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A Conversation with
Kamala Harris 1n
Jackson, Mississipp1

By James Hampton lll
Guest Writer

On January 14th, 2026, the
newly renovated Thalia Mara
Hall in downtown Jackson, MS
hosted its first event post re-
opening, “A Conversation with
Kamala Harris”. The 49th vice
president who was also the first
African American and first wom-
an in United States history to hold
that position, visited The City
with Soul as part of a national
book tour promoting her current
best-selling memoir, 107 Days.
The title of the book is a reference
to her historically short-yet-dy-
namic presidential campaign as
the Democratic Candidate after
Biden’s withdrawal in 2024. Peo-
ple arrived to the 7:00 PM event
two hours early. Those who had
purchased special Meet and Greet
tickets were allowed into the au-
ditorium and backstage where
they got their books signed and
took photographs with the former
vice-president while the rest of
the audience waited in the lobby
some chatting excitedly, some en-
joying refreshments, and others
just taking in the ambiance of the
upgraded yet still classy venue.

The auditorium doors opened
to all ticket holders around 6:50
PM and with a few mix-ups here
and there people were able to find
their assigned seats. The house
lights dimmed and the event
moderator, Jackson’s own, Rita
Brent, came from behind the
curtain to enthusiastic applause.
Moments later after a pithy in-
troduction Kamala Harris strode
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Jackson Mayor John Horhn delivers formal
apology to civil rights 1con Hezekiah Watkins

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Mayor John Horhn delivered a
formal public apology on behalf
of the City of Jackson to civil
rights icon Hezekiah Watkins
during the Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Prayer Breakfast Cel-
ebration, this week, at Greater
Bethlehem Temple Church. The
apology acknowledged the harm
Watkins suffered as a 13-year-
old when he was wrongfully ar-

Watkins
Continued on page 3
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35th Annual Dr. M.L.K., Jr.

Prayer Breakfast echoes the
long, unfinished fight for
social justice and equality

Mayor John Horhn, honoree Hezekiah Watkins, Judah School of
Performing Arts, and Amber Jones, Director.

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer

The third Monday in Janu-
ary — Martin Luther King Jr.
Day — is a federal holiday in
the United States. The life
and legacy of King, one of
the most influential leaders
of the American Civil Rights
Movement, is honored on
this day. Many who remem-
ber the trials and triumphs
of the movement and many
who had not been born but
had learned about the unrest
during that time, attended
the annual event held at
Greater Bethlehem Temple
Church’s Family Life Center.
This year marked thirty-five
years.

The crowd was a mixture
of Hinds County Legislators,
corporate partners, commu-
nity service organizations,
faith leaders, business lead-
ers, professional leaders, stu-
dents, and residents. Healing
America from its sickness
of social injustice and rac-
ism under God’s guidance
was the dominant theme that
glued all together. Drawing
on this theme, they remind-
ed this writer of Matthew 7:
24-27, where Jesus compares
those who hear and put His
words to practice to a wise
man who built his house on
a rock, able to withstand
storms, while those who hear
but don’t act are like a fool-
ish man whose house built
on sand lacks foundation and
collapses.

Senator Hillman Frazier
- Mississippi State Senate,
District 27 — mentioned,
“We’re here because of the
prayers of the righteous
people.” He urged those in
attendance to think about
Dr. King and “all that he
has done for us.” He noted
that the fight against princi-
palities and against efforts to
close HBCUs must continue.

Representative Grace But-
ler-Washington — Mississip-
pi House of Representatives,
District 69 — voiced that Dr.
King helped move America
closer to a deeper purpose.
She called for recommitment
to build the dreamer’s legacy
with “renewed courage to
believe that change is pos-
sible if we work together.”
Denoting John 15:12, the
speaker emphasized the need
for love: “This is my com-

mandment, that you love one
another as I have loved you.”
This is “a sacrificial, selfless

love.”

Rev. James Shoulders
— Pastor, Rising Sun Mis-
sionary  Baptist  Church

— approached the podium
praising and thanking God
for the gift of the day. Dur-
ing his opening prayer, he
asked God to, “Make us
good stewards as we cele-
brate Dr. King and others. In
our search for the promised
land, we lift you up God.”
The pastor prayed for those
in the community who live
on edge and without a place
to sleep. He also called for
parents and others to work
with children to reach their
full potential and to wel-
come strangers who will be-
come friends.

The Honorable John Ho-
rhn, Mayor of the City of
Jackson, stated that he be-
lieved that Dr. King would
be pleased to see the strides
that have been made since he
led the Civil Rights Move-
ment. Despite this claim, the
mayor contended that Dr.
King would call for more
community service. “We
ought to commit ourselves to
doing just a little bit more,”
he charged.

“Dr. King said the time is
always right to do the right
thing. He fought for racial
equality all his life. He stood
for social justice and peace-
ful protest. May his legacy
live forever,” stated Robert
Graham, Hinds County, Dis-
trict 1 Supervisor.

Then HBCU leaders rose
to the occasion. Dr. Johnny
M. Moore, President, Rust
College, was optimistic
when he emphasized that the
power needed to change the
status quo was within the
room. “Each person present
must keep fighting. Keep
writing. Keep dancing. Keep
protesting. Keep smiling.”

Maxine Greenleaf — Vice
President of Marketing, &
Communications — Alcorn
State University, asserted
that the university and oth-
er HBCUs “have stood the
test of time and have trans-
formed our people in ways
unimaginable.” She main-
tained that for progress to
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~ Whose job is it to teach your
children about financial literacy

By Tim C. Lee
CEO & Founder of TCL Financial & Tax Services

Many times, adults
have said to me, “Tim,
if I knew then what I
know now, my life
would be totally dif-
ferent financially.”

Periodically, 1 will
receive a phone call
from a listener of my radio broadcast
stating, “Tim, I wish I would have
known earlier in my life what you just
talked about on your radio show.”

On many occasions when I am hav-
ing a financial counseling session with
either a single individual or a married
couple, I hear the words, “Tim, I wish
the advice you are giving now would
have been taught to me in school.”

Ironically, I have never heard some-
one express to me, “Tim, I wish my
parents would have taught me as a
child about banking, finances, money,
etc.

The number one influence on a
child is consistently reported to be
their parents. For this reason, I strong-
ly recommend that these fundamental
topics be taught early to children by
their parents.

When it pertains to educating your
children about financial literacy, I
suggest you teach them these five

principles.

1) Earn: Personally, I do not be-
lieve in parents giving children an al-
lowance. Indirectly, you are teaching
them that money is consistently and
randomly given to you without earn-
ing it. Instead, my recommendation is
to create a Weekly Chore List. On this
list, you will layout all of the chores
around the house that your child can
do to earn money. Next to each chore,
have an amount they will earn once
the task is completed and verified by
you. Such items can include, cleaning
bathroom(s), cutting the grass, doing
laundry, dusting, mopping, sweep-
ing, vacuuming, washing dishes, tak-
ing out trash, etc. Due to them being
a part of the family and living rent
free, I suggest placing tasks on the list
that must be completed by them each
week with no pay involved. If these
non-pay tasks are not done, then they
do not get paid for the other tasks they
completed. Cleaning their bathroom,
cleaning their bedroom, and mak-
ing their bed are just a few examples
that could fall in this category. When
creating this Weekly Chore List, you
want to make the amount they earn per
task, and the maximum amount they
will earn per week age appropriate. A
child that is 10 years old should not
be given $50 per week for performing
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duties on this list. In my opinion, $10
is more appropriate.

2) Save: Once your child has earned
their money for the week, you then
want to teach them how to save. You
want them to understand the concept
of, “Pay yourself first.” I recommend
you open a savings account for them
at a local bank or credit union. Each
week as they get paid, have them
deposit a minimum of 10 percent of
their money earned. In addition to
making these weekly deposits, you
want to teach them how to log in
each transaction to balance their led-
ger. Once your child is of mature age
and responsible, in addition to having
them a savings account, obtain them
a checking account with a debit card
attached to it. Balancing this account
after each transaction should also be a
requirement.

3) Spend: Teach your children how
to responsibly spend the money they
have earned. I do not recommend
that the moment the child gets paid
and make their minimum 10 percent
deposit, they spend the rest of their
money within hours and/or days.
They need to be taught how to bud-
get and ration their money to last until
the next pay period. Children should
also be taught how to gradually save
money over time for things they can

not afford at that moment. As a par-
ent, you do not want to form a habit of
buying your children items they want
at the time with the expectations that
they will pay you back from their fu-
ture earnings. Following that method
is indirectly teaching them about bor-
rowing money, impulse buying, and
using credit.

4) Invest: This category might
sound complicated, but to keep it
simple, investing can be described as
earning interest and/or a rate of return
on the principle of your money. At a
very young age, you want to teach
your children about entrepreneurship,
real estate, the stock market. From my
experience, once introduced to these
topics, children are eager and excited
to learn more.

5) Give: You want to teach your
children to have a philanthropist
mindset. Not just with their money,
but with their time as well. Teaching
them early to give a portion of their
money and time to local charities,
nonprofit organizations, their place of
worship, etc. is a great way to instill
in them characteristics of a humani-
tarian.

Experts and studies show that it
takes an average of 21 days to form
a habit. If that is the case, then teach-
ing your children these five principles

early in life through adulthood will
instill in them more than just a habit.
Essentially, you are teaching them a
way of life.

Some parents might ask themselves,
“How can I teach my children what I
do not know, and how can I teach my
children what I was not taught by my
parents?”

My suggestion for these parents is
to educate yourself and your children
using books, Financial Advisors, Fi-
nancial Coaches, the internet, pod-
cast, seminars, etc. on topics relating
to financial literacy, as well as these
five principles.

Once your children are taught and
grasp these principles pertaining to fi-
nancial literacy, it will become second
nature for them to instill and teach
these philosophies to their children,
and so on.

So who will break the cycle? Will
it be you?

Tim C. Lee is the CEO & Founder
of TCL Financial & Tax Services, and
the host of “The TCL Show” that airs
every Monday from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00
p.m. CST on WMPR 90.1 FM in Jack-
son, MS. This is the show that is about
“You, Life, and Money.” You can e-
mail Tim at timclee@TCLFinancial-
TaxServices.com
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Harris

Continued from page 1

onto the stage. The audience rose to give a standing ovation while the
chorus of “On My Mama” by Victoria Monét played over the speak-
ers. But just as things began to settle down Brent introduced another
special guest, City of Jackson Mayor John Horhn who came out and
presented Kamala Harris with the key to the city. The woman of the
hour graciously thanked the Mayor and the people of Jackson while
expressing why it was so important for her to come to Jackson. She
said, “America’s history was made in Jackson,” listing such examples
as “the Freedom Riders” (whose willingness to fill the jails in Jack-
son, MS, and even the State Penitentiary in Parchman, MS in 1961
provided the catalyst for the outlawing of racial discrimination in
interstate bus transit), “Medgar Evers” (famous Civil Rights leader,
legend, and martyr) and the “students of Tougaloo College” (refer-
ring perhaps to “The Tougaloo 9’ and/or other history-making alums
from that well-known Institution of Higher Learning). After express-
ing how honored she was by the gesture from the City of Jackson,
Harris and Brent sat down again to begin the conversation that over
2000 people had filled the Thalia Mara Hall to hear.

The people were not disappointed. En masse audible vocalizations
like “hmm” and “mm-hmm” demonstrated audience engagement
during the discussion. A great number of audience members could
be seen leaning forward attentively, many nodding in agreement at
various points of the interview. Often Harris’ comments brought on
spontaneous applause. Brent, a nationally known comedian, slid in
humorous comments here and there that helped keep things light. And
even Harris got multiple laughs, once by mentioning pot-holes when
talking about the importance of voting in local elections as well as
national ones.

The roughly one-and-a-half-hour discussion was wide-ranging.
The former vice-president talked about her experiences in Jackson
earlier that day. She spoke about visiting local community organiza-
tion, “Springboard to Opportunities”. She spoke about meeting with

a local woman, a young mother of three who she had accompanied
on a grocery-shopping trip to Save-A-Lot to learn about the woman’s
struggles to feed her children and herself on a meager income. The
woman felt neglected by people interested in how the U.S. economy
is doing who had no interest in how people like herself were doing.
Which led the politician/author into a discussion of what she per-
ceives as an explicit anti-empathy stance held by the current president
and those occupying high roles of leadership around him. “They will
say that they believe that empathy is a sign of weakness,” she told the
crowd. She contrasted that idea with her own belief that, “Empathy is
the strength of a leader.”

She also talked about voters feeling empowered while never aban-
doning morals and principles and everything that faith teaches about
what is right and good. She also spoke about racially-targeted mis-
information and disinformation. She answered a question about the
political impact “greek organizations” with reference to “the Divine
Nine”. She spoke about grieving the loss of her mother to cancer. Her
mother, an activist, a scientist, and advocate, was a huge influence on
the former U.S. Senator’s life. She spoke about grieving her mother’s
loss being “the other side of the coin” of being blessed with her in the
first place. And she compared that grief to the grief she felt for the
nation upon hearing the results of the 2024 U.S. Presidential election.

During the audience questions portion of the conservation, 6th
Grade Class President, Penelope, asked about being a good leader,
and received encouragement and positive advice about listening to
the people you represent and prioritizing the problems to solve based
on what you hear from them. Including that one, Harris, aka Madam
Vice-President, answered multiple questions from the audience. In
answer to another “leadership” question from the audience, this time
from Nehemiah Hicks, she encouraged him to be empowered if ever
he finds himself bringing diversity to any environment that would be
all the poorer for his absence.

MLK Breakfast
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Continued from page 1

occur, intellectual truth and loving action are needed. She backed
up her claim with a quote by Dr. King: “One day we will learn that
the heart can never be totally right if the head is totally wrong.”
Dr. Donzell Lee, President, Tougaloo College, viewed students’
matriculation as the key to their success. “Their degrees,” he said,
“are tools for transformation.” The work behind those degrees
is instilled within. He then appealed to those present to not only
serve, but “to serve with humility,” a significant link to progress.
Horhn injected a long, overdue appreciation to civil rights ac-
tivist Hezekiah Watkins, who was 13-years-old in 1961 when he
(a peaceful protestor) was treated as a criminal, taken into cus-
tody from the bus station, held by police, and sent to Parchman
(Mississippi State Penitentiary). “He should never have carried
the fear and humiliation that came with being sent to Parchman at

13-years-old.”

Several faith representatives came with offerings of prayer. Pas-
tor Robert Berry, Jr. (Word of Life Poindexter) gave gratitude to
God and asked Him to bless gifts for His glory. In essence, the
pastor appealed to the Father to enable people in the city, state,
and nation — as they come into the knowledge and truth of what
America may be - to do the work that He instilled in them for the
good of humanity.

The Rev. James Edwards (Rosemont Missionary Baptist Church)
called for people to return to God for healing and restoration. He
further called for leadership to run their race with integrity and
truth for living quiet and peaceful lives. Forging ahead, Edwards
offered thanks for a peaceful day to come.

The Rev. Anne Maxwell, Priest, St. Andrew’s Episcopal Cathe-

dral, prayed for the future by asking God for humility, honesty
without bitterness, and courage while remembering Dr. King’s
words, “I have decided to stick to love. Hate is too great a burden
to bear.” The priest ended her prayer with a charge to the audi-
ence, “Ask what makes you come alive, and go do that because
what the world needs is people to come alive. [Be] a dreamer [and
make] communities whole with discipline, integrity, accountabil-
ity, and compassion.”

The Rev. Robert Fortson, Sr., pastor of Greater Bethlehem
Temple Church, during his remarks and closing, prayed for God
to continue to provide provisions. Along with that, the shepherd
asked that God would enable His children “to strive to be what
You will have them to be.”

Audience reads litany, Dream Keepers.

Watkins

Pastor Robert Berry, Jr. - Word of Life Poindexter

Representative Earle S. Banks presides.

Continued from page 1

rested in Jackson during the Civil Rights Movement and sent to
Mississippi State Penitentiary at Parchman.

Watkins, often recognized as Mississippi’s youngest Freedom
Rider, was arrested at the Greyhound bus station in 1961 and trans-
ported to Parchman, where he was held on death row alongside
adults, despite being a child. In the decades since, he has become a
powerful voice for truth and reconciliation, sharing his story with
visitors and students at the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum and
serving his community as a longtime businessman and neighbor-
hood leader.

“Today, the City of Jackson publicly acknowledges that what
happened to Mr. Hezekiah Watkins as a child was wrong,” said Ho-
rhn. “He should never have been treated as a criminal for walking

into a bus station in his own city, and he should never have carried
the fear and humiliation that came with being sent to Parchman
at 13 years old. Yet instead of allowing that trauma to harden his
heart, Mr. Watkins turned his pain into purpose. Jackson is a better
city because he chose to tell the truth, to teach our young people,
and to keep believing in the possibility of a more just Mississippi.”

The apology builds on previous recognition from Horhn, includ-
ing a proclamation declaring “Hezekiah Watkins Day” last year in
honor of his courage, his work in civil and human rights, and his
decades of community service in Jackson.

In accepting the apology, Watkins reflected on both the injustice
he faced and his hope for future generations.

“I cannot forget what happened to me as a young boy, but I have

never let it stop me from loving this city or from telling my story,”
he said. “To receive this apology in my lifetime means a great deal,
not just for me, but for every child who has ever felt that the sys-
tem was stacked against them. My prayer is that Jackson will keep
moving toward truth, toward justice, and toward a future where no
young person has to go through what I went through.”

“Dr. King reminded us that greatness is found in service and that
we are called to be drum majors for justice,” Horhn said. “By hon-
oring Mr. Watkins and telling the truth about what he endured, we
take a step toward the kind of city and state Dr. King envisioned.
There is more work to do, and the City of Jackson is committed to
doing that work.”
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HINDS COUNTY SCHOOL
DISTRICT WEEKLY UPDATE

READING FAIR HELD AT GARY ROAD INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

Gary Road Intermediate

School recently hosted its annual
Reading Fair, which featured
strong student participation

and enthusiastic competition
across grade levels. The event
highlighted students’ creativity,
comprehension, and love for
reading.

Congratulations to the Reading
Fair winners listed below. These
students will represent Gary Road
Intermediate School at the district
Reading Fair later this month.
Reading Fair Winners

3rd Grade Fiction: The Mystery
of the Haunted House — Miguel
Raso-Calderon (Stewart)

3rd Grade Nonfiction: Salt in His
Shoes — Kyson Sulton (Booten)
4th Grade Fiction: Sticks and
Stones — Araja Harrison (Lamb)
4th Grade Nonfiction: Becoming
Muhammad Ali — Carter Davis
(Harvey)

5th Grade Fiction: Diary of a
Wimpy Kid: Party Pooper —
Davis Nicholson (Austin)

5th Grade Nonfiction: To the Top
of the World — Zoey

Gary Road Intermediate School
commends all participants for
their hard work and dedication
and wishes the winners continued
success at the district level.
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Hope in Life Worship Center dedicates
opening of their new sanctuary

By Pastor Erica Kimbrough
New Zion Baptist Church

On Sunday, January 18, 2026,
members and friends of Hope in
Life Worship Center gathered
for a dedication service mark-
ing the official opening of their
new sanctuary at 903 St. Louis
Street, Jackson, MS. 39203.

The dedication service cel-
ebrated the culmination of 8
years of prayer, planning, and
faith. Church leaders described
the building not only as a place
of worship but as a center for
ministry, outreach, and com-
munity engagement.

The service was led by Rev.
Dr. Jonathan T. Phillips, the
pastor of Dr. Barbara D. Green,
who emphasized the spiritu-
al purpose of the dedication.
“This building is set apart for
the glory of God and the service
of God’s people,” Dr. Barbara
D. Green said. “It stands as a
testimony to faith, persever-
ance, and unity.”

The ceremony included scrip-
ture readings, congregational

A hug of love and appreciation from Dr. Barbara D. Green to Pastor Erica

Kimbrough

worship, a prayer of dedication,
and remarks from church lead-
ership. Special recognition was
given to ministry leaders, vol-
unteers, and community part-
ners who supported the project
from its inception.

Founded in 2017, Hope in
Life Worship Center has served
the community through wor-
ship services, outreach min-
istries, and educational pro-
grams. The new facility will

allow the church to expand its
ministries, host community
events, and better serve fami-
lies in the area.

The dedication concluded
with a call to continued ser-
vice, reminding attendees that
the true mission of the church
extends beyond the building it-
self.

Hope in Life Worship Cen-
ter invites the community to
join weekly worship services

Charity FGB church preaching the
church dedication service.

Sundays at 10:00 am. For more
information, visit www.hopein-
lifeworshipcenter.com.

“The gift of this building to
Pastor Barbara Green and her
congregation from Pastor Erica
Kimbrough, New Zion Baptist
Church, is a living testament
to the faithfulness of our God.
It reminds us that when we are
willing to labor in the shadows
and wait on the Lord, He will
eventually open doors that no

Dr. Jonathan T. Phillips, Pastor Joshua Myers, Pastor Willie J. Berry, Dr.
Barbara D. Green, Pastor Jerry Kelly Jr. and Pastor Erica Kimbrough.

man can shut. I celebrate Pas-
tor Green’s heart for the King-
dom and this beautiful new
chapter for her congregation,”
said Pastor Audrey Hall, Senior
Pastor, Holy Temple Baptist
Church

“For more than ten years, |
(this writer) had the honor of
serving as pastor in this build-
ing, and I do not take lightly the
responsibility God placed in my
hands. When the time came, |

knew the Lord was leading me
to turn this building over to
Hope In Life Worship Center.
God blessed me with steward-
ship over this space, and He
then allowed me to bless an-
other woman of faith with it. I
am confident this church and
this building are in good hands,
and I look forward to seeing
how God continues to use this
ministry to impact lives and the
community.”

An open letter to
Legislative Democrats
and allies fighting for

Mississippi Taxpayers the
pawns of corporate welfare

Welfare to those that don t need it. Everyday Mississippians continue to suffer.

public education

By Derrick T. Simmons
Senate Minority Leader

The night before Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. was assassinated, he delivered what
many have called one of his greatest speech-
es. In the weight of that historical moment,
knowing the danger before him, Dr. King
spoke with clarity, courage, and conviction.
It was not only a powerful address; it was
one of the most consequential moments in
the ongoing fight for democracy itself.

In that speech, Dr. King urged us to give
ourselves fully to the struggle. He warned
that nothing would be more tragic than to
stop at this point, to retreat just as justice
comes into view. He called on us to see the
work through to the end and to develop what
he described as a “dangerous unselfishness”
in service of the common good.

That charge speaks directly to where we
stand today.

The fight before us, thinly veiled as so-
called “school choice” is not merely a pol-
icy disagreement. It is a moral test. It is a
struggle over whether we will continue to
invest in public education as the bedrock of
our democracy, or whether we will allow
it to be weakened, divided, and drained of
the resources our children and communities
deserve.

Dr. King also reminded us of the parable
of the Good Samaritan. He said that too of-
ten the first question we ask is, “If I stop to
help this man, what will happen to me?”” But
the Good Samaritan reversed the question
and instead asked, “If I do not stop to help
this man, what will happen to him?”

That is the question before us now.

This fight cannot be measured by po-
litical risk, personal comfort, or temporary
backlash. It must be measured by the conse-
quences of inaction by what happens to our
public schools, our communities, and our
children if we fail to act.

Let the record reflect this truth: every
single Legislative Democrat, joined by our
allies for public education, stood united in
support of the continued success of Missis-
sippi’s public schools. We stood for teachers.
We stood for students. We stood for parents.
And we stood for communities that depend
on strong, fully funded, and equitable pub-
lic education, not privatization schemes that
pick winners and losers while leaving too
many children behind.

We are here to help our public schools.

We are here to strengthen our communi-

Simmons

ties.

And we are here to fight for all of our chil-
dren, every child, in every zip code, without
exception.

This struggle is not over. But history re-
minds us that progress has never belonged
to those who quit when the pressure mount-
ed.

So, we will not give up.

We will not retreat.

And we will not abandon this fight half-
way through.

Instead, we will see it through to the end,
with courage, unity, and a dangerous un-
selfishness that places children over profit,
communities over convenience, and justice
over expediency.

Public education remains one of the most
powerful instruments of democracy ever
created. Defending it is not optional. It is
our responsibility.

And together, we will continue this
work—steadfast and unshaken—until the
promise of public education is protected not
just for today, but for generations to come.

In solidarity and determination,

In never giving up,

In a dangerous unselfishness for others,
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Derrick T. Simmons
Senate Minority Leader
Mississippi Senate

By Christopher Young
Contributing Writer

Their game is simple and hides in
plain sight — just one of the many af-
fronts that keep Mississippi on the
bottom. An endless list of Missis-
sippi governors talking smack about
welfare in our state and doing what-
ever they can to dog-whistle African
Americans in the process. They are
not the first, the welfare queen rheto-
ric rose to plain view in Ronald Rea-
gan’s campaign for president. Gov-
ernor Reeves continues the tradition
through both words and actions:
declaring April as Confederate Heri-
tage Month, endorsing the Critical
Race Theory bill, not hiring or pro-
moting African Americans to lead
state agencies when in most cases he
has that power.

A year ago, while touting the
state’s success in attracting econom-
ic investment in his State of the State
Address, Reeves said, “America is
over $36 trillion in debt. Changes
will be coming to Medicaid. We
can’t have welfare expansion (as if
Medicaid and welfare are the same
thing). Now is not the time to expand
welfare in our state. It’s the worst
possible time to do it. Afterall, why
would we change course and sprint
left when so many things are hap-
pening here as a result of our conser-
vative policies.”

Reeves talks about the national
debt, but he certainly never speaks
of Mississippi’s own indebtedness,
which sources estimate between
$6.5 and 14.17 billion — not counting
the Mississippi’s Public Employees’
Retirement System (PERS) indebt-
edness of $26 billion. S&P Global,
one of the largest credit rating agen-
cies, rates Mississippi as AA (Nega-
tive Outlook) citing “persistent weak
economic and demographic trends,
as well as risks from phased-in in-
come tax reductions.”

During Reeve’s tenure as gover-
nor, now in his sixth year, billions of
taxpayer dollars have been invested
in economic development projects. If
there was a throughline to reducing
poverty it would be one thing, but we
remain the poorest state in the coun-
try. Reeves’ point-man is Bill Cork,
Executive Director of the Missis-
sippi Development Authority. At an
event in August 2025, the Magnolia
Tribune wrote that Cork told the au-
dience, “Much of the recruiting strat-

Governor Reeves delivering the State
of the State address January 29,
2025. PHOTO: CHRISTOPHER YOUNG.

egy must remain a state secret. [ can’t
go too in-depth about our strategies
because our competitors are watch-
ing. I will say that our approach to
attracting investment centers around
relationships, responsiveness and re-
sults. When our team is presenting
Mississippi to a company, we lead
with credible data and deliver with
results.”

What is not said aloud is that com-
panies like Aurora Flight Sciences —
they design, build, and fly advanced
aircraft - a wholly owned subsidiary
of Boeing — is that they don’t need
Mississippi taxpayer money, but if
we’re giving it away, sure, why not.
The AFS website shows a photo of
their leadership team which is 100
percent white. Boeing appears to be
worth $193 billion, and gets enticed
to Columbus, Mississippi, with lay-
ers of our taxpayer money. Another
example, Anduril Industries is a pri-
vate defense technology company
with an estimated value of $66 billion
and a 15-member leadership team -
based on their website, one may be
Asian. They are coming to Stone
County, Mississippi, flush with our
tax money. Another is Amazon Web
Services (AWS) coming to Madison
and Warren counties. As a segment
of Amazon, it brought in $100 billion
in 2024, coaxed to Mississippi with a
secret recruiting strategy equating to
free money.

You don’t have to dig too far to
find the secret sauce details of Mis-
sissippi’s grandiose corporate wel-
fare. Reeve’s deceitfully talks to the
public about these investments in
millions of dollars, but it’s billions.
A combination of tax credits, grants,
loans, and exemptions; especially in
low-income areas of the state. Then
there is the site development, and
workforce development including
customized training and what they
call a talent pipeline. Combine all

Bill Cork, Executive Director, Missis-
sippi Development Authority. PHOTO:
MAGNOLIA TRIBUNE, AUGUST 11, 2025.

these freebies with low red tape and
the second lowest in the nation’s cost
of living, and you can see why these
companies are coming here. All on
the backs of Mississippi’s taxpayers.
Who are the real welfare recipients in
Mississippi?

State leadership has a responsi-
bility to improve things, not further
imperil our population. They turn
the old saying, “if it ain’t broke, don’t
fix it,” on its head. In Mississippi we
have a lengthy history of falling to
our knees and begging companies
to come here, and then when they do
come, they don’t deliver. Significant
documentation exists showing where
state aid (corporate welfare) has been
stopped when companies fail to meet
their investment obligations and job
creation promises. Do you think the
jobs that do come allow for equal
employment representation along ra-
cial and gender lines? And wouldn’t
it be impressive if Reeves actually
admitted why he has to beg.

We're still poor. We're still deeply
in debt. We're now gradually cut-
ting away a major source of our
state income by eliminating income
tax, even as we empty the coffers
into economic development. In the
words of a Republican state legisla-
tor, speaking to The Mississippi Link
newspaper on the condition of ano-
nymity, “it’s very frustrating. They
don’t bother telling you that it will
take Mississippi 20-30 years to be
made whole by any one of these eco-
nomic development projects.”

The theft of TANF funds, orches-
trated by state leaders and their ap-
pointees, which has resulted in a
$100 million dollar demand for re-
turn to the federal government, is a
drop in the bucket compared to the
latest wave of corporate welfare —
always perpetrated by white people
who insinuate African Americans
are the cause of our welfare state.
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How soaring costs are
reshaping health care access

In partnership with American Community Media — National Briefing Series

By Christopher Young
Contributing Writer

One out of every five dollars
spent in the US is related to
health care, according to a new
KFF study. Health care expen-
ditures are now 18 percent of
America’s GDP. Costs are ex-
pected to rise further as Afford-
able Care Act enhanced premi-
um tax credits expires. As open
enrollment ends this week in
many states, millions of Ameri-
cans enrolled in ACA plans
have signed on to monthly pre-
miums at double the cost. Four
million people are expected to
drop out of health insurance
coverage entirely. And small
businesses are scrambling to
insure their employees even as
premiums sharply rise.

Sunita Sohrabji, Health Edi-
tor at American Community
Media and co-producer of the
National Briefing Series, led the
discussion by three expert pan-
elists focused on the factors be-
hind the high cost of coverage
and care, including pharmaceu-
ticals, and elicited their options
for addressing the widening gap
in health care access. Over 70
media outlets from around the
globe participated in the brief-
ing, which is the first in a three-
part series on affordability.

Sohrabji  introduced the
panelists and asked Anthony
Wright, Executive Director,
Families USA, a non-profit
healthcare consumer advo-

Anthony Wright. PHOTO: CAPITOLWEEKLY.NET

cacy organization, to address
the fight at the federal level to
extend enhanced premium tax
credits. “20 million folks who
are in the marketplaces, but in
many cases, it’s not just hun-
dreds, it’s thousands of dollars
of costs. On average, it is over a
doubling of their premiums, and
in many cases, it’s a tripling or
a quadrupling. For a lot of low-
income people who maybe were
getting coverage for $0, $5, $10
a month, are now paying, lit-
erally hundreds of dollars per
month. In some cases, people
who are at a little bit higher in-
come, or who are older - we’ve
seen couples in their 50s and
60s have to pay now more than
$10,000, $15,000 for their cov-
erage this year. That is a huge
amount. Again, the existing
policy that has expired basically
put a cap on how much people
had to pay as a percentage of

their income at 8 percent.”

The next panelist was Dr.
Neale Mahoney, Professor of
Economics at Stanford Uni-
versity and George P. Shultz
inaugural fellow at the Stan-
ford Institute for Economic
Policy Research. He focused
his comments on a perspective
of healthcare as the lion’s share
of a household budget, and also
some of the drivers behind the
high cost of care. “I’ve been
thinking about healthcare mar-
kets and teaching health eco-
nomics to students for nearly
two decades now, and so I will
try and lift up and talk about
the problems of cost and access
in the United States, and how
it impacts our economy, small
businesses and families and
talk a little bit about solutions.
Over the last two generations,
healthcare expenditure in the
United States has grown from

Merith Basey. PHOTO: STATNEWS.COM.

about 8 percent of our gross
domestic product - the sum to-
tal of everything we produce in
the United States - to about 18
percent, so it is more than dou-
bled. The United States is now
spending a larger share of our
resources on healthcare than
any other country in the world.”

“Why do we spend so much?
Americans have a different mix
of health conditions, a different
disease mix, and we consume
different healthcare services.
But the most important driver
is that the prices are too high.
From drugs to hospital care,
our prices are higher than any-
where else. The federal govern-
ment, and I think rightfully,
pays close to 50 percent of our
healthcare costs, because it’s
so unaffordable for millions
of families. Also, for people
who rely on Medicaid, we are
throwing sand in the gears of

Dr. Neale Mahoney. PHOTO: ECONOMICS.STAN-
FORD.EDU.

the processes that people use to
apply for and continue Medic-
aid — and that is just complete
junk. It’s going to push people
who need Medicaid off the plan
in ways that will be harmful for
their health and cause higher
costs for our system. Also,
it’s important to reverse those
so-called work requirements,
which are really just adminis-
trative burdens. It’s in the gov-
ernment’s negotiating power to
increase access to Medicare to
allow people to buy into Medi-
care, breathing more computa-
tion into the health insurance
exchanges, the ACA exchanges,
by revisiting the idea of a public
option. I think those are impor-
tant steps which are good for
families, and they’re also good
for our markets.”

Merith Basey, Executive
Director, Patients for Afford-
able Drugs, shared about the

high cost of pharmaceuticals
and what can be done to bring
the costs down. “The reality is
that 1 in 3 Americans cannot
afford to pay for their prescrip-
tion drugs. Americans are pay-
ing between 4 and 8 times at
least, on average, what patients
in other high-income countries
are paying for the very same
brand name drugs. It doesn’t
have to be this way. The key
point is that pharmaceutical
corporations are setting pric-
es, and controlling the market
through their monopolies, and
Congress, until recently has
allowed these practices to con-
tinue. Recent polling has shown
that 47 percent of Americans
are concerned that they’re not
going to be able to pay for their
healthcare costs in 2026. What
can be done is to take away the
massive amount of power that
the industry has is setting those
launch prices...some are in the
seven figures attached to some
of the new cell and gene thera-
pies, especially for things like
sickle cell, that are coming to
market. 80 percent of Ameri-
cans support patent reform,
and 9 out of 10 Americans want
Congress to do more to lower
drug prices.”

Go to https:/americancom-
munitymedia.org/media-brief-
ings/how-soaring-costs-are-
reshaping-health-care-access
to watch the entire 65 minute
briefing.

The Dream cannot

without financia

By Ben Crump
Guest Writer

We honor Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. each January with
speeches, service projects, and
by

reciting powerful quotes we
know by heart. But too many
Black families will spend much
of MLK Day the same way they
spend most

Mondays.

With the gas tank hover-
ing near empty, hoping the car
can go until the next paycheck
arrives. With a prescription
waiting at the pharmacy coun-
ter because they cannot af-
ford the cost. With a paycheck
that has to stretch further than
what seems possible. Dr. King
understood that true dignity
means being able to afford and
build a good life. In one of his
clearest reminders, he asked
what it means to “eat at an in-
tegrated lunch counter” if you
cannot “buy a hamburger and a
cup of coffee.”

That question still carries
weight for many. Personal
freedom will not be achieved
without financial freedom. Dr.
King spent the final chapter of
his life pushing the country to
face economic injustice. The
day before he was tragically as-
sassinated, Dr. King stood with
sanitation workers in Memphis
to call for economic equal-
ity. He helped launch the Poor
People’s Campaign because he
knew

freedom hollowed out by

New York State Attorney General Letitia James speaks during the New York State Democratic Convention in
New York, Feb 17, 2022 AP PHOTO/SETH WENIG, FILE

poverty is not freedom at all.
Dr. King kept pushing Amer-
ica to match its promises with
practical pathways.

That is the part of his legacy

we should sit with this MLK
Day.

This work has never been
more important or needed.
The cost of groceries, rent,

and childcare has become an
increased burden. And many
families go from stable to
scrambling with just one unex-
pected expense. These realities

e realized
reedom

are on display in a recent na-
tional survey commissioned
by DreamFi, echoing what so
many families already feel so
deeply. More than one in four
respondents told us they

used check-cashing services
in the past year. This finding
makes it clear that too many
households still need simpler
and more accessible options for
moving money.

The survey also shows how
unexpected expenses impact
families. Only 41% of Black re-
spondents said they could cover
a $1,000 emergency, compared
with 56% of white respondents.
When a tire blows out, when a
child gets sick, when hours get
cut, the question is

not theoretical. The question
is immediate, and the impact is
real. We must shine a light on
this struggle and work to equip
families with tools to build bet-
ter futures. We must recognize
Dr. King’s wisdom and ac-
knowledge that financial stabil-
ity is a civil

rights issue, because finan-
cial instability limits the ability
to have choices.

The survey also found hope
that can guide how we move
forward. Black families are not
turning away from the idea of
building stability. In fact, they
are reaching for it. In the sur-
vey, 79% of Black respondents
said they sought out financial
education in the

past six months. Ours is a
community hungry for tools

and a fair shot at creating a bet-
ter tomorrow.

So what does it mean to hon-
or Dr. King right now? It means
we get practical.

It means we expand access
to clear, trustworthy financial
education that respects peo-
ple’s time and speaks to real
solutions. It means we support
savings pathways that help
families prepare for emergen-
cies before emergencies arrive.
It means we encourage options
that make routine transactions
easier and less costly, so a fam-
ily is not paying extra simply to
manage their own money.

Most of all, it means we stop
treating financial instability as
normal. Because normal is not
the same as acceptable.

Dr. King asked America to
make its promises real. The
best way to honor him now is
to provide opportunities for
everyone to achieve Dr. King’s
dream.

Ben Crump is a nationally
renowned civil rights attorney
and founder of Ben Crump
Law. Known as “Black Amer-
ica’s attorney general,” he has
represented families in some
of the most high-profile civil
rights cases of our time, in-
cluding those of George Floyd,
Breonna Taylor, Tyre Nichols,
and Ahmaud Arbery. He is also
co-founder of DreamFi, a fi-
nancial empowerment platform

focused on helping everyday

people build stability through
practical resources.
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If you voted against the Affordable
Care Act Subsidies, shame on you

By James B. Ewers Jr. Ed.D.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio

There are times
when life-altering
decisions must be
made. We know
some of them. If
you have lived as
long as 1 have,

you probably know all of them.

In making the decisions, we
wrestle with our conscious. It
is a tug of war and sometimes
it involves life and death. At
other times, it will involve
right and wrong.

Leaders must make deci-
sions based upon the people
they represent. The environ-
ment they work in also plays
a role. The question is if it is
a toxic atmosphere, will they

succumb to it? Simply put,
some do and some don’t.

Those that do go along to
get along. They are a bit ner-
vous and on edge afraid they
will no longer be a part of the
in crowd. They’ll be ostracized
and will go from the A list to
the Z list.

Those that don’t garner the
admiration and respect of their
constituents and the electorate.
Behind closed doors, the weak
hearted also applaud their
courage and resolve.

Standing strong in right
when the majority is sitting in
wrong takes gumption and for-
titude.

For the past several months
healthcare for Americans has
been a topic for lawmakers.
The conversations were tense,

terse, and heated. Atissue is the
Affordable Care Act, common-
ly referred to as Obamacare.
The very name “Obamacare”
has rattled some in political of-
fice. They don’t like it however
those who put them in office
love it. Their reluctance is also
because of their relationships
with drug companies. They are
receiving large donations for
their campaigns.

According to an ABC News
report, “An estimated 22 mil-
lion of the 24 million ACA
marketplace enrollees are cur-
rently receiving enhanced pre-
mium tax credits to lower their
monthly premiums, and many
are preparing to see their pre-
miums soar in 2026.”

Rep. Ami Bera (D-Calif)
said, “The public now gets that

the subsidies are what’s keep-
ing health care costs down.
So, I think they will blame the
party in charge.” | agree with
those comments. Bera is a
medical doctor.

However, 1 don’t think the
other side as currently con-
structed cares. Their votes and
actions signify that they fall
short on compassion.

Healthcare is a necessity in
our lives. No matter what our
age, we need it from the young-
est to the oldest. When we were
young, we didn’t know we had
it because our parents paid for
it. Having a job as adults gives
us health insurance at a cost.
It’s not free.

Some countries like Canada
and France provide its citizens
with free or reduced health

care. There are flaws in their
healthcare systems, however
the conversations about it have
not been contentious and can-
tankerous.

Will this country ever have
similar systems? Probably not
because of the billions made
by the insurance companies. It
is my opinion that paying for
it is imbedded in the Ameri-
can way of life. We don’t have
a willingness to change it so
tweaking the current system is
about the best that we are go-
ing to do.

Fox News has an online
headline that reads, “Expired
Obamacare subsidy deal inches
toward Senate floor vote amid
bipartisan talks.” A group of
senators from both sides have
been meeting to solve this

healthcare problem.

More specifically, Senators
Susan Collins (R-Maine) and
Bernie Moreno (R-Ohio) are
spearheading this effort. Sena-
tor Collins said, “Parts of the
bill are similar to what Senator
Moreno, and I proposed origi-
nally with a two-year extension
with some reforms in the first
year and then more substantial
reforms in the second year.”

Let’s stay tuned to this pro-
posal as it may signal that some
of our elected officials really
want to help us. It is clear and
not cloudy that our healthcare
system is broken and needs a
fix now. People are hurting be-
cause our healthcare is being
compromised. Elected leaders,
we know that you know a lot so
now we want you to care a lot.

We must finish the work

Can a chicken dinner
fix your marriage?

Dr. King died doing

To honor Martin Luther King Jr. honestly is to remember that he was organizing to make the dream
real—and to decide whether we are willing to carry that dangerous, unfinished work forward.

By Ben Jealous
People For the American Way

This year let’s hon-
or Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr’s birthday by
remembering his fi-
nal mission—and by
picking up the mantle
he left behind.

Every year, America remembers a
dream. But the work that placed Dr.
King in the greatest danger was not
dreaming. It was organizing to make
the dream real.

Dr. King was assassinated in Mem-
phis in April 1968 while supporting
striking sanitation workers and pre-
paring to launch the Poor People’s
Campaign. He was there because he
had come to understand something
fundamental about American life:
that racism and economic exploitation
are intertwined, and that neither can
be defeated without confronting both.

He was not killed while leading a
desegregation battle in a northern
suburb. He was killed while trying to
unite economically struggling Ameri-
cans across racial lines around shared
demands for dignity, wages, and op-
portunity.

When that unity fails—when work-
ers and the poor are kept divided—the
consequences are not abstract. Wages
stagnate. Healthcare becomes condi-
tional. Food insecurity spreads qui-
etly. People turn on one another while
decisions that shape their lives are
made far out of reach. Division does
not just weaken movements; it deep-
ens suffering.

The Poor People’s Campaign was
designed to confront that reality di-
rectly. King envisioned a coalition of
poor people drawn from many com-
munities—Black and white, Native
American, Latino, Asian American,
and other communities pushed to the
margins—coming together to demand
economic rights that democracy had
long promised but rarely delivered.

History reveals a pattern we are of-
ten reluctant to name.

In the United States, one of the most
dangerous roles a leader can take on is
the work of uniting poor and working
people across racial lines—especially
when that unity threatens systems that
depend on division to function.

Fred Hampton understood that
carly.

Most people remember Hampton
only as a Black Panther, frozen in time
at age 21, killed during a predawn
police raid in Chicago in December

1969. But before joining the Panthers,
Hampton first gained recognition as a
teenage organizer in the NAACP. As a
youth leader, he showed a rare ability
to mobilize people, build coalitions,
and translate moral clarity into action.

That instinct carried forward.

As a Panther leader, Hampton
helped build the original Rainbow
Coalition—bringing together the
Black Panthers, the Puerto Rican
Young Lords, and the Young Patri-
ots Organization, made up largely of
poor white Appalachian migrants. In
one of his most consequential public
moments, Hampton stood at a press
conference alongside William “Prea-
cherman” Fesperman, a leader of the
Young Patriots, to declare that poor
and working people had more in com-
mon with each other than with the
forces exploiting them.

That image—Black, brown, and
white organizers standing together,
unapologetically—was the point.

Less than a year later, Hampton was
killed by Chicago police in a predawn
raid.

The same pattern appears, with
devastating clarity, in the lives of
Harry and Harriette Moore.

Harry Moore was the founding
president of the Florida NAACP and
one of the most effective organizers
the association ever produced. Under
his leadership, Black voter registra-
tion in Florida surged despite poll
taxes, intimidation, and violence. He
fought for equal pay for Black teach-
ers and worked closely with labor and
progressive allies, believing racial
justice and economic justice could not
be separated.

Harriette Moore was not simply his
wife. She was an organizer, educator,
and strategist who sustained the work
under constant threat.

Despite Harry Moore’s effective-
ness, he was never elevated into the
national leadership of the NAACP.
The historical record offers no single
explanation. What it does show is that
his work—rooted in voter power, la-
bor solidarity, and interracial organiz-
ing—placed him at extraordinary risk
in the Jim Crow South.

On Christmas night in 1951, a
bomb exploded beneath their home in
Mims, Florida. Both Harry and Harri-
ette Moore would die from their inju-
ries. Their crime was not extremism.
It was effectiveness.

Malcolm X’s life followed a similar
arc. After returning from Mecca in
1964, he spoke and wrote about en-

countering a brotherhood that crossed
racial lines. His politics remained
complex and uncompromising, but
the direction was unmistakable: away
from race as destiny and toward coali-
tion as possibility. Within a year, he
was assassinated.

Dr. King came to the same conclu-
sion.

His final campaigns were not a de-
parture from civil rights work. They
were its fulfillment. He understood
that rights without economic secu-
rity are fragile—and that democracy
without solidarity is easily divided
against itself.

That truth matters now.

Today, millions of Americans are
hurting in concrete ways. Just look
at the news. Families lose healthcare
when a job disappears. Parents skip
meals so their children can eat. Se-
niors choose between prescriptions
and groceries. Workers live one ill-
ness or one missed paycheck away
from crisis.

These outcomes are not inevitable.
They are what happens when division
succeeds.

Dr. King understood that uniting
people across racial lines was not just
morally right—it was practically nec-
essary. It was the only way to build
enough power to secure healthcare,
fair wages, food security, and basic
stability for everyone.

That is why the work was danger-
ous.

And that is why it remains unfin-
ished.

So, when we honor Dr. King, we
should be careful to remember him
accurately—not as a safely sanitized
icon, but as a leader who followed
justice to its most challenging conclu-
sion.

This holiday should not simply re-
assure us. It should challenge us.

To remember Dr. King honestly is
to remember that he died doing unfin-
ished work—work that remains dan-
gerous precisely because it remains
necessary.

The question before us is the same
one history keeps asking:

Are we willing to continue the work
Dr. King died doing?

Because the pattern tells us what
happens when we do.

And today’s headlines keep telling
us what happens when we don’t.

Ben Jealous is a professor of prac-
tice at the University of Pennsylvania
and former president and CEO of the
NAACP.

By LaShunda Calvert, Ph.D.
Tips for a Good Marriage

Can a chicken dinner fix
| your marriage? Most peo-
ple love chicken especially
fried while others love it
' baked, barbequed, smoth-

o cred — 1 love baked chick-
: — en and my husband loves
fried. Believe it or not our teens/ young ad-
olescents prefer baked chicken over fried
chicken — it just taste better. Big Daddy
and I mostly consume seared chicken like
skinless chicken breast now for health pur-
poses. Let me tell you, well write — no one
can sear chicken like my Big Daddy. I just
don’t understand how he manages to make
skinless chicken juicy — is it the olive oil?
Although, we love our chicken dinners — is
it enough to fix a marriage that is falling
apart?

Why are so many marriages falling
apart? Some marriages are falling apart
due to little or no communication, financial
issues, spouse neglect, spouse abandon-
ment, careers and jobs prioritizing over the
marriage, failure of a spouse helping with
children and chores, infidelity, abuse, and
so many more factors. If you sense that
your marriage is in trouble — seek help im-
mediately, especially if you both want to
remain married. The earlier you deal with
any issues from minor to major in your
marriage — the better chances your mar-
riage have of avoiding separation and di-
vorce. The best example that I can utilize
to help you understand my plea is as fol-
lows: medical research reveals the impor-
tance of men especially older men getting
annual prostate checks in hopes of catch-
ing any early stages of Prostate Cancer
— the carlier the stages — the greater your
chances of surviving. Some marriages are
in stage one of Cancer — don’t let it proceed
to stage four and worse before you address
it. As my mother often expresses — some-
times it can be too little too late. I also love
B.B King’s spill on it — The Thrill is Gone.
Once the thrill is gone — it is almost im-
possible to get it back even if you weren’t
cooking for twenty-five years of your mar-
riage and then you suddenly decide to cook
now...I am sorry to tell you, but it’s going
take more than a chicken dinner to help
heal your troubled marriage especially if
the trouble being brewing for a while.

Signs that your marriage is falling apart
can include the following:

* You can feel and sense it

» Marriage Vows are ignored and forgot-
ten about

e Can’t remember the last time, I love
you was expressed by you or both of you

* You or both of you are completely
checked out of the marriage

* Stay married only because of the chil-
dren

* Life becomes consumed by your chil-
dren’s affairs/activities

* Stay married only for the benefits — si-
lent divorce

* Rarely or not do we celebrate special
occasions/holidays with one another

* Sad/hopeless/anxious/fearful

« Little to no communication

* Arguing more frequently

* No arguments

* Gaslighting becomes the norm

« Silence — lose the desire to talk to your
spouse about anything and everything

* Loneliness

« Little to no dating

* Find ways to avoid being around one
another

* Sleep in separate spaces/beds — silent
divorce

* Plan without considering your spouse

* Begin not to care about your spouse or
marriage

» Marriage is about convenience — silent
divorce

« Fantasize life solo or with someone else

* Emotional and physical affairs begin

* Diminished sex life or no sex life

* Looking for divorce attorneys

* Hopelessness

* The thrill is gone

* Have no desire to reconcile — ready for
marriage to end

* Find yourself googling, is my marriage
falling apart

If you are experiencing any of the signs
above, seek immediate help for your mar-
riage today before it is too late. Please find
a professional Marriage Counselor, Pastor,
can even reach out to me and my husband
for counseling. [ want to reassure you there
is NOTHING too hard for God to do even
in your troubled marriage; God saved my
marriage that was falling apart, now, we
consume all the seared chicken we want. If
God can restore my marriage, then He cer-
tainly can restore yours too. Can a Chicken
Dinner Fix your marriage? No, not in most
cases, but you both can fix your marriage
by fighting for your marriage. If you are
having signs that your marriage is falling
apart, the first step is to admit it, communi-
cate to each other about it and listen to each
other attentively with patience and without
defensiveness (yes, this tough conversation
must occur to help save your marriage if
it’s not too late — this is not being negative
—it’s just tough facts), seek counseling, for-
giveness, healing, pray consistently until
things change, be patient, reflect on your
vows, let love rule, and cook some chicken
dinners together.

Contact Dr. LaShunda Calvert for
speaking  engagements  (Motivational,
Ministering, Marriage Counseling, Mar-
riage Workshops, Marriage Seminars,
Marriage Conferences, etc.) on: Insta-
gram: letsstay2getherdever (Dr. LaShunda
Calvert) Facebook: Dr. LaShunda Calvert
Email:letsstaytogetherdeva@gmail.com
Contact # 601-596-2528

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed

pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.
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RULE 81 SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

JESSE EARL CARR, DECEASED CAUSE NO, P2024-574 M/4

PETITIONERS: JESSICA CARR

SUMMONS
THE STATE OF MISSISSIPP1
TO: THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF JESSE EARL CARR, DECEASED

You have been made a Defendant in the suit filed in this Court by Jessica
Carr Petitioner, seeking the adjudication of heirs of Jesse Earl Carr, Deceased.

You are summoned to appear and defend against the complaint or petition
filed against you in this action at 1:00 o’clock p. m., on the 17" day of February,
2026, in the Chancery Courtroom of Hinds County before Honorable Crystal
Wise-Martin, Chancellor. In case of your failure to appear and defend a judgment
will be entered against you for the money or other things demanded in the
complaint or petition.

You are not required to file an answer or other pleading but yvou may do so if
you desire.

=
Issued under my hand and the seal of said Court, this the 2 day of
January, 2026.

EDDIE JEAN CARR
CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY,
MISSI 4

o~

BY:

>, Frlren

1/8/2026, 1/15/2026, 1/22/2026
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SECTION 1
ADVERTISEMENT

CITY OF JACKSON

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DRIVE
BRIDGE REPLACEMENT

The City Clerk of the City of Jackson will receive bids for the replacement of the bridge locatec
on Martin Luther King Drive, City Project No. ERBR-25-250(03) no later than 3:30 P.M., Loca
Prevailing Time, February 17, 2026, in the Municipal Clerk’s Office located at 219 Soutl
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. All bids so received will be publicly opened and read aloud

The work shall consist essentially of the following items:

1) Removal/Replacement of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive Bridge in its
entirety, plus related approach worlk.

The above general outline of features of the work does not in any way limit the responsibility of
the Contractor to perform all work and furnish all plant, labor, equipment, and materials require
by the specifications and the drawings referred to therein. Contract time shall be 120 consecutive
calendar days from the effective date shown in the Notice to Proceed. Liquidated damages will be
assessed for each conseculive calendar day the Work has not achieved Final Completion, The
amount of liquidated damages per day will be $500.00 plus any additional actusl costs above
$500.00 incurred by the Owner. These actual costs include, but are not limited to, engineering,
inspection, and other construction-related costs resulting from the Contractor”s failure to complete
the work on schedule,

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-diserimination in public contracting, It is
the palicy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunity for all persons
doing business with the City. As a precondition to selection, cach contractor, bidder, or offeror
shall submil a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBQ) ondinance. Failure to
comply with the City's ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder, or offeror from heing
awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City of Jackson's Equal Business
Opportunity Program, please contact Ms. Yika Hoover (Manager) in the office of Economic
Development at (601) 960-1856. Copies of the ordinance, EBC Plan Applications, and a copy of
the Program are available at 200 South President Street, Wamen Hood Building, Second Floor,
Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi {“City of Jackson™) is commitited to cultivating and ensuring the
quality of life of its citizens through vanous programs, employment, inibatives, and assistance.
The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as
well as those whe seck to contract with the City on various projects and/or conduct business in the
City, to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly eonsidering City residents for employment
opportunities.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all hidders that in compliance with Title VT of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all bidders will be afforded
full opportunity to submil bids in response to this invitation gnd will not be discriminated agains
on the grounds of race, color, nattonal origin, sex., or disability in consideration for an award.

Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal form to be provided, sealed in an envelope, and plamnl:
marked on the owtside of the envelope: “Bid for CITY OF JACKSON MARTIN LUTHER KING
JR. DEIVE BRIDGE REPLACEMENT, Each bidder shall write their Cerlificate of Responsibilit
Number on the outside of the sealed envelope contzining their proposal. Bids and EBO Plana shal
be submitted in triplicate, sealed, and deposited with the City Clerk's Office, City Hall — 21!
South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi before the hour and date hereinbefor
designated. No bidder may withdraw his bid within 90 days after the actual date of th
opening thereof.

A pre-bid conference will be held on ___February 8. at 10 am. in the Public Works Departmen
5th floor conference room of the Warren Hood Building, 200 South President Street, Jackson, ME
39201. All potential contractors, subcontractors, and other interested parties are encouraged to
attend.

The Contract Documents are on file and may be examined at the following locations:

1. City of Jackson - Public Works - Warren Hood Bldg. 4™ Floor; Engineering Manager
Office, 200 South President St., Jackson, Mississippi 39201,

2. CiViLTech, Inc., 5420 Executive Place, Jackson, Mississippi, 39206

Copies of the Contract Documents, Contract Drawings, and Contract Specifications may be
procured through the following:

1. All documents required for hidding purposes may be obtained from CiViLTech, Inc.,
located at 5420 Executive Place, Jackson, MS 39206 (Mailing address: P.0. Box
12852, Jackson, MS 39236-2852) upon payment of $100.00 for each set, which will
not be refunded.

2. All documents required for bidding purposes may be obtained through Central Bidding
at www . centralbidding, com, upon payment for each set, which will not be refunded.
Electronic Bids may be submitied at www centralbidding.com. For any guestions
related to electronic hidding, please call Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.

Each bid shall be accompanied by a Certified Check on a solvent bank or a Bidder's Bond issued
by a surety Company licensed to operate in the State of Mississippi, in the amount of five percent
(590) of the total bid price, payable to the City of Jackson as bid surety, Bidders shall also submit
A current financial statement, il requested by the City, The successful bidder will be required to
furnish a Payment Bond and Performance Bond, each in the amount of 100% of the contract
amount.

2017”, together with all amendments andfor special provisions and/or addenda to the standard
duly approved and adopted, unless otherwise noted in these specifications.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to walve any and a
informalities,

Voiid iz W2
Henry Chia &
Department of Public Works

Publications and Publishing Dates

The Clarion Ledger & Mississippi Link
Publication Dates: 01/15/2026. and 01/22/2026
Pre-Bid Date: D205/2026

Bid Opening Date: _02/17/2026

1/15/2026, 1/22/2026
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENTS

TO THE CITY OF JACKSON ZONING ORDINANCE

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof,
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in anywise affected thereby,
that the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, will be conducting a public hearing
on proposed text amendments to the City of Jackson Official Zoning Ordinance as
adopted on May 29, 1974 and subsequently amended.

Amendments to the text of the Zoning ordinance are intended to provide for a more
efficient Zoning Ordinance and establish more effective zoning regulations for each
of the zoning districts. Copies of the proposed text amendments will be available
for review at the Office of City Planning 200 S President Street, Suite 204, Jackson,
MS 39201. For additional information please submit an email to eainsworth@city.
jackson.ms.us.

The said proposed text amendments will be heard at the City Planning Board
Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood
Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on
Wednesday, January 28, 2026, at which time all parties interested in or affected
thereby will be heard after which a record will be established upon which the City
Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any
objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and
if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if
a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If
a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City
will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the
visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE,
THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.
PLEASE EMAIL EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER FOR THE
TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO JANUARY 19, 2026.

WITNESS my signature this 30th day of December 2025.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

1/8/2026, 1/22/2026
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ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
AMENDING ARTICLE Ill - OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES, DIVISION
1, BY CREATING SECTION 173 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF
THE CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, TO ESTABLISH PROHIBITIONS
AGAINST RELATIONSHIPS OR DEALINGS BETWEEN CITY OFFICIALS,
EMPLOYEES, AND INDIVIDUALS ENGAGED IN ILLEGAL DRUG ACTIVITY
(DOPE DEALERS).

WHEREAS, Article IlI, of the Jackson Code of Ordinance establishes the protocol for
officers and employees of the City of Jackson, Mississippi; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, recognizes the importance
of maintaining the integrity, transparency, and public trust in all operations of city
government; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that association or involvement by any city official or
employee with individual’s engaged in illegal drug trafficking or distribution undermines
public confidence, creates conflicts of interests, and poses risks to the safety and
reputation of the City; and

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to ensure that all city employees conduct themselves
in a manner that reflects the highest ethical standards and compiles with state law.

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION ONE. Atrticle Ill, Division | of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Jackson,
Mississippi, is hereby amended to add a new Section 173, to read as follows:

Section 173. Prohibition of Dealings or Relationships with Individuals Engaged in lllegal
Drug Activity (Dope Dealers).

Purpose. The purpose of the section is to protect the integrity of city government and
ensure that all officers and employees maintain conduct consistent with the law, free from
the influence or association of individuals engaged in illegal activity (dope dealers).
Definitions.

For the purpose of this section:

City official or Employee means any elected or appointed official, officer, department head,
or employee of the City of Jackson.

llegal Drug Activity means the distribution, possession, sale, or trafficking of controlled
substances in violation of state law.

Association or Relationship means any ongoing personal, financial, or business
relationship that could reasonably be perceived as comprising the integrity of a city
employee.

(c) Prohibited Conduct.

No city official or employee shall knowingly maintain a personal, business, or financial
relationship with any person engaged illegal drug activity (dope dealers).

No city official or employee shall knowingly conduct city business, enter into contracts,
or engage in any transaction on behalf of the city with any individual or entity involved in
illegal drug activity.

No city official or employee shall knowingly provide favors, access or information to any
person known to be engaged in illegal drug trafficking or related criminal activity.

(d) Duty to Report

Any city official or employee who becomes aware that another official or employee
is engaged in a prohibited relationship or dealing as described in this section shall
immediately report such information to the City Attorney.

(e) Ventilation and Penalties.

Any violation of this section shall constitute grounds for disciplinary action, up to and
including termination of employment.

Section 2. Effective Date.

This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage, approval and
publication as provided by law.

Council Member Stokes moved adoption; Vice President Hartley seconded.

Yeas — Brown-Thomas, Grizzell, Hartley, Parkinson and Stokes.
Nays — None.

Abstention — Clay.

Absent — None.

ATTEST:

Angela Harris
Municipal Clerk

1, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualified Municipal Clerk and lawful custodian of
records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is a true
and exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its Regular Council Meeting
December 2, 2025 and recorded in Minute Book “7C, Pgs. 458-461".

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 20th day of January 2026.

Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk
1/22/2026
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING

ZONING CASE NO. 4317

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof,
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby,
that Brad Tisdale d/b/a Tisdale Properties, LLC has filed with the Planning Board
for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from R-1 (Single-
Family) Residential District to NMU-1 Neighborhood (Mixed Use) District, Pedestrian
Oriented to allow for a diversity of residential uses that are compatible to the
character of the Belhaven Heights Historic District and community for the properties
located at 1027 Quinn St (Parcel 18-125), 1020 Monroe St. (Parcel 18-126), Parcel
18-127 on Quinn St., Parcel 18-128 on Monroe St & 1002 Monroe St. (Parcel
18-130). in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more
particularly described as:

Parcel 18-125

Lot 16 of Block 73 Belhaven Hgts, a Subdivision according to the map or plat thereof
which is on file and of record in the Office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at
Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book/Cabinet 1 at Page/Slide/Slot 41 thereof, reference
to which is made in aid of and as a part of this description.

And being the same property described in Instrument recorded in Book 7179 at
Page

9287.
Parcel 18-126

Lot 17 of Block 73 Belhaven Hgts, a Subdivision according to the map or plat thereof
which is on file and of record in the Office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at
Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book/Cabinet 1 at Page/Slide/Slot 41 thereof, reference
to which is made in aid of and as a part of this description.

And being the same property described in Instrument recorded in Book 7179 at
Page

9289.
Parcel 18-127

LOT 18, BLOCK 73, BELHAVEN HEIGHTS, a subdivision according to the map or
plat thereof which is on file and of record in the Office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds
County, at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 1 at Page 41, reference to which is
hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

Parcel 18-128

LOT 19, BLOCK 73, Belhaven Heights, Part 1, a subdivision according to the map
or plat thereof which is on file and of record in the Office of the Chancery Clerk of
Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book/Cabinet 1 at Page/Slide/Slot 41,
thereof, reference to which is made in aid of and as a part of this description.

And being the same property described as “Parcel 2’ in Instrument recorded in Book
7116 at Page

3078.
Parcel 18-130

Lot 21, Block 73, Belhaven Heights, Part 1, a subdivision according to a map or plat
thereof which is on file and of record in the Office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds
County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 1 at Page 41, reference to which is
hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President
Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, January 28, 2026, at
which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and
con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which the City
Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any
objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and
if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if
a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If
a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City
will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the
visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE,
THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.
PLEASE EMAIL EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER FOR THE
TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO JANUARY 19, 2026.

WITNESS my signature this 30th day of December 2025.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator

City of Jackson, Mississippi

1/8/2026, 1/22/2026
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE

JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, February 4, 2026 AT 12:00PM IN THE ANDREW
JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN HOOD BUILDING,
200 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

|. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
OLD BUSINESS

A. CASE NO. HPNC-25-44

LOCATION: 134 E CHURCH ST (PARCEL 75-46)

HISTORIC DISTRICT: FARISH STREET APPLICANT: MARC ROWE
AMENDED REQUEST: INSTALL NEW FENCE AROUND FOUR PROEPRTIES.

B. CASE NO. HPNC-25-45

LOCATION: 123 E CHURCH ST (PARCEL 79-13-1)

HISTORIC DISTRICT: FARISH STREET APPLICANT: MARC ROWE
AMENDED REQUEST: INSTALL NEW FENCE AROUND THE PROEPRTY.

NEW BUSINESS

A. CASE NO. HPNC-26-1

LOCATION: 935 BELLEVE PL (PARCEL 22-9)

HISTORIC DISTRICT: BELHAVEN HEIGHTS

APPLICANT: JENNIFER WELCH

AMENDED REQUEST: DEMOLISH REAR DECK, CONSTRUCT NEW CARPORT
WITH NECK ABOVE, AND REPLACE WOOD FENCE.

B. CASE NO. HPNC-26-2

LOCATION: 0 GILLESPIE ST (PARCEL 15-9)

HISTORIC DISTRICT: BELHAVEN

APPLICANT: PAUL PURSER

REQUEST: CONSTRUCT NEW INFILL HOUSING. (3-STORY)

C. CASE NO. HPNC-26-4

LOCATION: 931 GILLESPIE ST (PARCEL 15-6)
HISTORIC DISTRICT: BELHAVEN
APPLICANT: CARLA DUNAWAY

REQUEST: DEMOLISH EXISTING GARAGE AND CONSTRUCT NEW GARAGE
AND SCREENED-IN PATIO.

II. OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
A. VOTE FOR NEW VICE PRESIDENT
B. OTHER

ADJOURNMENT

1/22/2026, 1/28/2026
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING (REVISED)

ZONING CASE NO. 4316

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof,
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby,
that William Lake has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an
application requesting a Rezoning from R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District &
R-5 (Multi-family) Residential District to NMU-1 Neighborhood (Mixed Use) District,
Pedestrian Oriented to allow for a residential subdivision for the properties located
at Parcels 20-49 & 20-48 on Boyd St. and Parcels 20-38, 20-41 & 20-42 on N.
Jefferson St. and 949 N. Jefferson St. in the First Judicial District of Hinds County,
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

Parcel 20-38

Lot Five (5) of Ewing Subdivision of 5-Acre Lot 8, North Jackson, as shown by map
or plat of said subdivision on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk
of said County, at Jackson, Mississippi in Plat Book “A” at Page 233, reference to
same being in aid of and as a part of this description.

Parcel 20-41

Lot 9 of Ewing Subdivision of Five (5) Acre Lot No. Eight (8), a North Jackson, a
subdivision according to a map or plat thereof on file and of record in the office of
the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book
A, at Page 233, reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this
description

Parcel 20-42

Lot 9 of Ewing Subdivision of Five (5) Acre Lot Eight (8), North Jackson, Mississippi
according to a map or plat thereof which is on file and of record in the office of the
Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book “A” at Page
233, reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

Parcel 20-48

East 2 of Lot 15 of Ewing Subdivision of 5 Acre Lot No. 8 North Jackson together
with all right, title, and interest in mutual driveway, a subdivision according to a
map or plat thereof which is on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk
of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, in Surveyor’s Record Book A at Page
233, reference to which map or plat is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this
description.

Parcel 20-49

West 2 of Lot 15 of Ewing Subdivision of 5 Acre Lot No. 8 North Jackson together
with all right, title, and interest in mutual driveway, a subdivision according to a
map or plat thereof which is on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk
of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, in Surveyor’s Record Book A at Page
233, reference to which map or plat is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this
description, less and except a strip of land 5 feet in width off the north side of the
west %2 of Lot 15

949 N. Jefferson St. (Parcel 20-37)
LOT 4 EWING SUBN OF LOT 8N J

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President
Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, January 28, 2026, at
which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and
con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which the City
Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any
objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and
if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if
a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If
a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City
will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the
visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE,
THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.
PLEASE EMAIL EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER FOR THE
TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO JANUARY 23, 2026.

WITNESS my signature this 12th day of January 2026.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator

City of Jackson, Mississippi

1/15/2026, 1/22/2026
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CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

WEST WOODROW WILSON AVENUE
Resurfacing W. Woodrow Wilson Avenue from

Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive to Mill Street Bridge
Federal Aid Project Number: STP-0250-00(053) LPA / 108075-T01000

Sealed bids will be received by the City Council of the City of JTackson, Mississippi at the office
of the City Clerk, 219 South President Street, P O. Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205 until 3:30
PM. (Local Time), Tuesday, February 24, 2026, for supplying all labor and materials (as
specified) necessary for construction of W, WOODROW WILSON AVENUE RESURFACING
Federal Aid Project No. STP-0250-00(053) LPA / 108075-701000, at which time said bids shall
be opened and read aloud.

The work shall consist essentially of the following items:

Pavement repairs, milling, leveling, overlay, striping, and miseellaneous improvements on
a 0.81+ mile five lane section of W, Woodrow Wilson Avenue from Martin Luther King,
Ir. Drive to the Mill Street Bridge, and all other related items of work required to complete
the project as shown and specified in the Contract Documents,

The above general outling of featurcs of the work does not in any way limit the responsibility of
the Confractor to perform all work and furnish all plant, labor, equipment, and materials required
by the specifications and the drawings referred to therein.

The contract time shall be 123 working duys from the effective date shown in the Notice to
Procesd. Liguidated damages will be d for each ¢ ive calendar day the Work has
not achieved Final Completion. Liquidated Damages will be assessed in accordance with the
Schedule of Deductions table in Section 108.07 of the 2017 Edition of the Mississippi Standard
Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction. .

The attention of the bidders is directed to the Contract Documents governing selection and
employment of labor. Minimum wage rates have been determined by the Secretary of Labor and
are subject to Public Law 87-581, Work Hours Act of 1962, as sct forth in the Contract Provisions.

The Proposal and Contract Documents in their entirety shall be submitied in a sealed envelope and
deposited with the City Clerk, prior to the hour and date abuove designated. Each Bidder must also
deposit with his proposal, a Bid Bond or Certified Check in an amount equal to five percent (_S%)
of his bid, payable to the City of Jackson as bid sccurity. No bidder may withdraw his bid \thhln
one hundred twenty (120) days after the date of the actual bid opening, without the City of
Jackson’s consent. The successful bidder shall furnish a performance and payment bond in the
amount of 100% of the bid. The bidder shall also submit a current financial statement if requested

by the City.

The Official Bid Documents ean be downloaded from Central Bidding at
www.centralbidding.com. Electronic Bids may be submitted at www.centralbidding.com.
For any guestions related to the electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding at
225-810.4814.

Work to be performed shall be in accordance with the “Mississippi State Highway Standard
Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction, 2017%, together with all amendments and/or
special provisions and/or addenda to the standards duly approved and adopted, unless otherwise
noted in these specifications. The attention of Bidders is directed to the provisions of Subscction
102.07 pertaining to irregular proposals and rejection of bids.

Contract Drawings, Contract Specifications, and other Contract Documents are on file and open
to public inspection in the office of the Enginecring Division, Department of Public Works,
Warren Hood Building, 4™ floor, 200 8, President Street, Jackson, Mississippi and in the Office of
the Municipal Clerk, City Hall, 15t FL, 219 S, President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. Copies of
the Contract Documents, Comtract Drawings, and Contract Specifications may be procured al the
office of the Engincer, Souther Consultants, Inc., 5740 County Cork Road, Jackson, Mississippi
39206, between the hours of 8:00 am. and 5:00 p.m., Local Time, Monday through Friday, upon
payment of $100.00 for each set, which will not be refunded. Checks are 10 be made payable to
the Engineer.

The award of a Contract, if made, will be to the lowest and most responsible qualified bidder whose
proposal complies with all the requirements prescribed herein and in the Coniract Documents. The
City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and/or all bids and to waive any informalities or
irregularities therein.

Lorenzo Anderson, P.E.
Director, Department of Public
Works, City of Jackson
1/22/2026, 1/29/2026

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

WEST WOODROW WILSON AVENUE
Resurfacing W. Woodrow Wilson Avenue from Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive
to Mill Street Bridge
Federal Aid Project Number: STP-0250-00(053) LPA / 108075-701000

Sealed bids will be received by the City Council of the City of Jackson, Mississippi at the office
of the City Clerk, 219 South President Street, P. 0. Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205 until
3:30

P.M. (Local Time), Tuesday, February 24, 2026, for supplying all labor and materials (as
specified) necessary for construction of W. WOODROW WILSON AVENUE RESURFACING
Federal Aid Project No. STP-0250-00(053) LPA / 108075-701000, at which time said bids
shall be opened and read aloud.

The work shall consist essentially of the following items:

Pavement repairs, milling, leveling, overlay, striping, and miscellaneous improvements on a
0.81+ mile five lane section of W. Woodrow Wilson Avenue from Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive
to the Mill Street Bridge, and all other related items of work required to complete the project
as shown and specified in the Contract Documents.

The above general outline of features of the work does not in any way limit the responsibility
of the Contractor to perform all work and furnish all plant, labor, equipment, and materials
required by the specifications and the drawings referred to therein.

The contract time shall be 123 working days from the effective date shown in the Notice to
Proceed. Liquidated damages will be assessed for each consecutive calendar day the Work
has not achieved Final Completion. Liquidated Damages will be assessed in accordance with
the Schedule of Deductions table in Section 108.07 of the 2017 Edition of the Mississippi
Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction.

The attention of the bidders is directed to the Contract Documents governing selection and
employment of labor. Minimum wage rates have been determined by the Secretary of Labor
and are subject to Public Law 87-581, Work Hours Act of 1962, as set forth in the Contract
Provisions.

The Proposal and Contract Documents in their entirety shall be submitted in a sealed
envelope and deposited with the City Clerk, prior to the hour and date above designated.
Each Bidder must also deposit with his proposal, a Bid Bond or Certified Check in an
amount equal to five percent (5%) of his bid, payable to the City of Jackson as bid security.
No bidder may withdraw his bid within one hundred twenty (120) days after the date of the
actual bid opening, without the City of Jackson’s consent. The successful bidder shall furnish
a performance and payment bond in the amount of 100% of the bid. The bidder shall also
submit a current financial statement if requested by the City.

The Official Bid Documents can be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.centralbidding.
com. Electronic Bids may be submitted at www.centralbidding.com. For any questions related
to the electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding at 225-810.4814.

Work to be performed shall be in accordance with the “Mississippi State Highway Standard
Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction, 2017, together with all amendments and/
or special provisions and/or addenda to the standards duly approved and adopted, unless
otherwise noted in these specifications. The attention of Bidders is directed to the provisions
of Subsection

102.07 pertaining to irregular proposals and rejection of bids.

Contract Drawings, Contract Specifications, and other Contract Documents are on file and
open to public inspection in the office of the Engineering Division, Department of Public
Works, Warren Hood Building, 4th floor, 200 S. President Street, Jackson, Mississippi and

in the Office of the Municipal Clerk, City Hall, 1st FI., 219 S. President Street, Jackson,
Mississippi. Copies of the Contract Documents, Contract Drawings, and Contract
Specifications may be procured at the office of the Engineer, Southern Consultants, Inc., 5740
County Cork Road, Jackson, Mississippi 39206, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00
p.m., Local Time, Monday through Friday, upon payment of $100.00 for each set, which will
not be refunded. Checks are to be made payable to the Engineer.

The award of a Contract, if made, will be to the lowest and most responsible qualified bidder
whose proposal complies with all the requirements prescribed herein and in the Contract
Documents. The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and/or all bids and to waive
any informalities or irregularities therein.

Lorenzo Anderson, P.E. Director, Department of Public Works, City of Jackson

1/22/2026, 1/29/2026

New fleet of vans
12 & 15 passenger vans

Unbeatable prices
Unlimited miles
Church / business trips
Family vacation & more
Cash or credit cards

3840 ROBINSON ROAD - JACKSON, MS 39209 - PHONE: 601-398-1162
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ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI,
MODIFYING CHAPTER 26: ARTICLE XIl. RENTAL REGISTRATION
PROGRAM.

WHEREAS, on December 20, 2022, the governing authority for the City of Jackson
adopted Ordinance No. 2023-4(3), requiring registration and inspection of rental
property within the City of Jackson; and

WHEREAS, the Mississippi Apartment Association appealed the adoption of the
ordinance in the Circuit Court of the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Cause
No. 22-795, and argues that the yearly registration fee constituted an impermissible
tax, the local agent requirement violated the Commerce Clause of the Constitution
and the requirement of the removal of personal property conflicted with the State’s
eviction statute; and

WHEREAS, the Circuit Court held:

1. The inspection fees of Section 26-527 are unenforceable unless and until

the City makes a fact-based determination of the expected cost of inspections, the
revenue generated by the Rental Ordinance, and the set fees reasonably calculated
to be based upon the expected cost;

2. The following language in Section 26-522, “...who resides in the city limits of
Jackson, Mississippi ...” be stricken from the definition of Local Agent;

3. The following language “...after a warrant for removal has been executed.
Personal property or trash shall be disposed of in a legal landfill or moved to
storage, and the owner must provide proof of said action.” be stricken from in
Section 26-526 (c); and

4.  The City should make certain that an appeal process for decisions by the
Department of Planning and Development is available.

WHEREAS, as directed by the Circuit Court, the Department of Planning and
Development made a fact-based investigation to determine the true expected cost to
the city of registration and inspection; and

WHEREAS, the Department performed a cost analysis relative to
the registration and inspection processes and determined that inspections incur
administrative costs of $80.00 per unit, and registration tasks incur administrative
costs of $64.68 per registration. and a copy of which is attached as “Exhibit A”
and is incorporated herein by reference. Administrative costs included the salaries
and benefits for research technicians and code inspection personnel, computers,
software and hardware, vehicles and maintenance costs for vehicles, cell phones,
and the uniforms for the field personnel; and

WHEREAS, the proposed rental registration fees are fact-based and cover the
public expenditures on inspection, record-keeping, processing, and the cost of the
Department’s use of its regulatory powers. The revised the rental registration fees
are as follows:

Single-family home, new registration fee
Owner

$50; maximum of $2,000 per

Single-family home, inspection fee $50 per unit inspected

Single-family home, renewal registration fee
Owner

$50; maximum of $2,000 per

Single-family home, inspection fee $50 per unit inspected

Multi-family, new registration fee $50 per property

Multi-family, inspection fee $25 per unit inspected

Multi-family, renewal fee $50 per property

Multi-family, inspection fee $25 per unit inspected

Re-inspection fees (after corrections made) $50 per unit

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the City Council to set reasonably calculated fees
based upon expected costs of the program, strike the language in Section 26-522 of
the Ordinance that states, “...who resides in the city limits of Jackson, Mississippi,
strike the language in Section 26-526(c), “...after a warrant for removal has been
executed. Personal property or trash shall be disposed of in a legal landfill or moved
to storage, and the owner must provide proof of said action,” and make certain that
an appeal process for decisions by the Department of Planning and Development is
available to citizens of Jackson, Mississippi.

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, that Chapter 26, Article XlI of the Code of Ordinances of
the City of Jackson, Mississippi is hereby amended to read as follows:

Sec. 26-521. - Purpose and authority.

The purpose of this article is to establish a registration requirement for owners of
rental housing units to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the public insofar as
they are affected by the maintenance of said units and the occupancy thereof. The
purpose shall be accomplished by requiring rental housing units to be registered and
inspected. This article shall be construed to secure this express intent.

The Department of Planning and Development will be responsible for the
administration and enforcement of this article.

Sec. 26-522. - Definitions.

Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, the following words and phrases as
used in this article shall have the following meanings:

Certificate of Compliance: A document provided by the Department to an Owner
after the Owner has registered, paid the applicable fees, and passed all required
inspections hereunder that permits the Owner to operate as provided for hereunder.

Department: The Rental Registration Division of the City of Jackson’s Planning and
Development Department.

Managing Agent: An individual or entity designated in writing by the Owner to act
on behalf of the Owner and to respond reasonably to contact made by Department
officials on a 24-hour basis. The property manager of a multifamily unit is assumed
to be acting as a managing agent.

Multifamily unit: A residential building that contains two or more attached dwelling
units.

Owner: The individual or corporate owner of a property with one or more rental
housing units or a managing agent for the property. For corporate entities, the term
Owner refers to the corporation, company, or partnership as opposed to individual
shareholders, members, or parties.

Property Maintenance Standards: The provisions of the 2018 International Property
Maintenance Code, as currently adopted by the City of Jackson, and as may be
amended in the future, together with any other property maintenance requirements
applicable to rental housing adopted by the Jackson City Council.

Registration: The act of an Owner to provide the Department with information about
the Owner’s rental housing operations necessary to facilitate the Department’s
identification of the Owner’s rental housing units and the inspections required
hereunder.

Renewal or Renewal Registration: The act of an Owner to confirm and/or to update
the Department with information about the Owner’s rental housing operations on the
timelines set forth herein.

Rental Housing Unit: Any dwelling, dwelling unit, or part thereof, including but not
limited to, any single-family housing unit, duplex, triplex, quadruplex, multifamily unit,
apartment, condominium, rooming house, or boarding house.

Tenant: A person occupying a rental housing unit pursuant to a written or oral
agreement.

Sec. 26-523. - Applicability.

(a) The registration fees, renewal fees, and inspection provisions of this article shall
apply applies to all rental housing units except:

LEGAL

(1) Rental housing units that a government entity or housing authority owns,
operates or manages; and

(2) Institutional dormitories;

(3) Rental housing units that receive funding or subsidies from federal, State,

or local government provided the units are subject to federal, State, or local
inspections. This exemption is intended to apply to those properties whose good
condition is already being verified pursuant to other governmental programs,

such as properties participating in federal housing programs that are subject to

the inspections standards and timelines established by 24 C.F.R. § 5.701 et seq.
On written request of the Department, the Owner shall, within 30 days, provide
satisfactory documentation verifying the Owner’s rental housing unit and/or property
participates in a qualifying program and is subject to inspections thereunder, failing
which the Department may revoke the Owner’s exemption, notify the Owner of its
intent to inspect the Owner’s units, and require the Owner pay all fees applicable to
non-exempt units and properties.

(b) The Department reserves the right to inspect properties otherwise exempt
upon reasonable information and belief that specific units at such properties are
in violation of Property Maintenance Standards, in which case such units will be
subject to the inspection processes and fees specified hereunder.

Sec. 26-524. — Registration requirements/Renewal requirements.

(a) Owners must provide the following information in order to register or renew the
registration of rental properties and units:

(1) The legal name, physical address and mailing address of the Owner of a
rental housing unit. Proof of ownership may be required if the information provided
differs from Hinds County records;

(2) The Owner’s privilege license, if any. Whether or not the Owner already
has a privilege license will not delay the Department’s processing of the Owner’s
registration or renewal registration.

(3) The address of an Owner’s rental housing property or unit, the number of
rental housing units at each address, and the individual unit numbers, if any;

(4) The name, address, phone number and email address of an individual
Local Agent authorized to act on behalf of the Owner with respect to each of the
Owner’s properties and rental units;

(5) Such other information deemed necessary by the Department to enable
the Department to identify the Owner’s rental units and to perform the required
inspections hereunder; and

(6) Such other information deemed necessary by the Department to enable it to
verify that the Owner, and the Owner’s rental properties and units, comply with
laws, rules and regulations that promote the health and safety of the rental housing
Tenants in the City of Jackson.

(b) If there is a change of circumstances that result in a change of information
provided by the Owner during registration, or renewal registration, the Owner must
provide such updated information to the Department within 30 days of the change.

(c) Owners who have not previously registered their rental housing units, including
Owners of new units and new Owners of existing units, must register as follows:

(1) A new Owner of rental housing units must register with the Department within
90 days of taking ownership. Such Owner must register each unit even if it was

registered by a prior Owner. If the unit has been inspected within the last six (6)

months under a previous Owner and the tenant has not changed, the inspection
requirement may be waived;

(2) The Owner of a newly constructed rental housing unit, or an existing dwelling
that was not previously rented, must register such unit with the Department before
renting the unit; and

(3) All other Owners must register unregistered rental housing units on or before
October 11, 2025.

(d) A property manager or other managing agent hereunder may register, or renew
the registration of all rental housing units under management without the Owner
having to register the same properties and units.

(e) No Owner may permit occupancy of a rental housing unit by a Tenant after the
deadline for registering that unit or after the deadline for renewing the registration of
that unit. An Owner registering or renewing the registration of a rental housing unit
is authorized to permit occupancy of such unit until the Department makes a final
decision on whether to issue a Certificate of Compliance hereunder.

Sec. 26-525. - Inspection requirements.

(

(a) The Department will inspect an Owner’s rental housing units after the Owner
registers its units and again after the Owner renews the registration of its units. If
the Owner has 5 or fewer rental housing units, the Department will inspect 1 unit. If
an Owner has more than 5 rental housing units, the Department will inspect no more
than 20% of an Owner’s units. However, if the Department finds no violations of
Section 26-525(b)(1) through (9) in the first 10% of units inspected, the Department
may issue Certificates of Compliance for the rest of the Owner’s units without
conducting additional inspections. The Department will conduct the same number
of inspections based on the number of rental units under management if a property
manager or other managing agent qualifying as Owner hereunder registers or
renews the registration of rental units under management.

(b) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in Section 26-525(a), the Department
may inspect additional units of an Owner upon finding violations of Property
Maintenance Standards affecting the present habitability of a rental housing unit
during a required inspection hereunder.

(c) The Department will notify the Owner and Managing Agent, in writing, of the
individual units that are set to be inspected at least fourteen (14) calendar days’ prior
to the date of the inspections so that the Owner may notify the affected Tenants.

(d) Without limiting the Department’s right to inspect for other violations of Property
Maintenance Standards, the Department will verify that each inspected unit complies
with the following:

(1) The address of the rental property and/or rental unit must be visible;
(2) All electric outlets in the rental unit must have proper covers;

(3) There will be no visible defects in the roof, ceiling, floors, walls or exterior doors
of a rental unit due to improper maintenance by the Owner;

(4) There will be an unexpired fire extinguisher located in the kitchen of the
rental unit;

(5) There will be a working smoke detector in each bedroom of a rental unit and
each path of egress from the unit;

(6) There will be no visible rodents or other infestations;

(7) The exterior breaker box for the rental unit must be secured and
covered, and any interior breaker box must be secured in a manner that complies
with manufacturer safety requirements;

(8) All exterior entrances to the crawlspace of a rental unit, if any, must be secured
and covered; and

(9) There will be no active plumbing leaks in the rental unit.

(e) The Department will issue a Certificate of Compliance for units that pass
inspection and for units that are not required to be inspected under this article. In
each Certificate, the Department will designate the rental housing units to which

it applies. The Department may, but is not required to, issue one Certificate of
Compliance covering all rental units in an Owner’s entire portfolio or all rental units
at a multi-unit property.

(f) The Department must, within ten days of a failed inspection, notify the Owner
in writing of the deficiencies. The Department will give the Owner forty-five days
to address the deficiencies before the Department re-inspects. If the deficiencies

require a building permit to satisfy the requirements of this section, the Owner must
apply for a building permit within seven (7) calendar days. The forty-five-day period
will begin tolling upon the issuance of a building permit by the Department. The
Department may inspect a failed unit earlier if the Owner notifies the Department
that the identified deficiencies have been addressed. If, after four inspections, the
Department finds that the Owner has not remedied the violations of the Property
Maintenance Standards, the Department may elect to deny the Owner a Certificate
of Compliance.

(g) If the Owner or Tenant of any rental housing unit refuses entry upon request of
the Department to carry out inspections under this article, the City will apply to the
appropriate judicial officer for a warrant based on constitutional standards in effect
at the time of the application. No city official will enter a rental housing unit to carry
out an inspection under this article without consent, lawful warrant, or other legal
authority.

Sec. 26-526. - Certificate of compliance, renewal.

(

(a) Owners receiving a Certificate of Compliance are authorized to operate all units
designated in the Certificate for one year from the date the Department issues the

Certificate. The Department may, but is not required to, establish a single renewal

registration deadline for an Owner of multiple properties or multiple rental housing

units to avoid an Owner having multiple renewal registration deadlines.

(b) Owners must apply to renew the registration of rental units, and pay the renewal
fees, at least 30 calendar days before an active Certificate of Compliance expires.
Timely renewing the registration of rental units is the responsibility of the Owner.

(c) When a tenant has been lawfully evicted, the owner shall properly dispose of or
otherwise remove any personal property or trash left on the curb within five business
days.

Sec. 26-527. - Fees.

Single-family home, new registration fee
Owner

$50; maximum of $2,000 per

Single-family home, inspection fee $50 per unit inspected

Single-family home, renewal registration fee
Owner

$50; maximum of $2,000 per

Single-family home, inspection fee $50 per unit inspected

Multi-family, new registration fee $50 per property

Multi-family, inspection fee $25 per unit inspected

Multi-family, renewal fee $50 per property

Multi-family, inspection fee $25 per unit inspected

Re-inspection fees (after corrections made) $50 per unit

Inspection fees will not be refunded if, after inspections have begun, the Department
elects to limit the number of inspections to 10% of an Owner’s units upon finding
those inspected in good condition pursuant to Section 26-525(a).

Should ownership or management change, registration fees will not be refunded
beyond 90 days from the payment date.

Sec. 26-528. - Enforcement and penalties.

Failure to register rental unit by deadline, per unit .... $250.00

Failure to timely renew registration of rental unit, per unit .... $250.00
Unauthorized occupancy without certificate of compliance, per unit ..... $500.00

Failure to remove evicted tenant’s property as required under section 26-526(c) .....
$500.00

An Owner who knowingly submits false information to the Department about the
ownership and operations of a rental housing property or unit in connection with the
initial Registration or Renewal Registrations shall, after notice and a reasonable time
to correct said information, pay a fine not exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000).
Each day thereafter in which the Owner fails to correct such false information shall
constitute a separate offense punishable by a separate fine pursuant to Sections 21-
13-1 and 21-17-5, Mississippi Code of 1972, or other statutes. Owner falsification

of information provided to the Department may be subject to additional fines and
penalties pursuant to laws, regulations and ordinances outside of this article.

An Owner is subject to all other penalties pursuant to the 2018 International Property
Maintenance Code, as adopted by the City of Jackson, and as may be amended

in the future, and any other remedies available to the City to correct the condition
giving rise to violations of Property Maintenance Standards.

Sec. 26-529. - Severability.

If any section, subsection or clause of this article shall be deemed to be
unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, the validity of the remaining sections,
subsections, and clauses shall not be affected.

Sec. 26-530. - Appeal.

(a) Any Owner denied a Certificate of Compliance by the Department after a fourth
unsatisfactory inspection may appeal the Department’s decision in writing to the
Director of the Planning and Development Department or their designee. The
Director or their designee will have the authority to conduct another inspection

to verify the condition of the unit in order to resolve the appeal. If the Director or
their designee declines to give the Owner any relief when deciding the appeal, the
Director or their designee will issue a written decision on the appeal and provide
the Owner with a copy of the written decision. The Director’s written decision will
be issued within forty-five (45) days. An Owner still aggrieved by the decision may
appeal that decision in writing to the City Council within 30 days of the decision.

(b) Any Owner aggrieved by any other decision of the Department, including its
interpretation of this article, may appeal in writing to the Director of the Planning

and Development Department or their designee within 30 days of the Department’s
decision. If the Director or their designee declines to give the Owner any relief when
deciding the appeal, the Director or their designee will issue a written decision on
the appeal and provide the Owner with a copy of the written decision. An Owner
still aggrieved by the decision may appeal that decision in writing to the City Council
within 30 days of the decision.

(c) An Owner may continue to operate its rental units while an appeal to the Director
of the Planning and Development or their designee filed under this article is pending
unless doing so would, in the opinion of the Director or their designee, present a
clear and substantial threat to the health and safety of the Tenants residing in the
Owner’s units.

Council Member Stokes moved adoption; Council Member Brown-Thomas
seconded.

Yeas — Brown-Thomas, Clay, Foote, Grizzell, Hartley, Parkinson and Stokes.
Nays — None.
Absent — None.

ATTEST:

Angela Harris
Municipal Clerk

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualified Municipal Clerk and lawful custodian
of records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is
a true and exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its Regular Council
Meeting December 2, 2025 and recorded in Minute Book “7C, Pgs. 452-458”.

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 20th day of January 2026.

Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk
1/22/2026
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AUCTION FOR CITY OF JACKSON ABANDONED, STOLEN,
SEIZED VEHICLES, EVIDENCE, AND RECOVERED PROPERTY

“To all interested parties,
known and unknown,Pursuant
to the MS State Code of 1972,
Section 21-39-21, the City of
Jackson, Mississippi, will sell at
Public Auction, the impounded,
abandoned, lost, stolen, or
misplaced  motor  vehicles
and equipment listed on the
attached schedule. Unclaimed
motor vehicles and equipment
may be sold after the expiration
of ninety (90) days from their
receipt or recovery by the City of
Jackson. The auction will be held
online at https://marketplace.
autura.com/auctions/jac-ms/ on
January 29, 2026 at 10:00 am

A list and description of
abandoned/unclaimed vehicles
will  be posted pursuant
to  statutory  requirements
in the following locations:
Hinds County Court House
Hinds Country  Chancery
Court Building
Jackson City Hall/City Clerk’s
Office”

1/8/2026, 1/15/2026 1/22/2026
#8840490 - 23-5-10499 - 2007/
CHEVROLET/SUBURBAN/
GOLD + 3GNFC16007G276688 °
ABANDONED
#8840491 « 23-3-06123 < 2008/
TOYOTA/HIGHLANDER/BLACK
JTEDS43A382012985 « STOLEN
#8840510 - 22-54151 « 2003/
LINCOLN/AVIATOR/GRAY .
5LMEU68H83ZJ01044 « STOLEN
#8840515 «  23-05-4536
2007/GMC/ENVOY/GOLD
. 1GKDS13S372178888 .
ABANDONED
#8840526  23-06-03943 « 2009/
NISSAN/MURANO/BLACK .
JNBAZ18U09W025373 « STOLEN
#8840555 -« 2023-009775
2002/GMC/SIERRA/GREEN
*  1GTEK14W52Z179686
ABANDONED
#8840868 « 23-07-01357 2008/
FORD/E-250  VAN/WHITE -
1FTNS24L38DA51870 « STOLEN
#8840891 « 23-6-01317 < 2004/
CHEVROLET/AVALANCHE/
RED + 3GNEC12T44G149403 -
ABANDONED
#8840911 + 2023-006296
2009/NISSAN/VERSA/BLACK
. 3N1BC13E89L406284 .
ABANDONED
#8840928 - 23-011942 - 2011/
NISSAN/ROGUE/SILVER
+  JNBAS5MV9BW666344 o
ABANDONED
#8840943 -  23-7-00897
2005/HONDA/CRVI/GOLD
. SHSRD78845U338047 .
ABANDONED
#8840944 - 23-06-09398 2007/
HONDA/ACCORD/SILVER
+  1HGCM56787A094251 .
ABANDONED
#8840966 + 23-08-01131
1998/TOYOTA/CAMRY/GOLD
*  4T1BG22K5WU228877
ABANDONED
#8840970 + 23-06-03594
2010/FORD/FOCUS/BLACK
*  1FAHP3FN1AW286495
ABANDONED
#8840984 o  23-3-02957
2004/NISSAN/ALTIMA/GOLD
. 1N4AL11D44C173579 .
ABANDONED
#8840991  2023-012192 « 2017/
CHEVROLET/CRUZE/SILVER
*  1G1BE5SM8H7228217 -
ABANDONED
#8841003 - 2023-010761
1999/HONDA/ACCORD/RED
*  1HGCG2252XA002156
ABANDONED
#8841004 - 2023-011102
2006/TOYOTA/COROLLA/
BLUE ¢« 2T1BR32E76C651178 -
ABANDONED
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#8841020 -  2022-119047
2018/CHEVROLET/IMPALA/
SILVER * 1G1105S30JU132882 -
EVIDENCE

#8841021 -  2023-011075
2003/TOYOTA/COROLLA/
RED ¢ 1NXBR32E33Z123275 -
ABANDONED

#8841034 « 23-07-02026 « 2017/
HYUNDAI/SONATA/SILVER
*  5NPE24AF2HH442464 -
ABANDONED

#8841062  23-05-03995 « 2016/
CHEVROLET/MALIBU/BLACK -
1G1ZB5ST3GF232789 « STOLEN

#8841064 . 2023-011075
. 1996/LEXUS/LS/SILVER
. JT8BH22F8T0050260 .
ABANDONED

#8841081 » 2023-001367 « 2017/
DODGE/CHALLENGER/RED
2C3CDZFJ7HH640062 » STOLEN

#8841099 -  23-05-02212 -
2005/HONDA/ACCORD/GOLD
. 1HGCM56745A178189
ABANDONED

#8841104 » 23-03-04332 + 2009/
HONDA/ACCORD/WHITE .
1HGCP26319A056561 « STOLEN

#8841115 » 23-6-01658 « 2003/
MERCEDES/E CLASS/BLUE
*  WDBUF65J23A236375
ABANDONED

#8841127 - 23-9-10107 o
2009/PONTIAC/G6/BLACK
. 1G2ZH57N094119174 .
ABANDONED

#8841151 +  23-05-05854
2011/FORD/FIESTA/SILVER
*  3FADP4AJ7BM240454 -
ABANDONED

#8841152 » 23-013229 -+ 2001/
PONTIAC/SUNFIRE/RED
. 1G2JB124517346627 .
ABANDONED

#38841168 o+  23-08-04435
2019/FORD/ESCAPE/GRAY
¢ 1FMCUOF7XKUA11682 -
ABANDONED

#8841174 » 23-08-06593 + 2008/
MERCEDES/C  CLASS/SILVER
*  WDDGF54X68F110373
ABANDONED

#8841194 - 22-119095 + 1985/
OLDSMOBILE/CUTLASS/
SILVER * 1G3GR47A3FP301761 *
ABANDONED

#8841212 «  23-9-08035 o
2015/KIA/OPTIMA/GRAY
¢ 5XXGM4AT6FG467128
ABANDONED

#8841216 » 2022-113540 » 2003/
HONDA/ACCORD/WHITE .
1HGCM66503A053322 « STOLEN
#8841248 +  23-08-09179 o
2022/HONDA/HR-V/SILVER
¢ 3CZRU5H5XNM743255
ABANDONED

#8841282  2021-100183
1995/GMC/SIERRA/SILVER
. 2GTEC19H0S1578585 .
ABANDONED

Fdkdkkkkdkdkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkk

#8841326 + 23-04-03157 o
2008/LAND ROVER/RANGE
ROVER SPORT/BLACK

. SALSK25408A164308 .
ABANDONED

#8841354 .+  23-08-01793
2002/CHEVROLET/TAHOE/
RED ¢ 1GNEC13Z12R325002 -
EVIDENCE

Fdkdkkkkdkdkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkk

#8841365 . 23-03-06019
. 2007/BMWI/X3/WHITE .
WBXPC934X7TWF14167 .
ABANDONED

Fdkdkkkkdkdkdkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkk

#8841366  23-3-00031 + 2004/
TOYOTA/TACOMA/WHITE
. 5TENL42N24Z379702 .
ABANDONED

#8843415 » 23-3-02534 + 1999/
JEEP/GRAND CHER/GRAY
. 1J4GW68N1XC548611 .
ABANDONED

kdkdkkkkdkdkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkhkkk

#38843419 » 2023-003462 « 1997/
CHEVROLET/GMT-400/WHITE
1GCEC19R7VE255856
EVIDENCE

#38843428 -+  23-06-04694
2003/FORD/WINDSTAR/GRAY
. 2FMZA51433BA53955 .
ABANDONED

#38843444 o 23-5-01134 o
2007/SATURN/VUE/GREEN
. 5GZCZ53417S803556 .
ABANDONED

#38843452 o 23-6-07751
2000/HONDA/CRVI/RED
. JHLRD2849YC007136 .
EVIDENCE

#38843471 » 2023-004913 « 2002/
CHEVROLET/SILVERADO/
SILVER * 2GCEC19W521201863 °
ABANDONED

#38843481 o 2022-137998
1998/HONDA/CRV/SILVER
*  JHLRD186XWC035231
ABANDONED

#8844583  23-03-04253 « 2014/
DODGE/CHARGER/GRAY
¢ 2C3CDXBG1EH237379 -
EVIDENCE

#3844584  23-08-03889 + 2006/
CHEVROLET/IMPALA/SILVER
*  2G1WB58K369296002 -
ABANDONED

#38844595 o  2023-015806
2008/CHEVROLET/IMPALA/
WHITE + 2G1WC583281239250
ABANDONED

#38844611 +  23-04-06006
2003/FORD/FOCUS/RED
. 3FAFP37363R182286 .
ABANDONED

#8844622 + 23-05-10592 « 2019/
FORD/MUSTANG/SILVER
. 1FA6P8TH7K5163133 .
ABANDONED

#8844629  23-07-07275 » 2017/
HYUNDAI/ELANTRA/WHITE
*  5NPD84LFXHH099412 -
ABANDONED

#38844635 -+ 23-05-05308
2009/HONDA/CIVIC/GRAY
. 1HGFA16589L010322 .
ABANDONED

#3844644 + 23-05-02113 « 2004/
TOYOTA/COROLLA/SILVER
1NXBR32E54Z210175 « STOLEN
#8844665 + 23-06-09605 « 2011/
HYUNDAI/SONATA/BLACK .
5NPEB4AC1BH038939 « STOLEN
#38844668 « 23-08-01632 « 2019/
HYUNDAI/ELANTRA/WHITE
. 5NPD74LFOKH480454 -
ABANDONED

#3844678 o 2023-001823
2010/NISSAN/SENTRA/WHITE
*  3N1AB6AP6AL681009 -
ABANDONED

#38844697 -  23-05-11031
2020/NISSAN/KICKS/GRAY
. 3N1CP5BV7LL540941 .
EVIDENCE

#3847874 » 2023-010833 « 2001/
CHEVROLET/SILVERADO/
BLACK * 2GCEK19T811389835 °
ABANDONED

#3848069 - 22-134448 - 2019/
DODGE/CHARGER/RED .
2C3CDXCT9KH575572 « STOLEN
#3848113 « 23-7-06897 « 2014/
CHEVROLET/CRUZE/RED
. 1G1PE5SB1E7322164 .
ABANDONED

#38848182 -+ 23-06-08678
2006/HONDA/ACCORD/GRAY
*  1HGCM563X6A060436
ABANDONED

#38848317 - 23007684 + 2011/
HYUNDAI/SONATA/SILVER
*  5NPEB4AC3BH190785
ABANDONED

#3848517 « 23-008779 - 2007/
SATURN/AURA/BLUE .
1G8ZS57N47F176860 » ARREST

dkdekkkkdkdkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkk

#38851254 +  23-05-03989

2000/BUICK/LESABRE/GOLD
. 1G4HP54K5Y4140150 .
ABANDONED

#38851999 « 23-02-02546 « 2006/
HYUNDAI/TIBURON/BLUE
+  KMHHNG65F86U188624
ABANDONED

#38852128 -+  23-09-06284
1993/GMC/OTHER/YELLOW
¢ 2GDHG31K7P4513254
ABANDONED

#8852171 » 23-08-08181 » 2009/
HONDA/ACCORD/BLACK
. 1HGCP26849A130809 .
ABANDONED

#8852186 + 23-05-02623 « 2006/
FORD/MUSTANG/BLACK
. 1ZVFT80N965265133 .
ABANDONED

#8852193 + 23-5-03666 * 2009/
CHEVROLET/TAHOE/SILVER
. 1GNEC23379R266534 .
ABANDONED

#38852204  22-131159 - 1998/
HONDA/ACCORD/SILVER
*  1HGCG1640WA033786
EVIDENCE

#8852273 o 2022-138370
2014/NISSAN/ALTIMA/BLACK
. 1N4AL3APOEC400984 -
ACCIDENT

#8852318  23-06-01927 » 2002/
FORD/EXPLORER/BLUE
*  1FMZU62E92UA12128 -
ABANDONED

#38855583 « 22-041433 - 2001/
VOLKSWAGEN/BEETLE/BLUE
+  3VWCS21C51M405536
ABANDONED

#38855695 23-07-07917
2019/NISSAN/ALTIMA/BLACK
¢ 1IN4BL4ADV9KC124806 -
ABANDONED

#38855702 + 23-08-08342 « 2016/
HYUNDAI/SONATA/GRAY
*  5NPE24AFXGH386398
ABANDONED

#38855848 « 2022-126684 « 2007/
HONDA/ACCORD/SILVER
*  3HGCM56467G710732
ABANDONED

#8855868 + 23-03-04259 « 2010/
CHEVROLET/MALIBU/GOLD
. 1G1ZC5EB1AF305990
ABANDONED

Fkddkkkkkdkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkk

#38855941 + 23-6-08780 2016/

CHRYSLER/200/WHITE .
1C3CCCAB5GN145087 .
ABANDONED

#8855974 .«  23-07-10981

2001/CHEVROLET/CAMARO/
RED « 2G1FP22KX12130070 -
EVIDENCE

#38856020  2022-064483
2005/HONDA/ACCORD/GOLD
*  1HGCM82605A005753
ABANDONED

#38858489  23-06-01894 » 2006/
BUICK/LUCERNE/SILVER
. 1G4HE57Y06U168649 .
ABANDONED

#38858502 « 2023-006033
2007/CHEVROLET/IMPALA/
WHITE « 2G1WT55K779127538
ABANDONED

#38858515 + 23-05-04902 » 2017/
HYUNDAI/TUCSON/WHITE
. KM8J33A45HU324463 -
ABANDONED

#38858542 « 2022-113855 2005/
CHEVROLET/TAHOE/BLACK
¢ 1GNEC13TX5R140396
ABANDONED

#38858572 »  23-07-00438
2008/NISSAN/MAXIMA/BLUE
. 1N4BA41E58C805631 .
ABANDONED

#8858716 . 23-08-00268
. 2006/LEXUS/ES/RED .
JTHBA30G465171395 .
ABANDONED

#3858720 «  2022-139037
2004/INFINITI/G35/BLACK
¢ JNKCV51E74M611694

ABANDONED

#8858743  +  2023-06-01135
. 2013/GMC/ACADIA/GRAY
*  1GKKRRKD5DJ136809
ABANDONED

#8859005 + 23-09-11225 « 2001/
CHEVROLET/TAHOE/WHITE
. 1GNEC13T51R135732 .
ABANDONED

#8859013 «  2022-130378
2001/TOYOTA/TACOMA/
GOLD « 5TENL42N21Z781702 o
EVIDENCE

#8859022 « 23-3-00831 « 2002/
MERCEDES/C  CLASS/BLACK
*  WDBRF61J52E007062 -
ABANDONED

#8859078 ¢ Unknown -« 2009/
FORD/FUSION/BLACK .
3FAHP07Z09R138367 .
EVIDENCE

#8861486 » 2023-002377 2002/
TOYOTA/SEQUOIA/SILVER
. 5TDZT38A925132624 .
ABANDONED

#8861511 » 23-4-00589 » -/FORD/
FOCUS/BLACK « NOT VISIBLE *
ABANDONED

#8861528 « 2022-087198
2014/CHEVROLET/MALIBU/
BLACK ¢ 1G11E5SLXEF261675 *
ABANDONED

#8861534 » 2021-138296 + 1999/
CHEVROLET/SUBURBAN/
WHITE ¢ 3GNEC16R5XG159490 *
ABANDONED

#8861602 - 23-08-01309
2006/PONTIAC/GRAND  PRIX/
SILVER * 2G2WP552461279533 °
ABANDONED

#38861725 » 23-08-08445
2001/LEXUS/OTHER/WHITE
JT8BD69SX10134406 « STOLEN
#38861745 »  23-09-04610
1997/FORD/F250/WHITE
. 2FTFX28L3VCA44297 .
EVIDENCE

#38861798 + 23-09-11249 » 2007/
CHEVROLET/AVALANCHE/
BLACK * 3GNEC12057G174353 °
STOLEN

#38861831 «  2023-004309
2004/HONDA/ACCORD/GOLD
*  1HGCM56354A100905 -
ABANDONED

#8861834 -  23-09-11382
2016/KIA/FORTE/GRAY
KNAFK4A62G5612175
ABANDONED

#8862063  22-136763 ° 2003/
CHEVROLET/TAHOE/WHITE
. 1GNEC13Z43R154621 .
ABANDONED

#8862089 + 23-06-10416 2010/
TOYOTA/COROLLA/SILVER
¢ 2T1BU4EE2AC461460 .
ABANDONED

Fdkkkkkdkdkkkkkdkkkdkkdkkkkkkkkkkkkk

#8862183 . 23-06-03141
. 2015/KIA/RIO/RED .
KNADM4A3XF 6494943 .
ABANDONED

Fdkkkkkdkdkkkkkdkkkkkdkdkkkkkkkkkkkkk

#8862222 + 23-8-02410 - 2014/
MERCEDES/E =~ CLASS/BLACK
*  WDDHF7GB2EA939059
STOLEN

Fdkkkkkdkdkkkkkdkkkdkdkdkkkkkkkkkkkkk

#38864141  22-141164 - 2010/

HONDA/ACCORD/RED .
1HGCP2F80AA074601 .
ABANDONED

#38864268 - 23-04-05384

2003/FORD/F150/WHITE
*  1FTRX17W53NB05188
ABANDONED

#38864437 + 23-04-00584 « 2005/
CHEVROLET/MALIBU/TAN .
1G1ZT52835F106891 « STOLEN
#38864475 + 23-06-04858 2011/
NISSAN/ALTIMA/BLACK .
1N4AL2AP5BN471902 « STOLEN
#38864485 - 23-06-03751
2008/CHRYSLER/SEBRING/
BLUE ¢ 1C3LC46K28N124231 o
ABANDONED

Fdkdkkkkdkdkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkk

#8864846 e+ 23-09-08836
2000/CHEVROLET/OTHER/
TAN  1GCCS14W1YK202499 -
EVIDENCE

#8864892 o 22-114224 + 1997/
FORD/EXPEDITION/GREEN
. 1FMEU17L9VLB39223
ABANDONED

#8865042 « 23-6-00750 ¢ 2015/
HYUNDAI/SONATA/BLUE .
5NPE24AA2FH162626 » STOLEN
#8865092 - 2023-001840 -
2008/GMC/SAVANA/WHITE
. 1GDJG31C581909072 .
ABANDONED

#8865106  23-09-08827 « 2015/
FORD/EXPLORER/WHITE
*  1FM5K8GTOFGB56419 -«
ABANDONED

#8865291 e+  23-04-02760 -
2008/NISSAN/ALTIMA/BLACK
. 1N4AL21E08N521497 .
ABANDONED

#8865308 * 2023-012379 « 2004/
CHEVROLET/TAHOE/WHITE
. 1GNEK13Z64R183638 .
EVIDENCE

#8867673 e+ 23-07-04256 -
2005/JEEP/GRAND CHER/
RED ¢ 1J4HR58N95C535379
ABANDONED

#8867921 .+  23-08-09936 -
2020/NISSAN/ALTIMA/GRAY
. 1N4BL4BVXLC207262
ABANDONED

#8867992 o  23-7-03139 -
2007/PONTIAC/G6/BLACK
. 1G2ZF58B474219382 .
ABANDONED

#8868006 * 23-04-07833 » -/GMC/
YUKON XL 1500/GOLD e« NOT
VISIBLE « ABANDONED
#8868065  2022-111800 * 2005/
HONDA/ACCORD/BLACK
+  3HGCM564X5G705742
ABANDONED

#8868288  23-04-07449 + 2006/
MERCURY/GRAND  MARQUIS/
GOLD + 2MEFM74V06X622054 «
ABANDONED

#8868361  23-08-06388 « 2002/
FORD/EXPLORER/GRAY
. 1FMZU62E82ZC17541 .
ABANDONED

#8868406  23-05-07697 « 2001/
LINCOLN/TOWN  CAR/GREEN
*  1LNHM82W11Y640742 -
ABANDONED

#8868424  23-07-04246 + 2019/
HYUNDAI/ELANTRA/SILVER
. 5NPD74LF1KH468636 .
ABANDONED

#8868436 ° 22-140383 + 2013/
CHEVROLET/TRAVERSE/GRAY
*  1GNKRGKDXDJ238954 -«
STOLEN

#8868705  23-06-06473 « 2007/
TOYOTA/OTHER/BLACK
. JTKDE177370171145 .
ABANDONED

#8868787 « 23-07-01890 « 2017/
CHRYSLER/300/BLACK .
2C3CCAEG3HH593798 « STOLEN
#8868797 e+  23-06-02968 -
2013/LINCOLN/MKZ/BLACK
. 3LN6L2G93DR819216 .
ABANDONED

#8868823  23-04-08485 « 2001/
HONDA/ACCORD/SILVER
. 1HGCG16591A029771 .
ABANDONED

#8871081 « 23-09-08040 « 2016/
HYUNDAI/SONATA/SILVER
¢ 5NPE24AF6GH304912 -«
ABANDONED

#8871091 « 23-07-10268 « 2007/
MERCEDES/S  CLASS/BLACK
¢ WDDNG71XX7A084859 -«
STOLEN

#8871099 » 23-03-08423 * 2015/KIA/
RIO/SILVER *KNADM4A32F 6527840
* ABANDONED

1/8/2026,1/15/2026, 1/22/2026
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson,
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be
stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, February 17, 2026, at which time said bids will be
publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council
Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

RFP-91235-021726 Resurfacing of Existing Tennis Courts and Installation of New
Pickle Ball Courts at Grove Park Tennis Area

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV & WWW.
CENTRALBIDDING.COM

“Official bid documents can be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.
centralbidding.com. Electronic bids and/or reverse auction bids can be submitted
www.centralbidding.com. For any question relating to the electronic bidding process,
please call Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.”

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms can
be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604,
Hood Building, and Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of Bid specifications are
filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986
Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public
Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal
business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-
condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed
and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid
submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City of
Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall
disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract.
For more information on the City’'s EBO Program, please contact the Office of
Economic Development at (601)960-1851. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO
Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the Office of
Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, and Jackson,
Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all Bids. The City also reserves the
right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any Bid submitted. Bid awards
will be made to the lowest and best company submitting the lowest net price in
accordance with specifications. The award could be according to the lowest cost per
item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal.
Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the Bid proposal. In those cases
where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according
to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this
affect will be included on the proposal form. Absence of such statement means the
City will make that determination during the Bid review.

Monica Oliver, Purchasing Manager
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1023 or (601) 960-1028

1/15/2026, 1/22/2026
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LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that Proposals will be received by the City Clerk of the City of
Jackson, Mississippi until 3:30p.m., Tuesday, January 27, 2026. The City of Jackson,
Mississippi requests proposals from art groups and other community development
groups providing services to the citizens in the City of Jackson.

Financial assistance up to $5,000.00 is available to support arts and community
development activities designed to increase awareness, understanding and
appreciation of the arts and improve the quality of life among the citizens of Jackson.
This solicitation seeks proposals with an emphasis on community exposure, history
and education.

Grant awards offered by the City of Jackson shall only represent supplemental
funding in support of arts projects and community development-based projects. To
be eligible for funding, proposing organizations must have verifiable cash match
contributions that equals to at least 50% of project cost.

For the Request for Proposal packet, please contact Beverley Johnson-Durham

at (601)960-0383. All proposals must be sealed and plainly marked on the outside
of the envelope: Proposal for General Funds Arts and Community Based Grants.
Proposal packets must be received by the City Clerk’s Office at City Hall, 219 South
President Street by 3:30pm on January 27, 2026

The City reserves the right to reject any and all proposals.

Request for proposal documents can be downloaded from the City of Jackson
website: www.jacksonms.gov and may be picked up at the City of Jackson
Department of Human and Cultural Services located at 633 North State Street Suite
423, Jackson MS 39202.

By: Pamela D. C. Junior - Director
Department of Human and Cultural Services

1/15/2026, 1/22/2026
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Public Notice

All interested public and private transit and paratransit operators within Hinds,
County, are hereby advised that the Jackson Medical Mall Foundation is applying
to the Mississippi Department of Transportation, Jackson, Mississippi, for a grant
under Section 5310 of the Federal Public Transportation Act, as amended, to
provide transportation services to elderly and disabled persons. These services will
be beyond those required by the Americans with Disabilities Act. Service is being
provided within Hinds County. This program consists of existing services with no
environmental impact, and no relocation resulting from the project. The purpose

of this notice is to advise all interested parties, including transit and paratransit
operators,

of the service being planned for providing transportation services for persons with
disabilities within the area as described above, and to ensure that such a program
would not represent a duplication of current or of proposed services provided by
existing transit or paratransit operators in the area.

Comments either for or against this service will be received at any time beginning
January 13, 2025, through January 27, 2025, from 8:00am to 5:00pm. All comments
should be addressed to Mr. Primus Wheeler at the Jackson Medical Mall Foundation
at 601-982-8467 or via email at pwheeler@jacksonmedicalmall.org.

1/15/2026, 1/22/2026
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
RURAL AREA PROGRAM

South Central Community Action Agency of, Jackson, Mississippi 39212, is
considering applying to the Mississippi Department of Transportation, Public
Transportation Division, for assistance through its Rural Area Program to provide
public transportation services within Hinds, Rankin, and Simpson Counties. Funding
is available to state agencies, local public bodies and agencies thereof, non-profit
organizations, operators of public transportation services in locations other than
urbanized Area, and, under special circumstances, private operators of public
transportation on a competitive basis to undertake eligible transportation activities.

The goals of the Rural Area Program are: to enhance the access of people in non-
urbanized Area to health care, shopping, education, employment, public services
and recreation; to assist in the maintenance, development, improvement, and use
of public transportation systems in rural and small urban Area; to encourage and
facilitate the most efficient use of all Federal funds used to provide passenger
transportation in non-urbanized Area through the coordination of programs and
services; and to provide for the participation of private transportation providers in
non-urbanized transportation to the maximum extent feasible.

The purposes for which these funds can be used are capital purchases that include
such items as support vehicles, communication equipment, wheelchair lifts, etc.;
administrative costs that include such items as salaries, office supplies, insurance,
etc.; and operating expenses that include such items as driver’s wages, fuel, oil,
etc. More specific details regarding eligible activities, program requirements and
the program criteria will be provided at a public hearing which will be held at South
Central Community Action Agency Inc., 3891 I-55 South Frontage Road, Jackson,
Mississippi 39212 on February 3, 2026, at 10:00 AM.

The purpose of this hearing will be to obtain citizen input into the development of the
application.
1/22/2026

JACKSON
BULLY’S RESTAURANT
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY

CITY HALL

219 S President St

GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL

3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL

2030 N Siwell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL

4331 Highway 80W

DOLLAR GENERAL

5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL

DOLLAR GENERAL

304 Briarwood Dr

DOLLAR GENERAL

2855 McDowell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL

104 Terry Rd

J & AFUEL STORES

3249 Medgar Evers Bivd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S MARKET
Northside Drive

MCDADE’S MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall

350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART

5492 Watkins Drive

Capitol Street and Monument Street

1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)

Pick Up

THE Mississippr LINK

AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

SPORTS MEDICINE

Fortification and I-55

MURPHY USA

6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE

Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS

380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

CANTON

A&l

716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B&B

702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE

3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE

Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART

743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY

Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN

285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS

K & K ONE STOP

110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE

421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP

257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY

22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

BYRAM

DOLLAR GENERAL

125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

5495 |-565 South Frontage Road

VOWELL'S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road

CITY HALL

Terry Road

CLINTON
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

TERRY

SERVICE STATION

at Exit 78

CITY HALL

West Cunningham Avenue

RAYMOND

HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER

505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY

122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS

LOVE FOOD MART

120 E. Main Street,

Raymond, MS

RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL

110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE

UTICA
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18

PITT STOP

101 Hwy 18 & 27

BOLTON
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

Mississippi Classified Advertising Network

To place your statewide classified ad order, call MS Press Services at 601-981-3060

AUTOS

HOME IMPROVEMENT

REAL ESTATE

WE BUY 8,000 CARS a week. Sell
your old, busted or junk car with no
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell
your car to Peddle. Easy three step
process. Instant offer. Free pickup.

Fast payment. Call 1-833-758-
1344

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
WE HAVE BUYERS, we need
sellers of all business types.
Business  Valuation Consulting,
discretely selling businesses.

Contact Steve Floyd at 769-229-
4200 or bizvalconsulting@gmail.
com.

FOR SALE

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year warranty
with qualifying purchase. Call
1-844-316-8630 today to
schedule a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable

prices - No payments for 18
monthsl Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &

Military Discounts available. Call:
1-833-764-2473

OLSHAN FOUNDATION SOLUTIONS.
Your trusted foundation repair
experts since 1933. Foundation
repair. Crawl space recovery.
Basement waterproofing. Water
management and Free
evaluation. Limited time up to $250

off foundation repair. Call Olshan
1-866-264-5115

more.

SAFE STEP. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service. Now
featuring our FREE shower package
and $1600 Off for a limited time!
Call today! Financing available.
Call Safe Step 1-855-532-0066

INSURANCE

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental insurance
- NOT just a discount plan. Do
not waitl Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information Kit with
all the details! 1-855-584-8517
www.dental50plus.com/mspress
#6258

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!
50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 1-833-
641-4206

MISCELLANEOUS

DONATE your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and receive a top
tax deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-866-428-0305
today!

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash
AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Call today
for your fair cash offer: 1-601-273-
8545.CONNECT TO THE BEST
WIRELESS HOME INTERNET with
EarthlLink. Enjoy speeds from 5G
and 4G LTE networks, no contracts,
easy installation, and data plans up

to 300 GB. Call 866-831-4021

SERVICES
CONNECT TO THE BEST
WIRELESS HOME INTERNET

with Earthlink. Enjoy speeds from
5G and 4G LTE networks, no
contracts, easy installation, and
data plans up to 300 GB. Cadll
866-831-4021

CONSUMER CELLULAR -
the same reliable, nationwide
coverage as the largest carriers.
No long-term contract, no hidden
fees and activation is free. All
plans feature unlimited talk and
text, starting at just $20/month.
For more information, call 1-844-
54-4517

GET DISH SATELLITE TV +
INTERNET! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-
Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call
Today! 1-877-628-3143

WEEK OF JAN. 19, 2026

YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN

90 NEWSPAPERS STATEWIDE
Call your local newspaper or 601-981-3060 ext. 3
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'Measles: What you heed to know
and why vaccinations still matters

By Vince Faust MA
Health Educator and Motivational Writer

Measles is back in the news, and for
good reason. Once nearly wiped out in
the United States, this highly conta-
gious disease is making a comeback in
some communities. But what is measles
and why should we still be concerned
about it in 2026? Let’s break it down
in a way that’s easy to understand and
share with your family, friends and
neighbors.

Measles is a disease caused by a vi-
rus. It spreads very easily from person
to person, especially in places where
people are close together, like schools,
airports, train stations or crowded
events. If someone with measles
coughs, sneezes or even breathes near
you, you can catch it. The virus can stay
in the air for up to two hours after the
person has left the room.

The symptoms usually start about 7
to 14 days after you’ve been exposed.
At first, it might feel like a regular cold
with fever, cough, runny nose and red,
watery eyes. But then a red, blotchy
rash appears, usually starting on the
face and spreading to the rest of your
body. Some people also get white spots
inside their mouth.

Measles aren’t just uncomfortable, it
can be dangerous. It can lead to serious
problems like:

* Ear infections

* Diarrhea and dehydration

* Pneumonia (a lung infection)

* Encephalitis (swelling of the brain)

* Blindness

* Even death, especially in young
children or people with weak immune
systems

Thanks to vaccines, measles was
declared eliminated from the U.S. in
2000. That means it wasn’t spreading
regularly in the country anymore. But
in recent years, measles have come
back in some arecas. Why? Because not
enough people are getting vaccinated.

When fewer people get vaccinated,
the virus has more chances to spread.
That’s why we’re seeing outbreaks
again in schools, in neighborhoods and
even in places where people thought
they were safe.

What Is the MMR Vaccine?

PHOTO OF CHILD BEING VACCINATED - CREATED BY VINCE FAUST

The MMR vaccine protects against
three diseases, measles, mumps and ru-
bella. That’s why it’s called MMR.

Most children get their first dose of
the MMR vaccine around their first
birthday. They get a second dose before
starting school, usually between ages
4 and 6. These two doses give strong,
long-lasting protection.

The MMR vaccine is very effective.
About 97 out of 100 people who get
both doses are protected from measles
for life. That’s a powerful shield.

Can You Still Get Measles After the
Vaccine?

Yes, but it’s rare. A small number of
people, about 3 out of 100, might still
get measles even after being fully vac-
cinated. This is called a “breakthrough
infection.”

But here’s the good news: if a vac-
cinated person does get measles, their
symptoms are usually much milder.
They’re also much less likely to spread
the virus to others. That’s because their
immune system is already trained to
fight it off.

Can You Spread Measles If You're
Vaccinated?

No. If you’ve been vaccinated and
you’re not sick, you can’t spread mea-
sles. The vaccine itself does not contain
a live virus that can infect others. And
if you don’t catch measles, you can’t
pass it on.

This is why vaccines are so impor-
tant, not just for you, but for everyone
around you.

What Is Herd Immunity?

Herd immunity is like a safety net
for the whole community. When most
people are vaccinated, it’s harder for a
disease to spread. That’s because the
virus has fewer people to infect.

Think of it like this: imagine a fire
trying to spread through a forest. If
most of the trees are wet, the fire can’t
go very far. But if many trees are dry,
the fire spreads quickly. Vaccines are
like water; they help stop the fire before
it gets out of control.

Herd immunity is especially impor-
tant for people who can’t get vaccinat-
ed. This includes:

» Babies who are too young for the
vaccine

* People with cancer or other serious
illnesses

* People with allergies to vaccine in-
gredients

When you get vaccinated, you’re not
just protecting yourself, you’re protect-
ing your neighbors, your grandparents,
your classmates and your community.

What Are Mumps and Rubella?

The MMR vaccine also protects
against two other diseases, mumps and
rubella.

Mumps

Mumps is a virus that causes swell-

ing in the salivary glands, especially
the ones near your cheeks and jaw.
That’s why people with mumps often
look like they have “chipmunk cheeks.”

Other symptoms include:

* Fever

» Headache

* Muscle aches

* Tiredness

* Loss of appetite

Mumps can also cause more serious
problems, like:

» Swelling of the testicles or ovaries

* Hearing loss

* Meningitis (swelling of the brain
and spinal cord)

Before the vaccine, mumps was very
common in children and teens. Now,
thanks to the MMR shot, it’s much less
common but outbreaks can still hap-
pen, especially in places like colleges or
sports teams where people are in close
contact.

Rubella (German Measles)

Rubella is a mild illness for most
people. It causes a low fever, sore throat
and a pink rash that starts on the face
and spreads. But rubella is very danger-
ous for pregnant women. If a woman
catches rubella while pregnant, it can
cause serious birth defects or even mis-
carriage.

That’s why rubella vaccination is so
important. It helps protect future gen-
erations.

Why Are Some People Not Vacci-
nated?

There are different reasons why some
people don’t get vaccinated:

* Medical reasons: Some people have
health conditions that make vaccines
unsafe for them.

* Access issues: In some areas, people
may not have easy access to healthcare
or vaccines.

* Misinformation: Some people are
afraid of vaccines because of things
they’ve read online or heard from oth-
ers. But the truth is, vaccines are safe
and effective. They go through years of
testing before they’re approved.

What Happens When Vaccination
Rates Drop?

When fewer people get vaccinated,
diseases like measles, mumps and ru-
bella can come back. We’ve seen this

happen in the U.S., Europe and other
parts of the world.

In 2019, there were over 1,200 cases
of measles in the U.S., which is the
highest number in nearly 30 years.
Most of those cases were in people who
hadn’t been vaccinated.

It’s a reminder that we can’t take our
health for granted. Vaccines work, but
only if enough people get them.

What Should You Do?

Here’s how you can help keep your
family and community safe:

» Check your vaccine records. Make
sure you and your children have had
both doses of the MMR vaccine.

 Talk to your doctor. If you’re not
sure about your vaccine status, your
doctor can help.

» Share the facts. If someone you
know is unsure about vaccines, share
what you’ve learned. Sometimes, a
calm conversation can make a big dif-
ference.

* Stay home if you’re sick. If you have
symptoms of measles, mumps or ru-
bella, call your healthcare provider and
avoid contact with others.

Measles, mumps and rubella are seri-
ous diseases, but they’re also prevent-
able. The MMR vaccine is one of the
best tools we have to protect ourselves
and each other.

In communities like ours, where
we gather in airports, train stations,
schools and family events, it’s especial-
ly important to keep these diseases out.
When we protect ourselves, we protect
our elders, our children and our future.

Let’s keep our communities strong,
healthy and informed. Vaccines are a
gift we give to each other and a promise
to keep each other safe.

Before starting any health or fitness
program consult your physician.

I want to hear what you think about
this article.

If you have a fitness question or con-
cern you would like addressed tipstob-
efit@gmail.com

Catch “Tips to be Fit” on “Good Day
Good Health” everyday

If you’ve missed an article of “Tips to
be Fit” just search “Vince Faust” “Tips
to be Fit”

AMR Medics warn cold
weather can maim and kill

Mississippi Link Newswire

With dramatically low tem-
peratures soon to hit the Deep
South, American Medical Re-
sponse (AMR) is specifying
how to avoid, recognize and
provide first aid for two deadly
cold-related illnesses: hypo-
thermia and frostbite. Both
conditions can and do occur in
Mississippi.

Deaths in the United States
related to cold weather doubled
between 1999 and 2022, ac-
cordingly to a study published
in December 2024 in the Jour-
nal of the American Medical
Association. The research re-
ported more than 3,000 Ameri-
cans died from cold-related
factors than each of the previ-
ous several years. The study
found nearly all of the increase
was between 2016 and 2022.
The researchers said rising
homelessness, increased social
isolation, the aging of the U.S.
population and climate change
potentially contributed to the
increase. .

Death directly due to cold
weather is most likely when
an unhealthy, inadequately
dressed person is outdoors in
cold, wet conditions for an ex-
tended period. Examples are
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Pollard

a cognitively impaired person
who wanders from home or a
lost or injured hunter caught in
rain or snow for an extended
period with no way to commu-
nicate. However, death from
extreme cold can also happen
indoors.

Overexposure to cold can kill
or cripple the healthiest person
but some groups are at greater
risk: older adults, small chil-
dren, the chronically ill, sub-
stance abusers and homeless
individuals. Check on older
adults frequently because age

and some medications hinder
the body’s ability to sense and
adapt to temperature changes.

“To avoid hypothermia and
frostbite, wear several layers of
loose clothing — even indoors,”
said Jim Pollard from AMR
Central Mississippi. “Layers
of clothes provide more insu-
lation than one thick garment.
The clothing against your body
should be silk or a synthetic
such as polyester. Those fab-
rics will wick moisture from
your skin, on top of the first
layer, add increasingly bulky
clothing. Wool is a good choice
if you are certain, you will not
get it wet. When you are out-
doors, the top layer should re-
sist rain, sleet or snow and have
zippers for venting body heat if
you become too warm.”

Pollard also suggested:

Since a substantial per-
centage of body heat escapes
through the scalp, wear a
stocking cap, even indoors.

Mittens keep hands warmer
than gloves.

Wearing more than one
pair of socks, especially thick
socks, keeps feet warmer.

Remove clothing that gets
wet as soon as possible.

“We should remember that

hypothermia can happen in-
doors as well as outside,” Pol-
lard said. People with little or
no source of heat should move
to a friend’s or family mem-
ber’s home or to a public shel-
ter.

To combat cold in your home,
Pollard advised: Use a south-
facing room. Close the doors
for all rooms you do not have
to use and for other parts of
the home where heat could be
wasted. Stuff towels between
the bottoms of doors and the
floor, especially where there
are drafts. Close the vents in
unused rooms.

In the daytime, open your
curtains for the warmth of sun-
light. Stayed bundled up with
blankets. If you have a fire-
place that you know is working
well, use it. To prevent carbon
monoxide poisoning, never
bring a generator indoors and
do not use a gas stove for heat.
Be careful with kerosene heat-
ers, space heaters and candles.

It is wise to check smoke de-
tectors and install carbon mon-
oxide detectors.

AMR: Prevent, Recognize &
Give Proper 1st Aid For Hypo-
thermia & Frostbite

Hypothermia: Hypothermia

is dangerously low cooling of
the body’s internal tempera-
ture. Hypothermia victims
go through stages of shiver-
ing, numbness, confusion and
drowsiness. Eventually, they
lose consciousness. Unless
emergency aid is provided,
death can soon follow.

First aid for hypothermia in-
cludes moving the person from
the cold setting and removing
any wet clothes, Wrap the per-
son in warm materials and, if
the victim is alert, give warm,
non-alcoholic  fluids. Never
give anything by mouth to
someone who is less than fully
alert.

Frostbite: Frostbite rarely
happens in Mississippi, but it is
possible. Frostbite is the actual
freezing of a body part, most
often the fingers, toes, ears or
nose. Frostbitten body parts
may feel hard or waxy and
become blue, black, grayish-
yellow or white. Affected body
parts may have sensations of
pins and needles, burning,
stinging or numbness. If not
treated, frostbite can require
amputation of injured body
parts and lead to potentially fa-
tal infection.

First aid for frostbite in-

cludes removing the person
from the cold setting. Handle
the affected part gently to pro-
tect it from further injury. Do
not rub the frostbitten part or
allow the victim to try to use
it, such as walking on frostbit-
ten toes. Wrap the part in a dry,
clean dressing.

Never put ice on frostbite.
Re-warm the frostbitten body
part only if emergency care is
remote or unavailable. After
re-warming, never let the part
re-freeze.

If you suspect someone is
hypothermic or suffering frost-
bite, call 911 for emergency
medical service immediately.

For more information, visit
the National Safety Council at
nsc.org.

Pollard added, “Remember
to take care of the four P’s -
people, pipes, pets and plants.”

About American Medical
Response (AMR) Operating
in 15 Mississippi counties,
AMR companies are among
the state’s busiest ambulance
services.

AMR is part of Global Medi-
cal Response, the largest air
and ground emergency medi-
cal service provider in the
United States.
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Serving those in need with

By Dr. Timothy Rush
Guest Writer

For the past several years,
Girl Scout Troop 5351 of Col-
lege Hill Baptist Church has
gathered early on the morning
in which the nation remem-
bers and reflects on the life of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to
give a day of service to those in
need. This year I was honored
along with a small group of men
from College Hill to tag along
and offer our support.

The day of service for these
vibrant young ladies began
when they, along with their
troop leaders and parents gath-
ered inside the Family Life Cen-
ter at College Hill and prepared
grab bags that included refresh-
ments, socks, and backpacks.
After all the bags were stuffed,
we headed to Pittman Park, a
well-known homeless commu-
nity. Upon our arrival, we found
other community organizations
present. We were able to serve
more than 40 people at this loca-
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Girl Scouts of College Hill along with their other family members and representatives of the Laymen’s Ministry preparing bags to distribute to
the unhoused and others in need on Dr. MLK; Jr. Day of Service.

tion. After that distribution stop
and under the advice of a local
minister who identified herself
as “Street Mama,” we traveled
to Shepherd’s Park. There we
did not find anyone to share our
ministry with. because those in
need had left that location.

We then proceeded to Battle-
field Park and from there, we

proceeded to Monument Street,
where we were met by several
law enforcement officers from
the Hinds County Sheriff’s Of-
fice along with more than 40
volunteers who were engulfed
with their day of service activ-
ity: cleaning up Gallatin Street,
spearheaded by local business-
man and disc jockey Chris Carr.

Because of the clean-up project,
the unhoused that are usually
widespread at that location had
been told they had to leave so
that the area could be cleaned
and cleared of all the debris that
had piled up there.

After that encounter, we
found ourselves under the in-
famous bridge on Monument

=

Street where there is a small
‘tent’ city. It was very hum-
bling for the scouts and adults
alike to witness families living
in makeshift tents, the troops
and adults were happy to share
our backpacks. We then trav-
eled to the Pilot Truck-Stop and
there we found families staying
in what appeared to be broken-

Girl Scout Troop 5351

down vehicles.

The mission of the troop is
guided by service. Not wanting
to return with anything in hand,
we then proceeded to the Billy
Broomfield House and then
made our way to the Stewpot
Opportunity Center. Arriving
just in time when a large crowd
was gathered, we were able to
disburse more than 60 bags at
this location.

At the end of the day, Girl
Scout Troop Leaders Mary
Fisher and Jackie Hampton re-
minded the girls how blessed
they were and how they had
been a blessing to so many in
need. With what we are deal-
ing with in this country, I am
particularly grateful that Girl
Scout Troop 5351 have learned
the principals of “serving the
least of them.” One thing was
constant the entire day, an at-
titude of gratitude filled the
spaces we were in as each group
responded with the same cheers
of thanksgiving.

BILLY BRUMFIELD
HOUSE

A STEWPOT COMMUNITY SERVICE
MINISTRY
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Scholastic and the Council
of the Great City Schools
Select JPS as 2025-2026

Richard M. Robinson
Literacy Champion

JPS Newswire

Scholastic, the global chil-
dren’s publishing, education, and
media company, with the Coun-
cil of the Great City Schools
(CGCS), a coalition of 81 of the
nation’s largest urban public
school systems, announced Jack-
son Public Schools as the fifth
annual winner of the Richard
M. Robinson Literacy Cham-
pion Award. Named in honor
of the late Scholastic Chairman
and CEO, this annual award
recognizes a CGCS member
school district for demonstrated
progress in advancing reading
achievement with the goal of fur-
ther supporting gains by increas-
ing access to digital and print
books, magazines, and materials
within the district.

“At Scholastic, we believe lit-
eracy is the foundation for equity
and opportunity,” said Tai Chap-
man, Vice President of Strate-
gic Initiatives & Partnerships
at Scholastic Education. “Dr.
Greene, his team, and Jackson
Public Schools’ commitment to
expanding access to books and
fostering a culture of reading re-
flect the very spirit of the Richard
M. Robinson Literacy Champion
Award. We are honored to cel-
ebrate their achievements and to
support their continued efforts to
ensure every child has the chance
to thrive through the power of
reading..”

As the Richard M. Robin-
son Literacy Champion Award-
winner, Jackson Public Schools
is provided the opportunity to
select a site for a school library
makeover. This spring, Shir-
ley Elementary will receive a
donation of more than 6,000
high-quality books, and every
enrolled student will receive a
summer book pack of 10 titles to
take home and own, encouraging
independent reading beyond the
classroom. In addition, the school
will also receive a one-year site
license to Scholastic Literacy

Pro®, an award-winning blended
learning program that provides
24/7 access to more than 2,500
fiction and nonfiction e-books for
purposeful independent reading,
allowing personalized student
choice while providing teachers
with real-time data to inform in-
struction. The prizing will help
Jackson Public Schools increase
access to books and educational
resources for their students— a
critical component to student
success, as according to the latest
Scholastic Kids & Family Read-
ing Report™, over half of all
kids get most of the books they
read for fun from a school-based
source.

“Under the leadership of
Superintendent Dr. Errick L.
Greene, Jackson Public Schools
has experienced a 5 percentage
point increase in literacy growth
scores overall and a 3 percentage
point increase in literacy growth
scores among its lowest perform-
ing students in 2025,” said Coun-
cil Executive Director Ray Hart.
“The gains students are making
in reading reflect the hard work
and initiatives implemented by
the district. We are proud to part-
ner with Scholastic to present the
Richard M. Robinson Literacy
Champion Award to an urban
school system that continues
to make progress in advancing
reading achievement.”

“Reading opens doors to
countless opportunities, offering
access to new knowledge while
cultivating imagination, creativ-
ity, and a deeper understanding
of the world,” said Jackson Pub-
lic Schools Superintendent Dr.
Errick L. Greene. “I'm grateful
for the hard work happening in
our classrooms every day and
for partners who believe in what
our children can accomplish.
This award gives us even more
momentum to expand access to
books and spark a deeper love of
reading across our district.”

nissan-canton.com

Celebrating
20 years of service
in the Greater
Jackson Area.

JSU features personal items
of famed Mississippi author

Margaret Walker Alexander in

new Smithsonian exhibit

By William Kelly
Jackson State University

Jackson  State  Universi-
ty (JSU) is expanding its cul-
tural reach as a partnering insti-
tution with “At the Vanguard:
Making and Saving History
at Historically Black Colleges
and Universities.” This special
exhibit highlights rare collec-
tions from five HBCUs, includ-
ing JSU’s Margaret Walker
Center (MWC). It will feature
Margaret Walker Alexander’s,
Ph.D., personal journals, the
Elizabeth Catlett sculpture of
Phillis Wheatley, and the type-
writer Alexander used to pro-
duce notable works such as the
revised ‘Jubilee’ manuscript.

“At the Vanguard affirms
what Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities have
long known and practiced—
preserving history is central to
our mission. Jackson State Uni-
versity is honored to contrib-
ute to this exhibition through
the Margaret Walker Center,
where lived experience, schol-
arship and cultural memory are
preserved with care,” said JSU
Interim President Denise Jones
Gregory, Ph.D. “This moment
recognizes the role HBCUs
play in safeguarding the past
and preparing future genera-
tions to study, interpret and
carry that history forward.”

The project is the culmina-
tion of a five-year pilot ini-
tiative, known as the HBCU
History and Culture Access
Consortium (HCAC), in which
JSU serves as an inaugural
member. Launched by the
National Museum of African
American History & Culture
(NMAAHC) in 2021, partners
of the consortium engage in ac-
tivities and programming that
seek to strengthen the role of
HBCU museums and archives
in America.

“At the Vanguard” will dis-
play over 100 objects telling
a story of resilience, preser-
vation, scholarship and more
through the lens of the part-
nering HBCUs. Additionally,
JSU’s MWC contributes nearly
30 publications, photographs
from the 1973 Phillis Wheat-
ley Poetry Festival, historical
markers and political buttons.

Director of the Margaret
Walker Center Robert Luckett,
Ph.D., says the contribution
continues JSU’s commitment
to the arts through education.

“The support for the Marga-
ret Walker Center and Jackson
State University to preserve
and promote our historic col-
lections through digitization
and this exhibition is crucial
to our long-term sustainability

CUs
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On Monday, January 12, Jackson State University faculty, staff, students and administrators were invite
to attend a special preview of “At the Vanguard: Making and Saving History at Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities.” PHOTO COURTESY OF THE SMITHSONIAN

This bronze bust of Phillis Wheatley, a mid-
18th-century poet, is one of many historical
items that can be found at the National Mu-

seum of African American History & Culture.

The bust was sculpted by Elizabeth Catlett.
WILLIAM H. KELLY IIJACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY

A

THE SMITHSONIAN

Robert Luckett, Ph.D., serves as the director of the Mar-
garet Walker Center at Jackson State University. Luckett
is an inaugural member of the HBCU History and Culture
Access Consortium, whose role is to strengthen HBCU
museums and archives in America. PHOTO COURTESY OF
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“At the Vanguard,” will feature the IBM typewriter formerly owned by famed author and scholar Margaret
Walker Alexander, Ph.D. Alexander used the typewriter to produce notable works such as the revised
‘Jubilee’ manuscript. WILLIAM H. KELLY IIIlJACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY

and visibility, and the opportu-
nity to introduce our students
at Jackson State to this field of
public history has been a game
changer,” adds Luckett.

“The HCAC initiative has
been a transformative partner-
ship with our sister institutions
at these other four HBCUs
and the Smithsonian National
Museum of African American

History and Culture,” adds
Luckett.

Other HCAC partnering in-
stitutions include Clark Atlanta
University, Florida A&M Uni-
versity, Texas Southern Uni-
versity and Tuskegee Univer-
sity.

“At the Vanguard” debuts
at the National Museum of
African American History &

Culture in Washington, D.C.,
on Friday, Jan. 16. The exhibit
will remain at the NMAAHC
throughout July 19, 2026, and
travel to the Two Mississippi
Museums in Jackson in April
2027.

To donate, book a tour or
learn more about the Margaret
Walker Center, visit their web-
site here.
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By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

Dripping in jewels from head
to foot.

If you were a princess or a
queen, that’s what you’d have.
Jewels, gold, lux gowns and
lush thrones, not to mention
power and respect. It would be
so much fun. It would mean a
lot of work, too. And in the new
book, “Destiny of the Diamond
Princess” by Sherri Winston, it
might include an ancient curse.

For her entire life, Zahara-
Grace Jones had known that she
was adopted. What she didn’t
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know was that her life was a lie!

That whole time, her Mom
claimed she didn’t know a
thing about Zhara-Grace’s birth
parents. She didn’t even have
names, she said, but on the eve-
ning of Zahara-Grace’s twelfth
birthday, the truth was revealed.
She’d known a lot about Zaha-
ra-Grace’s birth; in fact, she was
there right after Zahara-Grace
entered the world, and she was
given a mysterious box to give
to Zahara-Grace on her twelfth
birthday.

Inside the box was a medal-
lion, a statue, and a letter that
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said everything would make
sense soon. Zahara-Grace put
the medallion around her neck
immediately, as she seethed with
anger. Why did her mother keep
such an important secret for so
long? She hated to be mad at the
people who loved her most, but
she had so many questions.
And then there was more:
As Zahara-Grace competed
in her favorite school sport,
equestrienne skills, there was
a commotion on the sidelines.
A tall, regal gentleman loudly
announced that she was the
granddaughter of the King of

Maliwanda, and the descendant
of Princess Fara — which meant
that Zahara-Grace was a real-
life, bona-fide, honest-to-good-
ness princess!

What a shocker, right? Her
BFFs were unfazed, her mother
was nervous, and her G-Pop
was gracious, but becoming
royalty could seriously change
a girl’s life, starting with rumors
of a curse, palace jealousy, and
a poisoning, centuries ago.

Was Zahara-Grace the heir
to that curse? And was it truly
a coincidence that the mummies
of her ancestors were about to
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be on display at a local art mu-
seum...?

To your adult eyes, a mum-
my’s curse novel might seem
like old-school fiction. And it
is, but it’s also not, in this case.
“Destiny of the Diamond Prin-
cess” has shades of 1932, but
with a 2026 twist that’s fresh as
can be, and fun, too.

Author Sherri Winston’s char-
acter, Zahara-Grace, is a great
kid, kind and responsible, and
her family is supportive of her
interests, which widens the sto-
ry and lets in more believabil-
ity. On that same note, there’s
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African history and mythol-
ogy in the tale, which gives it a
ring of truth that your child will
love, but not so much that the
story feels textbookish. What
young readers will probably
enjoy best, though, is the excit-
ing Indiana-Jones-like tone that
Winston uses in this book. It’s
thrilling and just a little scary,
but safely so.

“Destiny of the Diamond
Princess” is meant for kids
ages 8-to-11 but slightly older
children might enjoy it, too.
As might an adult, because this
book is a gem.

Services of the Clerk:
¢ Civil/Criminal Filings of Circuit and
County Court

L1

Hinds Gounty Circut Glerk

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Circuit Clerk's Office
P.O.BOX 327
Jackson, MS 39205
Phone: (601) 968-6628
Fax: (601) 973-5547

+ Marriage License
* Medical License
+ Voter Registration/Absentee Voting

VOTER INFORMATION
Verify/Update your Registration Today

* You must be registered 30 days before

the Election. “ qourh
* Absentee Voting begins 45 days before i‘ :
WWW.Wj|jS5Uu.org

Jury Duty Recording: the Election

First Judicial District
(601} 967-0052 MARRIAGE INFORMATION

SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT * Marriage License: $36.00
Circuit Clerk's Office
P.O. Box 999
Raymond, MS 39154
Phone: (601) 857-8038

Fax: (601) 857-0535

o Both applicants must come to the
Circuit Clerk's office together to
apply
Proof of age must be provided in

Second Judicial District
(601) 857-8869

Certificate or other legal document
which contains name and date of

Office Hours; birth.

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday
(Except on legal holiday)

Website: www.hindscountyms.com
Paid for by friends of Zack Wallace

WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON'’S SOUL,
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN
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4 84 B BN B | ../ VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC
SMOOTH 100.5 ADULTS WANT TO HEAR!
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MLK Day of Service:
Let’s Be a Blessing to the Unhoused

The National Pan-Hellenic Council of Metro Jackson (MS) in partnership with the JSD Foundation - Choose to Grow Family, the Jackson Chapter of Jack and Jill of
America, Inc., and the LeFleur’s Bluff (MS) Chapter of The Links, Inc., held an MLK Day of Service Monday, January 19, 2026 from 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M at the
Jackson Medical Mall Center Stage. The theme was, “Let’s Be a Blessing to the Unhoused.” Many volunteers showed up to assemble the bags which were distributed.

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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As we reflect on the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., we must do more than
honor his words—we must recommit ourselves to the work he lived and died for.
Dr. King believed in the power of collective action, moral courage, and a fully
engaged democracy. That belief is central to the mission of We Must Vote.

Today, the progress of the civil rights movement is being tested. Voting rights are
under threat, civic participation is being restricted, and too many rural, Black, and
justice-impacted communities remain pushed to the margins of our democracy. This
moment demands vigilance and action to protect not only access to the ballot, but
the soul of our nation.

Dr. King reminded us that progress is rarely fast or easy. Yet justice, pursued with
persistence and purpose, moves us forward. At We Must Vote, we carry that spirit
by educating voters, restoring rights, and ensuring that voices long silenced are heard.

We must not be dismayed by the challenges ahead. The path we choose now—toward
inclusion, equity, and civic power—will shape the future for our children, and help
change the heart of this state and nation.




