
The organization, Missis-
sippi For A Just World (M4JW), 
with its partners Black With No 
Chaser and Tougaloo College, 
presented its second installment 
in the lecture series “Voices for 
a Just World.” 

The organization’s fi rst spon-
sored lecture was held at Touga-
loo in Woodworth Chapel Oct. 
29, 2025, with a presentation by 
Dr. Marc Lamont Hill, renown 
scholar, author and civil rights 
advocate.

Its New Year, 2026 event 
started with the blockbuster ap-
pearance of Dr. Angela Y. Davis 
Jan. 28 – about a 10-year span 
from her fi rst appearance at the 
HBCU in 2015 – both times 
gracing the historic Woodworth 
Chapel, creating the backdrop 
that exudes “history is made and 
preserved here.”

Prof. Jacorius Liner, of the 
Tougaloo Political Science De-
partment, welcomed everyone 
with a quote from France Fan-
non “not a prisoner to history,” 
notable at the institution that 
has the mantra “Where History 
Meets The Future.”

He emphasized that while 
“Tougaloo was born in the after-
math of colonial dominance…, 
it couldn’t defeat us. Recon-
struction couldn’t malign us. 
Jim Crow couldn’t dismay us. 
Segregation couldn’t silence us. 
Neo colonialism couldn’t erode 
our purpose.”

In the arousing opening by 
M4JW, executive director and 
co-founder Candance Abdul-
Tawwab, the central theme for 
the series was noted as “Free-
dom is a Constant Struggle” 
and examining how freedom 
struggles in the Deep South are 
connected to a global movement 
for human rights and dignity in 
Palestine, the Sudan, the Congo, 
Haiti and on….

She emphasized, “It is a con-
stant struggle,” then giving the 
roll call of civil rights veterans 
historically and locally: Medgar 
Evers, Unita Blackwell, Hol-
lis Watkins Muhammad, Fanny 
Lou Hammer, Vernon Dahmer, 

the reverent Ida B. Wells…, and 
others. 

Abdul-Tawwab referred to 
Davis as “a symbol of radical 
love, radical perseverance, radi-
cal brilliances, radical resilience 
and radical commitment to hu-
manity….”

Present was Co-founder of 
M4JW a businessman and phi-
lanthropist, Emad Al-Turk, a 
Palestinian American who was 
educated in Mississippi, and has 
lived here with his wife Karen 
for over 50 years. Al-Turk, over 
the past three years, has wit-
nessed at least 17 members of 
his Palestinian family killed 
in Gaza, among the recorded 

63,000 genocide victims.
The overfl ow audience re-

quired that the Chapel doors be 
closed as the evening presenta-
tion turned to Dr. Angela Y. Da-
vis. She was introduced by Tou-
galoo Senior Political Science /
Pre-Law Minor student Sydney 
Armstrong. 

He noted the times we are liv-
ing in as “our country is devolv-
ing,” which made it more imper-
ative to hear from someone like 
Davis who has lived through 
times like these in the past. 

The moderator was Dr. Ebony 
Lumumba, assistant professor of 

History has a way of repeating 
itself. Today, it rhymes with the 
clicking of handcuff s on two of 
our own: Don Lemon and Geor-
gia Fort.

We know this playbook. We 
saw it in 1942, when the Depart-
ment of Justice threatened John 
Sengstacke and the NNPA with 
sedition. We saw it in the 1960s 
when Southern sheriff s labeled 
journalists “outside agitators” to 
hide their own brutality.

The strategy hasn’t changed—
only the statutes have. By weap-

onizing the FACE Act and the Ku 
Klux Klan Act to turn reporters 
into “conspirators,” this govern-
ment is attempting to resurrect 
the same walls of silence that the 
Black Press has spent two centu-
ries tearing down.

There is a bitter, hollow irony 
in seeing the KKK Act—a law 
forged during Reconstruction to 
protect Black lives from white 
terror—now being used to pros-
ecute Black journalists for the 
“crime” of holding a camera.

When federal agents arrived 
at Georgia Fort’s door while her 
children were watching, they 
are sending a message to every 
independent journalist of color: 
your camera is a liability, and 
your witness is a crime. In 1918, 
when the government tried to 
use the Espionage Act to muzzle 
W.E.B. Du Bois, he looked them 
in the eye and said: “The right of 
the people to speak and to print 
is a right which no government 
in a democracy can safely take 

away.” He knew then 
what we must remem-
ber now:  you cannot 
build a democracy 
by arresting its wit-
nesses.

Dr. Du Bois taught 
us that the Black Press 
is the only press that is 
“really free” because 
it refuses to be owned 
by the powerful. He 
called this work the 
“voice of the voice-
less.” We, the NNPA, 
stand with Georgia 
Fort, Don Lemon, 
and all those arrested. 
We demand these 
charges be dropped 
immediately. We close 
with Du Bois’s eter-
nal warning: “If the 
government thinks it 
can silence our com-
plaints, it is making 
a mistake.” And we 
shall not be moved.

As immigration enforce-
ment actions intensify across 
the country in our communi-
ties, the Trump Administra-
tion pushes to rewrite or erase 
the nation’s nonwhite history 
- censoring national museum 
exhibits, removing plaques 
from public parks, scrubbing 
national holidays - we hear 
from speakers about the push 
to reclaim community narra-
tives against formidable odds.

Sandy Close, the founder 
and Executive Director of 
American Community Me-
dia, the fi rst and largest asso-
ciation of ethnic news outlets 
nationwide. Ms. Close will 
step down after three decades 
on February 1, 2026, and an-
nounced the appointment of 
Jaya Padmanabhan to succeed 
her. Ms. Close served as mod-
erator for this national brief-
ing held on January 30, 2026. 
She facilitated discussion with 
four panelists and 75 media 
outlets from around the globe. 

She began with Ann Bur-
roughs, President and CEO 
of the Japanese American 
National Museum (JANM)
and Chairwoman the Inter-
national Board of Amnesty 
International, asking who gets 
to decide what this country re-
members and who gets to de-
cide what we forget. “First let 
me say, the ethnic media has 
really been at the forefront of 
documenting community sto-
ries that might

otherwise, be ignored, dis-
torted, or just simply erased…
you have also been so unbe-
lievably instrumental in en-
suring that communities see 
themselves refl ected with dig-
nity and with accuracy, and we 
know that that is something 
that the mainstream media has 
absolutely failed to do.” 

Burroughs continued, “So, 
this year, of course, it becomes 
especially urgent, because 
the Trump administration 
has made concerted eff orts 
to present a very narrowed, 
sanitized version of American 
history that is tied to the 250th 
anniversary, one that mini-
mizes confl ict, that attempts 
to erase history, homogenized 
culture, erase diversity, one 
that entirely avoids account-
ability, and always seems to 
be framing the past through 
a single ideological lens. And 
of course, we know that that 
is not American history…we 
always know that authoritar-
ian regimes, whether here in 
the US or whether the world 
over, that they consistently at-

tack culture and history fi rst. 
They attack memory to create 
a climate of deliberate destabi-
lization.”

Margaret Huang, Senior 
Fellow for The Leadership 
Conference on Civil Rights 
and Human Rights, former 
President and CEO of South-
ern Poverty Law Center, 
shared next. “We really need 
to think about challenging the 
community narratives, the of-
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“Mississippi For A Just World” 
features return of

 Dr. Angela Y. Davis to Tougaloo

NNPA stands with Georgia Fort, Don Lemon, and 
all arrested, and demands all charges be dropped

Dr. Angela Y. Davis speaking to the audience and Moderator, Dr. Ebony Lumumba PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON
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Books on 
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The Rev. Jesse Jackson’s Rainbow 
PUSH Coalition:  Ground-Breaker 
for Black Economic Advancement
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By Dr. Ben Chavis
NNPA

“Truth is on the side 
of the oppressed.”

― Malcolm X



Friends of The Honorable Congressman 
Bennie G. Thompson along with family 
members co-workers, community leaders 
and legislators gathered Friday, January 
30, 2026, at 5:30 P.M. for the Congress-
man’s Open House of his Jackson, MS 
campaign headquarters located at 3607 
Medgar Evers Boulevard. 

Thompson greeted his guests prior to 
Judge Johnnie McDaniels blessing the 
food. He reminded everyone present that 
his campaign for re-election will be nor-
mal, moving toward the March 10th elec-
tion, and  regardless of the weather, be it 
rain, sleet, or whatever the case, voters 
should go out to vote.  

Thompson spoke of the state of the na-
tion. He said, “We have a terrible thing go-
ing on. ICE has taken over cities and killed 
people.” He reminded those present that 
every government that turned on its’ peo-
ple did not last long.”  He also pointed out 
how the FBI has gone into the courthouse 
in Georgia taking the voting results from 
the 2020 election. With a chuckle he said, 
“Here it is 2026.”   

It was a warm reception with plenty of 
food and an opportunity for those present 
to have one-on-one conversations with the 
congressman and other elected offi  cials. 

As time was winding down, Thompson 
told his guests, “I need good people like 
you,  to rally around the campaign, and we 
will win!” 
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Women for Progress of MS, 
Inc., in partnership with the Two 
Mississippi Museums, will host 
the city’s annual Kwanzaa Cel-
ebration at the Two Museums,  
Friday, December 26, 2025, at 
5:30 p.m. 

The event is free and open to 
the public and will bring togeth-
er local communities to honor 
African American heritage and 
the principles.  

Jackson Mayor John Horhn 
will serve as the 2025 Kwan-

zaa Griot. Griots are guides for 
Kwanzaa, and their roles are root-
ed in respect for them as commu-
nity storytellers, historians, and 
cultural keepers who preserve 
and share heritage through spo-
ken word and music. 

“For more than four decades, 
Kwanzaa has been a cornerstone 
of our work,” said Willie Jones, 
President of Women for Progress 
of MS, Inc. “Partnering with the 
Two Mississippi Museums al-
lows us to celebrate culture in a 
space that honors our past and 

strengthens our future through 
community connection.” 

The program will also hon-
or Dr. Mark G. Henderson, 
founder of MADDRAMA, 
a nationally recognized cre-
ative troupe founded at Jackson 
State University and is known 
for its powerful use of artistic 
expression to educate, inspire, 
and engage audiences across the 
country. 

The evening will feature live 
cultural performances, food, and 
interactive activities for all ages.  

As the end-of-the-year holi-
days approach, Jackson-Med-
gar Wiley Evers International 
Airport (JAN) is preparing for 
what is expected to be a very 
busy two-week travel period. 
Peak travel is set to begin Fri-
day, December 19th, and con-
tinue through Sunday, January 
4th.  

“At JMAA, our great part-
ners at TSA and FAA, along 
with experienced JMAA staff, 
strive to make travelers com-
fortable knowing that their safe 
and effi cient travel is of para-
mount importance at JAN,” 
said Rosa Beckett, CEO at the 
Jackson Municipal Airport Au-
thority. “We endeavor each day 
to deliver exceptional travel 
experiences for all guests and 
will continue to ensure your 
journey through JAN is as 
seamless as possible. We wish 
all our Mississippi travelers 
and visitors a great holiday sea-
son and 2026.” 

To ensure a smooth travel 
experience during this busy 
holiday period, the Jackson 
Municipal Airport Authority 
(JMAA) encourages all pas-
sengers to arrive at least two 
(2) hours before their fl ight 
departures. This allows ample 
time for parking and security 

procedures and permits travel-
ers to grab a bite to eat, enjoy 
a beverage, or pick up any last-
minute travel essentials on both 
the East and West concourses. 
JAN boasts several nationally 
recognized concession loca-
tions, including Dunkin’ and 
Sam Adams.  

JAN’s world-class airlines, 
including American, Delta, 
Southwest, and United, still 
have some seats remaining for 
any last-minute travelers. So, 
don’t hesitate to contact them 
or your favorite travel planning 
professionals for trip options. 
To get the latest travel informa-
tion and updates, passengers 
can follow Jackson-Medgar 
Wiley Evers International Air-
port on social media channels 
@JacksonAirports or visit 
www.iFlyJackson.com. For 
inquiries regarding permitted 
holiday items and Transporta-
tion Security Administration 
checkpoint rules, please visit 
www.TSA.gov. 

Jackson-Medgar Wiley 
Evers International Airport of-
fers a wide range of convenient 
parking options to meet pas-
sengers’ needs, including: 

 • Garage parking: $19 per 
day (at the terminal) 

 • Surface lot: $17 per day (a 
short few minutes’ walk into 
the terminal) 

• Long-term lot: $13 per day 
(with free shuttle service) 

 • Complimentary 10-minute 
parking in any lot; hourly fees 
begin at 11 minutes  

For added convenience, JAN 
continues to provide free Cell 
Phone parking as visitors await 
arriving passengers. This loca-
tion is accessible by turning 
left on Cross Street, just before 
International Drive splits at the 
surface lot. The Parking De-
partment at JAN can be reached 
directly for real-time holiday 
availability and additional in-
formation at 601.360.8690. 

 Happy Holidays to all and 
thanks for fl ying JAN!  
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Kwanzaa celebration invites 
communities to an evening 

of culture and connection in 
the Capital City 

JMAA expects a busy end-of-
the-year holiday travel period 

for Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers 
International Airport (JAN)
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Congressman Bennie Thompson hosts open 
house at his Jackson campaign headquarters

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher 
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ficial narratives that are coming out of this administration. Many of 
you will know the history of the Confederate loss in the South. But 
depending on where you grew up, you might know a different version. 
Where I grew up, in East Tennessee, we never talked about the Re-
construction era. We never talked about the incarceration of Japanese 
Americans. We never learned about the Civil Rights Movement. My 
American History class focused on the number of people killed in 
various battles over the course of U.S. history and that was about it…I 
first learned about Japanese American internment at the Smithsonian 
Museum for American history. Wat else didn’t I know. That led to a 
lifetime of commitment to challenging false narratives…the Southern 
Poverty Law Center has tracked

Confederate memorials around the country for many years now. 
And in fact, we put out our first report, I think in 2018, and we learned 
that there are Confederate memorials in nearly every state in the 
country, which is surprising, because the Confederate War was not 
fought outside of the South, and you know, the East Coast states. All 
of this is a reflection of what was documented. None of these memori-
als were put into place right after the war. These memorials were put 
in place 60-80 years later when white supremacy was at the forefront, 

particularly in fighting back against the civil rights movement.”
Ray Suarez, Journalist and Author of “We Are Home: Becoming 

American in the 21st Century,” was the next panelist. “It’s almost in 
the sense of the last kick of a dying mule, giving white grievance a 
chance to be aired, a chance to be heard, a chance to use demographic 
muscle to impose a fantasy narrative on the United States as it con-
siders its 250 years of existence…recently the history of slavery, at a 
presidential site, of a president who owned slaves was removed by Na-
tional Park Service employees, because Donald Trump believes that 
too much of the national retelling of our history involves, in his words, 
that slavery was bad. This idea that it makes white people feel bad, or 
it makes white children feel guilty - it’s all baloney. This is all a power 
play to reassert the center spotlight on the stage of American history 
of just one kind of people. The idea of whiteness, which is a contrived, 
engineered, historical idea is becoming so powerfully asserted in the 
discourse now…legacy Americans is a term that people like Tucker 
Carlson and Nick Fuentes are now using.

Anneshia Hardy, Executive Director at Alabama Values, a cultural 
narrative strategist, shared, “I do want to add that honest history isn’t 
about assigning individual guilt, it’s about collective responsibil-

ity and clarity. The problem is that we often confuse accountability 
with accusation… at Alabama Values, you know, we are approach-
ing the commemoration of America’s 250th with a clear understand-
ing that people are not just struggling with facts. They are struggling 
with meaning. We see communities grappling with overlapping po-
litical realities, escalating anti-immigrant attacks, the normalization 
of white nationalism, white nationalist rhetoric, persistence of anti-
Blackness, the censorship of history and education, state violence, 
both visible and quietly bureaucratic. And so, in moments like this, 
simply providing information is not enough, so our work is rooted in 
meaning-making, which really helps communities connect the past to 
the present. It helps communities understand how power is operating 
now. The whitewashing of history is not a passive act, that it is an ac-
tive political strategy, one that serves white supremacy by narrowing 
who is seen as fully American, and who’s suffering and resistance 
and humanity, you know, can be safely ignored.” Ms. Hardy’s final 
thought was, “our country can’t turn the corner on its own. It will only 
move when enough people decide that maintaining humanity is worth 
more than maintaining power.”
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English at Jackson State University and former 
First Lady of Jackson. 

Davis received an audience shout out of HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY, impressing upon us that she is now 
82 years old. Still the beauty with a distinguish-
ing hairstyle, that is now shining white, her audi-
ence was a mix of students who were introduced 
to her for the first time, while others experienced 
the nostalgia of growing up with her activism on 
the hearts and minds and front pages of our ev-
eryday lives. 

Her autobiography is titled: Freedom Is A Con-
stant Struggle. She is a founding member of Criti-
cal Resistance, a national organization dedicated 
to the dismantling of the prison industrial com-
plex.

During her first visit to Tougaloo in 2015, Da-
vis explained how the U.S. government wanted 
her to get two (2) death sentences. Back then, she 
said, “They wanted to kill me two times.” This 
time around, her presence was reflective, almost a 
sense of “resolve.” 

She talked about being born in Birming-
ham, Alabama, about knowing two of the little 
black girls who were killed in the Birmingham 
Church bombing in 1963 that occurred on a Sun-
day morning when they were attending Sunday 
School.

She recalled that Birmingham used to be called 
“Johannesburg of the South.” That is when she 
first learned about the importance of solidarity 
with South Africa. “If we were going to succeed 

in moving forward in the struggle against racism, 
we also had to stand up for workers’ rights,” she 
said. 

Davis said growing up in Birmingham was 
the “best possible place ...,” for experiencing the 
struggles. She spoke about her mother, Sallye Da-
vis, who told her, “… this is not the way things are 
supposed to be… One day they will change and 
you will be a part of that change.” Davis said you 
must also have a “vibrant movement for gender 
justice.”

 “Freedom is a practice; it is not a destination,” 
Davis said, as she reflected on the struggle of 
Palestinians and the MS4JW being an organiza-
tion started in the struggle of Justice for Palestine 
and rapidly expanded to Mississippians for a Just 

World. 
When you “achieve freedom,” she reflected, “… 

what do you do? Do you just stop? The Palestin-
ians have taught us how important it is to engage 
fully in the practice of freedom. And that practice 
is a continual practice.”

Culminating the program, a Special Presenta-
tion was made to Davis by the Tougaloo Student 
Government Association represented by Morgan 
Stanley, its 93rd President. Closing remarks for 
the evening were given by Atty. Chokwe Antar 
Lumumba, Chief Legal Counsel and Strategist for 
MS4JW.

For their next event and more organizational 
information, contact info@msjw.org and visit 
www.MississippiForAJustWorld.org

Davis
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My mission: cut outages by 50%
Entergy’s Superpower Mississippi plan will invest 50% more in strengthening the grid to help reduce outages by 50%. You’ll see our teams
installing stronger poles and clearing more vegetation to reduce outage risks. And, we’re using smarter technology that reroutes and restores
power faster if there is an outage.

Entergy is making these investments to meet your growing energy needs while keeping rates well below the national average. 
And since Mississippi is our home, too, every Entergy employee is on a mission to fi ght outages and keep costs low. 
Learn how new, large customers like Amazon are lowering costs for you at entergymississippi.com/superpowerms.

More and better power at a lower cost – that’s Superpower Mississippi.

Superpower Mississippi is strengthening the grid at a lower cost to you

A message from Entergy Mississippi, LLC. | ©2025 Entergy Services, LLC. All rights reserved.

More and better power at a lower cost
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RE-ELECT Bennie Thompson
“Defend Democracy”

VOTE MARCH 10TH, 2026VOTE MARCH 10TH, 2026
Paid for by Friends of 

Bennie Thompson

Email: bennie_thompson@bellsouth.net

Phone: (601) 866-9100 or 1 (800) 423-6643

Website: http://www.benniethompson.com

U.S. Congressman Bennie Thompson . . .
“We ! ght today so the next generation 

can lead with freedom tomorrow” 
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When the Final Order from 
last November’s bench trial in 
Covington County was entered 
by Senior Status Judge Lamar 
Pickard January 20, 2026, it 
was met with complete dismay 
by the petitioner, Marcia Craft 
Hull, and scores of others, yet 
some expected nothing less, 
being painfully aware of Mis-
sissippi’s tortured history of re-
sisting African American’s ris-
ing to positions of leadership.  

In Judge Pickard’s six-page 
ruling, issued thirty-six days 
after his established deadline 
for any pertinent information 
to be submitted by both parties, 
he ruled in favor of the respon-
dents: Incumbent Mayor of Mt. 
Olive James Cliff ton Kelly, 
Mt. Olive Town Clerk Breyon 
Magee, and the Mt Olive Mu-
nicipal Election Commission, 
thereby affi  rming Kelly as the 
duly elected mayor based on 
the June 3, 2025 elections. Six 
pages of information, yet cer-
tainly not all of the information 
that came out during the trial 
conducted November 25-26, 
and December 1, 2025. 

On the surface, the elec-
tion results that were certifi ed 
showed Kelly with 169 votes 
and Hull with 126 - a total of 
43 votes separating the two. 
Hull seemingly had two days 
of victory with a vote count of 
120-118 but then came the core 
of Hull’s challenge – the absen-
tee ballots – 57 of them, with 
51 going to Kelly and 6 going 
to Hull. 

Does it strike anyone as odd 

or irregular that Hull won 50.4 
percent of the votes on election 
day but that Kelly won 89.4per-
cent of absentee ballots? Or 
that it came out at trial that in 
recent Mt. Olive Mayoral con-
tests, no more than two absen-
tee ballots were cast, and yet 
for the June election the town 
clerk ordered 75 absentee bal-
lots? Or that the trial record in-
cluded admissions by the clerk 
of photocopying ballots, or that 
numerous absentee ballots con-
tained no signature or voter ini-
tials? Does it strike anyone as 
odd or irregular that Mt. Olive, 
a town of 3.1 square miles in 
Covington County, with an es-
timated population of less than 
900 and 74 percent African 
American, reportedly suff ered 
a ransomware attack on town 
computers approximately one-
hour before absentee voting 
ended, destroying the record 

of absentee voting? Nothing to 
see here, right? 

The court record further re-
fl ects that nine absentee ballots 
were mailed out to voters. Eight 
were returned by mail, yet fi ve 
of the eight had no postmark. 
How often have you received 
offi  cial municipal correspon-
dence without a postmark? 

In a bench trial like this one, 
there is no jury of peers making 
the fi nal decision, the judge’s 
alone. In deciding the way he 
did, Judge Pickard did not fi nd 
anything odd or irregular about 
the facts listed above. If he did, 
he could have simply vacated 
the results and ordered a new 
election. There is precedent to 
do so. 

Instead, he fi nds that “Mis-
sissippi law provides that tech-
nical violations of election law 
do not vitiate an election ab-
sent fraud, intentional wrong-
doing, or a radical departure 
from statutory procedures. The 

Court fi nds that all irregulari-
ties in the conduct of subject 
election were technical irregu-
larities in the casting of ballots 
are not grounds for invalida-
tion. The evidence failed to es-
tablish there was any fraud or 
intentional wrongdoing in this 
election.” 

Vitiate is a new word for me, 
I had to look it up. It means 
“spoil or impair the quality or 
effi  ciency of,” and secondarily 
it means, “destroy or impair the 
legal validity of,” per www.dic-
tionary.com. You can sure learn 
a lot when you want to pay at-
tention in Covington County, 
Mississippi.  

On page fi ve of his Final Or-
der, wrapping up discussion of 
absentee ballots, Judge Pickard 
states, “Accordingly, Petitioner 
failed to meet her burden of 
proving that any alleged illegal 
votes or irregularities were of 
such magnitude as to change, 
or render uncertain, the result 

of the election. The Court fi nds 
that the certifi ed results accu-
rately refl ect the will of the vot-
ers of Mt Olive, Mississippi.”  

The case was dismissed with 
prejudice, stamping it as being 
without merit and legally pro-
hibiting refi ling of the same 
claim or against the same de-
fendant. Fair-minded people 
will wonder if the will of the 
voters was truly honored or if 
the result would be the same 
if the racial dynamics were re-
versed and a white man was do-
ing the challenging.   

Marcia Craft Hull is repre-
sented by Attorney Scherrie 
L. Prince. Their appeal to the 
Mississippi Supreme Court was 
fi led January 30, 2026. Time 
will tell if Judge Pickard’s Or-
der will be upheld. When Mrs. 
Hull, a native of Mt. Olive, 
was asked for a comment on 
the decision, she immediately 
invoked Reverend Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., stating, “In-

justice anywhere is a threat to 
justice everywhere. I’ll leave it 
at that.” 

Long ago a man I respected 
greatly reached to the coff ee 
table between us and picked 
up a magazine. He held it up 
squarely for me and asked me 
what I saw. Knowing there 
was a lesson coming my way, 
I told him I saw a magazine, a 
TIME magazine, with a picture 
of Nelson Mandela. He said he 
was looking at the very same 
magazine but that he saw an ad 
with a cowboy-look-alike light-
ing a Marlboro cigarette. What 
is it that we choose to see, or 
care enough to see? When the 
Mississippi Supreme Court 
hears this appeal, do you sup-
pose the justices will focus on 
the ‘magnitude’ of election ir-
regularities, or the fact that 
a multitude of irregularities 
did exist and therefore voters 
of Mt. Olive deserve a special 
election? 

More light needed in Mt. Olive mayoral challenge 
Confi dent that irregularities violate state law, Maria Craft Hull appeals to Supreme Court

Incumbent Mt. Olive Mayor Kelly. PHOTO: WDAM. Mt. Olive City Hall. PHOTO: WWW.TOWNOFMTOLIVEMS.COM.
Challenger Marcia Craft Hull. PHOTO: THE LITTLE 
WEB DESIGN SHOP, LLC. 

 By Christopher Young
Contributing Writer

In Part 1 of this article, I fi rst dis-
cussed Equifax, Experian, and Tran-
sUnion, the three major credit report-
ing bureaus. I further explained their 
purpose, and how each consumer 
has what is commonly known as a 
“credit report” with each company.

Afterwards, I expounded on Fair 
Isaac Corporation (FICO) and VantageScore, the two 
major credit scoring companies, and how they use the 
information inside of these credit reports to compose 
a three digit credit score ranging from 300 to 850 with 
each bureau.

These credit scores are used by companies, institu-
tions, lenders, etc. to determine eligibility and interest 
rates for credit cards, loans, and services. 

I ended Part 1 of the article by expounding on the 
fi ve factors used by these two companies to calculate 
the credit score and the percentage each category 
contributes to computing that number. Those factors 
and percentages are: 1) Payment History (35 percent), 
2) Amounts Owed (30 percent), 3) Length of Credit 
History (15 percent), 4) Credit Mix (10 percent), and 
New Credit (10 percent).  

Since the fundamentals of understanding your 
credit, credit report, and credit score has been ex-
plained, I want to give strategies and techniques on 
how to improve it.

The fi rst thing you want to do is order a copy of 
your credit report from each credit reporting bureau. 
You can obtain them free at AnnualCreditReport.com.

Once you receive all of your credit reports, you 
want to thoroughly analyze and review each one for 
fraudulent activity, inaccuracies, and outdated infor-
mation.

If any is identifi ed, you want to immediately dis-
pute the item(s) with the credit bureau that is report-
ing it. You can submit a dispute request on each of 
the credit bureau’s website. You can also do so via 
mail using dispute letter templates that can easily be 
found online.  

If you determine you are a victim of identity theft, 
I highly recommend you place a credit alert or credit 
freeze on your credit reports. Doing so, mandates 
lenders to take extra measures to verify your identity 
to avoid identity theft and fraudulent activity.

For more information on your rights as a consumer 
when it pertains to the three credit reporting bureaus, 
read the Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA).

Another method to improve your credit, credit re-
port, and credit score is to fully understand the algo-
rithm used to calculate the credit score.

It defi nitely benefi ts you to always pay your bills 
on time so you do not receive a late payment indicator 
on your credit reports. Keep in mind, late payments 
will only appear on your credit report when you are 
30 days or more past due paying on an account. In 
saying that, paying on an account fi ve, 10, 15, etc. 
days past the due date might get you a late fee with 
the company, but as long as you pay the monthly bill 
before 30 days, your credit reports is not negatively 
aff ected.

You also want to keep your balances and credit uti-
lization low on credit cards and retail store accounts. 
Ideally, 30 percent or lower. 

To keep your overall credit utilization low on your 
credit reports, I suggest you do not voluntarily close 
any of these accounts. Even if the balances are zero, or 
you plan on not using them, keep the accounts open.

In addition, it works in your favor to have a mix-
ture of diff erent accounts on your credit reports, such 
as automobile loans, credit cards, installment loans, 
mortgage loans, retail store accounts, etc. 

On another note, you want to make sure you do 
not apply for credit frequently over a short period of 
time. Doing so, will have a negative impact on your 
credit reports.

Another method that I absolutely love and highly 
recommend you use to improve your credit, credit re-
port, and credit score is called, piggybacking. 

Piggybacking is a term used to describe someone 
adding a person as an authorized user to their credit 
card(s) or retail store account(s). This method instant-
ly adds the account holder’s length of credit history, 
payment history, and utilization to the other person’s 
credit reports. 

When using this strategy, just make sure that the 
person’s payment history is excellent, and the utiliza-
tion is what I recommend, 30 percent or lower.

Follow these steps and you will be surprised at how 
easy and fast it takes to improve your credit, credit 
report, and credit score. Who knows? You might even 
reach the maximum credit score of 850!

Tim C. Lee is the CEO & Founder of TCL Finan-
cial & Tax Services, and the host of “The TCL Show” 
that airs every Monday from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
CST on WMPR 90.1 FM in Jackson, MS. This is the 
show that is about “You, Life, and Money.” You can 
e-mail Tim at timclee@TCLFinancialTaxServices.
com 

Understanding your credit, credit report, 
credit score, and how to improve it: Part 2 
By Tim C. Lee
CEO & Founder of TCL Financial & Tax Services 



Fifty-fi ve years ago, Opera-
tion PUSH (People United to 
Save Humanity) was record-
ed in history as a proponent 
of job security, supporter of 
black-owned businesses, and 
improver of the economic con-
ditions of Black communities. 
The particular date, December 
18, 1971, was when the Rev. 
Jesse Jackson founded the or-
ganization in Chicago, Ill. He 
believed that Operation PUSH 
could achieve the above goals 
by negotiating, boycotting, and 
community organizing.

Jackson and his organization 
studied the hiring practices of 
major corporations. Based upon 
their fi ndings, he knew that the 
lives of Black people could 
economically be improved via 
negotiated agreements if these 
corporations  hire more Black 
workers and  support Black-
owned businesses across the 
United States. His logos led 
companies like Burger King 
and Coca-Cola to sign agree-
ments to hire more minorities 
and support community initia-
tions.

Jackson’s action campaigns 
brought PUSH into expansion 
via social and political devel-
opment. Through his weekly 
radio broadcast, the visionary 
did community outreach. Con-
tinuing public awareness, he 
honored prominent Blacks in 
the U.S. and around the world. 
He established a platform that 
targeted protection of black 
homeowners, workers, and 
businesses. 

Jackson reached the young 
with reading programs and 
PUSH Excel, designed to re-
tain inner-city youth in school 
and to mentor them with job 
placement. He was successful 
in compelling major corpora-
tions to adopt affi  rmative action 
programs to hire Black and mi-
nority executives and supervi-
sors. Black suppliers, wholesal-
ers, and distributors were also 
brought aboard. Jackson had a 
steady fl ow of prayer vigils and 
boycotts to obtain job conces-

sions for Blacks and minorities 
from white establishments.

During Jackson’s presiden-
tial campaign in 1984, the 
National Rainbow Coalition 
was formed. Created by Fred 
Hampton, it demanded voting 
rights, social programs, and 
affi  rmative action for the dis-
advantaged across races and 
creeds. This fi ght against Rea-
ganomics rejected President 
Ronald Reagan’s policies of 
reduced government domestic 
spending that spawned new 
unemployment, discouraged 
economic investment, and the 
rebuilding of urban industry. 

The two organizations, Op-
eration PUSH and the National 
Rainbow Coalition fought for 
achievement for the disadvan-
taged. Economic and educa-
tional opportunities were the 
strategies of PUSH. On the 
other hand, the National Rain-
bow Coalition targeted politi-
cal empowerment and public 
policy issues. 

Jackson merged these two or-
ganizations to create the Rain-
bow PUSH Coalition in 1996. 
RPC’s mission is “to protect, 
defend, and gain civil rights 
by leveling the economic and 
educational playing fi elds, and 
to promote peace and justice 
around the world.” Continu-
ing today, the Rainbow PUSH 
Coalition is a signifi cant force 
in the Civil Rights Movement 
in 2026. It strongly advocates 
against policies targeting civil 
rights and democratic free-
doms, irrespective of new lead-
ership.

The Rev. Jesse 
Jackson’s Rainbow 

PUSH Coalition:  
Ground-Breaker for 

Black Economic 
Advancement

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer

For academics, historians and 
activists, the past year has been 
tumultuous in advocating the 
teaching of Black history in the 
United States.

Despite last year proclaim-
ing February as National Black 
History Month, President Don-
ald Trump started his second 
term by claiming some African 
American history lessons are 
meant to indoctrinate people 
into hating the country. The 
administration has dismantled 
Black history at national parks, 
most recently removing an ex-
hibit on slavery in Philadel-
phia last month. Black history 
advocates see these acts and 
their chilling eff ect as scary and 
unprecedented.

“States and cities are ner-
vous about retribution from 
the White House,” said DeRay 
Mckesson, a longtime activist 
and executive director of Cam-
paign Zero, an organization 
focused on police reform. “So 
even the good people are just 
quieter now.”

In the 100th year since the 
nation’s earliest observances of 
Black History Month,  which 
began when scholar Carter G. 
Woodson pioneered the fi rst 
Negro History Week, celebra-
tions will go on. The current 
political climate has energized 
civil rights organizations, art-
ists and academics to engage 
young people on a full telling of 
America’s story. There are hun-
dreds of lectures, teach-ins and 
even new books — from non-
fi ction to a graphic novel — to 
mark the milestone.

“This is why we are working 
with more than 150 teachers 
around the country on a Black 
History Month curriculum to 
just ensure that young people 
continue to learn about Black 
history in a way that is inten-
tional and thoughtful,” Mckes-
son said about a campaign his 
organization has launched with 
the Afro Charities organization 
and leading Black scholars to 
expand access to educational 
materials.

New graphic novel highlights 
history of Juneteenth

About three years ago, An-
gélique Roché, a journalist and 
adjunct professor at Xavier Uni-
versity of Louisiana, accepted a 
“once-in-a-lifetime” invitation 
to be the writer for a graphic 
novel retelling of the story 
of Opal Lee, “grandmother of 

Juneteenth.”
Lee, who will also turn 100 

this year, is largely credited 
for getting federal recognition 
of the June 19 holiday com-
memorating the day when en-
slaved people in Texas learned 
they were emancipated. Under 
Trump, however, Juneteenth 
is no longer a free-admission 
day at national parks.

Juneteenth helped usher in 
the fi rst generation of Black 
Americans who, like Woodson, 
was born free. “First Freedom: 
The Story of Opal Lee and Ju-
neteenth,” the graphic novel, 
comes out Feb. 10. It is the cul-
mination of Roché’s assiduous 
archival research, phone chats 
and visits to Texas to see Lee 
and her granddaughter, Dione 
Sims.

“There is nothing ‘indoc-
trinating’ about facts that are 
based on primary sources that 
are highly researched,” said Ro-
ché, who hopes the book makes 
it into libraries and classrooms. 
“At the end of the day, what the 
story should actually tell people 
is that we’re far more alike than 
we are diff erent.”

While Lee is the main char-
acter, Roché used the novel as a 
chance to put attention on lesser 
known historical fi gures like 
William “Gooseneck Bill” Mc-
Donald, Texas’ fi rst Black mil-
lionaire, and Opal Lee’s moth-
er, Mattie Broadous Flake. She 
hopes this format will inspire 
young people to follow Lee and 
her mantra — “make yourself a 
committee of one.”

“It doesn’t mean don’t work 
with other people,” Roché said. 
“Don’t wait for other people to 
make the changes you wanna 
see.”

Campaign aims to train new 
generation of Black historians

When Trump’s anti-DEI ex-
ecutive orders were issued last 

year, Jarvis Givens, a professor 
of African and African Ameri-
can Studies at Harvard, was 
thousands of miles away teach-
ing in London, where Black 
History Month is celebrated in 
October. He had already been 
contemplating writing a book 
for the centennial.

Watching Trump’s “attack” 
cemented the idea, Givens said.

“I wanted to kind of devote 
my time while on leave to writ-
ing a book that would honor the 
legacy that gave us Black His-
tory Month,” Givens said.

The result is “I’ll Make Me a 
World: The 100-Year Journey of 
Black History Month,” a book 
with four in-depth essays that 
comes out Tuesday. The title 
is a line from the 1920s poem 
“The Creation” by James Wel-
don Johnson, whose most fa-
mous poem, “Lift Ev’ry Voice 
and Sing,” is known as the 
“Black National Anthem.”

Givens examines important 
themes in Black history and 
clarifi es misconceptions around 
them.

The book and the research 
Givens dug up will tie into a 
“living history campaign” with 
Campaign Zero and Afro Char-
ities, Mckesson said. The goal 
is to teach what Woodson be-
lieved — younger generations 
can become historians who 
can discern fact from fi ction. 
“When I grew up, the preserva-
tion of history was a historian’s 
job,” Mckesson said, adding his 
group’s campaign will teach 
young students how to record 
history.

How the ‘father of Black his-
tory’ might feel today

Born in 1875 to formerly en-
slaved parents, Woodson was 
among the fi rst generation of 
Black Americans not assigned 
to bondage at birth. He grew up 
believing that education was a 

way to self-empowerment, said 
Robert Trent Vinson, director 
of the Carter G. Woodson Insti-
tute at the University of Virgin-
ia in Charlottesville, Virginia.

The second Black man to 
earn a doctorate at Harvard 
University — W.E.B. Du Bois 
was the fi rst — Woodson was 
disillusioned by how Black his-
tory was dismissed. He saw 
that the memories and culture 
of less educated Black people 
were no less valuable, Vinson 
said. When Woodson estab-
lished Negro History Week in 
1926, he was in an era where 
popular stereotypes like black-
face and minstrelsy were fi lling 
in for actual knowledge of the 
Black experience, according to 
Vinson. This sparked the cre-
ation of Black history clubs and 
Woodson began inserting his-
torical lessons “on the sly” in 
publications like the “Journal of 
Negro History” and the “Negro 
History Bulletin.”

“Outside the formal school 
structure, they’re having a sep-
arate school like in churches or 
in study groups,” Vinson said. 
“Or they’re sharing it with par-
ents and saying, ‘you teach your 
young people this history.’ So, 
Woodson is creating a whole 
educational space outside the 
formal university.”

In 1976, for the week’s 50th 
anniversary, President Gerald 
Ford issued a message recog-
nizing it as an entire month. 
There was pushback then over 
the gains the Civil Rights 
Movement had made, Givens 
said.

As for today’s backlash over 
Black and African American 
studies, Vinson believes Wood-
son would not be surprised. 
But, he would see it as a sign 
“you’re on the right track.”

“There’s a level of what he 
called ‘fugitivity,’ of sharing 
this knowledge and being stra-
tegic about it,” Vinson said. 
“There are other times like 
in this moment, Black His-
tory Month, where you can be 
more out and assertive, but be 
strategic about how you spread 
the information.”Resistance to 
teaching Black history is some-
thing that seems to occur every 
generation, Mckesson said.

“We will go back to normal-
cy. We’ve seen these backlashes 
before,” Mckesson said. “And 
when I think about the informal 
networks of Black people who 
have always resisted, I think 
that is happening today.”

“I’m not asking for sympathy, 
or a free pass, though I aspire 
to earn your forgiveness,” Ye 
wrote. “I write today simply to 
ask for your patience and under-
standing as I fi nd my way home.”

Ye, the artist formerly known 
as Kanye West, used a full-page 
paid advertisement in The Wall 
Street Journal to directly address 
the Black community, apologiz-
ing for actions he says caused 
deep harm while describing a 
decades-long struggle with un-
treated brain injury and bipolar 
disorder that he says culminated 
in a destructive manic episode. 

“To the Black community—
which held me down through 
all of the highs and lows and 
the darkest of times,” Ye wrote, 
but notably did not place such 

an apology in any of the 230-
plus Black-owned newspapers 
that comprise the Black Press 
of America and led by former 
NAACP President and civil 
rights activist Dr. Benjamin F. 
Chavis Jr. “The Black commu-
nity is, unquestionably, the foun-
dation of who I am. I am so sorry 
to have let you down. I love us.” 

The advertisement, titled “To 
Those I’ve Hurt,” appeared in 
the January 26, 2026, edition 
of the newspaper and is signed 
simply, “With love, Ye.” In it, 
the artist traces the origins of 
his mental health struggles to a 
car accident 25 years ago that he 
says caused an undiagnosed in-
jury to the right frontal lobe of 
his brain. 

“Twenty-fi ve years ago, I was 
in a car accident that broke my 
jaw and caused injury to the 
right frontal lobe of my brain,” 

Ye wrote. “At the time, the focus 
was on the visible damage—the 
fracture, the swelling, and the 
immediate physical trauma. The 
deeper injury, the one inside my 

skull, went unnoticed.” 
Ye said comprehensive scans 

were never conducted and that 
neurological exams were lim-
ited, delaying a diagnosis until 

2023. “That medical oversight 
caused serious damage to my 
mental health and led to my bipo-
lar type-1 diagnosis,” he wrote. 

Throughout the letter, Ye de-
scribed bipolar disorder as an 
illness that disguises itself as 
clarity and strength. “Bipolar 
disorder comes with its own de-
fense system. Denial,” he wrote. 
“When you’re manic, you don’t 
think you’re sick. You think ev-
eryone else is overreacting.” 

“According to the World 
Health Organization and Cam-
bridge University, people with 
bipolar disorder have a life ex-
pectancy that is shortened by 
ten to fi fteen years on average 
and a 2x-3x higher all-cause 
mortality rate than the general 
population,” Ye wrote. 

The letter addresses the per-
sonal cost of his actions on 
loved ones and supporters. 

“Some of the people I love the 
most, I treated the worst,” he 
wrote. 

“In that fractured state, I 
gravitated toward the most de-
structive symbol I could fi nd, the 
swastika, and even sold t-shirts 
bearing it,” Ye wrote. “I regret 
and am deeply mortifi ed by my 
actions in that state and am com-
mitted to accountability, treat-
ment, and meaningful change.” 

“To the Black community—
which held me down through 
all of the highs and lows and 
the darkest of times,” Ye wrote. 
“The Black community is, un-
questionably, the foundation of 
who I am.” 

“I’m not asking for sympathy, 
or a free pass, though I aspire 
to earn your forgiveness,” Ye 
wrote. “I write today simply to 
ask for your patience and under-
standing as I fi nd my way home.” 

NATIONAL

Black History Month centennial 
channels angst over anti-DEI climate 

into education, free resources

Kanye West seeks forgiveness from the Black 
community in Wall Street Journal apology
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South Florida residents still have the opportunity to see his “Jesus is 
King” documentary, which is showing only this weekend at IMAX the-
aters below is a list of dates and time you can watch the fi lm. 

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire 
Senior National Correspondent



Chicago’s Mayor 
Brandon Johnson 
has emerged as a 
clarion voice for 
American democ-
racy in turbulent 
times. 

The values he represents refl ect 
the voters who elected him. They 
remind us of the power of the 
Black community and the White, 
Asian American, Latino, and Na-
tive American voters who believe 
in multiracial democracy. Together 
they help ensure our country ulti-
mately remains a place defi ned by 
a deep commitment to achieving 
freedom and opportunity for all. 

Yet events at home and abroad 
show how fragile that path can be. 

As Black History Month begins, 
let us rise to this moment again. 
Let us take stock of what has made 
the Black community the back-
bone of movements that strengthen 
democracy. 

Our strength has never been our 
size. Our strength has been that we 
hang together. Since we fi rst won 
the ballot, Black voters have stood 
remarkably united. Often 80 per-
cent or more have chosen the same 
candidate and the same vision of 
fairness. That unity has given us 
infl uence far beyond our numbers. 

It is no surprise that those who at-
tack democratic rights try to break 
our voting bloc. They come for civ-

il rights. They come for workers’ 
rights. They come for equal pay 
and fair treatment. I have helped 
lead coalitions to defend our com-
munity from those attacks. I have 
faith we can see through them. 

What keeps me up at night is 
quieter. It is the slow erosion of co-
hesion that fuels our power. 

Our political unity refl ects our 
community life. For generations 
we were held together by congre-
gations, by family reunions, by 
Sunday phone calls that crossed 
state lines. Cousins recognized 
one another by a reunion T-shirt. 
Even relatives we rarely saw were 
still close kin. Those bonds helped 
us resist the divisions that split oth-
ers apart. 

That cohesiveness was not 
magic. It was history. The Black 
community remained confi ned to 
segregated towns and neighbor-
hoods long after White America 
began to suburbanize. We built 
economically mixed communities 
out of necessity. In them, elders—
especially grandmothers and great-
grandmothers—kept the circle 
tight. They did it in church base-
ments after service. They did it 
around kitchen tables late at night. 

From coast to coast, Black chil-
dren heard the same maxim: “To 
whom much is given, much is ex-
pected.” Elders organized the re-
unions. They made the long calls 
between holidays. They told the 
stories that reminded us of who we 

were. 
That love became political pow-

er. It lifted leaders from Shirley 
Chisholm to Jesse Jackson to Bran-
don Johnson—leaders who speak 
clearly for democracy and equality. 

But the elders who held us to-
gether are disappearing. One by 
one. Funeral after funeral. 

They were born into communi-
ties that were integrated by neces-
sity. Many of us were born into 
communities divided by class, ex-
cept in a few sacred spaces, often 
the church on Sunday. As we en-
tered the broader economy, we ab-
sorbed its class lines as well. 

This Black History Month, let us 
hold our community together by 
holding our families together. Rep-
licate the reunion. Make the phone 
calls the elders used to make. Tell 
the stories they told us. 

Democracy is under pressure. 
That pressure should remind us we 
need one another. We must hang 
together so our children can live 
better lives than we have. 

Let us never forget that the el-
ders we are burying have already 
shown us how to keep this coun-
try free—by keeping our families 
connected, in tough times and even 
across great distance. 

Ben Jealous is a professor of 
practice at the University of Penn-
sylvania, former national presi-
dent and CEO of the NAACP, and 
author of Never Forget Our People 
Were Always Free. 

Should you be-
lieve what you 
see? Can your eyes 
play tricks on you? 
Can emotions 
get in the way of 
making good deci-

sions? 
Depending upon who you 

are and the circumstances at 
the time, you will get diff erent 
responses to those questions. 
There are several diff erent fac-
tors that go into these assess-
ments. 

Back in the day, what hap-
pened in Minneapolis, Minneso-
ta with two people being killed 
within days probably would not 
have been caught on tape. We 

didn’t have the technology then, 
but we have it now. 

These days, everyone has 
some type of device they can 
use to videotape. The phrase 
“caught on tape” applies to what 
was fi lmed in Minneapolis over 
the past few weeks. 

What is so troubling about 
these tragedies is that this ad-
ministration uses the same ex-
planation and justifi cation to 
describe every action that ICE 
takes. Having sympathy for 
the victims’ families isn’t ex-
pressed. They have no inten-
tion of acknowledging the hurt 
caused by this agency. 

The ICE leader, Gregory Bo-
vino has left Minneapolis. Most 
believe that administration of-
fi cials told him to leave. His 
leadership was embarrassing 

and just plain bad. Tom Homan, 
a career law enforcement offi  cer 
and the border czar has replaced 
him. 

What will happen in the “City 
of Lakes” next is anyone’s guess. 
There was a lack of direction in 
the city when Bovino was in 
charge. Traditional police per-
sonnel were left with no real 
authority over their own city. 
Federal folks just came in and 
snatched it away. Maybe things 
will be diff erent now. We’ll see. 

Chief of Minneapolis Police, 
Brian O’Hara said, “People have 
had enough.” About Alex Pretti, 
he said, “This is an individual 
that was a city resident. It ap-
pears that he was exercising his 
First Amendment rights to re-
cord law enforcement activity 
and also exercising his Second 

Amendment rights to be lawful-
ly armed in a public space in the 
city. So, I think very obviously, 
there are some serious questions 
that are being raised.” 

What is happening in Minne-
apolis has drawn the attention of 
all citizens who believe in fair-
ness and justice. What matters 
least is your party affi  liation as 
both sides are speaking out. 

Rep. Michael McCaul (R-
Texas), the former chair of the 
House Homeland Security Com-
mittee said, “I am troubled by 
the events that have unfolded in 
Minneapolis. As an attorney and 
former federal prosecutor, I be-
lieve a thorough investigation is 
necessary for both to get to the 
bottom of these incidents and to 
maintain Americans’ confi dence 
in our judicial system.” 

Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-Min-
nesota) whose district includes 
parts of Minneapolis said, “It is 
beyond shameful these federal 
agents are targeting our residents 
instead of protecting them.” 

Americans, because of the 
media coverage are getting a 
fi rst-hand account about the feel-
ings and attitudes of the people 
there. We are realizing that what 
is taking place there could be 
taking place in our communities 
as well. This is our America and 
this should not be happening. 

Poll numbers don’t favor what 
is happening in Minneapolis. 
Quinnipiac University Poll-
ing Analyst, Tim Malloy said, 
“More than eight in ten Ameri-
can voters say they’ve seen the 
video.” It is my opinion which is 
shared by many that the shoot-

ings of Ms. Good and Mr. Pretti 
were avoidable and didn’t have 
to happen. 

ICE has gone too far. Even 
loyalists to the new administra-
tion have admitted as such. Hu-
man life is too precious to be 
used for political gain. Those 
families are hurt forever. 

As tensions mount in Minne-
apolis, will ICE leave the city? 
Can the new leadership of it 
make a diff erence in how the 
laws are enforced? 

All these questions will be 
answered in days to come. I do 
know that the city cannot con-
tinue this way. Right now, at this 
very second, the city of Min-
neapolis, Minnesota is over-
whelmed with fear, apprehen-
sion and intimidation. This is no 
way to live. 

Citizens shot, protests continue and 
the City of Minneapolis is in turmoil 

Black History Month and 
the power that holds 
democracy together 
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Husbands, I know that 
February is a special month 
dedicated to celebrating 
love, but the truth needs to 
be celebrated too about lov-
ing your wife.

Husbands, please under-
stand this – love the wife and be content 
with the wife God gave you. Husbands, 
if you are unhappy with your wives - al-
though God hates divorce – you would 
rather divorce than to fall into the bosom of 
Sister Cheeks.

Husbands, I know Sister Cheeks is 
tempting but I promise she is not worth it. 
Husbands, Sister Cheeks has been around 
for a long time. In fact, she has been walk-
ing about as a roaring lion seeking whose 
marriage she can devour (destroy) for cen-
turies. Sister Cheeks is a charmer, convinc-
ing, irresistible, fraudulent, a perpetrator 
(ask all her victims), her cheeks nearly hang 
out of most things she wears – if you pay 
attention, her cheeks even growl when she 
walks. Furthermore, Sister Cheeks repre-
sents trouble – her way leads to destruction 
– destruction of you, your marriage, and 
family. 

I love how Proverbs describe Sister 
Cheeks. Proverbs 5:3-8 state:

“For the lips of an immoral woman drip 
honey (she drips sweetness – conversation 
is sweet, her voice/tone is sweet) and her 
mouth is smoother than oil but in the end 
she is bitter as wormwood (this is a poison-
ous type of wood that can be extremely 
harmful to the human body), sharp as a 
two-edged sword (two edges – she will 
cut you up mentally, emotionally, cut your 
marriage/family, cut your fi nances, cut 
your reputation, your job, and some will 
even cut physically). In other words, Sister 
Cheeks starts off  all sweet and gentle but, 
in the end, husbands you will learn who 
the real Sister Cheeks is. Her feet go down 
to death, her steps (those delicate – sliding 
steps – Sister Cheeks sometimes don’t even 
pick up her feet and walk, she slides and 
glides) lay hold of hell (destruction). Lest 
you ponder her path of life, her ways are 
unstable; you do not know them. (men/
husbands have no idea how unstable Sis-
ter Cheeks is). Therefore, hear me now, my 
children, and do not depart from the words 
of my mouth. 

God is warning every man and husband 
especially ministers do not forget this 
warning, take heed to my warning because 
I want to save you and your marriage from 
destructions.

Husbands and wives please know that 
Sister Cheeks is looking for her next vic-
tim, it could be you and your marriage. 
Therefore, I have provided some tips below 
for you regarding safeguarding your mar-
riage and home. 

WIVES: 

• Pray daily for self, husband, marriage, 
and family, don’t take a break away from 
praying; cover your marriage and family in 
prayer

• Seek God, get you and your family in 
a good faith-based Church (can check out 
my church, The Restoration Church – call 
me…)

• Become intentional about investing 
love in your marriage, communicate, listen, 
date, spend quality time together, etc.

• Communicate about everything.  
• Don’t nag too much
• Show gratitude/appreciation to your 

husbands
• Be present – be available 
• Quench each other’s thirst; your hus-

band shouldn’t be thirsty consistently, be 
intimate 

• Seek professional marital counseling 
for unresolved issues, etc. 

Husbands:
• Pray daily for self, wife, marriage, and 

family, don’t take a break away from pray-
ing, cover your marriage and family in 
prayer

• Communicate about everything 
• Flee when Sister Cheeks approach you; 

run, run as fast as you can
• Remember your good thing that God 

gave you, don’t be a fool and lose her; 
there’s a man somewhere praying for a 
good wife

• Remember Sister Cheeks is a counter-
feit turf

• Embrace the vows you took
• Hold on to this warning – let nothing 

or no one put asunder what God has joined 
together

• Live with your wives in an understand-
ing way so that your prayers won’t be hin-
dered 

• Cherish your wives; enjoy her conversa-
tion, her smell, protect her, provide for her, 
date her, love her, woo woo woo her, etc.

• Whatever you can’t forgive or move on 
from, seek marriage counseling and remain 
in it until restoration begins to take place

In conclusion, I feel compelled to warn 
husbands, I know you may not be the hap-
piest in your marriage and I promise I un-
derstand but trust God and do right by your 
wives, God will honor you one way or the 
other. Further, husbands if you have previ-
ously pursued Sister Cheeks and God dis-
mantled it, leave it be. Don’t return because 
this time God may not be as merciful. The 
bottom line is husbands, if you pursue Sis-
ter Cheeks, it will be a huge mistake, she is 
not worth it. 

Contact Dr. LaShunda Calvert for speak-
ing engagements (Motivational, Minis-
tering, Marriage Counseling, Marriage 
Workshops, Marriage Seminars, Mar-
riage Conferences, etc.) on: Instagram: 
letsstay2gether4ever (Dr. LaShunda Cal-
vert) Facebook: Dr. LaShunda Calvert 
Email:letsstaytogether4eva@gmail.com 
Contact # 601-596-2528

Husbands, she is 
not worth it

By LaShunda Calvert, Ph.D.
Tips for a Good Marriage

By James B. Ewers Jr. Ed.D.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio
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 By Ben Jealous
People For the American Way
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LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING  

ZONING CASE NO. 4318 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, 
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way aff ected thereby, that 
James King  has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application 
requesting a Rezoning from C80-RE Residential Estate Subdistrict to C80-MU 
(Mixed-Use) Subdistrict to allow for the construction of a community recreational 
center/event venue for the property located at Parcel Numbers: 821-620-2 & 821-
620-3 on Highway 80 West in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, 
and being more particularly described as: 

Parcel 821-620-2 

Commencing from the intersection of the South ROW line of U.S. Highway 80 and 
the North line of Lot 8, Nelson Place, Part 1, as recorded in the Plat Book 8 at Page 
50 in the Offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, and 
run thence along the South line of U.S. Highway 80 North 60 degrees 16 minutes 15 
seconds W 856.03 feet to the point of beginning; thence S 29 degrees 43 minutes 45 
seconds W 475.72 feet; thence N 89 degrees 30 minutes 59 seconds W 421.0 feet; 
thence N 28 degrees 14 minutes 40 seconds East 581.63 feet; thence S 60 degrees 
16 minutes 15 seconds East 385.0 feet to the Point of the Beginning. Being situated 
in the S- ½ of the SW- ¼ of the Section 35; T6N, R1W, Hinds Co., MS., containing 
5.0 acres more or less. 

Parcel 821-620-3 

Commencing from the intersection of the South ROW line of U.S. Highway 80 and 
the North line of Lot 8, Nelson Place, Part 1, as recorded in Plat Book 8 at Page 50 
in the Offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, and 
run thence along the South line of U.S. Highway 80 North 60 degrees 16 minutes 
15 seconds W 1241.03 feet to the point of Beginning; thence S 28 degrees 14 
minutes 40 seconds W 681.63 feet; thence North 89 degrees 30 minutes 59 seconds 
West 220.0 feet; thence N 14 degrees 46 minutes 30 seconds East 816.54 feet; 
thence South 60 degrees 16 minutes 15 seconds East 385.0 feet to the Point of the 
Beginning. Being situated in the S½ of the SW¼ of Section 35; T6N, R1W, Hinds 
County, Mississippi, containing 5.0 acres, more or less. 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President 
Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, February 25, 2026, at 
which time all parties interested in or aff ected thereby will be heard both pro and 
con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which the City 
Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any 
objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and 
if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if 
a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If 
a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City 
will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the 
visually/hearing impaired. 

DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, 
THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC 
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  
PLEASE EMAIL EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER  FOR THE 
TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO FEBRUARY 18, 2026. 

WITNESS my signature this 30th day of January 2026. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

2/5/2026, 2/19/2026

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING  

ZONING CASE NO. 4320 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, 
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way aff ected thereby, 
that Christopher Jones  has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, 
an application requesting a Rezoning from C80-MU (Mixed-Use) Subdistrict to 
C80-I1 (Light) Industrial Subdistrict to allow for the development of a construction 
manufacturing production facility for the property located at Parcel Numbers: 824-
561, 824-565 & 824-567 on JR Lynch St. Ext. in the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as: 

Parcel 824-561 

BEGINNING at a point 1,680.58 feet South and 652.57 feet East of the Northwest 
corner of the Southwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 1, Township 5 
North, Range 1 West; thence Southwesterly 247.62 feet; thence Westerly 404.17 
feet; thence Northerly along a curve 34.44 feet; thence Northeasterly 168.08 feet; 
thence Northeasterly along a curve 118.77 feet; thence Easterly 376.97 feet to the 
POINT OF BEGINNING.  

Being situated in the Northwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 12, 
Township 5 North. 

Containing 2,7043 acres, more or less. 

Parcel 824-565 

BEGINNING at a point 1,138.52 feet East of the Southwest corner of Lot 1, Block 
B, Farmington eights Part 2; thence Southeast 386.61 feet; thence South 342.23 
feet; thence West 148.0 feet; thence South 10 feet; thence West 490.16 feet; thence 
Northwest 133.87 feet; thence North 141.57 feet; thence Northeast 367.32 feet; 
thence West 20.21 feet; thence Northeast 190.67 feet; thence Southeast to the 
POINT OF BEGINNING.  

Being situated in the North Half of the North Half of Section 12, and in the Southeast 
Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section 1, Township 5 North, Range 1 West, 
Hinds County, Mississippi. 

Parcel 824-567 

BEGINNING at the Southeast corner of Lot 9, Block B, Farmington Heights Part 2; 
thence East 8.77 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING; thence Northeast 156.39 feet; 
thence Northeast 77.0 feet; thence Southeast 299.98 feet; thence Southwest 190.21 
feet; thence East 20.21 feet; thence Southwest 367.32 feet; thence Southwest 
141.57 feet; thence West on the North line of Lynch Street 331.13 feet; thence 
Northeast 310.93 feet; thence West 31.75 feet; thence Northeast 208.81 feet; thence 
East 24.25 feet; thence Northeast 69.65 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING.  

Being a part of the Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section 1, and the 
Northeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 12, Township 5 North, Range 
1 West, Hinds County, Mississippi.  

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President 
Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, February 25, 2026, at 
which time all parties interested in or aff ected thereby will be heard both pro and 
con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which the City 
Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any 
objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and 
if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if 
a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If 
a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City 
will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the 
visually/hearing impaired. 

DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, 
THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC 
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  
PLEASE EMAIL EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER  FOR THE 
TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO FEBRUARY 18, 2026. 

WITNESS my signature this 30TH day of January 2026. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

2/5/2026, 2/19/2026

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING 

ZONING CASE NO. 4319 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way aff ected 
thereby, that Mt. Nebo Baptist Church  has fi led with the Planning Board for the City 
of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from R-4 (Limited Multi-family) 
Residential District and C-3 (General) Commercial District to NMU-1 Neighborhood 
(Mixed Use) District, Pedestrian Oriented to allow for the addition of a parking lot 
and other church community oriented services  for the properties located at Parcel 
Numbers: 159-113, 159-133, 159-121-1, & 159-109 on Tunica St, 159-103, 159-104, 
159-122-1, 159-122, 159-142 & 159-143 on JR Lynch St. and Parcel 159-126 on 
Aberdeen St.. in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being 
more particularly described as: 

1245 Tunica St. (Parcel 159-113) 

Lot 6, Block 13, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lot 7, Block 13, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lot 8, Block 13, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lot 9, Block 13, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lots 10 & 12, Block 13, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat 
thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds 
County, at Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to 
which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lot 11, Block 13, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lot 13, Block 13, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lot 15, Block 13, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lot 17, Block 13, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

A STRIP OF LAND LYING IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF AND ADJOINING LOT 17 
IN BLOCK 13, COLLEGE SUBURB SUBDIVISION TO THE CITY OF JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI, ACCORDING TO RECORDED PLAT OF SAID SUBDIVISION 
OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHANCERY CLERK, IN JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI, S Ạ ID STRJP OF LAND BEING FURTHER DESCRIBED AS BEING 
SOUTH OF LOT 17 FRONTING THIRTY-FIVE FEET, MORE OR LESS, ON TUPELO 
STREET AND EXTENDING SOUTH TO THE NORTH LINE OF UTICA STREET AND 
EASTWARDLY 140 FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO A TEN FOOT ALLEY; SAID STRIP 
OF LAND BEING THE STRIP OF LAND LYING SOUTH AND ADIOINING SAID LOT 
17, BLOCK 13, DESCRIBED IN DEED DATED JULY 29, 1955, PROM MISSISSIPPI 
INVESTMENT COMPANY, GRANTOR, TO WILLIE ROBINSON, GRANTEE, 
RECORDED IN BOOK 921 AT. PAGF 460, OF THE AFORESAID RECORDS. 

Parcel 159-133 

Lot 2, Block 14, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 

Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lot 12, Block 14, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lot 14, Block 14, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lot 16, Block 14, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lot Eighteen (18), Block Fourteen (14), College Suburb Survey, and a strip of land 
south and adjacent to less 55’ north side, a subdivision of record and on fi le in the 
offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of the First Judicial District of Hinds County, MS in 
plat book 1, page 66, and 55 feet on north side of Lot Eighteen, Block Fourteen of 
College Suburb, a subdivision of record and on fi le in the offi  ce of the Chancery 
Clerk of the First Judicial District of Hinds County, MS, in plat book 1, page 66. 

Parcel 159-121-1 

A parcel of land in college suburb survey adj & South of Lot 18 Block 13 bounded on 
South by Utica Street East by Tunica Street & Extending West to an alley. 

Parcels 159-103, 159-104 & 159-109 

Lots 1, 2 and 5 Block 13, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat 
thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds 
County, at Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to 
which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description  

Parcels 159-126, 159-122 & 159-122-1 

Lots 1& 5, Block 14, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat 
thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds 
County, at Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to 
which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Parcel 159-142 

Lot 3, Block 15, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, and in subsequent recording 
in Book 3536, page 030, and in references to which is hereby made in aid of and as 
a part of this description. 

Parcel 159-143 

LOT 4, LESS 40 FT S/S BLK 15 COLLEGE SUB SY & LESS TRI NE COR TO ST 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President 
Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, February 25, 2026, at 
which time all parties interested in or aff ected thereby will be heard both pro and 
con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which the City 
Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any 
objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and 
if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if 
a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If 
a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City 
will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the 
visually/hearing impaired. 

 DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, 
THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC 
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  
PLEASE EMAIL EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER  FOR THE 
TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO FEBRUARY 18, 2026. 

WITNESS my signature this 30TH day of January 2026. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

2/5/2026, 2/19/2026
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AUCTION FOR CITY OF JACKSON ABANDONED, STOLEN, 
SEIZED VEHICLES, EVIDENCE, AND RECOVERED PROPERTY
To all interested parties, known 
and unknown,Pursuant to 
the MS State Code of 1972, 
Section 21-39-21, the City of 
Jackson, Mississippi, will 
sell at Public Auction, the 
impounded, abandoned, lost, 
stolen, or misplaced motor 
vehicles and equipment listed 
on the attached schedule. 
Unclaimed motor vehicles and 
equipment may be sold after the 
expiration of ninety (90) days 
from their receipt or recovery 
by the City of Jackson. The 
auction will be held online at 
https://marketplace.autura.com/
auctions/jac-ms/ on February 
24,  2026 at 10:00 am
A list and description of 
abandoned/unclaimed vehicles 
will be posted pursuant to 
statutory requirements in the 
following locations: 
Hinds County Court 
House  
Hinds Country Chancery Court 
Building 
Jackson City Hall/City Clerk’s 
Offi ce”   (2/3/2026)

2/5/2026
*******************************
8840357 • 2012/DODGE/RAM/
WHITE • 3C6JD7AT6CG229719
8840360 • 2014/DODGE/
CHALLENGER/BLACK • 
2C3CDYBT6EH154288
*******************************
8840411 • 2014/DODGE/
AVENGER/RED • 
1C3CDZAB1EN196731
*******************************
8840428 • 2024/
MAZDA/3/SILVER • 
3MZBPBXY4RM406897
*******************************
8840546 • 2001/DODGE/RAM/
RED • 3B7HC13Y71G764619
*******************************
8841081 • 2017/DODGE/
CHALLENGER/RED • 
2C3CDZFJ7HH640062
*******************************
8841116 • 2011/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/SILVER • 
5NPEB4AC5BH192179
*******************************
8843390 • 2001/GMC/
YUKON XL 1500/BLACK • 
3GKFK16T01G174938
*******************************
8843399 • 2013/KIA/SOUL/
GREEN • KNDJT2A64D7523240
*******************************
8843435 • 2018/KIA/OPTIMA/
BLUE • 5XXGT4L38JG247351
*******************************
8843469 • 1977/CHEVROLET/
CAPRICE/MULTI-COLOR • 
1N69U7S126620
*******************************
8843615 • 2010/NISSAN/
MAXIMA/BLACK • 
1N4AA5AP4AC874514
*******************************
8843711 • 2003/GMC/YUKON/
BLACK • 1GKEK13Z33J338558
*******************************
8843747 • 2004/TOYOTA/
HIGHLANDER/GOLD • 

JTEDP21A040004826
*******************************
8843774 • 2015/BMW/OTHER/
GRAY • WBA3B5G51FNS17491
*******************************
8843805 • 2005/CHRYSLER/
CROSSFIRE/BLACK • 
1C3AN65L35X042757
*******************************
8843822 • 2015/KIA/OPTIMA/
WHITE • KNAGM4A78F5635885
*******************************
8843843 • 2001/DODGE/RAM/
GRAY • 1B7HC16X31S747845
*******************************
8844001 • 2007/CHEVROLET/
TAHOE/BLACK • 
1GNFC13077R355344
*******************************
8844350 • 2023/TOYOTA/
COROLLA/BLACK • 
JTND4MBE2P3192015
*******************************
8844479 • 2013/HYUNDAI/
VELOSTER/WHITE • 
KMHTC6AD9DU145850
*******************************
8844558 • 2011/HONDA/
ACCORD/RED • 
1HGCP3F89BA006384
*******************************
8844573 • 2004/INFINITI/FX35/
GRAY • JNRAS08U74X105637
*******************************
8844593 • 2021/TOYOTA/
CAMRY/GRAY • 
4T1G11AK1MU457671
*******************************
8844622 • 2019/FORD/
MUSTANG/SILVER • 
1FA6P8TH7K5163133
*******************************
8844767 • 1998/MERCURY/
GRAND MARQUIS/WHITE • 
2MEFM74W2WX699596
*******************************
8844878 • -/INFINITI/G37/WHITE 
• 1NKCV61EX9M307305
*******************************
8847600 • 2010/KIA/FORTE/
SILVER • KNAFU6A26A5111154
*******************************
8847747 • 2011/MERCEDES/C 
CLASS/BLACK • 
WDDGF8BB8BR148041
*******************************
8847766 • 2001/HONDA/
ACCORD/RED • 
JHMCG66851C022986
*******************************
8847857 • 2017/NISSAN/
MAXIMA/MULTI-COLOR • 
1N4AA6AP2HC386596
*******************************
8848069 • 2019/DODGE/
CHARGER/RED • 
2C3CDXCT9KH575572
*******************************
8848157 • 2009/HONDA/
ACCORD/SILVER • 
JHMCP26399C015192
*******************************
8848309 • 2017/VOLKSWAGEN/
PASSAT/BLUE • 
1VWDT7A36HC064626
*******************************
8848379 • 2020/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/SILVER • 
5NPD74LF4LH501422
*******************************

8848427 • 2015/NISSAN/
ALTIMA/BLACK • 
1N4AL3AP2FN406968
*******************************
8848487 • 1992/NISSAN/
SENTRA/BLACK • 
1N4EB32A2NC767092
*******************************
8848587 • 1999/TOYOTA/4 
RUNNER/SILVER • 
JT3GN87R3X0106654
*******************************
8848601 • 2011/FORD/ESCAPE/
BLACK • 1FMCU0D77BKC62206
*******************************
8848639 • 2010/FORD/FUSION/
SILVER • 3FAHP0DC1AR327419
*******************************
8851165 • 2011/TOYOTA/
SIENNA/GRAY • 
5TDKK3DC2BS123937
*******************************
8851244 • 2016/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/GRAY • 
5NPDH4AE4GH662236
*******************************
8851284 • 2013/JEEP/
COMPASS/BLUE • 
1C4NJCBA2DD168764
*******************************
8851378 • 2003/HONDA/
ACCORD/SILVER • 
1HGCM56363A090920
*******************************
8851698 • 2003/CHEVROLET/
SUBURBAN/BLACK • 
3GNEC16Z93G138720
*******************************
8851758 • 2016/HYUNDAI/
TUCSON/ORANGE • 
KM8J33A4XGU179080
*******************************
8852009 • 1993/CHEVROLET/
CAPRICE/WHITE • 
1G1BN53E6PR129793
*******************************
8852119 • 2023/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/RED • 
5NPLM4AG7PH091771
*******************************
8852175 • 2023/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/BLACK • 
KMHLL4AG3PU384832
*******************************
8852182 • 2013/NISSAN/VERSA/
SILVER • 3N1CN7AP2DL844944
*******************************
8852216 • 2006/BUICK/
LUCERNE/SILVER • 
1G4HD57206U233420
*******************************
8852286 • 2015/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/BLUE • 
5NPE24AF9FH061238
*******************************
8854665 • 2013/FORD/TAURUS/
GRAY • 1FAHP2E87DG162848
*******************************
8854775 • 2006/DODGE/
DURANGO/SILVER • 
1D4HD48N56F119363
*******************************
8854862 • 2012/HONDA/
ACCORD/BLACK • 
1HGCP2F6XCA244500
*******************************
8854943 • 2001/CHEVROLET/
SILVERADO/MULTI-COLOR • 
2GCEC19T711395476
*******************************

8855133 • 2011/KIA/SORENTO/
TAN • 5XYKT3A19BG078038
*******************************
8855702 • 2016/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/GRAY • 
5NPE24AFXGH386398
*******************************
8855785 • 2012/FORD/
EXPLORER/WHITE • 
1FMHK7D80CGA41788
*******************************
8855940 • 1997/FORD/F150/RED 
• 1FTDF1724VKB14348
*******************************
8855969 • 2009/HONDA/
ACCORD/BLUE • 
1HGCP26479A192427
*******************************
8858578 • 2018/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/WHITE • 
5NPD84LF0JH301924
*******************************
8858710 • 2013/VOLKSWAGEN/
PASSAT/SILVER • 
1VWAP7A34DC031464
*******************************
8858774 • 2010/CHEVROLET/
MALIBU/WHITE • 
1G1ZA5E07AF279349
*******************************
8858938 • 2018/KIA/OPTIMA/
WHITE • 5XXGT4L34JG184815
*******************************
8859085 • 2005/CHRYSLER/
SEBRING/SILVER • 
1C3EL66R65N543311
*******************************
8859249 • 2008/HONDA/
ACCORD/MULTI-COLOR • 
JHMCP26398C074564
*******************************
8859259 • 2020/TOYOTA/
CAMRY/WHITE • 
4T1G11AK1LU928653
*******************************
8859296 • 2017/KIA/OPTIMA/
WHITE • KNAGT4L30H5147580
*******************************
8859315 • 2017/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/WHITE • 
5NPE24AF1HH489565
*******************************
8861496 • 2005/INFINITI/FX35/
GRAY • JNRAS08U45X108433
*******************************
8861499 • 2001/BUICK/REGAL/
SILVER • 2G4WB55KX11310203
*******************************
8861508 • 2004/CHEVROLET/
TAHOE/WHITE • 
1GNEK13Z94R295639
*******************************
8861573 • 2004/HONDA/
ACCORD/OTHER • 
1HGCM82654A024006
*******************************
8861725 • 2001/LEXUS/OTHER/
WHITE • JT8BD69SX10134406
*******************************
8861731 • 2010/CHEVROLET/
MALIBU/GRAY • 
1G1ZC5EB8A4110206
*******************************
8861771 • 2014/FORD/FUSION/
SILVER • 3FA6P0G74ER350110
*******************************
8861812 • 2002/JEEP/
GRAND CHER/GRAY • 
1J4GX38S22C234086
*******************************

8861888 • 2000/CHEVROLET/
SILVERADO/GOLD • 
1GCEK19T8YE336643
*******************************
8861999 • 2005/CHEVROLET/
EQUINOX/WHITE • 
2CNDL13F856082567
*******************************
8862090 • 2008/MERCURY/
SABLE/SILVER • 
1MEHM40W58G600632
*******************************
8862127 • 2004/ACURA/MDX/
WHITE • 2HNYD188X4H500881
*******************************
8862153 • 2020/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/WHITE • 
5NPD84LF9LH539788
*******************************
8862202 • 2001/
NISSAN/ALTIMA/RED • 
1N4DL01D01C218584
*******************************
8864199 • 2004/CADILLAC/
ESCALADE/WHITE • 
3GYFK66N34G263508
*******************************
8864200 • 1995/BUICK/
LESABRE/GRAY • 
1G4HP52L9SH431570
*******************************
8864368 • 1999/TOYOTA/
CAMRY/WHITE • 
4T1BG22KXXU483543
*******************************
8864393 • 2000/TOYOTA/
CAMRY/SILVER • 
4T1BG22K4YU657527
*******************************
8864439 • 2003/LINCOLN/
TOWN CAR/WHITE • 
1LNHM81W73Y603957
*******************************
8864521 • 2012/FORD/
MUSTANG/SILVER • 
1ZVBP8EM5C5201623
*******************************
8864556 • 2005/TOYOTA/
COROLLA/BLACK • 
2T1BR32E35C325375
*******************************
8864611 • 2006/
CHEVROLET/TAHOE/RED • 
1GNEC13V56R102707
*******************************
8864631 • 1998/BMW/Z3/GREEN 
• 4USCJ3329WLB62223
*******************************
8864654 • 1994/JEEP/
GRAND CHER/BLUE • 
1J4GZ58Y9RC252038
*******************************
8864836 • 2005/NISSAN/
MURANO/RED • 
JN8AZ08W15W444211
*******************************
8864850 • 2016/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/WHITE • 
5NPDH4AE1GH770135
*******************************
8865210 • 2007/MITSUBISHI/
GALANT/SILVER • 
4A3AB36F77E083903
*******************************
8865292 • 2000/MERCURY/
GRAND MARQUIS/SILVER • 
2MEFM75W1YX667577
*******************************
8867485 • 2018/KIA/SORENTO/
RED • 5XYPG4A34JG425131

*******************************
8867596 • 1998/FORD/
EXPEDITION/MULTI-COLOR • 
1FMEU17L9WLA05085
*******************************
8867601 • 2007/MERCURY/
MILAN/SILVER • 
3MEHM07Z07R665615
*******************************
8867723 • 2017/HYUNDAI/
SANTA FE/RED • 
5XYZT3LB2HG413086
*******************************
8867875 • 2010/NISSAN/
SENTRA/BLACK • 
3N1AB6AP5AL729745
*******************************
8868277 • 2004/ACURA/TL/
SILVER • 19UUA66274A054357
*******************************
8868334 • 2010/HONDA/
ACCORD/BLACK • 
1HGCP2F81AA009031
*******************************
8868469 • 2003/JEEP/
GRAND CHER/WHITE • 
1J4GX58S43C586731
*******************************
8868632 • 2006/GMC/
YUKON XL 1500/WHITE • 
1GKEC16Z96J135719
*******************************
8868721 • 2016/TOYOTA/
COROLLA/GRAY • 
2T1BURHE8GC532968
*******************************
8868751 • 2015/CHRYSLER/200/
WHITE • 1C3CCCAB2FN603974
*******************************
8868769 • 2009/CHEVROLET/
MALIBU/BLUE • 
1G1ZG57B694266158
*******************************
8868833 • 2011/MERCEDES/E 
CLASS/BLACK • 
WDDHF5GBXBA445810
*******************************
8868876 • 1999/ACURA/RL/
SILVER • JH4KA9658XC006231
*******************************
8871350 • 2005/CHEVROLET/
SILVERADO/WHITE • 
2GCEK13T151137732
*******************************
8871614 • 2007/CHEVROLET/
SILVERADO/BROWN • 
1GCEC14C57Z557516
*******************************
8910046 • 2006/NISSAN/
ALTIMA/GRAY • 
1N4AL11D06N391638
*******************************
8912511 • 2001/SUZUKI/OTHER/
GREEN • JS1GT74A312107237
*******************************
8915144 • 2011/FORD/F150/
WHITE • 1FTEX1CMXBFB46895
*******************************
8949559 • 2014/HONDA/
ACCORD/YELLOW • 
1HGCR2F53EA277293
*******************************
8949953 • 1998/CHEVROLET/
LUMINA/SILVER • 
2G1WL52M6W9255953
*******************************
8950100 • 2015/CHRYSLER/200/
GRAY • 1C3CCCAB1FN696227
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CALL US: 1-833-906-2201
*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov’t fees.  

 Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with 
transfers available for most major gateways.

Grand Alaskan Cruise & Tour

Historic Route 66 – 100th Anniversary

12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*
BASED ON JUL 8, 2026 DEPARTURE

16 DAYS STARTING AT $4,099 $3,849*
BASED ON APR 18, 2026 DEPARTURE

MUST BOOK BY 3/31

MUST BOOK BY 3/12

• Marvel at Alaska’s natural beauty in Denali National Park
• Visit Alaska’s the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center
• Cruise Glacier Bay and Wrangell St. Elias National Park
• Travel through the legendary Inside Passage

• Visit must-see sights like the historic starting point of Route 66 in 
Chicago, the famous Cadillac Ranch in Amarillo, and the “End of the 
Trail” sign in Santa Monica

• Explore natural wonders of the Grand Canyon, Petrified Forest 
National Park, and the Painted Desert

• Discover Seligman, known as the “historic birthplace of Route 66,” 
and visit the vibrant Hotel El Rancho in Gallup, where Golden Age 
movie stars once stayed

SAVE $250 ON ALL TOURS! 
MORE THAN 50 GUIDED TOURS AVAILABLE
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Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Judy Garland

© Feature Exchange



 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
J & A FUEL STORES
3249 Medgar Evers  Blvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS 
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

WE BUY 8,000 CARS a week. Sell 
your old, busted or junk car with no 
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell 
your car to Peddle. Easy three step 
process. Instant offer. Free pickup. 
Fast payment. Call 1-833-758-
1344

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now to 
receive a FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. Call 
1-844-316-8630 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  Call: 
1-833-764-2473

OLSHAN FOUNDATION SOLUTIONS. 
Your trusted foundation repair 
experts since 1933. Foundation 
repair. Crawl space recovery. 
Basement waterproofing. Water 
management and more. Free 
evaluation. Limited time up to $250 
off foundation repair. Call Olshan 
1-866-264-5115

SAFE STEP. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-855-532-0066

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-584-8517 
www.dental50plus.com/mspress 
#6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 1-833-
641-4206

DONATE your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive a top 
tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-866-428-0305 
today!

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash 
AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Call today 
for your fair cash offer: 1-601-273-
8545.

CONNECT TO THE BEST 
WIRELESS HOME INTERNET 
with EarthLink. Enjoy speeds from 
5G and 4G LTE networks, no 
contracts, easy installation, and 
data plans up to 300 GB. Call 
866-831-4021

CONSUMER CELLULAR - 
the same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, no hidden 
fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk and 
text, starting at just $20/month. 
For more information, call 1-844-
954-4517

GET DISH SATELLITE TV + 
INTERNET!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-
Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call 
Today! 1-877-628-3143

YMT VACATIONS. Over 50 
guided tours available. Affordable, 
social and stress-free travel 
designed for mature travelers. Our 
tours include accommodations, 
transportation, baggage handling, 
sightseeing, entrance fees, a 
professional Tour Director and 
select meals. For a limited time 
SAVE $250 on all tours. Call YMT 
today. 1-833-906-2201

AUTOS INSURANCE
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SERVICES
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Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Tie
2. Wizard
3. Musical production
4. Jab
5. Looter
6. Make a mistake
7. Weakling
8. Always
9. Refuse to believe
15. Pixy
19. Advertisements
21. Strength
23. Music used as practice
24. Meal listings
25. Wear away
26. Dab
27. Bpm
28. Bridge support
30. Reverent
32. __ Lanka

ACROSS 
1. Dual
4. Boiled
10. Rend
11. Expand
12. Shoshonean
13. Flyers
14. Penman
16. Open forcefully
17. Pillow covering
18. Scale note
20. Lead (abbr.)
22. Interbreeding population within 
       a species
26. Resort hotel
29. Scan pattern used by tv’s
31. National capital
33. Card game
34. Earn interest
35. Lemon
36. Lagging
37. Compass point © Feature Exchange

Cryptogram Solution
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Crossword Solution
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A number 
of years ago, 
I had one of 
my most chal-
lenging experi-
ences with my 
natural vision. 

What started out as a normal 
day for me ended with me hav-
ing a splitting headache and 
blurred vision. It started when 
I thought I might have had my 
contact lenses in the wrong 
eyes because my vision was 
a little blurry, so I switched 
them. But my vision seemed 
to get worse as the day pro-
gressed, so I switched them 
back. Over the next three days 
I did all that I could to clean 
them but there didn’t seem to 
be a strong enough solution 
to remove what looked like a 
cloudy layer on the lenses. I re-
luctantly made an appointment 
with the eye doctor dreading 
having to buy another pair of 
contact lenses. I prayed for 
God to supernaturally heal my 
eyes on the way to the doctor’s 
offi  ce, but God obviously had a 

more important lesson for me.
When I went to the eye doc-

tor, he was able to clean the 
lenses and remove most of what 
had clouded them. He stated 
that part of my physical dis-
comfort was the fact that I was 
right eye dominant and it was 
my right eye’s contact lenses 
that was the most blurred. The 
weaker left eye was trying to 
overcompensate for the tempo-
rary weakness of the right one.

He further explained that 
his great “top-secret” solu-
tion that cleansed my contact 
lens included baking soda. He 
carefully explained all that he 
did and recommended that I 
do the same thing to clean my 
contact lenses in the future. It 
was amazing how something as 
simple as baking soda seemed 
to be the solution to everything!

Later that day, I did what he 
said and marveled at the quick 
improvement to my eyesight. It 
was still a little fuzzy, but my 
headache was gone. I thought 
to myself how interesting that 
even though it was the weakest, 
my left eye was overcompen-
sating for the temporary weak-

ness of the stronger right eye.
I also thought how that fi ght 

between my eyes to give me 
clear vision was similar to our 
battles with faith. We don’t 
have enough faith that God will 
do something, and we overcom-
pensate by taking matters into 
our own hands. We think we 
are doing the right thing, but in 
the end, we cause an imbalance 
of faith. We say we have limit-
less faith but our actions show 
that we actually have limited 
faith. Sometimes we also make 
the mistake of putting our faith 
in the wrong people or things, 
all because we want to control 
the situation.

There are so many things 
that we are seeing right now on 
the news and on social media 
that are disturbing and discour-
aging. This includes cell phone 
video of people being captured/
kidnapped and ultimately de-
ported to shocking murders of 
American citizens being wide-
ly shared in a constant barrage 
of horrifying and unimagi-
nable cruelty. For many, it’s 
overwhelming. For others, they 
champion the images saying 

this is what they wanted to hap-
pen. The point is that we have 
to believe that there is a more 
compassionate world than the 
one we are seeing.

2 Corinthians 4:18 says, 
“While we do not look at the 
things which are seen but at the 
things which are not seen. For 
the things which are seen are 
temporary but the things that 
are not seen are eternal.” Faith, 
like that dirty contact lens, is 
what we see the world through. 
If our faith is blurred, cloudy, 
distorted, or obscured, we 
make poor decisions because 
we have poor sight and insight. 
Like that damaged lens, we 
have to admit that our faith was 
shaken and replace our faith-
less eyes with the faithful eyes 
of God.

Shewanda Riley is a Fort 
Worth-based author of “Love 
Hangover: Moving from Pain 
to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to the 
Beat of God’s Heart: A Book 
of Prayers for Writers.” Email 
her at preservedbypurpose@
gmail.com or follow her on 
Twitter @shewanda

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Living above 
See Level

P R E S E R V E D

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist The American Heart Associa-

tion’s Go Red for Women move-
ment urges Metro Jackson to join 
the fi ght against the No. 1 killer of 
women.  

Cardiovascular disease (CVD) 
is the leading cause of death for 
women in the United States. On 
Friday, February 6, National Wear 
Red Day®, people and landmarks 
across the nation will “go red” to 
raise awareness of women’s No. 1 
killer.  

The public is invited to  “The 
District Goes Red” from 5:00 pm-
8:00 pm at the District at Eastover. 
This free, fun, family event fea-
tures Hands-Only CPR training 
and live music on the Green. 

The American Heart Associa-
tion is devoted to changing the fu-
ture to a world of healthier lives for 
all and is working to raise aware-
ness that heart disease and stroke 
can happen at any age.  

On National Wear Red Day, the 
Heart Association urges everyone 
to join the Go Red for Women® 
movement in championing better 
health and well-being for all wom-
en by wearing red and spreading 
awareness. You can join the con-
versation online by sharing on 
social media using #GoRedJXN 
#WearRedDay, #WearRedAnd-
Give and #GoRedforWomen. 

The American Heart Associa-
tion’s Go Red for Women move-
ment, nationally sponsored by 
CVS Health, is asking women 
to make bold moves today for a 
healthier tomorrow: 

Know your numbers: Maintain-
ing good blood pressure, blood 
glucose, total cholesterol and body 
mass index can lower your risk for 
heart disease and stroke. 

Join Research Goes Red to help 
ensure more women are represent-
ed and counted when it comes to 
scientifi c discovery: Women con-
tinue to be underrepresented in 
cardiovascular research 

Learn Hands-Only CPR and be 
equipped with the knowledge to 
save a life: women are less likely 
to receive bystander CPR 

“National Wear Red Day is 
about more than kicking off  Amer-
ican Heart Month, it’s about every-
one coming together to support the 
health and well-being of our moth-
ers, daughters, sisters and the peo-
ple who love them,” said Pam Gor-
don, Jackson Go Red for Women 
chair and President, Chief Oper-
ating Offi  cer with Story Financial 
Partners. “This is a great example 
of people across the country, not 
just here in Metro Jackson, band-
ing together to unite for women’s 
health. And the health of our com-
munities.” 

Find resources to support wom-
en’s heart health at every age and 
stage of life at GoRedforWomen.
org and learn more about National 
Wear Red Day at WearRedDay.
org. For more information about 
the Metro Jackson Go Red for 
Women movement, contact Kath-
ryn Byrd at Kathryn.byrd@heart.
org. 

About the American Heart As-
sociation 

The American Heart Associa-
tion is a relentless force for a world 
of longer, healthier lives. Dedi-
cated to ensuring equitable health 
in all communities, the organiza-
tion has been a leading source of 
health information for more than 
one hundred years. Supported by 
more than 35 million volunteers 
globally, we fund groundbreaking 
research, advocate for the public’s 
health, and provide critical re-
sources to save and improve lives 
aff ected by cardiovascular dis-
ease and stroke. By driving break-
throughs and implementing prov-
en solutions in science, policy, and 
care, we work tirelessly to advance 
health and transform lives every 
day. Connect with us on heart.org, 
Facebook, X at AHA Mississippi 
or by calling 1-800-AHA-USA1. 

Wear red for 
women’s health 

this National Wear 
Red Day

SUNDAY
Worship Services

9 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. in person

Or you may worship with us via 
Facebook or our YouTube 

channel at CHMBC

Pastor
Chauncy L. Jordan
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In today’s world, we are surrounded 
by health advice. It’s on TV, in maga-
zines, on social media and even from 
friends and family. Some of it is help-
ful. Some of it is confusing. Some of 
it is just plain wrong.

So how do you know what to be-
lieve?

That’s where this column comes 
in. My goal is to help you understand 
health, nutrition and fi tness in a way 
that’s clear, honest and useful, espe-
cially for older adults and Black com-
munities who are often left out of the 
conversation. I want to give you the 
tools to make smart choices for your 
body, your mind and your future.

Health information is anything that 
teaches you about how your body 
works and how to take care of it. This 
includes:

• How to eat better
• How to move more
• How to manage stress
• How to prevent or live with dis-

eases like diabetes or high blood pres-
sure

You might see this information in 
many places, websites, books, TV 
shows, TikTok videos or even from 
your cousin at the cookout. But not all 
sources are created equal.

Misinformation is when someone 
shares health advice that isn’t true or 
isn’t the full story. Sometimes it’s by 
accident. Other times, it’s to sell you 
something.

Here are some red fl ags to look out 
for:

• “Miracle cures” that promise fast 
results

• Advice that tells you to skip your 
doctor

• One-size-fi ts-all plans that ignore 
your age, culture or health history

• Scary headlines with no science 
behind them

If it sounds too good to be true, it 
probably is.

How to Find Good Health Info
Here are fi ve ways to tell if health 

advice is trustworthy:
1. Check the source.
Is it from a hospital, university or 

health organization like the CDC or 
American Heart Association? That’s 
a good sign.

2. Look for science.
Are there studies or experts back-

ing up the claims? Real health advice 
is based on research, not rumors.

3. Watch the language.
Be careful with words like “detox,” 

“cleanse,” or “superfood.” These are 
often used to sell products, not to edu-

cate.
4. Ask your doctor.
If you’re not sure, talk to a health-

care provider who knows your his-
tory.

5. Trust your gut. If something feels 
off  or extreme, take a step back and do 
more research.

Understanding Nutrition
Nutrition is about what you eat and 

how it aff ects your body. But with so 
many diets out there like keto, vegan, 
low-carb, high-protein it’s easy to get 
lost.

Here’s what really matters:
• Eat more whole foods. Fruits, veg-

etables, beans, nuts, whole grains and 
lean proteins are your best friends.

• Watch your portions. Even healthy 
foods can be too much if you overdo 
it.

• Limit added sugar and salt. These 
sneak into many packaged foods and 
can raise your risk for diabetes and 

high blood pressure.
• Drink water. It helps your body 

work better and keeps you feeling full.
Remember, food is not just fuel, 

it’s culture, family and joy. You don’t 
have to give up your favorite dishes; 
you just have to learn how to make 
them work for your health.

Understanding Fitness
Fitness doesn’t mean you have to 

run marathons or lift heavy weights. 
It means moving your body in ways 
that keep your heart, muscles and 
joints strong.

Here’s what helps:
• Walking is one of the best exer-

cises. It’s free, easy and gentle on the 
body.

• Warming up helps prevent injury.
• Strength training (even with soup 

cans!) helps protect your bones and 
balance.

The key is to fi nd something you 
enjoy and do it often. Even 10 minutes 
a day makes a diff erence.

Why This Column Matters
I started writing this column because 

I saw a gap. Too many people, espe-
cially older adults and people in Black 
communities, were getting left behind 
in the health conversation. The advice 
out there didn’t always speak to their 
lives, their foods or their challenges.

So I decided to change that.
In every article, I try to:
• Break down complex topics into 

plain language
• Highlight real-life examples 
• Share tips that work for people 

with busy lives, tight budgets or 
chronic conditions

• Respecting culture while off ering 
healthier ways to enjoy it

Whether I’m writing about the gly-

cemic index, the power of walking or 
how to read a food label, I always ask: 
“Would this make sense to my mom? 
Would this help my neighbor?”

If the answer is yes, then I know I’m 
on the right track.

How to Use This Column
Here are a few ways to make the 

most of what you read here:
• Cut it out and save it. Keep a fold-

er of articles that speak to you.
• Share it. Talk about it at school, in 

your book club or with your barber.
• Try one tip at a time. You don’t 

have to change everything overnight.
• Ask questions. If something 

doesn’t make sense, write in! I love 
hearing from readers.

Health isn’t just about what you eat 
or how you move. It’s also about be-
ing heard, respected and supported. 
That’s why I believe in community 
health, where we learn from each oth-
er and lift each other up.

If you have a story to share, a ques-
tion to ask or a topic you want me to 
cover, let me know. This column is for 
you.

Getting healthy doesn’t have to be 
confusing. With the right informa-
tion, the right support and a little bit 
of patience, you can take steps toward 
a stronger, happier you.

And I’ll be right here, walking with 
you every step of the way.

Let’s keep learning, growing and 
thriving together.

Before starting any health or fi tness 
program consult your physician.

I want to hear what you think about 
this article.

If you have a fi tness question or 
concern you would like addressed tip-
stobefi t@gmail.com  

Following a fi ve-year upward 
trend likely impacted by the CO-
VID pandemic, the number of 
heart disease and stroke deaths 
has declined, yet, heart disease 
and stroke still kill more people 
in the U.S. each year than any 
other cause, according to data re-
ported in the 2026 Heart Disease 
and Stroke Statistics: A Report of 
U.S. and Global Data From the 
American Heart Association. To-
gether, heart disease (22 percent 
of U.S. deaths) — the leading 
cause of death for more than a 
century — and stroke (5.3 percent 
of U.S. deaths) — now replacing 
COVID as the 4th leading cause 
of death — accounted for more 
than a quarter of all deaths in the 
U.S. in 2023, the latest year for 
which data is available.  

The overall deaths from heart 
disease and stroke continue to 
decline with fewer total deaths 
and modest improvements in the 
age-adjusted death rate. Age-ad-
justed death is a way to compare 
death rates fairly by removing 
the eff ect of diff erent age struc-
tures in populations. 

failure, down from 941,652 
CVD deaths in 2022. The age-
adjusted rate of CVD deaths 
in 2023 was 218.3 per 100,000 
people, compared with 224.3 per 
100,000 in 2022. 

“It’s encouraging to see that 
total deaths from heart disease 
and stroke declined. The past 
fi ve years appear to have been an 
anomaly given the huge impact 
the pandemic had on all health 
during that time,” said Stacey E. 
Rosen, M.D., FAHA, volunteer 
president of the American Heart 
Association and senior vice 
president of women’s health and 
executive director of the Katz 
Institute for Women’s Health of 
Northwell Health in New York 
City. “The fact remains that heart 
disease and stroke continue to 

take the lives of too many of our 
loved ones each and every day. 
Together, they still kill more peo-
ple than the #2 and #3 causes of 
death which include all types of 
cancer and accidents combined.” 

When looking at ranking, 
stroke now sits at the #4 spot on 
the list of leading causes of death 
correlating with the fact that CO-
VID deaths dropped from that 
spot to #10. While the total num-
ber of stroke deaths dropped for 
the fi rst time in several years, an 
increase in stroke deaths among 
the youngest and oldest popula-
tions remains a major health con-
cern: 

There was an 8.3 percent in-
crease in the crude stroke death 
rate among people 25 to 34 years 
of age between 2013 and 2023, 
a signifi cant contrast to no in-
crease in that rate between 2012 
and 2022. 

There was an 18.2 percent in-
crease in the crude stroke death 
rate among people older than 85 
years of age between 2013 and 
2023, up from a 12.1 percent in-
crease between 2012 and 2022. 

“The good news is that, over-
all, fewer people are dying from 
any cause, and death rates are im-
proving as life expectancy con-
tinues to rebound after the COV-
ID19 pandemic,” said American 
Heart Association volunteer chair 
of the statistics update writing 
committee Latha P. Palaniappan, 

M.D., M.S., FAHA, a professor 
of cardiovascular medicine at 
Stanford University in Palo Alto, 
California. “However, about half 
of all U.S. adults continue to have 
some form of cardiovascular dis-
ease. Those rates are still higher 
than they were before the pan-
demic and persistent increases 
in common conditions like high 
blood pressure, diabetes and obe-
sity continue to drive the risk.” 

Palaniappan said the growing 
prevalence of these health condi-
tions that contribute to stroke and 
to overall cardiovascular disease 
continues to be worrisome. Com-
paring data from 2017 to 2020 
with data from 2021 to 2023: 

About 125.9 million (47.3 per-
cent) U.S. adults now have high 
blood pressure, compared to 
122.4 million (46.7 percent) peo-
ple previously. 

Nearly 29.5 million U.S. adults 
have diagnosed diabetes, com-
pared to 29.3 million people pre-
viously. 

About 50 percent of U.S. adults 
have obesity or severe obesity, 
and while that’s slightly lower 
than 51.1 percent previously, an 
alarming increase in obesity and 
severe obesity was seen in youth 
2 to 19 years of age over this time 
— from 25.4 percent previously 
to 28.1 percent now. 

These health factors not only 
contribute to heart disease and 
stroke, but they also lead to other 

complications. Because of the 
interconnectivity of these condi-
tions, for the fi rst time this year’s 
Statistics Update includes a chap-
ter on cardiovascular-kidney-
metabolic (CKM) syndrome, a 
health disorder made up of con-
nections between heart disease, 
kidney disease, diabetes and 
obesity, leading to poor health 
outcomes. CKM syndrome is 
identifi ed by the presence of 
risk factors including high blood 
pressure, high triglycerides, ab-
normal cholesterol, high blood 
glucose (sugar), impaired kidney 
function and elevated weight or 
obesity. Data from this year’s re-
port shows: 

Nearly 90 percent of U.S. 
adults have some level of CKM 
syndrome and 

Over 80 percent of U.S. young 
and middle-aged adults already 
show early CKM risk. 

“These numbers should ring 
alarm bells, particularly among 
young adults because that’s a 
snapshot into our future,” said 
Sadiya S. Khan, M.D., M.Sc., 
FAHA, volunteer vice-chair of 
the statistical update writing 
group the Magerstadt Professor 
of Cardiovascular Epidemiol-
ogy and an associate professor of 
cardiology and preventive medi-
cine at Northwestern’s Feinberg 
School of Medicine in Chicago. 
“Overall projections for these 
health conditions show increases 
expected on nearly every level 
in the next few decades. Even 
though these rising numbers can 
feel discouraging, the advances 
in our diagnostic and therapeutic 
arsenal provide hope. We can de-
tect warning signs before events 
occur and we now have many 
tools to prevent events. Preven-
tion is our most powerful way to 
have the greatest impact and the 
more we use it, and the sooner 
we use it, the more lives we can 
save.” 

A number of studies cited in 
the Statistics Update note that 
following the American Heart 
Association’s Life’s Essential 
8™ healthy lifestyle guidance 
can make inroads preventing 
heart disease and stroke and im-
proving brain health. Life’s Es-
sential 8 is a set of four health 
behaviors (eat better, be more 
active, quit tobacco and get 
healthy sleep) and four health 
factors (manage weight, control 
cholesterol, manage blood sugar 
and manage blood pressure) that 
are key measures for improving 
and maintaining cardiovascular 
health. Adherence to the mea-
sures determines a cardiovas-
cular health score ranging from 
ideal, to moderate to low. 

“There is a growing body of 
scientifi c evidence that shows fol-
lowing these eight measures can 
dramatically reduce the overall 
burden of cardiovascular disease. 
We were very encouraged by the 
fi ndings of many of those studies 
featured in this year’s Statistics 
Update,” Palaniappan said. 

Those reported fi ndings in-
clude: 

A review of 59 studies from 
2010 to 2022 found that people 
who had ideal cardiovascular 
health as measured by Life’s Es-
sential 8 had a 74% lower risk of 
cardiovascular events compared 
with those who had poor cardio-
vascular health. 

In the United States, optimal 
Life’s Essential 8 scores could 
prevent up to 40 percent of an-
nual all-cause and CVD deaths 
among adults. 

Better cardiovascular health 
was also associated with better 
brain health including younger 
brain age, less subclinical vascu-
lar disease, slower cognitive de-
cline, and reduced dementia risk. 
For example. in a meta-analysis 
of 14 studies, a 1-point improve-
ment in cardiovascular health was 

associated with a 6 percent lower 
rate of dementia and the negative 
impact of poor cardiovascular 
health was more pronounced for 
midlife than later in life. Vascu-
lar risk factors are increasingly 
recognized as the most important 
cluster of risk factors for brain 
health, particularly because of 
their high prevalence and poten-
tial or modifi cation. 

Palaniappan noted that, unfor-
tunately, data continues to show 
poor adherence to Life’s Essen-
tial 8 measures: 

Diet scores are the lowest of 
the eight measures among adults 
and youth. 

Only 1 in 4 (25.3 percent) of 
U.S. adults meet national physi-
cal activity guidelines. Only 1 in 
5 (19.5 percent) U.S. youths 6 to 
17 years of age are physically ac-
tive for 60 minutes or more every 
day of the week. 

Overall cigarette smoking 
rates appear on a decline; howev-
er, e-cigarettes are now the most 
used tobacco products in youths: 
18.1% of high school (2.84 mil-
lion) students in the U.S. report 
using e-cigarettes. Among mid-
dle and high school students who 
currently use e-cigarettes, 26.3 
percent reported daily use. 

Less than half (43.5 percent) of 
U.S. adults being treated for Type 
2 diabetes have their condition 
under control. 

“We know that as much as 
80 percent of heart disease and 
stroke is preventable with life-
style changes and many chronic 
health conditions that contribute 
to poor cardiovascular health 
are manageable,” Rosen said. 
“Improving your cardiovascular 
health is possible. However, it 
will take a concerted eff ort. The 
data provided in the Statistics 
Update may look like just num-
bers to many, but to the Ameri-
can Heart Association, they are 
lives on the line.  

HEALTH

Heart disease, stroke deaths down, yet 
still kill more in U.S. than any other cause

Finding the truth about health 
How to get the right info: How my column helps 

By Vince Faust MA
Health Educator and Motivational 
Writer 

The American Heart Association 
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The Jim Hill High School choral director has 
been named a 2025–26 Outstanding Music Educa-
tor for Section 3 (Mississippi) by the National Fed-
eration of State High School Associations (NFHS). 
The honor places Moody among a select group of 
performing arts educators nationwide recognized 
for excellence, leadership, and lasting impact. 

Each year, NFHS honors outstanding educators 
across music, speech and debate, and theatre. For 
the 2025–26 school year, only eight high school 
music educators nationwide were selected for sec-
tion-level recognition. Moody represents Missis-
sippi in Section 3. 

Moody’s career with Jackson Public Schools 
spans more than 20 years, beginning at Siwell 
Middle School and continuing at Jim Hill High 
School, where her choral ensembles consistently 
earn superior ratings at district, state, and national 
competitions. Colleagues credit her success to 
high expectations, intentional instruction, and an 
unwavering belief in her scholars. 

“I teach music because it is my passion and I 
love my scholars, believe in their potential, and 
know that our community is stronger when their 
voices are heard,” Moody said. 

Her infl uence extends well beyond her own 
classroom. Moody serves as High School Choral 
Division Chair for Jackson Public Schools and 
District VI Chair for the Mississippi Music Edu-
cators Association. She mentors future educators, 
conducts honor choirs, and leads professional de-
velopment workshops for choral directors across 
the state. 

Moody holds advanced degrees in music 
education and educational leadership and was 
named Mississippi Music Educator of the Year in 
2025. Known for her professionalism, artistry, and 
service, she continues to elevate music education 
while creating spaces where scholars are chal-
lenged, supported, and inspired. 

This national recognition refl ects not only 
Moody’s dedication to her craft, but also the 
strength of arts education within Jackson Public 
Schools. For her scholars and colleagues alike, 
her leadership is a reminder that excellence, when 
paired with purpose, has the power to resonate far 
beyond the stage. 

The following article is an excerpt 
from Each and Every Child: Teach-
ing Preschool with an Equity Lens, 
published by the National Asso-
ciation for the Education of Young 
Children 

As part of the anti-bias curriculum 
at the preschool where I teach, we 
study the life of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Learning about Dr. King’s 
life provides us with a wonderful op-
portunity to refl ect on the principles 
he stood for. 

These are ideas my colleagues and 
I believe are very appropriate for 
preschoolers to explore and revisit 
often. We focus on Dr. King’s de-
sire for all people to be treated fairly, 
regardless of the color of their skin. 
Solving problems with words; be-
ing fair, kind, and inclusive; appre-
ciating similarities and diff erences 
among people—these are all ideas 
we include during morning meet-
ings, small group activities, read-
alouds, and regular conversations. 

In October 2018, I began by read-
ing a book to the 4- and 5-year-olds 
in my classroom that was written 
by a former teacher at our school. 
Titled Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
You, the book begins by describing 
Dr. King and his family, his work as 
a pastor, and his role in the commu-
nity. One page introduces his work 
with Rosa Parks and states that the 
bus company had an unfair rule: 
“Their rule was that only some peo-
ple could sit at the front of the bus.” 
The next page then shares how the 
community boycotted the bus com-
pany. The book does not explain seg-
regation. 

When I read this part of the book, 
I noticed that many of the children 
looked confused. I paused the read-
aloud and asked them to share their 
questions. Elena asked, “Who could 
sit at the front?” Then Jane won-
dered, “Why couldn’t Rosa Parks sit 
at the front of the bus?” 

I wasn’t sure how to respond. I 
thought to myself, “Is it age appro-
priate to introduce them to segre-
gation? How would I explain it?” I 
decided to respond by telling the 
children, “Our country has had a 
lot of unfair rules based on the color 
of people’s skin. There used to be a 
bus rule that said only White people 
could sit in the front. Black people 
had to sit in the back. Rosa Parks 
was a Black woman and she had to 
sit in the back.” 

Many of the children looked 
shocked. Several shouted out, 
“That’s not fair!” and “That’s not 
okay!” One child put her hands over 
her ears and said, “This is scary. I 
don’t want to hear about it.” 

Marie, a White child, then an-
nounced, “Oh, phew! That wouldn’t 
happen to me. I’m White!” Before I 
had time to think about how to reply 
to this statement, Elena, a multira-
cial child, exclaimed, “What about 
people like me? Like Sofi a? That is 

not fair! We are your friends!” 
 I fi rst responded by agreeing with 

the children that this was not a fair 
rule. I reminded them that the rule 
changed because Rosa Parks worked 
closely with Dr. King and their com-
munity to make it better. “They 
worked together, just like we do in 
our classroom community,” I told 
them. “If something unfair happens 
to someone in our community, it is 
all of our responsibility to help make 
change. People of all skin colors 
work together to make things fair.” 
Marie really listened. She then add-
ed, “I want to help my friends! I want 
to help change unfair rules!” 

Refl ections, Questions, and a Pas-
sion for Developing Leaders 

As I refl ected on our conversa-
tion later that day, I felt unsure about 
what I said and the role I should 
have played in this discussion. Had I 
given the children too little informa-
tion? Too much? 

Marie’s remark, “Oh, phew! That 
wouldn’t happen to me. I’m White!” 
really stood out. It reminded me that 
educators have lots of work to do in 
helping young children (and many 
adults) see that just because some-
thing may not directly aff ect us, that 
does not mean we should not care or 
should not do something about it. 

I also thought about Elena’s re-
sponse. She immediately shared her 
thoughts, standing up for herself and 
others as a leader. She helped Marie 
think about what she was saying and 
prompted the whole class to under-
stand that working to increase fair-
ness is about all of us and is every-
one’s responsibility. As her teacher, 
it was wonderful for me to see her 
confi dent self-identity. In a moment 
in which I hesitated, she was willing 
to take a risk to speak up about un-
fairness. She was showing her com-
petence—and she answered my in-
ner question showing that, yes, these 
are topics children can handle. 

Using the Thinking Lens to refl ect 
further on my role with the children, 
families, and colleagues, I thought 
about the following: 

· What is my role as the children’s 
teacher? I would like to learn along-

side the children as well as be a 
leader in helping to guide their criti-
cal thinking and problem-solving 
around social justice issues. I want 
them to be well prepared for their 
future history and civics classes and, 
as an essential part of that prepara-
tion, I want them to develop their 
power to make the world better. 

· What do children want to know? 
What do children already know and 
understand? Children have ques-
tions about what is happening in 
the world today and about history. I 
planned to observe, listen, and think 
deeper with the children about these 
questions. 

· What is developmentally appro-
priate and socially and emotionally 
appropriate for young children? As 
I listened to the children’s ques-
tions, I thought about the best way 
to answer. How much should chil-
dren know about past and present 
injustices? How much background 
knowledge did I need to provide for 
them to think meaningfully about 
social justice issues? Was I telling 
them enough? Was I going too far? 
I planned to do research and col-
laborate with my colleagues and the 
children’s families to agree on what 
is appropriate for the diff erent age 
groups. 

· How can I help children feel safe 
with all the scary things going on 
in our world? Often children come 
to school and share knowledge they 
have learned at home about our cur-
rent political climate or about vio-
lence in their communities or other 
places. What is my role when these 
conversations emerge? How can 
I help them develop their sense of 
safety? 

· How can I introduce power-
ful “Peace Heroes” in a positive 
way? An important part of my anti-
bias teaching is exposing children 
to a diverse group of leaders we call 
Peace Heroes from history and from 
today. I purposefully select Peace 
Heroes from around the world, such 
as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
Mahatma Gandhi, and also from our 
community, such as Harvey Milk 
(California’s fi rst openly gay elected 

offi  cial). I know I have to provide 
context to explain these leaders’ ac-
complishments, but should I include 
information about the violence that 
was often a part of these people’s 
stories? If yes, how might I do that? 

Asking Big Questions and Devel-
oping Powerful Knowledge. 

After our initial conversation 
about segregation, we embarked on 
a 7-month journey learning about 
important Peace Heroes in our world 
and what our role could be in mak-
ing this world a better place. Several 
weeks in, I realized that our investi-
gation was about so much more. The 
children had big questions. They 
wanted to have real conversations 
and understand why things happen 
in our world. They asked about life, 
death, fairness, skin color, and race. 

Recently, I was asked by a col-
league, “What’s your favorite thing 
about your work with young chil-
dren?” I answered, “The spontane-
ous conversations we have about 
how the world works.” As I continue 
my journey as an anti-bias educa-
tor, I often refl ect on what is hard 
and what is rewarding about this 
work. Although I love engaging in 
real conversations with the young 
children in my classroom, it is chal-
lenging. I don’t know when these 
conversations will arise or what chil-
dren will say or ask. My hope is that 
I can be as prepared as possible and 
answer children in a way that is hon-
est, is developmentally appropriate, 
respects their competence and point 
of view, helps them feel safe, and 
shows them their power to change 
the world. 

The rest of the school year, the 
children, my colleagues, and I 
thought together about what our 
roles are and what we can do as 
Peace Heroes in our communities to 
make this world a better place. We 
often sang the song “What Can One 
Little Person Do?,” by Sally Rogers. 
The children answered that question 
with many ideas that give me hope 
for the future. 

People should sit wherever they 
want on public transportation! I want 
to help change unfair rules. 

Nissan believes in 
the power of education.

Celebrating 
20 years of service 
in the Greater 
Jackson Area.
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Pamela 
Moody earns 

national 
honor for 

Excellence 
in Music 

Education 

“What about people like me?” 
Teaching preschoolers about 

segregation and “Peace Heroes”

EDUCATION

Mississippi Link Newswire

Pamela Moody has spent more than two decades 
helping scholars fi nd their voices, and now her 
work is being recognized on a national stage. 

By Nadia Jaboneta 
Teacher, Pacifi c Primary Preschool, 
San Francisco, CA



Everybody in your family 
has stories to share.

Your parents have told you 
some, no doubt. Your grandpar-
ents have off ered a few, too, and 
aunties and uncles have spun 
some good tales. But there’s 
so much more to know, so grab 
one of these great books and 
learn about Black History and 
Black life…

For the youngest reader, “As 
You Are: A Hope for Black 
Sons” by Kimberly A. Gordon 
Biddle, illustrated by David 

Wilkerson (Magination Press, 
$18.99) is a book for small 
Black boys and for their moth-
ers. It’s a hope inside a prayer 
that the world treats a child 
gently, and it could make a 
great baby shower gift.

If someone said you couldn’t 
do something that you were 
clearly able to do, would you 
fi ght to do it anyhow? In the new 
book, “Remember Her Name! 
Debbie Allen’s Rise to Fame” 
by Tami Charles, illusrrated 
by Meredith Lucius (Charles-
bridge, $17.99), a young girl in 
the Jim Crow South is told that 

she can’t dance because of the 
color of her skin.

She didn’t listen, though, and 
neither did her mother, who 
took her daughter to Mexico, 
where the girl soared! This is 
an inspiration for any 5-to-7-
year-old; be sure to check out 
the back-of-the-book informa-
tion, if you’re an adult fan.

Do you often hear your el-
ders say things that sound 
like lessons? They might be, 
so “Where There is Love: A 
Story of African Proverbs” by 
Shauntay Grant, illustrated 
by Leticia Moreno (Penguin 

Workshop, $18.99) is a book 
you’ll like. It’s a quick-to-read 
collection of short proverbs 
that you can say every day. 
Kids ages 4-to-6 will easily re-
member what they fi nd in this 
book; again, look in the back 
for more information.

Surely, you love your neigh-
borhood, which is why the tale 
inside “Main Street: A Com-
munity Story about Redlining” 
by Britt Hawthorne and Tiff any 
Jewell, illustrated by David 
Wilkerson (Penguin Kokila, 
$18.99) is a book for you.

Olivia’s neighborhood is 

having a block party, but she’s 
sad when no one shows up. 
That’s when she learns that “the 
government” is discriminating 
against the people and busi-
nesses near where she lives. So 
what can she and her neighbors 
do? The answer might inspire 
6-to-8-year-old kids to stand 
up to wrongs they see, and to 
help make their neighborhoods 
stronger and safer.

And fi nally, if a kid wants a 
book, where can they go to fi nd 
it? In “I’m So Happy You’re 
Here: A Celebration of Library 
Joy” by Mychal Threets, illus-

trated by Lorraine Nam (Ran-
dom House, $18.99) is a good 
introduction to the best of what 
a library has to off er. The free-
dom to walk into a library and 
borrow a book is the theme 
here, as is the sheer happiness 
of being welcomed, no matter 
who you are. This is an easy 
book for kids as young as two 
and as old as fi ve to enjoy.

On that note, if you want 
more, head to that library, or 
a nearby bookstore. They’ll be 
glad to see you. They’ve got 
stories to share.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
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WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON’S SOUL, 
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN 
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE 
VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC 
ADULTS WANT TO HEAR! 

Paid for by friends of Zack Wallace

BOOK REVIEW:
BOOKS ON BLACK HISTORY AND BOOKS ON BLACK HISTORY AND 
BLACK LIFE FOR KIDS BLACK LIFE FOR KIDS 
BY VARIOUS AUTHORS
C. 2025, 2026, VARIOUS PUBLISHERS
$17.99-$18.99  •  VARIOUS PAGE COUNTS

Paid for by friends of Zack Wallace
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Patriots and Seahawks set to 
battle in Super Bowl LX

Super Bowl LX will feature a mar-
quee matchup between the New Eng-
land Patriots and the Seattle Seahawks. 
The championship game is scheduled 
for Sunday, February 8, 2026, at Levi’s 
Stadium in Santa Clara, California — 
home of the San Francisco 49ers.

This marks the Patriots’ 12th Super 
Bowl appearance in franchise history 
and their 10th since Robert Kraft took 
ownership of the team. For Seattle, this 
will be their fi rst trip back to the Super 
Bowl since the 2014 season, adding an-
other chapter to the team’s postseason 
legacy.

Patriots Survive Snowy Battle 
Against Broncos to Claim AFC Title

New England punched its ticket to 
Super Bowl LX by edging the Denver 
Broncos 10–7 in a weather-marred AFC 
Championship Game. Heavy snowfall 
in the second half drastically limited 
scoring opportunities, with just three 
total points recorded after halftime. 
A clutch Patriots fi eld goal ultimately 
proved decisive.

The win capped a dramatic turn-
around for New England, which man-
aged only eight victories across the 
previous two seasons combined. The 
arrival of head coach Mike Vrabel, 
paired with the rapid growth of quar-
terback Drake Maye, propelled the Pa-
triots back into contention among the 
NFL’s elite.

A key moment came in the second 
quarter when Broncos head coach Sean 
Payton opted against an easy fi eld goal, 
choosing instead to attempt a fourth-
down conversion. With worsening 

weather conditions later limiting off en-
sive production, the decision loomed 
large.

“There’s always hindsight,” Payton 
said postgame. “At the time, we liked 
the situation. You’re making decisions 
based on momentum and the opponent. 
Unfortunately, it didn’t work out.”

He added that Denver failed to ful-
ly capitalize on favorable fi eld posi-
tion and acknowledged that turnovers 
played a major role in the loss.

For Patriots wide receiver Stefon 
Diggs, the victory carried extra mean-
ing. Five years after losing an AFC 
Championship Game with Buff alo, 
Diggs is fi nally headed to the Super 
Bowl.

“I’m incredibly proud of this group,” 
Diggs said. “Coming back from injury, 
trusting the process, and being sur-
rounded by the right people made ev-
erything worth it. We’re not done yet 
— there’s one more goal.”

Seahawks Outlast Rams in NFC 
Championship Thriller

Seattle earned its fourth Super Bowl 
berth by defeating the Los Angeles 
Rams 31–27 in a high-scoring NFC 
Championship showdown. Quarterback 
Sam Darnold delivered one of the best 
performances of his career, throwing 
for 346 yards and three touchdowns. 
Rams quarterback Matthew Staff ord 
answered with 374 yards and three 
scores of his own in a back-and-forth 
duel.

Despite Seattle entering the game 
with the NFL’s top-ranked defense, the 
spotlight belonged to Darnold’s com-
posure, precision, and leadership. Once 
selected third overall by the New York 
Jets in 2018 and later written off  after 
stints in Carolina and San Francisco, 
Darnold resurrected his career with a 
breakout season in Minnesota in 2024. 
Sunday’s performance silenced linger-
ing doubts about his ability to deliver in 
high-pressure moments.

Darnold leaned heavily on wide re-

ceiver Jaxon Smith-Njigba, who re-
corded 10 receptions for 153 yards and 
a touchdown. The former Ohio State 
standout consistently created separa-
tion and made critical catches through-
out the game.

Seattle faced adversity late in the third 
quarter after cornerback Riq Woolen 
was fl agged for taunting, extending a 
Rams drive that appeared destined to 
stall. On the very next play, Puka Nacua 
beat Woolen near the goal line to pull 
Los Angeles within four points.

Still, the Seahawks’ defense respond-
ed when it mattered most. A crucial 
goal-line stand with under fi ve minutes 
remaining preserved the lead, and Se-
attle’s off ense followed with a time-
consuming drive to seal the victory.

Key Details for Super Bowl LX
The NFL’s 60th Super Bowl will kick 

off  at 6:30 p.m. ET (3:30 p.m. local 
time) on February 8, 2026, from Levi’s 
Stadium in Santa Clara. NBC will 
broadcast the game, with Mike Tirico 
handling play-by-play duties along-
side analyst Cris Collinsworth. Melissa 
Stark will report from the sidelines.

A win would place Patriots head 
coach Mike Vrabel in rare company. 
Vrabel, who won three Super Bowls 
as a player with New England, could 
become the fi rst individual to capture a 
championship both on the fi eld and on 
the sideline for the same franchise.

Bad Bunny set to headline Apple 
Music Super Bowl Halftime Show

Global music icon Bad Bunny will 
headline the Super Bowl LX halftime 
show. The three-time Grammy Award 
winner, whose real name is Benito 
Antonio Martínez Ocasio, was offi  -

cially announced as the performer by 
the NFL, Apple Music, and Roc Nation 
in September.

The 31-year-old Puerto Rican super-
star released his sixth studio album in 
January 2025 and fi nished the year as 
Spotify’s most-streamed artist world-
wide for the fourth time, amassing more 
than 19.8 billion streams. While best 
known for performing in Spanish, Bad 
Bunny is no stranger to major sporting 
events, having previously appeared dur-
ing the Super Bowl 54 halftime show 
alongside Shakira and Jennifer Lopez.

Notably, President Donald J. Trump 
announced he will not be attending Su-
per Bowl LX in an interview with the 
New York Post.

“It’s just too far away. I would. I’ve 
[gotten] great hands [at] the Super 
Bowl. They like me,” Trump said.

Meanwhile, Bad Bunny has been a 
vocal critic of the Trump Administra-
tion. Trump hit back at the Puerto Rican 
performer.

“I’m anti-them,” Trump said. “I think 
it’s a terrible choice. All it does is sow 
hatred. Terrible.”

The NFL has continued to back Bad 
Bunny since the September announce-
ment.

“There’s a lot of people right now 
who don’t like Bad Bunny being in 
the Super Bowl halftime show,” said 
NFL chief marketing offi  cer Tim Ellis. 
“Well, not everyone has to like every-
thing we do. Bad Bunny is awesome.”

Itoro Umontuen serves as the Na-
tional Sports and Entertainment Editor 
with Black Press USA. He is also a vet-
eran photographer for 20 years, based 
in Atlanta for the past 15 years

By Itoro N. Umontuen
Black Press USA
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The Vince Lombardi Trophy is displayed 
during a news conference for the win-
ning head coach and MVP of Super Bowl 
LVIII at the Mandalay Bay Convention 
Center on February 12, 2024 in Las Ve-
gas, Nevada. PHOTO BY: ITORO N. UMONTUEN



2025 concluded with a meaningful and celebratory final Board Meeting in December. 
As always, we proudly recognized our S.P.E.C.I.A.L. award recipients and honored 
those whose dedication continues to move Hinds County School District forward. 
We also paused to honor Dr. Carolyn Samuel for her 12 years of devoted service 
to the Hinds County School Board, including her leadership as Vice President. Her 
integrity, steady leadership, and unwavering commitment to the students, families, and 
community of Hinds County have left a lasting impact on our district.

HINDS COUNTY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT WEEKLY UPDATE
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