
Pilar Marerro, co-produc-
er of American Community 
Media’s Weekly National 
Briefi ngs served as mod-
erator for this briefi ng with 
three expert panelists and 
eighty media outlets. She 
reported that fi fteen immi-
grants have died in immi-
gration detention so far this 
year, ten of them between 
January and June, making 
that period the deadliest in 
recent history. Some of these 
deaths were suicides. Ad-
ditionally, more than 1,200 
people are allegedly missing 
from the infamous and con-
troversial Everglades facility 
dubbed “Alligator Alcatraz,” 
with families and attorneys 
unable to locate them.

Advocates report that chil-
dren are being subjected to 
prolonged detention under 
harmful conditions, and that 
reports of overcrowding, un-
sanitary facilities, and prob-
lems with food and health 
care access are multiplying. 
There are currently close to 
60,000 detainees, a record 
number, and the rapid ex-
pansion of arrests and deten-
tion, combined with dimin-
ishing transparency, signals 
a worsening situation for 
immigrants, most of whom 
have not been convicted of 
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Tuesday, October 7, the Ben-
nie G. Thompson Academic 
Complex at Tougaloo College 
served as the backdrop for a 
pivotal political forum featur-
ing fi ve of the seven candidates 
vying for the Senate District 26 
seat, left vacant when John Ho-
rhn assumed the role of Mayor 
for the City of Jackson. 

Sponsored in part by Missis-
sippi Votes (Tougaloo College 
Chapter), Mississippi Votes 
ACTION Fund (C4), Capitol 
Dreamers, Gamma Upsilon 
Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpa Fra-
ternity, Inc., and the Jackson 
(MS) Alumnae Chapter of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., the 
event aimed to amplify the voic-
es of college voters, refl ecting 
a growing engagement among 
young constituents. 

Candidates Jermaine Cooley, 
Theresa Kennedy, Kamesha 
Mumford, James Pittman, and 
Jeffery Stallworth presented 
their platforms and addressed 
pressing issues, from voter ac-
cess, youth retention to employ-
ment opportunities in Mississip-
pi. Although opinions differed 
on certain topics, common 
ground emerged on the impor-
tance of mental health resources 
and judicial reform, resonating 
deeply with the audience. 

The forum was moderated by 
Dr. Lawren Long, Interim Chair 
of the Political Science Depart-
ment and Director of the Public 
Policy Program at Tougaloo Col-
lege, who encouraged audience 

to maintain decorum and not 
respond to any of the candidates 
with applause or loud outbursts. 

Student engagement was on 
full display, as attendees posed 
insightful questions about cre-
ating sustainable pathways to 
good-paying jobs and ensur-
ing equitable access to mental 
health services. This vibrant 
exchange highlighted the urgent 
need for political representa-
tion that prioritizes the voices of 
younger generations, signaling a 
collective commitment to shap-
ing the future of Mississippi.  

The forum exemplifi ed the 
power of civic discourse in fos-
tering informed decision-mak-
ing in the upcoming electoral 
process. The two candidates that 
did not attend missed an oppor-
tunity to garner the student vote. 

We wanted to briefl y profi le 
the fi ve distinguished candidates 
that were present at the forum, 
each embodying a unique vision 
for the community. Full stories 
on each candidate will appear in 
the Mississippi Link, as the elec-
tion draws near. 

(In alphabetical order) 
J e r m a i n e 

Cooley, a local 
businessman, 
aims to stimu-
late economic 
growth through 
ent repreneur-
ship. He envi-
sions a future 
where small businesses thrive, 
providing jobs and resources 
for aspiring entrepreneurs in the 
district. 

Community Advocate The-

resa G. Kenne-
dy has devoted 
her career to 
c h a m pio n i n g 
u n d e r r e p r e -
sented voices. 
Her passion 
for grassroots 
activism has 
transformed neighborhoods, 
as she seeks to implement pro-
gressive policies that prioritize 
education and health care acces-
sibility. 

Attorney and 
Judge Kamesha 
Mumford bring 
a wealth of le-
gal experience, 
having served 
in various ca-

Sean “Diddy” Combs stood before 
the court, fl anked by his children’s 
pleas and his lawyers’ defenses, yet 
weighed down by a system that has 
never been even-handed with Black 
men. His sentence—50 months—
was neither the crushing 11 years 
prosecutors demanded nor the brief 
14 months his attorneys sought. But 
it was enough to remind America of 
a truth it has never faced squarely: 
even acquittal does not mean free-
dom when you are Black. 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
warned, “An injustice anywhere is 
an injustice everywhere.” That truth 
reverberates here. The injustice lies 
not in whether Combs harmed oth-
ers—he confessed to “disgusting, 
shameful, and sick” behavior—but 

in the court’s willingness to allow 
acquitted charges to shape his pun-
ishment. A jury of his peers declared 
him not guilty on racketeering and 
sex traffi cking charges, yet the judge 
permitted prosecutors to raise that 
conduct as if guilt had been estab-
lished. What does acquittal mean, if 
the shadow of it can still cage you? 

Combs’ violence toward women 
like Casandra “Cassie” Ventura and 
another, known as Jane, is undeni-
able, and his own words confi rm it. 
But justice becomes corrupted when 
it ignores the protections of the 
Constitution. The Fifth and Sixth 
Amendments promise freedom 
from double jeopardy and guarantee 
fair trials. To let acquitted conduct 
decide a man’s sentence hollows 
those rights. This is not just about 
Combs. It is about the dangerous era 
in which we now live. It is about an 

America under authoritarian rule, 
where ICE raids seize even citizens, 
where the Smithsonian’s Museum 
of African American History and 
Culture is threatened, where diver-
sity is stripped from institutions, 
Black women are fi red in alarming 
numbers, and social safety nets and 
affordable healthcare are being dis-
mantled. 

And it is about the contrast. A 
Trump ally and megachurch pastor 
who admitted to sexually abusing a 
12-year-old girl will serve only six 
months. A former state senator who 
confessed to buying sex from mi-
nor boys overseas negotiated a plea. 
Other men in Trump’s orbit face al-
legations as damning as Combs’, yet 
they walk free or with little conse-
quence. The color of their skin and 
their political connections protect 
them in ways no wealth or fame 

could protect Combs. Judge Arun 
Subramanian told Combs, “A his-
tory of good works can’t wash away 
the record in this case. You abused 
these women.” But Combs’s attor-
neys reminded the court that he built 
something rare, a Black-owned la-
bel, clothing lines, and schools that 
lifted others as he rose. They said 
his success showed generations of 
young people that they could own 
their future. The judge listened but 
dismissed the weight of those lega-
cies. 

In that courtroom, Combs’ chil-
dren begged for mercy. “He is 
my hero,” said Christian Combs. 
“Please give us grace.” Their tears 
revealed a deeper wound—the strip-
ping apart of yet another Black fam-
ily by both a father’s failings and a 
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Since its origin, time has 
moved swiftly for Judah School 
of Performing Arts (731 S Pear 
Orchard Rd, Ste 30, Ridgeland, 
MS). The Christian, artistic 
school sets out to cultivate, 
channel, and train students to 
hone their skills while demon-
strating the excellent glory of 
God. Last Saturday brought that 
reality into existence during 
the school’s celebration of nine 
years. The well-attended event, 
fi lled with merriment, occurred 
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 
drew many adults, youth, and 
children. 

Attendees visited vendors 
who welcomed their presence. 
Food, clothes, candles, hair 
products, Italian ice, and other 
items were sold. A bounce house 
was even available for children 
to energize their strength.   

While showcasing their skills 
via performance, students gave 
parents, other supporters, and 
curiosity seekers a glimpse of 
the learning atmosphere at Ju-
dah. Children attended free 
dance and music trial classes 
with live demonstrations that 
targeted their “feel” for art-

forms that are being offered 
through 2026. Venturing was a 
notable component displayed by 
the children.  

Maya Kyles, a music ma-
jor (Jackson State University), 
taught students how to play 
several tunes on the drums. Her 
step-by-step approach put the 

students at ease and enabled 
them to venture without pres-
sure. Kyles also demonstrated 
strokes to use for right-handed 
students and left-handed stu-
dents.  

Face painting, the art of deco-
rating a person’s face with tem-
porary paints, is popular for 

children who attend parties and 
other social gatherings. Appro-
priate for Judah’s celebration, 
when done correctly, it presents 
a professional appeal. Melody 
Jones did face painting as chil-
dren accompanied by adults 
stood in line. Facial sketches 
were displayed for children to 

make their choices. The art-
ist chose the right supplies and 
stroked the right face painting 
techniques.  

Participants gave the school 
high marks for time invested 
at Judah. “I think this is a very 
nice event. “We need more 
events like this for the area, see-
ing that crime is going on, and 
the children basically don’t have 
an outlet,” said Jaylon Arnold 
whose goddaughter attended 
with him. 

Jordan Brooks has been a stu-
dent at Judah for many years. 
He commented, “My experi-
ence at Judah has been extreme-
ly entertaining. There’s a lot to 
learn and do at Judah, and just 
like everything else, it’s tough. 
The family you gain, however, 
makes it worth it.”  

Formerly from Greenville and 
now a Jackson resident, Quane-
sia Anderson commented, “I 
saw an ad on Facebook about 
today’s event. I’m getting a feel 
of Judah School of Performing 
Arts. I’ve observed the care that 
I’ve seen here, and I like it. My 
daughter, Summer, will [soon] 
be four, and she’s in the hip hop 
class. She’s shy today, but it 
doesn’t take her long to adapt to 

the environment.” 
Students range from twelve 

months to eighteen years at the 
school. Registration – for class-
es that have started this week– 
continues through November 
2025. Shanna Watson, who 
worked the registration table, 
indicated that students desiring 
to participate in the February 
2026 recital have until the end 
of October of this year to reg-
ister.  

The Director/Owner of Ju-
dah School of Performing Arts 
is Amber Jones. She and her 
team have seen many students 
enhance their skills beyond 
measure over the years. Also, 
the team has witnessed many 
adults’ eyes glitter with ap-
proval at their children and 
grandchildren’s startling devel-
opmental stages. The school has 
performed and received stand-
ing ovations at Jackson Medical 
Mall; Disney World; New York 
City; McDonald’s Gospel Fest; 
Jackson City Hall; Thalia Mara 
Hall; Smith Robertson Muse-
um; and several Tree Lighting 
Ceremonies. 

For further inquiry, call 769-
257-0330, or visit https://www.
judahschool.com. 
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Judah School of Performing Arts celebrates 
nine years and gives back to the community
By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer

Amber Jones - Director/Owner of Judah School of Per-
forming Arts marvels at skill development that has im-
pacted the lives of Judah’s children and youth.      PHO-
TOS, COURTESY OF AMBER JONES

Registration is essential for children and youth at 
Judah School of Performing Arts



any crime.
The fi rst panelist, Heather Hogan, Policy 

and Practice Counsel, at American Immigra-
tion Lawyers Association (AILA). Hogan 
indicated that “the government is taking 
signifi cant actions in immigration enforce-
ment that will have long-term consequences 
for individuals, their families and American 
society as a whole… I’ve talked to hundreds 
of detained asylum seekers, and I was fre-
quently struck by how they’re treated like 
incarcerated criminals, despite many having 
no criminal record. I can describe a typical 
day, starting for an asylum seeker with an ex-
tremely early wake up, as early as 3:30AM, 
and by the time I talked to them they were 
tired, they were hungry -this is a really im-
portant- you know, life-altering interview to 
determine if they potentially qualifi ed for a 
hearing in front of an immigration judge.

Here they are seeking asylum, most with 
no criminal record, yet housed in a prison in 
orange jumpsuits and shackled at the wrists 
and ankles. So, the system is extremely de-
humanizing and mocking detainees and re-
ferring to them as bodies are common ex-
amples. It’s no surprise that in detention, 
especially prolonged detention, it causes 
widespread mental health issues. Most asy-
lum seekers, frankly, already have had really 
traumatizing experiences before they ever 
come to the U.S. - detention then exacerbates 
their trauma.”

R. Andrew Free is an Atlanta-based lawyer 
and founded the hashtag #DetentionKills. 
“I’ve been working with families and com-
munities in responding to deaths in ICE cus-
tody since May of 2017. That’s when I was 
contacted by the immigration lawyer of Gene 
Jimenez, who died at the Stewart Detention 
Center (Lumpkin, GA) by suicide. The Stew-

art Detention Center is the deadliest facility 
in the United States for the last eight fi scal 
years. I’m just going to talk to you very brief-
ly about where we are in terms of morbidity 
and mortality and ICE custody this year. I’ve 
moved out of the active practice of immigra-
tion law and civil rights law into journal-
ism, and I now write stories about this, and 
I spend a lot of time helping other journal-
ists and publications report out stories about 
this. It’s the deadliest year in ICE detention 
since COVID. At the end of the fi scal year, 
which ended last week, we had 22 deaths in 
ICE custody. That’s the second highest level 
ever on record, exceeded only by deaths in 
custody in fi scal year 2004. 

The largest number of deaths happened at 
the Krome North Detention Center in Mi-
ami, it’s particularly overcrowded and un-
derstaffed. We’ve had women sleeping in 
buses in the parking lot and people dying as 
a consequence. Texas was the second largest. 
In FY25, the average daily detention popu-
lation was 61,000. The VERA Institute has 
released information detailing 437 active de-
tention facilities, with another 961 facilities 
labeled as inactive.”

There are numerous facilities located or 
being used by DHS/ICE in Mississippi, in-
cluding the Madison County Jail, Jackson 
MS Hold Room in Pearl, Adams County De-
tention Center in Natchez, and the Hancock 
County Public Safety Complex in Bay St. 
Louis. These facilities are often used for 24-
hour holds, with nightly populations ranging 
from 8 in Pearl to 2,206 in Natchez, per The 
VERA Institute.

In responding to questions from media 
outlets, panelists shared that it is important 
to remember that people are fl eeing to the 
United States for safety, and then some are 

being held in solitary confi nement, which 
the United Nations labels as torture. “The 
difference now with detention is that cruelty 
is the point, the goal encouraged by the gov-
ernment, whereas in the past human rights 
and the rule of law were priorities,” per the 
panelists.

Free also indicted that “ICE only lists 
about 180 facilities, the last time he checked. 
So, there are a bunch of shadow sites. We 
would call these black sites, if it were any 
other country. 

The nature of these sites is also particu-
larly troubling because, when you’re not in 
a detention facility with a statistical report-
ing system, you’re probably also not in the 
ICE Detainee Locator.  That is what my col-
leagues have referred to as the consequence 
of enforced disappearances.”

The fi nal panelist, Attorney Yannick Gill, 
with Human Rights First - an independent 
advocacy organization which challenges 
America to live up to its ideals – discussed 
not only the conditions surrounding access 
to detention centers, but the continued rise 
in the use of third-party country agreements. 
“We are seeing rampant human rights viola-
tions; inhumane, unnecessary and unlawful 
conditions of migrants and asylum seekers. 
Our reports cite evidence of medical neglect, 
physical and psychological mistreatment, 
and denial of legal counsel. All are uncon-
stitutional.” Yannick added that currently the 
United States has agreements with Venezu-
ela, Cuba, Costa Rica, Haiti, Ghana, Eswa-
tini, Rwanda, and Sudan, for the deportation 
of immigrants.

The entire one-hour briefi ng can be viewed 
at https://americancommunitymedia.org/
media-briefi ngs/deaths-disappearances-and-
danger-in-immigrant-detention/. 

system designed to punish him beyond 
his crimes. Combs is not innocent. He 
is not absolved. But this sentence—de-
livered in a courtroom where acquittal 
carried no weight—stands as another 
warning. When the law bends itself 
to cage even those it found not guilty, 
when fairness itself becomes condi-
tional, every Black man in America 
should see the truth: injustice any-
where is indeed injustice everywhere. 

Detention
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pacities within the judicial system. Her 
commitment to justice and equity has 
made her a respected fi gure among 
constituents. Her passion and com-
mitment to improving the lives of the 
citizens in District 26 and beyond is 
evident in her ability to connect with 
and relate to everyday Mississippians.  

James E. Pittman, a 
former educator, em-
phasizes the impor-
tance of investment 
in education. With 
a focus on equitable 
funding and resourc-
es, he aims to ensure 
that every student 
has access to quality learning oppor-
tunities. 

Pastor Jeffery Stall-
worth, a dedicated 
community leader, 
draws upon his ex-
tensive experience 
in faith-based initia-
tives. His platform 
emphasizes moral 
integrity and social 
responsibility, advocating for policies 
that uplift local families and foster 
community cohesion. 

Forum
Continued from page 1

Pittman

Stallworth
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Central Community Church of 
God (2305 St. Charles St, Jack-
son, MS) is a pillar in the Jackson 
Metro area. Parishioners have es-
tablished and maintained “fam-
ily” and “community” bonds for 
fi ve decades. In that regard, they 
celebrated three days (October 
3rd – 5th) of love, commitment, 
and to honor God Almighty, wor-
ship with families and friends.

The Church remembered and 
shared its humble beginnings. 
According to Mary Taylor Knott, 
an original and sustaining mem-
ber, many believed that the Holy 
Spirit was calling for a Church 
of God to fellowship in the City 
of Jackson. Mary Z. Taylor and 
Eulalia Boston had a burden and 
appealed to God through prayer 
and consolation that their chil-
dren and families would worship 
together in one dwelling. Nation-
al Church leaders – Dr. Robert 
Culp of The First Church of God 
in Toledo, Ohio and Forrest Rob-
insin- conducted Bible School 
Classes. Several meetings were 
held, and ultimately, the Church 
landed across time on its present 
site.

The Church held onto the 
theme, “Building on our Past, 
Present and Future with Excel-
lence,” a theme that summarizes 
Hebrews 12: 1-2. Encompassed 
within these verses is determina-
tion to remain steadfast in Jesus’ 
teachings, regardless of circum-
stances. The following events 
occurred during the three-day 
period: a memorial service of 
members who transitioned to the 
Great Beyond; a welcome recep-
tion that included “Living Wit-
ness Testimonies;” and Sunday 
Worship.

The culmination of activities 
resulted in the worship service 
led by Dr. Ena K. Scott, Sunday, 
October 5th. Praise and wor-
ship induced several speeches 
and songs by the Praise Team, 
Central’s former choir members, 
and Vickey Smith of Anderson, 
Indiana. The love of God was 
exemplifi ed and held the gath-
erers spellbound. Joseph Larry 
mentioned in his welcome ad-
dress, “We honor every member 

who walked this path with us, 
and we thank each of you for be-
ing here today.” The Rev. Robert 
Williams explained to Central’s 

members that they were being 
celebrated because of their faith-
fulness to God. He opined that 
they had impacted the commu-

nity for 50 years.
Sanford Knott – a found-

ing member – refl ected that the 
Church was inspirational, caring, 

protective, and supportive of him 
and the other youth during his 
growing years. He recalled the 
Christian programs and National 

Youth Conventions.  He recalled 
how members recommended 
that they go to school and own 
their own businesses. “We had 
some wonderful counselors,” he 
claimed. 

The speaker for the hour was 
introduced and presented by Pas-
tor Calvin D. Waddy, Jr., Cen-
tral’s shepherd. “For more than 
40 years, we have walked togeth-
er…we share a heart. His love 
for God and his steadfast faith 
defi nes him,” he said of the Rev. 
Handel Smith.

Smith stood before attendees 
and challenged them with a two-
word theme: “Stay Connected.” 
Emphasizing John 15:1-8, he 
warned that God is a reminder 
that the Church must “be con-
nected vertically and horizon-
tally.” He continued, “We look 
good from the outside, but are we 
connected?” 

That rhetorical question led 
Smith into explaining the text.  
He asserted that God is the 
seeker of spirit-led lives that are 
connected to the vine and con-
nected to each other. He specifi ed 
the signifi cance of relationship 
building from God’s perspective.  
“Some of you are the approval 
vine people, the bank account 
people. [You portray] something 
that is good, but it’s false,” he 
claimed. 

He then urged the listeners to 
learn to face reality. This can be 
done by (1) not being false vines; 
(2) not allowing people to invite 
them into their storms; (3) not 
wallowing in a valley of shame; 
and (4) including God in their 
lives. Of these, Smith concluded 
that the Church must depend on 
God. “We can do more at Cen-
tral. Help us, God, to invite the 
community and change them 
to know about Jesus. Exercise 
love, justice, and longsuffering.” 
Hence, leaning on God means 
that “He will help the Church in 
more ways than they can imag-
ine.” 

Dorris Braddy extended heart-
felt thanks to Central Commu-
nity Church of God’s well-wish-
ers, team members, and Church 
members. “I’m just overjoyed. 
This has been a wonderful cel-
ebration,” she stated. 

A high school education is 
a step toward success, but one 
that thousands of people across 
the state of Mississippi are not 
able to achieve during the tra-
ditional age timeline. For those 
individuals, high school equiva-
lency programs, known to many 
as the GED or HiSet, are avail-
able and advocates are ready to 
serve. 

The Mississippi Associa-
tion of Adult and Community 
Education (MAACE) recently 
elected Daphne Monix Higgins 
as its newest president of the or-
ganization’s Board of Directors, 
to serve as the spokesperson for 
those assisting individuals look-
ing for an alternative route to 
educational opportunities. 

MAACE is comprised of all 
Mississippi’s community col-
leges and community educa-
tional centers that provide adult 
education opportunities to those 
seeking to receive their high 
school equivalency and/or par-
ticipate in career development 

programs, through a partner-
ship with the Mississippi Com-
munity College Board.  

Higgins, the fi rst African 
American and female to serve 
in this role, is an employee of 
Holmes Community College. 
Not only will she serve as the 
spokesperson for MAACE, but 
will help to provide leadership 
to the board, preside over meet-
ings, guide the organization’s 

strategic planning, ensure the 
board fulfi lls its governance 
and fi duciary responsibilities, 
and appoint committees. 

Higgins’ road to this posi-
tion began while working as a 
contractor for Holmes’ Work-
force Development program. 
She was approached by the 
then newly named District Di-
rector of Adult Education/HSE 
WIOA Director, Earline Russell 

Smith, to teach an adult educa-
tion class. Reluctant at fi rst, she 
fi nally agreed in 2017 and years 
later, now serves as the lead In-
structor for Holmes’ Adult Edu-
cation Program. 

“I really didn’t think the 
classroom was for me and then 
to work with a population that 
has no age limits. I really didn’t 
know what to expect. I clearly 
understand it all now. God was 

preparing me for this. I fi nd my-
self relating to each of my stu-
dents in ways that even surprise 
them. Because of the student - 
teacher, sometimes silly but all 
times professional relationship 
that exists within our program, 
my students are generally happy 
to come to class, participate and 
eventually graduate. It is my 
goal to build a similar relation-
ship with advocates across the 
state,” said Higgins. 

Higgins said all of the Missis-
sippi programs are unique with 
their learning presentations. 
Barriers may vary from loca-
tion to location, but each AE 
program is prepared to assist 
the students to help them reach 
success. Due to the dedicated 
instructors and the students’ 
determination to obtain his/her 
high school equivalency (di-
ploma), Mississippi is a leading 
force in adult education. 

Prior to being elected to her 
current post, in 2022, Higgins 
was chosen to serve as a State 
Advocate for Adult Education 

Fellow (SAAEF) for Mississippi 
during the second cohort of the 
Coalition of Adult and Basic 
Education (COABE). Again, as 
a Mississippian serving in the 
role of fi rst of her race in this na-
tional program, Higgins served 
in COABE with 53 other fellows 
across the country focusing on 
the development of leadership, 
advocacy skills, and research 
capacity, all while building a 
network of infl uence for adult 
educators, educational staff, 
and/or administrators. The 
purpose of this fellowship is to 
help build a robust network of 
leaders and advocates focused 
on the advancement of adult lit-
eracy across the country. 

Smith expressed her pride 
in Higgins adding, “Daphne 
brings a high level of enthusi-
asm to our program, has added a 
stronger perspective on meeting 
those who lead our state, and 
is now paving a stronger path 
as the leader of MAACE. We 
are excited about what this year 
holds.” 

Central Community Church of God 
celebrates 50 years of excellence 

Rev. Handel Smith of Anderson, IL, charged listeners to refrain from deviating 
from God.

The Praise Team ignites the service.

Sanford Knott, a founding member of Central Church of God,  
recalls the days of his growing years. He was inspired to 
press forward.

Pastor Calvin  D. Waddy, Jr., glowingly introduces Rev. Handel  Smith, keynote 
speaker as a man of God. PHOTOS BY JANICE NEAL-VINCENT 

Doris Braddy expresses delight in being overwhelmed by 
the 3-day 50th Anniversary of  Central Community Church of 
God. 

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer 

From Fellow to President

 Daphne Higgins  Earline Russell Smith

Special to The Mississippi Link
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This Article was published in 
partnership with The Marshall 
Project, a  nonprofi t news team 
covering Mississippi’s crimi-
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Amid a decade-long court 
battle, control of Hinds Coun-
ty’s Raymond Detention Cen-
ter — severely understaffed 
and rife with violence, dys-
function and inhumane con-
ditions — is now under the 
control of a court-appointed 
administrator. 

Wendell M. France Sr., the 
receiver appointed by a fed-
eral judge, took the helm of 
the long-embattled facility Oc-
tober 1. France is in charge of 
the jail’s budget, personnel and 
day-to-day operations.  He is a 
public safety consultant and a 
former assistant jail warden of 
the Baltimore Central Booking 
and Intake Center.

France and his team are pro-
hibited by the judge from mak-
ing public statements.

The change was ordered 
nearly three years ago but was 
delayed by the county’s appeal 

of the scope of France’s duties. 
France will oversee a jail that 
has gotten worse during that 
time, according to court-ap-
pointed monitors. There have 
been at least six deaths this 
year, including a homicide, a 
drug overdose and another sus-
pected drug overdose. 

The facility has physically 
deteriorated as well. In one 
unit, almost all of the windows 
are broken out. Nearly half of 
the facility’s cameras are inop-
erable. And incarcerated peo-
ple are sleeping on the fl oors, 
according to people formerly 

detained there and the latest 
monitoring report.

“The complete shock, as far 
as the conditions, was mind-
blowing,” said Tedrick Fran-
cois, who spent two weeks 
this summer detained in the 
jail after being charged with 
attempting to deposit checks 
more than once. “I’ve been to 
a few county jails, and by far, 
Raymond… is the worst.”

Francois rattled off a list of 
issues, many of which have 
been documented over the 
years in reports written by a 
court-appointed monitoring 

team: severe understaffi ng, 
violence, drugs and detainees 
who control the facility. 

The biggest, and one of 
the most persistent, concerns 
raised by monitors in August 
at a federal court hearing was 
the jail’s understaffi ng, which 
monitor Elizabeth Simpson 
said led to a lack of safety. 

“There just aren’t suffi cient 
staff to supervise the build-
ing,” she said at the hearing.

The county entered this re-
ceivership after the Department 
of Justice fi led a lawsuit in 2016 
following its investigation into 

the county’s detention facili-
ties. The department found nu-
merous violations of detainees’ 
rights to due process and pro-
tection from cruel and unusual 
punishment. The department 
cited understaffi ng, violence, a 
steady fl ow of contraband and 
poor record-keeping that led to 
people being detained past their 
release dates. The other facili-
ties have been closed or brought 
into compliance, except for the 
Raymond Detention Center.

Although both parties agreed 
to fi x the constitutional viola-
tions in a court-approved con-
sent decree, the county failed 
to comply with many parts of 
the agreement. U.S. District 
Court Judge Carlton Reeves 
held the county in contempt 
of court twice in 2022, before 
ordering the receivership now 
held by France.

Imposing a receivership is 
one of the most extreme mea-
sures that can be taken to cor-
rect constitutional violations, 
aside from shutting down a fa-
cility. It’s only happened about 
a dozen times in U.S. prisons 
and jails. There are two active 
receiverships over California 
prisons’ medical and mental 
health care systems, and an-
other has been imposed in New 

York, pending the appointment 
of a receiver. 

The court-enforced monitor-
ing provides a rare look into 
the operations of a county jail 
in a state where there is no in-
spection or regulation of cor-
rectional facilities. 

“In the absence of any kinds 
of checks and balances on the 
jail, or some kind of external 
oversight, then the only thing 
you’ve got is the courts,” said 
Michele Deitch, a distinguished 
senior lecturer at The Universi-
ty of Texas at Austin who runs 
the National Resource Center 
for Correctional Oversight. 
“That’s why it’s come to this.” 

The county has made chang-
es. It closed one housing unit 
deemed dangerous and reduced 
the population of the 594-bed 
facility to about 400. The Hinds 
County Board of Supervisors 
approved the sheriff’s request 
for pay raises to attract and 
retain detention offi cers. And 
some of the physical issues, 
such as faulty locks, will be 
in the past once detainees are 
moved into a $125 million facil-
ity that the county is building. 
It’s scheduled to be completed 
in 2028, but some detainees 
may be moved in as early as 
next year.

The mother of a 25-year-old 
Black man who was fatally shot 
by police is suing the offi cers in-
volved, the Mississippi Capitol 
Police and the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Public Safety, among oth-
ers. 

Arkela Lewis’ son, Jaylen Lew-
is, was shot by Capitol Police dur-
ing a traffi c stop on Sept. 25, 2022. 
Two offi cers involved, Stephen 
Frederick and Michael Rhinewalt, 
were indicted for manslaughter 
in March. Both have entered not 
guilty pleas and are no longer em-
ployed with DPS. 

According to the lawsuit, Fred-
erick, Rhinewalt and other Capitol 
Police offi cers were conducting a 
drug operation when they pulled 
Lewis over. He reversed his car 
into a police vehicle, and offi cers 
opened fi re. 

“Jaylen (did not) brandish a 
weapon, reach for a weapon, make 
any violent gestures, threaten any-
one or otherwise take any actions 
that could reasonably be perceived 
as endangering offi cers,” the law-
suit says. 

Arkela Lewis, who has spoken 
out against Capitol Police, is ask-

ing the court to force DPS and 
Capitol Police to adopt a policy 
that would “prevent future instanc-
es of the type of misconduct” that 
led to her son’s death. 

She is also seeking compensa-
tion for emotional damages. 

“The Mississippi Department 
of Public Safety is aware of the 
lawsuit and does not comment on 
pending litigation,” Bailey Martin, 
a spokesperson for the department, 
wrote in a statement. 

Rhinewalt and another Capitol 
Police offi cer are also being sued 
by another woman, Sherita Har-
ris, who says she was shot in the 
head by Rhinewalt during a pur-
suit after a traffi c stop, also in 
2022. 

The offi cers have said the car 
Harris was in fl ed after they exited 
their patrol vehicle, and they heard 
gunshots from the car as they gave 
chase, according to court records. 

Two offi cers involved in that 
shooting, including Rhinewalt, 
have been indicted on aggravated 
assault charges. They have both 
pleaded not guilty. 

The Associated Press made mul-
tiple attempts to reach Rhinewalt 
and Frederick, but did not immedi-
ately receive a response. 

A Democratic civil rights attorney 
who has advocated for better treatment 
of prisoners and testifi ed against Mis-
sissippi’s diversity, equity and inclusion 
ban said Thursday that he is running for 
Congress. 

Cliff Johnson, director of the MacAr-
thur Justice Center at the University of 
Mississippi School of Law, said he is 
seeking the northern Mississippi seat 
held by Republican Rep. Trent Kelly, 
who has indicated that he is seeking re-
election. 

In his announcement video, Johnson 
criticized cuts to health care and policies 
that he said favor the wealthy and corpo-
rations, not working-class families. He 
also condemned politicians across the 
political spectrum, casting himself as a 
Democrat who isn’t afraid to push back 
against the party establishment. 

“Who’s fault is that?” Johnson said 
after listing issues facing the country. 
“Democrats, Republicans, independents 
who are more interested in maintaining 
the status quo and keeping us divided 
than living the values we all were taught.” 

Kelly, a supporter of President Donald 
Trump, has held the seat since securing it 
during a special election runoff in 2015. 
He fi led a statement of candidacy with 
the Federal Election Commission indi-
cating his intention to run for reelection. 

Kelly has practiced law privately and 
as a district attorney. He spent 39 years 
in the Mississippi Army National Guard 
and serves on the House committees for 
armed services, agriculture and intelli-
gence. 

Kelly’s offi ce did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment. 

Johnson’s candidacy comes at a time 
when Democrats are looking to gain 
ground in a state controlled almost exclu-
sively by Republicans. 

On Thursday, the Democratic National 
Committee announced it is investing in 

the Mississippi Democratic Party ahead 
of elections in 2025 and 2026. 

Republican Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith 
is also facing Democratic challengers in 
2026, including Scott Colom, a Demo-

cratic district attorney. 
Democrats have come close to win-

ning powerful Mississippi offi ces in re-
cent years, narrowly losing the 2023 gov-
ernor’s race. 
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Former President Barack 
Obama has stepped back into 
the political arena, delivering 
some of his sharpest critiques 
yet of President Donald Trump 
as the Democratic Party strug-
gles through one of its weakest 
moments in modern history. 
With the party’s leadership 
approval at historic lows and 
its ties to Black-owned media 
nearly nonexistent, Obama’s 
renewed visibility has exposed 
both the vacuum and the disil-
lusionment threatening to frac-
ture the Democratic coalition. 

In recent weeks, Obama has 
spoken out against Trump’s au-
thoritarian-style intimidation 
of universities and the admin-
istration’s crackdown on the 
press, declaring that America 
must “resist being intimidated” 
and warning that protecting 
democratic values may require 
“sacrifi ce.” At Hamilton Col-
lege, he admonished Trump’s 
White House for suspending 
security clearances and cancel-
ing contracts with law fi rms 
and schools tied to perceived 
political rivals. “That kind of 
behavior is contrary to the ba-
sic compact we have as Ameri-
cans,” Obama said. “Imagine if 
I had done any of this.” Days 
later, he took to social media 
to denounce media companies 
for capitulating to Trump’s 
threats. “After years of com-

plaining about cancel culture, 
the current administration has 
taken it to a new and danger-
ous level,” Obama wrote, urg-
ing journalists and networks to 
“get a spine” and stand up for 
free speech. 

Late in September at Lon-
don’s O2 Arena, Obama ex-

panded his message beyond 
immediate politics, telling a 
packed crowd that true leader-
ship means constant vigilance 
and the courage to “show up 
and speak out even when it’s 
uncomfortable.” He cautioned 
against complacency, arguing 
that progressives had grown 

“smug” and unprepared for 
the rise of authoritarianism. 
“True democracy is a project 
much bigger than any one of 
us,” he said. “It’s a job for all 
of us.” Obama’s renewed ac-
tivism comes at a time when 
his party’s base has grown 
increasingly restless. A Pew 
Research survey found that 59 
percent of Democrats disap-
prove of their party’s leader-
ship—the highest level of dis-
satisfaction since the question 
was fi rst asked more than a 
decade ago. Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer’s ap-
proval among Democrats has 
collapsed to 35 percent, while 
House Minority Leader Ha-
keem Jeffries remains little 
known to nearly four in ten 
Democratic voters. 

That lack of visibility and 
engagement has been felt most 
acutely within the Black com-
munity. At the Black Press of 
America’s annual Leadership 
Awards, where Jeffries and 
Congressional Black Caucus 
Chair Yvette Clarke were to 
be honored, anticipation fi lled 
a packed ballroom. But neither 
showed up. 

Civil rights attorney Ben 
Crump pledged $50,000 to sup-
port the struggling Black Press, 
urging others to follow suit. 
“Typical of Democrats,” one 
attendee said afterward. “They 
don’t spend money with us. 
They don’t show up. And then 
they expect us to deliver their 

message for free.” The snub, 
just 18 months before the Black 
Press’s bicentennial, struck a 
nerve among publishers who 
have covered every chapter of 
America’s freedom struggle—
from emancipation to civil 
rights—without the fi nancial 
support they deserve. “Our an-
cestors built this press through 
every trial in this country,” said 
one Black publisher after the 
event. “The least Hakeem Jef-
fries could do was show up.” 

Obama’s reemergence has 
not gone unnoticed by voters 
or by Trump. During a recent 
Navy celebration in Virginia, 
Trump attempted to incite 
the crowd to boo Obama, but 
the attempt backfi red. As he 
invoked “Barack Hussein 
Obama,” the crowd met him 
with dead silence. Meanwhile, 
polls show that Obama re-
mains the most admired living 
president. A Marquette Law 
School survey found Obama 
with a +17 net favorability, 
compared with Trump’s -15 
and Joe Biden’s -24. Even so, 
Obama’s return to the spotlight 
underscores a sobering truth: 
the Democratic Party, battered 
by infi ghting and a failure to 
connect with its own base, still 
lacks a clear, trusted voice. 
Obama’s critiques of Trump’s 
policies—whether over health-
care rollbacks or media sup-
pression—stand in contrast to 
the muted response from cur-
rent Democratic leaders, who 

have failed to mobilize voters 
around issues that once defi ned 
their moral compass. 

Trump’s efforts to dismantle 
the Affordable Care Act have 
revived Obama’s signature 
policy as the centerpiece of a 
national political showdown. 
Democrats, scrambling to ex-
tend ACA subsidies that prevent 
premiums from skyrocketing, 
have tried to make healthcare 
their rallying cry again—but 
without strong, unifi ed leader-
ship, the message has struggled 
to resonate. For all his mea-
sured tone, Obama’s message 
has sharpened into something 
closer to alarm. He warns that 
complacency, even within his 
own party, has opened the door 
to authoritarianism. “Progres-
sives assumed our trajectory 
would bend inevitably toward 
progress,” he told the audience 
at the O2. “That complacency 
left us unprepared.” As Trump 
wields federal power to punish 
dissent, the former president’s 
words carry the weight of both 
warning and legacy. But even as 
Obama reasserts his infl uence, 
the party he once led remains 
uncertain and divided—still 
ignoring the independent Black 
media that carried it through 
generations and still searching 
for leadership that matches the 
gravity of this moment. Obama 
may have left offi ce eight years 
ago, but in 2025, he appears to 
be the last Democrat still lead-
ing. 

Democrats and Republicans 
are both pointing fi ngers, say-
ing the shutdown is the other 
party’s fault. The government 
shutdown means that money has 
stopped fl owing, and there is no 
continuing resolution to contin-
ue the funding for the govern-
ment. Republicans are in charge 
of the House, Senate, and White 
House and do not want to open 
borders or focus on healthcare 
to expand the Affordable Care 
Act, also known as Obamacare. 
Firings are expected after an 
Offi ce of Management and Bud-
get memo during this shutdown, 

with no end in sight. House 
Minority Leader Hakeem Jef-
fries went on social media after 
midnight, saying, “Democrats 
are on duty, ready to sit down 
with anyone, any time, and at 
any place to reopen the federal 
government and pass a spending 
agreement that meets the needs 
of the American people.”

However, Jeffries chastises 
Republicans, saying they are 
not a “credible partner” right 
now. He goes on to say,” We 
will not support a partisan re-
publican spending bill that guts 
the healthcare of the American 
people. Not now! Not ever! In 
a statement, the Congressio-

nal Black Caucus emphasized” 
Today, our country is facing a 
crisis entirely of the Republican 
Party’s making and, unfortu-
nately, Black communities will 
be forced to bear the brunt of 
their political games.” During 
the 2018-2019 shutdown, the 
longest government shutdown 
in the nation’s history, the Postal 
Service, Medicare, and Social 
Security payments continued. 
Still, according to reports, some 
SSA services could be impacted 
during this shutdown. Federal 
courts, border security, disaster 
aid, banks, air traffi c control, 
federal law-enforcement agen-
cies, prison staff, the Secret 

Service, and the Coast Guard 
remain open.

Due to the shutdown, the 
National Museum of African 
American History and Culture 
posted on Instagram that it will 
remain open until October 6th, 
using existing funding to stay 
open until Monday. When it 
comes to airports, TSA agents 
are working without pay. How-
ever, once the government re-
opens and funding is fl owing, 
TSA workers will receive their 
pay retroactively. Also, the na-
tion’s veterans will receive 
health insurance during the 
shutdown from Veterans Af-
fairs.

The doors of opportunity re-
main locked for too many. A 
new LendingTree analysis re-
veals that Black-owned busi-
nesses faced the highest rejec-
tion rate for fi nancing in 2024, 
with 39 percent denied loans, 
lines of credit, or merchant 
cash advances. Hispanic-owned 
businesses followed at 29 per-
cent. By contrast, just 18 per-
cent of white-owned businesses 
were turned away. 

The fi gures draw a map of 
inequality, where capital fl ows 
freely to some and is dammed 
up for others. The report shows 
that one in fi ve businesses over-
all—21 percent—were denied 
fi nancing last year, a number 
nearly unchanged from 2023. 
But beneath that fl at surface 
lies a story of disparity: while 
white-owned companies hit 
roadblocks less often, Black and 
Hispanic entrepreneurs carried 
the brunt of rejection. Size and 
age also stacked the deck. Firms 
with just one to four employees 
were denied 26 percent of the 
time, fi ve times the rate of larg-
er fi rms. Startups fared poorly, 

but even businesses with three 
to fi ve years under their belts 
faced the highest denial rate, at 
29 percent. By loan type, SBA 
loans and lines of credit proved 
the hardest to secure, with near-
ly half—45 percent—rejected. 

The reasons mirror a harsh 
economy. High interest rates, 
infl ation, and an unsteady job 
market have made banks wary. 
Community development fi nan-
cial institutions, often praised 
as a lifeline for underserved 
communities, turned down ap-
plicants 34 percent of the time. 
Large banks followed at 31 
percent. Matt Schulz, Lending-
Tree’s chief consumer fi nance 
analyst, said the trend is part 
of a larger retreat by lenders. 
“Infl ation, tariffs, high interest 
rates, and a slow job market are 
making things tough on small 
businesses and the customers 
they’re trying to attract,” he 
said. “[With] this uncertainty, 
banks pull back—as they tend 
to do in risky, unpredictable 
times. Standards for lending to 
consumers and businesses have 
generally been tight for some 
time, and that’s unlikely to 
change soon.” 
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In my house, two 
legacies face each other. 
On one wall hangs a re-
production of The Spirit 
of ’76, painted by my 
cousin Archibald M. 
Willard for the nation’s 

hundredth birthday. The central drum-
mer in that painting — the older man 
leading the trio — was modeled after 
Archibald’s father, my cousin too. 

The Spirit of ’76 is America’s most 
famous Revolutionary painting, the 
defi nitive image of independence, in-
stantly recognizable wherever it ap-
pears. First displayed at the Centennial 
Exposition in Philadelphia, it captured 
the mood of a nation celebrating its 
hundredth year and looking back on 
its birth in revolution. 

For my family, it is not just sym-
bolic. My father descends from six 
offi cers in the Massachusetts Line of 
the Continental Army and from a sev-
enth, a 13-year-old fi fer who fought at 
Lexington and Concord. He was the 
youngest combatant on that battlefi eld, 
carrying both a fi fe and a musket into 
the fi rst fi ght of the Revolution. He 
lived into his 90s, long enough to be 
photographed, the only person from 
that battlefi eld whose face we can still 
see. 

That painting is the defi nitive pic-
ture of 1776, a battered but unbroken 
march for freedom and equality. My 
family is literally in the frame and in 
the fi ght. 

Across the room sits another inheri-
tance, the desk of my mother’s great-
great-grandfather, Peter G. Morgan, 

born enslaved in Nottoway County, 
Virginia, in 1817. 

Beside it rests the courting set he 
bought so his three daughters, once 
freed, could welcome suitors in dig-
nity. 

My family isn’t just in the picture of 
1776. We live the unfi nished fi ght of 
1876. 

A wager for freedom and equality
In 1864, while Petersburg was un-

der Confederate siege, Morgan walked 
into a Confederate court and freed his 
wife and daughters. 

Virginia law was brutal, any Black 
person gaining freedom — and their 
family — had 12 months to leave the 
state. Fail to leave, and you could be 
seized and enslaved again. 

So, Morgan wagered exile — or 
even re-enslavement — if Confeder-
ate authorities got to them before the 
Union did. Still, he took the risk. He 
bet everything on freedom and equal-
ity. 

He was right on the fi rst count. And 
for a time, right on the second. 

Reconstruction’s promise
After the war, Morgan served in 

Virginia’s House of Delegates from 
1869 to 1871. He sat on Petersburg’s 
city council and school board. 

He helped build schools, relief asso-
ciations, and even a bank. He believed 
that Reconstruction — America’s 
“second founding” — could fi nally 
make freedom and equality real. 

But he also lived to see those hopes 
collapse. 

The collapse came just after the 
hopeful celebration of 1876, with the 
Compromise of 1877, a backroom deal 
to resolve the contested race between 

Democrat Samuel Tilden and Repub-
lican Rutherford Hayes. Republicans 
kept the White House by giving in to 
Democratic demands to pull federal 
troops from the South. 

With the old Union soldiers gone, 
white supremacists unleashed murder-
ous violence to retake power. Recon-
struction ended not with a bang but a 
betrayal and lynch mobs burning hu-
man fl esh. 

Twin revolutions, both unfi nished
That is America in a nutshell: twin 

spirits, twin moments, both unfi n-
ished. 

1776 was for freedom. 
1876 was for equality. 
Yet neither dream dies. 
The fi re passes from Harriet Tub-

man to Ella Baker. From Frederick 
Douglass to Martin Luther King Jr. 
From Chicago’s Jacqueline Jackson 
to Chicago’s Michelle Obama. And it 
burns on in young organizers today. 

The warning is clear, freedom and 
equality are fragile, and gains can be 
rolled back. Today, both are under at-
tack again with democracy itself on 
the line, racial equality undermined, 
and immigrants targeted with open 
hostility. 

The charge is clearer still if my 
great-great-great-grandfather could 
bet on freedom and equality in 1864 
while Petersburg burned and my fa-
ther’s young ancestor could join his 
father and brothers in arms at Lexing-
ton, surely we can fi ght for freedom 
and equality in our own time.

Ben Jealous is a former national 
president of the NAACP and a pro-
fessor of practice at the University of 
Pennsylvania. 

When I was 
young and had 
a fever, I always 
felt a bit different. 
Things weren’t 
normal. I wanted 
to get back to my 

normal way of feeling. 
You know when things aren’t 

right. It doesn’t feel right and it 
doesn’t look right. The Covid-19 
pandemic comes immediately 
to mind. 

We saw a lot of people with 
masks on and taking some 
special health precautions. For 
example, we had to distance 
ourselves from each other if we 
were standing in line. 

Hand washing became a pri-

ority. At every juncture, we 
were using hand sanitizers. Res-
taurants did not have as many 
people in them. People were 
simply afraid to go out to eat. 
Staying at home was normal-
ized. 

Places of worship had fewer 
people attending. Those who 
normally attended church lis-
tened online to the messages. I 
would opine that there are still 
people who haven’t returned 
to in-person worship services. 
They have gotten accustomed to 
being at home. That’s just sadly, 
today’s reality. 

I can’t put my fi nger on it is 
a timeless expression that we 
have used to describe unfamil-
iar circumstances. However, I 
believe we can put our fi nger 
on what is happening today in 

America. 
There are several unusual 

things that are occurring now. 
First and foremost, we are afraid 
of each other. We are fearful of 
what people will do or say. 

Just a few days ago, I was 
about to enter a customer ser-
vice waiting area. There was 
one person already there read-
ing a magazine. When she saw 
me, she immediately jumped to 
her feet and left. 

Was that a coincidence of her 
being ready to go? I don’t think 
it was. I think it was simply her 
uneasiness.  

The political divide in this na-
tion has never been so drastic as 
it is now. Our views about most 
things are now clarifi ed and 
even glorifi ed by our political 
affi liation. 

There is unspoken angst 
about political talk these days. 
There is no more political ban-
ter about the possibilities to 
compromise. There isn’t an av-
enue for healthy debate. 

The talk is all negative and 
mean. People have attitudes 
about their political leanings. 
Succinctly put, our America is 
in trouble. 

In some communities, people 
are afraid to go to work for fear 
of being jailed. As a result, our 
economy is suffering because of 
it. Work is a time-honored tra-
dition in this country, however 
right now, we have a stoppage in 
some circles. 

The American public is tight-
lipped and hurting when it 
comes to issues of the day. We 
are like ships passing in the 

night. Threats and intimidation 
have ruled over our rationale 
thinking. 

We know that there is a gov-
ernment shutdown. Some feder-
al workers are in danger of be-
ing furloughed. Paychecks once 
certain aren’t so much anymore. 
Federal funding is being with-
held from certain states in our 
union. We know the term, the 
divided states of America and 
that is where we are right now. 

It will be interesting to see 
how long our government will 
stay shut down. Remember, we 
are talking about the most pow-
erful country in the world. Both 
political parties have their rea-
sons as to why the government 
is closed for business. This is a 
heavyweight battle and there is 
no referee. 

Senator Chuck Shumer, a 
Democrat from New York said, 
“A shutdown gives the execu-
tive branch pretty much com-
plete freedom as to what parts 
of the government to fund and 
what parts not.” Representa-
tive Mike Johnson, Republican 
from Louisiana and Speaker of 
the House blames the Demo-
crats. 

Well, both sides are en-
trenched in their beliefs, and we 
the people are on the other side 
of the mountain. Maybe cooler 
heads will prevail in the com-
ing days. Pain and suffering 
are equal opportunity maladies. 
They don’t have a bias upon 
who it affects. They could care 
less about whether you are blue 
or red. America, are you feeling 
uneasy yet? 

www.mississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS AND WATCH AP VIDEOS ONLINE AT:

America is on edge today. 
Can’t you feel it?

For freedom. 
For equality. 

The Revolution promised freedom. Reconstruction 
promised equality. Neither fi ght is fi nished. 

OPINION

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

We only have 24 
hours in the day. I 
have heard many 
people say that if they 
had more time in the 
day, they would be 
able to accomplish so 

much more. What would you do dif-
ferently if you had more time? What 
if you had more time to spend with 
your boo? 

Unfortunately, if I had more time 
has become an annoying nuisance in 
many marriages. If I had more time 
I would communicate more. If I had 
more time, I would take out the trash. 
If I had more time, I would cook. If I 
had more time, we would date more. 
If I had more time, I could focus more 
on how to love you. If I had more 
time, I would assist with the house 
chores. If I had more time, I would be 
affectionate. If we had more time, we 
would argue less. If I had more time, 
we would be intimate. If I had more 
time, our marriage would be so much 
better off. 

My husband and I are currently 
what society would label as empty 
nesters because both of our children 
are currently out of our home pursu-
ing educational endeavors. Yet, we 
are still very involved in their lives. 
But we are back in our early years 
when we had no children and had all 
the time in the world to do whatever 
we pleased. I had looked forward to 
becoming an empty nester but as it 
turns out we have not been able to en-
joy it due to our busy schedules with 
work, church, and so much more. As 
we became empty nesters, I noticed 
that we began to fuss at each other 
about anything and everything. For 
instance, I got upset one evening be-
cause my husband purchased a dif-
ferent brand of tissue than what we 
normally utilize, I fussed until the 
tissue started rolling off its cardboard 
holder. Yup, I was being petty at the 
end of the day, I had to admit that the 
tissue was going to do its job rather 
soft or brittle; just would need some 
A & D Cream and/or Vaseline de-
pending on the texture.

We were wasting the little time we 
had on petty disagreements, debates, 
etc. However, as time progressed and 
our prayer life continued, we realized 
something was wrong. So, we com-
municated about this and continued 
praying and by the Grace of God we 
fi nally discovered what the issue was. 
The issue was we were frustrated that 

we weren’t spending as much time 
as we wanted to together and it was 
causing a rift or was it really causing 
a rift?

I asked my husband was the lack 
of spending time together negatively 
affecting our marriage. My husband’s 
response shocked me. He said, “it’s 
not about how much time you spend 
together it’s about what you do with 
the time you have together.” I prom-
ise when he said that it changed ev-
erything. We now understand in our 
twenty years of being married that 
quality time is more important than 
quantity. We were focusing primar-
ily on the numbers than the potential 
“good time.” 

I promise by the Grace of God with 
prayer, patience, and good communi-
cation, we are in a much better place 
and have decided that we will not 
waste any more time bickering and 
debating. We now cherish our phone 
conversations and that’s a miracle be-
cause neither of us is fond of convers-
ing on the phone. Further, we now 
vigorously plan date nights/activities 
as much as we possibly can even if 
it’s on a Sunday. We recently pur-
chased bicycles mostly for exercise 
purposes, yet we get to spend quality 
time together and we have returned to 
utilizing our regular tissue brand. All 
and all, we have decided to spend as 
much quality time as we can together 
because we do love each other.

In conclusion, don’t get me wrong, 
there is absolutely nothing wrong 
with spending countless hours to-
gether. However, if your time is lim-
ited, I challenge you to please stop 
wasting time observing your clock 
and start focusing on having a “good 
time,” with each other whether it 
is for ten minutes or six hours. Is it 
about how much time you have or 
how you spend your time together? 
Spouses, please choose quality over 
quantity because quality helps pro-
mote bonding and trust, intimacy 
increases and you grow as one. Love 
grows [buy the correct brand tissue] 
and it nurtures your marriage overall.

Contact Dr. LaShunda Calvert for 
speaking engagements (Motivation-
al, Ministering, Marriage Counsel-
ing, Marriage Workshops, Marriage 
Seminars, Marriage Conferences, 
etc.) Marriage Ministry: The Resto-
ration Church, Suite H, Jackson, MS. 
39206, on: Instagram: letsstay2geth-
er4ever (Dr. LaShunda Calvert) 
Facebook: Dr. LaShunda Calvert 
Email:letsstaytogether4eva@gmail.
com Contact # 601-596-2528

Is it about how much 
time you have or how 
you spend your time 

together?
By LaShunda Calvert, Ph.D.
Tips for a Good Marriage

By James B. Ewers Jr. Ed.D.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson

Jackson, Mississippi

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Missis-
sippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Offi ce of Jackson, the bid must be stamped 
in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, November 18, 2025 at which time said bids will be publicly 
opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Cham-
bers) in City Hall for the following:

91263-111825 RFP- Remodeling of Grove Park Pool

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV or www.centralbidding.
com

“Offi cial bid documents can be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.centralbid-
ding.com. Electronic bids and/or reverse auction bids can be submitted www.central-
bidding.com. For any question relating to the electronic bidding process, please call 
Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.”

The above must comply with the City’s specifi cations. Copies of proposal forms can 
be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604, 
Hood Building, and Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of Bid specifi cations are fi led 
with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regu-
lar Session of the Mississippi Legislature.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all Bids. The City also reserves the right 
to waive any and all informalities in respect to any Bid submitted. Bid awards will be 
made to the lowest and best company submitting the lowest net price in accordance 
with specifi cations. The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to 
the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery 
time may be considered when evaluating the Bid proposal. In those cases where it is 
known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest 
total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be 
included on the proposal form. Absence of such statement means the City will make 
that determination during the Bid review.

Monica Oliver, Purchasing Manager
moliver@city.jackson.ms.us
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-102

10/9/2025, 10/16/2025

LEGAL

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson

Jackson, Mississippi

Sealed, signed BID’S are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Missis-
sippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Offi ce of Jackson, the bid must be stamped 
in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, November 18, 2025, at which time said bids will be publicly 
opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Cham-
bers) in City Hall for the following:

RFP-98854-111825 Grove Park Lightning

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT  HYPERLINK “http://WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV” 
WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV / WWW.CENTRALBIDDING.COM

The above must comply with the City’s specifi cations.   Copies of proposal forms can 
be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604, 
Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of bid specifi cations are fi led with 
the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular 
Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.   The City also reserves the right 
to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  Bid awards will be 
made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with 
specifi cations.  The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the 
lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal.  Delivery time 
may be considered when evaluating the bid proposal.   In those cases, where it is 
known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest 
total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be 
included on the proposal form.  Absence of such statement means the City will make 
that determination during the bid review.

Monica Oliver, Manager Purchasing
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1028

10/9/2025, 10/16/2025

LEGAL

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson

Jackson, Mississippi

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Missis-
sippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Offi ce of Jackson, the bid must be stamped 
in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, November 04, 2025 at which time said bids will be publicly 
opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Cham-
bers) in City Hall for the following:

96297-110425 Weigh Scale System for Landfi ll

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV or www.centralbidding.
com

“Offi cial bid documents can be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.centralbid-
ding.com. Electronic bids and/or reverse auction bids can be submitted www.central-
bidding.com. For any question relating to the electronic bidding process, please call 
Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.”

The above must comply with the City’s specifi cations. Copies of proposal forms can 
be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604, 
Hood Building, and Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of Bid specifi cations are fi led 
with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regu-
lar Session of the Mississippi Legislature.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public Pur-
chasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business op-
portunities for all persons doing business with the City.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all Bids. The City also reserves the right 
to waive any and all informalities in respect to any Bid submitted. Bid awards will be 
made to the lowest and best company submitting the lowest net price in accordance 
with specifi cations. The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to 
the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery 
time may be considered when evaluating the Bid proposal. In those cases where it is 
known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest 
total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be 
included on the proposal form. Absence of such statement means the City will make 
that determination during the Bid review.

Monica Oliver, Purchasing Manager
moliver@city.jackson.ms.us
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-102

10/9/2025, 10/16/2025

LEGAL

Advertisement for: 
RFQ 2025-03-26 

Windows 10 Managed Upgrade Proposal for JPSD 

Electronic RFP proposals for the above RFP will be received by the Board of Trustees 
of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi, on Wednesday, October 29, 2025 until 10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) on the following dates and times associated with each RFP proposal 
which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud 

A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the listed project will be held Via ZOOM (see below 
for link) on Friday, October 17, 2025, at 10:00 A.M. Attendance at the pre-bid confer-
ences is non-mandatory but strongly encouraged. Please see the link below. 

Join Via ZOOM: https://jackson-k12- ms.zoom.us/i/87265155743?pwd=bXf5MbzIoN
Sx0YbiuJ3n2TWs9reubT.1  

Please email RFPajackson.k12.ms.us us to ensure your spot in the pre-bid confer-
ence. It is imperative to have this information before the meeting to confi rm your 
attendance. 

The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject all RFPs, waive informalities, and 
withhold the acceptance of any RFP if approved forty-fi ve calendar days from the date 
RFPs are opened. 

There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Download from 
Central Bidding website at www.centralbiddiracom for a small fee of $49.99 or visit 
JPSD website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us and download. Vendors must be registered 
with Central Bidding in order to electronically upload RFPs proposals at no cost. For 
any questions concerning the process, or how to register, please contact Central Bid-
ding at 225-810-4814. 

All hand-delivered proposals must be delivered before the opening time (local prevail-
ing time) and the date the bid is scheduled to open. These deliveries are to be made 
to the Business Services Offi ce at 662 South President Street, Jackson, MS 39201. 

Performance Dates: 
• 1st Advertise: 09 October 2025 (Clarion); 09 October 2025 (Jackson Advocate, MS 
Link) 
• 2’ Advertise: 16 October 2025 (Clarion); 16 October 2025 (Jackson Advocate, MS 
Link) 
• Pre-bid Conference: 17 October 2025 (ZOOM) 
• Final Date for Questions: 21 October 2025 
• Answers to Questions: 23 October 2025 
• Bid Opening Day: 29 October 2025 @ 10:00 A.M. 
• Vendors may be notifi ed of Board Review and Potential Award after the Bid Date 

10/9/2025, 10/16/2025

LEGAL

Advertisement for:
Bid 26-3275

Powell Middle School Cafeteria Serving Equipment

Electronic RFP proposals for the above RFP will be received by the Board of Trustees 
of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi, on Wednesday, October 29, 2025 until 10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) on the following dates and times associated with each RFP proposal 
which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud 

A Pre-Bid Conference and walk through concerning the listed project will be in person 
on Friday October 17, 2025, at 9:00 A.M. at 3655 Livingston Rd Jackson, MS 39213. 
Attendance at the pre-bid conferences is non-mandatory but strongly encouraged. 
Please see the link below. 

The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject all RFPs, waive informalities, and 
withhold the acceptance of any RFP if approved forty-fi ve calendar days from the date 
RFPs are opened. 

There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Download from 
Central Bidding website at www.centralbiddinq.com for a small fee of $49.99 or visit 
JPSD website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us and download. Vendors must be registered 
with Central Bidding in order to electronically upload RFPs proposals at no cost. For 
any questions concerning the process, or how to register, please contact Central Bid-
ding at 225-810-4814. 

All hand-delivered proposals must be delivered before the opening time (local prevail-
ing time) and the date the bid is scheduled to open. These deliveries are to be made 
to the Business Services Offi ce at 662 South President Street, Jackson, MS 39201. 

Performance Dates: 
• 1st Advertise: 09 October 2025 (Clarion); 09 October 2025 (Jackson Advocate, MS 
Link) 
• 2” Advertise: 16 October 2025 (Clarion); 16 October 2025 (Jackson Advocate, MS 
Link) 
• Pre-bid Conference and Walkthrough: 17 October 2025 (IN PERSON) 
• Final Date for Questions: 21 October 2025 • Answers to Questions: 23 October 2025 
• Bid Opening Day: 29 October 2025 @ 10:00 A.M. 
• Vendors may be notifi ed of Board Review and Potential Award after the Bid Date 

10/9/2025, 10/16/2025

LEGAL

10/9/2025, 10/16/2025, 10/23/2025



 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
J & A FUEL STORES
3249 Medgar Evers  Blvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS 
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL
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Sudoku Solution

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange



“I don’t 
want a Paw 
Paw,” ex-
claimed a 50 
something co-
worker a few 
years ago. Af-

ter we stopped laughing at her 
comment, we resumed our 
conversation about her strug-
gle fi nding mature men who 
were dating and marriage ma-
terial. Clubbing was out of the 
question and the men that she 
seemed to be meeting were 
too old (and set in their ways) 
for her tastes. “They are either 
too old to remember what it 
was like to be in a love with 
a woman and treat her well or 
too hurt by past relationships 
to try” was her pointed obser-
vation.

“I want my Boaz” she said 
with a cheery grin on her face. 
“How do I know him when I 
see him? Maybe I’ve met him 
already?”

I leaned on her offi ce door 
frame and replied, “I don’t 
know if you’ve met him al-

ready but remember that 
“Boaz ain’t broke or broken.” 
We burst into laughter again. 
“I don’t mean that Boaz au-
tomatically has lots of money 
(that is a plus). What I mean is 
that Boaz, the one that you’ve 
been praying for God to 
send, is not broken emotion-
ally, physically, fi nancially, or 
spiritually He’s whole.” She 
nodded her head in agreement 
and said, “Amen to that.”

I thought about this conver-
sation from a few years back 
when I watched the recent 
Netfl ix movie Ruth and Boaz. 
It is a modern-day retelling of 
the biblical story and watching 
the movie made me revisit the 
columns I wrote a few years 
ago about Ruth and Boaz. As 
I watched the movie, I thought 
about the similarities and dif-
ferences between the biblical 
story and the movie adapta-
tion. There were a few differ-
ences, but the movie remained 
true to the heart of Ruth and 
Boaz’s love story.

The story of Ruth and Boaz 
in the Old Testament is one of 
the greatest love stories that 

also shows us women what to 
look for while waiting for our 
Boaz…it also shows women 
what Boaz looks like. Boaz’s 
actions toward

Ruth showed that he was 
whole emotionally, spiritual-
ly, fi nancially, and physically.

Ruth 2:1 says that Boaz was 
“a man of standing.” Some 
translations say he was a man 
of “wealth and infl uence.” 
It wasn’t the fact that he had 
wealth that made him whole; 
it’s what he chose to do with 
his wealth. In Ruth 2:8 he 
even advises her on where 
she’d be safest. Later in that 
same chapter, he showed his 
generosity by inviting her to 
join him at the noon mealtime 
and giving orders to his men 
to help her while she is glean-
ing. He didn’t try to manipu-
late her, but he showed her 
and others that he was genu-
inely concerned all the while 
encouraging and protecting 
her.

In thinking about their love 
story, I think about how those 
of us over 50 years old have 
a unique set of issues when 

it comes to rediscovering 
love and embracing authentic 
romantic relationships. We 
meet people who are dealing 
with decades of relationships 
games and are very skeptical, 
in some cases, that true love 
still exists.

One defi nition for broken 
is separated into parts or 
disconnected. Broken men 
are separated into parts and 
sometimes are often nurs-
ing wounds from past hurts. 
A whole man may still have 
personal and professional 
disappointments, but he has 
learned to allow God to heal 
him.

Next week, we’ll explore 
more about how Boaz ain’t 
broke physically, fi nancially, 
emotionally, and spiritually.

Shewanda Riley is a Fort 
Worth-based author of “Love 
Hangover: Moving from Pain 
to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to 
the Beat of God’s Heart: A 
Book of Prayers for Writers.” 
Email her at preservedbypur-
pose@gmail.com or follow 
her on Twitter @shewanda

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Boaz ain’t broke
P R E S E R V E D

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

Daniel knew 
about the Prophet 
Jeremiah that they 
were to be in Bab-
ylonian captivity 
for seventy years. 
No doubt, Dan-

iel talked with others who were 
there, and there was confusion. 
They felt that the seventy years 
was due to be over, but they 
had no sign from God. In other 
words, no revelation was coming 
from God on how He was going 
to deliver them, so they were 
confused. They knew what the 
Prophet Jeremiah said, but they 
did not see anything happening.

Then Daniel said, in so many 
words: “I know the reason that 
we are not hearing from God. 
God is not talking to us through 
His prophets because we have 
sinned. We have disobeyed the 
prophets and leadership. We are 
here as a punishment. We need 
to repent.” Instead of Israel be-
ing ashamed, the people contin-
ued in disobedience and were 
not progressing with God. They 
were in bondage in Babylon with 
no voice from God. Many people 
are confused today,, and the rea-
son is that they have allowed 
things in their lives that are 
against the Word of God. They 
have transgressed, and they are 
not hearing from God. They will 
not hear from God until they do 
what they know they need to do 
Repentance must come fi rst.

Daniel said, in essence, “To 
us belongs confusion of faces.” 
They were confused. Israel was 
down in Baylon, and the time 
of their captivity had about 
ended, yet they were not hear-
ing from God. Daniel under-
stood the prophecy written by 
the Prophet Jeremiah. Jeremiah 
25:11-12 reads: “And this whole 
land shall be a desolation, and an 
astonishment; and these nations 
shall serve the King of Babylon 
seventy years. And it shall come 
to pass, when seventy years are 
accomplished, that I will pun-
ish the King of Babylon, and 
that nation, saith the Lord, for 
their iniquity, and the land of the 
Chaldeans, and will make it per-
petual desolations.”

God cannot stand hypocrisy. 
You do not want to face Jesus 
Christ at the fi nal judgment as a 
hypocrite. A hypocrite is a pre-
tender or an actor. That would 
be one of the worst ways to meet 
God. The only people in Israel in 
touch with God were Daniel and 
the three Hebrews boys. Other 
Israelites were in confusion. 
So many people are confused 
today. But it is not God’s fault. 
They are confused because they 
have allowed sin to stay in their 
lives, and they know what they 
need to do. Read 1 Corinthians 
14:33 “For God is not the Author 
of confusion, but of peace, as in 
all Churches of the saints.”

Simeon R. Greem, III, First 
Church of God 6517 Walmsley 
Blvd. Richmond, Virgina 23224

Sin will 
cause 

you to be 
confused

SUNDAY
Worship Services

9 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. in person

Or you may worship with us via 
Facebook or our YouTube 

channel at CHMBC

Pastor
Chauncy L. Jordan

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

www.nhcms.org
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HEALTH

For older adults, fall is an 
important time to focus on 
health and wellness. 

According to Ryan Kocher, 
who leads Medicare growth 
for HealthSpring, the new 
brand for Health Care Service 
Corporation’s Medicare busi-
ness, formerly owned by the 
Cigna Group, the following 
three tasks are essential for 
seniors to complete as cool 
weather sets in. 

Get a Flu Shot 
An infl uenza vaccine can 

help prevent serious illness 
due to fl u. As immune de-
fense diminishes with age, 
older adults are increasingly 
susceptible to fl u complica-
tions. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) 
recommend the use of higher 
dose fl u vaccines for people 
65 years and older. This fall, 
in advance of fl u season, visit 
your healthcare provider or 
pharmacist to get the right 
vaccine for you. This is also a 
good time to catch up on any 
other immunizations that your 
provider recommends. 

Review Medicare Cover-
age

Medicare is the government 
health insurance program for 

Americans 65 and older and 
others who qualify. Many 
Medicare benefi ciaries choose 
or change their plans during 
the Medicare Annual Enroll-
ment Period (AEP), which 
takes place between Oct. 15 
and Dec. 7. HealthSpring is 
offering a host of Medicare 
options for 2026. The com-
pany provides these tips for 
selecting a plan: 

• Check for plan changes: 
Review your plan every AEP, 
especially if you’ve experi-
enced changes to your health, 
lifestyle or fi nances. It’s espe-
cially important to read your 
Annual Notice of Change 
(ANOC) letter – delivered 
every September – to fi nd out 
about any modifi cations to 
your current plan. 

• Dig into the details: A 
good plan is one that includes 
your favorite providers and 
specialists and covers the 
medications you currently 
take. When reviewing plans, 
take these factors into consid-
eration. 

• Consider all your options: 
Medicare Advantage plans 
cover everything Original 
Medicare does, so do your 
research to see if these plans 
will work for you. 

• Learn more: Before en-
rolling in a particular plan, 
be sure you understand the 
details. Call Medicare at 
1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-
633-4227) 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week; TTY users can 
call 1-877-486-2048. Or, visit 
the Medicare Plan Finder 
website at Medicare.gov/plan-
compare. For local assistance, 
refer to the State Health In-
surance Assistance Program 
website at www.shiptacenter.
org. You can also visit individ-
ual Medicare plans’ websites 
for more information. For ex-
ample, HealtSpring’s website 
is www.healthspring.com. 

Use Your Health Care 
Benefi ts 

Annual enrollment also 
serves as a good reminder 
to take advantage of all your 
Medicare benefi ts. Preventive 
care and a healthy lifestyle can 
help you maintain your inde-
pendence and vitality as you 
age. Tap into what your plan 
offers so you can actively en-
gage in your health and well-
being. 

By checking a few impor-
tant items off your to-do list 
during autumn, you can en-
sure you’re well-positioned for 
a healthy winter and 2026. 

Three Things every 
older adult should do 

for their health this Fall

StatePoint

As a Black woman, I felt compelled 
to write this article after reading 
the heartbreaking news about Tyra 
Spaulding, the former Miss Universe 
Jamaica contestant who died after 
publicly sharing her struggles with 
mental health. I also recalled Cheslie 
Kryst, Miss USA 2019, who died by 
suicide at only 30. Two young women 
who seemed happy and accomplished 
on the outside were, in truth, battling 
pain within. Their deaths are painful 
reminders that depression is real and 
that even those who appear to have 
everything can be suffering in silence. 

This year has been heavy for so 
many of us. Between the nonstop po-
litical news cycle, the pressures of re-
turning to offi ce life, persistent racial 
injustice, and the violence and divi-
sion that weigh on our communities, 
the stress feels unrelenting for Black 
women, who so often hold families, 

careers, and communities together; 
that stress compounds in ways that 
can be overwhelming. But too often, 
we don’t stop. We ignore the signs. 
We push through exhaustion. We tell 

ourselves it’s just stress, that we don’t 
have time to deal with it, or that talk-
ing about it would make us look weak. 
We keep going, caring for others, ex-
celling at work, holding it all together, 
while quietly breaking down inside. 

The statistics make clear just how 

urgent this issue is: 
• More than 7 million Black and Af-

rican American individuals in the 
U.S. live with a diagnosable mental 
health condition such as depression, 
anxiety, bipolar disorder, or schizo-
phrenia. 

• Black women are more likely than 
other women to report symptoms of 
depression but are less likely to re-
ceive treatment. 

• In a national survey, nearly half 
of Black women who rated their 
mental or physical health as “fair” 
or “poor” reported experiencing 
at least one negative consequence 
from bias in a medical encounter. 

• Only 4 percent of psychologists in 
the U.S. are Black, limiting access 
to culturally competent providers. 

• Among adolescents, Black girls are 
nearly twice as likely as their male 
peers to attempt suicide. 
These are not just numbers-they 

are us- our sisters, daughters, moth-

ers, and friends. They remind us that 
strength and success do not shield us 
from struggle. 

So, what can Black women do if 
they are struggling? 

Start with self-awareness. Pay at-
tention to changes in your appetite, 
energy, or mood. Exhaustion and 
persistent sadness are warning signs. 
Talk about it. Share how you’re feel-
ing with someone you trust—a friend, 
a family member, a pastor, or a coun-
selor. Speaking words out loud is a 
powerful fi rst step. Seek professional 
support. Therapy and counseling can 
help, especially with providers who 
understand cultural context. If afford-
ability is an issue, look for communi-
ty health centers, nonprofi ts, or online 
services with sliding-scale options. 
Build supportive routines. Regular 
exercise, journaling, prayer, medita-
tion, and prioritizing rest can all help 
support mental health.  

Unbreakable: Black Women 
and Mental Health

PHOTO SOURCE: (C) JLCO - JULIA AMARAL / ISTOCK VIA GETTY IMAGES PLUS

Practicing self compassion matters PHOTO BY DELMAINE DONSON

By Monique LeNoir
African American Wellness Project
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COMMENTARY

Blood Pressure Categories: 
There is stronger proof now 

that high blood pressure is 
linked to increased risk of cog-
nitive decline and dementia. If 
you have high blood pressure, 
lowering it now may help pro-
tect your brain health in the fu-
ture. 

High blood pressure is the 
leading risk factor for stroke 
and a number of heart condi-
tions such as coronary artery 
disease, heart failure and atrial 
fi brillation (AFib). 

During or after pregnancy, 
you can develop high blood 
pressure, including a danger-
ous condition called preeclamp-
sia. Checking blood pressure 
before, during and after preg-
nancy helps you and your health 
care team stay on top of your 
health. Talk to your health care 
professional about treatment op-
tions. 

Know your numbers: Normal 
blood pressure is when: 

Systolic pressure (top num-
ber) is less than 120 and 

Diastolic pressure (bottom 
number) is less than 80 

If your blood pressure is high-
er, talk to your health care pro-
fessional about how to lower it. 

If your systolic is higher than 
180 and/or your diastolic is 
higher than 120, it could be life-
threatening. Call 911 right away 
if you have any of these symp-

toms: 
Chest pain 
Shortness of breath 
Back pain 
Numbness 
Weakness 
Change in vision 
Diffi culty speaking 
Anyone can develop high 

blood pressure. People are en-
couraged to have their blood 
pressure checked regularly. 
This includes people in all age 
groups: children, young adults, 
adults and older adults. 

To get the best blood pressure 
reading, sit in a chair with sup-
port for your back, both feet fl at 
on the ground, arm extended 
and supported at heart level, 
stay quiet and still. Find out 
how to check your blood pres-
sure the right way. 

In addition to lifestyle 
changes, you may need medi-
cation. Learn more about the 
different types of high blood 
pressure medications. 

Eating a healthy diet can help 
lower or prevent high blood 
pressure. Some key nutrition in-
formation to know: 

Sodium (Salt) – Adults should 
have 2,300 mg (about 1 teaspoon 
of salt) of sodium a day or less, 
moving toward an ideal limit of 
less than 1,500 mg (about 2/3 
teaspoon of salt). Follow a heart 
healthy eating pattern, for ex-
ample the DASH eating plan, 
which emphasizes reduced so-

dium intake and a diet high in 
vegetables, fruits, whole grains, 
legumes, nuts and seeds, and 
low-fat or nonfat dairy, and in-
cludes lean meats and poultry, 
fi sh and cooking with non-trop-
ical oils. 

Fruits and Vegetables – Eat 
plenty of fruits and vegetables, 
emphasize variety. 

Alcohol – Drink less or no al-
cohol to lower or prevent high 
blood pressure. 

For individuals living with ex-
cess weight, losing about 5% of 
body weight can support overall 
health and help lower or prevent 
high blood pressure. Here’s an 
example. If someone weighs 
180 pounds, they could look 
up: what is 5% of 180. The an-
swer is 9. Losing 9 pounds can 
help lower their blood pressure. 

Check out Life’s Essential 
8 to learn more about what you 
can do to improve your heart 
and brain health. To help man-
age blood pressure, eat smart 
with a DASH-style eating pat-
tern, stay active your way, re-
duce or eliminate alcohol, and 
try stress-reducing activities, 
including meditation, breath-
ing control and/or yoga. It’s also 
important to ask your health 
care professional about other 
common health conditions that 
can lead to high blood pressure, 
which include conditions such 
as overweight, sleep apnea, dia-
betes and thyroid problems. 

Top 10 things to 
know about the New 
AHA/ACC High Blood 
Pressure guideline 

American Heart Association



Mount Olive Cemetery, a 
signifi cant historical landmark 
in Jackson, Mississippi, will be 
hosting a special event Tuesday, 
October 14, at 12:00 noon. The 
community is invited to join in 
honoring the rich history and 
cultural heritage that this cem-
etery represents. The cemetery 
offers a powerful glimpse into 
African American life across 
generations. 

Established in the early 1800s, 
Mount Olive Cemetery is one of 
the oldest private cemeteries for 
African Americans in Missis-
sippi. The cemetery serves as a 
lasting testament to four pivotal 
eras in American history: slav-
ery, Reconstruction, Jim Crow, 
and the Civil Rights Movement. 
It is located at 1400 John R. 
Lynch Street, on the campus of 
Jackson State University. 

The event will feature guid-
ed tours, historical presenta-
tions, and special re-enactments 
brought to life by performers 
scripted to refl ect the meaning-
ful stories of those interred. 
The re-enactors will help bring 
to light the enduring legacy of 
courage, resilience, and hope 
embodied in this sacred ground. 

Dr. Wilma E. Mosley Clop-
ton, award-winning documen-
tary fi lmmaker, author, writer, 
producer, director, and presi-
dent of NMHS Unlimited Film 
Productions, the scriptwriter 
for the re-enactors, shared her 
thoughts: “Bringing history to 
life through re-enactment al-
lows us to connect deeply with 
the stories of those whose lives 
shaped our present. Mount Ol-
ive Cemetery is more than a 
resting place – it is a powerful 
narrative of struggle, survival, 
and triumph that deserves to be 
honored and remembered by 
all.” 

Dr. Heather Denne’, direc-
tor of Community Engagement 
at Metro Jackson Community 
Prevention Coalition, Jackson 

State University, added:  “This 
event is an opportunity for the 
community to engage with our 
history in a profound way that 
fosters education, healing, and 
unity. By honoring interred in 
Mount Olive Cemetery, we pay 
tribute to the legacy of those 
who endured so much and in-
spire current and future gen-
erations to overcome challenges 
with strength and resilience.” 

All residents, historians, stu-
dents, and visitors are warmly 
invited to attend this meaningful 
gathering. For more informa-
tion, contact Dr. Heather Denne’ 
at 601-979-5826. Join us as we 
honor the past and inspire future 
generations by preserving the 
history of this vital site. 

The Capri Theater was fi lled 
with excitement and pride as 
fi lmmaker, writer, and producer 
Dreka Shevon hosted an exclu-
sive red carpet screening of her 
newest fi lm, Momma’s Boy, 
September 20, 2025. Guests ar-
rived dressed to impress, walk-
ing the red carpet and posing 
for photos before settling in for 
an unforgettable evening cel-
ebrating Mississippi talent and 
storytelling.

The event buzzed with energy 
as family, friends, and support-
ers gathered to honor Shevon’s 
creativity and perseverance. 
Her commitment to authentic, 
faith-driven storytelling contin-
ues to distinguish her as one of 
Mississippi’s most promising 
fi lmmakers.

Audience reactions were 
overwhelmingly positive, with 
one attendee, Carlton E. Little, 
sharing his thoughts after the 
screening:

“I’ve seen many movies this 
year. As a Marvel fan, respect-
fully this movie Momma’s Boy 
by Dreka Shevon and Prime 
Stone Media is the best of 2025 
for me. The writing and acting 
were top tier. When it’s avail-
able, you’ll enjoy this gem.”

The evening carried all the 
glamour of a Hollywood pre-
miere while remaining ground-
ed in community pride. From 
the elegant red, black, and sil-
ver décor to the genuine sup-
port fi lling the theater, the night 
refl ected a shared celebration of 
art, faith, and perseverance.

A Stellar Cast Brings the Sto-
ry to Life

Momma’s Boy features an 
impressive ensemble cast led 
by Pooch Hall, best known for 
his roles in The Game and Ray 
Donovan. The fi lm also stars 
Brely Evans, Dorian Davis, 
Sunjai Williams, Selena John-
son, and Kerwin Claiborne, 
each delivering powerful, 
heartfelt performances. Their 
chemistry and depth brought 
Shevon’s complex characters to 
life, giving the story emotional 
weight and authenticity.

Produced under Prime Stone 
Media, Momma’s Boy is a 
gripping psychological thriller 
exploring love, loyalty, and 
survival within the dynamics 
of family life. Blending faith, 
suspense, and raw emotion, the 
fi lm dives deep into how human 

connections can both heal and 
destroy.

Q&A, we had a series of 
questions for Shevon:

ML: What inspired you to 
create Momma’s Boy, and why 
was this story important for you 
to tell?

Shevon: I didn’t see this 
growing up, stories like this 
weren’t being told in my com-
munity. God gave me an idea 
and I ran with it. Momma’s 
Boy came from a place of be-
ing aware of what I see in our 
communities and allowing my 
imagination to expand into a 
story that explores the darker, 
more complicated sides of that: 
loyalty and survival. I wanted 
to create something bold that 
would challenge audiences, 

especially in the psychologi-
cal thriller space. For me, it 
was important to prove that a 
Mississippi fi lmmaker can tell 
a gripping, layered story that 
resonates far beyond our state.

ML: As the writer, producer, 
and fi lmmaker, what was the 
biggest challenge you faced in 
bringing this project to life?

Shevon: The biggest chal-
lenge was twofold, fi nancing the 
project and executing it at the 
level the story deserved. Inde-
pendent fi lmmaking in Missis-
sippi means constantly fi nding 
creative ways to fund your vi-
sion while still delivering a fi lm 
that looks and feels cinematic. 
I wore multiple hats, with this 
fi lm, writing, producing, direct-
ing, and even handling some of 

the camera work, while making 
sure the suspense, pacing, and 
performances stayed sharp. It 
was demanding but worth every 
moment.

ML: How can audiences 
watch Momma’s Boy and sup-
port you in your future proj-
ects?

Shevon: Right now, audi-
ences can catch Momma’s Boy 
at our exclusive screenings, 
starting here in Jackson and 
expanding to other cities. The 
best way to support is by show-
ing up, spreading the word, and 
following the fi lm online to 
stay updated. We’re pursuing 
streaming distribution, so soon 
people everywhere will be able 
to watch. Supporting Prime 
Stone Media Institute also helps 

create opportunities for other 
Mississippi fi lmmakers.”

ML: Anything else you’d like 
to add?

Shevon: I just want to give 
glory to God. He gave me the 
vision for this fi lm and con-
nected me with the people and 
resources to make it possible. 
To see a sold-out screening 
in Jackson and feel the com-
munity rally behind this proj-
ect, it’s proof of what happens 
when faith and hard work come 
together. This is only the begin-
ning.

To stay updated on Momma’s 
Boy screenings and Dreka 
Shevon’s upcoming projects, 
visit PrimeStoneMedia.com 
and follow her journey on so-
cial media @drekashevon.
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Dreka Shevon’s Momma’s Boy 
captivates at exclusive red 

carpet screening

Reenactment at 
Mount Olive Cemetery 

honors African 
American Heritage

Dreka Shevon is being interviewed on the red carpet exclusive screen-
ing of Momma’s Boy by on air personality Chelle B, 99 Jams WJMI.  

LeCoutney and Pooch Hall, actors in Dreka Shevon’s 
Momma’s Boy

Dreka and her friends celebrate a great screen-
ing of Momma’s Boy  
PHOTOS BY DR. JAY 
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Walton Elementary School Assistant Princi-
pal Denise Thaggard was recently honored as the 
September Alyce Clarke Award winner by WAPT 
Channel 16. Her name echoed through the halls as 
scholars and staff proudly congratulated her on the 
recognition. Holding back tears, Thaggard said she 
was surprised and humbled by the award, especial-
ly meaningful because she now leads in the very 
school she once attended. 

“I walked these very same halls, so I am a voice 
to say you can do it—I did it. I went to Walton, the 
same neighborhood. Anyone can do it,” Thaggard 
shared. 

A Jackson native, Thaggard has dedicated more 
than 18 years to education. She began her career at 
Lake Elementary School, teaching Pre-Kindergar-
ten, Kindergarten, and 1st grade, later serving as an 
interventionist. Her administrative journey started 
at Pecan Park Elementary School, where she served 
as Assistant Principal before moving to Walton El-
ementary, where she continues to serve today. 

Throughout her career, Thaggard has supported 
both scholars and teachers by providing instruction-
al strategies, modeling best practices, and offering 
feedback that enhances teaching and learning. She 
is admired by her school community for her com-
passion and leadership. Fifth grader Mailaya Mont-
gomery described her as “nice, kind, and always 
helping others after school or with their homework.” 
Third grade English teacher Apryll Porter added, “I 
love Ms. Thaggard so much. She’s perfect. She’s 
like a mom to me. If you want support, she’s always 
there. If you want guidance, she’s always there—
and it’s more than just in the classroom.” 

Walton Elementary Principal Laroy Merrick 
praised Thaggard’s leadership and dedication, say-
ing: 

“Mrs. Thaggard is truly deserving of the Alyce 
Clarke Educator Award. Her passion for literacy 
and her commitment to ensuring every scholar can 
read are unmatched. Walton is a better school be-
cause of her.” 

For Thaggard, serving others is both her passion 
and motivation. “It just makes me want to press on 
and keep going,” she said. 

Thaggard is a proud graduate of Belhaven Univer-
sity, where she earned her Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degrees. She later completed a Specialist Degree in 
Educational Leadership from Liberty University 
and has fi nished all doctoral coursework toward her 
doctorate, now working toward completing her dis-
sertation. 

Her recognition with the Alyce Clarke Award is 
a refl ection not only of her dedication to the profes-
sion, but also of the deep impact she continues to 
make on her school, her students, and the Jackson 
community. 

Lion Elastomers, a premier 
manufacturer of elastomeric poly-
mers, honored Alcorn State Uni-
versity alumnus Dr. Willie Bur-
ton of Zachary, La., by naming its 
analytical and R&D facility, The 
Willie C. Burton Technology Cen-
ter, recognizing his 32-year career 
as a chemical research trailblazer. 

The newly dedicated center, 
formerly the Uniroyal Chemical 
Company, now houses the com-
pany’s Analytical, Quality, Rub-
ber Compounding, Research, and 
Development laboratories, as well 
as the synthetic rubber pilot plant. 

The naming is a tribute to Dr. 
Burton’s pioneering work and 
long-standing commitment to the 
chemical industry, from which he 
retired in 2024. “I was fortunate 
to spend my career working on 
challenging and innovative proj-
ects, fi rst at Dow and then at Lion 
Elastomers,” said Dr. Burton. 
“To have this technology center 

named in my honor is a humbling 
recognition that refl ects not only 
my work but also the strong foun-
dation I received from Alcorn 
State University.” Since his retire-
ment in December 2024, Dr. Bur-
ton has continued his relationship 

with Lion Elastomers as a consul-
tant. 

Dr. Burton, the eldest son of 
Lillie Burton and the late Wil-
lie D. Burton, is a 1970 gradu-
ate of Alexander High School in 
Brookhaven, Miss. He earned 

his Bachelor of Science degree 
in chemistry from Alcorn State 
University in 1974. Following his 
time at Alcorn, he earned both a 
master’s and a Ph.D. in organic 
chemistry from the University of 
Southern Mississippi. 

Upon graduating, Dr. Bur-
ton accepted a research position 
at Dow Chemical Company in 
Plaquemine, La., focusing on 
catalyst research, where he devel-
oped expertise in Ziegler-Natta 
catalysis for the production of 
high-density polyethylene and 
linear low-density polyethylene 
plastics. After 11 years at Dow, 
he was recruited by Uniroyal to 
develop heterogeneous Ziegler-
Natta catalysts for the production 
of synthetic rubber. 

Throughout his career at Dow 
and Lion (Uniroyal), he was is-
sued more than 20 United States 
and international patents and au-
thored or co-authored more than 
20 scientifi c publications. 

Mississippi Valley State Uni-
versity (MVSU) has been award-
ed $279,000 by the Mississippi 
Department of Education (MDE) 
to support its role in the Missis-
sippi Teacher Residency (MTR) 
program, a statewide initiative de-
signed to prepare highly qualifi ed 
teachers for critical shortage areas 
across the state. 

The grant will provide tuition, 
books, testing fees, mentoring 
stipends, and other supports for 
MVSU participants pursuing li-
censure in Elementary Education 
(K–6) or Special Education Mild/
Moderate (K–12). In return, par-
ticipants commit to teaching in 
Mississippi’s geographical short-
age areas, directly addressing one 
of the most urgent needs in public 
education. 

“We are proud that Mississippi 
Valley State University is continu-
ing to play a vital role in strength-
ening the teacher pipeline in Mis-
sissippi,” said Theresa Dumas, 
Ph.D., Associate Professor/Acting 
Department Chair, Education & 
HPER Department. “This invest-
ment allows us to prepare, sup-
port, and retain future educators 
who will make a lasting difference 
in classrooms and communities 
across the state.” 

MVSU is one of nine institu-
tions of higher learning selected to 
share in $2,968,855 in grant fund-
ing awarded by MDE to expand 
the MTR program. The statewide 

initiative will support up to 236 
teacher residents through its part-
ner institutions. 

The Mississippi Teacher Resi-
dency program is part of the state’s 
broader strategy to recruit and re-
tain effective teachers. Since its 
launch in 2018, MTR has provided 
hundreds of aspiring educators 
with tuition support, classroom 
experience, and mentoring oppor-
tunities, while creating a reliable 
pipeline of teachers for schools in 
greatest need. 

Mississippi Valley State Uni-
versity has a proud tradition of 
preparing educators who are both 

academically strong and commu-
nity-focused. Through its teacher 
preparation programs, MVSU 
equips graduates to lead class-
rooms with skill, compassion, and 
cultural awareness, ensuring that 
Mississippi’s students are taught 
by qualifi ed, passionate profes-
sionals. 

MTR Partner Institutions and 
Grant Awards 

Delta State University – 
$280,000 

Jackson State University – 
$272,417 

Mississippi College – $119,684 
Mississippi State University – 

$1,298,981 
Mississippi University for Wom-

en – $140,000 
Mississippi Valley State Univer-

sity – $279,000 
University of Mississippi – 

$242,773 
University of Southern Missis-

sippi – $196,000 
William Carey University – 

$140,000  
This investment is part of a 

broader statewide strategy to ex-
pand the teacher pipeline and re-
tain high-quality educators across 
Mississippi.  

Nissan believes in 
the power of education.

Celebrating 
20 years of service 
in the Greater 
Jackson Area.
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Face it: some scores can nev-
er truly be settled.

You can try tit-for-tat, you 
can scheme and plan, but mak-
ing things even? Not a chance; 
the other guy is probably 
scheming, too, so full pay-back 
ain’t happenin’. And besides, 
why let revenge live in your 
head? Life’s too short, you just 
can’t do it – and especially, as 
in the new book “A Thousand 
Ways to Die” by Trymaine Lee, 
you can’t do it with a gun.

Eight years ago, Trymaine 

Lee almost died.
Fortunately, the blood clot 

in his body, the “widow-mak-
er,” was caught in time but 
the whole episode affected his 
then-young daughter, who con-
tinued for some time to beg 
for stories about it, and to ask 
about life and death.

Lee didn’t always know what 
to say.

“I struggle,” he says, “to an-
swer why things are the way 
that they are, especially when it 
comes to Black folks like us.”

Death by violence hap-
pened in his own family: in 

1923, a young great-uncle left 
on horseback to run an errand 
and was never seen alive again, 
which “ripped a hole in the 
family” that resonated for gen-
erations. Lynchings were com-
mon then, as was Jim Crow and 
so “Black folks… began leav-
ing the South en masse…”

Guns, he says, were “central 
to the violence” then, on both 
sides.

Violence followed Black 
soldiers to Vietnam, and home 
again. It went to prison with 
some people, most often, men. 
Lee himself almost got in trou-

ble once for a “twelve-dollar 
toy gun from Walmart” that 
looked realistic.

Black funeral directors 
learned how to hold open-cas-
ket funerals, as death stalked 
Black Americans for not learn-
ing to swim because Jim Crow 
kept them from it. Cancer 
caught others in unequal num-
bers. Some were wrapped up in 
“the deadly grind of the drug 
trade,” while “innocent victims 
[are] caught in the cross fi re.”

“We still bleed,” he says. “… 
yet salvation from America’s 
violence has remained out of 

our grasp, like trying to put 
shape to the wind.”

On the surface, you may 
think there’s not much new to 
say about violence, when talk-
ing about Black life in general. 
In many ways, it’s been a part 
of American life for so long, 
it’s almost some sort of wrong-
headed new normal. And yet, 
read “A Thousand Ways to 
Die” and your thinking is go-
ing to twist, and twist again in 
a whole new direction.

While author Trymaine Lee’s 
main focus is on gun violence 
in the past century or so, he di-

verts readers’ attention some-
times. Don’t forget this. Re-
member that. Here’s a story for 
you, here’s something else and 
as Lee totes them up, one by 
one, each point shows hidden 
costs attached to violent acts.

Readers will be hit hard by 
the fact that it’s a long list.

This is the kind of book 
that your mind will carry with 
you for days, and it begs to be 
shared and discussed. You owe 
it to your community, in fact, to 
talk about “A Thousand Ways 
to Die” because this powerful 
book scores.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
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JaCobian Morgan Shines 
with 5 Total Touchdowns as 
Jackson State Dominates Ala-
bama A&M 57-24 

Quarterback JaCobian Mor-
gan delivered a stellar perfor-
mance, throwing four touch-
down passes and running for 
another to lead Jackson State 
to a commanding 57-24 victory 
over Alabama A&M on Satur-
day night. 

Morgan completed 21 of 30 
passes for 314 yards and added 
120 rushing yards on 12 car-
ries in a dual-threat showcase. 
Shemar Savage and Ja’Naylon 
Dupree each caught two of Mor-
gan’s touchdown passes, while 
Travis Terrell Jr. contributed 
103 rushing yards on just seven 
carries as the Tigers racked up 
388 yards on the ground. Savage 
fi nished with 91 receiving yards 
and two scores. 

For Alabama A&M (3–3, 0–2 
SWAC), Cornelius Brown IV 
went 26-of-39 for 341 yards, 
throwing two touchdowns 
and one interception. Daveon 
Walker led all receivers with 
nine catches for 100 yards and a 
touchdown, while Franck Pierre 
added another score. 

Alabama State Rolls Past 
Bethune-Cookman 52–35 in 
Homecoming Victory 

Alabama State University cel-
ebrated Homecoming in style, 
defeating Bethune-Cookman 
52–35 before a lively crowd of 
24,736 at ASU Stadium. 

The Hornets (4–1, 2–0 SWAC) 
displayed a balanced offensive 
attack, amassing 559 total yards 
with fi ve different players scor-
ing on the ground. Quarterback 
Andrew Body led the charge, 
completing 11-of-16 passes for 
171 yards and two touchdowns, 

while also adding 95 rush-
ing yards. Karl Ligon powered 
through for 59 yards and two 
scores, and Jahbari Kuykendall, 
Marcus Harris II, and Jamarie 
Hostzclaw each added rushing 
touchdowns. 

Monmouth Outlasts Dela-
ware State 49–38 Behind Der-
ek Robertson’s 4 TDs 

Derek Robertson threw for 
351 yards and four touchdowns, 
while Rodney Nelson rushed 
for 203 yards and two scores 

as Monmouth defeated DeSean 
Jackson’s Delaware State 49–38 
on Saturday. 

Delaware State (3–3) was 
paced by Marquis Gillis, who 
rushed for 132 yards and a 
touchdown, and James Jones, 
who punched in three short-
yardage scores. 

Texas Southern Crushes Ar-
kansas-Pine Bluff 51–7 

Roriyon Richardson caught 
two touchdowns and Donovan 
Jones added a special teams 

score as Texas Southern domi-
nated Arkansas-Pine Bluff, win-
ning 51–7 on Saturday night. 

The Tigers piled up 557 total 
yards, including 350 rushing 
and 207 passing. Richardson 
had a career night with seven re-
ceptions for 103 yards and two 
TDs, while Cooper completed 
16-of-23 passes for 197 yards 
and two scores. Athean Renfro 
rushed for 133 yards, and Isaiah 
Bogerty anchored the defense 
with seven tackles. 

Webb’s 44-Yard Field Goal 
Lifts Prairie View A&M Over 
Alcorn State 13–12 

A clutch 44-yard fi eld goal 
by Webb with 14:54 left sealed 
a narrow 13–12 win for Prairie 
View A&M over Alcorn State 
on Saturday at Jack Spinks-Ma-
rino Casem Stadium. 

The Panthers (4–2, 3–0 
SWAC) controlled the clock 
with a balanced ground attack. 
Cameron Peters led the way 
with 66 rushing yards, while 

Lamagea McDowell added 51 
yards. Jyzaiah Rockwell was the 
top target with seven receptions 
for 45 yards. 

Hampton Tops Norfolk State 
41–34 in Battle of the Bay 

Braden Davis threw for one 
touchdown and ran for another 
as Hampton held off Norfolk 
State 41–34 in the annual Battle 
of the Bay. 

Davis fi nished with 202 pass-
ing yards, 64 rushing yards, and 
two total touchdowns. Gracen 
Goldsmith contributed 75 rush-
ing yards and a score, while 
X’Zavion Evans tallied 93 yards 
for the Spartans. Kuhns com-
pleted 15-of-26 passes for 242 
yards and three TDs in the los-
ing effort. 

Eastern Illinois Downs Ten-
nessee State 31–7 

Connor Wolf threw for two 
touchdowns, and backup QB 
Cole LaCrue added two short 
rushing scores to power East-
ern Illinois past Tennessee State 
31–7. 

For the Tigers (1–4, 0–2), By-
ron McNair threw for 205 yards 
with one touchdown and one in-
terception as their losing streak 
extended to four. 

Georgetown Stuns Morgan 
State with Last-Second Hail 
Mary 

Dez Thomas II connected 
with Jimmy Kibble on a 49-yard 
Hail Mary touchdown as time 
expired, giving Georgetown a 
dramatic 27–24 victory over 
Morgan State. 

The Bears had surged ahead 
24–21 after Dante Archie’s 28-
yard TD pass to Justin Perry 
late in the third quarter, but they 
were unable to convert on a key 
fourth down with 32 seconds 
remaining, setting the stage for 
Thomas’ game-winning throw. 

Steven Fisk said he wasn’t 
going to let anything get in the 
way of his fi rst PGA Tour vic-
tory, and it took birdies on his 
last three holes Sunday to close 
with an 8-under 64 to win the 
Sanderson Farms Champion-
ship.

Fisk and Garrick Higgo of 
South Africa fi nally separated 
themselves over the closing 
holes at the Country Club of 
Jackson, and they put on quite 
a show.

They were tied when Fisk 
missed a 5-foot birdie putt on 
the reachable par-4 15th. That 
turned out to be his last mis-
take.

He holed a 40-foot birdie putt 
on the 16th, and Higgo said he 
heard someone in the crowd 
say, “Take that, Higgo.” The 
South African answered with a 
12-foot birdie of his own — his 
fourth in a row on the back nine 
— and playfully put his fi nger 
against his lips with a smile.

Fisk hit wedge that danced 
around the cup and settled 3 
feet away on the 17th. Higgo 
answered again with a wedge 

to just outside 3 feet. It ap-
peared as though it would go 
down to the wire, except that 
Higgo’s short birdie putt caught 
the left lip.

Fisk pulled one head with 
the birdie, and then left no no 
doubt with an approach to 4 

feet for one fi nal birdie to win 
by two shots over Higgo.

“I came out today with an at-
titude that nothing was going 
to stop me,” Fisk said during 
his Golf Channel interview on 
the 18th green. “I just felt like 
I’d be standing right here, right 

now, before the round started. 
I know I’m good enough. I 
thought I could do it.”

And he did, fi nishing at 
24-under 264 for a win that car-
ries big benefi ts for the 28-year-
old who played his college golf 
at Georgia Southern and who 

played on the 2019 Walker Cup 
team at Royal Liverpool.

Fisk was at No. 135 in the Fe-
dEx Cup standings, destined to 
return to the Korn Ferry Tour 
unless he made up ground dur-
ing the remaining two months 
of the Fall Series. Only the top 
100 at the end of the season 
keep full cards.

He now has a two-year ex-
emption through 2027, after it 
took him fi ve years to get to the 
tour.

“To have some job security 
is pretty nice,” Fisk said. “It’s 
been a long, hard year.”

Higgo looked to have taken 
himself out of the mix with a 
bogey-bogey start to the back 
nine. But then he ran off four 
straight birdies to catch Fisk, 
and was poised to make it fi ve 
in a row until the short miss at 
the 17th that cost him.

“My mindset was to birdie 
every hole,” Higgo said. “I al-
most did that. Steven did the 
same, so hats off to him.”

Danny Walker was tied for 
the lead early on the back nine, 
but he hit it into the water go-
ing for the green on the par-5 

11th and made bogey, and then 
drove left into a hazard on the 
17th that led to another bogey. 
He shot 69 and tied for third 
with Vince Whaley (67) and 
Ryder Cup player Rasmus Ho-
jgaard, who had a 66-65 week-
end.

All three of those players 
came away with a small con-
solation prize. Hojgaard was 
at No. 87 in the FedEx Cup, 
which is why he left the Ryder 
Cup celebration in New York 
for Mississippi. He went up 12 
spots to No. 75.

The other two moved up 18 
spots, Whaley to No. 84 and 
Walker to No. 86.

“I won’t be quite as stressed 
out, hopefully, around that 100 
number,” said Walker, who had 
missed the cut in eight straight 
tournaments coming into the 
Sanderson Farms Champion-
ship. “You can just go to play 
to win, really. That will be a lot 
nicer feeling.”

Hojgaard, Whaley and Walk-
er were among those headed for 
Japan for the Baycurrent Clas-
sic, the lone PGA Tour stop in 
Asia this year.
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By  Itoro N. Umontuen
Black Press, USA

HBCU Football Week 5 Roundup: Jackson 
State keeps the good times rolling 

Brief recap of key games in week 5 of the 2025 Black College Football season

Steven Fisk birdies his last 3 holes in 
Mississippi to win fi rst PGA Tour title

JaCobian Morgan continues to dominate as his Jackson State Tigers maintain their winning ways. PHOTO: ITORO N. UMONTUEN/BLACK PRESS USA 

SPORTS

Associated Press

Steven Fisk watches his drive from the No. 1 tee during the fourth round of the Sanderson Farms Champion-
ship golf tournament, Sunday, Oct. 5, 2025, in Jackson, Miss. AP PHOTO/ROGELIO V. SOLIS
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Hinds County School District Weekly Update
ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE

At September’s School 
Board Meeting, outstanding 
faculty and staff were 
honored through the 
superintendent’s 
S.P.E.C.I.A.L. (Selflessness 
Potential Empathy 
Connection Inclusion 
Authenticity Love)

School Board Meeting


