
MEDGAR WI-
LEY EVERS, a 
Native Son, mar-
tyred June 12, 
1963, gave rise to 
the phrase: “After 

Medgar, no more fear!”
The river ran deep in Medgar’s 

DNA, and he absorbed into his 
own being his people’s living and 
suffering. He was appalled by the 
poverty, the destitution surround-
ing the African-American popu-
lation in rural Mississippi. 

Born in Decatur, Mississip-
pi, in 1925 to James and Jessie 
Evers, when he was 12 years old, 
a family friend was lynched and 
his bloody clothes left hanging on 
a fence as a sign of intimidation. 
(Medgar Evers College/CUNY 
archives 1970)

He joined the army at age 17 
and was sent to the European 
battlefi elds of World War II. In 
Europe, he experienced the same 
racism with segregated fi eld bat-
talions, just as he’d left in Missis-
sippi.

After three years of “distin-
guished military service,” he was 
honorably discharged and went 
back to complete his high school 
education. Afterwards he enrolled 
at Alcorn College (University), 
majoring in business administra-
tion. 

He met his life partner Myrlie 
Beasley at Alcorn; they married 
Dec. 24, 1951. Soon they moved 
to Mound Bayou, Mississippi – a 
town with the distinction of trac-
ing its origin to freed African 
Americans coming out of Davis 
Bend, Mississippi. 

The area Davis Bend was 
started by planter Joseph E. Da-
vis in 1820 – the elder brother of 
confederate president Jefferson 
Davis. 

The all-black town, Mound 
Bayou in the Yazoo Delta of 
Northwest Mississippi, was es-
tablished in 1887. There were 12 
pioneers who survived falling ag-
riculture prices, natural disasters 
along with hostile race relations. 
Yet it was a township “promised 
to African Americans” where the 
residents showed a love for self-
help, race pride, looking for eco-
nomic opportunities and social 
justice. 

Think of this environment 
feeding into the soul of Medgar. 
It was a “self-segregated commu-
nity designed for blacks to have 
minimum contact with whites un-
til integration was a viable option 
to black freedom.” (https://www.
blackpast.org/african-american-
history/mound-bayou-1887/)

Experiencing this life fed Ed-

gar’s discontent which drove him 
to join the NAACP. While Med-
gar accomplished much, his true 
measure is only seen by tallying 
up the years of “overcoming” and 
preparation to see his full great-
ness.

In 2013, the Mississippi State 
Conference of the NAACP pre-
sented “The Life and Legacy 
of Medgar Evers.” This was the 
50-year commemoration of the 
assassination of the “most noted 
Civil Rights Leader.”

The fate that sealed him in 
our memories occurred June 
12, 1963, shortly after midnight 
when he pulled into his driveway 
in Jackson, stepped out of his 
Oldsmobile carrying a package of 
shirts that read “Jim Crow Must 
Go.”

A sniper’s bullet hit Medgar 
in the back, the only way a cow-
ard would shoot a great man. His 
wife Myrlie rushed out of their 
house to fi nd her husband bleed-
ing in the driveway. He was taken 
to University Hospital’s emergen-
cy room where he died within the 
hour. He was 37 years old.

Medgar had lived the experi-
ences of several lifetimes and 
accomplished great feats in cour-
age. He knew and lived with dan-
ger; he knew what he was facing. 
He knew people like the sniper 
who fi red that single shot from a 
high-powered rifl e that kept him 
“forever young.”

Perhaps the great injury was 
that it took 30 more years – al-
most the stretch equal to Med-
gar’s lifetime – to bring the Ku 
Klux Klan member to justice. 
Remember, there is no statue of 
limitation on murder.

As the fi eld secretary for the 
NAACP in the most racist deadly 
states in the Union – Ground Zero 
Mississippi – Medgar led boy-
cotts on white-owned businesses 
that refused service to Black cus-
tomers. Messing with people’s 
money is always dangerous.

According to the Medgar 
Evers College (CUNY) archive, 
Medgar’s “organizational skills 
allowed him to bring together 
isolated groups of disillusioned 
individuals and meld them into a 
unifi ed force.”

He held voter registration 
drives for the state’s black resi-
dents – knowing that others had 
been murdered for pushing for 
equal rights of African Ameri-
cans. In the Medgar Evers Col-
lege archives (City University of 
New York 1970), it is written:

He knew you could be killed 
in Mississippi simply for “being 
black” (eg Emmett Till), yet he 
took on the task and fi lled the role 
to represent his people. Myrlie 
said that Medgar was “constant-
ly aware that he could be killed 
at any time.” Earlier in the year 
1963, the Evers home was fi re-
bombed. Yet, he continued on the 
task.

He was in the struggle to over-
turn segregation of public spac-
es – no more WHITES ONLY 
anything. He was a magnet for 
hostile attention from White su-
premacists, according to Myrlie 
moving him up to No. 1 on the 
“Mississippi to-kill list.”

But Medgar openly talked 

The New 
York Fraud 
case fi ned $355 
million plus in-
terest. Guilty.

Defamation 
and Sexual Assault. Guilty. 
Now, the Hush Money Trial, 
34 counts, Guilty.

There are at least 3 more 
cases to go and he says he is 
innocent. He has even con-
vinced many of his support-
ers that this is all political. 
Many of his supporters know 
he is lying but they still sup-
port him this man who shows 
over and over again his pro-
pensity to commit crimes.

As the old song goes, 
“What Kind of Fool Do You 
Think I Am? 

Let’s quickly examine the 
sycophants and supporters 
who help to perpetuate this 
dangerous criminal’s suc-
cess in his politics. So, as 
human beings perceive re-
ality, we receive raw data, 
and use cues presented of 
how to interpret the data.  
We fi lter these cues through 
our values, beliefs, attitudes, 
paradigms, language, phi-
losophies, that we get from 
family, education, religion, 
peers, environments, age, 
talent, birth order, geogra-
phy and so on…Then we 
make assumptions based on 
this fi ltering process, result-
ing in behavior or how we 
respond to the data. 

So, many of us do not have 
the exact same experiences 
and education so the fi lter-
ing is different. Simply put, a 
left-handed person will see a 
baseball fl ying toward home 
plate differently than a right-
handed person. Then they re-
act to the pitch. Got it? 

Now, Criminal thinking 
styles are used in the crimi-
nal justice system to help ad-
dress how to help a criminal 
change behavior. To know 
what to change you must 
fi rst work to understand the 
thinking.

A scale adapted from the 
Psychological Inventory of 
Criminal Thinking Styles, 
developed by Glenn Walters; 
Walters (2013), is a stan-
dard in understanding the 
thought processes and crimi-

nal thinking errors.  Exam-
ine this sample of the scale 
which relates to criminal 
thinking:

• May have a simplistic 
world view (strong or weak) 

• They try to control their 
surroundings by dominat-
ing activities and people, to 
counteract their feelings of 
impotence or powerlessness.

• Motivated by immediate 
gratifi cation and interper-
sonal control 

• External control – (pow-
er) 

• Internal control (self-dis-
cipline); they put themselves 
in an “up” position and feel 
better about themselves 
by putting another person 
down.

• When people get away 
with most of their crimes 
they can engage in a crimi-
nal lifestyle for months, 
sometimes years, before ex-
periencing the negative con-
sequences of their lifestyle.

• An attitude of invulnera-
bility develops due to escap-
ing the physical, psychologi-
cal, and legal consequences 
of habitual criminality.

• They convince them-
selves that they will escape 
consequences.

• However, this only makes 
their eventual fall that much 
more dramatic.

• They distort their think-
ing to deny behavior is self-
destructive and/or harmful.

• Rather than making ex-
cuses because of perceived 
injustices (mollifi cation), in-
stead sentimentality involves 
justifying their actions by 
emphasizing the positive 
things they have done.

When these elements of 
behavior are applied to Don-
ald J. Trump and his fol-
lowers, understanding the 
behavior, the comradery be-
hind criminal behavior is ex-
plained. While there are still 
more court dates for Trump, 
the Republicans have disre-
garded years of the law and 
order foundation they have 
stood on.

They now are attacking the 
very law and order they say 
they stand for but you have 
to still ask, “What Kind Of 
Fool Do You Think I Am?”
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You are 
guilty, 

regardless 
of what 

you think

“After Medgar, 
no more fear!”

A Mississippi-produced great organizer, the state’s fi rst NAACP fi eld secretary
By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Special to The Mississippi Link 

By Emmitt Hayes, Jr.
Guest Writer
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 HOPE (Hope Credit Union, 
Hope Enterprise Corporation and 
Hope Policy Institute), one of the 
nation’s leading community de-
velopment fi nancial institutions, 
announces the appointments of 
Chloe Dotson as Chief Program 
Offi cer and Gopal Narasimhan as 
Chief Digital & Technology offi -
cer.

As Chief Program Offi cer, 
Chloe Dotson leads HOPE’s Com-
munity and Economic Develop-
ment (CED) team, which focuses 
on strengthening community 
infrastructure that increases eco-
nomic mobility, affordable hous-
ing, healthcare and education. The 
CED team places a priority on 
collaborating with anchor institu-
tions in under-resourced commu-
nities such as local municipali-
ties, nonprofi t organizations and 
Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities.

Dotson has had both domestic 
and international work experi-
ence. In her previous role as the 
Director of Planning and Devel-
opment for the city of Jackson, 
MS, Dotson led and managed a 
150-person planning and devel-
opment team to implement and 
update the city’s comprehensive 
plan. She also served as the Direc-
tor of Real Estate Development 
for Come Dream Come Build 
(CDCB) in Brownsville, TX 
where she advanced affordable 
housing opportunities in commu-
nities along the U.S. and Mexico 
border.

“I have admired HOPE’s work 
for quite some time,” said Dotson. 
“I share the organization’s com-
mitment to expanding economic 
opportunity throughout the Deep 
South and look forward to con-
tributing to this critically impor-
tant work.”

Gopal Narasimhan will lead 
HOPE’s Data & Analytics, Infor-
mation Technology and Strategic 
Technology teams. He comes to 
HOPE following a distinguished 
career of nearly two decades at 
FedEx where he held multiple 
roles within revenue manage-
ment, marketing, product and 
data. Most recently, he served as 
Vice President, Product at FedEx 
Dataworks, where he created new 
revenue streams and transformed 
internal functions through inno-
vative digital solutions. Over his 
tenure, Gopal’s leadership across 
industry verticals, sensor based 
logistics, FedEx logistics and 
emerging markets have been key 
success factors in driving signifi -
cant business growth for FedEx 
globally. Prior to his tenure at Fe-
dEx, he worked as an IT consul-

tant and architect in the US, Ger-
many and Singapore.

“In today’s world, data and 
digital have the ability to change 
the trajectory of people’s lives” 
said Narasimhan. “The ability to 
leverage technology with HOPE, 
to change outcomes in local com-
munities is a once in a lifetime op-
portunity.” 

The executives bring vital ca-
pacity to HOPE’s executive lead-
ership team that fortify the orga-
nization for continued growth and 
impact.

“Opportunities to drive invest-
ment, and advance strategies that 
improve lives, strengthen infra-
structure, and advance climate 
resiliency in historically under 
resourced communities have 
never been greater,” said HOPE 
CEO Bill Bynum. “Chloe Dotson 
and Gopal Narasimhan bring to 
HOPE vital expertise and experi-
ence as we seize this moment by 
empowering thousands of fami-
lies to reach their potential, and 
accelerating progress toward a 
Deep South economy that works 
for everyone.”

This year, more than 500 peo-
ple dressed in red will attend 
the Metro Jackson’s 20th an-
nual Go Red for Women Health 
and Wellness Expo/Luncheon 
to honor survivors, celebrate 
advancements in heart health 
and chart a new course toward 
a world free of cardiovascular 
disease, which claims the lives 
of 1 in 3 women.  

The event will be held at the 
Jackson Convention Center 
Friday, June 7, from 10:30 a.m.-
1:00 p.m. and features a Health 
& Wellness Expo followed by a 
Heart Healthy Lunch, Woman 
of Impact Recognition, Open 
Your Heart Presentation, and 
Survivor Fashion Show.

One hundred years after its 
founding, the American Heart 
Association, devoted to a world 
of longer, healthier lives for all, 
looks to its premier women’s 
movement, Go Red for Wom-
en®, to help usher in a second 
century of pioneering progress 
towards health equity for wom-
en. 

“I chose to support this cam-
paign to celebrate the progress 
we’ve made over the last 20 
years, but more importantly, to 
inspire the Metro Jackson com-
munity to demand more,” said 
Debra McGee, Metro Jackson 
Go Red for Women chair and 
Senior Vice President and Di-
rector of Minority Business De-
velopment at BankPlus.

“But we can’t do it alone,” she 
continued. “It’s time to make 

bold moves and support inno-
vative solutions for women’s 
cardiovascular health. Go Red 
for your mother, your daughter, 
your friends and yourself. Be-
cause when we come together, 
we can motivate, educate, sup-
port and help save each other.” 

Since 2004, the Go Red for 
Women movement has ad-
dressed the awareness and 
clinical care gaps of CVD (car-
diovascular disease) for women. 
As the movement celebrates 20 
years of making an impact, the 
association calls on all women 
to take charge of their health 
and make a lasting impact on 
the health and well-being of 
their community. 

“Whether it’s learning CPR 
(cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tion), joining Research Goes 
Red, knowing your own risk 
factors, having an honest con-
versation with your doctor, or 
empowering another woman to 
prioritize her own health and 
well-being, there are so many 
ways to create a legacy of health 

in our families and our commu-
nity,” said Jennifer Hopping, 
executive director, American 
Heart Association. 

“Go Red for Women is here 
for women’s health and well-
being at every age, stage and 
season of their lives,” she con-
tinued. “And by coming togeth-
er and supporting the women in 
our community, we can make a 
lasting impact.”

As women grow and change 
so does their risk for cardiovas-
cular disease. CVD is the lead-
ing cause of death in women, 
claiming more lives than all 
cancers combined. Nearly 45% 
of women over age 20 are liv-
ing with some form of CVD. 
In fact, it’s the leading cause of 
maternal death in the U.S., or 
more simply put, heart disease 
is the No. 1 killer of new moms 
and pregnancy-related deaths 
are on the rise.

Yet, younger generations of 
women, Gen Z and Millenni-
als, are less likely to be aware 
of their greatest health threat, 
including knowing the warn-
ing signs of heart attacks and 
strokes. That’s why it’s im-
portant for all women to take 
charge of their heart health 
and encourage others to do the 
same. 

Go Red for Women is nation-
ally sponsored by CVS Health. 

For more information or to 
purchase a ticket, contact Kath-
erine Byrd, Go Red director at 
katherine.byrd@heart.org or 
visit heart.org.JXNGoRed. 
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HOPE expands executive leadership team  
Positioning for growth, HOPE adds Chief Program 

Offi cer and Chief Digital & Technology Offi cer

Metro Jackson unites to help eliminate 
heart disease and stroke in women

Dotson Narasimhan Debra McGee, Senior VP 
BankPlus

Mississippi Link Newswire
The American Heart Association
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about why he lived in Mississippi, writing a maga-
zine article to that effect in 1958. He said, “It may 
sound funny, but I love the South. I don’t choose to 
live anywhere else. There is room here for my chil-
dren to play and grow and become good citizens – if 
the white man will let them.” (NPR June 12, 2023)

The NPR tribute explained that Medgar applied to 
law school at the all-white University of Mississippi 
(Ole Miss) and was denied. 

The year before his death, Medgar was instrumen-
tal in getting accepted into Ole Miss, James Meredith, 
who applied in October 1962 and had to be “guarded 
24 hours a day by U.S. deputy marshals and army 
troops. Still a riot of angry white men broke out with 
two people being killed.”

Medgar was remembered in the words of Bob 
Dylan in tribute at the Newport Folk Festival in 1963, 
“Only a Pawn in Their Game.” Dylan later performed 
the song at the 1963 March on Washington led by Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

Dylan’s point was “the sniper” was the “pawn;” 
there were many other guilty hands. His song pointed 
to and indicted the guilty “system.” The sniper was 
white supremacist Byron de la Beckwith, whose fin-
gerprints were found on a gun at the murder scene. 

De la Beckwith was tried by all-white juries twice 
in the mid-1960s, and both times jurors failed to 
convict him. “On Feb. 5, 1994, a racially mixed jury 
found him guilty of the murder of Medgar and sen-
tenced him to life imprisonment where he died of 
heart failure in 2001.

A decade+1 years later and still our beloved Missis-
sippi native son is unmatched in his organizing skills 
(there were no computers, no cell phones, no social 
media). He organized, motivated and activated “the 
old fashion way” – man-to-man, woman-to-woman, 
church-to-church and plenty of shoe leather and hours 
on the clock.

At that 50-year celebration, June 12, 2013, the late 
Civil Rights activist Vernon Jordan said: “All this 
change you see in Mississippi is a tribute to Medgar’s 
sacrifice and service and courage and smarts.”

The late former Governor of Mississippi William 
Winter said, “What he (Medgar) did freed us white 
folks as well as black folks.”

Sixty-one years later and we still remember and 
appreciated how Medgar planned, organized and en-
acted events aimed at restoring freedom and dignity 
to all African Americans impacted by Jim Crow laws, 
racist humiliations and as Medgar’s is a testament – 
murderous rage.

At the 2013 tribute, Medgar’s beloved widow Myr-
lie Evers-Williams closed the tribute simply saying, 
“We love you, Medgar.” We all – as Gov. Winter said, 
blacks and whites owe Medgar with so much more 
than we can repay. 

So, we too want to say, “We love you Medgar.”

Evers
Continued from page 1

Bronze statue of Evers located at Medgar Evers Libraby in Jackson, MS Evers’ poster on display near statue June 2023 

Evers as the first MS NAACP field secretaryMyrlie Evers-Williams and daughter Reena Evers Everette
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It is a beautiful space at 123 McTyere Avenue 
in Jackson, Mississippi. The artistic updates 
happened to the building too fast for Google 
Maps to keep up with the changes. As of the 
time of this writing, a new fenced-in patio area 
was added.

A celebration of its re-opening as a commer-
cial establishment was celebrated on May 25th 
this year. It was a high energy affair, with live 
performances on the fenced-in patio area which 
is the size of a city block.

Skinny’s, briefl y known as 123 Depot, is 
open once again under its original name with 
an artistic fl air that is hard to miss. Owner 
James Bailey says, “It started with him...” 
while gesturing toward artist and artistic con-
sultant James “Poke” Hampton. “He got me to 
see things as an artist. An artist sees things dif-
ferently. I can’t draw it but you see I’m making 
it. And it’s all recycled stuff, like he taught me.” 

The artistic use of materials that shape the 
urban eat, drink and be merry spot, known 
once again as Skinny’s, is something that must 
be experienced to be appreciated. It is a quint-
essentially Jacksonian eatery located in what 
is known as the Midtown Arts District, but 
Skinny’s was thriving as a night spot when the 
Midtown neighborhood was known more com-
monly as the North End.

In the Midtown Arts District, surrounded by 
businesses united in the Business Association 
of Midtown or BAM, Skinny’s remains unaf-
fi liated. Ironically, Skinny’s stands out as one 
of the most vibrant and attractive spaces in the 
district.

Speaking about the grand re-opening, Bailey 
says, “I have had it like twenty-two years. I am 
inviting all the people that came here from the 
time when we were still young to see where 
we’re at now; how it’s evolved...it’s like a baby, 
it keeps growing and getting older.”

The grand re-opening was also a celebration 
of the anniversary of the birthday of the eat-
ery’s namesake.

LOCAL

The return of Skinny’s

Skinny’s eatery celebrated its’ grand opening May 25, 2024    PHOTOS BY JAMES HAMPTON III
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At the June 3 meeting of the 
Hinds County Board of Super-
visors, the Board presented 
Takorree Clowers with a $500 
check as the Hinds County re-
cipient of the Mississippi As-
sociation of Supervisors 2024 
County Employee Scholarship.  

“It is an honor for us as a 
group of supervisors to give 
young people an opportunity 
to further their educational 
pursuit,” said Robert Graham, 
Board President, District One.  

“I am elated to be able to 
recognize someone from Dis-
trict 2, this is a true testament 
to the hard work of this young 
man and his father who works 
daily in our district to ensure 
our citizens are taken care of,” 
said Anthony Smith, Supervi-
sor District Two. 

This year the MAS County 
Employee Scholarship pro-
gram awarded $24,000 in 
scholarships to dependents of 
current or retired county em-
ployees around the state. 

Derrick Surrette, executive 
director of MAS said, “the 
MAS County Employee Schol-
arship program is one way that 
our association can give back 
to the employees of our coun-
ties. We hope to have an even 
greater response to the pro-
gram next year.” 

The Mississippi Association 
of Supervisors is a nonprofi t 
support association for Missis-
sippi’s 82 counties. Since its in-

ception in 1928, MAS has been 
committed to the improvement 
of county government across 
our state.

MAS members have been 
instrumental in implementing 
effi cient and effective grass-

roots government that serves 
the general welfare not only of 
the counties themselves, but of 
the entire state.

For more information on 
MAS visit our website at www.
mssupervisors.org

Hinds County announces MAS County 
Employee Scholarship recipients

EDUCATION
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Scholarship recipient Takorre Clowers, his family and members of the Hinds County Board of Supervisor

Scholarship recipient Takorre Clowers and Hinds County District 2 
Supervisor Anthony Smith
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“It’s our privilege to sup-
port Mississippi’s HBCUs as 
they prepare a new generation 
to take on the STEM challeng-
es and opportunities of tomor-
row,” said Chandra Vasser, 
vice president and chief di-
versity, equity and inclusion 
(DEI) officer, Nissan Ameri-
cas, and an HBCU alumnus. 
“Many of Nissan’s Canton 
employees are graduates of 
a Mississippi HBCU and are 
helping to shape the future of 
our business. We’re proud to 
support the schools that have 
prepared them to make a posi-
tive impact, not only within 
our company but within the 
communities we serve.”

The seven HBCUs receiv-
ing a Nissan donation are 
Alcorn State University, Co-
ahoma Community College, 
Hinds Community College - 
Utica Campus, Jackson State 
University, Mississippi Valley 
State University, Rust College 
and Tougaloo College.  

Among the funded projects 
are:

• Alcorn State University 
Applied Sciences Programs 
and Robotics and Automa-
tion Technology Enhance-
ments is a two-part project 
that provides STEM learning 
opportunities for middle and 
high school students, includ-
ing STEM camps and robot-
ics competitions, that build 
interest and skills in technical 
career pathways and advance-
ments to robotics laboratories.

• Jackson State University 
Student Robotics Lab and 
Program is a dedicated space 
for students to engage in ac-
tivities related to robotics and 
advancing technologies. Ac-
tivities in the lab support se-
nior design projects, competi-
tion preparation and student 
innovations.

• Tougaloo College STEM 
Pipeline Project is an initia-

tive to create a pathway to 
educate and strengthen pre-
college and college students’ 
knowledge of advanced tech-
nology and innovation. Key 
activities include a research 
symposium, STEM workshop, 
and summer science and engi-
neering program.

“As an alumnus of Alcorn 
State University, I am espe-
cially proud to be a Nissan 
employee today,” said Victor 
Taylor, vice president, Manu-
facturing, Nissan Canton Ve-
hicle Assembly Plant.

“I was well prepared by 
my alma mater to take on a 
STEM career in the automo-
tive industry and to advance 
Nissan’s vehicle electrifica-
tion endeavors. HBCUs are a 
major pipeline of talent for us, 
and we’re thrilled to support 
the STEM learning opportu-
nities they offer their student 
body.”

Canton Vehicle Assembly 
Plant

For two decades, employ-
ees at Nissan Canton have as-

sembled high-quality, award-
winning vehicles. The plant’s 
opening in 2003 brought au-
tomotive manufacturing to 
Mississippi for the first time, 
and has since contributed to 
the state’s economic develop-
ment. Building on that rich 
history, Nissan Canton is un-
dergoing a transformation to 
become a center of U.S. EV 
manufacturing that will bring 
all-new, all-electric models to 
the U.S. market.

Nissan Canton has become 
a central institution in Mis-
sissippi, creating more than 
25,000 jobs statewide, con-
tributing more than $20 mil-
lion to local nonprofit organi-
zations and logging more than 
12,000 volunteer hours to help 
build stronger communities.

The plant employs more 
than 5,000 people and cur-
rently produces the Nissan 
Altima, Frontier and TITAN.

For more information about 
Nissan products, services and 
commitment to sustainable 
mobility, visit nissanusa.com

Nissan believes in 
the power of education.

Celebrating 
20 years of service 
in the Greater 
Jackson Area

Nissan’s support of Mississippi HBCU 
STEM programs reaches $2.5 million
For 10th consecutive year, Nissan contributes to STEM-focused programming

at Mississippi’s Historically Black Colleges and Universities

EDUCATION

Continuing its long-time support of Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities (HBCUs), Nissan is donating $250,000 to Mississippi’s seven 
HBCUs to further STEM education. Since launching the Mississippi 
HBCU STEM Initiative in 2014, Nissan has invested a total of $2.5 million 
to support and encourage innovative program development that serves 
Mississippi HBCU students, helping to build the tech workforce of the 
future.

Hinds Community College gathered for lecture

Cohoma Community College students that participated in the last program

Alcorn students conducting experiments Hinds CC students with project overview

MVSU students collaboratingRust College students in the Nissan Research Tinker Lab

JSU students studying Tougaloo College students making presentation
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Every culture exchanges 
kisses in their greeting, say-
ing good-bye, showing affec-
tion, for luck and love. People 
pucker up for all kinds of 
reasons. But, is a kiss just a 
kiss? Is there any science on 
kissing? Just think pressing 
your lips against someone else 
has some science behind this 
strange but enjoyable behav-
ior.

Kissing has been studied 
a lot. There are physical and 
psychological changes that 
happen when humans kiss. 
There are a number of theo-
ries about how kissing origi-
nated and why we do it. Most 
scientists believe that kissing 
is a learned behavior. Roughly 
10 percent of humans don’t 
kiss at all. Others believe kiss-
ing is instinctual and rooted in 
biology.

Kissing causes a number 
of chemical reactions in our 
brain. This includes oxyto-
cin. Oxytocin is often called 
the “love hormone” because 
it stirs up feelings of affection 
and attachment. According to 
a 2013 study, oxytocin is par-
ticularly important in helping 
men bond with a partner and 
stay monogamous. 

When we kiss our brain goes 
into overdrive. Our lips have 
a disproportionate amount of 
space for sensation in com-
parison to our other body 
parts. When we kiss, our lip 

sensitivity causes our brain to 
create a chemical cocktail that 
sometimes gives us a natural 
high.

This cocktail is made up of 
three chemicals, which are 
designed to make us feel good 
and crave more. The combi-
nation of dopamine, oxytocin 
and serotonin has an array of 
side effects. The combination 
of these three chemicals work 
by super charging our ‘plea-
sure centers’ in our brain. Do-
pamine released during a kiss 
will stimulate the same area of 
the brain activated by heroin 
and cocaine. We will experi-
ence feelings of euphoria and 
addictive behavior. Oxytocin, 
sometimes called our ‘love 
hormone,’ helps to give us a 
feeling of affection and at-
tachment. Oxytocin is the 
same hormone that is released 

during childbirth and breast-
feeding.

The levels of serotonin pres-
ent in our brain when we kiss 
look a lot like those of some-
one with Obsessive Compul-
sive Disorder. Our memory of 
a good kiss can stay with us 
for years. 

A capsule look of a kiss 
The chemistry of kissing: 
Oxytocin: Often called the 

“love hormone.” Oxytocin 
surges during kissing. It fos-
ters emotional bonding and 
attachment between partners.

Dopamine: Kissing trig-
gers a release of dopamine, 
creating feelings of pleasure 
and reward. It’s like a natural 
high, leaving us craving more.

Serotonin: This neurotrans-
mitter contributes to feelings 
of happiness and well-being. 
Kissing elevates serotonin 

levels, enhancing our mood.
The brain’s response: 
When lips meet, our brain 

lights up. The somatosensory 
cortex (the brain region re-
sponsible for touch) devotes 
a significant portion of neural 
tissue to lips and tongue. This 
heightened sensitivity allows 
us to sense intricate details 
during a kiss.

Pressure and temperature:
Lips are rich in nerve end-

ings. When they touch, we 
feel pressure and warmth, in-
tensifying the connection. 

Taste and smell:  
Our mouths contain taste 

buds and olfactory receptors. 
Kissing allows us to savor 
each other’s unique f lavors 
and scents.

Texture:
Lips vary in softness, mois-

ture and texture. Exploring 
these differences adds to the 
sensory experience. 

The emotional impact: 
Intimacy: Kissing fosters 

emotional closeness. It com-
municates desire, affection 
and vulnerability. 

Trust:
A kiss can reveal trust and 

comfort. We expose our vul-
nerability, believing the other 
person won’t harm us. 

Desire:
Passionate kisses ignite de-

sire. They convey longing, 
lust and primal instincts. 

Adverse affects of kissing: 
Kissing can transmit bacte-

ria and viruses. Regular den-

tal hygiene is crucial. Kissing 
someone with oral herpes can 
lead to cold sores, even if not 
visible.

Although rare, HIV trans-
mission via kissing is theoret-
ically possible if both partners 
have open sores or bleeding 
gums

Kissing can have some 
health benefits, including:

Emotional bonding: Kissing 
can help maintain a sense of 
togetherness and love.

Stress reduction: Kissing 
releases neurotransmitters 
that soothe the mind and re-
duce stress levels.

Foreplay: Deep kissing can 
lead to sexual intercourse.

Metabolic boost: Kissing 
burns calories.

Healthier mouth: Saliva 
contains substances that fight 
bacteria, viruses and fungi.

Natural high: Kissing 
causes the brain to create a 
chemical cocktail that can 
give us a natural high. This 
cocktail is made up of three 
chemicals, all designed to 
make us feel good and crave 
more: dopamine, oxytocin, 
and serotonin.

Endorphins: Kissing leads 
to the body producing endor-
phins or happiness hormones, 
meaning that both the kisser 
and the one being kissed feel 
happy and relaxed.

Motivational: Kissing trig-
gers a cascade of neural mes-
sages that transmit motiva-
tion.

Your moment of bliss 
sparked by that kiss can si-
lence your world. When you 
kiss someone you love, you’re 
focused on the present. You’re 
bound to be excited. You are 
captured in a moment of awe. 
Nothing matters but you and 
your partner. You become 
more aware of emotions and 
physical sensations and all 
your worries and anxieties 
dissipate. You may even get a 
nervous belly, rapid heart beat 
and sweaty palms. 

That extra adrenaline can 
make you feel hot. That bright 
glow you have after a kiss is 
due to your elevated heart 
rate. Your kiss will leave you 
feeling exhilarated, which can 
cause a rise in your body tem-
perature. This will go down 
as your heart rate settles to a 
natural rhythm. 

Science has actually proven 
that kissing can help you find 
your life partner. A group of 
genes inside of you called 
MHC makes up a part of your 
immune system and give you 
your natural scent. When you 
kiss someone, you take in ev-
ery part of them, even their 
scent. Your MHC is working 
behind the scenes to get you 
feeling all warm and fuzzy. If 
your kissing partner’s MHC is 
the opposite of yours, you may 
be a perfect match. 

If you have a fitness ques-
tion or concern you would 
like addressed send to: tipsto-
befit@gmail.com

Most consumers know how a 
traditional pharmacy works. Far 
fewer are aware of an alternative 
option: a compounding pharma-
cy. Here’s everything you need 
to know about these specialized 
healthcare facilities, and how 
they have the potential to im-
prove your wellness. 

What is a compounding 
pharmacy? A compounding 
pharmacy employs the art and 
science of creating personalized 
medications based on a patient’s 
specifi c requirements, ensuring 
an individualized approach to 
healthcare. 

“The conventional, mass-pro-
duced, one-size-fi ts-all approach 
to medication unfortunately 
does not work for all patients. 
Compounded medications how-
ever can help ensure patients get 
the therapies they need safely,” 
says Shaun Noorian, CEO and 
founder of Empower Pharmacy, 
a compounding pharmacy that 
specializes in men’s health, 
women’s health, dermatology, 
hormone replacement, weight 
management, IV therapy, lon-
gevity, sexual wellness, men-
tal health and gender affi rming 
care. 

Why is this important?
Compounded medications are 
crafted to address individual 
requirements, such as allergies 
to certain ingredients, dosage 
adjustments, or the need for al-
ternative forms of medication 
(for example, needing a liquid 
instead of a pill form). In short, 
compounded medications deliv-

er therapy required for individu-
als to live healthier, happier lives 
in a form that can optimize their 
care. These medications can also 
play a vital role in addressing 
challenges related to FDA-ap-
proved prescription medication 
shortages. 

How common are compound 
pharmacies? Compounding 
pharmacies make up 2% of the 
current pharmaceutical market, 
but that fi gure is growing as more 
patients and providers grasp the 
benefi ts that compounded medi-
cines provide. 

How does this change the role 
of the pharmacist? Pharmacists 
have always been an important 
part of patients’ care teams, dis-
pensing medications and offer-
ing advice on side effects and 
dosing. At a compounding phar-
macy, that role also includes pro-
ducing customized prescription 
drugs for patients, most often 
from raw ingredients. 

Are compounding pharmacies 
within reach for regular patients? 
Some compounding pharmacies 

are working to prioritize access. 
Empower Pharmacy, for exam-
ple, provides medications at an 
affordable cost in an effort to en-
sure everyone has access to the 
treatments they need. And be-
cause the pharmacy operates on-
line, patients with mobility and 
transportation issues are able to 
fi ll their prescriptions from the 
comfort of home. 

Are there any safety issues to 
be aware of? Compounded med-
ications are not FDA-approved, 
making it important for patients 
to stick to trustworthy pharma-
cies that use safe compounding 
practices. Be sure your pharma-
cy has Pharmacy Compounding 
Accreditation Board (PCAB) ac-
creditation. 

“We believe that understand-
ing the nuances of compound-
ing, its benefi ts, and its role 
during FDA-approved shortages 
helps equip patients to make 
informed decisions about their 
healthcare,” says Noorian.

To learn more, visit empower-
pharmacy.com

While having a tooth 
pulled may seem like the 
easiest option when you have 
tooth pain from an infection 
or disease, saving your natu-
ral teeth is best. 

According to the Ameri-
can Association of Endodon-
tists (AAE), a missing tooth 
can impact your quality of 
life and self-confi dence, 
cause other teeth to shift, 
affect your ability to chew 
properly, and lead to more 
problems down the road – 
and a lot more cost.

Tooth extraction is often 
more painful than the infec-
tion itself, and replacing an 
extracted tooth with an arti-
fi cial one requires additional 
dental visits that can quickly 
add up. 

“Modern endodontics of-
fers advancements in tech-
nologies, procedures and 
materials, giving you many 
treatment options to save 
your natural teeth. It’s im-
portant to understand your 
choices and how they’ll 
impact both your tooth and 
your future dental health,” 
says Dr. Natasha M. Flake, 
president of the AAE.

Unfortunately, there are a 
lot of misconceptions about 
what to do when you are 
experiencing tooth pain or 
infection. That’s why the 
AAE is offering these teeth-
saving tips: 

• While the phrase “I’d 
rather have a root canal” 
may be meant as a joke, it’s 
actually good advice. When 

given a choice between tooth 
extraction and root canal 
treatment, always opt for a 
root canal. Not only is root 
canal treatment from an en-
dodontist virtually painless, 
no denture, bridge or implant 
will look, feel and function 
as well as a natural tooth. 
In short, the beginning of a 
root canal procedure means 
the end of tooth pain. 

• Act immediately when 
you experience symptoms of 
swelling or pain. Most endo-
dontists can accommodate 
emergency cases, even on 
weekends, ensuring you’ll 
be seen quickly. 

• If your dentist recom-
mends tooth extraction, ask 
whether having a root canal 
is an option. 

• If you’re told a root canal 
is not an option, ask why and 

request a referral to an en-
dodontist, or use the AAE’s 
Find My Endodontist search 
tool at fi ndmyendodontist.
com to fi nd a practice near 
you. Endodontists are spe-
cialists in saving teeth. They 
can evaluate your condition 
and provide the best treat-
ment plan to help you save 
your teeth for a lifetime. 

“In a disposable era, some 
things are worth preserv-
ing. It’s always best to retain 
your natural teeth when-
ever possible and endodon-
tic treatment, which helps 
you maintain your natural 
smile, continue eating the 
foods you love and limits 
the need for ongoing dental 
work, should be your fi rst 
choice for the best health 
and cosmetic results,” says 
Dr. Flake. 
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How compounding 
pharmacies can help 

patients get needed care 

Preserve your natural 
teeth with these tips 

By Vince Faust 
Tips to Be Fit 

Don’t kiss anyone you’re 
not going to marry 

StatePoint

StatePoint



Donald John 
Trump was found 
guilty last Thurs-
day in what was 
called the hush 
money trial. He 
was found guilty 

on 34 felony counts of falsifying 
business records and conspir-
ing to infl uence the outcome of 
the 2016 election. His sentencing 
date will be July 11th which will 
be days before the Republican Na-
tional Convention in Milwaukee. 
Will he go to prison? I don’t think 
he will. This will be the fi rst time 
in American history that a former 
president has become a convicted 

felon. America, let that sink into 
your thinking. Mr. Trump has 
called the trial rigged and a dis-
grace.

The 12-person jury deliberated 
roughly 12 hours to reach this 
unanimous verdict. Trump sup-
porters like Senator Marco Rubio 
and Senator Mitch McConnell 
have voiced their strong opposi-
tion to the guilty verdict. How-
ever, Alvin Bragg, Manhattan 
District Attorney, said, “We fol-
low the law without fear or favor. I 
did my job.”

This guilty decision has most 
Republicans in an uproar and 
foaming at the mouth. The for-
mer president has been saying for 
months he did nothing wrong. He 
has been spouting these words 

for so long that he has millions of 
people believing him. 

This rhetoric has given rise to a 
smorgasbord of untruths and un-
ethical behavior. The Trump folks 
ignore best practices, and they 
bypass the truth. This has become 
standard operating procedure for 
them. 

Republicans are lining up to 
tout his greatness. Recently, Dr. 
Ben Carson, a renowned sur-
geon said, “I would carefully and 
prayerfully consider an invitation 
to run as vice president with Mr. 
Trump.” If you recall, he served 
as the secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development in his admin-
istration. 

Some years ago, I had a read-
ing group that consisted of six 

elementary school boys. One of 
the books that we read was Gifted 
Hands which is about the life of 
Ben Carson growing up in De-
troit. 

If you recall according to veri-
fi ed records, he led a group of 
surgeons in 1987 to separate con-
joined twins joined at the back of 
the head. Dr. Carson was a role 
model for many aspiring doc-
tors and healthcare professionals. 
There is no debate there.

However, the question on the 
operating table is what happened 
to Dr. Ben Carson? How in the 
world did he get mixed up and tan-
gled up with Donald Trump? That 
sentence is a bit crude for a man 
of Dr. Carson’s fame. Ben Car-
son born with a little and Donald 

Trump born with a lot. One gave 
hope to others while the other cre-
ated divisiveness. 

Mr. Trump practices one-sided 
loyalty. You are loyal to him, but 
he is not loyal to you. Many have 
fallen victim to his reckless and 
selfi sh behavior. Any rational 
thinking person realizes he was 
responsible for the January 6th 
insurrection. He has also caused 
Steve Bannon, Michael Cohen 
and Paul Manafort to go to prison 
on his behalf. The former presi-
dent is now a convicted felon and 
that doesn’t sound good by any 
measure. House Majority Leader 
Steve Scalise said in a statement, 
“Extremist Democrats have un-
dermined democracy by weapon-
izing the courts and abusing the 

judicial system to operate like a 
banana republic that targets their 
political opponents.” These senti-
ments come from a Republican in 
Louisiana. His home state is last 
in almost every quality-of-life cat-
egory. 

Mr. Trump held a post-guilty 
news conference Friday at Trump 
Tower. He blasted everything and 
everybody having anything to do 
with the trial. His lawyers will 
certainly appeal the sentence.  Re-
member, he has three other court 
cases coming up. Mr. Trump will 
be the Republican nominee for 
president.

In the 24 hours after the trial, 
he raised over 58 million dollars. 
However, the only way to beat 
him is at the polls in November. 

 Have you and your 
spouse ever gotten into 
a heated argument, 
major disagreement, 
and/or a major fall out 
about something? Who 
won? Did you blame 

your spouse for the fi ght, or did you 
blame yourself?

Most, if not all, couples have fought 
at some point in their marriage. If you 
and your soulmate haven’t fought – 
stay married. It is essential that spous-
es understand who and what they are 
fi ghting. Imagine fi ghting – you’re 
swinging but your punches are mount-
ing to nothing; energy is being zapped 
and although you are giving it your all 
– you still fi nd yourself defeated again 
and again.

Nevertheless, this is the situation for 
many married couples today. Many 
spouses are utilizing so much effort to 
fi ght each other that it ultimately leads 
to separation and divorce. Why is this 
happening? 

Do you fi nd yourself having the 
same fi ght with your spouse yielding 
the same results? In other words, the 
same fi ght but no change and worse 
results. One of the main reasons that 
married couples are constantly defeat-
ed even by small stuff is because they 
are fi ghting the wrong person. Your 
spouse is not your enemy, and you are 
not your spouse’s enemy. In fact, you 
both share the same enemy.

Ephesians 6:12 states: “For we 
wrestle not against fl esh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wicked-
ness in high places.” 

Let’s break the word wrestle down 
based on the Greek meaning from this 
New Testament Scripture: 

Wrestle – a struggle, fi ght, confl ict, 
contest 

Unfortunately, many couples have 
no clue that they are in a struggle, con-
fl ict and contest with the wrong per-
son. Ephesians 6:12 makes it clear – we 
do not wrestle against fl esh and blood 
(human beings: husbands/wives). In 
other words, something (principali-
ties, powers, rulers of the darkness of 

this world, and spiritual wickedness in 
high places) is behind the bickering, 
gaslighting, arguing, starting fi ghts, 
physical altercations, accusations, ver-
bal attacks, nagging, spouse neglect, 
prodigal spouse, spouse abandonment, 
infi delity and so much more.

Your spouse may act and sound like 
an enemy, but they are not your enemy. 
They are being used by the enemy to 
bring destruction, division, corruption, 
confl ict, turmoil and, ultimately, death 
to your union. If the enemy destroys 
your marriage, then he has your home 
and children too. Therefore, spouses 
stop letting the enemy use you. And 
spouses stop letting the enemy win.

How do spouses fi ght each other? 
- blame game 
- verbal attacks 
- yelling/screaming 
- pick and nag  
- gaslighting 
- silent treatment _ stop listening – 

tune each other out 
- withhold intimacy – can create 

even more issues – imagine being 
thirsty and mad 

What are the underlying root causes 
of couples fi ghts? 

- stress 
- exhaustion 
- work stresses 
- disappointments 
- unforgiveness 
- Miscommunication 
- Misunderstanding 
- Misinterpretations  
- fear 
- mistrust 
- unresolved confl ict 
- little to no communication 
- lack of empathy 
- lack of understanding 
What do spouses typically fi ght 

about? 
- money 
-children 
- intercourse 
- family 
- work/job obligations 
- politics 
- technology usage – cell phones, 

video games have replaced spouses 
- social media – time dedicated to 

indulging in social media  
- lack of quality time 
- lack of affection 

What small stuff do couples fi ght 
about? 

- GPS – nothing can get a good argu-
ment started like getting lost especial-
ly when Mr./Mrs. Know It All didn’t 
listen 50 miles ago about the turn he/
she was supposed to take (mostly hus-
bands) 

- simple chores – leaving dirty dish-
es in the sink 

- not completing laundry tasks 
- cooking – lack of cooking/how 

something is cooked 
- Not taking trash out  
- being late for an event 
- didn’t buy everything on grocery 

list 
- darn toilet seat – come on husbands
- Passenger seat driving – this one 

can spark a serious feud 
In conclusion, spouses, it can’t be 

said enough – your spouse is not your 
enemy. Please stop fi ghting each other 
and fi ght your shared enemy together. 
You already know the enemy’s goals: 
steal, kill and destroy. 

So, what are you going to do about 
it? How do you fi ght the enemy?

Communicate about everything; 
confess your faults to each other for 
the sake of healing; pray for each other 
– don’t let the sun go down on your 
wrath – remember that a soft answer 
turns away wrath, but a harsh word 
stirs up anger; be patient; be empa-
thetic; refl ect on vows; forgive; listen; 
be intimate.

Remember there is no perfect 
spouse. Seek marital counseling from 
pastor, marriage ministry and profes-
sionals. However, most importantly, 
you fi ght the enemy through prayer 
– pray without ceasing for you, your 
spouse, marriage and family.

Remember, if you fi nd yourself 
fi ghting each other – you are fi ghting 
the wrong person and will lose every 
time.

Contact Dr. LaShunda Calvert for 
speaking engagements (motivational, 
ministering, marriage counseling, 
marriage workshops, marriage semi-
nars, marriage conferences, etc.) on 
Instagram: letsstay2gether4ever (Dr. 
LaShunda Calvert) Facebook: Dr. 
LaShunda Calvert Email: letsstayto-
gether4eva@gmail.com or call 601 
596-2528.

Mr. Trump has been found guilty 
on 34 felony counts in a New York 

court. What’s next for him?

You’re fi ghting the 
wrong person 

By now most Ameri-
cans, but not all, have 
either heard of Project 
2025 or seen some refer-
ence to it. But too many 
still don’t know how this 
radical blueprint will 

change life in this country as we know 
it. The sad truth of the matter is the plan 
is hidden in plain view where we all 
can see it, but few are paying attention 
other than those who have planned the 
changes. 

The plan is called Project 2025 known 
as the Presidential Transition Project. 
This project will make widespread 
changes across our entire government 
in economic and social policies and the 
role of the federal government and its 
agencies.

The main idea behind these proposed 
changes as put out by the Heritage In-
stitute, is what is called an Executive 
Theory which asserts that the president 
has absolute power over the executive 
branch of our government under what 
is called “A Unitary Executive Theory” 
interpretation of Article II of the Con-
stitution of the United States. 

This plan is designed for a “Repub-
lican president” such as seen with the 
Donald Trump presidential candidacy 
for 2025.

Under this plan the following changes 
would take place, some immediately: (1) 
Slashing funding for the Department of 
Justice (DOJ); (2) Dismantling the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and 
the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS); (3) Eliminating the Department 
of Commerce and ending the indepen-
dence of various federal agencies such 
as the Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC), and the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC); (4) Abolishing the 
Department of Education. (5) Removal 
of protections against discrimination 
based on sexual or gender identity and 
(6) Termination of diversity, equity and 
inclusion (DEI) programs as well as af-
fi rmative action 

Project 2025 advises the future presi-
dent to immediately deploy the military 

for domestic law enforcement and to di-
rect the (DOJ) to pursue Trump’s adver-
saries by invoking the Insurrection of 
Act of 1807. It recommends the arrest, 
detention and deportation of undocu-
mented immigrants across the country. 
It promotes capital punishment and the 
speedy “fi nality” of such sentences. 

Although the project does not promote 
a specifi c candidate, many contributors 
have close ties to Donald Trump and 
his presidential campaign. This project 
is proposed under what the Heritage 
Foundation calls its “Mandate for Lead-
ership” and has been publishing this list 
of proposed changes to run parallel with 
each presidential election since 1981. It 
calls this mandate its “Policy Bible.”

Project 2025 has been developed in 
collaboration with over 100 partners. 
The Heritage Foundation president, 
Kevin Roberts, established Project 2025 
in 2022 to provide the 2024 Republican 
presidential nominee a personnel data-
base and ideological framework after 
civil servants refuse to support Trump 
during his attempt to institute a Muslim 
travel ban, and his effort to install a new 
attorney general to help with his efforts 
to overturn the 2020 election. 

Clearly the issue is not just Donald 
Trump, but those who would use him 
or like-minded candidates for the presi-
dency to overthrow the United States 
government as it now exists with a con-
stitutionally based separation of pow-
ers.

The only safeguard against this con-
crete plan to destroy America, as it now 
exists, is for “We the People” to prepare 
now to vote in the November election. 
We can no longer count on the United 
States Supreme Court which appears to 
have abandoned the very rule of law it 
was empowered to protect. It appears 
we can no longer depend upon the 
United States Congress which appears 
to have abandoned its legislative duties 
and oath of offi ce by which the Repub-
lican members swore to “protect and 
defend the Constitution of the United 
States against all enemies, foreign and 
domestic” and substituted that oath with 
a commitment to a convicted felon.

The question is what can we do, and 
for what will we fi ght? 

The death
of America

as we know it
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Publisher, San Diego Voice & Viewpoint 
Newspaper
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In a historic and dramatic 
moment, the jury in New York 
delivered a resounding verdict  
Wednesday, fi nding former 
President Donald Trump guilty 
on all 34 felony counts of fal-
sifying business records. This 
unprecedented decision marks 
the fi rst time in American his-
tory that a former president 
has been convicted of criminal 
charges. 

A hush fell over the court-
room late in the afternoon as 
the jury handed Judge Juan M. 
Merchan a note. “We the jury 
have a verdict. We would like 
an extra 30 minutes to fi ll out 
the forms if that’d be possible,” 
the note read. The jury had de-
liberated for 9.5 hours over two 
days after a three-week trial. 

The twice-impeached, four-
times indicted, and now con-
victed Trump faced charges 
connected to a $130,000 hush-
money payment made to porn 
star Stormy Daniels in the days 
leading up to the 2016 election. 
The trial featured weeks of 
tawdry testimony about tabloid 

deal-making and the alleged 
sexual encounter between 
Trump and Daniels. Prosecu-
tors argued that Trump engaged 
in a fraud against the American 
people by falsifying records re-
lated to the reimbursement of 
his former lawyer, Michael D. 
Cohen, who paid Daniels out of 
his own pocket. 

The courtroom was si-
lent as the jury’s verdict was 

read aloud: “Guilty, Guilty, 
Guilty…” repeated 34 times, 
solidifying the former presi-
dent’s fate.

Trump, who is the presump-
tive Republican presidential 
nominee for 2024, now faces 
a potential sentence ranging 
from probation to four years 
in prison. His legal team has 
already indicated plans to ap-
peal, a process that could etend 

over several years. 
The conviction has drawn 

sharp reactions from politi-
cal fi gures. Shasti Conrad, 
chair of the Washington State 
Democratic Party, declared, 
“Today’s verdict out of New 
York affi rms what the Wash-
ington State Democratic Party 
has been saying for more than 
eight years – Convicted Felon 
Donald Trump is wholly un-

fi t to lead our nation,” Conrad 
stated. “His conviction today 
by a jury of his peers demon-
strates the lengths Convicted 
Felon Trump will go to and the 
laws he will break to get what 
he wants – another four years 
of power at the expense of 
hard-working Americans. The 
Washington State Democratic 
Party will never stop fi ghting 
for a more perfect union, which 
is why we will continue to re-
sist Donald Trump’s campaign 
of lies, grift and autocratic de-
sires with every fi ber of our be-
ing every minute of every day 
until the election is over and we 
have prevented the end of de-
mocracy…again.” 

This criminal case is one of 
four Trump is currently facing, 
but it is likely the only one that 
will go to trial before Election 
Day. Trump faces as much as 
four years in prison, but be-
cause he’s viewed as a fi rst-
time offender and the convic-
tions are on low-level felonies, 
he’ll likely receive probation. 

“Today, the criminal jus-
tice system worked,” National 
Newspaper Publishers Asso-
ciation (NNPA) Chair Bobby 

Henry stated. “As Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. alluded to, the 
arc of the moral universe is 
long, but it bends toward jus-
tice,” Henry said. 

The NNPA is the trade as-
sociation of the 250 African 
American-owned newspapers 
and media companies that 
comprise the Black Press of 
America. 

“The NNPA congratulates 
the Manhattan District Attor-
ney, Alvin Bragg, who stood 
up triumphantly against the 
criminal acts of former Presi-
dent Trump,” NNPA President 
Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr., 
stated. 

“In America, no one should 
be above the equitable rule of 
law. In particular, Black Amer-
ica knows too well the horrors 
of inequity and injustice. In 
the historic case of New York 
v. Trump, it now appears that 
in New York City, fi nally after 
centuries of racial oppression, 
the gavel of justice has now 
come down on one of the na-
tion’s most zealous criminals 
who unrepentantly desires to 
return to the White House in 
2024,” said Chavis.

NATIONAL

For decades, Babe Ruth and 
Ty Cobb were celebrated as 
the greatest fi gures in baseball, 
with Ruth hailed as the best 
player and Cobb as the premier 
hitter.

However, these narratives 
often excluded African-Amer-
ican athletes whose contribu-
tions were underreported or 
dismissed. This exclusion per-
sisted despite the talents that 
led to Jackie Robinson break-
ing the color barrier in 1947 
as the fi rst Black player in the 
modern Major Leagues. 

MLB Commissioner Rob-
ert Manfred announced this 
signifi cant change three years 
ago, emphasizing the league’s 
commitment to correcting a 
historical wrong by elevating 
the Negro Leagues to “Major 
League” status.

John Thorn, an MLB histo-
rian, and the Negro Leagues 
Statistical Review Committee 
have been responsible for the 
meticulous process of offi cially 
incorporating Negro Leagues 
stats into MLB records. The 

team has been reviewing thou-
sands of box scores and other 
historical data to integrate the 
statistics of the seven Negro 
Leagues into MLB’s database. 

Josh Gibson, a standout in 
the Negro Leagues, will now 
lead multiple batting catego-
ries. His career batting aver-
age, slugging percentage and 
OPS surpass those of Ty Cobb 
and Babe Ruth. While some of 
Gibson’s legendary feats, such 
as the nearly 800 home runs 
mentioned on his Hall of Fame 
plaque, will not be included, 
many of his offi cial stats will 
now be recognized. 

Thorn hailed the decision as 
“not only righting a social, cul-
tural and historical wrong, it’s 
defi ning baseball as a game for 
Americans without exclusion.” 
He emphasized that baseball is 
a sport of tradition, but its ca-
pacity for profound change is 
equally signifi cant. 

To honor the Negro Leagues, 
MLB will host a tribute game 
on June 20 at Rickwood Field 
in Birmingham, Alabama – 
the oldest professional base-
ball park in the U.S. Players 
will don period uniforms and 

pay tribute to legendary center 
fi elder Willie Mays, an Ala-
bama native.

With the integration of these 
statistics, players like Buck 
Leonard, Buck O’Neil, Cool 
Papa Bell, Doc Sykes, Monte 
Irvin, Leroy Satchel Paige and 
Gibson will fi nally receive their 
due recognition. Fans will now 
appreciate the true scope of 
their talents and achievements. 

Sean Gibson, the great-
grandson of Josh Gibson and 
executive director of the Josh 
Gibson Foundation, expressed 
the family’s excitement over 
this acknowledgment. “We al-
ways considered him a major 
leaguer; he just didn’t play in 
the major leagues,” Sean Gib-
son told NBC Sports. He is ea-
ger to see how his great-grand-
father’s stats compare to those 
of other MLB legends.

Refl ecting on this milestone, 
he added, “If Josh Gibson was 
alive right now, he’d be hon-
ored. He’ll probably wonder 
why it took so long. He’ll be 
happy for all the other baseball 
players, and more importantly, 
he’ll be excited for his family to 
carry on his legacy.”

Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee has fought tire-
lessly for groundbreaking legislation through-
out her career. She authored the Juneteenth 
National Independence Day Act, creating the 
fi rst new federal holiday in nearly four de-
cades, and fervently championed the Violence 
Against Women Act, ensuring its passage for 
the fi rst time in almost ten years. Now, the 
stalwart Texas representative is facing the 
battle of her life after being diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer. 

In a statement posted to X Sunday, the 
74-year-old congresswoman disclosed her di-
agnosis and treatment. “My doctors have con-
fi rmed pancreatic cancer, and I am currently 
undergoing treatment,” Jackson Lee shared. “I 
am confi dent that my doctors have developed 
the best possible plan to target my specifi c dis-
ease. The road ahead will not be easy, but I 
stand in faith that God will strengthen me.” 

Jackson Lee has represented Texas’ 18th 
District in the U.S. House of Representatives 
since 1995. Now in her 15th term, she serves 
on the House Committees on the Judiciary, 
Homeland Security and the Budget, and is the 
fi rst female Ranking Member of the Judiciary 
Subcommittee for Crime and Federal Gov-
ernment Surveillance, a subcommittee she 
chaired during the 117th Congress. 

Her legislative achievements are extensive 
and impactful. Jackson Lee has spearheaded 
the Sentencing Reform Act, the George Floyd 
Law Enforcement Trust and Integrity Act, 
and the RAISE Act. She has also introduced 
crucial bills like the Fair Chance for Youth 
Act, the Kimberly Vaughan Firearm Safe 
Storage Act, and Kaleif’s Law. An unwav-
ering advocate for women and children, she 
fervently supports the Paycheck Fairness Act 
and the Pregnant Workers Fairness Act and 
has championed outreach to minority- and 
women-owned businesses in the commercial 
space industry. Additionally, she authored the 
Triple-Negative Breast Cancer Research and 
Education Act. 

Recognized as one of the 50 most effec-
tive Members of Congress by ‘Congressional 
Quarterly’ and among the ten most infl uen-

tial legislators in the House by ‘U.S. News 
and World Report,’ Jackson Lee’s infl uence 
extends beyond legislation. She is a founder, 
member and chair of the Congressional Paki-
stan Caucus and the Congressional Children’s 
Caucus, as well as chair of the Congressional 
Black Caucus Energy Braintrust and co-chair 
of the Justice Reform Task Force. 

Educationally, Jackson Lee holds a B.A. 
in political science from Yale University and 
a J.D. from the University of Virginia Law 
School. She is married to Dr. Elwyn Lee, an 
administrator at the University of Houston. 
She has two children: Jason Lee, a Harvard 
graduate, and Erica Lee, a Duke graduate and 
member of the Harris County School Board. 
She is also the proud grandmother of twins El-
lison Bennett Carter and Roy Lee Carter III. 

Despite her diagnosis, Jackson Lee remains 
resolute in her commitment to her congres-
sional duties. “I am committed to working 
with our Congressional leadership, including 
Leader Hakeem Jefferies and the Speaker of 
the House, to serve this nation and be pres-
ent for votes on legislation that is critical for 
the prosperity and security of the American 
people,” she affi rmed. 

MLB integrates Negro 
Leagues stats, elevating 

long-overlooked stars
to Major League status 

Rep. Sheila Jackson 
Lee faces the battle

of her life after cancer 
diagnosis 

Guilty! Guilty! Guilty! Former President Trump 
convicted on all 34 felony counts 

Jackson

The twice-impeached, four-times indicted, and now convicted Trump faced charges connected to a 
$130,000 hush-money payment made to porn star Stormy Daniels in the days leading up to the 2016
election.

Major League Baseball (MLB) has taken a historic step to rectify a long-standing oversight by offi cially 
incorporating Negro Leagues statistics into its historical record. Starting today, the achievements of 
approximately 2,300 Negro Leagues players will be recognized alongside those of MLB legends like Babe 
Ruth and Ty Cobb.

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior 
National Correspondent

By James B. Ewers Jr., Ed.D
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio
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C o n s i d e r -
ing our cur-
rent chaotic 
political envi-
ronment, the 
question that 
has been on 

my mind lately is how should 
Christians respond to things 
like the conviction of Donald 
Trump on 34 felony counts? 

It’s complicated to some 
and not as simple as support-
ing the candidate who uses 
the bible as a prop, wraps 
himself in scriptures and 
shows up at the most church-
es. Nor is it as simple as 
judging an authentic Chris-
tian based on how they stand 
on controversial issues like 
abortion, same sex marriage 
or support for Israel. Do we 
support them based on what 
they say or based on what the 
word of God says?

One way to determine 
how to respond is to look at 
the truth of Matthew 7:17-20 
which says, “You will know 
them by their fruits…Even 

so, every good tree bears 
good fruit, but a bad tree 
bears bad fruit. A good tree 
cannot bear bad fruit, nor can 
a bad tree bear good fruit. 
Every tree that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fi re. There-
fore, by their fruits you will 
know them.” In other words, 
we must become fruit inspec-
tors.

Think about the fruit of 
the seeds planted during the 
Trump presidency: racial 
strife, economic uncertainty, 
and an uncontrollable global 
pandemic that has killed 
over 1 million people. Some 
could argue that the chaos 
during the Trump presidency 
was a result of the Republi-
cans 8-year strategy of nega-
tive rhetoric and obstruction 
against the Obama presiden-
cy.

Republicans are now faced 
with a presidential candidate/
likely nominee who is a re-
cently convicted felon ac-
cused of other crimes includ-
ing mishandling classifi ed 
documents as well as stirring 

up an insurrection while at-
tempting to overturn the re-
sults of the last presidential 
election.

Unlike most criminal de-
fendants who strike a more 
somber tone after conviction 
that includes admitting and 
apologizing for their behav-
ior, Trump maintains his in-
nocence even declaring that 
he is a victim of a political 
witch hunt. Even more inter-
esting, at least ten of his for-
mer campaign aides are now 
also convicted felons charged 
with various crimes includ-
ing lying under oath, fraud 
and contempt of Congress. 

The truly sad part is that 
Trump maintains record high 
support among white evan-
gelicals who have excused 
and even justifi ed his most 
irresponsible behavior. Odd-
ly, it seems like the worse his 
behavior becomes, the stron-
ger their support becomes. 
As a result, Christianity is 
perceived as a religion that 
compromises God’s truth and 
is full of hypocrites. This 
makes me wonder if these 

shocking behaviors (and un-
wavering support) are a con-
temporary example of har-
vesting bad fruit.

Christians should not sup-
port a candidate or vote for 
one based on an outward dis-
play of religiosity or prom-
ises of a renewal of moral 
values especially when there 
is no evidence of Christ-like 
behavior. Instead, we should 
support those who pass the 
“fruit inspection” and ask 
which candidates best ex-
emplify the words of Gala-
tians 5:22: “But the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance.” Then we should 
pray.

Shewanda Riley is a Fort 
Worth-based author of “Love 
Hangover: Moving from Pain 
to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to 
the Beat of God’s Heart: A 
Book of Prayers for Writ-
ers.” Email her at preserved-
bypurpose@gmail.com or 
follow her on Twitter @she-
wanda.

How many times 
have we seen heart, 
spirit, mind and 
thoughts in the 
sane context? Is it 
not what we want 
in this relationship 

with God? We want our hearts to 
live. What is it that makes it live? 
It is the Spirit of God energizing it 
because of the close communion.

A biblical example of this 
is when Moses went up on the 
Mount to be with God for forty 
days and forty nights. While he 
was gone, the Israelites made the 
golden calf. When Moses came 
down from that close association 
with God, he came with his face 
glowing shining, refl ecting the 
glory of God through close com-
munion with Him all those days. 

This situation is a form of what 
the psalmist means about the lost 
communion with God. Seeking 
Him, dressing and keeping the re-
lationship, and submitting to Him 
are what make the heart live be-
cause His Spirit is fl owing into it. 
When that happens we are living 
the life He lives – what the Bible 
calls “eternal life.” Eternal life is 
to live as God lives.

We are seeking to have a rela-
tionship with one who is not far 
from us. He is close to us – in us 
by His Spirit – and He delights to 
pour Himself into our hearts and 
minds. We seek Him through de-
sire. Do we really want this One 
to be our husband? Do we really 
want to be like this One we are to 
marry? If we do not desire Him, 
He will not reciprocate with any 

zeal, and the relationship will just 
sputter.

We seek Him by turning our 
thoughts to Him by communion 
in prayer and in Bible study. We 
read in Psalm 69:32-33, “When 
the humble see it they will be glad; 
you who seek God, let your hearts 
revive. For the Lord hears the 
needy and does not despise His 
own people who are prisoners.”

The desire to be like Him in ev-
ery way drives our submission to 
Him in obedience. We are in the 
midst of a courtship. Can there be 
any passing of spirit when one is 
so far from the other that desire 
is completely absent? Desire rises 
when we know Him so well that 
we are constantly thinking about 
all His wonderful attributes.

Are we attracted enough to 
Him to be affectionate toward 
Him? Spending time in fervent 
communion with God in prayer, 
Bible study, meditation and oc-
casional fasting all lead to a pure 
submission to Him. It enhances 
the closeness. It is essentially the 
same process that brings human 
beings together – talking and ex-
periencing things together as we 
go through life.

A fervent attitude of sincerely 
wanting to be like God will bring 
a positive response. The principles 
are simple and are as old as the 
hills. They work because that is 
how spirit is transferred to cre-
ate oneness. That is why people 
marry one another. The same 
principal and process work in our 
relationship with Christ.

Simeon R. Greem, III, First 
Church of God, 6517 Walmsley 
Blvd., Richmond, Virgina 23224.

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Becoming a 
fruit inspector

P R E S E R V E D Seeking God 
makes the 
heart live

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

SUNDAY
Worship Services

9 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. in person

Or you may worship with us via 
Facebook or our YouTube 

channel at CHMBC

Pastor
Chauncy L. Jordan

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

www.nhcms.org

1750 

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
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LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING WITH USE PERMITS  
ZONING CASE NO. 4256 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, no-
tice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Roy 
L. Dixon, Jr. has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application 
requesting a Rezoning from R-4 (Limited Multi-family) Residential District to C-1A (Re-
stricted) Commercial District with a Use Permit to allow for a neighborhood restaurant 
for property located at 1254 Macon St. (Parcel 40-11-1)and a Use Permit to allow for an 
accessory automobile parking lot on  Parcel 159-177-1 within a R-4 (Limited Multi-family) 
Residential District in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being 
more particularly described as: 

Parcel 159-177-1 

PT LOTS 16 & 18 E OF C/L LYNCH CREEK ALL IN BLK 17 COLLEGE SUB SY & A 
STRIP OF & ADJ * JD1* 

Parcel 159-173 

Lot Fifteen (15), Block Sixteen (16), College Suburb Survey, less the North Twenty (20) 
feet thereof, a subdivision in the City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds County, 
State of Mississippi, according to the map or plat thereof, on fi le and of record in the 
offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat 
Book 1 at Page 66 thereof, reference to which is hereby made  

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street 
in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, June 26, 2024, at which time all 
parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, 
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the 
City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof 
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator 
at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired. 

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PER-
SON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANC-
ING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFER-
ENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER 
PRIOR TO JUNE 19, 2024. 

WITNESS my signature this 31st day of May 2024. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

6/6/2024, 6/20/2024
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ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON MS CREATING THE SEVERE 
LIMB AND TREE RISK ORDINANCE TO REMOVE OVERHANGING LIMBS, 

BRANCHES AND OR TREES THAT CAN AND WILL PRESENT AN IMMEDIATE 
DANGER ON MUNICIPAL ROADS AND OR STREETS DUE TO STRONG WINDS, 
HEAVY RAINS AND OR SEVERE STORMS, TORNADO OR ANY OTHER ACT OF 

GOD.  

WHEREAS, the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi acknowledges that there are over-
hanging limbs, branches and trees, that may present risk and danger during a storm for 
pedestrians traveling municipal roads and or streets; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi acknowledges the danger and risk to 
pedestrians traveling where overhanging limbs, branches and trees exist; and 

WHEREAS, it is the aim of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi to be proactive and to 
prevent such risks and dangers as loss of life, property, and damages to vehicles, before 
the outcome of a severe weather threat; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi acknowledges that strong winds, 
heavy rain, severe storms, tornados and such other acts of God can cause such limbs, 
branches, trees to cause damage and harm to pedestrians traveling. 

THEREBY, The City council of Jackson creates the Severe Limb and Tree Risk Ordinance 
as stated. 

Section 1 – Assessment 

Monthly assessments to be performed by the Public Works department where there is 
reported, observed or any known risk of the falling and or breaking of limbs, branches and 
or trees that may present a danger or risk to pedestrians that travel the roads and streets 
of Jackson, Mississippi where such threat is present. 

Section 2 – Findings 

Upon the fi ndings of any such threat to pedestrians based on assessment, the Depart-
ment of Public Works may address and remove such danger on an emergency basis, 
consistent with the City’s emergency procurement procedures. 

WHEREAS, the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi realizes and acknowledges the im-
portance and preventing accident, loss of life, loss of property, and the obstruction of 
traffi c before such emergency can become fatal. 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi creates the 
“Severe Limb and Tree Risk Ordinance” to protect the health, well-being and safety of 
pedestrians that may be affected by the falling of a limb, branch and or tree, during strong 
winds, heavy rains, severe storms, tornadoes, and such other acts of God. 

Yeas – Banks, Foote, Grizzell, Hartley, Lee, Lindsay and Stokes.   
Nays – None. 
Absent – None. 

ATTEST: 
Angela Harris 
Municipal Clerk 

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualifi ed Municipal Clerk and lawful custodian of re-
cords and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is a true and 
exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its Regular Council Meeting April 23, 
2024 and recorded in Minute Book “6Z, Pgs.121-123”. 

WITNESS my signature and offi cial seal of offi ce, this the 31st day of May, 2024. 

SEAL                                                Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk 
6/6/2024

LEGAL

LEGAL NOTICE 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

 NSD PROGRAM CONSULTANT, PROJECT # 1-2024 

The City of Jackson’s Department of Planning and Development is accepting Propos-
als for a Consultant to facilitate the Neighborhood Services Division (NSD) Community 
Cleanup Initiative and the Neighborhood Improvement Grant Program until 5:00 P.M. 
CST on June 26, 2024.  

GENERAL  INFORMATION AND PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS  

The City of Jackson’s Department of Planning and Development’s Neighborhood Servic-
es Division (NSD) is accepting Proposals for a Consultant to facilitate NSD’s Community 
Cleanup Initiative and the Neighborhood Improvement Grant Program. The Consultant 
shall meet the professional qualifi cations and demonstrate the ability to implement the 
goals, objectives, and tasks outlined in the NSD Community Cleanup Initiative and the 
Neighborhood Improvement Program.  

COMMUNITY CLEANUP INITIATIVE 

The objective of this Initiative is to help organize, promote, and support community-
sponsored cleanup efforts that are designed to clean, beautify, protect the environment, 
and establish a sense of place and community camaraderie. Another objective of this ini-
tiative is to provide an imprinted garbage can to the elderly and low- to moderate-income 
individuals who live in an income-eligible neighborhood that is registered with the NSD.   

NEIGHBORHOOD  IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

The objective of this initiative is to encourage neighborhood pride, stability and sustain-
ability by assisting with creating an organizational structure for the area.  Neighborhoods 
have the potential to qualify for a nominal grant to assist with various community activi-
ties that align with the objective of the Program. 

PROPOSAL SUBMISSION PROCEDURES 

Proposers shall submit one (1) original signed, six (6) copies of their response. For this 
RFP, all responses will be received by the Offi ce of the City Clerk until 3:30 p.m., Central 
Time on June 25, 2024. Electronic responses can be submitted at www.centralbidding.
com.  For any questions relating to the electronic submission process, please call Central 
Bidding at 225-810-4814.  

Consultant fi rms interested in providing these services may so indicate by furnishing the 
City of Jackson a total of seven (7) copies, which should consist of the following: 

Submissions shall be addressed to: 

City Clerk’s Offi ce of Jackson—RFP 
219 South President Street, 1st Floor 
Jackson MS 39201 

Print On Outside: 
Company Name with Return Address 
RFP: Neighborhood Services Division Consultant 

Proposals submitted should indicate the following on the Coversheet: 
Project Name: Neighborhood Services Division Consultant 
Consultant’s Company Name 
Consultant’s Contact Information: Phone Number and Email Address 
Submission Deadline Date June 25, 2024 
A list of consultant responsibilities is posted on the City’s website at www.jacksonms.gov. 

The City of Jackson reserves the right to accept and reject any proposals for a Consul-
tant to facilitate the Offi ce of Neighborhood Services’ Community Cleanup Initiative and 
the Neighborhood Improvement Grant Program, discontinue Contract execution, and/or 
request additional information with any party at any time prior to fi nal Contract execution.  

EQUAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY (EBO) PLAN APPLICATION 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public contract-
ing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunity 
for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each propos-
er shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan with the 
proposal submission, in accordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s Equal 
Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with the City’s Executive 
Order shall disqualify a proposer from being awarded an eligible contract. For more infor-
mation on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the 
Division of Equal Business Opportunity at 601-960-1055.  Copies of the City of Jackson’s 
Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications, and a copy of the program are available at the 
following location:  200 South President Street, Room 223, Jackson, Mississippi, or can 
be accessed on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity webpage. 

INQUIRIES 

Any inquiries, requests for an interpretation, or comments regarding the RFP must be 
submitted by email no later than 3:30 p.m., Central Standard Time, June 14th, 2024. 
Questions and comments will not be responded to over the telephone. Responses to 
inquiries and comments will be emailed to all solicitors after receipt of said questions 
or request for an interpretation or comments by the City by June 20th, 2024. Proposers 
shall rely only on written addenda provided by the City in submitting proposals. 

5/30/2024, 6/6/2024
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ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, CREATING REGULATIONS FOR 
THE INSTALLATION OF DIGITAL SECURITY CAMERA SYSTEMS FOR PARKING LOT 
AND ENTRY/EXIT DOOR MONITORING OF CONVENIENCE TYPE GROCERY STORES 

AND SERVICE STATIONS AND PROVIDING PROCEDURES FOR THE INCORPORATION 
OF SAID SECURITY CAMERA SYSTEMS INTO THE CITY’S EXISTING BLUE LIGHT 
CAMERA NETWORK – SAID ORDINANCE TO BE TITLED “CONNECT JXN – BLUE 

LIGHT SAFETY INITIATIVE”.  

WHEREAS, the City of Jackson (City) is tasked with protecting the health, welfare, and safety of 
its residents and visitors by ensuring the availability of crime free and safe convenience stores 
and gas stations within the City; and 

WHEREAS, the City deems it to be in the best interests of the health, safety, and welfare of its 
citizens, businesses, and visitors to provide safe environments for employees and patrons of 
convenience stores and gas stations located within the City; and 

WHEREAS, the governing authorities of the City fi nd that convenience stores and gas stations’ 
parking lots and fuel pumping areas may expose people to the risk of abductions, robberies, and 
other similar criminal acts; and 

WHEREAS, the governing authorities fi nd that convenience stores and gas stations are often 
the targets of robberies and/or attempted robberies, many of which occurrences have resulted 
in the death of a store employee and/or of a store patron; and 

WHEREAS, the governing authorities fi nd that insuffi cient security standards and protocols at 
convenience stores and gas stations are signifi cant threats to the health, safety, and well-being 
of citizens and visitors of the City; and 

WHEREAS, a study conducted by the United States Department of Justice, Community Ori-
ented Policing Services (COPS), has determined that there is a reduced level of fear amongst 
people who are aware they are under video surveillance, while also encouraging people to be 
more security conscious; and 

WHEREAS, the above study also concluded that security camera systems may deter criminal 
activity, especially such activity that takes a longer time to commit, as the potential offender runs 
a greater risk of capture; and 

WHEREAS, video surveillance cameras have proven to be an effective tool for law enforcement 
offi cers in the investigations of certain criminal activities and in the apprehension of criminal 
offenders; and 

WHEREAS, the governing authorities fi nd that certain security standards, including the instal-
lation of security cameras to monitor the parking lots/fueling areas and entrance/exit doors of 
convenience stores and gas stations, should both improve the solvability of crimes in those 
areas and deter and prevent future crimes; and 

WHEREAS, the threat posed to the City’s citizens, visitors, and business owners by criminal ac-
tions occurring at convenience stores and gas stations located in the City is very signifi cant and 
undermines the City’s economic health; and 

WHEREAS, by installing security cameras now, rather than after an incident takes place, owners 
of convenience stores and gas stations will not only protect their patrons and employees, but 
also help insulate themselves from potential civil liability and potentially incur lower insurance 
premiums; therefore 

NOW BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, 
AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Title. This Ordinance shall be titled “Connect JXN – Blue Light Safety Initiative.” 

Section 2. Recitals Adopted. The recitals set forth above are incorporated herein by this refer-
ence. 

Section 3. Defi nitions. For the purpose of this Ordinance, certain words, phrases, and terms 
used herein shall be interpreted as stated in this Section. Any word, phrase, or term not defi ned 
herein shall be defi ned as found in the City of Jackson Zoning Ordinance. If a word, phrase, or 
term is not defi ned in this Section and not found in the City of Jackson Zoning Ordinance, its 
ordinary accepted usage applies.  

(3.1) Convenience Type Grocery Store (found in Section 202.39 of the City of Jackson’s Zoning 
Ordinance): A store of not more than 3,000 square feet of retail sales area, not counting storage, 
which deals in grocery items of a convenience nature, and/or the sale of on-site prepared food 
items. The food items will be sold in edible containers, or in paper, plastic, or other disposable 
containers for off-premises consumption. This type of use is also commonly referred to as a 
“drive-in” grocery store with self-service gasoline pumps and may include an automated drive-
through car wash. 

(3.2) Service Station (found in Section 202.151 of the City of Jackson’s Zoning Ordinance): Any 
building, structure, or land used primarily for the dispensing, sale, or offering for sale at retail of 
any automotive fuels, oils, accessories, or other sundry items normally sold at service stations 
for the traveling public, but not including major repair work such as motor overhaul, body and 
fender repairs, or spray painting. 

Section 4. Digital Security Camera Systems in Convenience Type Grocery Stores And Service 
Stations. 

(4.1) Findings. The Jackson City Council fi nds that requiring the installation of digital security 
cameras to monitor convenience type grocery stores and service stations’ fueling areas/parking 
lots and entranceways/exits to be in the best interests of the City of Jackson in that it will help 
protect the City’s citizens, visitors, and business employees from abductions, robberies, and 
other similar criminal acts and will assist local authorities in the apprehension of the perpetrators 
of such crimes. The City Council also fi nds that the requirement of the installation of a digital 
security camera system is not unreasonable or overly burdensome for local business owners, 
as most convenience type grocery stores and service stations already have functioning digital 
security camera systems.  

The City Council further fi nds that the installation and use of such digital cameras will act as a 
deterrent to future crimes. Further, the requirement that said digital security camera systems 
be connected to the City’s “Blue Light Camera Network” will aid in protecting the health and 
safety of the City’s citizens, visitors, and business employees by bolstering the Jackson Police 
Department’s ability to respond to emergency situations quickly and safely by having access to 
real-time video footage of the location. Further, the “Blue Light Camera Network” ensures that 
video footage is stored safely encrypted in the “cloud” and will be easily accessible and quickly 
retrievable so that the City is able to investigate and more quickly and safely apprehend criminal 
suspects.  

The City Council fi nds that such a system will also have the effect of greatly reducing police 
department labor-hours, thereby allowing those city funds to be spent elsewhere on things such 
as hiring new police offi cers and purchasing new equipment, that have been traditionally spent, 
after a crime has been committed at such a business, in contacting these businesses and at-
tempting to coordinate a time to travel to the business to gain access to the camera system for 
the search and retrieval of video footage. 

Finally, the City Council fi nds that this digital camera security system requirement will also greatly 
benefi t the owners of convenience type grocery stores and service stations by increasing the 
number of customers, by assisting with lowering the number of people loitering on the premises, 
by protecting the business’s employees, by greatly reducing the business’s possible exposure to 
civil liability, and by possibly lowering liability insurance premiums. 

(4.2) Intent. It is the City Council’s intent to require all convenience type grocery stores and 
service stations located within the City of Jackon to install and properly maintain a digital security 
camera system that, at a minimum, provides video coverage of the fueling area/parking lot and 
the entry/exit to the building using a separate digital camera to cover each location. The digital 
cameras and resulting video footage should be of such a quality to enable the identifi cation and 
distinguishing characteristics of people and vehicles located on the premises.  

Convenience type grocery store and service station owners are required to purchase and install 
these digital security cameras and/or to ensure that the already existing digital security cameras 
can connect to the internet and that they meet the minimum requirements of this Ordinance 
(such as image quality requirements and location requirements). 

The City Council further intends that all such digital security camera systems that are to be 
installed pursuant to this Ordinance (and all such digital security camera systems that have 
already been installed that meet the minimum requirements of this Ordinance) be incorporated 

into the City’s “Blue Light Camera Network.”  

The City Council intends for the owners of convenience type grocery stores and service stations 
to contact the City’s Department of Planning and Development and complete an application and 
arrange payment for the networking gear that is required for connecting to the “Blue Light Cam-
era Network.” This equipment will be installed by the City or its designee. All such businesses 
should have a date scheduled for installation of the equipment within one hundred and twenty 
(120) days of passage of this Ordinance.  

The City Council intends that the City’s Department of Planning and Development will have the 
authority to enforce compliance with this Ordinance through whatever administrative measures 
and means that Department deems necessary, including, but not limited to the following: the 
requirement that convenience type grocery stores and service stations provide proof that they 
have complied with this Ordinance during their application for a yearly business license; adding 
the requirement for these security camera systems to the permits that must be obtained during 
the new construction/remodel of these types of businesses; and the possibility of the imposition 
of monetary fi nes for failing to comply. 

The City Council intends that the City will provide signage, at no cost to the business, that states 
that the area is under video surveillance and that the cameras are a part of the City’s “Blue Light 
Camera Network.” These signs will be required to be installed in an area that is easily viewable 
and prominent. Further, as part of the store’s payment for the networking equipment, each store 
will receive an actual blue light device that visually alerts customers and any potential criminal 
actors that the area is being monitored and that video is being taken and stored. 

(4.3) Required Digital Security Camera System for Convenience Type Grocery Stores and Ser-
vice Stations.  

(a) Every convenience type grocery store and service station shall install, maintain, and operate 
a digital security camera system capable of connecting to the internet that produces easily re-
trievable digital video fi les that are of such quality as to make the distinguishing characteristics of 
patrons and vehicles easily identifi able, whether recorded during the day or at night, and storing 
them in such a way as to allow for the uploading of the video footage to the “Blue Light Camera 
Network’s” cloud storage. For purposes of compliance with this ordinance, this requirement is 
the duty and obligation of the developer, owner, and/or lessor of the real property on which the 
convenience store and/or service station is located. 

(b) The digital security camera system must be capable of identifying and distinguishing all ve-
hicles entering and leaving the parking area/lot(s), identifying all vehicles making use of gasoline 
fuel pumps, and identifying all individuals entering and exiting the establishment. This will require 
the installation of a minimum of two digital security cameras covering the parking lot/fuel pumps 
and the entry/exit of the business. 

(c) Specifi cations of the digital security camera system shall be: 

(1) Camera: Digital cameras must be able to produce videos and images capable of identifying 
and distinguishing all vehicles entering and leaving the parking area/lot(s), identifying all vehicles 
making use of gasoline fuel pumps, and identifying all individuals entering and exiting the estab-
lishment, whether recorded during the day or at night. 

(2) Video Resolution: All video recordings must have a resolution that is suffi cient for identifying 
and distinguishing all vehicles entering and leaving the parking area/lot(s), identifying all vehicles 
making use of gasoline fuel pumps, and identifying all individuals entering and exiting the estab-
lishment, whether recorded during the day or at night. 

(3) Recording Capability: All videos must be stored in such a way that they can be quickly up-
loaded to the “Blue Light Camera Network’s” cloud storage. After the video fi les have been 
uploaded to cloud storage, business owners are then free to delete any video fi les still stored on 
their local security camera system. 

(d) Recording Duration: every convenience type grocery store and service station covered by 
this ordinance shall operate its digital security camera system twenty-four hours per day. 

(4.4) Implementation Schedule. Every convenience type grocery store and service station cov-
ered by this ordinance shall have a compliant digital security camera system installed and a date 
scheduled for the City, or its designee, to install the required networking equipment within one 
hundred and twenty (120) days of passage of this Ordinance. However, the imposition of any 
monetary fi nes and/or other penalties that might be created by the City’s Department of Plan-
ning and Development for failing to comply with this Ordinance shall not begin being assessed 
until January 1st of 2025. Convenience type grocery stores and service stations covered by this 
Ordinance that begin operations after the effective date of this ordinance shall comply with the 
requirements of this ordinance prior to the commencement of operations and shall comply with 
any and all requirements established by the City’s Department of Planning and Development. 

(4.5) Signage Requirement. Every convenience type grocery store and service station covered 
by this ordinance will be provided with a sign from the City that gives notice that the area is under 
twenty-four-hour video monitoring and gives notice that the security cameras are connected to 
the City’s “Blue Light Camera Network.” This sign shall be posted in an area that is clearly visible 
and prominent. 

(4.6) Permitting Fees Waived. The City shall waive all building permit fees associated with the 
initial implementation of this ordinance upon the permitting and installation of a complaint digital 
security camera system connected to the City’s “Blue Light Camera Network.” 

(4.7) Exceptions. It shall not be a violation of this Ordinance if the security camera system is 
inoperable because of an act of God, including, but not limited to, weather conditions, if the 
security camera system is restored to operational capacity as soon as is reasonably possible.  

Section 5. Penalties. The City’s Department of Planning and Development shall be responsible 
for creating and enforcing any monetary and/or other penalties associated with failing to comply 
with this Ordinance. Any such penalties shall be published and made available to the public. 
All penalties created pursuant to this Ordinance shall be subject to an appeal and any and all 
persons/entities penalized under this Ordinance shall have the absolute right to an appeal. The 
City’s Department of Planning and Development shall be responsible for establishing these ap-
peal procedures. 

Section 6. Severability. The provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable, and if 
any section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance shall, for any reason, be held to 
be invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining sec-
tions, sentences, clauses, and phrases of this ordinance but they shall remain in effect, it being 
the legislative intent that this ordinance shall stand notwithstanding the invalidity of any part. 
Specifi cally, should the requirement that all security cameras covered under this Ordinance be 
connected to the City’s “Blue Light Camera Network” be found to be in violation of state and/
or federal rules, laws, or regulations, or be found to violate either the Mississippi Constitution or 
the United States Constitution, it is the legislative intent that said requirement be stricken from 
this Ordinance without affecting the validity of the remaining sections, sentences, clauses, and 
phrases of this Ordinance. 

Section 7. Confl icts. All Ordinances in confl ict with this Ordinance are repealed only to the extent 
of such confl ict. 

Section 8. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days from and after adop-
tion. 

Vice President Lee moved adoption; Council Member Hartley seconded. 

Yeas – Banks, Foote, Grizzell, Hartley, Lee, Lindsay and Stokes.   
Nays – None. 
Absent – None. 

ATTEST: 
Angela Harris 
Municipal Clerk 

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualifi ed Municipal Clerk and lawful custodian of records and 
seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an 
Order passed by the City Council at its Regular Council Meeting April 23, 2024 and recorded in 
Minute Book “6Z, Pgs. 123-127”. 

WITNESS my signature and offi cial seal of offi ce, this the 31st day of May, 2024. 

          SEAL                                           Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk 
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ORDINANCE PROHIBITING BLOCKED RAILROAD CROSSINGS IN THE CITYOF 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.  

WHEREAS, the City of Jackson, Mississippi, recognizes the serious safety hazards posed 
by blocked railroad crossings, including the potential for frustrated individuals to attempt dan-
gerous maneuvers between stopped railcars and hindrance to emergency services’ access 
to individuals and hospitals; and 

WHEREAS, the federal railroad administration acknowledges the authority of local com-
munities to address the issue of blocked crossings through regulations at the state or local 
level; and 

 WHEREAS, it is imperative for the city council of Jackson, Mississippi, to take proactive 
measures to ensure the safety and well-being of its residents and visitors; 

NOW, therefore, be it ordained by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi: 

SECTION 1: DEFINITIONS 

Blocked Railroad Crossing: any instance where a stationary train impedes the fl ow of motor 
vehicle or pedestrian traffi c at a railroad crossing for a duration exceeding 5 minutes. 

Section 2: Prohibition of Blocked Railroad Crossings 

It shall be unlawful for any railroad conductor or operator to permit a blocked railroad cross-
ing within the city limits of Jackson, Mississippi, for a duration exceeding 5 minutes, except 
in cases of emergency or operational necessity, as actively determined by Jackson Police 
Department, Jackson Fire department, and the Department of Public Works. 

Section 3: Movement of Transitioning Trains 

Trains transitioning from stationary status shall move no less than 100 feet before becoming 
stationary again, unless circumstances beyond the control of the railroad company or opera-
tor necessitate a shorter distance, as actively determined by Jackson Police Department, 
Jackson Fire Department, and the Department of Public Works. 

Railroad conductors or operators shall immediately contact the Jackson’s chief of police, fi re 
chief, and public works director (or appointee) to notify each of the necessity transition the 
train to stationary status longer than 5 minutes. 

Section 4: Penalties for Violation 

Any railroad conductor or operator found to be in violation of this ordinance shall be subject 
to arrest and incarceration for a period of 15 consecutive days. 

Additionally, violators shall be fi ned $1,000 for each occurrence of a blocked railroad cross-
ing exceeding the prescribed time limit. 

Section 4: Enforcement 

The Jackson Police Department and other relevant city authorities are hereby authorized to 
enforce the provisions of this ordinance. 

Upon receiving a report of a blocked railroad crossing, law enforcement offi cers shall 
promptly respond to the scene and take appropriate action to ensure compliance with this 
ordinance. 

Section 5: Notifi cation requirements 

Railroad companies or operators shall be required to promptly notify the Jackson Police 
Department, Jackson Fire Department, and the Department of Public Works in the event of 
a blocked railroad crossing lasting longer than 5 minutes. 

Section 6: Severability 

If any provision of this ordinance or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is 
held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of the ordinance 
that can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end, the provi-
sions of this ordinance are declared to be severable. 

Section 7: Effective Date 

This ordinance shall take effect immediately after its passage and publication as required 
by law. 

Section 8: Repeal of Confl icting Ordinances 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in confl ict with the provisions of this ordinance are 
hereby repealed to the extent of such confl ict. 

Council Member Grizzell moved adoption; Vice President Lee seconded. 

Yeas – Banks, Foote, Grizzell, Hartley, Lee, Lindsay and Stokes.   
Nays – None. 
Absent – None. 

ATTEST: 
Angela Harris 
Municipal Clerk 

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualifi ed Municipal Clerk and lawful custodian of records 
and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is a true and exact 
copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its Regular Council Meeting April 23, 2024 
and recorded in Minute Book “6Z, Pgs.198-199”. 

WITNESS my signature and offi cial seal of offi ce, this the 31st day of May, 2024. 

SEAL                                           Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk 

6/6/2024
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Advertisement for
RFP 2024-22

Online and Blended Virtual Learning

Electronic RFP proposals for the above RFP will be received by the Board of Trustees of the 
Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, 
Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time), Tuesday, June 18, 2024, at which time 
and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the 
right to reject all RFPs, waive informalities, and withhold the acceptance of any RFP if ap-
proved forty-fi ve calendar days from the date RFPs are opened.

There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Download from Central 
Bidding website at www.centralbidding.com for a small fee of $49.99 or visit JPSD website at 
www.jackson.k12.ms.us and download. Vendors must be registered with Central Bidding in 
order to electronically upload RFPs proposals at no cost. For any questions concerning the 
process, or how to register, please contact Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 9:59 a.m. 
(local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be delivered to JPSD 
Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

Also, until further notice, all opening will be recorded and uploaded to the JPSD web site 
at https://www.youtube.com/jpsitv for public viewing due to covid 19. Vendors will not be 
allowed to sit in on the bid openings.

5/30/2024, 6/6/2024



 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
J & A FUEL STORES
3249 Medgar Evers  Blvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS 
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

Sudoku Solution

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange
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Bobby Rush Boulevard
Re-naming Ceremony Ellis Ave. from I-20 to Capital St  •  Jackson, MS  •  May 29, 2024

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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Friends, family, musicians, local leaders, fans and 
the community gathered for the unveiling of the Bobby 
Rush Blvd. street sign. Rush thanked the crowd for 
attending and supporting him through the years. “God 
has given me the mind to do the things I have done. The 
blues is what I do, what I live and what I sing,” said the 
3x Grammy Award winner.



Hinds County School District Weekly Update
ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE

2024 5th GRADE SNEAKER BALL - GRI
Ashley Harris Hoskins and the Gary Road Intermediate School hosted a Sneaker Ball for 5th grade 
students. The students dressed in their best and showed off their sneaker wear for this fun event. 

1st YEAR OF SUCCESS
The Curriculum Department of Hinds County School District acknowledged and recognized 
teachers who are a part of their New Teacher Network mentoring program. To show gratitude for 
their dedication and commitment, they were presented a certificate and lunch for participating in 
this program throughout the year. The activities for this program were support by one of the MPE 
Administrator Grants.
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