
Jackson State University is en-
tering a new era of leadership as 
a familiar face takes the helm to 
break a fi ve-year cycle of rapid 
presidential turnover. Dr. Denise 
Jones Gregory, a JSU alumna 
and accomplished organic chem-
ist, assumed the presidency in 
April 2026 with the overwhelm-
ing support of a campus commu-
nity eager for a leader from its 
own ranks. 

Gregory returned to her alma 
mater in 2024 as provost follow-

ing a distinguished academic 
career in Alabama, where she 
served as a professor and associ-
ate provost at Samford Univer-
sity. 

In this conversation, she dis-
cusses stepping into the presiden-
cy, the challenges ahead, and her 
vision for preparing JSU students 
to compete in a global economy.

Frazier: You stepped into this 
role in April, but you were with 
the school before. You were pro-
vost and vice president of aca-
demic aff airs. Tell us what it was 
like applying for the job and then 
fi nding out you got the job?

Jones-Gregory: Yes. So, I want 
to start fi rst of all by just saying 
how grateful I am to be able to sit 
in this space that I am, to serve 
as the 14th president of Jackson 
State.

You know, I’m originally from 
Columbus, Mississippi, grew up 
here, born and bred in the state 
of Mississippi, went to Jackson 

State as an undergraduate, ma-
jored in chemistry. 

My parents went to Jackson 
State, my husband went to Jack-

son State, my sisters went to 
Jackson State, and just recently 
my nephew, I was so grateful to 
be able to pass him his diploma, 

graduated from Jackson State, 
three generations.

It’s always been a place that has 
poured into me from the very be-

ginning. Since I was a fi ve-year-
old kid, coming with my parents 
to Jackson State football games 
as a kid growing up, watching the 
Sonic Boom of the South.  

Worked in higher-ed for 25 
years and it was always pulling at 
me or tugging at me that Jackson 
State is the place that I call home 
and want to come back. I will say 
the larger transition came from 
provost to interim president.

Frazier: Did that give you more 
confi dence, make you more at 
ease the previous roles that you 
were in?

Jones-Gregory: Absolute-
ly.  Absolutely. The interim presi-
dent, I was very ambitious in the 
interim president role. I was con-
tinuing doing projects and work-
ing on other things that most 
presidents would work on. 

It really was more of a title 
change for me. Having the op-

The family of a Mississippi 
18-year-old who was found 
dead after a July 4 boat trip with 
friends to an island off  the Gulf 
Coast called for a thorough and 
transparent investigation during 
a news conference Friday with 
the Rev. Al Sharpton, saying 
many of the details they’re dis-
covering don’t add up.

Civil rights lawyer Ben 
Crump, who was retained by 
the family of Nolan Xavier 
Wells earlier this week, has said 
the family has concerns about 
the investigation and planned to 
conduct an independent autopsy. 

Wells travelled by boat to 
Horn Island, Mississippi, on July 
4 with a group of friends, but 
did not make the return trip with 
them that afternoon. His body 
was found early Monday morn-
ing, more than a day later.

While Jackson County Sher-
iff ’s Offi  ce offi  cials said inves-
tigators don’t suspect foul play 
in the Black college student’s 
death, the sheriff  has asked for 
any witnesses or people with 
video from the popular beach 
island about 7 miles (11.27 ki-
lometers) off  the coast of Mis-
sissippi to come forward to help 
shed light on the moments before 
Wells’ disappearance and death.

Wells’ death has galvanized 
the Black community. Actor and 
producer Tyler Perry is helping 
pay for Wells’ funeral, former 
NFL quarterback Colin Kaeper-
nick is helping pay for his inde-
pendent autopsy and fi lmmaker 
Spike Lee showed up to the news 
conference to show support for 
Wells’ family.

Wells, who would have turned 
19 next month, attended South-
west Mississippi Community 
College, where he played wide 
receiver on the football team. 
His family members have raised 
concerns, saying they’ve seen 
video of a fi ght allegedly involv-
ing their son, and saying that as 

an elite athlete he was able to 
swim.

Wells was left without his 
phone or keys, lawyers say

     Attorneys said Friday that 
the friends who left Wells on the 
island took his phone and keys 
when they departed. Crump 
said Wells’ family used an app 
to track his phone, and a friend 
went to where it was on land to 
pick it up.

“What teenager would leave 
their phone behind if they’re go-
ing to stay on this island? What 
teenager wouldn’t take their 
phone? It’s not adding up at all,” 
Crump said.

He added that the family be-
lieves text messages from social 
media apps had been deleted 
from his phone when they got 
it back, and they plan to employ 
experts to try to retrieve all the 
data they can.

A photo posted to social me-
dia, allegedly from the boat ride 

to the island, shows Wells with 
his arms around three white, 
male friends. Speculation and 
suspicion about the teen’s death 
have been rampant online, as 
people grapple with the state’s 
history of racial tension and what 
it means to be a Black person in a 
majority white space.

Wells’ mother, Christine Won-
sley, looked to the sky several 
times as lawyers spoke Friday, 
to hold back tears. When she 
spoke, she said this was not how 
she wanted the world to know 
her son.

Wonsley said they had taught 
him about history, but he was a 
peacemaker who didn’t like divi-
sion, and wanted everyone to be 
included.

“We just wanna know what 
happened,” she said, through 
tears. “And why our baby didn’t 
come home.”

 Family demands thorough in-
vestigation into Wells’ death

Crump called for a thorough 
investigation, saying to law en-
forcement, “They want to know 
that you have not taken the path 
of least resistance.”

“If the roles were reversed and 
you had three young Black men 
on a boat with a young white 
man and that young white man 
ended up dead, what kind of in-
vestigation would be conducted 
by the Mississippi law enforce-
ment offi  cials? How many times 
would those three young Black 
men be interrogated?” he added.

It’s the second case that Crump 
has taken on in the state in recent 
months. He also was recently re-
tained by the family of a Missis-
sippi 1-year-old who was killed 
when police fi red into a moving 
car.

Jackson County Sheriff  John 
Ledbetter said earlier this week 
that Wells’ mother had called to 
report him missing around mid-

From truth’s 
bright fl ame 
she lit the way, 
so bold and 
wise each day,

Her fear-
less voice inspired us all and 
never lost its sway. A Queen 
Mother crowned by faith, 
whose love would never 
cease,

She sowed the seeds of jus-
tice well and harvested God’s 
peace.

She marched where free-
dom’s banners waved and 
answered duty’s call,

She stood with King 
through history’s storms, 
courageous through them all.

With pen and press she 
raised our voice for every 
soul unheard,

She proved that hope is 
strongest still when carried 
by the Word.

The Tennessee Tribune 
became a beacon shining 
bright,

Its pages told our stories 
true and championed the 
right.

She taught that Black lives, 
dreams, and truths deserved 
the highest place,

And every headline proud-
ly bore the beauty of our 
race.

She opened doors for 
those to come with wisdom, 
strength, and grace,

She challenged wrong, up-
lifted youth, and quickened 
justice’s pace.

Her scholarship and gen-
erous heart shall bloom 
through future years,

Transforming dreams to 
living hope beyond our grief 
and tears.

Now Heaven’s presses joy-
fully proclaim her work com-
plete,

As angels sing and saints 
arise our Queen Mother to 
greet.

Though earth now mourns 
her gentle voice, her light 
will never pass,

For Rosetta lives forever-
more in truth, in love, and in 
the Black Press.

May Rosetta Miller-Per-
ry’s memory continue to 
inspire all who believe in 
truth, justice, freedom, and 
the enduring mission of the 
Black Press of America. 
May her legacy remain a 
guiding light for generations 
to come.

The Life of Rosetta Miller 
Perry, publisher of The Ten-
nessee Tribune was celebrat-
ed with friends, community 
leaders, public offi  cials, and 
family Saturday, July 11, 
2026, at Mount Zion Baptist 
Church in Nashville, TN. 

 Dr. Benjamin F.  Chavis, 
Jr.,  President & CEO of the 
National Newspaper Publish-
ers Association penned & re-
cited this poem at her home-
going service.  
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IN MEMORIAM: 
A Queen Mother’s 

Journey Home

By Rev. Dr.  Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr, 
President/CEO, The National News-
paper Publishers Association 

Family of Mississippi teen who died 
after July 4 trip call for transparency 

and deeper investigation  
 By Michael R. Sisak
Associated Press
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Never Tell a 
Black Girl How 
to Black Girl

Mayor John Horhn Joins 
10th Bloomberg Harvard 
City Leadership Initiative 
Class  
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A Historic Return: Dr. Denise Jones Gregory steps in to stabilize JSU                                                        

Christine Wonsley, mother of Nolan Xavier Wells, reacts as she speaks during a news conference at National 
Action Network headquarters, Friday, July 10, 2026, in New York.  AP PHOTO/YUKI IWAMURA

A Memorial Tribute to Rosetta Miller-Perry, 
July 7, 1934 – June 26, 2026

 Jackson State University President Denise Jones Gregory, Ph.D., congratulates a student during an honors 
program ceremony on campus. PHOTO COURTESY OF JSU

By  Desare Frazier
Mississippi Public Broadcasters



We Must Vote proudly engaged more than 
4,200 festival attendees through civic educa-
tion, voter engagement, and community out-
reach  at the 2026 ESSENCE Festival of Cul-
ture, July 3 – July 5, 2026 in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. 

Throughout the festival, attendees were 
invited to sign the Power Building Pledge, 
committing to year-round civic participation 
and strengthening their communities through 
informed engagement. 

The activation created opportunities for 
meaningful conversations about democracy, 
inclusion, voting rights, and the importance of 
staying engaged beyond Election Day.

“Our mission is to ensure that every com-
munity understands the power of their voice 
and their vote,” said Toni Johnson Wakefi eld, 
Founder and Executive Director of We Must 
Vote. 

“ESSENCE Festival provided an incredible 
opportunity to connect with thousands of peo-
ple who are ready to build stronger communi-
ties through intentional civic engagement.”

The organization’s presence reinforced its 
commitment to meeting people where they 
are and empowering Black communities with 
the tools, information, and resources needed 
to participate fully in the democratic process.

We Must Vote extends its gratitude to its 
volunteers, partners, and everyone who vis-
ited the activation and pledged to continue 
building civic power throughout the year.

For more information about We Must Vote 
and its programs, visit www.wemust.vote or 
follow @WeMustVote on social media.
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Women for Progress of MS, 
Inc., in partnership with the Two 
Mississippi Museums, will host 
the city’s annual Kwanzaa Cel-
ebration at the Two Museums,  
Friday, December 26, 2025, at 
5:30 p.m. 

The event is free and open to 
the public and will bring togeth-
er local communities to honor 
African American heritage and 
the principles.  

Jackson Mayor John Horhn 
will serve as the 2025 Kwan-

zaa Griot. Griots are guides for 
Kwanzaa, and their roles are root-
ed in respect for them as commu-
nity storytellers, historians, and 
cultural keepers who preserve 
and share heritage through spo-
ken word and music. 

“For more than four decades, 
Kwanzaa has been a cornerstone 
of our work,” said Willie Jones, 
President of Women for Progress 
of MS, Inc. “Partnering with the 
Two Mississippi Museums al-
lows us to celebrate culture in a 
space that honors our past and 

strengthens our future through 
community connection.” 

The program will also hon-
or Dr. Mark G. Henderson, 
founder of MADDRAMA, 
a nationally recognized cre-
ative troupe founded at Jackson 
State University and is known 
for its powerful use of artistic 
expression to educate, inspire, 
and engage audiences across the 
country. 

The evening will feature live 
cultural performances, food, and 
interactive activities for all ages.  

As the end-of-the-year holi-
days approach, Jackson-Med-
gar Wiley Evers International 
Airport (JAN) is preparing for 
what is expected to be a very 
busy two-week travel period. 
Peak travel is set to begin Fri-
day, December 19th, and con-
tinue through Sunday, January 
4th.  

“At JMAA, our great part-
ners at TSA and FAA, along 
with experienced JMAA staff, 
strive to make travelers com-
fortable knowing that their safe 
and effi cient travel is of para-
mount importance at JAN,” 
said Rosa Beckett, CEO at the 
Jackson Municipal Airport Au-
thority. “We endeavor each day 
to deliver exceptional travel 
experiences for all guests and 
will continue to ensure your 
journey through JAN is as 
seamless as possible. We wish 
all our Mississippi travelers 
and visitors a great holiday sea-
son and 2026.” 

To ensure a smooth travel 
experience during this busy 
holiday period, the Jackson 
Municipal Airport Authority 
(JMAA) encourages all pas-
sengers to arrive at least two 
(2) hours before their fl ight 
departures. This allows ample 
time for parking and security 

procedures and permits travel-
ers to grab a bite to eat, enjoy 
a beverage, or pick up any last-
minute travel essentials on both 
the East and West concourses. 
JAN boasts several nationally 
recognized concession loca-
tions, including Dunkin’ and 
Sam Adams.  

JAN’s world-class airlines, 
including American, Delta, 
Southwest, and United, still 
have some seats remaining for 
any last-minute travelers. So, 
don’t hesitate to contact them 
or your favorite travel planning 
professionals for trip options. 
To get the latest travel informa-
tion and updates, passengers 
can follow Jackson-Medgar 
Wiley Evers International Air-
port on social media channels 
@JacksonAirports or visit 
www.iFlyJackson.com. For 
inquiries regarding permitted 
holiday items and Transporta-
tion Security Administration 
checkpoint rules, please visit 
www.TSA.gov. 

Jackson-Medgar Wiley 
Evers International Airport of-
fers a wide range of convenient 
parking options to meet pas-
sengers’ needs, including: 

 • Garage parking: $19 per 
day (at the terminal) 

 • Surface lot: $17 per day (a 
short few minutes’ walk into 
the terminal) 

• Long-term lot: $13 per day 
(with free shuttle service) 

 • Complimentary 10-minute 
parking in any lot; hourly fees 
begin at 11 minutes  

For added convenience, JAN 
continues to provide free Cell 
Phone parking as visitors await 
arriving passengers. This loca-
tion is accessible by turning 
left on Cross Street, just before 
International Drive splits at the 
surface lot. The Parking De-
partment at JAN can be reached 
directly for real-time holiday 
availability and additional in-
formation at 601.360.8690. 

 Happy Holidays to all and 
thanks for fl ying JAN!  
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Kwanzaa celebration invites 
communities to an evening 

of culture and connection in 
the Capital City 

JMAA expects a busy end-of-
the-year holiday travel period 

for Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers 
International Airport (JAN)

Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi Link Newswire
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We Must Vote engages more than 4,200 people 
at the 2026 Essence Festival of Culture

The Mississippi Link Newswire



portunity to be able to serve as interim president really gave me the 
confidence and really it was more of an opportunity for exposure for 
me.

Frazier: Jackson State, as you know, has had four presidents in five 
years. One thing that the alumni, faculty, and staff, when this posi-
tion became available again, were really adamant about was getting 
someone who knew Jackson State because all the other presidents had 
come from other places. And you were born and bred, as you said, in 
that culture of Jackson State.

How do you think that makes students, faculty, and all of those who 
were cheerleading for this, that it happened?

Jones-Gregory: You know, it was so great to see the warm welcome 
from so many people, alums, friends, parents, students, in recogniz-
ing that Jackson State is a powerhouse. 

It’s a place that can pour into, as we say, challenge our minds in 
changing and giving opportunities for so many people. And so I think 
the stability of having someone that’s been a graduate of Jackson 
State, I’m excited to serve as the first alumna. 

Female president, alumna of Jackson State as well. And so having 
those connections, I think, brings back some level of security for our 
stakeholders.

I’m a very approachable person and know quite a few people be-
cause of the fact that I’ve grown up in the culture. And so, I think 
people having someone that they can actually talk to, and not that they 
couldn’t before now, but people that they may know personally on 
such a larger scale has really been resonating with our stakeholders, 
in particular students and parents, alums.

Frazier: All eyes are on you. That’s a big spotlight because of what 
has happened in the recent past. What have you been doing so far?

Jones-Gregory: It’s praying every day, right? Asking the Lord to 
give me guidance, to give me wisdom. Recognizing that everyone 
isn’t necessarily supportive of the decisions you make, but hopefully 
they understand and have the best interest in trusting me that I have 
more information. 

Sometimes when I make decisions, it’s because of more information 
that I may have.

Frazier: Have you been able to make any changes or do anything 
that you have set out to do in these early days?

Jones-Gregory:  Graduation, commencement exercises, and then 
the next thing, we rolled right into were budget requests in terms of 
our funding for the upcoming school year. Those are usually done in 
mid-May. So, one of the things that I recognize as important is how do 
we value our employees? 

So, all of our faculty will receive $2,000 increase and then, the way 

that I was able to do that for staff members, because I wasn’t able to 
do $2K, we did $1,000 for our employees. So, I’m excited about that, 
being able to share that, and you’re probably the first to hear that.

Frazier: I know you have an agenda. What is at the top? Maybe the 
first three things?

Jones-Gregory:  Yeah, you know, I’m very transparent about the 
news in terms of housing concerns at Jackson State. And so how do 
we... You’ve got a project underway, right?  

We do, and I’m excited to share that project. We have our MacAllis-
ter-Whiteside dormitory, we’re renovating that. We’re changing that to 
suite style. We’ve completely gutted the entire building, taking out all 
the walls, 335 beds. We’re bringing back to campus for the fall of ‘27.

We have our Palisade Apartments, which are apartments that are on 
the southwest side of campus. There are 10 apartment buildings that 
Jackson State owns that we had to move students out of in 2024. But 
we are rehabbing a few of them at a time, bringing beds back to that 
inventory.  And hopefully that will be done by this upcoming spring. 
So, increasing the bed count is crucial for us at Jackson State.

Part Two Title:
“Strengthening JSU: Safety, Support, and Strategic Partnerships 

Under President Gregory’s Vision”
In the second part of our conversation, President Denise Jones 

Gregory talks about the steps Jackson State University is taking to 
make the campus safer, stronger, and more supportive for students. 
She describes new safety improvements, updated technology, and ef-
forts to ensure students feel secure in their daytoday lives. 

She explains how the university is helping students resolve con-
flicts respectfully and offering resources that promote emotional well-
being. Gregory also highlights growing partnerships with businesses 
and community organizations that create opportunities for students to 

succeed academically and professionally. 
Her vision combines stability, innovation, and a strong commitment 

to the students and families who trust JSU with their futures.
Jones-Gregory: This past year we were number 15 in terms of HB-

CU’s and so we want to move on up and continue to do that and so you 
know in terms of how we do that is going to be crucial. 

Another thing that I want to do is ensure that all of our stakehold-
ers know what it is or what’s needed, that everyone understands the 
metrics that are needed, what it’s going to take for everyone, the uni-
versity and outside the university to help us do that.

Frazier:   Campus life, safety, on campus arguments that ended up 
with someone being shot, and so forth. You have your police depart-
ment on campus.  What are you looking at to make people feel more 
secure, parents feel more secure, children feel more secure?  

Jones-Gregory: Yes, thank you for that. As a mother with a daugh-
ter on a college campus, safety is priority for me. One of the things I 
first did when I was interim, was that I took a tour around campus at 
night with my public safety team, as well as with our facilities team, 
and just kind of drove around campus to look to see, you know, what 
does it look like?  

What does it feel like at nighttime to really be on our campus? How 
safe do I feel.

We did a lighting project across campus, about a half a million dol-
lars, where we changed out all of our lighting to make sure that every-
thing, what one-working, and then those places that may have been 
working, increasing the wattage in terms of the lighting capacity that 
we have on campus. 

We upgraded our camera systems and then those that aren’t then 
what were the next steps that we need to take to get those fixed.

So those were major steps that we took in terms of funding in recog-
nizing the importance of safety on our campus. Also, our emergency 
call boxes as well.  

See complete interview on www.themississippilink.com

www.themississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 3JULY 16 - 22, 2026

night into the morning of July 5. 
Crews from multiple local and state agencies 

began an extensive search Sunday of the island 
and surrounding waters. His body was recovered 
early Monday, family members confirmed.

An official autopsy was conducted Tuesday, 
though officials have said it could be weeks before 

results are released. Ledbetter said Wells’ friends 
were cooperating with the investigation.

“From the people we’ve talked to, it sounds like 
he chose to stay on the island with the assump-
tion that he was going to ride back to the mainland 
with someone else,” Ledbetter told The Associ-
ated Press earlier this week.

     Crump and Wells’ family said some of those 

details didn’t seem to add up either, saying from 
the videos they had seen Wells was one of, if not 
the only, Black person on the island where there 
were around 200 people celebrating the holiday. 

They said the girl the friends said Wells was 
speaking to gave a different story about him leav-
ing with those friends. They raised questions about 
why no one would have given him a ride home if 

he chose to stay.
     “If he’s drowning, nobody sees him drown? 

Nobody offers assistance? Nobody tries to help? 
I mean, obviously he stands out. I think he’s the 
only Black person I saw when I’m looking at the 
videos,” Crump said.

AP reporter Jake Offenhartz contributed to this 
report. 
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I’m on a mission to save you money
Entergy’s Superpower Mississippi plan is creating more and better power that helps save you money.

Our new, more efficient power plants will reduce fuel costs by 40%. Replacing older plants now helps us save
customers billions in projected infrastructure costs. Those savings are passed directly to customers and
will help keep future bills 16% lower through 2030.

Our rates are below the national average, and since Mississippi is our home, too, every Entergy employee is  
on a mission to keep costs low. Learn how Amazon and other large customers’ new contributions to the grid are  
lowering power costs for Mississippi customers and more at EntergyMississippi.com/SuperpowerMS.

More and better power at a lower cost – that’s Superpower Mississippi.

Superpower Mississippi will help lower customers’ future bills 16% through 2030

A message from Entergy Mississippi, LLC. | ©2026 Entergy Services, LLC. All rights reserved.

Jackson State University President Denise Jones Gregory, Ph.D., gath-
ers with science students. PHOTO COURTESY OF JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY

Jackson State University President Denise Jones Gregory, Ph.D., sits 
down with Desare Frazier to discuss her goals and strategic plans for 
her new leadership role. PHOTO BY KELLI SHARPE



Mayor John Horhn announced Mon-
day, July 13, 2026, being selected as one 
of the 46 mayors from 15 countries for 
the tenth class of the Bloomberg Har-
vard City Leadership Initiative. 

Through the nine-month professional 
management program, Mayor Horhn, 
alongside two City of Jackson offi  cials 
who will begin in August, will gain 
strategies to improve how local govern-
ment works and move residents’ chief 
priorities forward.

“I’m honored to be part of the Bloom-
berg Harvard City Leadership Initiative, 
and I’m eager to bring what I learn back 
home to improve city services for the 
residents of Jackson,” said Mayor John 
Horhn. 

“I plan to use this experience to sharp-
en our approach to problem-solving and 
deliver a more eff ective government for 
our city.”

The fl agship Bloomberg Harvard 
City Leadership Initiative is at the cen-
ter of more than 10 years of work led 
by Bloomberg Philanthropies through 
its Government Innovation program to 
strengthen mayoral leadership and local 
government across the globe. Today, it is 
where the world’s mayors come to learn 
and to lead. Mayor Horhn will join them.

Established with Harvard Kennedy 
School and Harvard Business School, 
and housed at the Bloomberg Center for 
Cities at Harvard, the Initiative will have 
now served 447 mayors, including eight 
in ten of America’s big-city mayors and 
nine of England’s mayoral strategic au-
thorities alongside over 3,000 municipal 
chiefs.

“Mayors sit at the fi rst and last mile 
of every major problem we face, and we 
built the Government Innovation pro-
gram to ensure they have the capacity 
required to lead,” said James Anderson, 
who leads the Government Innovation 
program at Bloomberg Philanthropies. 

“The Bloomberg Harvard City Lead-
ership Initiative is at its center, and in a 
moment that demands more from public 
leadership than ever, this class will have 
that world of support behind them. We 
look forward to these mayors putting it 
to work, and all that their city halls will 
do.”

Through the Initiative, Mayor Horhn 
will work alongside Harvard faculty, 
policy experts, veteran managers, and 
fellow mayors – periodically in class-
rooms, virtual sessions, and in the fi eld 
- beginning with a multi-day convening 

in New York City this week. 
Participants learn to organize teams 

around outcomes, ground decisions in 
evidence, and collaborate across de-
partments and sectors – applying les-
sons directly to the issues at home, from 
housing and aff ordability to economic 
growth, public safety, and emergency 
response.

Once the coursework ends, Jackson 
remains eligible for more: professional 
education for senior offi  cials in eco-
nomic development, human resources, 
procurement, and civic engagement; a 
Bloomberg Harvard City Hall Fellow, 
placed for up to two years on a priority 
the mayor sets; and research and instruc-
tional material developed across the pro-
gram’s fi rst decade.

“Leading a city is among the hardest 
jobs in public service anywhere as the 

demands on mayors – and the complex 
challenges they face - continue to grow,” 
said Jorrit de Jong, Director of the 
Bloomberg Center for Cities at Harvard 
University and Emma Bloomberg Se-
nior Lecturer in Public Policy and Man-
agement at Harvard Kennedy School. 

“Meeting those challenges requires 
city halls to continually strengthen how 
they work, and with Michael R. Bloom-
berg’s unwavering backing, we built the 
Bloomberg Harvard City Leadership 
Initiative to help them do just that – and 
every mayor teaches us in return. With 
a decade of that insight and research 
behind this tenth class, we expect their 
city halls to deliver at home and push the 
program’s work – and the fi eld itself – 
further still.”

The tenth class of mayors represents 
28 U.S. and 18 international cities, home 
to more than 22 million residents. 

Alumni of the Bloomberg Harvard 
City Leadership Initiative include Pete 
Buttigieg, former U.S. Secretary of 
Transportation and mayor of South 
Bend, IN; Keisha Lance Bottoms, for-
mer Director of the White House Of-
fi ce of Public Engagement and mayor of 
Atlanta, GA; Mayor Muriel Bowser of 
the District of Columbia; Andy Burn-
ham, Member of Parliament for Mak-
erfi eld and former Mayor of Greater 
Manchester, UK; Mayor Misty Buscher 
of Springfi eld, IL; Mayor William Cog-
swell of Charleston, SC; Uruguay Vice 
President Carolina Cosse and former 
mayor of Montevideo, Uruguay; Mayor 
Patrick Farrell of Huntington, WV; John 
Giles, former mayor of Mesa, AZ; Clau-
dia López, former mayor of Bogotá, 

Colombia; Mayor Tiff any O’Donnell of 
Cedar Rapids, IA; Mayor Brandon Scott 
of Baltimore, MD; and Mayor Paul Ten-
Haken of Sioux Falls, SD.

The fl agship Initiative has also in-
formed parallel eff orts worldwide. The 
most recent is the Bloomberg LSE Eu-
ropean City Leadership Initiative, whose 
inaugural class included 30 mayors and 
60 senior offi  cials from 17 countries.

Through these leadership programs, 
Jackson enters Bloomberg Philanthro-
pies’ broader Government Innovation 
portfolio and global community of prac-
tice, tens of thousands of mayors and 
municipal offi  cials strong, who draw 
on each other’s work to better the lives 
of the hundreds of millions of residents 
they collectively serve.

About Bloomberg Philanthropies:
Bloomberg Philanthropies invests 

in 700 cities and 150 countries around 
the world to ensure better, longer lives 
for the greatest number of people. The 
organization focuses on creating lasting 
change in fi ve key areas: the Arts, Edu-
cation, Environment, Government Inno-
vation, and Public Health. 

Bloomberg Philanthropies encom-
passes all of Michael R. Bloomberg’s 
giving, including his foundation, corpo-
rate, and personal philanthropy as well 
as Bloomberg Associates, a philanthrop-
ic consultancy that advises cities around 
the world. 

In 2025, Bloomberg Philanthropies 
distributed $4.3 billion. For more infor-
mation, please visit bloomberg.org, sign 
up for our newsletter, or follow us on In-
stagram, LinkedIn, YouTube, Threads, 
Facebook, and X.
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Mayor John Horhn Joins 10th Bloomberg 
Harvard City Leadership Initiative Class  

6 mayors from 15 countries, who together lead over 22 million people, selected for program built on a 
decade of improving how municipalities serve. Other Jackson offi  cials begin participation in August. 

Horhn

24/7 OB EMERGENCY CARE  

stdom.com/miracles

When facing a pregnancy or postpartum emergency, the choice 
comes down to who you trust. 
For expectant and new mothers, moments of worry deserve more than a waiting 
room. They deserve people who understand exactly what you’re going through. 

At FMOL Health | St. Dominic Hospital, our OB Emergency Department cares for 
pregnant women 20 weeks and beyond and postpartum moms up to six weeks 
after delivery, around the clock, every day of the year. You’re seen by board-
certified OB/GYN doctors who focus on you and your baby. 

Specialized care. Faster than a general ER.
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Mayor Dan Gibson presented 
a proclamation Monday offi  cial-
ly recognizing July 13 as July-
teenth, the day freedom for en-
slaved people came to Natchez 
with the arrival of the Union 
Army on July 13, 1863.

“This is a very special day,” 
Gibson said during a ceremony 
on the front steps of City Hall. 
“Many of our citizens may not 
understand the signifi cance of 
July 13, (but) the day is sacred 
in the history of our city.”

The term Julyteenth was 
coined by Ser Seshsh Ab Heter-
C. M. Boxley, local historian, 
cultural preservationist, and co-
ordinator of Friends of the Forks 
of the Roads Society.

Nationally, Juneteenth is cele-
brated as a day of independence 
and federal holiday observed 
annually on June 19. It com-
memorates June 19, 1865, when 
Union troops arrived in Galves-
ton, Texas, to enforce the Eman-
cipation Proclamation, bringing 
news of freedom to enslaved 
African Americans there.

In Natchez, freedom came 
sooner. It came when Union 
forces arrived on July 13, 1863, 
nine days after the fall of Vicks-
burg.

“It was on this day that the 
Union Army offl  oaded at Nat-
chez Under the Hill, and the 
U.S. 11th Illinois Regiment In-
fantry marched up Silver Street 
and began the occupation of 
Natchez,” Boxley said in a 2024 
interview. 

“July 13 is when the Union 

Army seized control of Natchez 
and prompted thousands of en-
slaved people to begin fl eeing 
plantations and travel to Nat-
chez, where they found freedom 
behind the Union lines.”

While reading the proclama-
tion, Gibson described July-
teenth as one of the most impor-
tant days in Natchez’s history. 

The proclamation states that 
Union troops “arrived to enforce 
the Emancipation Proclamation, 
bringing freedom to thousands 
of enslaved men, women, and 

children whose descendants re-
main an important part of the 
fabric of our community today 
– nearly two years before the 
events commemorated by June-
teenth in Galveston, Texas.”

The proclamation furthers ac-
knowledges that slavery was a 
profound moral evil that denied 
the God-given dignity of hu-
man life. It notes that Natchez 
played a prominent role in the 
slave-based economy and was 
home to the Forks of the Road, 
the second largest slave market 

in the Deep South.
Because of the Union Army 

occupation, Natchez eventually 
became a place of refuge and 
beacon of hope, Gibson said, not-
ing that many formerly enslaved 
people claimed liberty and began 
new lives as free citizens.

The proclamation also rec-
ognizes that during this period, 
Forks of the Road “was trans-
formed into a place of purpose 
as newly freed men answered 
the call to serve in the United 
States Colored Troops, demon-

strating extraordinary courage 
in the pursuit of liberty, justice, 
and the preservation of our na-
tion.”

While still reading from the 
proclamation, Gibson said Ju-
lyteenth is about honoring the 
“resilience, determination, and 
enduring spirit of those who en-
dured unimaginable hardship.”

He said the city recognizes 
with gratitude that the labor of 
enslaved people helped build 
Natchez and the state of Missis-
sippi, as well as the nation. He 

said it is also important that this 
history be known and remem-
bered by future generations.

Gibson called on residents not 
only to remember the sins of 
the past but also to celebrate the 
progress that has been made.

“May ‘Julyteenth Day’ for-
ever be a day where freedom 
and equality are embraced, and 
where love heals the divisions 
of yesterday, allowing us to em-
brace the opportunities of today 
and tomorrow,” Gibson said.

Monday’s proclamation fol-
lowed a weekend of Julyteenth 
commemorative, including a re-
enactment by Jamal McCullan 
of Hiram Rhodes Revels’ speech 
Friday evening at Zion Chapel 
A.M.E. Church; a workshop on 
history, race, and racial reconcil-
iation led by the Rev. Dr. Doro-
thy Sanders Wells on Saturday at 
Trinity Episcopal Church; and a 
wreath-laying ceremony Sunday 
at Forks of the Road. 

The weekend concluded with 
historian Jeff  Mansell of Nat-
chez National Historical Park 
presenting “When Freedom 
Came to Natchez” at Freedom 
Hall, the former home of a 
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses.

In addition to the City of Nat-
chez, the events were organized 
by Kathleen Bond, superinten-
dent of the Natchez National 
Historical Park; Joseph A.C. 
Smith, founder of BlackNat-
chez.org and owner of 1720 Gal-
lery & Gift Shop; and Malcolm 
Innis, New Vision Broadcast-
ing.

Mayor Gibson proclaims Julyteenth 
as Natchez’s Day of Freedom 

Mayor Gibson issued  on the front steps of City Hall recognizing Julyteenth — the day freedom came to Natchez . Pictured (front row, left to right): Thelma 
Newsom, Alderwoman Valencia Hall, Mayor Dan Gibson, Chesney Doyle, and Vel Robinson. Second row (left to right): historian Jeff Mansell, Norma West, 
and the Rev. Clifton Marvel Sr. Back row (left to right): Joseph A.C. Smith and Roscoe Barnes III.
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Sunita Sohrabji, Health Editor 
at ACoM media, opened the July 
10, news report that focused on 
the “Measles Outbreaks Expand-
ing Amid Falling Vaccination 
Rates.” 

The media platform opened 
with the statement, “Following 
the complete eradication of mea-
sles in the year 2000, the danger-
ous – and sometimes deadly – 
infection is surging again, amid 
declining vaccination rates. 

The alarm has been sounded as 
she stated, “The CDC – Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion – thought that Measles had 
been completely eradicated in the 
year 2000.” 

The critical eye-opening 
ZOOM meeting with media 
representatives from across the 
U.S.A., was to draw attention to 
and to understand the serious-
ness of recent Measles outbreaks 
throughout parts of the United 
States. 

Now the disease is roaring 
back after 26 years. The ACoM 
report showed that 4,459 cases 
of Measles have been reported 
by the CDC, most notable in the 
states of Texas, North Carolina, 
Minnesota and Utah. Adults over 
the ages of 20 are reporting Mea-
sles outbreaks.

The Report reveals: Utah 
has faced a year-long outbreak, 
where fewer than 84% of the chil-
dren there have received doses 
of the Measles-Mumps-Rubella 
(MMR) vaccine. In the Somali 
community in Minnesota, which 
had a measles outbreak in 2024, 
only 1 in 4 children had received 
their 1st MMR shot by age 2. 

The CDC reported 2,170 cases 
this year, as of July 2, represent-
ing the highest number of re-
ported cases in 35 years. ACoM’s 
leader in the discussion was Patsy 
Stinchfi eld, pediatric nurse prac-
titioner and Executive Director of 

the Measles Collaborative. 
In the one-hour discussion, 

Stinchfi eld noted that in Utah, 
which has faced a year-long mea-
sles outbreak, fewer than 84% of 
children have received both doses 
of the MMR (Measles) vaccine, 
which protects against measles, 
mumps, and rubella. 

She added that Measles did 
not come back because it is some 
stronger strain; it resurfaced be-
cause of the drop in persons get-
ting their children vaccinated. 
Measles is one of the most conta-
gious pathogens identifi ed, stated 
Stinchfi eld.

She distinguished between 
“elimination” and “eradication,” 
as they are not mean the same 
thing. Measles have been “elimi-
nated” in pockets of areas but not 
“eradicated,” which means that it 
is not gone from everywhere.

The news session also revealed 
that “adults are increasingly vul-
nerable to getting measles, and 
the CDC has identifi ed 625 peo-
ple over the age of 20 who have 
had measles this year. Last year, 
11% of those infected with mea-
sles had to be hospitalized.

A good part of the discussion 
focused on “vaccine hesitancy 
and misinformation” surround-
ing the disease. Yet the time to 
remain vigilant remains high, 
noting that “the only disease to be 
totally eradicated is Smallpox,” 
Stinchfi eld shared.

To protect the population, the 
vaccine rates have to stay high 

– over 95%. “One case of Mea-
sles can infect up to 18 people,” 
Stinchfi eld said. 

“It is a miserable disease,” 
Stinchfi eld explained. Measles 
enters through the nose and 
throat, getting into the lymph 
system and then into the blood-
stream – and then to the lungs 
causing pneumonia or into the 
gut causing diarrhea. It can even 
get into the brain and nervous 
system – leading to a loss of vi-
sion. 

The impact to the immune sys-
tem leaves the population suscep-
tible to other diseases. One case 
described was a Somali child who 
visited Somalia and then returned 
to the United States infected with 
Measles. The child was not vac-
cinated before travel. The infec-
tion led to the child being put on a 
ventilator. The lungs of this child 
will not fully recover.

She noted that more hesitation 
in the Somali community was 
spread with the “myth” that the 
vaccine will cause autism, and 
some of the parents were con-
fused on the “triple shot” – MMR 
– as the culprit causing autism.

Her mission was to go into the 
Somali communities and talk 
to the general population and to 
leaders like Imams in mosques. 
The opportunity to meet special 
populations like this was to edu-
cate that the thing to do is “vac-
cinate.”

Dr. Andrew Pavia, Professor 
and Chief, Division of Pediatric 

Infectious Diseases at University 
of Utah, also added to the con-
versation focusing on the state of 
Utah, where a religious sect that 
resisted any vaccinations. 

The work in Utah was to track 
the disease and convince people 
in the communities to come in 
and get vaccinated. Pavia also 
said adding to the problem is 
“under counting,” where not ev-
eryone is coming in for testing 
of what their ailment is – out of 
economic constraints or distrust 
in government.

Pavia focused on pregnant 
women, who get the Measles and 
can pass it on to the fetus/infant, 
or at the moment of birth where 
the infected mom will be breath-
ing hard in labor and fi lling the 
room with the disease. The vac-
cine cannot be given while preg-
nant, so there has to be timely 
planning here. 

Dr. Benjamin Neuman, Profes-
sor of Biology, Texas A&M Uni-
versity, explained the diff erent 
strains of the disease circulating 
in the U.S.A. right now. He spoke 
on “immunity memory” which 
can be erased from cells, allow-
ing for new cases in the same 
person. 

There is also the issue of 
becoming “immune-compro-
mised,” which means the vaccine 
used can hide old virus infections 
and the body cannot create an im-
mune response from the vaccine.

The vaccine strains can mu-
tate, Dr. Neuman explained. So 

the vaccine will work well un-
less confronted with the “wild 
virus” – a mutation of sorts. He 
explained that the virus will 
continue in the body for up to a 
month and during that time, cre-
ate damage to cells.

In the report of what is being 
developed to confront these new 
strains, Dr. Neuman explained 
that “Science is slow.” Vaccines 
have to be tested before released 
for use.

Dr. Jose Romero, Professor of 
Pediatrics in the Department of 
Pediatrics at the University of Ar-
kansas for Medical Sciences, dis-
cussed the “confl ict of interest in 
giving infl uential advice on CDC 
protocols.”

He explained that the Advi-
sory Committee on Immuniza-
tion Practices (ACIP) is the CDC 
Committee that establishes the 
proper use of vaccines – the regu-
larity of the vaccine and the time 
spacing. For example, the U.S. 
uses two-dose vaccines, where 
some countries give only one 
dose of the vaccine.

While the Minnesota Public 
Health Department saw the So-
mali drop in vaccinations, ac-
cording to Stinchfi eld, the culprit 
is “the fear in the community re-
garding the idea of their children 
becoming autistic.” The best help 
came from mom-to-mom rela-
tionships.

Pavia noted that the relation-
ship between the health depart-
ments and the public is an issue 

everywhere that requires large 
resources to confront. He noted 
that in some communities there 
are not good records kept; fami-
lies lose papers.

Stinchfi eld noted that those 
records are important when any-
one is traveling. She also noted 
that the “third avenue to follow 
is to not repeat the myth – ‘vac-
cine causes Autism’ – but rather 
talk about no greater incidents 
of Autism in Somali children.

As one media rep in the zoom 
expressed, “The current admin-
istration is hostile toward Vacci-
nation and hostile to the Somali 
community. So how much of the 
government’s stance explains this 
increase in Measles outbreaks?

Another zoom participant 
questioned: Should seniors get 
another vaccine? Pavia replied, 
“No, unless you are around vul-
nerable populations or traveling.” 

The last question from the me-
dia group: Does Measles leave a 
lingering virus like Chickenpox 
that results in Shingles later in 
life? Stinchfi eld noted that there 
is the “SSPE (Subacute Scleros-
ing Panencephalitis), which is a 
fatal neurological condition that 
comes from Measles infecting 
the brain, at a ratio of 1:600. It 
is rare but preventable with the 
2-dose vaccine.”

The path forward: “Build trust; 
work against the misinforma-
tion.”

NATIONAL

ACoM Report: Measles Outbreaks Expand 
Amid Falling Vaccination Rates
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A day after a 10-year-old boy 
was arrested for allegedly shoot-
ing and killing an infant girl in 
the city’s Baden neighborhood, 
juvenile authorities fi led a peti-
tion alleging fi rst-degree mur-
der.

The case raises questions 
about how Missouri’s legal sys-
tem handles very young chil-
dren accused of its most serious 
crimes. It also comes as Mis-
souri’s juvenile justice system 
continues to confront longstand-
ing racial disparities aff ecting 
Black children. 

According to the Missouri 
Department of Public Safety’s 
2023 Racial and Ethnic Dispari-
ties Action Plan, Black youth 
are referred to juvenile offi  ces 
at a rate 2.32 times higher than 
White youth, are less likely to 
have their cases diverted from 
the formal court process and are 
certifi ed to stand trial as adults 
at signifi cantly higher rates. Re-
ducing those disparities is one of 
the system’s stated priorities.

Dr. Kenya Brumfi eld-Young, 
a criminal justice associate pro-
fessor at Saint Louis University, 
noted how quickly the 10-year-
old was charged before a thor-
ough psychological examination 
was conducted.

“In Missouri, fi rst-degree 
murder requires that a person 
knowingly caused the death 
of another person after delib-
eration,” Brumfi eld-Young 
explained, adding, “with a 
10-year-old, the question of in-
tent is much deeper.

“A child may understand that 
something is ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ 
in a basic way and may even 
understand that death means 
someone is not coming back,” 
she continued. 

“But that is not the same as 
understanding the totality of the 
circumstances, the long-term 
consequences of the act, or the 
meaning of being processed 
through court on a homicide al-
legation.”

According to court docu-
ments, the 10-year-old shot 
7-month-old Kiyomi Parker in 
the head June 26 inside a home 
in the 8400 block of North 
Broadway. She later died at a 
hospital. A 7-year-old also was 
inside the home.

The infant’s father, Ca’Marion 
Pawnell, 19, of East St. Louis, 
is charged with second-degree 
felony murder, fi rst-degree child 
endangerment resulting in death 
and two additional child endan-
germent counts.

According to the probable 
cause statement, the handgun 
had been stored beneath a mat-
tress. The 10-year-old told in-
vestigators he knew where it 
was and had handled it before 
the shooting. Pawnell admitted 
the gun belonged to him and that 
he stored it beneath the mattress.

Under Missouri law, chil-
dren generally must be at least 
12 before a judge can consider 
transferring them to adult court 
on serious felony charges. Be-
cause the boy in this case is 10, 
he would likely face the fi rst-
degree murder allegation in ju-
venile court.

That approach refl ects Mis-
souri’s juvenile justice philoso-
phy. The St. Louis Family Court 
says its system emphasizes ac-
countability alongside rehabili-
tation, family engagement and 
repairing harm rather than pun-
ishment alone. 

Court offi  cials also acknowl-
edge racial and ethnic dispari-

ties as an ongoing challenge and 
say reducing those disparities 
remains a priority.

In April, lawmakers passed 
and Gov. Mike Kehoe signed 
Senate Bill 888, a wide-ranging 
criminal justice measure that 
critics say makes it easier to try 
some juveniles as adults.

The new law allows prosecu-
tors to seek hearings to transfer 
older juveniles to adult court, an 
option critics say gives prosecu-
tors greater infl uence over those 
decisions.

House Democrats say that 
because prosecutors are elected 
offi  cials, the law could politicize 
criminal cases and lead to more 
minors being tried as adults.

“Sometimes prosecutors, they 
get power hungry,” said Rep. 
David Tyson-Smith, D-Colum-
bia. “They get in offi  ce and they 
want convictions,” Tyson-Smith 
said, adding that prosecutors are 
supposed to “seek justice, not 
convictions” of minors.

Rep. Michael Johnson, a Kan-
sas City Democrat and chair of 
the Missouri Legislative Black 
Caucus, denounced the legisla-
tion.

“Public safety and account-
ability must always be priorities, 
but we cannot ignore the long-
term consequences of policies 
that criminalize our youth in-
stead of investing in their poten-
tial,” Johnson wrote.

In defense of the bill, Rep. 
Brad Christ, R-St. Louis Coun-
ty, described some juveniles as 
“very hardened criminals” who 
have taken advantage of what 
he called the state’s “catch-and-

release process” for minors.
Brumfi eld-Young unequivo-

cally does not support charging 
juveniles as adults.

“That does not mean there 
should be no accountability, and 
it does not minimize the serious-
ness of the harm,” she said. “It 
means that accountability for 
children and adolescents should 
happen in a system designed 
around the cognitive, emotion-
al and social development of 
young people.

“This is especially important 
when we are talking about a 
10-year-old. A child that young 
is still very early in the devel-
opmental process, including the 
development of the capacities 
we expect adults to use when 
making serious decisions.”

Skyla Pawnell, who identifi ed 
herself as Ca’Marion Pawnell’s 
cousin on Facebook, has started 
a Change.org petition asking 
“the legal system to exercise 
compassion and justice” for her 
cousin. 

The petition acknowledges 
that “leaving a loaded fi rearm 
accessible was certainly a mis-
take,” but argues the legal sys-
tem has placed “the full weight” 
of the tragedy on Pawnell while 
overlooking what it describes as 
the “complex circumstances” 
surrounding the shooting.

Brumfi eld-Young argues that 
“juveniles are not monoliths” 
and although a 10-year-old child 
and a 17-year-old adolescent 
“are developmentally diff erent,” 
neither should be treated “as 
though they are adults.”

“For example, California’s 

youth off ender parole frame-
work applies to many people 
who were under 26 when they 
committed their off ense, and 
Vermont’s youthful off ender law 
reaches some young people who 
are under 22,” Brumfi eld-Young 
said. 

“Those laws do not erase ac-
countability. They refl ect the re-
ality that there is a developmen-
tal diff erence between a teenager 
or an emerging adult and a fully 
mature adult.”

She also believes the criminal 
justice system isn’t equipped to 
punish older teens as adults.

This type of prosecution, she 
believes, exposes young people 
to systems and consequences 
that “often make rehabilitation 
harder” and can lead to educa-
tional disruption, reduced access 
to age-appropriate treatment and 
lifelong collateral consequences.

“I really believe that we can 
hold children and adolescents 
accountable without treating 
them as adults,” Brumfi eld-
Young said.

“In a case this tragic, we can 
grieve the death of the infant, 
support the family, take seri-
ously the child’s behavior and 
mental health needs, and still 
recognize that a 10-year-old is 
not legally, developmentally or 
neurologically the same as an 
adult.”

Sylvester Brown Jr. is the 
Deaconess Foundation Commu-
nity Advocacy Fellow.  The post 
Justice and childhood  appeared 
fi rst on St. Louis American. 

Based on reporting by St. 
Louis American. 

Justice and Childhood 
By Sylvester Brown, Jr.
The St. Louis American

Sunita Sohrabji, Health Editor at ACoM Patsy Stinchfi eld Dr. Andrew Pavia Dr. Jose Romero Dr. Benjamin Numan

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa 
Contributing Writer



There is an old 
man in the move-
ment who still 
brims with the 
courage and love 
forged on a Chica-
go beach.

His eyes do not work well any-
more. It seems to bother him less 
than you would think. Norman 
Hill has always seen more with his 
head and his heart than most of us 
ever see with our eyes.

I met Norman in the summer 
of 1993, at the convention of the 
A. Philip Randolph Institute. He 
was its president. He and the labor 
leaders Bill Lucy, Richard Wom-
ack and Clayola Brown gathered 
two dozen young Black organizers 
who shared their vision. Lucy had 
helped lead the sanitation workers’ 
strike in Memphis the week King 
was killed.

Stacey Abrams was one of us. 
Derrick Johnson was one. Jena 
Roscoe was one. I was one.

They passed down what A. Phil-
ip Randolph and Bayard Rustin 
had taught them. Civil rights and 
workers’ rights are one fi ght. Rac-
ism splits working people apart. 
Economic injustice profi ts from 
that division. Our answer has to 
take on both.

Norman learned that from those 
two men. He also learned it on a 
Chicago beach.

In 1960, Rainbow Beach was 
public by law and White by cus-
tom. Velma Murphy was 21 years 
old and president of the South Side 
NAACP Youth Council. She de-
cided to test it. If students in the 
South could sit down at a lunch 
counter, young people in Chicago 
could wade into Lake Michigan.

Norman helped her build a 
group, Black and White together. 
Some wanted an all-Black action. 
Norman and Velma said no. Black 
leadership and Black and White 
people standing side by side were 
not rival ideas. Together they were 
the plan.

In late August 1960, they walked 
onto Rainbow Beach. They spread 
blankets. They read books. They 
played checkers. They walked into 
the water.

A White mob gathered. Rocks 
and bricks fl ew. A brick hit Velma 
in the head and knocked her out 
cold. Norman picked her up and 
carried her off  that beach. It took 

17 stitches to close the wound.
They went back anyway. Again 

and again, through the next sum-
mer, they claimed their beach. The 
papers carried Velma’s story, and 
the crowds that came to stand with 
them grew. The city was forced to 
protect them. Rainbow Beach be-
came a beach for everybody.

That victory was a blueprint. 
Black-led. Black and White to-
gether. Built on working people 
standing as one. Brave enough to 
take a beating. Disciplined enough 
to come back.

The lesson did not stay on the 
beach.

Soon after that summer, Stacey, 
Derrick, Jena and I went to Mis-
sissippi. Governor Kirk Fordice 
wanted to be rid of the state’s three 
Black public universities. He had 
already threatened to call out the 
National Guard rather than spend 
another dollar on them. 

Now he wanted to shut down 
Mississippi Valley State and put a 
prison on the campus.

He wanted Alcorn State gone. 
He wanted Jackson State made 
over into something else.

Alcorn is where Medgar Evers 
met Myrlie Beasley. They mar-
ried on Christmas Eve. They 
worked side by side in the Missis-
sippi NAACP offi  ce until the night 
Medgar was shot dead in his own 
driveway.

Saving Alcorn meant saving the 
ground where that love began.

We organized. We pulled in 
White Mississippians who under-
stood that a state that shuts down 
its Black colleges will not stop 
there. Norman’s theory, tested 
again, 700 miles from the lake.

The plan died. All three schools 
are open today.

Derrick stayed in Mississippi 
and went deeper into the place 
where labor, civil rights and poli-
tics meet. Today he is president 
and CEO of the NAACP. One of 
his early mentors down there was 
Charlie Horhn. Charlie brought 
Black and White workers at a 
Jackson factory into one union. He 
started the state’s fi rst Randolph 
Institute chapter. In 1993 he ran the 
campaign that sent Bennie Thomp-
son to Congress.

Charlie is 91 now. His son John 
is the mayor of Jackson.

Clayola Brown is the president 
of the A. Philip Randolph Institute 
now. She sits in Norman’s chair. 
She was there in that room too, 

already carrying the same lesson 
forward.

The women and men Norman 
trained across the decades will 
gather in Chicago at the end of this 
week. Legions from labor. Leaders 
in civil rights and politics as well. 
Our titles have changed. The bond 
has not.

The late Rev. Jesse Jackson built 
the Rainbow Coalition into a na-
tional force. In Chicago’s moral 
history, there is no Rainbow Coali-
tion without Rainbow Beach.

And then there is the love story.
Velma Murphy became Velma 

Hill. They married the year after 
the brick. More than six decades of 
love, labor and civil rights.

But the marriage was never the 
point. It was the workshop.

Two dozen of us sat in that room 
in 1993 because Norman and Vel-
ma had spent thirty years building 
something strong enough to hold 
us. That is what a movement mar-
riage does. Medgar and Myrlie did 
it in Mississippi. Myrlie carried 
the work for decades after they 
killed him, and went on to lead the 
NAACP herself. The love did not 
end in that driveway. It went out 
into the world and made leaders.

It is what Derrick and Letitia do 
now, pouring into the organizers 
coming up behind them the way 
Norman poured into us.

I once asked Norman how he 
and Velma lasted so long.

“Find a woman who is as much 
of a warrior as you are,” he told me, 
“and marry her.”

What he built with her raised us. 
Stacey. Derrick. Jena. Me. Legions 
more across the decades. We came 
to them as students and they sent 
us out as leaders, and every one 
of us is proud to count ourselves 
among Norman and Velma’s chil-
dren in the movement.

The rainbow did not stop at the 
water’s edge. It ran through Ran-
dolph and Rustin. It ran through 
Medgar and Myrlie. It ran through 
Norman and Velma. It reached two 
dozen students in 1993. It runs 
through Derrick and Letitia. And it 
runs all through the NAACP fam-
ily.

Norman’s eyesight has dimmed. 
His vision has not. At Rainbow 
Beach, and in every life it still 
touches, the rainbow never ends.

 Ben Jealous is a professor of 
practice at the University of Penn-
sylvania and former national pres-
ident and CEO of the NAACP. 

All of us have 
had occasions in 
life when we made 
the wrong choice. 
After all, life is 
about the choices 
that we make. 

Each day from our rising to our 
resting we make decisions. It’s 
inevitable.

Being a part of our society 
requires that we engage in deci-
sion-making. As a child matur-
ing, I had to make choices each 
day. Mind you, the choices that 
I made really didn’t move the 
needle that much. As children, 
we made child-like decisions.

Over time our decisions did 

matter much more. Decisions 
about college, where to live and 
of course our life’s work. Rela-
tionships and friendships too 
had a bearing on what our fu-
tures would be.

When you are young, you 
have your parents to guide you 
and to assist you if you make a 
wrong turn. The key though is 
to listen to them and not have a 
hard head. You know what that 
makes.

Sometimes as adults, we lis-
ten to other adults in helping us 
to make personal choices. Now 
that approach can be both good 
and bad. Wouldn’t you agree?

If a person is easily swayed, 
then they’ll probably decide 
based upon what someone else 
is saying. You let others make 

the decision for you.
One of the greatest privileg-

es that we have in the United 
States of America is the right 
to vote. It is individual free-
dom that we should not take 
for granted. Globally, there are 
countries that wish they had 
what we have.

Humbly, I say that I have nev-
er group voted. I have always 
read about the issues and the 
qualifi cations of the candidates 
when voting for people. The 
process of review has always 
worked out well for me. Have 
the candidates and issues that I 
voted for always won? No, they 
have not.

I voted for a presidential can-
didate in 2024 and they did not 
win. The candidate I voted for 

had a platform for the people 
and had leadership experience 
throughout her career. Her last 
experience was that of serving 
as the vice president of the Unit-
ed States of America.

I voted for Kamala Harris. To 
this day, I do not regret voting 
for her. She was the best choice, 
an opinion shared by many 
people. There simply weren’t 
enough people who thought that 
way. Now, we have what we 
have.

Since that November night, we 
have lost standing in the world. 
We are seen as bullies and tak-
ers. We are no longer thought of 
as a participant in the global up-
lift of the world. The perception 
and reality are that we force our 
way into getting what we want.

Look at us now. Are these the 
results that you expected? As we 
celebrated our 250th birthday, 
did you think we would be in 
this morass of mayhem and mis-
ery? If you are honest with your-
self, the answer is no. Did you 
buy as much food to celebrate as 
you did last year? Just be clear 
and say no.

Were you missing people at 
your table or at your backyard 
barbeque? There are thousands 
of people documented and in 
various stages of documentation 
that are now in jails. 

Some you will never hear 
about again in life. They have 
become persona non grata (an 
unwelcome person). They were 
simply taken by force and in 
horrifi c fashion from their fami-

lies.
What is so sad about this 

scenario is that some of their 
relatives voted against Kamala 
Harris. They were sold a bill of 
goods with no receipt and now, 
no refund. You are stuck.

That’s what happens when 
you stop listening to verifi ed 
facts. Now you sit discouraged 
and disillusioned. Do you re-
member the timeless expres-
sion, “fool me once shame on 
you, fool me twice shame on 
me”. Weren’t you fooled the fi rst 
time? I guess not.

Poll numbers are not good. 
It doesn’t matter what poll you 
review. The numbers don’t lie. 
This is our present-day circum-
stance.. How do you feel about 
your vote now? Tell the truth.

How do you feel now about 
how you voted in 2024?

The place where the 
rainbow never ends 

A brick, a beach, and a lesson that never stopped moving 

OPINION

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

As you know I am an advo-
cate for marriage. I am an ad-
vocate for marriage for the fol-
lowing reasons: God ordained 
the institution of marriage, 
God hates divorce according 
to Malachi 2:16:

Marriage can create generations, marriage 
increases one’s chances of not falling into pov-
erty and it can increase your lifespan versus 
being single, and marriage can be a beautiful 
addition to one’s life in knowing that you have 
someone to spend the rest of your life with 
until death do you part. However, I want to 
clarify that I am not an advocate for unhealthy 
marriages. 

Many were taught decades ago when you 
get married – you stay married. It did not 
matter if your spouse was abusive or did not 
provide for the family, gambler, alcoholic, ne-
glectful, an absent/part-time parent, unfaith-
ful, etc. you could not return home because it 
was understood that you had to deal with life 
in your own homes. 

And lawdy, if children were involved – you 
had to stay for the sake of the children because 
they needed both parents. People then stayed 
married for 30 plus years based on this idea 
– 40 to 60-year marriages were very common 
but I do wonder at what cost. Should you stay 
in a unhealthy marriage? 

ealthy marriages?
• Lack a sincere and dedicated relationship 

with god 
• Lack a godly induced lifestyle 
• Little to no prayer solo and/or life together 

– as mc hammer said, “you got to pray to make 
it today!”

• Unresolved trauma from childhood, pre-
vious relationship(s) – have not indulged in 
counseling, self-healing

• Little to no communication 
• Failing to address hurts and off enses im-

mediately 
• Unresolved confl icts 
• Financial issues – number one cause of di-

vorce in america
• Infi delity – emotional and physical aff airs 
• Abuse
• Addictions 
• Enabling versus holding each other ac-

countable 
• Spouses failing to take full responsibility 

for their hurts, off enses, etc.
• Lack of empathy and patience 
• Lack of trust – if you broke trust and 

you’re still together – don’t break something 
like your spouse’s heart that you are not will-
ing to fi x 

• Spouse neglect/abandonment – are you a 
part-time spouse or full-time spouse?

• Contempt – top trigger for divorce  
• Stonewalling 
• Gaslighting 
• Failing to address the m&m’s: misunder-

standing, miscommunication, misinterpreta-
tion

• Non-stop complaints – only points out the 
negative 

• Don’t feel respected/appreciated 
• Nagging wife – continual rain dropping 

what if it rained all day and every day, but 
husbands don’t help give her reasons to nag 
you either 

• Controlling spouse
• Husbands choose not to live with their 

wives in an understanding way
• Not compatible – both have diff erent as-

pirations about life, fi nances, family, children, 
marriage, etc. 

• Impacting your physical/mental health 
What are the signs that you are in an un-

healthy marriage?
• Its’ simple, you’re consistently unhappy 
• You have completely checked out of your 

marriage
• Marriage is about convenience – stay for 

the children, the business, the church, the bag, 
the status and titles, etc. 

• Little to no communication
• Unforgiveness 
• Argue more frequently
• Silence 
• Avoid each other
• Sleep in separate spaces
• Dating disappeared 
• Plan without considering your spouse 
• Fantasize life solo or with someone else 
• Stop caring
• Don’t like your spouse
• Contemplate emotional and physical af-

fairs  
• Diminished intimacy 
• The thrill is gone – love has dissipated – in 

fact, the love died a long time ago if you truly 
ever had it

• Planning to or have already fi led for a di-
vorce 

What Are the Impacts of Staying in an Un-
healthy Marriage?

Believe it or not staying in an unhealthy 
marriage can be detrimental to one’s physical/
mental health and one’s overall wellbeing. 

Can an Unhealthy Marriage be Saved?
Yes, I do believe that an unhealthy marriage 

can be saved if BOTH people are willing to 
fi ght for the marriage every day. 

Should You Stay in an Unhealthy Marriage?
In conclusion, life is too short, so NO you 

should not stay in an unhealthy marriage un-
der any circumstances. However, you BOTH 
can help fi ght for a loving, healthy and happy 
marriage- ask God for strategies for creating a 
new love for each other. 

However, if the thrill is gone and you have 
done everything you can to remain married, 
but the fl ame cannot be relit – pray and seek 
God for direction. And if He tells you to let it 
go – please do because you should not stay in 
an unhealthy marriage. 

Contact dr. Lashunda calvert for speaking 
engagements (motivational, ministering, mar-
riage counseling, marriage workshops, mar-
riage seminars, marriage conferences, etc.) 
Marriage ministry: the restoration church, 
3931 hanging moss road, suite h, jackson, ms. 
39206, On: instagram: letsstay2gether4ever 
(dr. Lashunda calvert) facebook: dr. Lashun-
da calvert email:letsstaytogether4eva@gmail.
Com contact # 601-596-2528

Should you stay in an 
unhealthy marriage?

By LaShunda Calvert, Ph.D.
Tips for a Good Marriage

By James B. Ewers Jr. Ed.D.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio
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LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING  

ZONING CASE NO. 4336 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, 
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way aff ected thereby, 
that Morgan Stokes have fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an 
application requesting a Rezoning from R-5 (Multi-Family) Residential District to C-1 
(Restricted) Commercial District to allow for the continued operation of a Professional 
Offi  ce on property located at 720 N. President St. (Parcel: 36-27) and Parcels 36-26 
& 36-26-1, in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more 
particularly described as: 

Parcel of land being Lot 7 and part of Lot of Institute Survey as recorded in Plat Book I, 
at Page 34, in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk at Jackson, Binds County, Mississippi, 
more particularly described as follows, to-wit: 

Beginning at a point on the East line of North President Street, said point being 193.4 
feet North from the North line of George Street and also being designated as the 
southwest corner of Lot 7, Institute Survey; run thence northerly 96. 5 feet to a point on 
the East line of North President Street: thence turn right through 89 degrees 40 minutes 
and run easterly 160 feet to a point on the East line of Lot 6, Institute Survey: thence 
run southerly along the East line of Lots 6 and 7 of said Institute Survey a distance of 
98.5 feet to the southeast corner of Lot 7, Institute Survey: thence westerly along the 
South line of Lot 7 a distance of 160 feet to the point of beginning. 

That certain parcel of land in the “Institute Survey” of Five Acre Lot, Five, North, and 
the North half of the North three-quarters of Ten Acre Lot Ten, North Jackson, fi led for 
record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, Mississippi, First Judicial 
District and particularly described as: beginning at a point on the line between Lots 
Six and Fourteen, which point is 19 feet North of the southeast corner of said Lot 
Six; run thence North along the Eastern boundary line of said Lot Six 61 feet to the 
Northeast corner thereof; thence West along the northern boundary line of said Lot 
Six 160 feet to the Northwest corner. of said Lot Six; thence South 63.5 feet along the 
East line of President Street to a point 16.5 feet North of the Southwest corner of said 
Lot Six of said Institute Survey: thence Easterly in a straight line 160 feet to the point 
of beginning; together with all the improvements thereon and appurtenances thereto 
belonging. 

Parcel 36-26 

63.5 FT E/S N PRESIDENT ST X 120 FT E & W X 61 FT E/S BK END OF LOT IN N 
PT LOT 6 INSTITUTE SY 

Parcel 36-26-1 

40 FT E & W X 61 FT N & S IN NE COR LOT 6 INSTITUTE SY 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President 
Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, July 22, 2026, at which 
time all parties interested in or aff ected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said 
question, after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board 
can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto 
may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing 
must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made 
to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to 
accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing 
impaired. 

DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE 
PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC HAVE 
THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  PLEASE 
EMAIL tsmith@city.jackson.ms.us TO REGISTER  FOR THE TELECONFERENCE/
VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO JULY 15, 2026. 

WITNESS my signature this 25TH day of June 2026. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

7/2/2026, 7/16/2026

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT  

ZONING CASE NO. 4338 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, 
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way aff ected thereby, that 
Ishley’s Payroll Management Services, LLC has fi led with the Planning Board for the 
City of Jackson, an application requesting an Use Permit to allow for an extended stay 
hotel within a C-3 (General) Commercial District on property located at 5075 I-55 North 
(Parcel 507-354) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being 
more particularly described as: 

A certain parcel of land lying and being situate in Section 13, T6N, RIE, Jackson, 
Mississippi, in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi: 

Commence at the Westerly right of way line of Interstate Highway 55(as was laid out 
and improved July, 1982) with the North line of the aforesaid Section 13, T6N, RIE, 
and run thence Southerly along said Westerly right of way line of Interstate Highway 
S5 (1982) for a distance of 300 feet; tum thence right through a defl ection angle 80 
degrees 25 minutes and run Westerly for a distance of 13 feet to a point on the present 
Westerly right of way line of Interstate Highway 55 and the Point of Beginning of the 
parcel of land herein described; from said Point of Beginning, tum thence left through 
a defl ection angle of 80 degrees 25 minutes and run Southerly along said present 
Westerly right of way line of Interstate Highway 55 for a distance of 352.7 feet to the 
Point of Curvature of a 1.0038 degree curve to the right having a central angle of 2 
degrees 45 minutes and a radius of 5,679.58 feet; turn thence right through a defl ection 
angle of 00 degrees 59 minutes 52 seconds and run Southerly along said present 
Westerly right of way line of Interstate Highway SS for a chord distance of 200.20 feet; 
turn thence right through a defl ection angle of 89 degrees 00 minutes 08 seconds and 
run Westerly for a distance of 364.62 feet; tum thence right through a defl ection angle 
of 80 degrees 28 minutes and run Northerly for a distance of 483.84 feet; turn thence 
right through a defl ection angle of 89 degrees 57 minutes ad run Easterly for a distance 
of 454.60 feet to the Point of Beginning, containing 211,486.32 square feet or 4.8551 
acres, more or less. 

And being the same land as described in Trustee’s Deed recorded in Book 7159 at 
Page 2452 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President 
Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, July 22, 2026, at which 
time all parties interested in or aff ected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said 
question, after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board 
can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto 
may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing 
must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made 
to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to 
accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing 
impaired. 

DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, 
THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC 
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  
PLEASE EMAIL mailto:tsmith@city.jackson.ms.us TO REGISTER  FOR THE 
TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO JULY 15, 2026. 

WITNESS my signature this 25TH day of June 2026. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

7/2/2026, 7/16/2026

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT  

ZONING CASE NO. 4339 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, 
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way aff ected thereby, that 
Terranee Brent. has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application 
requesting a Use Permit to allow for a community recreational center that off ers 
skating, arcade games, fi tness training and community engagement events for the 
property located at 540 Raymond Rd-Ste. B (Parcel 217-9). in the First Judicial District 
of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as: 

A certain parcel of land situated in the East 1/2 of the Southwest Quarter of Section 8, 
Township 5 North, Range 1 East, Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more 
particularly described as follows: 

Commencing at the Southwest corner of that certain ten acre tract conveyed by Henry 
and Anne Moore to W.E. Johnson by Warranty Deed recorded in Deed Book 227 at 
Page 126 in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi; 
run thence Easterly along the South line of said ten acre tract for a distance of 4.0 
feet to the Point of Beginning of the parcel of land herein described; from said Point 
of Beginning, turn thence left through a defl ection angle of 88 degrees 21 minutes 49 
seconds and run Northerly 4.0 feet East of and parallel to the West line of said ten 
acre tract for a distance of 458.20 feet; turn thence left through an interior angle of 
91 degrees 38 minutes Il seconds and run Easterly for a distance of 481.43 feet to a 
point on the East line of said ten acre tract; said point also being on the West line of 
Glenwood Subdivision, a subdivision according to the map or plat thereof on fi le and 
of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi; 
turn thence left through an interior angle of 88 degrees 25 minutes 10 seconds and 
run Southerly along the East line of said ten acre tract and West line of Glenwood 
Subdivision for a distance of 183.19 feet; turn thence left through an interior angle 
of 91 degrees 34 minutes 50 seconds and run Westerly for a distance of 175.0 feet; 
turn thence left through an interior angle of 268 degrees 25 minutes 10 seconds and 
run Southerly for a distance of 275.0 feet to the South line of said ten acre tract; turn 
thence left through an interior angle of 91 degrees 34 minutes 50 seconds and run 
Westerly along the South line of said ten acre tract for a distance of 306.88 feet to the 
Point of Beginning, containing 172,498.08 square feet or 3.96 acres, more or less. 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President 
Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, July 22, 2026, at which 
time all parties interested in or aff ected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said 
question, after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board 
can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto 
may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing 
must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made 
to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to 
accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing 
impaired. 

DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE 
PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC HAVE 
THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  PLEASE 
EMAIL tsmith@city.jackson.ms.us TO REGISTER  FOR THE TELECONFERENCE/
VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO JULY 15, 2026. 

WITNESS my signature this 25TH day of June 2026. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

7/2/2026, 7/16/2026

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING  

ZONING CASE NO. 4337 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, 
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way aff ected thereby, that 
DMG Real Estate Holdings SBC, LLC have fi led with the Planning Board for the City 
of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from I-1 (Light) Industrial District 
to CMU–1 (Community) Mixed-Use District, Pedestrian Oriented to allow for the 
conversion of the recreational center to multi-family units on property located at 800 
E. River Pl. (Parcels 1008-2, 1008-43 & 1032-1), in the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as: 

Parcel 1032-1 

That certain part of Lot 3, of Section 2, Township 5 North, Range 1 East, Hinds County, 
Mississippi, described as follows: 

Commencing at the center of said Section 2, run East for a distance of 1116.99 feet, 
more or less, to the point of intersection of said line with the East right-of-way line of 
Interstate Highway 55, in the City of Jackson, Mississippi, which point of intersection is 
on the North line of said Lot 3 and the Point of Beginning of the parcel of land hereby 
described; thence run South 31 degrees 05 minutes East along said right-of-way line 
for a distance of 271.9 feet to a point; thence run South 08 degrees 11 minutes West 
along said right-of-way line for a distance of 119.71 feet to a point (which point is 
the Point of Beginning of that certain boundary line established and described in the 
Boundary Line Agreement, dated July 23, 1976, and recorded in Book 2386 at Page 
611 of the records in the Offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, 
Mississippi, between Capitol Broadcasting Company and Robert N. Stockett); thence 
leaving said right-of-way line run South 80 degrees 36 minutes East along said 
boundary line for a distance of 600 feet, more or less, to a point on the line between 
Hinds and Rankin Counties, Mississippi (being the center line of the Old River Bed 
of the Pearl River); thence meander Northwesterly along the line between Hinds and 
Rankin Counties (following the center line of the Old River Bed of the Pearl River) for 
a distance of 600 feet, more or less, to the point of intersection of the North line of said 
Lot 3 as extended with the line between Hinds and Rankin Counties; and thence run 
West along the North line of Lot 3 for a distance of 437.64 feet, more or less, to the 
Point of Beginning of the parcel of land hereby described.  

LESS AND EXCEPT: Property conveyed to the City of Jackson, MS, dated March 8, 
2011, in Book 7116 at Page 7527. 

LESS AND EXCEPT: Property conveyed to Treehouse, Inc, in Book 2816 at Page 
7009. 

Parcel 1008-43 

Lot 12, East River Place, according to a map or plat thereof on fi le and of record in the 
Offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi,  

Parcel 1008-2 

Commencing at the concrete monument marking the South right-of-way line of East 
Fortifi cation Street, as extended, in the City of Jackson, Mississippi, and the East 
right-of-way line of U.S. Interstate Highway No. 55 (“I-55”), run thence Southerly along 
said I-55 right-of-way line for a distance of 1149.6 feet to the Point of Beginning of the 
property herein described and conveyed; thence turn to the left through an angle of 90 
degrees, and run South 70 degrees 46 minutes East for a distance of 600.0 feet, more 
or less, to the centerline of the Old Channel of the Pearl River; thence turn to the right 
and run along the centerline of said channel for a distance of 360.0 feet, more or less, 
to the Southeast corner of the property of Grantors (being the Southeast corner of the 
property herein described); thence turn to the right and run due West for a distance 
of 572.3 feet, more or less, to a point on the East right-of-way line of the High Street 
interchange to I-55; thence turn to the right and run North 28 degrees 57 minutes West 
along said right-of-way line for a distance of 122.7 feet to a point; and thence continue 
to run along said right-of-way around a curve to the right, having a radius of 616.2 feet 
for a distance of 407.01 feet, more or less, to the Point of Beginning, being situated in 
the NE ¼ of Section 2, Township 5 North, Range 1 East, Hinds County, Mississippi, 
and containing 5.45 acres, more or less. 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President 
Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, July 22, 2026, at which 
time all parties interested in or aff ected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said 
question, after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board 
can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto 
may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing 
must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made 
to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to 
accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing 
impaired. 

DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE 
PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC HAVE 
THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  PLEASE 
EMAIL tsmith@city.jackson.ms.us tO REGISTER  FOR THE TELECONFERENCE/
VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO JULY 15, 2026. 

WITNESS my signature this 25TH day of June 2026. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

7/2/2026, 7/16/2026

LEGAL

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

Residential Lots, Right-of-Way, and Vegetation Management Services 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

RFP# 96866-072826 

Notice is hereby given that the City of Jackson, Mississippi, will receive sealed 
proposals for Residential Lots, Right-of-Way, and Vegetation Management Services. 

RFP documents are available at www.jacksonmsbids.com. Proposals shall be 
submitted electronically through www.jacksonmsbids.com in accordance with the 
requirements of this Request for Proposals. Proposals submitted by any other method 
may be rejected. 

All proposals are due by or before July 28, 2026, at 3:30 PM Central Time. Sealed bids 
may be turned in at the City Clerk’s offi  ce, located at 219 South President Street, and 
the bid must be stamped by 3:30 PM. 

Interested bidders must attend the mandatory pre-bid meeting, which will be held on 
July 14, 2026, at 10:00 am in the Andrew Conference Room on the 1st fl oor, 200 S 
President St, Jackson, MS 39205.  

Submissions shall be clearly identifi ed as: RFP 96866-072826 - RESIDENTIAL LOTS, 
RIGHT-OF-WAY, AND VEGETATION MANAGEMENT SERVICES. 

All pricing shall be submitted on the required forms included with the RFP documents. 

Minority-owned, women-owned, disadvantaged, Section 3, small, and local fi rms are 
encouraged to participate, either as prime consultants or subconsultants, consistent 
with applicable law and City requirements. 

The City reserves the right to reject any or all submissions, waive informalities or 
irregularities, request clarifi cations, negotiate with the highest-ranked fi rm, and cancel 
or reissue this solicitation if determined to be in the City’s best interest and consistent 
with applicable law. 

CITY OF JACKSON  

Monica Oliver, Purchasing Manager 

7/9/2026, 7/16/2026

LEGAL

RULE 81 SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION 

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE MATTER OF  WILLIAM WILSON, DECEASED       CAUSE NO. P2026-153 
T/1  

PETITIONER:  ANN JAMES 

SUMMONS 

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 

TO:  THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF WILLIAM WILSON, DECEASED 

You have been made a Defendant in the suit fi led in this Court by Ann James Petitioner, 
seeking the adjudication of heirs of William Wilson, Deceased. 

You are summoned to appear and defend against the complaint or petition fi led against 
you in this action at 9:00 a.m. o’clock, on the 13th day of August, 2026, in the Chancery 
Courtroom of Hinds County before Honorable DeWayne Thomas, Chancellor.  In case 
of your failure to appear and defend a judgment will be entered against you for the 
money or other things demanded in the complaint or petition. 

You are not required to fi le an answer or other pleading but you may do so if you 
desire. 

Issued under my hand and the seal of said Court, this the _____ day of June, 2026. 

EDDIE JEAN CARR 
CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI 

BY:

7/16/2026

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
HOLMES COUNTY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Notice is hereby given that the HOLMES COUNTY CONSOLIDATED 
SCHOOL DISTRICT will receive SEALED BIDS for the purchase of 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:  

The district is requesting sealed bid proposals for Adaptive Assessments and 
Standards-Aligned Assessments to provide universal screeners, individualized 
instruction to meet each student’s academic needs, collects data based on individual 
responses, and adjusts instruction to meet each student needs at their level 
accelerating their path to reading mastery. The Proposal Due Date is July 23, 2026, at 
9:00a.m. 

RFP Submission Requirements:  

Submit 5 copies of the RFP response in one sealed package with Professional 
Services for Adaptive Assessments indicated on the outside of the package by to the 
following address: 

Michelle Cage, Chief Finance Offi  cer 
Holmes County Consolidated School District 
Post Offi  ce Box 630 
313 Olive St.  
Lexington, MS 39095 

A complete bid package which contains bid instructions and general specifi cations may 
be obtained by visiting the Holmes County Consolidated School District’s website:  

http://holmesccsd.org. All questions regarding the bid specifi cations shall be emailed 
directly to  

Tara Harris, Federal Programs Director 
tara.harris@holmesccsd.org 
Holmes County Consolidated School District 
 (662) 834-2175 (offi  ce) 
(662) 834-4002 (Fax) 

Please include full contact information, including company name, email address, 
telephone numbers and contact person in your email request. Within the limitations of 
Mississippi State Purchasing Law, the Purchasing Entity reserves the right to reject any 
or all bids received, to waive any informalities or irregularities in the bids received, or to 
accept any bid which is deemed most favorable.   

7/16/2026, 7/23/2026



AUCTION FOR CITY OF JACKSON ABANDONED, STOLEN, 
SEIZED VEHICLES, EVIDENCE, AND RECOVERED PROPERTY
To all interested parties, known 
and unknown,Pursuant to the 
MS State Code of 1972, Section 
21-39-21, the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, will sell at Public 
Auction, the impounded, 
abandoned, lost, stolen, or 
misplaced motor vehicles 
and equipment listed on the 
attached schedule. Unclaimed 
motor vehicles and equipment 
may be sold after the expiration 
of ninety (90) days from their 
receipt or recovery by the 
City of Jackson. The auction 
will be held online at https://
marketp lace.autura .com/
auctions/jac-ms/ on July 28 at 
10:00 am

A list and description of 
abandoned/unclaimed vehicles 
will be posted pursuant to 
statutory requirements in the 
following locations:  

Hinds County Court House  

Hinds Country Chancery Court 
Building 
Jackson City Hall/City Clerk’s 
Offi ce”   (7/2/2026) 
*******************************
8840221  2024/NISSAN/
SENTRA/SILVER888  •  
3N1AB8CVXRY228369
*******************************
8843659  •  2015/
NISSAN/ROGUE/GRAY  •  
5N1AT2ML3FC854513
*******************************
8844558  •  2011/
HONDA/ACCORD/RED  •  
1HGCP3F89BA006384
*******************************
8847163  •  2015/DODGE/
CHALLENGER/BLUE  •  
2C3CDZFJ9FH747174
*******************************
8847185  •  2007/CHEVROLET/
TAHOE/WHITE  •  
1GNFC13097J353061
*******************************
8847192  •  2011/DODGE/
CHARGER/BLACK  •  
2B3CL1CT8BH587578
*******************************
8847470  •  2015/HYUNDAI/
SANTA FE SPORT/WHITE  •  
5XYZU3LB9FG299596
*******************************
8847486  •  2005/HONDA/
ACCORD/BLUE  •  
1HGCM56855A046647
*******************************
8847498  •  2007/
MERCURY/MILAN/GOLD  •  
3MEHM08177R636878
*******************************
8847721  •  2018/KIA/
SPORTAGE/BROWN  •  
KNDPM3AC4J7348406
*******************************
8847898  •  2011/HONDA/
ACCORD/BLACK  •  
1HGCP2F88BA152088
*******************************
8847918  •  2013/FORD/
EDGE/BROWN  •  
2FMDK4KC1DBB95374
*******************************
8848096  •  2003/FORD/
CROWN VICT/GRAY  •  
2FAFP71W93X189082
*******************************
8848172  •  2013/NISSAN/
SENTRA/BLACK  •  
1N4AB7AP8DN902459
*******************************
8848245  •  2022/
CHEVROLET/TAHOE/GRAY  •  
1GNSKPKD3NR191421
*******************************

8848336  •  -/DODGE/OTHER/
BROWN  •  D14AN9S233711
*******************************
8848434  •  2012/GMC/
ACADIA/GRAY  •  
1GKKVRED8CJ187050
*******************************
8848501  •  2016/FORD/
FUSION/SILVER  •  
3FA6P0G78GR248148
*******************************
8848578  •  2017/NISSAN/
VERSA/BLACK  •  
3N1CN7AP7HL892154
*******************************
8848589  •  2019/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/RED  •  
5NPD74LF2KH424368
*******************************
8850900  •  2020/KIA/
OPTIMA/SILVER  •  
5XXGT4L30LG402123
*******************************
8850929  •  2018/
CHEVROLET/TRAX/RED  •  
3GNCJLSB9JL410320
*******************************
8850955  •  2013/KIA/
OPTIMA/SILVER  •  
KNAGM4A74D5324158
*******************************
8850997  •  2017/KIA/
OPTIMA/BLACK  •  
KNAGT4L34H5147551
*******************************
8851043  •  2018/KIA/
OPTIMA/SILVER  •  
5XXGT4L39JG235242
*******************************
8851059  •  2012/NISSAN/
ALTIMA/BLACK  •  
1N4AL2AP6CN412617
*******************************
8851104  •  2011/FORD/
FUSION/BLACK  •  
3FAHP0JG2BR165857
*******************************
8851283  •  1995/
LEXUS/LS/BLACK  •  
JT8UF22E7S0009123
*******************************
8851353  •  2018/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/GRAY  •  
5NPE24AF6JH613643
*******************************
8851447  •  2005/CHEVROLET/
EQUINOX/SILVER  •  
2CNDL63F456167208
*******************************
8851485  •  2014/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/SILVER  •  
5NPDH4AE4EH498421
*******************************
8851964  •  2004/TOYOTA/
OTHER/SILVER  •  
2T1KR32E94C230267
*******************************
8852046  •  2005/CHEVROLET/
SUBURBAN/BLACK  •  
3GNEC16Z75G277375
*******************************
8852139  •  2023/
KIA/SOUL/WHITE  •  
KNDJ53AUXP7851488
*******************************
8852230  •  2013/TOYOTA/
COROLLA/WHITE  •  
5YFBU4EE7DP167198
*******************************
8852233  •  2002/CHEVROLET/
EXPRESS/WHITE  •  
1GCGG25RX21227710
*******************************
8854897  •  2018/DODGE/
CHARGER/WHITE  •  
2C3CDXGJXJH134783
*******************************
8854906  •  2005/CHEVROLET/
SILVERADO/WHITE  •  
1GCEC19T45Z215853
*******************************
8854914  •  2021/DODGE/
CHALLENGER/BLUE  •  

2C3CDZFJ6MH517265
*******************************
8855698  •  2003/NISSAN/
ALTIMA/SILVER  •  
1N4AL11D43C342529
*******************************
8855833  •  1997/
INFINITI/QX4/GRAY  •  
JNRAR05Y3VW012284
*******************************
8855873  •  -/CHEVROLET/
MONTE CARLO/ORANGE  •  
1Z37JAK447983
*******************************
8855906  •  2018/NISSAN/
ALTIMA/SILVER  •  
1N4AL3AP9JC174261
*******************************
8855953  •  2017/NISSAN/
MAXIMA/SILVER  •  
1N4AA6AP3HC437197
*******************************
8855994  •  2014/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/GRAY  •  
5NPEB4AC4EH814534
*******************************
8858495  •  2013/CHEVROLET/
MALIBU/WHITE  •  
1G11B5SA1DF261506
*******************************
8858696  •  2016/
KIA/SOUL/SILVER  •  
KNDJN2A22G7292284
*******************************
8858769  •  2020/DODGE/
DURANGO/WHITE  •  
1C4RDJDG0LC155496
*******************************
8858782  •  2014/CHEVROLET/
CAMARO/BLACK  •  
2G1FC1E38E9124002
*******************************
8858954  •  2002/CHEVROLET/
TRAILBLAZER/GOLD  •  
1GNDT13S322290115
*******************************
8859039  •  2016/NISSAN/
ALTIMA/SILVER  •  
1N4AL3AP2GN337393
*******************************
8859115  •  2004/HONDA/
ACCORD/BLUE  •  
1HGCM56324A015763
*******************************
8859176  •  1999/TOYOTA/4 
RUNNER/GRAY  •  
JT3GM84RXX0040451
*******************************
8859287  •  2014/FORD/
FUSION/WHITE  •  
1FA6P0G75E5401147
*******************************
8859288  •  2007/NISSAN/
MURANO/WHITE  •  
JN8AZ08T17W509700
*******************************
8859304  •  -/CHEVROLET/
OTHER/BLACK  •  
2GCEC19R7W1126535
*******************************
8859364  •  2006/
TOYOTA/CAMRY/GRAY  •  
4T1BE32K56U697818
*******************************
8861514  •  2007/
VOLKSWAGEN/
TOUAREG/BLACK  •  
WVGZE77L77D000898
*******************************
8861521  •  2009/DODGE/
JOURNEY/GREEN  •  
3D4GG57V79T220392
*******************************
8861568  •  2011/GMC/
SIERRA/WHITE  •  
3GTP1UEA8BG364461
*******************************
8861588  •  2020/CHEVROLET/
MALIBU/GRAY  •  
1G1ZD5ST5LF045039
*******************************
8861591  •  -/HYUNDAI/
OTHER/BLACK  •  

KMHDU4AD7AU017835
*******************************
8861609  •  2021/FORD/
ECOSPORT/GRAY  •  
MAJ6S3KL3MC409827
*******************************
8861689  •  2011/CHEVROLET/
MALIBU/SILVER  •  
1G1ZC5E10BF278628
*******************************
8861709  •  2016/
KIA/FORTE/WHITE  •  
KNAFX4A64G5469473
*******************************
8861740  •  1997/HONDA/
ACCORD/SILVER  •  
1HGCD5604VA252021
*******************************
8861781  •  2013/KIA/
OPTIMA/BLACK  •  
5XXGR4A64DG093706
*******************************
8861787  •  2023/
NISSAN/SENTRA/RED  •  
3N1AB8CV5PY316307
*******************************
8861789  •  2007/CHEVROLET/
SILVERADO/BLUE  •  
2GCEC13C171533367
*******************************
8861928  •  2011/KIA/
SORENTO/GRAY  •  
5XYKT3A18BG106024
*******************************
8861983  •  2008/NISSAN/
ALTIMA/BLACK  •  
1N4AL24E48C124589
*******************************
8862018  •  2003/CADILLAC/
ESCALADE/BLACK  •  
1GYEC63T93R239692
*******************************
8862103  •  2017/TOYOTA/
COROLLA/SILVER  •  
5YFBURHE9HP629999
*******************************
8862232  •  -/CHEVROLET/
CORVETTE/WHITE  •  
1Z87878AS419376
*******************************
8864090  •  1999/FORD/
WINDSTAR/GOLD  •  
2FMZA5249XBA30961
*******************************
8864107  •  1999/
TOYOTA/CAMRY/RED  •  
4T1BG22K0XU539960
*******************************
8864247  •  2021/FORD/
EXPEDITION MAX/BLACK  •  
1FMJK2AT5MEA26309
*******************************
8864317  •  2020/KIA/
FORTE/SILVER  •  
3KPF24AD7LE234810
*******************************
8864423  •  2009/
VOLVO/S60/BLACK  •  
YV1RS592092733826
*******************************
8864458  •  -/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/SILVER  •  
5NPET4AC9AH584237
*******************************
8864548  •  2020/CHEVROLET/
EQUINOX/GRAY  •  
2GNAXKEV8L6236673
*******************************
8864574  •  2023/CHEVROLET/
EQUINOX/WHITE  •  
3GNAXHEGXPL165028
*******************************
8864684  •  2014/FORD/C-MAX/
GRAY  •  1FADP5AU8EL519921
*******************************
8864996  •  2022/DODGE/
CHARGER/WHITE  •  
2C3CDXBG8NH122780
*******************************
8865041  •  2002/
LEXUS/ES/SILVER  •  
JTHBF30G125027427
*******************************

8865056  •  1999/CHEVROLET/
SILVERADO/WHITE  •  
1GCEK19T9XE168347
*******************************
8865074  •  2013/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/GRAY  •  
5NPEB4AC8DH754370
*******************************
8865142  •  2002/TOYOTA/
TACOMA/GREEN  •  
5TEVL52N42Z000301
*******************************
8865270  •  2002/CHEVROLET/
TAHOE/BLACK  •  
1GNEK13Z72J259668
*******************************
8865280  •  2017/
KIA/SOUL/GREEN  •  
KNDJP3A51H7884335
*******************************
8867469  •  2006/
PONTIAC/G6/BLACK  •  
1G2ZG558X64189535
*******************************
8867480  •  2015/TOYOTA/
COROLLA/SILVER  •  
5YFBURHE2FP271691
*******************************
8867684  •  2014/MERCEDES/C 
CLASS/BLACK  •  
WDDGF4HB2ER317278
*******************************
8867989  •  2001/CHEVROLET/
SUBURBAN/BLACK  •  
3GNFK16T41G220676
*******************************
8868035  •  2004/JEEP/
GRAND CHER/BLACK  •  
1J4GX48S74C143856
*******************************
8868248  •  2015/
FORD/F150/GRAY  •  
1FTFW1EGXFFA84967
*******************************
8868315  •  2010/
GMC/TERRAIN/RED  •  
2CTALDEW0A6349639
*******************************
8868670  •  2017/HONDA/
ACCORD/BLACK  •  
1HGCR3F95HA003347
*******************************
8872511  •  2008/LAND ROVER/
RANGE ROVER SPORT/BLUE  
•  SALSF25478A176315
*******************************
8995702  •  2005/CHEVROLET/
EQUINOX/WHITE  •  
2CNDL63F156137745
*******************************
8995709  •  2007/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/SILVER  •  
5NPEU46F47H221174
*******************************
9024615  •  2008/
CHRYSLER/300/GOLD  •  
2C3LA53G08H140996
*******************************
9065689  •  2000/CHEVROLET/
IMPALA/MULTI-COLOR  •  
2G1WF55E0Y9205466
*******************************
9180502  •  2001/FORD/
EXPEDITION/GREEN  •  
1FMRU15L81LB82952
*******************************
9192869  •  -/JEEP/
CHEROKEE/BLACK  •  
1C4PJMAB8GW182301
*******************************
9199428  •  2010/CHEVROLET/
SILVERADO/BLACK  •  
3GCRKSE34AG269115
*******************************
9203408  •  2015/
FORD/F350/BLACK  •  
1FT8W3BT0FEB60398
*******************************
9214525  •  2008/GMC/ENVOY/
BLUE  •  1GKDT13S182124990
*******************************
9215096  •  2005/HONDA/
ODYSSEY/RED  •  

5FNRL38755B002157
*******************************
9215448  •  2012/CHEVROLET/
MALIBU/BLACK  •  
1G1ZC5E08CF352354
*******************************
9218294  •  2013/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/GRAY  •  
5NPEB4AC6DH594151
*******************************
9224757  •  2003/FORD/
CROWN VICT/GRAY  •  
2FAFP74WX3X162629
*******************************
9237060  •  2005/FORD/
MUSTANG/BLUE  •  
1ZVFT82HX55181960
*******************************
9237106  •  1981/FORD/OTHER/
WHITE  •  1FTCF10E0BUA64340
*******************************
9237201  •  2005/FORD/
CROWN VICT/TEAL  •  
2FAFP74W05X159225
*******************************
9238229  •  2004/JEEP/
GRAND CHER/GRAY  •  
1J4GW48N64C276069
*******************************
9238261  •  2010/FORD/OTHER/
WHITE  •  1FTNE2EW7ADA88328
*******************************
9240457  •  2008/BMW/
OTHER/SILVER  •  
WBANW53578CT54047
*******************************
9243944  •  1999/HONDA/
ACCORD/GREEN  •  
JHMCG5653XC022090
*******************************
9245070  •  2021/NISSAN/
SENTRA/GRAY  •  
3N1AB8DV9MY202093
*******************************
9245095  •  2005/GMC/SIERRA/
WHITE  •  2GTEC19T151343119
*******************************
9247332  •  2016/DODGE/
CHALLENGER/BLACK  •  
2C3CDZC91GH130587C136
*******************************
9260682  •  2003/CHEVROLET/
AVALANCHE/BLUE  •  
3GNEC13T93G339548
*******************************
9266659  •  2016/NISSAN/
SENTRA/BLACK  •  
3N1AB7AP7GY262118
*******************************
9267449  •  1999/DODGE/
DURANGO/BLACK  •  
1B4HS28Z1XF528985
*******************************
9273818  •  2007/TOYOTA/
AVALON/GOLD  •  
4T1BK36B37U222317
*******************************
9274130  •  2003/GMC/ENVOY/
WHITE  •  1GKES16P236169517
*******************************
9282759  •  2014/
CHEVROLET/CRUZE/GRAY  •  
1G1PC5SB0E7329192
*******************************
9282838  •  1993/GMC/SIERRA/
WHITE  •  1GTDC14Z0PZ544592
*******************************
9282863  •  2004/HONDA/CRV/
BLUE  •  JHLRD78814C031036
*******************************
9283220  •  2015/HONDA/
OTHER/BLACK  •  
MLHNC5108F5100641
*******************************
9289532  •  2025/
FORD/F150/BLACK  •  
1FTFW3L55SKD38230
*******************************
9321293  •  2003/FORD/
OTHER/WHITE  •  
1FDWE35L93HB03273

7/9/2026, 7/16/2026, 7/23/2026
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Pick Up

The Mississippi Link
At The Following Locations:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
J & A FUEL STORES
3249 Medgar Evers  Blvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortification and I-55
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

MS Press
Attn: Sue Hicks
371 Edgewood Terrace
Jackson, MS 39206
(601) 981-3060

$1050.00

Please run MS Small Display Network for the week of
July 12th thru 18th.

Deanco Auction
David Lundy
PO Box 1248
1042 Holland Ave
Philadelphia, MS 39350
Phone: (601) 656-9768
Fax: (601) 656-2437
davidl@deancoauction.com

Deanco Auction  601-656-9768   www.deancoauction.com
1042 Holland Ave (PO Box 1248) • Philadelphia, Mississippi 39350         Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733, MSGL #835

10% Buyers Premium on the first $5000 of each lot and then a 3% buyers premium and the remaining balance of each lot.

HUGE 1-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
Wednesday, July 22nd

Auction Starts at 9:00am
1042 Holland Ave • Philadelphia, Mississippi

Live Online and Onsite Bidding

Selling All Types of Construction Equipment, including: Dozers,
Excavators, Motor Graders, Rubber-tired Loaders, Backhoes, Skid
Steers, Compaction Eq.. Also selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors,
Specialty Trucks, Trailers, Forklifts, Logging Equip., Farm Tractors,
Pickups, Vehicles, Attachments, Misc. & Much More!!

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now to 
receive a FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. Call 
1-844-316-8630 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  Call: 
1-833-764-2473

OLSHAN FOUNDATION SOLUTIONS. 
Your trusted foundation repair 
experts since 1933. Foundation 
repair. Crawl space recovery. 
Basement waterproofing. Water 
management and more. Free 
evaluation. Limited time up to $250 
off foundation repair. Call Olshan 
1-866-264-5115.

REPAIRING or REPLACING 
APPLIANCES and home systems like 
heating and cooling can be costly. A 
home warranty plan can help. Start 
saving and get 30% off any plan 
today. Workmanship Guarantee 
included. Terms apply. Call Cinch 
Home Services 1-877-967-8980

SAFE STEP. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-855-
532-0066

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-855-584-8517 www.
dental50plus.com/mspress #6258

AUDIEN HEARING. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 
million happy customers. Call Audien 
1-866-852-2087 

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 1-833-
641-4206

DONATE your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-
428-0305 today!

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash 
AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Call today 
for your fair cash offer: 1-601-273-
8545.

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the 
same reliable, nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just 
$20/month. For more information, 
call 1-844-954-4517

GET DISH SATELLITE TV + 
INTERNET!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-
Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call 
Today! 1-877-628-3143

INSURANCE

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

REAL ESTATE

SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUSFOR SALE

HOME IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT

WEEK OF JULY 12, 2026

Foundation cracks
getting worse?

Payment Plans
as Low as $125/mo

FREE Home
Evaluations
Industry-Leading
Warranty Options
Patented
Technology

Our Services:
Foundation Repair
Crawl Space Recovery
Water Management
Basement Waterproofing
Concrete Lifting
Basement Wall Recovery

Offer valid from 9/1/2024 to 6/30/2026. Only valid to new 
customers. $250 savings valid on projects $2,999 or more. 
Cannot be combined with any other offers or promotions. 
Offer is non-transferable, has no cash value and cannot be 
applied to previous purchases. Void where prohibited by law. 
Terms of offer are subject to change.

Schedule Your Free Evaluation!

(866) 264-5115Limited Time Offer

Up to $250off
Foundation Repair

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
HOLMES COUNTY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Notice is hereby given that the HOLMES COUNTY CONSOLIDATED 
SCHOOL DISTRICT will receive SEALED BIDS for the purchase of 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:  

HOLMES COUNTY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
LAWN CARE AND LANDSCAPING SERVICE 

Overview 

Introduction: The Holmes County Consolidated School District (HCCSD) is located 
in Holmes County, MS. The district consists of seven schools, a career and technical 
center, an alternative school, and a central office. The district has four (4) lawn care 
service areas.  

Purpose of RFP: The district is requesting sealed bid proposals for Lawn Care and 
Landscaping Services in the Holmes County Consolidated School District. 

A bidder can bid on more than one service areas (See Attachment A for Lawn Care 
Service Areas). In submitting a bid, each bidder should refer to items listed in the 
scoring rubric.  

Tentative schedule of RFP events are as follows: 

Advertisement Dates July 16, 2026 & July 23, 2026 
Proposal Due Date: July 27, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. Bid Opening: July 27, 2026, at 3:30 
p.m. 

These services shall be provided to the Holmes County Consolidated School District 
during the 2026-2027 school year. 

HCCSD reserves the right to accept, reject, or negotiate any or all offers on the basis of 
the evaluation criteria contained within this document. Presentation of services may be 
requested by contractor as an additional evaluation criterion. 

General Specifications and Instructions to Bidders: 

A paper copy or an email copy of this document, including any addendums, can be 
obtained by request below: 

Dr. Shem Y. Whigham, Assistant Superintendent 
Holmes County Consolidated School District 
Post Office Box 630 
313 Olive Street 
Lexington, MS 39095 
(662) 834-2175 
Email: swhigham@holmesccsd.org 

RFP Submission requirements: Submit 3 copies of the RFP response in one sealed 
package with Lawn Care Bid Proposals indicated on the outside of the package by July 
27, 2026 @9:00 a.m. to the following address: 

Ms. Michelle Cage, Chief Finance Officer 
Holmes County Consolidated School District 
Post Office Box 630 
313 Olive Street 
Lexington, MS 39095 

7/16/2026, 7/23/2026
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE 

JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, aUGST 5, 2026 AT 11:00aM IN THE ANDREW JACKSON 
CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH 
PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. 

APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

NEW BUSINESS 
CASE NO. HPNC-26-23 
LOCATION: 1402 HAZEL ST (PARCEL 15-32) 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: BELHAVEN		 APPLICANT: GREG PITTS 
REQUEST: REPAIR & REPLACE ROTTED DECKING AND DETERIORATED 
STUCCO WALLS 

CASE NO. HPNC-26-24 
LOCATION: 436 E CAPITOL ST (PARCEL 33-18-1 or 33-18) 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: SPENGLER’S CORNER	 APPLICANT: MARCUS 
CHEATHAM 
AMENDED REQUEST: REPLACE METAL SIDING PANES WITH STUCCO OR LIKE 
KIND MATERIAL 

CASE NO. HPNC-26-27 
LOCATION: 1842 LINDEN PL (PARCEL 9-101) 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: BELHAVEN		 APPLICANT: KEVIN SUMRALL 
AMENDED REQUEST: REPAIR BURNED STRUCUTRE; REPLACE DOORS, 
WINDOWS, SIDING, & SHINGLES 

CASE NO. HPNC-26-28 
LOCATION: 1315 OLIVE ST (PARCEL 15-65-1) 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: BELHAVEN		 APPLICANT: ANN MACMASTER 
AMENDED REQUEST: DEMO DELAPIDATED GARAGE APARTMENT 

OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
OTHER  

ADJOURNMENT 

7/16/2026, 7/23/2026



For the past 
couple of weeks, 
my column has 
explored the Af-
rican American 
Aunt includ-
ing why she is 

important to the family. In this 
week’s column, I want to explore 
more how we can celebrate aunts 
as well as uncles. National Aunt 
and Uncle Day is Sunday, July 
26th and like some of you, when 
I started my podcast a few years 
ago, I had no idea there was even 
a special day to recognize those 
family members. The question 
is how to celebrate what appears 
to be a new holiday? One way is 

to think about your experiences 
with your aunts and uncles and 
what you liked most (or least) 
about them.

In some instances, they took 
care of you as if you were one of 
their own children. At other times, 
they off ered words of advice de-
signed to keep you from getting 
in trouble. Even though they said 
it was for your own good, some 
also were snitches and told on 
you. Aunts and uncles have been 
confi dantes as well as holders of 
many family secrets. My great 
Aunt Annie on my Daddy’s side 
often would patiently indulge my 
many questions as she shared 
little known family history. And 
I can always count on my Aunt 
Mary on my mama’s side to give 

little known facts about she and 
my mother’s lives as little girls 
growing up in Central Texas.

Unlike Mother’s Day and Fa-
ther’s Day, there is no standard 
gift like fl owers, ties, kitchen ap-
pliances or macaroni art projects 
for Aunt and Uncle Day. This 
means that you can be as creative 
as you want with how you want 
to honor your aunts and uncles. 
For example, consider giving gift 
cards to favorite restaurants, re-
tail stores, spas, and bookstores. 
For something more personal, a 
photograph of you with the aunt 
and/or uncle might work. Consid-
er creating a new family tradition 
like a special family breakfast, 
lunch, or dinner. One of my fa-
vorite things I do with my niec-

es and nephews (and now great 
nieces and nephews) is go to the 
movies. It’s not just about pop-
corn and sodas but about the con-
nection. Now one of my nephews 
continues the family tradition and 
takes his younger cousins to the 
movies. For those of you who say 
you have no money to buy any-
thing, a simple phone call would

do. There are also free ecards 
you can download on my web-
site - https://www.chocola-
teauntiepodcast.com/celebrate-
national-aunt-day. According to 
the website www.nationaltoday.
com, it’s not clear who started 
National Aunt’s and Uncle’s day 
but undoubtedly it was to recog-
nize the many contributions that 
both make to families. Romans 

12:10 says to “Love each other 
with genuine aff ection and take 
delight in honoring each other.” 
Celebrating National Aunt and 
Uncle Day on July 26th (or some-
time during the week) is one way 
to show genuine appreciation for 
the impact they’ve had on your 
family. And to all the aunts and 
uncles (by blood or by choice) 
Happy Aunt and Uncle Day!

Join me for a special celebra-
tion of aunts and uncles Saturday, 
July 18th from 5 pm – 7pm at the 
Dock Bookshop, 6637 Meadow-
brook in Fort Worth, Texas. There 
will be as a panel discussion “A 
Conversation around the Kitchen 
Table: The importance of aunts 
and uncles in the black commu-
nity,” an Aunts and Uncles in Pop 

Culture special trivia contest as 
well as gift recommendations 
and food/drinks as you shop for 
your favorite aunt and uncle. The 
event is free and we hope you can 
join us.

Shewanda Riley (Aunt Wanda), 
PhD, is a Fort Worth-based au-
thor of “Love Hangover: Moving 
from Pain to Purpose After a Re-
lationship Ends” and “Writing to 
the Beat of God’s Heart: A Book 
of Prayers for Writers.” Email her 
at preservedbypurpose@gmail.
com or follow her on Twitter @
shewanda. You can also listen to 
her podcast “The Chocolate Aun-
tie Podcast” on the Alive Podcast 
network at www.alivepodcast-
network.com or visit www.choc-
olateauntiepodcast.com.

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Celebrating Aunts (and Uncles)
P R E S E R V E D

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

SUNDAY
Worship Services

9 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. in person

Or you may worship with us via 
Facebook or our YouTube 

channel at CHMBC

Pastor
Chauncy L. Jordan

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

www.nhcms.org

1750 
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In today’s busy world, many people 
struggle to stay active. Long work hours, 
school responsibilities, family duties 
and even stress can make it hard to fi nd 
time for exercise. As a result, millions of 
Americans have low fi tness levels. 

While it may not seem like a big deal 
at fi rst, low fi tness can have a major im-
pact on your health over time. 

Doctors and health experts warn that 
even small drops in physical activity 
can aff ect your heart, your energy, your 
mood and your overall wellbeing.

Understanding why fi tness matters 
can help you make healthier choices 
and avoid longterm problems. You don’t 
need to become an athlete. 

You don’t need to run marathons or 
lift heavy weights. But staying active 
in simple, consistent ways can make a 
huge diff erence.

A low fi tness level doesn’t just mean 
you don’t exercise. It means your body 
isn’t used to moving regularly. This can 
include:

• Getting tired easily
• Feeling out of breath after small 

tasks
• Having weak muscles
• Struggling with balance or fl exibil-

ity
• Sitting for long periods every day
Low fi tness can happen to anyone, 

kids, teens, adults and seniors. It can 
happen slowly, without you even notic-
ing. But the eff ects build up over time.

Your heart is a muscle. Like any 
muscle, it gets stronger when you use 
it. When you don’t move enough, your 
heart doesn’t get the workout it needs. 
This can lead to several problems.

People with low fi tness levels are 
more likely to develop:

• High blood pressure
• High cholesterol
• Poor circulation
• Heart disease

Even simple activities like climbing 
stairs or carrying groceries can feel 
harder because the heart has to work ex-
tra hard. Over time, this can increase the 
risk of serious health issues.

Doctors often say that regular move-
ment is one of the best ways to protect 
your heart. Even walking for a few min-
utes at a time can help.

Your lungs also play a big role in 
your fi tness. When you’re active, your 
lungs learn to take in more oxygen and 
deliver it to your body. But when you’re 
inactive, your lungs don’t get that prac-
tice.

This can lead to:
• Shortness of breath
• Lower stamina
• Diffi  culty doing everyday tasks
People with low fi tness levels often 

feel winded after walking short distanc-
es or doing light chores. This doesn’t 
mean something is wrong with their 
lungs it often means their body isn’t 
used to activity.

Muscles get weaker when they aren’t 
used. This is true for everyone, no mat-
ter his or her age. When your muscles 

weaken, your body has to work harder 
to do simple things.

Low fi tness can cause:
• Muscle loss
• Poor posture
• Back pain
• Joint stiff ness
• Higher risk of falls
Your bones also need movement to 

stay strong. Weightbearing activities 
like walking, dancing or climbing stairs 
help keep bones healthy. Without regu-
lar movement, bones can become weak-
er over time.

Your metabolism is the process your 
body uses to turn food into energy. 
When you’re active, your metabolism 
works more effi  ciently. When you’re in-
active, it slows down.

Low fi tness levels can make it easier 
to gain weight because your body burns 
fewer calories. This can lead to:

• Increased body fat
• Higher risk of type 2 diabetes
• More strain on your joints
• Lower energy levels
Weight alone doesn’t determine 

health, but staying active helps your 

body manage energy better.
Many people don’t realize how close-

ly physical activity is linked to mental 
health. Exercise releases chemicals in 
the brain that help you feel calm, fo-
cused and positive. When you don’t 
move enough, you miss out on these 
benefi ts. 

Low fi tness levels are linked to:
• Higher stress
• More anxiety
• Trouble sleeping
• Lower confi dence
• Diffi  culty concentrating
Even a short walk can improve your 

mood. Movement helps your brain relax 
and reset.

Your immune system protects you 
from illness. Regular activity helps keep 
it strong. When you have low fi tness lev-
els, your immune system may not work 
as effi  ciently.

This can lead to:
• Getting sick more often
• Slower recovery from illness
• More infl ammation in the body
Staying active helps your body fi ght 

off  infections and stay resilient. Low fi t-
ness doesn’t just aff ect your health it af-
fects your daily life. Tasks that used to 
feel easy may start to feel exhausting.

People with low fi tness levels may 
struggle with:

• Carrying groceries
• Walking long distances
• Playing with kids or pets
• Doing chores
• Standing for long periods
This can lead to frustration and a feel-

ing of being limited. Over time, people 
may avoid activities they once enjoyed, 
which can make fi tness levels drop even 
more.

Many people spend hours sitting at 
work, in school, in cars or on the couch. 
Sitting too much can weaken muscles, 
slow metabolism and increase the risk of 
health problems.

Even if you exercise sometimes, long 

periods of sitting can still aff ect your 
health. Experts recommend taking short 
breaks to stand, stretch or walk around.

Improving your fi tness doesn’t re-
quire big changes. Small steps can lead 
to major improvements.

Simple ways to increase activity in-
clude:

• Taking short walks
• Stretching during breaks
• Doing light household chores
• Taking the stairs when possible
• Playing outside• Doing gentle exer-

cises at home
These small actions help your heart, 

lungs, muscles and mind.
Fitness is important for children, 

adults and seniors. Staying active helps 
kids grow strong, helps adults manage 
stress and energy and helps older adults 
stay independent.

No matter your age, your body ben-
efi ts from movement.

If you’re worried about your fi tness 
level or how it aff ects your health, it’s 
important to speak with a qualifi ed 
healthcare professional. They can help 
you understand what’s going on and of-
fer guidance that fi ts your personal situ-
ation. 

This is especially important if you 
have symptoms that are new, persistent 
or getting worse.

Low fi tness levels can aff ect your 
health in many ways, but the good news 
is that your body responds quickly to 
even small increases in activity. You 
don’t need to be perfect. You don’t need 
to change everything at once. What 
matters is consistency.

Every step you take literally helps 
your heart, lungs, muscles and mind 
grow stronger. By understanding the 
risks of low fi tness and making simple 
changes, you can build a healthier, more 
energetic future.

If you have a fi tness question or con-
cern you would like addressed: tipstob-
efi t@gmail.com 

New research from the Uni-
versity of Mississippi indicates 
that athletes with ADHD need 
even more scrutiny when head 
injuries are involved.

Although the “childhood dis-
eases” like measles does not 
have the one characteristic that 
Chickenpox has – of leaving 
behind remnants of the disease 
that show up later in the life of 
the infected as “Shingles.”

Athletics trainers, coaches 
and doctors have focused a lot 
of attention on detecting con-
cussions among athletes and 
ensuring they have time to heal 
after suff ering one.

Athletes with attention-def-
icit/hyperactivity disorder are 
more susceptible to concus-
sions and have a longer recov-
ery period, said Corbit Franks, 
assistant professor and clinical 
education coordinator for ath-
letic training at the University 
of Mississippi. 

He collaborated on a litera-
ture study with Jeff rey Parr and 
Mary King, both of the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi.

“Our purpose was to bring 
together high-quality peer re-
viewed research into one sin-
gular review paper for clini-
cians, coaches and athletes and 
also see how much ADHD ac-
tually does aff ect the risk, the 
assessment and the recovery of 
concussion,” Franks said.

For Franks and Parr, the re-

search is personal. Franks was 
diagnosed with ADHD as a 
child, and Parr’s stepson also 
has it.

“I’ve had ADHD my entire 
life and doing concussion test-
ing wasn’t really a thing when I 
was playing baseball and foot-
ball while growing up in Ten-
nessee,” Franks said. “What we 
called back then, ‘getting your 
bell rung,’ I know now I had 
several concussions playing, 
but they were never assessed or 
diagnosed or anything else.”

When Parr’s stepson hit his 
head, some obstacles arose.

“My stepson has ADHD, and 
I noticed several of the symp-
toms he dealt with on a daily 
basis overlapped with what we 

see in sport-related concus-
sions,” Parr said. 

“Then when he fell and hit his 
head, I realized how diffi  cult it 
was to diff erentiate between his 
normal ADHD symptoms and 
what we would consider con-
cussion related symptoms.”

The overlapping symptoms 
shared between ADHD and 
concussions include fatigue 
and sleep imbalances, emotion-
al irregularity and diffi  culty fo-
cusing. Therefore, when an ath-
lete with ADHD is concussed, 
it becomes diffi  cult to deter-
mine which symptom belongs 
to which condition, as Parr and 
his stepson experienced.

ADHD aff ects 4.2 to 8.1% of 
young athletes. Evidence from 

the study indicates that athletes 
with ADHD may:

• Be 1.6 to 2.5 times more 
likely to sustain a concussion, 
possibly due to impulsivity and 
risk-taking behaviors

• Report more severe or pro-
longed post-concussion symp-
toms

• Experience diff erences in 
baseline neurocognitive test-
ing, or pre-concussion testing, 
which can complicate concus-
sion diagnosis and manage-
ment.

Whether an athlete has suf-
fered a concussion can be as-
sessed in several ways, rang-
ing from a series of questions 
and actions on the sideline to 
a computer test or an app on a 

handheld electronic device.
When Franks began admin-

istering concussion tests as an 
athletic trainer, he experienced 
what it was like for ADHD ath-
letes.

“I would take the test just to 
make sure I understood what it 
entailed, to be able to explain 
it to coaches, parents and ath-
letes, and I always struggled on 
those tests staying focused,” he 
said.

“So, when athletes would 
come in and they had ADHD, 
it helped me understand that 
taking this test for them on a 
computer is not going to look 
the same as the athlete that 
maintains their attention all the 
time.”

The baseline concussion 
test results for an athlete with 
ADHD may not be accurate, 
causing them to be over- or un-
derdiagnosed. This can hinder 
their care once a concussion 
occurs.

The study found that athletes 
with ADHD take four to six 
days longer to recover from a 
concussion, Franks said.

What comes next is trying to 
understand why athletes with 
ADHD have a longer time until 
they return to learning and re-
turn to sport.

“Return-to-learn strategies 
and return-to-play protocols 
may need to look completely 
diff erent for that sector of in-
dividuals, rather than our tra-
ditional way we’ve all done 

things,” Franks said.
Just as athletes are becoming 

more specialized and individu-
alized in their training, includ-
ing nutrition, training and psy-
chology, concussion diagnosis 
and treatment should consider 
following suit, the Ole Miss 
professor said.

“When you look at athletics 
in general, for the last several 
years, we’ve started to attempt 
to treat athletes more as indi-
viduals, whether that’s through 
mental health, counseling, their 
nutritional strategies, their per-
formance strategies, strength 
conditioning, so why are we not 
looking at concussions more 
as an individualized thing?” 
Franks said.

“With ADHD individuals, 
it pushes further this idea that 
just like with learning or any-
thing else, we don’t fall into the 
normal box. So, we have to look 
at routes to implement diff erent 
strategies for the diagnosis and 
the management of concus-
sions and ADHD individuals.”

Considering an athlete’s 
ADHD plays an essential role 
in that individualized plan.

“Recognizing ADHD as a 
modifi er can lead to more accu-
rate diagnoses, better symptom 
interpretation and safer return-
to-play decisions,” Parr said. 

“It also highlights the need 
for athletic trainers to be par-
ticularly aware of which ath-
letes have an ADHD diagno-
sis.”

HEALTH

Research highlights concussion 
challenges for athletes with ADHD 

Why low fi tness levels 
can affect your health 

By Vince Faust MA
Health Educator and Motivational Writer 

UM, Southern Miss researchers hope to improve concussion diagnosis, recovery and return-to-play decisions 

By Marisa C. Atkinson
Mississippi Link Newswire
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Dr. Tracy M. Cook has spent 
more than 25 years lifting up 
students, campuses and the his-
torically Black institutions that 
shaped his own path.

The HBCU Campaign Fund 
has named Cook, president of 
Alcorn State University, to The 
Ten Most Dominant HBCU 
Leaders of 2027. He joins the 
organization’s Tenth Class Hon-
ors, a distinction reserved for 
leaders who have moved their 
institutions forward and kept 
them there.

The honor recognizes sus-
tained leadership. It also points 
to something harder to measure 
— a long, steady commitment 
to Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities.

Cook became the 21st presi-
dent of Alcorn State in 2024, 
stepping into the permanent 
role after serving as interim 
president.

He began with more than two 
decades in education adminis-
tration and student aff airs lead-
ership.

Under his watch, Alcorn State 
has sharpened its academic mis-
sion, leaned deeper into com-
munity engagement, and wid-
ened the paths students take 
toward graduation and beyond.

According to its press re-
lease, The Ten Most Dominant 
HBCU Leaders Award & Class  
is a national recognition cre-
ated by the HBCU Campaign 
Fund. Each year it honors ten 
chancellors, presidents and 
sports-affi  liated leaders serving 
at or connected to HBCUs and 
minority-serving institutions 

(MSIs).
“HBCU leadership requires 

vision, resilience and an unwav-
ering commitment to students 
and communities,” said Deme-
trius Johnson Jr., founder, presi-
dent, and CEO of the HBCU 
Campaign Fund. “

Dr. Cook exemplifi es these 
qualities through his leadership 
at Alcorn State and his contin-
ued work to strengthen one of 
the nation’s most historic HB-
CUs.”

An alumnus, he has held sev-
eral leadership posts at the uni-
versity, including vice president 
for student aff airs and enroll-
ment management and chief of 
staff .

His career in education is ex-
pansive serving in several roles 
from superintendent to class-
room teacher.

The Tenth-Class marks 10 
years of spotlighting leadership 
across the HBCU and MSI com-
munities.

Since the program began, 
recognition has lifted up leaders 
whose infl uence reaches past 
their own campuses and into the 
broader work of higher educa-
tion.

Cook joins a distinguished 
group of honorees. Their lead-
ership, the fund says, continues 
to help defi ne what comes next 
for HBCUs.

The HBCU Campaign Fund 
will announce additional selec-
tions for the Tenth Class Honors 
in the months ahead. The com-
plete Tenth Class of The Ten 
Most Dominant HBCU Leaders 
of 2027 will be revealed in early 
2027.

Five young scholars recent-
ly took an important fi rst step 
toward a lifetime of learning 
as the Community Students 
Learning Center celebrated 
the success of its 2026Lula’s 
Early Learning Literacy Pro-
gram.

The preschool graduates 
were honored May 2 during 
a joyful ceremony held at the 
CWMI Rental Hall, com-
monly known as the Pink and 
White Building. Inspired by 
the theme, “Oh, the Places 
You’ll Go, “the program cel-
ebrated the children’s accom-
plishments and encouraged 
them to continue learning, 
growing, and dreaming.

The children entertained ap-
proximately 40 family mem-
bers, friends, and supporters 
by singing songs, reciting po-
ems, and performing fi nger-
plays. Each child confi dently 
remembered and presented his 
or her part of the program.

One of the ceremony’s most 
touching moments came when 
the children presented red ros-
es to their mothers. The grad-
uates also received beautiful 
baskets fi lled with educational 
items to help them continue 
developing their academic and 
creative skills.

Alisa Hill served as the 
guest speaker, while Destiny 
Haynes, a 2026 LELLP par-
ent, served as the program 
guide. Both helped make the 
10 a.m. celebration a mean-
ingful and memorable occa-
sion for the children and their 
families.

The Lula’s Early Learn-
ing Literacy curriculum pro-
vides children with a strong 
foundation in literacy and 
language, mathematics, sci-
ence, social-emotional devel-
opment, self-care, and motor 
skills. Through these areas, 
children are prepared not only 
for the classroom but also for 
positive interaction with their 
families, classmates, and 
communities.

The celebration continued 
on June 6when CSLC hosted 
its’ LELLP Fund Fest from 
noon until 5 p.m. at the Com-
munity Students Learning 
Center. Apostle Kathy Ander-
son, a CSLC board member, 
welcomed guests to an after-
noon fi lled with fellowship, 
family activities, and commu-
nity support.

Motorcycles, Corvettes and 
show trucks added excitement 
to the event, which brought 
together parents, children, lo-
cal offi  cials, and other com-
munity supporters. Proceeds 
and support from the Fund 
Fest will assist CSLC in con-
tinuing its educational ser-
vices for young children and 
families.

The Lula’s Early Learning 
Literacy Program was estab-
lished in memory of longtime 
Holmes County educator and 
former CSLC Director of 
Education Lula Mae Friar. 
Friar died July 12, 2020, after 
becoming a victim of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

Although she is still deeply 
missed, Friar’s legacy contin-
ues through every child who 
learns, grows, and discovers 
new possibilities through the 

program bearing her name. 
Her lifelong love for children, 
education, family, and com-
munity remains at the heart of 
LELLP’s mission.

“We are sincerely grateful 
to the speakers, the parents, 
the motorcycle clubs, Corvette 
and Show Truck owners, and 
everyone who annually help 
us to continue the serve the 
children and families through 
this legacy of learning pro-
gram,” said CSLC Executive 

Director Beulah Greer.
As the fi ve graduates pre-

pare for their next educational 
journey, the message of their 
graduation theme remains fi t-
ting: There is no limit to the 
places they can go when their 
learning begins with a strong 
foundation and a caring com-
munity behind them. 

CSLC LELLP Coordinator 
Lubertha Banks Mosley con-
tributed to the development of 
this article. 

Nissan believes in 
the power of education.

Celebrating 
20 years of service 
in the Greater 
Jackson Area.
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Lula’s Early Learning Literacy 
Program celebrates young learners 
Motorcycle, Corvette and show truck owners annually support the children
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Back row: Coordinator Lubertha Mosley, staff member Audrey Anderson, CSLC Executive Beulah Greer, 
Speaker Alisa Hill, staff members Valorie Young and Lestine Hoover Front row: CSLC LELLP 2026 gradu-
ates (L-R) Carleigh Shaw, Amir Williams, Kacey Dixon, Jaxson Watkins, and Tristian Haynes 

Lexington Mayor Dr. Percy Washington brings 
greetings from the city. 

Dr. Tracy M. Cook, president of Alcorn State University named to the 
ten most dominant HBCU Leaders of 2027

Crowd listens attentively to various participants. 

King and Queen  

College student Le’Baudrio Bridgeford shares his 
success stories as a result of early learning.

Each of these Corvette represent an owner or owners 
who have been very supportive of Lula’s early learners.  

Community turns out for CSLC LELLP Fund Fest.



Some things can really make 
you cross.

People telling you your busi-
ness, for instance. People ask-
ing questions they have no 
reason to know. Folks who 
criticize your hair or clothes 
or life. These things would set 
anyone off ; they’d be the last 
straw for anybody. As in the 
new book, “Never Tell a Black 
Girl How to Black Girl” by 
Amena Brown, some folks just 
cross the line.

In a way, it’s a matter of 

grammar.
Depending on how you say 

it, “Black Girl is a noun and a 
verb,” says Brown. A Black Girl 
can be a Black Girl… and she 
can Black Girl. Brown herself 
has done it “in six countries.”

Growing up in North Caroli-
na, she Black Girled her hair her 
entire life. Her grandma made 
her sit for box braids when she 
was small, telling Brown that 
she was “tenderheaded.” Later, 
Brown had relaxed hair, until 
she “went broke” and couldn’t 
aff ord the process anymore. 
That was when she got ac-

quainted with her natural hair 
– although she returned to box 
braids at least once, and loved 
them all over again.

As the child of a strict Pen-
tecostal mother, Brown was 
a “late bloomer.” She didn’t 
drink alcohol until she was in 
her twenties. She was chaste 
when dating and she was a 
better church girl than a party 
girl. After she left the church, 
she began experimenting with 
wine fi rst, then cocktails. She 
learned to cook, reasoning that 
the path to fi nding love started 
in a kitchen, one that happened 

to be her grandmother’s. And 
yes, love did eventually come 
in the form of a red-headed 
white man who was her friend 
before he became her boyfriend 
before he became her mother-
sanctioned, grandma-approved 
husband.

Overall, says Brown, there is 
no right method to do this.

“There are so many ways to 
Black Girl, which means the 
way you Black Girl is beauti-
ful, and the way I Black Girl is 
beautiful too.”

Looking for a collection of 
addictive, can’t-read-just-one 

essays that’ll make you laugh 
but that also feel like author 
Amena Brown is peeking at 
your life? Want a book that 
speaks to every corner of your 
existence?

Yeah, then you want “Never 
Tell a Black Girl How to Black 
Girl.”

You know how it is when you 
spot something so profound, so 
right, that you just have to call 
your friends and read it out loud 
to them? That’s what you’ll 
fi nd here: truth told with humor 
that’s also oozing with warmth. 
Add honesty that’s smart and 

bold and practically begging 
for a “Heck, YES!” and you’ve 
got your new favorite book.

The essays here are short 
enough to read in a few min-
utes, but compelling enough to 
make you want more, so give 
yourself room. This is a book 
for twenty- and thirty-some-
things, but also for their moth-
ers and grandmas who can han-
dle respectful irreverence and 
surefooted playfulness. Can 
men enjoy “Never Tell a Black 
Girl How to Black Girl”? Sure, 
but it’s more for women, cross 
your heart.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
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WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON’S SOUL, 
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN 
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE 
VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC 
ADULTS WANT TO HEAR! 

Paid for by friends of Zack Wallace

BOOK REVIEW:
NEVER TELL A BLACK GIRL HOW NEVER TELL A BLACK GIRL HOW 
TO BLACK GIRL: ESSAYSTO BLACK GIRL: ESSAYS
BY AMENA BROWN
C.2026, TINY REP BOOKS
$30.00  •  320 PAGES

Paid for by friends of Zack Wallace
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