
As part of a consolidation 

plan for the 2023-2024 aca-

demic school year, the Jack-

son Public Schools Board de-

cided to close Brinkley Middle 

School. On April 18, 2023, the 

JPS Board of Trustees approved 

the decision. As a result, Brin-

kley merged with Lanier High 

School, designated to serve 

grades 7-12. 

Ward 3 Councilman Ken-

neth Stokes met with concerned 

Jackson citizens at the Grove 

Park Community Center (4126 

Parkway Ave., Jackson, MS 

39213) regarding the closing of 

Brinkley Middle School Tues-

day evening, March 17, 2026. 

Some in attendance expressed 

that once the facility becomes 

vacant, problems are bound to 

occur. Hence, some problems 

could be off set with creative 
ideas and events in place.  

Judge Tametrice E. Hodges 

recalled that school merging oc-

curred when she was a student. 

She attended Jackson�s Walton 

Elementary School (3200 Bailey 

Avenue Extension) and Rowan 

Middle School (136 E. Ash St). 

Rowan offi  cially closed in 2017. 
Students were consolidated into 

Brinkley Middle School. As of 

last academic year, the school 

has been marred by vandalism 

and arson, giving rise to lo-

cal concerns. The JPS Board 

of Trustees denied approval of 

the Midtown Public Charter 

School�s proposal to lease it. 

Some attendants concurred 

that organization within the 

community is crucial, but orga-

nization involves exercising as-

sertiveness without becoming 

emotional. Community mem-

bers should have a willingness 

to speak openly among them-

selves by identifying the prob-

lem. Then they should pose a 

solution. 

Much discussion centered 

around the need to establish 

facilities for youth to engage 

in meaningful activities. Such 

activities would keep them in 

Jackson and keep them posi-

tively focused. Some concurred 

Gloster Mississippi is a town 

in Amite County, whose popu-

lation has declined from 960 in 

2010 to 897 in 2020, is 71 per-

cent African American, and has 

a total land area of 1.82 square 

miles, per Census data. Like 

many small Mississippi towns, 

Gloster has seen better days. 

Residents travel to McComb or 

Jackson for specialty healthcare. 

Schools closed and children now 

attend the Amite County School 

District in Liberty, Mississippi. 

There are numerous businesses 

still on Main Street in Gloster, 

yet closed and vacant spaces far 

outnumber them.

 Wednesday, March 25, 2026, 

the Greater Greener Gloster 

Project hosted a forum featuring 

nine of the fi fty-eight members 
of the Mississippi Legislative 

Black Caucus. An opportunity 

for a Community Conversation 

between residents and legisla-

tors, which drew well over 100 

people. The legislators took a 

quick tour of the DRAX Amite 

Biomass Plant and adjacent area 

by car just prior to the start of 

the forum. These dedicated leg-

islators were from districts all 

over Mississippi yet wanted to 

see Gloster with their own eyes. 

Gloster�s mayor was introduced 

and off ered a kind welcome to 
the visiting legislators.

While the core focus of the 

gathering was the negative en-

vironmental impacts caused by 

the round-the-clock operation 

of the DRAX Biomass facility, 

some questions from the audi-

ence went to economic devel-

opment, education, voting, and 

crime. Representative Cheikh 

Taylor, who currently serves 

as Chairman of the Mississippi 

Democratic Party summed it up 

In the face of one of the 

nation�s most urgent wa-

ter emergencies, a group 

of women stepped forward 

when systems failed and 

leadership faltered. During 

the height of the Jackson 

water crisis, community 

advocates and legal interve-

nors became the backbone 

of a movement demanding 

safe, reliable drinking wa-

ter as a fundamental human 

right.

Among them, Danyelle 

Holmes and Rukia Lumum-

ba stood alongside Brooke 

Floyd and Makani Themba, 

helping to lead a sustained 

push for accountability, 

transparency, and long-term 

solutions. Working with the 

Mississippi Poor People�s 

Campaign and the People�s 

Advocacy Institute, these 

women helped elevate the 

voices of residents who had 

long been unheard.

Their work as intervenor 

plaintiff s was not simply 
legal, it was deeply rooted 

in community trust. They 

organized, educated, and 

mobilized residents while 

pressing for systemic change 

in how water infrastructure 

is governed and maintained.

Danyelle Holmes stated 

Monday, March 30� �At 

11:23 this morning, the Mis-

sissippi House voted 78 to 

40 to take control of Jack-

son�s water away from its 

people. No rate study. No 

feasibility study. No com-

munity input. Nothing. Just 

a vote. Just like that.

Holmes went on to say, 

�Let me be clear about what 

water means in this city. 

Water is not just life. Water 

is health. Water is economic 

dignity. Water is political 

power. And when you strip 

a majority-Black city of 

control over its own water 

without a single study to jus-

tify it, you are not solving a 

crisis. You are transferring 

power from the people to 

the market. From residents 

to contractors. From democ-

racy to profi t.
Detroit lost control of its 

water, and 141,000 Black 

households were cut off . 
Flint trusted the process 

and got lead in its pipes. 

Chester, Pennsylvania had 

a water authority generating 

$51 million a year and went 

bankrupt anyway because 

not one dollar went back to 

the people. That is the blue-

print they just voted to bring 

to Jackson. Forty represen-

tatives said no. Their names 

are on that roll call and so is 

their courage. The other sev-

enty-eight, their names are 

on there too. And the people 

of Jackson will not forget.

The Prophet Amos said 

let justice roll down like wa-

ters. Not trickle. Not seep. 

Roll. That is our standard. 

That is our demand. And 

we will not stop until Jack-

son�s water is governed by 

Jackson�s people. �Water is 

life. Water is power. Water 

is a human right. And today 

they took ours. We intend to 

take it back,� said Holmes.

Holmes� remarks un-

derscored the urgency and 

historical weight of the mo-

ment, framing the decision 

as part of a broader pattern 

of disinvestment and loss of 

local control in Black com-

munities.

�For Jackson residents, 

water as a human right 

means much more than 

turning on the faucet, it 

means being able to trust 

that what comes out is safe, 

aff ordable, and consistent. It 
means not having to choose 

between paying a water bill 

and buying groceries and 

not living in fear that the 

system will fail again,� said 

Rukia Lumumba of the Peo-

ple�s Advocacy Institute.

Lumumba framed the cri-

sis not just as an infrastruc-

ture issue, but as a matter of 

dignity, equity, and justice, 

one that continues to shape 

the daily lives of Jackson 

residents.

Together, these leaders 
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Community Conversation in Gloster with 
Mississippi Legislative Black Caucus

 By Christopher Young 
Contributing Writer
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Morgan Freeman’s 
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Jackson’s concerned citizens meet with Ward 3 Councilman 
Kenneth Stokes to discuss Brinkley Middle School closing 

Judge Pieter Teeuwissin identifi ed with attendants and voiced concerns 
regarding school consolidation.  PHOTO BY JANICE NEAL-VINCENT

Gloster Mayor Wayne Jerry Norwood. 
Dominic Fisher; 13, and Averi Norwood; 14 – with parting 
messages for the audience. PHOTOS: CHRISTOPHER YOUNG

L-R: (Front Row) Moderator Rita Brent. Senator Justin Pope (D-24), Rep. Cheikh Taylor (D-38), Rep. Daryl Porter, Jr. (D-98), Rep. Zakiya 
Summers (D-68), Rep. Kabir Karriem (D-41), Rep. John G. Faulkner (D-5), Rep. Justin Crosby (D-22), Rep. Rickey Thompson (D-16), and 
Senator Reginald Jackson (D-11). (Standing) Naya Black, Project Organizer with Dogwood Alliance. Krystal Nicole Martin, Owner of KMar-
tin Group and Founder of Greater Greener Gloster.

 By Edelia “Dr. Jay” Carthan
Contributing Writer

 By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer 

COMMENTARY

Resurrection Sunday And God raised the Lord and will 
also raise us up by his power.

1 Corinthians 6:14



AMR Central Mississippi 

graduated ten candidates for 

certifi cation as emergency medi-
cal technicians (EMTs) from the 
operation’s latest in-house paid 
course. After passing a manda-
tory national exam, each will 
become an EMT in the Hinds 
County EMS system. Eight will 
work fulltime at AMR with start-
ing base pay of $41,200 per year 
plus overtime. The other gradu-
ates will work fulltime at the 
Jackson Fire Department. The 
JFD personnel are eligible for 
part-time EMT positions with 
AMR.  

The group is the seventeenth 

since 2019 to complete AMR’s 
EMT course at its Jackson facil-
ity.   Calling the program “Earn 
While You Learn,” AMR hires 
strong applicants and pays them 
to take the ten to twelve week 
course. The program enables 
job seekers to launch a career on 
AMR’s ambulances and reduces 
the region�s pressing shortage of 

EMS caregivers in Hinds County.  
Including the March 30 class, 

approximately 175 metro area 
residents have graduated from 
AMR’s in-house paid EMT 

courses.  

AMR’s EMT instructor Mal-
colm Robinson said 44 percent of 
the EMTs staffi  ng AMR Central 
Mississippi ambulances are grad-
uates of in-house courses. He 
said, “These graduates, like those 
from our sixteen previous cours-
es, will augment our current team 
of EMTs and paramedics. They 
will enlarge the AMR workforce 
that protects every Hinds County 
resident, commuter, visitor and 
transient from medical and trau-
ma emergencies”  

The ceremony included re-

marks from local AMR leaders 
and area offi  cials. 

AMR will start its eighteenth 
Earn While You Learn course in 

April and nineteenth course in  

August. To inquire about ad-
mission, contact. Malcolm Rob-
inson at 601-919-7860 or  

Malcolm.robinson@gmr.net.   
Serving 15 Mississippi coun-

ties, AMR companies are among 
the state’s busiest ambulance ser-
vices.  

About American Medical Re-
sponse (AMR)   

American Medical Response, 

Inc., America’s leading provider 
of emergency medical services, 
provides mobile healthcare in 
40 states and the District of Co-
lumbia. More than 28,000 AMR 
paramedics, EMTs, RNs and oth-
er professionals work together 
to care for more than 4.8 million 
patients nationwide each year 
in critical, emergency and non-
emergency situations. For more 
information about AMR, visit 
www.amr.net or on Facebook 
and LinkedIn.   

AMR is part of Global Medi-
cal Response, the largest air 

and ground emergency medical 
service provider in the United 

States. With 34,000 team mem-
bers, the organization reaches 
more than 61 percent of the U.S. 
population, providing emergen-
cy medical care to 5.5 million 
patients annually and perform-
ing a critical intervention every 
91 seconds. For over two de-
cades, GMR’s Offi  ce of Emer-
gency Management (OEM) has 
partnered with FEMA, DHS, 
HHS, state agencies, and private 
partners to deliver rapid, life-
saving services during large-

scale disasters, acts of terrorism, 
and public health emergencies, 
deploying over 80 times across 
all 10 FEMA regions. Its fam-
ily of solutions includes ambu-
lance EMS provider American 
Medical Response (AMR), as 
well as multiple air EMS orga-
nizations including Air Evac 
Lifeteam, REACH Air Medical 
Services, Guardian Flight, Med-
Trans Corporation, and AirMed 
International. For additional in-
formation, visit GMR at www.
globalmedicalresponse.com, or 
on Facebook and LinkedIn.    
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and effi cient travel is of para-

(2) hours before their fl ight 

thanks for fl ying JAN!  

AMR Central Mississippi graduates ten newly 
trained emergency medical technicians from 
17th in-house �earn while you learn� course

Colandra Rucker (far left), Clinical Education Specialist and Haley Sledge (far right), Criti-

cal Case Paramedic with graduating class   PHOTOS BY KEVIN BRADLEY Ryan Wilson, Operations Manager, speaking to the graduates from the podium.

The Mississippi Link Newswire



challenged harmful policies and pushed for a public water sys-

tem grounded in accountability and the basic rights of the peo-

ple. Their advocacy continues to shape the ongoing conversation 

about infrastructure, equity, and the role of community leader-

ship in crisis response.

As we reflect during Women’s History Month, their efforts 

serve as a reminder: real change is often carried forward not by 

institutions, but by individuals willing to stand in the gap and 

fight.
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after the meeting. “This is an opportunity to hold corporations ac-

countable and work with local leadership to prepare for the future. 

Having partners is needed. Without great partners and influence 
from local leaders and the community, the problems here will be 

exacerbated.” The Chairman’s comments reminded this writer of 
Congressman Thompson’s comments – when he came to a commu-

nity forum on the impacts of DRAX’s pollution in Gloster August 
23, 2023 – “…this country belongs to all of us…there is a differ-
ence between right and wrong…community-focused results require 
people to come together and develop a plan.”

Coming together, finding partners, and developing a plan is a spe-

cial challenge in Gloster. This was highlighted during the forum and 
afterwards. Gloster’s Mayor Norwood stands with DRAX. During 
the forum he rose to push back on comments regarding community 

engagement saying, “These people don’t come to meetings.” A re-

markable thing to say about his own constituents – the same people 
that pay his salary. Representative Zakiya Summers responded as 

the master communicator that she is, sharing her own experience 

that true leadership requires reaching out to constituents as she has 

done in District 68, not always expecting them to come to you. Her 
very presence at the event, over two hours from her own district, 

proved her point further, and was well received by the audience.

After the forum, someone with the mayor said that transparency, 

honesty, and truth were needed, and this writer asked the mayor why 

he doesn’t respond to messages left for him. His response was that 
he doesn’t respond to phone calls from people he doesn’t know and 
that most of the time the media doesn’t tell the truth about things. 
When I asked if he was aware that some residents are convinced 
that he is in the pocket of Drax, he sternly told me to tell them they 

need to say it to his face so that he can sue them. Beyond Mayor 
Norwood, other elected officials are also pro-Drax. Ward 1 Alder-
woman Betty Green was quite vocal, stating, “I was not even in-

vited to this meeting. I was born and raised here. Other businesses, 
I’m not naming names, have been worse, much worse, horrible. The 
people writing grants (Greater Greener Gloster Project and their 
partners) are only doing it for personal gain. I don’t want people to 
be ill, but these health conditions that people have are post-Covid 

illnesses in people that have smoked their entire lives. I trust the 
decisions coming from MDEQ.” 

Elected officials firmly advocating for a company that in over ten 
years of operation, has only created a walking path in town and 

gives away turkeys during the holidays. They claim to be boosting 

job growth, but only 15 percent of the workforce lives in Gloster, 
per one survey. Mississippi taxpayers provided grants and tax relief 
totaling $4.3 million to recruit Drax to Gloster. 

It’s also hard to hear Gloster elected officials double-down on the 

decision-making of the Mississippi Department of Environmental 
Quality. MDEQ has fined Drax Amite nearly $3 million for viola-

tions including exceeding hazardous emission levels, monitoring 

shortcomings, recordkeeping violations, etc. Drax responded by 

asking MDEQ to modify their permit to increase the hazardous air 
pollutant levels. In April 2025, MDEQ denied the request, but by 
October 2025, MDEQ’s all-white board unanimously approved the 
application to raise the pollution levels. 

How can elected officials claim to be serving their constituents 
when nearly 80percent of residents of Gloster are being represent-
ed by Ben Crump or Singleton Schreiber in lawsuits against Drax 

Amite. 

This issue is not going away. In addition to representatives from 
Dogwood Alliance and Southern Echo, Jacqueline Marsaw, a Field 
Representative from Congressman Thompson’s Natchez Office was 
present, as was Katherine T. Egland, a member of the NAACP Na-

tional Executive Board and Chairwoman of the Board’s Environ-

mental and Climate Justice Committee.
Representative Justin Crosby, a Democrat from Aberdeen, Mis-

sissippi, reminded the audience of an inescapable truth, “We’ve 
got to work together. If it was any other community, they (Drax) 
couldn’t even be here.”  

Gloster
Continued from page 1

Water
Continued from page 1

that the school board has funds for a baseball center or a softball 

center. They claimed that if facilities such as these were estab-

lished, then the children would come back. 

Attorney ReJohnna Brown Mitchell – President, Hinds County 
Federation of Democratic Women – shared, “Give Brinkley the 

historical designation as one of the oldest African American high 

schools in Jackson. Propose to the Jackson Public School System 
to have a Career Development Center for different programs that 
aren’t operable in the school system. Also, with the historic des-

ignation, get the Mississippi History and Archives to develop and 

restore the building.” 

“We don’t need to forget. JPS doesn’t need to lose control. Mr. 
Brinkley was a man of great character. JPS can make it whatever 
they like, and there needs to be a legal injunction to step in, in 
my opinion, the madness of getting rid of Brinkley,” stated Larry 

“Big” White.  
Stokes issued a caveat to the citizens. “Do not turn Grove Park 

out of the hands of the city. You have lost 30 percent of your sales 

tax. See this man (referencing Pieter Teeuwissin, Chief Admin-

istrative Officer for the City of Jackson, who was sitting beside 
him). He’s got money. You have to talk to him about saving Brin-

kley.” Teeuwissin acknowledged that he was open for discussion 

and he welcomed the citizens.  

Stokes concluded that the community should have input into the 

decision-making of Brinkley Middle School and the well-being 
of the students. He expressed that a museum or a recreation cen-

ter should be considered. “We’re trying to make sure that Sam 
Brinkley will never be forgotten whether we have a museum or 

recreation center that will not fall into the hands of those who will 

destroy the good name.” 

Brinkley
Continued from page 1

Jackson citizens came with questions and comments regarding Brinkley Middle 
School’s closing. PHOTOS BY JANICE NEAL-VINCENT 

 Judge Tametrice Hodges makes compelling appeal. 
to the audience 
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PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

Morgan Freeman�s Symphonic Blues experi-

ence was held Friday, March 27 at Thalia Mara 

Hall, to a sold-out audience. Freeman delivered 

via video a powerful narration that blended music 

and storytelling to trace the deep roots of the blues 

in Mississippi. The evening featured appearances 

by famed national journalist of NBC News, Lester 

Holt, who joined in on the fi nal song. Earlier in the 
day, Holt interviewed Freeman for an upcoming 

documentary. 

Hometown blues legend Vasti Jackson. made 

a very welcomed appearance and through song 

highlighted his love for the City of Jackson and 

Jackson State University. Recognizing his cultur-

al impact, Mayor John Horhn presented Freeman 

with a key to the city. The event not only marked 

the symphony’s fi rst sold-out crowd but also re-
inforced Mississippi�s legacy as the birthplace of 

the blues, with Freeman masterfully narrating its 

history with authenticity and authority. 

Morgan Freeman�s Symphonic Blues Experience 
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The documentary Farming Free-

dom will be screened in the Mississip-

pi Delta for the fi rst time on Thursday, 
April 9, at 5:30 p.m. at the Crossroads 
Cultural Arts Center, during the an-
nual Juke Joint Festival in Clarksdale. 

The screening is especially signifi -
cant as it brings the fi lm to the Delta 
region where its story is rooted. Farm-
ing Freedom explores the generational 

struggle for Black land ownership and 

economic independence through the 

lens of a Bolivar County farm fam-
ily. The documentary highlights both 
the historical barriers faced by Black 

farmers and the resilience required to 

maintain land and legacy in Missis-

sippi. 
Through her own family’s story, 

fi lmmaker Kayla Turner Thomas, a 
native of the Mississippi Delta, shares 
these deeply personal experiences that 

refl ect broader themes of land, identi-
ty, and freedom in America. The April 
9 screening marks a homecoming mo-

ment for both the fi lmmaker and the 
fi lm. 

�There�s no more meaningful place 

to screen Farming Freedom than the 

Mississippi Delta,” said Thomas. “As 
someone raised and shaped by the 

Delta in Bolivar County just down 

the highway from Clarksdale, this 
screening is a chance to refl ect on this 
unsung history with my own commu-

nity.” 
�It�s important for festival goers 

to experience the history and culture 

of the Delta from the perspectives of 

the Black residents of the Delta,” said 
Chandra Williams, executive director 
of the Crossroads Cultural Arts Cen-
ter. “Experiences such as this provide 
an insight which goes beyond the usu-

al tourist experience. This screening 
will [illuminate] a self-suffi  ciency that 
comes from an intimate relationship 

with the land.” 

The Juke Joint Festival, known for 
celebrating the rich blues heritage and 

cultural traditions of Clarksdale and 
the Mississippi Delta, provides a fi t-
ting backdrop for the fi lm’s fi rst Delta 
screening. The addition of Farming 
Freedom expands the festival�s cul-

tural off erings by engaging audiences 
in conversations about history, land 
ownership, and generational legacy. 

In addition to the Clarksdale screen-
ing, Farming Freedom will contin-
ue its national tour with upcoming 

screenings this fall: 
October 2, 2026 — South Carolina 

Black Farmers Coalition Annual Con-
ference in Columbia, SC 

October 2026 — Pace University in 
Pleasantville, NY (exact date to be an-
nounced) 

The documentary has been featured 

in screenings across multiple states and 

continues to spark dialogue about land 

retention, agricultural heritage, and the 
long-term impact of systemic barriers 

on Black farmers in the United States. 
To bring Farming Freedom to your 

community, organize a Q&A with the 
director, or watch the trailer, visit the 
licensing page on the Collective Eye 
Films website. For more information 
about the fi lm, visit fi lmfreeway.com/
FarmingFreedom. This documentary 

was made possible in part by a grant 

from the Mississippi Humanities 

Council (MHC) under a grant from 
the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities (NEH). Any views, fi ndings, 
conclusions, or recommendations ex-
pressed in this announcement do not 

necessarily represent those of the Mis-

sissippi Humanities Council or the Na-
tional Endowment for the Humanities. 
In addition to grant funding, Farming 
Freedom was made possible by photos 

provided courtesy of the Mississippi 

Department of Archives and History. 
Farming Freedom was also support-

ed by SR1�s Agriculture and Food Sci-

ence Department, dedicated to elimi-
nating disparities in health, education, 
and technology through research and 

partnerships. SR1’s Agriculture and 
Food Science Department off ers free 
research-based practices to assist 

farmers, scientists, and consumers 
with farm-to-table applications and 

provides resources that target food 

equity and security for communities 

that have historically faced discrimi-

nation. 
About Collective Eye Films 
Collective Eye Films is a Portland, 

Oregon-based educational documen-

tary distribution company dedicated 

to supporting fi lmmakers who tell 

compelling, socially relevant stories. 
The company partners with produc-

ers around the world to bring impact-

ful fi lms to educational institutions, 
community organizations, and public 
audiences. Collective Eye Films spe-
cializes in distributing documentaries 
that inspire dialogue and foster greater 

understanding of social, environmen-
tal, and cultural issues. 

About Kayla Turner Thomas 
Kayla Turner Thomas, a two-time 

Emmy nominee, has worked in local 
television for nearly 15 years. Raised 
on family land in the Mississippi 

Delta, Thomas is a graduate of Boli-
var County public schools and studied 
fi lmmaking and journalism at Pace 
University in Westchester, New York. 
Her career in Louisiana and Missis-

sippi markets has included roles as a 

showrunner, executive producer, me-
dia sales manager and marketer, as 
well as producing promotional mate-

rials, commercial advertising, spon-
sored segments and special-interest 

programming. 
Farming Freedom is Thomas’s fi rst 

documentary and was developed from 

an interview with her grandfather, 
Henry Harris. Thomas is also a mem-
ber of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc, the 
Alpha Delta Zeta Chapter. 

�Farming Freedom� to screen during 
Juke Joint Festival in Clarksdale; 

marks fi rst Mississippi Delta showing 
The Mississippi Link Newswire

For decades, Tax Day is the day 
which federal individual income 

tax returns are due to the Inter-

nal Revenue Service. The day is 
April 15th of each year. The only 
exception is if April 15th falls on 
a weekend (Saturday or Sunday), 
or a legal holiday. In that case, the 

fi ling due date is delayed to the next business day.  
If a taxpayer is not ready to fi le by Tax Day, they 

do have two options. The two options depend on if 
a taxpayer�s federal individual income tax return 

will result in a balance due or a refund. 
For taxpayers that will owe a balance to the IRS, 

they have the option to fi le Form 4868, Applica-
tion for Automatic Extension of Time to File U.S. 
Individual Income Tax Return.  

Completing and fi ling this form will give tax-
payers a six month extension to fi le their federal 
individual income tax return until October 15th. 
The only exception is if October 15th falls on a 
weekend (Saturday or Sunday), or a legal holiday. 
In that case, the fi ling due date is delayed to the 
next business day. 

Keep in mind, fi ling an extension gives tax-
payers more time to fi le their federal individual 
income tax return, not more time to pay any tax 
liability due.  

In saying that, upon submitting Form 4868, tax-
payers are encouraged to pay the “expected” tax 
liability due to avoid any interest and penalties. 

Even if an extension is fi led, a taxpayer will still 
owe interest and penalties on any unpaid balance 

once they do fi le the federal individual income tax 
return by the October 15th fi ling due date. 

Interest accrues on any unpaid taxes due from 

the due date of the federal individual income tax 

return, not including any extensions, until the date 
the balance is paid in full. The interest rate is deter-
mined quarterly and is the federal short-term rate 

plus three percent. In addition, the interest com-
pounds daily. 

Taxpayers will also face a late payment penalty 

on any unpaid taxes due from the due date of the 

federal individual income tax return. The late pay-
ment penalty is one half of one percent of any tax 

not paid by the due date. This penalty is charged 
for each month, or part of a month that the tax is 
unpaid. The maximum penalty that will be charged 
is 25 percent. 

If a taxpayer fi les their federal individual in-
come tax return after the due date of April 15th, or 

October 15th if an extension was fi led, and owes a 
balance to the IRS, they will also face a late fi ling 
penalty. 

A late fi ling penalty is charged if your federal 
individual income tax return is fi led after the due 
date, including extensions. The late fi ling penalty 
is 5 percent of the amount due for each month, or 
part of a month a federal individual income tax 

return is late. The maximum penalty that will be 
charged is 25 percent. If the federal individual in-
come tax return is more than 60 days late, the mini-
mum penalty is $525, or the balance of the tax due, 
whichever is smaller. 

If you owe the IRS and cannot pay your balance 

at once, you do have the option to set up a pay-
ment plan, which the IRS refers to as an Install-
ment Agreement.  

On another note, if a taxpayer is due a refund on 
their federal individual income tax return, the rules 
are totally diff erent. 

For taxpayers due a refund by the IRS, the Tax 
Day, April 15th fi ling due date does not apply to 
them. These taxpayers actually have up to three 
years from the original due date to fi le their federal 
individual income tax return to claim their refund.  

So if a taxpayer is due a refund and is not ready 

to fi le by April 15th, there is no need to fi le Form 
4868 for an extension. Again, they have up to three 
years from the original due date to fi le and claim 
their refund.  

For example, taxpayers who have not fi led their 
federal individual income tax return for Tax Year 
2022, which was due April 15, 2023, have until 
April 15, 2026 to fi le and claim their refund. In ad-
dition, the IRS will also pay taxpayers interest on 
any refund owed to them past the original due date.  

If you notice, I repeatedly use the terminology, 
“federal individual income tax return.” 

If you are fi ling business tax returns (Corpora-
tions or Partnerships), those entities have diff erent 
fi ling due dates and interest and penalty amounts. 

Also, while the vast majority of states do adhere 
to a lot of the federal (IRS) guidelines and laws, 
you want to always contact your particular state�s 

agency for which you fi le to get exact details for 
your situation.  

Tim C. Lee is the CEO & Founder of TCL Fi-

nancial & Tax Services, and the host of �The TCL 

Show� that airs every Monday from 6:00 p.m. to 

7:00 p.m. CST on WMPR 90.1 FM in Jackson, MS. 

This is the show that is about �You, Life, and Mon-

ey.� Got an article idea or a question you would 

like answered, e-mail Tim at timclee@TCLFinan-

cialTaxServices.com

Is Tax Day (April 15th) the 
actual tax fi ling deadline? 
By Tim C. Lee
CEO & Founder of TCL Financial & Tax Services 
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Scams targeting immigrants in the 

U.S. are growing dramatically. Ameri-

can Community Media�s (ACoM) Na-

tional Briefi ng March 27, 2026, fea-
tured two veteran lawyers who helped 

lead the Federal Trade Commission�s 

consumer protection division, and 
who now work in private practice in 

Washington DC fi ghting consumer 
fraud. They discussed scams they are 
seeing; what people can do to protect 

themselves and their assets, and what 
steps are for some victims of fraud to 
recover.

Pilar Marrero, AcoM’s associate edi-
tor, served as moderator for the brief-
ing, with over sixty media outlets par-
ticipating. She began asking Monica 
Vaca, Former Deputy Director, Bureau 
of Consumer Protection, Federal Trade 
Commission, to share with the audi-
ence what she is seeing and what im-

migrants can do to protect themselves. 

�What we are seeing is that scammers 

are extracting thousands and even tens 
of thousands of dollars and people are 
experiencing the heights of emotional 
distress. We know that immigrants are 

particularly susceptible to scams and 
to fraudsters who tell them that they 
can help relieve that tension. Some 

have family members in detention fa-
cilities, having been detained by ICE. 
It can happen very suddenly, it involves 
a threat to the family, to the integrity 
of the family. It frequently involves an 
inability or diffi  culty in getting infor-
mation and in communicating with the 

family and with lawyers. When this 
happens, family members are looking 
very quickly for some legal help, some-
thing to help their family reunite.”

Vaca continues, “It works because 
the scammers are using payment meth-

ods that are hard to reverse and allow 

the scammer to stay hidden. A person�s 

ability to recover funds really depends 
on what payment method you�re using. 

And you might need to act very quickly 
to try to get your money back. But the 
bad guys know this, and they’re going 
to try this dragging you along. Some of 
the payment methods you are familiar 
with, others you are not.”

Vaca turned to Kati Daff an, Con-

sumer and Civil Rights Attorney, and 
Former Federal Trade Commission At-

torney, to drill down how the scams 
play out, with some real-world exam-
ples. “We’re talking about a time in a 
family’s life where someone has been 
picked up by ICE and has disappeared. 
Of course, the family is going to be 
absolutely beside themselves trying to 
get help and fi nd that person and make 
sure that person is safe. They are going 
to try to get them out of detention, and 
this is where scammers have seen an 

opportunity and have jumped in to of-
fer supposed help to these family mem-
bers. Scammers can show up if you are 
doing an online search for an attor-
ney or in other ways. A commonality 

among all scammers is that they will 

promise they can assure they will be 
able to get your family member out of 
detention and help you with your legal 

trouble. This is not something that is 
just easy to spot. These scammers are 

very sophisticated…some of their ad-
vertising is very realistic. Documents, 
props, and other methods to convince 
people that they are truly lawyers and 

they’re truly going to help your fam-
ily.”

Daff an continued, “we’ve heard of a 
scammer presenting a bar license that 
looks like a real attorney bar license, 
and when you look up the lawyer, there 
really is a lawyer with that name prac-

ticing in California. We’ve heard about 
scammers having an entirely fake law 
fi rm and having fake immigration 
hearings. We have heard of Zoom calls 
where it looks like an immigration 

judge is hearing a case and ruling that 

someone can go out on bond. We’ve 
heard about totally fake orders to re-
lease someone on bond. It can all be 
very convincing to a family in distress 
who has already paid money, and in 
some instances, there are even fake re-
ceipts provided after the families pay.”

Veteran journalist Araceli Martinez 

Ortega, from La Opinion, asked how 
can immigrants prepare themselves 

from the very start to avoid falling into 
the hands of scammers…how can one 
avoid not only the scams themselves, 
but also these unscrupulous lawyers? 
�One thing is do not use social media to 

fi nd a lawyer and be very careful using 
the internet to fi nd a lawyer. It’s very 
important to avoid

working with someone who holds 

themselves out as someone with a spe-

cial status that could help you with your 

legal issue. In the US it’s very easy to 
become a notary public. People must 
verify they are speaking with a real 
attorney. Contact a reputable commu-
nity-based organization to get referrals 
to real immigration lawyers. If you use 
a bank transfer, contact the bank right 
away, same thing with Western Union, 
and ask them to reverse the payment. 

Also ensure other family member 
names are on accounts.”

Daff an continued, “if you’re willing, 
fi le a report with the authorities. If you 
are not comfortable fi ling reports di-
rectly with a government agency, there 
is another way, you can get advocate or 
someone you trust to fi le a report on 
your behalf, using their contact infor-
mation.”

The panelists provided these three 

links to assist families with connect-
ing to safe service providers: Immigra-
tion Advocates Network - https://www.
immigrationadvocates.org/legaldirec-
tory. American Immigration Lawyers 
Association - https://www.ailalawyer.
com, and Catholic Legal Immigration 
Network - https://www.cliniclegal.org/
fi nd-legal-help/affi  liates/directory.

The entire briefi ng, along with more 
questions and answers, can be viewed 
at https://americancommunitymedia.
org/media-brief ings/steep-rise-in-
scams-targeting-immigrants-how-to-

avoid-and-how-to-recover.
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Not one, but two “No Kings” 
protests took place in the Magic 

City Saturday, March 28. A sea 
of people showed up with signs 
and spirit to protest the Trump 

administration at Railroad Park 

and Five Points.

It wasn’t just Birmingham 
that got in on the action. �No 

Kings” protests erupted across 
America, popping up in mul-
tiple major cities.

The name says it all; they�re 

called “No Kings” because peo-
ple feel like President Donald 
Trump acts with impunitive au-

thority that some think is more 

fi tting of a monarchy.
“America was founded to 

be a republic for the citizens. 
Donald Trump thinks he�s a 

freaking king, and we don’t 
like kings,” said protestor Drew 
Snowberger.

Common protest topics in-

cluded Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE) pres-
ence, immigration, Trump’s 

relationship to Jeff rey Epstein, 
Palestine and the war with Iran, 

which is now moving into its 

second month.

“Why are we in this war?” 
asked Snowberger. “All that, 
over oil. And he wants to kiss 

Netanyahu’s—I won’t say the 
word—and I don’t understand 
that. This is not our war. It’s Is-
rael’s war, and we shouldn’t be 
there at all.”

One protest took place in the 

afternoon at Railroad Park and 
was organized by Indivisible. 
The other was a group eff ort 
of multiple local organizations 
in Five Points and was themed 

around taking action against 

fascism. During the protest, 
they said that they destroyed 

fascist propaganda, as well as 
chanting slogans such as, “No 
Camps, No ICE, No Third 
Reich, No Kings!” The Five 
Points protest was organized 

by a local chapter of 50501 
Movement, Food Not Bombs 
Birmingham, and a coalition 
that included the Democratic 

Socialists of America Birming-
ham, Party for Socialism and 

Liberation Birmingham, Young 
Palestinians Birmingham, 
Birmingham SMOG, Jewish 
Voices for Peace, Mary’s House 
Catholic Worker, Migra Watch, 
Black Lives Matter and UAB 
Young Democratic Socialists 
of America. It took place in the 
evening at Five Points.

The protest featured speakers 
and local organizations there to 

show their support, including 
Food Not Bombs Birmingham 
and the Democratic Socialists 

of America Birmingham chap-
ter.

A popular screenshot of 
Trump thanking protestors has 

been making rounds. However, 
there’s no confi rmation that this 
is a real post from his Truth So-
cial account.

“I don’t think he’s a good 
guy,” said protestor Jayla Clem-
mons. “I don’t even do politics, 
but I know he’s a bad person. 
He does not deserve to be presi-
dent.

Birmingham Protesters rally 
in Railroad Park, Five Points 
South for �No Kings� Event

By Hannah Bazinaw

ABC 33/40

Protestors gathered Saturday for the No Kings protest at Railroad Park. SUBMITTED BY JAYE JASPER

L-R: Attorney Monica Vaca. PHOTO: LINKEDIN Attorney Kati Daffan. PHOTO: LINKEDIN. 
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