
At 16, Edward Blackmon Jr. 
was arrested during a protest for 
voting rights in his Mississippi 
hometown. He was loaded with 
schoolmates into a truck once 
used to haul chickens and was 
left in the summer heat before 
spending three nights in an over-
crowded jail cell without a bed. 

It was a moment that set him 
on a path to become a civil rights 
lawyer and one of the fi rst Black 
lawmakers elected in the state 

since Reconstruction. 
Blackmon was part of a gen-

eration of Black Americans 
across the South who fought in 
courtrooms and in the streets to 
dismantle barriers to voting and 
achieve political representation 
in a region scarred by the legacy 
of slavery and its aftermath. 

One of the crown jewels of 
that struggle, the Voting Rights 
Act, was hollowed out this week 
by the U.S. Supreme Court. 
The court’s conservative major-
ity said states should not rely on 
racial demographics when draw-
ing congressional districts, a rul-
ing that opened the door to trans-
forming how political power is 
distributed and making it harder 
for minorities to get elected. 

The majority opinion de-
scribed racism as a problem of 
the past. Others saw the decision 
as another example of its resur-
gence — “a defi brillator to the 
heart of Jim Crow,” as one Loui-

siana politician put it. 
Blackmon’s son, Bradford, a 

37-year-old state senator in Mis-
sissippi, said how the political 

lines are drawn “shapes who has 
a real chance before anyone ever 
votes.” 

“It’s just sad that we made 

progress and then they are al-
ways trying to roll it back when it 
shows that minorities are making 
more progress than I would guess 

that those in charge think that 
they’re allowed to make,” he said. 

The elder Blackmon, now 78, 
said he was resigned to the reality 
that the fi ght of his youth is not 
over. “It’s just another cycle — an 
ongoing struggle without a fore-
seeable ending,” he said. 

A legacy at risk 
The case, involving a chal-

lenge to Louisiana’s congressio-
nal map, clarifi ed how the Voting 
Rights Act can be used to contest 
district lines that may weaken the 
voting power of Black residents. 

For many Black Americans, 
the decision was a death knell 
for a cherished pillar of the Civil 
Rights Movement. Before the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965, Black 
voters in the Deep South had no 
guarantee of equal access to the 
ballot. Within a year of its pas-
sage, more than 250,000 Black 
Americans had gained the right 

It was less than an hour after 
the Tougaloo College Gradua-
tion ceremonies ended on Sun-
day, May 3, 2026, that a select 
group of graduates gathered just 
down the road from campus at 
The Stellar Venue, 731 S. Pear 
Orchard Road, Suite 28, to be 
recognized yet again – this time 
with their tassels fl ipped to the 
left. These graduates were part of 
the Reuben V. Anderson Center 
for Justice – shining stars devoted 
to study across many disciplines, 
with majors in English, History, 
Biology, and Political Science. 
Several minored in Pre-Law, a 
few in Public Policy and Ad-
ministration, and some in both! 
Tougaloo graduates destined for 
further study are sought by in-
stitutions like Columbia, Boston 
University, George Washington 
Law, Suff olk Law, Brown, Ver-
mont Law, and Tufts.  

Opening remarks and a bless-
ing over the food were provided 
by the Executive Director of the 
Reuben V. Anderson Center for 
Justice, LeBroderick A. Woods. A 
scrumptious meal was provided 
by Allow Cornell Catering. Pro-
gram highlights were shared by 
Dr. Lawren Long, Interim Chair-
woman of Tougaloo’s Political 
Science Department and Direc-
tor of the Eric H. Holder Public 
Policy Program. She spoke about 
the depth of work these graduat-
ing seniors have been involved 
in, the many diff erent programs 
like Delta Greens Food is Medi-
cine, National Black Workers 
Bill of Rights Campaign, im-
mersing themselves in real life 
work which was married to their 
curriculum. She spoke about 
the multiple partnerships the 
scholars were part of including 
national organizations like Na-
tional Black Workers Center and 
fellowships with Cornell Univer-

sity. They were on a list of just 
fi ve HBCU’s being recognized 
for the Cornell fellowship proj-
ect. They started new initiatives 
on campus, such as Public Health 
Equity Week and Black August 
Social. 

Attorneys Raina Anderson 
and Julian D. Miller, co-found-
ers of the Reuben V. Anderson 

Center for Justice, welcomed 
each graduate forward in turn 
to receive special presentations: 
plaques, personalized graduation 
cards, an inscribed briefcase, a 
parent’s gift bag, and a check to 
help them along their way. Miller 
stressed over and over that these 
young, now graduated scholars, 
are not just the best and bright-

est in the country, but that they 
are extraordinary humans. From 
memory, he shared the full bio of 
each honoree. Attorney Miller is 
like that – remind him of a meet-
ing with a prospective student 
fi ve years ago, and he will tell 
you the student’s mothers name, 

The Supreme Court’s deci-
sion in Louisiana v. Callais, 
handed down April 29, 2026, 
did not just alter one state’s 
congressional map. It imme-
diately reshaped the legal ter-
rain for voting rights across the 
South, including Mississippi, 
where leaders, advocates, and 
lawmakers are now preparing 
for what comes next. 

In Mississippi, Gover-
nor Tate Reeves has tenta-
tively called a special session 
for May 20, triggered by the 
Court’s ruling and tied to judi-
cial redistricting issues already 
under federal scrutiny. 

Lawmakers will enter this 
session with a new legal real-
ity, federal protections against 
racial vote dilution have been 
signifi cantly weakened. 

What the Supreme Court 
Actually Changed 

At the heart of the ruling is 
a shift in legal standards. The 
Court now requires plaintiff s 
to prove intentional discrimi-
nation, not just discriminatory 
outcomes, when challenging 
maps under the Voting Rights 
Act. 

That seemingly technical 
change has sweeping implica-
tions. 

Maps that reduce Black rep-
resentation may still be legal. 

States can justify maps as 
“partisan,” even if racial ef-
fects are clear. 

Legal challenges become far 
harder to win. 

In practical terms, dilution 
of the Black vote can now oc-
cur in ways that are harder to 
challenge in court. 

The ruling took eff ect im-
mediately upon issuance 
(April 29, 2026). Louisiana of-
fi cials moved quickly; 

The state halted counting 

congressional primary votes; 
Lawmakers must now draw 

a new, court-compliant 
map before elections proceed 

The legislature’s task is 
complex because it: 

removes race as a primary 
factor in map drawing 

Avoid triggering new consti-
tutional challenges 

and still meet election dead-
lines. 

This scramble off ers a pre-
view of what other states, in-
cluding Mississippi may face. 

Mississippi currently has 
one majority Black congres-
sional district. The Court’s 
decision opens the door to 
eliminating or weakening such 
districts. 

C o n g r e s s m a n  B e n n i e 
Thompson responded bluntly, 
calling the decision, “a direct 
assault on the voting rights 
movement.” 

His warning refl ects a 
broader fear, that Black politi-
cal power could be fragmented 
across districts, reducing the 
ability to elect candidates of 
choice. 

State Senator Derrick Sim-
mons, in a statement pub-
lished in The Mississippi Link, 
warned of the deeper implica-
tions. He described the ruling 
as, “an attack on decades of 
progress” and cautioned that it 
would allow states to, “dilute 
the voting strength of Black 
communities under the guise 
of neutrality.” 

His statement underscores 
a central concern that modern 
vote dilution will not look like 
Jim Crow laws, but will oper-
ate through redistricting math 
and legal thresholds. 

The NAACP and its Legal 
Defense Fund and other orga-
nizations are already mobiliz-
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at Risk: How the 

Louisiana Ruling Echoes 
Across Mississippi

Reuben V. Anderson Center for 
Justice honors excellence 

Eagle Queen Graduates Honored for Achievement and “the people they are.” 
 By Christopher Young
Contributing Writer
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Black Americans face a new fi ght for racial 
representation after justices’ Voting Rights Act ruling

Attorney Edward Blackmon Jr., 78, a civil rights attorney and a former state representative, right, and his son, 
State Sen. Bradford Blackmon, D-Canton, review a 2022 redistricting map in their law offi ce in Canton, Miss., 
Friday, May 1, 2026. AP PHOTO/ROGELIO V. SOLIS

By Leah Willingham, Jack Brook, 
Sophie Bates and Jeff Amy
Associated Press

Raina Anderson, Esq., Co-Founder 
of RVAC and Julian Miller, Esq., 
Founding Director of RVAC.

Anderson, Dr. Charles H. Holmes, Graduate Charles 
Williams, Miller.

Amanda G. Alexander, Esq., Anderson, Miller, and 
Graduate Sasha Lewis.

Dr. Lawren Long, Anderson, Graduate Wykendrick Jones, Miller.

Anderson, Graduate Morgan Stanley, Miller, Woods, 
Celestial Gordon Griffi n, Long.

Anderson, Mrs. Ida M. Guice, Graduate Ni-Lah Jones, 
Miller, LeBroderick A. Woods, Executive Director 
RVAC, Long.

By Othor Cain
Contributing Writer



 Jackson State University hon-
ored its Spring 2026 graduate 
class during commencement 
exercises at the Lee E. Williams 
Athletics and Assembly Center, 
celebrating students whose aca-
demic journeys refl ected perse-
verance, global scholarship and 
personal triumph. 

JSU’s 14th president, Denise 
Jones Gregory, Ph.D., presided 
over her fi rst commencement 
ceremony since being named in 
April. She said the Spring 2026 

graduating class refl ects the uni-
versity’s mission of academic 
excellence, leadership develop-

ment and student success, not-
ing that the graduates continue 
to demonstrate resilience and 

readiness to serve communities 
locally and globally. 

“Jackson State University is 
proud to celebrate the Class of 
2026 and all they have accom-
plished to reach this moment,” 
said Gregory.  “Commencement 
is a special time on our campus. 
It marks the work our students 
have put in and the people who 
supported them along the way. 
We are grateful to everyone who 
helped make this moment pos-
sible and look forward to recog-
nizing our graduates as they step 
into this next chapter.” 

The ceremony featured key-

note remarks from Dr. Jelani 
C. Zarif at the Jackson State 
University Spring 2026 Gradu-
ate Commencement Ceremony, 
who encouraged graduates to 
embrace resilience, purpose and 
long-term growth. 

“It’s not necessarily a sprint; 
it’s a journey—and the jour-
ney is worth it,” said Zarif, 
an award-winning researcher 
who holds the Robert E. Mey-
erhoff  endowed professorship 
at the Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity School of Medicine, Sidney 
Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer 
Center. He urged graduates to 

reframe challenges as prepara-
tion for leadership and impact. 

“There will be moments when 
the path feels uncertain,” he 
said, emphasizing that success 
is built through sustained eff ort 
and perseverance. “But those 
moments are not meant to break 
you—they are meant to build 
you.” 

Zarif also challenged gradu-
ates to view their degrees as a 
call to service. “Your degree 
is not just a personal achieve-
ment— it is a responsibility to 
serve, to lead and to uplift oth-
ers.” 
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Women for Progress of MS, 
Inc., in partnership with the Two 
Mississippi Museums, will host 
the city’s annual Kwanzaa Cel-
ebration at the Two Museums,  
Friday, December 26, 2025, at 
5:30 p.m. 

The event is free and open to 
the public and will bring togeth-
er local communities to honor 
African American heritage and 
the principles.  

Jackson Mayor John Horhn 
will serve as the 2025 Kwan-

zaa Griot. Griots are guides for 
Kwanzaa, and their roles are root-
ed in respect for them as commu-
nity storytellers, historians, and 
cultural keepers who preserve 
and share heritage through spo-
ken word and music. 

“For more than four decades, 
Kwanzaa has been a cornerstone 
of our work,” said Willie Jones, 
President of Women for Progress 
of MS, Inc. “Partnering with the 
Two Mississippi Museums al-
lows us to celebrate culture in a 
space that honors our past and 

strengthens our future through 
community connection.” 

The program will also hon-
or Dr. Mark G. Henderson, 
founder of MADDRAMA, 
a nationally recognized cre-
ative troupe founded at Jackson 
State University and is known 
for its powerful use of artistic 
expression to educate, inspire, 
and engage audiences across the 
country. 

The evening will feature live 
cultural performances, food, and 
interactive activities for all ages.  

As the end-of-the-year holi-
days approach, Jackson-Med-
gar Wiley Evers International 
Airport (JAN) is preparing for 
what is expected to be a very 
busy two-week travel period. 
Peak travel is set to begin Fri-
day, December 19th, and con-
tinue through Sunday, January 
4th.  

“At JMAA, our great part-
ners at TSA and FAA, along 
with experienced JMAA staff, 
strive to make travelers com-
fortable knowing that their safe 
and effi cient travel is of para-
mount importance at JAN,” 
said Rosa Beckett, CEO at the 
Jackson Municipal Airport Au-
thority. “We endeavor each day 
to deliver exceptional travel 
experiences for all guests and 
will continue to ensure your 
journey through JAN is as 
seamless as possible. We wish 
all our Mississippi travelers 
and visitors a great holiday sea-
son and 2026.” 

To ensure a smooth travel 
experience during this busy 
holiday period, the Jackson 
Municipal Airport Authority 
(JMAA) encourages all pas-
sengers to arrive at least two 
(2) hours before their fl ight 
departures. This allows ample 
time for parking and security 

procedures and permits travel-
ers to grab a bite to eat, enjoy 
a beverage, or pick up any last-
minute travel essentials on both 
the East and West concourses. 
JAN boasts several nationally 
recognized concession loca-
tions, including Dunkin’ and 
Sam Adams.  

JAN’s world-class airlines, 
including American, Delta, 
Southwest, and United, still 
have some seats remaining for 
any last-minute travelers. So, 
don’t hesitate to contact them 
or your favorite travel planning 
professionals for trip options. 
To get the latest travel informa-
tion and updates, passengers 
can follow Jackson-Medgar 
Wiley Evers International Air-
port on social media channels 
@JacksonAirports or visit 
www.iFlyJackson.com. For 
inquiries regarding permitted 
holiday items and Transporta-
tion Security Administration 
checkpoint rules, please visit 
www.TSA.gov. 

Jackson-Medgar Wiley 
Evers International Airport of-
fers a wide range of convenient 
parking options to meet pas-
sengers’ needs, including: 

 • Garage parking: $19 per 
day (at the terminal) 

 • Surface lot: $17 per day (a 
short few minutes’ walk into 
the terminal) 

• Long-term lot: $13 per day 
(with free shuttle service) 

 • Complimentary 10-minute 
parking in any lot; hourly fees 
begin at 11 minutes  

For added convenience, JAN 
continues to provide free Cell 
Phone parking as visitors await 
arriving passengers. This loca-
tion is accessible by turning 
left on Cross Street, just before 
International Drive splits at the 
surface lot. The Parking De-
partment at JAN can be reached 
directly for real-time holiday 
availability and additional in-
formation at 601.360.8690. 

 Happy Holidays to all and 
thanks for fl ying JAN!  
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Kwanzaa celebration invites 
communities to an evening 

of culture and connection in 
the Capital City 

JMAA expects a busy end-of-
the-year holiday travel period 

for Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers 
International Airport (JAN)
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JSU’s Graduate Commencement speaker inspires 
scholars to see degrees as pathways to leadership

Dr. Jelani C. Zarif , graduate  commencement speaker and JSU Presi-
dent,  Dr. Denise Jones Gregory

By Anthony Howard 
and Jatavian Walker
Jackson State University

PHOTO BY ANTHONY HOWARD



ing. 
The NAACP is condemning the ruling 

as a rollback of civil rights protections. 
It is exploring state-level Voting Rights 
Acts as a workaround to a weakened fed-
eral law. Leaders with the Mississippi 
branch NAACP have vowed to continue 
litigation and advocacy, framing the fi ght 
as a continuation of the civil rights era 
struggles. Organizers say, “while federal 
legal avenues have narrowed, the battle is 
shifting to state courts, state laws, and po-

litical organizing.” 
Here’s What You Should Know 
Vote dilution rarely announces itself. It 

works through: 
“Cracking”: splitting Black voters 

across districts 
“Packing”: concentrating them into a 

single district 
Reframing race as partisanship 
Under the new legal framework, these 

tactics may persist while becoming harder 
to challenge. 

As Mississippi approaches its May 20 
special session, the stakes are unusually 
clear. 

The Court has not eliminated the Vot-
ing Rights Act, but it has redefi ned how 
it works. And in doing so, it has shifted 
power back to state legislatures. 

The question now is not whether maps 
will change. It is whether those changes 
will quietly reshape political power and 
whether the communities most aff ected 
will have the legal tools left to fi ght back. 
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what they were wearing, and what the weather was 
like that day. It is crystal clear that he received 
Justice Reuben V. Anderson’s charge to him years 
ago, “treat them special.” He knows these students 
and he loves these students and thinks of them like 
they’re his own children. 

In order of recognition, and as pictured above: 
Mr. Wykendrick Jones received The Dr. Johnny 

B. Gilleylen Trailblazer in Public Policy Award 
Miss Sasha Lewis received The Amanda G. Al-

exander Trailblazer in Law Award 
Miss Ni-Lah Jones received The Ida M. Guice 

Trailblazer in Law Award 
Mr. Charles Williams received The Dr. Charles 

H. Holmes Trailblazer in Law Award 
Mr. Morgan Stanley received The Congressman 

Bennie G. Thompson Changemaker Award 
Miss Nayla McClure received The Constance 

Slaughter-Harvey Trailblazer in Law and Advo-
cacy Award 

Mr. Justin Williams received The Isaac K. Byrd 
Trailblazer in Law and Advocacy Award 

Miss Logan McClinton received The Judge De-
nise S. Owens Trailblazer in Law Award 

Mr. Ajani Crenshaw received The Marquise S. 
Hunt Memorial Award with National Distinction 

Mr. Jermarius Everett received The Award of 
Merit 

Miss Herlancia Miller received The Award of 
Merit 

Miss Epiphany Hobbs received The Award of 
Merit 

Miss Sydney Armstrong received The Award of 
Merit 

Former faculty member and Chairwoman of Tou-
galoo’s Political Science Department, Dr. Wanda 

McGowan, received The Dr. Bettye Parker Smith 
Excellence in Teaching Award. Dr. McGowan’s 
son, Calvin McGowan, now in law school at the 
University of Mississippi, received The Director’s 
Award for Distinguished Service. And, lastly, The 

Reuben V. Anderson Distinguished Service Award 
– kept secret until the moment it was presented – 
was awarded to Mrs. Celestial Gordon Griffi  n, a 
Tougaloo alumna, and leader of the Harvesting 
Hope program for single mothers in the Delta. 

Reuben V. Anderson
Continued from page 1
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Healthcare with us, 
FMOLHealth.org

FMOL Health is one connected health system, where excellence 
meets empathy, and you always feel seen and understood. We 
healthcare with purpose, compassion and great love. Wherever you 
meet us, you’ll find the same promise: the best care possible.  

FMOL HEALTH OUR LADY OF THE LAKE | FMOL HEALTH OUR LADY OF LOURDES | FMOL HEALTH ST. DOMINIC | FMOL HEALTH ST. FRANCIS

HAPPY
TO HEAL,
Y’ALL

Anderson, Graduate Nayla McClure, Miller, Woods, 
Griffi n, Long.

Anderson, Graduate Jermarius 
Everett, Miller.

Anderson, Graduate Logan McClinton, Miller, 
Woods, Long.

Anderson, Graduate Epiphany Hobbs, Miller, Woods, 
Long.

Anderson, Isaac K. Byrd, Esq. Graduate Justin Wil-
liams, Miller.

Anderson, Graduate Herlancia Miller, Atty. Miller, 
Woods, Long.

Anderson, Graduate Ajani Crenshaw, Miller.

Anderson, Graduate Sydney Armstrong, Miller, Long, Woods.

Anderson, Dr. Wanda McGowen, Miller, Woods, 
Long. 

Anderson, Miss Aniyah Griffi n, Celestial Gordon 
Griffi n, Miller, Woods, Long. 
ALL PHOTOS: CHRISTOPHER YOUNG 



Tougaloo College celebrates 2026 commencement 
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Tougaloo College  held its 
annual Baccalaureate service 
on campus, honoring its 2026 
graduates Sunday, May 3, 2026,  
in the Historic Woodworth Cha-
pel at 8:00 A.M.  The Reverend 
Reginald Buckley, pastor of 
Cade Chapel M. B. Church was 
the keynote  speaker.  

The  Commencement Cer-
emony was held at 10:00 am 
on Campus Green which is lo-
cated in front of the chapel. The 
featured speaker was Demond 
Martin, CEO and co-founder of 
WellWithAll. 

President Donzell Lee stated,  
“Today marks a milestone not 
only for our graduates, but for 
every family, faculty member, 
and community supporter who 
invested in their journey. The 
Class of 2026 carries forward 
more than 150 years of Touga-
loo’s legacy of excellence, ser-
vice, and social justice.” Rev. Reginald Buckley, Baccalaureate Speaker   Demond Martin, Commencement Speaker
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Property & Casualty Companies
Abstract of the Annual Statement

as of December 31, 2025 
21st Century Casualty Co.

3 Beaver Valley Road
Wilmington, DE  19803

Total Assets .............................$ 42,116,380
Total Liabilities .........................$ 28,193,846  
Capital Stock ..............................$3,300,000
Surplus Funds .........................$ 10,622,534
Total Capital & Surplus ............$ 13,922,534 
Total Liabilities, Surplus & Other Funds
.................................................$ 42,116,380

Mississippi Insurance Department
I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct ab-
stract of the above-name company filed with the Missis-
sippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 
company on December 31, 2025.

Mike Chaney
Commissioner of Insurance

Property & Casualty Companies
Abstract of the Annual Statement

as of December 31, 2025 
21st Century Centennial Insurance Co.

6301 Owensmouth Avenue
Woodland Hills, CA  91367

Total Assets ...........................$ 251,027,945
Total Liabilities ...........................$ 8,063,226  
Capital Stock ..............................$4,200,000
Surplus Funds .......................$ 238,764,719
Total Capital & Surplus ..........$ 242,964,719 
Total Liabilities, Surplus & Other Funds
...............................................$ 251,027,945

Mississippi Insurance Department
I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct ab-
stract of the above-name company filed with the Missis-
sippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 
company on December 31, 2025.

Mike Chaney
Commissioner of Insurance

Property & Casualty Companies
Abstract of the Annual Statement

as of December 31, 2025 
21st Century Insurance  Co.
6301 Owensmouth Avenue
Woodland Hills, CA  91367

Total Assets ........................$ 1,242,751,344
Total Liabilities ...........................$ 5,373,675  
Capital Stock ..............................$3,000,000
Surplus Funds ....................$ 1,234,377,669
Total Capital & Surplus .......$ 1,237,377,669 
Total Liabilities, Surplus & Other Funds
............................................$ 1,242,751,344

Mississippi Insurance Department
I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct ab-
stract of the above-name company filed with the Missis-
sippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 
company on December 31, 2025.

Mike Chaney
Commissioner of Insurance

Property & Casualty Companies
Abstract of the Annual Statement

as of December 31, 2025 
21st Century North America Insurance Co.

6301 Owensmouth Avenue
Woodland Hills, CA  91367

Total Assets ...........................$ 698,593,022
Total Liabilities ...........................$ 5,512,807  
Capital Stock ..............................$5,000,000
Surplus Funds .......................$ 688,080,215
Total Capital & Surplus ..........$ 693,080,215 
Total Liabilities, Surplus & Other Funds
...............................................$ 698,593,022

Mississippi Insurance Department
I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct ab-
stract of the above-name company filed with the Missis-
sippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 
company on December 31, 2025.

Mike Chaney
Commissioner of Insurance

Property & Casualty Companies
Abstract of the Annual Statement

as of December 31, 2025 
21st Century Premier Insurance Co.

6301 Owensmouth Avenue
Woodland Hills, CA  91367

Total Assets ...........................$ 125,949,066
Total Liabilities ...........................$ 7,330,953  
Capital Stock ..............................$4,200,000
Surplus Funds ....................... $ 114,418,113
Total Capital & Surplus .......... $ 118,618,113 
Total Liabilities, Surplus & Other Funds
...............................................$ 125,949,066

Mississippi Insurance Department
I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct ab-
stract of the above-name company filed with the Missis-
sippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 
company on December 31, 2025.

Mike Chaney
Commissioner of Insurance

Property & Casualty Companies
Abstract of the Annual Statement

as of December 31, 2025 
Acadia Insurance Co.

P.O. Box 9010
Westbrook, ME  04098-5010

Total Assets ...........................$ 238,880,642
Total Liabilities .......................$ 177,708,882  
Capital Stock ..............................$5,000,000
Surplus Funds .........................$ 56,171,760
Total Capital & Surplus ............$ 61,171,760 
Total Liabilities, Surplus & Other Funds
...............................................$ 238,880,642

Mississippi Insurance Department
I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct ab-
stract of the above-name company filed with the Missis-
sippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 
company on December 31, 2025.

Mike Chaney
Commissioner of Insurance

Property & Casualty Companies
Abstract of the Annual Statement

as of December 31, 2025 
Accelerant National Insurance Co.

400 Northridge Dr., Ste. 800
Sandy Springs, GA  30350

Total Assets ...........................$ 778,778,314
Total Liabilities .......................$ 668,132,539  
Capital Stock ..............................$4,200,665
Surplus Funds .......................$ 106,445,110
Total Capital & Surplus ..........$ 110,645,775 
Total Liabilities, Surplus & Other Funds
...............................................$ 778,778,314

Mississippi Insurance Department
I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct ab-
stract of the above-name company filed with the Missis-
sippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 
company on December 31, 2025.

Mike Chaney
Commissioner of Insurance

Property & Casualty Companies
Abstract of the Annual Statement

as of December 31, 2025 
Accident Fund General Insurance Co.

P O Box 40790
Lansing, MI  48901-7990

Total Assets ...........................$ 296,946,618
Total Liabilities .......................$ 170,118,638  
Capital Stock ..............................$4,500,000
Surplus Funds .......................$ 122,327,980
Total Capital & Surplus ..........$ 126,827,980 
Total Liabilities, Surplus & Other Funds
...............................................$ 296,946,618

Mississippi Insurance Department
I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct ab-
stract of the above-name company filed with the Missis-
sippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 
company on December 31, 2025.

Mike Chaney
Commissioner of Insurance

Property & Casualty Companies
Abstract of the Annual Statement

as of December 31, 2025 
Accident Fund Insurance Co.  of America

P O Box 40790
Lansing, MI  48901-7990

Total Assets ........................$ 6,458,067,658
Total Liabilities ....................$ 4,343,446,928  
Capital Stock ..............................$3,000,000
Surplus Funds .................... $ 2,111,620,730
Total Capital & Surplus .......$ 2,114,620,730 
Total Liabilities, Surplus & Other Funds
............................................$ 6,458,067,658

Mississippi Insurance Department
I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct ab-
stract of the above-name company filed with the Missis-
sippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 
company on December 31, 2025.

Mike Chaney
Commissioner of Insurance

Property & Casualty Companies
Abstract of the Annual Statement

as of December 31, 2025 
Accident Fund National Insurance Co.

P O Box 40790
Lansing, MI  48901-7990

Total Assets ...........................$ 176,465,800
Total Liabilities .........................$ 79,328,817  
Capital Stock ..............................$3,000,000
Surplus Funds .........................$ 94,136,983
Total Capital & Surplus ............$ 97,136,983 
Total Liabilities, Surplus & Other Funds
...............................................$ 176,465,800

Mississippi Insurance Department
I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct ab-
stract of the above-name company filed with the Missis-
sippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 
company on December 31, 2025.

Mike Chaney
Commissioner of Insurance

Property & Casualty Companies
Abstract of the Annual Statement

as of December 31, 2025 
Accident Insurance Co. , Inc.

7100 Menaul Blvd. NE, Suite B
Albuquerque, NM  87110

Total Assets .............................$ 97,750,681
Total Liabilities .........................$ 76,177,725  
Capital Stock ..............................$2,565,753
Surplus Funds .........................$ 19,007,203
Total Capital & Surplus ............$ 21,572,956 
Total Liabilities, Surplus & Other Funds
.................................................$ 97,750,681

Mississippi Insurance Department
I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct ab-
stract of the above-name company filed with the Missis-
sippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 
company on December 31, 2025.

Mike Chaney
Commissioner of Insurance

Property & Casualty Companies
Abstract of the Annual Statement

as of December 31, 2025 
Accredited Surety and Casualty Co. , Inc.

P.O. Box 140855
Orlando, FL  32814-0855

Total Assets ...........................$ 565,458,868
Total Liabilities .......................$ 482,955,498  
Capital Stock ..............................$4,209,000
Surplus Funds .........................$ 78,294,370
Total Capital & Surplus ............$ 82,503,370 
Total Liabilities, Surplus & Other Funds
...............................................$ 565,458,868

Mississippi Insurance Department
I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct ab-
stract of the above-name company filed with the Missis-
sippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 
company on December 31, 2025.

Mike Chaney
Commissioner of Insurance

Property & Casualty Companies
Abstract of the Annual Statement

as of December 31, 2025 
ACE American Insurance Co.

P.O. Box 1000
Philadelphia, PA  19106

Total Assets ......................$ 35,646,626,831
Total Liabilities ..................$ 29,923,399,338  
Capital Stock ..............................$5,000,000
Surplus Funds ....................$ 5,718,227,493
Total Capital & Surplus .......$ 5,723,227,493 
Total Liabilities, Surplus & Other Funds
..........................................$ 35,646,626,831

Mississippi Insurance Department
I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct ab-
stract of the above-name company filed with the Missis-
sippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 
company on December 31, 2025.

Mike Chaney
Commissioner of Insurance

Property & Casualty Companies
Abstract of the Annual Statement

as of December 31, 2025 
ACE Fire Underwriters Insurance Co.

P.O. Box 1000
Philadelphia, PA  19106

Total Assets ...........................$ 144,914,574
Total Liabilities .........................$ 51,198,730  
Capital Stock ..............................$4,250,000
Surplus Funds .........................$ 89,465,844
Total Capital & Surplus ............$ 93,715,844 
Total Liabilities, Surplus & Other Funds
...............................................$ 144,914,574

Mississippi Insurance Department
I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct ab-
stract of the above-name company filed with the Missis-
sippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 
company on December 31, 2025.

Mike Chaney
Commissioner of Insurance

Property & Casualty Companies
Abstract of the Annual Statement

as of December 31, 2025 
ACE Property and Casualty Insurance Co.

P.O. Box 1000
Philadelphia, PA  19106

Total Assets ......................$ 18,514,681,997
Total Liabilities ..................$ 14,401,325,339  
Capital Stock ............................$10,000,000
Surplus Funds ....................$ 4,103,356,658
Total Capital & Surplus .......$ 4,113,356,658 
Total Liabilities, Surplus & Other Funds
..........................................$ 18,514,681,997

Mississippi Insurance Department
I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct ab-
stract of the above-name company filed with the Missis-
sippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 
company on December 31, 2025.

Mike Chaney
Commissioner of Insurance
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If you do your research, you 
will fi nd out that about 50 per-
cent of businesses fail in the fi rst 
year, and approximately 95 per-
cent of them fail in their fi rst fi ve 
years. Those statistics should 
have all potential business own-

ers concerned, scared, and worried.
Prior to, and even when I established my 

company on January 5, 2004, I possessed all 
three of those emotions and more.

In my opinion, there are several reasons for 
these high failure rates among new business 
owners: 1) Many new business owners assume 
that because they are good at creating an item, 
performing a service, or selling a product, they 
will automatically be good at being a business 
owner in the same fi eld, 2) Some new business 
owners believe that they should never have to be 
involved or physically work in their own busi-
ness, 3) Instead of gradually building the assets 
and inventory as the business progress, many 
new business owners spend unnecessary funds 
in the beginning phase of being established, 4) 
Seldom do new business do research on the 
probability of their business being prosperous, 
and 5) These new business owners typically do 
not seek advice from Business Coaches and/or 
successful business owners.

Opening a business and becoming a success-
ful business owner are not easy things to ac-
complish.

From experience, I have witnessed “busi-
nesses” having no business name, cards, check-
ing account, insurance, licenses, logo, mission 
statement, permits, structure, and the list goes 
on and on.

After countless years of building and coach-
ing thriving businesses and business owners, I 
have compiled a list of 10 steps to start a busi-
ness:

1) Decide on the product you will sell or the 
service you will off er in your business.

2) Decide on a business location (home-
based or brick and mortar).

3) Create a budget for your business start-up 

cost, as well as a plan to accumulate the rev-
enue.

4) Come up with and develop a business 
name, logo, mission statement, slogan, etc. 
Also, make sure to check that your ideas are not 
currently in existence.

5) Determine and choose the most benefi cial 
structure for your business (Corporation, Limit-
ed Liability Company (LLC), Partnership, Sole 
Proprietorship, or a Nonprofi t Organization).

6) Depending on the business structure you 
choose, register your business with your secre-
tary of state’s offi  ce, if applicable.

7) Apply for an Employer Identifi cation 
Number (EIN), all necessary licenses (business, 
privilege, etc.), permits, state tax identifi cation 
numbers (sales, use, withholding, etc.), and 
trademarks.

8) Open up a business checking account, and 
never use your personal account(s) for business 
purposes.

9) Apply for business insurance (errors and 
omissions, surety bonds, workers’ compensa-
tion, etc.).

10) Develop a marketing plan (business 
cards, social media, website, etc.).

Keep in mind, these 10 steps is just the guide-
line to starting your own business.

Upon being established, it will require a lot 
of dedication, hard work, grit, and perseverance 
on your part to not be a part of the high failure 
rates among new business owners.

In addition to everything I just mentioned, 
there is one more thing I recommend you do…
Watch the movie, “The Founder,” starring Mi-
chael Keaton.

In my opinion, every current and potential 
business owner should watch it several times. 
I promise that it will make you view becoming 
and being a business owner very diff erently! 

Tim C. Lee is the CEO & Founder of TCL 
Financial & Tax Services, and the host of “The 
TCL Show” that airs every Monday from 6:00 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. CST on WMPR 90.1 FM in 
Jackson, MS. This is the show that is about 
“You, Life, and Money.” Got an article idea or 
a question you would like answered, e-mail Tim 
at timclee@TCLFinancialTaxServices.com

Want to start a business? 
Follow these 10 Steps

By Tim C. Lee
CEO & Founder of TCL Financial & Tax Services 



May 5, 2026  marks the 50th 
Anniversary of the founding of 
the National Coalition on Black 
Civic Participation (The National 
Coalition/NCBCP). The Na-
tional Coalition was established 
11 years after the passage of the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 to ad-
dress the low voter registration 
and participation rates of Black 
Americans.  

At its inception, The National 
Coalition undertook the respon-

sibility to enfranchise more than 
seven million non-voting Black 
voters who had been locked out of 
the political process. The catalyst 
for the formation of the National 
Coalition was the 1974 election 
when Black voter turnout was 
only 34 percent nationwide. Near-
ly half (48 percent) of the 15 mil-
lion Black voting age population 
was unregistered. 

For over 50 years, the NCBCP 
has been dedicated to building 
Black voting, economic and polit-

ical power, investing in intergera-
tional Black leadership and pro-
tecting civil rights, voting rights, 
workers rights, women’s rights, 
LGBTQIA rights, reproductive 
rights, gender, economic and 
environmental justice for Black 
Americans and the Diaspora. 

Today, that mission is under di-
rect threat. Recent U.S. Supreme 
Court decisions, including Loui-
siana vs. Callais, have further 
dismantled key protections of the 
Voting Rights Act, destroying 

safeguards that once prevented 
discriminatory voting laws and 
making it increasingly diffi  cult 
for Black voters to access the bal-
lot.  

“This is exactly why we must 
unite and fi ght,” said Melanie L. 
Campbell, President & CEO of 
NCBCP and National Convener 
of the Black Women’s Roundta-
ble. “Our right to vote has never 
been freely given, it has always 
been fought for, protected, and 
defended in the courts, in the leg-

islatures and in the streets! These 
voting rights attacks will not go 
unchallenged.  The NCBCP will 
continue to build intergeneration-
al coalitions, strategize, organize, 
mobilize and empower our people 
to raise our voices, leverage our 
economic & voting power, and 
invest in the next generation to 
lead the fi ght for the liberation 
of our people. Black people built 
this country. We are not going 
anywhere, and we will NOT be 
erased!” 
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On May 20, 2021, during 
Asian Pacifi c American Heri-
tage Month, President Joe Biden 
signed into law the COVID-19 
Hate Crimes Act, which aimed 
to make hate crime reporting 
more accessible at local and 
state levels amidst a spike in 
anti-Asian hatred.  

But fi ve years on, anti-Asian 
hate incidents remain high – 
nearly 3 times pre-pandemic 
levels. This week, at the start of 
Asian American, Native Hawai-
ian, and Pacifi c Islander Heri-
tage Month, American Com-
munity Media is partnering with 
Advancing Justice—AAJC to 
discuss the continuing spikes 
in hate crimes and incidents, 5 
years after Biden signed the Act.  

Friday, May 1, 2026, AcoM’s 
Sunita Rohrabji, moderated a 
panel discussion with four ex-
perts on the topic, which also 
included a discussion of Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s recent ti-
rade against Indian Americans 
and Chinese Americans, and 
the spikes in hate crimes and 
incidents targeting other minor-
ity communities. Over 70 jour-
nalists and global media outlets 
participated in the briefi ng.  

She laid out statistics from the 
FBI’s Uniform Crime Report-
ing Program in 2025, before in-
troducing the speakers. “There 
were 5,810 race and ethnicity 
hate crimes reported, 291 tar-
geted Asian Americans, 241 tar-
geted Sikhs, 214 targeted Mus-
lims, 34 targeted Buddhists,31 
targeted Hindus, and 20 targeted 

Native Hawaiian and Pacifi c Is-
landers -a total 833 hate crimes 
targeting the AA and API com-
munity. It is noted that these 
crimes are underreported. Black 
people continue to be the over-
whelming majority of victims in 
bias related crimes with 2,792 
hate crimes reported to the UCR 
program. Anti-Semitic also 
remains rampant, with 1,395 
crimes targeting Jewish people.” 

John C. Yang, President and 
Executive Director, of Asian 
Americans Advancing Jus-
tice (AAJC). “This year marks 
AAJC’s 35th anniversary…
progress has been made, but not 
enough…we currently have a 
President of the United States 
who is adding fuel to the fi re 
by denigrating others…the no-
tion of who is an American is 
under attack through the admin-
istration’s attempt to eliminate 
birthright citizenship. They have 
directed this notion that some-
how the white majorities are 
the people being discriminated 
against, and that that’s where the 
eff orts should be, rather than on 

inclusion, rather than on equity, 
rather than on diversity.” 

Yang continued, “The other 
thing is that this stereotype of 
us being perpetual foreigners, 
Asian Americans being perpetu-
al foreigners that can never be-
come American has resurfaced 
even though it has never gone 
away. Right-wing radio hosts 
saying that we somehow pres-
ent a national security or eco-
nomic security risk to the United 
States. We have seen this play 
book before whether it is dur-
ing World War II with the incar-
ceration of Japanese Americans, 
post 911 with the targeting of 
Arab Muslims, Middle Eastern 
and South Asian Americans, and 
even back to the Chinese Exclu-
sion Act - when Chinese railroad 
workers helped to produce the 
trans-continental railroad.” 

Sohrabji asked Yang about the 
recent SCOTUS ruling on Sec-
tion 2 of the Voting Rights Act. 
“Is this an attempt to largely 
erase minority communities? 
Yang responded, “That is abso-
lutely correct…we have a Su-

preme Court that is suggesting 
that discrimination is against the 
white majority, rather than what 
all of us are feeling.” 

Journalist Laszlo Bartus 
asked about the false belief that 
Asians are not fully American, 
and Yang indicated, “part of the 
false belief is that we look dif-
ferent, we are in some ways the 
most recent to come to America, 
we are newer, we look foreign to 
older white Americans who are 
not new. We continue to work 
bilaterally; to educate and be in 
community with others and help 
them understand we have the 
same goals, ideals, and values. 
We are a nation of ideals, not of 
blood or ethnicity.” 

Mannirmal Kaur, Senior Fed-
eral Policy Manager, at the Sikh 
Coalition, shared, “We were 
founded almost 25 years ago 
in response to the wave of hate 
violence after 911 as Americans 
confl ated turbans and beards, 
which are articles of faithed kept 
by many Sikhs, as well as other 
ethnic and cultural characteris-
tics, with terrorism.” Later in the 

briefi ng, in response to questions 
about fear that communities are 
experiencing, she shared, “when 
you look at everything that this 
Administration is trying to do 
to box other communities out of 
public life and essentially limit 
their access to essential services, 
it is hard to imagine those ac-
tions would not be having an im-
pact on communities like ours.” 

Panelist Sameer Hossain, 
Managing Director, Muslim 
Public Aff airs Council, “We’ve 
seen year to years rises in vio-
lence against our communities. 
None of this is new. The en-
vironment now is particularly 
disturbing.” He shared stories 
conveying that violence is be-
ing perpetrated against those 
with South Asian decent and 
had nothing to do with 911. Ig-
norance led to hate crimes in the 
stories he shared. “These crimes 
are happening because of the 
‘otherizing’ of various commu-
nities that are often underrepre-
sented across our society and in 
diff erent levels of government.”  

Hossain continued, “Why in-

cidents are not under-reported, 
1) communities are unaware of 
what to report and how to do so, 
2) there is a trust defi cit between 
communities and law enforce-
ment agencies, and 3) lack of 
responsiveness. I believe the 
solutions are, 1) Be informed, 2) 
Find ways to build relationships 
with local law enforcement, 
and 3) Encourage everyone to 
engage with local elected offi  -
cials.” 

Stephanie Chan, Director of 
Data & Research, Stop AAPI 
Hate (Anti-Asian and Anti-
Asian Pacifi c Islander). “Since 
starting out tracking of AAPI 
hate incidents in 2023, we have 
seen these incidents are consis-
tently high. In 2025 half of those 
surveyed reported they had ex-
perienced hate due to their race 
or ethnicity or nationality, and 
much of this is intersectional 
with anti-religious hate. From 
2020-2025 we have seen a shift 
from hearing attackers blaming 
Asian people for COVID, to 
saying, ‘Trump should deport 
you’, and as others have shared, 
the crimes are underreported. In 
our survey, only 22% reported 
the hate incidents they expe-
rience.” She recommended a 
book, American Peril, by Scott 
Kurashige, to learn more about 
the violent history of anti-Asian 
racism. 

To view this entire briefi ng, 
go to https://americancommu-
nitymedia.org/media-briefi ngs/
hate-crimes-continue-to-rise-
despite-federal-legislation.  

Hate Crimes continue to rise, 
despite federal legislation 

In Partnership with American Community Media - National Briefi ng Series
 By Christopher Young
Contributing Writer 
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Black Ameri-
cans are more 
likely than 
Americans of 
other races to 
live with chron-
ic conditions 

like HIV. They also dispro-
portionately struggle to aff ord 
the often-expensive treatments 
needed to manage those condi-
tions. 

So, it’s hardly surprising that 
Black voters care about politi-
cians’ proposals to bring down 
healthcare costs more than any 
other group. 

Most of those proposals are 
well-intentioned. But they are 
not all equally benefi cial. Re-
cent eff orts to impose price 
controls on prescription drugs 
threaten to harm the very pa-
tients they are meant to help. 

Consider former President 
Biden’s signature Infl ation Re-
duction Act, which gave Medi-
care the power to set prices 
on brand-name medicines for 
chronic conditions like dia-
betes, autoimmune disease, 
or cancer -- all diseases that 
Black patients disproportion-
ately struggle with. 

These price controls promise 
short-term cost savings. But 
they threaten to erase the much 
larger savings that patients 
with chronic illness would oth-
erwise see over their lifetimes. 
That’s because price controls 
disincentivize companies from 
developing new medicines to 
compete against existing popu-
lar treatments for serious con-
ditions. 

Consider HIV. According 
to the CDC, more than 1.2 
million people in the United 
States are living with HIV, 
and roughly 31,000 new in-
fections still occur each year. 
In the 1980s, these diagnoses 
would have been a death sen-
tence. Today, they represent a 
manageable chronic illness -- a 
direct result of decades of sus-
tained research and investment 
in antiretroviral development, 
long-acting injectables, and 
prevention tools like PrEP. 

HIV treatments are cheaper 
and more accessible now than 
ever. That’s not because of 
government intervention, but 
because of the price wars that 
resulted as companies intro-
duced competing therapies and 
battled for market share. 

In fact, had the government 
prematurely intervened, those 
competing treatments might 
never have reached patients, 
who would still be stuck pay-
ing vastly higher prices. 

That is precisely the risk our 
leaders are now taking. Many 
companies are already scaling 
back research because of the 
IRA’s price controls. Since the 
law’s passage in 2022, biotech 
fi rms have canceled at least 55 
research programs. 

That is especially dangerous 
for the Black community. Black 
patients have historically been 
overlooked by the research es-
tablishment. If companies are 
forced to scale back research, 
it is likely that treatments for 
smaller and more marginalized 
patient populations will face 
the greatest risks of being cut. 

The Trump administration, 

meanwhile, continues to push 
for its so-called “Most Favored 
Nation” policy that would tie 
U.S. drug prices to the lower 
prices arbitrarily set by foreign 
governments. 

The consequences could be 
severe. “Most Favored Nation” 
pricing would dramatically re-
duce companies’ revenues on 
both new and existing medi-
cines, decimating resources for 
future research and develop-
ment. Researchers project that, 
if imposed on Medicare and 
Medicaid alone, such policies 
could cut research spending 
nearly in half, leading to over 
200 fewer new medicines over 
the coming decade. 

And there are also access 
risks. In countries that rely 
heavily on price controls, pa-
tients often face delayed and 
restricted access to drugs. 
Black communities in the 
United States already face bar-
riers to consistent care and ad-
herence to treatment. Import-
ing foreign countries’ price 
controls would inevitably have 
ripple eff ects across our health-
care system, worsening these 
disparities. 

Health equity is not just 
about lowering today’s price 
tag. It is also about protecting 
tomorrow’s cures. Black com-
munities deserve reforms that 
do both, not price controls that 
promise cost relief while sacri-
fi cing future breakthroughs. 

Guy Anthony is the president 
and CEO of Black, Gifted & 
Whole. This article originally 
appeared in the Washington 
Blade. 

We have all 
heard the expres-
sion, “my way 
or the highway”. 
Some say it was 
popularized by 
the great football 

coach Bill Parcells. 
It’s an expression that is not 

left up to a lot of interpreta-
tion. Simply put, it’s my call, 
not your call; I’m in charge, 
not you; It’s my rule and you 
don’t have a say. Taking a hard-
line approach to things doesn’t 
endear you to people. You keep 
them on the outside and their 
opinions don’t matter. 

We have been at a crossroads 
in our American politics to-

day. This impasse has hurt the 
people that live in the great-
est country in the world. As I 
see it, there are no pathways to 
seeking compromise, at least 
not now. 

I have grown weary and 
worn over the approaches that 
some of our elected offi  cials 
have taken. For instance, some 
states are anti-everything. 
Equality and diverse thinking 
are not welcomed or wanted. 

Some states especially in the 
South are heavily in favor of 
one party. They are greatly in-
fl uenced by the current admin-
istration. I don’t mind so much 
that one party has all the cards. 

What troubles me greatly 
is their brand of politics. It’s 
extreme and punitive. Laws 
are not laws as they are more 

punishment. Roadblocks are 
created that hamper forward 
thinking. Rolling back the 
clock seems to be number one 
on their agenda. 

Making it more diffi  cult to 
vote is high on each state’s list 
of don’ts. Voting should not be 
a cumbersome process. Our 
ancestors fought and died to 
have the right to vote. 

Most recently, the Supreme 
Court is trying to marginalize 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
Plainly stated, the Black voting 
district in Louisiana is being 
challenged. Pundits say that 
this will not have an impact on 
the 2026 midterm elections but 
will be impactful in the 2028 
presidential election. We will 
see what happens. However 
please know and understand 

that your vote matters. 
Do not be discouraged by 

the ploys deployed to minimize 
our votes. Keep voting and stay 
emotionally strong. 

Why is compromise so hard 
to reach in today’s politics? 
Many believe that fear and dis-
trust play a big role in what is 
happening today in our coun-
try. People in power fear what 
might happen to them if they 
are in the minority. They fear 
discrimination. 

If you are in a certain age 
group, you know about dis-
crimination. It was always 
having to sign one more form 
or see one more person. It 
was never enough and always 
something else. 

Trust in today’s landscape 
is almost nonexistent. Giving 

a person or group the benefi t 
of the doubt does not happen 
much anymore. It is, I have 
mine and you get yours the 
best way you can. I don’t care. 

Mean speech and bad be-
havior have permeated the 
countryside. It is a landfi ll of 
negativity that has happened 
over the past several months. 
We have distanced ourselves 
from right and are wallowing 
in wrong. 

Trouble won’t last always 
and it will not take a strong-
hold in our lives. Many elected 
to high offi  ces smile falsely 
and have bad intentions. Some 
even carry a Bible as they try 
to make wrong right. 

Now is the time for men and 
women of good will and cour-
age to band together to speak 

up and speak out about what is 
occurring in this country now. 
The color of our skin does not 
matter. What matters is that 
we care and speak up against 
injustice. We can, we must and 
we will overcome.  

We know good from evil. 
Evil is cloaked in meanness, 
hate and retribution. Don’t suc-
cumb to politics that are rooted 
in segregation and dividing 
people. It didn’t work back in 
the day, and it won’t work to-
day. 

America is the world’s leader 
because it embraces diversity, 
equity and inclusion. Respect-
ing and understanding other 
points of view will always be 
the hallmark of the United 
States of America. 

www.themississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS ONLINE AT:

The Compromise in American politics isn’t 
working with many of our country’s lawmakers

Protecting Progress: 
Why innovation matters 

for Black Health
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One cannot 
live without a 
heart, and you 
cannot live a 
long time with-
out a healthy 
heart! 

According to science and 
medical research, taking care 
of the heart is vital to helping 
one live a long time; the earlier 
you start to take care of your 
heart the better chances you 
have of avoiding heart disease 
and living longer. Therefore, 
one is often advised to exer-
cise, adhere to a healthy diet 
like the Mediterranean Diet 
for instance that will pro-
mote healthy cholesterol and 
triglycerides levels, maintain 
proper blood pressure, avoid 
stress, and implement healthy 
sleep patterns, etc. Many peo-
ple go out of their way to take 
care of the heart because they 
understand the health signifi -
cance of benefi ts. So, married 
couples, why not look out for 
each other’s hearts the same 
way. In other words, I am 
proud of you consuming brus-
sels sprouts, grilled chicken 
breast, carrots, and spinach to 
take care of your heart health, 
but what are you doing to take 
care of your spouse’s heart 
health? 

God joined you with your 
spouse – two hearts became 
one –you share one heartbeat. 
Is the heart of your spouse 
and marriage healthy? Or is it 
unhealthy – are your love and 
happiness levels high or low 
with each other and/or they 
on the verge of provoking the 
decimation of your marriage. 

Let’s do a quick marriage 
EKG medical examination:  

Signs that you are not tak-
ing care of your spouse heart – 
you are hurting your spouse’s 
heart:

• Lack empathy. 
• Love is not reciprocated 

– one spouse is doing all the 
pouring and not receiving 

• One-sided love
• Do not prioritize your 

spouse – work, family, 
friends, social media, etc. ex-
cels your spouse

• Little to no fi nancial sup-
port 

• Lack of quality time with 
each other

• Little to no communica-

tion
• Tone is like a Carolina 

Reaper (considered one of the 
hottest peppers) 

• Gas lighting
• Sabotaging
• Giving the silent treatment
• Abandoned/neglected the 

marriage
• Little to no intimacy – do 

not remember the last time 
you…

• Lack patience
• Critical – points out the 

negative only 
• Expect perfection from 

your spouse yet you are by no 
means perfect!

• Do not give your spouse 
space to be human – spouse 
will have some bad days – 
won’t be perfect everyday!

• Secrets
• Indulge in emotional and 

physical aff airs! 
• Abusive
• Sarcastic and short 
• Do not show appreciation! 
• Constantly nags and fi nd 

faults
• Unwilling to admit your 

faults – never apologize 
• Selfi sh – everything is 

about you! 
• Not willing to change for 

the better
• Keeps a record of the past 

– always mentions the past 
negatively

• Married on paper but you 
are living and pursuing a sin-
gle life – do not plan a future 
together. 

Signs that you are taking 
care of your spouse’s heart:

• Pray together daily
• Pray for your spouse/fam-

ily consistently
• Growing as one 
• Committed to each other
• Love is two sided
• Love is active – you have 

an intentional approach to 
showing each other love

• Give each other eye con-
tact – put away technology, 
etc. To avoid distractions! 

• Work together fi nancial-
ly – what is yours is mine – 
should not be me, my or i! 

• Empathize 
• Extend grace and mercy to 

your spouse!
• Hold each other account-

able!
• Admit your faults and go 

out your way to apoligize and 
fi x it

• Prioritize Spouse/Mar-
riage

• Invest quality time with 
each other!

• Engage in eff ective com-
munication/listening!  

• Aff ectionate
• Intimate – meeting each 

other’s sexual needs.
• Consistently illustrate ap-

preciation to each other
• Kind – gentle – approach-

able 
• Frequently utilizes a gen-

tle tone
• Forgives and is patient
• Help your spouse in what-

ever ways you can 
• Celebrate with each other 

often
• Fight for your marriage 

daily 
In conclusion, several years 

ago my doctor informed me 
that if I did not make some 
immediate changes – I would 
die prematurely due to heart 
diseases therefore, I made im-
mediate changes and thank 
God my overall health has 
improved. If you knew that 
your heart was in bad shape, 
would you do nothing about 
it or would you exercise, eat 
healthier, seek medical pre-
scriptions, get stints, heart 
surgeries to help extend your 
life? Many of you would so 
why not do the same for your 
spouse heart – if you are NOT 
taking care of your spouse 
heart – I do not care how long 
you have been married – the 
marriage will eventually die. 
God joined you two together 
and you took vows – there-
fore, please go out your way 
to take care of each other’s 
hearts. You both should fi ght 
to have an extended healthy, 
happy, and loving marriage. 
However, if you are not will-
ing to take care of each other’s 
hearts – may someone else 
will- clock it! 

Contact Dr. LaShunda 
Calvert for speaking engage-
ments (Motivational, Minis-
tering, Marriage Counseling, 
Marriage Workshops, Mar-
riage Seminars, Marriage 
Conferences, etc.) Marriage 
Ministry: The Restoration 
Church, Suite H, Jackson, 
MS. 39206, on: Instagram: 
letsstay2gether4ever (Dr. 
LaShunda Calvert) Face-
book: Dr. LaShunda Calvert 
Email:letsstaytogether4eva@
gmail.com Contact # 601-596-
2528

Maybe someone 
else will

By LaShunda Calvert, Ph.D.
Tips for a Good Marriage

By James B. Ewers Jr. Ed.D.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio
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CEO, Black, Gifted & Whole
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LEGAL

Legal Advertisement Notice: 

RFP#2026-01 

The City of Jackson is soliciting sealed proposals from qualifi ed contractors to provide 
comprehensive landscaping and grounds maintenance services for its transit facilities. 
Proposals must be received by 3:30 PM on June 2, 2026. 

Proposals must be submitted in a sealed envelope or via the City’s electronic procurement 
system at www.jacksonmsbids.com and clearly marked with RFP Number #2026-01. 

A non-mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held on Friday, May 8, 2026, at 2:00 PM CST at 
JTRAN Administrative and Maintenance Facility (JAMF) located at 1785 Highway 80W, 
Jackson, MS 39209.  

Documents can be viewed and obtained by visiting www.jacksonmsbids.com. Documents 
are non-refundable and must be purchased through the website. For questions regarding 
website registration or the bid process, please contact PH Bidding Group at 662-407-0193. 

The City reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, waive informalities or irregularities, 
and award the contract in the best interest of the City. 

This notice was published in accordance with the City of Jackson’s professional service 
procurement policy.Shape 

4/30/2026, 5/7/2026, 5/14/2026, 5/21/2026, 5/28/2026

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT  

ZONING CASE NO. 4328 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council 
of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby 
given to all persons interested in or in any way aff ected thereby, that  Keith Dishmon has 
fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit 
to allow for the placement of a manufactured house within a R-2 (Single-Family & Two-
Family) Residential District on property located at 0 Grant St. (Parcel: 707-109), in the First 
Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as: 

280 FT E & W X 270 FT N & S BEG 170 FT S OF NW COR LOT 19  

SCHROEDERS 3RD SUBN*JD1* 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson 
Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, 
Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, May 27, 2026, at which time all parties interested 
in or aff ected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record 
will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the 
City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property 
within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before 
said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. 
If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will 
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/
hearing impaired. 

DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE 
PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  PLEASE EMAIL 
EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER  FOR THE TELECONFERENCE/
VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO MAY 20, 2026. 

WITNESS my signature this 30TH day of April 2026. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

5/7/2026, 5/21/2026

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE  

ZONING CASE NO. 4329 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council 
of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby 
given to all persons interested in or in any way aff ected thereby, that  Donald Jordan has 
fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Variance 
of up to ten (10) ft. from the required twenty-fi ve feet for the front and\or rear yard setbacks 
within a R-2 (Single-Family & Two-Family) Residential District on property located at 1203 
Pinehurst St. (Parcel 15-42), in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and 
being more particularly described as: 

Lot 5, Block 6, Magruder’s Second Subdivision of Block P of North Park Addition, a 
subdivision according to a map or plat thereof which is on fi le and of record in the Offi  ce 
of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book at Slide 69, 
reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.  

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson 
Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, 
Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, May 27, 2026, at which time all parties interested 
in or aff ected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record 
will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the 
City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property 
within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before 
said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. 
If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will 
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/
hearing impaired. 

DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE 
PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  PLEASE EMAIL 
EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER  FOR THE TELECONFERENCE/
VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO MAY 20, 2026.  

WITNESS my signature this 30TH day of April 2026. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

5/7/2026, 5/21/2026

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT  

ZONING CASE NO. 4332 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council 
of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby 
given to all persons interested in or in any way aff ected thereby, that  Kenny Ellis has fi led 
with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to 
allow for bar (lounge\tavern) within a C-2 (Limited) Commercial District on property located 
at 975 W. Northside Dr. (Parcel 425-10), in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, 
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as: 

975 W Northside Dr Jackson, MS 39213; Lots 10 23 & 42  

Cottage Grove Subn Less 14.25 FT x 13 FT W/S 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson 
Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, 
Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, May 27, 2026, at which time all parties interested 
in or aff ected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record 
will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the 
City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property 
within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before 
said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. 
If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will 
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/
hearing impaired. 

DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE 
PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  PLEASE EMAIL 
EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER  FOR THE TELECONFERENCE/
VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO MAY 20, 2026. 

WITNESS my signature this 30TH day of April 2026. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

5/7/2026, 5/21/2026

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE 

JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
ON TUESDAY, May 19, 2026 AT 10:00aM AUDITORIUM OF THE SMITH ROBERTSON 
MUSEUM, 528 Bloom StREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. 

I. PROCLAMATION READING 
    A. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS OF PROJECTS 

II. OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
    B. RECOGNITION OF LOCAL COMMUNITY 

ADJOURNMENT 

5/7/2026

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING  

ZONING CASE NO. 4331 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council 
of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby 
given to all persons interested in or in any way aff ected thereby, that  Hope Federal Credit 
Union (Alan Branson) has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application 
requesting a Rezoning from R-7 (Mobile Home Park) Residential District to C-2 (Limited) 
Commercial District to allow for the continued use of the property as a fi nancial institution on 
property located at 1748 University Blvd. (Parcel 166-5-4), in the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as: 

A parcel of land situated in the Southwest Quarter (SW ½) of Section Nine (9), Township Five 
(5), Range One (1) East, and more particularly described as follows, to-wit: 

For the point of beginning of said parcel of land begin at a point on the south line of Section 
Nine (9), Township Five (5) North, Range One (1) East where said line is intersected by 
the center line of the Linde Air Products Road as now laid out and improved in the City 
of Jackson, said point is also described as being 415.6 feet west of the southwest corner 
of the Southeast Quarter (SE) of the Southwest Quarter (SW4) of said Section Nine (9), 
Township Five (5) North, Range One (1) East; run thence westerly along the south line of 
Section Nine (9) for a distance of 211 feet; turn thence to the right through the angle of 34 
degrees and 22 minutes and run northwesterly along the north right-of-way of the Lynch 
Creek drainage channel for a distance of 207.35 feet to the eastern right-of-way line of 
U.S. Highway 51; hence run in a northeasterly direction along the east right-of-way line of 
said new U.S. Highway 51, 188.3 feet to the center line of the Linde Air Products Road as 
now laid out and improved, said road being 60 feet in width, said point also being 125 feet 
measured southeasterly from and at right angles to the center line of the new U.S. Highway 
51 as laid out and improved; run thence southeasterly along the center line of the said Linde 
Air Products Road for a distance of 371.3 feet to the point of beginning; said property being 
otherwise described as that part of the Southwest Quarter (SW ¼) of said Section Nine (9), 
Township Five (5) North, Range One (1) East bounded as follows: On the northeastern side 
by the center line of the Linde Air Products Road as now laid out and improved; on the south 
by the south line of Section Nine (9) of said township and range; on the southwest side by the 
northern boundary line of the Lynch Creek channel; and on the western side by the east right-
of-way line of new U.S. Highway 51 as now laid out and improved (the “Property”  

TOGETHER WITH any and all rights, privileges, easements, improvements and 
appurtenances to the same belonging. 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson 
Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, 
Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, May 27, 2026, at which time all parties interested 
in or aff ected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record 
will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the 
City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property 
within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before 
said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If 
a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take 
steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing 
impaired. 

DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE 
PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  PLEASE EMAIL 
EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER  FOR THE TELECONFERENCE/
VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO MAY 20, 2026. 

WITNESS my signature this 30TH day of April 2026. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

5/7/2026, 5/21/2026

LEGAL

Cooperative Energy 

Is currently identifying vendors for the following services during an emer-
gency: 

• Lodging Facilities 

• Catering Services 

• Laundry Services 

• Debris Services 

• Transmission Line Construction 

Please contact akeene@cooperativeenergy.com by no later than May 14, 
2026, if you wish to be considered as a potential vendor. 

5/7/2026

LEGAL

4/30/2026, 5/7/2026

LEGAL

4/30/2026, 5/7/2026, 5/14/2026

LEGAL

4/30/2026, 5/7/2026, 5/14/2026
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AUCTION FOR CITY OF JACKSON ABANDONED, STOLEN, 
SEIZED VEHICLES, EVIDENCE, AND RECOVERED PROPERTY
To all interested parties, known 
and unknown,Pursuant to the 
MS State Code of 1972, Section 
21-39-21, the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, will sell at Public 
Auction, the impounded, 
abandoned, lost, stolen, or 
misplaced motor vehicles 
and equipment listed on the 
attached schedule. Unclaimed 
motor vehicles and equipment 
may be sold after the expiration 
of ninety (90) days from their 
receipt or recovery by the 
City of Jackson. The auction 
will be held online at https://
m a r k e t p l a c e . a u t u r a . c o m /
auctions/jac-ms/ on May 27 at 
10:00 am

A list and description of 
abandoned/unclaimed vehicles 
will be posted pursuant to 
statutory requirements in the 
following locations:  

Hinds County Court House  
Hinds Country Chancery Court 
Building 
Jackson City Hall/City Clerk’s 
Offi ce”   (5/6/2026) 
*******************************
8840115 2002/LEXUS/RX/GRAY 
JTJGF10U220121957
*******************************
8840121 2001/TOYOTA/CAMRY/
WHITE JT2BF22K110300528
*******************************
8840208 2009/TOYOTA/CAMRY/
WHITE 4T1BE46K29U827249
*******************************
8840221 2024/NISSAN/SENTRA/
SILVER 3N1AB8CVXRY228369
*******************************
8840373 2011/NISSAN/
ALTIMA/MULTI-COLOR 
1N4AL2AP4BN427700
*******************************
8840442 2013/FORD/ESCAPE/
WHITE 1FMCU0HX4DUD36182
*******************************
8843391 2001/GMC/YUKON/
BLACK 1GKEC13V61R182587
*******************************
8843518 2010/CHEVROLET/
MALIBU/GOLD 
1G1ZB5EB3AF182468
*******************************
8843542 2003/DODGE/
STRATUS/RED 
4B3AG42G23E144898
*******************************
8843580 2019/DODGE/
CHARGER/BLACK 
2C3CDXCT4KH506272
*******************************
8843595 1998/PONTIAC/
GRAND PRIX/GREEN 
1G2WP52K9WF251093
*******************************
8843649 2014/VOLKSWAGEN/
TIGUAN/BLUE 
WVGAV3AX3EW545029
*******************************
8843651 2007/HONDA/CIVIC/
SILVER 2HGFG12827H522702
*******************************
8843659 2015/NISSAN/ROGUE/
GRAY 5N1AT2ML3FC854513
*******************************
8843683 2019/CHEVROLET/
BLAZER/BLACK 
3GNKBBRA6KS653445
*******************************
8843727 2006/VOLVO/S80/
WHITE YV1TS592261438458
*******************************
8843743 2003/HONDA/
ACCORD/SILVER 
JHMCM56393C017011
*******************************
8843765 2020/NISSAN/SENTRA/
GRAY 3N1AB8BV3LY224348
*******************************
8843776 2015/KIA/OPTIMA/
GRAY 5XXGM4A74FG486440
*******************************
8843803 2008/JEEP/LIBERTY/
WHITE 1J8GP58K38W236334
*******************************
8843850 2013/HYUNDAI/

ELANTRA/WHITE 
5NPDH4AE7DH382936
*******************************
8843857 2017/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/WHITE 
5NPD74LF6HH080407
*******************************
8843863 2016/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/OTHER 
5NPE34AF1GH287790
*******************************
8843886 2008/NISSAN/ALTIMA/
GRAY 1N4BL21E28C270305
*******************************
8843896 2019/NISSAN/ALTIMA/
BLACK 1N4BL4BV9KC251588
*******************************
8843922 2005/NISSAN/ALTIMA/
GRAY 1N4AL11D55N435650
*******************************
8843928 2007/TOYOTA/CAMRY/
GOLD 4T1BK46K67U545346
*******************************
8843937 2006/CHEVROLET/
COLORADO/RED 
1GCCS198X68213408
*******************************
8843941 2005/CADILLAC/
ESCALADE/BLACK 
1GYEK63NX5R209320
*******************************
8843981 2007/HONDA/
ACCORD/BLUE 
1HGCM56477A060453
*******************************
8844367 2014/KIA/OPTIMA/
SILVER KNAGM4A79E5483503
*******************************
8844395 2000/CHEVROLET/
TAHOE/GRAY 
1GNEC13T6YJ177903
*******************************
8844406 1999/TOYOTA/CAMRY/
WHITE JT2BF22KXX0177515
*******************************
8844521 1998/MERCURY/
GRAND MARQUIS/SILVER 
2MEFM75W4WX682944
*******************************
8844545 2007/TOYOTA/
COROLLA/WHITE 
1NXBR32EX7Z831156
*******************************
8844558 2011/HONDA/
ACCORD/RED 
1HGCP3F89BA006384
*******************************
8844560 2008/LINCOLN/MKZ/
BLACK 3LNHM26T38R647939
*******************************
8844709 2005/CHEVROLET/
TAHOE/WHITE 
1GNEC13T45R189965
*******************************
8844854 2006/FORD/MUSTANG/
SILVER 1ZVFT80N665148772
*******************************
8844863 2013/LINCOLN/
OTHER/SILVER 
2LMDJ6JK7DBL16291
*******************************
8844882 2004/TOYOTA/
SEQUOIA/WHITE 
5TDZT38A34S205781
*******************************
8844901 2008/MERCURY/
GRAND MARQUIS/BLACK 
2MEFM74V28X607915
*******************************
8844913 2002/CHEVROLET/
TAHOE/GOLD 
1GNEC13Z62R173573
*******************************
8844925 2013/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/BLUE 
5NPDH4AE6DH261685
*******************************
8844934 2024/NISSAN/VERSA/
BLUE 3N1CN8DV7RL868941
*******************************
8847263 2008/PONTIAC/G6/
GOLD 1G2ZF57B984177648
*******************************
8847448 2017/MERCEDES/C 
CLASS/GRAY 
55SWF6EB5HU194624
*******************************
8847508 2005/BUICK/
LESABRE/SILVER 
1G4HP52K05U127417
*******************************

8847518 2013/NISSAN/ALTIMA/
WHITE 1N4AL3AP2DC147987
*******************************
8847706 2003/LEXUS/OTHER/
GREEN JT8BD69SX30191496
*******************************
8847721 2018/KIA/SPORTAGE/
BROWN KNDPM3AC4J7348406
*******************************
8847734 1999/FORD/
EXPLORER/WHITE 
1FMZU32P4XUC05391
*******************************
8847847 2007/MERCEDES/S 
CLASS/GRAY 
WDDNG71X37A067904
*******************************
8847895 2011/HONDA/
ACCORD/WHITE 
1HGCP2F31BA027972
*******************************
8848075 2004/FORD/
EXPLORER/RED 
1FMZU75W24UC12247
*******************************
8848245 2022/CHEVROLET/
TAHOE/GRAY 
1GNSKPKD3NR191421
*******************************
8848267 2005/GMC/CANYON/
BLACK 1GTCS136758235288
*******************************
8848297 2001/CHEVROLET/
SUBURBAN/BLACK 
3GNEC16T71G180151
*******************************
8848433 2003/HONDA/
ACCORD/GOLD 
1HGCM563X3A089026
*******************************
8848455 2012/HONDA/
ACCORD/BLACK 
1HGCS1B88CA007973
*******************************
8848564 2007/FORD/
EXPLORER/WHITE 
1FMEU33K77UA24819
*******************************
8848574 2009/HONDA/
ODYSSEY/BLUE 
5FNRL389X9B040362
*******************************
8848608 1982/FORD/ESCORT/
GRAY 1FABP0549CW212208
*******************************
8848648 2005/FORD/
EXPLORER/BLACK 
1FMDU73E15UA62430
*******************************
8850943 2015/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/SILVER 
5NPE24AA3FH180911
*******************************
8850952 2022/HONDA/
ACCORD/WHITE 
1HGCV1F35NA049493
*******************************
8850997 2017/KIA/OPTIMA/
BLACK KNAGT4L34H5147551
*******************************
8851435 2007/CHEVROLET/
SILVERADO/WHITE 
3GCEC14X57G253296
*******************************
8851523 2012/NISSAN/ALTIMA/
SILVER 1N4AL2AP3CN498534
*******************************
8851821 2020/HONDA/CRV/
WHITE 2HKRW1H27LH402932
*******************************
8851840 2018/FORD/FIESTA/
BLACK 3FADP4EJ2JM100322
*******************************
8852175 2023/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/BLACK 
KMHLL4AG3PU384832
*******************************
8852286 2015/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/BLUE 
5NPE24AF9FH061238
*******************************
8854767 2015/CHEVROLET/
MALIBU/SILVER 
1G11D5SL9FF321143
*******************************
8855209 2006/NISSAN/
ALTIMA/MULTI-COLOR 
1N4AL11D56N458170
*******************************
8855713 2003/BUICK/
CENTURY/MULTI-COLOR 

2G4WS52J531113258
*******************************
8855906 2018/NISSAN/ALTIMA/
SILVER 1N4AL3AP9JC174261
*******************************
8858780 2015/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/SILVER 
5NPE24AF2FH037802
*******************************
8858796 2005/CHEVROLET/
MALIBU/BLUE 
1G1ZT52865F322055
*******************************
8858929 2009/MERCEDES/C 
CLASS/BLACK 
WDDGF54X19F214612
*******************************
8858945 2009/HONDA/
ACCORD/BLACK 
1HGCP26849A009200
*******************************
8859095 2015/FORD/FUSION/
WHITE 3FA6P0H77FR134722
*******************************
8859137 2008/NISSAN/TITAN/
WHITE 1N6BA07C88N310916
*******************************
8859214 1997/CHEVROLET/
TAHOE/RED 
1GNEC13R7VJ425933
*******************************
8859368 2007/CHEVROLET/
IMPALA/SILVER 
2G1WB55K179298210
*******************************
8861487 2005/KIA/SPECTRA/
SILVER KNAFE121655143890
*******************************
8861492 2025/MAZDA/
CX-30/GRAY 
3MVDMBCM6SM832652
*******************************
8861523 2012/CHEVROLET/
MALIBU/SILVER 
1G1ZG5E79CF365079
*******************************
8861767 2015/NISSAN/ALTIMA/
BLACK 1N4AL3AP7FN302525
*******************************
8861794 2006/HONDA/
ACCORD/WHITE 
1HGCM56396A180261
*******************************
8861885 2014/CHEVROLET/
CAMARO/BLACK 
2G1FA1E34E9256955
*******************************
8862024 2006/HONDA/
ACCORD/WHITE 
1HGCM72646A024558
*******************************
8862155 2011/DODGE/RAM/
WHITE 1D7RV1CT2BS589781
*******************************
8864232 2010/CHEVROLET/
MALIBU/WHITE 
1G1ZA5E02AF313519
*******************************
8864599 2012/HONDA/CIVIC/
SILVER 2HGFG3B52CH563150
*******************************
8865333 2006/DODGE/OTHER/
RED 2D4GP44L46R659304
*******************************
8865346 2001/HONDA/
ACCORD/SILVER 
1HGCG16491A043869
*******************************
8865348 2002/ACURA/RL/
BROWN JH4KA96582C014273
*******************************
8867448 2006/ACURA/RL/
WHITE JH4KB165X6C009645
*******************************
8867532 2011/NISSAN/MAXIMA/
BLUE 1N4AA5AP9BC867608
*******************************
8868031 2008/NISSAN/ALTIMA/
GOLD 1N4AL21E58N404708
*******************************
8868035 2004/JEEP/
GRAND CHER/BLACK 
1J4GX48S74C143856
*******************************
8868267 2008/CADILLAC/
ESCALADE/GRAY 
1GYEC63858R226280
*******************************
8868352 2000/BUICK/
CENTURY/GREEN 
2G4WS52J5Y1199145

*******************************
8868634 2020/KIA/OPTIMA/
GRAY 5XXGT4L38LG441641
*******************************
8868670 2017/HONDA/
ACCORD/BLACK 
1HGCR3F95HA003347
*******************************
8871111 2013/HONDA/
ACCORD/GRAY 
1HGCR2F30DA235080
*******************************
8871176 2018/FORD/F150/
WHITE 1FTEW1E50JFC60296
*******************************
8871177 2016/HONDA/CRV/
BLUE 5J6RM4H43GL042160
*******************************
8871211 1986/FORD/F150/RED 
1FTEX15N8GKA79475
*******************************
8871457 2010/FORD/F150/RED 
1FTEW1E85AFA52358
*******************************
8871573 2019/CHEVROLET/
TAHOE/BLACK 
1GNSKBKC8KR377266
*******************************
8871596 2021/DODGE/
CHALLENGER/GREEN 
2C3CDZJG4MH649937
*******************************
8871675 2016/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/BLACK 
5NPE24AF9GH379314
*******************************
8871712 2006/CHEVROLET/
IMPALA/GOLD 
2G1WU581469290596
*******************************
8871799 1998/MERCEDES/M 
CLASS/RED 
4JGAB54E4WA009445
*******************************
8872102 2002/CHEVROLET/
TRAILBLAZER/GOLD 
1GNDT13S822479861
*******************************
8872159 2008/HONDA/
ACCORD/WHITE 
JHMCP268X8C050964
*******************************
8872164 2011/GMC/ACADIA/
GRAY 1GKKRPED3BJ180045
*******************************
8872212 2018/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/GRAY 
5NPE24AF7JH625879
*******************************
8872215 2001/CADILLAC/
DEVILLE/WHITE 
1G6KD54Y81U219845
*******************************
8872233 2017/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/SILVER 
5NPE34AB5HH494973
*******************************
8872275 2008/JEEP/
COMMANDER/SILVER 
1J8HH48K28C142944
*******************************
8872306 1997/DODGE/OTHER/
WHITE 2B4GP45R5VR115065
*******************************
8872392 2010/INFINITI/G37/
BLACK JN1CV6AP3AM402024
*******************************
8872464 2012/NISSAN/ALTIMA/
BLACK 1N4AL2AP4CN476655
*******************************
8872483 2007/LEXUS/LS/WHITE 
JTHBL46F975029267
*******************************
8872485 2012/TOYOTA/CAMRY/
SILVER 4T1BF1FK1CU074316
*******************************
8872511 2008/LAND ROVER/
RANGE ROVER SPORT/BLUE 
SALSF25478A176315
*******************************
8912310 2017/OTHER-NOT 
FOUND/OTHER/RED 
LWGPCML08HA041653
*******************************
8912327 2017/OTHER-NOT 
FOUND/OTHER/WHITE 
LWGPCML21HA084488
*******************************
8912332 2020/OTHER-NOT 
FOUND/OTHER/RED 
LWGPCGLC5LA121724

*******************************
8975600 2005/GMC/SAVANA/
WHITE 1GJHG39U751107868
*******************************
8979173 2000/FORD/F150/RED 
1FTRX18L2YNA29490
*******************************
8988288 2004/MERCURY/
SABLE/SILVER 
1MEFM55S74G612570
*******************************
8992953 2011/NISSAN/SENTRA/
SILVER 3N1AB6AP3BL625126
*******************************
8995648 2008/SATURN/AURA/
WHITE 1G8ZS57B98F251706
*******************************
8995669 1999/TOYOTA/
COROLLA/BLACK 
1NXBR12E8XZ149560
*******************************
8995702 2005/CHEVROLET/
EQUINOX/WHITE 
2CNDL63F156137745
*******************************
8995709 2007/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/SILVER 
5NPEU46F47H221174
*******************************
8998305 2014/TOYOTA/
COROLLA/OTHER 
2T1BURHE0EC094735
*******************************
9002191 2026/TOYOTA/CAMRY/
BLUE 4T1DAACK7TU695023
*******************************
9010312 2007/CHRYSLER/300/
RED 2C3KA43R67H753677
*******************************
9010345 2007/TOYOTA/CAMRY/
RED 4T1BE46K27U141970
*******************************
9010351 2009/PONTIAC/VIBE/
WHITE 5Y2SP67859Z458581
*******************************
9010929 2011/CADILLAC/SRX/
BLACK 3GYFNDEY5BS675673
*******************************
9021742 2009/NISSAN/ALTIMA/
WHITE 1N4AL21E49N488683
*******************************
9024615 2008/CHRYSLER/300/
GOLD 2C3LA53G08H140996
*******************************
9027557 2017/VOLKSWAGEN/
JETTA/BLUE 
3VW2B7AJXHM295200
*******************************
9027766 2001/CHEVROLET/
SILVERADO/WHITE 
2GCEC19T111132979
*******************************
9028051 2008/INFINITI/G35/
WHITE JNKBV61E98M224930
*******************************
9033494 2015/KIA/OPTIMA/RED 
5XXGM4A72FG490020
*******************************
9036062 2014/NISSAN/ALTIMA/
SILVER 1N4AL3AP7EN379247
*******************************
9042909 2012/CHEVROLET/
CRUZE/SILVER 
1G1PH5SCXC7166266
*******************************
9055511 2010/FORD/FUSION/
RED 3FAHP0JG8AR193807
*******************************
9058467 2006/DODGE/OTHER/
RED 1D4GP45R56B759882
*******************************
9065516 2017/HONDA/
ACCORD/BLACK 
1HGCR2F5XHA202112
*******************************
9065557 2012/CHEVROLET/
EQUINOX/SILVER 
2GNFLCEK5C6271331
*******************************
9065602 2014/CHEVROLET/
IMPALA/RED 
2G1155S31E9149789
*******************************
9065689 2000/CHEVROLET/
IMPALA/MULTI-COLOR 
2G1WF55E0Y9205466
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PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now to 
receive a FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. Call 
1-844-316-8630 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  Call: 
1-833-764-2473

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL 
can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving ALL 
installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary 
by dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) 
Call 1-855-685-0052

OLSHAN FOUNDATION SOLUTIONS. 
Your trusted foundation repair 
experts since 1933. Foundation 
repair. Crawl space recovery. 
Basement waterproofing. Water 
management and more. Free 
evaluation. Limited time up to $250 
off foundation repair. Call Olshan 
1-866-264-5115.

REPAIRING or REPLACING 
APPLIANCES and home systems like 
heating and cooling can be costly. A 
home warranty plan can help. Start 
saving and get 30% off any plan 
today. Workmanship Guarantee 
included. Terms apply. Call Cinch 
Home Services 1-877-967-8980

SAFE STEP. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-855-
532-0066

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-855-584-8517 www.
dental50plus.com/mspress #6258

AUDIEN HEARING. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 
million happy customers. Call Audien 
1-866-852-2087 

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 1-833-
641-4206

DONATE your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-
428-0305 today!

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash 
AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Call today 
for your fair cash offer: 1-601-273-
8545.

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the 
same reliable, nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just 
$20/month. For more information, 
call 1-844-954-4517

GET DISH SATELLITE TV + 
INTERNET!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-
Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call 
Today! 1-877-628-3143

YMT VACATIONS. Over 50 
guided tours available. Affordable, 
social and stress-free travel 
designed for mature travelers. Our 
tours include accommodations, 
transportation, baggage handling, 
sightseeing, entrance fees, a 
professional Tour Director and 
select meals. For a limited time 
SAVE $250 on all tours. Call YMT 
today. 1-833-906-2201

INSURANCE

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

TRAVEL

MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE

HOME IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT

WEEK OF MAY 3, 2026

Call 601-981-3060 ext. 3
email shicks@mspress.org

to place your order!

Foundation cracks
getting worse?

Payment Plans
as Low as $125/mo

FREE Home
Evaluations
Industry-Leading
Warranty Options
Patented
Technology

Our Services:
Foundation Repair
Crawl Space Recovery
Water Management
Basement Waterproofing
Concrete Lifting
Basement Wall Recovery

Offer valid from 9/1/2024 to 6/30/2026. Only valid to new 
customers. $250 savings valid on projects $2,999 or more. 
Cannot be combined with any other offers or promotions. 
Offer is non-transferable, has no cash value and cannot be 
applied to previous purchases. Void where prohibited by law. 
Terms of offer are subject to change.

Schedule Your Free Evaluation!

(866) 264-5115Limited Time Offer

Up to $250off
Foundation Repair

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING  

ZONING CASE NO. 4330 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, 
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way aff ected thereby, that  
Saxum Investment Company, LLC has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of 
Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from R-1 (Single-Family) Residential 
District, C-3 (General) Commercial District and I-1 (Light) Industrial District to I-2 (Heavy) 
Industrial District to allow for the development of property for a combination of compatible 
commercial and industrial development opportunities on property located at Forest Ave. 
Ext. (Parcels 730-12-3, 731-5, 731-11, 731-14 & 731-15-1), in the First Judicial District of 
Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as: 

TRACT I 

A parcel of land lying in the East 1/2 of the NE 1/4 of the NW 1/4 and in the East 1/2 
of the SE 1/4 of the NW 1/4 and in the East 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the SW 1/4 of Section 
18, T6N, R1E, First Judicial, District, Hinds County, Miss. and being more particularly 
described as follows: 

Commencing at the intersection of the West line of Section 18, T6N, R1E, First Judicial 
District, Hinds County, Miss. with the Easterly Right of Way of U. S. Highway 49 and run 
thence S 42 degrees 46 minutes 00 seconds W - 3,141.50’ along the Easterly Right of 
Way of U. S. Highway 49 as the same existed prior to May 7, 1965 to a point that is now 
in the Right of Way of Interstate Highway 220; run thence N 00 degrees 02 minutes 00 
seconds W - 330.40’ to an iron pin in the Northerly Right of Way of Interstate Highway 
220 and the POINT OF BEGINNING; run thence N 85 degrees 20 minutes 30 seconds 
E - 527.82’ along the Northerly Right of Way of Interstate Highway 220 to an iron pin; run 
thence N 00 degrees 02 minutes 00 seconds W - 3,106.30’ to an iron pin in the South 
Line of Forest Avenue; run thence N 88 degrees 56 minutes 00 seconds W - 526.20’ 
along the South line of Forest Avenue to an iron pin; thence leaving Forest Avenue run 
thence S 00 degrees 02 minutes 00 seconds E - 3,158.96’ to an iron pin and the POINT 
OF BEGINNING. 

Containing 37.835 acres more or less. 

Less and except: 

A certain parcel of land being situated in the East 1/2 of the Northwest 1/4 of Section 18, 
T6N-R1E in the City of Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly 
described as follows: 

Commence at an existing 1/2” iron pin marking the Northwest corner of Lot 56, Ashley 
Acres, a subdivision according to the map or plat thereof, on fi le and of record in the 
offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, as now recorded in 
Plat Book 20 at Page 18 and run thence South 88 degrees 13 minutes 08 seconds East 
for a distance of 1,655.52 feet to an existing 1/2” iron pin; run thence South 00 degrees 
02 minutes 34 seconds West for a distance of 1,565.89 feet to an existing “T” post 
marking the POINT OF BEGINNING of the parcel of land herein described; from said 
POINT OF BEGINNING, run thence South 77 degrees 28 minutes 39 seconds East for 
a distance of 109.25 feet to a set 1/2” iron pin; run thence South 00 degrees 02 minutes 
34 seconds West for a distance of 168.40 feet to a set 1/2” iron pin; run thence South 89 
degrees 57 minutes 26 seconds East for a distance of 164.45 feet to an existing “T” post; 
run thence South 01 degrees 53 minutes 48 seconds West for a distance of 234.06 feet 
to an existing “T” post; run thence North 82 degrees 19 minutes 57 seconds West for a 
distance of 265.90 feet to an existing “T” post; run thence North 00 degrees 02 minutes 
34 seconds East for a distance of 390.66 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 
1.77025 acres, more or less. 

TRACT II 

All of Lots 17, 18 and 19 and that part of Lots 15 and 16 lying North and West of 
Interstate Highway I-220, Garland Community Farms, a subdivision according to a map 
or plat thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds 
County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Survey Plat Book B at Page 67, reference to which is 
hereby made in aid of and as part of this description. 

LESS AND EXCEPT: 

A certain parcel of land situated in and being a part of Lot 19, Garland Community Farms; 
according to the plat of fi le in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Jackson, Hinds County, 
Mississippi, as now recorded in Plat Book B at Page 67 and being more particularly 
described as follows; 

Beginning at the intersection of the South right of way of Forest Avenue Extension (as 
now laid out and in use, April, 1980) with the line between said Lot 19 and Lot 20 of 
said Garland Community Farms, run thence South 01 degrees 41 minutes 50 seconds 
West and along the said line between Lots 19 and 20 for a distance of 544.70 feet; 
thence leaving the said line between Lots 19 and 20, run South 88 degrees 08 minutes 
45 seconds West for a distance of 159.80; run thence North 00 degrees 31 minutes 44 
seconds West for a distance of 542.50 feet to the aforementioned South right of way of 
Forest Avenue Extension; run thence North 87 degrees 44 minutes 10 seconds East and 
along the said South right of way of Forest Avenue Extension for a distance of 181.0 feet 
to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 2.12 acres, more or less. 

A parcel of land containing 144.44 acres (6,291,976.95 square feet), more or less, being 
situated in Lots 15, 16, 17, 18, and 19 of Garland Community Farms, a subdivision 
according to the map or plat on fi le in the Offi  ce of the Hinds County Chancery Clerk in 
Slide A-112, reference to said plat being made as a part of this description, said parcel 
being in Section 17 and 18, Township 6 North, Range 1 West, First Judicial District, Hinds 
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described by metes and bounds as 
follows: 

Commence at a found iron pipe marking the Southwest corner of Lot 17, Garland 
Community Farms, said pipe also being the POINT OF BEGINNING for the parcel herein 
described; 

run thence North 00 degrees 36 minutes 24 seconds East for a distance of 2590.17 feet 
to the South line of Forest Avenue (a 60 foot right of way); 

thence run along said South line of Forest Avenue South 89 degrees 06 minutes 24 
seconds East for a distance of 456.74 feet; 

thence South 89 degrees 45 minutes 02 seconds East for distance of 1995.44 feet; 

thence South 88 degrees 52 minutes 32 seconds East for distance of 102.73 feet; 

thence leave said right of way and run South 00 degrees 46 minutes 30 seconds East for 
a distance of 542.50 feet; 

thence North 87 degrees 53 minutes 59 seconds East for a distance of 159.80 feet; 

thence South 01 degree 20 minutes 25 seconds West for a distance of 737.28 feet to a 
found iron pipe; 

thence North 89 degree 33 minutes 39 seconds East for a distance of 268.84 feet to the 
Northern Right of Way line of Interstate 220 (a variable right of way); 

thence run along said right of way South 50 degrees 31 minutes 30 seconds West for a 
distance of 2112.21 feet; 

thence leave said right of way and run North 88 degrees 14 minutes 39 seconds West for 
a distance of 1371.43 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING. 

TRACT III 

A parcel of land located in the North 1/2 of the NW 1/4 of the SE 1/4 of Section 18, T6N, 
R1E, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as follows: 

Commence at the NW corner of the SE 1/4 of said Section 18, T6N, R1E, Hinds County, 
Mississippi, and being marked by a found 1 inch iron pin set in concrete, and being the 
Point of Beginning; thence South 88 degrees 49 minutes 06 seconds East along the 
South right of way line of Mississippi Power and Light Company 150 foot easement (DB 
2076 Page 517) marked by a meandering barbed wire fence for a distance of 1312.14 
feet to a set 1/2 inch iron pin; thence leaving said South right of way line run South 00 
degrees 15 minutes 01 seconds East for a distance of 29.11 feet to a found 1 inch iron 
pin a chain link fence on the Northwestern right of way line of Interstate Highway 220, as 
it is now laid out and exists, (08/06/93); thence along said Northwestern right of way line, 
marked by a chain link fence, the following: South 50 degrees 31 minutes 30 seconds 
West for a distance of 74.12 feet to a found concrete monument; South 58 degrees 20 
minutes 19 seconds West for a distance of 662.11 feet to a found concrete monument; 
South 35 degrees 27 minutes 29 seconds West for a distance of 691.17 feet to a set 
1/2 inch iron pin; thence leaving said Northwestern right of way run North 00 degrees 
15 minutes 01 seconds West for a distance of 505.57 feet to the Point of Beginning, 
containing 472,983 square feet, being 10.86 acres, more or less. 

TRACT IV 

A parcel of land containing 37.66 acres more or less, being situated in the West Half of 
the Northwest Quarter of Section18, Township 6 North, Range 1 East, Hinds County, 
Mississippi and being more particularly described as follows: 

Commence at a found 1/2 inch rebar marking the Southeast corner of Lot 34 of 
Ashley Acres, a subdivision on fi le in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, 
Mississippi and recorded in Plat Cabinet B on Slide 353, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description, and run thence South 28 Degrees 59 
Minutes 24 Seconds East for a distance of 1703.28 feet to a set 1/2 inch rebar marking 
the Southwest corner of Tract 4 of that certain parcel of land conveyed to William T. Neely 
and Barbara B. Neely, by deed recorded in Book 7126 at page 7118 in the offi  ce of the 
Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, Mississippi, reference to which is hereby made in aid of 
and as a part of this description, and the Point of Beginning: 

Run thence North 00 Degrees 03 Minutes 07 Seconds East along the West line of said 
Tract 4 for a distance of 2658.43 feet to a found 3 inch pipe on the South right of way line 
of Forest Avenue, as now laid out and exist; Run thence South 88 Degrees 47 Minutes 
48 Seconds East along said South right of way line of Forest Avenue for a distance of 
626.81 feet to a found 5/8 1/2 inch rebar on the East line of said Tract 4; Run thence 
South 00 Degrees 02 Minutes 08 Seconds West along the East line of said Tract 4 for 
a distance of 2579.07 feet to a set 1/2 inch rebar marking the Northeast corner of that 
certain parcel of land conveyed to Larue Sutton and Larry Sutton by deed recorded in 
Deed Book 3726 at page 458, reference to is hereby made in aid of and as a part of 
this description; Run thence South 84 Degrees 58 Minutes 37 Seconds West along the 
North line of said parcel for a distance of 405.74 feet to a set 1/2 inch rebar marking 
the Northwest of said parcel; Run thence South 43 Degrees 00 Minutes 51 Seconds 
East along the west line of said parcel for a distance of 7.98 feet to a set 1/2 inch rebar 
marking the Northeast corner of that certain parcel of land conveyed to Pritchard Oil 
Company by deed recorded in Deed Book 2368 at page 79, reference to is hereby made 
in aid of and as a part of this description; Run thence South 83 Degrees 48 Minutes 13 
Seconds West along the North line of said parcel for a distance of 230.09 feet to the 
Point of Beginning. 

TRACT V 

A certain parcel of land being situated in the East 1/2 of the Northwest 1/4 of Section 18, 
T6N-R1E in the City of Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly 
described as follows: 

Commence at an existing 1/2” iron pin marking the Northwest corner of Lot 56, Ashley 
Acres, a subdivision according to the map or plat thereof, on fi le and of record in the 
offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, as now recorded in 
Plat Book 20 at Page 18 and run thence South 88 degrees 13 minutes 08 seconds East 
for a distance of 1,655.52 feet to an existing 1/2” iron pin; run thence South 00 degrees 
02 minutes 34 seconds West for a distance of 1,565.89 feet to an existing “T” post 
marking the POINT OF BEGINNING of the parcel of land herein described; from said 
POINT OF BEGINNING, run thence South 77 degrees 28 minutes 39 seconds East for 
a distance of 109.25 feet to a set 1/2” iron pin; run thence South 00 degrees 02 minutes 
34 seconds West for a distance of 168.40 feet to a set 1/2” iron pin; run thence South 89 
degrees 57 minutes 26 seconds East for a distance of 164.45 feet to an existing “T” post; 
run thence South 01 degrees 53 minutes 48 seconds West for a distance of 234.06 feet 
to an existing “T” post; run thence North 82 degrees 19 minutes 57 seconds West for a 
distance of 265.90 feet to an existing “T” post; run thence North 00 degrees 02 minutes 
34 seconds East for a distance of 390.66 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 
1.77025 acres, more or less. 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson 
Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, May 27, 2026, at which time all 
parties interested in or aff ected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, 
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the 
City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof 
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator 
at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired. 

DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, 
THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC 
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  
PLEASE EMAIL EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER  FOR THE 
TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO MAY 20, 2026. 

5/7/2026, 5/21/2026
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In honor of 
Mother’s Day, 
I want to share 
one of my fa-
vorite experi-
ences with my 
mother. As we 

prepare to celebrate Mother’s 
Day in a pandemic, take time 
to encourage the mothers in 
your life. And if you have 
lost your mother, be encour-
aged by the memories and 
imprints of love they had on 
your life.

“Girl, I can make that…
and I can’t cook!” laughed 
one friend as I explained my 
diffi  culty making hot water 
cornbread over a decade ago 
over lunch. What puzzled me 
was that I was able to make so 
many other things…. with or 
without a recipe: turkey and 
dressing, red velvet cake, red 
beans, and rice, etc. That was 
until I came up against hot 
water cornbread. It seemed 

like no matter how many 
times I tried, it never came 
out right. I shamefully fi nally 
accepted the fact that I would 
never be able to make it.

My fi rst attempt fell apart 
while still in the skillet. 
Rookie mistake, I fi gured and 
tried again a few weeks later. 
This time, they not only fell 
apart, but they also turned 
pitch black in minutes. Not 
to be discouraged, I decided 
that the next time I visited my 
parents; I’d get the “secret” to 
hot water cornbread from my 
mama.

The next time I visited my 
parents later that year, I no-
ticed she was getting ready 
to make some hot water corn-
bread and shared my prob-
lem. My mama very patiently 
explained in detail how to 
make it as I watched her. She 
even let me mix one batch 
(fl avored with jalapeno pep-
pers) under her supervision. 
She said the key is having the 
right amount of each ingredi-

ent as she watched me. “Per-
fect,” she said as she took the 
fi rst golden brown pieces out 
of the hot grease. I was happy 
because I’d conquered the 
mountain. Or so I thought.

A few months later when I 
tried to make it by myself at 
my house, they didn’t break 
apart. But the fi rst batch 
turned out so hard and fl at 
that I threw the uncooked 
mixture away and vowed to 
never make hot water corn-
bread again. Years later, I got 
the courage to try again. This 
time after consulting with my 
mama another three times 
(including while the water 
was boiling), I made the hot 
water cornbread. This time, 
they came out wonderfully: 
golden brown on the outside 
and moist on the inside.

What I learned from my 
mama is that successfully 
making hot water cornbread 
depends on whether the wa-
ter is hot enough, the grease 
is fresh, and the corn meal is 

mixed with the right amount 
of sugar, fl our, and salt. The 
key is learning how to bal-
ance each one. It’s similar to 
our spiritual growth, Romans 
5:3-5 explains how “suff er-
ing produces perseverance; 
perseverance, character; and 
character, hope.” Each is a 
new level of spiritual matu-
rity that comes by learning 
to better balance the various 
areas of your life.

This week’s column is 
dedicated to my mama Neal-
ie Riley and all the mothers 
who have the patience to 
share their wisdom with us. 
Happy Mother’s Day!

Shewanda Riley is a Fort 
Worth-based author of “Love 
Hangover: Moving from Pain 
to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to 
the Beat of God’s Heart: A 
Book of Prayers for Writers.” 
Email her at preservedbypur-
pose@gmail.com or follow 
her on Twitter @shewanda

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Hot Water 
Cornbread and 

Mama’s Wisdom

P R E S E R V E D

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

Amid weeks-
long global con-
fl ict marked by 
political mockery 
of religion, faith 
leaders across 
the nation are 

turning up their stand against 
what many describe as President 
Donald J. Trump’s “war on di-
vinity.” 

During this week’s Moral 
Mondays rally, held at the for-
mer Black Lives Matter Plaza 
in Northwest D.C., clergy, ac-
tivists, and impacted families 
joined lead organizer and presi-
dent of Repairers of the Breach, 
the Rev. Dr. William Barber, in 
a united call to reorder national 
priorities. At the top of the de-
mand in question: for Congress 
to end the Trump-enforced war 
on Iran, which hit the two-month 
mark April 28. 

“What we are seeing, in many 
ways, is a war on divinity be-
ing waged by a narcissist who 
has some kind of God complex,” 
the bishop said on April 27. 
“We need true moral authority 
to stand against the policy vio-
lence that threatens lives here, at 
home, and around the world.” 

As chants of resistance rang, 
Barber pulled no punches, de-
livering a candid yearn for “the 
tradition of nonviolent struggle” 
that he says is lacking in this na-
tion’s leadership. 

“Not just war is violence; de-
nying health care is violence, 
denying child care is violence,” 
he continued, “and…an apathet-
ic attitude that refuses to name 
all of these violent forms is also 

violence.” 
Just this month, the Republi-

can leader earned swift criticism 
across the board — including 
from the Progressive National 
Baptist Convention (PNBC) — 
for a since-deleted AI-generated 
photo of himself in the likeness 
of Jesus Christ, which he has 
since claimed was meant to de-
pict him as a doctor.  

Thus, the call to action echoed 
from PNBC to the national Mor-
al Mondays Movement, which 
spans 16 states and the District 
of Columbia.  

“This moment calls for moral 
clarity. We call on pastors, faith 
leaders, and Christians across 
this nation, especially those who 
have remained silent, to speak 
with courage and conviction,” 
PNBC’s statement continued. 
“Silence in the face of such 
distortion is not neutrality, it is 
complicity. To confl ate His sa-
cred identity with any political 
fi gure crosses a line that faithful 
Christians, regardless of party, 
should not ignore.” 

Clergy’s Call to 
Congress: ‘Stop 
War, Save Lives’ 
From Rallies to Declarations, 
Faith Leaders Fight Trump’s 

‘War on Divinity’

SUNDAY
Worship Services

9 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. in person

Or you may worship with us via 
Facebook or our YouTube 

channel at CHMBC

Pastor
Chauncy L. Jordan

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

www.nhcms.org
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The Washington Informer
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A stroke can change a life in an in-
stant. In the minutes after symptoms 
begin, quick action can help protect the 
brain, reduce long-term disability and 
save a life, according to the American 
Stroke Association, a division of the 
American Heart Association. 

On average, nearly 2 million brain 
cells die every minute a stroke goes un-
treated, making early recognition and 
treatment critical. During May, Ameri-
can Stroke Month, the Stroke Associa-
tion is highlighting the importance of 
recognizing stroke warning signs and 
understanding how early treatment and 
prevention can make a meaningful dif-
ference when it matters most. 

Stroke is the fourth-leading cause 
of death, according to the American 
Heart Association’s 2026 Heart Disease 
and Stroke Statistical Update[1], and a 
leading cause of serious, long-term dis-
ability in the United States. Each year, 
approximately 800,000 people in the 
U.S. experience a stroke. A stroke can 
happen to anyone, at any age. 

3 things you can do to take action 
against stroke: 

Learn B.E. F.A.S.T. to spot a 
stroke. If you see sudden Balance loss, 
Eye or vision changes, Face drooping, 
Arm weakness or Speech diffi  culty, 
it’s time to call 911. Explore the signs 
by playing the B.E. F.A.S.T. Experi-
ence at Stroke.org/StrokeMonth. 

Understand your stroke risk and ex-
plore ways to lower it. Identifying per-
sonal risk factors — especially high 

blood pressure, the leading risk factor 
for stroke — can help you have in-
formed conversations with your health 
care team about stroke prevention and 
longterm brain health. 

Find support after stroke. Recovery 
is a journey and connection matters. 
Explore support services for survi-
vors and care partners, including vir-
tual Stroke Meetups, and sign up for 
the Stroke Connection enewsletter 
at Stroke.org/StrokeMonth. 

Recognize Stroke Warning Signs: 
B.E. F.A.S.T. 

When a stroke happens, blood fl ow 
to the brain is interrupted. The longer 
treatment is delayed, the greater the 
risk of lasting damage. Calling 911 is 
the fastest way to get stroke care. EMS 
can begin treatment immediately and 
alert the hospital stroke team before 
you arrive. 

B.E. F.A.S.T. is a simple way to 
remember common stroke warning 
signs: 

Balance Loss – Sudden trouble 
walking, dizziness or loss of coordina-
tion 

Eye (Vision) Changes – Sudden vi-
sion loss or trouble seeing in one or 
both eyes 

Face Drooping – One side of the face 
droops or feels numb; a smile may look 
uneven 

Arm Weakness – One arm feels 
weak or numb or drifts downward 
when raised 

Speech Diffi  culty – Slurred speech 
or trouble speaking 

Time to Call 911 – If someone shows 
any of these signs, even if symptoms 
go away, calling 911 right away can 
help get lifesaving care started. Not-
ing when symptoms fi rst appeared can 

also support treatment decisions. 
Take steps to prevent stroke 
According to the Heart Associa-

tion and the Stroke Association, ap-
proximately 80% of strokes are pre-
ventable. High blood pressure is the 
leading risk factor for stroke[2], and 
uncontrolled blood pressure, diabetes 
and obesity signifi cantly increase risk. 

A large majority of strokes can be 
prevented by taking steps to: 

Manage blood pressure. Lowering 
and controlling blood pressure reduces 
the risk of stroke. Regular checkups, 
monitoring at home and following a 
treatment plan can lower risk and sup-
port longterm brain health. 

Build healthy habits. Eating well, 
staying active, not smoking and keep-
ing up with routine health screenings 
all play an important role in reduc-
ing stroke risk. The Heart Associa-
tion’s Life’s Essential 8TM outlines 
key steps for improving and maintain-
ing cardiovascular and brain health. 

Reduce the risk of a second 
stroke. Prevention takes on added im-
portance for people who have had a 
stroke or a transient ischemic attack 
(TIA), sometimes called a “warning 
stroke.” Nearly 1 in 4 strokes occur 
in people who have had a previous 
stroke[3]. Understanding what caused 
the fi rst stroke and identifying person-
al risk factors can help guide next steps 
and reduce the chance of another one. 

Support that meets you where you 
are 

Stroke recovery looks diff erent for 

everyone, and support can play an im-
portant role along the way. The Stroke 
Association off ers resources designed 
to help survivors and care partners feel 
informed, connected and supported, 
including live, virtual Stroke Meet-
ups where participants can share expe-
riences, ask questions and learn from 
trusted experts. Stay connected with re-
covery tools and support by signing up 
for the Stroke Connection enewsletter. 

Stroke can happen suddenly. Know-
ing the signs with B.E. F.A.S.T. can 
help you respond when minutes mat-
ter. This American Stroke Month, ex-
plore trusted resources, practical tools 
and support Stroke.org/StrokeMonth. 

About the American Heart Associa-
tion 

The American Heart Association 
is a relentless force for a world of 
longer, healthier lives. Dedicated to 
ensuring equitable health in all com-
munities, the organization has been 
a leading source of health informa-
tion for more than one hundred years. 
Supported by more than 35 million 
volunteers globally, we fund ground-
breaking research, advocate for the 
public’s health, and provide critical 
resources to save and improve lives 
aff ected by cardiovascular disease 
and stroke. By driving breakthroughs 
and implementing proven solutions 
in science, policy, and care, we work 
tirelessly to advance health and trans-
form lives every day. Connect with us 
on heart.org, Facebook, X or by call-
ing 1-800-AHA-USA1.    

The Institute for the Ad-
vancement of Minority Health 
(IAMH) is helping combat pe-
riod poverty by providing free 
menstrual and postpartum 
hygiene products to individu-
als and families in need across 
Mississippi. 

During Period Poverty 
Awareness Week (May 11–17), 
the Institute is highlighting the 
challenges many individuals 
face in accessing basic men-
strual products and hygiene 
supplies. Period poverty refers 
to the inability to aff ord or ac-
cess menstrual products and 
aff ects individuals and fami-
lies across the United States 
and globally. Lack of access 
can lead to missed school days, 
missed work and emotional dis-
tress. 

IAMH distributes essential 
items such as pads, tampons, 
liners and postpartum supplies 
to support women and fami-
lies who are Medicaid-eligible. 
Many households face fi nancial 
challenges that make purchas-
ing these basic items diffi  cult, 
often forcing families to choose 
between hygiene products and 
other household needs.  Re-
search shows this burden falls 
heavily on underserved com-
munities. Nearly one-quarter 
of Black and Latina individuals 
who menstruate report strug-
gling to aff ord period products 

in the past year. More than one-
third of low-income women 
report missing work, school or 
similar events due to lack of ac-
cess to period supplies. 

By off ering free products, 
IAMH continues its mission 
to reduce health disparities 
and improve access to essen-
tial resources. The organiza-
tion recognizes that menstrual 
and postpartum care are basic 
health needs that should be ac-
cessible to everyone. Too many 
women and families — espe-
cially those who are Medicaid-
eligible — struggle to aff ord the 
products they need each month 
or after childbirth. 

This work is supported by 
the W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
(WKKF).  Providing these 
items is just one of the ways 

IAMH supports health, dignity 
and overall well-being across 
Mississippi communities. 
Community members in need 
of assistance or organizations 
interested in supporting this ef-
fort can contact Latasha Rice 
at lrice@advancingminority-
health.org. 

The Institute for the Advance-
ment of Minority Health was 
established in 2019 to reduce 
health disparities among dis-
advantaged and underserved 
minority populations in Missis-
sippi through the development 
of collaborative partnerships 
with community stakehold-
ers and the implementation of 
evidence-based public health 
interventions with a particular 
focus on health equity.   

Some 80% of Mississippi counties have no 
adult day service centers, and even counties 
that do have centers cannot meet the needs of 
people with dementia and their caregivers, a 
new University of Mississippi-led study indi-
cates. 

This shortage leaves thousands of people 
with dementia – and their caregivers – with-
out daily support. 

Keith Anderson, professor and chair of 
the Department of Social Work, and Ruaa Al-
Juboori, assistant professor of public health, 
published their fi ndings in the Journal of Ap-
plied Gerontology. They estimate that the 
state would need an additional 910 adult day 
services running at full capacity to meet the 
demand. 

“It’s largely known or theorized that there’s 
a shortage of adult day services nationally,” 
Anderson said. “Yet it’s really hard to quan-
tify the shortage and also to identify areas of 
the country where those shortages exist.” 

The researchers chose to begin their work 
close to home. 

“I live in Mississippi, I’m employed by the 
University of Mississippi and it’s a calling to 
serve the state,” he said. “But also, Mississip-
pi is typically an underserved region across 
the health care spectrum. 

“I thought this could possibly serve as a 
starting point and a really clear illustration of 
the severity of the shortages that may exist in 
adult day services for persons with dementia 
nationally.” 

Adult day services provide health care, 
nutrition services, socialization and daytime 
programs in a safe and monitored environ-
ment for seniors or adults with cognitive or 
physical impairments. They also allow care-
givers to go to work, shop for groceries or 
simply have a break from caring for their 
loved one, Al-Juboori said. 

“Adult day services is one of the largest 
community services for persons with demen-

tia,” she said. “It’s also, unfortunately, one 
of the least known options within home- and 
community-based services. 

“A lot of people have never heard of adult 
day services or have the misconception that 
it’s just day care. It’s so much more than that.” 

At least 63,000 people are living with Al-
zheimer’s – a form of dementia – in Missis-
sippi, according to the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation. The association also estimates that 
92,000 people in the state provide primary 
support to a person with dementia. 

If only a tenth of Mississippians with de-
mentia wanted to use adult day services, the 
state would need 91 more centers, the re-
searchers found. 

“We found that there’s a shortage across 
the state of Mississippi, whether that was in 
a populous area like the Jackson area, or in 
rural communities where there’s a general 
lack of health care access to not only adult 
day services, but to primary care providers, 
to hospitals, to any health care provider,” An-
derson said. 

“It’s important because (the lack of these 
services) places an undue burden primarily 
on family caregivers, but it’s also a disservice 
to the older adults who are remaining often 
alone and isolated, without that opportunity 
to socialize or to gather together with other 
people. So, it’s important not only to the fam-
ily caregivers, but to these older adults, as 
well.” 

Adult day services can be run by either pri-
vate organizations or government agencies, 
but funding opportunities for either structure 
are lacking, Anderson said. 

“Adult day services do not have access to 
the wider array of government funding that’s 
available for other programs that serve older 
adults,” he said. “So, funding is a primary 
cause of shortages. 

“If we could open access to additional fund-
ing streams, whether that’s through Medicaid, 
Medicare or another way, that would make a 
big diff erence for adult day centers.”

HEALTH

The Institute for the 
Advancement of Minority 

Health fi ghts Period 
Poverty in Mississippi  

Study fi nds major 
gaps in Dementia Care 

across Mississippi 

Knowing stroke signs can save 
a life when every minute counts 

 The Mississippi Link  Newswire 
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By Clara Turnage
Communications Specialist, University of Mississippi 
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AccelerateMS is invest-
ing in Northwest Missis-
sippi Community College to 
strengthen the region’s work-
force pipeline through a 
new commercial electrical pro-
gram and expanding the col-
lege’s robotic welding training. 

The investment enhanc-
es training opportunities for 
both credit and non-credit stu-
dents at the Batesville Con-
course and DeSoto Centers, 
equipping labs with com-
mercial electrical systems 
and robotic welding technol-
ogy. These programs prepare 
students for modern manu-
facturing and industrial en-
vironments where electrical 
systems, automation, and ro-
botic welding intersect. 

“By expanding access to 
advanced technical training, 
Northwest is helping meet the 
workforce needs of Mississip-
pi’s industrial economy—pre-
paring students for careers that 
demand technical versatility, 
safety awareness, and profi -
ciency in advanced automation 
technologies,” said Shelika 
Hooker, director of invest-
ments and initiatives at Accel-
erateMS. 

“These programs were es-
tablished to meet the increas-
ing regional demand for 
skilled workers in advanced 
manufacturing and construc-
tion industries while sup-
porting workforce develop-
ment and economic growth,” 
said Katie Broadway, director 
of career-technical education 
& program advancement at 
Northwest. “Together, these 
initiatives further strengthen 
the college’s commitment to 
workforce readiness, industry 
partnership, and economic de-
velopment across the service 
area.” 

With the $1.9 million invest-
ment, Northwest expanded 
workforce training capacity 
in high-demand fi elds, adding 
36 seats annually to the com-
mercial electrical and welding 
programs. Additionally, equip-
ment will be used to support 
direct industry training as 
needed in the region. 

Through the commercial 
electrical credit program, stu-
dents can earn a 30-hour ca-
reer certifi cate while gaining 
hands-on experience in com-
mercial and industrial elec-
trical systems, automation 
fundamentals, and industrial 
maintenance. Robotic welding 
training will equip students 
and incumbent workers with 
essential skills in automated 
welding processes widely used 
across advanced manufactur-
ing. Both programs are cur-
rently off ered as 30-hour career 
certifi cates. The welding pro-
gram will expand in the near 
future to include a 45-hour 
technical certifi cate option and 
a 60-hour associate of applied 
science degree pathway. 

Non-credit training will also 
be off ered to local business and 
industry employees, focusing 
on commercial and industrial 
electrical systems, robotic 
welding operations, and indus-
trial maintenance. This fl exible 
training model allows employ-
ers to upskill their workforce 
and remain competitive in a 
rapidly evolving economy. 

About AccelerateMS 
Ac c e l e r a t e M S  s u p p o r t s 

the people and businesses of 
Mississippi by creating and 
implementing workforce strat-
egies that link individuals to 
transformative, high-paying 
careers. Through strong part-
nerships and eff ective grants 
management, the organization 
promotes sustained individual, 
community, and statewide eco-
nomic growth. 

Alcorn State University Ca-
reer Services hosted its annual 
Student Leadership Conference 
in the Rudolph E. Waters Sr. 
Classroom Building, designed 
to support student leadership 
development and preparation for 
professional environments. 

The conference, which took 
place April 21-22, 2026, was led 
by keynote speaker Dr. Theresa 
Horne, Vice President, Com-
munity Manager for Chase in 
Jackson, Miss. Her presentation, 
titled “Purpose-Driven Leader-
ship in Action”, encouraged stu-
dents to pursue careers aligned 
with their passions and values, 
rather than focusing solely on 
salary. She emphasized the 
long-term fulfi llment that comes 
from meaningful work. 

“I feel that it was very impor-
tant to give back to a community 
that has given so much to me,” 
said Horne. “Coming here to Al-
corn State solidifi es in my mind 
how we can give back to the 
next generation, making sure 
that they’re prepared, ready and 
know who they are once they 
step out of these doors.” 

The conference featured a dy-
namic lineup of speakers who 
brought diverse perspectives 
from their experience in corpo-
rate leadership roles including 

Amber Therrell the HR special-
ist at Mississippi Blood Servic-
es, Monica Smith-Wallace the 
Early Talent Acquisition Man-
ager for Corporate Services at 
Caterpillar Inc. 

Levell Spencer the Global 
Human Resources Business 
Partner at Caterpillar Inc. and 
Dr. Jason Gibson, author and as-
sistant professor at Alcorn State 
University were also speakers at 
the event. 

“My driving force is centered 
around helping students de-
velop in their purpose and cul-
tivate their brand,” said Gibson. 
“Purpose and branding are two 
essential attributes required to 
thrive post undergrad. I believe 
the tools that we are equipping 
students with are going to be 

integral to their success leaving 
Alcorn.” 

Additional speakers were 
entrepreneurs who found solu-
tions to challenges they person-
ally experienced. Rahul Jindal, 
co-founder of MyCareerCloset, 
wanted to even the playing fi eld 
of fi rst impressions by provid-
ing students access to aff ordable 
clothing. Sterling Mark, founder 
of Sterling Empowerment, drew 
from his own experience with 
housing instability and frequent 
school transitions. His mission 
is to prepare students, equipping 
them with tools and knowledge 
that he wished he had. 

“Having the opportunity to 
pour knowledge into them that 
could help them better prepare 
for the next phase of their life is 

my purpose,” said Mark. “See-
ing the faces of the students 
receiving the information and 
watching them leave empow-
ered and rejuvenated is some-
thing I wouldn’t trade for the 
world. I look forward to return-
ing to the rich history here at Al-
corn State and keeping the fi re 
alive in them.” 

The conference bridged the 
gap between corporate profes-
sionals and entrepreneurs, ex-
posing students to tools that can 
help them thrive beyond their 
undergraduate education. The 
university continues to invest in 
shaping confi dent, career-ready 
scholars who will strive to make 
an impact in their fi elds. 

Nissan believes in 
the power of education.

Celebrating 
20 years of service 
in the Greater 
Jackson Area.
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Time served.
If you’ve ever faced a judge 

in a courtroom, that’s what you 
hope to hear. A few hours in a 
concrete room, maybe an un-
comfortable overnight, done. 
It’s not fun, it might be embar-
rassing, but it’s over and you 
move on, chastised. Unless, as 
in the new book “A Terrible In-
timacy” by Melvin Patrick Ely, 
time served was a lifetime.

When you think about slav-
ery, the image of large fi elds 
and entire households full 
of enslaved people probably 

comes to mind.
That, says Ely, isn’t the 

whole story. In the years pri-
or to the Civil War, he says, 
roughly “one-quarter of Amer-
ica’s enslaved people lived on 
large plantations with fi fty or 
more forced laborers…” An-
other twenty-fi ve percent dwelt 
on smaller plantations with 
slightly fewer enslaved people.

The rest – about half of this 
country’s enslaved people - 
lived on small farmsteads; in 
fact, households that held fi ve 
or fewer enslaved people “were 
very numerous.”

This, Ely says, meant that 

slaveholders were very familiar 
with those they held in bond-
age, and they likely knew those 
held by their neighbors. They 
might have attended church 
with enslaved people, or sought 
medical help from a enslaved 
Black doctor.

“Trade across racial lines 
was frequent,” he says, “shared 
recreation not rare.”

Such “intimacy” sometimes 
led to looser rules for enslaved 
people. It also led to a surprise: 
“An enslaved person charged 
with a crime in Virginia, and 
in the South generally, would 
have had legal representation” 

in the case of an alleged crime.
A Black man named Tom, for 

example, was accused of kill-
ing an overseer in a fi ght - but 
was the fi ght cloaked in a whole 
other matter? Nancy Morgan 
was viciously murdered by a 
“negro” named Solomon – or 
was she nothing more than “a 
wayward, shiftless pauper”? 
Mary Tatum accused George of 
rape. Was it a case of mistaken 
identity?

And when Hillery Richard-
son was mortally wounded by 
William, the jury had to decide: 
who was really the victim?

So you say you’re a big fan 

of mysteries. Nothing like a 
good whodunit, right? Then 
check out “A Terrible Intima-
cy” and see if it doesn’t fi t just 
perfectly.

Because it will. Reading au-
thor Melvin Patrick Ely’s work 
is like having Matlock on the 
sofa by you, and Easy Rawlins 
next to her. It’s part courtroom 
procedural, with a historical 
angle that Ely is studiously 
careful to explain, and the kind 
of excitement you’d expect 
from life-or-death testimo-
nies, a few shockers, and some 
heartbreak. Readers will clear-
ly understand Ely’s obvious ex-

citement in teasing apart these 
tales – they are, after all, things 
that happened to real people in 
real court cases, presented with 
a shared knowledge of 19th-
century vocabulary and slang, 
culture, and with fi lled-in-the-
blanks for deeper understand-
ing. If you feel like a real sleuth 
while you’re reading, you’re 
not far off .

This is a book well-told by a 
great storyteller, and if you’re 
a fan of courtroom-thriller nov-
els or historical events, you 
won’t be sorry to fi nd it. Start 
“A Terrible Intimacy” and it 
will serve you well.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
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Mississippi Valley State Uni-
versity Director of Athletics Dr. 
Alecia Shields-Gadson an-
nounced the hiring of Mike 
Davis as the 13th head men’s 
basketball coach of the Delta 
Devils program. A veteran lead-
er with more than three decades 
of coaching experience, Davis 
brings a proven track record of 
success at every level of Divi-
sion I basketball to lead the Del-
ta Devils program.

Davis arrives in Itta Bena with 
over 35 years of coaching expe-
rience, including 24 seasons as 
a head coach and 14 postseason 
appearances. Throughout his 
career, his teams have recorded 
nine 20-win seasons and posted 
winning records in 15 of his 24 
campaigns, underscoring his 
consistency and ability to build 
competitive programs.

“We are excited to welcome 
Coach Davis to Mississippi Val-
ley State University,” said Dr. 
Shields-Gadson. “His experi-
ence, leadership, and champi-
onship pedigree make him the 
right person to lead our men’s 
basketball program into a new 
era. He understands what it 
takes to win at a high level and 
develop student-athletes both on 
and off  the court.”

Davis compiled a 412-360 
overall record during his head 

coaching career, with stops 
at Indiana University Bloom-
ington, University of Alabama 
at Birmingham, Texas Southern 
University, and University of 
Detroit Mercy. Over that span, 
he guided teams to nine NCAA 
Tournament appearances, in-
cluding four with Indiana, one 
with UAB, and four with Texas 
Southern.

Davis is perhaps best 
known for his tenure at Indi-
ana Hoosiers men’s basketball, 
where he succeeded legend-
ary coach Bobby Knight. In 
2002, he led the Hoosiers to the 
NCAA National Championship 

game while capturing a share 
of the Big Ten regular-season 
title, cementing one of the most 
memorable runs in program his-
tory.

His list of accolades includes 
Conference USA Coach of 
the Year honors in 2011 while 
at UAB, along with multiple 
Southwestern Athletic Confer-
ence Coach of the Year recogni-
tions (2013, 2015, 2016) during 
his time at Texas Southern. Da-
vis also captured fi ve regular-
season conference titles and 
four SWAC Tournament cham-
pionships, further highlighting 
his championship pedigree.

During his six-year tenure at 
Texas Southern, Davis posted 
a 115-89 record, including an 
impressive 88-20 mark in con-
ference play. His teams claimed 
four regular-season titles and 
four conference tournament 
championships, advancing to 
four NCAA Tournaments. In 
2018, Texas Southern earned its 
fi rst NCAA Tournament victory 
with a First Four win over North 
Carolina Central.

Davis began his head coach-
ing career at Indiana (2000–06), 
compiling a 115-79 record and 
leading the Hoosiers to fi ve 
postseason appearances. His 

teams excelled in March, re-
cording a 21-12 mark, including 
a 7-4 record in NCAA Tour-
nament play. He was also the 
fi rst coach in program history 
to open his tenure with three 
consecutive 20-win seasons and 
three straight NCAA Tourna-
ment appearances.

Following Indiana, Davis 
took over at UAB (2006–12), 
where he led the Blazers to a 
122-72 record and four consecu-
tive postseason appearances. 
His 2010-11 squad captured 
the program’s fi rst Conference 
USA regular-season title, earn-
ing him Coach of the Year hon-
ors while guiding UAB to an 
NCAA Tournament at-large bid.

At Detroit Mercy, Davis con-
tinued to impact the game while 
coaching his son, Antoine Da-
vis, who became one of the 
most prolifi c scorers in NCAA 
history. Antoine Davis fi nished 
his career as the second-leading 
scorer in Division I history with 
3,664 points and set the all-time 
record for three-pointers made 
with 588. He was also a two-
time Horizon League Player of 
the Year and a fi ve-time First 
Team All-Horizon League se-
lection.

In addition to his success on 
the court, Davis has empha-
sized academic achievement 
throughout his career. His UAB 

program recorded four consecu-
tive semesters with a perfect 
1000 APR score, refl ecting his 
commitment to student-athlete 
development.

A former standout player 
at University of Alabama, Da-
vis earned Alabama’s Mr. Bas-
ketball honors in 1979 and went 
on to score 1,211 career points 
while ranking among the pro-
gram’s all-time leaders in steals. 
The Crimson Tide posted an 80-
42 record during his collegiate 
career, advancing to multiple 
postseason tournaments.

Davis most recently served 
as an assistant coach at Univer-
sity of Memphis from 2024–26, 
continuing his involvement in 
the game at a high level.

“I am honored and excited to 
lead Mississippi Valley State’s 
men’s basketball program,” said 
Davis. “This is a proud pro-
gram with a strong tradition, 
and I look forward to building 
a culture of discipline, tough-
ness, and success. Our goal is to 
compete for championships and 
represent this university with 
pride.”

Davis and his wife, Tami-
lya, have one son, Antoine. He 
is also the father  of Mike Da-
vis Jr. and Lateesha.Mike Da-
vis, Textbox 

Trey Johnson was formally 
introduced as the new head 
men’s basketball coach at Jack-
son State University in front of 
family, friends, former team-
mates, and alumni at the Lee 
E. Williams Athletics & As-
sembly Center on Monday 
morning. 

He was named as the interim 
head coach early in April, and 
had the tag removed on April 
15. 

Johnson served as the As-
sociate Head Coach at Jackson 
State over the past four seasons 
he has been instrumental in 
developing top talent and men-
toring All-SWAC performers 
- most notably Jordan O’Neal 
(Defensive Player of the Year 
2023), Ken Evans (Player of 
the Year 2024), Dorian Mc-

Millian (Freshman of the Year 
2025), and Deashun Ruffi  n 
(Player of the Year 2026 and 
Bailey Howell Trophy Finalist 
2026). Johnson began his col-

legiate coaching career at Ala-
bama State University in 2020, 
where he served as Associate 
Head Coach for two seasons. 
During his tenure, he played a 

key role in player development, 
recruiting, and game strategy, 
helping guide the program’s 
growth and competitiveness 
within the conference. 

He is widely regarded as one 
of the most decorated players 
in program history. During his 
standout collegiate career, he 
earned back-to-back First Team 
All-SWAC honors (2005-06, 
2006-07) and was named the 
2006-07 SWAC Player of the 
Year after a dominant senior 
campaign in which he aver-
aged over 27 points per game, 
ranking among the nation’s top 
scorers. He also garnered Pre-
season Player of the Year hon-
ors, was named SWAC Tourna-
ment MVP, and led the Tigers 
to the 2007 SWAC Tournament 
Championship and an NCAA 
Tournament appearance. 

His legacy at Jackson State 
is cemented in the record 
books. He remains the pro-
gram’s single-season all-time 
leader in scoring (points per 

game and total points), free 
throws made, and free throws 
attempted, while also joining 
the prestigious 1,000-point 
club in just two seasons. His 
national recognition includes 
being named a Box To Row 
All-American, a 2006 Bailey 
Howell Trophy fi nalist, and the 
2007 Bailey Howell Trophy 
Award winner. In recognition 
of his historic impact, Johnson 
was inducted into the Jackson 
State Sports Hall of Fame in 
2020. 

Johnson’s connection to 
Jackson State runs deep. His 
father, brother, wife, and sev-
eral extended family members 
also attended the university. 
His wife, Dana Johnson (Yo-
shimura), is a former SWAC 
Champion and Defensive Play-
er of the Year in volleyball. 

Mississippi Valley State names Mike 
Davis new Head Men’s Basketball Coach  

Trey Johnson formally introduced as Jackson State 
University’s new Head Men’s Basketball Coach 

SPORTS

 Trey Johnson, JSU  head  basketball coach

MVSU Communications

Mississippi Link Newswire

to vote. By 2024, nearly 22 million Black voters were registered na-
tionwide, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. 

The United States is now witnessing the unraveling of nearly a 
century of organizing, civil disobedience and personal sacrifi ce by 
ordinary people who helped build Black political power to heights un-
seen since Reconstruction. Veterans of the voting rights movement 
— people who bled with John Lewis on the 1965 march in Selma, 
Alabama, that became known as Bloody Sunday or marched with the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. — are seeing those hard-won victories 
stripped away from their descendants. 

“I’m the fi rst generation of Americans born with equal rights,” said 
Jonathan Jackson, a Democratic congressman from Illinois who is the 
60-year-old son of the Rev. Jesse Jackson, the late civil rights leader. 
Jonathan Jackson said the idea that his children could grow up with 
fewer protections was “surreal and devastating.” 

For Charles Mauldin, who was beaten by law enforcement as a 
teenager on Bloody Sunday, the ruling refl ects a skirmish that was 
never as settled as some hoped. 

“I’m disappointed but not surprised,” said Mauldin, 78, of Bir-
mingham, Alabama. “They’ve been chipping away at the 1965 Voting 
Rights Act for the last 60 years.” 

Who holds power now 
In Louisiana, younger Black politicians say the high court’s ruling 

could reshape not just who wins elections, but whether candidates can 
compete at all, particularly in down-ballot races that often serve as 
steppingstones to higher offi  ce. 

Davante Lewis, a 34-year-old Democrat who serves on the state’s 
utility regulatory board, said he expects districts could be redrawn in 
ways that make it harder for candidates like him to win. 

“They can target my communities … to ensure that I can’t get to an 
elected offi  ce,” said Lewis, who is one of several plaintiff s in the origi-
nal Louisiana gerrymandering case that went to the Supreme Court. 

Jamie Davis, a Black farmer in northeast Louisiana and a Demo-
cratic candidate for U.S. Senate, said the decision risks discouraging 
voters already skeptical that their voices matter. “I want to be opti-
mistic, but how can you be optimistic when voter turnout in the past 
election cycles has been really low,” Davis said. 

Tennessee is among the states bracing for new redistricting ef-
forts. State Rep. Justin Pearson, who represents Memphis and is 
running for Congress, said people who struggled to pass the Voting 
Rights Act are “shocked and devastated that they’re having to reliti-
gate the same fi ghts that they fought 60 years ago.” But he also pre-
dicted that eff orts to reduce Black representation could “reinvigorate a 
civil rights movement in the South that demands equal representation, 
that demands fairness, that demands justice and equality.” 

Supporters of the Supreme Court ruling said it reinforces a race-
neutral approach to redistricting and they say political lines should 
not be drawn primarily based on race. Mississippi state Rep. Bryant 
Clark said that view ignores how race and party align in the state. In 
Mississippi, where most Black voters are Democrats and most white 
voters are Republicans, he said the two are often indistinguishable. 

“It’s just a roundabout way to basically legalize racially discrimina-
tory redistricting in the state,” Clark said. In 1967, his father, Robert 
Clark Jr., became the fi rst Black lawmaker elected to the Mississippi 
Legislature since Reconstruction. 

With Black residents making up about 38 percent of Mississippi’s 
population, Edward Blackmon Jr. said the current maps allow Black 
voters to elect candidates in some districts while keeping Republican 
majorities intact across much of the state. 

He said lawmakers have little incentive to change that balance 
because moving Black voters into more districts would make those 
seats less reliably conservative and force candidates to compete for a 
broader electorate. 

“Where do you think the population goes? They don’t just disap-

pear,” Blackmon said. “What incumbent wants that type of district 
right now?” 

Fight continues 
Blackmon was raised in Canton, “when Jim Crow was in full 

bloom.” 
Black children attended separate schools, and during cotton-pick-

ing season, classes let out early as rickety trucks with wooden sides 
arrived to take students to the fi elds, where they spent hours working. 
At home, he watched those inequalities play out in quieter ways. 

His father, a World War II veteran who left the sharecropping farm 
where Blackmon’s grandfather had worked, struggled to fi nd steady 
work in Mississippi after returning from military service and becom-
ing involved in civil rights organizing. He eventually left for New York 
to make a living — part of a generation of Black veterans who faced 
barriers to jobs and opportunities their white counterparts received. 

Blackmon remembers sitting nearby as his father and other com-
munity leaders gathered on the porch, talking late into the night about 
forming a local NAACP chapter “It was embedded in my memory and 
experience that it was worth the struggle,” he said. When the Voting 
Rights Act passed, it did not immediately change those realities. In 
places like Canton, federal offi  cials set up registration tables on down-
town streets so Black residents could sign up to vote without facing 
harassment or intimidation from local authorities. 

In the years that followed, Blackmon and other lawyers used the 
law to challenge at-large election systems that prevented Black com-
munities from electing candidates of their choice. Cities and counties 
were forced to redraw maps into single-member districts. 

When those districts still diluted Black voting strength, activists 
returned to court. 

“Without the Voting Rights Act, Mississippi would look so much 
diff erent than it looks now,” Blackmon said. 

Voting
Continued from page 1
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The Terry High School Band recently had the opportunity to 
participate in “Day with the Boom,” an exciting and enriching 
experience that left a lasting impression on its members.

Students engaged in a dynamic, hands-on environment that 
combined musical excellence with mentorship and exposure to 
high-level performance. The event not only showcased the power 
of music but also provided valuable learning opportunities that will 
benefit the band members both on and off the field.

Overall, “Day with the Boom” proved to be an inspiring and 
educational experience for the Terry High School Band, further 
strengthening their passion for music and performance.

Terry High School Band Participates in “Day with the Boom”

HINDS COUNTY SCHOOL 
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