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Judah School of Performing
Arts glitters and dances
into Christmas 2023

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer

Judah School of Performing
Arts cultivates students’ artistic
gifts and talents in a Christian
environment and channels their
artistic expression to glorify
God. Generations are revived
through the arts as a result of
these efforts. Multiple genres
of the arts, for ages 18 months-
adults, include ballet, jazz,
modern  tumbling/acrobatics,
piano and more.

Amidst an overflowing crowd
of more than 700, the school
held its annual Christmas pro-
gram at Madison Central High
School (1417 Highland Colony
Pkwy) at 2 p.m. Saturday, De-
cember 9, 2023. In adherence
to the theme, “Tis the Sea-
son Christmas Spectacular,”
the musical recital featured a
number of tunes that made the
performers crowd pleasers.
Dressed in glittering costumes
that reflected Christmastime,
they held the audience captive
with each tune that highlighted
their strides.

Each act was encompassed
with excellence, pride and
grace. From time to time the
crowd could not resist the temp-
tation to nod their heads and
rock their bodies. Additionally,
the elements of exuberance
lifted the crowd to their feet
amidst thunderous applauds.

Monica Jones, the school’s
director, noted: “The students

Some jubilant dancers posing after the show.

worked rigorously since Au-
gust and trained in ballet, jazz,
tap, acro and hip hop. Over
100 students participated from
Hinds, Madison, Rankin and
Holmes Counties.” The direc-
tor further commented that she
and her team were pleased with
the “projected” turnout.
Approximately 50% of the
children in Judah School of
Performing Arts were enrolled
this year. Many new enrollees

came as a result of witness-
ing past performances by the
school, print advertisement and
word of mouth.

The enrollees are excited
about opportunities provided by
the school. Parents and grand-
parents expressed pleasure with
the school’s persistence in get-
ting the students to perform as
they do. Many said that their
firsthand witnesses of several
performances encouraged them

PHOTOS BY JANICE NEAL VINCENT

to tell others about the opportu-
nities that have been provided
for their loved ones.

Here, for instance, is what
a grandparent couple said: “It
was good and I enjoyed it. |
will come back again on anoth-
er occasion (Lula Easterling).”

“It was wonderful. When [our
granddaughter] Jamie started,
she progressed every year. I en-

Judah
Continued on page 3

PART 2
Discrimination

in U.S. Department
of Agriculture against
black farmers

By Christopher Young
Contributing Writer

Dr. Willie P. Taylor providing community outreach in Moorhead,
MS. PHOTO COURTESY OF DR. TAYLOR

manager for ACTS Agricul-
tural Consultant and Technol-

In Part 1 of this article The
Mississippi  Link newspaper
told the full story of the nearly
100-year history of the decline
of black farming in America,
rife with discrimination by the
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture.

January 13, 2024, is the
most recent deadline for black
farmers to apply for the $2.2
billion Discrimination Fi-
nancial Assistance Program
(DFAP).

In Part 2 of this article, we
will highlight interviews with
Reverend Dr. Willie P. Tay-
lor, pastor of King of Kings
Christian Center in Vicksburg
and the Honorable Mike Espy
— experts in all thing’s agricul-
ture, farming and ranching.

Dr. Taylor is the Missis-
sippi director of Outreach
for the DFAP and a project

ogy Services. In this capacity
he reports to the Gainesville
Technology Entrepreneurship
Center in Florida, who is in
turn accountable to The Wind-
sor Group, LLC, who has been
contracted by USDA to ad-
minister DFAP for Region 2.
There are a total of four
regions covering all states,
commonwealths and territo-
ries. Taylor has a regional of-
fice in Okolona, MS with four
employees. He has nearly 40
years’ experience working
with USDA in various capaci-
ties. In the seventeen months at
the helm of Mississippi DFAP,
direct outreach numbers ex-
ceed 5,000 black farmers and
for those seeking information,
he has received over 1,700 ap-
plications. He can be reached

Farmers
Continued on page 3

WMPR’s ‘Mr. Sock It to You,” Randy ‘Wild Man’
Brown completes degree started 48 years ago

Internship at The Mississippi Link newspaper and We Believe Digital Broadcast Streaming Network amongst final coursework

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

The man known to some as
‘Mr. Sock It to You’ and others
as Randy ‘Wild Man’ Brown, is
really Rander Phillip Adams, a
2023 graduate of Jackson State
University.

Adams received his Bachelor
of Science Degree in Journal-
ism and Media Studies from
Jackson State University De-
cember 8, 2023, fulfilling a
dream he started in 1975.

In a Facebook post he stated,
“I thank my wife Janice D. Ad-
ams, “Miz Wild” for keeping
my eyes and energy focused
on the goal. I thank God for
picking me up and carrying me
through this valley as always.”

Adams, a 1971 graduate of
Lanier High School in Jackson
shared some of his journey in
an interview with The Missis-
sippi Link. The first question
being, how did you get the
names Randy ‘Wild Man’ Jones
and Mr. ““Sock It to You’?

degree received Dec. 8

Adams said while at Lani-
er high school, on what was
considered Tacky Dress-Up
Day, he cut his mother’s bed
spread in half and made a pon-
cho and wore a really big wild
afro. His classmates called him
Randy Wild Man Jones and the
name stuck. He gave himself
the name ‘Mr. Sock It to You’
working in the radio industry.

After receiving his high

Rander Phillips Adams, 70 proudly holds

President Thompson shakes hands with Adams.

school degree, Adams enrolled
at Tougaloo College having
received a full choral music

scholarship; however, after
two years he moved to Detroit,
Michigan.

In 1975 he returned to Jack-
son and enrolled at Jackson
State University. After complet-
ing his junior year, he dropped
out, and started a 45-year ca-
reer in commercial radio.

Throughout the years, Adams
continued his dream of obtain-
ing a college degree. While still
working, in 1986, he returned
to JSU but told The Link, “1
bombed out. After just one
year, I bombed out.”

It was in 2021 that Adams
once again enrolled at JSU. “I
went non-stop until the sum-
mer of 2023,” he said. After the
summer break, he registered for

the fall semester. He only had
a couple more classes to take,
one being an internship class
where one of the requirements
for graduation was to work
with a company in his chosen
field of journalism. He was get-
ting excited and could see the
end result. After working for
over 45 years as an on air per-
sonality, Adams could visualize
getting his college career, in a
field he had already been work-
ing in.

He spent his final semester
working with The Mississippi
Link newspaper and We Be-
lieve Digital Broadcast, both
in the same building, located
on Livingston Road in Jackson,
MS.

He said, “I turned 70 years
old on Thanksgiving Day and
I finally got my degree De-
cember 8. Adams received a
Bachelor of Science Degree in
Journalism and Media Studies,
presented to him by the new
Jackson State University Presi-

dent, Dr. Marcus L. Thompson.
As his internship ended,
Adams wrote in his daily di-
ary, “The Mississippi Link, in
combination with We Believe
Digital Broadcast Network, has
proven enlightening and essen-
tial to the development of my
intellectual skills. It has pro-
vided me with requisite insight
to enter a modern-day media
field, where the sky is the limit
to that which one can achieve,
when you allow your imagina-
tion and vision to exceed your
comfort zone. I wholeheartedly
thank We Believe Digital CEO
Socrates Garrett, The Missis-
sippi Link Publisher Jacquelyn
Hampton, JSU Interim JMS
chair, Professor Don Spann,
Chelsea Thomas and Pertis
Williams of We Believe Digi-
tal, and many others who pro-
vided their support through this
process to finish the job. I hope
and pray this internship creates
an indelible relationship be-
tween all exhibited herein.”
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The Beloved Community Ward 2 Dine & Dialogue

Deep investment in listening to Ward 2 community takes center stage at Callaway High

By Christopher Young
Contributing Writer

fair or poor. 50% responded that the arts,  Pilot Project partners for their dedication
- ey : e @~ =1 culture and entertainment in Ward 2 was  and the evening’s presentation and indi-

The City of Jackson Beloved Commu- W 7 ' = 2 Lo £ poor; that parks and other recreational ac-  cated that she had learned a lot about her
nity Pilot Project, with all their partners, b Z N e Y 4 i 3 tivities are lacking. Ward just from listening. She added that
brought about a Ward 2 Community Sur- ey » s N ' Y 4 With only two grocery stores in Ward  all the Ward 2 schools are now A and B
vey, whose results became the center- [ ik 2 ' 2, it is a fresh food desert and lacks easy  except for one school at a D — Kirksey
piece of this event. The gathering, just shy = At { . e | P 2Ny access to regional services. A good edu- Middle. She also pointed out that since
of 100 residents at Callaway High School, ' . S | . cation is often a pathway out of poverty. the survey data was taken, both grocery
from 6-8 p.m. on December 7, 2023, got Okolo R?Shl.d AMMC fo.under ; ; 82% did not have children attendin stores in Ward 2 are closed.

vec 9> 80 Jnd David Bickham. Bickham  Youth member, The Sabrina Howard with the : g

much more. By viewing the 15-minute- Innovation Catalyst; LLC Beloved Community ‘live’ painting she did school in Ward 2 Schqol closures qft'en Attendees were the'n asked for feed-
long video, narrated by Dr. Sandra Mel-  pyot0s BY CHRIS YOUNG Pilot Project during the evening. worsen segregation, neighborhood disin-  back on the presentation and eventually
vin, they got to see up close and person- vestment and gentrification. 20% of Ward  moved into small groups that focused on
ally that people in Ward 2 are not invisible  the real guests of honor — the residents of ~ diversity and human rights. The analysis 2 has income of $50k or greater per Cen-  the headings of poverty, education, polic-
and they surely have a voice. Ward 2: their inputs to the survey, and re-  was divided into four parts: demographic  sus data, this is relevant because three of  ing/public safety, civil/human rights. en-

The list of partners on this project in-  quests for their further comments, ques-  profile, quality of life in Ward 2, quality  the seven schools in Ward 2 are rated C  vironmental health, housing, infrastruc-
cludes City of Jackson, International tions, ideas and involvement. of life in the City of Jackson, community or D, suggesting that access to quality ture and access to food/nutrition — then
Museum of Muslim Cultures (IMMC), Dr. Sandra Melvin, owner of Global engagement and participation. education is limited even when income is  returned to share thoughts and ideas with
Tougaloo College, Waggoner Engineer- Health Solutions, LLC, reported on the There were 410 surveys received. The  controllable. 42% of respondents rated the  the full gathering.
ing, St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church, data contained in the Ward 2 Commu- survey was 40 questions — which took an  criminal justice system in Ward 2 as poor, Throughout the two-hours, Jackson
Masjid Muhammad Islamic Complex, nity Survey, accompanied by her expert average of 15 minutes to complete. Most  and 32% rated it as fair. artist, creator and visionary Sabrina How-
Working Together Jackson and People’s  analysis. Key data includes: respondents were 45 and older, black and Melvin closed out her presentation ask-  ard was off to the side of the room doing a
Advocacy Institute. The evening began Ward 2’s population is 21,584, with a  female. 90% lived in Ward 2. The analy- ing, where do we go from here? live painting. Her canvas was blank as the
with prayer and ended with a to-go box median income of $34,523. The commu- sis did not include those who did not live She suggested: event began, yet an hour and forty min-
of delicious food provided by TchatAfrika nity is predominantly African American in Ward 2. Forming partnerships with faith-based utes later she emerged with her rendering
Cuisine. and female, 51% are high school gradu- Ward 2 was found to have a good cross-  organizations in Ward 2 to address gaps of The Beloved Community, incorporat-

Okolo Rashid and David Bickham ates, 16% have a bachelor’s degree, and  section of businesses, faith-based orga- in availability of resources such as food, ing the themes of change and justice.
spoke in depth about The Beloved Com-  30% hold a master’s degree. Two point nizations, community resource centers, childcare, tutoring and mentorship. Cre- Howard shared, “Justice is usually
munity Project against a backdrop of four to 35.6% of residents had incomes schools and healthcare facilities. Critical — ating mentorship opportunities for youth, viewed by the weight of the evidence
principles of human dignity and commu- below the poverty level in the past areas of concern for over 70% of respon-  which could impact future economic suc- — but the hummingbird is practically
nity. Amandla Abdul-Tawwab provided 12-months. The percentage of children dents were: housing, education, environ-  cess and could reduce brain drain. weightless, but it is heavy in what it can
a presentation of Our Vision & Mission. less than 18 years living below the pov- mental health, policing, public safety, Building trust between law enforce- accomplish — and somewhat like faith
Ikhlas Muhammed shared a live perfor- erty level is 51.9% — for 60 and older the = poverty and civil rights. Over 50% of re- ment and the community to include hu-  which can’t be seen yet is powerful and
mance of her poetry, sung a Capela. Sa-  levels are 9.9 to 54.9%. spondents said that local and state leader- man dignity as part of any strategies to can bring about change.”” Her painting
vannah Willis, an organizer with Work- The survey used the social justice ship in Ward 2 was poor. 72% of survey  improve the Ward. (above) will be displayed at International
ing Together Jackson, teed up the Ward 2  model, with the five principles of: ac- respondents ranked economic develop- Ward 2 Council member Angelique Museum of Muslim Cultures, 201 E. Pas-
Community Survey, drawing attention to  cess to resources, equity, participation, ment and business entreprencurship as Lee thanked The Beloved Community cagoula Street in Jackson.
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Farmers

Judah

Continued from page 1

at 601 966-2822.

Taylor spoke in detail about
the 40-page application and his
approach to outreach. He empha-
sized the need to document a basis
of discrimination, the racial ineq-
uity in USDA Farm Loan Program
interest rates over time, and what
could be called “systemic failure”
that allowed the inequities.

“These farmers must come out
to apply; the focus of our outreach not only responds
to farmers seeking information, but we seek them out
as well — every community has a voice, and if we can
find that one person, then others can get the help that
is needed. The key is trust. With anything connected to
USDA in Mississippi — there’s a long history of mis-
trust. People know my name, and that means a lot in
Mississippi, and I’'m honest and so people will talk to
me and that opens the door that has led to even greater
outreach. I ride on a horse called Favor — I speak the
language of the black farmer because I have boots on
the ground, I know the struggles, I know the issues —
that’s why I fulfill this assignment.”

In addition to scores of statewide outreach activi-
ties for the DFAP, there are big things happening at
HBCUs in Mississippi. The Reuben V. Anderson In-
stitute for Social Justice at Tougaloo College, in part-
nership with the Socially Disadvantaged Farmers and
Ranchers Policy Center at Alcorn State University,
announced the launch of a comprehensive grassroots
leadership development initiative aimed at addressing
economic development in the Mississippi Delta.

The Bennie G. Thompson Delta Leadership Initia-
tive is designed to accelerate the development of so-
cially disadvantaged black and indigenous grassroots
community leaders living in Mississippi’s 2nd Con-
gressional District, with innovative and promising
sustainable solutions in areas, including sustainable
food systems training, social enterprise development
models and workforce transportation.

In October 2023, Jackson State University received
a $10 million grant from the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture. These funds will help fuel The Gateways to
a Greener Jackson, an initiative led by JSU to engage
and employ community partners in the completion of
projects that enhance equitable access to tree canopy,
reduce stormwater runoff and implement and main-
tain green spaces in underrepresented communities,
and will collaborate with the cities of Jackson, Rolling

&
Mike Espy

Continued from page 1

Fork, Vicksburg and Greenville, Mississippi.

The current Secretary of “The People’s Depart-
ment,” is the 32nd in their history. Twenty-four white
male secretaries preceded Secretary Mike Espy, who
served from Jan 22, 1993-Dec 31, 1994. The five that
followed him have been white; one a woman.

Former U.S. Congressman from Mississippi’s 2nd
District and Secretary of Agriculture, Mike Espy, sat
down with The Mississippi Link newspaper to discuss
the DFAP and broader farming picture.

In sharing about the $2.2 billion DFAP, he said,
“This DFAP program is more complicated than any of
the previous ones. It’s 40 pages long, and the deadline
was extended because USDA received a lot of opposi-
tion that had merit, and they have regional adminis-
trators that were selected, and there is some distrust
going on. The demographics, administrators selected,
and the complexity of the application process have led
to more delay and hopefully they will correct it.”

When asked — in considering the deep impact of
USDA’s discrimination against black farmers — does
the DFAP program do enough? Espy replied, “No way.
With the historic nature of discrimination — you can’t
calculate the wealth that was lost over the decades.
$2.2 billion can never cover it, just like Pigford Two;
$1.3 billion can’t cover it. The land loss, the genera-
tions that received no benefit, the legacy cost of land
being taken, loans not being given — there’s no way,
it’s unimaginable. What they have to do is be more
equitable now.”

When asked — what counsel would you have today,
knowing everything that has gone on, for those that
want to carry on the family farming legacy — what
would you whisper in their ear if you could? Espy re-
plied, “Export, export, export. This country is so abun-
dantly productive that we must export two-thirds of
what we produce...that’s where the money is.”

Espy continued, “I was just appointed to the Export-
Import Bank of the United States, I'm on their Advi-
sory Board. They have programs that will underwrite
and guarantee financing to export production and pro-
duce overseas. I would also say take advantage of all
the USDA programs available — technology, technical
advice and markets.”

Espy also reminded us that earlier this year the
USDA reintroduced a partnership, the USDA/1890
Scholars Program, aimed at producing more minority
scholars of agriculture science.

More information can be found at https://www.usda.
gov/youth/scholarships.

We power life.

Turn excess energy
into monthly credits

At Entergy Mississippi, we're committed to a cleaner and more reliable energy future, and
we’re proud to offer net metering to registered solar users who feel the same.

Net metering allows our customers to receive monthly bill credits for excess solar energy
sent back to the grid. Simply download the application to see if you qualify — it’s that easy.

Learn more at entergy.com/brightfuturems

A message from Entergy Mississippi, LLC ©2023 Entergy Services, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

joy the productions more and more.”

Judah School of Performing Arts has
been in existence since 2016.

It is located in The Odyssey Shopping
Plaza, 731 S. Pear Orchard Road, Suite 30,

Dancers demonstrate the wonderment of
Christmas

Dancers striding to Hallelujah Good Time

in Ridgeland, Miss.
The school is now enrolling for the win-
ter semester.

To register, go to www.judahschool.com
or call 769 257-0330.

Little dancers reflect angelic rhythms as
Christmas cheers.

In Remembrance

Larry Donnell Turner
April 2, 1956 — December 10, 2023

Turner
PHOTO COURTESY OF JAY JOHNSON

Larry Donnell Turner was
born in Jackson, Mississippi,
on April 2, 1956. Following a
brief illness, Larry gained his
heavenly wings on December
10, 2023, surrounded by loved
ones.

Larry was the third child born
to David and Lizzie McPherson
Turner. Both parents preceded
him in death. He accepted Christ
as his Savior, was baptized, and
grew up in the Mt. Nebo Bap-
tist Church (Jackson, MS). He
attended Farish Street Baptist
Church and Anderson United
Methodist Church (Jackson,
MS) and maintained associ-
ate memberships in churches
whenever he resided outside of
the State of Mississippi.

Larry was a product of Jack-
son Public Schools, graduating
from Jim Hill High during the
height of desegregation in Mis-
sissippi. After graduating high
school, he accepted a schol-
arship to Tougaloo College,
where he majored in chemistry
and was initiated into the Phi
Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc.

Larry transferred to the Uni-
versity of Mississippi, where he
received his bachelor’s degree
in forensic chemistry. He began
his coveted career as a foren-
sic scientist at the Mississippi
Crime Lab in Jackson, Missis-
sippi.

He received additional edu-
cation and training at the United
States Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation Academy in Quantico,
Virginia.

After graduating, Larry mar-

ried Cheryl Weakley, his col-
lege sweetheart at Ole Miss.
Their union produced one son,
Jared Weakley Turner, whom he
loved dearly.

During his 26-year career as
a forensic scientist, Larry ex-
celled in the crime laboratories
in four (4) states, including San
Diego, California, Nashville,
Tennessee, and as the director
of the Crime Laboratories in
Jackson, Mississippi and San
Jose, California.

Accepted as a certified expert
in courts throughout the United
States, Larry helped solve and
provide expert testimony in
criminal cases involving mur-
der, rape, illegal drugs, blood
serology, DUIs and personal
injury cases. He was also em-
ployed as a college professor in
Scottsdale, Arizona, where he
taught the theories and practical
applications of forensic science
to students and other profes-
sionals. Larry broke barriers
in forensic science and paved
the way for the many African
Americans in Mississippi and
across the nation who would
follow in his footsteps.

A renowned speaker, author
and professional entrepreneur,
Larry wrote and published “Vi-
cious Cycles” in 2013 under the
pen name of ‘L. Donnell’. He
also made appearances on three
television shows where they
highlighted cases that he helped
solve: “The New Detectives,”
“America Most Wanted” and
“The FBI Files.”

Larry is survived by his son,
Jared (Sharonda) Turner and
grandchildren Kaylen McKen-
zie Turner and Jared Ian Turner,
II of Jackson, MS. He is also
survived by his siblings, Judge
Tomie Green of Jackson, MS,
David (Rebecca) Turner of
Henderson, NV, and Dr. Briget-
ta Kay Turner of Jackson, MS.
A beloved friend Linda John-
son and a host of loving nieces,
nephews, aunts, uncles, cousins
and friends remember him.

Memorial services will be
held December 17, 2023 at
3 p.m. at Westhaven Funeral
Home Chapel, 3580 Robinson
Rd., Jackson, MS
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Greater Mount Calvary Church
Annual Gospel Choir Concert

Greater Mount Calvary Baptist Church, pastored by Rev.
John E. Cameron, Sr., held its annual Gospel Choir Concert
Sunday, Dec. 10 at 11 a.m. The theme was “No Ordinary Wor-
ship.” <V

The minister of music is Dowell G. Taylor and choir director r
is Jan Taylor Ellis at Greater Mount Calvary.

Serving as Master and Mistress of Ceremonies were Deacon
Jesse and Deaconess Judy Thompson. Guest speaker for the oc-
casion was Dr. Larry Jointer, pastor of St. James M .B. Church
in Brookhaven, MS

wrd
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Mississippi State Hospital
announces Christmas
parade winners 2023

Special to the Mississippi Link

Mississippi State Hospital’s annual
Christmas Parade rolled through their
campus Friday, December 1 at 10 a.m.
Combining a movie and decades idea,
this year’s theme was “Top Movies
from 1960 to 2010.”

Participants were asked to decorate
a float with movie themes such as
Jurassic Park, Avatar, Jaws, Cleopa-
tra, Ghostbusters, 9 to 5, Grease, Up,
Who Framed Roger Rabbit, Finding
Nemo, Batman, Men in Black, The
Love Bug, Shrek, Spiderman, Cars,
The Lion King and Pirates of the Ca-
ribbean.

More than 20 floats and walking
groups hit the streets as they kicked
off the 2023 Christmas season for
patients and residents. There were no
actual Christmas movies permitted,
but each entry had been encouraged
to add a Christmas twist.

Sheila Shows, Volunteer Services
director stated, “We are so thankful
for the Jim Hill High School Band
for participating in this year’s parade.
They are long-time volunteers and
provided the live band energy that ev-
ery parade needs.”

Friends of Mississippi State Hospi-
tal board members served as parade
judges. The awards were presented as
follows:

Most Magical Award: Batman

Christmas Star Award: Jurassic
Park

Holiday Spirit Award: Up

Tin Soldier Award: Pirates of the
Caribbean

Christmas Joy Award: Cleopatra

Best Christmas Twist with Your
Theme: Jaws

Best Support Services Entry: Who
Framed Roger Rabbit

Merry Melodies Award: Grease

Honorable Mentions: 9 to 5 and
Shrek.

Jim Hill High School Band provided the live band energy that every parade needs.

| )____

The Friends of MSH Board served as judges for the MSH Christmas Parade.
Pictured: Bobby Stephens, Amy Walker, Gale Martin, Kim Edwards & Aubree
Satterfield, Ray Wallace (president), Kim Rayburn, Dee Payne (treasurer), Mari-
lyn Garth, Danielle Kitchens (WAPT guest judge) and Betty Harpe

Tin Soldier Award - Pirates of the Caribbean, Hinds Behavioral Health Ser-
vices (Region 9)

The Christmas season continues
throughout the month of Decem-
ber with Santa Day on December 19
and volunteer groups visiting with
patients and residents at Mississippi
State Hospital to celebrate and share
the Christmas Spirit.

MSH, a program of the Mississippi
Department of Mental Health, was

founded in 1855 and helps the indi-
viduals it serves achieve mental well-
ness by encouraging hope, promoting
safety, and supporting recovery. The
hospital is accredited by the Joint
Commission.

Call the MSH Public Relations of-
fice at 601 351-8018 for more infor-
mation.
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Maternal mortality rate is much
higher for black women than white
women in Mississippi, study says

By Emily Wagster Pettus
Associated Press

Black people make up about 38% of
Mississippi's population, but a new study
shows that black women were four times
more likely to die of causes directly relat-
ed to pregnancy than white women in the
state in 2020.

“It is imperative that this racial inequity
is not only recognized, but that concerted
efforts are made at the institutional, com-
munity, and state levels to reduce these
disparate outcomes,” wrote Dr. Michelle
Owens and Dr. Courtney Mitchell, leaders
of the Maternal Mortality Review Com-
mittee that conducted the study.

The Mississippi State Department of
Health published the findings Wednesday.

The committee said 80% of pregnancy-
related deaths in Mississippi between 2016
and 2020 were considered preventable,
and cardiovascular disease and hyperten-
sion remain top contributors to maternal
mortality.

Women need comprehensive primary
care before, during and after pregnancy,
but many people live in areas where health
care services are scarce, Owens and Mitch-
ell wrote.

“A substantial portion of this care is be-
ing shouldered by smaller hospitals with
limited resources, many of whom are fac-
ing possible closure and limiting or dis-
continuing the provision of obstetrical ser-
vices, further increasing the burdens borne
by the individuals and their communities,”
they wrote.

The Maternal Mortality Review Com-
mittee was formed in 2017, and its mem-
bers include physicians, nurses, public
health experts and others who work in
health care.

The committee found that from 2016
to 2020, Mississippi’s pregnancy-related
mortality rate was 35.2 deaths per 100,000
live births. The study did not provide a
comparable five-year number for the U.S.
but said the national rate was 20.1 deaths
per 100,000 live births in 2019 and 32.9

deaths per 100,000 live births in 2020.

Mississippi has long been one of the
poorest states in the U.S., with some of the
highest rates of obesity and heart disease.

A state health department program
called Healthy Moms, Healthy Babies of-
fers care management and home visits for
pregnant women and for infants who are at
risk of having health problems.

“Losing one mother is too many,” Dr.
Daniel Edney, the state health officer, said
in a news release about the maternal mor-
tality study.

The committee recommended that Mis-
sissippi leaders expand Medicaid to people
who work in lower-wage jobs that don’t
provide private health insurance — a policy
proposal that Republican Gov. Tate Reeves
has long opposed.

Earlier this year, Reeves signed a law al-
lowing postpartum Medicaid coverage for
a full year, up from two months.

Medicaid expansion is optional under
the health care overhaul that then- Presi-
dent Barack Obama signed into law in
2010, and Mississippi is one of 10 states
that have not taken the option. The non-
expansion states have Republican gover-
nors, Republican-controlled Legislatures
or both.

“Medicaid expansion should be incor-
porated for rural hospitals to remain open
and include access to telehealth services,”
the Maternal Mortality Review Commit-
tee leaders wrote. “There is a need for ru-
ral healthcare facilities to provide higher
levels of critical care, recruit and retain
adequate providers, and have access to life
saving equipment, especially in the most
vulnerable areas of the state.”

The study examined deaths that oc-
curred during or within one year after
pregnancy. It defined pregnancy-related
deaths as those “initiated by pregnancy, or
the aggravation of an unrelated condition
by the physiologic effects of pregnancy”
and pregnancy-associated deaths as those
“from a cause that is not related to preg-
nancy.”
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Family of man who
died after police
used a stun gun

on him file lawsuit

against Alabama city

The Associated Press

The family of Jawan Dallas,
36, alleges that Mobile police
used excessive force that led to
his death. The lawsuit, filed in
federal court in Mobile, names
the city and two unnamed offi-
cers as defendants. It seeks $36
million in damages.

Dallas, 36, died July 2 after
he was shocked with a stun gun
while police were trying to sub-
due him.

“He was assaulted multiple
times, struck multiple times and
tasered multiple times,” attor-
ney Harry Daniels said during
a Monday news conference an-
nouncing the lawsuit.

The district attorney an-
nounced last month that a grand
jury cleared the officers of crim-
inal wrongdoing and said Dallas
died of underlying medical con-
ditions that were exacerbated by
drug use and the struggle with
officers.

Attorneys for the family said
the body camera footage, which
was viewed by the family last
month, shows that officers used
excessive force. Family attor-
neys urged the police depart-
ment to publicly release the
video.

The city did not immediately
respond to an email seeking
comment on the lawsuit.

The lawsuit also contends that
officers had no reason to try to
detain Dallas and that he was
under no suspicion of criminal
wrongdoing at the time of the
confrontation.

Officers approached Dallas
after they responded to a pos-
sible burglary report at a trailer
park when a 911 caller reported
that a “homeless guy” was in his
yard. Police approached Dallas,
who was in his vehicle at anoth-
er trailer, and another man who
was in the yard at the home. Ac-
cording to the lawsuit, an officer
demanded Dallas get out of the
car and produce his identifica-
tion. Dallas had told the offi-
cers that they were violating his
rights, and he attempted to flee
on foot at some point but was
tackled by an officer, the lawsuit
said.

Attorneys said Dallas can
be heard in the body camera
video screaming, begging for
help and at one point saying, “I
can’t breathe. I don’t want to be
George Floyd.”

The Dallas family is repre-
sented by attorneys Daniels,
John Burrus, Ben Crump and
Lee Merritt, who have repre-
sented families in a number of
high-profile cases where black
people have died during con-
frontations with police

Biden-Harris
Administration
launches
Safer States Initiative
to tackle gun violence

states

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior
National Correspondent

In a move to combat the ris-
ing issue of gun violence, Vice
President Kamala Harris is lead-
ing the Biden-Harris Adminis-
tration’s Safer States Initiative.
The White House said the initia-
tive aims to provide states with
essential tools and support to
effectively reduce gun violence
and save lives, building upon
President Biden’s commitment
to addressing this critical issue.

The White House established
the Office of Gun Violence
Prevention in September 2023,
under the direction of Vice
President Harris, focusing on
strengthening federal partner-
ships with cities and states to
support their efforts to reduce
gun violence.

To kick-start this initiative,
administration officials have un-
veiled the comprehensive Biden-
Harris Safer States Agenda, out-
lining key actions for states to
adopt. These include encourag-
ing states to establish dedicated
offices for gun violence preven-
tion, invest in evidence-informed
solutions, prioritize support for
survivors and victims, reinforce

responsible gun ownership, ad-
vocate for strengthened back-
ground checks, and hold the gun
industry accountable.

To actively support states
in implementing these agenda
items, officials said the Justice
Department is introducing two
executive actions:

» Safe Storage Model Legis-
lation: Emphasizing the role of
safe storage in reducing inci-
dents such as school shootings,
suicides, accidental shootings,
and thefts. The model legislation
offers a framework for states to
require secure storage of fire-
arms, including in vehicles, with
people responsible for injuries
caused by unsecured firearms.

* Lost and Stolen Firearms Re-
porting Model Legislation: The
proposed law shows how states
can make sure that lost or stolen
guns are reported quickly to the
police to combat gun trafficking.

“In the months ahead, the
White House Office of Gun Vio-
lence Prevention will continue to
proactively work with states to
make sure they have additional
resources and support needed
to advance these agenda items,”
administration officials wrote in
a fact sheet.

NNPA President Chavis will
teach Race and Racism
Course at Duke University

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior
National Correspondent

Duke University plans to
welcome National Newspa-
per Publishers Association
(NNPA) President and CEO
Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. as
the 2024 Environmental Jus-
tice and Racial Equity Fellow.
A distinguished civil rights
leader, global business figure,
faith leader, and public intel-
lectual, Chavis will bring his
wealth of experience to the
inaugural fellowship, linking
his teaching, research and ser-
vice contributions with Duke’s
overarching strategic objec-
tives, notably climate change
and racial equity.

“I believe Rev. Dr. Cha-
vis embodies the history and
hopes of Duke University. His
experience at the crossroads of
church and society will inspire
our racial and environmental
justice work,” Dean Edgardo
A. Colén-Emeric of the Duke
Divinity School, stated. “It’s a
gift, in this centennial year, to
welcome back a distinguished
alum of Duke Divinity School
and a prophetic intellectual
from rural North Carolina.”

Throughout his illustrious
career, Chavis, a North Caro-
lina native, has been a stalwart
advocate for social, environ-
mental, and political justice,
coining the term ‘“environ-
mental racism” and leading
prominent organizations such
as the NAACP, National Asso-
ciation for Equal Opportunity
in Higher Education, and Na-
tional Council of Churches.

An organizer of the Million
Man March, Chavis has led the
NNPA, the trade association
of over 230 African-American
newspapers and media com-
panies comprising the Black
Press of America, for nearly a
decade.

His fellowship promises
to enrich Duke University
through expert instruction and
scholarly research, offering a

valuable opportunity for the
community to delve into criti-
cal issues at the intersection of
environmental justice and ra-
cial equity.

“Dr. Chavis’ appointment el-
evates the perspectives of cli-
mate justice and the intersec-
tion of race and environmental
quality in the implementation
of Duke’s Climate Commit-
ment,” said Lori Bennear, the
Stanback Dean of the Nicholas
School of the Environment.

In the upcoming spring se-
mester, Chavis will co-con-
vene an undergraduate course
titled “The Lived Experience
of Race and Racism” alongside
Duke Public Policy Profes-
sor Jay Pearson. The Office of
Undergraduate Education and
the Office of the Provost are

Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis

supporting the study, which
will examine the complexi-
ties of race and racism while
highlighting the socially con-
structed nature of race and its
implications across legislative,
political, legal, economic and
material dimensions.

“Rev. Dr. Ben Chavis is a
giant in this regard,” Pearson
noted. “We are fortunate to
have someone with his expe-
riential expertise and well-de-
served reputation earned from
working on the front lines for
racial justice over many de-
cades. I am honored to share
an educational space with him
and look forward to the syner-
gies we create during the se-
mester and beyond.”

Now open for registration,
the course aims to provide stu-

dents from Duke and Triangle-
area colleges and universities
with  knowledge, effective
communication strategies, re-
lationship building and collab-
orative racial equity planning.

Officials said “The Lived
Experience of Race and Rac-
ism” course will employ ex-
perts from various disciplines
with scholarly research and
formal educational practices.

The Office of the Provost has
scheduled a free, public fireside
conversation Monday, Jan. 22,
2024 at 5:30 p.m. at the Karsh
Alumni and Visitor Center.
Provost Alec Gallimore will
engage in a conversation with
Chavis, discussing his impact-
ful work and contributions to
the fields of environmental jus-
tice and racial equity.

Supreme Court to revisit Capitol riot charges

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior National Correspondent

In a development with potentially far-
reaching implications, the United States
Supreme Court announced Wednesday
that it will hear an appeal that could un-
ravel hundreds of convictions linked to
the deadly January 6, 2021, attack on the
U.S. Capitol. The case, revolving around
charges related to the Capitol riot, in-
cludes accusations against the twice-im-
peached and four-times indicted former
President Donald Trump.

The focus of the Supreme Court’s atten-
tion is an appellate ruling that reinstated
a charge against three defendants accused
of obstructing an official proceeding.
The charge explicitly concerns disrupt-
ing Congress’ certification of Joe Biden’s
2020 presidential election victory over
Trump, who currently faces more than 90
felony criminal charges and whom a civil
jury ruled should pay $5 million in dam-
ages for sexually assaulting a writer. The
obstruction charge just one of the four
counts in the case that special counsel
Jack Smith has made alleging that Trump
conspired to tamper with election results
and obstruct a legal process.

The court’s decision to review the ob-
struction charge could disrupt the time-
line of Trump’s impending trial, currently
scheduled for March 4. The justices are
also debating whether to quickly rule on
Trump’s claim that he cannot face charges
for actions taken while he was president,
which a federal judge has already reject-
ed.

The Associated Press noted that the ob-

struction charge has been leveled against
more than 300 defendants as part of the
extensive federal prosecution following
the violent insurrection on January 6,
2021, when a mob of Trump supporters
stormed the Capitol in an attempt to pre-
vent Biden, a Democrat, from assuming
the presidency.

The case’s origins trace back to a lower
court judge who dismissed the obstruc-
tion charge against Joseph Fischer, a for-
mer Boston police officer, and two other
defendants, contending that it did not
cover their actions. The Supreme Court’s
involvement resulted from Fischer’s at-
torneys filing an appeal. The other defen-
dants involved in the appeal are Edward
Jacob Lang from New York’s Hudson
Valley and Garret Miller, who has already
pleaded guilty to additional charges and

received a 38-month prison sentence. No-
tably, Miller, hailing from the Dallas area,
may still face prosecution on obstruction
charges.

U.S. District Judge Carl Nichols played
a pivotal role by ruling that prosecutors
stretched the law beyond its intended
scope in those January 6 cases. Nichols
maintained that, under the law, a defen-
dant must have taken specific actions con-
cerning a document, record, or object to
obstruct an official proceeding. The Jus-
tice Department contested the ruling, and
in April, the appeals court in Washington
sided with prosecutors, deeming Nichols’
interpretation too restrictive.

More than 1,200 individuals have been
charged with federal crimes linked to the
Capitol riot, and more than 650 defen-
dants have pleaded guilty.
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FDA approves groundbreaking cell-based
gene therapies for sickle cell disease

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

The U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) has green-
lit two revolutionary cell-based
gene therapies, Casgevy and
Lyfgenia, marking a significant
leap forward in treating sickle
cell disease (SCD) for patients
aged 12 and older.

The approval by the FDA
signifies the commencement
of a novel epoch in managing
sickle cell disease, providing
optimism to individuals whose
lives have been significantly
disrupted by the arduous con-
dition.

Sickle cell disease, a group
of inherited blood disorders,
affects around 100,000 indi-
viduals in the United States
and is predominant among
African Americans. Health
officials said the root cause of
SCD is a mutation affecting
hemoglobin, a crucial protein
in red blood cells responsible
for oxygen delivery. The ge-
netic problem causes red blood
cells to have a unique “sickle”
shape, which can lead to vaso-
occlusive events (VOEs) or
vaso-occlusive crises (VOCs),
which are very painful and
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damage organs. The recur-
rence of these crises poses life-
threatening risks and potential
disabilities.

“Sickle cell disease is a
rare, debilitating, and life-
threatening blood disorder
with significant unmet need,
and we are excited to advance
the field,” said Nicole Verdun,
M.D., director of the Office of
Therapeutic Products within

the FDA’s Center for Biologics
Evaluation and Research.
Casgevy, a groundbreaking
cell-based gene therapy, is the
first FDA-approved treatment
employing CRISPR/Cas9, a
revolutionary genome editing
technology. The therapy is for
individuals 12 years of age or
older who have recurrent vaso-
occlusive crises. It changes the
patient’s hematopoietic stem

cells using CRISPR/Cas9, a
technology that can precisely
edit DNA.

The edited cells are then
transplanted back into the pa-
tient, enhancing the produc-
tion of fetal hemoglobin and
preventing the sickling of red
blood cells.

Lyfgenia is another cell-
based gene therapy that uses
a lentiviral vector to change

genes. The FDA approved it for
those 12 years of age or older
who have SCD and a history
of vaso-occlusive events. Lyf-
genia changes blood stem cells
to make HbATS87Q, gene-ther-
apy-derived hemoglobin that
looks like adult hemoglobin
and makes it less likely that red
blood cells will sickle.

Both therapies utilize the
patients’ blood stem cells, ad-
ministered through a one-time,
single-dose infusion following
myeloablative conditioning.

“These approvals represent
an important medical advance
with the use of innovative cell-
based gene therapies to target
potentially devastating diseas-
es and improve public health,”
said Dr. Peter Marks, director
of the FDA’s Center for Biolog-
ics Evaluation and Research.

The Casgevy and Lyfgenia
applications received Prior-
ity Review, Orphan Drug, Fast
Track, and Regenerative Medi-
cine Advanced Therapy desig-
nations. Casgevy was granted
approval to Vertex Pharma-
ceuticals, Inc., and Lyfgenia to
Bluebird Bio, Inc.

The FDA said its approval of
Casgevy was based on a single-

arm, multicenter trial evaluat-
ing its safety and effectiveness
in adult and adolescent SCD
patients. Of the 44 treated pa-
tients, 93.5% achieved freedom
from severe VOC episodes for
at least 12 consecutive months.

Common side effects includ-
ed low platelet and white blood
cell levels, mouth sores, nausea
and musculoskeletal pain.

Lyfgenia’s approval was
based on a 24-month multi-
center study, with 88% of pa-
tients achieving complete reso-
lution of VOEs between 6- and
18-months post-infusion. Side
effects included stomatitis,
low blood cell levels, and fe-
brile neutropenia. A black box
warning highlighting the risk
of hematologic malignancy
accompanies Lyfgenia’s label,
emphasizing the need for life-
long monitoring in patients.

“Today’s actions follow rig-
orous evaluations of the scien-
tific and clinical data needed to
support approval, reflecting the
FDA’s commitment to facilitat-
ing the development of safe and
effective treatments for condi-
tions with severe impacts on
human health,” Dr. Marks as-
serted.

Doctors’ tips
to stay healthy during
the holiday season

StatePoint

The holiday season is a joy-
ous time to reconnect with fam-
ily and loved ones, but it also
brings unique health and safety
risks, according to doctors, who
recommend a bit of extra vigi-
lance to protect yourself and
those close to you.

“During the hectic holiday
season, it can be hard to carve
out time to focus on your well-
ness. Awareness, along with the
adoption of a few healthy hab-
its, can help you and your fam-
ily enjoy this special time of
year in the best of health,” says
American Medical Association
(AMA) president, Jesse M. Eh-
renfeld, M.D., M.P.H.

For a healthy, happy season,
follow these tips and recom-
mendations from the AMA:

1. Vaccination is the best
protection against a number of
serious respiratory viruses cir-
culating this fall and winter. To
protect yourself and your fam-
ily, get up to date on your vac-
cines, including the annual flu
shot, as well as the updated CO-
VID-19 vaccine for everyone 6
months and older. Vaccines are
also available to protect older
adults from severe RSV. New
tools to protect infants during
RSV season include mater-
nal vaccination as well as the
monoclonal antibody immuni-
zation.

If you have questions, speak
with your physician and review
trusted resources, including
getvaccineanswers.org.

2. Watch what you eat this
holiday season. Pay particular
attention to labels and avoid
processed foods as much as you
can, especially those with add-
ed sodium and sugar. Drink wa-
ter instead of sugar-sweetened
beverages, and eat nutritious,
whole foods like fresh fruits
and vegetables alongside richer
holiday fare.

3. If you’re consuming alco-
hol, drink only in moderation.
The U.S. Dietary Guidelines for

Americans defines that as up
to one drink per day for wom-
en and two drinks per day for
men, and only by adults of legal
drinking age.

4. Make time to exercise dur-
ing this busy time of year. A
good rule of thumb for adults is
at least 150 minutes a week of
moderate-intensity activity, or
75 minutes a week of vigorous-
intensity activity. Brisk walks,
or even a family trip to the gym,
can provide easy and fun ways
to get off the couch and elevate
your heart rate over the holiday
season. If you're traveling, don’t
forget to pack your sneakers.

5. Factors like holiday spend-
ing and navigating time with
extended family can bring on
extra seasonal stress. Invest in
your mental health and man-
age stress by getting sufficient
sleep, exercising and seeking
help from a mental health pro-
fessional when you need it.

6. Make smart choices and
plan ahead if you’re driving.
In December 2021 alone, 1,013
Americans died in alcohol-im-
paired-driving crashes. Do not
under any circumstances drive
if you intend to drink. And if
you are the designated driver,
make a 100% commitment to
sobriety.

7. Get your New Year’s reso-
lutions started early. Speak with
your doctor or health care pro-
fessional about quitting tobacco
and nicotine use, and declare
your home and car smoke-free
to eliminate secondhand smoke
exposure.

“Amid the holiday -cheer,
don’t neglect your health and
safety. By eating well, exercis-
ing, and taking necessary steps
to stop the spread of respiratory
viruses, you can help protect
yourself against common sea-
sonal health risks,” say Dr. Eh-
renfeld.

By Vince Faust
Tips to Be Fit

“I know smoking is not
good for me, but I just can’t
seem to quit. I switched to
a low tar cigarette. Is that a
start?” — Mark, Miami FL

Today’s cigarettes are a lot
different than your grandpar-
ent’s cigarettes. They have fa-
vors, more chemicals, filters,
lower tar levels and packag-
ing. If you think you’re doing
something special for your
lungs by smoking a low tar
cigarette you need to think
twice. A study found that the
risk of lung cancer was the
same for participants who
smoked medium-tar or very
low tar filter cigarettes. There
has been a huge increase in
the death rates from cancer
involving smoker that smoke
low tar cigarettes. There is no
safe cigarette and there’s no
way to edge your bet.

A study that compared cig-
arettes with very low tar (7
mg mgs or less) filtered, low
tar tour (8 to 14 mg) filtered
and high tar (22 mg or more)
no filter cigarettes and smok-
ers of conventional medium
tar (15 to 21 mg) for the risk
of lung cancer.

There were over 400,000
men and over 500,000 women
30 years old or older. They
were followed for six years to
try to determine if there was
a relationship between the
types of cigarettes that were
smoked and death from lung
cancer.

All of the smokers had a
higher risk of lung cancer
than people that never smoke
or who had quit. The partici-
pates that smoked very low
tar and low tar brands had
the same risk as the partici-
pates that smoked medium tar
brands. Men and women who
smoked nonfiltered cigarettes
with high tar had higher risks
of lung cancer.

Other studies have shown
that regular smokers of low
tar brands often inhaled more
deeply or hold the smoke in
their lungs longer to compen-

nicotine and tar.

sate for the lower amounts of

Any amount of smoke is
dangerous from any brand of
cigarette.

Exposure to secondhand
smoke also called environ-
mental tobacco smoke (ETS)
or passive smoke annually,
causes an estimated 53,000
deaths among nonsmoking
American adults. Of those
deaths, 3,000 are from lung
cancer and 40,000 deaths
from cardiovascular disease.
Each year second hand smoke
is responsible for 26,000
new asthma cases, up to one
million cases of aggravated
asthma, up to 300,000 cases
of bronchitis and pneumonia
in toddlers. 15,000 of these
toddlers required hospitaliza-
tion.

Thirdhand smoke is re-
sidual chemicals that include
nicotine left on surfaces by
tobacco smokers. We are ex-
posed to these chemicals by
touching contaminated sur-
faces or breathing in the off
gassing from these surfaces.
This residue can react with
common indoor pollutants to
create toxic mixes including
cancer causing compounds,
which pose a potential health
hazard to the smoker, non-
smokers and children.

Thirdhand smoke clings
to clothes, furniture, drapes,
walls, bedding, carpets, dust,
vehicles and other surfaces
long after the smoker is gone.
The residue from thirdhand
smoke builds up on surfaces
over time. To remove the
residue, hard surfaces, fab-
rics and upholstery need to
be regularly cleaned or laun-
dered. You can’t eliminate
thirdhand smoke by airing
out rooms, opening windows,
using fans or air conditioners
or confining smoking to only
certain areas of a building.

Children and nonsmoking
adults are at risk of tobacco-
related health problems when
they inhale, swallow or touch
substances containing third-
hand smoke. Infants and
young children might have
increased exposure to third-
hand smoke due to their ten-
dency to mouth objects and

Still smoking?
Still got friends that smoke?

touch affected surfaces.

Almost half (46.8%) of
black nonsmokers in the
United States are exposed to
smoke or smoke residuals.
Tobacco smoke exposure is
higher among people with
low incomes. 2 out of every
5 (43.2%) nonsmokers who
lived below the poverty level
were exposed to smoke re-
siduals. This means if you are
black and below the poverty
line you are almost assured
you will be exposed to third-
hand smoke.

Don’t be misled into be-
lieving that low tar cigarettes
are less dangerous. All the
studies showed there is very
little difference in the brand
of cigarettes and lung cancer.
The only guaranteed way to
reduce the risk to your health,
as well as the risk to others, is
to stop smoking completely.
If you smoke quit.

As an ex-smoker you will
find yourself in situations that
trigger your urge to smoke.
When this happens don’t tell
yourself, one cigarette won'’t
hurt, it will. There are no
“buts” about it, you have to
think of yourself as a non-
smoker. Three days after
you’ve quit your body will
not need the nicotine. The
psychological need will be
the obstacle to overcome at
this point but it will become
easier to resist with time.

You will experience some
withdrawal symptoms that
may include headaches, in-
testinal discomfort, mood
swings, aggressiveness, irri-
tability and insomnia. These
to will pass.

As difficult as it may be to
quit remember it’s never too
late. Immediately after you
quit you will begin to reverse
the damage done to your body
and reduce your risk for dis-
ease. Ten years after cessa-
tion an ex-smoker’s risk for
heart disease approaches that
of a non-smoker and the same
applies to lung cancer, fifteen
years after cessation.

Before starting any health
or fitness program consult
your physician.
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By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

Christmas
| has  always
¥ been one of
¥} my favorite
B8 times of year.
" I like the over-
EH Y all good mood
most people are in and love
hearing Christmas music
nearly everywhere I go. Even
as a child, I think that the
emotion that I would say best
described how I saw Christ-
mas was anticipation. As a
kid, I anticipated the joy of
getting gifts. Now I anticipate
the joy of giving gifts.

Even though I like gifts
(getting and giving), another
thing I like about the Christ-
mas season is the celebration
of Advent, the centuries old
tradition that uses the four
weeks before Christmas as
a time of focused prepara-
tion of Christ’s birth. Since I
wasn’t raised a Methodist, it
took me a few years when I
was a member of a Method-
ist church in Dallas to fully

DECEMBER 14 - 20, 2023

P R E S E R V E D

The King is

understand the importance
of Advent. As the candles
and podium coverings colors
changed each week, it seemed
to shift the focus from gift
shopping to creating an ea-
gerness about Christ’s birth.

Maybe I'm homesick for
my former church home, but
for some reason this year I
find myself thinking more
and more about seeing the
weeks before Christmas dif-
ferently. Or maybe it is the
chaotic political situation in
the United States right now.
So much now seems turned
upside down with some
Christians proudly support-
ing politicians who have ei-
ther admitted to or have been
accused of treason, illegal
and immoral activities.

As disappointing as it is
that some Christians are sup-
porting these obviously un-
Christlike individuals, it’s an
even greater disappointment
that the most hateful racist
and sexist remarks are being
made during this season of
the anticipation of the birth of

Christ. It’s obvious that these
actions go against the teach-
ings of love and compassion
Christ.

2 Timothy 4:3-4 warns
about what appears to be hap-
pening right now with these
“Christians: “For the time
will come when people will
not tolerate sound doctrine
and accurate instruction [that
challenges them with God’s
truth]; but wanting to have
their ears tickled [with some-
thing pleasing], they will
accumulate for themselves
[many] teachers [one after an-
other, chosen] to satisfy their
own desires and to support
the errors they hold, and will
turn their ears away from the
truth and will wander off into
myths and man-made fictions
[and will accept the unac-
ceptable] (Amplified).”

The sad part is that some
Christians are so deceived
that they either do not real-
ize or care about the irony of
the timing. This is a modern
language version of a famil-
iar scripture that describes

our contemporary times so
very accurately. 1 recently
witnessed this happening
with one person so convinced
that her version of Christian-
ity was right that it did not
matter to her how hurtful her
perspective was.

So, as we have a few weeks
left before Christmas, imag-
ine how things would be if in-
stead of focusing on shopping
for gifts for people that we
may or may not like or poli-
tics, we spent time focusing
on celebrating the anticipa-
tion, hope, joy and love found
in the birth of Jesus Christ.

Shewanda  Riley  (Aunt
Wanda), PhD, is a Fort
Worth-based author of “Love
Hangover: Moving from Pain
to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to
the Beat of God’s Heart: A
Book of Prayers for Writers.”
Email her at preservedbypur-
pose@gmail.com or follow
her on Twitter @shewanda.
You can also listen to her
podcast at  www.chocola-
teauntiepodcast.com.
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A world’s
cry, love one
another

By Pastor Simeon R. Green llI
Special to The Mississippi Link

We are shaped
by those who love
1 us or refuse to love

. is crucial. This is no
news to God — He created us for
love, and Jesus said our love for
God and for our neighbor is the
fulfillment of all the law of God.
The world cries out for genuine
love, love which heals, unites and
encourages.

It’s a well-known fact that chil-
dren who receive an inadequate
amount of love from their parents
either die in infancy or grow up to
be mentally and spiritually stunted
adults. Stories about the absence of
love are frequently found in litera-
ture beginning in the earliest days
of history.

Agape is a love which comes
from a God who is love. It is love
lavished upon others without a
thought of whether they are worthy
to receive it. It is this kind of love
that is to characterize the Chris-
tian. We read in 1 John 4:11-13,
“Beloved, if God so loved us, we
ought also to love one another. 12
No man hath seen God at any time.
If we love one another, God dwell-
eth in us, and his love is perfected
in us. 13 Hereby know we that we
dwell in him, and he in us, because
he hath given us of his Spirit.”

At least fifty-five times in the
New Testament we are command-
ed to love. It is one of Scripture’s
most repeated, inescapable direc-
tives for the believer. It touches us
in all our relationships and affects
us in each of the many roles we
play — as parents, spouses, chil-
dren, friends and fellow believers.

It even defines the way we are
to respond to our enemies (Mat-
thew 5:43-44). Christ provided the
crowning example of this when
from the cross He prayed for those
who were abusing Him. Romans
5:8-10 tells us He died for us even
when we were yet His enemies.

Believers are to follow the way
of love (1 Corinthians 14:1), to do
everything in love (1 Corinthians
16:14), to serve one another in love
(Ephesians 4:2), to live a life of
love (Ephesians 5:2) to speak the
truth in love (Ephesians 4:15), to
put on love (Colossians 3:12-14),
to pursue love (1 Timothy 2:22), to
spur one another on to love (He-
brew 10:24), and to love not only
in words but in actions and truth (1
John 3:18). We are to be controlled
by the Holy Spirit and to bear the
fruit of the spirit which is love
(Galatians 5:22). God is concerned
that we grow and mature in this
love. Three times in Paul’s epistles
and one in Peter’s writing we are
told to continue to grow in love.

Simeon R. Greem, III, First
Church of God 6517 Walmsley
Blvd. Richmond, Virgina 23224.
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Should college scholars be able to receive
the same NIL agreements as college athletes?

By James B. Ewers Jr., Ed.D.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio

Earning an ath-
letic scholarship to
attend college back
in the day was a big
deal. I still think it
is. It meant that
you distinguished
yourself as a high school athlete
and receiving the scholarship
was a reward for your accom-
plishments.

It also meant that families
were relieved of paying for col-
lege expenses. We know the cost
of college is increasing every
year. It was a proud moment in
your community if you received
a scholarship to play a sport in
college.

Humbly, I say that I was in that

position many years ago.

As I reflect now, there was a
high degree of humility from the
who received
them. There were no press con-
ferences and generally not a lot
of publicity. Newspaper and tele-
vision coverage was minimal.
Family members and friends

student-athletes

knew and that was about it.

Over time, reports would sur-
face about the college student-
athletes being paid to play sports.
It is my opinion that, in some
cases, that probably did happen.
Some players that we know have
publicly admitted that they re-
ceived some financial consider-
ations. However, that has largely
been a non-issue with college

athletes.
Now,

let’s fast forward to
July 2021. The NCAA approved

a name, image and likeness
concept that basically allowed
college players to make some
money. However no federal or
NCAA guidelines have been
implemented. If this continues to
go unchecked this could become

a problem.

that question.

The number of student-athletes
taking advantage of these NIL
agreements continues to increase
each year. Some athletes will
get more deals than other ath-
letes. Will this cause some prob-
lems with on-field performance?
There are different opinions on

Some athletes, because of their
potential, will get NIL agree-
ments. The opportunities are
there for the taking. NIL and the
transfer portal are the two big-
gest things in college athletics

agreements.

certainly helps her case.

students?

longer.

right now. This is my opinion.
Female athletes are also tak-
ing full advantage of these NIL
LSU  basketball
player Angel Reese is doing quite
well from an NIL standpoint. She
continues to increase her market
value. Being a national champion

Maybe my background in
higher education has led me to
this novel idea. The idea is why
not have NIL agreements for
academically talented college

I suspect there would have to
be some tweaks when it comes to
financial commitments by com-
panies and corporations. Stu-
dents would have to be assured
they would not lose any college
credits or must stay in college

College faculty have been able
to receive prestigious awards and
recognition for their work. For
example, the MacArthur Fellow-
ships are awarded for intellectual
and artistic achievement.

Critics of the NIL agreements
might ask two questions. First,
would a student be able to remain
at the same school. The answer
would be yes. It would be no
different than what is currently
happening with student-athletes.
Second, how important is school
loyalty? I suspect that students
receiving NIL agreements would
have to gauge that for them-
selves. As we can see now, some
student-athletes stay, and others
leave for another college experi-
ence.

Monetary gain in higher edu-
cation so far has been limited

to coaches, players and faculty
members. Academically talented
students have not benefitted as
much from companies. While
study abroad programs and in-
ternships are available, NIL
agreements would break new
ground for deserving students.

Just as there was a ground
swell of support for NIL agree-
ments for student athletes, there
can also be that same support for
talented scholars.

It is my hope that colleges will
align themselves with business-
es and begin discussions about
ways to assist the next generation
of leaders.

There is a time and place for
everything. Maybe it is the time
for NIL agreements for the best
and brightest students in our col-
leges and universities.

Merry Christmas everybody

By Jannie Johnson
Caring n’ Sharing

It’s  Christ-
mastime in
America, the
land of the free
and the home
gl | of the brave.
A For unto us a
child is born, unto us a son is
given.... The Prince of Peace.
(Isaiah 9:6a,c) Glory to God in
the highest and on earth peace,
good will toward men.

Luke 2:4 Telling the Christ-
mas story at Christmastime
is an American tradition. It is
a tradition to be remembered
and passed on... Christmas
is a Christian holiday. It cele-
brates the birth of Jesus Christ,
the Christ of Christmas. No
one knows the exact date of
Christ’s birth, but most Chris-
tians observe Christmas on
December 25.

On this day, many go to
church, where they partici-
pate in special religious ser-
vices. During the Christmas
season, people exchange gifts

A NIGHT OF JUBILEE

and decorate their homes with
holly, mistletoe, Christmas
trees, wreaths and lights. Many
churches display the Nativity
scene. It shows figures of the
Holy family, Mary, Joseph and
baby Jesus surrounded by farm
animals. Away in a manger, no
crib for a bed, the little Lord Je-
sus laid down His sweet head.

In many parts of the United
States, groups of carolers walk
from house to house sing-
ing Christmas songs: “Silent
Night,” “O Little Town of
Bethlehem,” “Hark! The Her-
ald Angels Sing,” O Holy
Night.” It’s a tradition.

Some traditions should be
remembered and passed on
because they are more than
just customs. We Americans
can sense the difference. We
can separate “the baby from
the bath water” without throw-
ing a tantrum or going into an
emotional tizzy. The question
is who among us will dare to
defend America’s right to keep
Christ in Christmas? Who
will commit to the unspoken,

unwritten duty of recording,
preserving and handing down
those tradition that have made
America uniquely America?

“(It is) our duty to pres-
ent that which is timeless (the
same yesterday, today and to-
morrow) in the particular lan-
guage of our age... our teaching
must be timeless at its heart
and wear a modern dress.” — C.
S. Lewis

When 1 think about adult
responsibility and civil duty,
a little story comes to mind:
Once upon a time, there were
four people named Everybody,
Somebody, Nobody and Any-
body. When there was an im-
portant job to be done, Every-
body was sure that Somebody
would do it. Anybody could
have done it, but Nobody did it.
Everybody got angry because
it was Everybody’s job. Every-
body thought that Somebody
would do it, but Nobody real-
ized that Nobody would do it.
So it ended up that Everybody
blamed Somebody when No-
body did what Anybody could

have done in the first place.

On this Christmas day, in the
midst of enjoying and admir-
ing our children, grandchildren
and family, let us remember
that they need more than gifts
from the store. They need the
intangible gifts, too. They need
to know how to live with them-
selves and others. They need
to know how to cope with the
pressures of life, the pressures
of growing up, becoming and
remaining responsible people.

They need the gift of “insu-
lation” to help them to weather
the storms of life. They need
controls within to be honest,
trustworthy and industrious
all year round. They also need
the gift of Truth from above
because sometimes the differ-
ence between right and wrong
is the razor edge of truth.

“Wisdom does not consist in
knowing more that is new, but
in knowing less that is false.” —
Josh Billings

Now to you and yours an
old-fashioned Christmas and a
traditional New Year!

IN HONOR OF

REPRESENTATIVE ALYCE GRIFFIN CLARKE

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26, 2024 | 6:30 P.M.
JACKSON CONVENTION COMPLEX
"May the work I've done speak for me."

Presented by Connecting The Dots Foundation
For more information, call (601) 813-5045.

Purchase tickets at the link below or
scan the QR Code ------>>>>
httpsy/bit.ly/HonorRepClarke

All | want for
Christmas is you

By LaShunda Calvert, Ph.D.
Tips for a Good Marriage

One of the great-
est Christmas
songs to ever be
written is titled,
B “All T Want for

;j Christmas is You,”

= by Mariah Car-
ey. I love the music, the sound, the
beats and melody of the song but
most importantly, I love the mes-
sage of the song more than any-
thing. Although, there was some
controversary centered around the
origin of this song, it is one of my
favorite Christmas songs to lis-
ten and dance to during the most
wonderful time of the year. In
fact, some consider Carey’s song
to be the official beginning of the
Christmas season. Furthermore,
according to USA Today, it has hit
the top of the Billboard 100 chart
numerous times. All in all,

“All T Want for Christmas,” is
a song that conveys a meaningful
message, which opposes many of
our long holiday wish lists.

Some of the popular lyrics in-
clude:

I don’t want a lot for Christmas

There is just one thing I need

I don’t care about the presents
underneath the Christmas tree

I just want you for my own

More than you could ever know

Make my wish come true

All I Want for Christmas is you

Carey basically emphasizes
that she is more interested in hav-
ing the one thing she needs and
wants. What she wants for Christ-
mas exceeds Christmas presents.
She makes presents plural; doesn’t
matter if its diamonds under the
tree, doesn’t matter if its designer
bags, designer clothes and shoes,
new cookware set, gift cards, etc.
all she wants for Christmas is the
man she loves to be her own.

Carey goes further and express-
es that she doesn’t need to hang
her Christmas stockings on the
fireplace, she doesn’t want Santa
Claus to bring her a toy for Christ-
mas, she’s not even interested in
asking for snow; she just wants
one thing, which is her soulmate.

Do you share the same senti-
ments about your spouse? Does
the presents matter? Do the
Christmas dinners and Christmas
parties matter? Do Christmas va-
cations matter? Would you rather
have your husband or wife as your
own rather than what he or she can
give you or what gifts you could
receive? In other words, if you
could have anything you wanted
under the tree versus having your
spouse; which one would you
choose?

I already know that some of you
immediately chose the stuff (pres-

ents) versus the spouse, which is
understandable depending on the
spouse you have unfortunately.
However, for those of you, who
have a good spouse — a spouse
who is not perfect but is trying,
wouldn’t you rather have him
or her than a bunch of presents?
Most gifts can’t fill the void of
loneliness, you can’t bond with
most gifts, you can’t reasonably
communicate with most gifts,
many gifts can’t provide affec-
tion, touch, attention, time, love,
empathy, friendship, intimacy, af-
firmation, warmth, comfort, and
even happiness, well at least not
long-term happiness.

Should we bombard our spouses
with a long list or even a short list
of items we want for Christmas?

Don’t get me wrong, it is noth-
ing wrong with asking your spouse
for a gift or gifts for Christmas (I
gave my husband my list months
ago). But if your spouse is unable
to purchase what you really want
for Christmas — shouldn’t you re-
assure them that all you need is he
or she for Christmas?

In the instance that you can’t
get what you want in general for
Christmas, is having your spouse
and family enough for Christmas?
Please realize that you are blessed
to have a spouse who loves you
and vice versa.

In conclusion, it is hard to find
love today. I know many who are
sad, hurt, and deeply lonely be-
cause they don’t have a signifi-
cant other in their life. Further,
I know spouses, whose spouses
have passed away, who wish they
could spend one more Christmas
with them. Also, I know many
spouses who are separated and
divorced suffering in pain and
turmoil wishing that things were
different.

Therefore, if you love your
spouse and you have no doubt that
he or she is your soulmate — em-
brace, celebrate and enjoy each
other for Christmas even if you
don’t have multiple presents, etc.

I have reassured my husband
that all I want for Christmas is
him! T believe the best gift you
can give your spouse is reassuring
your spouse is that all I want for
Christmas is you.

Contact Dr. LaShunda Calvert

for speaking engagements (moti-

vational, ministering, marriage
counseling, marriage workshops,
marriage seminars, marriage
conferences, etc.) Marriage Min-
istry: The Restoration Church,
Suite H, Jackson, MS. 39206,
on: Instagram: letsstay2gether-
4ever (Dr. LaShunda Calvert)
Facebook: Dr. LaShunda Cal-
vert Email:letsstaytogetherdeva(@
gmail.com or 601-874-6176.
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT
ZONING CASE NO. 4236

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof,
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby,
that Ebony Pearls Foundation Incorporated has filed with the Planning Board for the
City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to allow for the operation
of a community recreational center within a C-3 (General) Commercial District on
property located at 6060 Bonita St. (Parcel 709-4-5) in the First Judicial District of
Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

That certain tract or parcel of land situated in Section 1, T6N-RIE, Jackson, Hinds
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as follows:

Beginning at the Western most corner of Lot 1, Block H, of Beverley Heights, Part
|, as recorded in Plat Book 7 at Page 17 of the Chancery Records of Hinds County,
Mississippi, and run thence S 63 degrees 30’ E, along the Southern boundary
of said Block H of Beverley Heights, Part |, 212.00 1; run then S 27 degrees 33’
W, 293.18’; run thence N 62 degrees 27’ W, 20.00’, run thence S 27 degrees 33’
W, 112,50’; run thence N 62 degrees 27’ W, 141.11" to the East boundary of Lot
33, Block K, Beverley Heights, Part 3, as recorded in Plat Book 11 Page 36 of
the aforesaid Chancery records; run thence N O degrees 00’ 57" E, along the
East boundary of said Lot 33, 40.68 1 to the NE corner thereof; run thence N 62
degrees 361 37" W, along the Northern boundary of Lot 33, 3209’ to the Eastern
R.O.W, line of Bonita Avenue; run thence N 27 degrees 33’ E, along the said East
R.O.W. line of Bonita Avenue, 369.52 to the point of beginning, containing 1.888
acres, more or less,

Plus: A non-exclusive easement for ingress and egress over that certain tract of
land also situated in Section 1, Township 6 North, Range 1 East, First Judicial
District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and described as follows:

Commence at the Western most corner of Lot 1, Block H, of Beverley Heights,
Part |, as recorded in Plat Book 7 at Page 17 of the Chancery Records of Hinds
County, Mississippi, and run thence S 27 degrees 33’ W, along the Eastern
R.O.W. line of Bonita Avenue, 293.00’ to the Point of Beginning for the herein
described easement; run thence S 62 degrees 27’ E, 334.90’ to the beginning of
a curve; run thence Southeasterly, counter-clockwise, along the arc of said curve,
132.92 1 to the point of tangency; said curve having the following characteristics:
central angle of 27 degrees 13'03”, radius of 279.81’ and chord bearing and dis-
tance of S74 degrees 02 1 44” E, 131.67’; run thence S 89 degrees 40’ 03" E,
362.38’ to the Western R.O.W. line of Interstate Highway 55, as it is now (July
1989) in use; run thence S 3 degrees 51° 07" W, along the Western R.O.W. line of
Interstate Highway 55, 60.11’; run thence N 89 degrees 40’ 03" W, 358.69’ to the
beginning of a curve; run thence Northwesterly, clockwise, along the arc of said
curve, 161.42’ to the point of tangency; said curve having the following character-
istics: central angle of 27 degrees 13’ 03”, radius of 339.81" and the chord bearing
and distance of N 74 degrees 02’ 44” W, 159.91’; run thence N 62 degrees 27’ W,
334.98’ to the Eastern R.O.W. line of Bonita Avenue; run thence N 27 degrees 33’
E, along the Eastern R.O.W. line of Bonita Avenue, 60.00’ to the point of begin-
ning. (the “Subject Property”)

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, December 20,
2023, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both
pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which
the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jack-
son. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the
area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before
said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel
on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in
advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or
auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY
AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VID-
EO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE
SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY AT-
TEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.
JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER PRIOR TO DECEMBER 13, 2023.

WITNESS my signature this 22nd day of November 2023.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi
11/30/23, 12/14/23

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL EXCEPTION
ZONING CASE NO. 4237

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected
thereby, that Myriam B. Richard has filed with the Planning Board for the City of
Jackson, an application requesting a Special Exception to allow for the opera-
tion of a residential community facility within a R-4 (Limited Multi-family) Resi-
dential District on property located at 1031 North Congress St. (Parcel 41-17) in
the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly
described as:

Commencing at a 1/2” iron rebar found at the intersection of the north right-of-way
line of Fortification Street with the west right-of-way line North Congress Street
and thence run North 00 degrees 39 minutes 22 seconds East, along the west
right-of-way line of said North Congress Street, for a distance of 180.65 feet to a
1/2 “iron rebar found, said point also being the True Point of Beginning of the tract
herein described:

From the True Point of Beginning thence leave said right-of-way and run South
89 degrees 53 minutes 13 seconds West for a distance of 149.45 feet to a 1/2”
iron rebar found in the centerline of an abandoned 10 foot alley; thence run North
00 degrees 16 minutes 44 seconds East, along said centerline of alley, for a dis-
tance of 71.83 feet to a 1/2” iron rebar set; thence leave said alley and run North
89 degrees 55 minutes 25 seconds East for a distance of 149.49 feet to a 1/2”
iron rebar set; thence run South 00 degrees 18 minutes 33 seconds West for a
distance of 71.73 feet back to the True Point of Beginning, and being situated in
Lot 73 of the H.C. Daniels Official City Map, dated 1875, City of Jackson, Hinds
County, Mississippi.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, December 20,
2023, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both
pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which
the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jack-
son. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the
area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before
said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel
on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in
advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or
auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY
AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIATELECONFERENCE/VID-
EO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE
SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY AT-
TEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.
JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER PRIOR TO DECEMBER 13, 2023.

WITNESS my signature this 22nd day of November 2023.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator

City of Jackson, Mississippi

11/30/23, 12/14/23

Advertisement For Bids
MEDIUM TO HEAVY DUTY LOW OR NO EMISSION TRANSIT BUSES
CITY PROJECT NO. RFP#2023-04

Sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the City of Jackson, Mississippi
at the office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 219 South President Street, P.O. Box 17,
Jackson, Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 P.M. CST, Tuesday, February 6, 2024, from
qualified providers to manufacture and delivery of medium to heavy duty Low or
No Emission Transit Buses, along with training, testing/diagnostic equipment and
special tools in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth in RFP #2023-
04. The Contract shall be a firm-fixed-price contract over the term of five (5) years.
Each proposer must submit six (6) signed copies of its proposal and of the re-
quired forms, certifications, and affidavits attached hereto or electronically submit
on www.centralbidding.com.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public
contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal busi-
ness opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to
selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in accordance
with the provision of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO)
Executive Order. Failure to comply with the City’s Executive Order shall disqualify
a contractor, bidder, or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For more
information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please
contact the Division of Equal Business Opportunity at 601-960-1856. Copies of
the Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are avail-
able at 200 South President Street, Suite 223, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4, that all
bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation
and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin,
or sex, in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and
ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment,
initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/
or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract
with the City on various projects and/or conduct business in the City to assist the
City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for employment
opportunities.

The City of Jackson ensures that the Disadvantaged Business Enterprises
(DBEs), as outlined in 49 C.F.R. Part 26, as amended, have the maximum oppor-
tunity to participate in the performance of contracts. Therefore, it is imperative that
you read the DBE Section and complete the necessary paperwork in its entirety.
If there is any evidence or indication that two or more bidders are in collusion to
restrict competition or are otherwise engaged in anti-competitive practices, the
submission of all such bidders shall be rejected, and such evidence may be cause
for disqualification of the participants in any future solicitation undertaken by the
City of Jackson.

Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal forms to be provided, sealed in an
envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: “Bid for MEDIUM
TO HEAVY DUTY LOW OR NO EMISSION TRANSIT BUSES (RFP)#2023-04.”
Bids, EBO and DBE plans shall be submitted in triplicate (bound/stapled sepa-
rately), sealed and deposited with the City Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, Mississippi
prior to the hour and date hereinbefore designated. No bidder may withdraw his
bid within 90 days after the actual date of the opening thereof.

Official Bid Documents can be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.cen-
tralbidding.com. Electronic Bids may be submitted at www.centralbidding.com.
For any questions related to the electronic bidding process, please call Central
Bidding at 225-810-4814.

Awarding public contracts to non-resident Bidders will be on the same basis as
the non-resident bidder’s state awards contracts to Mississippi Contractors bid-
ding under similar circumstances. Current state law, Mississippi General Laws of
2010, Chapter 383, section 31-3-21 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended,
requires a non-resident bidder to attach to the bid a copy of the Bidder’s resident
state’s current laws pertaining to such state’s treatment of nonresident contrac-
tors. Non-resident bidders must attach to their bid a copy of any bid preference
law of the state, city, county, parish, province, nation or political subdivision where
they are domiciled. If there is no such law where they are domiciled, all non-
resident bidders shall attach a letter to their bid stating that there is no bid prefer-
ence law where they are domiciled. The bid of any non-resident bidder who fails
to attach to its bid a copy of its domicile’s bid preference law or a letter stating
that its domicile has no such bid preference law, whichever is applicable, shall be
rejected and not considered for award.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all Bidders that minority and women business
enterprises are solicited to bid on these contracts as prime contractors and are
encouraged to make inquiries regarding potential subcontracting opportunities,
equipment, material and/or supply needs.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any
informalities or irregularities therein.

Christine Welch, Deputy Director
Office of Transportation

12/7/2023; 12/14/2023; 12/28/2023; 1/4/2024; 1/11/2024; 1/18/2024; 1/25/2024;
2/1/2024

LEGAL

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT

IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF NORNEE SIMPSON,
DECEASED

CAUSE NO. P2023-491 M/4

PETITIONER: ARUNDEL SIMPSON

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN CREDITORS

Letters of Administration having been granted by the Chancery Court of Hinds County,
Mississippi to the undersigned Administrator upon the Estate of Nornee Simpson, Deceased,
notice is hereby given to all persons having claims against said estate to present the same to the
Clerk of this Court for probation and registration according to the law, within ninety (90) days
from the first publication of this notice, or they will be forever barred.

This the Lf day of December, 2023.

. A." A

Arundel Simpson, Admifiy ﬁT“LB
STATE OF MISSISSIPRI '
COUNTY OF ’e?51 /K/Q,S\ e

/

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned authority in and for the jurisdiction
aforesaid, the within named, Arundel Simpson, Administrator for the Estate of Nornee Simpson,
deceased, who having been by me first duly sworn, states that the above Notice to Creditors is true
and correct as therein stated.

ThwnAapr—

NOTARY

Damon Stevenson

Stevenson Legal Group, PLLC

1010 N. West Street

Jackson, MS 39202

Telephone: (769) 251-0207, Facsimile: (601) 608-7872

12/14/2023 12/21/23 12/28/23

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE
ZONING CASE NO. 4235

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected
thereby, that the Martin Ingram has filed with the Planning Board for the City of
Jackson, an application requesting a four foot (4’) Variance from the required
twenty-five feet (25’) front yard setback requirements for properties within a R-
1A\R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District to allow for the construction of a car-
port for the property located at 1322 Simwood Place (Parcel 450-186) in the
First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly
described as:

LOT FOURTEEN (14), ROXBURY PARK SUBDIVISION, ACCORDING TO THE
PLAT

THEREOF ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS
COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI IN PLAT BOOK 14 AT PAGE 41, LESS AND EXCEPT
BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 14; THENCE NORTHER-
LY ALONG THE EASTERN BOUNDARY LINE OF LOT 14 FOR ADISTANCE OF
108.62 FEET TO THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF LOT 15, ROXBURY PARK;
THENCE TURN LEFT 89 DEGEES 24 MINUTES AND GO WESTERLY 7 FEET;
THENCE TURN LEET AND GO SOUTHERLY AND PARALLEL TO THE EAST-
ERN LINE OF LOT 14 A DISTANCE OF 108 FEET TO THE NORTH LINE OF
SIMWOOD PLACE; THENCE TURN LEFTAND GO EASTERLY 7 FEET TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, December 20,
2023, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both
pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which
the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jack-
son. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the
area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before
said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel
on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in
advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or
auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY
AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VID-
EO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE
SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY AT-
TEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.
JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER PRIOR TO DECEMBER 13, 2023.

WITNESS my signature this 22nd day of November 2023.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

11/30/23, 12/14/23

LEGAL

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT

IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF AREATHA S. RULE,
DECEASED

CAUSE NO. P2022-622 G/2

PETITIONER: JAMAL RULE

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN CREDITORS

Letters of Administration having been granted by the Chancery Court of Hinds County,
Mississippi to the undersigned Administrator upon the Estate of Areatha S. Rule, Deceased, notice
is hereby given to all persons having claims against said estate to present the same to the Clerk of
this Court for probation and registration according to the law, within ninety (90) days from the

first publication of this notice, or they will be forever barred.

This the 5

Jandal Rule, Administrator

day of July. 2023.

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

COUNTY OF 2( f—_{ N gk___ 2
Personally appeared before me, the undersigned authority in and for the jurisdiction

aforesaid, the within named, Jamal Rule, Administrator for the Estate of Areatha S. Rule, deceased,

who having been by me first duly sworn, states that the above Notice to Creditors is true and

correct as therein stated.

dimnSarg—

NOTARY

Damon Stevenson

Stevenson Legal Group, PLLC

1010 N. West Street

Jackson, MS 39202

Telephone: (769) 251-0207, Facsimile: (601) 608-7872

12/7/2023 12/14/2023 12/21/2023

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPEAL FOR A REZONING

ZONING CASE NO. 4228

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected
thereby, that Kristi Kirkwood has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jack-
son, an application requesting a Rezoning from R-1A (Single-Family) Residential
District to R-2 (Single-Family & Two-Family) Residential District to allow for the
construction of a two family residential unit for the property located at 0 Old Can-
ton Rd. (Parcel 564-16) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi,
and being more particularly described as:

Lot 1, Block B, Canton Club Subdivision, Part 1, a subdivision according to the
map or plat thereof which is on file and record in the office of the Chancery Clerk
of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 12 at Page 26 thereof,
reference to which is made in aid of and as a part of this description. And being
the same property described in Instrument recorded in Book 4584 at Page 507.

Said application was heard by the City Planning Board on Wednesday, October
25, 2023 with a recommendation to deny. The applicant has filed an Appeal of the
recommendation of the Planning Board. The Case will be heard at the City Coun-
cil's Zoning Meeting in the Council Chambers, First Floor, City Hall, 219 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 2:30 p.m., on Monday, December 18, 2023.

WITNESS my signature this 21st day of November 2023.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator

City of Jackson, Mississippi

11/30/23, 12/14/23
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Electronic Bidding
Advertisement for Bids
Bid 3253 ESSER Renovations for Murrah High School

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office,
662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevail-
ing Time) Tuesday, January 30, 2024, at which time and place they will be publicly
opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the project for Murrah
High School will be held at 1400 Murrah Drive, Jackson, MS 39202 on Thursday,
January 18, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. Attendance at the pre-bid conference is not manda-
tory but strongly encouraged. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject
any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid
if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.jpsdmsproj-
ects.com. A $300.00 Non-refundable deposit shall be required on each set of bid
specs/documents and must be purchased through the website. All plan holders
are required to have a valid email address for registration. Questions regarding
website registration and online orders, please contact Plan House Printing, 607
W. Main Street, Tupelo, MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid
documents please contact Cody Farris at Duvall Decker. Phone:601-713-1128 or
Email: ecnf@duvalldecker.com.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until
9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be
delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS

39201. All bid openings will be recorded and uploaded to the JPSD web site at
www.jackson.k12.ms.us at YouTube: /JPSITV for public viewing. Due to COVID
19, vendors will not be allowed to sit in on bids openings.

12/07/23, 12/14/23

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING
ZONING CASE NO. 4238

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected
thereby, that OPAL Fuels has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jack-
son, an application requesting a Rezoning from I-1 (Light) Industrial District to I-2
(Heavy) Industrial District to allow for the installation of a renewable natural gas
CNG Station at the property located at 605 E. McDowell Rd. (Parcel 602-4) in the
First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly
described as:

Tract 1: The following described land and property situated in the First Judicial
District of Hinds County, Mississippi, to-wit:

Part of Lot 3 of the Ellen L. Poindexter Survey in the East % of the NW 4 of Sec-
tion 21, Township 5 North, Range 1 East, First Judicial District of Hinds County,
Mississippi, and being more particularly described by metes and bounds as:

Commence at the NW corner of Lot 3 of the Ellen L. Poindexter Survey situated
in Section 21, Township 5 North, Range 1 East, First Judicial District of Hinds
County, Mississippi, said point being on the centerline of the McDowell Road
Right-Of-Way (being 80 feet in width) as is presently laid out and existing and
proceed thence S 0 degrees 30 minutes W for 40 feet to a point on the South line
of McDowell Road; thence S 89 degrees 24 minutes E along the South line of Mc-
Dowell Road for 80 feet to the NW corner of the Bel Air Enterprises, Inc. property;
thence S 0 degrees 30 minutes W along the West line of the Bel Air Enterprises,
Inc. property for 976.0 feet; thence S 19 degrees 13 minutes E along the West
line of the Bel Air Enterprises, Inc. property for 439.4 feet; thence S 86 degrees 31
minutes E along the South line of the Bel Air Enterprises, Inc. property for 142.8
feet to the SW corner and the point of beginning of the property herein described,;
continue thence S 86 degrees 31 minutes E along the South line of the Bel Air
Enterprises, Inc. property for 961.3 feet to the SE corner of the Bel Air Enterprises,
Inc. property; said point being on the East line of Lot 3, Ellen L. Poindexter Sur-
vey; thence N 0 degrees 30 minutes E along the East line of Lot 3 for 755.0 feet;
thence North 89 degrees 30 minutes W for 960.0 feet; thence South 0 degrees 30
minutes W for 705 feet to the point of beginning of the property herein described.

Tract 2:

6.0035 Acres more or less in Lot 3 of the Ellen L. Poindexter Survey in the East
Half of the Northwest Quarter of Section 21, Township 5 North, Range 1 East,
First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi and being more particularly de-
scribed by metes and bounds as follows:

Commence at the northwest corner of the said Lot 3 of the Ellen L. Poindexter
Survey, said northwest corner being on the centerline of east McDowell Road
right of way (being 80 feet in width), and run thence south 0 degrees 30 minutes
west for a distance of 40.0 feet to a point on the south right of way line of East
McDowell Road; run thence south 89 degrees 24 minutes east along said south
right of way line of East McDowell Road for a distance of 970.0 feet to an Iron Pin
which marks the POINT OF BEGINNING for the parcel herein described; continue
thence along the said southerly right of way line of East McDowell Road for a
distance of 158.39 feet to an Iron Pin; thence turn through an interior angle of 89
degrees 39 minutes and run southerly for a distance of 200.0 feet to an Iron Pin;
thence turn through an interior angle of 270 degrees 21 minutes and run easterly
for a distance of 200.0 feet to an Iron Pin; thence turn through an interior angle of
89 degrees 39 minutes and run southerly along the east line of the said Lot 3 of
the Ellen L. Poindexter Survey for a distance of 492.45 feet to an Iron Pin; thence
turn through an interior angle of 90 degrees 27 minutes and run westerly along the
north line of Miss Jack property for a distance of 493.15 feet to an Iron Pin; thence
turn through an interior angle of 90 degrees 01 minute and run northerly along
the east line of A-1 Self Storage for a distance of 240.0 feet to an Iron Pin; thence
turn through an interior angle of 179 degrees 53 minutes and run northerly along
the east line of W. W. Grainger property for a distance of 153.3 feet to an Iron Pin;
thence turn through an interior angle of 90 degrees 00 minutes and run easterly
for a distance of 140.0 feet to an Iron Pin; thence turn through an interior angle of
270 degrees 06 minutes and run northerly along the east line of the Sandair Corp.
property for a distance of 300.0 feet to the point of beginning.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, December 20,
2023, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both
pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which
the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jack-
son. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the
area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before
said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel
on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in
advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or
auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY
AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VID-
EO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE
SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY AT-
TEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.
JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER PRIOR TO DECEMBER 13, 2023.

WITNESS my signature this 22nd day of November 2023.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator

City of Jackson, Mississippi

11/30/23, 12/14/23

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI PROHIB-
ITING THE PHYSICAL FOLLOWING OF JACKSON POLICE OFFICERS (OR
THOSE WHO ENFORCE LAW IN THE CITY OF JACKSON).

WHEREAS, the public health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City of
Jackson shall be considered by this Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the recruitment, training and retention of law enforcement officers is
a difficult acquisition; and

WHEREAS, just as the injustices committed against citizens by police, those who
serve in the capacity of enforcing the law are endangered by the circumstances
of the times; and

WHEREAS, the random act of physically following police officers imposes extra
danger and a credible threat while at the same time possibly interfering with their
enforcement of the law; and

WHEREAS, the MS Code Annotated 97-3-107(1) states that any person who pur-
posefully engages in a course of conduct directed at a specific person, or who
makes a credible threat and who knows or should know that the conduct would a
cause a reasonable person to fear for his or her own safety, to fear for the safety
of another person, or to fear damage or destruction of his or her property is guilty
of “stalking”; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the citizens of the City of Jackson that an
Ordinance be established, and our police officers’ rights are guaranteed by the
United States Constitution; and

WHEREAS, those who commit careless, physical, and intentional following of po-
lice officers shall be punishable by a fine up to $500.00 and/or up to six months
in jail.

NOW, BE IT ORDAINED that the Jackson City Council prohibits the physical fol-
lowing of Jackson Police officers in the attempt to intimidate or commit bodily
harm.

Council Member Stokes moved adoption; Council Member Hartley seconded.

Yeas — Banks, Grizzell, Hartley, Lee, Lindsay and Stokes.
Nays — None.
Absent — Foote.

ATTEST:
Angela Harris
Municipal Clerk

1, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualified Municipal Clerk and lawful custodian
of records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is
a true and exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its Regular Coun-
cil Meeting October 24, 2023 and recorded in Minute Book “6Y, Pgs. 271-272".

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 11th day of December,
2023.
SEAL Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk

12/14/23

REQUEST FOR STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
OUTSIDE LEGAL SERVICES

JMAA PROJECT NUMBER 010-24

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“*JMAA”) is requesting Statement of
Qualifications (each, a “Statement of Qualifications”) to provide legal and related
services (the “Services”) to JMAA in connection with the Jackson Municipal Airport
Authority Outside Legal Services at JMAA Project No. 010-24.

JMAA will receive sealed<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>