
Dr. Corey Wiggins, a Ha-

zlehurst, Mississippi native 

and Alcorn State Universi-

ty alumnus, has been named 

the 15th president of Tougaloo 

College. He will begin July 1, 

succeeding Dr. Donzell Lee 

following a national search. 

Wiggins serves as federal 

co-chairman of the Delta Re-

gional Authority, an indepen-

dent federal agency supporting 

economic development across 

255 counties and parishes in 

eight states. President Joseph 

Biden nominated him to the 

post in December 2021, and 

the U.S. Senate confi rmed him 
unanimously in March 2022. 

His career spans the pub-

lic, nonprofi t and academic 
sectors. He previously served 

as executive director of the 

Mississippi State Conference 

NAACP, senior vice president 

of policy at Hope Enterprise 

Corporation and Hope Credit 

Union, and director of the 

Hope Policy Institute. He also 

held a faculty appointment as 

visiting assistant professor of 

health policy and management 

at Jackson State University. 

Wiggins earned a bachelor�s 

degree from Alcorn State Uni-

versity and a master�s degree in 

public health and a doctorate 

from the University of Ala-

bama at Birmingham. He also 

holds a certifi cate in nonprofi t 
leadership from Boston Col-

lege and has completed fellow-

ships with the Kaiser Family 

Foundation, the W.K. Kellogg 

Foundation and the Massachu-

setts Institute of Technology 

(MIT). 

Pioneering pastor and civil 

rights leader John Perkins left 

the world Friday, but his fam-

ily and friends say his light will 

long remain. 

�He will always be remem-

bered as one who tried to get the 

races to come together,� said 

Constance Slaughter-Harvey, 

who represented the pastor af-

ter he was tortured by Missis-

sippi law enforcement offi  cers 
in 1969. �Anybody who could 

take that kind of beating and be 

so forgiving is an extraordinary 

man.� 

Perkins, 95, died under hos-

pice care. His funeral service is 

set for March 21 at the New Ho-

rizon Church in Jackson. 

His family shared a picture 

of him with his wife, Vera Mae. 

The family quoted her as saying 

she loves him and thanking God 

for their 74 ½ years of marriage. 

Perkins, who penned the 

1976 memoir, �Let Justice Roll 

Down,� wrote more than a doz-

en books. His last was �One Life 

Well Lived,� a book on how to 

live with purpose and passion. 

On March 5, Elizabeth Per-

kins posted about one of the last 

moments with her father. She 

said she sat beside him, took 

his hand and sang one of his fa-

vorite songs, �Jesus Loves the 

Little Children.� 

�As I sang, Daddy gently 

squeezed my hand, a quiet 

�amen� in the early morning 

light,� she wrote. �Even in this 

season, the love of Jesus still 

fi lls the room. 
�Daddy has lived a life fully 

given to God. It has not always 

been an easy life, but it has been 

a faithful one, marked by cour-

age, reconciliation, justice, for-

giveness, and hope.� 

The John & Vera Mae Perkins 

Foundation works to raise up 

young leaders dedicated to rec-

onciliation, she wrote. �We be-

lieve reconciliation is still pos-

sible, communities can still be 

restored, and the love of Christ 

still transforms lives.� 

Perkins was born into poverty 

in New Hebron, Mississippi in 

1930. His mother died of mal-

nutrition and his father left his 

life years later. 

His brother, Clyde, fought in 

World War II and enjoyed free-

doms he had never experienced 

before in segregated Missis-

sippi. 

Like many other Black vet-

erans who returned home from 

that war, he became a victim of 

violence when an offi  cer gunned 
him down. 

After Perkins� family warned 

him he might be next, he left the 

state, one of about 6 million Af-

rican Americans involved in the 

Great Migration from the South 

to other parts of the nation. 

He landed in California, 

where in 1951 he married his 

wife and where their son, Spen-

cer, was later born. Drafted into 

the Korean War, Perkins served 

in Okinawa, Japan, for three 

years before returning home. 

One day in 1957, Spencer 

came home singing, �Jesus 

Loves the Little Children.� The 

song moved Perkins, who be-

came a Christian. A year later, 

he was ordained as a Baptist 

minister. 

In 1960, he and his family, 

which had grown to include four 

children, returned to Missis-

sippi. A year later, he started the 

Mendenhall Ministries, which 

gave birth to a church, a daycare 

center, a youth program, a co-

operative farm, a thrift store, a 

housing repair ministry, a health 

center and an adult education 

program. His wife ran a daycare 

center that later became part of 

the Head Start program. 

In the past, the young people 

who made it out of the commu-

nity never returned, but Perkins 

encouraged them to get their 

college degrees, said the Rev. 

Dolphus Weary, who worked 

with and succeeded Perkins at 

Mendenhall Ministries and later 

became executive director of 

Mission Mississippi, a ministry 

dedicated to promoting racial 

reconciliation among Christians 

in Mississippi. �He instilled in 

us the idea of coming back.� 

In 1965, Perkins organized a 

voter registration drive in Simp-

son County, drawing the ire of 

the powers that be. 

Four years later, he led a 

Christmas boycott in Menden-

hall to protest white businesses� 

refusal to hire Black employees. 

Offi  cers jailed protesters, and 
when Perkins went to bail them 

out, they brutalized him.                     

�They beat John, cut his hair 

with dull scissors and stuck a 

fork up his nose,� said Slaugh-

ter-Harvey, who became the 

fi rst Black woman to graduate 
from the University of Missis-

sippi School of Law in 1970. 

As a result of that torture, he 

suff ered a heart attack and part 
of his stomach had to be re-

moved because of ulcers. 

Despite that torture, Perkins 

bore no malice against those of-

fi cers, Slaughter-Harvey said. 
�I�ve always respected his ex-

traordinary forgiveness. He had 

an impact on my life and so did 

his wife, Vera, and their chil-

dren.� 

Doug Huemmer, who spent 

nights in jail with Perkins in 

1969 and 1970, said while Per-

kins was involved in work some 

described as civil rights activi-

ties, his work should be viewed 

as in the tradition of the Great 

Protestant Reformation minis-

ters, such as John Calvin, Mar-

tin Luther and George Fox.  

Perkins sought to eliminate 

racism, corruption and sin in the 

white and Black American Prot-

estant Church, Huemmer said. 

�John and I shared the belief 

that we have a great country, but 

we have succumbed to a spiritu-

al decadence that is destroying 

the American character.� 

Quoting a prominent uni-

versity professor, he said, �In 

America, we could have built a 

Chartres Cathedral. Instead, we 

built Las Vegas.� 

In his fi nal conversation with 
Perkins, he said the pastor told 

him, �Complete submission to 

God is the beginning of wis-

dom.� 

In 1978, Perkins became 

friends with Klansman-turned-

minister Tommy Tarrants, who 

later served for a dozen years as 

president of the C.S. Lewis In-

stitute. Books and the narrative, 

�The Preacher and the Klans-

man,� detailed their lives and 

friendship. 

Perkins began to speak at 

churches, colleges and con-

ventions across the nation. He 

served as a religious adviser to 

Jimmy Carter and other presi-

dents who followed.  

He later established the 

Christian Community Develop-

Michael B. Jordan has won 

the fi rst Oscar of his career, 
taking home the lead actor 

statue for playing twin broth-

ers Smoke and Stack in the su-

pernatural thriller �Sinners.� 

His victory makes him the 

sixth Black man to triumph in 

the lead actor category. 

�I stand here because of 

the people that came before 

me,� Jordan said before nam-

ing those men, Sidney Poitier, 

Denzel Washington, Jamie 

Foxx, Forest Whitaker and 

Will Smith, as well as Halle 

Berry, the fi rst and only Black 
woman to win for lead ac-

tress. �To be amongst those 

giants, those greats, amongst 

my ancestors, amongst my 

guides� Thank you every-

body in this room and every-

body at home for supporting 

me over my career. I feel it. I 

know you guys want me to do 

well, and I want to do that be-

cause you guys bet on me. So 

thank you for keeping betting 

on me.� 

This was Jordan’s fi rst Os-
car nomination. He became 

the late-breaking frontrunner 

in the category � Jordan was 

up against Timothee Cha-

lamet (�Marty Supreme�), 

Leonardo DiCaprio (�One 

Battle After Another�) Ethan 

Hawke (�Blue Moon�) and 

Wagner Moura (�The Secret 

Agent�) � after scoring a key 

victory at the Actor Awards, 

formerly known as the Screen 

Actors Guild Awards. Prior to 

that ceremony, he had lost the 

BAFTA to Robert Aramayo 

of �I Swear,� the Golden 

Globe to Moura and the Crit-

ics� Choice to Chalamet. 

Next Video 

�Man, God is good. God is 

good,� an emotional Jordan 

said on stage before shouting 

out his family members in the 

audience. �Momma, what�s 

up? You know how I feel 

about my mother. And my fa-

ther is here. Pops, where you 

at? My dad came from Ghana 

to be here.� 

He also praised fi lmmaker 
Ryan Coogler, who has di-

rected Jordan in fi ve movies 
including �Fruitvale Station,� 

�Creed,� �Black Panther� and 

�Black Panther: Wakanda 

Forever.� 

�You�re an amazing, amaz-

ing person,� Jordan said. �I�m 

so honored to call you a col-

laborator and a friend. You 

gave me the opportunity and 

space for me to be seen. I love 

you too, bro.� 

Jordan pulls off  double duty 
in the 1930s-set �Sinners,� 
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Michael B. Jordan wins 
the Oscar and shouts out 
Denzel Washington, Halle 
Berry and more: ‘I stand 
here because of the people 

who came before me’

Civil rights veteran John Perkins, who 
preached racial reconciliation, dead at 95
 By Jerry Mitchell
Mississippi Today
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Books for 
Women’s 
History Month

A Life Well Lived: 
Voices Celebrate the Legacy of 

Dr. Elayne Hayes - Anthony
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Alcorn alumnus Corey Wiggins 
named president of Tougaloo College 

Dr. Corey Wiggins named 15rh president 

of Tougaloo College

Jordan      PHOTO BY RICH POLK

The Rev. John Perkins led a civil rights march in Simpson County in 1970 and charged in a lawsuit that 
Lloyd Jones kicked him and told him, �We could have killed you a long time ago.� CREDIT: COURTESY OF 

THE PERKINS FAMILY
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By Rebecca Rubin

Variety



NMHS Unlimited Film Pro-

ductions announces that Digital 

Magic will be presented at the 

Southwest Mississippi Center 

for Culture & Learning and Al-

corn State University. 

�This fall, the Southwest 

Mississippi Center for Culture 

& Learning will launch a new 

chapter in academic research 

and digital media training,� said 

Dr. Garry Lewis, executive di-

rector of the Southwest Center 

for Culture & Learning. �Digi-

tal Magic will bring Alcorn 

State University into a new era 

of creativity, innovation, and 

student empowerment.� 

The Digital Magic program 

was created and will be led 

by award-winning fi lmmaker 
Dr. Wilma E. Mosley Clopton, 

founder and president of Jack-
son, Miss.-based NMHS Un-

limited Film Productions. 

�Digital Magic is an interac-

tive, hands-on project that in-

troduces students to the art of 

documentary fi lmmaking, al-
lowing each participant to bring 

their own voice and story to 

life,� Clopton explained. �With 

a focus on education, partici-

pants use familiar technology, 

such as smartphones and tab-

lets, while learning valuable 

fi lm techniques, industry termi-
nology, and essential research 

methods as they plan, fi lm, and 

edit their own short videos. As 

a result, not only are students 

able to share the issues that 

are concerning or important to 

them, but they are also building 

confi dence and even shaping 
long-term goals.� 

On March 23, invited guests 

will be introduced to the Digital 

Magic program in a two-hour, 

fast paced workshop to be held 
at the library. 

�Our goal is to create mean-

ingful internship pathways and 

hands-on research opportunities 

that prepare Alcorn students to 

become the next generation of 

fi lmmakers, documentarians, 
and cultural storytellers,� Lew-

is said. �It will give our stu-

dents the tools to turn ideas into 

digital experiences, preparing 

them for careers that demand 

imagination, technical skill, 
and cultural insight.� 

Lewis continued, �Dr. Clop-

ton�s partnership with the 

Southwest Mississippi Cen-

ter for Culture & Learning 

strengthens our mission to el-

evate student creativity, schol-

arship, and cultural understand-

ing. Her expertise in digital 

fi lmmaking, documentary pro-
duction, and academic research 

brings a powerful blend of 

technical skill and intellectual 
depth to our students. With her 

leadership, Alcorn students will 

learn to tell their stories with 

clarity, purpose, and artistic ex-

cellence � while producing re-

search and media that preserve, 

honor, and advance the history 

of Southwest Mississippi.� 

United by a shared commit-

ment to advancing education, 

this partnership will create new 

opportunities for learning, col-

laboration, and community en-

gagement for students, faculty, 

and the broader Southwest Mis-

sissippi region. 

�For the Southwest Center 

for Culture & Learning, Digital 

Magic is more than a program 

� it is a commitment to expand-

ing opportunity, elevating aca-

demic research, and ensuring 

that our students on campus, 

and the surrounding commu-

nity, are leading in producing 

documentaries, podcasts, and 

digital content in the future,� 

Lewis added. �We are commit-

ted to developing the next star 

in digital fi lmmaking – right 
here at Alcorn � and position-

ing our university on the global 

stage as a producer of visionary 

talent.� 

NMHS Unlimited Film Pro-

ductions is a 501(c)3 Mississip-

pi-based production company 

specializing in documentaries 

about African American people 

in Mississippi and the way their 

actions changed the future for 

everyone. Visit www.blackhis-

toryplus.com for more infor-

mation. Or contact Dr. Wilma 

Mosley Clopton at blackhis-

toryplus@yahoo.com or 601-

259-7598. 
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and effi cient travel is of para-

(2) hours before their fl ight 

thanks for fl ying JAN!  

NMHS Unlimited Film Productions launches new partnership, 

bringing Digital Magic to the next generation of creators 

Dr. Wilma E.  Mosley Clopton, fi lmaker  

The Mississippi Link Newswire



playing identical twins Smoke and Stack who return home to the 

South after World War I and open a juke joint… only for vampires to 

descend on the small town. In addition to awards glory (the film was 

nominated for a record 16 Oscars and won four on the big night), 

“Sinners” became a box office juggernaut with $370 million glob-

ally. 

“Everybody at home who supported ‘Sinners’ and went to see the 

movie once, twice, three, four times… thank you,” Jordan conclud-

ed. “You made this movie what it is.” 
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ment Association, which focused on bring-

ing the love of Christ to America’s most 

impoverished communities. “Other people 

became dedicated to what he had taught 

because they saw that it works,” Weary 

said. 

Perkins’ teaching also helped lead to 

the 1992 creation of Mission Mississippi, 

which encouraged Christians to cross ra-

cial lines to develop friendships. 

Weary led the organization for more 

than a dozen years. “We’re gonna be to-

gether in heaven,” he said. “Why can’t we 

be together on this earth?” 

After Spencer’s unexpected death at 44 in 1998, the 

Perkins foundation created the Spencer Perkins Center to 

serve under-resourced children and families in west Jack-

son. The center also provided affordable housing to low- to 
moderate-income families. 

John Perkins’ daughters, Elizabeth and Priscilla, serve as 

co-presidents for the Perkins foundation. 

His memoir inspired the band Switchfoot to write “The 

Sound (John Perkins Blues).” The pastor’s “life of ser-

vice and compassion is a tangible demonstration of what 

it means to live a life of love,” said band co-founder Jon 

Foreman. “Love is the loudest song we could sing. Louder 

than racism. Louder than fear. Louder than hatred. John 

Perkins said it right, ‘Love is the final fight.’”

Perkins
Continued from page 1

Jordan
Continued from page 1

I’m on a mission to save you money

Entergy’s Superpower Mississippi plan is creating more and better power that helps save you money.

Our new, more e�cient power plants will reduce fuel costs by 40%. Replacing older plants now helps us save

customers billions in projected infrastructure costs. Those savings are passed directly to customers and

will help keep future bills 16% lower through 2030.

Our rates are below the national average, and since Mississippi is our home, too, every Entergy employee is  

on a mission to keep costs low. Learn how Amazon and other large customers’ new contributions to the grid are  

lowering power costs for Mississippi customers and more at EntergyMississippi.com/SuperpowerMS.

More and better power at a lower cost – that’s Superpower Mississippi.

Superpower Mississippi will help lower customers’ future bills 16% through 2030

A message from Entergy Mississippi, LLC. | ©2026 Entergy Services, LLC. All rights reserved.

Constance Slaughter-
Harvey on Wednesday, 
March 2, 2022, at her 
law office in the building 
that once housed her 
parents’ store, the Six 
Cees, the first Black-
owned business of its 
kind in Scott County                                                        
Slaughter-Harvey 
purchased the building 
in 1977 and converted it 
into her law office in For-
est. CREDIT: VICKIE D. KING/

MISSISSIPPI TODAY

Mayor John Horhn has or-

dered that the late Dr. John 

M. Perkins, renowned pastor, 

author, and civil rights leader, 

will lie in state at Jackson City 

Hall Friday, March 20, 2026, 
in honor of his life, legacy, and 

decades of service to the City 

of Jackson and communities 

around the world. 

Perkins was a leading voice 

for Christian community devel-

opment, racial reconciliation, 

and justice, whose influence 
reached far beyond Jackson 

to churches, universities, and 

movements across the United 

States and internationally. He 

authored several widely re-

spected books on faith, justice, 

and community, helping shape 

generations of pastors, organiz-

ers, and young leaders seeking 

to live out the Gospel in pub-

lic life. Over the course of his 

ministry, Perkins received nu-

merous honorary doctorates 

from colleges and universities 

recognizing his scholarship, 

moral leadership, and advocacy 

for marginalized communities. 

Together with his wife, Dr. 

Vera Mae Perkins, Perkins in-

vested in the people and neigh-

borhoods of Jackson through 

ministry, outreach, and the 

John & Vera Mae Perkins 

Foundation, which continues 

to serve as a model for commu-

nity development. 

“Dr. John Perkins was one 

of the moral giants of our time, 

and our city is grieving his 

loss. He poured his life into the 

work of justice, reconciliation, 

and community, and Jackson 

is better because he chose to 

make this city his home,” said 

Horhn. “What I will remember 

most about Dr. Perkins is that 

he never gave up on people, and 

he never gave up on this city. 

On behalf of the City of Jack-

son, I extend my deepest con-

dolences to his wife, Dr. Vera 

Mae Perkins, to the Perkins 

family, to the Foundation, and 

to all who were shaped by his 

teaching and his example. As 

we mourn his passing, we also 

commit ourselves to carrying 

his work forward.” 

Perkins Homegoing Week-

end Schedule 

Friday, March 20, 2026 | 
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Lie in State 

Jackson City Hall 

Police motorcade from Jack-

son City Hall to New Horizon 

Church International 

Friday, March 20, 2026 | 5:00 
p.m. 

The Wake 

New Horizon Church Inter-

national 

Saturday, March 21, 2026 | 
11:00 a.m. 

Homegoing Celebration 

New Horizon Church Inter-

national 

1750 Ellis Avenue 

Jackson, MS 39204 
(Mayor Horhn will give a 

tribute) 

Repast and continued trib-

utes will follow immediately 

after the service. 

Sunday, March 22, 2026 | 
11:00 a.m. 

Interment 

Oak Ridge M.B. Church 

Cemetery 

New Hebron, Mississippi 

Police motorcade from Jack-

son to New Hebron 

The Homegoing Celebration 

will be live-streamed at: 
https://youtube.com/@newh

orizonchurchinternatio6875?si
=P_VpGTxhPRuaYIxA 

Jackson Mayor John Horhn orders Dr. 
John M. Perkins to lie in state at City Hall

StatePoint
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Healthcare with us, 
FMOLHealth.org

FMOL Health is one connected health system, where excellence 

meets empathy, and you always feel seen and understood. We 

healthcare with purpose, compassion and great love. Wherever you 

meet us, you’ll �nd the same promise: the best care possible.  

FMOL HEALTH OUR LADY OF THE LAKE | FMOL HEALTH OUR LADY OF LOURDES | FMOL HEALTH ST. DOMINIC | FMOL HEALTH ST. FRANCIS

HAPPY
TO HEAL,
Y’ALL

An idea born out of a Sunday 

school book, Pathway Bible 

Studies for Adults (Tribble, S.R) 

titled “Fulfi lling Our Obliga-
tions to Neighbors” led the Adult 
Coed Class 17 at College Hill 
M.B. Church in Jackson to stop 

talking about the call-to-serve 
lessons, but to put them into ac-
tion, as a group. Before the third 
lesson in the unit, the class met 

at the church  Saturday, March 

14 where each person came with 

donated items or funds for as-
sembling sack lunches, snack 
items, and four bags of personal 
items. The group boxed up more 
than 300 bags and headed to 
Poindexter Park in Jackson near 
downtown to distribute to less 

fortunate people. After Poind-
exter Park, the group set up near 
the Jackson Union Station and a 

tent city further south on Galla-
tin Street.  

Mature adults make up the 

class that Pastor Chauncey Jor-
dan, Sr. and his wife, Lashunda, 

sat in on during the inception 
of the initiative. On Saturday 
morning they rejoined the group 
with their two sons, Chauncey 

“CJ” Jr, and Josh (ages 18 and 21 
respectively) along with friends 
to assist in the mission. Dea-
con Calvin Ousby welcomed 
the park attendees and let them 

know that help is being off ered 
through the church and invited 
them to service. Pastor Jordan 
off ered prayer and blessings. 

An eff ervescent pastor, Jordan 

took an opportunity to speak in-
dividually with anyone who was 
receptive. While assisting with 
distribution, a proud moment 

for the pastor had to be when 

someone asked if there were any 

men’s shoes on the table. With 
none left, his younger son of-
fered the man the shoes off  his 
feet.  

“It was an humbling experi-
ence and I am thankful to God 

for positioning us to serve and 
love on our neighbors. My heart 
is still full and overjoyed to see 
this idea birthed out of a Sunday 

school class discussion,” said 
Jordan. The pastor goes on to 
say that this kind of collabora-
tion in mission and ministry will 

help fulfi ll the church’s goal of 
“Moving the masses toward the 
mission of the Master.”  

The class shares a special 

bond and are of like minds when 

it comes to service. Some mem-
bers of this class have been to-
gether for more than 30 years, 
so they are a close family within 

a larger church family.  With 
more than 20 diff erent areas of 
service, this is not new to the 
church itself. However, it is a 
fi rst for this one of many classes 
of brothers and sisters in Christ 

who meet each Sunday morning 
and eagerly share in the learn-
ing and understanding of God’s 
word.  

The class plans to commit to 

this type of service each quarter. 
With this fi rst success, the com-
mitment is to work toward big-
ger and better ways to meet the 
needs of the underserved com-
munity.  

Sunday school lesson on fulfi lling 
obligations to our neighbors lead to action
 By Gail Gettis
Guest Writer

Sunday School Class #17 prepared to serve those in need

Rev. Chauncy Jordan, pastor of College Hill joining Class # 17 at 

Poindexter Park 

Sunday School Class  #17 preparing items to distribute to those in need   
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Joniya Lewis, Tristan Vance, 

and Cameron Simpson of Jack-

son served as pages at the State 

Capitol for the Mississippi Sen-

ate. Pages generally run errands 

for offi  cials and Senate staff . 
Their visit to the senate was 

sponsored by Lieutenant Gov-

ernor C. Delbert Hosemann, Jr.  

Joniya is the daughter of Har-

riell and Aretha Bolton Lewis 

and attends Northwest IB Mid-

dle School. When asked about 

the week, Joniya said, �This 

week was a great experience. 

From observing the senators 

to making new friends to just 

soaking in the feeling of the 

establishment. I can say that I 

really enjoyed my time being 

a junior page. The notes that I 

took about my time there will 

contribute to my future pro-

fession in law. So, I sincerely 

would like to thank the people 

in charge for letting me be a 

part of something so great.� 

Vance is the son of Jennifer 

Lewis and Lee Vance and at-

tends Murrah High School. 

When asked about the week, 

Tristan said, �I enjoyed running 

errands for the senators and the 

people in need. I also enjoyed 

the tour we got on Monday. And 

lastly, I enjoyed the fi eld trip we 
took on Wednesday.� 

Simpson is the son of Jasmine 

Lewis and attends Murrah High 

School. When asked about the 

week, Cameron said, �I enjoyed 

helping out the senators and get-

ting to know other people. I also 

enjoyed the debates the senators 

had in the chamber. This is my 

third year and all my experienc-

es have been good here.� 
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Joniya Lewis, Tristan Vance, and Cameron 
Simpson served as pages at the State Capitol  

 Joniya Lewis (center) is pictured with Senator Sollie Norwood (lt.) and  Lt. 

Governor C. Delbert Hosemann, Jr., (rt) who sponsored her visit.  

Cameron Simpson (center) is pictured with Senator Walter Michel (lt) and  

Lt. Governor C. Delbert Hosemann, Jr., (rt) who sponsored his visit.  

Tristan Vance (center) is pictured with Senator Walter Michel (lt.) and  Lt. 

Governor C. Delbert Hosemann, Jr. (rt.) who sponsored his visit. 
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When it pertains to fi ling an 
individual income tax return, 

one question that is often asked 

by taxpayers is, which one is 

better to claim, standard deduc-

tion or itemized deductions?

The answer is quite simple. 

The one that is the highest dollar 

amount. Let me explain!

When preparing a federal and state individual 

income tax return, one of the fi rst task is to re-
port all of your taxable income.

That income can be from wages, interest, 

dividends, retirement, social security benefi ts, 
alimony, business, rental property, farming, un-

employment, gambling, and the list goes on and 

on.

Once all of the taxable income is reported 

and calculated on the tax return, your goal then 

shifts to bring that number down as low as pos-

sible. The ultimate goal is to lower your taxable 

income to zero. Be mindful, this number can not 

be negative.

There are only two things used to help lower 

your taxable income. They are referred to as ad-

justments and deductions. These two terms are 

interchangeable.

If applicable, and if you qualify, there are 

many adjustments and deductions that can be 

placed on a tax return to help lower your taxable 

income. Such items include, educator expenses, 

moving expenses, alimony paid, student loan 

interest, jury duty pay, no tax on tips, no tax on 

overtime, no tax on car loan interest, and a lot 

more. For the most part, all of these adjustments 

and deductions can only be claimed if you actu-

ally paid for them out-of-pocket.

One deduction that is automatically given to 

taxpayers and does not have to be paid for out-

of-pocket is the standard deduction.

The standard deduction is a fi xed dollar 
amount based on the fi ling status used on a tax-
payer�s tax return.

There are fi ve fi ling statuses, and a standard 
deduction amount is given for each one when it 

pertains to a federal individual income tax re-

turn. They are:

1) Single: $15,750

2) Married Filing Separately: $15,750

3) Married Filing Jointly: $31,500

4) Qualifying Surviving Spouse: $31,500

5) Head of Household: $23,625

Keep in mind, these standard deduction 

amounts are only for tax year 2025. Due to in-

fl ation, these numbers typically increase annu-
ally.

In addition to federal, each state, unless ex-

empt, also gives a fi xed standard deduction 
amount based on a taxpayer’s fi ling status.

Currently, there are nine states that are ex-

empt. Meaning, theses states do not impose an 

income tax on their residents. So if you live 

in Alaska, Florida, Nevada, New Hampshire, 

South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Washington, 

or Wyoming, you do not have to fi le a state in-
dividual income tax return.

Whether it is federal or state, once you know 

what the standard deduction amount is for your 

actual fi ling status, you want to determine if 
your itemized deductions will exceed that par-

ticular number.

There are a plethora of things that can be 

itemized.

Health related items, such as medical, dental, 

prescription, and vision bills, copays, deduct-

ibles, equipment, insurance premiums, sup-

plies, and miles driven.

Other itemized deductions include, charitable 

contributions, charitable miles driven, home 

mortgage interest, property taxes, real estate 

taxes, state income taxes, and plenty more.

Remember, your overall goal is to bring your 

taxable income down to zero. So if your stan-

dard deduction amount does not zero you out, 

and your itemized deductions exceed your stan-

dard deduction amount, you defi nitely want to 
itemize.

Unless you have massive experience on the 

subject of taxes, you are probably thinking, this 

is one complex topic. Trust me, I totally under-

stand your position.

Even Albert Einstein once said, �The hardest 

thing to understand in the world is the income 

tax.�

That is why I highly recommend that you 

choose a company that is honest, knowledge-

able, professional, and reliable for your tax 

preparation needs.

In addition, choose a company that �Don�t 

Just Do Taxes,� but �KNOW TAXES.�

Tim C. Lee is the CEO & Founder of TCL Fi-

nancial & Tax Services, and the host of �The 

TCL Show� that airs every Monday from 6:00 

p.m. to 7:00 p.m. CST on WMPR 90.1 FM in 

Jackson, MS. This is the show that is about 

�You, Life, and Money.� Got an article idea or 

a question you would like answered, e-mail Tim 

at timclee@TCLFinancialTaxServices.com

Which one is better to claim,
Standard Deduction or Itemized Deductions? 
By Tim C. Lee
CEO & Founder of TCL Financial & Tax Services 



During a recent gathering on 

Capitol Hill, lawmakers and 

advocacy leaders sharply criti-

cized a series of policy decisions 

implemented since Trump�s re-

turn to the White House, as well 

as the president�s rhetoric and 

governing approach. While par-

ticipants outlined broad areas of 

concern, they provided limited 

specifi cs regarding immediate 
tactical responses. 

Representative Yvette Clarke 

of New York, chair of the CBC, 

accused the administration of 

pursuing policies that under-

mine civil rights protections, 

restrict voting access, weaken 

social safety programs, and con-

centrate economic and politi-

cal power among elite interests 

at the expense of marginalized 

communities. 

Throughout a series of strate-

gy sessions, activists and legisla-

tors coordinated outreach plans 

and policy priorities spanning 

education, historical curriculum 

standards, healthcare access, 

immigration enforcement, and 

anti-discrimination protections. 

Participants described the dis-

cussions as both sobering and 

motivating, emphasizing the ur-

gency of collective action ahead 

of upcoming elections. 

Several meetings focused on 

safeguarding voter access dur-

ing the midterm elections, amid 

growing concerns among activ-

ists following a federal law en-

forcement raid at an elections 

facility in the Atlanta metro-

politan area. Lawmakers also 

examined potential legislative 

and legal responses to an antici-

pated Supreme Court ruling that 

could weaken a key provision of 

the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

House Minority Leader Ha-

keem Jeff ries signaled that a 
wide range of responses remains 

under consideration, including 

public demonstrations, orga-

nized boycotts, and expanded 

legal challenges. �It�s an all-

hands-on-deck moment, and 

every tool available to the lead-

ership collectively has got to be 

deployed to get this thing turned 

around,” Jeff ries said following 
a press conference. 

The renewed mobilization 

comes as the administration 

continues eff orts to curtail di-
versity, equity, and inclusion 

(DEI) initiatives across fed-

eral agencies, higher education 

institutions, and segments of 

the private sector. Early in his 

second term, Trump signed ex-

ecutive orders prohibiting what 

his administration described as 

�illegal DEI� programs within 

government entities and orga-

nizations receiving federal sup-

port, alongside threats to with-

hold funding from institutions 

that fail to comply. 

Administration offi  cials have 
also advanced initiatives aimed 

at reshaping how American his-

tory and national culture are 

presented in schools, museums, 

and public institutions. Concur-

rently, federal agencies have in-

creased scrutiny of civil rights 

complaints alleging discrimina-

tion against white individuals. 

In response, civil rights 

groups and Democratic law-

makers have launched numerous 

lawsuits challenging anti-DEI 

measures. Recent legal develop-

ments included the administra-

tion�s decision to abandon an 

appeal of a federal court ruling 

that blocked attempts to deny 

funding to educational institu-

tions over DEI-related policies. 

With Democrats currently 

lacking majority control in either 

chamber of Congress, oversight 

options remain limited, prompt-

ing advocacy groups to focus 

on litigation, state-level action, 

and grassroots organizing ahead 

of the midterm elections. Many 

leaders acknowledged that the 

rapid pace of policy changes 

over the past year has forced 

civil rights organizations into a 

period of strategic recalibration. 

Maya Wiley, president and 

CEO of the Leadership Con-

ference on Civil and Human 

Rights, argued that the admin-

istration�s agenda repurposes 

legal frameworks originally 

designed to advance equality. 

�This is about how this admin-

istration is using the tools we 

built as a Black community to 

ensure that all of our people are 

protected,� she said. 

Parallel eff orts are emerging 
at the state level, where a co-

alition of civil rights organiza-

tions and Democratic attorneys 

general from fourteen states 

and the District of Columbia 

has launched a legal initiative 

to defend DEI and accessibility 

policies. Illinois Attorney Gen-

eral Kwame Raoul said the cam-

paign aims to ensure that funda-

mental civil rights protections 

remain enforceable through co-

ordinated legal action. 

The eff ort unfolds amid an 
evolving judicial landscape. 

Federal courts remain divided 

over race-conscious policies in 

hiring and workplace protec-

tions, while the Supreme Court�s 

conservative majority has al-

ready curtailed the use of race in 

college admissions and signaled 

skepticism toward race-based 

considerations in public policy. 

Despite acknowledging the 

scale of the challenge, civil 

rights leaders framed the mo-

ment as a defi ning political and 
legal struggle. Marc Morial, 

president of the National Urban 

League, underscored the move-

ment�s resolve, declaring: �We 

commit today to fi ght and fi ght 
and fi ght until hell freezes over, 
and then, I can assure you, we 

will fi ght on the ice.” 

Last week as U.S. service-

members died in the Middle 

East, Trump went on Fox News 

Radio�s The Brian Kilmeade 

Show and was asked when the 

war against Iran will end. His 

response was, �when I feel it 

in my bones.� How do you in-

terpret a comment like that? He 

operates on gut instinct, always 

infl uenced by his deep-seated 
need to be viewed as big, pow-

erful, smart, the best, greatest 

to ever walk the earth. He sends 

Americans to war, but he�s nev-

er worn the cloth of the nation 

himself; he was exempted from 

the Vietnam Draft in 1968 by a 

medical diagnosis of bone spurs 

in his heels. 

As his war continues, the 

world waits for his bone-deep 

feeling to arrive signaling the 

end of the war against Iran, mil-

lions of Americans are already 

feeling the pain of his second, 

non-consecutive, term in offi  ce. 
Here are just a few examples. 

Since the passage of One Big 

Beautiful Bill Act, which ex-

tended Trump�s 2017 tax cuts 

for the wealthy, while cutting 

$1 trillion from the poor, CNBC 

and The Kaiser Family Founda-

tion estimate that 1.3 to 1.5 mil-

lion Americans have dropped 

off  the Aff ordable Care Plan 
(ACA) marketplaces due to the 

expiration of the subsidies that 

previously made that insurance 

aff ordable. They estimate that at 
least 5 million more Americans 

will drop off  soon, and that 22 
million now face premiums an 

average of 144% higher for the 

same level of coverage.   

The Center of Budget and 

Policy Priorities says roughly 

42 million Americans receive 

Supplemental Nutrition Assis-

tance Program (SNAP) benefi ts, 
about 12% of the U.S. popula-

tion. Four in ten are children, 

set to lose all or some of their 

benefi ts. Increasing restrictions 
on eligibility for programs like 

SNAP and Medicaid will im-

pact 45% of all children nation-

wide, per some estimates. The 

cuts began November 1, 2025. 

There is no doubt these Ameri-

cans are already feeling it deep 

in their bones. 

The Economic Research Ser-

vice indicates grocery prices 

rose 2.4%, and dining out rose 

3.9% in 2025. Gasoline had 

dropped 5.6% over the past 

twelve months, but since Opera-

tion Epic Fury (the war against 

Iran) started on February 28, 

2026, gas prices in Mississippi 

have risen past 70 cents so far 

� other areas are even higher. 

The same source indicates that 

electricity prices have increased 

4.8%, and Natural Gas has ris-

en 10.9% over the past year. In 

comparison, real wages are up 

just 1.9%, per the Washington 

Examiner.  

Those Americans suff ering 
in poverty surely feel it deep in 

their bones, and to that a high 

subset of those are children 

is sadder than sad. Nearly all 

Americans are feeling the im-

pact of rising grocery, energy, 

and gasoline prices, and are do-

ing so while watching the Presi-

dent bathe himself in grandeur 

and gold - and create distraction 

after distraction.  

He has also taken direct aim 

at our nation�s 47 million Afri-

can Americans in his second 

term. As if these brothers and 

sisters - whose ancestors built 

this country - haven�t endured 

enough pain and discrimina-

tion. Now it is unmistakenly 

dispatched from the highest of-

fi ce in the land. He has ended 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 

(DEI) programs to the fullest 

extent possible, deeply hamper-

ing the already unlevel play-

ing fi eld. Through his DOGE 
eff orts he has targeted federal 
jobs which disproportionately 

impact African Americans. His 

list of aff ronts to African Amer-
icans is lengthy and includes 

policies covering housing, 

civil rights, education, history, 

criminal justice, and policing. 

His former personal attorney, 

Michael Cohen, has stated that 

Trump once said that Black peo-

ple were too stupid to vote for 

him. All Americans must con-

tinue to grapple with an elector-

ate where 49.8% of voters pulled 

the lever for a man like this. 

He has a strangle-hold on Re-

publicans in Congress, demand-

ing the passing of the SAVE 

(Safeguard American Voter Eli-

gibility) Act � which he wants 

to be called the SAVE America 

Act � despite his winning the 

last election. The stringent re-

quirements in this legislation 

will sharply reduce, not in-

crease, voter rolls. This Act may 

well be voted on by the Senate 

next week. It is not a Voter ID 

Act at all - it is a framework to 

disenfranchise millions of vot-

ers in their hope of maintaining 

a legislative majority. Per the 

State Department, nearly half 

of Americans don�t hold a valid 

passport, and millions do not 

have a paper birth certifi cate. 
With the Republican Congress 

paralyzed by fear of Trump, 

America as we know it is at the 

mercy. 

Another issue is the Ameri-

can president�s disdain for free 

speech. He has recently regur-

gitated the words �unpatriotic� 

and �enemy of the people,� 

when referring to certain jour-

nalists and news outlets. Think 

that through - an American 

president saying you are unpa-

triotic if you don�t agree with 

him or deliver news in a manner 

that is critical of him! Trying to 

control dissenting information 

was a key element for Stalin, 

Hitler, Mao Zedong, al-Assad, 

and Maduro � all dictators. 

Forbes Magazine tends to 

lean conservative, just like 

Time tends to lean liberally. 

That distinction makes Forbes� 

most recent World Billionaires 

List even more worrying. They 

report that in the last year, as 

millions of Americans feel pain 

in their bones from his poli-

cies, he has increased his wealth 

substantially, �up $1.4 billion 

to $6.5 billion,� since retaking 

offi  ce. That is what he feels in 
his bones. Not the welfare of the 

least of these, not fairness and 

equity for all Americans, not the 

rule of law, not when or if ever 

the war against Iran will end � 

it�s always about him � deep in 

his bones.

NATIONAL

Civil Rights Leaders and Congressional Black Caucus 

unite to challenge Trump Administration policies 
�When I Feel It In My Bones�

Who knows what Trump feels, but Americans know what he has made them feel in their bones

Civil rights organizations and members of the Congressional Black 

Caucus (CBC) used the observance of Black History Month to relaunch a 

coordinated national initiative aimed at mobilizing opposition to policies 

they argue threaten longstanding legal protections for minority communi-

ties under President Donald Trump�s administration. 
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The U.S. Department of Health 

and Human Services, together 

with the USDA, announced a 

new food pyramid January 7th 

as part of the 2025�2030 Dietary 

Guidelines for Americans.  

The new food pyramid dif-

fers from previous federal nutri-

tion guidance by inverting the 

traditional hierarchy of foods. 

Instead of emphasizing grains as 

the foundation, the new model 

prioritizes protein, full-fat dairy, 

healthy fats, fruits, and vegeta-

bles, while placing whole grains 

at the bottom. It discourages re-

fi ned carbohydrates, added sug-
ars, and highly processed foods. 

It also almost doubles recom-

mended protein intake. 

Speakers in this briefi ng ana-
lyzed the new guidelines and 

discussed ultra-processed foods 

and the environmental impacts 

of consuming more red meat and 

factory farming. Sunita Sohrabji 

served as moderator and began 

with Dr. Christopher Gardner, 

Professor of Medicine at Stanford 

University School of Medicine. 

�We had a pyramid when all 

this started back in 1990. No-

body really liked the pyramid to 

be perfectly honest�in 2011 Mi-

chelle Obama helped switch that 

iconic fi gure to a plate, which is 
a lot easier to understand. ..there 

is a lot of politics involved on the 

dietary guidelines advisory com-

mittee, but it was science based. 

Now, under Robert F. Kennedy, 

Jr.  who pretty much very vocally, 

on social media, dismissed our 

reports saying it was too compli-

cated. When the new guidelines 

were released January 8, 2026, 

we were back to a pyramid, but 

it was upside down. Most of them 

are consistent with old recom-

mendations. So, there�s really a 

lot of sound advice in the new di-

etary guidelines. But to be honest, 

the pyramid itself is a little hard 

to interpret � it has more legumes, 

which are beans, peas, and lentils 

and less red and processed meat. 

Immediately after the release, the 

Secretary came out on social me-

dia and said beef is back, butter 

is back, meat is back�this con-

tradicted the scientifi c conclu-
sions�� 

In responding to an open-

ing question, Dr. Marion Nestle 

is Professor of Nutrition, Food 

Studies, and Public Health Emer-

ita at New York University, in-

dicated, �Recently the Secretary 

stated that we are not going to be 

a nanny state, and so the goal of 

the guidelines from his perspec-

tive is to educate the public so 

they can exercise their personal 

responsibility�the personal re-

sponsibility message is one that 

gets the government out of doing 

anything related to labeling, re-

strictions on marketing, about re-

strictions on the content of foods, 

it can just say - it�s up to you.�  

She gave an example: We think 

you should eat less sugar and it�s 

up to you to make that happen 

and we hope that the food com-

panies will go along with it. �I 

don�t think that�s going to work. 

You have expressed concern that 

people on SNAP benefi ts and 
with some women not having ac-

cess to whole foods because of 

cost. But isn�t it cheaper to eat a 

plant focused diet rather than one 

that emphasizes meat and dairy? 

If you have pots, pans, knives, 

and a refrigerator and know how 

to cook, you can make delicious 

plant-based menus for your fam-

ily, but not everyone wants to 

make that choice, and so they 

grab cheap products like pro-

cessed foods. Food products are 

designed to be profi table…the 
food industry is not a social sci-

ence agency and it�s not a public 

health agency, the food industry 

is a business, its job is to make 

money for shareholders. Ultra 

processed foods are extraordi-

narily profi table.” 
Dr. Sailesh Rao is the founder 

of Climate Healers. He was very 

popular with the audience of 75 

global media outlets. His com-

ments were mostly confi ned to 
the environmental impact of food 

production. �Americans are criti-

cally defi cient in fi ber, an essen-
tial macro nutrient. The USDA 

has admitted that we as Ameri-

cans don’t get enough fi ber. If you 
think that the guidelines would 

address this glaring defi ciency, 
you would be wrong. The guide-

lines exemplify a system or plan-

et � our current operating system- 

driving what I call the poly-crisis, 

which is our existential threats, 

including planetary overheating, 

chronic disease, epidemics, and 

freshwater depletion. These are 

not separate problems. They are 

interconnected and the dietary 

guidelines make it worse.� 

Dr. Rao continued, �The most 

important factor determining 

whether our children inherit a 

habitable planet is deliberately 

excluded from consideration. 

If 330 million Americans fol-

low these guidelines, the envi-

ronmental consequences will be 

huge. Producing one gallon of 

milk requires 1,000 gallons of 

water. Water is the tip of the ice-

berg. Dairy production uses vast 

land growing alfalfa and clover, 

leading to deforestation. The gas 

emissions created by beef cattle 

are enormous. Animal agricul-

ture is responsible for 87% of an-

nual greenhouse gas emissions, 

a fi gure that takes into account 
land use and carbon opportunity 

costs. What the dietary guidelines 

won�t tell you is that we don�t 

need any animal products for 

health � planned vegan diets are 

healthy for all life stages, includ-

ing pregnancy, infancy, child-

hood, and athletic performance. 

The guidelines push animal prod-

ucts by excluding environmental 

science. Follow the money. There 

are alternative science-based 

guidelines available, like the one 

proposed by the Physicians Com-

mittee for Responsible Medicine 

- https://www.pcrm.org.�  

For readers interested in 

healthy diets, learning more 

about plant-based diets, and the 

impacts of our current food pro-

duction system in the United 

States, please click on this link to 

view this entire briefi ng - https://
americancommunitymedia.org/

media-briefings/the-new-food-

pyramid-healthy-or-harmful.  

The New Food Pyramid: Healthy or Harmful? 
In partnership with American Community Media – National Briefi ng Series
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This month, the 

Black Press cel-

ebrates 199 years of 

existence. It has been 

a time of advocacy 

for a people other-

wise erased from the 

growth and history of this country. 

We have been the ones to �Lift Ev-

ery Voice� as the trusted messen-

gers and storytellers of our strug-

gle. We have shed tears for and with 

each other; we have been the ones to 

carry hope in the midst of a struggle 

that so often seemed hopeless. We 

have survived not �not because of,� 

but “in spite of” every eff ort to de-
humanize and deny us the equal-

ity of life, liberty and the pursuit 

of happiness the founding fathers 

swore to as a right to all people. 

James Weldon Johnson really 

stated our history in his song, 

Lift Every Voice & Sing, when he 

wrote: �We have come, over a way 

that with tears have been watered.� 

The stories we have reported, often 

at great personal cost, have made a 

diff erence in the quality of life so 
many take for granted today. But 

today, we, as a people, are in much 

greater danger than the physical 

slavery that held us for too many 

years. Many of the very brothers 

and sisters, we have sacrifi ced and 
struggled to save, have forgotten 

our past. Too many have allowed 

social media and the illusion of 

progress, through personal achieve-

ments, to take us away from the na-

tional sense of pride and unity we 

once held so dear 

Today, we, the Black Press, are 

once again confronted with surviv-

al. The reality is that neither Presi-

dent Trump, nor his social policies 

seeking to eliminate us, is the real 

problem. �We� are the problem our-

selves. We, the Black Press, in our 

eff orts to survive, have lost much of 
the ability to engage our communi-

ties in a changing environment, so 

that they remember who we are and 

how important we remain as a part 

of our collective survival. 

Likewise, our communities of 

churches, social organizations, and 

the very businesses we do business 

with, must be engaged again in sup-

port of the Black Press. Now is the 

time to re-tell our own story, lest 

we be forgotten. The future of the 

Black Press belongs to all of us. 

Law and Gilbert 

Publishing House in 

London published the 

original Slave Bible 

in 1807. To educate 

enslaved Africans and 

preserve the system of 

slavery, it was published on behalf of 

the Society for the Conversion of Ne-

gro slaves. No contents of The Slave 

Bible address liberation. Rather, se-

lections of the Holy Bible to defend 

slavery during most of the abolition 

movement are featured. A majority of 

the Old Testament (90 percent), and 

approximately half of the New Testa-

ment are omitted. 

According to Anthony Schmidt, 

Associate Curator of Bible and Reli-

gion in America at the Museum of the 

Bible in Washington, D.C., The Slave 

Bible was intended to be used among 

enslaved Africans in the West Indies: 

modern day Caribbeans � Jamaica, 

Barbados, and Antigua. The most 

famous pro-slavery verse that most 

famous pro-slavers would have cited 

was placed in the book: �Servants 

be obedient to your masters accord-

ing to the fl esh, with fear and trem-
bling, in singleness of your heart, as 

unto Christ.� (Ephesians 6:5). Other 

verses that reinforced the institution 

of slavery were included. On the other 

hand, any passages that would have 

prompted rebellion were excluded. 

An example is: �There is neither Jew 

nor Greek, there is neither male nor 

female: for ye are all one in Christ Je-

sus.� (Galatians 3:28). 

Only three copies of the Slave Bible 

exist. Fisk University owns one copy, 

and the remaining two artifacts are in 

the United Kingdom. Several years 

ago, Fisk University joined forces 

with the Museum of the Bible and the 

Smithsonian�s National Museum of 

African American History and Cul-

ture and featured a special exhibition 

titled, The Slave Bible: Let the Story 

Be Told, at the Museum of the Bible in 

Washington D.C. The Slave Bible was 

recently returned to Fisk University. 

Clergy women, particularly within 

Black church traditions in Miss. and 

the broader South, reference the Slave 

Bible as a symbol of oppression, in-

tended for intentional distortion of the 

Gospel, excluding stories like Exodus 

(Moses demanding �let my people 

go�) and verses highlighting equal-

ity in Christ. Designed by white mis-

sionaries, it mirrors the pro-slavery 

theology common in old antebellum 

Mississippi. A womanist or liberative 

�hermeneutic of suspicion� argues 

that the enslaved recognized the Slave 

Bible was a manipulative narrative, 

but they found a theology of liberation 

in the full, unedited text. 

Mississippi Encyclopedia asserts 

that the physical 90 percent redacted 

British �Slave Bible� was not widely 

used in the US, the practice of preach-

ing a similar, heavily edited version of 

the Bible to enforce submission was 

common in the south. Mississippi. 

ministers like Benjamin M. Palmer of 

New Orleans cited the curse of Ham to 

promote the idea that African Ameri-

cans were destined for perpetual ser-

vitude. Segregated seating within re-

ligious Mississippi churches was the 

norm, and slaves could only take com-

munion after all whites were served. 

Ministers and religious leaders ad-

opted specially written catechisms to 

orally instruct slaves, forbidden from 

learning to read the Bible, in the te-

nets of their faith. Two sermons each 

Sunday were often provided � one for 

Blacks, one for whites. Earthly obedi-

ence to whites and Paul�s admonitions 

to slaves were highly emphasized.   

While many opine about the Slave 

Bible, what is the crux of the matter? 

Distorting God�s word has dire conse-

quences. Abusing human beings for 

intended, selfi sh gains “ignores the 
true liberating message of the gos-

pel,� warned Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Taking verses out of context 

to compel slaves to obey masters, 

mistresses, and others who exercised 

their authority is wickedness: a deep-

seated commitment to wrong doing. 

Hence, these societal norms must be 

rejected. 

The National 

Basketball As-

sociation is a 

billion-dollar or-

ganization. �Oh, 

how it grows and 

grows and where 

it�s gonna stop I�m sure, no-

body knows.� Remember The 

Temptations song, entitled, It�s 

Growing? 

The NBA in my opinion is 

an iconic brand. It has changed 

with the times and is creating 

new platforms of success each 

year. They have successfully 

managed new innovations and 

creations to gain their contin-

ued popularity. 

There are thirty NBA teams. 

Fans come to see the estab-

lished stars, the new stars and 

the future stars. Quite honest-

ly, even if you are sitting on the 

bench, you are a millionaire. 

The marketing genius of the 

NBA is stellar. Every team has 

its share of special days and 

nights with T-shirts, caps and 

cups being given away. If you 

can catch a T-shirt or leave 

with a towel draped over your 

seat, you will count the game 

as a success, especially if your 

team wins. 

Each franchise can sponsor 

special events and promotions 

that will oftentimes highlight 

community organizations. 

They have always turned out to 

be grand occasions. 

If you have attended an NBA 

game, you know the thrills 

and excitement that the games 

bring. If you haven�t, put it on 

your bucket list. 

Recently, the Atlanta Hawks 

were going to sponsor a Magic 

City Night. It is a club in the 

ATL that has been in business 

for many years. Succinctly 

put, it is a hot spot for adult 

entertainment. I had not heard 

of Magic City, but what do I 

know? I am in the 4th quarter 

of my life so there are some 

things that just slip by me. 

My friend, Gary and I were 

talking recently about all 

things NBA. He asked me had 

I heard about what the Atlanta 

Hawks were trying to do with 

Magic City? I looked clueless. 

Gary is an African Ameri-

can businessman, so he began 

to give me the update. His 

response was not business-

centered but was Black wom-

en-centered. It was boundary-

driven and he believed the 

Hawks had overstepped. 

He said, �Black women must 

not and should not be disre-

spected. It is never ok for them 

to be played in the public.� I 

agreed with his heartfelt com-

ments and he wasn’t fi nished. 
He added, �We are living in 

times where we must uphold 

and uplift our sisters. Black 

women have come too far and 

accomplished too much. Hav-

ing the Atlanta Hawks sponsor 

this night would be wrong and 

inappropriate. This event must 

simply not happen�. 

Well, I think my friend, 

Gary�s comments must have 

reached NBA Commissioner 

Adam Silver and players, too. 

Commissioner Silver said in 

a prepared statement, �While 

we appreciate the team�s per-

spective and their desire to 

move forward, we have heard 

signifi cant concerns from a 
broad array of league stake-

holders, including fans, part-

ners and employees.� 

Some of these stakeholders 

that he mentions are women 

who have daughters, nieces 

and sisters. Some of these 

stakeholders are men who have 

wives and daughters. 

Luke Kornet, a player with 

the San Antonio Spurs said, 

�Allowing the event would 

make the NBA complicit in the 

potential objectifi cation and 
mistreatment of women.� 

However, there are those 

who feel diff erent. Jami  Gertz, 
part owner of the Atlanta 

Hawks said in a press release, 

�This collaboration and theme 

night is very meaningful to 

me after all the work we did 

to put together Magic City: An 

American Fantasy. The iconic 

Atlanta institution has made an 

incredible impact on our city 

and its unique culture.� 

I don�t think people are dis-

counting the work that went 

into the planning of it. The 

concern the NBA has is how it 

portrays women. 

The NBA will go on, and the 

Atlanta Hawks will too, just 

without the Magic City Night. 

This column is dedicated to 

Black women who paved the 

way and to Black women who 

are leading the way.

The National Basketball Association 
dribbled in to stop the Atlanta Hawks event 

The Black Press, Our 
History, Our Crisis 

The Slave Bible: 
Good Book or Wicked Book? 
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During the past holi-

days and on New Year�s 

Day I had a big awaken-

ing idea! My idea was 

inspired by several mes-

sages that my husband 

had preached. 

I can�t believe it after indulging on 

New Year�s Day with goodies like fried 

catfi sh, cabbage greens, peach cobbler, 
and even some chitterlings (yes, every 

now and then your gal eats chitterlings) 

I found myself drawn back to my hus-

band’s messages and wanted to fulfi l 
my big awakening idea. I knew if I 

waited any longer to act � it would not 

get done any time soon.

Several months ago, our church had 

a clothing giveaway, so I donated some 

of my clothing items which gave me 

additional space in both of my walk-

in closets but especially my fall/win-

ter closet. I was excited about this new 

space as it could accommodate more, 

“stuff .” Yet, I have recently decided I 
will purchase what I need versus what 

I want. 

Several months before our clothing 

give away � my husband began orga-

nizing and cleaning out his walk-in 

closet. He threw stuff  away, designated 
bags to give away like shoes, clothes, 

hats, etc. Further, he organized his 

sweaters in crates and created a space 

for his neckties that he isn�t too thrilled 

about wearing anymore (my daughter 

and I probably wear his ties more than 

he does now � before you knock it � 

try it, it�s cute). I was proud of how or-

ganized my husband�s closet was � it 

looked like a fancy men�s department 

store. However, as time progressed, he 

did something diff erent with his closet 
that shocked me.

Although, I was very full-on New 

Year�s Day, I was determined to ful-

fi l my big awakening idea even if that 
meant off ering to pay our son to help 
me, which I did. My idea was to clean 

and organize both of my closets. 

When I walked in my husband�s clos-

et – I discovered sofa pillows, a fl oor 
mat, piano bench, bibles on the fl oor, 
spiritual books, but out of everything 

that touched me the most was what I 

saw on his wall. 

My motivation to complete my big 

awakening idea was met with tired-

ness, anxiousness, and excitement 

� little but slowly, my son and I were 

making progress. Before I realized it 

my second walk-in closet was empty. 

Yes, ladies, I emptied out my fall/win-

ter closet. 

I was awestruck by what I saw on 

my husband�s wall � he had written 

prayers and scriptures on random piec-

es of paper taped on his wall like the 

War Room Movie. He created a Prayer 

Space as he had advised in several of 

his messages. 

My husband motivated me to create 

a prayer/war room too for us, a simple 

and comforting space dedicated for 

praying and spending time with God. 

Therefore, we ordered a big rocker, 

bible, rug, virgin olive oil, a throw, 

couple of crosses, large index cards 

to compose prayers on, highlighters, 

thumbtacks, added other bibles and 

spiritual books to this special space � 

this is one of the best decisions I ever 

made. 

Matthew 6:6 states: �But you, when 

you pray, go into your inner room, 

close your door, and pray to your Fa-

ther, who is unseen. Then your Father, 

who sees what is done in secret, will 

reward you.� I am not encouraging you 

to do what we did but I am encourag-

ing you to understand that fi ghting for 
your marriage begins with prayer (God 

honors what you pray for in private � 

can be in your bedroom, car, etc.) and 

seeking God�s Word for strategies and 

guidance.

To conclude, we informed our church 

about what we did, and our eight-year-

old niece visited our home a week or so 

later. She came in our bedroom and be-

gan looking in our closets and I asked 

why she was in there and she said, �I�m 

looking for your Prayer Closet.� Of 

course, I laughed and escorted her to 

the closet, and I believe she had every 

intention of praying but our daughter 

unknowingly distracted her from pray-

ing. It blew my mind that my niece 

understood what our War Room was 

about and she wanted to be a part of it � 

this made the rest of my year.  Spouses, 

it is imperative that you watch the War 

Room even if you have already � do 

it again. Lastly, I no longer have two 

closets, but I have something even bet-

ter � a designated War/Prayer Room 

where we fi ght for each other, our mar-
riage, family, etc. TO WIN! 

Contact Dr. LaShunda Calvert for 

speaking engagements (Motivational, 

Ministering, Marriage Workshops, 

Marriage Seminars, Marriage Confer-

ences, etc.) on:

Instagram: letsstay2gether4ever 

(Dr. LaShunda Calvert)

Facebook: Dr. LaShunda Calvert 

Email: letsstaytogether4eva@gmail.

com

The Restoration Church, 3931 Hang-

ing Moss Road, Suite H, (Storefront 

behind the McDonald�s in the parking 

lot) Jackson, MS. 39206/Contact # 601-

596-2528

I no longer have 

two closets
By LaShunda Calvert, Ph.D.
Tips for a Good Marriage

By James B. Ewers Jr. Ed.D.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio
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AUCTION FOR CITY OF JACKSON ABANDONED, STOLEN, 

SEIZED VEHICLES, EVIDENCE, AND RECOVERED PROPERTY
To all interested 

parties, known and 

unknown,Pursuant to the 

MS State Code of 1972, 

Section 21-39-21, the City 

of Jackson, Mississippi, 

will sell at Public 

Auction, the impounded, 

abandoned, lost, stolen, or 

misplaced motor vehicles 

and equipment listed on 

the attached schedule. 

Unclaimed motor vehicles 

and equipment may be 

sold after the expiration of 

ninety (90) days from their 

receipt or recovery by 

the City of Jackson. The 

auction will be held online 

at https://marketplace.

autura.com/auctions/jac-

ms/ on March 24,  2026 at 

10:00 am

A list and description of 

abandoned/unclaimed 

vehicles will be posted 

pursuant to statutory 

requirements in the 

following locations: 

Hinds County Court 

House  Hinds Country 

Chancery Court 

Building 

Jackson City Hall/City 

Clerk’s Offi ce”   (3/5/2026)
3/5/2026

*******************************

8840036 � 2013/HONDA/

ACCORD/BLACK � 

1HGCR3F83DA036123

*******************************

8840039 � 2012/HYUNDAI/

SONATA/WHITE � 

5NPEB4AC7CH338194
*******************************

8840102 � 2008/NISSAN/

MAXIMA/BLACK � 

1N4BA41E18C802015
*******************************

8840275 • UNK/UNKNOWN/
SCOOTER/BLUE � 

L9TEACB2H109100

*******************************

8840279 � 2008/

INFINITI/G35/BLACK • 
JNKBV61E68M228711

*******************************

8840294 � 2020/

KIA/SOUL/SILVER � 

KNDJ23AU7L7002776

*******************************

8840898 � 2014/

FORD/F150/WHITE • 
1FTFW1EF9EKD72573
*******************************

8843405 • 2016/
HYUNDAI/SONATA/RED � 

5NPE24AF7GH324652
*******************************

8843408 � 2008/HONDA/

ACCORD/RED � 

1HGCP26878A005690
*******************************

8843550 • 2003/HONDA/
ACCORD/BLUE � 

JHMCM563X3C061115
*******************************

8843577 • 2006/DODGE/
DURANGO/GOLD � 

1D4HD48N26F102780

*******************************

8843615 • 2010/NISSAN/
MAXIMA/BLACK � 

1N4AA5AP4AC874514
*******************************

8843631 � 2014/DODGE/

CHARGER/GRAY � 

2C3CDXBG2EH366523
*******************************

8843688 � 2007/NISSAN/

ALTIMA/BLUE � 

1N4AL21E27N494432

*******************************

8843796 � 2013/

NISSAN/ALTIMA/RED � 

1N4AL3AP0DC226140

*******************************

8844132 � 2006/

CHRYSLER/300/GOLD � 

2C3KA53G26H482801
*******************************

8844176 � 2002/GMC/

YUKON XL 1500/GRAY • 
3GKEC16ZX2G184522
*******************************

8844217 � 1994/GMC/

SIERRA/MULTI-COLOR � 

2GDEC19K4R1576498
*******************************

8844228 � 2003/

MERCEDES/M 

CLASS/GOLD � 

4JGAB57E03A430358
*******************************

8844309 � 2012/KIA/

SPORTAGE/RED � 

KNDPCCA24C7199704

*******************************

8844483 � 2010/MAZDA/

CX-7/MULTI-COLOR � 

JM3ER2W59A0347345
*******************************

8844514 • 2021/KIA/
SELTOS/WHITE � 

KNDEU2AA4M7065394
*******************************

8844573 • 2004/
INFINITI/FX35/GRAY • 
JNRAS08U74X105637
*******************************

8844804 � 2011/HYUNDAI/

ELANTRA/SILVER � 

KMHDH4AE7BU127279

*******************************

8844821 � 1997/

FORD/F150/WHITE • 
1FTDX1767VNC96917

*******************************

8844844 � 2010/TOYOTA/

CAMRY/BLACK � 

4T1BF3EK2AU513873
*******************************

8844858 • 2015/
CHEVROLET/

MALIBU/SILVER � 

1G11C5SL1FU146675
*******************************

8844890 • 2015/NISSAN/
PATHFINDER/BLACK � 

5N1AR2MN2FC618189
*******************************

8844896 � 2012/

ACURA/TL/BLACK � 

19UUA8F55CA034581
*******************************

8847763 � 1998/

CHEVROLET/

GMT-400/WHITE � 

2GCEC19R1W1220572
*******************************

8848223 � 1990/JEEP/

CHEROKEE/GRAY � 

1J4FT87L7LL252843
*******************************

8851031 • 2011/
INFINITI/G37/WHITE � 

JN1CV6AP5BM302248
*******************************

8851129 • 2015/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/SILVER � 

5NPDH4AEXFH644175
*******************************

8851154 • 2017/KIA/
OPTIMA/GRAY � 

5XXGT4L31HG133430
*******************************

8851178 • 2000/
HONDA/CRV/GOLD � 

JHLRD1872YC033937

*******************************

8851244 • 2016/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/GRAY � 

5NPDH4AE4GH662236
*******************************

8851270 • 2016/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/SILVER � 

5NPE24AF4GH376756
*******************************

8851378 • 2003/HONDA/
ACCORD/SILVER � 

1HGCM56363A090920
*******************************

8851465 • 2006/HONDA/
ACCORD/GRAY � 

1HGCM56766A102040
*******************************

8851737 • UNKNOWN/
UNKNOWN/GO KART/

MULTI-COLOR � 

L6KHHP154HSA00915
*******************************

8851992 • 2006/
CHEVROLET/

IMPALA/WHITE � 

2G1WC581X69367555
*******************************

8852030 • 2006/CADILLAC/
ESCALADE/GOLD � 

1GYEC63N16R106561
*******************************

8852044 • 2006/
BMW/OTHER/BLUE � 

WBAVB13566PT14536
*******************************

8852066 • 2005/HONDA/
ACCORD/WHITE � 

1HGCM55815A106621
*******************************

8852307 • 1996/
FORD/F150/RED • 
1FTEF15N4TLA85328
*******************************

8854750 • 1994/PONTIAC/
BONNEVILLE/GREEN � 

1G2HX52L3R4250328
*******************************

8854836 • 2009/
SATURN/AURA/BLUE � 

1G8ZV57B39F190815
*******************************

8855036 • 2018/TOYOTA/
COROLLA/BLACK � 

5YFBURHE3JP833347
*******************************

8855051 • 2010/KIA/
OPTIMA/GRAY � 

KNAGG4A84A5423414
*******************************

8855069 • 2003/
FORD/F150/BLACK • 
1FTRW07603KA94714

*******************************

8855154 • 2008/GMC/
SIERRA/WHITE � 

2GTEC130981143592
*******************************

8855176 • 1999/FORD/
CROWN VICT/WHITE � 

2FAFP74W9XX169027

*******************************

8855239 • 2009/NISSAN/
MAXIMA/BLACK � 

1N4AA51E89C833474
*******************************

8855652 • 2007/HONDA/
ACCORD/GOLD � 

3HGCM56457G701584
*******************************

8858465 • 2008/HONDA/
ACCORD/SILVER � 

JHMCP26898C044380

*******************************

8858472 • 1994/
CHEVROLET/

GMT-400/WHITE � 

2GCEC19H5R1109874
*******************************

8858486 • 2008/HONDA/
ACCORD/GRAY � 

1HGCP26808A133236

*******************************

8858500 • 2007/
CHEVROLET/

SUBURBAN/GOLD � 

1GNFK16387R381833

*******************************

8858501 • 2007/NISSAN/
MAXIMA/BLUE � 

1N4BA41E27C829089

*******************************

8858556 • 2006/
CHEVROLET/

IMPALA/WHITE � 

2G1WS551669378432
*******************************

8858798 • 2017/LEXUS/
OTHER/BLACK � 

JTHHP5BC0H5002203
*******************************

8858812 • 2017/
UNKNOWN/

UNKNOWN/RED � 

LWGPCML09HA072815
*******************************

8858847 • 2023/TOYOTA/
CAMRY/BLACK � 

4T1G11AK6PU728910

*******************************

8858940 • 2003/NISSAN/
XTERRA/GRAY � 

5N1ED28T33C662903
*******************************

8858950 • 2016/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/GRAY � 

5NPE24AF4GH394285
*******************************

8858983 • 2002/GMC/
SIERRA/GRAY � 

1GTEK19TX2E203910

*******************************

8859135 • 2013/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/WHITE � 

5NPEB4AC4DH671177
*******************************

8859151 • 2002/NISSAN/
XTERRA/SILVER � 

5N1ED28T02C574566
*******************************

8859215 • 2015/NISSAN/
PATHFINDER/WHITE � 

5N1AR2MN8FC702890
*******************************

8859308 • 2008/DODGE/
CALIBER/SILVER � 

1B3HB28B18D675568
*******************************

8859408 • 2006/
CHEVROLET/

TRAILBLAZER/BLACK � 

1GNDS13S162322990

*******************************

8861516 • 2012/HYUNDAI/

ELANTRA/GRAY � 

5NPDH4AE6CH136359
*******************************

8861540 • 2016/NISSAN/
SENTRA/SILVER � 

3N1AB7AP7GY225621
*******************************

8861700 � 2020/DODGE/

JOURNEY/BLUE � 

3C4PDCAB3LT266429

*******************************

8861703 � 2009/DODGE/

GRAND CARAVAN/GOLD � 

2D8HN54179R512895
*******************************

8861792 • 2005/
CHEVROLET/

MALIBU/WHITE � 

1G1ZT54855F122684
*******************************

8861837 � 2020/KIA/

OPTIMA/BLUE � 

5XXGT4L3XLG441950
*******************************

8861906 • 2005/PONTIAC/
GRAND AM/SILVER � 

1G2NE52F45M254546
*******************************

8861982 � 2019/HYUNDAI/

ELANTRA/SILVER � 

5NPD74LF3KH476155
*******************************

8861988 � 2008/NISSAN/

MAXIMA/WHITE � 

1N4BA41EX8C839337

*******************************

8862006 � 2014/KIA/

FORTE/SILVER � 

KNAFX4A89E5156708
*******************************

8862048 � 1997/

MITSUBISHI/

MIRAGE/WHITE � 

JA3AY26A1VU004341

*******************************

8862208 � 2003/

INFINITI/FX35/SILVER • 
JNRAS08W83X001108

*******************************

8862215 • 2019/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/RED � 

5NPD84LF1KH466589
*******************************

8864300 � 2009/HONDA/

ACCORD/RED � 

1HGCP26899A052303
*******************************

8864352 • 2017/DODGE/
CHARGER/BLACK � 

2C3CDXCT1HH588616
*******************************

8864576 • 2006/
PONTIAC/G6/BLUE � 

1G2ZF55B764248734
*******************************

8864831 � -/GMC/

SIERRA/RED � 

2GTEK19T831100925
*******************************

8864943 � 2007/FORD/

EXPLORER/RED � 

1FMEU64E67UA63394

*******************************

8864951 • 2008/
CHEVROLET/

COBALT/GRAY � 

1G1AL58F387275309
*******************************

8864970 � 2012/

CHEVROLET/

MALIBU/SILVER � 

1G1ZC5EU7CF259571
*******************************

8864987 � 2002/HONDA/

ACCORD/GRAY � 

1HGCG16552A073588
*******************************

8865027 • 1999/FORD/
EXPEDITION/BLACK � 

1FMRU1768XLA39208

*******************************

8865127 • 2020/
MITSUBISHI/

MIRAGE G4/SILVER � 

ML32F3FJXLHF10702

*******************************

8865243 • 2004/
NISSAN/XTERRA/RED � 

5N1ED28T74C633065
*******************************

8867565 • 2015/KIA/
OPTIMA/WHITE � 

KNAGM4A79F5645180
*******************************

8867572 • 2000/
LEXUS/LS/BLACK � 

JT8BH28FXY0177784

*******************************

8867750 • 2010/FORD/
CROWN VICT/WHITE � 

2FABP7BV5AX111707
*******************************

8867797 � 2018/

CHEVROLET/

MALIBU/WHITE � 

1G1ZD5ST2JF260424
*******************************

8867906 � 2004/

CHEVROLET/

SILVERADO/RED � 

1GCEK19T54E357475
*******************************

8868336 � 2016/

NISSAN/ALTIMA/RED � 

1N4AL3AP5GC290176
*******************************

8868508 • 1988/FORD/
F150/MULTI-COLOR • 
1FTDF15Y6JNB50610
*******************************

8871468 � 2002/

CHEVROLET/

SUBURBAN/WHITE � 

3GNEC16Z42G177679

*******************************

8871476 � 1990/

FORD/F150/WHITE • 
1FTDF15Y5LLA07887
*******************************

8871907 � UNKNOWN/

UNKNOWN/ATV/BLACK � 

A7RABGCAEP0000048

*******************************

8871979 � UNKNOWN/

UNKNOWN/

MOTORCYCLE/BLUE � 

L0WHDN102M1002550
*******************************

8872014 � HONDA/

UNKNOWN/

MOTORCYCLE/ORANGE � 

JH2PF1037KK000432

*******************************

8872036 � UNKNOWN/

UNKNOWN/

MOTORCYCLE/GREEN � 

L0WHDN104M1002467

*******************************

8912440 � 2016/

UNKNOWN/SCOOTER/

MULTI-COLOR � 

LYDM7TKH7G1500049

3/5/2026, 3/12/2026 3/19/2026
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RULE 81 SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION 

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF  

OTELIAN WOODSON-BASS, DECEASED             CAUSE NO. P2024-289 M/4 

PETITIONER:  WALTERINE UNDERWOOD 

SUMMONS 

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 

TO:  THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF OTELIAN WOODSON-BASS WILLIAMS, 

DECEASED 

You have been made a Defendant in the suit fi led in this Court by Walterine Underwood 
Petitioner, seeking the adjudication of heirs of Otelian Woodson-Bass Williams, Deceased. 

You are summoned to appear and defend against the complaint or petition fi led against 
you in this action at 9:00 a.m. o’clock a.m., on the 18th day of May 2026, in the Chancery 
Courtroom of Hinds County before Honorable Crystal Wise Martin, Chancellor.  In case of 
your failure to appear and defend a judgment will be entered against you for the money or 
other things demanded in the complaint or petition. 

You are not required to fi le an answer or other pleading but you may do so if you desire. 

Issued under my hand and the seal of said Court, this the _____ day of February, 2026. 

EDDIE JEAN CARR,  
CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI 

3/5/2026, 3/12/2026 3/19/2026

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT  

ZONING CASE NO. 4324 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council 
of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby 
given to all persons interested in or in any way aff ected thereby, that Angela Stamps has 
fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use 
Permit to allow for an accessory structure for living quarters within a R-1A (Single-Family) 
Residential District on property located at 808 Colonial Cir. (Parcel 552-196), in the First 
Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as: 

Lot 14, Block “G”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 2, a subdivision according to the map or plat 
thereof which is of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, 
Mississippi, in Plat Book 6 at Page 17, reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a 
part of this description. 

AND ALSO a part of Lot 15, Block “G”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 2, as recorded in Plat 
Book 6 at Page 17 of Chancery Records of the First Judicial District of Hinds County, 
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as follows: 

Beginning at an iron bar marking the Northeast corner of aforesaid Lot 15, 33.0 feet to an 
iron bar; turn thence through an interior angle of 128 degrees 31 minutes 30 seconds and 
run Southwesterly, 345,71 feet to an iron bar on Northern right of way line of Colonial Circle; 
run thence Southeasterly, clockwise, along the arc of a curve in the Northern right of way 
line of Colonial Circle, 19.02 feet to the Southeast corner of Lot 15; said curve having radius 
of 302.62 feet and a central angle of 03 degrees 36 minutes; run thence Northeasterly along 
the Eastern boundary of Lot 15, 366.51 feet to the point of beginning 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson 
Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, March 25, 2026, at which time all 
parties interested in or aff ected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, 
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any 
person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City 
Zoning Administrator before said time of hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, 
or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 
hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or 
auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired. 

DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE 
PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  PLEASE EMAIL 
EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER  FOR THE TELECONFERENCE/
VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO MARCH 18, 2026. 

WITNESS my signature this 27TH day of February 2026. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

3/5/2026, 3/19/2026

LEGAL

3/5/2026, 3/12/2026, 3/19/2026

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT  

ZONING CASE NO. 4321 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council 
of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby 
given to all persons interested in or in any way aff ected thereby, that Michael Andrews has 
fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit 
to allow for the operation of a wrecker recovery business within a C-3 (General) Commercial 
District on property located at 3228 Medgar Evers Blvd. (Parcel 409-24-1, 409-24 & 409-
72), in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly 
described as: 

Lots 7,8,9, Block B, Shady Oaks, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof which 
is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, 
Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 4, Page 102, reference to which is hereby made, less 10 
feet off  the Southwest side thereof. 

AND ALSO 

Lots 52 & 53, Block B, Shady Oaks, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof which 
is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, 
Mississippi, in Plat Book 4 at Page 102 thereof. 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson 
Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, March 25, 2026, at which time all 
parties interested in or aff ected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, 
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any 
person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City 
Zoning Administrator before said time of hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, 
or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 
hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or 
auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired. 

DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE 
PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  PLEASE EMAIL 
EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER  FOR THE TELECONFERENCE/
VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO MARCH 18, 2026. 

WITNESS my signature this 27TH day of February 2026. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

3/5/2026, 3/19/2026

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE 

JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
ON WEDNESDAY, April 1, 2026 AT 11:00aM IN THE ANDREW JACKSON CONFERENCE 
ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT 
STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. 

APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

I. NEW BUSINESS 
CASE NO. HPNC-26-9 
LOCATION: 137 W COHEA ST (PARCEL 73-22) 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: FARISH STREET APPLICANT:HOUSING MISSISSIPPI, INC  
AMENDED REQUEST: DEMOLISH REMAINDER OF A DELAPIDATED STRUCTURE AND 
LANDSCAPE THE LOT AS AN ADDITION TO THE LENOARD COURT PROJECT. 

CASE NO. HPNC-26-10 
LOCATION: 139 W COHEA ST (PARCEL 73-23) 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: FARISH STREET APPLICANT:HOUSING MISSISSIPPI, INC 
AMENDED REQUEST: DEMOLISH REMAINDER OF A DELAPIDATED STRUCTURE AND 
LANDSCAPE THE LOT AS AN ADDITION TO THE LENOARD COURT PROJECT. 

CASE NO. HPNC-26-11 
LOCATION: 948 BLAIR ST (PARCEL 74-25-1) 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: FARISH STREET APPLICANT: WE WILL GO MINISTRIES  
REQUEST: REPLACE IDENTIFIED WINDOWS, REPLACE SIDING, & CONSTRUCT AN 
ADDITION TO THE NORTH ELEVATION OF THE HOME. 

II. OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
OTHER  

ADJOURNMENT 
3/19/2026, 3/26/2026

LEGAL

RULE 81 SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION 

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF  
OTELIAN WOODSON-BASS, DECEASED                              CAUSE NO. P2024-289 M/4 

PETITIONER:  WALTERINE UNDERWOOD 

SUMMONS 

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 

TO:  THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF OTELIAN WOODSON-BASS WILLIAMS, DECEASED 

You have been made a Defendant in the suit fi led in this Court by Walterine Underwood 
Petitioner, seeking the adjudication of heirs of Otelian Woodson-Bass Williams, Deceased. 

You are summoned to appear and defend against the complaint or petition fi led against 
you in this action at 9:00 a.m. o’clock a.m., on the 18th day of May 2026, in the Chancery 
Courtroom of Hinds County before Honorable Crystal Wise Martin, Chancellor.  In case of 
your failure to appear and defend a judgment will be entered against you for the money or 
other things demanded in the complaint or petition. 

You are not required to fi le an answer or other pleading but you may do so if you desire. 

Issued under my hand and the seal of said Court, this the _____ day of February, 2026. 

EDDIE JEAN CARR,  
CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI 
s

3/5/2026, 3/12/2026, 3/19/2026

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING WITH A USE PERMIT  

ZONING CASE NO. 4322 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council 
of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby 
given to all persons interested in or in any way aff ected thereby, that Shantwanette Austin 
has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a 
Rezoning from R-1A (Single-Family) Residential District to C-1A (Restricted) Commercial 
District with a Use Permit to allow for the operation of a Commercial Daycare Center 
within a C-1A (Restricted) Commercial District on property located at 3809 Britton Ave. 
(Parcel 430-93), in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more 
particularly described as: 

75 FT OFF S/S LOT 24 NORTH VIEW ADDN PART 3 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson 
Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, March 25, 2026, at which time all 
parties interested in or aff ected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, 
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any 
person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City 
Zoning Administrator before said time of hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, 
or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 
hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or 
auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired. 

DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE 
PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  PLEASE EMAIL 
EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER  FOR THE TELECONFERENCE/
VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO MARCH 18, 2026. 

WITNESS my signature this 27TH day of February 2026. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

3/5/2026, 3/19/2026

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING  

ZONING CASE NO. 4323 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council 
of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby 
given to all persons interested in or in any way aff ected thereby, that Erin Jackson Earls has 
fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning 
from R-4 (Limited Multi-family) Residential District to PUD - Planned Unit Development 
District to allow for the construction and revitalization of residential units on the properties 
located at 1110 Prose Ave. (Parcel 164-23), 1222 W Silas Brown St (Parcel 164-22-14) 
and 1218 -1220 W Silas Brown St  (Parcel 164-25-5) in the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as: 

The land referred to herein below is situated in the County of Hinds, State of Mississippi, 
and described as follows: 

Lots One Hundred Twelve (112), One Hundred Thirteen (113), One Hundred Fourteen (114), 
One Hundred Fifteen (115), and One Hundred Sixteen (116), Handy Place, a subdivision 
in and to the First Judicial District of Hinds County, State of Mississippi, according to a map 
or plat thereof on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at 
Jackson, Mississippi in Plat Book 3 at Page 74 thereof, reference to which is hereby made 
in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson 
Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, March 25, 2026, at which time all 
parties interested in or aff ected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, 
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any 
person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City 
Zoning Administrator before said time of hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, 
or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 
hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or 
auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired. 

DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE 
PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  PLEASE EMAIL 
EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER  FOR THE TELECONFERENCE/
VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO MARCH 18, 2026. 

WITNESS my signature this 27TH day of February 2026. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

3/5/2026, 3/19/2026
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 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N

BULLY�S RESTAURANT 

3118 Livingston Road

CASH & CARRY

Capitol Street  and Monument Street

CITY HALL

219 S President St

GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX

2659 Livingston Road

DOLLAR GENERAL

3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)

DOLLAR GENERAL  

2030 N Siwell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL  

4331 Highway 80W

DOLLAR GENERAL 

5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

DOLLAR GENERAL  

1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)

DOLLAR GENERAL

304 Briarwood Dr

DOLLAR GENERAL 

2855 McDowell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL 

104 Terry Rd

J & A FUEL STORES

3249 Medgar Evers  Blvd.

LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST

2325 Livingston Rd.

MCDADE�S  MARKET

Northside Drive

MCDADE�S  MARKET #2

653 Duling Avenue

PICADILLY CAFETERIA

Jackson Medical Mall 

350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue

SHELL FOOD MART

5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE

Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA

6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)

REVELL ACE HARDWARE

Terry Rd (South Jackson)

WALGREENS 

380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

C A N T O N

A & I

716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B

702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE

3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY�S STORE

Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART

743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY

Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN

285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE�S SANDWICH & GROCERY

507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP

110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY�S INSURANCE

421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP

257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY

22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M

DOLLAR GENERAL

125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

HAVIOR�S AUTO CARE

5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL�S  MARKET PLACE

5777 Terry Road

CITY HALL

Terry  Road

C L I N T O N

DOLLAR GENERAL

807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

T E R R Y

SERVICE STATION 

at Exit 78

CITY HALL 

West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D

HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

WELCOME CENTER

505 E. Main Street

SUNFLOWER GROCERY 

122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 

120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  

126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL

110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A

HUBBARD�S TRUCK STOP

Mississippi Hwy 18

PITT STOP 

101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N

BOLTON LIBRARY

BOLTON CITY HALL

Deanco Auction  601-656-9768   www.deancoauction.com
1042 Holland Ave (PO Box 1248) • Philadelphia, Mississippi 39350         Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733, MSGL #835

10% Buyers Premium on the first $5000 of each lot and then a 3% buyers premium and the remaining balance of each lot.

HUGE 2-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
Wednesday, March 25th &

Thursday, March 26th • 9am

1042 Holland Ave • Philadelphia, Mississippi

Live Online and Onsite Bidding

Day 1: Selling Truck Tractors, Dump Trucks, Service Trucks, Specialty
Trucks, Trailers, Pickups, Vehicles, Misc. & More

Day 2: Selling Dozers, Excavators, Motor Graders, Rubber-tired Loaders,
Backhoes, Skid Steers, Compaction Eq., Forklifts, Logging, Farm
Tractors, Attachments, Misc. & More

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now to 
receive a FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. Call 
1-844-316-8630 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  Call: 
1-833-764-2473

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL 
can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving ALL 
installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary 
by dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) 
Call 1-855-685-0052

OLSHAN FOUNDATION SOLUTIONS. 
Your trusted foundation repair 
experts since 1933. Foundation 
repair. Crawl space recovery. 
Basement waterproofing. Water 
management and more. Free 
evaluation. Limited time up to $250 
off foundation repair. Call Olshan 
1-866-264-5115

SAFE STEP. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-855-532-0066

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-584-8517 
www.dental50plus.com/mspress 
#6258

AUDIEN HEARING. The world’s 
first hearing aid with touchscreen 
controls. No tiny buttons, apps or 
prescriptions. 45-day risk free trial. 
Free shipping. Lifetime support. 
More than 1.5 million happy 
customers. Call Audien 1-866-
852-2087 

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 1-833-
641-4206

DONATE your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-
428-0305 today!

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash 
AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Call today 
for your fair cash offer: 1-601-273-
8545.

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the
same reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees and
activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at just
$20/month. For more information,
call 1-844-954-4517

GET DISH SATELLITE TV + 

INTERNET!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-
Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call 
Today! 1-877-628-3143

YMT VACATIONS. Over 50 
guided tours available. Affordable, 
social and stress-free travel 
designed for mature travelers. Our 
tours include accommodations, 
transportation, baggage handling, 
sightseeing, entrance fees, a 
professional Tour Director and 
select meals. For a limited time 
SAVE $250 on all tours. Call YMT 
today. 1-833-906-2201

INSURANCE

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

REAL ESTATE

SERVICES

TRAVEL

MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE

HOME IMPROVEMENT

WEEK OF MAR. 15, 2026

THOUSANDS OF

PUBLIC NOTICES.

ONE CONVENIENT

WEBSITE.
Search thousands of public notices from each county 

in Mississippi — government proceedings, requests for 
bids, foreclosures, probates, and more — all in one 

convenient location online and absolutely free. 

MSPUBLICNOTICES.ORG

A free service of the Mississippi Press Association
and your local newspaper

Professional smart search subscriptions available

CALL US: 1-833-906-2201
*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov’t fees.  

 Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with 
transfers available for most major gateways.

Grand Alaskan Cruise & Tour

Historic Route 66 – 100th Anniversary

12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*

BASED ON JUL 8, 2026 DEPARTURE

16 DAYS STARTING AT $4,099 $3,849*

BASED ON APR 18, 2026 DEPARTURE

MUST BOOK BY 3/31

MUST BOOK BY 3/12

• Marvel at Alaska’s natural beauty in Denali National Park

• Visit Alaska’s the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center

• Cruise Glacier Bay and Wrangell St. Elias National Park

• Travel through the legendary Inside Passage

• Visit must-see sights like the historic starting point of Route 66 in 

Chicago, the famous Cadillac Ranch in Amarillo, and the “End of the 

Trail” sign in Santa Monica

• Explore natural wonders of the Grand Canyon, Petrified Forest 

National Park, and the Painted Desert

• Discover Seligman, known as the “historic birthplace of Route 66,” 

and visit the vibrant Hotel El Rancho in Gallup, where Golden Age 

movie stars once stayed

SAVE $250 ON ALL TOURS! 
MORE THAN 50 GUIDED TOURS AVAILABLE

TM
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�I tithe, pray 

for others and 

am active in 

church but 

why does it 

seem like no 

matter how 

hard I try, I still don�t seem 

to be making progress?� This 

was part of a conversation I 

had with a friend a number 

of years ago. She continued 

that she felt like she was stuck 

and spinning her wheels. I 

listened intently as my good 

friend shared her growing 

frustration with feeling like 

she was stuck.

�Girl, I felt the same way 

yesterday� was all I could 

muster when she fi nished talk-
ing. In fact, the previous night, 

I’d spent time in prayer shar-
ing similar thoughts, concerns 

to God. I didn�t have an answer 

that night about what to do and 

I didn�t have an answer for my 

friend. After listening to her 

for about 15 minutes share 

some of her more challeng-
ing moments, I felt like I was 

listening to a recording of the 

prayer I had prayed to God the 

night before.

�How could our lives be so 

diff erent and yet our prayer 
concerns be the exact same 

thing? I thought. In the past, 

I�d shared with her how I 

thought that maybe God was 

punishing me for something 

I�d done and hadn�t repented 

for. There had been many 

times that I apologized to God 

for things that I�d knowingly 

done that had hurt myself or 

others. I thought by doing so, 

whatever the �thing� that was 

keeping God from answering 

my prayers would be removed 

from my life.

But like my friend, after 

many days, nights, weeks, 

and years of praying the same 

prayer, I felt like nothing I was 

doing was working. Some-
times it just felt like God was 

not listening and if he was lis-

tening, he�d somehow chosen 

to not answer �that� prayer. 

There were other prayers that 

he�d answered but I was still 

waiting on �that� prayer to be 

answered.

Waiting on prayers to be 

answered sometimes seems 

like a spiritual battle. Many 

of us are taught that spiritual 

warfare happens when ac-
cidents, health crises and fi -
nancial problems come into 

our lives. It�s not just limited 

to those things�. I also think 

that spiritual warfare comes 

in things like waiting for a 

prayer to be answered.

�For our struggle is not 

against fl esh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the pow-
ers of this dark world and 

against the spiritual forces of 

evil in the heavenly realms,� 

says the familiar passage of 

Ephesians 6:12. We should 

recognize and

know that the battle will 

come and know who the bat-

tle is against. It�s not against 

people…but against the atti-
tudes, spiritual behaviors and 

strongholds that control their 

behavior. Yes, God is in con-
trol of everything but some-
times the behavior of others 

can impact our prayers being 

answered.

Ephesians 6:11 reminds us 

that we should be strong in 

the Lord and that we should 

put on his whole armor. It also 

reminds us to �stand� when 

we are in the battle. We can 

“stand” and put on God’s ar-
mor because it will protect us 

in our battles�even if that 

�battle� is waiting for a prayer 

to be answered

Shewanda Riley is a Fort 

Worth-based author of �Love 

Hangover: Moving from Pain 

to Purpose After a Relation-

ship Ends� and �Writing to 

the Beat of God�s Heart: A 

Book of Prayers for Writers.� 

Email her at preservedbypur-

pose@gmail.com or follow 

her on Twitter @shewanda
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P R E S E R V E D

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

“You come to church to wor-
ship. You leave church to serve,� 

said Rodney Goss, pastor of 

Morning Star Baptist Church 

in north Tulsa. “My job is to in-
form you so that you can make 

educated decisions and know 

what direction to walk in on 

your own.� 

“That was the greatest disap-
pointment of my life, and that 

was the beginning of my journey 

for happiness,� he said. 

That journey has taken him to 

the streets, jail, seminary, and, 

for the past 10 years, the pulpit. 

The 59-year-old serves as 
pastor of Morning Star Baptist 

Church in north Tulsa. Even 

though he�s older now, he says 

he’s still in the pursuit of happi-
ness. 

�I got seashells and pockets of 

gratifi cation, but that happiness 
is so fl eeting,” Goss told The Ea-
gle. �It wasn�t until I found the 

joy of God that I realized that 

I don�t have to be happy every 

day.� 

It took time for him to get 

there. Growing up in his neigh-
borhood, Goss remembers being 

diff erent. 
He said the other boys on his 

block idolized fl ashy drug deal-
ers and new cars, but he was 

more interested in books and 

school. 

In the fourth grade, he and 

his mom moved to the suburbs, 

where life was completely dif-
ferent. Goss walked along picket 

fences in Lawrence Township, 

where he met white people for 

the fi rst time and enjoyed Little 
League baseball. 

�I knew what dreaming looked 

like,” he said. “I knew what get-
ting good grades looked like. I 

knew what talking about college 

was like and having friends that 

didn�t look like me.� 

But it was short-lived as he 
eventually returned to his old 

stomping grounds. He got mixed 

up with drugs and crime, but, 

knowing more about life’s possi-
bilities, he turned himself in on 

Thanksgiving 1988. 

Goss said the judge told him 

�because of the sincereness of 

your heart” he would only sen-
tence him to six months in jail. 

�Everybody else was getting 25 

years,� he said. �I did 47 days.� 

During that short period, he 

found God on the inside and be-
gan using his words on the out-
side to help others dream bigger. 

That moment aff ects his min-
istry even to this day. Part of his 

time as a pastor is focused on 

helping kids expand their ho-
rizons beyond their day-to-day 
circumstances. 

Now he�s on a mission to 

connect faith with real life and 

equip his congregation with the 

spiritual resources they need to 

serve the community. 

“You come to church to wor-
ship. You leave church to serve,� 

he said. �My job is to inform you 

so that you can make educated 

decisions and know what direc-
tion to walk in on your own.� 

Through it all, he says, the 

most important lesson he�s 

learned is the diff erence be-
tween happiness and joy. 

“Happiness is a personal jour-
ney. Happiness always comes 

with a condition. But joy is my 

contentment with the world as it 

is,� Goss said. �I�m joyful when 

I love God for who he is and just 

loving him for who he is in spite 

of what he does. That�s the joy 

that the world didn�t give and the 

world can�t take away.� 

From the streets to 
Seminary, Morning 
Star Baptist Church 

Pastor traded 
happiness for joy 
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Accidents don�t wait for com-

pany. Accidents happen when 

you�re cooking dinner, climbing 

stairs, doing yard work or sim-

ply moving too fast on a busy 

day. And when you�re home 

alone, even a minor injury can 

feel overwhelming. But with 

calm thinking and a few essen-

tial fi rst aid steps, you can pro-
tect yourself, prevent complica-

tions and know when it�s time to 

call for help.

The American Red Cross em-

phasizes that fi rst aid is about 
providing immediate care until 

professional help arrives and 

that knowing the right steps can 

prevent an injury from becom-

ing lifethreatening. This article 

off ers a clear, stepbystep guide 
for handling injuries when 

you�re home alone, from cuts 

and burns to falls, sprains and 

more serious emergencies.

Start With the Basics: The 

First Three Steps of First Aid

The Red Cross teaches a 

simple, universal framework for 

any emergency: Check, Call, 

Care.

1. CHECK the scene and your 

condition

Before you move, pause and 

assess:

� Are you bleeding

� Are you dizzy

� Are you in a safe place

The Red Cross stresses 

checking for lifethreatening 

conditions such as severe bleed-

ing before doing anything else.

2. CALL for help if needed

If you suspect a serious in-

jury, heavy bleeding, broken 

bones, head trauma, chest pain 

or diffi  culty breathing, call 911 
immediately.

3. CARE for yourself until 

help arrives

This includes stopping bleed-

ing, immobilizing injuries, 

cooling burns or simply staying 

still to avoid worsening the in-

jury.

These three steps form the 

foundation for most situations.

Below are the most common 

injuries that occur at home and 

the medically recommended 

steps to take.

1. Cuts, Scrapes and Bleeding 

Wounds

Cuts are among the most fre-

quent home injuries. The Red 

Cross emphasizes that control-

ling bleeding is the top priority.

What to do:

� Wash your hands if possible 

to reduce infection risk.

� Rinse the wound gently un-

der cool water to remove dirt 

and debris.

� Apply direct pressure with a 

clean cloth or bandage.

� Keep pressure on the wound 

until bleeding stops.

� Apply antibiotic ointment 

and cover with a sterile ban-

dage.

When to call 911:
� Blood is spurting or soaking 

through bandages

� You cannot stop the bleed-

ing after 10�15 minutes

� The cut is deep or gaping

2. Burns

Burns happen quickly, from 

hot pans, boiling water, steam 

or electrical sources. Acting fast 

reduces tissue damage.

What to do:

� Cool the burn under cool 

running water for at least 10 

minutes.

� Do not apply ice directly, it 

can worsen the injury.

� Remove jewelry or tight 

clothing before swelling begins.

� Cover the burn with a clean, 

nonstick bandage.

When to call 911:
� Burns larger than your palm

� Burns on the face, hands, 

feet or groin

� Electrical or chemical burns

3. Sprains, Strains and Joint 

Injuries

Falls, missteps or sudden 

twists can injure muscles, liga-

ments or joints.

What to do:

Use the R.I.C.E. method:

� Rest the injured area

� Ice for 20 minutes at a time

� Compress with an elastic 

bandage

� Elevate above heart level

If you hear a pop, cannot bear 

weight or see swelling immedi-

ately, treat it as a possible frac-

ture.

4. Suspected Broken Bones

A fracture can occur from a 

fall, heavy object or sudden im-

pact.

What to do:

� Stay still and avoid moving 

the injured area.

� Use pillows, towels or cloth-

ing to immobilize the limb.

� Apply ice wrapped in cloth 

to reduce swelling.

• Call 911 if the bone is visibly 
deformed, you cannot move the 

limb or pain is severe.

The Red Cross stresses that 

immobilization prevents further 

damage until help arrives.

5. Head Injuries

Head injuries require caution, 

even if symptoms seem mild at 

fi rst.
What to do:

� Sit or lie down immediately.

� Apply a cold pack to reduce 

swelling.

� Avoid screens, bright lights 

or sudden movement.

Call 911 if you experience:
� Confusion

� Vomiting

� Severe headache

� Dizziness

� Trouble speaking

� Loss of consciousness

6. Nosebleeds

Nosebleeds can be alarming 

but are usually manageable.

What to do:

� Sit upright. Do not lean 

back.

� Pinch the soft part of your 

nose for 10 minutes.

� Breathe through your mouth.

� Apply a cold pack to the 

bridge of your nose.

Seek medical care if bleeding 

lasts more than 20 minutes.

7. Burns, Cuts and Bites From 

Animals or Insects

WebMD notes that minor 

bites and stings can be treated at 

home with cleaning, cold packs 

and antihistamines, but deeper 

bites require medical care.

Call 911 if:
� You are bitten by a wild ani-

mal

� The wound is deep

� You have trouble breathing 

after a sting

Some injuries require imme-

diate emergency care. If you�re 

alone and unable to move easily, 

follow these steps:

1. Call 911 fi rst
If you cannot reach your 

phone, try to slide it toward you 

with your foot or use voiceacti-

vated calling.

2. Unlock your door

If possible, unlock your front 

door so responders can enter 

quickly.

3. Stay still

Movement can worsen bleed-

ing, fractures or head injuries.

4. Control bleeding

Apply direct pressure with 

whatever is available. Use a 

towel, shirt or cloth.

5. Keep warm

Use a blanket or clothing to 

prevent shock.

The Red Cross emphasizes 

that staying calm and still is es-

sential in serious emergencies.

Building a Home FirstAid 

Kit: Your Best Defense When 

Alone

WebMD and other sources 

recommend keeping a well-

stocked fi rstaid kit at home to 
handle injuries quickly.

Essential items include:

� Sterile gauze and bandages

� Adhesive tape

� Antibiotic ointment

� Alcohol wipes

� Cold packs

� Elastic bandages

� Tweezers

� Scissors

� Gloves

� Pain relievers

• A fl ashlight
� Emergency phone numbers

Having supplies ready re-

duces panic and speeds up treat-

ment.

Preventing Injuries Before 

They Happen

Many home injuries are pre-

ventable. Simple steps include:

• Keeping fl oors clear of clut-
ter

� Using nonslip mats in bath-

rooms

� Wearing proper footwear

� Storing knives safely

� Using step stools instead of 

chairs

� Keeping walkways well lit

Being injured while home 

alone can be frightening, but 

you�re far from powerless. With 

calm thinking, basic fi rstaid 
knowledge and a few essential 

supplies, you can manage most 

injuries safely and confi dently.
The key steps are simple:

� Check the situation

� Call for help when needed

� Care for yourself until help 

arrives

Accidents happen, but prepa-

ration, awareness and quick ac-

tion can make all the diff erence.
You�re Not Alone, Even When 

You�re Home Alone. 

Ever take a trip to the grocery 

store and feel overwhelmed by 

all the choices available? Save 

time and money by opting for 

products already tested by other 

consumers. 

Product of the Year USA, the 

nation�s largest consumer-voted 

awards program dedicated to 

recognizing product innova-

tion, has announced the winners 

of the 2026 Product of the Year 

Awards. Winners were selected 

based on the opinions of 40,000 

American shoppers through 

an independent national study 

conducted by Kantar, a leading 

global research fi rm. 
So the next time you’re at the 

supermarket, be on the look-out 

for this year�s winners, which in-

clude the grocery store essentials 

listed below. You can easily fi nd 
these crowd-pleasing foods and 

beverages when shopping in-

store and online by simply look-

ing for Product of the Year�s red 

seal of approval. 

Breakfast: Eggo Protein Waf-

fl es and Pancakes 
Eggo Protein Waffl  es are 

crispy on the outside and fl uff y 
on the inside, while Eggo Protein 

Pancakes are golden, fl uff y and 
delicious. Both come in multiple 

fl avors and off er a wholesome, 
tasty way to fuel mornings with 

20% of the recommended daily 

value of protein in every serving. 

Granola: ALDI-Exclusive 
Simply Nature Granola Bites 

Available in Strawberry or 

Chocolate Chip, these bites are 

great for breakfast, a midday 

boost, or a convenient on-the-go 

treat. With low calories, non-

GMO ingredients, and gluten-

free certifi cation, they provide a 
healthy and satisfying option to 

enjoy anytime. 

Healthy Beverage: Clearly Ca-

nadian Originals  

The original fl avored spar-
kling water has launched a new 

Sunset Orange fl avor bursting 
with fresh clementine and zesty 

citrus notes, with a touch of 

sweetness and a crisp refreshing 

fi nish. Crafted with pure Cana-
dian spring water with naturally 

occurring hydrating minerals, 

its naturally big fl avor relies on 
simple ingredients. 

Hydration: Jumex Hydrolit 
+Advance 

This high-performance hy-

dration drink is designed to fuel 

your body and mind, delivering 

fi ve essential ions for optimal 
electrolyte balance, natural caf-

feine for sustained energy, and 

choline to boost focus and men-

tal clarity. Whether you�re train-

ing, recovering, or on the go, Hy-

drolit +Advance goes beyond the 

basics to keep you performing at 

your peak. 

Kitchen Essentials: Reynolds 

Kitchens Parchment Cooking 

Bags 

Parchment Cooking Bags off er 
an innovative way to prepare fl a-
vorful meals in just three steps. 

Place the bag on a sheet pan and 

fi ll with your ingredients, fold 
it closed, and bake. The parch-

ment bags lock in moisture and 

fl avor, making it easy to create 
delicious, family-sized meals 

with minimal cleanup. Perfect 

for busy weeknights, they bring 

ease, taste and satisfaction to 

your kitchen. 

Meal Ingredient: Knorr Flavor 

Bases 

Knorr Premium Flavor Base is 

your secret to rich, authentic taste 

in every dish. Crafted by profes-

sional chefs with real, quality in-

gredients, each jar makes up to 

52 cups of fl avorful stock perfect 
for soups, marinades and roasted 

vegetables. 

Plant Based: Organic Valley 

Oat Beverage 

This new plant-based bever-

age blends ethically sourced, 

sustainably grown organic oats, 

water, and salt with organic 

MCT oil-rich texture and frothi-
ness. Free from gums and seed 

oils, it�s also non-dairy and 

lactose-free�perfect for lattes, 

smoothies, baking and more! 

Protein Snack: Tyson Chicken 

Bites Cups 

Delivering 35 grams of protein 

per serving, these chicken bites 

can be enjoyed as an appetizer or 

snack with your favorite dips. 

Rice: Ben�s Original Single-

Serve Rice Cups 

These convenient single-serv-

ing rice cups off er a quick, easy 
way to enjoy perfect rice in the 

perfect size for on-the-go meals, 

a quick snack or a convenient 

side for busy days and contain no 

artifi cial fl avors or colors from 
artifi cial sources. 

Spreadable Cheese: Rondelé 

by Président  

Blending milk, cream, garlic 

and savory herbs into a whipped, 

creamy spread, this cheese deliv-

ers rich, comforting fl avor to el-
evate everyday snacking, simple 

meals and casual entertaining. 

Made with no stabilizers, it of-

fers quick convenience and ver-

satility for busy lifestyles. 

Additional winners include: 

Cheese: Organic Valley Origi-

nal American Cheese Block 

Frozen Dessert: Kinder Fro-

zen Dessert 

Frozen Entree: Butterball 

Cook from Frozen Premium 

Whole Turkey 

Health & Wellness: ALDI-Ex-
clusive Elevation Ultra Filtered 

Milkshakes 

Wine: Elliot Cooper Chardon-

nay 

Zero Sugar Beverage: Clearly 

Canadian Zero Sugar 

For more information and the 

complete list of this year�s win-

ners, visit productoftheyearusa.

com. 

By relying on the recommen-

dations of thousands of consum-

ers, you can load your grocery 

cart with the self-assurance of a 

savvy shopper. 

When a child is born or se-

rious illness strikes, workers 

need time off , but for millions 
of Americans, it�s not that sim-

ple. 

The United States is one of 

the only developed countries 

in the world that does not guar-

antee paid family and medical 

leave (PFML), and currently, 

just 13 states and Washington, 

D.C. do, covering just a quarter 

of private-sector workers and 

a third of people who work for 

state and local governments. 

While advocates say that it�s 

time for that to change, they 

are celebrating recent progress 

made in certain states. 

In particular, Tennessee re-

cently expanded on its previ-
ous six-week paid family leave 
policy to include workers car-

ing for family members at the 

end of their lives, becoming the 

fi rst southern state to expand its 
paid family leave policy beyond 

parental leave. In Mississippi, 

a new law grants state govern-

ment employees up to six weeks 
of paid parental leave and in Al-

abama, recently passed legisla-

tion provides up to eight weeks 

of paid leave for state employ-

ees and K-12 educators. 

�Paid leave is good for fami-

lies, workplaces and commu-

nities,� says Robyn Hyden, 

executive director of Alabama 
Arise. “Not only is this ex-
panded leave policy helping 

ensure more Alabama parents 

can be healthy and provide the 

care and stability infants, tod-

dlers and their families need 

to thrive, it provides the added 

benefi t of enabling the state to 
better recruit and retain teach-

ers and state employees.� 

While these advances are 

noteworthy, they are limited, 

and there is still much work to 

be done, say experts at A Bet-
ter Balance, a national nonprofi t 
legal advocacy organization 

dedicated to promoting justice 

in the workplace. 

�Paid family and medical 

leave supports lasting fi nancial 
security for everyone, includ-

ing those in low-wage and hour-

ly jobs, and addresses the needs 

of communities that have long 

been under-served and under-

protected,� says Jared Make, 

vice president of A Better Bal-

ance. �Our goal is to ensure that 

all workers can care for them-

selves and the people they love 

without worrying about how to 

pay the bills.� 

To learn more about PFML 

policies and progress, visit 

https://ncit.org/. 

“The expansion of leave 
policies being made by state 

governments is encouraging. 

We will continue our eff orts 
until every worker, regardless 

of where they live or who they 

work for, has access to paid 

family and medical leave,� says 

Lori Fresina of the National 

Collaborative for Infants & 

Toddlers. 

HEALTH

How to navigate the grocery 
store without decision fatigue 

Expanded state leave 
policies help families 
thrive, say advocates 

Home Alone: A practical First Aid 
Guide for most household accidents 

By Vince Faust MA
Health Educator and Motivational Writer 
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Mississippi Valley State Uni-

versity (MVSU) junior Terrell 

Booker is preparing to return to 

global consulting fi rm Booz Al-
len Hamilton after completing a 
successful summer internship in 
2025 that has already opened the 
door to a future full-time career 
opportunity. 

Booker, a computer science 
major at MVSU, has been invited 
to return for a second internship 
with the company in summer 2026 
and has also received a pathway to 
full-time employment following 
the completion of his Bachelor of 
Science degree in 2027. 

The hybrid internship allowed 
Booker to periodically travel to 
Washington, D.C., for week-long 
training sessions with other in-
terns. The experience off ered 
valuable professional development 
and exposure to the cybersecurity 
industry. 

“When I arrived, I noticed there 
were very few people who looked 
like me,” Booker said. “It was a lit-
tle discouraging at fi rst, but it also 
motivated me to stay focused and 
prepared for whatever challenges 
came my way.” 

Throughout the internship, 
Booker relied on advice from pro-
fessors and mentors at MVSU. 
One piece of guidance he carried 
with him was the importance of 
maintaining professionalism in the 
workplace. 

“On the fi rst day, I wore a full 
suit,” Booker recalled. “When I 
looked around, everyone else was 
wearing khakis and polo shirts. 
My supervisors later told me it 
wasn’t necessary, but I wanted to 
present myself as professionally as 
possible.” 

As the program continued, 
Booker learned to balance profes-
sional presentation with the com-
pany’s more relaxed dress culture 
while still maintaining a polished 
appearance during meetings and 
project presentations. 

During the internship, Booker 
participated in several cyberse-
curity rotations, gaining hands-
on experience in areas including 
cyber threat intelligence, incident 
response, operational technology, 
artifi cial intelligence and cyber 
risk assessment. 

Each rotation introduced new 
technical challenges and opportu-
nities for collaboration with super-
visors and fellow interns. 

Interns were evaluated every 
two weeks on a fi ve-point perfor-
mance scale. Booker said the feed-
back process became an important 
part of his growth. 

“We received report cards every 
two weeks,” Booker said. “I was 
getting scores of three or four, and 
I thought I was performing at a 
fi ve. So, I asked what I needed to 
do to improve. They told me I was 
the fi rst person to ask that ques-
tion.” 

Seeking constructive feedback 
helped Booker refi ne several pro-
fessional skills, particularly in 
public speaking and presentation 
pacing. The experience also rein-
forced the importance of commu-

nication and interpersonal skills 
alongside technical expertise. 

Toward the end of the intern-
ship, Booker experienced a mem-
orable moment that affi  rmed the 
work he had put into the program. 

During a team dinner, Booker 
arrived slightly behind schedule 
and was surprised when the room 
erupted in a toast celebrating in-
terns who had received return in-
ternship off ers or future job oppor-
tunities. Among them was Booker. 

“When I sat down, they imme-
diately congratulated me on my 
return off er,” he said. “I had no 
idea it was coming. I was honestly 
overwhelmed with emotion.” 

The moment served as valida-
tion for the eff ort and determina-
tion he brought to the internship. 

Initially, Booker said he planned 
to pursue a career as a site analyst. 

However, his internship experi-
ence expanded his perspective, 
and he now hopes to work in a role 
that supports long-term profes-
sional growth and opportunities 
to move across diff erent areas of 
cybersecurity. 

Now entering his third year at 
MVSU, Booker continues to ex-
pand his leadership involvement 
on campus. He currently serves 
as Mr. Junior for the 2025–2026 
academic year and is a member of 
the Beta Theta Chapter of Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., where he 
serves as vice president. 

Booker credits his fraternity 
brothers with helping him main-
tain motivation, accountabil-
ity and balance during his col-
lege journey. He also points to his 
mother, Tameka Booker, as one of 
his greatest sources of encourage-
ment. 

“She was always just a phone 
call or text away,” Booker said. 
“Her encouragement helped me 
through the diffi  cult moments.” 

Looking ahead, Booker hopes 
his experience will help demon-
strate the value of recruiting talent 
from historically Black colleges 
and universities and inspire other 
students to pursue opportunities 
beyond campus. 

“Nothing in life is easy,” Booker 
said. “Apply for every opportuni-
ty, no matter how big or small. Use 
your networks — alumni, friends, 
professors and family — because 
you never know who might con-
nect you to the right opportunity.” 

As he prepares to return to Booz 
Allen Hamilton next summer, 
Booker said he remains focused 
on continuing his growth while 
representing Mississippi Valley 

State University. 

“With God fi rst,” Booker said, 
“I’m ready for whatever comes 
next.” 

Jackson State University 

(JSU) is pleased to announce 
that David Atkins, college suc-
cess advisor for the College 
of Health Sciences (COHS), 
was selected to participate in 
the 2026 Advising Success 
Network (ASN) Holistic Ad-
vising Fellows & Ambassa-
dors Program. Atkins joins a 
national cohort of advising and 
student success professionals 
geared towards advancing eq-
uity-centered, holistic advising 
across higher education.

“Being selected for the 2026 
Advising Success Network 
Holistic Advising Fellows & 
Ambassador Program is both 
an honor and a privilege,” said 
Atkins. “I am excited to col-
laborate with an international 
network of professionals dedi-
cated to advancing holistic ad-
vising and empowering mean-
ingful student success.” 

Atkins is an academic ad-

vising and education profes-
sional of over 25 years and has 
a strong foundation in technol-
ogy education and data analyt-
ics. He credits that as part of 
his success as an advisor for 
COHS. The Jackson, MS na-
tive holds a bachelor’s in com-
puter science and master’s in 
technology education.

Formed in 2018, ASN is a 
network of academic-focused 
organizations with the goal of 
advancing educational change 
and supporting students in 
improving their futures. Their 
mission is to build cultures 
of care that support students 
in achieving their personal, 
academic and career goals by 

bringing them together with 
faculty, advisors and other stu-
dent staff . 

Atkins views the ambassa-
dor program as an opportunity 
to continue developing more 
inclusive, technology-focused 
and proactive advising prac-
tices at JSU by learning new 

ways to assist scholars. 
“Through this program, I 

hope to gain deeper insight 
into innovative and holistic 
advising practices that meet 
JSU students at their current 
levels while empowering them 
to progress toward higher lev-
els of academic, personal and 
professional success,” he said. 

Between February and June 
2026, Atkins and members of 
the advising fellows and am-
bassadors program will meet 
monthly to engage in extensive 
coaching and work on collab-
orative capstone projects that 
address emerging challenges 
in advising and student suc-
cess. 

Hinds Community College 
will expand Vicksburg Warren 
School District (VWSD) stu-
dent access to career-technical 
programs to shorten the time it 
takes high schoolers to earn the 
credentials needed to start their 
careers.

Beginning fall 2026, VWSD 
high school seniors chosen 
for Pathways to Advancement 
Through Hinds, or P.A.T.H., 
will complete their high school 
diploma while enrolled full-time 
as Hinds CC students studying 
applied science or skilled trades. 
It is the fi rst such dual-enroll-
ment program in Mississippi.

“These high school seniors 
will have the potential to begin 
their skills training earlier, thus 
being workforce-ready early,” 
said Jason Webb, Hinds Dean of 
Career and Technical Education 
– Construction and Manufac-
turing. “They have the potential 
to earn their high school diplo-
ma and a two-semester career 
certifi cate. At the same time, 
these students can go on to earn 
a technical certifi cate over the 
summer and then spend an ad-
ditional semester earning their 
associate degree.”

Hinds President Dr. Stephen 
Vacik said the college found 
that high school students taking 
vocational classes were not pur-

suing skilled trades after gradu-
ation. He saw an opportunity 

to do things diff erently, espe-
cially with the region’s burgeon-
ing economic and workforce 
growth.

“I said, ‘Let’s start again and 
see what we can do.’ We are not 
just trying to fi ll jobs. Today 
we’re really trying to think about 
where we want to be in 10 or 15 
years,” Dr. Vacik said. “We are 
helping to grow a competitive 
economy. I’m very excited for 
our kids and this community is 
going to set an example for oth-
ers around the state. We want to 
move Mississippi forward.”

Amazon Web Services has 
plans to build a $3 billion data 
center campus in Warren Coun-
ty, the tech giant’s second data 
center buildout in the state. The 
project is expected to create at 
least 200 full-time jobs and sup-
port about 300 additional posi-
tions in the region, according 
to Amazon and state offi  cials. 
Construction is slated to begin 
this year.

In Vicksburg, Entergy Mis-

sissippi in October broke ground 
on the development of a billion-
plus dollar 754-megawatt com-
bined-cycle combustion-turbine 
plant planned at the former Bax-
ter Wilson Steam Electric Sta-
tion site. The project is expected 
to generate more than 560 con-
struction jobs.

Hinds and VWSD will edu-
cate many of the skilled workers 
needed for the projects.

Webb said about 80 percent of 
Mississippi high schoolers have 
two or fewer credits left to com-
plete during senior year. Many 
of these students already know 
they want to be an electrician, 
a plumber, a welder, an HVAC 
technician or a mechanic – in-
demand, high paying careers. 
P.A.T.H. will allow them to be-
gin their training and enter the 
workforce earlier than in the 
past.

P.A.T.H. transitions the exist-
ing vocational training model 
into a more intensive, postsec-
ondary-focused pathway for 

high school seniors. Selected 
seniors will participate in half-
day or full-day classes at Hinds’ 
Vicksburg-Warren Campus, 
following a structured cohort 
model with dedicated advising.

VWSD Superintendent Dr. 
Toriano “Tori” Holloway, who 
is a Hinds CC trustee, said 
he had a vision similar to Dr. 
Vacik’s. The pair had scheduled 
a meeting and, ironically, both 
wanted to discuss expansion of 
the existing vo-tech program to 
become career-technical with 
credentials to be awarded.

“This district has always been 
about helping kids with their 
ambitions and helping them 
meet opportunity. We want 
to continue to do that because 
it’s more than just about what 
we teach them, it is also about 
what they become,” Dr. Hollo-
way said. “Conjugating verbs is 
important but if you can go and 
pick up a torch and get to weld-
ing and make real money and 
then fi nd a way out of poverty, 
well, that’s what we should be 
doing. We look forward to ex-
panding these opportunities. We 
look forward to our kids leaving 
us and making some money and 
being taxpayers.”

P.A.T.H. is open to 12th-grade 
students and will require an ap-
plication, interview process and 
meeting specifi c academic, at-
tendance and behavioral stan-
dards.

Nissan believes in 

the power of education.

Celebrating 

20 years of service 

in the Greater 

Jackson Area.
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MVSU Computer Science student 
earns return internship and job 

pathway with Booz Allen Hamilton

Jackson State University�s David 
Atkins joins national cohort of 
student success professionals 

Hinds CC, VWSC launch fi rst-of-
its-kind skilled trades program

EDUCATION

David Atkins, college success advisor for the College of Health 

Sciences (COHS), was selected to participate in the 2026 Advising 

Success Network (ASN) Holistic Advising Fellows & Ambassadors 

Program. CHARLES SMITH/JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY

Booker

By Jatavian Walker
Jackson State University

By Karin Meadows
Hinds Community College 

By LaTunya Evans
Communications Specialist



Your Mom and Grandma are 

really pretty smart.

They know stuff , and they’re 
happy to teach you about it. 

You’ve learned a lot from them 
and you want to learn more, 
so read these books and see 

what the lives of other women 
and girls can teach you during 

Women’s History Month...
Alice Johnson was a girl 

built for speed. She loved to 
read, yes, but she also loved to 
fl y with her Daddy in his Swal-
low biplane. So when she saw a 

newspaper article about a race 

in a soap box car � a race that 

was supposedly “only for boys” 
- well, as you’ll see in “Mys-
tery Driver: The Story of Alice 
Johnson and the First Soap Box 
Derby” by Elizabeth Tracy, il-
lustrated by Anna Aronson 

(MIT Kids Press, $18.99), Al-
ice was pretty hyped!

This is a story of equality, 
but also perseverance and in-
genuity; kids will also learn 

about life nearly a century ago, 
including what it was like to 

be a Depression-Era kid with 
dreams. Four-to-six-year-old 

girls and boys who crave a 
heart-pounding tale will love 
this one.

Here’s another story about 
a girl who did something big: 
“From the Fields to the Fight” 
by Angela Quezada Padrom, 
illustrated by Sol Salinas (Ath-
eneum, $19.99) is the story of 
Jessica Govea Thorbourne, 
who rose before the sun and 
joined her family in the fi elds 
every morning, to pick crops. 
She was just four years old, 
but she knew that her parents 

were having a hard time with 
the work, the pesticides, long 

hours, no bathrooms, little 
food, and low wages. Other 
families in her farm worker’s 
community were struggling, 
too, but what could one little 
girl do about it? The answer 

will thrill the 5-to-7-year-old 
who cares about others or who 

wants to do good in their com-
munity. Out March 24.

And fi nally, the 7-to-12-year-
old who wants to be amazed by 
a little British history will en-
joy “The Six Queens of Henry 
VIII” by Honor Cargill-Martin, 
illustrated by Jaimee Andrews

(Sourcebooks Explore, 

$16.99). It’s a graphic-novel-
type book that takes young 

readers through the lives and 
times of the many wives of 
King Henry VIII, focusing on 
each woman in turn. This in-
cludes their educations, their 
dowries (if any), allies they 
may have had, things they liked 
to do that might have caught 
the king’s eye, and other tiny 
details that don’t often get 
mentioned in other, more com-
prehensive biographies about 
those six women. Kids who 

get to read this book will get a 

sense of what life was like for 

women in the sixteenth cen-
tury, and why each of Henry’s 
wives’ lives ended as they did.

If these books don’t quite 
fi t what your child might like 
to know about soap box der-
bies, activism, migrants, kings, 
queens, and women through-
out history, then head for your 
favorite library or bookstore. 
There, you’ll fi nd a staff  will-
ing to fi gure out what your 
child wants, and then they’ll 
help put the exact right book in 

their hands. They can make any 

month into Women’s History 
Month.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
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WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON�S SOUL, 

RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN 

SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE 

VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC 

ADULTS WANT TO HEAR! 

Paid for by friends of Zack Wallace

BOOK REVIEW:

BOOKS FOR WOMEN�S BOOKS FOR WOMEN�S 
HISTORY MONTHHISTORY MONTH
BY VARIOUS AUTHORS
C.2026, VARIOUS PUBLISHERS
$16.99 - $19.99  �  VARIOUS PAGE COUNTS

Paid for by friends of Zack Wallace








