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National and Local Figures
sparked mental fireworks during
Fourth of July weekend celebration

From Douglass to Duck Hill: A Reflection on Truth, Justice, and Sacred Ground

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer

Born enslaved in Maryland,
Frederick Douglass later es-
caped to freedom and emerged
as “the greatest orator of his
day.” His provocative oratori-
cal skills left many mesmerized
that he had been in bondage.
This towering freedom pro-
ponent fought against slavery,
influenced many for the right
to be free, and was highly re-
spected.

Douglass — a pacesetter — is
most famous for his oration,
“What to the Slave is the Fourth
of July?” On July 5, 1852, the
speaker fervently delivered his
address at a meeting organized
by the Rochester Ladies’ Anti-
Slavery Society at Corinthian
Hall in Rochester, New York.
He stressed his dissatisfaction
with the United States for falsi-
fying American values like lib-
erty, citizenship, and freedom
that were not granted to en-
slaved Blacks who were unwill-
ingly transported to the country
during the Atlantic Slave Trade.
Churches, he charged, were re-
ligiously hypocritical while dis-
torting God’s word, betraying
their own biblical and Christian
values, and stripping away the
rights and liberties of others.

What does Duck Hill, MS
have to do with Douglass? It
links him through a gathering
based upon the 1937 lynching
of Roosevelt “Red” Townes and
Robert “Bootjack” McDaniels.
Part of a broader movement
led by a nonprofit organization,
Mississippi2, in preservation
of suppressed Black historians,
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Ramel Cotton inspired viewers with his soulful rendi-
tion of the outspoken genius of Abolitionist, Frederick

Douglass.

intergenerational dialogue and
building pathways to justice
and community restoration, are
key elements for healing. Thus,
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Henry Rhodes singing “A Change Is Gonna Come.

World.

the Civil Rights Movement — a
movement that is not over until
all persons are free — from Dou-
glass’s unwavering courage —
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Laurie Walker Hall renders her version of Trouble of the
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has been instrumental in racial
reconciliation.

Fireworks
Continued on page 3

Mayor John Horhn holds Meet & Greet
July 3rd and attends the first City Council
meeting as Mayor of Jackson, July 8"

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

The Honorable Mayor John
Horhn held a Downtown Meet
& Greet even Thursday July
3, 2025, at the Two Mississippi
Museums, 222 North Street
in Jackson. A large crowd of
community leaders, elected
officials, youth, stakeholders,
and citizens attended the event
which began as an informal
gathering where attendees had
the opportunity to talk to one
another until Mayor Horhn ap-
proached the platform.

The event was moderated by
Bishop Ronnie Crudup, Sr. who
served as a member of the may-
or’s transition team.

Greetings were extended
from sponsors of the event, Liz
Brister, President & Executive
Director, Downtown Jackson
Partners, Jeff Rent, President &
CEO, Greater Jackson Chamber
of Commerce, Yolanda Owens,
COOQO, Jackson Redevelopment
Authority, and Rickey Thig-

Mayor Horhn speaks at Meet & Greet July 3, 2025 at Two Mississippi Museums. Several youth from the | AM

Inspire Program by Center for Social Entrepreneurship attended the event.

pen, Ph.D., President/ CEO
Visit Jackson. Each expressed
their excitement in collaborat-
ing with the mayor who has
hit the ground running with an
abundance of energy under his
theme, “Jackson is Ready....The

Time is Now.”

Horhn announced the team
that will help him lead the city.
Horhn first introduced former
Hinds County Judge Pieter
Teeuwissen, as the city’s inter-
im chief administrative officer.

PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON

In this position, Teeuwissen will
be serving as the deputy mayor.
Others introduced as interim
appointees included Willie Boz-
eman chief of staff, ReSean

Horhn
Continued on page 3

The torch of
freedom and

democracy

“Liberty Enlightening the World”
now extinguished by America’s
oreed, racism, and classism

Statue of Liberty, in silhouette. COURTESY OF NATIONAL PARK SERVICE.

By Christopher Young
Contributing Writer

In 1886, it was a monu-
mental gift from one nation
to another, celebrating the
enduring values of liberty
and democracy, embodying
the aspirations of those who
sought refuge and opportuni-
ty in a new land - a welcom-
ing beacon of hope for gener-
ations. This was the gift from
France to the United States
following the Revolutionary
War when the 13-colonies
overthrew the Kingdom of
Great Britan. The Statue of
Liberty — originally named
“Liberty Enlightening the
World,” was intended to be
an international symbol of
liberty, justice, and democ-
racy, per the National Park
Service.

“The statue’s role in
American history extended
beyond mere symbolism; it
served as a literal gateway to
anew life. New arrivals were
often met with the words
inscribed on the pedestal:
‘Give me your tired, your
poor, your huddled masses
yearning to breathe free.
This iconic phrase, crafted
by poet Emma Lazarus,
encapsulated the compas-
sionate spirit of the United
States and its commitment
to providing refuge for those
in need,” per World History
Journal.

Here we are, 139 years lat-
er, and reasonable people in-
side and outside America can
ask if the United States still
stands for liberty, justice,
and democracy. It seems like
discrimination, oppression
and inequality are no longer
on a snail’s pace of decline
— they are on the incline. IP-
SOS surveyed perceptions of

COMMENTARY

America as a force for good
in 29 countries since just
prior to the November Gen-
eral Election and 46 percent
said yes. Prior to the election
that number was 59 percent
- a 13 percent decline in six
months. The country list in-
cludes South Korea, Hun-
gary, Australia, Great Britan,
Germany, and yes, the very
country that conferred Lady
Liberty on us — France — re-
cords just 30 percent of re-
spondents claiming America
is a force for good today.

As President Trump focus-
es on immigration — illegal
and otherwise — some Amer-
icans are contemplating
emigration. Gallup polling
in 2024 found that 21 per-
cent of Americans wanted to
leave the United States per-
manently, more than double
the 10 percent who had said
so in 2011. The thousands
that are leaving are people
who have the means to do
so. We have no shortage of
people of means here. “In
2024, the top 10 percent of
wealthiest Americans control
60 percent of the country’s
overall wealth, whereas the
bottom 50 percent control 6
percent,” per USA Today.

One lens to the view the
deep division in America is
the number of tie-breaking
votes cast by our vice-pres-
idents, in the Senate. Over
time 306 of these votes have
been cast. Vice President
Kamla Harris cast the most,
33 over her four years. J.D.
Vance has already cast his
fifth tie-breaking vote — on
H.R. 1, dubbed One Big

Torch
Continued on page 3

Hinds County students
shine in Disney’s

The Lion King Jr. at
Broadway Jr. Camp at
New Stage Theatre
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In Loving Memory of

LoEster

Taylor Benson

December 23, 1934 — June 27, 2025

LoEster Taylor Benso

LoEsther Taylor Benson was born to Nolan and Rob-
bie Taylor December 23, 1934, in Magnolia, Mississippi.
During her childhood years, she was baptized at Terry’s
Creek Missionary Baptist Church and later became a
member of Tickfaw Missionary Baptist Church, both in
Magnolia, Mississippi.

LoEsther attended elementary school at Lee School in
Magnolia, Mississippi, and graduated from O.W. Dillon
High School in Kentwood, Louisiana, in 1952. She contin-
ued her education, attending Southern University, Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, where she graduated in 1956, receiving
her undergraduate degree in elementary education. She did
her student teaching in Port Allen, Louisiana. She began
her teaching career in Indianola, Mississippi. Throughout
her career, it was clear that her passion and life’s calling
centered on educating youth. While in Indianola, she met
and later married her loving husband, Alvin Lee Benson.
Their union was blessed with a daughter, Tarita Benson.
The family later moved to Jackson, Mississippi, where
LoEsther taught first grade at Lake Elementary, Timber-
lawn Elementary, and Siwell Elementary. As she contin-
ued in her career, LoEsther received advanced degrees
and earned both her Master’s and Specialist’s degrees in
Education from Jackson State University, which are testa-
ments to her unshakable belief in the power of learning.
After 35+ years of teaching, LoEsther retired in 1997.

LoEsther accepted Christ at an early age and was a faith-
ful member of College Hill Baptist Church, where she, her
husband, and daughter attended and served faithfully for
over 30 years. LoEsther was an active and dedicated mem-
ber of the Women’s Choir, Mass Choir, Mission Circle No.
6, the Outreach Ministry, and a sincere and devoted Sun-
day School teacher for the nursery.

LoEsther was an esteemed and proud member of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated. She was initiated in

the Alpha Tau Chapter at Southern University and was a
member of Jackson (MS) Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sig-
ma Theta Sorority, Inc. LoEsther dedicated herself to com-
munity, education, and sisterhood.

LoEsther Taylor Benson lived a life rooted in love,
faith, and service. She had a beautiful spirit and touched
countless lives over her distinguished 35+ year career as
an elementary school teacher. She nurtured generations of
students with warmth, patience, and her gift for growing
minds and changing lives. She had a loving joy and a spirit
of kindness that could brighten any room and a soul nour-
ished by her “green thumb,” her love of gardening, flow-
ers, and life’s simplest pleasures. As a longtime resident of
Jackson, Mississippi, you would often see her gardening
in her yard which was her passion, and she helped to culti-
vate the beauty in the yards throughout the neighborhood.
Alvin and LoEsther’s home was often the anchor for the
neighborhood’s “Beautiful View Block Club” meetings
and festivals, where she served as president for several
years. She also volunteered at St. Dominic Hospital for
several years, bringing joy and kindness to the people she
encountered.

LoEsther was skilled in so many areas. She was an ex-
cellent cook and could bake delicious homemade pound
cakes. One of her most cherished and enduring talents was
her remarkable skill as a seamstress. With careful hands
and an eye for detail, she transformed fabric into garments
that were not only beautifully made but deeply personal.
She did everything from professional grade alterations to
making party dresses, prom dresses, and formal gowns.
She took particular pride and joy in sewing for her daugh-
ter, Tarita. Each outfit she created for her was a labor of
love, thoughtfully designed and meticulously sewn to
make Tarita feel confident, radiant and deeply loved. Her
legacy is stitched into every memory she helped to create,
and she will be remembered for the elegance, warmth, and
tenderness she brought into the lives of those she loved
most. LoEsther was a woman who loved life - and life,
without a doubt, loved her right back.

LoEsther’s life was enriched by a deep and abiding love
for her family. She was preceded in death by her beloved
husband, Alvin Lee Benson; her parents, Nolan and Rob-
bie Taylor; her sister, Alice TaylorWare; one brother-in-
law, Clyde McMorris, and countless loved ones who have
no doubt greeted her with open arms.

LoEsther is survived by her cherished daughter, Tarita
Benson Davis (Dyrren) of Humble, Texas; her siblings,
sisters, Barbara McMorris and Carolyn “Gloria” Scott
(Valiant) both of McComb, Mississippi, a brother, Wal-
lace Taylor (Lynda) of Magnolia, Mississippi; one sister-
in-law, Rosalee Coleman of Vicksburg, Mississippi; bonus
grandchildren Karen Prophet (Darius), Kasey Shy (Yul-
britton), Kolby and Sydney Davis and a host of loving
nieces, nephews, cousins, family and friends who will
continue to celebrate her generous spirit.

Homegoing services were held Monday, July 7, 2025,
11:00 A.M. at College Hill Baptist Church, Pastor Chauncy
L. Jordan, officiating, Rev. Hosea J. Hines, pastor of
Christ Tabernacle Church delivered the eulogy. Homego-
ing arrangements were entrusted to Westhaven Memorial
Funeral Home, 3580 Robinson Road in Jackson.
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Celebrating The Life
And Legacy of

Mosie “Mama” Burks transitioned Monday, July 7, 2025

The Mississippi Mass Choir, alongside the Burks family, will celebrate
the extraordinary life, legacy, and ministry of beloved Mosie “Mama” Burks
with services in Jackson, Mississippi, July 15-16, 2025.

Mama Burks has accepted the call of a lifetime—one extended by her
Heavenly Father. It was a standing invitation she often sang about, lived
prepared for, and finally answered. With a life rooted in unwavering faith,
joyful praise, and steadfast devotion, she transitioned from the stage to glory
July 7, 2025.

Mama Mosie was more than a voice. She was a living testimony of un-
wavering faith, joy, and perseverance. From her electrifying performances of
“When I Rose This Morning” to her soul-stirring presence on and off stage,
she embodied the spirit of gospel music and the mission of this choir. Her
energy, her testimony, and her unwavering love for God touched audiences
around the world and brought countless souls to Christ.

In preparation for their first recording proceeding the passing of their
founder Frank Williams in 1993, the choir opened membership for new
members in 1995, and Mama Burks joined at the invitation of the choir’s
Minister of Music Jerry Smith, who had played for her group the S.L Spann
Inspirers since he was sixteen years old. Unbelievably, but consistent with
her humble spirit, she was reluctant to join because she did not think she
was good enough. Notwithstanding, she came in as a rank-and-file member,
faithfully attending every rehearsal in preparation for the ‘See You In the
Rapture’ project.

Three weeks prior to the recording, Smith observed that the project needed
an additional song to round out the project and suggested ‘This Morning
When I Rose,” a song that Burks had performed for decades with her church
choir, Greater Fairview Baptist Church.

According to the choir’s Executive Director, Jerry Mannery, “On the night
of the recording, she walked out from the alto section to the lead microphone,
and with the first signature shaking of her head from side to side — with im-
maculate gray hair swinging, the atmosphere shook, and aftershocks went
throughout the audience, the Gospel industry and the broader music world,
announcing the arrival of an icon.

Three additional songs by her — They Got the Word, I’m Just Holding On,
and “I’'m Not Tired Yet,” became viral sensation, with the latter becoming the
theme song for the Scott Van Pelt show on ESPN.

Though we mourn her physical absence, we rejoice in knowing she’s been
singing about this day all her life — “There’s a great coronation coming up...
filled with joy and gladness, and the special guest attending will be all the
children of the Lord.” She sang about having “a standing invitation” and ear-
ly on the morning of July 7", packed and ready, God called, and she boarded
the flight there.

Her unforgettable voice, infectious spirit, and powerful testimony touched
lives across the world. Now, we pause not just to grieve her absence—but to
honor a life well-lived and a legacy that will sing on through the generations.

Arrangements are as follows: Public Visitation Tuesday, July 15, 2025 /
2:00PM — 4:00PM Jackson Memorial Funeral Home 1000 West Woodrow
Wilson Blvd. Jackson, MS 39213

Musical Celebration: Tuesday, July 15, 2025 / 5:00PM — 7:00PM

Greater Fairview Baptist Church, 2545 Newport Street Jackson, MS 39213

Homegoing Service: Wednesday, July 16, 2025/ 11:00AM

Greater Bethlehem Temple Apostolic Church, 1505 Robinson Street, Jack-
son, MS 39203

Arrangements Entrusted to: Jackson Memorial Funeral Home, 1000 West
Woodrow Wison Blvd., Jackson, MS 39213

Please keep her family - Amos and Watkins - and the Mississippi Mass
Choir family in your prayers during this time of reflection and remembrance.
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Beautiful Bill — in just five and half months in office. Just three
Republicans Senators voted against it, Susan Collins of Maine,
Tom Tillis of North Carolina, and Rand Paul of Kentucky.

Among the Democrats speaking on the Senate Floor prior to
the vote was New Hampshire Senator Jeanne Shaheen. “I’'m
here on the floor to oppose the Reconciliation Bill that we are
considering today. It would be the largest transfer of wealth from
the poor to the rich in a single bill in our history. It would give
not the top 1 percent but the top .1 percent an extra $250,000
per year, while those making less than $50,000 per year, which
is about 30 percent of Americans, will lose $700 per year. The
bill represents the largest cut to healthcare in history, impacting
Medicaid and those on the Affordable Care Act. There are $930
million in cuts to Medicaid alone in this bill. Up to 17 million
will lose their health insurance. Those American’s earning less
than $30,000 per year will pay $1,500 more per year in taxes.”
So much for fairness and equality. So much for “with Liberty
and Justice for all...,” so much for caring for our own children.
The One Big Beautiful Bill will drive a deeper, more expansive
wedge, between the haves and the have nots.

Pew Research tells us that 23 percent of Americans are en-
rolled in Medicaid — about 80 million people — and the number is
rising. States like Louisiana (32.4 percent), Kentucky (28.3 per-
cent), West Virginia (28.2 percent), and Arkansas (27.4 percent)
— heavy Republican states - are among the seven states with at
least 25 percent of their population enrolled in Medicaid. These
four states have a total of eight Senators and eighteen Represen-
tatives. Of those twenty-six members of Congress, only five vot-
ed against H.R. 1, per https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025190,
demonstrating little to no regard for the least of these.

Here on the deep down home front, both Mississippi Senators
— Wicker and Hyde-Smith - and three of our four Representa-
tives — Ezell, Guest, and Kelly - all Republicans, voted for the
One Big Beautiful Bill, despite one out of every two Medicaid
enrollees being children, per the Kaiser Family Foundation -
https://files kff .org/attachment/fact-sheet-medicaid-state-MS, in
a state that refuses to apply for Medicaid expansion. Only Con-
gressman Bennie G. Thompson, a former schoolteacher from
Bolton, voted against the bill.

The inscription on the pedestal of the Statue of Liberty no lon-
ger applies in modern-day America. There is a full-out assault on
poor and marginalized communities in the United States today,
fueled by people who pridefully call themselves conservatives,
MAGA Republicans, Christian Nationalists, and President of the
United States.

Horhn

Fireworks

Continued from page 1

Mississippi 2 CEO, Talamieka Brice, and Princeton University
Professor Dr. Eddie S. Gaude

Mississippi2 hosted “From Douglass to Duck Hill” in
Jackson, MS at Fondren Presbyterian Church, 3220 Old
Canton Road Saturday, July 5, 2025 - 173 years since Dou-
glass delivered his stinging oration before a powerful gath-
ering to bridge history, healing, and hope. The legacy of ra-
cial violence and the sacred call for truth-telling in America
were explored

According to Talamieka Brice (Mississippi2’s CEO), the
occasion alerted the public “of the very real and historic
divide between the African American and white American
experience, to dive into the wedge that’s always been there
and to further explore a path forward with that knowledge.”

A poetic invocation set the tone for memory and jus-
tice. Viewers and participants were reminded of Douglass’s
searing words regarding liberty. They were challenged to
reflect on what it means to live in a land where blood has
been spilled and sanctified into the soil.

Featured speakers and artists braided a narrative of pain
and possibility, acknowledging that the soil in places like
Duck Hill is not just dirt. Rather, it is also festered with
memory, sacrifice, and unresolved trauma. Dr. Eddie S.
Glaude Jr. — professor at Princeton University and the
James S. McDonnell Distinguished University Professor
and chair of the Department of African American Studies —

emphasized how the spilled blood of lynching victims cries
out from the soil for acknowledgment and repair, and that
America must face the moral reckoning to move forward.

Wright Thompson — author and ESPN Writer — urged
the audience to confront the stories buried beneath our
feet while reflecting on the Miss. landscape as both a wit-
ness and participant in history. On the other hand, Robert
P. Jones — author of “White Too Long” — pensively exam-
ined racial violence. He examined the theological and cul-
tural complicity in racial violence, thereby underscoring the
need for truth as a precondition for healing.

Vocal, troubled voices interconnected the past to the
present. Ramel Cotton fired up participants with excerpts
from Douglass’s eloquent addresses which linked his pro-
phetic voice to the struggles of today. The audience was
moved by Laurie Walker Hall’s soul-stirring rendition of
“Trouble of the World” which evoked the pain and resil-
ience of generations past. Azia Cimone sang a memorable,
haunting version of “Strange Fruit” that reminded attendees
of the terror and beauty embedded in the Black American
experience. Hearts were lifted with Henry Rhodes’ version
of “A Change is Gonna Come” which offered a hopeful re-
frain for the future we are called to build.

“From Douglass to Duck Hill” culminated in a ritual of
healing and commitment, where participants gathered red,
white, and blue sands into a communal jar, symbolizing a
reimagined America built on truth and shared responsibili-
ty. Jars of soil from the Duck Hill lynching site were offered
to participants as sacred reminders of the blood that con-
secrates the ground. “More than an event,” voiced Brice,”
[we were called] to remember, to reconcile, and to build
a future worthy of those whose blood nourished the soil
beneath us.”

Brice’s nonprofit Mississippi2 was founded to ampli-
fy marginalized voices and to preserve cultural memory
through visual storytelling, historical education, and com-
munity healing. The organization uses art, history, and
community engagement to confront hard truths while also
creating space for hope and transformation. Focusing espe-
cially on uplifting Black women’s voices, honest dialogue
is sparked, and communities are enticed to heal from the
legacies of racial violence and social injustice. To learn
more, visit www.brice-media.com, or contact Talamieka
Brice, CEO, at 601-790-0259 or 601-813-6161.

Continued from page 1

Thomas, fire chief, Von Anderson, director
of planning and development, Grace Fisher,
communications director, Pearlean Campbell,
constituent service director, Nathan Slater,
information technology director, and Jamal
Sibley, special assistant to the mayor. Each
appointee had an opportunity to speak to the
crowd gathered.

The interim appointees can serve in this
capacity for 90 days. Their names must be
placed on the agenda of a city council meet-
ing, to be confirmed by the members of the
city council prior to completion of the 90 days.

In a packed city council meeting to include
elected officials and community leaders, the
council elected Councilman Brian Grizell,
Ward 4 as the new president and Councilman
Vernon Hartley, Ward 5 as vice president.

In addition to interim appointees that were
named at the Meet & Greet, the mayor named
the following appointees at the city council
meeting: Drew Martin, City Attorney, Angela
Harris, Municipal Clerk, Fidelis Malembeka,
Chief Financial Officer, Toya Martin, Di-
rector of Human Resources, and Pam Joiner,
Human & Cultural Services Director. It was
announced that Emad Al-Turk, the contrac-
tor for the city’s public works department will
remain in that position and Malcolm Johnson
will be joining constituent services.

ol

Mayor John Horhn first row, and City Council Members back row (L-R) Ashby Foote (Ward 1), Tina Clay (Ward 2), Kenneth Stokes (Ward 3), Brian Grizell (Ward 4), Vernon

Hartley, (Ward 5) Lashia Brown-Thomas, (Ward 6) and Kevin Parkinson (Ward 7). PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON

Congressional Black Caucus challenges Target on Diversity

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire
Senior Correspondent

Target is grappling with wors-
ening financial and reputational
fallout as the national selective
buying and public education
program launched by the Black
Press of America and other na-
tional and local leaders contin-
ues to erode the retailer’s sales
and foot traffic. But a recent
meeting that the retailer intend-
ed to keep quiet between CEO
Brian Cornell and members of
the Congressional Black Cau-
cus Diversity Task Force was
publicly reported after the Black
Press discovered the session,
and the CBC later put Target on
blast.

“The Congressional Black
Caucus met with the leadership
of the Target Corporation on
Capitol Hill to directly address
deep concerns about the impact
of the company’s unconscio-
nable decision to end a number

Diego, California, USA, August 16th, 2020 PHOTO BY THOMAS DE WEVER

of its diversity, equity, and inclu-
sion efforts,” CBC Chair Yvette
Clarke stated. “Like many of the
coalition leaders and partner or-
ganizations that have chosen to
boycott their stores across the
country, we found that the ex-
planations offered by the leader-
ship of the Target Corporation
fell woefully short of what our
communities deserve and of the
values of inclusion that Target

once touted,” she emphasized.
“Black consumers contribute
overwhelmingly to our econo-
my and the Target Corporation’s
bottom line. Our communities
deserve to shop at businesses
that publicly share our values
without sacrificing our dignity.
It is no longer acceptable to
deliver promises to our com-
munities in private without also
demonstrating those values pub-

licly.”

Lauren Burke, Capitol Hill
correspondent for Black Press
of America, was present when
Cornell and a contingent of Tar-
get officials arrived at the U.S.
Capitol last month. “It’s always
helpful to have meetings like
this and get some candid feed-
back and continue to evolve our
thinking,” Cornell told Burke as
he exited the meeting. “We look
forward to follow-up conversa-
tions,” he stated. When asked
if the issue of the ongoing boy-
cott was discussed, Cornell’s
response was, “That was not a
big area of focus — we’re fo-
cused on running a great busi-
ness each and every day. Take
care of our teams. Take care of
the guests who shop with us and
do the right things in our com-
munities.”

A national public education
campaign on Target, spearhead-
ed by Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis
Jr., president and CEO of the

National Newspaper Publishers
Association (NNPA), the NN-
PA’s board of directors, and with
other national African American
leaders, has combined consumer
education efforts with a call for
selective buying. The NNPA is
a trade association that repre-
sents the more than 220 African
American-owned  newspapers
and media companies known
as the Black Press of America,
the voice of 50 million African
Americans across the nation.
The coalition has requested that
Target restore and expand its
stated commitment to do busi-
ness with local community-
owned businesses inclusive of
the Black Press of America,
and to significantly increase in-
vestment in Black-owned busi-
nesses and media, Historically
Black Colleges and Universities
(HBCU, Black-owned Banks,
national Black Church denomi-
nations, and grassroots and local
organizations committed to im-

proving the quality of life of all
Americans, and especially those
from underserved communi-
ties. According to Target’s latest
earnings report, net sales for the
first quarter of 2025 fell 2.8 per-
cent to $23.85 billion compared
to the same period last year.
Comparable store sales dropped
3.8 percent, and in-store foot
traffic slid 5.7 percent.

Shares of Target have also
struggled under the pressure.
The company’s stock traded
around $103.85 earlier this
week, down significantly from
roughly $145 before the contro-
versy escalated. Analysts note
that Target has lost more than
$12 billion in market value since
the beginning of the year. “We
will continue to inform and to
mobilize Black consumers in
every state in the United States,”
Chavis said. “Target today has a
profound opportunity to respond
with respect and restorative
commitment.”



LOCAL

4 - THE MISSISSIPPI LINK

JULY 10 - 16, 2025

www.mississippilink.com

Shandra Toaster recognized by the Hinds
County School District for ranging creative,
teaching abilities in a global society

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer

When Shandra Toaster attend-
ed the University of Southern
Mississippi, her goal was to be-
come a lawyer. After graduation,
she worked at the Hinds County
Justice Court and realized that
she was going to venture in a
different direction. She mental-
ly struggled for a pathway that
would be best suited for her.

Toaster knew that she worked
well with youth in the church.
One member observed her ac-
tions with the youth and sug-
gested that she look into a teach-
ing program at Belhaven College
(now university). Toaster heeded
the advice and enrolled at Bel-
haven to obtain an Alternate
Route Teacher License.

“I believe God led me to teach-
ing. It has been a very meaning-
ful journey. I love it when I see
my students succeeding. [Teach-
ing] is very rewarding,” said the
educator.

No stranger to inspiring stu-
dents, Toaster has been teaching
for two decades in Hinds County.
She challenged scholars to im-
prove their skills at Woolfolk
Middle School (Yazoo City); Jim

Shandra Toaster

Hill High School (Jackson); Gary
Road Intermediate (Byram); and,
currently, Raymond High School
(Raymond). As a result, she

taught Spanish 19 years and Eng-
lish one year.

During the 2024-2025 aca-
demic year, the educator was

cited teacher of the month for
the creativity that she brought
to the classroom. She wanted to
“energize” the scholars more,
so she took her teaching abili-
ties to a new level. “Instead of
scholars just sitting in their seats
and working on worksheets, they
were engaged throughout the
class with games and cooperative
learning activities,” she said.

Toaster was recognized by the
Hinds County District in 2025
for her work with her English
Learners class which consisted of
12 scholars in grades 9-12. She
observed the scholars at the out-
set and knew that she could make
a positive impact. “I was very
creative when creating differenti-
ated lessons,” she reminisced.

The teacher philosophizes that
no two students are exactly alike.
She approaches each student
where they are and creates effec-
tive lessons that line up with real-
world applications. She advises
her scholars to continue to strive
academically because “learning
is a continuous process.”

In that regard, Toaster projects
that scholars in 2025-2026 will
become more fluent in Spanish
and English as they utilize them

daily. Using languages at school
with their peers is an ideal way
to boost skill development. She
also desires for the mentees to
use these languages extensively
in their careers to meet world-
wide obligations.

“I am obligated to teach my
students the importance of re-
specting all people and all things
through examples...[and] to
become independent learners.
Every student has the potential
to bring something unique and
special to the world,” said the
motivator. While assisting her
students in the development of
their potentials, Toaster further
explains that “they will be able to
explore more opportunities.”

Toaster surmises that she has
taught beyond 2,000 students
during her two-decade Instruc-
tional period in Hinds County.
She three significant
things for their life’s success: (1)
keep God first and allow Him to
direct their path; (2) persevere
when pursuing their goals; and
(3) be passionate about whatever
they do. Summarizing these mat-
ters, the educator clearly states
that although God opens doors,
sometimes He closes them be-

instills

cause He does not intend that the
mentees have certain positions.
They, however, must keep trying
with challenging work to obtain
remarkable results. When they
dedicate themselves to their ca-
reers, they will make a difference
in this world.

Not long ago, Terrance Brent,
Toaster’s former Spanish scholar,
commented on Facebook: “Had
it not been for you, I wouldn’t
have found myself 2,000 miles
away from home, [having learned
Spanish] in your classroom right
there in JPS. I’ll be forever grate-
ful for you. I'm not claiming to
be fluent, but thank you for not
letting me leave your class emp-
ty-handed.”

Toaster has an ultimate goal
- to become a principal. She be-
lieves that within the next five
years, she will be an assistant
principal. While she has not tar-
geted a specific locale, she be-
lieves that with God’s guidance,
she will land in the right direc-
tion and be equipped to work
within that environment. As she
continues to empower children,
she envisions them “getting out
of poverty and becoming suc-
cessful.”

Jackson is Ready...
The Time is Now

Words inspired from the
Inaugural Address of Mayor John Horhn

By H. Ralph Samuels, Jr

Jackson is Ready
What about you

A new hope is dawning

A hope that is true

Jackson is Ready
Ready to thrive

To move forward in progress

A city revived

Jackson is Ready
To face a new day

Charting a new course

Paving a new way

Jackson is Ready

Challenges to overcome
We must all work together

and include everyone

Jackson is Ready

We need everyone moving
No time for sleeping

No time for snoozing

Jackson is Ready

Let’s think through our problems
Then pray for God’s guidance

to show us how to solve them

Jackson is Ready

To stand big and stand bold
There’s so much potential
in this city with soul

I know we can do it
someway and somehow
Because, Jackson is Ready
And the time is now!
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Beulah Missionary Baptist

Church has a new look

The Mississippi Link Newswire

A $150,000 grant awarded
in 2024 by the National Trust
for Historic Preservation has
made a difference in the appear-
ance, stability, and preservation
of Beulah Missionary Baptist
Church, in Natchez, MS.

The funding, which came
through the Preserving Black
Churches program of the Afri-
can American Cultural Heritage
Action Fund, was used for the
restoration of the steeple and ex-
terior windows of the 112-year-
old structure.

“When the time is right, the
Lord will make it happen, and it
has happened at Beulah Baptist
Church,” said Pastor Johnathan
T. Hargrave. “We’re so thankful
for the blessings of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.”

Other restoration work in-
cluded the walls and ceiling in
the church foyer, said Deacon
Robert Morgan. He and other
church officials are excited about
the project being completed, and
they are pleased with the results,
Morgan said.

He noted the construction be-
gan in November 2024 and was
completed in May 2025. Johnny
Waycaster of Waycaster Dungan
Architecture and Engineering
was the architect on the project,
and Smith Painting and Con-
tracting completed the work.

“Everybody was overjoyed,”
Morgan said of the congregation.
“They were so pleased that they
actually made more trips to the
church. Some people who don’t
even attend the church said they
made it a habit to drive by to see
how it looks.”

For Morgan, the project is
about the legacy of the church.
“It means that the legacy contin-
ues,” he said. “Each generation
does its best to take what the pre-
vious generation gave and makes
it better. In this case, the legacy
continues for the next genera-

Beulah Missionary Baptist Church has a new steeple

tion, which won’t have that prob-
lem (of the steeple) to deal with.”

Carter Burns, executive direc-
tor of Historic Natchez Founda-
tion, assisted the church with its
grant application.

“We’re thankful that the His-
toric Natchez Foundation was
able to assist Beulah in receiving
this grant from the Preserving
Black Churches program of the
National Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation to restore the steeple on
this important historic church
building here in Natchez,” Burns

said.
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(L-R) Deacon Robert Morgan, Pastor Johnathan T. Hargrave, Historic Natchez Founda-

tion Executive Director, Carter Burns.

Beulah is located at 710 Beu-
lah St. or B Street. It played an
important role in the Civil Rights
Movement in Natchez. Accord-
ing to historians, it was regularly
used as a meeting place by the
Natchez NAACP.

In early October 1965,
NAACP meetings at the church
launched protests that resulted
in the arrest of several hundred
protesters who defied a court ban
against marching.

When the local jails became
full, the authorities bused 150 of
them to Parchman Penitentiary

where they endured harsh treat-
ment. It is said that they were
“Proud to Take a Stand.” Their
experience became known as
“The Parchman Ordeal.”

Beulah was founded in 1896
by William Rochester, a U.S.
Colored Troops veteran and
commander-in-chief of the Mis-
sissippi and Louisiana Depart-
ment of the Grand Army of the
Republic.

The church officially orga-
nized on December 30, 1896,
but its original wooden building
was constructed in 1901, accord-

|

:
N
{8
L

ing to Hargrave. Unfortunately,
he said, it was destroyed by fire
on March 4, 1911, and rebuilt in
1912.

Beulah was one of 31 churches
out of more than 550 applicants
across the United States ap-
proved for funding by the Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preser-
vation, which awarded a total of
$4 million for the institutions.

A dedication ceremony for
the steeple will be held at 4 p.m.
, Sunday, July 20, during the
church homecoming service. It
is open to the public.

Pearl River Revitalization
Coalition Supports Corps of
Engineers’ New Plan for Jackson
and the Pearl River Basin

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers has released a long-
awaited Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) outlining a re-
vised flood risk management
plan for the Pearl River Basin.
The Pearl River Revitalization
Coalition announced July 3rd
its strong support for the find-
ings related to the Alternative
D1 plan presented by the Mis-
sissippi Valley Division, Re-
gional Planning and Environ-
ment Division South.

“This report affirms what
we’ve said for years—when
cities embrace their rivers,
they see new opportunities
for growth, development, and
economic revitalization,” said
Dr. Rickey Thigpen, President
and CEO of Visit Jackson.
“We want that future for Jack-
son, and we’re ready to work
together to make it happen.”

Called Alternative D1 in
the report, the most impact-
ful option consists of widen-
ing the Pearl River within the
existing levee system and con-
structing a weir just south of
1-20. Not only will it result in
a 71% reduction in flood risk
for the area, the Corps’ report
states: “This project can be a
transformational catalyst for
enhancing the quality of life
of these communities for de-
cades...that could spark an
economic revival with a river-
side focus that simply does not
currently exist. We agree and
look forward to a time later
this year when the Corps will
approve Alternative D1,” said
Thigpen.

The latest iteration of the
plan features a smaller physi-
cal footprint than previous
proposals, significantly reduc-
ing environmental impacts

Pearl

River

Revitalization Coalition

Connecting the City to the River

while providing much-needed
flood protection for histori-
cally wvulnerable neighbor-
hoods in Northeast and South
Jackson. The Corps also states
there will be negligible down-
stream impacts and no impacts
to the Gulf Coast or the State
of Louisiana.

“It is imperative for the
Jackson metro area to have
quality of life amenities like
this to attract and retain the
skilled workforce needed to
drive economic development,”
said Jeff Rent, President and
CEO of the Greater Jackson
Chamber Partnership. “We are
excited about the opportunity
for new beginnings in Jackson
and this project will accelerate
our growth and secure our re-
gion’s future.”

Beyond flood control, the
project offers a wide range of
community benefits, includ-
ing:

1. Improved public access to
the Pearl River

2. New recreational ameni-

ties like parks and trails

3. Opportunities for a mod-
ernized water treatment facil-
ity in South Jackson

4. Enhanced water quality

5. Expanded environmental
education efforts

6. Increased economic de-
velopment

7. A chance for Jackson to
embrace the river as part of its
identity

The Pearl River Revital-
ization Coalition is a diverse

partnership of educational
institutions, community or-
ganizations, private sector

partners, and non-profits. The
Coalition fully supports this
compromise plan developed
collaboratively by the Corps of
Engineers and the local flood
control district to reduce flood
risks, reconnect Jackson resi-
dents with the river, modern-
ize critical water infrastruc-
ture, encourage investment
in parks and trails, and help
Jackson thrive for generations
to come.

MSBOC Urges Residents
to Do Homework Before
Going Solar

Avoid costly mistakes, scams and unlicensed installers before making a commitment

The Mississippi Link Newswire

As more Mississippi home-
owners explore solar energy to
lower their utility bills, the Mis-
sissippi State Board of Contrac-
tors urges residents to be cau-
tious, informed and selective
when considering solar panel
installations.

Solar energy is a major in-
vestment that requires careful
planning. Important factors to
consider include the age and con-
dition of your roof, sun exposure,
energy usage, household budget,
and how long you plan to stay in
your home.

“Solar is a growing trend, and
we want Mississippi homeown-
ers to reap its benefits without
risking poor workmanship or
misleading sales tactics,” said
MSBOC  Executive Director
Stephanie Lee. “That starts with
hiring a licensed contractor who
meets the state’s standards for
training, safety and accountabil-
ity.”

MSBOC warns that unli-
censed contractors are entering
the Mississippi market, offering
fast installs or low prices and
leaving behind incomplete or un-
safe work that fails to meet state
standards. That’s why residents
should verify that companies are
properly licensed to do business
in Mississippi before making any
final decisions.

The board also recommends
that homeowners review their
electricity usage, investigate
available incentives and get mul-
tiple written quotes that compare
apples-to-apples on equipment,
system size, installation scope,
warranties and financing terms.

“Some solar companies make
claims about savings or use high-
pressure tactics like limited time

MSBOC

Mississippl State Board of Contractors

deals to push people into con-
tracts,” Lee said. “It’s important
homeowners aren’t misled about
costs, trapped in confusing lease
terms or left with systems that
don’t perform as promised.”

Homeowners should be cau-
tious about leasing offers that
advertise low monthly payments
and guaranteed energy savings
since these often come with long-
term contracts and unfavorable
terms. They should also be wary
of companies that request large
upfront payments. In general,
down payments should not ex-
ceed 10 percent of the total cost
or $1,000, whichever is less.

MSBOC Urges Residents to
Do Homework Before Going So-
lar.

MSBOC is committed to pro-
tecting residents by ensuring that
only qualified, licensed contrac-
tors perform work in the state.
Here are some helpful tips:

* Avoid high-pressure sales
tactics such as limited-time
deals.

* Get references and ask previ-
ous customers about their experi-
ences.

* Know the lease terms and
don’t rush into signing on the
dotted line.

* Never pay large amounts up-
front; down payments should be
minimal.

 Ensure contracts, warranties
and inspections are complete be-
fore making the final payment.

* Upfront costs can be signifi-
cant, and savings may take years
to materialize.

* Without battery backup,
panels won’t deliver solar power
when needed most.

* Watch out for companies
that use substandard or outdated
equipment that may cause poor
performance or safety hazards.

* Be alert for scammers posing
as legitimate solar companies to
collect your personal or financial
information.

To verify licensing status, visit
msboc.us or call 1-800-880-
6161.

Protecting Mississippi  resi-
dents and businesses since 1952,
the Mississippi State Board of
Contractors licenses and regu-
lates the state’s construction
industry to ensure public health
and safety. MSBOC educates
consumers, enforces licensing
laws, investigates complaints,
and actively combats unlicensed
activity through its statewide in-
vestigative team
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‘Talent over tokenism: black mayors
slash crime despite media silence

By Stacy M. Brown
Black Press USA Senior National
Correspondent

While cable news pundits and
national newspapers often fix-
ate on urban dysfunction, Black
mayors across America are
delivering measurable, record-
breaking progress in public
safety—and getting almost no
credit for it. Baltimore Mayor
Brandon Scott and Birmingham
Mayor Randall Woodfin have
overseen some of the steep-
est reductions in violent crime
their cities have experienced
in decades. But they are far
from alone. From New York to
Los Angeles to Chicago, Black
mayors are proving that talent,
vision, and a relentless focus
on evidence-based policy—not
tokenism—are  transforming
communities. Yet their achieve-
ments have largely been ignored
by mainstream media outlets
that rarely look past sensational
headlines.

Baltimore, long branded one
of America’s most dangerous
cities, released midyear crime
data showing a 22 percent drop
in homicides compared to the
same period last year. Nonfatal
shootings are down 19 percent,
and juvenile homicide victims
have declined by an astonishing
71 percent. Police are solving
more crimes, with a homicide
clearance rate of 64 percent and
a non-fatal shooting clearance
rate 20 percentage points above

Governor Moore attends a press conference with Mayor Brandon Scott on Public Safety in Baltimore WIKIME-
DIA COMMONS / PHOTO BY MARYLAND GOVPICS

the department’s 10-year aver-
age. “These historic lows are the
result of a comprehensive, evi-
dence-based public safety strat-
egy that we have implemented
in partnership with residents,”
Scott said. “But our work is far
from over—68 lives lost to vio-
lence is 68 too many.”

The progress didn’t happen
by chance. Under Scott’s lead-
ership, the Baltimore Police De-
partment has combined targeted
enforcement with offers of help.
Commissioner Richard Wor-
ley described how the Group
Violence Reduction Strategy
works: “We go out and give
them a letter and basically say,
‘Listen, we know you were do-
ing the shooting. We want you

to put the guns down, or we will
take you and your entire drug
operation off the street. But here
are the services—job training,
education, relocation.”” Mean-
while, in Birmingham, Woodfin
has led an aggressive, commu-
nity-driven approach that’s paid
off. The city’s homicide rate has
fallen 52 percent compared to
last year, and the clearance rate
for homicides has surged to 79
percent, a level rarely seen in
major cities.

“The Birmingham Police
Department is extremely ag-
gressive in what they’re doing
and how they’re taking a dif-
ferent approach in policing our
community,” Woodfin said. He
credited a blend of new tech-

nology, such as the Real Time
Crime Center, and grassroots
cooperation. “When you share
information, it doesn’t allow
the criminal element to be em-
boldened and hide behind fear
of people,” Woodfin explained.
“Those who are killing people
are not just walking our streets.”
Birmingham Police Chief Mi-
chael Pickett said the city’s
street outreach teams are also
preventing retaliatory shoot-
ings before they happen. “We
are really, really hammering at
it,” Pickett told the City Coun-
cil. “I am very appreciative of
all the men and women in the
Birmingham Police Department
who are leading our fight.”
While total violent crime

in Birmingham has edged up
slightly, the plunge in homicides
shows that sustained focus and
coordination can work—even if
major media don’t bother to cov-
er it. State and federal partners
in Maryland have also acknowl-
edged Baltimore’s progress.
“Baltimore City released a mid-
year report showing the fewest
homicides ever recorded at this
point in a single year,” Mary-
land Governor Wes Moore’s of-
fice said in a statement. Across
the country, other Black mayors
are driving similar results.

In New York City, Mayor Eric
Adams has presided over a 24
percent drop in shootings and
a 14 percent decline in murders
so far in 2025, the fewest shoot-
ing incidents recorded in more
than a decade. Robberies and
burglaries are also down, with
NYPD data showing consistent
reductions across nearly every
major crime category. On the
West Coast, Los Angeles Mayor
Karen Bass saw homicides fall
14 percent in 2024 and gang-
related killings drop nearly 45
percent in areas targeted by
community safety programs.
Overall violent crime declined
by 3 percent, and property
crimes like burglary and auto
theft dropped by thousands of
incidents compared to the prior
year.

In Chicago, Mayor Brandon
Johnson has overseen a 22 per-
cent decrease in murders and

a 31 percent drop in shootings
through early 2025, reaching
the city’s lowest homicide totals
in over a decade. Officials credit
community-based outreach and
investments in neighborhood
violence prevention. And in At-
lanta, Mayor Andre Dickens an-
nounced that violent crime was
down nearly 16 percent in 2024,
with homicides decreasing and
property crime dropping as
well. The city has invested in
hiring more officers while ex-
panding the At-Promise Cen-
ters that connect youth with
educational and mental health
resources.

In both large and mid-sized
cities, the results are undeni-
able: fewer families burying
loved ones, more cases solved,
and more residents willing to
engage with police. But to hear
much of the national narrative,
you’d never know it. As several
social media users have pointed
out, in Baltimore, Birmingham,
New York, Los Angeles, Chi-
cago, and Atlanta, Black lead-
ership is not a box to check or
a headline to boast about. It’s
what drives real, life-saving
change—whether the national
media notices or not. “While we
acknowledge the historic lows
we are experiencing, we must
simultaneously  acknowledge
that there is much more work
to do,” Scott stated. “And our
success makes me commit even
further to doing it.”

The Race Card

Bad Faith never changes — dishonest, deceitful, fraudulent — now mainstream in America

The new tax law fuels inequality,
strips healthcare, and displaces

black communities

By Christopher Young
Contributing Writer

‘Playing the race card’; ‘using the
race card’; ‘pulling the race card’ — are
all phrases very often used in our soci-
ety by white people against non-white
people, particularly African Americans.
When non-white people call out racism,
racial injustice, or lack of fairness — the
retort is always that they are ‘playing the
race card’. There is no pause for deeper
consideration of the merits of the objec-
tion. It’s not in the playbook to truly
listen and try to understand. In all too
many instances, if your skin color is not
white, then your thoughts and feelings
don’t matter.

This template of discrimination in
America was inherent in slavery — 250
years of brutal and often deadly oppres-
sion of African Americans. Enslaved
people were brought to this land as
property, totally stripped of sovereign
humanity. To view these people as any-
thing other than property — possessions
of their white owners - required an in-
fusion of enlightenment and morality.
It became a means to ensure a Union
victory. On September 22, 1862, when
President Lincoln issued the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation that would go into ef-
fect the following January 1st, Lincoln
tied slavery to the Civil War. He repeat-
edly proclaimed that preserving the
Union was his primary objective — not
ending slavery, per the National Mu-
seum of African American History &
Culture.

When asking Southerners about
slavery or the Civil War, we often hear
the words: “It’s complicated.” That re-
sponse affords undeserved grace to the
respondent. The better response would
be, “From our origins to the present day,
on the soil that we now call the United
States, African descendants and others
have been looked down on; have been
viewed by the white majority -- with
relatively few exceptions -- as less-than,
and undeserving of equality, despite
our country’s own founding documents
claiming the opposite.”

Post-Emancipation Proclamation
and 13th Amendment, we have seen
the systemic targeting of Black Ameri-
cans. The list never ends: “Black Codes,

ILLUSTRATION VIA WWW.BUCKNELL.EDU

convict leasing, Jim Crow, redlining,
sundown towns, COINTELPRO, mass
incarceration, and the calculated de-
struction of over 60 thriving Black
towns,” per the Minnesota Spokesman
Reporter, a member of National News-
paper Publishers Association — The
Black Press.

Currently, The White House is occu-
pied by someone who does not believe in
racial equality. He was just 27 years old
in 1973 when the Justice Department’s
Civil Rights Division filed suit against
Trump Management Corporation for ra-
cial discrimination in their renting poli-
cies. They settled with a consent decree
in 1975, per www.Politico.com.

Trump’s cabinet consists of twenty-
two people, and one is African Ameri-
can. At the top of his agenda is the
nationwide elimination of Diversity, Eq-
uity, and Inclusion, focusing on elimi-
nating support for non-whites in a broad
manner that includes physical ability,
race, ethnicity, gender identity, sexual
orientation, and religion. This action,
while beginning with the federal gov-
ernment, has the intent to spread into
the private sector. This is “playing the
race card” on the grandest and ugliest
of scales.

When asked for her thoughts, Dr.
Marion Y. Talley, Associate Minister at
the historic Farish Street Baptist Church
in Jackson, MS shared, “First, they want
to delegitimize our experiences by say-
ing, ‘it’s not true’, and second, in the
back of their minds, I think they are say-
ing, “If we can take away the historical
nature of what is happening, then they
won’t have a problem repeating them. If
they could erase our lived experiences
they would. If he could load up all the

black folks and take them out, he would
do it. Reverse racism is nothing but a
power play. If we allow it, it will con-
tinue.”

Reverend Hosea J. Hines, Senior
Pastor of Christ Tabernacle Church in
Jackson and the national leader of A
New Day Coalition for Equity for Black
America (ANCEBA) shared, “People
are exercising racism, oppression and
bigotry in our current environment.
This administration is doing it, and they
have made it okay for others — it’s their
version of cleansing America. Accus-
ing someone of ‘playing the race card’
is just one of their tools. Another is
identifying people with adjectives. In
our lives we are not adjectives, we are
nouns — a man, a woman, etc. In days
gone by it was easy to call someone out,
like Beckwith (Byron De La Beckwith,
the avowed white supremacist who
murdered Medgar Evers), for example;
but today we need to expand our criti-
cal thinking and see the larger picture,
because today the major corporate that
will practice racism is AI. Who is doing
the programming of AI? Is it connected
to a New World Order? Now with spiri-
tual wickedness in high places, we are at
a crucible of crises — we must act.”

Ms. Annie L. Cooper, who served
as the Director of Multicultural Affairs
for over twenty years at Mansfield Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, didn’t mince
words. “People who try to dismiss is-
sues pertaining to injustices perpetrat-
ed on Black people by saying they are
‘just playing the race card’ are either
unaware of the history of structural
discrimination and marginalization of
people of color in the United States or
they are staunch racists.

Some people have conservative views
and are unable to appreciate the value of
DEI They do not understand the ben-
efits and enrichment of exposure to va-
riety - differences of culture, lifestyles
and beliefs. In my opinion, when some
people are faced with the history of
structural racism and the truth of unfair
advantages afforded to white people in
this country, they have a sense of guilt
and/or denial and will choose to dismiss
issues of protest or grievance as simply
Black people ‘playing the race card’.”

By Stacy M. Brown
Black Press USA Senior National Cor-
respondent

The legislation President Donald
Trump signed into law July 4—cel-
ebrated by Republican Sen. Tim Scott
as a milestone of “fiscal responsibil-
ity” and “opportunity”—is, in fact, a
sprawling blueprint for further con-
centrating wealth, destabilizing public
schools, and stripping resources from
Black communities.

While Scott touted the bill as a trans-
formative achievement for American
families, independent analyses paint
a different picture. The Committee for
a Responsible Federal Budget projects
the law will add trillions to the deficit
over the next decade, driven by perma-
nent corporate tax cuts and expanded
defense spending. That debt load will
almost certainly trigger future de-
mands to slash Medicaid, SNAP, and
housing assistance programs essential
to millions of Black families.

Scott, who is Black, repeatedly
claimed that the law delivers tax re-
lief to working people; however, the
Tax Policy Center estimates that the
wealthiest 1 percent of households
will collect the majority of tax ben-
efits, averaging more than $60,000 per
year. By contrast, the average middle-
income household—where most Black
families fall—will see only temporary,
modest reductions, many of which ex-
pire in five years. Among the most
dangerous provisions is the permanent
expansion of the Opportunity Zone
program, which Scott called “maxi-
mizing community impact.” Multiple
studies, including those by the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office and the
Brookings Institution, have found that
Opportunity Zones have largely failed
to reduce poverty or lift incomes for
residents. Instead, they have acceler-
ated gentrification, pushing long-time
Black families and small businesses
out of their neighborhoods as investors
rush in to extract profit.

The law’s new permanent school
choice tax credit has been framed as
a lifeline for low-income children, but
the reality is that it primarily benefits
those who are already able to afford

Official portrait of U.S. Senator Tim Scott
(R-SC). PHOTO BY U.S. SENATE PHOTOGRAPHIC
STUDIO-RENEE BOUCHARD

private school tuition. Public education
researchers have warned that this di-
version of public funding will deepen
educational disparities that trap Black
students in under-resourced schools
while wealthier families receive tax
subsidies. The repeal of Section 899, a
tax provision that imposed penalties on
certain foreign-owned corporations,
was labeled by Scott as a job creator.
Yet tax policy experts agree there is no
evidence this giveaway will generate
employment. What is certain is that
multinational corporations will pocket
billions in tax savings, while Black
workers are left to hope for trickle-
down benefits that rarely materialize.

Even as lawmakers made corporate
tax cuts permanent, they allowed the
expanded Child Tax Credit—respon-
sible for record reductions in Black
child poverty in recent years—to re-
main expired. In its place, the law
provides structural tax advantages to
investors and business owners, mak-
ing it more difficult for Black families
to build wealth or afford rising housing
costs. The result is a sweeping law that
strengthens systemic inequities under
the banner of prosperity. House Dem-
ocratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries put it
bluntly: “The One Big Ugly Bill hurts
everyday Americans and rewards bil-
lionaires. It’s the largest attack on
healthcare in American history. More
than 17 million people will lose their
healthcare as a result... folks are go-
ing to die across the United States of
America.”
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Freedom celebrated. Freedom

denied. Strange isn’t it?

By James B. Ewers Jr. Ed.D.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio

The cost of liv-
ing is going up.
Going to the store
or getting gas has
become painful.
America is in an
anguished  and
frustrated state.

The questions are many and
the answers are few. There is
much conjecture and concern
in the United States of Amer-
ica now.

Yet despite these challenges,
we celebrated another 4th of
July holiday. We used that day
as a day of thanksgiving. You
see, we can’t take freedom for
granted. Being in this country
has its privileges. We don’t

have to hide, nor do we have to
take shelter.

Last week we celebrated
this time-honored day in vari-
ous ways. In some cities, there
were 4th of July parades. It is
widely recognized that Alam-
eda, California has the longest
parade. It is 3.3 miles long with
over 150 entries and 2500 par-
ticipants.

Let’s just say that you had to
pack some snacks because you
were out there for a while. [ am
sure that it was a fun time for
family and friends. Another
California city, Claremont cel-
ebrated July 4th with a pan-
cake breakfast and a road race.
I am sure a good time was had
by everybody.

Fireworks are also a tradi-
tional part of July 4th festivi-

ties. Cities across America like
Washington DC, Boston, Mas-
sachusetts and Chicago, Illi-
nois had grand fireworks dis-
plays. Children love to see the
sky light up at night. That is a
big treat for them. The record
shows that Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania started the July 4th
fireworks celebrations.
Traveling by car is always a
preferred mode of transporta-
tion for many of us. According
to the American Automobile
Association, thousands of mo-
torists took to the highways to
celebrate with loved ones.
Now, it couldn’t be the 4th
of July without backyard bar-
beques with hot dogs and ham-
burgers. Don’t forget the ribs
and chicken. These foods went
well with the assortment of

side dishes that we had. Food,
folks, and fun happened on
that day.

Shopping was also a big hit
in some households. Sales
were featured in many stores
and online, too. We all know
people who will stand in line
or get to a computer for a good
sale. The operative phrase is
that you are saving money
and who doesn’t want to save
money?

The July 4th holiday is
draped in celebration and
commemoration. It highlights
America’s greatness and gran-
deur. It is like no other patri-
otic holiday. It stands alone and
is without equal.

This holiday also gave us a
respite from what is happening
in America. Regardless of your

walk in life, we are in a posi-
tion of fear and trepidation.
Whatever your political bear-
ing is, you are wondering what
the future might hold.

If you are a Washington DC
politician and you voted for the
bill proposed by the adminis-
tration, how are you feeling?
Your public persona may be
one of joy, however what is
your gut telling you? That is
the question.

When those legislators re-
turn to their home states, what
will their message be? What
will they tell their constituents
when they are asked about their
healthcare? What will their an-
swer be when asked about food
insecurity programs that were
cut? Will there be an accept-
able answer when asked about

summer programs for children
and why they were cut?

The bill signed on July 4th has
in it a significant increase for
immigration. Reports say there
will be an additional 10,000
new positions for ICE. We will
see how that increase will affect
the current landscape.

Whether you like this bill or
not, it will be implemented. One
survey says that 54 percent of
Americans do not like this bill.
Critics say that the administra-
tion has gone too far. We will
see in the coming months, the
effects of this new legislation.

Freedom of speech and free-
dom of assembly are being
watched closely by civil liber-
ties pundits. Be vigilant and be
careful as these are interesting
times.

Count the Cost

Rising Waters Will Not
Drown the American Spirit

By Ben Jealous

People For the American Way

On the Fourth of
July, Donald Trump
signed his “megabill.”
The law boosts the dy-
ing fossil fuel industry
with tens of billions of
taxpayer dollars. It in-
vites an additional 470 million met-
ric tons of greenhouse gas emissions
per year by 2035 — that’s the equiva-
lent annual emissions of more than
100 million gas-powered cars. And
it aims to stop dead in its tracks the
clean energy transition and the green
manufacturing jobs boom the Infla-
tion Reduction Act was already start-
ing to create.

Just hours later, a climate-fueled
storm settled over and dumped four
months worth of rain on Texas Hill
Country. The Guadalupe River rose
26 feet within 45 minutes. The re-
sulting flash floods killed at least 104
people — at the time of this writing,
although that number will go up —
mostly in Kerr County. That death toll
includes dozens of young girls attend-
ing the Camp Mystic youth camp.

This disaster was not a random
event. It was a crisis written by the
climate crisis and made far worse by
the types of policies being pushed by
this administration everyday.

Before the absurdly named One Big
Beautiful Bill Act landed on Trump’s
desk, his administration had already
begun gutting America’s frontline
defenses against climate disasters
— like the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration’s climate

labs, the National Weather Service,
and the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency. As questions abound
about why parts of the flood-impacted
region did not receive adequate warn-
ing about the floods, Trump insisted
that “nobody expected it” and it was a
“once in 100 years” event.

But storms like this, as well as in-
creased flooding from the Guadalupe
River, were expected — and predicted.
The US Geological Survey — another
vital body Trump is trying to eviscer-
ate — issued a report to that effect in
2019. The science is clear: warmer
air holds more moisture, intensify-
ing storms and accelerating flood
risk. We’re now witnessing the violent
proof of these predictions.

According to UCLA climate scien-
tist Daniel Swain, “this kind of record-
shattering rain (caused by slow-mov-
ing torrential thunderstorms) event is
*precisely* that which is increasing
the fastest in [a] warming climate.”

As for the “one in 100 years” claim,
those once-in-a-century extreme
weather events are now happening far
more often thanks to the climate cri-
sis! Between just 2015-2019, one St.
Louis suburb had three major floods
and at least two of them were consid-
ered “1-in-100-year events.”

It is not hard to see how the cli-
mate crisis became a political debate.
Decades of anti-science propaganda
from the coal, oil, and gas industries.
Politicians bought and paid for by fos-
sil fuel oligarchs. A current adminis-
tration with a cabinet full of industry
shills.

Big Oil alone spent a whopping

$445 million through the 2024 elec-
tion cycle to influence Trump and
Congress. A staggering figure to be
sure, that does not include donations
funneled through dark money groups
(likely tens of millions of dollars more
—at least). And it still falls short of the
$1 billion Donald Trump asked the
country’s oil executives to kick in to
his campaign -- an amount Trump in-
sisted would be a “deal” for the indus-
try because of what he was willing to
give them.

But it is high time that our leaders,
at every level and of every party, stop
kowtowing to a toxic and unneces-
sary industry built on death, illness,
and poisoning our communities. It is
time they treat this crisis as a struggle
for survival — a fight for the future our
children deserve.

As the people of Texas grieve and
the country grieves with them, their
pain is our warning.

We are at a crossroads: We can
double down on denial and let super-
storms, heatwaves, droughts, floods,
and fires determine our fate. Or we
can lead — with science, resilience,
courage, and a recommitment to our
values.

If we harness our outrage and come
together to fight like hell for our col-
lective future, we will win. Because
when people stand up and demand a
safe planet, nothing — not even ris-
ing water — can drown the American
spirit.

Ben Jealous is the Executive Direc-
tor of the Sierra Club and a Professor
of Practice at the University of Penn-
sylvania.
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By LaShunda Calvert, Ph.D.

Tips for a Good Marriage
L Today, many are
cautiously  evaluating

how they manage their
money due to today’s

' economy and by every
@7 right you should. The
~— economy is facing in-
flation in grocery stores (I have wit-
nessed many in grocery stores baffling
and struggling with what they desire to
buy and what they can afford to buy —
this is very disturbing), credit card debt
is drowning many, buy now, pay later
payments are emptying peoples ac-
counts, prices of new and used vehicles
are soaring, price of medicines is ris-
ing, the cost of gas is steadily increas-
ing, mortgages are increasing, rent for
apartments is sky rocketing, college
tuition is outrageous (in fact, I recently
read that many parents are having to
pursue Part-Time work, neglect or put
retirement plans on hold, and many
are cashing in on their retirement to
help pay for their children’s college
education — do you know anyone who
is hiring?), utility bills are increasing,
insurance rates are on an all-time high
(many have opted out of purchasing
auto insurance because it has become
ridiculously high), etc. As the old peo-
ple say — some are robbing AJ to pay
Deondre (Yes, I changed the names)
and many are going without helping to
make ends meet in the household.

What can you do? What do you do
about the cost of things increasing?
Do you worry? Do you fret? Do you
choose to stay in tents? Do you give up?
You must count the cost for everything
you do and don’t do financially, etc. and
in marriage. But we will stick to mar-
riage for now. However, I can help you
with the financial advice above too — I
am not an expert by any means, but I
believe God can give you strategies for
everything — call or text me. Just like
with the economy, married couples
must be intentional about what they do
and do not do in marriage because it
can detrimentally impact the marriage.

What does it mean to count the cost?
One of my favorite biblical passages
makes it plain on what counting the
cost mean.

Luke 14: 28/31 (NJKV) states — Je-
sus talking: 28 “For which of you, in-
tending to build a tower, does not sit
down first and count the cost, whether
he has enough to finish it... 31 Or what
king, going to make war against anoth-
er king, does not sit down first and con-
sider whether he is able with ten thou-
sand to meet him who comes against
him with twenty thousand.

This passage simply acknowledges
that before you decide to do anything
even in following Christ (read the en-
tire passage) you must consider and
evaluate the cost — the consequences
FIRST! For instance, who goes in the

grocery store and just starts buying
without some type of plan. You should
first, develop a budget that is afford-
able, compose a grocery list, review
grocery store ads online and determine
which store will accommodate you the
most for what you want, go to the store,
don’t take any extra source of pay-
ment with you besides your budgeted
grocery funds and a few dollars over,
calculate every item, and stick to your
plan - this is counting the cost.

In marriage, you must count the cost
for the following:

Not praying consistently for mar-
riage/family

Not seeking self-healing from past
traumas

Not working in unity

Lack of communication

Lack of spending quality time to-
gether

Allowing family/friends/parenting
to divide you

Showing a lack of gratitude

Wives overly nagging your husbands
— pushes husbands to go to the rooftop
— maybe someone else’s rooftop?

Husbands not living with wives in
an understanding way — hinders your
prayers

Affairs — breaks trust — takes years
to restore trust- separation — divorce,
etc.

Wives controlling — neglecting hus-
band’s insight

Jealously/always suspicious of your
spouse — it gets old, and it can cause
everything to die

Abuse - verbal and emotional abuse
can cause scars that won’t go away as
easy as some physical ones will

Making major financial decisions
without spouse

Not quenching your spouse thirst
intimately — this can destroy any mar-
riage

Unforgiveness, etc.

In conclusion, the above reasons are
not a justification to mistreat or neglect
your spouse in any way, but we must
realize there are consequences for ev-
erything we do and do not do in mar-
riage. What do you think the cost — the
outcome would be if you invested in
love, affection, gratitude, communica-
tion, acknowledging each other’s feel-
ings, working as a team, etc., in your
marriage? Please prayerfully and cau-
tiously count the cost for everything
you do and don’t do in your marriage
because the ultimate price you can pay
is losing everything!

Contact Dr. LaShunda Calvert
for speaking engagements (Moti-
vational,  Ministering, =~ Marriage
Counseling, Marriage Workshops,
Marriage Seminars, Marriage Con-
ferences, etc.) on: Instagram. letsstay-
2getherdever (Dr. LaShunda Calvert)
Facebook: Dr. LaShunda Calvert
Email:letsstaytogetherdeva@gmail.
com Contact # 601-596-2528

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed

pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Jackson, Mississippi
Proposed Amendments to the Consolidated and Annual Action Plans

The City of Jackson, Mississippi is proposing the following substantial amendments to its HUD-
approved plans to allow for the reallocation of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
funds:

 Amendment No. 5 to the 2020 Consolidated Plan

 Amendment No. 4 to the 2021 One-Year Action Plan

 Amendment No. 4 to the 2022 One-Year Action Plan

 Amendment No. 2 to the 2023 One-Year Action Plan

 Amendment No. 2 to the 2024 One-Year Action Plan of the 5-Year Consolidated Plan

Proposed Changes:

The City proposes to reallocate CDBG funds from various projects. Details of the reallocations
are as follows:

1. 2020 Action Plan: Reallocating funds from the Economic Development and Homeowner
Housing Rehab Projects to a project for repaying CDBG financial obligations.

2. 2021 Action Plan: Reallocating funds from the Economic Development and Public Facilities
projects to a project for repaying CDBG financial obligations.

3. 2022 Action Plan: Reallocating funds from the Economic Development project to a project
for repaying CDBG financial obligations.

4.2023 Action Plan: Reallocating funds from the Public Facilities Improvements, Fair Housing,
and Economic Development projects to a project for repaying CDBG financial obligations.

5. 2024 Action Plan: Reallocating funds from the Economic Development and Public Facilities
Improvements projects to a project for repaying CDBG financial obligations.

Public Comment Period:

The City invites public review and comment on these proposed amendments.
Written comments may be submitted via email to:

Office of Housing and Community Development

Email: OHCD@jacksonms.gov

Comments must be received by 5:00 p.m. on August 2, 2025.

Adoption of Amendments:

If no objections are received during the public comment period, the proposed amendments
will be considered adopted. Should any objections be submitted by the public, they will be
presented to the Jackson City Council for consideration prior to final adoption.

Reginald Jefferson, Deputy Director
Department of Planning & Development

Office of Housing and Community Development
601-960-2155

7/3/2025, 7/10/2025, 7/17/2025, 7/24/2025, 7/31/2025,

U-RENTAL

Van Company
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Advertisement for:
Bid 26-3272
Fire Extinguisher Replacement and Services

Electronic RFP proposals for the above RFP will be received by the Board of Trustees of the
Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson,
Mississippi, on Friday, July 25, 2025 until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) on the following
dates and times associated with each RFP proposal which time and place they will be publicly
opened and read aloud

A Pre-Bid Conference concerning all listed projects will be held in person at Enochs Adminis-
trative Complex, 101 Dr. Dennis Holloway Drive and Via TEAMS (see below for link) on Mon-
day, June 18, 2025, at 10:00 A.M. Attendance at the pre-bid conferences is non-mandatory but
strongly encouraged. Please see the link below.

Join Via TEAMS: https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MzdmODR;jYjQt
MTE2MS000TexLWIXODItY TAOMWIWZjU4Z TIw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%
3a%22b0d7dadf-39df-4e2c-8ff6-f5256d542f94 %22 %2c%220id%22%3a%228662722-2fef-
4b6f-8dd6-4c8b69bbf1de%22%7d

Please email RFP@jackson.k12.ms.us us to ensure your spot in the pre-bid conference. It is
imperative to have this information before the meeting to confirm your attendance.

The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject all RFPs, waive informalities, and with-
hold the acceptance of any RFP if approved forty-five calendar days from the date RFPs are
opened.

There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Download from Central
Bidding website at www.centralbidding.com for a small fee of $49.99 or visit JPSD website at
www.jackson.k12.ms.us and download. Vendors must be registered with Central Bidding in
order to electronically upload RFPs proposals at no cost. For any questions concerning the
process, or how to register, please contact Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.

All hand-delivered proposals must be delivered before the opening time (local prevailing time)
and the date the bid is scheduled to open. These deliveries are to be made to the Business
Services Office at 662 South President Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

Performance Dates:

« 1st Advertise: 07 July 2025 (Clarion); 10 July 2025 (Jackson Advocate, MS Link)
« 2nd Advertise: 14 July 2025 (Clarion); 17 July 2025 (Jackson Advocate, MS Link)
* Pre-bid Conference: 18 July 2025 (TEAMS)

« Final Date for Questions: 21 July 2025

* Answers to Questions: 22 July 2025

« Bid Opening Day: 25 July 2025 @ 10:00 A.M.

* Vendors may be notified of Board Review and Potential Award after the Bid Date

7/10/2025, 7/17/2025

* New
°12&
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CITY OF JACKSON
2025
NOTICE OF GRANT FUNDING

The City of Jackson’s Office of Housing and Community Development hereby notifies inter-
ested Applicants of funds available from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) for the following grant: Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Public
Service. The 2024 Public Service grant allocation will be used to fund the City of Jackson’s
Community Safety Initiative.

The City will conduct an in-person Application/Proposal Workshop session on Thursday, July
31, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room of the Warren Hood Build-
ing, located at 219 S. President Street, Jackson, MS. Organizations interested in applying
for use of 2024 CDBG Public Service funds to administer the Community Safety Initiative are
encouraged to attend the Workshop to receive program instructions and information on com-
pleting the applications/proposals.

Proposal packages for 2024 CDBG Public Service funding will only be accepted electroni-
cally via the City of Jackson’s OpenGov platform. Electronic submission instructions will be
included in the application instructions.

The deadline to submit all Public Service proposals electronically is by 5:00 p.m. on Friday,
August 15, 2025.

No application/proposal packages will be accepted at our office or by mail.

For more details, contact the Office of Housing and Community Development at 601-960-2155
or (601) 767-9428.

7/10/2025
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A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the .
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the //;-»(

puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started. C//// /
Hint: Quote by Charlie Brown N
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© Feature Exchange

leet of vans
15 passenger vans

o Unbeatable prices

¢ Unlimited miles

o Church / business trips
o Family vacation & more
o Cash or credit cards

3840 ROBINSON ROAD - JACKSON, MS 39209 - PHONE: 601-398-1162
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Public Announcement
Hinds County School District

IDEA, Preschool Project, and Consolidated Federal Programs
Application Meeting

Hinds County School District will host a meeting Thursday,
July 17,2025 at 5:00 PM
Location: Hinds County School District Boardroom 13192
Highway 18 West Raymond, MS 39154

This meeting will be held to discuss the plans for the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA), Preschool
Project, and Consolidated Federal Programs Application
(CFPA) for fiscal year 2026.

Any parents of children with a disability being served in the
Hinds County School District, along with any other parents of
children, community members, and stakeholders in the Hinds

County School District are invited to attend.

7/10/2025
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... Call today and receive a

FREE SHOWER
f PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

2\

. SAFENYSTEP

WaAaLK-IN TuB

' 1-855-532-0066

With pu_‘rchase of a new Safe Step v alk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchage. Offer available While supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445
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Foundation Solutions

20

b 99 Yo Y e .|

Your Trusted
Foundation
Repair Expert
Since 1933

Our Services:
Foundation Repair

Crawl Space Recovery
Water Management
Basement Waterproofing
Concrete Lifting
Basement Wall Recovery

Payment Plans
as Low as $125/mo

FREE Home
Evaluations

Industry-Leading
Warranty Options

Patented
Technology

Schedule Your Free Evaluation!
(866) 264-5115

0 1/1/2026. Only vall

Limited Time Offer
Upto $25() Off

. Foundation Repair '

appli
Terms of offer are subject to change.

Speeds up to

100 Mbps with
EarthLink Wireless
Home Internet

Sign up today and
get a $100 gift card!*

*Terms and conditions apply Qj Eq rthLink®

Reliable Internet NOW! 866-83 1 -402 1

Cryptogram Solution
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AT THE FOLLOWING LLOCATIONS:

JACKSON
BULLY’S RESTAURANT

3118 Livingston Road

CASH & CARRY

Capitol Street and Monument Street
CITY HALL

219 S President St

GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL

3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL

2030 N Siwell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL

4331 Highway 80W

DOLLAR GENERAL

5990 Medgar Evers Bivd
DOLLAR GENERAL

1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL

304 Briarwood Dr

DOLLAR GENERAL

2855 McDowell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL

104 Terry Rd

J & AFUEL STORES

3249 Medgar Evers Blvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S MARKET
Northside Drive

MCDADE’S MARKET #2

653 Duling Avenue

PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall

350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART

5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE

Fortification and 1-55

MURPHY USA

6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE

Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS

380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

CANTON

A&l

716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B&B

702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE

3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE

Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART

743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY

Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN

285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS

K & K ONE STOP

110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE

421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP

257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY

22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

BYRAM

DOLLAR GENERAL

125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
HAVIOR'S AUTO CARE

5495 |-55 South Frontage Road

VOWELL'S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road

CITY HALL

Terry Road

CLINTON
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

TERRY

SERVICE STATION

at Exit 78

CITY HALL

West Cunningham Avenue

RAYMOND

HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER

505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY

122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS

LOVE FOOD MART

120 E. Main Street,

Raymond, MS

RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL

110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE

UTICA
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18

PITT STOP

101 Hwy 18 & 27

BOLTON
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

MCAN

Mississippi Classified Advertising Network

To place your statewide classified ad order, call MS Press Services at 601-981-3060

Avtomobiles

Home Improvement

Services-General

WE BUY 8,000 CARS a week. Sell your
old, busted or junk car with no hoops,
haggles or headaches. Sell your car to
Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant

offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 1-
833-758-1344

SunSetter. America’s Number One
Awning! Instant shade af the touch of a
button. Transform your deck or patio into
an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year limited
warranty. Call now and SAVE $350
today! 1-888-495-6071

For Sale

Insvurance

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
today with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 5-
Year warranty with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-844-316-8630 today to sched-
ule a free quote. It is not just a generator.
It is a power move.

Home Improvement

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little
as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months! Lifetime warranty &
professional insfalls. Senior & Military
Discounts available. Call: 1-833-764-
2473

OLSHAN FOUNDATION SOLUTIONS.
Your trusted foundation repair experts
since 1933. Foundation repair. Crawl
space recovery. Basement waterproofing.
Water management and more. Free eval-
uation. Limited time up to $250 off foun-
dation repair. Call Olshan 1-866-264-
5115

SAFE STEP. North America is #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and
service. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1600 Off for a limited
timel Call today! Financing available.

Call Safe Step 1-855-532-0066

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-
5 8 4 - 8 5 1 7
www.dental50plus.com/mspress #6258

Medical Supplies

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00! 100% guaranteed.
CALL NOW! 1-833-641-4206

DONATE your car, truck, boat, RV
and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran
Car Donations at 1-866-428-0305
today!

Services-General

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS
HOME INTERNET with EarthLink. Enjoy
speeds from 5G and 4G LTE networks, no
contracts, easy installation, and data

plans up to 300 GB. Call 866-831-4021

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same reli-
able, nationwide coverage as the largest
carriers. No long-term contract, no hid-
den fees and activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and text, starting at
just $20/month. For more information,
call 1-844-954-4517

GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET! Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies,
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-877-628-3143

PEST CONTROL: PROTECT YOUR
HOME from pests safely and affordably.
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, Termite,
Spiders and other pests. Locally owned
and affordable. Call for service or an
inspection today! 1-833-542-0811 Have
zip code of property ready when calling!

Statewide
Classified Ads!

90+ newspapers for one low rate!
To order your advertising, call:

Mississippi Press Services

Sue Hicks, 601-981-3060

Week of July 6, 2025
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By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

“Oh no! Not
again!” These
i words  were
§| the first that

popped into
B2 my mind this
St Sal”| past week as
[ watched the results of the
vote for the bill that is poised
to take away healthcare from
millions. Disgusted and dis-
appointed, I turned off my
television and decided to
read. Even though I was read-
ing, | was distracted as [ was
processing the long-range
negative impact of this leg-
islation when I turned my
television back on to watch
the news. Images of torren-
tial rains and floods flashed
across the screen that made
me think it was from a hur-
ricane. Then the reporter an-
nounced that it was from the
Guadalupe River in central
Texas near Austin. For about
10 minutes, I was mesmer-
ized by the repeated video

P RESERVED

Processing Trauma

of the deadly flood water but
saddened to hear that it had
taken so many lives. Sadly,
as of this writing, there are
estimates of more than 100
deaths with the number ex-
pected to rise.

Watching the video of the
flood plus pictures of those of
died led to another emotion:
a weariness, a spiritual and
mental exhaustion that comes
from processing trauma over
and over. From the horrify-
ing images of the violent and
aggressive “ICE” agents ter-
rorizing communities to the
images of the latest weather
catastrophe, social media has
allowed traumas to stay on a
24-hour continuous loop. As a
result, trauma makes you feel
helpless, tired, and frustrated.

A few years ago, after
George Floyd’s murder, I
wrote how I was frustrated
with pastors who failed to
address the Floyd murder or
provide tips to their congre-
gation on how to deal with
the lingering effects of the

trauma of seeing the video of
his murder shown repeatedly
on television and social me-
dia. Thinking back on what
I wrote back then and seeing
the situation years later, I re-
alize that it was unfair to ex-
pect pastors to have a magical
cure when they themselves
may have been trying to pro-
cess the trauma.

The bible has a variety of
verses that explore how to
deal with trauma. One that |
find especially comforting is
Psalm 91: 14-15. “Because he
loves me,” says the LORD, “I
will rescue him; I will protect
him, for he acknowledges my
name. He will call on me, and
I will answer him; I will be
with him in trouble, I will de-
liver him and honor him. Part
of the reason why I like these
verses is because they point
to how we should view our
relationship with God while
processing trauma. Verse 15
says that he will be with us in
trouble then deliver us from
the trouble/trauma.

So even if you choose to
watch the news but find your-
self overwhelmed emotion-
ally, trust that God wants to
help you deal with it and not
ignore it. For so many rea-
sons, the news is important
and should not be overlooked.
However, if watching the
news gets too overwhelm-
ing, stop watching. Even if
we don’t expect the trauma
to miraculously disappear,
we must trust that God will
be with us as we process the
trauma.

Sending prayers of comfort
and peace to all impacted by
the floods, ICE detentions
and other unexpected life cir-
cumstances

Shewanda Riley is a Fort
Worth-based author of “Love
Hangover: Moving from Pain
to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to
the Beat of God’s Heart: A
Book of Prayers for Writers.”
Email her at preservedbypur-
pose@gmail.com or follow
her on Twitter @shewanda
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The true
purpose of life

By Pastor Simeon R. Green llI
Special to The Mississippi Link

The Bible tells
us that God created
Yman and clearly

rest of the material
creation of earth

- was for his benefit
and for his use. But what purpose
had God in creating man? Did
God make him simply to gratify
a desire to make something new?
Is his existence the result of some
mere whim? When God created
him, did He expect to give him no
further attention? The Bible tells
us plainly that God had a distinct
purpose, and that His creation was
for God’s own purpose, not simply
that man might exist. Speaking of
man, He says, “The work of My
hands, that I may be glorified”
(Isaiah 60:21). Again, He says,
“For I have created him for My
glory” (Isaiah 48:7).

That man was endowed with
natural faculties that make it pos-
sible for him to know God and to
communicate with Him, to under-
stand His will, to obey Him, and
to find His highest pleasure in all
these, shows that the purpose of
man’s life is something very ex-
alted.

It is possible for him to debase

his powers, to put them to ignoble
purposes, and to fail entirely of the
true purpose of his life. He may de-
velop his physical being and bring
it to a high state of perfection, so
that he is an athlete. He may be in
perfect health. He may conform to
the laws of his physical being and
be worthy of the admiration of his
fellows. He may develop his mind
until he reaches out into the starry
heavens and reads the secrets of
the planets.

He may delve into philosophy
and into science until his mental
faculties are enriched and highly
developed. He may grapple with
the great problems of life and solve
them. He may fill the chair of some
great university. Men may marvel
at his learning. He may be elo-
quent until he can sway the multi-
tudes. He may rise to eminence in
the political world and be famous.
Men may admire and respect and
honor him, but the perfect body
and the highly developed mind,
or these two united, do not make
a perfect man. Eventually that
disease will seize upon that body.
Eventually that mind will lose its
brilliance and its power. The end
is but the grave. What then?

Simeon R. Greem, III, First
Church of God 6517 Walmsley
Blvd. Richmond, Virgina 23224
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Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, 5r.
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Mold Impacts Your Health

By Vince Faust
Tips to Be Fit

Indoor mold often lurks si-
lently within the nooks of our
homes. It can grow behind wall-
paper, beneath floorboards or in
damp corners of the bathroom.
While it might seem like a mi-
nor nuisance, the presence of
mold can have serious health
consequences.

Mold is a type of fungus that
thrives in moist and warm en-
vironments. It reproduces by
releasing microscopic spores
into the air, which can land on
various surfaces and begin colo-
nization when conditions are fa-
vorable. Common indoor molds
include Aspergillus, Cladospo-
rium, Penicillium and Stachy-
botrys chartarum also known as
“black mold.”

Mold typically grows on or-
ganic materials like wood, pa-
per, drywall, insulation and
carpeting when exposed to
high humidity or water intru-
sion. Leaking pipes, poor ven-
tilation, flooded basements and
roof leaks are frequent culprits
behind indoor mold outbreaks.
Unfortunately, mold is not just
a cosmetic or structural issue, it
poses real health risks for those
living among it.

Humans are primarily ex-
posed to mold through inhala-
tion of airborne spores, though
skin contact and ingestion can
also occur. Once inside your
body, mold spores may trigger
a wide array of symptoms de-
pending on the individual’s sen-
sitivity, the type of mold and the
concentration of spores in the
environment.

For many people, exposure to
mold leads to allergic reactions.
Symptoms include sneezing,
runny or stuffy nose, red eyes

Mold can grow in damp places of the bathroom and pose a real heath threat for those living among it.

with existing allergies or asth-
ma are particularly vulnerable
and may experience intensi-
fied symptoms, such as wheez-
ing, coughing and shortness of
breath. According to the Insti-
tute of Medicine, there is suf-
ficient evidence linking indoor
dampness and mold with upper
respiratory tract symptoms in
otherwise healthy individuals.
Mold exposure doesn’t just
exacerbate asthma, it may also
contribute to its development.
Children exposed to mold early
in life are at a greater risk of de-
veloping asthma. People with
compromised immune systems,
chronic lung illnesses or those
recovering from surgery may
experience more severe effects,
such as infections in the lungs.
Black mold, in particular, has
been associated with mycotoxin
production that can suppress
the immune system and poten-
tially damage internal organs if
exposure is prolonged. Though
rare, individuals can develop
conditions like hypersensitivity

mation of the lungs that requires
immediate medical attention.

Emerging research has be-
gun to explore the link between
chronic mold exposure and
neurological symptoms. People
living in mold-infested environ-
ments have reported headaches,
memory loss, difficulty con-
centrating, dizziness and mood
swings. While more research
is needed, mycotoxins are sus-
pected to affect the central ner-
vous system, especially when
exposure is sustained over time.

Direct contact with mold
can result in skin irritation or
dermatitis, particularly among
individuals with heightened
sensitivity. Eye irritation can
manifest as redness, itchiness
and watery eyes. It’s also a com-
mon complaint among those re-
siding in moldy homes.

Not everyone responds to
mold exposure in the same way.
Vulnerable groups include:

Children and infants, who’s
immune and respiratory sys-
tems are still developing.

ly those with pre-existing con-
ditions.

People with compromised
immune systems, such as trans-
plant recipients, cancer patients
undergoing chemotherapy or in-
dividuals with HIV/AIDS.

People with respiratory con-
ditions, such as asthma, COPD
or chronic sinus infections.

For these populations, even
small amounts of mold can sig-
nificantly affect their well-being
and require immediate inter-
vention.

Beyond physical health, the
presence of mold in a home can
cause stress, anxiety and feel-
ings of helplessness, especially
when remediation costs are high
or landlords fail to address the
issue. Families dealing with
chronic exposure may see a de-
cline in overall quality of life,
disrupted sleep and heightened
conflict due to the challenges of
dealing with persistent illness.

The financial burden of
mold-related illness is twofold,
healthcare costs and building

-
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medications and time off work
quickly add up, especially for
low-income families who may
lack adequate healthcare ac-
cess. On the housing side, mold
remediation can be expensive
and complex, particularly when
mold has infiltrated HVAC sys-
tems or structural supports.

Municipalities and housing
authorities also bear the burden.
Mold-related lawsuits, hous-
ing code violations and public
health interventions are not
uncommon, especially in com-
munities with aging housing
stock or limited access to main-
tenance resources.

Effective prevention
with controlling moisture:

Maintain indoor humidity be-
low 50%, using dehumidifiers if
necessary.

Fix leaks immediately, wheth-
er from pipes, roofs or windows.

Ventilate  bathrooms and
kitchens using exhaust fans or
open windows.

Use mold-resistant materi-
als during renovations, such as

starts

If mold is already present,
remediation should match the
severity of the outbreak. Small
arcas (under 10 square feet)
can be cleaned with a solution
of water and detergent, while
larger infestations may require
professional intervention. Per-
sonal protective equipment such
as gloves, goggles and an N95
respirator should always be used
during mold cleanup to reduce
exposure.

Indoor mold is more than just
an aesthetic nuisance; it’s a hid-
den health hazard with the po-
tential to cause both short- and
long-term effects. From respi-
ratory problems and cognitive
symptoms to the social and eco-
nomic burden it creates, mold
represents a significant public
health concern. By remaining
vigilant, addressing moisture
issues promptly and advocating
for healthy housing, individuals
and communities can mitigate
the dangers posed by indoor
mold and foster environments
that support well-being.

and skin rashes. Individuals

pneumonitis, a serious inflam-

Elderly individuals, especial-

remediation.

Medical

Visits,

mold-resistant drywall or paint.

The Lymphatic System: The Unsung
Guardian of Human Health

By Vince Faust
Tips to Be Fit

The lymphatic system, often over-
shadowed by your more celebrated
counterparts like the circulatory and
respiratory systems, plays a vital role
in maintaining the delicate balance of
bodily fluids, defending against disease
and facilitating waste removal. It is a
complex network of vessels, nodes and
organs working silently and ceaselessly
to protect and preserve the integrity of
the human body.

Your lymphatic system parallels the
circulatory system but lacks a central
pump like the heart. Instead, lymph
movement relies on skeletal muscle
contractions, respiratory movements,
and smooth muscle activity in vessel
walls.

The lymphatic system comprises:

Lymph: A clear fluid rich in white
blood cells, particularly lymphocytes.
It originates from interstitial fluid, the
fluid surrounding body tissues—and
travels through lymphatic vessels.

Lymphatic  Vessels: Thin-walled
structures that resemble veins, these
vessels transport lymph throughout the
body. They have one-way valves to en-
sure lymph flows toward the heart.

Lymph Nodes: Small, bean-shaped
structures located along lymphatic ves-
sels. They filter lymph and house im-
mune cells that respond to pathogens.

Primary Lymphoid Organs: The
bone marrow and thymus, which pro-
duce and mature lymphocytes.

Secondary Lymphoid Organs: The
spleen, tonsils and mucosa-associated
lymphoid tissue (MALT), where im-
mune responses are often initiated.

The lymphatic system’s responsi-
bilities are multifaceted and intercon-
nected:

1. Fluid Balance

Every day, around 20 liters of plasma

LYMPHATIC SYSTEM

Thymus

Lymphatic
vessels

Lymphatic
vessels

are filtered from blood capillaries into
tissues; 17 liters return via blood ves-
sels, while 3 liters are absorbed by the
lymphatic system. Without this recov-
ery mechanism, tissues would swell
with fluid a condition known as lymph-
edema.

2. Immune Surveillance and Defense

Lymph nodes act as checkpoints,
filtering out foreign particles. They’re
equipped with macrophages, B cells
and T cells that detect and neutralize
pathogens.

The thymus matures T cells, critical
for cell-mediated immunity, while the
bone marrow produces B cells that cre-
ate antibodies.

3. Absorption of Dietary Fats

Specialized lymphatic vessels in the
small intestine, called lacteals, absorb
fats and fat-soluble vitamins, trans-
porting them as chyle, a milky fluid
rich in lipids into the bloodstream.

4. Waste Transport

The system carries cellular debris,
metabolic waste and even cancer cells
to lymph nodes for filtration or destruc-
tion. In some cancers, the spread to

nearby lymph nodes is a crucial diag-
nostic indicator.

The lymphatic system isn’t just a qui-
et custodian, it becomes dramatically
active when the body is under threat.
Swollen lymph nodes during a cold or
flu are signs of the immune system mo-
bilizing its forces.

Additionally:

Autoimmune Diseases: Dysregula-
tion in lymphatic components may
contribute to conditions like rheuma-
toid arthritis and lupus, where immune
cells mistakenly attack healthy tissues.

Cancer Metastasis: Many cancers
spread through lymphatic vessels,
making lymph node biopsies a critical
part of staging and prognosis.

Lymphedema: Often seen after
lymph node removal in cancer treat-
ment, this painful swelling is caused
by lymph fluid accumulation.

How to Keep Your Lymphatic Sys-
tem Functioning Properly

Your lymphatic system is a vital part
of the body’s immune defense, fluid
regulation and waste removal. Yet it’s
often overlooked until something goes
wrong. Keeping your lymphatic system
in top shape requires mindful habits
that support circulation, detoxification,
and immune resilience.

1. Move Regularly and Intentionally

* Contraction of skeletal muscles
acts like a manual pump, pushing
lymph through vessels and nodes.

*Daily walking stretching, or yoga
gently encourage lymphatic circula-
tion. Rebounding bouncing on a mini-
trampoline  provides  gravitational
shifts that particularly benefit lymph
flow. Strength training and aerobic
exercise are also highly beneficial for
lymph drainage and immune response.

2. Stay Hydrated

*Lymph is primarily composed of
water. If you're dehydrated, lymph can

become thick and sluggish, reducing its
ability to transport waste and immune
cells effectively.

*Aim for half your body weight in
ounces of water per day as a guideline.
Add a splash of lemon to aid cellular
hydration and electrolyte balance.

3. Support with Nutrient-Rich Foods

*Nutrition plays a powerful role in
lymphatic health. Anti-inflammatory,
antioxidant-rich foods help cleanse and
protect lymph vessels and nodes.

*Leafy greens, berries, garlic, tur-
meric and citrus fruits support detoxi-
fication and immune function. Healthy
fats like avocado, nuts, seeds and ol-
ive oil promote the absorption of fat-
soluble vitamins and support lacteal
function in the gut. Reduce processed
foods, excessive sugar and salt, which
can lead to fluid retention and toxic
buildup.

4. Practice Deep Breathing

*Breathing deeply from the dia-
phragm massages the thoracic duct the
largest lymphatic vessel and enhances
lymph movement toward the heart.

*Set aside a few minutes each day for
slow, deep breathing exercises or medi-
tation.

*Try box breathing: inhale for 4
counts, hold for 4, exhale for 4, hold
again for 4.

5. Try Manual Lymphatic Drainage
and Dry Brushing

*These techniques help stimulate
lymph flow near the skin’s surface:

*Manual  Lymphatic  Drainage
(MLD) is a gentle massage technique
performed by trained therapists.

*Dry brushing involves using a soft-
bristled brush on dry skin in upward
strokes, always moving toward the
heart.

6. Avoid Tight Clothing and Long
Periods of Sitting

*Tight garments and extended inac-

tivity can compress lymphatic vessels,
impeding circulation. Wear loose-fit-
ting clothing when possible. Stand up
and stretch at least once every hour, es-
pecially during sedentary tasks.

*By integrating these practices
into daily life, you can enhance your
lymphatic function, support immune
health, improve energy levels and de-
toxification. Just like tending a quiet
but essential garden, your lymphatic
system thrives when given mindful,
consistent care.

Massage and compression therapy
can be especially helpful for those with
compromised lymphatic function. Un-
derstanding the lymphatic system is
crucial not just for individual health,
but also for public health policies and
awareness. Many individuals suffer for
years without diagnosis. Research and
Advocacy: Funding for lymphatic dis-
orders often lags behind other systems.
Public discourse can shift this imbal-
ance. Encouraging movement, hygiene
and healthy eating supports not just
cardiovascular health but lymphatic in-
tegrity too.

Your lymphatic system, although
often underappreciated, is a fundamen-
tal component of human health. From
regulating fluid balance to defending
against pathogens and absorbing nu-
trients, its functions are essential and
expansive. By deepening our under-
standing of its workings and nurtur-
ing its health through lifestyle choices,
we honor the quiet force that watches
over us each day. As we explore more
of what it means to live well, the lym-
phatic system reminds us that protec-
tion, care and balance often come from
systems we don’t see but couldn’t live
without.

If you have a fitness question or con-
cern you would like addressed tipstob-
efit@gmail.com
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" Let the World See, a traveling exhibit of
Emmitt Till & Mamie Till-Mobley can be
seen at Mississippi Valley State University

Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi Valley State Uni-
versity (MVSU) and the Em-
mett Till Interpretive Center
(ETIC) recently announced
that the powerful exhibition
Emmett Till & Mamie Till-Mo-
bley: Let the World See is open
to the public weekdays from
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the
James Herbert White Library
on the MVSU campus.

This opening marks only
the second time the acclaimed
exhibit has been displayed in
Mississippi, following its pre-
vious showing at the Two Mis-
sissippi Museums in Jackson in
2023.

The location of this exhibi-
tion, which is free to the public,
holds particular historical sig-
nificance, as Mississippi Val-
ley State University is situated
approximately 30 miles from
Graball Landing on the Talla-
hatchie River, where 14-year-
old Emmett Till’s body was
discovered in August 1955.

adds profound meaning to the
exhibit’s presence at MVSU,
which will be on display until
September 21.

“This exhibition provides
an invaluable educational op-
portunity for our students, fac-
ulty, and the broader commu-
nity,” said Dr. Kathie Stromile
Golden, Provost and Senior
Vice-President for Academic
Affairs at MVSU. “Having this
powerful story told at our uni-
versity, so close to where these
tragic events unfolded, creates
a unique opportunity for reflec-
tion, learning, and healing.”

Developed by the Till family
in collaboration with the Em-
mett Till & Mamie Till-Mobley
Institute, the Emmett Till Inter-
pretive Center, and The Chil-
dren’s Museum of Indianapo-
lis, Let the World See invites
visitors to bear witness to the
painful history of racial vio-
lence while exploring the trans-
formative actions of a grieving
mother who refused to let her

_,.:in\\\

S

EMMETT TILL

INTERPRETIVE GENTER

A centerpiece of the exhibi-
tion is a bullet-riddled, vandal-
ized historical marker that both
commemorates a tragedy and
illustrates the ongoing scourge
of racism. Historic markers
installed near the Tallahatchie
River have been continually
stolen, shot at, and vandalized.
This damaged sign serves as
a stark reminder that the fight
against racial hatred continues
today.

“We are thrilled about this
opportunity to partner with
Mississippi Valley State Uni-
versity to bring this exhibit to
the Mississippi Delta, where
the legacy of Emmett Louis
Till and Mamie Till-Mobley
continues to shape the way our
communities heal,” said Pat-
rick Weems, executive director
of the Emmett Till Interpretive
Center. “This experience will
help people process past pain
and imagine new ways of mov-
ing forward, which is a critical
part of our work to promote

community healing and under-
standing.”

Let the World See tells the
heartbreaking yet inspiring sto-
ry of how a mother’s courage
transformed unimaginable grief
into a catalyst for the American
Civil Rights Movement. When
Emmett’s body arrived in Chi-
cago, his mother insisted on an
open casket so the world could
see the ugly face of hatred and
racism.

“We encourage youth sum-
mer programs and schools to
visit the exhibit to learn more
about this important part of our
shared history on a campus that
is shaping the next generation
of leaders,” said Golden. The
exhibit, which is recommended
for ages ten and up, serves as
both a memorial to Emmett
Till’s life and a call to action
for contemporary audiences.
Through compelling storytell-
ing, artifacts, and interactive
elements, visitors will gain a
deeper understanding of how

TILL G MAMIE

decision to share her grief pub-
licly sparked a movement that
changed the nation.

This exhibition’s tour to
MVSU was made possible by
a generous donation from the
Maddox Foundation. This proj-
ect was made possible in part
by the National Endowment for
the Humanities: Democracy
demands wisdom, the Maddox
Foundation in Hernando, MS,
the Institute for Museum and
Library Services, and the His-
toric Preservation Fund admin-
istered by the National Park
Service, Department of the
Interior. The Children’s Muse-
um of Indianapolis is proud to
partner with Riley Children’s
Health, Old National Bank, Ice
Miller LLP, and the Heritage
Group.

For more information about
the exhibit, contact the Emmett
Till Interpretive Center at (662)
351-3791 or visit www.em-
mett-till.org/exhibit-at-mvsu.
Media inquiries should be di-

About the Emmett Till Inter-
pretive Center:

Established in 20006, the Em-
mett Till Interpretive Center is
committed to accurately por-
traying the history and legacy
of the 1955 Emmett Louis Till
tragedy by promoting racial
healing reconciliation
through museum interpreta-
tion, public education, memori-
alization, historic preservation,
and community development
initiatives.

About  Mississippi
State University:

Founded in 1950, MVSU is
a Historically Black University
committed to academic excel-
lence, cultural enrichment, and
preparing students for leader-
ship and service in a global so-
ciety. Mississippi Valley State
University continues to be a
beacon of higher education,
vibrant spirit, and artistic dis-
tinction. MVSU invites you to
the family. Learn more at www.
mvsu.edu.

and

Valley

The proximity to this tragic site

son’s death be in vain.

restorative justice and foster

Mamie

Till-Mobley’s

brave

rected to info@emmett-till.org.

Hinds County students shine in
Disney’s The Lion King Jr. at Broadway
Jr. Camp at New Stage Theatre

Mississippi Link Newswire

New Stage Theatre will present Dis-
ney’s The Lion King, Jr. July 10 - 13,
2025 as a part of the Broadway Junior
Summer Camp Intensive for rising 6th
— 12th graders. Participating in this
year’s camp, we have 32 campers from
Hinds County!

Performances will take place July 10
— July 13 with two different youth casts
alternating on performance dates. Cur-
tain times and dates for performances
are Thursday through Friday at 7:00
p.m. and Saturday through Sunday at
2:00 p.m.

Ticket prices are $20.00 for adults
and $10.00 for children. Tickets can be
purchased at the box office, charged by
phone by calling the theatre at (601)
948-3533, or ordered online at www.
newstagetheatre.com. This production
is sponsored by The Walker Founda-
tion and Feild Co-Operative Associa-
tion. Tickets are on sale now! Security
will be provided at every performance.
Recommended for ages 5 and up.

Based on the beloved 1994 film and
the Tony Award-winning Broadway
musical, Disney’s The Lion King Jr.
is a heartwarming, high-energy adven-
ture that’s perfect for the whole fam-
ily! Featuring iconic songs by Elton
John and Tim Rice—including “Circle
of Life,” “Hakuna Matata,” and “I Just
Can’t Wait to Be King”—this one-act
musical brings the African savanna to
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Hinds Hinds County Campers (left to right): Front Row: Austin Sampson, Maliyah Robinson, Addyson Russell, Isabella Samuels.
Sean Kines, Mariah Loving, Ethan Moore. Second Row: Ryleigh Holloway, Trinity Braboy, Shaughnessy Baker, Jenesis Francis,
Alexander Chigbo, Jade Smart, Macie McClenty. Third Row: Parks Garrott, Derrick Aziz, Reginald Jefferson, Zuri Pearson, Wiley
Johnson, Lee Harwell. Back Row: Jacob Jefferson, Christian Ross, Seneca Kelly, Jacob Weems, Brandon Harvey, Gabriel Ger-
nand, Kimora Holmes. Not Pictured: Madeleine Hall, Riley Cloyd, Nykendra Mcinnis, Mattison Demming, Laila Bass.

life with unforgettable characters and
spectacular storytelling.

Follow young Simba as he journeys
from wide-eyed cub to rightful king of
the Pride Lands. After being cast out of
the Pride Lands as a cub and the tragic
death of his father, he must discover
the true meaning of responsibility
and courage. Along the way, he finds
friendship in the carefree duo Timon
and Pumbaa, learns from wise Rafiki,
and ultimately embraces his destiny as
king.

“This show is not only a celebration

of music, movement, and culture”,
says Education Director, Xerron X.
Mingo, “... it’s a powerful opportu-
nity to bring our community together.
It highlights the strength of unity, the
importance of identity, and the beauty
of storytelling with the circle of life.
Watching young performers connect
with this material has been heart-
warming and I can’t wait for them to
share it with their families and neigh-
bors.”

Filled with unforgettable music, dy-
namic dance, and powerful storytell-

ing, The Lion King Jr. is a celebration
of identity, community, and the circle
of life. With dazzling costumes, color-
ful masks, and a cast of talented young
performers, this production is sure to
leave audiences cheering and inspired.
Join us as the savanna comes alive in
this unforgettable theatrical event!
The New Stage Theatre Arts-in-
Education department strives to bring
professional, progressive acting in-
struction to youth throughout Missis-
sippi with its summer camps, yearlong
acting classes and touring workshops.

The Broadway Junior Summer Camp
Intensive provides a comprehensive
theatrical learning experience for ages
11-18. Campers receive daily theatri-
cal instruction from experienced act-
ing, dance, and voice teachers, as well
as take master classes in stage combat,
voice/diction, directing, sound design,
storytelling, and mask making.

Generous sponsorship for the sum-
mer program and the production is
provided by The Walker Foundation,
and the Feild Co-Operative Associa-
tion.

Students participating in New Stage
Theatre’s Broadway Jr. Theatre Camp
2025 from Hinds County includes:
Derrick Aziz, Shaughnessy Baker,
Laila Bass, Alexander Chigbo, Riley
Cloyd, Mattison Demming, Jenesis
Francis, Parks Garrott, Gabriel Ger-
nand, Brandon Harvey, Lee Harwell,
Madeleine Hall, Reginald Jefferson,
Jacob Jefferson, Seneca Kelly, Sean
Kines, Kimora Holmes, Ryleigh Hol-
loway, Wiley Johnson, Ethan Moore,
Macie McClenty, Nykendra Mclnnis,
Mariah Loving, Maliyah Robinson,
Christian Ross, Addyson Russell, Isa-
bella Samuels, Austin Sampson, Jade
Smart, Trinity Braboy, Jacob Weems,
Zuri Pearson.

For more information on the New
Stage Theatre Education Programs,
please contact (601) 948-3533 ext. 232
or education@newstagetheatre.com.
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Jackson Public
Schools Board of
Trustees elects
new officers, bids
farewell to president
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Jackson Public Schools extends heartfelt thanks to Dr. Ed Sivak for
his service as Board President. His tenure on the Board has come to
an end and was honored during his final meeting June 17, 2025.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

At its regular meeting Tues-
day, June 17, 2025, the Jackson
Public Schools Board of Trust-
ees elected new officers. All
positions were unanimously ap-
proved.

Barbara Hilliard, who previ-
ously served as vice president,
was elected to serve as presi-
dent.

Cynthia Thompson, formerly
the board secretary, was elected
as vice president.

Mitch McGuffey was elected
to serve as secretary.

The new officers’ terms be-
gan July 1, 2025, and continue
through June 30, 2026.

According to JPS policy,
Board officers include a presi-
dent, vice president, and sec-
retary. The superintendent and
their designee serve as assistant
secretaries. Elections are held
prior to the first regular meeting
in July.

Dr. Ed Sivak, the outgoing
Board president, completed his
tenure on the Board of Trustees.
During his final Board meeting
June 17, he was presented with
a plaque by Superintendent Err-
ick L. Greene and the Board of
Trustees in recognition of his
years of dedicated service to
Jackson Public Schools.

Cynthia Thompson. Board Vice
President

Mitch McGuffey, Board Secretary

nissan-canton.com

Celebrating
20 years of service
in the Greater
Jackson Area.

Alcorn students excel in
Meharry Medical College’s
prestigious BS/MD program

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Two standout Alcorn State
University students, George
Eccles and Frances Lewis,
recently completed the rigor-
ous Meharry Medical College
School of Medicine (MMC-
SOM) BS/MD Program, a bold
step in their journeys toward
becoming physicians. The
six-week intensive program,
designed to cultivate the next
generation of medical profes-
sionals, welcomed its largest
cohort to date this summer,
with 90 undergraduate students
from 12 Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities (HB-
CUs) across the nation.

George Eccles, arising junior
majoring in Biology Pre-Med
from Monroe, Louisiana, dis-
tinguished himself by earning
the highest scores in both Be-
havioral ~ Science and Critical
and Analytical Thinking. He
was also invited to represent
the Meharry BS/MD Junior
Class, delivering a speech at
the program’s recent closing
ceremony.

“What attracted me to the
Meharry BS/MD  program
was the great opportunity to
get MCAT [preparation] and
experience what it is like at a
Medical College,” Eccles said.
He credits Alcorn State’s biol-
ogy classes for preparing him,
but highlights the program’s
unique value: “The program is
most importantly an outlet for
students to learn new informa-
tion that their institution might
not have already. The program
prepares you for the MCAT,
which is a great resource and
something Alcorn might not
do.”

Eccles found the six weeks of
intensive study both challeng-
ing and enjoyable. He noted the
program’s fast pace, with class-
es running five days a week

Frances Lewis, a rising senior majoring in Psy-

chology.

from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., cover-
ing material typically spread
across a semester. Despite the
demanding schedule, Eccles
observed a strong collaborative
spirit among his peers. “All of
the students in my class worked
together to study the mate-
rial and prepare ourselves for
the exams,” he stated. He also
found personal growth in the
experience, discovering that
“when I love a class and the
material in a subject, studying
is not a chore. It is enjoyable
because I want to learn more to
gain more knowledge.”

Eccles, who lived in Abu
Dhabi for nine years, plans to
become a plastic surgeon. “I
want to not only help people
look good but feel good on the
inside,” he stated. “I would like
to give back to people in need
of cosmetic treatments that af-
fect their mental well-being.”

Frances Lewis, a rising se-
nior majoring in Psychology
from Jackson, Mississippi, re-
turned for her second year in
the program, underscoring its
profound impact on her aspi-
rations. “My initial interest
piqued when I learned the pro-

gram was looking for HBCU
students to attend an HBCU
medical school, which 1 did
not know existed at the time,”
Lewis explained.

Despite being a psychology
major, Lewis praised Alcorn
for fostering her interdisci-
plinary growth. “Alcorn has
prepared me for this program
by teaching me to explore
my interests, test my capa-
bilities, and make connections
in every room I enter,” she
said. She vividly recalled a
transformative moment from
her first summer at Meharry,
when a professor helped her
restructure her academic plan
to pursue medicine while
maintaining her psychology
major. “She believed in me,
and she had just met me,”
Lewis shared. “I knew I had
a place in medicine from this
program, and I had people in
my corner who were going to
make sure I got there.”

Lewis aspires to be a psy-
chiatrist, driven by a passion
for mental health and under-
standing the brain. “I’ve al-
ways known I was meant to
be there for those in need and

George Eccles, a rising junior majoring in Biology
Pre-Med.

listen to help those achieve the
greatness of emotional bal-
ance and serenity,” she noted.

The Meharry BS/MD Pro-
gram focuses on developing
students with strong academ-
ic credentials, competitive
MCAT scores, and the person-
al, professional, leadership.
and psychological attributes
essential for medical school
and a successful medical ca-
reer. Students in the program
participate in  enrichment
classes covering subjects such
as anatomy and physiology.
Behavioral Sciences, Critical
and Analytical Reasoning.
Microbiology, Physics, and
Seminar.

Eccles encouraged other
HBCU students to apply, em-
phasizing the program’s long-
term benefits. “The program
doesn’t just help you for six
weeks, it has an impact on you
for the rest of your life,” he
said. Lewis echoed this senti-
ment: “It is free to apply, sc
why not try? You never know
what room, journey, people, or
lecture is meant for you if you
never go out there and at least
try.”

Lanier HS Educators win grants to empower scholars, strengthen community

The JPS Newswire

Three dedicated educators
from Jackson Public Schools have
been selected to receive Elevat-
ing Educators’ Voices and Lead-
ership in Community Schools
mini-grants from the NEA Foun-
dation. These grants honor edu-
cators who are taking the lead in
building stronger schools through
community-based, scholar-cen-
tered initiatives.

Claralesa Manning, James
Young, and Kimberly Archie,
all based at Lanier Junior-Senior
High School, were chosen for
their thoughtful project propos-
als and deep commitment to the
community school model. Their
work is focused on meeting real-
world needs while promoting eq-
uity, leadership, and opportunity

Manning

Young

for JPS scholars.

Claralesa Manning will launch
the Lanier Student Empower-
ment Resource Center, or L-
SERC. This new hub will help
remove barriers to learning by
offering essential items such as
hygiene products, food, clothing,
and school supplies. In addition
to these basic needs, L-SERC

Archie

will provide programs on finan-
cial literacy, college and career
readiness, and social-emotional
learning. Built on strong commu-
nity partnerships and scholar in-
volvement, the center is expected
to become a lasting resource for
the entire school.

James Young is leading From
Learners to Leaders, a mentor-

ship and engagement program
focused on male scholars and
community members. The ini-
tiative includes cooking classes,
mentoring sessions, and commu-
nity breakfasts that promote con-
nection, responsibility, and pride.
Supported by local chefs, faith
leaders, and civic groups, the
program encourages men in the
community to take an active role
in school life and scholar success.

Kimberly Archie will
lead Watch Me Work It Out, a
wellness program aimed at pro-
moting lifelong health habits
among scholars who face high
levels of stress. The project will
include group workouts, peer-
led fitness challenges, and well-
ness workshops. By focusing on
both mental and physical health,

the program supports academic
growth and long-term resilience.

Each project will continue
through December 2025. Plan-
ning and research will begin over
the summer, and the educators
will join a regional cohort that
includes teachers from Missis-
sippi, Arkansas, and Louisiana.
The NEA Foundation will pro-
vide coaching and support to help
ensure each project has long-term
impact.

“At Lanier Junior-Senior High
School, we believe that when
educators lead with heart and
vision, entire schools and com-
munities are transformed,” said
Principal Stacey Webb Bailey.
“I am incredibly proud of Ms.
Archie, Ms. Manning, and Mr.
Young for turning bold ideas

into real change that will uplift
our scholars and strengthen our
school family. I cannot wait to
see how these projects will in-
spire our scholars, support our
families, and deepen the impact
of our community school.”

The NEA Foundation applaud-
ed the educators, stating:

“When educators are trusted
with leadership and resourced to
act, the opportunities for inno-
vation are endless. The positive
effects will reach across class-
rooms, throughout hallways, and
into the broader community.”

Jackson Public Schools cel-
ebrates these visionary educators
and looks forward to the lasting
difference their work will make
for scholars, families, and the en-
tire community.
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JONATHAN CAPEHART

PULITECR PRIZE-WINNING JOUENALIST

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

One hand over the other.

That’s how you climbed to
where you are now. One rung
at a time, hand over hand until
you reach the intended goal. Yes,
sometimes you went backwards
before you ascended again or
you had to move sideways past a
barrier. And sometimes, as in the
new memoir, “Yet Here I Am”
by Jonathan Capehart, you got a
hand up.

His mother refused to talk
about it.

When little Jonathan Capehart
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inquired about his father, who
died just months after Capehart
was born, he was met with a look
that told him not to ask again. He
didn’t learn the truth until he
was well out of childhood: his
father had left Capehart’s mother
long before Capehart’s birth, and
though the man visited after-
ward, “he didn’t stay long....”
The loss stung but things
turned out well anyhow. Cape-
hart had many father figures
throughout his life, paternal
relatives who kept him in the
family loop, and his maternal
grandpa who played a big part

JULY 10

"

of Capehart’s upbringing. Young
Capehart spent his summers in
Severn, North Carolina, play-
ing, visiting, gathering lessons
and wisdom from his mother’s
parents and aunts. In Severn, ex-
tended family was everywhere,
and it’s where many of Cape-
hart’s best childhood memories
spring.

He also has many cherished
memories of his mother, and
books. He was always a reader,
and schoolmates recognized it.
They also “knew I was a little
‘funny’,” he muses because, at
ten years old, he knew he was

Services of the Clerk:

¢ Civil/Criminal Filings of Circuit and

County Court
+ Marriage License
* Medical License
+ Voter Registration/Absentee Voting

VOTER INFORMATION

Verify/Update your Registration Today

* You must be registered 30 days before

Jackson, MS 39205
Phone: (601) 968-6628
Fax: (601) 973-5547

Jury Duty Recording:
First Judlicial District
(601) 969-0052

SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Circuit Clerk's Office
P.O. Box 999
Raymond, MS 39154
Phone: (601) 857-8038
Fax: (601) 857-0535

apply

Jury Duty Recording:
Second Judicial District
(601) 857-8869

Office Hours: birth.
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday
(Except on legal holiday)

Website: www.hindscountyms.com
Paid for by friends of Zack Wallace
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the Election.

the Election

Proof of

* Absentee Voting begins 45 days before

MARRIAGE INFORMATION
* Marriage License: $36.00
o Both applicants must come to the
Circuit Clerk's office together to

age must be provided in

the form of Driver's License, Birth
Certificate or other legal document
which contains name and date of
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gay. His mother had to teach
him the hard truths in “how to be
Black in white spaces” but col-
lege friends gave him safety for
“self-discovery.”

Also at the tender age of ten,
Capehart became fascinated
with electronic media, and de-
cided that he wanted to work at
NBC, later interning at the To-
day show for two summers. At
nineteen, he met a mentor who
demanded excellence, and who
shaped Capehart’s career.

Twelve years later, that same
mentor offered Capehart his own
MSNBC show...

www.themississippilink.com
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As memoirs go, “Yet Here I
Am” is a solid okay.

It’s not earth-shattering, nor
is it wildly fascinating. It’s not
exciting or heart-wrenching or
even all that emotional, but it’s
not terrible, either. Overall, it’s
smack-center, “5” on a one-to-
ten scale.

Moving from his middle-class
childhood in which he vaguely
understood the racism present
in his mother’s hometown, to a
wildly successful career in me-
dia and the mentors who helped
him get where he is, author Jona-
than Capehart shares his story
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with a casual tone that’s calm
and matter-of-fact. Readers get
a nice look at the workings of
journalism and what it’s like to
win a Pulitzer Prize, but if you’re
expecting the kind of excitement
you want in a deadline-racing
newsroom, it’s not here; instead,
Capehart writes in a decidedly
unruffled manner that’s really
pretty tame.

Still, Capehart fans will abso-
lutely want to read this memoir
for its thoughtfulness and its
satisfactory ending. Not a fan?
Then “Yet Here I Am” could be
a long climb.
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WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON'’S SOUL,
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE
VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC
ADULTS WANT TO HEAR!




Hinds County School District Weekly Update

ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE
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We require two current proofs of residency, such as a

utility bill, lease agreement, or mortgage statement.
Proofs must be within the last 30 days of registration!
*More information is needed for transfer students.
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BEEMS, UEMS, RES-CM, and RHS
WILL BE IN ONE LOCATION!

REGISTER EARLY!

Please take advantage of these opportunities!
There will be no registration on Meet the Teacher Night
nor the first day of school!
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Creating opportunities.
Strengthening communities.
Empowering leaders.

makes it happen:

Brighter Futures Begin with HOPE"...and You.

Since 1994, Hope Credit Union and Hope Enterprise Corporation (HOPE) have transformed millions of lives
in the Deep South. As HOPE continues to grow, we're growing our team, too - hiring neighbors like you

to expand our impact in the communities we call home. Ready to start or advance your career in a role

that offers competitive benefits, ongoing professional development, and personal fulfillment? Join our team.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE LEADERS WHO CONTINUE TO GROW WITH US:

Monica Walker Mekie Grant
Vice President Vice President
Senior Commercial Loan Officer Mortgage Loan U/W Manager
12 Years of Service 2 Years of Service

WE'RE PROUD TO WELCOME THE NEWEST MEMBERS OF OUR TEAM:

Marsha Womack Derrick Fletcher Al Taylor
Senior Vice President Vice President Vice President
Retail Sales Residential Solar Program Talent Acquisition

OEEO
%7 Scan or visit hopecu.org/careers io view
ﬂ current openings and apply online. ‘ " '
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