
In moments of uncertainty, 
comedy and satire help com-
munities process fear, challenge 
power, and fi nd connection. Hu-
mor is deeply empowering. It 
gives us agency in the face of 
anxiety and lets us confront and 
even laugh at our worst fears. 

That power is precisely why 
comedians so often become tar-
gets of political backlash, and 
why restrictions on satire are 
common in authoritarian so-

cieties. But how and why does 
humor shape the way we un-
derstand politics, culture, and 
ourselves when the news feels 
overwhelming? 

On Friday, March 6, 2026, 
American Community Me-
dia’s Pilar Marrero moderated 
a lively conversation with three 
prominent comedians, actors 
and cultural voices who use 
humor to interpret and respond 
to turbulent times. Over sixty 
media outlets from around the 

world joined the Zoom call.  
Herbert C. Siguenza, artist-

in-residence at San Diego State 
University Arts Alive, and a 
founding member of the legend-
ary Latino performance troupe, 
Culture Clash, was fi rst to re-
spond to the question - What 
role does humor play in helping 
people process uncertainty or 
fear? “This is what we do every 
day, use comedy as a salve, as 
an antibiotic against the sad-
ness in the world. Humor is 

always a part of our culture. In 
fact, I’m going to a funeral right 
now, and there will always be 
although it’s sad, there will al-
ways be somebody who comes 
up to the altar and says some-
thing funny…there’s two types 
of people. Either they come up 
sad or they come up with a joke 
to break the ice. And everyone 
needs that, right, as a release. 
You’re sad, but you need to 

Leading up to the capstone 
event of the 61st Bridge Crossing 
Jubilee weekend, there had been 
four days packed with solemn re-
membrances, prayer, education, 
training, singing, mock-trials, 
roundtables, and various-themed 
summits. The full schedule can 
be viewed at https://www.sel-
majubilee.com. There had also 
been two incidents of shootings 
downtown, on Friday and Satur-
day evenings, that left six people 
injured. No suspects have been 
identifi ed and no motive deter-
mined, as Selma Police contin-
ue to investigate, according to 
WSFA Chanel 12. 

Severe storms had threatened 
Selma at the start of the long 
weekend, but sunshine broke 
through the overcast skies as 
the customary speeches began 
at the foot of the Edmund Pet-
tus Bridge shortly after Noon 

on Sunday. Lifelong activist and 
Global Digital Transformation 
Director for the National News-
paper Publishers Association 
(NNPA), commonly known as 
The Black Press, Reverend Mark 
A. Thompson served as emcee 
this year. With each year there 
are losses, and this anniversary 
did not include lifelong Civil 
Rights activist and Selma native 
Joanne Blackmon Bland, Civil 
Rights Movement leader Ber-
nard Lafayette who passed just 
three days earlier, Civil Rights 
pioneer Claudette Colvin – who 
nine months prior to the more 
publicized Rosa Parks incident - 
refused to give up her seat on a 
Montgomery bus, and the world-
renown Reverend Jesse Louis 
Jackson, Sr.  

The unmistakable theme cre-
ated by this year’s speakers 
was courage rising above fear. 

The list includes Reverend Al 
Sharpton; Martin Luther King 
III; Yusef D. Jackson, who now 
leads the Rainbow PUSH Coali-
tion and had buried his father the 
day before; DeMark Liggins, 
President/CEO of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer-
ence (SCLC); South Carolina’s 
6th District Congressman James 
Clyburn; Alabama’s 7th District 
Congresswoman Terri Sewell; 
New York’s 9th District Con-
gresswoman Yvette Clarke; Mel-
anie Campbell, President/CEO 
and Convener of Black Women’s 
Roundtable; Illinois Governor 
J.B. Pritzker; Executive Director 
of the Selma Center for Nonvio-
lence, Truth, and Reconciliation 
Anika Jackson; Minnesota At-
torney General Keith Ellison; Il-
linois Attorney General Kwame 
Raoul; New York Attorney Gen-
eral Letitia James; Washington 
State Attorney General Nick 
Brown; Black Voters Matter 

founder LaTosha Brown; Nari-
onal Farm Workers Association 
founder Delores Huerta; Former 
Assistant Attorney General for 
Civil Rights Kristen Clarke; and 
Former Transportation Secretary 
Pete Buttigieg. 

Selma Mayor Johnny “Skip” 
Moss, III, welcomed the masses 
to Selma, shared a message of 
truly changing the culture in Sel-
ma, and read parts of a Procla-
mation to Reverend Jesse Louis 
Jackson, Sr. and designating 
March 8, 2026, as “Jesse Jack-
son Day in Selma.” 

Various sources claim no one 
was beaten to death by Alabama 
State Troopers on the Edmund 
Pettus Bridge on March 7, 1965. 
Who says that?  Jimmie Lee 
Jackson was shot twice by an 
Alabama State Trooper on Feb-
ruary 18, 1965, and died as a 
result eight days later. His death 

Dr. Elayne Hayes Anthony 
was born on August 3, 1952, 
in Jackson, Mississippi, the 
youngest child of Johnny and 
Texanne Hayes who proceed-
ed her in death. In raising their 
children, the Hayes family in-
stilled the importance of edu-
cation, hard work, discipline, 
and commitment. Equally 
important to the family was 
a strong spiritual foundation. 
Dr. Anthony and her sibling 
were raised in Faith Presbyte-
rian Church in Jackson, where 
faith and service were cen-
tral values that helped shape 
her life. She is a graduate of 
Jim Hill High School Class of 
1969. In 1983 she married Ed-
die Anthony (Tony), and their 
union was blessed with one 
child.  

Dr. Hayes Anthony attend-
ed Jackson State University 

and graduated with a major 
in Speech Communications 
with emphasis on Broadcast-
ing. Dr. Hayes Anthony did 
her practice teaching at Mur-
rah High School. Hayes-An-
thony’s career in media began 
with a historic milestone. She 
holds the distinction of being 
the fi rst African American 
intern at WJTV-12, the CBS 
affi  liate in Jackson. Recog-
nizing her knowledge, pro-
fessionalism, and on-air pres-
ence, the station soon off ered 
her a full-time position. She 
went on to serve as an anchor, 
producer, and reporter, gain-
ing valuable experience both 
behind the scenes and in front 
of the camera. 

 Her collegiate experience 
was marked by academic 

Mississippi voters deliv-
ered decisive results in the 
Democratic primaries, Tues-
day, March 10, signaling both 
strong support for experi-
enced leadership and enthu-
siasm for new voices heading 
into the November general 
election.

In Mississippi’s 2nd Con-
gressional District, long-
time Congressman Bennie 
Thompson won renomination 
overwhelmingly, earning 
another opportunity to rep-
resent the district in Wash-
ington. Thompson, who has 
served in Congress since 
1993, has long been regard-
ed as one of the state’s most 
stable and consistent voices 
for working families, rural 
communities, and African 
Americans.

Voters made it clear that 
experience matters. Thomp-
son’s steady leadership, deep 

knowledge of federal policy, 
and ability to deliver for Mis-
sissippi communities helped 
him secure a commanding 
victory in the primary. As the 
general election approaches, 
he will face a Republican 
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61st Anniversary of Selma’s Bloody 
Sunday comes in more dark times

Thousands gather on the Edmund Pettus Bridge with Voting Rights again hanging in the balance

Original Foot Soldier Frances 
Johnson.

Gwen Baxter and Doris Johnson from Philly, PA. Nashville, 
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Jennifer Edwards with son Eli Edwards and 
his best friend Cason Stirbens. 

 By Christopher Young
Contributing Writer

 By Othor Cain
Contributing Writer

Sh
ar

e 
th

is
 is

su
e 

w
it

h 
a 

fr
ie

nd
 b

y 
m

ai
lin

g 
it

 to
:

In
si

de

Page 2

Shut Up 
and Read

Dr. Lou Alice Smith
A celebration of Life

Page 14

Thompson

Election Results: 
Mississippi voters show 
confi dence in experience 

and new leadership
What makes us laugh in dark times–

humor as an antidote to fear 
In partnership with American Community Media – National Briefi ng Series 

Herbert Siguenza. PHOTO: WWW.SDSU.EDU
Emil Amok Guillermo. 
PHOTO: WWW.LINKEDIN.COM

Samson Koletkar. 
PHOTO: WWW.CANVASREBEL.COM. 

 By Christopher Young
Contributing Writer

COMMENTARY

“As we mourn the passing of Dr. Elayne Hayes-Anthony, we remember her 
career as she remained deeply committed to the success of our students and 
to the advancement of journalism and media education at Jackson State.” 

- Interim President Denise Jones-Gregory, Ph.D.

In loving memory of 
Dr. Elayne Hayes-Anthony

August 3, 1952 – March 5, 2026



“Cast thy burden upon the 
Lord, and he shall sustain thee: 
he shall never suff er the righ-
teous to be moved.”  Psalm 55:22 

Dr. Lou Alice Smith, a devoted 
educator, woman of faith, and 
beloved matriarch, peacefully 
transitioned to be with her Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ, March 
5, 2026. Her life was a beautiful 
testament to faith, scholarship, 

grace, and service. 
Dr. Smith was born June 15, 

1944, in Crystal Springs, Mis-
sissippi, to the late Rev. D.D. 
Smith and late Pinkie Powell 
Smith Amos. She grew up as 
the oldest daughter in a family 
where faith, discipline, and love 
formed the foundation of her up-
bringing. From an early age, Lou 
Alice demonstrated both a deep 

spiritual grounding and a natural 
love for music and learning. She 
faithfully served in the church, 
where she played the piano and 
sang, sharing her gifts in various 
congregations throughout her 
life. Even in her later years, she 
continued to serve when called 
upon. At her death, she was pia-
nist at Koinoina Baptist Church 
in Jackson, Mississippi. 

Education was both her pas-
sion and her calling. Dr. Smith 
graduated from Holtzclaw High 
School in Crystal Springs before 
continuing her academic journey 
at Jackson State College (now 
Jackson State University), where 
she earned both her bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in English. 
Gifted with a remarkable com-
mand of language and literature, 
she dedicated her professional 
life to shaping young minds 
through education. 

Dr. Smith began her teaching 
career at Reuben Junior High 
School in Bolton, Mississippi. 
She later taught at Enochs Junior 
High School in Jackson Public 
Schools where she taught Eng-
lish with dedication and excel-
lence. She continued her career 
at Wingfi eld High School in 

Jackson, Mississippi, where she 
taught both English and French, 
inspiring generations of students 
to appreciate language, literature, 
and the power of expression. Her 
classroom was known not only 
as a place of learning but also as 
a place where students were en-
couraged to believe in their po-
tential. 

 On a beautiful day in 1965 
in Crystal Springs, Missis-
sippi, Lou Alice married the 
love of her life, Royce Mervin 
Smith. Their union was one of 
devotion, partnership, and faith, 
and together they built a lov-
ing family centered on God and 
education. From this union came 
two sons: Royce Smith, Jr., a cel-
ebrated educator in Jackson Pub-
lic Schools, and Robert Shuler 
Smith, an accomplished attor-
ney who preceded his mother in 
death in 2021. 

Lou Alice and Royce followed 
their deep calling in ministry 
and scholarship and their com-
mitment to lifelong learning and 
spiritual growth. As they shared 
their joint dedication to faith and 
study, they devoted their lives to 
Christian service. She earned her 
doctorate in Religious Educa-

tion, and he earned his doctorate 
in theology. 

Those who knew Lou Alice 
knew she possessed a radiant 
sense of style and grace. She took 
pride in presenting herself with 
elegance and confi dence, always 
beautifully dressed from head to 
toe. Perfectly applied makeup, 
beautifully manicured nails, styl-
ish clothing, sparkling jewelry, 
and a fl awless hairstyle were all 
part of her signature presence. 
Family and friends lovingly re-
ferred to her as “Pretty Alice,” a 
nickname that captured both her 
outward beauty and the dignifi ed 
spirit she carried. 

Yet beyond her elegance, it was 
her faith, intellect, and love for 
people that truly defi ned her. As 
an educator, she touched count-
less lives. As a woman of God, 
she served faithfully. As a daugh-
ter, wife, mother, grandmother, 
sister, and aunt, she loved deeply 
and wholeheartedly. 

Dr. Lou Alice Smith now joins 
the heavenly chorus, reunited 
with those who preceded her 
in death: her father, Rev. D.D. 
Smith; her mother, Pinkie Smith 
Amos; and her beloved son, 
Robert Shuler Smith. 

She leaves to cherish her 
devoted husband, Dr. Royce 
Mervin Smith, Jackson, MS; 
her loving son, Royce (Lynda) 
Smith, Pearl, MS; her cher-
ished grandchildren, Royce L.T. 
Smith, Pearl, MS, Raphael Shul-
er Smith, Hawthorne, NJ, Jada 
Smith, Temple Hills, MD, Chani-
ta Hicks, Jackson, MS; siblings, 
Dr. Ruthie Stevenson, Clinton, 
MS, Ida Holloway, Jackson, MS, 
Napoleon (Linda ) Smith, Bran-
don, MS, Francine (Matthew) 
Thomas, Jackson, MS, Annie 
Marie Smith, Jackson, MS, Lynn 
Patrice (Leon) Seals, Clinton, 
MS; her aunts and uncles; and a 
host of loving nieces, nephews, 
relatives, former students, church 
members, and dear friends whose 
lives were enriched by her wis-
dom, beauty, and grace.  

Her legacy lives on in the lives 
she taught, the faith she lived, 
and the elegance with which she 
carried herself. 

Public visitation will be held 
Thursday, March 12 from 5:00 
PM – 7:00 PM at Westhaven Me-
morial Funeral Home, Inc., 3580 
Robinson Rd., Jackson, MS. A 
private family graveside service 
will be held on Friday. 
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Women for Progress of MS, 
Inc., in partnership with the Two 
Mississippi Museums, will host 
the city’s annual Kwanzaa Cel-
ebration at the Two Museums,  
Friday, December 26, 2025, at 
5:30 p.m. 

The event is free and open to 
the public and will bring togeth-
er local communities to honor 
African American heritage and 
the principles.  

Jackson Mayor John Horhn 
will serve as the 2025 Kwan-

zaa Griot. Griots are guides for 
Kwanzaa, and their roles are root-
ed in respect for them as commu-
nity storytellers, historians, and 
cultural keepers who preserve 
and share heritage through spo-
ken word and music. 

“For more than four decades, 
Kwanzaa has been a cornerstone 
of our work,” said Willie Jones, 
President of Women for Progress 
of MS, Inc. “Partnering with the 
Two Mississippi Museums al-
lows us to celebrate culture in a 
space that honors our past and 

strengthens our future through 
community connection.” 

The program will also hon-
or Dr. Mark G. Henderson, 
founder of MADDRAMA, 
a nationally recognized cre-
ative troupe founded at Jackson 
State University and is known 
for its powerful use of artistic 
expression to educate, inspire, 
and engage audiences across the 
country. 

The evening will feature live 
cultural performances, food, and 
interactive activities for all ages.  

As the end-of-the-year holi-
days approach, Jackson-Med-
gar Wiley Evers International 
Airport (JAN) is preparing for 
what is expected to be a very 
busy two-week travel period. 
Peak travel is set to begin Fri-
day, December 19th, and con-
tinue through Sunday, January 
4th.  

“At JMAA, our great part-
ners at TSA and FAA, along 
with experienced JMAA staff, 
strive to make travelers com-
fortable knowing that their safe 
and effi cient travel is of para-
mount importance at JAN,” 
said Rosa Beckett, CEO at the 
Jackson Municipal Airport Au-
thority. “We endeavor each day 
to deliver exceptional travel 
experiences for all guests and 
will continue to ensure your 
journey through JAN is as 
seamless as possible. We wish 
all our Mississippi travelers 
and visitors a great holiday sea-
son and 2026.” 

To ensure a smooth travel 
experience during this busy 
holiday period, the Jackson 
Municipal Airport Authority 
(JMAA) encourages all pas-
sengers to arrive at least two 
(2) hours before their fl ight 
departures. This allows ample 
time for parking and security 

procedures and permits travel-
ers to grab a bite to eat, enjoy 
a beverage, or pick up any last-
minute travel essentials on both 
the East and West concourses. 
JAN boasts several nationally 
recognized concession loca-
tions, including Dunkin’ and 
Sam Adams.  

JAN’s world-class airlines, 
including American, Delta, 
Southwest, and United, still 
have some seats remaining for 
any last-minute travelers. So, 
don’t hesitate to contact them 
or your favorite travel planning 
professionals for trip options. 
To get the latest travel informa-
tion and updates, passengers 
can follow Jackson-Medgar 
Wiley Evers International Air-
port on social media channels 
@JacksonAirports or visit 
www.iFlyJackson.com. For 
inquiries regarding permitted 
holiday items and Transporta-
tion Security Administration 
checkpoint rules, please visit 
www.TSA.gov. 

Jackson-Medgar Wiley 
Evers International Airport of-
fers a wide range of convenient 
parking options to meet pas-
sengers’ needs, including: 

 • Garage parking: $19 per 
day (at the terminal) 

 • Surface lot: $17 per day (a 
short few minutes’ walk into 
the terminal) 

• Long-term lot: $13 per day 
(with free shuttle service) 

 • Complimentary 10-minute 
parking in any lot; hourly fees 
begin at 11 minutes  

For added convenience, JAN 
continues to provide free Cell 
Phone parking as visitors await 
arriving passengers. This loca-
tion is accessible by turning 
left on Cross Street, just before 
International Drive splits at the 
surface lot. The Parking De-
partment at JAN can be reached 
directly for real-time holiday 
availability and additional in-
formation at 601.360.8690. 

 Happy Holidays to all and 
thanks for fl ying JAN!  

LOCAL
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Kwanzaa celebration invites 
communities to an evening 

of culture and connection in 
the Capital City 

JMAA expects a busy end-of-
the-year holiday travel period 

for Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers 
International Airport (JAN)
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excellence and active campus engagement. While at Jackson State 
University, Dr. Hayes Anthony was a Dean’s List Scholar and par-
ticipated in numerous organizations, including the Jackson State 
Symphony Orchestra and the Dunbar Dramatics Guild. During her 
time at the university, she was also initiated into Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Incorporated, becoming a member of the Delta Pi Chapter 
in 1970. 

 While working in television journalism, Dr. Hayes Anthony si-
multaneously pursued graduate studies and earned her Master of 
Science degree in Educational Technology from Jackson State Uni-
versity. Her dedication to scholarship and her desire to expand op-
portunities for African Americans in the media industry led her to 
pursue doctoral studies. 

 Determined to help prepare future generations for careers in com-
munications and media, Dr. Hayes Anthony enrolled at Southern Il-
linois University at Carbondale, where she became the first African 
American female to earn a doctorate in Communication at the uni-
versity. 

 Following the completion of her doctoral degree, Dr. Hayes An-
thony returned home to Jackson State University, where she served as 
Director of Graduate Studies for the Department of Mass Communi-
cation. Her attention to detail, academic leadership, and dedication to 
excellence led to her appointment as Head of the Department.  

Under her leadership, the department achieved a significant mile-
stone when it received national accreditation from the Accrediting 
Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communication 
(ACEJMC). At the time, Jackson State University became only the 
second historically Black college or university in the nation to receive 

this prestigious accreditation.  
After serving the department and the university for a decade, Dr. 

Hayes-Anthony chose to extend her impact beyond the classroom. 
She accepted the role of Assistant Superintendent of Public Informa-
tion for the Jackson Public School District, where she also served as 
the spokesperson for the Board of Trustees. In this role, she provided 
leadership and communication for the district and served the com-
munity for seven years.  

Her passion for education eventually drew her back to the academ-
ic environment. Recognizing the need to prepare future communica-
tion professionals, Dr. Hayes-Anthony presented Belhaven College 
with a proposal to establish a Department of Communications. The 
institution embraced her vision, and in 1998 she began building the 
department, serving as its founding chair. Under her leadership, the 
communications program at Belhaven grew significantly. Students 
from the program secured internships and employment opportunities 
with media organizations throughout the Jackson metropolitan area 
and beyond. In recognition of her dedication to teaching and aca-
demic leadership, Belhaven University awarded Dr. Hayes Anthony 
the rank of Full Professor in 2006. 

 Dr. Hayes-Anthony’s influence extended beyond the universi-
ty and into the broader community. Former Jackson Mayor Frank 
Melton appointed her as Chair of the Education Task Force for the 
City of Jackson, recognizing her leadership and commitment to edu-
cational progress. Governor Haley Barbour also acknowledged her 
contributions to education and invited her to serve on the Education 
Task Force for the State of Mississippi. 

 In 2007, Governor Barbour appointed Dr. Hayes-Anthony to the 

Mississippi State Board of Health. Her service and leadership were 
again recognized when Governor Phil Bryant reappointed her in 
2013 to a six-year term and a recent appointment from Governor Tate 
Reeves. 

 Beyond her many professional accomplishments, Dr. Hayes-An-
thony found her greatest joy in her family. She leaves to cherish her 
memory her devoted husband, Eddie Anthony; her son, Willard An-
thony; her sister, Gloria Shields; her beloved grandson, Aiden An-
thony; her cousin, Lawrence Rhodes and family of Detroit, Michi-
gan; and a host of in laws, nieces, nephews, other relatives, and dear 
friends. 

 Throughout her life, Dr. Elayne Hayes-Anthony remained guided 
by the principles instilled in her early years, faith, education, service, 
and perseverance. Her legacy is reflected in the countless students 
she mentored, the institutions she strengthened, and the communi-
ties she served. Her life stands as a lasting testament to the power of 
education, leadership, and unwavering commitment to the advance-
ment of others. 

 “ L ET YOUR LIGHT SO SHINE BEFORE MEN, THAT THEY 
MAY SEE YOUR GOOD WORKS, AND GLORIFY YOUR FA-
THER WHICH IS IN HEAVEN. ” 

The Celebration of Life Service for Dr. Anthony will be held Sat-
urday, March 14, 2026, 11:00 AM 

at the Rose E. McCoy Auditorium, Jackson State University.1400 
J.R. Lynch Street Jackson, MS. 

Interment: Natchez Trace Memorial Park Cemetery .759 US-51, 
Madison, MS 39110 

laugh. You need to laugh about and celebrate that person’s life. 
And so, I think humor is just part of our culture. It really is our 
savior to what’s going on in the world.” 

Emil Amok Guillermo, journalist, humorist, and poet laureate, 
whose work blends political commentary, journalism, and satire 
across multiple media platforms, shared next. “Well, here’s the 
thing - humor comes out of pain. Humor comes out of tension. 
And when it’s so tense and the pain is so real and it’s just too 
much, that’s the perfect moment for humor. And that’s why, when 
the tension goes up, someone, you know, solicits or elicits a joke, 
and then you get the biggest laugh. It’s the antidote to all of that. 
And that’s why as a journalist for fifty years, humor has always 
been in the toolkit. But I was never a professional jokester or a 
comedian. I was a journalist. I was trying to get at the truth. I al-
ways use the Mary Poppins theory, you know, sugar, a spoonful of 
sugar helps medicine go down. I’ve always tried to use humor to 
engage in my columns a little bit, not too much, because I’m still 
ultimately telling a truth, a serious truth.” 

Samson Koletkar, co-founder of the Desi Comedy Fest, the larg-
est South Asian comedy festival in the United States, and founder 

of Comedy Oakland, may have surprised the audience of jour-
nalists with his comments. “Everybody’s talking about jokes and 
humor and comedians. I’ll start with the news media, because one 
of my favorite quotes is - if you don’t follow the news, you are un-
informed. If you do follow the news... you’re misinformed! I find 
that very interestingly honest to say in front of an entire Zoom 
room of news people.” 

He continued once the laughter subsided. “This is what we are 
talking about, right? Like for comedians, we see things and we 
say things. Somehow that filter is not in our brains. So that is the 
big distinction - humor is agreement. If I tell a joke and you laugh, 
it’s because you agree with me. And if you don’t agree, you don’t 
laugh. And that agreement is a very instant thing. You can’t plan 
for it. People are thinking things and then we come along and we 
say it out loud. We just structure the idea into words and we por-
tray it. And if you guys agree and connect, then you laugh. And if 
you disagree and don’t connect, then the comedian goes back and 
figures a way to make it more connectable, improve the way they 
say things. I also have a secondary take on comedians. Sometimes 
they try to put themselves too high up on the horse, like we are the 

truth speakers. Like only as long as people are laughing. When 
they don’t, you change your truth a little bit as well.” 

A question from La Opinion’s Araceli Martinez Ortega elic-
ited an understanding of what is fair game for humor and jokes 
and what is not. The question, “Under the current circumstances, 
when we are seeing a lot of immigrant families suffering, when we 
are seeing immigrants dying in ICE custody, how can you make 
use of immigration without being insensitive?” Mr. Siguenza re-
sponded, “I’d like to answer because I’m Latino. I qualify. Person-
ally, I don’t deal with it. You’re right. It’s so painful. It’s so real. 
It’s so personal. I can’t make fun of it. I can’t. I can’t think of jokes 
that will alleviate or make fun of or get laughter out of that. That 
whole theme is so dark. It’s like making death camp jokes, they’re 
just not going to go over…this administration has been so outra-
geous. So unreal that I can’t, I can’t put my finger on it as a comic. 
There are just some subjects that I just won’t go there.” 

To view this entire national briefing, go to https://americancom-
munitymedia.org/media-briefings/what-makes-us-laugh-in-dark-
times-humor-as-an-antidote-to-fear. 

challenger in November. For many voters across the Delta and cen-
tral Mississippi, returning Thompson to Washington means main-
taining strong, proven leadership at a time when stability and ex-
perience are critically important. “Given what’s happening in our 
nation’s capital, now is not the time for change,” said Pamela Sims, 
retired educator from Jackson. “Given what’s happening in our na-
tion’s capital, now is not the time for change,” said Pamela Sims, 
retired educator from Jackson.

Meanwhile, in the race for the U.S. Senate, Democratic voters 
selected District Attorney Scott Colom as their nominee after he de-
feated two other candidates in the primary. Colom delivered an im-
pressive performance, winning strong support across the state and 
positioning himself for a competitive November matchup against 

Republican Senator Cindy Hyde-Smith.
Colom currently serves as the District Attorney for Mississippi’s 

16th Judicial District, representing Lowndes, Clay, Oktibbeha, and 
Noxubee counties in northeast Mississippi. Since first being elected 
in 2015, he has made history as the first Black district attorney to 
represent a majority-white district in the state. His work has focused 
on addressing violent crime while also supporting fair and balanced 
approaches to justice.

Before his Senate run, Colom had been nominated by President 
Joe Biden in October 2022 to serve as a federal judge on the U.S. 
District Court for the Northern District of Mississippi. His nomi-
nation was recommended to the White House by Congressman 
Bennie Thompson. However, the process stalled in the U.S. Sen-

ate when Senator Hyde-Smith refused to return the required “blue 
slip,” preventing the nomination from moving forward.

For many African Americans across Mississippi, Hyde-Smith’s 
record has been deeply troubling. Her decision to block Colom’s 
judicial nomination added to longstanding concerns about her lead-
ership and responsiveness to Black communities.

Now, voters will have the chance to weigh those issues directly 
at the ballot box.

As the November election approaches, Mississippi Democrats 
are heading into the general election with a combination of trusted 
leadership and emerging talent—returning Bennie Thompson to 
Washington and giving Scott Colom the opportunity to challenge 
for a seat in the United States Senate.
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further fueled the Selma to Montgomery March 
– a march by hundreds of African Americans 
peacefully protesting their lack of voting rights. 
Reverend James Reeb, white as snow, was badly 
beaten on March 9th and died as a result on March 
11th. At least 17 marchers were hospitalized due 
to beatings and teargassing on the bridge. Viola 
Luizzo was shot dead by Klansmen while ferrying 
other activists between Selma and Montgomery. 
Five months later, a white Episcopal seminarian 
Jonathan Daniels was shot to death by a highway 
worker and part-time deputy sheriff while shield-
ing seventeen-year-old Ruby Sales from a racist 
attack. Saying that no one was beaten to death 
on the Edmund Pettus Bridge on March 7, 1965, 
doesn’t remotely capture that truth of that day, but 
fortunately ABC, CBS, and WVTM 13 television 

cameras did capture the truth, and it was broadcast 
around the world, leading to the Voting Rights Act 
(VRA) of 1965. 

The VRA is considered the most successful Civ-
il Rights legislation in our history, yet in 2013’s 
Shelby v. Holder case before the Supreme Court, 
Section 5 – requiring preclearance by bad-actor 
states - was revoked. Lawsuits have been flying 
ever since. Then in 2021, the High Court ruled 
on Brnovich v. Democratic National Commit-
tee, making it harder to bring related lawsuits. A 
Freedom to Vote Act, paired with making the John 
Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act law, would 
restore what the Court has gutted, but it has not 
happened. Currently, the Supreme Court is consid-
ering a case – Louisiana v. Callais, which could 
further weaken voting rights by limiting the use 

of race in redistricting. A decision is expected in 
June of this year. 

At the risk of grossly stating the obvious, these 
ongoing affronts are always planned, engineered, 
and codified by white people. They are always at 
the expense of African Americans.  Even today, 
the Safeguard American Voter Eligibility (SAVE) 
Act, which was narrowly passed in the House last 
month, is awaiting a vote in the Senate. The Bren-
nan Center for Justice says the Act will prevent 
millions of Americans from voting. On March 
9, 2026, Trump told a GOP audience in Doral, 
Florida, that “it will guarantee the midterms.” 
He further stated, “I won’t sign any other legisla-
tion until the SAVE Act passes,” per www.thehill.
com. Fairness and equity are not in his playbook.  
That’s why Selma Alabama is so important. That’s 

why people come back year after year. That’s why 
righteous Americans travel from every state in the 
nation to Selma every year. That’s why everyone 
needs to vote. 

On a hopeful note, at the top of the bridge, I 
had the pleasure of meeting Reverend and Mrs. 
William Barlow from Reidsville, North Caro-
lina’s Building Lives Christian Church. They 
were dressed like it was Sunday service. They are 
African American. Their 70’s are behind them. 
They have seen and lived the discrimination. Af-
ter introductions the Reverend said, “I come every 
year.” So, I said, have you noticed a significantly 
higher percentage of white people here this year? 
He smiled brightly, saying, “That’s a good thing.” 
When I elicited more, he simply said, “God is 
moving.”

Selma
Continued from page 1

Hayes-Anthony
Continued from page 1

Laugh
Continued from page 1

Thompson
Continued from page 1

Annita Bonner and Krystal Nicole Martin (Environ-
mental Activist Extraordinaire from Gloster, MS) Rainbow/PUSH Supporters with Banner Marchers on Edmund Pettus Bridge.  

Reverend Mark A. Thompson – The Black 
Press, USA. PHOTOS: CHRISTOPHER YOUNG. 



Jim Hill Class of 69 Tributes to Dr. Elayne Anthony

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CLASS OF 69
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“The Jim Hill Class of ‘69 will forever hold a spe-
cial place in my heart and it is because of students 
like Elayne who was a part of it. Elayne was not just 
a classmate. She was a friend to all of us. She was al-
ways focused and on a mission. Although our physical 
path had not crossed recently, I thank God for this kind 
of friendship that never ends. 

“Well done good and faithful servant”.
Barnessa Bingham Cook
Jackson, Mississippi

We shared the joy of graduating from Jim Hill High 
School in 1969, Jackson State University in 1973 and 
50 years later we were blessed to receive our Golden 
Diploma from “Thee I Love” in 2023. We were hon-
ored to receive our Golden Diploma from our friend, 
Dr. Elayne Hayes Anthony, Interim President of Jack-
son State University, and received an even greater 
honor when she selected my husband Jesse and I to 
present her Golden Diploma. Elayne was more than a 
classmate; she was our friend and touched all of us in 
ways we will never forget.  

Judy Griffith Thompson 
Jackson, Mississippi

Elayne, it has been quite a while since we were at Jill 
Hill High School up to now. I am saddened to know 
that you have passed away but I am proud of your 
many accomplishments just to name a few: 

You were the First African American female anchor 
at WJTV-TV12, in Jackson Mississippi and you served 
as Assistant Superintendent of Public Information and 
staff Development for the Jackson Public School Dis-
trict, and you also became Interim President of Jack-
son State University. 

I remember the time we spent playing tennis togeth-
er at Jim Hill. We had lots of fun while trying to play 
and to do our best. 

Your outstanding achievements, hard work, dedica-
tion, and perseverance, never went unnoticed. To you 
I say: “Elayne will be in my heart to stay, and love and 
remembered every day.” 

Cheryl Lattimore 
Rochester, New York 

A true friend is like a star: even when out of sight, 
their light never fades. Elayne was that kind of friend. 
No matter the hour, she always made time to listen 
whenever I needed to share a thought or concern. Her 
warmth and caring made everyone around her feel 
seen and valued. There are very few people you can 
tell a secret and never hear it again. Elayne was that 
person I could always talk freely, knowing that what 
we talked about was between the two of us.  

Elayne was a woman of passion, purpose, and 
determination. She pursued her goals and dreams with 
unwavering resolve, never allowing obstacles to stand 
in her way. I can still hear her saying, “Evelyn, there 
is no time to retire. I’m going to work until I can’t 
work anymore.” True to her word, she devoted herself 
entirely to the work she loved. 

Though she is no longer with us, her kindness, 
generosity, strength, and pursuit of excellence will 
never be forgotten. Like the stars that shine long after 
we look up to find them, Elayne’s light will continue 
to guide and inspire all who were fortunate enough to 
have known her. 

Evelyn Calhoun Lockhart
Jackson, Mississippi

Elayne and I first met in the first grade at Isable El-
ementary School.  I noticed she had long braids, and 
big, beautiful eyes. Little did I know 12 years later, 
we would be Mr. and Miss Jim Hill. 

 She was strong-willed and determined to follow 
her dreams. About 15 years ago, I was on the campus 
of Belhaven College and went to her office to ask her 
about her method of teaching.  

 After a few minutes she made this statement in 
regard to our conversation. “How you present ideas 
can be more important than the idea itself.”  Today, I 
reflect on that conversation.  Given the state of mass 
media in the USA, with lies, half truths and ignoring 
facts, her comments to me that day proved to be true. 

Hugh P. Latham 
Greensboro, NC

Elayne and I began our educational journey togeth-
er in elementary school. Throughout those many years  
she displayed the kind of  temperament, charisma and 
professionalism,  which helped me  understand my 
own mission in life. She was well rounded and persis-
tent in going after what she wanted. 

While in high school she was a  member of the Na-
tional Honor Society  and proceeded to becoming our 
Miss Jim Hill.  In that role she displayed  leadership 
skills  which  led her down  the path  of  continuous 
success. She believed in the power of education hav-
ing received a bachelor’s degree, master’s degree, and 
a doctorate’s degree.  

“They taught it, Elayne got it, and  she ran with it!”  
She ran all the way to serving in the role of president  
of Jackson State University and I will forever be 
proud of our long-lasting friendship. 

Judge Clyde Chapman 
Jackson, Mississippi



As a licensed life insurance agent 
for almost 20 years, I can count on 
one hand the number of times an ap-
plicant has requested a quote for life 
insurance that exceeded the average 
cost of burial, cremation, and funeral 
services. 

Once I ask a few questions, I 
quickly determine that the amount of coverage the 
applicant is requesting is simply not enough for their 
current lifestyle. 

In my opinion, life insurance has four purposes: 
1) To cover the cost of your burial, cremation, and/

or funeral services: As of today, the national average 
for these services range between $5,000 and $10,000.  

2) To pay off  your debt: You should only focus on 
your secured debt (home, vehicles, etc.) that you want 
to leave to your loved ones upon your death. Never 
focus on your unsecured debt (credit cards, medical 
bills, personal loans, student loans, etc.). The only ex-
ception to this rule is, if the unsecured debt is in you 
and a joint applicant’s name, treat it as a secured debt. 
I say that because, due to the unsecured debt being a 
joint responsibility, the institution or lender will still 
pursue collection procedures from the living party 
upon your death. Other than that reason, unsecured 
debts typically die with you. 

3) To provide fi nancial support for those who rely 
on your income: If you have a spouse, dependent chil-
dren, etc. that requires your source of income to cover 
daily and living expenses, their needs do not change 
upon your death. In most cases, their fi nancial needs 
increase following the death. 

4) To leave an inheritance to your loved ones: Re-
gardless of how much income you make, how much 
money you have saved, or the size of your investment 
portfolio, life insurance is a great tool to use in order 
to pass down wealth to your loved ones and the next 
generation for many years to come. Out of all four 
purposes, this is my absolute favorite one! 

Outside of yourself and your spouse, you should 
also have life insurance coverage on your dependent 
children. Keep in mind, due to them being in a position 
where they rely on your income and not the opposite, 
you should only purchase enough coverage on them to 
cover their burial, cremation, and/or funeral services.   

When purchasing life insurance coverage, you 
want to always take advantage of the group life insur-
ance on your job. These policies are very inexpensive. 
Due to the low cost, I recommend you maximize the 
amount you purchase for yourself, your spouse, and 
your dependent children.  

Be mindful, since the life insurance premiums are 

being paid out of your paycheck, you will not have 
coverage in the event of a involuntarily or voluntarily 
job loss, if you have to take time off  from work due to 
an illness of yourself or a loved one, or any other rea-
son that would require you not to receive a paycheck 
for an extended period of time. For those reasons, I 
highly recommend that in addition to your group life 
insurance on your job, you should also have a policy 
through a private life insurance company. Doing so, 
guarantees that you are never in a position of not hav-
ing life insurance coverage in place. 

When choosing life insurance coverage through a 
private company, I only recommend you get term life 
insurance. Never purchase cash value life insurance 
policies (universal life, variable life, variable univer-
sal life, whole life, etc.). These cash value policies are 
outrageously expensive and horrible products. In ad-
dition, the advertising, benefi ts, and payout amounts 
associated with these policies are very misleading. 

In addition to cash value life insurance policies, 
never purchase credit life insurance policies on your 
debt (credit cards, mortgages, personal loans, etc.). 
These policies are also outrageously expensive and 
horrible products. Remember, your debt will already 
be covered in your “regular” life insurance policy, so 
there is no need to duplicate coverage. The only ex-
ception to this rule is, if you do not currently have life 
insurance coverage due to being classifi ed as uninsur-
able because of age, illness, and/or physical condition. 
In this case, some coverage is better than none, even if 
it is more expensive. 

Some more options for getting life insurance if you 
are classifi ed as uninsurable is to take advantage of 
the group life insurance on you or your spouse’s job, 
at your credit union or bank, or with civic or profes-
sional organizations you may be a part of.  These 
group life insurance options typically do not require 
you to answer any medical questions or obtain a medi-
cal examination. 

Having the proper amount of life insurance in place 
that your loved ones deserve and need is just one way 
to show them how “unselfi sh” you really are. Remem-
ber, the opposite of “unselfi sh” is “selfi sh.” 

For a quote on some aff ordable life insurance for 
you and your loved ones, call me, Tim C. Lee, at (601) 
842-3226. I am a licensed life insurance agent in the 
states of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas.   

Tim C. Lee is the CEO & Founder of TCL Finan-
cial & Tax Services, and the host of “The TCL Show” 
that airs every Monday from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
CST on WMPR 90.1 FM in Jackson, MS. This is the 
show that is about “You, Life, and Money.” Got an 
article idea or a question you would like answered, 
e-mail Tim at timclee@TCLFinancialTaxServices.
com 

Life insurance is for more than just 
burial, cremation, and funeral services 

By Tim C. Lee
CEO & Founder of TCL Financial & Tax Services 
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24/7 Emergency 
Care for Expectant 
and New Mothers 
When pregnancy concerns can’t wait, FMOL Health | St. Dominic 
Hospital’s OB Emergency Department provides 24/7 emergency 
care for pregnant women (20 weeks and beyond) and postpartum 
moms (up to six weeks after delivery), staffed by board-certified 
OB/GYN doctors.

Specialized care. Faster than a general ER. 
Located on the fifth floor at St. Dominic Hospital. 

STDOM.COM/MIRACLES



The 10,000-seat House of 
Hope was fi lled with lawmak-
ers as people from all walks of 
life came to pay their fi nal re-
spects to the Rev. Jesse Lewis 
Jackson. 

Presidents Barack Obama, 
Bill Clinton and Joe Biden of-
fered tributes to Jackson, along 
with Vice-President Kamala 
Harris, Basketball great Isaiah 
Thomas, the Rev. Al Sharpton 
and TV Judge Greg Mathis. 
And that power-packed lineup 
was on the day before the fi nal 
and private funeral at the Rain-
bow/PUSH headquarters where 
each of his children spoke as 
well as the President of South 
Africa Cyril Ramaphosa and 
the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo President Felix 
Tshisekedi, among civil rights 
leaders and ministers. 

“My mother talks about how 
he has such remarkable range 
as a person. He would kneel 
and touch the poorest children, 
and then he stood to challenge 
the most powerful presidents 
and dictators,” said his son, 
Yusef Jackson. “And from the 
library that he opened and set 
free in Greenville, South Caro-
lina, to the boardrooms of Wall 
Street, where he encouraged 
inclusion in the Oval Offi  ce and 
the White House, he opened 
doors. He kicked them down 

when necessary, so that others 
were no longer locked out.” 

Tears and laughter fi lled the 
sanctuary of the Brookland 
Baptist Church in Columbia, 
S.C., the House of Hope in 
Chicago and the Rainbow/
Push headquarters. His widow, 
Mrs. Jacqueline Jackson had 
told family members that she 
didn’t want a sad funeral, but 
rather a celebration of her hus-
band’s life. A celebration it was 
as Stevie Wonder rocked the 
house Saturday morning with 
“I’ll Be Loving You Always.” 
His daughter, Santita Jackson, 
also sang a soulful rendition of 
“Troubles of This World” dur-
ing the private service. 

Rev. Jackson’s body had laid 
in state in the South Carolina 
Capitol, his home state, af-
ter which the fi rst funeral was 
there on Thursday; followed 
by the public funeral on Friday 
and the private funeral on Sat-
urday. 

All of the services went for 
hours. Rev. James Meeks, the 
former pastor of the House of 
Hope, tried to keep the public 
service to three hours, but it 
went so long that the last speak-
er Rev. Jamal Bryant, con-
cluded around 5:30 pm, more 
than fi ve hours after the Noon 
time start. Thanks to perform-
ers like Jennifer Hudson, who 
sang Sam Cooke’s, “A Change 
is Going to Come,” Opel Sta-

ples, and Hezekiah Walker who 
played “Oh Happy Day”, it was 
truly festive. 

Among other highlights of 
the public service came when 
Presidents Obama, Biden and 
Clinton spoke. 

President Obama said that 
he was inspired by Jackson be-
cause,” he invited us to believe 
in our own power. He changed 
America for the better.” 

He also credited Jackson’s 
1984 and ’88 presidential races 
for giving people the hope that 
ultimately got him elected. 

“He paved the road for so 
many others to follow. Doug 
Wilder became the fi rst elected 
black governor, Carol Moseley 
Braun went to the U.S. Sen-
ate,” Obama said. “Because of 
his courage. His audacity. Yes! 
That two decades later, a young 
black senator from Chicago’s 
South Side, would even be tak-
en seriously. as a candidate for 
the presidential nomination.” 

President Biden 
agreed.  “How fortunate we 
were. Jesse Jackson answered 
that call. What a great debt we 
owe to him. May God bless 
Reverend Jackson. May he rest 
in eternal peace. God bless 
him.” 

President Bill Clinton told a 
humorous but deeply touching 
story. “When the Congress was 
trying to run me out, and I was 
in that big impeachment fi ght, 

Jesse called me one night in 
the White House. I thought he 
was calling me. He said, I don’t 
want to talk to you. I want you 
to go get Chelsea. He called me 
to talk to my daughter, to make 
sure she had her head in the 
game.” 

He added, “And he prayed 
with her on the phone. And...
You know, a lot of people, it 
would never even have oc-
curred to them to do that…
This guy lived a big life.  He 
lived with his head and with his 
heart.” 

Vice President Kamala Har-
ris said, “Reverend Jackson 
was impatient. He did not waste 
his time waiting. Even when 
the doors in front of him were 
barred and bolted, even if those 
on the other side hesitated or 
even ignored him, he always 
devised a way through. “ 

Jesse Jackson was indeed 
one of the most eff ective com-
munity and political organizers 
in modern history. A large part 
of that was his love for people 
from every walk of life, which 
ultimately became the Rain-
bow Coalition. 

Yusef Jackson told the audi-
ence that he was torn between 
his grief and his faith. “The 
scripture that says, weeping 
may endure for night, but joy 
comes in the morning, sits 
heavily in my belly,” he said 
“I fi nd myself balancing the 

sorrow of the dark night, com-
forting my kids and answering 
their questions about the loss of 
life, and the cycle of life, and 
managing my own personal 
grief against God’s promise.” 

Jesse Jackson Jr., deeply 
emotional, poured out. “Who 
was Jesse Jackson? To the po-
litical class that took up most 
of the time, Dad was a stranger 
awaiting a return phone call. 
Reminding the political class of 
the urgency of the hour. That’s 
who my daddy was.” 

Bishop Jamal Bryant was the 
last speaker of the public funer-
al day.  He gave thanks for the 
strong women who were Rev. 
Jackson’s foot soldiers along 
the way. “I want to pause and 
thank God for his sister disci-
ples in Donna Brazile, and for 
a sister, Minyon Moore, and 
Leah Daughtry, because he un-
derstood you ain’t gonna go far 
unless you take strong Black 
women with you.” 

On Saturday, Marc Morial. 
President and CEO of the Na-
tional Urban League continued 
the honors. “Reverend Jesse 
Jackson took a moment of dis-
respect. and shaped it into a 
movement for respect. From 
that moment of disrespect, the 
Jackson candidacy for presi-
dent in 1984 was born. And 
let the record show that that 
campaign, and that candidacy, 
played a signifi cant role in be-

ginning to reshape American 
politics.” 

 NAACP President Derrick 
Johnson, said, “This year, we 
must send a diff erent message 
in November, the power comes 
through the black community, 
the power was built by Rever-
end Jackson. The strength is in 
this room, that stick together, 
stay together, fi ght together, 
peace and power.” 

His son, Rep. Jonathan Jack-
son was at his best, “My father 
tried to let every child know 
that he is somebody. My father 
wanted to make sure that the 
world he was born into would 
be better than the world he was 
leaving.” 

He brought the audience to 
their feet. 

“He tried to make through 
crooked ways straight!  And I 
want the world to know that my 
father believed in love! He be-
lieved in the dignity of all human 
beings!  And he believed that 
just because You were born in 
the slum; the slum was not born 
in you! So, for the children on the 
reservations, in the boroughs, in 
the ghettos, he was speaking to 
you. In fact, my father believed 
in America more than America 
believed in itself!” 

Rep. Jackson ended his 
speech, recalling the motto, 
“Run Jesse Run!” but now, ac-
cording to Christian faith, it 
will be “Rise, Jesse, Rise!” 

NATIONAL

The Rev. Jesse Jackson Given 
Royal Homegoing Celebration 
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 By Hamil R. Harris
Freelance Journalist
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Last week 
I wrote about 
something my 
father, who is 
white, has said 
for years: when 
many white 

Americans hear the phrase 
“white privilege,” they respond 
by listing all the ways their lives 
have been hard. But if you talk 
about “white advantage,” the 
conversation changes. Advan-
tage is measurable. It doesn’t 
erase suff ering. It simply ac-
knowledges that race still tilts 
the system. 

After that column ran, read-
ers reached out asking me to 
elaborate.  

To understand why, we have 
to go back to the beginning of 
the American story. 

Early in colonial America, 
poor Europeans and enslaved 
Africans sometimes recog-
nized that they shared a com-
mon predicament. They ran 
away together. They rebelled 
together. For a brief moment 
in our history, working people 
across color lines sometimes 
saw each other as allies rather 
than enemies. 

That possibility deeply un-
settled the people who held 
power. So over time, colonial 
elites built a system designed 
to prevent that unity. Europe-
ans were given small advan-
tages—permission to carry 
weapons, positions in militias, 
small measures of authority 
over enslaved Africans. At the 
same time, racial contempt was 
deliberately cultivated between 
the groups. 

Racism itself became a tool 
of political control. The wedge 
worked. In many ways, it still 
does. 

White communities across 
America are hurting. Factories 
have closed. Life expectancy 
for many working-class Ameri-
cans has fallen. Addiction and 
suicide have devastated entire 
towns. 

Acknowledging white ad-
vantage doesn’t deny any of 
that. 

It simply says this: if two peo-
ple walk into the same job in-
terview with the same résumé, 
race still aff ects the outcome. If 
two families try to build wealth 
across generations, race still 
shapes the odds. Social scien-
tists have measured this for 
years. In a well-known study, 
Princeton sociologist Devah 
Pager sent out identical résu-
més to employers. 

Applicants with traditionally 
white-sounding names received 
far more callbacks than those 
with Black-sounding names, 
even when their qualifi cations 
were the same. 

Suff ering and advantage can 
exist at the same time. 

My father understood some-
thing many activists forget: lan-
guage can open conversations, 
or it can shut them down. 

For decades he worked with 
thousands of men—mostly 
white—helping them confront 
trauma and take responsibility 
for their actions. He saw how 
quickly people shut down when 
they feel their suff ering is being 
dismissed. 

That’s the predicament. The 
reality of racial advantage is 
undeniable. But the language 

we use to describe it sometimes 
pushes away the very people 
who need to be part of the so-
lution. 

Rev. Jesse Jackson under-
stood this better than any-
one. His Rainbow Coalition 
was built on a simple insight: 
racism has long been the old-
est political wedge in America. 
Divide working people by race 
and those in power stay secure. 
But if working people across 
racial lines ever truly unite, the 
coalition would be powerful 
enough to transform the coun-
try. 

The opposite of racism isn’t 
just tolerance. It’s solidar-
ity. Our history shows both 
possibilities. At times we have 
been divided by race so com-
pletely that we could barely see 
our shared interests. At other 
moments—Reconstruction, the 
labor movement, the civil rights 
era—we have glimpsed what 
multiracial democracy can look 
like. 

That history should give us 
hope. Because if racism was 
built to divide us, it can also be 
dismantled. 

Rev. Jesse Jackson spent 
a lifetime trying to show us 
what comes next. When work-
ing people fi nally refuse the 
wedge—when we stand togeth-
er from union halls to houses 
of worship, from big cities to 
small towns—the coalition that 
emerges will be stronger than 
the politics that have kept us 
apart for generations. 

Ben Jealous is a professor 
of practice at the University of 
Pennsylvania and former presi-
dent and CEO of the NAACP. 

Our country has 
been known to 
have great leaders. 
It has been one of 
our strengths and 
the foundation for 
our democracy. 

Everyday life is better as it al-
ways gets us to a brighter day. 
Our leaders have paved the way. 

We lost a great leader recently 
as Reverend Jesse Jackson went 
on home to be with the Lord. 
His legacy is intact and his 
contributions to the world will 
be emblazoned in its landscape 
forever. The scripture does say, 
“well done my good and faithful 
servant”. That Biblical verse in-
capsulates the work he did over 

his lifetime. 
He was a servant leader long 

before the term was coined. He 
was selfl ess, always looking 
to empower others. Reverend 
Jackson had the unique ability 
to give you comfort and encour-
agement. 

One of his signature expres-
sions was, “keep hope alive”. 
Those three words impacted 
millions of people including 
me. It is the eternal optimism 
that is embodied in that phrase. 
No matter how dark and dismal 
the way looks, if you keep hope 
alive, it will give you a chance 
to get up and start anew.  

Operation PUSH (People 
United to Serve Humanity) 
was founded by Reverend Jes-
se Jackson in 1971. Its overall 
goal was to provide economic, 

educational and business op-
portunities to marginalized 
communities. Proudly, some 
many years ago now, I became 
a member of PUSH, and I wear 
my lapel pin with pride. 

His charisma brightened the 
room, and you always left bet-
ter than you came. He simply 
had a way of making you feel 
good about yourself. While im-
portant, he was approachable. 
While highly educated, he re-
lated to everyone. With a job 
or without a job, he cared about 
you. 

Whenever he spoke, America 
listened. He spoke about the  in-
equalities that many Americans 
were experiencing in their lives. 
He talked about the importance 
of voting and that every vote 
mattered. Reverend Jackson ran 

for the presidency on two sepa-
rate occasions. 

He spoke poignantly about 
the fact that everybody is some-
body. He said, “I may have 
made some mistakes, but I am 
somebody. My clothes are dif-
ferent, my face is diff erent, my 
hair is diff erent, but I am some-
body”. 

Reverend Jesse Jackson was 
one of the greatest American 
leaders of all time. Simply put, 
he is a legend and that sentiment 
is shared by many people across 
this land. 

Reverend Bernice King, 
daughter of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. said, “He was a gifted 
negotiator and a courageous 
bridge-builder, serving human-
ity by bringing calm into tense 
rooms and creating pathways 

where none existed.” 
Reverend Al Sharpton, found-

er and president of the National 
Action Network said, “The Rev-
erend Jesse Louis Jackson was 
not simply a Civil Rights leader, 
he was a movement unto him-
self. He carried history in his 
footsteps and hope in his voice. 
He reminded me that faith with-
out action is just noise.” 

The profound yet simple mes-
sage in his life was to do some-
thing that will make life better 
for someone else. The change 
for better only comes when 
we do something to make the 
change. 

Change sometimes cannot be 
a team endeavor. You can’t al-
ways get people to join you in 
doing what is right. It is better 
to stand alone and fi ght than to 

stand with others and be still. 
Humbly, I have been in Rev-

erend Jackson’s presence and 
have taken some pictures with 
him. Meeting him and talking 
with him were defi ning mo-
ments in my life. His beacon of 
hope became a mantra for me 
and for countless others. 

Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities will always 
stand tall because of men like 
Reverend Jesse Jackson. He 
is a graduate of North Caro-
lina A&T State University in 
Greensboro NC. 

The homegoing service for 
Reverend Jesse Jackson was 
held Friday, March 6th at the 
House of Hope in Chicago Il-
linois. He is gone from our ev-
eryday lives but never from our 
everlasting hearts. 

Caring, helping and leading, characterized 
the life of Reverend Jesse Louis Jackson 

The white privilege 
predicament 
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I know I have 
informed you 
that you are fi ght-
ing the wrong 
person many 
times. However, 
I feel compelled 

to tell you again – you are fi ght-
ing the wrong person. Many 
spouses are utilizing so much 
eff ort fi ghting each other, which 
is ultimately leading to a losing 
battle resulting in separation and 
divorce. Why is this happening? 

One of the main reasons that 
married couples are constantly 
defeated even by small stuff  in 
marriage is because they are 
fi ghting the wrong person. Your 
spouse is not your enemy, and 
you are not your spouse’s en-
emy. In fact, you both share the 
same enemy. 

 Ephesians 6:12 states: 
“For we wrestle not against fl esh 
and blood, but against princi-
palities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wicked-
ness in high places.”

Let’s break the word wrestle 
down based on the Greek mean-
ing from this New Testament 
Scripture:

• Wrestle – a struggle, fi ght, 
confl ict, contest

Unfortunately, many couples 
have no clue that they are in a 
struggle, confl ict and contest 
with the wrong person. Ephe-
sians 6:12 makes it clear – we 
do not wrestle against fl esh and 
blood (human beings: husbands/
wives). In other words, some-
thing (principalities, powers, 
rulers of the darkness of this 
world, and spiritual wickedness 
in high places) is behind the 
bickering, gaslighting, arguing, 
starting fi ghts, physical alter-
cations, accusations, verbal at-
tacks, nagging, spouse neglect, 
prodigal spouse abandonment, 
the sneaking, lying, secrets, 
cheating, and so much more. 
Your spouse may act and sound 
like your enemy, but they are 
not your enemy. They are being 
used by the enemy to bring de-
struction, division, corruption, 
confl ict, turmoil, and ultimately 
death to your union. If the ene-
my destroys your marriage, then 
he has your home and children 
too. Therefore, spouses stop let-
ting the enemy use you! And 
spouses stop letting the enemy 
win!

How do spouses fi ght each 
other?

• verbal attacks
• arguing 
• pick and nag 
• gaslighting
• silent treatment 
• stop listening 
• Sabotage your marriage
• live in isolation from each 

other 
• withhold aff ection/intimacy•  

imagine being thirsty and some-
one intentionally withhold your 
quench 

• use your children to fi ght 
each other 

• physical/mental/emotional/
spiritual abuse 

•  refuse to apologize and ad-
mit your mistakes 

What are the underlying root 
causes of couple’s fi ghts?

• lack self• healing/love 
• stress
• exhaustion 
• work stresses
• unresolved hurts/healings 
• disappointments
• unforgiveness
• Miscommunication
• Misunderstanding
• Misinterpretations 
• fear
• lack of quality time 
• mistrust
• little to no communication
• lack of empathy
• lack of understanding
What do spouses typically 

fi ght about?
• Money
• children – do not allow your 

children to divide you especially 
adult children – Ask God for 
guidance and for Godly parental 
unity 

• family (in-laws, etc.)
• work/job obligations
• Business matters 
• politics
• technology usage – cell 

phones, video games have re-
placed spouses

• lack of quality time
• lack of aff ection/intimacy
• disappointments
How To Fight the Right Way?
• Refl ect on marriage vows 
• Developing a personal 

prayer life
• Pray together daily 
• Consistently pray for each 

other 
• Consistently read First Cor-

inthians 13 
• Communicate about every-

thing! 
• Forgive
•  Let yesterday go! 

• Hold each other accountable 
– should not repeat the same 
off ense, hurt – both should see 
change and improvement for the 
better

• Exchange hearts – do unto 
your spouse what you want done 
unto you

• Support each other 
• husbands live with your 

wives in an understanding way 
so that your prayers won’t be 
hindered

• Wives don’t nag and push 
your husbands to the rooftop

• Spend quality time with each 
other – make time to create good 
memories together now – Don’t 
wait until retirement to do so

• Date each other
• Learning and practicing 

each other’s love language
• Learn from past errors and 

bad decisions 
• Make up your mind to STOP 

hurting or off ending your spouse 
• Don’t withhold aff ection and 

intimacy 
• Become intentional about 

having a loving and happy mar-
riage

• Seek professional marital 
counseling 

To conclude, spouses, it can’t 
be emphasized enough – your 
spouse is not your enemy. Please 
stop wasting your time fi ghting 
each other and fi ght your shared 
enemy together. Think like a 
boxer – think like a victor and not 
a victim – think like a champion. 
You already know your enemy’s 
goals: steal, kill, and destroy! So, 
what tactics will you both use 
to defeat your enemy? Will you 
continue wasting time fi ghting 
each other? Do you want to con-
tinue being defeated? If you have 
no fi ght and you feel that God is 
leading, you to stop fi ghting for 
your marriage – then adhere to 
God’s leading. However, if you 
both have decided that you want 
your marriage then stop wasting 
your time fi ghting the wrong per-
son because you will lose every 
time! You must learn to fi ght the 
right way!

Contact Dr. LaShunda Cal-
vert for speaking engagements 
(Motivational, Ministering, 
Marriage Counseling, Marriage 
Workshops, Marriage Seminars, 
Marriage Conferences, etc.) on: 
Instagram: letsstay2gether4ever 
(Dr. LaShunda Calvert) Face-
book: Dr. LaShunda Calvert 
Email:letsstaytogether4eva@
gmail.com Contact # 601-596-
2528

You must learn to 
fi ght the right way 

By LaShunda Calvert, Ph.D.
Tips for a Good Marriage

By James B. Ewers Jr. Ed.D.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio
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AUCTION FOR CITY OF JACKSON ABANDONED, STOLEN, 
SEIZED VEHICLES, EVIDENCE, AND RECOVERED PROPERTY
To all interested 
parties, known and 
unknown,Pursuant to the 
MS State Code of 1972, 
Section 21-39-21, the City 
of Jackson, Mississippi, 
will sell at Public 
Auction, the impounded, 
abandoned, lost, stolen, or 
misplaced motor vehicles 
and equipment listed on 
the attached schedule. 
Unclaimed motor vehicles 
and equipment may be sold 
after the expiration of ninety 
(90) days from their receipt 
or recovery by the City of 
Jackson. The auction will 
be held online at https://
marketplace.autura.com/
auctions/jac-ms/ on March 
24,  2026 at 10:00 am
A list and description of 
abandoned /unc la imed 
vehicles will be posted 
pursuant to statutory 
requirements in the 
following locations: 
Hinds County Court 
House  Hinds Country 
Chancery Court 
Building 
Jackson City Hall/City 
Clerk’s Offi ce”   (3/5/2026)

3/5/2026
*******************************
8840036 • 2013/HONDA/
ACCORD/BLACK • 
1HGCR3F83DA036123
*******************************
8840039 • 2012/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/WHITE • 
5NPEB4AC7CH338194
*******************************
8840102 • 2008/NISSAN/
MAXIMA/BLACK • 
1N4BA41E18C802015
*******************************
8840275 • UNK/
UNKNOWN/
SCOOTER/BLUE • 
L9TEACB2H109100
*******************************
8840279 • 2008/
INFINITI/G35/BLACK • 
JNKBV61E68M228711
*******************************
8840294 • 2020/
KIA/SOUL/SILVER • 
KNDJ23AU7L7002776
*******************************
8840898 • 2014/
FORD/F150/WHITE • 
1FTFW1EF9EKD72573
*******************************
8843405 • 2016/
HYUNDAI/SONATA/RED • 
5NPE24AF7GH324652
*******************************
8843408 • 2008/HONDA/
ACCORD/RED • 
1HGCP26878A005690
*******************************
8843550 • 2003/HONDA/
ACCORD/BLUE • 
JHMCM563X3C061115
*******************************
8843577 • 2006/DODGE/
DURANGO/GOLD • 
1D4HD48N26F102780
*******************************
8843615 • 2010/NISSAN/
MAXIMA/BLACK • 

1N4AA5AP4AC874514
*******************************
8843631 • 2014/DODGE/
CHARGER/GRAY • 
2C3CDXBG2EH366523
*******************************
8843688 • 2007/NISSAN/
ALTIMA/BLUE • 
1N4AL21E27N494432
*******************************
8843796 • 2013/
NISSAN/ALTIMA/RED • 
1N4AL3AP0DC226140
*******************************
8844132 • 2006/
CHRYSLER/300/GOLD • 
2C3KA53G26H482801
*******************************
8844176 • 2002/GMC/
YUKON XL 1500/GRAY • 
3GKEC16ZX2G184522
*******************************
8844217 • 1994/GMC/
SIERRA/MULTI-COLOR • 
2GDEC19K4R1576498
*******************************
8844228 • 2003/
MERCEDES/M 
CLASS/GOLD • 
4JGAB57E03A430358
*******************************
8844309 • 2012/KIA/
SPORTAGE/RED • 
KNDPCCA24C7199704
*******************************
8844483 • 2010/MAZDA/
CX-7/MULTI-COLOR • 
JM3ER2W59A0347345
*******************************
8844514 • 2021/KIA/
SELTOS/WHITE • 
KNDEU2AA4M7065394
*******************************
8844573 • 2004/
INFINITI/FX35/GRAY • 
JNRAS08U74X105637
*******************************
8844804 • 2011/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/SILVER • 
KMHDH4AE7BU127279
*******************************
8844821 • 1997/
FORD/F150/WHITE • 
1FTDX1767VNC96917
*******************************
8844844 • 2010/TOYOTA/
CAMRY/BLACK • 
4T1BF3EK2AU513873
*******************************
8844858 • 2015/
CHEVROLET/
MALIBU/SILVER • 
1G11C5SL1FU146675
*******************************
8844890 • 2015/NISSAN/
PATHFINDER/BLACK • 
5N1AR2MN2FC618189
*******************************
8844896 • 2012/
ACURA/TL/BLACK • 
19UUA8F55CA034581
*******************************
8847763 • 1998/
CHEVROLET/
GMT-400/WHITE • 
2GCEC19R1W1220572
*******************************
8848223 • 1990/JEEP/
CHEROKEE/GRAY • 
1J4FT87L7LL252843
*******************************
8851031 • 2011/
INFINITI/G37/WHITE • 

JN1CV6AP5BM302248
*******************************
8851129 • 2015/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/SILVER • 
5NPDH4AEXFH644175
*******************************
8851154 • 2017/KIA/
OPTIMA/GRAY • 
5XXGT4L31HG133430
*******************************
8851178 • 2000/
HONDA/CRV/GOLD • 
JHLRD1872YC033937
*******************************
8851244 • 2016/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/GRAY • 
5NPDH4AE4GH662236
*******************************
8851270 • 2016/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/SILVER • 
5NPE24AF4GH376756
*******************************
8851378 • 2003/HONDA/
ACCORD/SILVER • 
1HGCM56363A090920
*******************************
8851465 • 2006/HONDA/
ACCORD/GRAY • 
1HGCM56766A102040
*******************************
8851737 • UNKNOWN/
UNKNOWN/GO KART/
MULTI-COLOR • 
L6KHHP154HSA00915
*******************************
8851992 • 2006/
CHEVROLET/
IMPALA/WHITE • 
2G1WC581X69367555
*******************************
8852030 • 2006/
CADILLAC/
ESCALADE/GOLD • 
1GYEC63N16R106561
*******************************
8852044 • 2006/
BMW/OTHER/BLUE • 
WBAVB13566PT14536
*******************************
8852066 • 2005/HONDA/
ACCORD/WHITE • 
1HGCM55815A106621
*******************************
8852307 • 1996/
FORD/F150/RED • 
1FTEF15N4TLA85328
*******************************
8854750 • 1994/PONTIAC/
BONNEVILLE/GREEN • 
1G2HX52L3R4250328
*******************************
8854836 • 2009/
SATURN/AURA/BLUE • 
1G8ZV57B39F190815
*******************************
8855036 • 2018/TOYOTA/
COROLLA/BLACK • 
5YFBURHE3JP833347
*******************************
8855051 • 2010/KIA/
OPTIMA/GRAY • 
KNAGG4A84A5423414
*******************************
8855069 • 2003/
FORD/F150/BLACK • 
1FTRW07603KA94714
*******************************
8855154 • 2008/GMC/
SIERRA/WHITE • 
2GTEC130981143592
*******************************
8855176 • 1999/FORD/
CROWN VICT/WHITE • 

2FAFP74W9XX169027
*******************************
8855239 • 2009/NISSAN/
MAXIMA/BLACK • 
1N4AA51E89C833474
*******************************
8855652 • 2007/HONDA/
ACCORD/GOLD • 
3HGCM56457G701584
*******************************
8858465 • 2008/HONDA/
ACCORD/SILVER • 
JHMCP26898C044380
*******************************
8858472 • 1994/
CHEVROLET/
GMT-400/WHITE • 
2GCEC19H5R1109874
*******************************
8858486 • 2008/HONDA/
ACCORD/GRAY • 
1HGCP26808A133236
*******************************
8858500 • 2007/
CHEVROLET/
SUBURBAN/GOLD • 
1GNFK16387R381833
*******************************
8858501 • 2007/NISSAN/
MAXIMA/BLUE • 
1N4BA41E27C829089
*******************************
8858556 • 2006/
CHEVROLET/
IMPALA/WHITE • 
2G1WS551669378432
*******************************
8858798 • 2017/LEXUS/
OTHER/BLACK • 
JTHHP5BC0H5002203
*******************************
8858812 • 2017/
UNKNOWN/
UNKNOWN/RED • 
LWGPCML09HA072815
*******************************
8858847 • 2023/TOYOTA/
CAMRY/BLACK • 
4T1G11AK6PU728910
*******************************
8858940 • 2003/NISSAN/
XTERRA/GRAY • 
5N1ED28T33C662903
*******************************
8858950 • 2016/
HYUNDAI/SONATA/GRAY 
• 5NPE24AF4GH394285
*******************************
8858983 • 2002/GMC/
SIERRA/GRAY • 
1GTEK19TX2E203910
*******************************
8859135 • 2013/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/WHITE • 
5NPEB4AC4DH671177
*******************************
8859151 • 2002/NISSAN/
XTERRA/SILVER • 
5N1ED28T02C574566
*******************************
8859215 • 2015/NISSAN/
PATHFINDER/WHITE • 
5N1AR2MN8FC702890
*******************************
8859308 • 2008/DODGE/
CALIBER/SILVER • 
1B3HB28B18D675568
*******************************
8859408 • 2006/
CHEVROLET/
TRAILBLAZER/BLACK • 
1GNDS13S162322990
*******************************

8861516 • 2012/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/GRAY • 
5NPDH4AE6CH136359
*******************************
8861540 • 2016/NISSAN/
SENTRA/SILVER • 
3N1AB7AP7GY225621
*******************************
8861700 • 2020/DODGE/
JOURNEY/BLUE • 
3C4PDCAB3LT266429
*******************************
8861703 • 2009/DODGE/
GRAND CARAVAN/GOLD 
• 2D8HN54179R512895
*******************************
8861792 • 2005/
CHEVROLET/
MALIBU/WHITE • 
1G1ZT54855F122684
*******************************
8861837 • 2020/KIA/
OPTIMA/BLUE • 
5XXGT4L3XLG441950
*******************************
8861906 • 2005/PONTIAC/
GRAND AM/SILVER • 
1G2NE52F45M254546
*******************************
8861982 • 2019/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/SILVER • 
5NPD74LF3KH476155
*******************************
8861988 • 2008/NISSAN/
MAXIMA/WHITE • 
1N4BA41EX8C839337
*******************************
8862006 • 2014/KIA/
FORTE/SILVER • 
KNAFX4A89E5156708
*******************************
8862048 • 1997/
MITSUBISHI/
MIRAGE/WHITE • 
JA3AY26A1VU004341
*******************************
8862208 • 2003/
INFINITI/FX35/SILVER • 
JNRAS08W83X001108
*******************************
8862215 • 2019/
HYUNDAI/ELANTRA/RED 
• 5NPD84LF1KH466589
*******************************
8864300 • 2009/HONDA/
ACCORD/RED • 
1HGCP26899A052303
*******************************
8864352 • 2017/DODGE/
CHARGER/BLACK • 
2C3CDXCT1HH588616
*******************************
8864576 • 2006/
PONTIAC/G6/BLUE • 
1G2ZF55B764248734
*******************************
8864831 • -/GMC/
SIERRA/RED • 
2GTEK19T831100925
*******************************
8864943 • 2007/FORD/
EXPLORER/RED • 
1FMEU64E67UA63394
*******************************
8864951 • 2008/
CHEVROLET/
COBALT/GRAY • 
1G1AL58F387275309
*******************************
8864970 • 2012/
CHEVROLET/
MALIBU/SILVER • 
1G1ZC5EU7CF259571

*******************************
8864987 • 2002/HONDA/
ACCORD/GRAY • 
1HGCG16552A073588
*******************************
8865027 • 1999/FORD/
EXPEDITION/BLACK • 
1FMRU1768XLA39208
*******************************
8865127 • 2020/
MITSUBISHI/
MIRAGE G4/SILVER • 
ML32F3FJXLHF10702
*******************************
8865243 • 2004/
NISSAN/XTERRA/RED • 
5N1ED28T74C633065
*******************************
8867565 • 2015/KIA/
OPTIMA/WHITE • 
KNAGM4A79F5645180
*******************************
8867572 • 2000/
LEXUS/LS/BLACK • 
JT8BH28FXY0177784
*******************************
8867750 • 2010/FORD/
CROWN VICT/WHITE • 
2FABP7BV5AX111707
*******************************
8867797 • 2018/
CHEVROLET/
MALIBU/WHITE • 
1G1ZD5ST2JF260424
*******************************
8867906 • 2004/
CHEVROLET/
SILVERADO/RED • 
1GCEK19T54E357475
*******************************
8868336 • 2016/
NISSAN/ALTIMA/RED • 
1N4AL3AP5GC290176
*******************************
8868508 • 1988/FORD/
F150/MULTI-COLOR • 
1FTDF15Y6JNB50610
*******************************
8871468 • 2002/
CHEVROLET/
SUBURBAN/WHITE • 
3GNEC16Z42G177679
*******************************
8871476 • 1990/
FORD/F150/WHITE • 
1FTDF15Y5LLA07887
*******************************
8871907 • UNKNOWN/
UNKNOWN/ATV/BLACK • 
A7RABGCAEP0000048
*******************************
8871979 • UNKNOWN/
UNKNOWN/
MOTORCYCLE/BLUE • 
L0WHDN102M1002550
*******************************
8872014 • HONDA/
UNKNOWN/
MOTORCYCLE/ORANGE 
• JH2PF1037KK000432
*******************************
8872036 • UNKNOWN/
UNKNOWN/
MOTORCYCLE/GREEN • 
L0WHDN104M1002467
*******************************
8912440 • 2016/
UNKNOWN/SCOOTER/
MULTI-COLOR • 
LYDM7TKH7G1500049

3/5/2026



PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now to 
receive a FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. Call 
1-844-316-8630 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  Call: 
1-833-764-2473

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL 
can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving ALL 
installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary 
by dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) 
Call 1-855-685-0052

OLSHAN FOUNDATION SOLUTIONS. 
Your trusted foundation repair 
experts since 1933. Foundation 
repair. Crawl space recovery. 
Basement waterproofing. Water 
management and more. Free 
evaluation. Limited time up to $250 
off foundation repair. Call Olshan 
1-866-264-5115

SAFE STEP. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-855-532-0066

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-584-8517 
www.dental50plus.com/mspress 
#6258

AUDIEN HEARING. The world’s 
first hearing aid with touchscreen 
controls. No tiny buttons, apps or 
prescriptions. 45-day risk free trial. 
Free shipping. Lifetime support. 
More than 1.5 million happy 
customers. Call Audien 1-866-
852-2087 

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 1-833-
641-4206

DONATE your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-
428-0305 today!

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash 
AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Call today 
for your fair cash offer: 1-601-273-
8545.

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the 
same reliable, nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just 
$20/month. For more information, 
call 1-844-954-4517

GET DISH SATELLITE TV + 
INTERNET!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-
Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call 
Today! 1-877-628-3143

YMT VACATIONS. Over 50 
guided tours available. Affordable, 
social and stress-free travel 
designed for mature travelers. Our 
tours include accommodations, 
transportation, baggage handling, 
sightseeing, entrance fees, a 
professional Tour Director and 
select meals. For a limited time 
SAVE $250 on all tours. Call YMT 
today. 1-833-906-2201

INSURANCE

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

REAL ESTATE

SERVICES

TRAVEL

MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE

HOME IMPROVEMENT

WEEK OF MAR. 1, 2026

LEGAL

3/5/2026, 3/12/2026, 3/19/2026

LEGAL

RULE 81 SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION 

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF  
OTELIAN WOODSON-BASS, DECEASED             CAUSE NO. P2024-289 M/4 

PETITIONER:  WALTERINE UNDERWOOD 

SUMMONS 

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 

TO:  THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF OTELIAN WOODSON-BASS WILLIAMS, 
DECEASED 

You have been made a Defendant in the suit fi led in this Court by Walterine Underwood 
Petitioner, seeking the adjudication of heirs of Otelian Woodson-Bass Williams, Deceased. 

You are summoned to appear and defend against the complaint or petition fi led against 
you in this action at 9:00 a.m. o’clock a.m., on the 18th day of May 2026, in the Chancery 
Courtroom of Hinds County before Honorable Crystal Wise Martin, Chancellor.  In case of 
your failure to appear and defend a judgment will be entered against you for the money or 
other things demanded in the complaint or petition. 

You are not required to fi le an answer or other pleading but you may do so if you desire. 

Issued under my hand and the seal of said Court, this the _____ day of February, 2026. 

EDDIE JEAN CARR,  
CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI 

3/5/2026, 3/12/2026 3/19/2026
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT  

ZONING CASE NO. 4324 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council 
of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby 
given to all persons interested in or in any way aff ected thereby, that Angela Stamps has 
fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use 
Permit to allow for an accessory structure for living quarters within a R-1A (Single-Family) 
Residential District on property located at 808 Colonial Cir. (Parcel 552-196), in the First 
Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as: 

Lot 14, Block “G”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 2, a subdivision according to the map or plat 
thereof which is of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, 
Mississippi, in Plat Book 6 at Page 17, reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a 
part of this description. 

AND ALSO a part of Lot 15, Block “G”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 2, as recorded in Plat 
Book 6 at Page 17 of Chancery Records of the First Judicial District of Hinds County, 
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as follows: 

Beginning at an iron bar marking the Northeast corner of aforesaid Lot 15, 33.0 feet to an 
iron bar; turn thence through an interior angle of 128 degrees 31 minutes 30 seconds and 
run Southwesterly, 345,71 feet to an iron bar on Northern right of way line of Colonial Circle; 
run thence Southeasterly, clockwise, along the arc of a curve in the Northern right of way 
line of Colonial Circle, 19.02 feet to the Southeast corner of Lot 15; said curve having radius 
of 302.62 feet and a central angle of 03 degrees 36 minutes; run thence Northeasterly along 
the Eastern boundary of Lot 15, 366.51 feet to the point of beginning 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson 
Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, March 25, 2026, at which time all 
parties interested in or aff ected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, 
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any 
person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City 
Zoning Administrator before said time of hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, 
or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 
hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or 
auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired. 

DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE 
PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  PLEASE EMAIL 
EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER  FOR THE TELECONFERENCE/
VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO MARCH 18, 2026. 

WITNESS my signature this 27TH day of February 2026. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

3/5/2026, 3/12/2026, 3/19/2026
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I consider 
myself an 
expe r ienced 
warrior in the 
fi ght against 
a l l e r g i e s . 
Having suf-

fered from allergic reactions 
to pollen, dog and cat hair, 
ragweed, etc since I was in 
elementary school, I’ve got-
ten accustomed to sneezing, 
coughing, and blowing my 
nose throughout the spring 
and summer months. How-
ever, in 2017 I switched to a 
plant-based diet and the most 
amazing thing happened: 
I had years where I went 
through the shifts from fall, 
winter, and spring seasons 
without one sinus infection, 
upper respiratory challenge, 
or case of the sniffl  es. Having 
experienced at least one and, 
in some cases, all of these 
yearly for the last 30 years, I 
was ecstatic! Because of my 
body responding so positive-

ly to the “clean” diet, I was 
even able to stop taking my 
daily allergy medicine alto-
gether.

However, even though I’m 
currently not dealing with 
any allergy symptoms, I can 
still feel the changes in the 
season. Previously, I was able 
to sense the change in sea-
sons based on how my body 
responded to things that were 
in the air. Even though aller-
gy symptoms frustrated me, I 
actually came to see them as 
a good sign.

For example, allergy symp-
toms like sneezing, runny 
nose and watery eyes are our 
bodies’ ways of protecting us 
from the “invaders” as some 
like to call allergy triggers 
like dust, pollen, or pet hair. 
Even though we don’t see 
them our bodies’ responses 
let us know that the allergy 
triggers are there. Allergies 
also are an unhealthy overre-
action to things that are a part 
of our normal lives. Allergies 
warn us about unhealthy par-

ticles in the air much like the 
Spirit of God will warn us of 
things/people who may harm 
us.

My past allergy fi ghts re-
mind me of how we some-
times miss it when God is 
trying to warn us and we 
fi ght against the Spirit of 
God. Many of us have the 
experience of walking into 
a place where we instantly 
didn’t feel comfortable. That 
funny feeling, regardless of 
what we saw with our own 
eyes, was God communicat-
ing to us. These awkward 
moments are often God’s way 
of protecting us from things, 
people and places that mean 
us no good.

I Corinthians 2:9-11 says, 
“However, as it is written: 
“No eye has seen, no ear has 
heard, no mind has conceived 
what God has prepared for 
those who love him” but God 
has revealed it to us by his 
Spirit. The Spirit searches all 
things, even the deep things 
of God. For

who among men knows the 
thoughts of a man except the 
man’s spirit within him? In 
the same way no one knows 
the thoughts of God except 
the Spirit of God.”

Spiritual discernment will 
often let us know the heart 
of God concerning changes 
in our lives. Some of these 
changes are ones that we 
spent many nights pray-
ing for. However, some of 
us overreact to the Spirit of 
God (and fi ght the change) or, 
worse, ignore what we sense 
but don’t know how to re-
spond to. One of the best les-
sons we can learn is to trust 
and willingly submit to the 
Spirit of God.

Shewanda Riley is a Fort 
Worth-based author of “Love 
Hangover: Moving from Pain 
to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to 
the Beat of God’s Heart: A 
Book of Prayers for Writers.” 
Email her at preservedbypur-
pose@gmail.com or follow 
her on Twitter @shewanda

Handwriting 
on the Wall

P R E S E R V E D

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

Chicago’s South Side became 
a gathering place for faith and re-
membrance on March 6 as thou-
sands packed into the House of 
Hope church for the homegoing 
service of civil rights icon Rev. 
Jesse Jackson.

The nearly 10,000-seat sanctu-
ary in the Pullman neighborhood 
overfl owed with clergy, activists, 
political leaders, and everyday Chi-
cagoans who had marched, prayed, 
and organized alongside Jackson 
over the decades. The service — 
called “The People’s Celebration” 
— felt unmistakably rooted in the 
traditions Jackson himself cham-
pioned: the Black church, the Civil 
Rights Movement, and the endur-
ing belief that faith and activism go 
hand in hand.

From the moment the service be-
gan, gospel music set the tone, fi ll-
ing the sanctuary with soaring har-
monies. Ministers and congregants 
joined in a powerful call-and-re-
sponse of Jackson’s famous affi  r-
mation — “I Am—Somebody” — 
that electrifi ed the room and served 
as a reminder of how Jackson fused 
spirituality and protest into a sin-
gular cultural force.

The gathering drew some of the 
most powerful political fi gures 
in the country, a refl ection of the 
breadth of Jackson’s legacy. For-
mer Presidents Barack Obama, Joe 
Biden, and Bill Clinton traveled to 
Chicago to honor him, along with 
former Vice President Kamala 
Harris, former Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton, and former First 
Lady Dr. Jill Biden.

Rev. Jesse Jackson, Civil Rights 
Giant and Global Activist, Dies at 
84

Civil rights leaders including 
Rev. Al Sharpton and attorney Ben 
Crump joined a long list of elected 
offi  cials, among them Illinois Gov-
ernor JB Pritzker, Chicago Mayor 
Brandon

Johnson, former Mayor Lori 
Lightfoot, U.S. Senator Dick 
Durbin, and Transportation Secre-
tary Pete Buttigieg.

Yet despite the presence of so 
many national fi gures, the service 
never strayed from the spirit of a 
traditional Black church homego-
ing. Laughter, tears, gospel music, 
and fi ery sermons fi lled the sanctu-
ary as speakers remembered Jack-
son not only as a global civil rights 
leader, but as a pastor, mentor, and 
neighbor.

Members of Jackson’s family 
off ered deeply personal refl ections 
throughout the service. His sons 
Jesse Jackson Jr. and Jonathan 
Jackson spoke about their father’s 
lifelong commitment to justice and 
faith, while daughter Santita Jack-
son brought many in the room to 
tears with a powerful rendition of 
“To God Be the Glory.”

The emotional centerpiece of 
the service came when former 
President Barack Obama took the 
podium. Obama refl ected on how 
Jackson’s historic presidential cam-
paigns in 1984 and 1988 reshaped 
American politics and helped pave 
the way for a generation of Black 
leaders — including his own presi-
dency.

“We are living in a time when it 
can be hard to hope,” Obama said. 
“But Rev. Jackson believed hope 
was not passive. Hope was some-
thing you worked for. Something 
you marched for.”

He added: “It is an honor to join 
you today to celebrate the Rev. 
Jesse Louis Jackson, a man who, 
when the poor and the dispos-
sessed needed a champion and a 
country needed healing, stepped 
forward again and again and again 
and said, ‘Send me.’”

Former President Joe Biden 
praised Jackson’s willingness to 

fi ght for marginalized communi-
ties regardless of political pressure, 
saying he never stopped pushing 
the country to confront inequal-
ity and expand opportunity for 
working-class Americans. Former 
President Bill Clinton credited 
Jackson with reshaping the nation’s 
moral and political conversations 
about race and economic justice 
— calling him someone with an 
unmatched ability to demand more 
from America while still believing 
deeply in its potential.

Former Vice President Kamala 
Harris described Jackson as both a 
visionary organizer and a strategic 
political thinker who understood 
how grassroots activism could 
translate into real political power 
— and got candid about the mo-
ment we’re in.

“What I did not predict is that we 
would not have Jesse Jackson with 
us right now to help us get through 
this,” Harris said.

She credited Jackson with pio-
neering the coalition-building 
strategy that reshaped progressive 
politics in the United States. “Jesse 
Jackson was a strategist,” she said. 
“He was one of the most eff ective 
community and political organiz-
ers of our time.”

Harris also refl ected on his life-
long fi ght to dismantle barriers for 
marginalized communities. “From 
a young age, Rev. Jackson saw that 
the doors had been closed to mil-
lions of people across our nation 
and throughout the world who 
were otherwise so deserving,” she 
said. “They were doors to oppor-
tunity, to equity, to justice, to free-
dom.” Drawing on a lesson from 
her own upbringing, she added: 
“If that door remains shut — even 
after repeated attempts to knock — 
sometimes you have no choice but 
to kick that door open.”

Throughout the service, speak-
ers returned again and again to the 
idea that Jackson’s infl uence ex-
tended far beyond the pulpit or the 
ballot box. He was remembered as 
a movement builder who expanded 
Black political participation and 
gave voice to communities that too 
often went unheard.

Outside the church, supporters 
lined the streets of Pullman for 
hours before the service began, 
many braving cold March weather 
for the chance to witness the mo-
ment. For Chicago — where Jack-
son built much of his activism 
through Operation PUSH and de-
cades of community organizing — 
the farewell felt deeply personal.

Rev. Al Sharpton, who fi rst en-
countered Jackson as a 12-year-
old activist, refl ected on his pass-
ing with visible emotion. “Even 
though we knew he was very ill, 
when the moment comes, you’re 
not prepared for it,” Sharpton said, 
remembering Jackson as a mentor 
who shaped an entire generation of 
activists and ministers.

As the service drew to a close, 
the atmosphere inside the House 
of Hope shifted from mourning to 
celebration — exactly the kind of 
homegoing Jackson himself would 
have appreciated. Gospel music 
rose once more through the sanc-
tuary as attendees stood, clapped, 
and embraced.

The phrase Jackson spent de-
cades urging the nation to hold 
onto echoed through the room one 
fi nal time.

Keep hope alive.

‘Keep Hope Alive’: 
Thousands gather in 

Chicago to celebrate the 
life of Rev. Jesse Jackson

SUNDAY
Worship Services

9 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. in person

Or you may worship with us via 
Facebook or our YouTube 

channel at CHMBC

Pastor
Chauncy L. Jordan

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

www.nhcms.org

1750 
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Breathing is something most 
of us never think about, until sud-
denly, you can’t do it the way you 
normally do. Diffi  culty breath-
ing can come on gradually, like 
during a cold or asthma fl areup 
or it can strike without warn-
ing. When you’re home alone, 
that frightening moment can feel 
even more overwhelming. But 
knowing what to do in those fi rst 
critical minutes can protect your 
safety and in some cases, save 
your life.

Medical experts emphasize 
that trouble breathing is often 
a medical emergency. Accord-
ing to MedlinePlus, breathing 
diffi  culty can range from short-
ness of breath to gasping for air 
or feeling like you cannot get 
enough oxygen. The American 
Red Cross adds that respiratory 
distress can include wheezing, 
gurgling, rapid breathing or an 
inability to speak in full sen-
tences. These symptoms should 
never be ignored.

Breathing problems can look 
and feel diff erent depending on 
the cause. People experiencing 
breathing diffi  culty may appear 
anxious, breathe rapidly or strug-
gle to lie fl at. You may notice:

• Shortness of breath
• Gasping or feeling unable to 

take a full breath
• Wheezing or whistling 

sounds
• Chest tightness
• Bluish lips or fi ngernails
• Dizziness or lightheadedness
• Trouble speaking in full sen-

tences
The American Red Cross em-

phasizes that symptoms such as 
gasping, inability to speak or 
extremely fast or slow breathing 
require immediate emergency 
treatment.

If you’re alone and notice these 
signs, act quickly.

Step One: Stay Calm and Sit 

Upright
Panic makes breathing worse. 

The fi rst thing you should do is 
stop, focus and try to stay calm. 
Slow, steady breaths, even if 
shallow, can help reduce anxiety.

Next, sit upright. Lean-
ing slightly forward can make 
breathing easier. People with 
breathing diffi  culty often cannot 
breathe lying down and need to 
sit up to breathe comfortably.

Avoid lying fl at, which can 
worsen symptoms.

Step Two: Call 911 if Symp-
toms Are Severe

Breathing diffi  culty is often a 
medical emergency. MedlinePlus 
clearly states that you should call 

911 immediately if you experi-
ence symptoms such as rapid 
breathing, confusion, bluish skin 
or inability to speak normally.

Call 911 right away if:
• You cannot catch your breath
• You are gasping or choking
• You cannot speak more than 

a few words
• Your lips or fi ngers turn blue
• You feel faint or confused
• Your breathing becomes ex-

tremely fast or extremely slow
• You have chest pain
If you can, unlock your door 

after calling so emergency re-
sponders can reach you quickly.

Step Three: Use Prescribed 
Medications if You Have Them

If you have a known breathing 
condition such as asthma, COPD 
or allergies, use your prescribed 
medication immediately.

For asthma:
• Use your rescue inhaler (usu-

ally albuterol).
• Take slow breaths as you in-

hale the medication.
• Wait a few minutes and re-

peat if your doctor has instructed 
you to do so.

For severe allergies:
• Use your epinephrine autoin-

jector immediately.
• Call 911 even if symptoms 

improve. Anaphylaxis can re-
turn.

For COPD:
• Use your quickrelief inhaler 

or oxygen as prescribed.
If you do not have prescribed 

medication or symptoms do not 
improve, call 911.

Step Four: Loosen Tight Cloth-
ing and Remove Triggers

It’s recommended that you 
loosening tight clothing during 
breathing diffi  culty to reduce 
pressure on the chest and airway.

Do the following:
• Loosen collars, ties or restric-

tive shirts
• Remove scarves or anything 

tight around your neck
• Move away from smoke, 

strong odors or fumes
• Open a window for fresh air
If you suspect an environmen-

tal trigger like dust, cleaning 
chemicals, perfume leave the 
area if you can do so safely.

Step Five: Focus on Controlled 
Breathing

While waiting for symptoms 
to improve or for help to arrive, 
controlled breathing can help re-
duce panic and ease airfl ow.

Try this simple technique:
1. Inhale slowly through your 

nose for two seconds.
2. Purse your lips as if blowing 

out a candle.
3. Exhale slowly for four sec-

onds.

This “pursedlip breathing” 
helps keep airways open longer 
and reduces shortness of breath.

Step Six: Avoid Eating or 
Drinking

When you’re alone, this means 
avoiding food or a beverage until 
your breathing is stable.

Step Seven: Monitor Your 
Symptoms Closely

Breathing problems can wors-
en quickly. The American Red 
Cross notes that respiratory dis-
tress can progress to respiratory 
arrest, the complete absence of 
breathing if untreated.

Watch for:
• Increasing diffi  culty speak-

ing
• Worsening wheezing or gur-

gling
• Chest pain
• Confusion or drowsiness
• Rapid heartbeat
• Sweating
If symptoms worsen at any 

point, call 911 immediately.
Step Eight: If You Become 

Dizzy or Feel Faint, Stay Low 
and Safe

If you feel faint, sit on the fl oor 
to prevent falling. Lean forward 
slightly to ease breathing. If you 
lose consciousness, you want to 
be in a safe position that reduces 
injury risk.

Step Nine: If You Suspect 
Choking, Act Immediately

If your breathing diffi  culty is 
caused by choking and you are 
alone, you must act fast.

The selfHeimlich technique 
(described in fi rstaid guidance) 
involves:

• Making a fi st and placing it 
above your navel

• Grabbing your fi st with your 
other hand

• Thrusting inward and up-
ward sharply

You can also use the back of a 
chair or countertop edge to apply 
forceful upward pressure.

If choking does not resolve 
quickly, call 911 immediately.

Step Ten: Prepare for Future 
Episodes

If you have ever experienced 
breathing diffi  culty, preparation 
is essential.

Keep these items accessible:
• Rescue inhaler
• Epinephrine autoinjector
• Home oxygen (if prescribed)
• A charged phone
• A list of emergency contacts
• A medical ID bracelet
Reduce triggers in your home:
Eliminating dust mites, mold 

and smoke exposure for people 
with asthma or allergies.

Stay up to date on vaccina-
tions:

Vaccines for infl uenza, pneu-
monia, COVID19 and RSV can 
reduce respiratory infections that 
cause breathing problems.

Even if symptoms improve, 
contact your healthcare provider 
if:

• You had a respiratory infec-
tion and struggled to breathe

• You have a cough lasting 
more than 2–3 weeks

• You cough up blood
• You lose weight unintention-

ally
• You wake up at night unable 

to breathe
• You feel short of breath doing 

normal activities
These may be signs of underly-

ing conditions that require treat-
ment.

Diffi  culty breathing is one of 
the most frightening medical 
symptoms a person can experi-
ence, especially when you’re 
alone. But with calm thinking, 
quick action and awareness of 
warning signs, you can protect 
yourself until help arrives.

You’re Not Alone, Even When 
You’re Home Alone.

If you have a fi tness question 
or concern you would like ad-
dressed tipstobefi t@gmail.com 

Catch “Tips to be Fit” on 
“Good Day Good Health” every-
day 

There is a lot to man-
age after a life-changing 
diagnosis. Navigating 
your treatment plan, ap-
pointments and care can 
be overwhelming and 
complicated. 

The good news is that 
if you are living with 
a chronic lung disease, 
such as asthma, or chron-
ic obstructive pulmonary 
disease (COPD), includ-
ing emphysema and 
chronic bronchitis, sup-
port is available. 

To help you lead a 
healthier, more active and 
fulfi lling life, the Ameri-
can Lung Association has 
partnered with Alteas 
Health to raise awareness 
about steps you can take 
to better manage your 
chronic lung disease, and 
where you can turn to 
for trusted education and 
support. 

Find a lung specialist 
you trust. Working with 
a lung specialist, also 
called a pulmonologist, 
and healthcare team who 
know your health history 
and provide continuity 
of care can help improve 
your health outcomes. 
Your specialist can help 
tailor a treatment plan 
that works best for you. 
It is important to follow 
your treatment plan, go 
to regularly scheduled 
appointments and take 
steps to reduce your risk 
of fl are-ups. Talk to your 

primary care provider 
about a referral to a spe-
cialist. 

Build community. A 
strong support network 
is associated with bet-
ter emotional health, a 
higher quality of life and 
more eff ective self-man-
agement of your disease. 
American Lung Asso-
ciation Better Breathers 
Clubs have connected 
people living with chron-
ic lung disease, along 
with their family mem-
bers and caregivers, to 
information and support 
for more than 50 years. 

Expertly guided by 
trained facilitators, meet-
ings off er an engaging 
blend of guest speakers, 
interactive problem-solv-
ing sessions and social 
activities, and no two 
sessions are alike. Joe, 
a club member, says “I 
learn something at every 
Better Breathers Club 
meeting.” 

Regularly scheduled 

meetings are available 
in-person at locations 
throughout the United 
States and online, and 
are valued not only by 
patients, but among care-
givers as well. 

“The Better Breathers 
Club off ers our pulmo-
nary patients a sense of 
community and under-
standing while empow-
ering them with educa-
tion and practical tools 
to better manage their 
lung disease. It trans-
forms learning into con-
nection, helping residents 
breathe easier and thrive 
within the comfort of 
their skilled nursing set-
ting,” says Kim Brown, 
an Alteas Health team 
member. 

Ask if pulmonary reha-
bilitation is right for you. 
Pulmonary rehabilitation 
is a structured program 
of education and exer-
cise designed to help you 
better understand your 
lungs and your condition. 

Through the program, 
you’ll build skills to ex-
ercise with less shortness 
of breath and gain practi-
cal tips to improve your 
quality of life. In fact, 
pulmonary rehabilitation 
is where many patients 
learn about other avenues 
of support. “I was in pul-
monary rehab and heard 
about Better Breathers 
Club and I started com-
ing, and haven’t stopped!” 
says Joyce, who is living 
with COPD. 

Connect with custom-
ized support. American 
Lung Association Lung 
Health Navigators are 
registered nurses, respi-
ratory therapists, and cer-
tifi ed tobacco treatment 
specialists who provide 
free, customized one-
on-one education and 
support for individuals 
and their loved ones fac-
ing lung diseases. They 
are committed to help-
ing you understand your 
diagnosis, explore treat-
ment options and connect 
with resources. To reach 
a Lung Health Navigator, 
call 1-866-252-2959 or 
submit a request at Lung.
org/navigator. 

You don’t have to face 
a chronic lung disease 
alone. Ongoing support 
and education available 
in the form of pulmonary 
rehabilitation, support 
groups and more, can 
help you better manage 
your disease. 

If your diet includes in-
dulgent treats and sweet 
beverages, take note – too 
much sugar in your diet can 
weaken your teeth, leaving 
your smile vulnerable to 
cavities. Follow these fi ve 
sugar intake tips so you can 
prevent cavities and im-
prove your oral and overall 
health. 

Restore the balance. Cul-
tivate a balanced diet with 
a variety of healthy foods 
from each of the fi ve major 
food groups. Fill your plate 
with whole grains, fruits, 
vegetables, lean proteins 
and low-fat dairy foods. 

Sugary beverages like 
soda and juice should be 
served sparingly, as health-
ier options like water and 
plain milk have far more 
nutritional value. “Water is 
the best beverage for your 
teeth,” said American Den-
tal Association (ADA) den-
tist, Mirissa Price, D.M.D. 
“Not only does water help 
wash away cavity-causing 
bacteria and weaken the ac-
ids in your mouth, but water 
with optimal levels of fl uo-
ride strengthens your teeth 
against cavities.” 

Be picky if it’s sticky and 
watch out for starch. You 
might think dried fruit is a 
healthy choice, but raisins 
and dried cranberries often 
stick to your teeth, giving 
the bacteria in your mouth 
more time to feast on the 
natural sugars. Meanwhile, 
starchy foods like chips 
and cakes often get trapped 
between your teeth where 
cavities also form. “If you 
choose these foods, pair 
them with water, and make 

sure to brush and fl oss thor-
oughly,” said Dr. Price. 

Maintain your dental rou-
tine. Speaking of brushing 
and fl ossing, it’s important 
to keep up with your den-
tal care routine no matter 
what your diet looks like. 
That means brushing your 
teeth twice daily with fl uo-
ride toothpaste and cleaning 
between your teeth once a 
day. Choose dental products 
with the ADA Seal of Ac-
ceptance and see your den-
tist regularly for valuable 
checkups. Appointments 
can fi ll up fast, so schedule 
them far in advance to avoid 
delays. 

Timing matters. Instead 
of eating sweets on their 
own, pair them with meals 
or eat them shortly after 
mealtimes. During a meal, 
your mouth releases more 
saliva, which is another tool 
in the fi ght against tooth 
decay, canceling out acids 
and washing away food 
from teeth and gums. Sa-
liva also contains minerals 
to repair weakened teeth. 
For snacks between meals, 
choose a healthy option like 
fruit, vegetables or cheese. 
“If you fi nd yourself enjoy-
ing a sweet treat apart from 
a meal, chewing sugar-free 

gum with the ADA Seal of 
Acceptance after can in-
crease saliva and may help 
counter acidity,” said Dr. 
Price. 

Set a good example. It’s 
no surprise that most kids 
also want to enjoy a sweet 
treat now and then, but re-
member that cavities are 
the most common chronic 
childhood disease. Provide 
children with foods and 
drinks that are healthy and 
low in sugar, remind them 
about regular at-home den-
tal care, and set a good ex-
ample by modeling all the 
tips above. 

To learn more about 
how nutrition aff ects your 
teeth, visit MouthHealthy.
org/nutritionsimpact. For 
help keeping your child’s 
dental routine on track, 
visit MouthHealthy.org/cal-
endar to download a free 
12-month brushing and 
fl ossing calendar. 

“Making choices to keep 
your mouth healthy doesn’t 
stop you from enjoying 
good food,” said Dr. Price. 
“Finding a balance is key. 
Reset your routine to focus 
on healthy behaviors to ben-
efi t your dental and overall 
health.” 

HEALTH

Have a lung disease? Free 
support is available

Sugar intake tips to prevent cavities 

Home alone: Diffi culty breathing
By Vince Faust MA
Health Educator and Motivational Writer 
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COMMUNITY

In front of a packed house,  
The Central Mississippi Coali-
tion of Chapters of Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity, along with other 
sponsors proudly presented 
London Price in concert Sat-
urday, March 7, 2026, 7:00 PM 
at Duling Hall in Jackson. The 
concert was framed, “Summer 
Breeze in Mississippi.” 

Price, an emerging Gospel 

singer and songwriter is a senior 
at Murrah High School where he 
holds the title,  “Mr. Murrah. ”  
In addition to songwriting and 
producing, as a rising young 
artist  he has earned numerous 
awards.  He has  shared the stage 
with Jamal Roberts,  American 
Idol Season 23 winner 

Price’s mother Regina  at-
tended the concert and  told The 
Mississippi Link she was im-
mensely proud of her son, who 

celebrated his 18th birthday in 
February. When asked how she 
felt watching her son on stage 
she replied, “It was an awesome 
experience!”  She went on to say 
that  this was something he had 
wanted to do for some time and 
that  she and his father, Lanier 
Price, were blown away listen-
ing and watching him perform. 
“It’s as though he has been do-
ing this all his life,” she said. 

When asked what her son’s 

plans are after graduating from 
Murrah, Regina stated Landon 
is looking at several colleges 
and universities across the na-
tion with music programs. She  
stated that even though they are 
receiving calls from the enter-
tainment world, higher educa-
tion is  of the utmost importance 
and it is at the forefront of their 
decisions,  but they will weigh 
all options to determine what is  
best. 

Landon Price in 
concert “Summer 

Breeze Mississippi”

Making a Joyful Noise
Greater Mt. Calvary Gospel Choir Anniversary  •  Sunday, March 8  •  1400 Robinson Street, Jackson, Mississippi
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The Jackson State Univer-
sity community is mourning the 
loss of  Elayne Hayes-Anthony, 
Ph.D., a respected educator, 
communications leader, and 
former acting president of the 
university, who passed away 
this morning, March 5, 2026. 

Hayes-Anthony dedicated 
decades of service to advanc-
ing education, journalism and 
public communication in Mis-
sissippi and beyond. Known for 
her unwavering commitment to 
student success and academic 
excellence, she mentored count-
less aspiring journalists and 
communications professionals 
while helping strengthen JSU’s 
legacy as a leading historically 
Black university. 

“As we mourn the passing 
of Dr. Elayne Hayes-Anthony, 
we remember her career as she 
remained deeply committed to 
the success of our students and 
to the advancement of journal-
ism and media education at 
Jackson State,” said Interim 
President Denise Jones-Grego-
ry, Ph.D.  “Her leadership in the 
classroom, within her depart-
ment and across the institution 
helped shape generations of 
communicators and storytell-
ers. On behalf of the Jackson 
State University family, we ex-
tend our sincere condolences to 
her family, former students and 
colleagues.” 

A proud alumna of Jackson 
State, Hayes-Anthony earned 
both her bachelor’s degree in 
speech communication with an 
emphasis in broadcasting and a 
master’s degree in educational 
technology from the university. 
She later earned a doctorate in 
organizational communication 
and broadcast law from South-
ern Illinois University Carbon-
dale. 

Throughout her distinguished 
career, Hayes-Anthony held 
numerous leadership roles in 
higher education and public 

service. She served as profes-
sor and chair of the Department 
of Journalism and Media Stud-
ies at Jackson State University, 
prior to her death, and previ-
ously chaired the Department 
of Communications at Belhaven 
University for 17 years. 

In 2023, Hayes-Anthony was 
appointed acting president of 
Jackson State University, guid-
ing the institution during a piv-
otal period and continuing her 
long-standing commitment to 
the university’s mission of edu-
cating and empowering future 
leaders. 

Before her work in higher ed-
ucation administration, Hayes-
Anthony built a groundbreaking 
career in broadcast journalism. 
She made history as the fi rst 
Black woman to serve as an an-
chor, producer and reporter at 
WJTV Channel 12 in Jackson, 
Mississippi, helping open doors 
for women and people of color 
in the news industry. 

Her infl uence extended be-
yond the classroom and news-
room. Hayes-Anthony served 
as president of the Mississippi 
Association of Broadcasters, 
becoming the fi rst Black wom-
an and journalism educator to 
lead the organization. She also 
served as assistant superinten-
dent of communications for 
Jackson Public Schools and held 
numerous civic and professional 
leadership roles throughout the 
state. 

Hayes-Anthony was widely 
admired for her passion for 
teaching, her commitment to 
community engagement, and 
her tireless advocacy for jour-
nalism and ethical communica-
tion. 

She is survived by her hus-
band, Eddie Anthony; her 
son, Willard Anthony; and her 
grandson, Aiden Anthony. Fu-
neral arrangements will be an-
nounced by the family at a later 
date. 

Cadet Brigade Sergeant 
Major Jeremiah Rufus of Cal-
laway High School has been 
named the JPS District Cadet 
of the Year. He is the son of Lo-
retta Rufus. 

A standout leader and schol-
ar, Cadet Rufus maintains a 4.0 
GPA while setting the standard 
for excellence across the bat-
talion. He is an active member 
of the Drill Team, demonstrat-
ing discipline, precision, and 
a strong commitment to team-
work in both practice and com-
petition. 

Academically, Cadet Rufus 
excels while carrying an excep-
tionally rigorous course load 
that includes seven Advanced 
Placement courses, with two 
courses taken through Howard 
University. His willingness to 
challenge himself at the col-
legiate level while still in high 
school refl ects his ambition, 
maturity, and dedication to ex-
cellence. Known for his focus 
and strong work ethic, C/BDE 
SGM Rufus represents the very 
best of Callaway High School 
JROTC and is highly deserving 
of this distinguished recogni-

tion. 
He was selected during an 

awards ceremony held in Feb-
ruary 19 at the Mississippi 
eCenter, led by JROTC Direc-
tor Col. Fredrick Brown and 
Assistant Superintendent of 
High Schools Laketia Marshall 
Thomas. 

The Cadet of the Year pro-
gram recognizes outstanding 
11th-grade JROTC cadets from 
each of the district’s six high 
schools, inspiring excellence 
in both leadership and academ-
ics. These cadets then advance 
to compete at the district level 

for the title of JPS Overall Most 
Outstanding Cadet. 

The JROTC Cadets of the 
Year representing other JPS 
high schools are:

C/LTC Shamara Camper, 
Lanier Junior Senior High 
School

C/LTC Victoria Calvin, 
Murrah High School

C/LTC Khalyse Johnson, 
Forest Hill High School

C/MAJ Jon’Travis Alston, 
Jim Hill High School

C/LTC Kaitlynn Bingham, 
Provine High School

Jackson State University Ti-
gers Athletic Foundation met 
on Tuesday, March 3rd, JSU’s 
Day at the Capitol, with Sena-
tor Derrick T. Simmons who is 
a member of the foundation, to 
discuss the continued growth 
and support of athletics at the 
school. Part of their discussion 
was regarding the importance 
of community and legislative 
engagement in strengthening 
the university’s athletic pro-
grams.  

The offi  cers representing the 
foundation included Chairman 
Lindsey Horton, Vice Chair-
man Jesse Thompson and Trea-
surer,  Albert Leason. 

During Women’s His-
tory Month, Jackson Pub-
lic Schools proudly honors 
the life and legacy of Alice 
Harden (November 19, 1940 
– February 6, 2012), a devoted 
public servant and champion 
for education, equity, and the 
people of Mississippi.

Senator Harden served with 
distinction in the Mississippi 
Legislature, including her ten-
ure in the Mississippi State 
Senate, where she represented 
her Jackson-based district 

with passion and purpose. 
Throughout her legislative ca-
reer, she was widely respected 
for her unwavering advocacy 
for public education, working 
families, healthcare access, 
and economic opportunity.

Her accomplishments in-
clude:

· Serving on key legislative 
committees, including Educa-
tion and Public Health

· Advocating for increased 
funding and equitable resourc-
es for public schools

· Championing policies that 

supported working families 
and underserved communities

· Promoting access to 
healthcare and essential ser-
vices

· Being a consistent voice 
for justice, fairness, and op-
portunity at the State Capitol

Senator Harden’s leadership 
refl ected courage, integrity, 
and a deep love for her com-
munity. Her legacy contin-
ues to inspire our scholars to 
lead with purpose and to use 
their voices to create positive 
change.

Nissan believes in 
the power of education.

Celebrating 
20 years of service 
in the Greater 
Jackson Area.
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Shhhhhhhh.
It’s an old wives’ tale that 

that’s what librarians always say. 
Shhhhhhh, hush yourself, be si-
lent, don’t be so loud, no talking. 
Shhhhh, quiet is what makes a 
library appealing for many folks. 
As in the new book, “Shut Up 
and Read” by Jeannine A. Cook, 
though, the bookstore is where 
you can really make some noise.

She had no plans to live in 
Philadelphia.

But that’s where Jeannine 
Cook landed after she gradu-

ated high school – in Philly, in 
college, living in a “shell” of a 
house with occasional rats and 
junkies. She stayed, though, fell 
in love with the city of Broth-
erly Love, and made plans in 
the form of college essays. She 
wanted to do something good for 
her community, to teach youth, 
and put books in the hands of the 
people who needed to read.

As it’s been throughout her 
life, Cook was supported in this 
plan by “Aunties” and sister-
friends, and by “angels” who of-
ten appeared. She also appealed 
to her muse, Harriett Tubman, 

whose name graces Cook’s fi rst 
physical bookstore.

But Harriett’s didn’t happen 
easily.

Cook understood that she 
needed to own the building that 
housed her bookstore, and the 
owner fi nally decided to sell it 
to her. The closing took more 
time than expected; she was in 
Paris when purchase day came 
unexpectedly, so she had to 
fl y back home quickly to get it 
done. There were problems with 
construction workers, problems 
with stock and events and build-
ing additional bookstores in New 

Jersey and in Paris. Problems 
with safety, in the aftermath of 
George Floyd’s murder, and Bre-
onna Taylor’s murder, and the ri-
ots that followed.

There were times, she says, 
when she felt like she was 
drowning. Her mother had gone 
back to the Caribbean, her fa-
ther was dying (again), but Cook 
stayed the course.

She knew that books were the 
answer. That’s the mantra she 
said every day when she got out 
of bed: books would always be 
humanity’s salvation.

Go ahead, admit it: you need 

more books. And while you’re at 
it, you need this one.

“Shut Up and Read” is a sweet 
story with grit, determination, 
and magic. Anyone who’s ever 
looked for room on their calen-
dar and found none will iden-
tify with it. Anyone who’s ever 
dreamed larger than large will 
fi nd parallel in author Jeannine 
A. Cook’s words. If you’ve had 
a hero or two in mind when you 
launch a diffi  cult endeavor, this is 
your book. Struggled with your 
health and that of an aggrivating 
but much-loved family member, 
yep. Ever wondered how you’re 

going to get things done, uh-
huh. It’s all shared, novel-like, 
held together by coincidence and 
magic and heartbreak, surpris-
es, customer-service smiles, an 
“overground underground rail-
road,” literature, and an artifi cial 
leg named Lester.

Yeah, it’s everything you’re 
thinking, and there’s room for it 
on your shelf.

Hush little reader, here is your 
book. “Shut Up and Read” is so 
worth a look. And if opening a 
bookstore was ever a lure, this is 
a book that you’ll love for shhh-
hhh-ure.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
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WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON’S SOUL, 
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN 
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BOOK REVIEW:
SHUT UP AND READ: A MEMOIR SHUT UP AND READ: A MEMOIR 
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School Board Members Recognition Week
Hinds County School District proudly celebrates School Board Members Recognition Week. We honor our board’s 
leadership and service. Their commitment helps strengthen our schools and supports our scholars.

HINDS COUNTY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT WEEKLY UPDATE

www.themississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 15MARCH 12 - 18, 2026



Many will agree that the 
academic arena, Jackson State 
University, the City of Jackson, 
the State of Mississippi and 
beyond suffered a great loss 
March 5, 2026, with the earthly 
departure of Dr. Elayne Hayes-
Anthony, 72.

A devoted Jackson, Miss. 
native, Dr. Hayes-Anthony’s 
life and passion for making a 
positive difference in the lives 
of others and her community 
were rooted in the core of her 
existence. She would be the 
first to tell you that she ex-
isted to help and to serve. She 
served in “excellence” framed 
by “professionalism,”

Her deep-rooted principles 
and values were infectious 
– so much so that often her 
students, co-workers, faculty, 
staff and even friends would 
find themselves incorporating 
them into their own characters 
and careers. 

Several educators of whom 
she taught and mentored have 
commented that they have ad-
opted many of her pedagogic 
practices and classroom man-
agement skills.

“As an undergraduate, I re-
member how Dr. Anthony used 
to close the classroom door at 
start of Mass Communication 
Law, and class would start on 
time,” said Assistant Profes-
sor Don Spann of the Jackson 
State University Department 
of Journalism and Media Stud-
ies. If you were late, too bad.” 

As an assistant professor of 
public relations and journal-
ism at Mississippi Valley State 
University, I try to instill in 
my students the importance 
she taught us as journalism 
students of always having a 
pen and paper in our posses-
sion. Dr. Hayes-Anthony was 
a stickler for being prepared to 
learn and report. 

At the saddened news of her 
death, social media platforms 
were immediately flooded with 
posts and comments of fond 
memories and tributes to the 
history-making journalism 
trailblazer. 

The Mississippi Link decid-
ed to reach out to some of those 
who knew her most recently 
and more closely for their re-
flections, comments and trib-
utes. 

Tributes from Dr. Elayne 
Hayes-Anthony’s Faculty 
and Staff: 

“My fondest memory of Dr. 
Elayne Anthony is simply who 
she was to me — my mentor 
and my friend. She guided me 
with a steady hand and a lov-
ing heart, always believing in 
my potential. She opened the 
door to my first internship at 
WJTV 12 News and helped me 
find my place at WLBT 3 On 
Your Side.

“Dr. Anthony trusted me 
with opportunities at Bel-
haven University and Jackson 
State University that changed 
the course of my career as an 
adjunct professor. She never 
stopped supporting me and 
was always just one call away.

“I am heartbroken by her 

passing, but grateful I was able 
to say “I love you” one more 
time. Her influence lives on in 
everything I do.”  -- Galean 
Stewart-James (Adjunct Fac-
ulty)

*****
“My fondest memory of Doc 

would be every year on my 
birthday she always took me 
to lunch and that would be our 
chill time away from the office. 
We would always get her infa-
mous drink called the PAIN-
KILLER and just talk, talk and 
more talk. I will miss our daily 
conversations and text mes-
sages.” -- Always & Forever 
Your Exec Assistant, Tonya  
(JaTonya Jones, Executive 
Secretary)

*****
“Dr. Anthony defined what 

it meant to be a humanitari-
an while culminating a nurtur-
ing yet high regard for profes-
sionalism in academia, serving 
others, and having a holistic 
approach for equity and ex-
cellence in all endeavors. She 
is remarkably remembered 
for how she valued teamwork 
and individual contributions 
from those serving under her, 
and I will always cherish her 
infectious laugh, her commit-
ment to professional and per-
sonal development, and the 
enthusiasm she displayed to 
shape the learning experiences 
and career paths for our schol-
ars.” – CT Contrell D. Ter-
rell, College Success Advisor/
Department of Journalism & 
Media Studies

*****
“I was only seventeen when 

I met Dr. Anthony. As my de-
partment Chair, she was stern.  
Always about the business, 
she taught us to meet or beat 
“deadlines.”  It really MAT-
TERS in this business. You 
have to complete tasks on time. 
As a kid, I thought she was 
mean, but I now understand 
the importance of punctual-
ity, structure, and accountabil-
ity. Thanks, Doc.

I worked for iHeart Me-
dia for 16 years.  I remember 
she would ALWAYS bring her 
broadcast students to our facil-
ity on a spring field trip.  She 
encouraged them to ask vari-
ous questions about the indus-
try.  It seemed to give her great 
joy when she would tell them 
that I had been her student 
as well. And that I’d traveled 
the same path that eventually 

led to my success. Thanks, 
Doc.

As stern as she was, she 
also had a playful social 
side. While Acting President at 
JSU, I recall that she attended 
the 2nd Anniversary of THE 
SIPP-FM 88.5 on the Gibbs-
Green Plaza, and she actually 
danced with us.  She and I did 
the Wobble together!

She ALWAYS asked about 
my son, Jordan, who played 
running back for the JSU Ti-
gers from 2016-2020.  She was 
genuinely concerned about his 
success.  I assured her that he 
is doing well as a civil engi-
neer. Thanks to JSU.  Recently, 
I told her that he is engaged to 
be married, and that REALLY 
made her smile.  She loved to 
see young people become suc-
cessful! Especially those who 
attended Thee I Love. -- Nikki 
Dulaney- WJSU staff

*****
“There are so many fond 

memories spanning my more 
than 20-year relationship with 
Doc, but one stands out in a 
way I will never forget.

Early in my career, she 
helped open the door for me to 
get my first job in television. 
At the time, the new owners 
of Fox 40 and MYNetwork 
were preparing to hire a sea-
soned Creative Services Direc-
tor from Philadelphia with 25 
years of experience. Yet Doc 
believed in me a young, cre-
ative 30-year-old who had just 
returned to Mississippi after 
working in New York, but who 
had no broadcast television ex-
perience.

Because of the respect they 
had for Doc and Belhaven, the 
owners agreed to meet with 
me. The night before the in-
terview, Doc called and gave 
me advice that stayed with me 
forever: ‘Don’t focus on what 
you don’t know. Make them 
see how smart and creative you 
are. Make them have to say 
yes. You can learn the ins and 
outs of broadcasting.’

I walked into that room with 
her words in my spirit and by 
God’s grace, I wowed them. 
They never hired the veteran 
from Philadelphia. Years later, 
after I succeeded the owner and 
GM as General Manager of the 
WUFX station he owned, he 
said in his farewell speech that 
he would always be grateful to 
Dr. Anthony for introducing 
him to one of the best hires and 

mentorships of his career.
That was Doc...someone 

who saw potential, believed in 
it, and changed lives because 
of it. I will forever be grate-
ful that she believed in me.” -- 
Pervis Parker, General Man-
ager JSUTV/WJSU FM and 
The SIPP

*****
“Doc: I will miss the soft 

trace of your perfume in the 
hallway, your gentle smile, 
and your quiet footsteps col-
oring the office. Most of all, 
I’ll miss our door-side chats: 
you leaning against my door-
way, sometimes just to say 
hello, other times to problem 
solve, celebrate, or find a way 
forward. Each time, you were 
fully present. To every prob-
lem, you responded, “Let me 
handle it.” Now, we promise to 
carry forward that same steady 
resolve for one another and for 
the future of DJMS.To many, 
you were a leader; to us you 
were home.

Four years ago, you wel-
comed me to the department 
with open arms. The wisdom 
you shared has shaped me in 
more ways than I can name. 
I am forever grateful for your 
leadership, your warmth, and 
the quiet strength you carried 
into every room.

You will be deeply missed, 
Doc.” --  Dr. Jessica Love – 
DJMS Faculty

*****
“Dr. Anthony was not only 

a leader of our department but 
also a valued colleague and 
mentor. Through dedication to 
teaching, scholarship, and ser-
vice, she made a lasting contri-
bution to our academic com-
munity and supported the work 
of many faculty and students.

Beyond these accomplish-
ments, we will remember Dr. 
Anthony for her thoughtful-
ness, guidance, and commit-
ment to our department.

Dr. Anthony will be deeply 
missed. We extend our sincere 
condolences to her family and 
loved ones, and we remain 
grateful for the impact she had 
on all of us. Respectfully,” -- 
Dr. Arthur Chang – DJMS 
Faculty

*****
“I may have known you as a 

child, but I didn’t know you un-
til we united under the School 
of Journalism and Media Stud-
ies umbrella at JSU. What a 
pleasure and privilege it was 

being in the midst of such leg-
acy. Out of our countless en-
counters over the last decade, 
I’ll remember most how you 
never stopped fighting. The 
last time I saw you, you stood 
tall and proud entering the of-
fice and we chatted about poli-
tics and the state of the world. 
As you walked away, with Mr. 
Anthony right by your side, I 
remembered thinking, “Wow! 
She’s not going to let anything 
keep her from this place.”

Take your rest, Doc. -- Mer-
edith Hairston, Program 
Director WJSU FM & The 
SIPP FM

*****
“My memories of Dr. Elayne 

Hayes Anthony begin with a 
chance she took on a young, 
uncertain instructor.

In 2019, I was 26 years old 
and only a few months removed 
from completing my first mas-
ter’s degree at Louisiana State 
University when Anthony of-
fered me the opportunity to 
serve as an adjunct professor in 
the Department of Journalism 
and Media Studies at Jackson 
State University. I accepted the 
role with gratitude, but also 
with quiet nerves. I was not 
sure I was ready. Dr. Anthony 
never seemed to doubt it…

Years later, my final interac-
tion with Dr. Anthony became 
the moment I will cherish 
most. It was the first day for 
full-time professors to return 
to campus ahead of this semes-
ter. Classes were about a week 
away from starting when Mrs. 
Robinson knocked on my of-
fice door. ‘Professor Jackson,” 
Robinson said. ‘Doc wants to 
see you.’

The message made me un-
easy at first. I wondered if I had 
done something wrong. Still, I 
walked a few steps down the 
hall to Dr. Anthony’s office. As 
soon as she saw me, Anthony’s 
face lit up.

“Wilton, it is so good to see 
you,” she said. “I am so glad 
we have you on board this se-
mester.”

This semester, I joined the 
department as a full-time pro-
fessor, something I had worked 
toward and hoped would hap-
pen for years. I thanked her 
and gave her a hug. She told 
me she was proud of me. She 
asked how I was doing, how 
my parents were doing as well 
as if I was prepared to teach 
this semester, in true Dr. An-

thony fashion. And, as she of-
ten did, she reminded me how 
proud my aunt, the late Sen. 
Alice Harden, would be to see 
where I was. The conversation 
was brief, but meaningful. It 
was the last time I saw her.

Dr. Anthony, thank you for 
giving a 26-year-old postgrad-
uate student the chance to step 
into a classroom and teach. 
Your expectations pushed us to 
be better educators and better 
mentors…Rest well. You will 
be missed.” -- Wilton Charles 
Jackson II- Faculty DJMS

*****
“I met Dr. Anthony my 

freshman year at Jackson State 
University as a work study stu-
dent within the department. 
Years later in 2012, we recon-
nected when she hired me as 
an Adjunct Faculty at Belhav-
en University, and in 2015, she 
and I began working together 
at Jackson State University. 
Doc was one, my mentors, she 
helped molded me into the Pro-
fessor I am today. I will for-
ever be grateful for her and the 
friendship we established over 
the years.” -- Don Spann – As-
sistant Professor DJMS

*****
Tributes and Comments 

From others: 
“More than 40 years ago, 

I became a student at THEE 
Jackson State University. I 
wanted to become a print jour-
nalist. I met Dr. Elayne Hayes 
Anthony. The rest is history. 
From my first byline in the Blue 
& White Flash to my decision 
to leave journalism to pursue 
a career in law, Dr. Anthony 
was always there pushing me 
forward. Dr. Anthony loved 
her family, her church, THEE 
Jackson State University and 
Delta Sigma Theta, Inc. (Delta 
Pi Chapter). And we loved her 
back. Good bye for now my 
friend. Take your rest! – Attor-
ney Lisa Ross, Jackson, Miss. 

*****
“Dr. Elaine Hayes-Anthony 

inspired me to pursue graduate 
work. Had it not been for her 
encouragement and profession-
alism, I would not have earned 
my graduate degrees. She 
epitomized professionalism 
and academic excellence in 
her teaching and mentorship of 
me during my tenure at Jack-
son State. She will always be 
my role model.” -- Dr. Robert 
Franklin, KCSM-FM Station 
Manager, San Mateo, Calif. 

Remembering a journalism 
trailblazer who shaped generations
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MS Link Publisher, Jackie Hampton, NNPAF Scholarship Chair (center) presents a $1000 
cash scholarship to Jeremy Anderson (lt)  on behalf of The National Newspaper Publishers 
Association Foundation for the 2015-2016 school year at The Mississippi Link office located 
in Jackson, 2659 Livingston Road.  Dr. Elayne J. Hayes-Anthony, Director, JSU Mass Com-
munications  was there for the presentation. PHOTO BY AYESHA K. MUSTAFAA, FORMER EDITOR Hayes-Anthony named director of JSU Mass Communications, January 30, 2015


