrons.  

This scene came to mind a 
few years ago as I was having 
a conversation with a friend 
about some difficult choices that 
she was trying to make.    She 
shared how she knew that God 
could answer her prayers; she 
was just stuck not knowing what 
to ask for.   As I listened to her, I 
thought about how God was like 
McKay.   He was ready to an-
swer her prayer and bless her ac-
cording to her level of faith.   All 
she needed to do was ask Him 
and he would bless her.   I shared 

these words of encouragement 
with her and even showed her 
the video clip since she wasn’t 
that familiar with the movie. 

I think part of the reason why 
Holiday hesitated to take the 
money is the same reason why 
my friend is not sure of what to 
pray:    she knows what is being 
offered but is not familiar with 
who is offering it.   It sometimes 
happens when we don’t spend as 
much time with God; we may 
not recognize when he is trying 
to bless us or wants to move in 
our lives.   My friend admitted 
that she hadn’t spent much time 

in prayer with God lately and 
that she missed the close inti-
macy that came from spending 
time with God.    I assured her 
that despite feeling that way, 
God was still waiting to bless 
her.   He was just waiting on her 
to ask Him.       

Jeremiah 32:17 reminds us 
about the outstretched arm of 
God:   “‘Ah, Lord God! Behold, 
You have made the heavens and 
the earth by Your great power 
and outstretched arm. There is 
nothing too hard for You.”   We 
should not just focus on get-
ting the blessing from God but 

also on getting to know better 
the One who loves to bless us.  
When we have that close, inti-
mate relationship with God, we 
will trust Him and won’t hesitate 
to go to Him for whatever our 
needs are.  

Shewanda Riley is a Fort 
Worth-based author of “Love 
Hangover: Moving from Pain 
to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to the 
Beat of God’s Heart: A Book of 
Prayers for Writers.” Email her 
at preservedbypurpose@gmail.
com or follow her on Twitter @
shewanda

Do you want God’s arm to fall off? 
P R E S E R V E D

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

“I just don’t 
get it.” I’d 
been staring 
at the same 
algebra equa-
tion for about 
15 minutes 

with still no clue how to 
solve it. I thought maybe if 
I stared long enough, the an-
swer would magically appear 
on the page. I didn’t want to 
but fi nally gave up and took 
a peek at the answers. Once 
I looked at the answers, I fi -
nally understood the strategy 
and was able to work out the 
problems.

Even after I closed the 
book, I was horrifi ed and em-
barrassed at how little math 
I remembered from high 
school and college. When I 
was in college working on 
my undergraduate degree, 
I’d been given the option of 

taking College Algebra or 
The History of Math. Guess 
which one I took? The His-
tory of Math. Years later, I 
regret that decision.

A number of years ago, 
I took a college math prep 
course for an upcoming test 
and found myself getting 
stuck not because I didn’t 
know the strategy; those I 
can memorize. I got stuck 
because I was trying to un-
derstand the strategy.

We sometimes make the 
same mistake when we try 
to understand why God does 
or doesn’t do something. We 
try to understand the why, 
but all God wants us to do 
is follow his strategy to love 
and obey him as it says in 
Deuteronomy 13:4: “It is the 
LORD your God you must 
follow, and him you must 
revere. Keep his commands 
and obey him; serve him and 
hold fast to him.” It’s a simple 

strategy that doesn’t require 
understanding…just obedi-
ence. But in order for obedi-
ence to work, we have to be 
consistent. Doing something 
right once is different from 
doing the same thing right 
over and over.

As the start of a new school 
year is just around the corner, 
much of the fi rst few weeks 
of school will be dedicated to 
helping students of all ages 
adjust to the demands of their 
new grade level.

Students will learn new 
strategies but the key to them 
successfully using those 
strategies is to do so consis-
tently. Applying algebraic 
equations correctly in class 
one day will give the right 
answer. However, applying 
that same algebraic equation 
to problems every week will 
give the right strategy and 
equip you to deal with more 
diffi cult problems in the fu-

ture.
It’s the same way with obe-

dience as Christians. Gala-
tians 6:9 reminds us, “And 
let us not grow weary of do-
ing good, for in due season 
we will reap, if we do not 
give up.” Doing the right 
thing once might make us 
feel good. However, doing 
the right thing again…and 
again…and again gives us 
the strategies to be success-
ful not just in the present. It 
also gives us the foundation 
to make better decisions in 
the future.

Shewanda Riley is a Fort 
Worth-based author of “Love 
Hangover: Moving from Pain 
to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to 
the Beat of God’s Heart: A 
Book of Prayers for Writ-
ers.” Email her at preserved-
bypurpose@gmail.com or 
follow her on Twitter @she-
wanda
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Back to 
basics

P R E S E R V E D

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

God put the 
church together. 
God put the mem-
bers in the body, 
and He will save 
anyone anywhere. 
No matter what 

kind of sin they have commit-
ted God will save them and put 
them right in the Church of God. 
He gives us the truth. Proverbs 
23:23 tells us, “Buy the truth, 
and sell it not.” We should buy 
the truth and keep the truth. I 
buy the truth with my life, and 
I will not sell it. We may have 
personal things handed down 
from our families that we do not 
want to sell. They should not be 
for sale.

The truth is not for sale! 
Friends, we have given our lives 
for the truth. We are following 
Jesus. Jesus said in John 14:6, 
“I am the way, the truth, and the 
life.” If we desire the truth we 
must buy it from Jesus. He is the 
embodiment and the personifi -
cation of the truth, wisdom, in-
struction and understanding. 

The Bible says in Proverbs 4:7, 
“Wisdom is the principal thing; 
therefore, get wisdom: and with 
all thy getting get understand-
ing.”

We need to buy these things 
and sell them not. God gives us 
wisdom. A lot of times since I 
have been a pastor, I have called 
on other experienced pastors 
and asked them, “How would 
you handle this situation?” or 
“What do you think about this?” 
When we get that wisdom it is 

very precious. So, do not sell it.
The Apostle Paul instructed 

us in 1 Timothy, Chapter 2 about 
praying. Some people take the 
attitude that they do not want to 
pray for our leaders. Verses 1-5 
read: “Therefore I exhort fi rst of 
all that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of 
thanks be made for all men, for 
kings and all who are in author-
ity, that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness 
and reverence. For this is good 
and acceptable in the sight of 
God our Savior, who desires all 
men to be saved and to come to 
the knowledge of the truth. For 
there is one God and one Media-
tor between God and men, the 
Man Christ Jesus.”

In 1 Thessalonians, Chapter 
2, Paul preached the Gospel to 
those people in Thessalonica. He 
made it really plain by pouring 
out his heart to them. In verses 
1-4 he said: “For yourselves, 
brethren, know our entrance in 
unto you, that it was not in vain: 
But even after that we had suf-
fered before, and were shame-
fully entreated, as ye know, at 
Philippi, we were bold in our 
God to speak unto you the gos-
pel of God with much conten-
tion. For our exhortation was not 
of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor 
in guile: But as we were allowed 
of God to be put in trust with the 
gospel, even so we speak; not as 
pleasing men, but God, which 
trieth our hearts.”

Simeon R. Greem III, Rich-
mond First Church of God, 6517 
Walmsley Blvd., Richmond, VA 
23224.

Buy the 
truth and 
sell it not

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
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book, I was horrifi ed and em-
barrassed at how little math 
I remembered from high 
school and college. When I 
was in college working on 
my undergraduate degree, 
I’d been given the option of 

taking College Algebra or 
The History of Math. Guess 
which one I took? The His-
tory of Math. Years later, I 
regret that decision.

A number of years ago, 
I took a college math prep 
course for an upcoming test 
and found myself getting 
stuck not because I didn’t 
know the strategy; those I 
can memorize. I got stuck 
because I was trying to un-
derstand the strategy.

We sometimes make the 
same mistake when we try 
to understand why God does 
or doesn’t do something. We 
try to understand the why, 
but all God wants us to do 
is follow his strategy to love 
and obey him as it says in 
Deuteronomy 13:4: “It is the 
LORD your God you must 
follow, and him you must 
revere. Keep his commands 
and obey him; serve him and 
hold fast to him.” It’s a simple 

strategy that doesn’t require 
understanding…just obedi-
ence. But in order for obedi-
ence to work, we have to be 
consistent. Doing something 
right once is different from 
doing the same thing right 
over and over.

As the start of a new school 
year is just around the corner, 
much of the fi rst few weeks 
of school will be dedicated to 
helping students of all ages 
adjust to the demands of their 
new grade level.

Students will learn new 
strategies but the key to them 
successfully using those 
strategies is to do so consis-
tently. Applying algebraic 
equations correctly in class 
one day will give the right 
answer. However, applying 
that same algebraic equation 
to problems every week will 
give the right strategy and 
equip you to deal with more 
diffi cult problems in the fu-

ture.
It’s the same way with obe-

dience as Christians. Gala-
tians 6:9 reminds us, “And 
let us not grow weary of do-
ing good, for in due season 
we will reap, if we do not 
give up.” Doing the right 
thing once might make us 
feel good. However, doing 
the right thing again…and 
again…and again gives us 
the strategies to be success-
ful not just in the present. It 
also gives us the foundation 
to make better decisions in 
the future.

Shewanda Riley is a Fort 
Worth-based author of “Love 
Hangover: Moving from Pain 
to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to 
the Beat of God’s Heart: A 
Book of Prayers for Writ-
ers.” Email her at preserved-
bypurpose@gmail.com or 
follow her on Twitter @she-
wanda

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Back to 
basics

P R E S E R V E D

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

God put the 
church together. 
God put the mem-
bers in the body, 
and He will save 
anyone anywhere. 
No matter what 

kind of sin they have commit-
ted God will save them and put 
them right in the Church of God. 
He gives us the truth. Proverbs 
23:23 tells us, “Buy the truth, 
and sell it not.” We should buy 
the truth and keep the truth. I 
buy the truth with my life, and 
I will not sell it. We may have 
personal things handed down 
from our families that we do not 
want to sell. They should not be 
for sale.

The truth is not for sale! 
Friends, we have given our lives 
for the truth. We are following 
Jesus. Jesus said in John 14:6, 
“I am the way, the truth, and the 
life.” If we desire the truth we 
must buy it from Jesus. He is the 
embodiment and the personifi -
cation of the truth, wisdom, in-
struction and understanding. 

The Bible says in Proverbs 4:7, 
“Wisdom is the principal thing; 
therefore, get wisdom: and with 
all thy getting get understand-
ing.”

We need to buy these things 
and sell them not. God gives us 
wisdom. A lot of times since I 
have been a pastor, I have called 
on other experienced pastors 
and asked them, “How would 
you handle this situation?” or 
“What do you think about this?” 
When we get that wisdom it is 

very precious. So, do not sell it.
The Apostle Paul instructed 

us in 1 Timothy, Chapter 2 about 
praying. Some people take the 
attitude that they do not want to 
pray for our leaders. Verses 1-5 
read: “Therefore I exhort fi rst of 
all that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of 
thanks be made for all men, for 
kings and all who are in author-
ity, that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness 
and reverence. For this is good 
and acceptable in the sight of 
God our Savior, who desires all 
men to be saved and to come to 
the knowledge of the truth. For 
there is one God and one Media-
tor between God and men, the 
Man Christ Jesus.”

In 1 Thessalonians, Chapter 
2, Paul preached the Gospel to 
those people in Thessalonica. He 
made it really plain by pouring 
out his heart to them. In verses 
1-4 he said: “For yourselves, 
brethren, know our entrance in 
unto you, that it was not in vain: 
But even after that we had suf-
fered before, and were shame-
fully entreated, as ye know, at 
Philippi, we were bold in our 
God to speak unto you the gos-
pel of God with much conten-
tion. For our exhortation was not 
of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor 
in guile: But as we were allowed 
of God to be put in trust with the 
gospel, even so we speak; not as 
pleasing men, but God, which 
trieth our hearts.”

Simeon R. Greem III, Rich-
mond First Church of God, 6517 
Walmsley Blvd., Richmond, VA 
23224.

Buy the 
truth and 
sell it not

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
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SUNDAY
Worship Services

9 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. in person

Or you may worship with us via 
Facebook or our YouTube 

channel at CHMBC

Pastor
Chauncy L. Jordan

www.nhcms.org

1750 

SUNDAY
Worship Services

9 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. in person 

 
Or you may worship with us via 

Facebook or our YouTube 
channel at CHMBC

Bible Study 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 
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The  Mississippi Book Festi-
val  has become an annual lit-
erary event  where thousands of  
prominent authors and celebrity 
guests join thousands of book 
lovers for this annual event. The 
annual gathering includes panel 
discussions, book signings, chil-
dren’s activities, food trucks, 
live music and workshops. 

 This year’s festival, as in past 
years, drew thousands of book 
lovers. It   was held Saturday, 
September 26, 2026, at the Mis-
sissippi State Capitol, 400 High 
Street in Jackson from 9:00 AM 
to 5:00 PM.   

Former Mississippi Legisla-
tors Barbara and Edward Black-
mon, Jr. hosted a diverse crowd 
as part of the Book Festival. A 
packed room witnessed the for-
mer state senator and represen-
tative, respectively, discussing 
the impetus for their new book, 
Two Minds, One Rhythm: A 
Story for a Fractured Nation. 
According to State Represen-
tative Omeria Scott of Laurel, 
“The public got a real treat, 
since the book has not offi  cially 
launched yet.” Scott moderated 
the panel discussion and fi elded 
questions from the enthused 
crowd. 

It was evident at the pre-
launch event that Canton’s 
power couple was truly “Two 
Minds and One Rhythm,” as 
they often completed each oth-
er’s thoughts. The informative 
public conversation started with 
remarks about the New York 
Times. The day after Donald 
Trump was elected in 2024, a 
Times reporter posed the fol-
lowing question to nationally 
recognized trial attorney Ed-
ward Blackmon, Jr., “What 
should the rest of America ex-
pect?” Blackmon responded, 
“Welcome to Mississippi. We’ve 
lived through this enough to 
recognize that our history is 
meeting our future.” 

This past weekend’s Book 
Festival crowd consisted of all 
ages and races, who listened 
intently, even late in the day, 
as Barbara Blackmon spoke 
about the importance of voting 
in this environment, “We are 
overwhelmed with the recep-
tion for our book but education 

begins with you.” Audience 
member Dennis Sweet added, 
“The Blackmon’s have been true 
mentors. This book refl ects their 
collective fi ght to shape law, pol-
itics, and representation.” 

Following the conversational 
panel discussion, the group 
adjourned to the signing tent 
outside on the Capitol grounds, 

provided by the Mississippi 
Book Festival. The Blackmon’s 
then autographed special edi-
tions of their book, as student 
volunteers from Millsaps Col-
lege helped organize patrons 
who stood in long lines to get 
their copy. 

To learn more about healing 
America’s divide through the 

redemptive power of shared pur-
pose, go online to twomindson-
erhythm.com. The book will be 
available online at Amazon for 
one day only on October 6. The 
publication will be 99 cents on 
Kindle that day but will be avail-
able at Amazon in perpetuity. 
The co-authors plan to stage an 
offi  cial launch in late October. 

COMMUNITY
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Former Mississippi 
Legislators share life 

lessons at Book Festival  
Two Minds, One Rhythm: A Story for a Fractured Nation off ers a hard-won blueprint for healing ‘America’s Divide’ 

Front Row Seated: Barbara and Edward Blackmon Back Row 
Standing: Dr. Deborah Hyde and Rep. Omaria Scott with purchased 
copy of Two Minds, One Rhythm: A story of a fractured Nation.

 City of Jackson Mayor John Horhn holds a copy of the special edition 
of Two Minds, One Rhythm while standing between the Blackmon’s.

 Close friend Attorney Dennis Sweet gets 
his personal edition autographed by 
Barbara Blackmon.

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF MICHAEL MARKS

Students from Millsaps College who  served as volunteers at the Mississippi Book Festival             
Paid for by Committee to Elect Rhonda C. Cooper for Chancery Court Judge

By Michael Marks
Guest Writer, Style & Study LLC



Hinds County School District 
is celebrating Dr. Antionette L. 
Woodall, Executive Director of 
Student Services, who has been 
named a 2026 EdTech All-Star in 
the Instructional Leader category 
by ClassLink and RTM Business 
Group. 

Woodall was recognized during 
the 2026 Fall Education Congress, 
held September 20–22, 2026, in 
Orlando, Florida. She is one of 
four K–12 leaders selected for this 
year’s national honors. 

In its announcement, ClassLink 

highlighted Woodall’s belief that 
every child deserves a champion. 
In her district role, she brings to-
gether people and resources to 
support student well-being, atten-
dance, engagement, and school cli-
mate. Her experience as a teacher, 
instructional coach, and school 
leader helps her understand the 
needs of both Achievers and edu-
cators. 

“Dr. Woodall has helped 
strengthen the support services our 
Achievers need to attend school, 
feel connected, and succeed,” said 
HCSD Superintendent Dr. Mitch-

ell M. Shears. “She brings people 
and resources together to respond 
to Achievers’ needs with care and 
consistency. This national recog-
nition refl ects her commitment to 
making sure every Achiever has 
the support to thrive.” 

Since 2018, the EdTech All-Stars 
awards have recognized education 
leaders who turn ideas into action 
and make a lasting diff erence in 
their school communities.  Wood-
all’s honor refl ects the district’s 
commitment to Engaging, Empow-
ering, and Ensuring Excellence for 
every Achiever. 

Nissan believes in 
the power of education.

Celebrating 
20 years of service 
in the Greater 
Jackson Area.
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Dr. Antionette Woodall named a 
2026 national EdTech All-Star 

EDUCATION

Lindsey Fordis, an instructor 
at Canton Career Center was re-
cently chosen as Teacher of the 
Month” for Canton Career Cen-
ter located at 487 N. Union Ex-
tension Street, Canton, MS. 

Fordis was recognized by the 
Canton Public School District 
Board of Trustees and Interim 
Superintendent, Dr. Bonita Cole-
man, at the September Board 
meeting. She was presented with 
an Award of Excellence by Mi-
chael Ellis, Director of Career 
and Technical Education.

In congratulating Fordis, Ellis 
stated in a press release , “This 
recognition is well deserved, and 

we appreciate her commitment 
to our students and Canton Ca-
reer Center. Working with Mrs. 
Fordis has been an outstanding 
experience. She is a profession-
al and eff ective instructor who 
communicates clearly, listens 
thoughtfully, and approaches ev-
ery situation with patience and 
respect. She is always willing to 
help, and her students truly ap-
preciate her. Most importantly, 
she leads by example and in-
spires her students.” 

Fordis is excelling as an en-
gineer and instructor in Canton 
Career Center’s Nissan of Excel-
lence Advanced Manufacturing 
Program. 

With the release of the 2026 
MAAP student performance 
data from the Mississippi De-
partment of Education, teachers 
and students at Clinton Junior 
High School found themselves 
in the Top 5 of mathematics 
and English Language Arts for 
seventh and eighth grades. 

Eighth grade scores ranked 
CJHS third in mathematics and 
fi fth in ELA.  

Seventh grade scores ranked 

CJHS 4th in mathematics. 
CJHS Principal Dr. Ivory 

Gray said these scores refl ect 
the hard work of the students.  

“These scores refl ect the 
exceptional hard work of our 
students and represent just one 
step in our ongoing journey to 
be elite,” he said. 

“Success like this is never a 
solo eff ort. It stems from the 
daily commitment of our dedi-
cated teachers, the support of 
our CJHS families and the de-
termination of our students to 
grow every  single day.

During its August board 
meeting, the Mississippi De-
partment of Education released 
state test profi ciency scores 
and rankings for Mississippi 
public school districts. 

Clinton’s cohort of third 
grade students ranked 5th in 
mathematics across the Mag-
nolia State. 

Northside’s principal Man-
dy Ambrose said keeping the 
math scores in the top fi ve is an 
accomplishment that refl ects 
the passion and dedication of 
the teachers towards their stu-
dents. 

“Our teachers understand 
that these test scores are the 

result of meaningful learning, 
not the goal itself,” Ambrose 
said. “They see each student 
as an individual, meet them 
where they are and then chal-
lenge and support them to 
reach their fullest potential.”  

Ambrose added that high 
student achievement at North-
side is a product of academic 
teachers as well as support 
staff , interventionists and ac-
tivity teachers.  

“Our teachers and staff  work 
together to know our students, 
believe in them, and give them 
the support and encouragement 
they need to be their best,” she 
said. “These scores are a refl ec-
tion of that collective commit-
ment, and I couldn’t be prouder 
of the Northside team.” 

Lindsey Fordis 
selected as 
Teacher of 
the Month

Canton Career Center – 
Canton Public School District 

CJHS remains at the top with 
release of state test scores 

Northside’s Math 
Scores remain in top 

fi ve statewide 
Lindsey Fordis, teacher of the month and Michael Ellis , director of 
Career and Technical Education.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Dr. Antionette L. Woodall, Executive Director of Student Services 

The Mississippi Link Newswire

By Robert Chapma,
Director of Communications 
Clinton Public School District 

By Robert Chapma,
Director of Communications 
Clinton Public School District 



Lately, you’re almost afraid to 
check the news. 

You can’t bear to see foot-
age of another mass shooting. 
You can’t stand to read about 
another young man losing his 
health, limbs or his life. It’s all 
too much, and you feel helpless. 
So read “The American Way of 
Killing” by Malcolm Gladwell. 
Maybe we’re looking at gun 
control the wrong way. 

Abdullah Pratt had always 
had “a passion for science.”  

He grew up in a Black commu-

nity, went to museums, attended 
college and medical school, and 
he works where he was raised, 
in Chicago. Recently, Gladwell 
asked him how many of the peo-
ple he knew growing up have 
died of gun violence. 

“… it’d probably be like in 
the thirties, forties,” Pratt said, 
including his brother and at least 
fourteen other close friends.  

The stats, says Gladwell, don’t 
show the whole picture about 
gun violence because we’re 
looking at things all wrong and 
we’re having “dishonest” con-
versations. First of all, he be-

lieves, we should remember that 
“robbery and homicide are not 
siblings.” We should not lump 
all gun crimes into a category 
that includes gun deaths. Before 
we talk about public safety, we 
need to specifi cally defi ne it. We 
must know exactly what is, and 
what is not, in gun control bills 
that Congress passes or doesn’t. 

“Assault-rifl e bans are gun 
control theater,” Gladwell says, 
“they pretend to be something 
they are not.” 

As for the Second Amend-
ment, we have to look at the era 
in which it was written and gram-

mar used to understand what it 
means. And when it comes to re-
porting, we must ask the police 
to separate the level and degree 
of gun violence in their offi  cial 
reports. Was someone killed, or 
did the victim survive?  

Without that information it’s 
easy for medical profession-
als’ expertise to save a life, but 
which hides the facts and makes 
“it easier for Americans to live 
with their gun violence.” 

Is there any American left 
who doesn’t have an opinion 
one way or another about gun 
ownership or control?  Probably 

not – which is why “The Ameri-
can Way of Killing” is essential 
reading today, now. 

The one thing you need to 
know before you start is this: 
author Malcolm Gladwell’s 
work here is calm, considerate, 
and balanced. You may notice 
nuances, but this book isn’t 
overtly pro-gun control, nor 
does Gladwell seem against it. 
Instead, he methodically shows 
readers the mistakes we make in 
our thought-processes, how we 
misunderstand laws, and where 
collective thinking can be more 
eff ective in an overall argument. 

In many ways, the two sides, 
pro- and against, aren’t as diver-
gent as we might think we are, 
especially when presented with 
commonsensical, important and 
shocking statistics that could fl ip 
your understanding of the facts. 

“The American Way of Kill-
ing” may not change minds, but 
it may loosen them considerably. 
It’s a book for both sides, and 
for anyone who wants to save 
lives. Gun violence, as Gladwell 
shows, isn’t new news, but our 
attitudes and our work to end it 
might start here. 

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
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WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON’S SOUL, 
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN 
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE 
VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC 
ADULTS WANT TO HEAR! 

Paid for by friends of Zack Wallace

BOOK REVIEW:
THE AMERICAN WAY OF KILLING: THE AMERICAN WAY OF KILLING: 
THE INVENTION OF AN EPIDEMICTHE INVENTION OF AN EPIDEMIC
BY MALCOLM GLADWELL
C.2026, LITTLE, BROWN  
$34.00 •  304 PAGES

Paid for by friends of Zack Wallace
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SPORTS

38,973 people packed “The 
Vet” this past Saturday night 
for the Boombox Classic, and 
Tiger Nation got exactly what it 
came for. Jackson State opened 
SWAC play by handling ri-
val Southern 35 to 17, moving 
to 4-0 overall and 1-0 in the 
SWAC. The win ran the win-
ning streak over the Jags to 
8 straight. That’s the longest 
streak Jackson State has ever 
put together in this series. 

The fi reworks started before 
kickoff . Players from both sides 
got into it during warmups, a 
little pregame scuffl  e that went 
on for several minutes before 
coaches and state troopers fi -
nally pulled everybody apart. 
That got the juices fl owing early 
on both sides.  Jackson State got 
the ball fi rst and went right to 
work. Jared Lockhart went 4 for 
4 on the opening drive and Nate 
Blount IV punched it in from 
the 1. Just like that JSU 7 SU 0.  
Southern answered with a solid 
drive of its own, converting a 
4th and 6 and getting a 22-yard 
catch and run from Trey Holly 
on 3rd down to the JSU 12. The 
Darkside Defense held there 
though, and fi eld goal kick-
er, Chris McKenna knocked 
through a 27-yard fi eld goal. 7 
to 3.  Jackson State needed ex-
actly one play to answer. QB 
Lockhart fl ies deep for Nate 
Rembert, and there wasn’t a 
Jaguar near him at all. 70-yard 
touchdown.  Crowd goes crazy!  
14 to 3 in the 1st quarter so far. 

After a Southern three and 
out, the Tigers got pinned back 
at their own 5. Didn’t matter. 
Blount found a crease and broke 
off  for 48 yards.  He fi nished the 
95-yard drive himself with an 
8-yard touchdown run. 21 to 3. 
Earlier in the week Coach T.C. 
Taylor said if you give Blount a 
crease, “he will take care of the 
rest.” He wasn’t lying. 

Southern kept feeding Holly 
and it worked for a drive. Holly 
hurdled a defender on a 17-yard 
run and capped it with a 6-yard 
touchdown up the middle, but 
the extra point was no good. 21 
to 9 with 5:36 left in the half. 
Then the Jags’ special teams 
bit them again. DeJay Welch 
took the kickoff  back 52-yards, 
and 4 plays later Lockhart kept 
it himself at the goal line. 28 
to 9. Southern had already 
opened the game with a face 
mask penalty on the opening 
kickoff , missed that extra point, 
and gave up returns of 52 and 
44 yards to Welch. First year 
Southern head coach Marshall 
Faulk, in his fi rst Boombox 
Classic, didn’t sugarcoat it af-
terward, basically admitting he 

doesn’t have an answer for his 
special teams right now. 

At the half, JSU 28 SU 9. 
4 touchdowns on 6 fi rst half 
drives, and Blount already had 
111 yards and 2 touchdowns on 
just 9 carries.  Tiger fans cheer-
ing with the expectation of an-
other blowout win. 

However, second half was a 
diff erent story. Southern’s de-
fense came out tightened up, 
and most of Jackson State’s 
drives were over after 3 plays. 
Tiger nation looked a little 
concerned.  Did JSU take their 
foot off  the gas too soon?  The 
Jags smelled it. Just before the 
start of the fourth quarter, Mike 
Franklin busted a 51-yard run 
and then punched it in from the 
1 himself.  Holly got pushed 
across by his quarterback and 
center for the 2-point conver-
sion. 28 to 17 with 1:25 left in 
the 3rd.  The Vet got a little qui-
et.  A little uneasiness could be 
felt in the air. 

Southern got the ball back 
with a chance to make it a 

real ballgame and went three 
and out. The Darkside defense 
stood up strong.  Under 3 min-
utes left. The play of the game 
happens.  Sophomore quarter-
back, Jared Lockhart, takes the 
snap, looks for the end zone, the 
ball gets tipped at the goal line, 
two Southern defenders are go-
ing for the pick, ball is fl oating, 
and who comes down with it? 
Off ensive lineman Alex Val-
buena. Big fella in the end zone. 
Valburena is the starting center.  

Wow. Tiger Nation erupts. 35 to 
17. Ballgame. 

Final Stats for the game. Nate 
Blount IV led the way with 
17 carries for 135 yards and 2 
touchdowns, his third 100-yard 
game of the season. Jared Lock-
hart completed 12 of 18 for 165 
yards and 2 touchdowns and 
added a rushing touchdown, the 
fi rst time this season he’s been 
held under 200 through the air. 
Nate Rembert caught 5 passes 
for 87 yards and the 70 yard 

score. 
Jackson State put up 355 total 

yards, 190 on the ground, with 
no turnovers and held the ball 
for 35:28. For Southern, Quar-
terback Christian Johnson went 
16 of 29 for 153 yards with no 
touchdowns and no turnovers, 
and put the loss on himself af-
terward, saying “This game, 
I put a lot of it on me.” Holly 
carried it 26 times for 97 yards 
and a touchdown, and the Jags 
fi nished with 317 total yards. 

Next up, JSU heads to Mo-
bile for the Gulf Coast Chal-
lenge against Alabama A&M, 
Saturday October 3rd at 4 pm 
at Ladd-Peebles Stadium. JSU 
has won all 4 previous Gulf 
Coast Challenge meetings with 
the Bulldogs, including 57 to 24 
last year. 

Southern goes back to Baton 
Rouge for homecoming against 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff , Saturday 
at 6 pm at A.W. Mumford Sta-
dium. 

Jackson State takes care of Southern 
in the Boombox Classic… ‘Again’ 

By Tim Ward
Sports Writer

Darkside defense came to play

Sophomore qb Jared Lockhart

Pregame scuffl e between the teams

RB Nate Blount hurldles a defender

QB Christian Johnson is grabbed by JSU defender Keith Bass

Tiger nation dressed in white Whiteout game
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