
Today, February 17, 2026 I 
lost the man who fi rst called 
me into purpose when I was 
just twelve years old. And our 
nation lost one of its greatest 
moral voices. The Reverend 

Jesse Louis Jackson was not 
simply a civil rights leader; he 
was a movement unto himself. 
He carried history in his foot-
steps and hope in his voice. 
One of the greatest honors 
of my life was learning at his 
side. He reminded me that faith 
without action is just noise. He 
taught me that protest must 
have purpose, that faith must 
have feet, and that justice is not 
seasonal, it is daily work. 

In 1969, when I was still a 
teenager trying to fi nd my place 
in this struggle, Rev. Jackson 
appointed me youth director of 
the Brooklyn branch of Opera-

tion Breadbasket, the econom-
ic arm of the Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference 
founded by Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. He trusted me with 
responsibility and saw some-
thing in me before I fully saw it 
in myself. That is the measure 
of a true mentor: they do not 
just teach you; they name you. 

He later named the headquar-
ters of National Action Net-
work “The House of Justice,” 
a reminder that movements 
must be anchored in moral 
purpose. Through Operation 
PUSH and the Rainbow Coali-
tion, he expanded the political 

imagination of this nation. He 
ran for President not because 
it was easy, but because he be-
lieved America could be better 
than its history. In doing so, he 
opened doors that many of us, 
me included, who followed in 
his footsteps and ran for Presi-
dent. 

But to me, he was more than 
a public fi gure. He was Godfa-
ther to my two daughters. He 
prayed over them as infants. He 
spoke life into them as young 
girls. We stood in his home 
not as a headline, but as fam-
ily. He taught them, and me, 
that trying is as important as 

triumph. That you do not wait 
for the dream to come true; you 
work to make it real. Because 
of him, I learned that leader-

ship is not about being seen, it 
is about seeing others. Because 

It was a concert, just one in 
a series titled ‘Concerts in the 
Country,’ but it was so much 
more. When Jerry C. Smith and 
The Children of Israel perform, 
time stands still as their voices 
transport the listener from their 
day-to-day to another place en-
tirely. Each of the members is 
a soloist in their own right and 
alternately moved out front. 
Many are also members of an-
other world-renowned choir 
- the Mississippi Mass Choir. 
With Dr. Mark G. Henderson 
providing narration, and the 
divinely soulful Katie Graham 
joining the program with Elijah 
Rock, you can understand this 
was no ordinary concert. 

The concert series was or-
ganized by Dr. Edward Dacus, 
Director of Music at Chapel of 
The Cross Episcopal Church, 
674 Mannsdale Road in Madi-
son, a historic and beautiful 
church on a sprawling campus. 
Easily two hundred fi fty parish-
ioners, friends, families, and 
supporters fi lled the sanctuary 
Sunday, February 15, 2026, 
from 5-7PM. Stating the obvi-
ous, a mostly white audience, 
was enamored by the gifts of 
this African American choir. 
This was not the fi rst visit by 
Jerry Smith and The Children 
of Israel, they had performed 
for the fi rst time at Chapel of 
the Cross just two years earlier. 
An elegant reception followed 
in an adjacent building. 

Henderson wrote and provid-
ed the narration to compliment 
the program from start to fi nish. 
An artist and educator dedicat-
ed to leading young people to 
embrace their God given abili-
ties, Henderson serves as Chair 

of the Department of Speech 
Communication and Theatre at 
Thee Jackson State University. 
He is the Founder and Artis-
tic Director of MADDRAMA 
(Making A Diff erence Doing 
Respectable and Meaningful 
Art), a troupe of Jackson State 
University performers who tour 
nationally with an extensive 
repertoire of original plays and 
specialized performances that 
are highly requested. True to 
form, he was a master educator 
on this occasion – no erasure, 
no diminishing of truth, just 
pure refl ection and connection 
with the audience. 

Selections began with spiri-

tuals like Swing Low Sweet 
Chariot, Moses Hogan’s Old 
Time Religion, and Jerry 
Smith’s original composition, 
Amen! Henderson’s narration 
provided context and deeper 
understanding between each 
song. Citing the genius of Rich-
ard Smallwood, the selection of 
I Shall Wear a Crown/Anthem 
of Praise came after Henderson 
shared, there’s a Gospel song 
that, if we use, our spiritual 
imagination, we can hear the 
words of Smallwood, saying’ 
“I’m gonna put on my robe and 
tell the story of how I made it 
over.” 

The evening’s journey con-
tinued to more modern gos-
pel, with Henderson teaching 

about how the sounds of the 
1940’s, gospel quartets, jubilee 
quartets, the music of Thomas 
Dorsey and Lucie Campbell 
led to The Dixie Humming-
birds, Golden Gate Quartet 
and The Soul Stirrers, among 
others, and helped to introduce 
and popularize this new musi-
cal style eventually leading to 
Detroit and The Winans. Layer 
upon layer of connection was 
provided, all originating on this 
geographical soil in the cotton 
fi elds. The four male members 
of The Children of Israel then 
came together as a quartet for 
Everything You Touch. 

With Henderson’s narra-

Mississippi was, for much 
of the 20th century, the 
central stage of America’s 
struggle over voting rights, 
segregation, and human 
dignity. Into that long fi ght 
stepped the Rev. Jesse Louis 
Jackson Sr., a preacher, or-
ganizer, and national voice 
for racial and economic 
justice. Though born in the 
segregated South in Green-
ville, South Carolina, Jack-
son repeatedly made his way 
to Mississippi, drawn into 
the deep moral questions of 
equality that the state em-
bodied.

Jackson fi rst emerged on 
the national stage as a young 
activist in the 1960s working 
alongside Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. He brought King’s 
philosophy of nonviolent 
direct action into communi-
ties across the South, includ-
ing Mississippi, where voter 
disenfranchisement and seg-
regation were daily realities 
for Black Mississippians.

Mississippi in the 1960s 
was ground zero for eff orts 
to overturn Jim Crow. Black 
communities faced poll tax-
es, literacy tests, and intimi-
dation tactics that kept them 
from the ballot box. Move-
ments like the Freedom Vote 
directly challenged that ex-
clusion by organizing mock 
elections that drew tens of 
thousands of Black Missis-
sippians into political ac-
tion, campaigns that laid the 
foundation for the Missis-
sippi Freedom Democratic 
Party and increased civic 
engagement statewide.

It was in that climate, 
where thousands marched 
to claim what the U.S. Con-

stitution promised, that 
Jackson lent his voice and 
moral authority. He encour-
aged voter registration and 
nonviolent participation in 
political life. His presence 
in Jackson and other Missis-
sippi towns gave moral sup-
port to a generation of activ-
ists determined to break the 
grip of segregation.

One of the clearest docu-
mented examples of Jack-
son’s work in Mississippi 
happened in the early 1980s 
in Indianola. There, Jack-
son led a march through the 
predominantly Black com-
munity to engage citizens 
in municipal elections after 
long years of disenfran-
chisement, calling the eff ort 
a “litmus test” for voting 
rights in Mississippi and the 
nation. “What happens in 
Indianola is as important as 
what happened in Selma,” 
he said, linking the state’s 
struggles to the broader 
Southern civil rights move-
ment.

Mississippi leaders and 
residents who met Jackson 
recalled not just his fi ery 
rhetoric but his willingness 

www.themississippilink.com
VOL. 32, NO. 18 50¢FEBRUARY 19 - 25, 2026

Black History
Continued on page 3

Jackson
Continued on page 3

Sharpton
Continued on page 3

Jesse Jackson 
and Mississippi’s 
long struggle for 

justice

Truth through song as Jerry 
Smith and The Children of 

Israel revisit Madison
Black History takes center stage at historic Chapel of the Cross Church

Nine members of The Children of Israel with Founder and Director Jerry Smith at piano and Event Narrator 
Mark G. Henderson at podium. 

Male Quartet breakout. Soloist Katie Graham.

 By Christopher Young 
Contributing Writer

By Othor Cain
Contributing Writer
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I’ll Make Me A 
World

New Hope Baptist 
Church – “Fifteen 
Years – Celebrating 
Black History
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Rev. Al Sharpton on the passing of his mentor, Rev. Jessee Louis Jackson 

“If my mind can conceive it, 
and my heart can believe it — 

then I can achieve it.”
- Jesse L. Jackson, Sr.

A towering voice for justice, equality, and 
economic empowerment, Rev. Jesse Jackson 

dedicated his life to expanding opportunity and 
keeping hope alive for generations to come.

In loving memory of 
Jesse L. Jackson, Sr.
October 8, 1941 – February 17, 2026

Jackson

Jackson and Sharpton
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Women for Progress of MS, 
Inc., in partnership with the Two 
Mississippi Museums, will host 
the city’s annual Kwanzaa Cel-
ebration at the Two Museums,  
Friday, December 26, 2025, at 
5:30 p.m. 

The event is free and open to 
the public and will bring togeth-
er local communities to honor 
African American heritage and 
the principles.  

Jackson Mayor John Horhn 
will serve as the 2025 Kwan-

zaa Griot. Griots are guides for 
Kwanzaa, and their roles are root-
ed in respect for them as commu-
nity storytellers, historians, and 
cultural keepers who preserve 
and share heritage through spo-
ken word and music. 

“For more than four decades, 
Kwanzaa has been a cornerstone 
of our work,” said Willie Jones, 
President of Women for Progress 
of MS, Inc. “Partnering with the 
Two Mississippi Museums al-
lows us to celebrate culture in a 
space that honors our past and 

strengthens our future through 
community connection.” 

The program will also hon-
or Dr. Mark G. Henderson, 
founder of MADDRAMA, 
a nationally recognized cre-
ative troupe founded at Jackson 
State University and is known 
for its powerful use of artistic 
expression to educate, inspire, 
and engage audiences across the 
country. 

The evening will feature live 
cultural performances, food, and 
interactive activities for all ages.  

As the end-of-the-year holi-
days approach, Jackson-Med-
gar Wiley Evers International 
Airport (JAN) is preparing for 
what is expected to be a very 
busy two-week travel period. 
Peak travel is set to begin Fri-
day, December 19th, and con-
tinue through Sunday, January 
4th.  

“At JMAA, our great part-
ners at TSA and FAA, along 
with experienced JMAA staff, 
strive to make travelers com-
fortable knowing that their safe 
and effi cient travel is of para-
mount importance at JAN,” 
said Rosa Beckett, CEO at the 
Jackson Municipal Airport Au-
thority. “We endeavor each day 
to deliver exceptional travel 
experiences for all guests and 
will continue to ensure your 
journey through JAN is as 
seamless as possible. We wish 
all our Mississippi travelers 
and visitors a great holiday sea-
son and 2026.” 

To ensure a smooth travel 
experience during this busy 
holiday period, the Jackson 
Municipal Airport Authority 
(JMAA) encourages all pas-
sengers to arrive at least two 
(2) hours before their fl ight 
departures. This allows ample 
time for parking and security 

procedures and permits travel-
ers to grab a bite to eat, enjoy 
a beverage, or pick up any last-
minute travel essentials on both 
the East and West concourses. 
JAN boasts several nationally 
recognized concession loca-
tions, including Dunkin’ and 
Sam Adams.  

JAN’s world-class airlines, 
including American, Delta, 
Southwest, and United, still 
have some seats remaining for 
any last-minute travelers. So, 
don’t hesitate to contact them 
or your favorite travel planning 
professionals for trip options. 
To get the latest travel informa-
tion and updates, passengers 
can follow Jackson-Medgar 
Wiley Evers International Air-
port on social media channels 
@JacksonAirports or visit 
www.iFlyJackson.com. For 
inquiries regarding permitted 
holiday items and Transporta-
tion Security Administration 
checkpoint rules, please visit 
www.TSA.gov. 

Jackson-Medgar Wiley 
Evers International Airport of-
fers a wide range of convenient 
parking options to meet pas-
sengers’ needs, including: 

 • Garage parking: $19 per 
day (at the terminal) 

 • Surface lot: $17 per day (a 
short few minutes’ walk into 
the terminal) 

• Long-term lot: $13 per day 
(with free shuttle service) 

 • Complimentary 10-minute 
parking in any lot; hourly fees 
begin at 11 minutes  

For added convenience, JAN 
continues to provide free Cell 
Phone parking as visitors await 
arriving passengers. This loca-
tion is accessible by turning 
left on Cross Street, just before 
International Drive splits at the 
surface lot. The Parking De-
partment at JAN can be reached 
directly for real-time holiday 
availability and additional in-
formation at 601.360.8690. 

 Happy Holidays to all and 
thanks for fl ying JAN!  
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Kwanzaa celebration invites 
communities to an evening 

of culture and connection in 
the Capital City 

JMAA expects a busy end-of-
the-year holiday travel period 

for Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers 
International Airport (JAN)
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Last Thursday, February 12, 
2026, was when New Hope Bap-
tist Church (1555 Beasley Road, 
Jackson, MS 39206), pastored 
by Dr. Jerry Young, escalated to 
its 15th Annual Back in the Day 
program, the fi rst of two series. 
Embodied were memories of the 
saga of Black Americans across 
generations that must never be 
forgotten. The 6:00 p.m. gather-
ing was a moment of refl ection, 
solemnity, sublimity, and tri-
umph. From program guides to 
freedom songs to entrances to 
posting of colors to award-win-
ning recording artists to writers 
to speakers to narrators to salut-
ing Mississippi Legends to re-
marks and prayers, not a moment 
was wasted. Rather, the essenti-
alities of a people who refused to 

be otherized, who pressed upon 
the American soil their labor, 
their dignity, their worthiness, 
and their steadfastness to strive 
- despite hardship, punishment, 
rejection, and discrimination 
– were echoed into a beautiful 
symphony of life.

Prior to the event itself, a press 
conference was held at New 
Hope 

Program Guides – Johnnie 
and Preselfannie W. McDan-
iels – put the audience at ease as 
participants were brought forth. 
John McDaniels invoked God’s 
help for a stronger human race, 
Joann Mickens highlighted the 
purpose of the evening with her 
warm-hearted occasion, and 
New Hope Christian School 5th 
graders demonstrated knowledge 
and understanding of Black facts. 
Sandra McCall showed a video 

that detailed the 15th-year period 
of “Back in the Day” events and 
honorees.

The role of Black ministry was 
held in high regard because of 
leaders who carried the Gospel 
with courage, faith, and convic-
tion regarding the paths they 
trod. Then came recognition of 
Mississippi Legends - Dr. Greta 
Peyton Terry (Retired Educa-
tor); Richard A. Polk (Retired 
Regional EEOC Director); and 
Rev. Dr. Amos C. Brown (Civil 
Rights Legendary Activist). The 
honorees’ persistence bright-
ened the lives of many of all 
ages, from all walks of life. The 
Church revealed that these Mis-
sissippi Legends were worthy of 
their awards.

Dr. Mark Henderson (Interim 
Chair, Department of Speech 
Communication and Theater, 

and Founder, MADDRAMA, 
Jackson State University) was 
guest narrator of “The Songs 
That Brought Us Over” (written 
in 1968 by Dr. Flonzie Brown 
Wright and dedicated to broth-
ers and sisters in the Struggle). 
Musical Guests: Award-Winning 
Recording Artists: The Watson 
Singers, Ms. Chandra Wise, 
Minister of Music, New Jerusa-
lem Church (Jackson, MS), Mr. 
Travanti Hills, MME, Director 
of Choral Programs, Hinds Com-
munity College (Raymond, MS), 
and New Hope Male Chorus 
sprinkled with fervor freedom 
songs throughout the event.

Black History Committee 
Members included: Rev. Wendell 
H. Paris; Timothy Lloyd, Brenda 
Patterson; George Brooks; Avis 
Lloyd, Ava Lloyd; Retired Ma-
jor Nicholas Kreel; Charlene 

Evers -Kreel; Dr. Flonzie Brown 
Wright; Sandra McCall; Ethel 
Brooks; Maggie Cotton; and 
Joann Mickens. In Memoriam: 
Obadiah Myles; Elizabeth Myles, 
and Ineva May Pittman.

Project Director Dr. Wright 
and Rev. Dr. Young expressed 
satisfaction with the crowd’s 
turnout. Both acknowledged the 
hard work that was exemplifi ed 
by guests and participants. They 
voiced in essence that strength 
prevails via unifi cation, commit-
ment, and encouragement – high 
marks for racial freedom.

Several persons spoke to The 
Mississippi Link about the night’s 
event. “I thought it was fabulous. 
We hit on every tune by doing 
some things we don’t normally 
do. I’m just elated,” proclaimed 
George Brooks, member.

First Lady Jane E. Brown of 

Third Baptist Church in San 
Francisco - wife of honoree Rev. 
Dr. Amos C. Brown – declared, 
“This program was one of the 
most inspirational services that I 
have witnessed in a long time. I 
felt every minute of it. It brought 
me back to the Civil Rights days 
of which I was a part. I truly 
enjoyed the inter-generational 
participation from the young 
people.” 

The second phase of “Back in 
the Day” is slated for Thursday, 
February 26, 2026, at New Hope 
(Beasley Rd) at 6:00 p.m. It will 
address the theme, “Fifteen Years 
– Celebrating Black History: One 
Servant Leader at a Time!” Will 
it be another stellar? The Church 
welcomes all to come out and be 
witnesses. 

See additional photos on page 
12.

New Hope Baptist Church – “Fifteen Years – Celebrating 
Black History: One Mississippi Legend at a time!”

Dr. Greta  Terry (center) receives award 
from Dr. Young (lt.) and  Flonzie Brown 
Wright (rt)

 Mr.  Richard Polk (center)  receives 
award from  Dr. Young (lt.) and  
Flonzie Brown Wright (rt) 

Dr. Mark Henderson served as guest narrator 
of “The Songs that Brought Us Over” 

(L-R) First Lady Helen Young, Dr,. Jerry Young Award Recipient, Dr. Amos Brown, Jane 
Brown (wife of  Dr. Brown) and Flonzie Brown Wright.  PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer 



to walk and work with local movement builders. U.S. Represen-
tative Bennie Thompson reflected on Jackson’s long engagement, 
“One of the things I fondly remember is he came to Jackson State 
and marched with the student body from Jackson State down to 
the Hinds County Courthouse to register and vote,” Thompson 
said. “Part of his nonviolent philosophy was to be engaged, and 
stay on point and never give up.”

This sentiment was echoed by others in Mississippi who saw in 
Jackson not a distant celebrity activist, but a partner in struggle, 
someone who urged broader participation in democracy, insist-
ed on equality before the law, and gave voice to Mississippians’ 
hopes for justice.

Jackson’s career extended far beyond Mississippi. He helped 
found Operation Breadbasket and later the Rainbow/PUSH Co-
alition, organizations that pressured corporations and institutions 
nationwide to open opportunities to Black Americans, insisting 
that social justice include economic opportunity.

It was this economic justice work that would bring Jackson back 
to Mississippi’s capital city again, where he formed and entered 
into an unlikely Mississippi partnership, with Bernie Ebbers, the 
founder and CEO of WorldCom.

In the 1990s, WorldCom was one of Mississippi’s largest em-
ployers, headquartered in Clinton. Jackson engaged Ebbers and 

the telecommunications giant over minority hiring, supplier di-
versity, and access to capital. The relationship reflected Jackson’s 
strategy: confront where necessary, negotiate where possible.

He often argued that civil rights without economic access was 
incomplete.

Some Mississippi leaders praised the dialogue. Business and 
civic voices in the state noted that Jackson’s presence pushed cor-
porations to broaden opportunity in a state still climbing out of a 
segregationist past.

But history complicated that chapter. WorldCom collapsed in 
2002 in one of the largest accounting fraud scandals in U.S. his-
tory. Ebbers was later convicted and imprisoned. The collapse 
devastated Mississippi employees and pensioners.

Jackson’s engagement with WorldCom showed both the prom-
ise and risk of his economic approach, working inside corporate 
America to secure opportunity, even when those institutions 
proved flawed. For Jackson, the goal remained consistent, lever-
age power to benefit the marginalized.

Jesse Jackson’s death closes a living chapter of the civil rights 
generation. He was among the last national figures who could 
say they had stood beside King, organized in the Delta, marched 
with Mississippi students, negotiated with corporate CEOs, and 
run for president on a multiracial “Rainbow Coalition” platform.

For Mississippi, his passing carries particular resonance. 
Where Black voter registration once hovered in the single dig-
its. Today, Mississippi has thousands of Black elected officials, 
including members of Congress, mayors, judges, and legislators. 
That transformation did not happen by accident. It happened be-
cause people marched, organized, negotiated, and refused to sur-
render hope.

“Keep hope alive,” he would say.
In Mississippi, those words were never abstract. They were 

spoken in church basements, courthouse steps, cotton fields, and 
city streets. They meant risking jobs, braving threats, and believ-
ing democracy could expand.

His death does not end that work. Instead, it transfers respon-
sibility.

Mississippi remains a state wrestling with poverty, healthcare 
gaps, voting debates, and economic inequality. Jackson’s legacy 
here is not just a memory, it is a mandate.

He helped define Mississippi not merely as a symbol of oppres-
sion, but as a proving ground for redemption.

And that, perhaps, is what his life ultimately meant: that even 
in the hardest soil of the Deep South, hope could take root, and 
demand justice.

of him, I learned that our lives mean the most when they are spent 
widening the circle of who belongs. 

Reverend Jackson stood wherever dignity was under attack, 
from apartheid abroad to injustice at home. His voice echoed in 
boardrooms and in jail cells. His presence shifted rooms. His 
faith never wavered. 

Today, I grieve not only a leader, but the steady voice that guid-
ed me when the road was uncertain. I am heartbroken. But I am 
eternally grateful that God allowed me to walk beside a man who 
helped bend the arc of history and shaped the arc of my own life. 

Today we mourn. But we do not retreat. We pray for the Jack-
son family to carry the torch. The greatest way to honor Rever-

end Jesse Jackson is not in memory alone, but in movement. He 
taught us to keep marching. He taught us to keep organizing. He 
taught us that justice is never given, it is demanded. 

Rest now, Reverend Jackson. I love you. 
Rev. Al Sharpton 

www.themississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 3FEBRUARY 19 - 25, 2026

tion leading the audience to the 20th century, he spoke about the 
force that was Mahalia Jackson before sharing, “Now witness the 
power of our modern-day Mahalia, in the soul-stirring, thunder-
ous, and anointed voice of Ms. Katie Graham.” The treasure came 
forward with Elijah Rock – one of Jackson’s most prized songs. 
Her performance was mesmerizing and made even more so when 
she paused to insert her own testimony of the Lord’s presence in 
her life when she encountered a faulty starter on her car recently, 
and how He sent his angels to help her overcome under the unique 
circumstances and reminded the audience “Jesus is your Starter.” 

The Children of Israel members coming forward for solos 
on this particular night were Alisa Patrick McDonald, Rhonda 
Chambers Davis, LaToya Knight Hubbard, and Harvey Williams, 
Jr. Stephen Johnson, James Fuller, Dennis McDonald, Sandra 
Thomas, Pricilla Edwards, and Jane Graham Crowner. The finale 
was highlighted by choir members raising small hand-held Amer-
ican flags during a stirring rendition of America the Beautiful. 
Somehow in this space, and against the backdrop of chaos in our 

country, some of the lyrics landed with unwavering reinforcement 
and call to action – “America! America! God shed His grace on 
thee. And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining 
sea!” 

Henderson and the maestro Jerry Smith have known each other 
for fifty years, yet it was not lost on this special evening, when 
Henderson drew attention to the death of the great Moses Hogan 
(February 11, 2003) and the birth of Jerry Smith (February 12, 
1959), stating, “God knew that this nation, this world would need 
another musical giant to 

move this generation and generations yet unborn. So, in His 
infinite wisdom…He stepped back in time to February 12, 1959, 
and blessed the world with this generation’s Moses Hogan, Mr. 
Jerry Smith.” 

In addition to Jerry Smith on piano, father and son duo Barry 
and Braxton Bolden, held down organ and percussion, respec-
tively. 

Black History
Continued from page 1

Jackson
Continued from page 1

Sharpton
Continued from page 1

The Children of Israel with flags for finale. PHOTOS: CHRISTOPHER YOUNG.
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My mission: cut outages 50% by 2030
Entergy’s Superpower Mississippi plan will invest 50% more in strengthening the grid to help reduce outages by 50%. You’ll see our teams
installing stronger poles and clearing more vegetation to reduce outage risks. And, we’re using smarter technology that reroutes and restores
power faster if there is an outage.

Entergy is making these investments to meet your growing energy needs while keeping rates below the national average. 
And since Mississippi is our home, too, every Entergy employee is on a mission to fight outages and keep costs low. 
Learn how new, large customers like Amazon are lowering costs for you at entergymississippi.com/superpowerms.

More and better power at a lower cost – that’s Superpower Mississippi.

Superpower Mississippi is strengthening the grid at a lower cost to you

A message from Entergy Mississippi, LLC. | ©2026 Entergy Services, LLC. All rights reserved.

More and better power at a lower cost

By now, there is hardly a per-
son who have not heard of the 
“One Big Beautiful Bill Act.”  

This legislation was signed 
into law by President Donald J. 
Trump July 4, 2025 while cur-
rently in his second term. 

Although the bill covers areas concerning 
education, energy, healthcare, infrastructure, 
security, social programs, and a lot more, many 
Americans, who are taxpayers, fi nd themselves 
more concerned about how the new tax laws in 
the bill will aff ect them. 

As an owner of a fi nancial services company 
which off ers tax preparation services, and a host 
of a radio show, I have received countless ques-
tions from individuals wanting to know how the 
One Big Beautiful Bill Act will impact their tax 
return. 

Although there are many new tax laws in 
this bill I consider advantageous for middle and 
working class Americans, there is one that I 
consider highly benefi cial. This new tax law is 
called, No Tax On Overtime Deduction. 

With over 60 percent of Americans employed 
in occupations that are eligible for overtime 
pay, and approximately 20 million Americans 
regularly working overtime hours, this particu-
lar tax law is very attractive. 

The No Tax On Overtime Deduction took ef-
fect January 1, 2025 and will remain eff ective 
through December 31, 2028. In a nutshell, this 
deduction is available to taxpayers for Tax Sea-
sons 2025 through 2028. 

The Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA), regu-
lated by the U.S. Department of Labor, states 
that all nonexempt workers, Form W-2 employ-
ees must be paid overtime pay for any hours 
worked over 40 in a work week. The rate of pay 
per hour for overtime must not be less than time 
and a half of an employee’s regular rate of pay.  

For example: An employee earning $15 per 
hour would get paid $22.50 per hour for any 
hours worked beyond 40 in any given work 
week.  

All nonexempt workers, Form W-2 employ-
ees qualify for the No Tax On Overtime Deduc-
tion.  

Salary employees, independent contractors, 
gig workers, and self-employed individuals do 
not qualify for this deduction. 

When claiming the No Tax On Overtime 
Deduction, a taxpayer can only deduct the half 
portion of the overtime paid, not the full time 
and a half amount paid to them. 

For example: Using the earlier scenario, a 
taxpayer could only deduct $7.50 for each hour 
of overtime paid. 

For the No Tax On Overtime Deduction, 
the maximum amount that can be claimed is 
$12,500 for individual taxpayers, and $25,000 
for married fi ling jointly taxpayers. This par-
ticular deduction phases out for individual tax-
payers with a modifi ed adjusted gross income 
(MAGI) over $150,000, and $300,000 for mar-
ried fi ling jointly taxpayers.  

Taxpayers fi ling the married fi ling separately 
fi ling status do not qualify for this deduction.    

This deduction is also available for both item-
izing and non-itemizing taxpayers. 

To fi nd the amount to claim on your tax re-
turn for this deduction, look in box 14 of your 
Form W-2. Keep in mind, your employer has 
already done the calculation for the “half” por-
tion of your overtime pay for the year, so claim 
the full amount in box 14 on your tax return for 
the deduction. 

In the event you worked overtime and the 
amount is not listed in box 14 of your Form 
W-2, simply look at your last paycheck stub for 
the tax year you are fi ling for, fi nd the year-to-
date amount for your overtime pay earned, and 
divide that amount by three to get the “half” 
portion of your overtime pay to deduct. 

For example: Your last paycheck stub states 
that you earned $15,000 for the year in overtime 
pay. In this case, your deduction will be $5,000. 

The No Tax On Overtime Deduction is not 
one that your tax preparer, or yourself, if you 
are preparing your own tax return, want to ig-
nore claiming.  

It is estimated that, Americans claiming this 
deduction will receive up to $1,400 more as a 
refund. 

Remember, this particular deduction is not 
only available for Tax Season 2025, but also for 
Tax Seasons 2026, 2027, and 2028. 

Tim C. Lee is the CEO & Founder of TCL 
Financial & Tax Services, and the host of “The 
TCL Show” that airs every Monday from 6:00 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. CST on WMPR 90.1 FM in 
Jackson, MS. This is the show that is about 
“You, Life, and Money.” You can e-mail Tim at 
timclee@TCLFinancialTaxServices.com 

The truth about the No 
Tax On Overtime Deduction
By Tim C. Lee
CEO & Founder of TCL Financial & Tax Services 



On February 22, 2026, at 
the Marriott Hotel in Overland 
Park, Kansas, family, friends, 
and current players from Tou-
galoo College baseball team 
witnessed the induction of Earl 
‘Big E’ Sanders Jr., former 
Jackson State University base-
ball standout into the College 
BaseballHall of Fame.

Sanders’ induction class in-
cluded Herbie Brooks – Mesa 
College/ Arizona State Uni-
versity; Mark McGuire- Uni-
versity of Southern California 
and David Price- Vanderbilt 
University. 

Sanders became only the 
second JSU Tiger to enter the 
Hall. His college head coach 
Robert “Bob” Brady preceeded 

him being inducted into the 
Hall in 2016. Brady was in at-
tendance and gave a congratu-
latory message via livestream. 
He noted that Sanders was 
Shohei Ohtani before he ex-
isted. Sanders had 4 tables of 
supporters; this level of sup-
port was parallel to the number 
of tables of support of Harvard 
University …that’s right our 
support level at this event – ri-
valed Harvard University.  

During Sanders’ acceptance 
speech, he noted the work ethic 
and expectation of Coach Rob-
ert Brady, and he paid homep-
age to the players before him 
that built the bridge. 

He was one of the most 
dominant players in Jackson 
State University’s history and 
a standout in the Historically 

Black College and University 
arena. He played three seasons 
for JSU (1984-1986) and ex-
celled as a two-way player both 
as a hitter and pitcher . In his 
fi nal season, he posted a .432 
batting average with 17 home 
runs and 60 RBIs leading the 
Tigers to the Southwestern 
Athletic Conference (SWAC) 
championship and an NCAA 
Regional appearance  

He earned both SWAC Hitter 
of the Year and Pitcher of the 
Year honors- a rare and remark-
able achievement; Sanders was 
selected in the fi rst round of the 
1986 Major League Baseball 
Draft by the Toronto Blue Jays. 
After playing professionally 
(career cut short by injury), he 
transitioned into coaching and 
has made signifi cant contribu-

tions to the baseball program 
at Tougaloo College, includ-
ing helping to re-establish the 
Bulldogs’ program.  The base-
ball fi eld at Tougaloo College 
was dedicated to Sanders in 

2023. 
To date Sanders is member 

of the Moss Point Athletic Hall 
of Fame and it is the intent 
of this writer to recommend 
him again for the Mississippi 

Sports Hall of Fame and The 
SWAC Hall of Fame.  

Kanas City owes us nothing 
– it was phenomenal experi-
ence.  
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Going … Going …Gone
After 40 years Earl ‘Big E’ Sanders Jr. has hit another homerun

Friends of Coach Sanders
Hall of Fame members Coach Robert Bob Brady and 
Coach Earl Sanders

(L-R) Tim Rush, Isaiah Rush, Jerome Gladney, Coach Sanders, Daryl Neely, and Curtis Augustine

Dr. Tim Rush, Jr., Coach Brady,Coach Sanders and his grandson Chris

 By Dr. Timothy Rush, Sr.
Guest Writer

Historic storm
Heroic commitment
We thank our line workers as well as the crews who traveled across the country to support the historic recovery effort following 

the recent winter storm. They tirelessly braved extreme conditions to restore power and repair more than 620 miles of 

transmission and distribution wires. 

We’re also grateful to our customers for your patience, understanding and cooperation as crews worked as 

safely and quickly as possible. Mississippi is our home, too. And together, We Power Life. 

entergy.com/MSstormcenter

A message from Entergy Mississippi, LLC. | ©2026 Entergy Services, LLC. All rights reserved.



On behalf of the National Newspa-
per Publishers Association (NNPA) 
representing the Black Press of 
America, we extend our sincerest 
condolences to the Jackson family. 
Leadership matters. Jesse Jackson’s 
leadership in the Civil Rights Move-
ment in America and the human rights 
movement throughout the world was 
outstanding. Jackson uttered a strong 
penetrating voice for the voiceless. His 
courage on the battlefi eld for freedom, 
justice and equality was unparallel. 

There is an old African proverb that 
says when a leader of the village tran-
sitions, the spirit of the leader remains 
at the center of the future of the vil-
lage. Certainly, today in 2026 our na-
tion and world are still challenged by 
racism, antisemitism, hatred, and in-
humanity. The spirit of Jesse Jackson 
lives on at the center of the ever evolv-
ing and unfolding “freedom move-
ment’ throughout the world. 

Golden Frinks, the North Carolina 
State Field Secretary for the South-
ern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) under the leadership of The 
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther, Jr., re-
cruited me when I was 14 years old 
in 1962 to be the NC Statewide Youth 
Coordinator for SCLC. I grew up in 
the Civil Rights Movement. Jesse 
Jackson was a mentor and a colleague 
who I admired. I have hundreds of 
vivid memories of when we worked 
and struggled together for the libera-
tion of all humanity. 

I mourn the passing of Jesse Jack-
son, Sr. by rededicating my life and 
ministry to keep fi ghting for freedom 
and equal justice. 

I witnessed fi rsthand the integrity, 
the movement-building genius, and 
the audacity of Martin Luther King, 
Jr and all those who worked with 
him including The Reverend Andrew 
Young, The Reverend David Aberna-
thy; The Reverend Hosea Williams, 
The Reverend Fred Shuttleworth, The 
Reverend Wyatt T. Walker, The Rev-
erend Joseph Lowery, and The Rev-
erend Jesse Jackson along with many 
others. 

From the March on Washington in 
1963, to the Selma Montgomery Vot-
ing Rights March in 1965, to the Poor 
Peoples Campaign in 1968, the Civil 
Rights Movement was successful in 
getting into law the 1964 Civil Rights 
Act, the 1965 Voting Rights Act, and 
the 1968 Fair Housing Act. 

After the tragic and brutal assas-
sination of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
April 4, 1968, in Memphis, TN, the 
Civil Rights Movement was stunned 
and fractured. Thanks, however, to the 
steadfast courage and determination 
of Mrs. Coretta Scott King and others 
in SCLC, the Civil Rights Movement 
moved into the 1970s with renewed 
vigor to keep Dr. King’s dream alive 
and vibrant. 

In 1972, Jesse Jackson was one of 
the keynote speakers to the National 
Black Political Convention in Gary, 
IN. I remember conferring with Rev. 
Jackson while in Gary about the esca-
lating violence against public school 
desegregation in North Carolina and 
across the South. In the 1980s, Jack-
son’s two presidential campaigns ig-
nited unpresented Black voter turnout 
and helped to transform the Demo-
cratic Party to be more progressive. 
The Reverend Wyatt T. Walker and I 
were the clergy coordinators for Jesse 
Jackson’s campaigns for president and 
“Run Jesse Run” became the anthem 
of the progressive political struggle 
across the nation. 

Reverend Jesse Jackson was a 
great orator. But he also was a seri-
ous and eff ective writer of civil rights 
commentaries for the Black Press of 
America for decades. It is our respon-
sibility to ensure that the legacy of 
Reverend Jackson will continue to be 
cherished and used as a stimulant for 
“Keeping Hope Alive.” Jackson was a 
“freedom fi ghter.” 

Each generation has to take the ba-
ton of history and continue to win vic-
tories for freedom even in the face of 
those in power who attempt to erase 
our history and to stifl e the freedom 
movement. 

God bless the legacy of Jesse L 
Jackson, Sr. Long live the spirit of the 
freedom struggle. Eternal salute to 
The Reverend Jesse L. Jackson, Sr. 

I N  M E M O R I A M 

Eternal 
Salute to The 

Reverend 
Dr. Jesse L. 
Jackson, Sr. 

By Rev. Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr., 
President and CEO
National Newspaper Publishers Association

The release of more than 3.5 million 
documents related to convicted sex 
off ender Jeff rey Epstein has created a 
media frenzy with reporters combing 
through the fi les to fi nd high-profi le 
names. The survivors who were ex-
ploited by Epstein and his cohorts 
have largely been relegated to the 
sidelines. Survivors’ rights were not 
recognized as the Justice Department 
failed to redact many of their names 
in the tranche of released documents. 
Indeed, at a Senate committee hearing 
February 11, 2026, U.S. Attorney Pam 
Bondi failed to apologize to the vic-
tims sitting in the room with her. The 
Epstein case has failed to shed light 
on the larger issue of sex traffi  cking. 
The organization, Hope for Justice, 
notes that more than 1 million people 
are traffi  cked each year. The majority 
are young women and girls but fewer 
than 1 percent of sex traffi  cking cases 
are ever prosecuted.  

This week, American Community 
Media’s national briefi ng focused on 
the Epstein tragedy and the larger is-
sue of sex traffi  cking, bringing togeth-
er over seventy-fi ve media outlets and 
four panelists; including one who was 
traffi  cked beginning at age seventeen. 
Journalist, author, and co-producer of 
ACOM’s National Briefi ng Series, Pi-
lar Marrero, served as moderator. 

Dr. Michele Goodwin is a Profes-
sor of Constitutional Law and Global 
Health Policy at Georgetown Univer-
sity and shared fi rst. “The fi rst thing 
that I would like to express is that for 
all the Epstein survivors and all of 
those beyond Epstein - there is a con-
nection between power, violence, and 
the silencing of people who have been 
sexually assaulted. This has been a 
long-standing issue, and in part, that 
may be why there has been such a 
long road towards justice, because 
there have been unjust systems in 
place. Even before now for historical 
context, in the United States marital 
rape was legal, even when this nation 
began with the land of the free, home 
of the brave, with concepts of liberty, 
privacy, and freedom. Married wom-
en were not aff orded that.” 

Goodwin continued, “What we’ve 
had is a judge saying that these are 
fi les that should be made open and 
available to the public. What’s been 
made open and available is only a 
fraction of the Epstein fi les. Horrifi -
cally, what’s been revealed in these 
fi les are the names of individuals 
who have been raped and sexually as-
saulted. Even their images have been 
revealed. This is absolutely shock-
ing and inconsistent with what would 
be the rule of law, and inconsistent 
with what we would expect in terms 
of dignity and integrity with regard 
to our laws. Now, around the world, 
there have been punishments, some 
people resigning from seats that they 
hold, and some of that we’ve seen in 
the United States, but it’s been very, 
very slow. There’s been a failure to 
take into account the U.S. President 
and his mention so many times in the 
Epstein fi les, and with allegations that 
he, too, had sexually assaulted some-
one who was a young girl. We have 
an American government, an Execu-
tive and Congress failing to take the 
action that is necessary in order for 
justice to be fully pursued.” 

Dr Goodwin was asked by The 
Mississippi Link newspaper if she 
was aware of any other convicted sex 
traffi  ckers who have been visited by 
high-ranking DOJ offi  cials, and then 
immediately had their confi nement 
shifted to minimum security. She 

responded that this is the fi rst time 
known to her. 

Carmen McDonald, Executive Di-
rector of Survivor Justice Center, a 
legal services organization that pro-
vides free legal services to low-in-
come survivors of domestic violence 
and sexual assault and human traf-
fi cking in Los Angeles County. “One 
important issue to add is that victims 
describing the situation to law en-
forcement can be incredibly diffi  cult 
because of the nuances between how 
a perpetrator and a survivor are con-
nected may not even be fully under-
stood by law enforcement, so the re-
lationship could be mischaracterized. 
If offi  cers are in a hurry, or they don’t 

understand how the survivor is con-
nected to the suspect, they may not 
ask the right questions, and the crime 
could be mischaracterized as some-
thing maybe just a simple battery, 
or just a singular instance of a rape. 
Immigrant survivors have even more 
intense barriers, and if English is not 
your fi rst language, you may struggle 
more. Then having someone’s immi-
gration status used against them is an-
other concern. There are lawful rem-
edies for survivors of traffi  cking, but 
now our clients are calling us and tell-
ing us they’re afraid to report crimes, 
afraid to deal with law enforcement, 
afraid to be on the street at all.” 

Jacquelyn Aluotto, Co-Founder and 
President of No Traffi  cking Zone, was 
the next panelist. She shared, “Human 
traffi  cking is a $245 billion industry. 
That alone should tell how many peo-
ple are profi ting and participating in 
this illicit business. We fi rst founded 
No Traffi  cking Zone because that 
number was so overwhelming. There 
are diff erent markets. What Epstein 
did was international through the 
modeling industry, with modeling vi-
sas, but then also domestic minor sex 
traffi  cking, where he went to the poor-
est communities and would get girls to 
recruit each other and do peer-on-peer 
exploitation in schools in Florida. In 
Texas, on any given day, over 79,000 
youth are traffi  cked. One study re-
veals that 55 percent of survivor lead-
ers said that they were fi rst groomed, 
lured, recruited, and traffi  cked and 
exploited with an intersection to their 
schools – former students.” 

The fi nal panelist was Courtney 
Litvak, a sex traffi  cking survivor 
who was traffi  cked across the coun-
try and held captive for three years. 
She has served as a member of the 
US Advisory Council to Combat Hu-
man Traffi  cking and has also served 
as a consultant for the Department of 
Homeland Security Blue Campaign 
under both President Trump and Pres-
ident Biden.  

“This happened to me when I was 
a junior in high school. It was a te-
dious time, looking to pursue college, 
PSAT’s, getting prepared for your 
future. But I was in survival mode…
my parents grew so concerned for me 
once I was taken, and I was drugged 
and assaulted during a school event, 
which was a homecoming dance, by 
a very abusive older gentleman who 
was in the military, but I was sur-
rounded by my swim mates and I was 
supposed to be at a sleepover that 
night. It led to a federal investiga-
tion…days later, after I was involun-
tarily taken out of my school and sent 
to a wilderness program that was also 
very harmful, a part of the troubled 
teen industry. I was then brought back 
for my senior year (Katy Texas In-
dependent School District), and my 
traffi  ckers took me days after turning 
18, they physically took me from my 
home, and then I was traffi  cked across 
the state, and including other states 
such as California…” 

“I’m so thankful to the No Traffi  ck-
ing Zone for not just walking with 
myself, but also walking with other 
victims and survivors, trying to at-
tempt justice because only 1 percent 
of victims are able to exit the life of 
human traffi  cking, and less than a 
tenth of a percentage who are able to 
exit ever see a possibility of getting a 
successful prosecution and conviction 
for human traffi  cking.” 

View this entire briefi ng at https://
americancommunitymedia.org/me-
dia-briefings/the-epstein-files-wom-
en-spoke-out-then-and-now-but-who-
listened.  

NATIONAL
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THE EPSTEIN FILES: 
Women spoke out, then and 

now. But who listened? 
In partnership with American Community Media – National Briefi ng Series 

JacksonCarmen McDonald. PHOTO: WWW.SURVIVOR-
JUSTICECENTER.ORG.  

Courtney Litvak. PHOTO: US DEPARTMENT 
OF STATE.  

Dr. Michelle Goodwin. PHOTO: WWW.LAW.
GEORGETOWN.EDU.

Jacqulyn Aluotto. PHOTO: WWW.NOTRAF-
FICKINGZONE.ORG.

6 •  THE MISSISSIPPI LINK  www.themississippilink.comFEBRUARY 19 - 25, 2026
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Contributing Writer



The O’Jays 
were a popular 
R&B group some 
years back. They 
had several hits 
and were fan fa-
vorites. We know 

the lyrics of some of their tunes 
whether you are old school or 
new school. 

“I know that money is the 
root of all evil. Do funny 
things to some people. Give me 
a nickel, brother, can you spare 
a dime? Money can drive some 
people out of their minds.” 

These lyrics should take 
some of us back when the song, 
“For the love of money” was a 

hit record. We can only specu-
late how this song came to be. 
Was money fl owing freely into 
the economy during this time? 

We can come up with a va-
riety of answers. What we do 
know is that money has always 
been needed for us to have a 
decent quality of life. We are 
doomed without it. You can 
also say that some people are 
doomed by it. 

I don’t remember when 
money started to have any im-
portance to me. My parents 
provided for my needs, so my 
pockets were pretty much al-
ways empty. I didn’t get an al-
lowance. Quite honestly, kids 
in my neighborhood didn’t re-
ceive an allowance. 

The word “allowance” didn’t 

make its way to the East Win-
ston section of Winston-Salem 
NC. We made our beds, washed 
dishes and other chores as re-
quired. We were not paid for 
things we were supposed to do. 

We never complained about 
not having any money. That 
was just the way it was. All 
that mattered was that we were 
happy and we were. 

It must have been during my 
high school years that I had a 
job as a substitute paperboy, so 
I was able to earn a few dollars. 
During my college years, I was 
able to gain a few dollars, so I 
wasn’t pressed for money. 

The American economy is 
spiraling these days. It has 
created a system where some 
people have money at their dis-

posal and others do not. Saving 
money is challenging and must 
be carefully thought out. 

Saving pennies early in life 
will result in your spending 
dollars later in life. I was for-
tunate to be around people who 
understood how to save money. 
My fi rst fi nancial planner was 
my dad. He gave me a few tips 
on how to budget and to save 
some money. Those free les-
sons gave me a fi nancial blue-
print. 

Now if you are in this new 
generation of workers, are you 
saving any money? Do you 
have a retirement plan? Are 
you living below your means? 
If you are then, congratula-
tions. Keep doing it because it 
will pay off . 

Reports say that folks, ages 
eighteen to twenty-four, are 
saving at a good clip. Fifty-
eight percent of Gen Z and 
fi fty-four percent of Millen-
nials are saving more of their 
money. 

It appears they are denying 
themselves fi ne dining and 
are not shopping at high end 
stores. They are putting money 
away using 40 K accounts. 

Credit cards have been a de-
terrent for some in saving mon-
ey. Those have been a tempta-
tion to all of us, regardless of 
age. They show no partiality. 

Those in the age category 
of forty-fi ve years to sixty 
years have a credit card debt 
of roughly $9,600.00. Those 
in this age group care for both 

their children and their parents’ 
surveys say. Millennials on the 
other hand have a credit card 
debt of slightly over $6,000.00. 
We have seen credit card inter-
est rates increase dramatically 
over the past several years. 
This trend in my opinion will 
continue. 

Our credit scores are im-
portant fi nancial tools. Keep a 
good one and you will receive 
the best rates and perks. If you 
are unsure about your credit 
score, then ask a fi nancial 
planner for advice. 

Money management and 
saving money are tied together. 
Understanding how to navigate 
them will ensure that you will 
be able to save some money 
over time. 

Is saving money still a part of the 
American economy these days?

OPINION

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

Have you ever 
craved some-
thing that you re-
ally wanted? This 
question makes 
me think about 
my Big Daddy. 

I know what you are thinking 
but you are wrong. Yes, I crave 
my Big Daddy, and he craves 
his Brown Sugar - me too but 
please continue reading sweetie 
for more insight. Anyways, Big 
Daddy came to my mind as it re-
lates to my good ole cookin (yes, 
I eliminated the g).

Look, I can throw down in 
the kitchen (our children would 
disagree now as I have transi-
tioned to preparing and cooking 
healthier meals for the past sev-
eral years). In fact, I have several 
dishes that my husband craves 
every now and then which in-
cludes the following: my oo-
egy gooey Lasagna (this is my 
husband’s favorite)– each layer 
of pasta is fi lled with various 
cheeses, fresh tomato sauce, and 
of course a mixture of ground 
beef and sausage (according to 
my mother’s recipe, the secret 
to the good taste is the ground 
sausage) and of course my love, 
my Pot Roast that is so tender 
that when you put it in your 
mouth it automatically melts – 
you don’t have to chew it, and 
lastly he craves my Enchiladas 
– add some sour cream – you 
will forget about eating healthy. 
All in all, my husband’s crav-
ings for my meals indicate that 
he either doesn’t consistently get 
these meals or they are obsolete. 
There was a time that I cooked 
these meals consistently but 
since trying to adhere to eating 
healthier - I don’t typically cook 
these meals but once or twice a 
year. Like my husband’s crav-
ings – many spouses are craving 
something that they don’t often 
get, or it is missing in their mar-
riage. 

According to experts both 
husbands and wives are craving 
something in their marriage, but 
wives tend to crave more than 

husbands do. 
What Is Your Spouse Craving 

in Your Marriage?
• YOU – your spouse wants to 

spend quality time together 
• Prayer Life – MC Hammer 

sang you gotta pray to make it 
today

• Fulfi lling their love language 
– Words of affi  rmation, quality 
time, receiving gifts, acts of ser-
vice and physical touch

• Communication
• Eye Contact 
• Reduced technology usage 
• Dates 
• Surprises 
• Appreciation 
• Positive attention 
• Respect
• Listening Ear
• Empathy
• Patience
• Understanding
• Acknowledgment 
• Compromise
• Support 
• Faithfulness
• Forgiveness
• Trust
• Healing
• Help with the children, 

house chores, fi nances, etc.
• Spontaneity
• Aff ection – hug, hold hands, 

cuddle, etc.  
• INTIMACY – where there 

is no touch – the marriage can 
perish

• Reassurance of your love 
and commitment to your mar-
riage 

What Are the Benefi ts of 
Helping Meet Your Spouse 
Cravings in Marriage? 

The benefi ts can include the 
following: 

• Growing as one
• Working as a team 
• Love and care are recipro-

cated by each other
• Builds trust/security
• Improve intimacy 
• Increase bonding 
• Can improve physical and 

mental health
• Overall happiness and ful-

fi llment  
Spouses do you realize that 

you are pushing your spouse’s 
away when you refuse to fulfi ll 

their cravings for attention, af-
fection, affi  rmation, and inti-
macy – this can be dangerous. 
Please understand there are 
men and women like hungry 
sharks, who are willing to eas-
ily meet your spouse cravings, 
which will ultimately lead to the 
dismantling of your marriage. 
If you truly love and care for 
your spouse and don’t want to 
lose your soul mate, the person 
that God joined you with, then 
try every day to satisfy each 
other’s cravings as often as you 
can. And if you are struggling to 
satisfy each other cravings seek 
help from your pastor, Marriage 
Counselor, Family Doctor, etc. 
as soon as possible.  

In conclusion, is it fair or rea-
sonable to expect your spouse 
to go day after day, month after 
month and year after year not 
getting their needs met? No, 
neither of you should be craving 
much of anything in marriage 
when you both took vows to ful-
fi ll each other’s cravings until 
death do you part. It doesn’t take 
a whole lot for you to fulfi ll or 
meet each other’s cravings – its 
within hand reach. For instance, 
there’s no way that Big Daddy 
should be craving my lasagna 
and I do not cook it for him! 
Therefore, Big Daddy will get 
his lasagna this week ANDT 
something extra sauce on the 
side. What is your spouse crav-
ing? Husbands and wives, if you 
have no idea what your spouse 
craves from you, have a conver-
sation immediately and make 
the necessary changes to fulfi ll 
your spouse cravings TODAY!

Contact Dr. LaShunda Cal-
vert for speaking engagements 
(Motivational, Ministering, 
Marriage Counseling, Mar-
riage Workshops, Marriage 
Seminars, Marriage Confer-
ences, etc.) Marriage Ministry: 
The Restoration Church, Suite 
H, Jackson, MS. 39206, on: In-
stagram: letsstay2gether4ever 
(Dr. LaShunda Calvert) Face-
book: Dr. LaShunda Calvert 
Email:letsstaytogether4eva@
gmail.com Contact # 601-596-
2528

What is your 
spouse craving?

By LaShunda Calvert, Ph.D.
Tips for a Good Marriage

By James B. Ewers Jr. Ed.D.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio
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We keep 
Black History 
Month on one 
shelf and Val-
entine’s Day on 
another. One is 
supposed to be 

about pain and struggle. The 
other about fl owers and pastel 
sugary hearts. Public remem-
brance of the most important 
Supreme Court decision about 
love in American history—
Loving v. Virginia—waits for 
June, as if love itself were a 
summer excursion.  

My life has taught me that 
matters of the heart belong in 
Black History Month too. In-
deed such a short and bitterly 
cold month needs the memo-
ries of courageous love per-
haps more than any other. 

When I was a child in the 
1970s, barely a decade after 
the Court decided Loving, 
I watched my parents hold 
hands in public and draw the 
kind of looks a child never 
forgets. The law had changed. 
The refl ex had not. We honor 
Mildred and Richard Lov-
ing for their courage, and 
we should. Yet their victory 
was not a gift delivered from 
above. It was the law fi nally 
meeting the life people had 
already been living. 

My maternal grandmother, 
Mamie Bland, taught me that 
long before I could name it. 
Her face was very English. 
Yet by Virginia law she was 
unquestionably Black. She 
carried the stories of our fam-
ily quietly, without ornament, 
the way some people carry a 
Bible. She knew the South 
lived two lives at once—one 
written in statutes and another 
written at kitchen tables. Ma-
mie believed the second life 

would outlast the fi rst. She 
was right. 

Virginia’s history shows 
that interracial unions were 
never an exception. They were 
part of the everyday rhythm 
of the Commonwealth. After 
Bacon’s Rebellion—hardly 
the only time Virginians of 
diff erent races had made com-
mon cause—the ruling class 
answered with laws meant to 
keep Black and white people 
from fi nding one another 
again.  

Those walls were rebuilt 
after Reconstruction and 
perfected in the Racial Integ-
rity Act of 1924, the eugenic 
scheme that forced Virginians 
into two boxes: white or col-
ored. 

The hypocrisy was writ-
ten into the fi ne print. The 
same statute that criminal-
ized Black-white marriage 
carved out a special door so 
white Virginians could con-
tinue boasting of descent from 
Pocahontas and John Rolfe. 
By law you were 100% white 
even with one-sixteenth Na-
tive ancestry. And by the 
same law yet one-thirty-sec-
ond African Ancestry made 
you 100% Black.  

My own family sits inside 
that ledger. DNA confi rmed 
what Mamie already knew. I 
descend from the Bland line 
of Virginia, a family that 
proudly traced its roots to the 
Pocahontas-Rolfe union. Yet 
my great-great-grandfather 
Edward David Bland was 
born enslaved because his fa-
ther Frederick was the son of a 
Bland planter and an enslaved 
woman—and Frederick was 
legally owned by his own 
half-brother, Richard Yates 
Bland. That is not a metaphor. 
It is a document. It is a life 
passed from one column of a 

will to another. 
Virginia celebrated a legend 

while punishing a reality. The 
colony preferred a story about 
John Smith rescuing an Indian 
princess to the recorded mar-
riage between Pocahontas and 
Rolfe that produced living de-
scendants. Myth was easy to 
salute. Intimacy was harder to 
face. 

By the time Mildred Jeter 
and Richard Loving married 
in Washington in 1958, gener-
ations had already voted with 
their hearts. Couples crossed 
county lines, raised chil-
dren in common-law homes, 
or kept their vows in quiet 
rooms. The state called those 
unions unnatural, yet they 
were as Virginia as the river 
and the red clay. In 1967 the 
Supreme Court did not create 
a new country. It recognized 
the one that had been breath-
ing all along. 

Judge Leon Bazile, who 
sentenced the Lovings to ex-
ile, said God had placed the 
races on separate continents 
and never meant them to mix. 
But the very families who 
wrote Virginia’s laws had 
been mixing since the fi rst 
ships anchored at Jamestown, 
perhaps even before. There is 
the truth defi ned by legislat-
ing otherness. And then there 
is the truth defi ned by loving 
one another despite it all  

That is why the story of 
Loving should be celebrated 
in February, too. Black his-
tory is not only the history of 
pain and protest. It is also the 
history of love surviving un-
der threat.  

Ben Jealous is a professor 
of practice at the University 
of Pennsylvania, best-selling 
author, and former National 
President and CEO of the 
NAACP. 

February 
is about 

loving too
 By Ben Jealous
People For the American Way
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING  

ZONING CASE NO. 4318 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, 
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way aff ected thereby, that 
James King  has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application 
requesting a Rezoning from C80-RE Residential Estate Subdistrict to C80-MU 
(Mixed-Use) Subdistrict to allow for the construction of a community recreational 
center/event venue for the property located at Parcel Numbers: 821-620-2 & 821-
620-3 on Highway 80 West in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, 
and being more particularly described as: 

Parcel 821-620-2 

Commencing from the intersection of the South ROW line of U.S. Highway 80 and 
the North line of Lot 8, Nelson Place, Part 1, as recorded in the Plat Book 8 at Page 
50 in the Offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, and 
run thence along the South line of U.S. Highway 80 North 60 degrees 16 minutes 15 
seconds W 856.03 feet to the point of beginning; thence S 29 degrees 43 minutes 45 
seconds W 475.72 feet; thence N 89 degrees 30 minutes 59 seconds W 421.0 feet; 
thence N 28 degrees 14 minutes 40 seconds East 581.63 feet; thence S 60 degrees 
16 minutes 15 seconds East 385.0 feet to the Point of the Beginning. Being situated 
in the S- ½ of the SW- ¼ of the Section 35; T6N, R1W, Hinds Co., MS., containing 
5.0 acres more or less. 

Parcel 821-620-3 

Commencing from the intersection of the South ROW line of U.S. Highway 80 and 
the North line of Lot 8, Nelson Place, Part 1, as recorded in Plat Book 8 at Page 50 
in the Offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, and 
run thence along the South line of U.S. Highway 80 North 60 degrees 16 minutes 
15 seconds W 1241.03 feet to the point of Beginning; thence S 28 degrees 14 
minutes 40 seconds W 681.63 feet; thence North 89 degrees 30 minutes 59 seconds 
West 220.0 feet; thence N 14 degrees 46 minutes 30 seconds East 816.54 feet; 
thence South 60 degrees 16 minutes 15 seconds East 385.0 feet to the Point of the 
Beginning. Being situated in the S½ of the SW¼ of Section 35; T6N, R1W, Hinds 
County, Mississippi, containing 5.0 acres, more or less. 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President 
Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, February 25, 2026, at 
which time all parties interested in or aff ected thereby will be heard both pro and 
con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which the City 
Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any 
objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and 
if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if 
a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If 
a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City 
will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the 
visually/hearing impaired. 

DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, 
THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC 
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  
PLEASE EMAIL EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER  FOR THE 
TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO FEBRUARY 18, 2026. 

WITNESS my signature this 30th day of January 2026. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

2/5/2026, 2/19/2026

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING  

ZONING CASE NO. 4320 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council 
of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby 
given to all persons interested in or in any way aff ected thereby, that Christopher Jones  has 
fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning 
from C80-MU (Mixed-Use) Subdistrict to C80-I1 (Light) Industrial Subdistrict to allow for 
the development of a construction manufacturing production facility for the property located 
at Parcel Numbers: 824-561, 824-565 & 824-567 on JR Lynch St. Ext. in the First Judicial 
District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as: 

Parcel 824-561 

BEGINNING at a point 1,680.58 feet South and 652.57 feet East of the Northwest corner 
of the Southwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 1, Township 5 North, Range 
1 West; thence Southwesterly 247.62 feet; thence Westerly 404.17 feet; thence Northerly 
along a curve 34.44 feet; thence Northeasterly 168.08 feet; thence Northeasterly along a 
curve 118.77 feet; thence Easterly 376.97 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING.  

Being situated in the Northwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 12, Township 5 
North. 

Containing 2,7043 acres, more or less. 

Parcel 824-565 

BEGINNING at a point 1,138.52 feet East of the Southwest corner of Lot 1, Block B, 
Farmington eights Part 2; thence Southeast 386.61 feet; thence South 342.23 feet; thence 
West 148.0 feet; thence South 10 feet; thence West 490.16 feet; thence Northwest 133.87 
feet; thence North 141.57 feet; thence Northeast 367.32 feet; thence West 20.21 feet; 
thence Northeast 190.67 feet; thence Southeast to the POINT OF BEGINNING.  

Being situated in the North Half of the North Half of Section 12, and in the Southeast 
Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section 1, Township 5 North, Range 1 West, Hinds 
County, Mississippi. 

Parcel 824-567 

BEGINNING at the Southeast corner of Lot 9, Block B, Farmington Heights Part 2; thence 
East 8.77 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING; thence Northeast 156.39 feet; thence 
Northeast 77.0 feet; thence Southeast 299.98 feet; thence Southwest 190.21 feet; thence 
East 20.21 feet; thence Southwest 367.32 feet; thence Southwest 141.57 feet; thence West 
on the North line of Lynch Street 331.13 feet; thence Northeast 310.93 feet; thence West 
31.75 feet; thence Northeast 208.81 feet; thence East 24.25 feet; thence Northeast 69.65 
feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING.  

Being a part of the Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section 1, and the 
Northeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 12, Township 5 North, Range 1 West, 
Hinds County, Mississippi.  

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson 
Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, February 25, 2026, at which time all 
parties interested in or aff ected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, 
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any 
person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City 
Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, 
or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 
hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or 
auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired. 

DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE 
PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  PLEASE EMAIL 
EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER  FOR THE TELECONFERENCE/
VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO FEBRUARY 18, 2026. 

WITNESS my signature this 30TH day of January 2026. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

2/5/2026, 2/19/2026

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING 

ZONING CASE NO. 4319 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way aff ected 
thereby, that Mt. Nebo Baptist Church  has fi led with the Planning Board for the City 
of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from R-4 (Limited Multi-family) 
Residential District and C-3 (General) Commercial District to NMU-1 Neighborhood 
(Mixed Use) District, Pedestrian Oriented to allow for the addition of a parking lot 
and other church community oriented services  for the properties located at Parcel 
Numbers: 159-113, 159-133, 159-121-1, & 159-109 on Tunica St, 159-103, 159-104, 
159-122-1, 159-122, 159-142 & 159-143 on JR Lynch St. and Parcel 159-126 on 
Aberdeen St.. in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being 
more particularly described as: 

1245 Tunica St. (Parcel 159-113) 

Lot 6, Block 13, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lot 7, Block 13, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lot 8, Block 13, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lot 9, Block 13, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lots 10 & 12, Block 13, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat 
thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds 
County, at Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to 
which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lot 11, Block 13, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lot 13, Block 13, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lot 15, Block 13, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lot 17, Block 13, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

A STRIP OF LAND LYING IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF AND ADJOINING LOT 17 
IN BLOCK 13, COLLEGE SUBURB SUBDIVISION TO THE CITY OF JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI, ACCORDING TO RECORDED PLAT OF SAID SUBDIVISION 
OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHANCERY CLERK, IN JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI, S Ạ ID STRJP OF LAND BEING FURTHER DESCRIBED AS BEING 
SOUTH OF LOT 17 FRONTING THIRTY-FIVE FEET, MORE OR LESS, ON TUPELO 
STREET AND EXTENDING SOUTH TO THE NORTH LINE OF UTICA STREET AND 
EASTWARDLY 140 FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO A TEN FOOT ALLEY; SAID STRIP 
OF LAND BEING THE STRIP OF LAND LYING SOUTH AND ADIOINING SAID LOT 
17, BLOCK 13, DESCRIBED IN DEED DATED JULY 29, 1955, PROM MISSISSIPPI 
INVESTMENT COMPANY, GRANTOR, TO WILLIE ROBINSON, GRANTEE, 
RECORDED IN BOOK 921 AT. PAGF 460, OF THE AFORESAID RECORDS. 

Parcel 159-133 

Lot 2, Block 14, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 

Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lot 12, Block 14, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lot 14, Block 14, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lot 16, Block 14, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Lot Eighteen (18), Block Fourteen (14), College Suburb Survey, and a strip of land 
south and adjacent to less 55’ north side, a subdivision of record and on fi le in the 
offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of the First Judicial District of Hinds County, MS in 
plat book 1, page 66, and 55 feet on north side of Lot Eighteen, Block Fourteen of 
College Suburb, a subdivision of record and on fi le in the offi  ce of the Chancery 
Clerk of the First Judicial District of Hinds County, MS, in plat book 1, page 66. 

Parcel 159-121-1 

A parcel of land in college suburb survey adj & South of Lot 18 Block 13 bounded on 
South by Utica Street East by Tunica Street & Extending West to an alley. 

Parcels 159-103, 159-104 & 159-109 

Lots 1, 2 and 5 Block 13, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat 
thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds 
County, at Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to 
which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description  

Parcels 159-126, 159-122 & 159-122-1 

Lots 1& 5, Block 14, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat 
thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds 
County, at Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, reference to 
which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

Parcel 159-142 

Lot 3, Block 15, College Suburb, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 66, and in subsequent recording 
in Book 3536, page 030, and in references to which is hereby made in aid of and as 
a part of this description. 

Parcel 159-143 

LOT 4, LESS 40 FT S/S BLK 15 COLLEGE SUB SY & LESS TRI NE COR TO ST 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President 
Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, February 25, 2026, at 
which time all parties interested in or aff ected thereby will be heard both pro and 
con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which the City 
Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any 
objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and 
if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if 
a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If 
a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City 
will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the 
visually/hearing impaired. 

 DUE TO THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, 
THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS, APPLICANTS AND THE GENRAL PUBLIC 
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  
PLEASE EMAIL EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER  FOR THE 
TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO INFORMATION PRIOR TO FEBRUARY 18, 2026. 

WITNESS my signature this 30TH day of January 2026. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

2/5/2026, 2/19/2026

LEGAL

2/12/2026

LEGAL

2/19/2026

LEGAL

2/12/2026, 2/19/2026
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Advertisement for Bid 3255

Powell Middle School Phase 2 Project ESSER Renovations

Electronic and sealed bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the Board 
of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi  ce, 662 South 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) 
Thursday, March 7, 2024, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and 
read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conferences concerning this project will be held at 3655 
Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213 on Thursday, February 22, 2023, at 10:00 A.M. 
Attendance at the pre-bid conferences is non-mandatory but strongly encouraged. 
The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive 
informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-fi ve 
calendar days from the date bids are opened.

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.
jpsdmsprojects.com. A $150.00 non- refundable deposit shall be required on each 
set of bid documents and must be purchased through the  website. All plan holders 
are required to have a valid email address for registration. Questions regarding 
website registration and online orders please contact Plan House Printing, 607 W. 
Main Street, Tupelo, MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid documents 
please contact Charles Bunniran at Allen & Hoshall, Phone: 601-977-8993, or Email: 
cbunniran@allenhoshall.com.

Also, until further notice, all opening will be recorded and uploaded to the JPSD web 
site at https://www.youtube.com/jpsitv for public viewing due to covid 19. Vendors 
will not be allowed to sit in on the bid Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals 
delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing  time) the date the bid is 
scheduled to open, must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, 
Jackson, MS 39201.

Also, until further notice, all opening will be recorded and uploaded to the JPSD web 
site at https://www.youtube.com/jpsitv for public viewing due to covid 19. Vendors 
will not be allowed to sit in on the bid openings.

2/12/2026  2/19/2026

AUCTION FOR CITY OF JACKSON ABANDONED, STOLEN, 
SEIZED VEHICLES, EVIDENCE, AND RECOVERED PROPERTY
To all interested parties, known 
and unknown,Pursuant to 
the MS State Code of 1972, 
Section 21-39-21, the City of 
Jackson, Mississippi, will 
sell at Public Auction, the 
impounded, abandoned, lost, 
stolen, or misplaced motor 
vehicles and equipment listed 
on the attached schedule. 
Unclaimed motor vehicles and 
equipment may be sold after the 
expiration of ninety (90) days 
from their receipt or recovery 
by the City of Jackson. The 
auction will be held online at 
https://marketplace.autura.com/
auctions/jac-ms/ on February 
24,  2026 at 10:00 am
A list and description of 
abandoned/unclaimed vehicles 
will be posted pursuant to 
statutory requirements in the 
following locations: 
Hinds County Court 
House  
Hinds Country Chancery Court 
Building 
Jackson City Hall/City Clerk’s 
Offi ce”   (2/3/2026)

2/5/2026
*******************************
8840357 • 2012/DODGE/RAM/
WHITE • 3C6JD7AT6CG229719
8840360 • 2014/DODGE/
CHALLENGER/BLACK • 
2C3CDYBT6EH154288
*******************************
8840411 • 2014/DODGE/
AVENGER/RED • 
1C3CDZAB1EN196731
*******************************
8840428 • 2024/
MAZDA/3/SILVER • 
3MZBPBXY4RM406897
*******************************
8840546 • 2001/DODGE/RAM/
RED • 3B7HC13Y71G764619
*******************************
8841081 • 2017/DODGE/
CHALLENGER/RED • 
2C3CDZFJ7HH640062
*******************************
8841116 • 2011/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/SILVER • 
5NPEB4AC5BH192179
*******************************
8843390 • 2001/GMC/
YUKON XL 1500/BLACK • 
3GKFK16T01G174938
*******************************
8843399 • 2013/KIA/SOUL/
GREEN • KNDJT2A64D7523240
*******************************
8843435 • 2018/KIA/OPTIMA/
BLUE • 5XXGT4L38JG247351
*******************************
8843469 • 1977/CHEVROLET/
CAPRICE/MULTI-COLOR • 
1N69U7S126620
*******************************
8843615 • 2010/NISSAN/
MAXIMA/BLACK • 
1N4AA5AP4AC874514
*******************************
8843711 • 2003/GMC/YUKON/
BLACK • 1GKEK13Z33J338558
*******************************
8843747 • 2004/TOYOTA/
HIGHLANDER/GOLD • 

JTEDP21A040004826
*******************************
8843774 • 2015/BMW/OTHER/
GRAY • WBA3B5G51FNS17491
*******************************
8843805 • 2005/CHRYSLER/
CROSSFIRE/BLACK • 
1C3AN65L35X042757
*******************************
8843822 • 2015/KIA/OPTIMA/
WHITE • KNAGM4A78F5635885
*******************************
8843843 • 2001/DODGE/RAM/
GRAY • 1B7HC16X31S747845
*******************************
8844001 • 2007/CHEVROLET/
TAHOE/BLACK • 
1GNFC13077R355344
*******************************
8844350 • 2023/TOYOTA/
COROLLA/BLACK • 
JTND4MBE2P3192015
*******************************
8844479 • 2013/HYUNDAI/
VELOSTER/WHITE • 
KMHTC6AD9DU145850
*******************************
8844558 • 2011/HONDA/
ACCORD/RED • 
1HGCP3F89BA006384
*******************************
8844573 • 2004/INFINITI/FX35/
GRAY • JNRAS08U74X105637
*******************************
8844593 • 2021/TOYOTA/
CAMRY/GRAY • 
4T1G11AK1MU457671
*******************************
8844622 • 2019/FORD/
MUSTANG/SILVER • 
1FA6P8TH7K5163133
*******************************
8844767 • 1998/MERCURY/
GRAND MARQUIS/WHITE • 
2MEFM74W2WX699596
*******************************
8844878 • -/INFINITI/G37/WHITE 
• 1NKCV61EX9M307305
*******************************
8847600 • 2010/KIA/FORTE/
SILVER • KNAFU6A26A5111154
*******************************
8847747 • 2011/MERCEDES/C 
CLASS/BLACK • 
WDDGF8BB8BR148041
*******************************
8847766 • 2001/HONDA/
ACCORD/RED • 
JHMCG66851C022986
*******************************
8847857 • 2017/NISSAN/
MAXIMA/MULTI-COLOR • 
1N4AA6AP2HC386596
*******************************
8848069 • 2019/DODGE/
CHARGER/RED • 
2C3CDXCT9KH575572
*******************************
8848157 • 2009/HONDA/
ACCORD/SILVER • 
JHMCP26399C015192
*******************************
8848309 • 2017/VOLKSWAGEN/
PASSAT/BLUE • 
1VWDT7A36HC064626
*******************************
8848379 • 2020/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/SILVER • 
5NPD74LF4LH501422
*******************************

8848427 • 2015/NISSAN/
ALTIMA/BLACK • 
1N4AL3AP2FN406968
*******************************
8848487 • 1992/NISSAN/
SENTRA/BLACK • 
1N4EB32A2NC767092
*******************************
8848587 • 1999/TOYOTA/4 
RUNNER/SILVER • 
JT3GN87R3X0106654
*******************************
8848601 • 2011/FORD/ESCAPE/
BLACK • 1FMCU0D77BKC62206
*******************************
8848639 • 2010/FORD/FUSION/
SILVER • 3FAHP0DC1AR327419
*******************************
8851165 • 2011/TOYOTA/
SIENNA/GRAY • 
5TDKK3DC2BS123937
*******************************
8851244 • 2016/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/GRAY • 
5NPDH4AE4GH662236
*******************************
8851284 • 2013/JEEP/
COMPASS/BLUE • 
1C4NJCBA2DD168764
*******************************
8851378 • 2003/HONDA/
ACCORD/SILVER • 
1HGCM56363A090920
*******************************
8851698 • 2003/CHEVROLET/
SUBURBAN/BLACK • 
3GNEC16Z93G138720
*******************************
8851758 • 2016/HYUNDAI/
TUCSON/ORANGE • 
KM8J33A4XGU179080
*******************************
8852009 • 1993/CHEVROLET/
CAPRICE/WHITE • 
1G1BN53E6PR129793
*******************************
8852119 • 2023/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/RED • 
5NPLM4AG7PH091771
*******************************
8852175 • 2023/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/BLACK • 
KMHLL4AG3PU384832
*******************************
8852182 • 2013/NISSAN/VERSA/
SILVER • 3N1CN7AP2DL844944
*******************************
8852216 • 2006/BUICK/
LUCERNE/SILVER • 
1G4HD57206U233420
*******************************
8852286 • 2015/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/BLUE • 
5NPE24AF9FH061238
*******************************
8854665 • 2013/FORD/TAURUS/
GRAY • 1FAHP2E87DG162848
*******************************
8854775 • 2006/DODGE/
DURANGO/SILVER • 
1D4HD48N56F119363
*******************************
8854862 • 2012/HONDA/
ACCORD/BLACK • 
1HGCP2F6XCA244500
*******************************
8854943 • 2001/CHEVROLET/
SILVERADO/MULTI-COLOR • 
2GCEC19T711395476
*******************************

8855133 • 2011/KIA/SORENTO/
TAN • 5XYKT3A19BG078038
*******************************
8855702 • 2016/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/GRAY • 
5NPE24AFXGH386398
*******************************
8855785 • 2012/FORD/
EXPLORER/WHITE • 
1FMHK7D80CGA41788
*******************************
8855940 • 1997/FORD/F150/RED 
• 1FTDF1724VKB14348
*******************************
8855969 • 2009/HONDA/
ACCORD/BLUE • 
1HGCP26479A192427
*******************************
8858578 • 2018/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/WHITE • 
5NPD84LF0JH301924
*******************************
8858710 • 2013/VOLKSWAGEN/
PASSAT/SILVER • 
1VWAP7A34DC031464
*******************************
8858774 • 2010/CHEVROLET/
MALIBU/WHITE • 
1G1ZA5E07AF279349
*******************************
8858938 • 2018/KIA/OPTIMA/
WHITE • 5XXGT4L34JG184815
*******************************
8859085 • 2005/CHRYSLER/
SEBRING/SILVER • 
1C3EL66R65N543311
*******************************
8859249 • 2008/HONDA/
ACCORD/MULTI-COLOR • 
JHMCP26398C074564
*******************************
8859259 • 2020/TOYOTA/
CAMRY/WHITE • 
4T1G11AK1LU928653
*******************************
8859296 • 2017/KIA/OPTIMA/
WHITE • KNAGT4L30H5147580
*******************************
8859315 • 2017/HYUNDAI/
SONATA/WHITE • 
5NPE24AF1HH489565
*******************************
8861496 • 2005/INFINITI/FX35/
GRAY • JNRAS08U45X108433
*******************************
8861499 • 2001/BUICK/REGAL/
SILVER • 2G4WB55KX11310203
*******************************
8861508 • 2004/CHEVROLET/
TAHOE/WHITE • 
1GNEK13Z94R295639
*******************************
8861573 • 2004/HONDA/
ACCORD/OTHER • 
1HGCM82654A024006
*******************************
8861725 • 2001/LEXUS/OTHER/
WHITE • JT8BD69SX10134406
*******************************
8861731 • 2010/CHEVROLET/
MALIBU/GRAY • 
1G1ZC5EB8A4110206
*******************************
8861771 • 2014/FORD/FUSION/
SILVER • 3FA6P0G74ER350110
*******************************
8861812 • 2002/JEEP/
GRAND CHER/GRAY • 
1J4GX38S22C234086
*******************************

8861888 • 2000/CHEVROLET/
SILVERADO/GOLD • 
1GCEK19T8YE336643
*******************************
8861999 • 2005/CHEVROLET/
EQUINOX/WHITE • 
2CNDL13F856082567
*******************************
8862090 • 2008/MERCURY/
SABLE/SILVER • 
1MEHM40W58G600632
*******************************
8862127 • 2004/ACURA/MDX/
WHITE • 2HNYD188X4H500881
*******************************
8862153 • 2020/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/WHITE • 
5NPD84LF9LH539788
*******************************
8862202 • 2001/
NISSAN/ALTIMA/RED • 
1N4DL01D01C218584
*******************************
8864199 • 2004/CADILLAC/
ESCALADE/WHITE • 
3GYFK66N34G263508
*******************************
8864200 • 1995/BUICK/
LESABRE/GRAY • 
1G4HP52L9SH431570
*******************************
8864368 • 1999/TOYOTA/
CAMRY/WHITE • 
4T1BG22KXXU483543
*******************************
8864393 • 2000/TOYOTA/
CAMRY/SILVER • 
4T1BG22K4YU657527
*******************************
8864439 • 2003/LINCOLN/
TOWN CAR/WHITE • 
1LNHM81W73Y603957
*******************************
8864521 • 2012/FORD/
MUSTANG/SILVER • 
1ZVBP8EM5C5201623
*******************************
8864556 • 2005/TOYOTA/
COROLLA/BLACK • 
2T1BR32E35C325375
*******************************
8864611 • 2006/
CHEVROLET/TAHOE/RED • 
1GNEC13V56R102707
*******************************
8864631 • 1998/BMW/Z3/GREEN 
• 4USCJ3329WLB62223
*******************************
8864654 • 1994/JEEP/
GRAND CHER/BLUE • 
1J4GZ58Y9RC252038
*******************************
8864836 • 2005/NISSAN/
MURANO/RED • 
JN8AZ08W15W444211
*******************************
8864850 • 2016/HYUNDAI/
ELANTRA/WHITE • 
5NPDH4AE1GH770135
*******************************
8865210 • 2007/MITSUBISHI/
GALANT/SILVER • 
4A3AB36F77E083903
*******************************
8865292 • 2000/MERCURY/
GRAND MARQUIS/SILVER • 
2MEFM75W1YX667577
*******************************
8867485 • 2018/KIA/SORENTO/
RED • 5XYPG4A34JG425131

*******************************
8867596 • 1998/FORD/
EXPEDITION/MULTI-COLOR • 
1FMEU17L9WLA05085
*******************************
8867601 • 2007/MERCURY/
MILAN/SILVER • 
3MEHM07Z07R665615
*******************************
8867723 • 2017/HYUNDAI/
SANTA FE/RED • 
5XYZT3LB2HG413086
*******************************
8867875 • 2010/NISSAN/
SENTRA/BLACK • 
3N1AB6AP5AL729745
*******************************
8868277 • 2004/ACURA/TL/
SILVER • 19UUA66274A054357
*******************************
8868334 • 2010/HONDA/
ACCORD/BLACK • 
1HGCP2F81AA009031
*******************************
8868469 • 2003/JEEP/
GRAND CHER/WHITE • 
1J4GX58S43C586731
*******************************
8868632 • 2006/GMC/
YUKON XL 1500/WHITE • 
1GKEC16Z96J135719
*******************************
8868721 • 2016/TOYOTA/
COROLLA/GRAY • 
2T1BURHE8GC532968
*******************************
8868751 • 2015/CHRYSLER/200/
WHITE • 1C3CCCAB2FN603974
*******************************
8868769 • 2009/CHEVROLET/
MALIBU/BLUE • 
1G1ZG57B694266158
*******************************
8868833 • 2011/MERCEDES/E 
CLASS/BLACK • 
WDDHF5GBXBA445810
*******************************
8868876 • 1999/ACURA/RL/
SILVER • JH4KA9658XC006231
*******************************
8871350 • 2005/CHEVROLET/
SILVERADO/WHITE • 
2GCEK13T151137732
*******************************
8871614 • 2007/CHEVROLET/
SILVERADO/BROWN • 
1GCEC14C57Z557516
*******************************
8910046 • 2006/NISSAN/
ALTIMA/GRAY • 
1N4AL11D06N391638
*******************************
8912511 • 2001/SUZUKI/OTHER/
GREEN • JS1GT74A312107237
*******************************
8915144 • 2011/FORD/F150/
WHITE • 1FTEX1CMXBFB46895
*******************************
8949559 • 2014/HONDA/
ACCORD/YELLOW • 
1HGCR2F53EA277293
*******************************
8949953 • 1998/CHEVROLET/
LUMINA/SILVER • 
2G1WL52M6W9255953
*******************************
8950100 • 2015/CHRYSLER/200/
GRAY • 1C3CCCAB1FN696227
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING IS SET FOR TUESDAY,
MARCH 10, AT 10:00 A.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL, 219 S.
PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201. IT IS HEREBY 
SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS THE RENAMING OF LILLY STREET (FROM 
WOODROW WILSON BLVD. TO CLOVER HILL DRIVE) TO DAMIAN MURRIEL 
DRIVE.

IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING:

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
ESTABLISHING THE RENAMING OF LILLY STREET (FROM WOODROW
WILSON BLVD. TO CLOVER HILL DRIVE) TO DAMIAN MURRIEL DRIVE.

2/19/2026

LEGAL

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF ROGERS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF ANDREW ROGERS, JR., 
DECEASED 

CAUSE NO: 25-cv-01209 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN CREDITORS 

Letters of Administration having been granted by the Chancery Court of Rankin County, 
Mississippi to the undersigned Administrator upon the Estate of Andrew Rogers, Jr., 
Deceased, notice is hereby given to all persons having claims against said estate to 
present the same to the Clerk of this Court for probation and registration according to 
the law, within ninety (90) days from the fi rst publication of this notice, or they will be 
forever barred. 

This the 20th day of August, 2025. 

Belinda Rogers    
Belinda Rogers, Administrator 

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
COUNTY OF RANKIN 

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned authority in and for the jurisdiction 
aforesaid, the within named, Belinda Rogers Administrator for the Estate of Andrew 
Rogers, Jr. , deceased, who having been by me fi rst duly sworn, states that the above 
Notice to Creditors is true and correct as therein stated. 

This the 20th day of August, 2025.  

NOTARY MY COMMISSION EXPIRES  
Damon Stevenson, Stevenson Legal Group, PLLC 
1010 N. West Street, Jackson, MS 39202 
Telephone: (769) 251-0207, Facsimile: (601) 608-7872 

2/19/2026



 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
J & A FUEL STORES
3249 Medgar Evers  Blvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS 
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

WE BUY 8,000 CARS a week. Sell 
your old, busted or junk car with no 
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell 
your car to Peddle. Easy three step 
process. Instant offer. Free pickup. 
Fast payment. Call 1-833-758-
1344

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now to 
receive a FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. Call 
1-844-316-8630 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  Call: 
1-833-764-2473

OLSHAN FOUNDATION SOLUTIONS. 
Your trusted foundation repair 
experts since 1933. Foundation 
repair. Crawl space recovery. 
Basement waterproofing. Water 
management and more. Free 
evaluation. Limited time up to $250 
off foundation repair. Call Olshan 
1-866-264-5115

SAFE STEP. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-855-532-0066

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-584-8517 
www.dental50plus.com/mspress 
#6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 1-833-
641-4206

DONATE your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive a top 
tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-866-428-0305 
today!

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash 
AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Call today 
for your fair cash offer: 1-601-273-
8545.

CONNECT TO THE BEST 
WIRELESS HOME INTERNET 
with EarthLink. Enjoy speeds from 
5G and 4G LTE networks, no 
contracts, easy installation, and 
data plans up to 300 GB. Call 
866-831-4021

CONSUMER CELLULAR - 
the same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, no hidden 
fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk and 
text, starting at just $20/month. 
For more information, call 1-844-
954-4517

GET DISH SATELLITE TV + 
INTERNET!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-
Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call 
Today! 1-877-628-3143

YMT VACATIONS. Over 50 
guided tours available. Affordable, 
social and stress-free travel 
designed for mature travelers. Our 
tours include accommodations, 
transportation, baggage handling, 
sightseeing, entrance fees, a 
professional Tour Director and 
select meals. For a limited time 
SAVE $250 on all tours. Call YMT 
today. 1-833-906-2201

AUTOS INSURANCE

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

REAL ESTATE

SERVICES

TRAVEL

MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE

WEEK OF FEB. 1, 2026

YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN
90 NEWSPAPERS STATEWIDE

Call your local newspaper or 601-981-3060 ext. 3

LEGAL

Advertisement for:
RFP 2026-06-26

4th- 12th Grade Virtual Reality Equipment, Content & MDM

Electronic RFP proposals for the above RFP will be received by the Board of Trustees of 
the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi  ce, 662 South President Street, 
Jackson, Mississippi, on Friday, March 06, 2026 until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) 
on the following dates and times associated with each RFP proposal which time and place 
they will be publicly opened and read aloud

A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the listed project will be held Via ZOOM (see below for 
link) on Monday, February 23, 2026, at 9:00 A.M. central standard time. Attendance at the 
pre-bid conferences is non-mandatory but strongly encouraged. Please see the link below.

Join Via ZOOM:
https://jackson-k12-ms.zoom.us/j/82295108722?pwd=a2npZ0RHhy6Yoko3zS29ZR7Bg9
atP7.1

Please email RFP@jackson.k12.ms.us us to ensure your spot in the pre-bid conference. It 
is imperative to have this information before the meeting to confi rm your attendance 

The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject all RFPs, waive informalities, and 
withhold the acceptance of any RFP if approved forty-fi ve calendar days from the date 
RFPs are opened.

There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Download from 
Central Bidding website at www.centralbidding.com for a small fee of $49.99 or visit 
JPSD website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us and download. Vendors must be registered 
with Central Bidding in order to electronically upload RFPs proposals at no cost. For any 
questions concerning the process, or how to register, please contact Central Bidding at 
225-810-4814.

All hand-delivered proposals must be delivered before the opening time (local prevailing 
time) and the date the bid is scheduled to open. These deliveries are to be made to the 
Business Services Offi  ce at 662 South President Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

Performance Dates:
• 1st Advertise: 12 February 2026 (Clarion, Jackson Advocate, MS Link)
• 2nd Advertise: 19 February 2026 (Clarion Jackson Advocate, MS Link))
• Pre-bid Conference: 23 February 2026 (ZOOM)
• Final Date for Questions: 26 February 2026
• Answers to Questions: 02 March 2026
• Bid Opening Day: 06 March 2026 by 10:00 A.M.
• Vendors may be notifi ed of Board Review and Potential Award after the Bid Date

2/12/2026, 2/19/2026

LEGAL

RULE 81 SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION 

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF  

MIMS SHERIFF, JR., DECEASED                                   CAUSE NO.: 
P2024-282  

SUMMONS 

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 

TO:  THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF MIMS SHERIFF, DECEASED 

You have been made a Defendant in the suit fi led in this Court by Lorraine Sheriff , 
Petitioner seeking the adjudication of heirs of Mims Sheriff , Jr., Deceased. 

You are summoned to appear and defend against the complaint or petition fi led 
against you in this action at 1:30 o’clock p.m., on the 25th day of March,  2026, in 
the Chancery Courtroom of Hinds County before Honorable Dewayne Thomas, 
Chancellor.  In case of your failure to appear and defend a judgment will be entered 
against you for the money or other things demanded in the complaint or petition. 

You are not required to fi le an answer or other pleading but you may do so if you 
desire. 

Issued under my hand and the seal of said Court, this the __2nd___ day of 
February, 2026. 

EDDIE JEAN CARR,  
CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI 

2/12/2026, 2/19/2026
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING IS SET FOR TUESDAY, 
MARCH 10, AT 10:00 A.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL, 
219 S. PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201. IT IS HEREBY 
SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS THE HONORARY RENAMING OF ROBINSON 
STREET (FROM BROAD STREET TO PRENTISS STREET) TO REVEREND DR. 
JOHN E. CAMERON, SR. DRIVE.

IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING:

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI HONORARY 
RENAMING OF ROBINSON STREET (FROM BROAD STREET TO PRENTISS 
STREET)

2/19/2026

LEGAL

Advertisement for:
RFP 2026-08-26

JPS ERATE – Network Modernization

Electronic RFP proposals for the above RFP will be received by the Board of Trustees of 
the Jackson Public
School District, in the Business Offi  ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, 
on Tuesday, March
17, 2026 until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) on the following dates and times 
associated with each
RFP proposal which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud
Please email RFP@jackson.k12.ms.us us to ensure your spot in the pre-bid conference. 
It is imperative to
have this information before the meeting to confi rm your attendance.
The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject all RFPs, waive informalities, and 
withhold the acceptance
of any RFP if approved forty-fi ve calendar days from the date RFPs are opened.
There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Download from 
Central Bidding website
at www.centralbidding.com for a small fee of $49.99 or visit JPSD website at www.
jackson.k12.ms.us and
download. Vendors must be registered with Central Bidding in order to electronically 
upload RFPs proposals at no cost.
For any questions concerning the process, or how to register, please contact Central 
Bidding at 225-810-4814.

All hand-delivered proposals must be delivered before the opening time (local prevailing 
time) and the date
the bid is scheduled to open. These deliveries are to be made to the Business Services 
Offi  ce at 662 South
President Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

Performance Dates:
• 1st Advertise: 16 February 2026 (Clarion); 19 February 2026 (Jackson Advocate, MS 
Link)
• 2nd Advertise: 23 February 2026 (Clarion) 26 February 2026 (Jackson Advocate, MS 
Link)
• Final Date for Questions: 27 February 2026
• Addendum (if applicable): 02 March 2026
• Bid Opening Day: 17 March 2026 @ 10:00 A.M.
• Vendors may be notifi ed of Board Review and Potential Award after the Bid Date
All questions and answers will be listed on the link below:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ejXaFoy6-QJyYhtbSFzs6eKS09uVXLOGexpBkto-
ChU/edit?usp=sharing
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LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE 
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 2026 AT 11:00aM IN THE ANDREW JACKSON 
CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH 
PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. 

I. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

NEW BUSINESS 
A. CASE NO. HPNC-26-5 
LOCATION: 111 E CHURCH ST (PARCEL 79-16) 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: FARISH STREET APPLICANT: MARC ROWE  
AMENDED REQUEST: INSTALL A GUARD RAIL ON THE FRONT STEPS, GUTTER 
ACROSS THE FRONT OF THE BUILDING, & CLOSE IN THE REAR PORCH TO 
EXPAND THE KITCHEN. 

B. CASE NO. HPNC-26-6 
LOCATION: 1828 LYNCREST AVE (PARCEL 9-92) 

HISTORIC DISTRICT: BEHAVEN  APPLICANT: MARC TREADWAY 
AMENDED REQUEST: DEMOLISH A STRUCTURELY UNSAFE DETACHED 
GARAGE. 

C. CASE NO. HPNC-26-7 
LOCATION: 1203 PINEHURST ST (PARCEL 15-42) 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: BELHAVEN  APPLICANT: DONALD JORDAN  
REQUEST: CONSTRUCT AN INFILL SINGLE-FAMILY HOUSE AND REMOVE A 
TREE. 

D. CASE NO. HPNC-26-8 
LOCATION: 800 N FARISH STST (PARCEL 74-1) 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: FARISH STREET APPLICANT: KIMBERLY VIVERETTE  
REQUEST: REHAB A MIXED-USE COMMERICAL STRUCTURE. 

OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
II. OTHER  

ADJOURNMENT 
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COMMUNITY

When the word faith is ut-
tered, many can quickly recite 
the scripture: Hebrews 11:1 – 
“Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evident 
of things not seen.” With this 
knowledge of the word top 
of mind, the Public Relations 
Ministry at College Hill Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Jack-
son, Miss., hosted a Faith Based 
Forum where the pastor gave 
his annual “State of the Church 
Address.” 

The Fifth Annual Faith Based 
Forum was held on Wednes-
day, February 11, 2026, at 6:00 
P.M. in the Family Life Center 
where dinner was served by the 
College Hill hostess commit-
tee. Serving as moderator was 
Malena W. Dow, a member of 
the Public Relations Ministry. 

Prior to giving his State of 
the Church Address, Pastor 
Chauncy L. Jordon, Sr. greeted 
all of the attendees with a joyful 
salute that drew chuckles from 
the audience. He shared that he 
was practicing for his next ca-
reer, comedian extraordinaire. 
Loving responses followed his 
opening remarks, encourag-
ing him to keep his “ministe-
rial position” a little longer. He 
then delivered his address to 
include sharing the successes 
of the church, its’ ministries, 
its’ outreach, and its’ growth. 
He told his members that they 
must remain gospel-driven, 
Christ-Centered and Holy Spiri 
-led. He said, “Together we can 
reach more, teach more and 
lead more.” He closed by say-
ing “It is disciples who make 
disciples.” 

The evening included a ses-
sion on “Let’s Talk” where 
members were given the op-
portunity ask questions of the 
pastor and leaders of various 
ministries of the church regard-
ing not only the present but also 
the future of the church. This 
session was facilitated by Jona-
than Coleman, president of the 
Public Relations Ministry. 

The closing highlight for the 
evening was the presentation of 
the Protégé award, Most Valu-
able Player award, and Member 
of the Year award by Denise 

Griffi  n-Whittington. 
Recipients of the awards in-

cluded: Blake Hansberry, who 
received the Protégé Award, 
which honors a young person 
who is growing in faith, charac-
ter, and leadership. The Media 
Production Team received the 
Most Valuable Player Award, 
which recognizes members 
whose impact is felt throughout 
the church and who give their 
all (heart, time, and energy) in 
support of its mission. The fi -
nal presentation, the Member 
of the Year Award, is presented 
to the person who consistently 
demonstrates commitment to 
God, dedication to the church, 
and love for others. This award 
was presented to Lena Yvette 
Mitchell, a lifelong member of 
College Hill. Mitchell seemed 
very shocked when her name 
was called to receive this award. 

Saturday, February 14, 
2026, was a day we welcomed. 
We could not forget it because 
it was Valentine’s Day. Many 
spent time hanging out with 
loved ones. Many worked 
while others took a break from 
work. Many took time to re-
member their health while line 
dancing and donating blood. 

The Pete Brown Golf 
Course was a main attraction 
for blood donations last Sat-
urday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. That western section of 
Woodrow Wilson featured 
Aaron Honeysucker (King of 
Line Dance) who danced out-
side in public view with his 
line dance classes to many 
popular line dance tunes. Un-
der his leadership, those steps 
were right on time for the en-
tire four-hour blood drive. 

Parallel to the line dance 
station was another feature: 
the Mississippi Blood Servic-
es’ bus where donors entered, 
greeted by the staff , signed 
their names, and answered a 
series of questions pertaining 
to matters relevant to donat-
ing blood. Afterwards, the do-
nating process was explained 
prior to the procedure. Once 
the donations were complete, 
donors remained seated for at 
least fi ve minutes to be sure 
that there were no complica-
tions. Each donor received 
snacks and a t-shirt. Addition-
ally, a healthy meal awaited 
line dancers and blood donors 
on the grounds. 

Honeysucker commented 
that The City of Jackson; Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars (VFW 
Post 9832); Forever Young; 
CAMEZ & The Well; and 
Quest Fitness Clubs joined 
forces to make the Blood 

Drive a success. Also, All For 
One, Golden Key, Jes Move 
and CHIOF were line organi-
zations celebrating real love 
by donating blood, fellowship, 
and getting fi t. “We had 16 that 
were able to give blood and 4 
who are going to the Blood 
Bank to donate on Thursday 
of this week,” Honeysucker 
concluded. 

Onsite was Stephanie Sut-
ton (Marketing Representa-
tive of the West: Vicksburg, 
Jackson, Port Gibson, Merid-
ian, etc.). “The MBS supports 
local hospitals. One single 
donation could save up to 
three lives. Blood is provided 
for trauma and sickle cell pa-
tients. The Mobile Drive Unit, 
is a quick way to make dona-
tions in the community. It’s 
very important to keep blood 
on the shelf,” Sutton said.. 

Sutton further explained 
that she sees her job as not 
only a job, but a service that 
helps others. This service is 
provided for all ages. “There’s 
signifi cance of being in the 
space to work to serve the peo-
ple. This job has been wonder-
ful, and everybody is support-
ive in giving blood,” said the 
representative. 

In 1979, MBS was founded 
to manage the state’s blood 
supply. Blood donations are 
encouraged to ensure that pa-
tients in Mississippi and be-
yond have a safe and adequate 
supply of blood. MBS state-
of-the-art facility is open 24 
hours every day in Flowood 
and works with other blood 
centers across the nation. 

To learn more about Mis-
sissippi Blood Drives, email 
msblood.com or ssutton@
msblood.com; or call 601-757-
0865 or 888-90-BLOOD. 

A Celebration of 
Faith – An Evening of 
Recognition for the 

Love of Others

 “Show Your Love for 
Valentine’s Day Blood 

Drive” Advocates Health 
Through Line Dancing 
and Donating Blood

Pastor Jordan gives “State of the Church” address. 
Malena Dow served as moderator 

The Media Production Team received the Most Valuable Player Award 

Jonathan Colemant (L) preparing  to  present award to a tearful                                                                                                                     
Lena Yvette Mitchell as Pastor Jordan comforts her from the shock of 
being chosen as Member of the Year. 

Jackie Hampton bringing greetings to the Faith Based Forum attendees 

 Church member, Gail Gettis asking a question during the Q & A Session 

L-R: President Coleman, Blake Hansberry recipient of the Protégé 
Award & Pastor Jordan. PHOTOS BY CHRISTIANE THOMAS MCCARTY 

MS Blood Services Marketing Director, Stephanie Sutton (left) with 
staff member. 

Line dancing made fun with Aaron Honeysucker (top right) and 
merging line dancing organizations for blood giving. PHOTOS COUR-
TESY OF AARON HONEYSUCKER 

Line dancers enjoying popular tunes at Pete Brown Golf Course in 
Jackson. PHOTO BY JANICE NEAL VINCENT

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D. 
Contributing Writer

By Daphne Monix Higgins
Contributing Writer
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New Hope Baptist Church 
1555 Beasley Road  •  “Back In The Day” A Black History Celebration  •  Thursday, February 12, 2026

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON



Dear Editor/Publisher: 
Below  are excerpts from a letter 

I sent to various Mississippi State 
Representatives and State Senators 
on behalf of Mississippi Valley State 
University.  The full text of the letter 
has been reduced to meet the space re-
quirements of this newspaper.  I sent 
a cover email to the legislators  re-
questing their support in opposing any 
proposed performance-based funding 
formulas that would negatively impact 
Historically Black Colleges & Univer-
sities. (HBCU’s).   

My name is Joe McFadden, a na-
tive of Panther Burn, MS, located in 
Sharkey County.  I am a 1986 alumnus 
of Mississippi Valley State University 
and a 1992 alumnus of Mississippi 
State University.  Please allow me to 
preface this letter by saying that I val-
ue the education provided by all insti-
tutions of higher learning in the state.  
Through my children’s participation 
in school activities, I was privileged 
to visit almost every community and 
senior college in the state, as well as 
numerous private schools.  Our fam-
ily has attended and/or earned degrees 
from several of the institutions.      

I am compelled to share some con-

cerns I have about planned proposals 
that will forever change the trajecto-
ry of and access to higher education 
in Mississippi, if passed by the Mis-
sissippi State Legislature and imple-
mented by the Mississippi Institutions 
of Higher Learning (IHL).  

On December 10-11, 2025, I at-
tended hearings of the joint House 
and Senate Universities and Colleges 
Committees at the Mississippi State 
Capitol.  During the hearings, there 
was much discussion about chang-
ing the funding formula for the eight 
state-supported institutions of higher 
learning.  In short, a performance-
based formula would reward univer-
sities with highly technical fi elds of 
study (i.e., engineering and nursing) 
that produce graduates with much 
higher-than-average salaries and pe-
nalize universities for programs they 
do not and cannot off er.   The Mis-
sissippi IHL prohibits duplication of 
some programs at some universities.  
It should be noted that MVSU had a 
renowned nursing program that was 
taken away.  

The important caveat is that Mis-
sissippi Valley State University was 
founded as a teachers’ college to edu-
cate students in the Mississippi Delta 

and surrounding areas, to train educa-
tors, and to teach various trades to en-
hance workforce development.   

During the early 1980’s, MVSU lost 
approximately half of its academic 
programs due to state-mandated bud-
get cuts.  However, the state is more 
fi scally sound today.  Although the 
academic programs at MVSU have 
increased over the years, they pale in 
comparison to the programs that will 
be rewarded at other schools under a 
proposed funding formula.   

MVSU is the youngest HBCU in the 
state and nation.  However, because 
of historical underfunding, it has the 
oldest facilities of any state-supported 
college in the state.  Such disparities 
in funding negatively aff ect student 
recruitment, scholarships, faculty and 
staff  salaries, facilities, etc.   

As alumni, we remain committed to 
advocating for our cherished Universi-
ty because it continues to provide edu-
cation to many fi rst-generation college 
students, including myself.  It has al-
lowed many of us to receive a quality 
education and rewarding careers, thus 
breaking the chain of generational 
poverty.  The return on investment 
is evident in the quality of alumni 
that MVSU has produced.  We make 

meaningful contributions to society in 
vast fi elds, thus enabling us to become 
major tax producers contributing to 
local, state, and national economies. 

During the 1985-86 school year, I 
served as the MVSU Student Govern-
ment Association President.  Valley 
was targeted for closure due to state 
budget cuts.  Funding was so limited 
that University offi  cials served the 
lowest-cost foods in our cafeteria (i.e., 
Vienna sausages with breakfast food, 
as well as pork neckbones and chitter-
lings as meat options for dinner).  We 
went weeks without heat in our dormi-
tories during the winter due to a lack 
of funds to repair the heating system.  
Toiletries were rationed to students.  
After heavy rains, we had to wade 
across a street, due to an inadequate 
drainage system, to gain access to the 
cafeteria.  This might be hilarious to 
some, but it was our reality!   

Nonetheless, we remained steadfast, 
enduring the inconveniences because 
we valued the quality education we 
were receiving at Valley, and we be-
lieved in delayed gratifi cation.  I am 
eternally grateful for my alma mater, 
which continues to provide access to a 
quality education to so many.  Dr. Na-
thaniel Boclair, Sr., former Vice-Pres-

ident of Academic Aff airs and Interim 
President of Valley, reminded us dur-
ing our school closure crisis that the 
Latin defi nition of the word alma ma-
ter is “foster mother.”  Valley is/was 
truly our mother away from home.   

I respectfully request that the legis-
lature explore what fi nancial resourc-
es are available from the state to bring 
parity in funding to Valley.  We are 
not asking for a handout, but a hand 
up.   

In his book, “Up From a Cotton 
Patch”, our founding, President James 
Herbert White, stated that he “real-
ized that only a superior education 
could enlarge men’s freedom and cre-
ate in them, both black and white, a 
sense of human dignity, excellence, 
and economic and political security.” 

As a reminder to the entire Valley 
family and her many friends, let’s do 
what we can, individually and collec-
tively, to ensure that MVSU remains 
viable for untold future generations of 
students.  With the utmost respect for 
each of you, I remain, 

Yours truly, 
Joe L. McFadden 
MVSU 1986 
Former SGA President 

Nissan believes in 
the power of education.

Celebrating 
20 years of service 
in the Greater 
Jackson Area.
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Letter to the Editor/Publisher 

EDUCATION

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Health matters: 
mind, body
and soul.
From passed-down recipes to family cookouts, well-being 
starts with the culture that shaped us. AARP offers trusted 
information and community events to help you stay 
strong, healthy, and connected.

Live fuller at aarp.org/health

@aarp



You gotta start somewhere.
First, you crawled, then you 

toddled before you ran, which 
is exactly how most things 
are. There’s a foundation from 
which to spring, a base from 
which to jump, and you need 
to fi gure out how to best pro-
ceed so you can succeed. You 
gotta start somewhere, and in 
the new book “I’ll Make Me a 
World” by Jarvis R. Givens, it 
started with racism.

James McCune Smith was 
just fourteen years old the day 
New York passed its Eman-

cipation Act. Smith had been 
born into slavery but was offi  -
cially freed that July 4 of 1827. 
He later wrote about the cel-
ebration. He never forgot it.

Neither did those who 
learned of their freedom in 
Texas on June 19, 1865, or 
William Cooper Nell, who is 
credited with the fi rst Crispus 
Attucks Day. And yet, these 
were early parts of the founda-
tion of Black History Month.

In February 1926, pub-
lic school teacher Carter G. 
Woodson, in conjunction with 
the Association for the Study 
of Negro Life and History in 

Washington D.C., established 
the fi rst Negro History Week. 
Givens says that it was an en-
tirely political move, meant 
to call Americans. attention to 
black life and culture. Black 
newspapers picked up the 
story, and spread it around the 
country to Black readers and 
Black churches. By 1935, the 
Negro History Week was cele-
brated widely in Black schools 
and communities.

In the fall of 1975, esteemed 
members of the renamed As-
sociation for the Study of Af-
ro-American Life and History 
gathered in Atlanta to celebrate 

Woodson’s birthday and to 
change things up. With Amer-
ica’s bicentennial coming the 
following summer, and con-
sidering all that had happened 
since Negro History Week was 
founded, it seemed that a Black 
History Month was appropri-
ate. The members asked the 
White House for a proclama-
tion, but President Ford could 
only send a customary “presi-
dential message” because he 
didn’t have congressional sup-
port. Ford’s letter, says Givens, 
did not acknowledge historical 
suff ering.

It was not until 1986 that 

President Ronald Reagan is-
sued a proclamation for Black 
History Month...

Black History, says author 
Jarvis R. Givens, is much more 
than what has been written. So 
is “I’ll Make Me a World,” in 
that it’s considerably more than 
what its subtitle seems to off er.

That’s not necessarily a good 
thing.

Packed with a timeline that 
runs longer than a century on 
both sides, Givens includes so 
much Black history here that 
it becomes overwhelming at 
times. Readers are taken back 
to the 19th century quite often 

and, as such, it generally takes 
awhile to wind back to the hun-
dred year window that you’re 
expecting. That might not be a 
bad feature but strictly speak-
ing, this book is an abundance 
of history but not as much 
Black History Month history 
as it promises. More of the lat-
ter, slightly less of the former, 
would have made this book 
stellar.

As it is, though, it’s a worth-
while read, informative, and 
eye-opening, but just know 
what you’re getting. Do that, 
fi nd “I’ll Make Me a World,” 
and get started.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
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WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON’S SOUL, 
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN 
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE 
VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC 
ADULTS WANT TO HEAR! 

Paid for by friends of Zack Wallace

BOOK REVIEW:
I’LL MAKE ME A WORLD: THE 100I’LL MAKE ME A WORLD: THE 100--YEAR YEAR 
JOURNEY OF BLACK HISTORY MONTHJOURNEY OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH
BY JARVIS R. GIVENS
C.2026, HARPER
$24.99  •  256 PAGES

Paid for by friends of Zack Wallace
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Our school counselors are champions for students every single 
day, so during National School Counseling Week, we celebrated 
their selfl ess commitment with a special breakfast of appreciation. 
Counselors from across the district gathered for a time of gratitude 
and encouragement. Superintendent Dr. Mitchell Shears thanked 
them for the vital role they play in supporting student success and 
encouraged them to continue advocating for the academic, social, 
and emotional well being of every child we serve. We are grateful 
for the care and compassion our counselors show in our schools. 
Thank you for the diff erence you make in the lives of our students 
and families each day.

HINDS COUNTY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT WEEKLY UPDATE

SUNDAY
Worship Services

9 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. in person

Or you may worship with us via 
Facebook or our YouTube 

channel at CHMBC

Pastor
Chauncy L. Jordan

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master



RE-ELECT Bennie Thompson

“Defend Democracy”
VOTE MARCH 10TH, 2026VOTE MARCH 10TH, 2026

Paid for by Friends of 
Bennie Thompson

Email: bennie_thompson@bellsouth.net

Phone: (601) 866-9100 or 1 (800) 423-6643

Website: http://www.benniethompson.com

U.S. Congressman 
Bennie Thompson . . .
“Diversity does not divide 
us, it invites us to become 

more compassionate, more 
united, and more human”.
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