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Baptist Joint Committee stands
against Christian Nationalism

By Christopher Young
Contributing Writer

Formed in 1936, in Washing-
ton, D.C., Baptist Joint Commit-
tee for Religious Liberty “is the
only national faith-based group
solely focused on protecting re-
ligious freedom for all, they file
briefs in pivotal Supreme Court
cases, advocate for and against
legislation, testify in Congress
and unite with others across faiths
to ensure that every American
has — and always will have — the
right to follow spiritual beliefs.”

More from their website,
https.//bjconline.org: “We are
attorneys, Capitol Hill insiders,
ministers and scholars who work
in the courts, with Congress and
in the community to defend the
First Amendment’s guarantee of
religious freedom for every per-
son, including those who don’t
claim a faith tradition.”

As we experience the chaotic
political landscape in America
today, it’s impossible to deny that
many individuals, entities and
organizations are willingly trad-
ing their principles to remain in
or to acquire power. Nearly all
these folks are European Ameri-
cans. We see scores of law-and-
order Republicans and scores of
religious leaders hitching their
wagons to a convicted former
president; a fraudster, plain and
simple, believing they can re-
create America in their image,
because after all, they believe this
country is theirs.

In complete contrast, here is
the Baptist Joint Committee for
Religious Liberty working hard
at every level of society to pre-
serve the rights of religious free-
dom for all, not just some. Per a
recent telephone discussion with
BJC Communications Manager

2023 BJC Board and Religious Liberty Council Officers, including Executive Director Amanada Tyler (front
center), BJC Board Chair Anyra Cano (front third from right) and BJC Board Vice Chair Sofi Hersher
Andorsky (front second from right) GROUP PHOTO COURTESY OF BAPTIST JOINT COMMITTEE

Karlee Marshall, in July of 2019
they began a campaign, Chris-
tians Against Christian Nation-
alism, saying that “the threat of
Christian nationalism is not new.
But this movement, which pro-
motes the idea that to be a real
American you must be Chris-
tian, is growing with a danger-
ous intensity. It’s not only behind
the push for bills that advance
a revisionist historical view of
the United States and promote
government-sponsored religious
exercise; it also has inspired re-
ligious hate crimes, arson and
deadly attacks on houses of wor-
ship. The same thing is happening
abroad. There’s no time to waste.
We need a strong response from
the Christian community. We
must loudly denounce Christian
nationalism as a distortion of our
faith and a divisive force in our
country — one that poses a threat

to religious freedom for all.”

Their campaign issued the fol-
lowing statement: “As Christians,
our faith teaches us everyone is
created in God’s image and com-
mands us to love one another. As
Americans, we value our system
of government and the good that
can be accomplished in our con-
stitutional democracy. Today, we
are concerned about a persistent
threat to both our religious com-
munities and our democracy —
Christian nationalism.

Christian nationalism seeks
to merge Christian and Ameri-
can identities, distorting both the
Christian faith and America’s
constitutional democracy. Chris-
tian nationalism demands Chris-
tianity be privileged by the State
and implies that to be a good
American, one must be Christian.
It often overlaps with and pro-
vides cover for white supremacy

and racial subjugation. We reject
this damaging political ideology
and invite our Christian brothers
and sisters to join us in opposing
this threat to our faith and to our
nation.

As Christians, we are bound to
Christ, not by citizenship, but by
faith. We believe that:

People of all faiths and none
have the right and responsibility
to engage constructively in the
public square.

Patriotism does not require us
to minimize our religious convic-
tions.

One’s religious affiliation, or
lack thereof, should be irrelevant
to one’s standing in the civic
community.

Government should not prefer
one religion over another or reli-
gion over nonreligion.

Christian Nationalism
Continued on page 3

Mississippi must move quickly on a court-
ordered redistricting, say voting rights attorneys

By Emily Wagster Pettus
The Associated Press

Mississippi ~ should ~ work
quickly to fulfill the court-or-
dered redrawing of some legisla-
tive districts to ensure more eq-
uitable representation for Black
residents, attorneys for voting
rights groups said in a new court
filing Friday.

The attorneys also said it’s im-
portant to hold special elections
in the reconfigured state House
and Senate districts on Nov. 5 —
the same day as the general elec-
tion for federal offices and some
state judicial posts.

Having special legislative
elections in 2025 “would bur-
den election administrators and
voters and would likely lead to
low turnout if not outright confu-
sion,” wrote the attorneys for the
Mississippi NAACP and several
Black residents in a lawsuit chal-
lenging the composition of state
House and Senate districts drawn
in 2022.

Attorneys for the all Republi-
can state Board of Election Com-
missioners said in court papers
filed Wednesday that redrawing
some legislative districts in time

A version of a proposed Mississippi Senate redistricting map is dis-
played on a computer monitor at the state Capitol in Jackson, March
29, 2022. Three federal judges Tuesday, July 2, 2024, ordered Missis-
sippi legislators to redraw some state House and Senate districts,
finding that the districts adopted in 2022 diminished Black voting
strength in parts of the state. AP PHOTO/ROGELIO V. SOLIS, FILE

for this November’s election is
impossible because of tight dead-
lines to prepare ballots.

Three federal judges on July
2 ordered Mississippi legislators
to reconfigure some districts,
finding that the current ones di-
lute the power of Black voters
in three parts of the state. The
judges said they want new dis-
tricts to be drawn before the next
regular legislative session begins
in January.

Mississippi held state House

and Senate elections in 2023.
Redrawing some districts would
create the need for special elec-
tions to fill seats for the rest of
the four-year term.

The judges ordered legislators
to draw majority-Black Senate
districts in and around DeSoto
County in the northwestern cor-
ner of the state and in and around
Hattiesburg in the south, and a
new majority-Black House dis-
trict in Chickasaw and Monroe
counties in the northeastern part

of the state.

The order does not create addi-
tional districts. Rather, it requires
legislators to adjust the boundar-
ies of existing ones. Multiple dis-
tricts could be affected.

Legislative and congressio-
nal districts are updated after
each census to reflect population
changes from the previous de-
cade. Mississippi’s population is
about 59% white and 38% Black.

In the legislative redistricting
plan adopted in 2022 and used
in the 2023 elections, 15 of the
52 Senate districts and 42 of the
122 House districts are majority-
Black. Those are 29% of Senate
districts and 34% of House dis-
tricts.

Historical voting patterns in
Mississippi show that districts
with higher populations of white
residents tend to lean toward Re-
publicans and that districts with
higher populations of Black resi-
dents tend to lean toward Demo-
crats.

Lawsuits in several states have
challenged the composition of
congressional or state legislative
districts drawn after the 2020
census.

President
Biden’s address
to nation after
Trump shooting

Tonight, | want to speak to what we do know: A former president
was shot. An American citizen killed while simply exercising his
freedom to support the candidate of his choosing, - Pres. Biden

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire
Senior Correspondent

President Joe Biden

My fellow Americans, I
want to speak to you tonight
about the need for us to lower
the temperature in our poli-
tics and to remember, while
we may disagree, we are not
enemies. We’re neighbors.
We’re friends, coworkers, cit-
izens. And, most importantly,
we are fellow Americans. Ad
we must stand together.

Yesterday’s shooting at
Donald Trump’s rally in
Pennsylvania calls on all of us
to take a step back, take stock
of where we are, how we go
forward from here.

Thankfully, former [Presi-
dent] Trump is not seriously
[injured]. I spoke with him
last night. I’'m grateful he’s
doing well. And Jill and 1
keep him and his family in
our prayers.

We also extend our deep-
est condolences to the family
of the victim who was killed.
Corey was a husband, a father,
a volunteer firefighter, a hero,
sheltering his family from
those bullets. We should all
hold his family and all those
injured in our prayers.

Earlier today, I spoke about
an ongoing investigation. We
do not know the motive of the
shooter yet. We don’t know
his opinions or affiliations.
We don’t know whether he
had help or support or if he
communicated with anyone
else. Law enforcement pro-
fessionals, as I speak, are in-
vestigating those questions.

Tonight, I want to speak to
what we do know: A former
president was shot. An Amer-
ican citizen killed while sim-
ply exercising his freedom to
support the candidate of his
choosing.

We cannot — we must
not go down this road in
America. We’ve traveled it
before throughout our his-
tory. Violence has never been

the answer whether it’s with
members of Congress in both
parties being targeted in the
shot, or a violent mob attack-
ing the Capitol on January
6th, or a brutal attack on the
spouse of former Speaker of
the House Nancy Pelosi, or
information and intimidation
on eclection officials, or the
kidnapping plot against a sit-
ting governor, or an attempt-
ed assassination on Donald
Trump.

There is no place in Ameri-
ca for this kind of violence or
for any violence ever. Period.
No exceptions. We can’t al-
low this violence to be nor-
malized.

You know, the political
rhetoric in this country has
gotten very heated. It’s time
to cool it down. And we all
have a responsibility to do
that.

Yes, we have deeply felt
strong disagreements. The
stakes in this election are
enormously high.

I’ve said it many times that
the choice in this elect- —
that we make in this election
is going to shape the future of
America and the world for de-
cades to come. I believe that
with all my soul. I know that
millions of my fellow Ameri-
cans believe it as well.

And some have a different
view as to the direction our
country should take. Dis-
agreement is inevitable in
American democracy. It’s
part of human nature. But
politics must never be a literal
battlefield and, God forbid, a
killing field.

I believe politics ought
to be an arena for peaceful
debate, to pursue justice, to
make decisions guided by
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence and our Constitution.
We stand for an America not
of extremism and fury but of
decency and grace.

All of us now face a time

Biden
Continued on page 3
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Interior Department prepares to nominate U.S. Civil Rights

Movement sites for World Heritage List:
Medgar and Myrlie Evers’ home in Jackson, MS included

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D. TEER R i ¥ 1 } ham, Alabama (part of Birmingham The Department will collaborate with
Contributing Writer st 2 B A - Civil Rights National Historic Site) partners and consult with the Federal In-
Secretary of the Interior Deb Haa- g T Re P S e A o : o ¢ e 16th Street Baptist Church, Bir- teragency Panel for World Heritage on
land announced Tuesday that she has o : : £ 0 "_ iy .+ mingham, Alabama (part of Birming- the completed document before mak-
authorized the National Park Service | - . = - i e # ham Civil Rights National Historic ing a final decision on whether to sub-
o prepare a potential nomination for — - ' - - = Site) mit the nomination for the Civil Rights
11 U.S. Civil Rights Movement sites in & v : * Edmund Pettus Bridge, Selma, Ala- Movement Sites to the World Heritage
Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Kansas, 3 i e ™ 11 = { [ 8= bama, (part of Selma to Montgomery Committee. If submitted, the final de-
Mississippi, Virginia and Washington, A T il T . I : National Historic Trail) cision on inclusion on the list will be
DC to be added to the UNESCO World \ -‘: NN HE = 1 | WIEE * Greyhound Bus Terminal, Annis- made by the World Heritage Commit-
Heritage List. S | = i F | ton, Alabama (part of Freedom Riders tee, composed of representatives from
The Medgar and Myrlie Evers Home, L ) 3L | e aakeaael (R == National Monument) 21 nations elected from the members
in Jackson, MS is included in the list. e e SO R . " == = « Little Rock Central High School, of the World Heritage Convention, and
If designated, the sites would join oth- B T - _ S i ) ' ” > Little Rock, Arkansas (Little Rock Cen-  advised by the International Council on
er cultural and natural sites of universal i el : | tral High School National Historic Site) = Monuments and Sites.
importance, such as Grand Canyon Na- Bt L . * Ebenezer Baptist Church (Heritage The National Park Service is the prin-
ional Park in Arizona, the Taj Mahal in i O ' Sanctuary), Atlanta, Georgia (part of cipal government agency responsible
India, and the Galapagos Islands in Ec- o PRI A s M, the Martin Luther King, Jr. National for implementing the World Heritage
ador on the World Heritage List. The Medgar and Myrlie Evers Home National Monument in Jackson Historical Park) Conventim’l on behalf of the Depart-
Department has also authorized the Na- * Monroe Elementary School, To- ment and in cooperation with the De-
tional Park Service to prepare a possible  ing us tell a full and complete story of  honor the civil rights heroes who brave-  peka, Kansas (part of Brown v. Board partment of State. Inclusion of a site in
nomination of the Okefenokee National =~ American history,” said Secretary Haa- ly sat, marched and fought to secure of Education National Historical Park)  the World Heritage List does not affect
Wildlife Refuge in Georgia. land. “We are honored to be entrusted equality for all Americans.” * Medgar and Myrlie Evers Home, management of the sites, which remain
There are currently 1,199 World Her-  with the responsibility of preserving The following are the 11 U.S. Civil Jackson, Mississippi (Medgar and Myr-  subject only to U.S. law.
itage Sites in 168 countries, including these stories as part of our enduring ef-  Rights Movement Sites included in the lie Evers Home National Monument) Detailed information on the Worl
25 in the United States. The National fort to pursue a more perfect union. A proposed nomination. Nine are man- » Robert Russa Moton High School/  Heritage Program and the process for
Park Service manages all or part of 19 nomination of these sites to the World aged by the National Park Service: Museum, Farmville, Virginia the selection of U.S. sites can be foun
of the 25 U.S. sites. Heritage List would further recognize e Dexter Avenue King Memorial e Lincoln Memorial and Grounds, at https://www.nps.gov/subjects/inter-
“The U.S. sites that mark the civil the pain, redemption and healing as- Baptist Church, Montgomery, Alabama  Washington, District of Columbia (part nationalcooperation/worldheritage.
rights movement are integral in help- sociated with these historical sites and * Bethel Baptist Church, Birming- of National Mall and Memorial Parks)  Atm
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Christian Nationalism

Continued from page 1

Religious instruction is best left to our
houses of worship, other religious institu-
tions and families.

America’s historic commitment to reli-
gious pluralism enables faith communities
to live in civic harmony with one another
without sacrificing our theological convic-
tions.

Conflating religious authority with politi-
cal authority is idolatrous and often leads to
oppression of minority and other marginal-

ized groups as well as the spiritual impov-
erishment of religion.

We must stand up to and speak out against
Christian nationalism, especially when it
inspires acts of violence and intimidation
— including vandalism, bomb threats, ar-
son, hate crimes, and attacks on houses of
worship — against religious communities at
home and abroad.

Whether we worship at a church, mosque,
synagogue or temple, America has no sec-

ond-class faiths. All are equal under the
U.S. Constitution. As Christians, we must
speak in one voice condemning Christian
nationalism as a distortion of the gospel of
Jesus and a threat to American democracy.”

At https.//www.christiansagainstchristi-
annationalism.org/statement you can join
well over forty-thousand others who have
signed the statement and made their voice
heard to condemn the divisiveness of Chris-
tian nationalism.

CHILDREN

- u-;

must be present

Iy

or Pastor & Bishop
'y A. Stallworth, MDiv., BBC
anging Moss Road - Jackson, MS 39206

HINDS COUNTY HUMAN
RESOURCE AGENCY
Project Head Start

;\i *_

Now Accepting
Applications for the
2024-2025 School Year!

* Preschool Education

- Literacy

- Leadership Development
- Disability

e Medical and Dental Screenings
e Nutrition

* Mental Health

e Limited Transportation

ALL AT NO COST TO
PARENTS!

To enroll your child all you need is

1. Proof of child’s age - birth certificate,

hospital birth record, or passport

2. Proof of family’s income - tax return,

APPLY EARLY
BECAUSE SPACE IS LIMITED!

Priority is given
to children with diagnosed
disabilities
(certified IEP or IFSP),
so families of children with

Biden

Continued from page 1

of testing as the election approaches. And the higher the
stakes, the more fervent the passions become. This places
an added burden on each of us to ensure that no matter how
strong our convictions, we must never descend into vio-
lence.

The Republican convention will start tomorrow. I have
no doubt they’ll criticize my record and offer their own vi-
sion for this country. I’ll be traveling this week, making
the case for our record and the vision — my vision of the
country — our vision.

I’ll continue to speak out strongly for our democracy,
stand up for our Constitution and the rule of law, to call for
action at the ballot box, no violence on our streets. That’s
how democracy should work.

We debate and disagree. We compare and contrast the
character of the candidates, the records, the issues, the
agenda, and the vision for America.

But in America, we resolve our differences at the [ballot]
box. You know, that’s how we do it, at the [ballot] box, not
with bullets. The power to change America should always
rest in the hands of the people, not in the hands of a would-
be assassin.

You know, the path forward through competing visions
of the campaign should always be resolved peacefully, not
through acts of violence.

You know, we’re blessed to live in the greatest country
on Earth. And I believe that with every soul — every power
of my being. So, tonight, I'm asking every American to
recommit to make America so — make America what it I
— think about it. What’s made America so special?

Here in America, everyone wants to be treated with dig-
nity and respect, and hate must have no safe harbor.

Here in America, we need to get out of our silos, where
we only listen to those with whom we agree, where misin-
formation is rampant, where foreign actors fan the flames
of our division to shape the outcomes consistent with their
interests, not ours.

Let’s remember, here in America, while unity is the most
elusive of goal — goals right now, nothing is more — more
important for us now than standing together. We can do
this.

You know, from the beginning, our founders understood
the power of passion, and so they created a democracy that
gave reason and balance a chance to prevail over brute
force. That’s the America we must be, an American democ-
racy where arguments are made in good faith, an American
democracy where the rule of law is respected, an Ameri-
can democracy where decency, dignity, fair play aren’t just
quaint notions, but living, breathing realities.

We owe that to those who come before us, to those who
gave their lives for this country. We that — we owe that to
ourselves. We owe it to our children and our grandchildren.

Look let’s never lose sight of who we are. Let’s remem-
ber we are the United States of America. There is nothing,
nothing, nothing beyond our capacity when we do it to-
gether.

So, God bless you all. And may God protect our troops.

Become a
Head Start
TEACHER!

W-2, pay stub, SSI, Social Security, child
support, TANF, unemployment, grants/
scholarships, and any other source of
household income

3. Proof of Hinds County residency -

lease, mortgage statement, current utility
bill (light, water, gas or sewer), current
phone or cable bill

4. Child’s Social Security number
5. Medical insurance of child (if

applicable)

6. IEP or IFSP (if applicable)
7. Legal guardianship (if applicable)
8. Documentation of foster care (if

applicable)

To qualify your child must
be 3 or 4 on or before
September 1st.

and part of a low-income
family based on the
federal poverty level within
Hinds County

For more information
about HEAD START
or
EARLY HEAD START,
call

601-923-3950

disabilities are encouraged ~ .
to apply regardless of © ©
income. s @ @ @
) o @ ® (
LA Requirements
® 4 Are you an early
® o childhood educator who
® q wants to help children get the
® e best possible start in school and
e life? Hinds County Human Resource
e o Agency has exciting career opportunities
for teachers to provide a quality education

to children in a safe, nurturing, fun and
engaging environment. You must have
a bachelor’s degree in early childhood
education or a related field and

pass all background checks.

Why Head Start?

* Small closs sizes

* Every classroom has a
teacher assistant

= Strong parent participation

* Excellent insurance benefits

* Opportunities to gain
certifications

* Reimbursement for
college courses
and advanced degrees

» Competitive pay

Teachers Are Also Family
Teachers take part in sit-down
family-style meals with their
students. During mealtime, they
discuss the foods they eat and
talk about the events of the day
to encourage the development
of social and emotional skills.

Apply at
hchra.jobs.net

Helping Families,
Sirengihening Communities
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U’s Margaret Walker Center celebrates
the 109th birthday of its late founder

fre sare. ..
ugh the COFO,

Jackson State University’s Margaret Walker celebrated the 109th birthday of the late Margaret Walker. The archive museum and Black
Studies Institute founded in 1968, hosted a Jubilee picnic in the COFO Civil Rights Education Center Thursday, July 11.

Special to The Mississippi Link

Margaret Walker, born in Bir-
mingham, Alabama, on July 7, 1915,
lived in Jackson, Mississippi, for 49
years and worked as a professor for
30 years.

The center she founded honors her
academic, artistic and activist lega-
cy. Its mission is to preserve, inter-
pret and disseminate African-Amer-
ican history and culture for a local
and global community of students,
scholars and supporters.

MS Votes brought dozens of stu-
dents from its inaugural Summer
Youth Policy Institute to the celebra-
tion to learn about Alexander and
COFO, and mingle with the JSU
community. JSU alumnae and MS

Votes advocacy and outreach coor-
dinator Maisie Brown saw the event
as an amazing opportunity to expose
the students to her alma mater.

“It was really important for us to
come to this event because a lot of the
students do not know who Margaret
Walker is, some have never been on
the campus of Jackson State,” Brown
shared. “We thought it was a good
idea to bring them to an event while
the campus is lively so they can fel-
lowship and get a feel for JSU.”

Brown said the students were ex-
cited about their visit and were very
engaged and eager to learn more
about Margaret Walker and the uni-
versity’s historic legacy.

During her tenure as director of the

Institute for the Study of the History,
Life, and Culture of Black People,
now the Margaret Walker Center,
Walker organized several confer-
ences that were the first of their kind.

Two of her most notable confer-
ences were the 1971 National Evalu-
ative Conference on Black Studies
and the Phillis Wheatley Poetry Fes-
tival in 1973.

After thirty years of teaching,
Walker retired as professor emerita
and donated her literary and ad-
ministrative papers to the institute
she founded. The Margaret Walker
Center houses nearly 40 significant
manuscript collections and an oral
repository with nearly 1000 inter-
views.

Director of the Margaret Walker Center, Robert Luckett, Ph.D, said, “Everything we do at the
Margaret Walker Center is meant to engage the community. We want to be engaged and make
sure people know that the work we do is for them.”

CLASS OF 2024:

1/20/
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Mississippi State Hospital
honors employees for

Evers Library
4215 Medgar Evers Bivd.
Jackson, MS 39213
9a.m-12 p.m.

Janiece Austin, (601 862-7535) austin.janiece@yahoo.com
www.mystudyhall.org

years of service

Special to The Mississippi Link

Mississippi State Hospital re-
cently honored employees with
anniversary dates for their years
of service. Service Awards are
given to employees in the month
of their date of hire, beginning
with one year and followed by
every fifth anniversary year.

Employees receive a Certifi-
cate of Appreciation and a Ser-
vice Award Pin. The program is
sponsored by Friends of Missis-
sippi State Hospital Inc.

Jennie Miner of Jackson was
recognized for providing 40
years of service to the hospital.
Miner serves as a custodian su-
pervisor in Environmental Ser-
vices and has been employed at
MSH since 1984.

Sonia Yvette Louis-Juste of
Jackson was recognized for pro-
viding 20 years of service to the
hospital. Louis-Juste serves as
a food service team lead in Ja-
quith Nursing Home Food Ser-
vices and has been employed at
MSH since 2004.

Vera M. Knight of Pearl was
recognized for providing 30
years of service to the hospi-
tal. Knight serves as a laundry
worker team lead in Environ-
mental Services and has been
employed at MSH since 1994.

Shemecka Williams-Johnson
of Brandon was recognized for
providing 20 years of service to
the hospital. Williams-Johnson
serves as an admin support as-
sistant IV in Clinical Services
and has been employed at MSH
since 2004.

Michael Gordon of Clinton
was recognized for providing 20
years of service to the hospital.
Gordon serves as a psycholo-
gist I in Behavioral Health Ser-
vices at Jaquith Nursing Home
and has been employed at MSH

Jennie Miner

Vera M. Knight

since 2004.

MSH, a program of the Mis-
sissippi Department of Mental
Health, was founded in 1855
and facilitates improvement in
the quality of life for Mississip-
pians who are in need of mental
health, chemical dependency or
nursing home services by reha-
bilitating to the least restrictive
environment utilizing a range
of psychiatric and medical ser-
vices that reflect the accepted
standard of care and are in com-
pliance with statutory and regu-
latory guidelines. The hospital
is accredited by the Joint Com-
mission.

Shemecka Williams-Johnson

#1 ".Ill |"I“]““
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Michael Gordon
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A Mississippi judge removes 1
of Brett Favre’s lawyers in a civil
case over misspent welfare money

By Emily Wagster Pettus
Associated Press

A Mississippi judge has removed
one of the attorneys representing re-
tired NFL quarterback Brett Favre in a
state civil lawsuit that seeks to recover
welfare money that was supposed to
help some of the poorest residents in
the U.S. but went to projects pushed by
wealthy and well-connected people.

Favre is still represented by other
lawyers in the case that the Mississippi
Department of Human Services filed
in 2022 against him and more than
three dozen other people, groups and
companies.

Hinds County Circuit Judge Faye
Peterson wrote Thursday in her re-
moval order that one of Favre’s New
York-based attorneys, Daniel Koevary,
had violated rules for Mississippi civil
court procedures by repeatedly de-
manding hearings “for matters unre-
lated to and not within the jurisdiction
of this Court to resolve.” Peterson also
wrote that she deemed the behavior
“an attempt to manufacture discord.”

The Associated Press sent email
messages to Koevary on Friday and

Hinds County DA Faye Peterson

Monday asking for his reaction to Pe-
terson’s decision.

Mississippi Auditor Shad White said
in 2020 that Favre, a Pro Football Hall
of Fame member who lives in Missis-
sippi, had improperly received $1.1
million in speaking fees from a non-
profit organization that spent welfare
money with approval from the Missis-

sippi Department of Human Services.
The welfare money was to go toward
a volleyball arena at the University of
Southern Mississippi. Favre agreed to
lead fundraising efforts for the facility
at his alma mater, where his daughter
started playing on the volleyball team
in 2017.

Favre repaid $500,000 to the state
in May 2020 and $600,000 in October
2021, White said in a court filing in
February that Favre still owes $729,790
because interest caused growth in the
original amount he owed.

Favre is not facing any criminal
charges. Former Mississippi Depart-
ment of Human Services director John
Davis and others have pleaded guilty
to misspending money from the Tem-
porary Assistance for Needy Families
program.

White has said more than $77 mil-
lion of welfare money was misspent
from 2016 to 2019, including $160,000
for drug rehab for a former pro wres-
tler and thousands of dollars for airfare
and hotel stays for Davis, who led the
Department of Human Services dur-
ing those years.

Jackson mayor, city council ‘give the
Boom their roses’ with proclamation

The Jackson City
Council and Mayor
Chokwe Antar
Lumumba recently
honored Jackson State
University’s Sonic
Boom of the South.
The City of Jackson
presented a resolution
supporting the band’s
participation in the
136th Tournament

of Roses Parade,
proclaiming July 19,
2024, as the official
“Give the Boom Their
Roses Day.”

By Anthony J. Howard,
JSU Communications
Special to The Mississippi Link

The Jackson City Council and
Mayor Chokwe Antar Lumumba
recently honored Jackson State Uni-
versity’s Sonic Boom of the South.

The City of Jackson presented
a resolution supporting the band’s
participation in the 136th Tourna-
ment of Roses Parade, proclaiming
July 19, 2024, as the official “Give
the Boom Their Roses Day.”

Ward 4 City Councilman Brian
C. Grizzell presented a resolution
on behalf of the city council during
their July 16th meeting.

“We’re representing not just JSU,

but all HBCUs because we know
what we have to offer to music edu-
cation, our state and our nation,”
shared JSU Director of Bands Dr.
Roderick Little.

On Friday, July 19, Jackson State
University (JSU) will celebrate the
inaugural “Give the Boom Their
Roses” Day with a series of tributes
in honor of the history and legacy of
the Sonic Boom of the South.

All efforts are geared toward rais-
ing $850,000 to support the stu-
dent’s travel and performance in
the Tournament of Roses Parade in
Pasadena, California, on January 1,
2025.

“Jackson State’s Sonic Boom of

the South is this city’s band. It is this
state’s band. It’s this region’s band,
said Chair of JSU’s Department of
Music Dr. Lisa Beckley-Roberts.

Mayor Chokwe Lumumba stated,
“Whether you went to Jackson State
or not, it feels like our professional
team. It feels like our institution. So
we’re excited for the Sonic Boom.”

The show will kick off the morn-
ing of July 19 on the JSU social me-
dia platforms, including Instagram,
Facebook, Twitter/X, and YouTube.
Follow the HBCU at JacksonStateU.

Donations can now be made to
support the Sonic Boom’s perfor-
mance in the 136th Tournament of
Rose at www.jsums.edu/roses.

Long-unpaid bills lead

to some water service

cutoffs in Mississippi’s
capital city

i { oy
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Ted Henifin, head of JXN Water, the corporation that operates the water system
for Jackson, Miss., demonstrates how to run a thin line of water from faucets
during cold weather on Jan. 12, 2024. JXN Water announced Wednesday, July
10, 2024, that it was shutting off service to some apartment complexes with
long-unpaid water bills. AP PHOTO/ROGELIO V. SOLIS, FILE

By Emily Wagster Pettus
Associated Press

Water service is being shut off at
some apartment complexes in Missis-
sippi’s capital city because of long-
unpaid bills, the company that runs the
Jackson water system said Wednesday.

JXN Water said in a statement that
it has made “major strides in improv-
ing the consistency and reliability” of
water flowing to customers in the city
of about 144,000 residents.

“To maintain our progress in im-
proving the system, everyone must
pay their fair share,” said the company,
which is headed by Ted Henifin, an
administrator who was appointed by
a federal judge in 2022 to oversee the
water system.

About 25% of Jackson residents live
in poverty, and the city struggled for
years with water quality problems and
understaffing at its water treatment
plants. The water system nearly col-
lapsed in August and September 2022,
leaving tens of thousands of people
without water for drinking, bathing,
cooking or flushing.

Henifin has said inconsistent billing
and unpaid bills have exacerbated the
system’s financial problems.

JXN Water said that before shut-
ting off service, it contacted apartment
management companies multiple times

and gave notice of disconnection. The
cutoffs were announced as tempera-
tures in central Mississippi topped 90
degrees Fahrenheit (32.2 degrees Cel-
sius).

“We understand the impact on resi-
dents who may not be directly respon-
sible for the non-payment,” the JXN
Water statement said. “We encourage
residents in affected properties to en-
gage with their property management
company immediately to understand
the steps being taken to restore ser-
vice.”

WAPT-TV reported that water was
shut off for part of Tuesday at Garden-
side Apartments, where residents’ rent
payments are supposed to include wa-
ter service. JXN Water told the station
that Gardenside Apartments managers
had last paid water bills in 2017, and
the complex’s overdue amount was
more than $148,000.

The Associated Press called the
complex management Wednesday, but
the call went to a voicemail box that
was full and could not take additional
messages.

Audwin Reese, a military veteran
who lives in Gardenside Apartments,
told WAPT that he was checking on
neighbors who were without running
water, including a 93-year-old wom-
an.
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Delta innovator search
seeking new ideas to improve
health, economy in region

The Associated Press

Entrepreneurs,  scientists,
agricultural leaders and other
innovators with ideas for ad-
vancing the health and econo-
my of the Mississippi Delta re-
gion of Arkansas, Mississippi,
and Louisiana are encouraged
to enter the inaugural Delta In-
novator Search.

The Rural Innovation Al-
liance, a multistate initiative
committed to transforming
the Delta region into a thriv-
ing, diversified and integrated
economic driver, will accept
applications for the search
through July 30 at ruralinno-
vationalliance.org.

The search, part of a plan-
ning process launched in May
2023 and funded by the Na-
tional Science Foundation’s
Regional Innovation Engines
program, will identify new so-
lutions that have the potential
to advance the region’s econ-
omy and contribute to bet-
ter health outcomes for Delta
residents. Solutions could in-
clude new goods or products,
scientific or technical inno-
vations, services, business
models, financial strategies or
other projects that help build
the necessary infrastructure
for resilient economic growth
in the Delta. Projects should
align with at least one of three
target categories:

* Scientific or Technical In-
novations — New approaches
that address the Delta’s unique

needs and opportunities, rang-
ing from non-traditional rural
health delivery to agricultural
innovations such as specialty
crop developments or resilient
farming practices.

* Economic or Financial
Innovations — New business
models or financial strategies
designed to strengthen the re-
gion’s economic base by en-
gaging and empowering Delta
residents and communities.

* Community Impact 2040 —
Strategies thoroughly ground-
ed within and committed to
making a long-term, positive
impact on local Delta com-
munities, including advance-
ments in economic resiliency
and improvements in rural
health outcomes.

“Our alliance believes that
with dedicated support, it is
possible to seed, incubate and
translate these innovations
into tangible outcomes that
will have a positive economic
and societal impact on the re-
gion,” said Dr. Joe Thompson,
president and CEO of the Ar-
kansas Center for Health Im-
provement, one of the leading
partners in the alliance. “This
search is an integral next step
in our planning process to out-
line a strategy that leads to the
development of new business-
es, innovative technologies,
creative workforce develop-
ment programs and inclusive
wealth creation in the Delta.”

Applicants selected as final-

ists will present their propos-
als to the Rural Innovation
Alliance and its partners at a
showcase and awards banquet
in September. At the showcase,
innovators will be selected
to receive awards of $20,000,
$10,000 and $5,000 to support
their initiative, in addition to
gaining access to networking
support and additional fund-
ing opportunities — includ-
ing a pathway to participate
in the upcoming $160 million
second-phase NSF Regional
Innovation Engines grant ap-
plication process.

Both individual and or-
ganization applications are
welcome. Applicants must be
at least 18 years old and resi-
dents of Arkansas, Mississippi
or Louisiana or demonstrate
authentic partnership with an
organization from the area that
serves residents.

“Rural health care access,
sources of quality food, and
other challenges the Delta
faces are intertwined with
economic resiliency,” said
Charity Hallman, Senior Vice
President, Hope Enterprise
Corporation. “This collabora-
tion represents an opportunity
to foster new ideas and inno-
vative leaders from within our
own communities with the
clear understanding that their
success makes the entire re-
gion stronger.”

The Delta Innovator Search
is part of the National Science

Foundation’s Regional Inno-
vation Engines program, Ad-
vancing Equitable Access to
Food and Health Technologies
in the Delta (AR, LA, MS).
The program seeks to develop
a plan to harness the region’s
strengths to address key dis-
parities and lay the foundation
in the region’s communities
for future innovation that will
advance the local economies
and improve health outcomes
for residents.

About the Rural Innovation
Alliance

With funding from the Na-
tional Science Foundation’s
Regional Innovation Engines
program, the Rural Innova-
tion Alliance works to support
the discovery, innovation, and
development of the entrepre-
neurial solutions necessary
to sustainably and equitably
transform the Mississippi Del-
ta’s regional economy. Leading
partners include the Arkansas
Center for Health Improve-
ment, the Arkansas Rural
Health Partnership, the Mis-
sissippi-based Delta Health
Alliance, Arkansas, Mississip-
pi and Louisiana based HOPE
(Hope Enterprise Corporation,
Hope Credit Union, and Hope
Policy Institute), the Louisiana
Public Health Institute, and
the Louisiana-based Southern
University Agricultural Re-
search and Extension Center.

Learn more at: ruralinnova-
tionalliance.org

What if Crooks
had been a Black man?

By Hazel Trice Edney
Trice Edney News Wire

Can you imagine what would have hap-
pened to a Black man who showed up at a
Donald Trump rally acting “suspiciously”
around the metal detectors?

It is no secret to any conscious Ameri-
can why the 20-year-old shooter of former
President Trump was not stopped although
police and security deemed him to be act-
ing “suspiciously” around the metal detec-
tors at the entrance of the July 13 Trump
event in Butler, Pennsylvania.

There is a reason that the 20-year-old
Crooks was reportedly not interrogated for
identification. He was not chased, not fol-
lowed; not heavily surveilled as he climbed
to the roof of a building and aimed an AR-
15 styled rifle only about 130 yards away
from where former President Trump was
speaking,

It is evident by only a brief review of
recent American history that the reason
Crooks was not stopped at the gate and
caught before he pulled the trigger was be-
cause he was White. Period. Once again, it
was the lone White male syndrome.

There is no question that had Crooks
been a Black man, he would have been
commanded to show identification. Had he
not concurred, he would have been wres-
tled to the ground and likely shot dead or
choked to death like D’Vontaye Mitchell,
who was killed by hotel security June 30
right there in Milwaukee, Wisconsin where
the Republican National Convention is be-
ing held this week.

Unlike Trayvon Martin, 17, out for Skit-
tles and ice tea in Florida; Tamir Rice, 12,
with a toy gun in Ohio; or Airforce Senior
Airman Roger Fortson, 23, in his own
apartment in Georgia, among dozens of
other household names, Crooks was some-
how given the benefit of the doubt, allowed
to slide on by.

It ultimately ended with Crooks shooting
and wounding former President Donald
Trump in an assassination attempt, killing
firefighter husband and father Cory Com-
pechello and critically injuring two other
people before he was killed by a police

Thomas Matthew Crooks
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sniper.

As authorities now intensely investigate,
the debacle has been described as an “epic
failure” of security, mainly the Secret Ser-
vice. But we all know what it really was.
The failure of security was catastrophic
because Crooks was White.

As President Joe Biden quickly took au-
thority, met with Homeland Security, the
FBI and Secret Service and promised the
nation a thorough investigation.

But, Americans have witnessed this all
too familiar scenario many times before.
When thousands of predominately White
Confederate flag-waving Trump supporters
headed for Washington, D.C. on January 6,
2021, none of the federal law enforcement
agencies responded with the appropriate
level of force, resulting in the violent Janu-
ary 6 attack and insurrection.

Clearly, had those rioters been Black, the
Capitol Police and other security agencies
would have been prepared in advance with
military force, dogs and high-powered ri-
fles. They were unprepared for the destruc-
tion that occurred that day for the same
reason that they were unprepared for the
attack on former president Donald Trump’s
life in Butler, Pennsylvania. They have yet
to become fully sensitized to the danger of

the loan White male syndrome. The spirits
of racism and White supremacy in Amer-
ica have trained authorities that the Black
man should be treated as a threat and the
White man should be given a pass.

Fortunately, the would-be Trump as-
sassin did not succeed although a fam-
ily man took the bullet and died. Donald
Trump, shot across the top of his right ear,
escaped serious injury and was given a
hero’s welcome at the Republican National
Convention this week. In an iconic photo
seen around the world, he pumped his fist
seconds after the shooting, shouting to the
crowd, “fight, fight, fight.”

But fight for what?

Ironically, it has been Donald Trump
himself who has been a ringleader in fan-
ning the fumes of racism and White su-
premacy in America.

He implied that the Central Park Five,
Black and Latino men who were ultimately
exonerated of rape after a wrongful con-
viction, deserved the death penalty. Trump
has never apologized.

He led the birther movement claiming
President Barack Obama was not born in
the U. S.

He called Haiti and African nations
“sh*thole countries.”

He called football players protesting
wrongful police killings of Black men and
women “sons of bitches.”

During the Charlottesville “Unite the
Right” rally that drew White supremacists
from across the country in 2017, Trump
said there were “very fine people on both
sides.”

And most recently, during the CNN de-
bate against President Biden, he referred to
“Black jobs,” apparently espousing a ste-
reotype that he has yet to explain.

Thankfully, Donald Trump survived the
assassination attempt. But the fact is that
the so far unrepentant former president was
nearly killed by the same evil that he has
helped to perpetuate.

Hazel Trice Edney is editor-in-chief of
the Trice Edney News Wire.
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Kamala Harris
and JD Vance
have talked, but
they’re yet to
agree on terms
for a VP debate

Republican J.D. Vance

By Zeke Miller And Jill Colvin
Associated Press

Vice President Kamala Har-
ris and Republican JD Vance
on Tuesday had their first chat
since the Ohio senator became
the GOP vice presidential
nominee, but the two sides are
still working on terms for par-
ticipating in a debate, accord-
ing to three people familiar
with the matter.

Harris has agreed to a de-
bate on CBS News on ei-
ther July 23 or Aug. 13. Two
months ago, former President
Donald Trump agreed to those
same dates, or one later in the
calendar, on behalf of his then-
unidentified running mate —
but for a debate on Fox News,
which Biden’s team has indi-
cated it would reject.

The people, who spoke on
the condition of anonymity to
discuss internal conversations
about the debate, said there had
been no progress at bridging the
disagreements on the network
partner and format, but they ex-
pect discussions to begin now
that Trump has selected Vance,
a first-term senator from Ohio.

“Obviously, we want to de-
bate Vice President Harris
because it’s important for the
American people to see the
contrast,” Vance told News-
max on Tuesday evening.

Harris, in her congratula-
tory voicemail to Vance on his
selection on Monday, urged
him to accept the CBS debate,
according to one of the people
familiar with the discussions.
Vance returned Harris® call
on Tuesday and the pair ex-
changed pleasantries, that per-
son said. A second person said
they shared a desire to debate,
but didn’t discuss specifics.

Vance told Newsmax that
Harris was “was very gra-
cious, very cordial” on the call.

Last month’s debate disaster
for President Joe Biden, Satur-
day’s attempted assassination
of Trump, and the ages of both
men atop their respective tick-
ets could raise the stakes for
the running mates’ potential
faceoff.

“Vice President Harris is
prepared to debate JD Vance,”
Biden campaign spokesman TJ
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VP Kamala Harris

Ducklo told reporters Monday
after Vance was added to the
GOP ticket. “We have accepted
the proposal from CBS News —
I think as folks are aware — to
participate in that debate, and
we feel very good.”

Massachusetts Sen. Eliza-
beth Warren told reporters on
a Biden campaign call, “The
V.P. will take it to JD Vance.”

“The debate is going to have
two parts to it,” she continued.
“It’s how strong our vice presi-
dent is and how good her eco-
nomic issues are. I’'m looking
forward to this debate.”

Finding someone would
could perform well against
Harris was among Trump’s
considerations as he assessed
the field of potential candi-
dates. And on that measure
Vance stood out.

Vance had first captured
Trump’s attention during his
campaign for the Senate in
2022 — a viciously nasty pri-
mary in which the candidates
often seemed to be competing
more for Trump’s endorsement
than for Republican votes.

Trump’s campaign did not
respond Tuesday when asked
whether Vance would agree to
one of the two proposed CBS
dates.

Trump had said he hoped
Harris and his eventual run-
ning mate would meet at Vir-
ginia State University, which
is where Fox proposed holding
its event.

The university was origi-
nally scheduled to host a de-
bate put on by the nonpartisan
Commission on Presidential
Debates, and it would have
been the first time a historical-
ly Black college or university
hosted one.

Virginia’s two senators,
Democrats Tim Kaine and
Mark Warner, have urged the
candidates to still hold a de-
bate at the school.

CBS would host the debate
in one of the network’s studios,
which is the Biden team’s pref-
erence.

Colvin reported from Mil-
waukee. AP writers Seung Min
Kim, Michelle L. Price and
Jonathan J. Cooper contrib-
uted.
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Should you hecome
a Guinea Pig?

By Vince Faust
Tips to Be Fit

Almost every modern pre-
scription medicine we have
today has been studied in hun-
dreds and often with thousands
of people in a clinical trial.
Participating in a clinical trial
can be a rewarding experi-
ence, but it’s essential to ap-
proach it with knowledge and
awareness. Your decision to
take part is personal. But be-
ing part of a clinical study can
make a difference in the lives
of other people. A lot of effec-
tive treatments that we used
today, such as chemotherapies,
blood-thinning drugs and vac-
cines and cognitive-behavioral
therapies would not exist with-
out research participants.

Clinical trials are research
studies that test a medical, sur-
gical or behavioral interven-
tion in people. Trials progress
through phases (I to IV), each
serving a specific purpose.
Many people express willing-
ness to participate in clinical
trials, yet enrollment targets
often remain unmet. Trials are
the primary way that research-
ers determine if a new form of
treatment or prevention, such
as a new drug, diet or medical
device is safe and effective for
people.

Often clinical trials are de-
signed to learn if a new treat-
ment is more effective or has
less harmful side effects than
existing treatments. You have
to remember the primary in-
tent of research is to advance
medical knowledge and not to
advance the welfare of the pa-
tient.

Placebo drug treatments are
routine in experimental re-
search. When part of the group
being tested takes a sugar pill,
scientist can judge the effect of
the real drug without bias. But
because any type of surgery
especially on the brain can be
risky, placebo surgery is a con-
troversial practice that raises
questions about the ethics of
research and how far we are
willing to go to obtain research
data. Researchers defend the

practice because it is a vital
tool for fetal cell transplant and
a very powerful way to demon-
strate the true difference be-
tween a transplant group and
a control group. If you get the
placebo you’re not getting any
treatment and if you get the
treatment medication it’s new,
so no one knows if it’s going to
do you any good. In fact, the
new treatment could turn out
to be worse than getting noth-
ing at all.

The research boom is strain-
ing the system. A report is-
sued by the Inspector General
of Health and Human Services
(HHS) concluded that ethical
review boards that are respon-
sible for overseeing the design
and safety of studies “now re-
view too much, too quickly
with too little expertise.”

If you’re considering joining
a clinical trial the following
tips can help you make an in-
formed decision.

Get it in writing

Researchers must provide
potential volunteers with spe-
cific information about the
project and what it will entail.
They should also put the in-
formation in a written letter or
document, which a volunteer
will sign.

Take your time

Never feel pressured to sign
the agreement to participate.
Not everyone decides to enroll.
In fact, studies have shown that
those who delay signing have
a greater chance of declining.
Feel free to take the document
home first to discuss it with
your family, friends, a doctor
or nurse who is not involved in
the study.

Ask questions

Don’t hesitate to raise ques-
tion and discuss concerns at
any point before, during and
after the study.

Here are some questions po-
tential study volunteer need to
ask.

Why is the study being done?

Why am I a good candidate?

Will T receive any direct
medical benefit from partici-
pating?

Who is the sponsor?

Do researches receive any
financial bonus if I enroll and
complete the study?

Do they get a bonus if I sign
up today instead of later?

How will the study results
and patient safety be check?

What standard therapy is the
research treatment being com-
pared with?

What safety and effective-
ness has the test drug proce-
dure already shown?

What efforts will be made to
keep my information confiden-
tial?

Who will have access to my
data?

What test procedures and
treatment will be done during
the study?

Will the study hurt?

What are the experimental
parts of the study?

What screening test will cer-
tify my eligibility to partici-
pate?

Who will be in charge of my
care?

What happens if I decide 1
can’t continue with the study?

What happens if I become
ill or injured from the trial dur-
ing and afterward?

What costs does the study

pay for?

What cost can I expect to
pay?

Have insurance covered

these cost for other volunteers?

Are there resources available
to help cover cost?

Would my medical care cost
less or give me a greater ben-
efit if [ saw my doctor instead
of enrolling?

Will T be paid for participat-
ing? When? How much if I
leave the study?

Will I be notified of the stud-
ies findings, including my own
results at the study conclusion?
Can I get my results?

Can I continue treatment
even after the trial ends?

Remember, even after you
sign an informed consent form,
you can change your mind and
leave the study at any time for
any reason.

Sheila Thorne

of Multicultural
Healthcare Marketing
Group tackles cultural

The National Newspaper Publishers
Association newswire

Since 2003, Multicultural
Healthcare Marketing Group
has been changing the health-
care narrative for People of
Color, striving for inclusivity,
informed diagnoses and cul-
turally competent treatments.
With a clear vision and per-
sonal resources, Sheila Thorne
founded the Multicultural
Healthcare Marketing Group
(MHMG) in 2003.

Dedicated to bridging the
gaps in healthcare and com-
bating racial disparities, she
became a trusted voice in the
industry, driven by an unwav-
ering desire to provide equal
opportunities, raise awareness,
and bridge marginalized com-
munities with global pharma-
ceutical companies.

With over 25 years of expe-
rience in healthcare market-
ing, including roles as a senior
executive for several of the
world’s most influential health-
care marketing and communi-
cations companies, Sheila is
equipped with the knowledge
and skills that drive change
from grassroots to grass tops.

Throughout her experience,
she noticed the global lack of
adequate healthcare services
for people of color and the
widespread deficit of impact-
ful sustainable campaigns that
help communities take lives
into their own hands.

What statistics tell us is that
black people’s life expectancy
is nearly five years shorter
compared to white people, with
72.8 and 77.5 years, respec-
tively even among the middle
class and insured. These chal-
lenges bleed into the lives of
children and their mothers.
With an over two times higher
mortality rate for black infants

deficit

Thorne

compared to their white coun-
terparts. These numbers paint
a dire picture that has persisted
and been ignored. Calling for
immediate action and effective
solutions.

With that mission in mind,
Sheila created MHMG. She
says, “My goal is to ensure
that everyone, regardless of
race, age, or origin, can ac-
cess quality healthcare. People
of color often die prematurely
from preventable, manageable,
and curable illnesses. It’s about
time we change that.”

According to Sheila, some of
the contributing factors include
financial challenges, racial bi-
ases, and lack of health edu-
cation. From impactful cam-
paigns to changing the clinical
trial landscape and offering
insights about disease symp-
toms and results, MHMG is
leading the much-needed sys-
temic change. As a seasoned
healthcare marketing expert,
Sheila recognizes the essential
aspects of effective strategies.
During her experience, she
identified a striking void in the
industry — most marketers lack
a profound understanding of
the deeply rooted challenges of
Black, Latino, Asian, and other
populations of color.

Among the most prominent
issues within the healthcare
space, Sheila highlights the
apparent racial differences be-
tween PoC and white patients
for type 2 diabetes. According
to recent data, Black African,
African Caribbean and South
Asian communities are at the
highest risk of developing type
2 diabetes from the age of 25.
This is significantly younger
than the white population, for
which the risk increases after
40. Racial challenges, access
to healthcare, and financial
barriers propel the issue, low-
ering the probability of treat-
ment. Similarly to type 2 dia-
betes, Black people are more
likely to develop hypertension
at an earlier age, with the aver-
age systolic blood pressure be-
ing 2.9 mmHg and 1.6 mmHg
higher for Black boys and girls
compared with white children.

She embarked upon a twelve-
city campaign dedicated to
educating African Americans
on the dangers of untreated hy-
pertension, offering culturally
competent advice and tangible
community-based  solutions.
This marked the beginning of
her profound impact in that
sphere, reinforcing her motiva-
tion and mission.

What started as a one-person
operation in 2003 turned into a
powerful movement driven by
Sheila’s unyielding commit-
ment to fostering an equitable
healthcare system. “After leav-
ing my previous job as an edu-
cator, MHMG started as me in
a shared office space. Thank-
fully, the connections I made
over the years helped me cre-
ate the company that MHMG
is now — a dedicated team of
passionate people of color who
won’t stop until racial dispari-
ties disappear,” she adds.

Start the school year strong
and prevent iliness in children

StatePoint

The excitement of a new
school year unfolds each year
when families flood the super-
store aisles to buy classroom
supplies, tape afterschool sched-
ules on the fridge and organize
carpools with friends.

Common to each family is
a desire for children to remain
healthy, active and ready to
learn.

To prepare children and teens
to be at their best — physically,
mentally, socially and emotion-
ally — the American Academy of
Pediatrics (AAP) recommends
regular visits with the pediatri-
cian, as well as immunizations
that help keep all family mem-
bers healthy. Recent outbreaks
of measles, a highly contagious
disease, have shown how quick-
ly some infectious diseases can
spread within a community.

“The best way to strengthen
a child’s immune system and
keep them healthy is by getting
them vaccinated,” said pediatri-
cian, Dr. David M. Higgins. “An
illness like measles can keep
children home and away from
school and activities for days.
Immunizations allow children
to enjoy learning, playing and
getting together with friends and

(C) USERBA011D64_201 / ISTOCK VIA GETTY IMAGES PLUS

family.”

As of June 13, 2024, a total
of 151 U.S. measles cases were
reported this year-to-date in 21
different states, according to the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. These recent mea-
sles outbreaks have affected un-
vaccinated people. Choosing to
not vaccinate your children not
only leaves them susceptible to
measles, but also exposes other
children to this potentially seri-
ous disease. This includes in-

fants who are too young to be
vaccinated and those who are
unable to be vaccinated due to
other health conditions.
“Everyone in our community
deserves to be healthy, and part
of being healthy means getting
immunized for all illnesses,
including influenza and CO-
VID-19 and, if eligible, respira-
tory syncytial virus (RSV). It
benefits all of us if every child
in our community is vaccinated,
because it means that all of us

are more likely to be healthy,”
says Dr. Higgins.

Families can also stop the
spread of infection by encourag-
ing hand washing with children
throughout the day. Help or re-
mind them to wash their hands:

*Before eating (including
snacks)

* After a trip to the bathroom

* Whenever they come in from
playing outdoors

* After touching an animal,
like a family pet

 After sneezing or coughing
if they cover their mouth

* When someone in the house-
hold is ill.

The AAP calls for the immu-
nization of all children and ado-
lescents according to its policy,
Recommended Immunization
Schedules for Children and
Adolescents Aged 18 Years or
Younger, United States.

“Your pediatrician can answer
any questions about recom-
mended vaccines and when your
child needs them,” Dr. Higgins
said. “There is a schedule for
their recommended timing be-
cause that is when research has
shown they are most effective
during a child’s development.”

More information can be
Sfound at healthychildren.org

SPM Wire

July is UV Safety Aware-
ness Month, a great oppor-
tunity to brush up on ways
to protect your skin and eyes
from ultraviolet exposure.

UV rays can cause sun-
burns, eye injuries and cancer,
making protection critical.

This summer be sure to:

Wear sunscreen: Wear sun-
screen of SPF 30 or higher ev-
ery day, not just on the days
you are heading to the beach
or pool. Consistently reapply
it every two hours, and when-
ever your skin is exposed to

July is UV Safety
Awareness
Month

water or sweat.

Wear sunglasses: Protect
your eyes with sunglasses that
are labeled as offering UV
protection.

Wear a hat: Wear a hat to
protect your scalp and to of-
fer your face and eyes addi-
tional sun protection. A wide-
brimmed hat is best, though
any hat offering shade is bet-
ter than nothing.

Choose shade: When din-
ing or lounging outdoors,
choose shade. Always sit un-
der umbrellas, awnings or
trees.

Forinformation about advertising in

The Mississippi Link

please call; 601-896-0084
or e-mail linkads@bellsouth.net

www.mississippilink.com
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT
ZONING CASE NO. 4260

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council of
Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given
to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that DeAngealo Barrett has filed with
the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to allow for
the placement of a manufactured house within a R-2 (Single & Two-Family) Residential Dis-
trict on property located at 0 Rand St. (Parcel: 707-107) , in the First Judicial District of Hinds
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

270.5ftx 122 FTN & S INNE COR LOT 19 SCHROEDERS 3RD SUBN LESS TO INDIVIDU-
ALS LESS TO ST

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Con-
ference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, July 24, 2024, at which time all parties interested in or
affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be
established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City
Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within
the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time
if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request
is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to
accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE OP-
TION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH
REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIRE-
MENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY
EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER PRIOR TO JULY 17,
2024.

WITNESS my signature this 27TH day of June 2024.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

71412024, 7/18/2024

LEGAL

RULE 81 SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
RUTH PITTMAN TAYLOR, DECEASED CAUSE NO. P2024-31 G/2
PETITIONER: MELVIN HAMILTON

SUMMONS

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

TO: THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF RUTH PITTMAN TAYLOR, DECEASED

You have been made a Defendant in the suit filed in this Court by Melvin Hamilton Petitioner,
seeking the adjudication of heirs of Ruth Pittman Taylor, Deceased.

You are summoned to appear and defend against the complaint or petition filed against you
in this action at 1:30 o’clock p. m., on the 20th day of August, 2024, in the Chancery Court-
room of Hinds County before Honorable Tiffany Grove, Chancellor. In case of your failure
to appear and defend a judgment will be entered against you for the money or other things
demanded in the complaint or petition.

You are not required to file an answer or other pleading but you may do so if you desire.
Issued under my hand and the seal of said Court, this the 3rd day of July, 2024.

EDDIE JEAN CARR
CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY,
MISSISSIPPI

7/18/2024, 7/25/2024, 8/1/2024

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
TERMINAL ADVERTISEMENT PROGRAM
AT THE JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
JMAA PROJECT NUMBER 061-24

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“*JMAA”) is requesting proposals (each, a “Proposal”)
to provide related services (the “Services”) to JMAA in connection with the Terminal Advertise-
ment Program at JAN, JMAA Project No. 061-24.

JMAA will receive sealed electronic or printed submissions only. All submissions of Statement
of Qualifications to perform the Services will be accepted until Tuesday, August 20, 2024, at
4:00 p.m. Central Standard Time (CST) on (the “Deadline”). RFP shall be accepted electroni-
cally, by mail, or by hand delivery as

follows:

Electronically jmaabids.com
By mail or hand delivery JMAA's Administrative Office, Suite 300
Main Terminal Building
Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers
International Airport 100 International Drive,
Jackson, Mississippi 39208

Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents from
JMAA via JMAA's website at: www.jmaabids.com.

After evaluation in accordance with the criteria set forth in the RFP, JMAA will initiate negotia-
tions with the Respondent ranked first on the list. If such negotiations fail to produce an agree-
ment, in form and content, satisfactory to JMAA, within a reasonable period of time, then JMAA
may reject the ranked Respondent. In that event, JMAA will follow the same process with the
other Respondents, in the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and enters

into an agreement satisfactory to JMAA.

JMAA has established a DBE contract goal of 0% for the Services solicited by this RFP. How-
ever, twenty (20) points are potentially available to Respondents submitting an acceptable
minority participation proposal for the Services.

7/18/2024, 7/25/2024

LEGAL

RULE 81 SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

BOBBY LAZELL CARSON, DECEASED CAUSE NO. 2024-242 W

SUMMONS
THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
TO: THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF BOBBY LAZELL CARSON, DECEASED

You have been made a Defendant in the suit filed in this Court by Bobby
Lazell Carson Petitioner, seeking the adjudication of heirs of Bobby Lazell Carson,
Deceased.

You are summoned to appear and defend against the complaint or petition
filed against you in this action at 8:45 o’clock a. m., on the 30'" day of August, 2024,
in the Chancery Courtroom of Madison County before Honorable James Walker
Chancellor. In case of your failure to appear and defend a judginent will be entered
against you for the money or other things demanded in the complaint or petition.

You are not required to file an answer or other pleading but you may do so if
you desire.

Issued under my hand and the seal of said Court, this the m‘da}' of July,
2024,

RONNY LOTT
CHANCERY CLERK OF MADISON COUNTY,
MISSISSIPPI

7/18/2024

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT
ZONING CASE NO. 4258

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice
is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Capitol
Magnolia, LLC has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application
requesting a Use Permit to allow for the conversion of an office building into multifamily
apartments of up to twenty (20) units within a C-2 (Limited) Commercial District on prop-
erty located at 2625-2639 Ridgewood Rd (Parcel: 542-230), in the First Judicial District
of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LELIASTREET AND SOUTHERLAND
STREET IN JACKSON, HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, RUN THENCE SOUTH 88 DE-
GREES 59 MINUTES EAST 478.0 FEET ALONG THE SOUTHERLY MARGIN OF LE-
LIASTREET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THE PARCEL HEREIN DESCRIBED:
THENCE CONTINUE ALONG THE SOUTHERLY MARGIN OF LELIA STREET SOUTH
88 DEGREES 59 MINUTES EAST 29.85 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 12
MINUTES WEST 298.48 FEET, THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 35 MINUTES WEST
134.17 FEET, THENCE NORTH 01 DEGREES 01 MINUTES EAST 201.81 FEET,
THENCE SOUTH 88 DEGREES 59 MINUTES EAST 100.0 FEET; THENCE NORTH 01
DEGREES 01 MINUTES EAST 100.0 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PARCEL CONTAINS 0.68 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, ALL
OF WHICH IS LOCATED IN THE SE 1/4 OF SECTION 25, TOWNSHIP 6 NORTH,
RANGE 1 EAST, FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI.

LESS AND EXCEPT THE FOLLOWING PROPERTY:

BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LELIA STREET AND SOUTHER-
LAND STREET IN JACKSON, HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, RUN THENCE SOUTH
88 DEGREES 59 MINUTES EAST ADISTANCE OF 478.00 FEET ALONG THE SOUTH-
ERLY MARGIN OF LELIA STREET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THE PARCEL
HEREIN DESCRIBED; THENCE CONTINUE ALONG THE SOUTHERLY MARGIN OF
LELIA STREET SOUTH 88 DEGREES 59 MINUTES EAST A DISTANCE OF 29.85
FEET; THENCE SOUTH O DEGREES | 2 MINUTES WEST A DISTANCE OF 100.00
FEET, THENCE NORTH 88 DEGREES 59 MINUTES WEST A DISTANCE OF 31.3
FEET TO THE SOUTHEASTERN CORNER OF THAT CERTAIN PARCEL 1 AS DE-
SCRIBED IN WARRANTY DEED RECORDED IN BOOK 6890 AT PAGE 61; THENCE
NORTH 01 DEGREES 01 MINUTES EAST A DISTANCE OF 100.00 FEET TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING.

THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PARCEL CONTAINS 0.07 ACRES, MORE OR LESS BEING
LOCATED IN THE SE 1/4 OF SECTION 25, TOWNSHIP 6 NORTH, RANGE 1 EAST,
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI.

BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LELIA STREET AND SOUTHER-
LAND STREET IN JACKSON, HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, RUN THENCE SOUTH
88 DEGREES 59 MINUTES EAST ADISTANCE OF 478.00 FEET ALONG THE SOUTH-
ERLY MARGIN OF LELIA STREET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THE PARCEL
HEREIN DESCRIBED; THENCE CONTINUE ALONG THE SOUTHERLY MARGIN OF
LELIA STREET SOUTH 88 DEGREES 59 MINUTES EAST A DISTANCE OF 29.85
FEET;, THENCE SOUTH 0 DEGREES 12 MINUTES WEST A DISTANCE OF 100.00
FEET, THENCE NORTH 88 DEGREES 59 MINUTES WEST A DISTANCE OF 31.3
FEET TO THE SOUTHEASTERN CORNER OF THAT CERTAIN PARCEL 1 AS DE-
SCRIBED IN WARRANTY DEED RECORDED IN BOOK 6890 AT PAGE 61; THENCE
NORTH 01 DEGREES 01 MINUTES EAST A DISTANCE OF 100.00 FEET TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING.

THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PARCEL CONTAINS 0.07 ACRES, MORE OR LESS BEING
LOCATED IN THE SE 1/4 OF SECTION 25, TOWNSHIP 6 NORTH, RANGE 1 EAST,
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street
in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, July 24, 2024, at which time all
parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question,
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the
City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator
at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PER-
SON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANC-
ING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIATELECONFER-
ENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER
PRIOR TO JULY 17, 2024.

WITNESS my signature this 28TH day of June 2024.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator

City of Jackson, Mississippi

7/4/12024, 7/18/2024

Advertisement for
BID 3263

Partners to Provide Supplies for Scholars Experiencing Homelessness

Electronic RFP proposals for the above RFP will be received by the Board of Trustees of
the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South President Street,
Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time), Tuesday, August 13, 2024,
at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. The Board of Trust-
ees reserves the right to reject all RFPs, waive informalities, and withhold the accep-
tance of any RFP if approved forty-five calendar days from the date RFPs are opened.

There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Download from
Central Bidding website at www.centralbidding.com for a small fee of $49.99 or visit
JPSD website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us and download. Vendors must be registered
with Central Bidding in order to electronically upload RFPs proposals at no cost. For any
questions concerning the process, or how to register, please contact Central Bidding at
225-810-4814.

All hand-delivered proposals must be delivered before the opening time (local prevailing
time) and the date the bid is scheduled to open. These deliveries are to be made to the
Business Services Office at 662 South President Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

7/18/2024, 7/25/2024

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL EXCEPTION
ZONING CASE NO. 4257

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council
of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby
given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Tracy T. Willis has filed
with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Special Excep-
tion to allow for a private kennel for up to five (5) dogs within a R-1A (Single-Family) Residen-
tial District on property located at 301 Sewanee Dr. (Parcel: 119-105-1), in the First Judicial
District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

Lot 11, Block H, North Sunnyside Additions, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof
on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Court of Hinds County at Jackson, Missis-
sippi, in Plat Book #1, page 69 reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of
this description.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson
Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson,
Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, July 24, 2024, at which time all parties interested
in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record
will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the
City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property
within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before
said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date.
If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/
hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE OP-
TION TOATTEND THE MEETING VIATELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH
REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIRE-
MENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY
EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER PRIOR TO JULY 17,
2024.

WITNESS my signature this 27TH day of June 2024.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

71412024, 7/18/2024

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
SIGN VARIANCE FOR AMAZING INSTITUTIONAL CHURCH

THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE SIGN
VARIANCE FOR AMAZING INSTITUTIONAL CHURCH TO RECEIVE CITIZEN INPUT
IS SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, JULY 30, 2024 AT 10:00 A.M. IN COUNCIL CHAM-
BERS AT THE CITY HALL BUILDING, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON,
MS, 39201. INTERESTED CITIZENS ARE ENCOURAGED TOATTEND. PLEASE CON-
TACT THE SIGNS & LICENSE DIVISION (601) 960-1154 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

71412024, 7/11/2024

U-RENTAL

Van Company

e S V.

3840 ROBINSON ROAD

JACKSON, MS 39209 -

New fleet of vans

12 & 15 passenger vans
Unbeatable prices
Unlimited miles

Church / business trips
Family vacation & more
Cash or credlt Cards

‘,Lma-‘

PHONE: 601-398-1162
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT
ZONING CASE NO. 4259

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof,
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby,
that Raad Mudhis Gobah has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson,
an application requesting a Use Permit to allow for a Tobacco Paraphernalia Store
within a C-3 (General) Commercial District on property located at 4886 Highway
18 West (Parcel: 831-101), in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi,
and being more particularly described as:

Being all of Lots 1 and 2 of the 903 Subdivision as platted and recorded in the Of-
fice of the Chancery Clerk, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly
described as follows, towit:

Commencing at an iron pin at the Northwest corner of Lot 1 of the 903 Subdivision
as platted and recorded in the Office of the Chancery Clerk, Hinds County, Mis-
sissippi and use as the POINT OF BEGINNING, said Northwest corner also being
on the South Right-of-Way of Mississippi Highway No. 18. From said POINT OF
BEGINNING run North 41 degrees 08 minutes 04 seconds East along the said
South Right-of-Way for a distance of 87.55 feet, to an iron pin; thence South 41
degrees 48 minutes 00 seconds East along the said South Right-of Way for a dis-
tance of 2.15 feet to an iron pin; thence North 42 degrees 33 minutes 10 seconds
East along the said South Right-of-Way for a distance of 80.79 feet, to an iron pin;
thence North 36 degrees 42 minutes 59 seconds East along the said South Right-
of-Way for a distance of 51.50 feet, to an iron pin at the Northwest corner of Lot 2
of the said 903 Subdivision; thence South 47 degrees 03 minutes 07 seconds East
for a distance of 41.36 feet, to an iron pin; thence North 42 degrees 54 minutes 33
seconds East for a distance of 16.05 feet, to an iron pin; thence South 47 degrees
08 minutes 37 seconds East for a distance of 32.00 feet, to an iron pin; thence
South 68 degrees 20 minutes 00 seconds East for a distance of 68.13 feet to an
iron pin; thence East for a distance of 50.51 feet, to an iron pin at the Northeast
corner of Lot 2 of the said 903 Subdivision; thence South 00 degrees 05 minutes
39 seconds West for a distance of 140.81 feet, to an iron pin at the beginning of
a curve to the right, said curve having a radius of 100.00 feet and a chord bear-
ing South 09 degrees 33 minutes 40 seconds West for a distance of 33.73 feet;
thence along said curve to the right for an arc length of 33.90 feet, to an iron pin;
thence South 19 degrees 29 minutes 03 seconds West for a distance of 98.37
feet, to an iron pin at the Northeast corner of Lot 1 of the said 903 Subdivision;
thence South 19 degrees 27 minutes 36 seconds West for a distance of 141.36
feet, to an iron pin at the Southeast corner of Lot 1 of the said 903 subdivision, said
Southeast corner also being on the North Right-of-Way of Chadwick Drive; thence
North 70 degrees 33 minutes 41 seconds West along the said North Right-of-Way
for a distance of 388.57 feet, to an iron pin; thence North 30 degrees 29 minutes
55 seconds West along the said North Right-of-Way for a distance of 43.81 feet,
to an iron pin at the Southwest corner of Lot 1 of the said 903 Subdivision, said
Southwest corner also being on the South Right of-Way of Mississippi Highway
No. 18; thence North 44 degrees 47 minutes 47 seconds East along the said South
Right-of-Way for a distance of 16.99 feet to an iron pin; thence North 50 degrees 12
minutes 39 seconds East for a distance of 115.82 feet, to an iron pin; thence South
47 degrees 23 minutes 03 seconds East along the said South Right-of-Way for a
distance of 1.99 feet, to an iron pin; thence North 50 degrees 12 minutes 57 sec-
onds East along the said South Right-of-Way for a distance of 35.60 feet, to an iron
pin; thence North 42 degrees 30 minutes 22 seconds East along the said South
Right-of-Way for a distance of 32.04 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING. Said par-
cel being all of Lots 1 and 2 of the 903 Subdivision as platted and recorded in the
Office of the Chancery Clerk, Hinds County, Mississippi, and contains 2.92 acres.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, July 24, 2024, at
which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and
con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which the City
Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any
objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and
if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time
if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date.
If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the
City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids
for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY
AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VID-
EO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE
SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY AT-
TEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/NVIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.
JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER PRIOR TO JULY 17, 2024.

WITNESS my signature this 28TH day of June 2024.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator

City of Jackson, Mississippi
71412024, 7/18/2024

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
RELATED TO THE PURCHASE OF
AUDIO AND VIDEO EQUIPMENT
JMAA PROJECT NO. 062-24

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“*JMAA”) is seeking bids related to the
purchase of Audio and Video Equipment at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers
International Airport (the “Work”).

Sealed bids to perform the Work will be accepted by JMAA until 4:00 p.m. Central
Standard Time (CST) on Thursday, August 22, 2024 (the “Bid Deadline”). Bids
shall be accepted electronically, mail, or hand delivery as follows:

Website:
By mail or hand delivery:

www.jmaabids.com

JMAA's Administrative Office, Suite 300

Main Terminal Building

Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208

JMAA will publicly open and read all bids on Thursday, August 22, 2024, at 4:30
p.m. (CST) (the “Bid Opening”), in the Community Conference Room, Third Floor
of the Main Terminal Building at JAN. JMAA invites Bidders and their authorized
representatives to be present at the Bid Opening.

Questions and communications regarding this project’s bidding procedure and
schedule should be directed to: Eric Williams, Procurement Director, ewilliams@
jmaa.com, and 601-360-8622.

JMAA will not consider any submissions, including bid proposals, amendments
to bids, or requests for withdrawal of bids received after the Bid Deadline for any
reason whatsoever.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest successful bidder as determined by
JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in the information for Bidders.

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifications for the Work by
Addendum issued before the Bid Deadline; to reject any and all bids; to waive
technicalities in the bid proposals.

The Information for Bidders and bidding documents for the Work can be found at
(https://jmaabids.com).

7/18/2024, 7/25/2024

LEGAL

RULE 81 SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
LARRY COLEMAN, DECEASED

CAUSE NO. P2024-244 H/3
PETITIONER: JEANETTE COLEMAN
SUMMONS
THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
TO: THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF LARRY COLEMAN, DECEASLED

You have been made a Defendant in the suit filed in this Court by Jeanette
Coleman Petitioner, seeking the adjudication of heirs of Larry Coleman, Deceased.

You are summoned to appear and defend against the complaint or petition
filed against you in this action at 1:30 o’clock p. m., on the 19" day of September,
2024, in the Chancery Courtroom of Hinds County before Honorable Tametrice E.
Hodges Lindsey, Chancellor. In case of vour failure to appear and defend a
judgment will be entered against you for the money or other things demanded in the
complaint or petition.

You are not required to file an answer or other pleading but you may do so if
you desire.

L Iy
Issued under my hand and the seal of said Court, this the J3= day afﬁ:{'

EDDIE JEAN CARR
CHANCERY CLERK OQF HINDS COUNTY,
MISSISSIPPI

BY: }<.éf£%xayw/

7/18/2024, 7/25/2024, 8/1/2024

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
RELATED TO THE PURCHASE OF
VxRail PRODUCTION SERVERS
JMAA PROJECT NO. 063-24

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“‘JMAA”) is seeking bids related to the
purchase of VxRail Production Servers at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers In-
ternational Airport (the “Work”).

Sealed bids to perform the Work will be accepted by JMAA until 4:00 p.m. Central
Standard Time (CST) on Wednesday, August 21, 2024 (the “Bid Deadline”). Bids
shall be accepted electronically, mail, or hand delivery as follows:

Website:
By mail or hand delivery:

www.jmaabids.com

JMAA's Administrative Office, Suite 300

Main Terminal Building

Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208

JMAA will publicly open and read all bids on Wednesday, August 21, 2024, at
4:30 p.m. (CST) (the “Bid Opening”), in the Community Conference Room, Third
Floor of the Main Terminal Building at JAN. JMAA invites Bidders and their autho-
rized representatives to be present at the Bid Opening.

Questions and communications regarding this project's bidding procedure and
schedule should be directed to: Eric Williams, Procurement Director, ewilliams@
jmaa.com, and 601-360-8622.

JMAA will not consider any submissions, including bid proposals, amendments
to bids, or requests for withdrawal of bids received after the Bid Deadline for any
reason whatsoever.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest successful bidder as determined by
JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in the information for Bidders.

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifications for the Work by
Addendum issued before the Bid Deadline; to reject any and all bids; to waive
technicalities in the bid proposals.

The Information for Bidders and bidding documents for the Work can be found at
(https://jmaabids.com).

7/18/2024, 7/25/2024

LEGAL

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

LOIS CHAMBERS, DECEASED CAUSE NO. P24-62 T/1

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN CREDITORS

Letters of Administration having been granted by the Chancery Court of Hinds County,
Mississippi to the undersigned Exccutor upon the Estate of Lois Chambers, Deceased, nolice is
hereby given to all persons having claims against said estate to present {l1¢ same to the Clerk of
this Court for probation and registration according to the law, within ninety (907} days from the

first publication of this

This the IJq

lice, or they will be forever barred.

day of June, 2024,

[ 9
L/i‘:l"}‘!ﬁ -';na:zﬂ_, K ?lﬂ1.“{yﬂ/4_/\) _

Veronica Chambers

N

Donna Chambers

STATE OF MISSISSIPP]
COUNTY OF HINDS

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned authority in and for the jurisdiction
aforesaid, the within named, Veronica Chambers and Donna Chambers, Co-Administrators for
the Estate of Lois Chambers, deceased, who having been by me first duly swom, states that the

ahove Notice 10 Creditors is true and correct as therein stated,

Telephone: (769) 251-0207, Facsimile: (601) 6D8-7872

Ann James

NOTARY MY comnﬂ%@%ﬁs

) /_1? b@m? ;"
Dii]'llCI] Stlevenson Fs \
Stevenson Legal Group, PLLC HOTARY PUBLIC 1
1310 N, West Sireet i wﬂ‘;‘m i
Jackson, MS 39202 kY o 2007 :

wavch 24, <y

\ % /&'{

7/18/2024, 7/25/2024, 8/1/2024

JSU students hald
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e

View our e-Edition

Visit our newly designed website:

www.mississippilink.com
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Be prepared before the next power outage.

el

It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* - valued at $535.

Call844-316-8630
to schedule your free quote!

GENERAC

*Terms and Conditions apply:

* ALERT™

If you or a loved one used

RoundUp

and have been diagnosed with
Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma
you may be entitled to

COMPENSATION
CALL 1-601-499-0995

for free consultation

T. Mark Sledge, Attorney at Law, PLL.C

Free Background Information Available Upon Request

HUGE 2-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
Wednesday, July 24* &
Deanm Thursday, July 25" ¢ Qam

3 : 1042 Holland Ave e Philadelphia, Mississippi
Auctioneers Live Online and Onsite Bidding
Day 1: Selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors, Specialty Trucks, Trailers,
Pickups, Vehicles, Misc. & More
Day 2: Selling Dozers, Excavators, Motor Graders, Rubber-tired Loaders,
Backhoes, Skid Steers, Compaction Eq., Forklifts, Logging, Service
Trucks, Farm Tractors, Attachments, Misc. & More
Deanco Auction 601-656-9768 www.deancoauction.com
1042 Holland Ave (PC Box 1248) e Philadelphia, Mississippi 39350 Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733, MSGL #3835
10% Buyers Fremium on the first $5000 of each lot and then a 3% buyers premium and the remaining balance of each lot.

Pick Up

THE Mississipp LINK

AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

JACKSON
BULLY’S RESTAURANT

3118 Livingston Road

CASH & CARRY

Capitol Street and Monument Street
CITY HALL

219 S President St

GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL

3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL

2030 N Siwell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL

4331 Highway 80W

DOLLAR GENERAL

5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL

1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL

304 Briarwood Dr

DOLLAR GENERAL

2855 McDowell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL

104 Terry Rd

J & AFUEL STORES

3249 Medgar Evers Bivd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S MARKET
Northside Drive

MCDADE’S MARKET #2

653 Duling Avenue

PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall

350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART

5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE

Fortification and 1-55

MURPHY USA

6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE

Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS

380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

CANTON

A&l

716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B&B

702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE

3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE

Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART

743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY

Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN

285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS

K & K ONE STOP

110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE

421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP

257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY

22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

BYRAM

DOLLAR GENERAL

125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

5495 |-55 South Frontage Road

VOWELL'S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road

CITY HALL

Terry Road

CLINTON
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

TERRY

SERVICE STATION

at Exit 78

CITY HALL

West Cunningham Avenue

RAYMOND

HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER

505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY

122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS

LOVE FOOD MART

120 E. Main Street,

Raymond, MS

RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL

110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE

UTICA
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18

PITT STOP

101 Hwy 18 & 27

BOLTON
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

MCAN

Mississippi Classified Advertising Network

To place your statewide classified ad order, call MS Press Services at 601-981-3050

Sudoku Solution
2(8]|5]9]4|7]3]|6][1
3[1]9ls|2]|8]7]|5]4
6|7]4al5]|3]1]8]9]2
ol2]3]s|6|4]1]7]5
gle|7]1]5]|214]3]9
5[a]1]7]9]3]2]8]s
4|9]2]3]8]5]6]1]7
7|13[sl4|1]9]5[2]8
1]5[s]2]7]s]o]4]3

For Sale

Home Improvement

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
today with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 5-
Year warranty with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-844-316-8630 today to sched-
ule a free quote. It is not just a generator.
It is a power move.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE in Mississippi
newspapers through Mississippi Press

Services by calling 601-981-3060.

Health & Beauty

DISCOVER TOP-RATED HEALTH and
BEAUTY PRODUCTS effortlessly with
vitaplusuniverse.com. Save precious time
by letting us bring the best Amazon prod-
ucts o you! Shop now!

Home Improvement

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little
as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available. Call: 1-877-312-
6806

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking  gutter  protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase. Plus 10% Senior
and Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-
1028

SAFE STEP. North America is #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and
service. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financing available.
Call Safe Step 1-855-532-0066

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP &
RESTORATION: A small amount of
water can lead to major damage to your
home. If you have water damage to your
home, call for a free estimate for com-
plete repairs to protect your family and
your home's value!l Call 24/7: 1-855-
425-5429 Have zip code of service loco-
tion ready when you calll

Insurance

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 -855-397-7045
www.dental50plus.com/mspress #6258

Medical Supplies

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

Miscellaneous
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, RV

and more tfo support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran
Car Donations at 1-866-428-0305
today!

Pets/Livestock

WHEN VETERINARY CARE IS
UNAVAILABLE or unaffordable, ask for
Happy Jack flea/tick, mane dandruff, and
allergy control. At Tractor Supply.
(www.happyjackinc.com)

Services-General

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS
HOME INTERNET with Earthlink. Enjoy
speeds from 5G and 4G LTE networks, no
contracts, easy installation, and data
plans up to 300 GB. Call 866-831-4021
GET BOOST INFINITE! Unlimited Talk,
Text and Data for just $25/mo! The power
of 3 5G Networks, One Low Pricel Call
today and get the latest iPhone every year
on us! 1-844-255-0047

GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET! Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies,
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-877-628-3143
GoGo. Live and age your way. Cet
help with rides, groceries, meals and
more. Memberships start as low as $1 per
day. Available 24/7 nationwide. BBB
Rated A+ Business. Call GoGo to get
started. 1-844-227-5156

PEST CONTROL: PROTECT YOUR
HOME from pests safely and affordably.
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, Termite,
Spiders and other pests. Locally owned
and affordable. Call for service or an
inspection today! 1-888-313-1578 Have
zip code of property ready when calling!
SWITCH AND SAVE UP TO $250/year
on your talk, text and data. No coniract
and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk and
text with flexible data plans. Premium
nationwide coverage. 100% U.S. based
customer service. For more information,

call 1-844-954-4517

Mississippi Press
Services
601-981-3060

Week of July 14, 2024
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President Joe Biden is the Democratic
nominee: Let’s move on to the convention

By James B. Ewers Jr., Ed.D

President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio
Weeks have
turned into
months as some
Democrats pon-
der removing
President Joe

Biden from their
ticket. The Democrats, if they
don’t look out, are on a colli-
sion course with themselves.

The debate held a few weeks
ago has made some Democrats
question Mr. Biden’s fitness
for office. My response is “ye
of little faith.” These same nay-
sayers have watched the econ-
omy grow, more people have

He didn’t perform well at
the debate and now the faint-
hearted want to throw in the
towel and jump ship. They go
negative based upon 92 min-
utes.

The Democrats, some would
say, are in trouble. They have
a strong candidate in President
Biden however the media has
painted a different picture with
inflamed rhetoric. This is my
opinion.

There are some polls that
have his opponent ahead and
other polls that have President
Biden ahead. Polls are not reli-
able and cannot be trusted all
the time. I have been around
long enough to know that as a

Biden dropping out of the race.
However, he has said that he
will not. Who do you believe
the media or the president?
Who do you believe his Demo-
cratic critics or him? I believe
him when he says that he is in
the race and not going any-
where.

It is my opinion that report-
ers should stop asking him that
question because they are get-
ting the same response from
him.

He is also being quizzed
about his mental fitness for the
job. I believe that he is men-
tally capable of doing the job.
So do most Americans.

However, there are over 25

aside and let someone else run
for the office of president.

Congressman Mike Quigley
of Illinois said, “Mr. President,
your legacy is set. We owe you
the greatest debt of gratitude.
The only thing that you can do
now to cement that for all time
and prevent utter catastrophe
is to step down and let some-
one do this.” Congressman
Quigley, who is that someone
else?

Congresswoman Mikie
Sherrill of New Jersey also
wants him to step away. She
said, “The stakes are too high,
and the threat is too real to
remain silent.” She wants
President Biden to lead them

Those wanting him to step
down haven’t stepped up with a
strong candidate. Names men-
tioned include Gavin Newsom,
governor of California and
Gretchen Whitmer, governor
of Michigan. Reports say they
have zero interest in assuming
that role.

The wayward Democrats, in
my opinion, should be focus-
ing on his opponent, Donald
Trump. During the debate, the
former president told over 20
untruths. There has been little
mention of his ability to lie on
the spot.

Mr. Trump and the Republi-
cans have a plan that will dras-
tically cut social security and

ity benefits. He has already
stated he will help the richer
get richer and those on the
margins will suffer even more.

Have you read the Repub-
lican plan put forth by some
of them called Project 2025?
Read it and you will probably
go to the polls early so that you
can vote for President Biden.
If this plan gets traction, this
type of America will become
a living nightmare. Don’t get
put in a position where be-
cause you didn’t vote, you live
in regret.

As November draws closer,
let’s be clear about what is at
stake. Rights and privileges
that we currently have will be

jobs, and he is managing two
wars in Israel and Ukraine.

fact.
There are reports about Mr.

Democratic

lawmakers who
want President Biden to set

through the process of select-
ing another candidate.

increase the retirement age to
69 along with cutting disabil-

erased. Let’s get out to vote be-
cause our votes will matter.

Invitations matter

Let’s be sure not to overlook an invitation or an opportunity to extend one

By Christopher Young
Contributing Writer

Invitation. A noun.
The act of inviting. A
request for the presence
or participation of some-
one at a specified time
and place. Its synonyms
! include encouragement,
incentive, inducement and catalyst — so
says Merriam-Webster. The opposite,
or antonym in dictionary language — is
disincentive. Every so often, experienc-
es present themselves in our lives, that
cause us to truly reflect at a deeper level.

Maybe if we’re lucky or blessed, these
experiences can be life-altering, and
often these experiences are the result
of an invitation. Perhaps the invitation
was extended to you, then again, maybe
it was you who extended the invitation
to someone else. Not all invitations are
accepted.

Eight months after moving to Mis-
sissippi for retirement, I sent a letter to
then Speaker of the Mississippi House of
Representatives, Philip Gunn, sharing
about a recent visit to The Two Muse-
ums, with special emphasis on Missis-
sippi Civil Rights Museum, and add-
ing an invitation in the final paragraph:
“While I don’t possess your pedigree of
graduating from prestigious institutions,
and now rising to the Speakership, I will
nonetheless offer a suggestion. That is
that you, as Speaker, lead a day long
Legislative Retreat at The Two Muse-
ums. Yes, taxpayers would foot the bill,
yet you would be demonstrating your
belief that all Legislators (and maybe
their staffs as well) could better serve
ALL Mississippians through a day of
reflection and perhaps, education.” Care
to guess what his reply said? There was
no reply.

Another example: A few months lat-
er, | received an invitation from Jackie
Hampton, publisher of The Mississippi
Link newspaper. She asked if I had ever
been to Selma — to the historic Edmund
Pettus Bridge? I told her I had been there
a thousand times in my mind, but never
in person. She said, I’d like you to go
there for the upcoming Bloody Sunday
Anniversary and write an article about
your experience. | accepted her invita-
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tion. That article, published March 10,
2022, was my first for The Link. Saying
that the article required editing would
be an understatement. She took up
time with me. She encouraged me. She
mentored me. Her invitation became a
catalyst for change. I’ve never stopped
writing articles each week. My life has
a deeper purpose because an invitation
was provided, and I accepted the invita-
tion.

Another example: Recently I received
a call from Meredith Coleman MaGee.
Meredith is a community advocate, and
she stays very busy. She is an accom-
plished writer, author and entrepreneur.
She loves the arts in all its forms. She has
an affinity for children, their welfare, de-
velopment and success. She’s currently
hosting a summer camp focused on lit-
eracy, along with Vickie Jenkins, and
she invited me to come and speak to the
children about being a writer — 15 min-
utes she said. Upon arriving with a box
of Popsicles, copies of the latest issue of
The Mississippi Link newspaper, and a
new pack of 3x5 cards, I had the total joy
to meet and shake hands with Chris (9),
Christasia (7) and Amiracle (6) — broth-
ers and sisters from a much larger Jack-
son family.

We started with the basics, you know,
number of boys in the family, number of
girls in the family, name of school, fa-
vorite teachers, etc. Then we moved on
to writing, much emphasis of course on
stories, what their favorite stories are, a
story that they could tell or write down,
and then on to the newspaper. They

asked great questions as they turned the
pages on the tables in front of them. I no-
ticed little eyes kept darting to the pack
of index cards and eventually I asked the
children if they ever struggled to remem-
ber things. Their answers were amazing
and gave me the chance to introduce the
index cards after confiding that when I
was their age and even into high school,
I struggled with reading comprehension
and had to be tutored. One of the things
I learned was that keeping an index card
and pen in my pocket, I could write
down important things to reinforce my
memory. They were fascinated and all
three of these beautiful, smart, inquisi-
tive, polite, caring children started writ-
ing things down on their cards.

The handshakes I received upon entry
had changed to hugs upon my exit nearly
an hour later, and I received an envelope
of thanks (see photo above).

Driving home I reflected on the invita-
tion I received, the opportunity to meet
and share with these terrific children,
and then it hit me. These pure perfect
children only have so long to go before
they start to run into Mississippi’s spe-
cial brand of racism. The day will come
when it will be obvious to them that far
too many people don’t see them as won-
derful, intelligent, curious, thoughtful
and kind. Too many people will just see
them as black. This is the horrible un-
godly hell we live with, and only we can
change it.

I’ve long believed that God gives us
what we need to do what is needed —
yet here we are in 2024, still struggling,
still divided, still not even close to being
fully integrated. Not because we don’t
have the tools, but because far too many
of us don’t have a colorless heart — far
too many of us simply refuse to use the
tools.

“Love one another” has no caveat at-
tached, but far too many of us attach one
anyway. We all suffer as a result, includ-
ing innocent children.

What invitations could you or will you
extend today? What invitations will you
accept today? We have no idea what an
invitation could lead to, or how it could
potentially change our life and thereby
those around us, giving our lives mean-
ing or a deeper purpose.

How we must
overcome the
Trump Presidential
Campaign

By Dr. John Warren
Publisher, San Diego Voice & Viewpoint
Newspaper

election. The democratically controlled
Senate is within one or two votes of be-
coming Republican controlled. It was
a Republican controlled Senate that
twice failed to convict former President
Trump, even though he was impeached
on two separate occasions. It is both the
House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate that can reverse the arbitrary and
counter Constitutional Decisions of
the U. S. Supreme Court on issues like
presidential immunity while commit-
ing crimes in office, the overturning of
Roe vs. Wade, and the Chevron Deci-
sion impacting regulatory agencies
carrying out their legal responsibilities.

There are more of us in America
who believe in our democracy and the
rule of law than there are those who
would replace what we have with a
Project 2025 Authoritarian form of
government. The real issue is not the
age of President Joe Biden, with whom
we have the safeguard of the 25th
Amendment to the Constitution if he
should become disabled to serve. The
real issue is the damage that a Trump
presidency would do.

Race is at the core of both the Repub-
lican Project 2025 and the Democrats
seeking to replace Biden when he and
Harris are the duly elected standard
bearers for a democratic victory. Any
discussion of finding someone to re-
place Biden other than Vice President
Harris is racist and a violation of the
process laid out in the 25th Amend-
ment as mentioned above.

The time to register and prepare to
vote, wherever you live, is now. The
time to look at who is running for of-
fice in your city, state, or congressional
district of the Senate, is now. Your vote
counts as much as those that will be
cast at each convention and in Novem-
ber. If you don’t participate, then don’t
complain. A “non” vote is the same as
a vote for the Trump campaign. Where
do you stand?

The timing could not
be greater for the Re-
publican Party. Their
candidate survives a
head shot; the Florida
judge throws out the
Classified Documents
case on a procedural move and, with
the help of Clarence Thomas from
the Supreme Court, it looks like no
trial before the November election even
though sentencing on the 34 felony
convictions in New York might come
in September.

As if these things were not enough,
Democrats, with the aid of the media,
are making all discussions center on
replacing Joe Biden rather than ral-
lying to support him and keeping the
spotlight on the Project 2025 plan for
a Trump Presidency which looks more
likely everyday.

News Flash! The Trump Presiden-
tial Train can be stopped. How? Every
person in America who is of voting age
and able to register and vote, can help
stop the Trump Train.

The votes that we are able to cast
must be laser focused on getting demo-
crats and independents running for of-
fice, and also republicans elected to re-
place those who are a part of the Trump
movement.

We need a democratically elected
majority in the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives to ensure that the House has
a democratic majority. Such a majority
will ensure that the Speaker is demo-
cratic and therefore guarantee that the
Electoral College counting of the votes
for the presidency allows the transition
of power intended by the Constitution.
This is necessary even if Biden is re-
elected.

We must likewise look closely at one
third of the U.S. Senate which is up for

Let’s think about what we say and do

By Jannie Johnson

Caring n’ Sharing

Listen..., listen
do you hear what
I hear: there is no
place for violence
in America; it
| will not be toler-
=4 ated; it is not con-
doned and it is un-American? We
want peace; we need unity; we

{

must work together. Let’s stop
the violence.

True... there is no place for
violence in America. But...
violence isn’t taking a place in
America. Violence is filling an
empty space we made when we
chose to remove the source of
peace and unity from the public
square. Then we chose to make
laws to keep that space empty.

Remember? Now we are feel-
ing a need for peace, unity and a
spirit of co-operation. From what
source we’re to get these invis-
ible benefits? We need the Invis-
ible One, God, to fill that empty
space.

The assassination attempt
on Former President Donald J.
Trump on Saturday, July 13,
2024, is proof positive that the

security we have is in-sufficient.
Something is missing most defi-
nitely. A lone twenty year old
was able to penetrate all, a-I-I,
our sophisticated security and
heavy presence of the law en-
forcement. Need I say more?
“Violence is sick.” Yes, but
our sick conditions have caused
violence and causing the rise in
violence. My truth and your truth

won’t lead to peace. We need The
Truth, God’s truth; we must seek
it; respect and practice it.

In Jonathan Swift’s fable,
Gulliver’s Travels, he describes
the country of Houyhnhnms.
The horses are endowed with
reasons and virtue but not hu-
man.

The Houyhnhnms demon-
strate that human is not sufficient

for conduct of life. Man needs di-
vine intervention in his affairs.

Fellow Americans, our reali-
ties say we do need divine inter-
vention lest we destroy ourselves
in the name of progress, freedom
and our rights.

From my experience, I have
learned that when all is said and
done, usually more is said than
done.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed

pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.
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Free your mind
and your faith

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

You ei-
| ther live your
¥ dreams or you
| live your fears.
This statement
J ; from the in-
L "] troduction of
bestselling author Dr. Den-
nis Kimbro’s 2014 book The
Wealth Choice that made me
stop and think. Even though
his book is an excellent re-
source full of dynamic suc-
cess secrets of 1,000 Black
millionaires, I thought about
how the book’s strategies can
also apply to anyone’s life
whether you are a millionaire
or work at Walmart. For ex-
ample, the quote about living
your fear was a simple state-
ment but one that made me
take a step back and look at
my life.

I wondered how many
times I have lived my fear.
Like so many of you, I know
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P RESERVED

will follow

I can always rely on the truth
in the scriptures like 2 Tim-
othy 1:7 - “For God has not
given us a spirit of fear, but
of power and of love and of a
sound mind.” However, even
though we embrace the truth
of that and other scriptures,
we still find ourselves fear-
ful.

So how do you overcome
that kind of fear?

According to Dr. Kimbro
and The Wealth Choice, one
way to overcome fear about
your finances is to change
your mindset about money.
If you have a poor mentality,
you will be poor much like
Proverbs 23:7 says, “For as he
thinks in his heart, so is he.”

Having faith is a big part of
overcoming any fear, but you
have to change your thinking
first. I was talking to a friend
about that same thing a few
weeks ago. We were sharing
about life goals. Even though
we had very different goals,

there was a common factor:
once we’d made up our minds
to achieve our goals then it
was easier to achieve them.

For instance, for years I
struggled about going back
to school to work on another
degree. It took me nearly 4
years to decide to go back.
Why? There were friends,
co-workers and even my su-
pervisor who encouraged me
to go back to school.

I didn’t want to do it be-
cause [ couldn’t wrap my
mind around having to read
tons of books, do homework
again and pay tuition. Even
though I had moments where
I convinced myself that I
could do it, I would always
go back to the mindset where
I just couldn’t see myself go-
ing back to school.

However, one day I had one
of those “moments.” I asked
myself what was the real rea-
son why I didn’t want to go
back to school. It boiled down

to one thing: I was afraid.
Afraid that I would fail and
afraid that I would never be
able to overcome the fear of
failing.

Things really changed once
I changed my mind about the
fear of failure and decided
that I would rather live my
life knowing that I tried and
failed than not having tried
at all. In other words, once
I freed my mind, my faith
followed. And following my
faith took me on an amazing
journey where I took a few
detours but eventually made
it to my destination of com-
pleting my PhD.

Shewanda Riley is a Fort
Worth-based author of “Love
Hangover: Moving from Pain
to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to
the Beat of God’s Heart: A
Book of Prayers for Writers.”
Email her at preservedbypur-
pose@gmail.com or follow
her on Twitter @shewanda
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Cast off every
weight

By Pastor Simeon R. Green llI
Special to The Mississippi Link

Hebrews  12:1
states, “Wherefore
- Sceing we also are
> compassed about
with so great a
cloud of witness-
es, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which
doth so easily beset us, and let us
run with patience the race that is
set before us.”

You need to cast off anything
that is dragging you down spiri-
tually. If Jesus has shown you
that you need to get rid of some-
thing, I plead with you, do not
continue on the path that you are
traveling. Jesus has made a way
of escape, but woe to you if you
continue in your own way. Wow,
calamity, despair, and grief will
be your companions. It does not
have to be that way.

Backslider, you have been away
from the goodness of God for too
long. Nothing in sin can please
your soul like Jesus Christ. It is
time for you to come back home,
but woe to you if you continue to
g0 your own way.

What happens to individuals
when a spirit of self-righteous-
ness and self-confidence comes
over them? They believe they are
invincible and that the Lord will
excuse their actions. Friend, you
cannot do wrong and get by. The
Lord knows all about you.

In the Bible, you can read of an
individual who knew better than
to do what he did, and you can
also read of the penalty that he
suffered.

Daniel 5:1-6 reads: “Belshaz-
zar the king made a great feast
to a thousand of his lords, and
drank wine before the thousand.
Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the
wine, commanded to bring the
golden and silver vessels which
his father Nebuchadnezzar had
taken out of the temple which
was in Jerusalem; that the king,
and his princes, his wives, and his

concubines, might drink therein.
Then they brought the golden
vessels that were taken out of the
temple of the house of God which
was at Jerusalem; and the king,
and his princes, his wives, and his
concubines, drank in them. They
drank wine, and praised the gods
of gold, and of silver, of brass, of
iron, of wood, and of stone. In
the same hour came forth fingers
of a man’s hand, and wrote over
against the candlestick upon the
plaster of the wall of the king’s
palace: and the king saw the part
of the hand that wrote. Then the
king’s countenance was changed,
and his thoughts troubled him, so
that the joints of his loins were
loosed, and his knees smote one
against another.”

As you can see, nothing is writ-
ten about their praising God. Idol
worship will get you in trouble
every time. Today, people are
worshipping things that they
ought not to be worshipping. God
has a way to shut down the party
early.

Those individuals were making
a mockery of God and His ways
and the things of God. Friend,
you cannot make light of the truth
or make fun of God’s man or His
people without God taking notice
of your actions. No matter who
you are, if you make a mockery
of God’s precious Word, you are
walking on treacherous ground.

When God came on the scene,
King Belshazzar’s fun time was
over. The laughter stopped, and
the king’s countenance changed.
When God wants to get your at-
tention, your countenance will
change.

Friend, if God has shown you
a need in your heart you should
not wait until you are lying in a
hospital bed in serious condition
to try to get right with God; then
it might be too late.

Simeon R. Greem III, Rich-
mond First Church of God, 6517
Walmsley Blvd., Richmond, VA
23224.
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NASA program gives three

UM students opportunity
to design satellite

By Clara Turnage
Special to The Mississippi Link

Designing a satellite just
larger than a Rubik’s Cube may
seem daunting to some, but for
four Mississippi college stu-
dents, it’s just rocket science.

Three University of Missis-
sippi students and one from
Jackson State University are
spending their summer de-
signing a small satellite that is
composed of three 4-by-4-inch
units through NASA’s 2024
Mission Concept program,
sponsored by the University
Nanosatellite Program. The
program offers budding engi-
neers an opportunity to col-
laborate and solve real-world
problems.

“Here, we teach them on
paper, but they don’t build the
products,” said Mustafa Matal-
gah, professor of electrical and
computer engineering, who is
leading the Mississippi cohort.
“In this CubeSat, they’re going
to learn how to design, build
from A to Z, from scratch, a
product that’s working, that’s
going to be in space.”

The Ol Miss students are:

* Mohammed Alqodah, a
UM doctoral electrical engi-
neering student from Irbid,
Jordan

» Jesus Delgado, a UM senior
electrical engineering major
from Maracaibo, Venezuela

* Logan Stockham, a UM se-
nior electrical engineering ma-
jor from Knoxville, Tennessee.

Johnathan Johnson, a senior
computer science major student
at Jackson State University, is
the team’s other member.

The students spent one week
at the Kennedy Space Cen-
ter in Florida and will spend
seven weeks in Albuquerque,
New Mexico, where they will
design their satellites. The pro-
gram is a part of the long-term
CubeSat Launch Initiative, in
which NASA partners with ed-
ucational institutions to design,
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University of Mississippi students and a JSU student are spending the summer designing a satellite.

build and launch cost-effective
satellites.

The Mississippi cohort’s as-
signment is to create a satellite
that can communicate more
quickly than current models by
using a higher frequency.

“We are tackling some prob-
lems in satellite communica-
tions, especially in the Ka-
band spectrum,” Alqodah said.
The Ka-band is a portion of the
electromagnetic spectrum used
for satellite communications.

“We’ll use machine learning
and some communication tech-
niques to enhance the system
performance and to increase
the overall speed rate of the
satellite communication.”

Alqodah said the team will

also have to consider factors
such as weather patterns in
their calculations, all while
keeping their design inside the
cube.

The final product will be

a small, low-orbit satellite
that can transmit information
quickly.

“We are just in the begin-
ning,” Matalgah said. “This is
going to be a great learning ex-
perience for our students.”

He also said, “These smaller
satellites provide low-cost ac-
cess to space for educational in-
stitutions and can be launched
from ground as secondary pay-
loads on a launch vehicle, as
opposed to larger satellites that
must be ferried by a rocket into

orbit. The smaller satellites
also cause less orbital debris
and are easier to replace.”

At the end of the summer,
each team will have their de-
sign on paper and ready for pro-
duction. Following the summer
sessions, NASA and UNP will
call for proposals again for the
second phase of the program.

If chosen, the students will
begin bringing their designs
to life. In the third phase, they
will launch their satellites.

“So, for the whole process
from scratch to launching the
satellite, you need about four,
six years,” Matalgah said. “But
by the end, the ultimate goal is
that Ole Miss will launch its
own satellite.”

Jackson Public
Schools announces
historic pay increase
for teachers and staff

Mississippi Link Newswire

The Jackson Public Schools
Board of Trustees has ap-
proved a significant increase in
the local supplement added to
the State of Mississippi’s mini-
mum pay for school teachers,
alongside a notable pay raise
for hourly-paid staff. This deci-
sion reflects the district’s com-
mitment to investing in its hu-
man capital and enhancing the
quality of education.

For the 2024-2025 school
year, teachers and other certi-
fied staff on the teacher salary
schedule will see an increase
in their local supplement. The
impact will vary based on in-
dividual experience and certifi-
cation levels.

The new supplement mini-
mums are as follows:

* Teachers with 0-20 years of
service: $5,000

 Teachers with 21-30 years
of service: $5,250

* Teachers with over 31 years
of service: $5,500

This adjustment represents
the largest increase in Jackson
Public Schools’ local supple-
ment history. The local supple-
ment is added to the state-man-
dated minimum salary, with
each district establishing and
maintaining its own rates. This
increase has been made pos-
sible by the $18 million in ad-
ditional revenues from the state
legislature’s new funding for-
mula, as well as savings from

the District’s Optimization for
Equity Plan.

“I’'m very excited to provide
such significant salary increas-
es for JPS team members,” said
Superintendent Dr. Errick L.
Greene. “As we continue to
strive for excellence in educa-
tion, and to hold ourselves to
even higher standards of ser-
vice and outcomes for scholars,
it is imperative that we pay our
people competitive wages. We
must treat them with respect,
and one of the clearest demon-
strations of that respect is in the
way that we compensate them.”

“We are grateful to the Leg-
islature for recognizing the
need to increase school fund-
ing,” said Earl Burke, JPS chief
operations officer. “These ad-
ditional dollars will directly en-
hance the quality of instruction
and service in our District.”

The increased local supple-
ment positions JPS teachers as
the highest-paid in the Jackson
metropolitan area. Addition-
ally, the JPS Board has ap-
proved increased hourly wages
for classified staff, with a mini-
mum raise of $2.00 per hour
and skilled laborers or licensed
positions receiving up to $7.00
per hour more.

Jackson Public Schools re-
mains committed to attract-
ing and retaining high-quality
educators and support staff, en-
suring the best possible educa-
tional outcomes for its scholars.

Green Elementary acquires
MAC Artist in Residence

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Students at Green Elementary participated
in an Artist in Residence Project made pos-
sible through a grant by the Mississippi Arts
Commission. Local artist and illustrator
Chuck Galey served as the Artist in Residence
at Green. He provided a two-week arts resi-
dency that included 50-minute arts integrated
lessons for scholars in grades K-5, exposing
them to the artistic process and providing
them with real-world visual arts experiences
to strengthen their knowledge of the art form.

dren’s literature. He has presented workshops
in classrooms and libraries all over the south-
east.

Mississippi Whole Schools, a program of
the Mississippi Arts Commission, is Mis-
sissippi’s first comprehensive statewide arts
education program, which uses the arts as a
vehicle for promoting high-quality instruc-
tion and learning for scholars in all core con-
tent areas.

Fifth-grade teacher Chesmond Jordan
served as on-site project facilitator.

The students at Green developed their artis-
tic skills through a hands-on project creating
a mosaic art piece. Through the experience,
students also developed a greater apprecia-
tion for artists and the work that they can do
as authorf/illustrators of children’s literature.
Additionally, teachers learned best practices
and strategies to incorporate visual arts in
classroom instruction.

Galey’s interactive programs keep students
and teachers captivated through his unique
qualifications as an author/illustrator of chil-

Children’s book authorlillustrator Chuck Galey leading a lesson for
students at Green Elementary.
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By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

Oh, those teeth!

Your finger practically bleeds
just looking at them: three rows
of perfect, razor-sharp white tri-
angles that you know are gonna
hurt. They’re inside a mouth
made for swallowing you whole,
that’s obvious, but when you
think about it — are sharks really
as bad as they seem? As you’ll
see in the new book “Sharks
Don’t Sink” by Jasmin Graham,
maybe dentism isn’t the problem.
[n studying them, maybe racism
iS.

R HARKSIDON'T SINK
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Jasmin
Graham

Growing up near the ocean by
Myrtle Beach, Jasmin Graham
fell in love with the water early in
her life. She fell in love with the
creatures there when she was ten,
with her father, fishing — some-
thing her forebears had done on
local piers for decades.

She knew then that she wanted
to be a “shark scientist.” She was
eighteen when she first held a
live shark, and that cemented her
dream.

Not long afterward, though,
Graham felt like she “had burned
out completely.” She’d been try-
ing to make it in “a toxic, white,

JULY 18

male-dominated... environment
laced with... casual and overt
sexism and racism...” and it was
harming her well-being. She was
about to quit when she found
a few other Black women who
were shark scientists, too, and
who were going through the same
thing. Graham received instant
support and it was life-changing.

Two weeks later, the new
friends had decided to mobilize.
They met a Miami investor who
lent resources and who helped
them found Minorities in Shark
Science (MISS), an organization
that gives BIPOC young women

- 24,2024
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an introduction to shark science.
By then, Graham had decided to
become a “rogue scientist” — one
without academic backing, but
whose research on sharks is es-
sential in the field.

Sharks, says Graham, are not
always the fearsome -creatures
that Hollywood wants us to be-
lieve. Yes, some sharks attack hu-
mans, but others are “kinda silly”
sometimes, and some are “cutie-
pies.” And there’s still a lot we
don’t know about them.

Says Graham, “So many ques-
tions. But that’s where science
begins: with questions.”
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Alright, here it is: the STEM
book you can share with your
young adult, a book that’s not
stuffy or academic but that’ll
teach you something truly inter-
esting. Here: all the things you
wanted to know about all kinds
of sharks, in plain words that are
friendly, thorough, smart, awed
and easy-to-understand. Right
here.

And if the shark science
doesn’t fascinate you enough, au-
thor Jasmin Graham uses “‘Sharks
Don’t Sink” to draw analogies
between freedom and bias and
between shark lives and Black
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lives. That’s done in the sweetest
of ways, through Graham’s own
story and that of her ancestors
who steadfastly, fiercely stood
up to racism and big business
through the years.

We also meet Graham’s father,
an easy-going man who makes
you want to sit on a quiet front
porch with some sweet tea and a
church fan. Ahhhhh.

Find this book for yourself,
loan it to your 14-to-18-year-old,
and be sure to ask for it back.
“Sharks Don’t Sink™ is the kind
of book you’ll want to bite into
twice.

ZACK WALLACE
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From Biles to Sha’Carri, Team
USA packed with star power

heading into Olympic Games

By Pat Graham AP
Sports Writer

From Simone Biles to
Sha’Carri Richardson and Diana
Taurasi to Katie Ledecky, Team
USA will provide some of the
biggest star power at the 2024
Olympic Games.

And it will be the women lead-
ing the way as the U.S. looks to
top the overall medal table for
the eighth consecutive Summer
Games.

The nearly 600 athletes going
to the Paris Olympics include
more than 250 returning Olympi-
ans and 122 Olympic medalists.
Golfers Xander Schauffele and
Nelly Korda, along with surfer
Carissa Moore, are among the
numerous Olympians set to de-
fend their titles in France.

It’s a loaded U.S. roster where
the women outnumber the men
314 to 278 — at last count — and
ages range from 16 to 59. The
most decorated member of Team
USA in Paris will be Ledecky,
who’s trying to add to her collec-
tion of 10 medals (seven golds).

Comebacks and redemption

Biles is back in action after
pulling out of multiple gymnas-
tics finals in Tokyo to protect her
mental health and safety. There’s
Richardson making her Olympic
debut after a much-debated ab-
sence three years ago because of
a positive marijuana test.

The 27-year-old Biles leads a
U.S. women’s gymnastics team
filled with familiar faces and

’

Simone Biles and the U.S. women celebrate as the 2024 team is named at the United States Gymnastics Olym-
pic Trials on Sunday, June 30, 2024, in Minneapolis. AP Photo/Abbie Parr, File

looking for redemption in Paris.
The team settled for silver three
years ago behind the Russian
athletes competing as the Rus-
sian Olympic Committee.
Richardson has become a
media sensation for her speed,
charisma and perseverance.
The 100-meter world champion
earned a spot for Tokyo in 2021
but was banned following her
positive test for marijuana. It
sparked an intense debate about
whether she was being unfairly
singled out for taking a sub-

stance that doesn’t improve per-
formance.

The 24-year-old Richardson,
who graces the cover of Vogue
magazine, said she was “over-
whelmed with the emotions of
just joy” after making the team.

Star power on the court

On the court, hoops royalty
LeBron James and Taurasi lead
their teams. And it’s no surprise
that the men’s and women’s bas-
ketball squads brimming with
talent are heavy favorites to bring
home the gold.

James, Joel Embiid, Kevin
Durant and Steph Curry join
forces to lead a U.S. contingent
going for a fifth straight Olym-
pic title. A’ja Wilson, Brittney
Griner and Taurasi headline a
women’s squad that has won
seven consecutive Olympic gold
medals. Taurasi has been a part
of five of them.

Who else is on the Team USA
roster?

Decorated swimmers Ledecky
and Caeleb Dressel are on deck
to shine again in the pool, and

majors winners and world No.
1 golfers Scottie Scheffler and
Korda take to the links.

“We’re telling these stories
— we’re laughing, we’re crying,
we’re cheering them on,” said
Lyndsay Signor, senior vice pres-
ident of consumer engagement at
NBC Sports. “So that really war-
rants both the combination of the
athletes themselves and the ce-
lebrities we’ve partnered with.”

NBC has been airing promo-
tional Olympic material around
the clock. There’s Biles being in-
terviewed by singer SZA. Other
athletes featured in spots include
Richardson, sprinter Noah Lyles,
400-meter hurdles world-record
holder Sydney McLaughlin-
Levrone, Ledecky and reigning
Olympic all-around gymnastics
winner Suni Lee.

The U.S. women’s soccer team,
led by new coach Emma Hayes,
chases after its first Olympic gold
since 2012 and Victor Montalvo
— “B-Boy Victor” — will be a
contender when breaking makes
its Olympic debut in Paris. Coco
Gauff is among the favorites to
bring home a medal on the clay
courts at Roland Garros, the site
of the French Open.

Medal forecast

That abundance of star power
is why Nielsen’s Gracenote fore-
casts the U.S. hauling in 123
medals. That’s ahead of China
(87), Britain (62) and France
(56). This could be the eighth
straight Summer Games where

the Americans have topped the
medal table.

“If American athletes win,
that drives ratings and endorse-
ments, and makes it attractive for
American corporations to invest
in the Olympic movement,” said
Dr. Yoav Dubinsky, an instruc-
tor of sports business from the
Lundquist College of Business
at the University of Oregon. “All
part of the story of American
lifestyle. Their successes, and at
times failures or adversities, con-
tribute to Brand America.”

Olympic entertainers

NBC brought in Academy
Award-winning director Steven
Spielberg to narrate a short film
titled, “Land of Stories,” where
the Olympics set a scene to tell
tales.

Even more stars will partici-
pate in the network’s coverage
as celebrities Snoop Dogg, Kelly
Clarkson, Peyton Manning, Co-
lin Jost, Leslie Jones and Jimmy
Fallon make appearances.

Snoop already is trotting out
his tracksuits to get in some
work. The 52-year-old hip-hop
star ran a 200-meter race against
Ato Boldon and Wallace Spear-
mon at the Olympic track trials in
Eugene, Oregon, last month.

His time was 34.44 seconds.
Usain Bolt’s world record of
19.19 remains safe.

“(Snoop) has really brought a
perspective that’s not only fun
and interesting,” Signor said,
“it’s lovable as well.”

Building Community: Nissan Foundation
awards $1.2 million in grants to 44 nonprofits
celebrating the value of our differences

Special to The Mississippi Link

The Nissan Foundation is
awarding $1.2 million in grants
to 44 nonprofits promoting cul-
tural understanding that leads to
acceptance and appreciation of
our differences. This is the most
the Foundation has awarded in a
single grant cycle. Grant recipi-
ents are based in communities
surrounding Nissan facilities
in Southern California, Middle
Tennessee, Central Missis-
sippi, Dallas/Ft. Worth, South-
east Michigan, New York City,
North Central New Jersey, and
Atlanta.

The Nissan Foundation has
awarded approximately $17 mil-
lion to more than 150 nonprofits
since its founding in 1992. The
Nissan Foundation was created
as a direct response to the civil
unrest that followed the Rodney
King trial verdict. At that time,
Nissan’s then U.S. sales head-
quarters was based just blocks
from the riot’s epicenter.

“In the 32 years since the Nis-
san Foundation was created, it
has helped organizations — big
and small — develop and grow
programming designed to in-
crease understanding and ac-
ceptance of what makes us dif-
ferent,” says Chandra Vasser,
President of the Nissan Foun-
dation and Nissan’s first Chief
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Officer. “It’s an honor to uplift
the important work of our grant-
ees who are bettering our world
by providing safe spaces to ex-
plore our similarities while cel-

For 32 years, the Nissan Foundation has supported
organizations that promote cultural diversity.
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statlons, Ibraries, and othar nenprofits,
promoting the cenefits that diversity
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Southern California, Middle Tennasses,

Central Mississippi, Dallas/Ft. Worth,
Southeast Michigan, New Yerk City,
Morth Central Now Jersoy, and Atlanta,

Learn more at www.NissanFoundation.com

ebrating our differences.”

The 2024 grantees include
mobile education programs, mu-
seums, history centers, libraries,
and other nonprofits promoting
the many benefits that diversity
brings to society. Each funded
program aligns with the Nissan
Foundation’s mission of build-
ing community by valuing cul-
tural diversity.

“I am thrilled that we’re able
to further the innovative pro-
gramming of 44 grantees this
year,” said Ali Tonn, Nissan
Foundation executive director.

“These organizations are con-
tinually coming up with ways to
reach new audiences and share
the benefits of living and work-
ing together in a diverse soci-
ety.”

Among this year’s grantees is
New York-based One to World.
The Nissan Foundation sup-
ports the organization’s global
classroom program whereby
international  students enter
the classrooms of elementary,
middle and high school students
across New York, New Jersey,
Connecticut, and Pennsylvania
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The Nissan Ft
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to share about their home coun-
try and culture. It’s a connection
that yields mutual benefits.

Another 2024 grantee is
Nashville’s Global Education
Center whose Passports to Un-
derstanding school outreach
program exposes youth to vari-
ous cultural, ethnic and reli-
gious groups through concerts,
museum presentations and per-
formances. The program is de-
signed to promote cross-cultural
understanding and respect.

A third grantee is the Dallas
Holocaust and Human Rights

Museum. Its Upstander Speaker
Series showcases individuals
and organizations that stand up
for human rights on a local, na-
tional or global level.

Amongst many other grantees
throughout the country, Missis-
sippi Foundation for Mississippi
History, “Two Mississippi Mu-
seums School Visits Programs”
is the recipient of ($50,000)
and GRAMMY Museum Mis-
sissippi, “Soul of the Movement
Education Program” is also the
recipient of ($50,000)

How to apply for a 2025

grant

The 2025 Nissan Foundation
grant cycle will begin in Oc-
tober. Nonprofit organizations
working to bring diverse cultur-
al perspectives, experiences and
voices to communities across
the country may be eligible to
apply for a Nissan Foundation
grant. These organizations must
be based in one of the areas
where Nissan has a significant
operational presence: Atlanta,
Central Mississippi, Dallas/Ft.
Worth, Middle Tennessee, New
York City, North Central New
Jersey, Southeast Michigan and
Southern California. Those ap-
plicants based in a Nissan af-
filiate market who can demon-
strate that their programming
increases understanding and
acceptance of society’s myriad
cultural differences are invited
to submit a Letter of Intent. Nis-
san will begin accepting those
letters on October 1, 2024.

All Letters of Intent must be
received by 5 p.m. EST/4 p.m.
CST on November 4, 2024.
The Nissan Foundation will an-
nounce 2025 grantees in July
2025.

For more information about
the Nissan Foundation and its
application process, visit the
Nissan Foundation page. For
more information about prod-
ucts, services and commitment
to sustainable mobility, visit nis-
sanusa.com. You can also follow
them on Facebook, Instagram,
Twitter and LinkedIn and see all
their latest videos on YouTube.
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Hinds County School District Weekly Update

ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

Hinds County School District Partner BankPlus Bank awarded four $750 scholarships to students
who met the requirements of Mississippi Scholars Criteria or Mississippi Scholars Tech Master
Criteria. These scholarships were awarded by BankPlus President David Johnson at the monthly
School Board meeting. Parents and family were in attendance to celebrate this wonderful

Hinds County School District Partner Community Bank awarded four $700 scholarships.
Congratulations on being one step closer to reaching your dreams. The 2023-2024 Community
Bank Stepping Stone Scholarship recipients are: Kimberly Robinson — Terry High School; Reneisha
Durham — Terry High School; Triniti Crowley — Terry High School; Kimberly Robinson — Raymond
High School. Hynethia Richard, from Community Bank, awarded two of the scholarships at the
monthly School Board meeting.

achievement.

The following students received the scholarships:

Aniyah Lewis — Terry High School; Lauren Williams — Terry High School; Destiny Paige —
Raymond High School and Trinity Hunter — Raymond High School.
We congratulate them and wish them great success in their future endeavors.

1|9
2k

Hinds County School District Partner Jackson Area Federal Credit Union awarded two $500
scholarships. Congratulations to Ariel Veazy — Terry High School and Kennedy Dyer Jones —
Raymond High School. Vice President Wayne Cameron presented these scholarships award
at the monthly School Board meeting.
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