
How do you live in a world, 
a society, or even a state where 
people are discriminated 
against because of their race or 
ethnicity, and not talk about it?  
Isn’t there a certain sickness 
in not talking about it –  that 
whole thing about sins thriv-
ing in darkness. What impact 
does silence bring?  Does it re-
duce racism?  Does it increase 
racism?  Does silence paralyz e 
us in the status quo?  How im-
portant is it to talk about rac-
ism?

Here in Mississippi its easy 
to see racist behavior, to see 
and hear prejudiced people. 
We recall that it took the state 
148 years to ratify the 13th 
Amendment to the Constitu-

tion… ”  the amendment was 
ratifi ed after three-fourths 
of the states backed it in De-
cember 1865. Four remaining 
states all eventually ratifi ed 
the amendment –  except for 
Mississippi.

Mississippi voted to ratify 
the amendment in 1995 but 
failed to make it offi cial by 
notifying the U.S. Archivist,”  
per www.cbsnews.com on Feb-
ruary 18, 2013. It was referred 
to as an error, an oversight, to 
not have the 1995 resolution 
sent to the Federal Register to 
make it offi cial. 

Occasionally I’m reminded 
by a life-long and incredibly 
sage and insightful Missis-

California G ov. G avin 
N ewsom selected Jackson 
State University political 
science graduate Laphonz a  
Butler to fi ll the seat of the 
late Democratic Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein.

Acting President of JSU 
Elayne H. Anthony, Ph.D. 
was elated when she heard 
that Butler, a JSU graduate 

had been selected. She told 
The Mississippi Link news-
paper, “ JSU is very proud 
that one our alums has be-
come the newest member of 
the United States Senate.”  
She went on to say, “ We 
congratulate Ms. Laphonz a 
Butler on her awesome ap-
pointment”

Butler is the president of 

“ If we can orga-
niz e the Southern 
States for massive 
resistance to this or-
der ( Brown v. Board 

of Education of Topeka) , I think 
that in time the rest of the country 
will realiz e that racial integration 
is not going to be accepted in 
the South,”  Harry Byrd, Senator 
from V irginia, February 1956.

Sixty-fi ve years later, B  Di-
rector Christopher Wray spoke 
to the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, saying in part, “ domestic 
terrorism was ‘ metastasiz ing’ 
across the country, reaffi rming 
the threat from racially motivat-
ed extremists,”  per the N ew Y ork 
Times on May 2, 2021. He con-
demned the January 6th insur-
rection and indicated that agents 
had opened 2,000 domestic ter-
rorism inquiries in recent years. 

Certainly, there are many dif-
ferences in these two men and 
what they had to say, but the 
commonality is clear – the intent 
and the recognition of harm done 
to others, and all racially moti-
vated.

Looking back, despite the 
horrifi c destruction of the Civil 
War, the Supreme Court was no 
friend of integration over the 
next many decades, ultimately 
siding with white supremacy in 
their decisions. Then came the 
May 17, 1954, Brown v. Board 
of Education of Topeka ruling – 
the landscape had changed and 
“ the Supreme Court unanimous-
ly invalidated racial segregation 

in public education, saying that 
segregating public schools were 
‘ inherently unequal’ and violat-
ed the Equal Protection Clause 
of the 14th Amendment.”  The 
Southern racial caste system now 

had a massive chink in its armor, 
as discussed by The Equal Jus-
tice Institute ( https://ej i.org) .

V irginia Senator Byrd pushed 
his Southern Manifesto – will-
ful disobedience and disruption 

to block any form of school 
desegregation – along with his 
colleagues comprised of 19 
Senators and 82 Representatives. 
Their Southern Manifesto de-
clared the Brown ruling a clear 
abuse of judicial power and a 
violation of States’ Rights.

Some of the “ tactics called for 
included:  1)  white parents try-
ing to deny black children equal 
education by voting to close and 
defund public schools, 2)  trans-
ferring their children to private 
white only schools, 3)  harass-
ing and violently attacking black 
students while their own children 
watched or participated,”  accord-
ing to Segregation in America, a 
report fi led by J  in 2 8. 

The introduction to the report, 
states, “ Segregation in America 
documents how millions of white 
Americans joined a mass move-
ment of committed, unwavering 
and often violent opposition to 
the Civil Rights Movement. EJI 
believes that understanding this 
mass opposition to racial equal-
ity, integration, and civil rights 
is central to confronting the con-
tinuing challenges of racial in-
equality today.”  The full report 
can be found at www.segregatio-
ninamerica.ej i.org.

In a section of the report, 
entitled, ‘ The inequality that 
remains,’ it shares in part, “ Be-
cause our nation failed to con-
front the narrative of racial dif-
ference in the decades after the 
assassinations of national civil 
rights leaders and the rise of pol-
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In a press release dated September 30, 
2023, Congressman Bennie Thompson 
( 2nd District D-MS)  announced he was 
pleased that the House of Representa-
tives had taken decisive action to pre-
vent a looming government shutdown 
by swiftly passing a crucial stopgap 
measure. This legislation secures gov-
ernment funding for the next 45 days, 
averting a potentially devastating crisis.

Thompson was the only member of 
the Mississippi delegation to support 
this measure, representing his com-
mitment to thousands of Mississippi 
government workers and families who 
would face tremendous hardships.

The Mississippi Link appreciates his 
leadership in putting the country fi rst. 
Minnie G arrett, copy editor, stated, 
“ Congressman Thompson has always 
placed people above politics and ‘ The 
Link’ thanks Representative Thompson 
for his vote on the resolution that kept 
the government open.”

In the press release, Thompson stated, 

“ This emphasiz es the unwavering dedi-
cation of my Democratic colleagues and 
myself to the American people. I want 
to stress the strong support from our 
side of the aisle, in stark contrast to the 
decision of over 90 Republicans who 
voted against this bill, putting us on the 
brink of a government shutdown.”  

Thompson noted, “ I remain steadfast 
in prioritiz ing the stability and welfare 
of our nation.”

The stopgap measure will provide 
certainty and stability for businesses, 
consumers and federal workers, ensur-
ing that the government can continue 
to provide essential services, such as 
Social Security, Medicare and national 
security, as well as funding for domestic 
disaster relief.

Thompson added that he hopes the 
Senate will also pass the stopgap mea-
sure quickly, to avoid any further un-
certainty or disruption. He also urged 
his Republican colleagues to put aside 
partisan differences to ensure that the 
government can continue to operate ef-
fi ciently.

Massive resistance revisited
to compare progress toward equality
On the eve of Mississippi’s General Election, a look back at then and now

Congressman Thompson 
commends House passage
of crucial stopgap measure

Racism – 
let’s talk 
about it

How important is it to talk about racism? In 
Mississippi lo and behold there are signs of progress – 
more pastors and more hearts are desperately needed.

JSU alumna Laphonza 
Butler to fi ll Senate seat 
of the late Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein, appointed

by Gov. Gavin Newsom

UN PHOTO/PAULO FILGUEIRAS, VIA WWW.UN.ORG

Butler returned to her alma mater, Jackson State University to 
serve as keynote speaker for the 50th Anniversary of the Depart-
ment of Political Science in April.   PHOTO BY WILLIAM H. KELLY III
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Ella Baker, a leader of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, at 
1964 National Democratic Convention. 

March for Voting Rights at Edmund Pettis Bridge in Selma, AL in 1965 
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N ew Horiz on Church Interna-
tional ( 1750 Ellis Avenue # 200, 
Jackson, Miss. 39204)  held its 
WOW Wednesday –  Ordination 
Service at 7 p.m. on September 
27, 2023. The service was one of 
celebration for one ordained el-
der and eight ordained associate 
ministers who underwent train-
ing. Ordained as elder was Elder 
James Holman. Ordained asso-
ciate ministers were:  Ministers 
Cardell Bell, Simon Portis and 
Rashida Walker. Ordained pas-
tors were Pastors Titus Braboy, 
Allan Cole, Denesia Lofton, 
G ene Washington and Tanna 
Williams.  

Though the occasion was one 
of commendation, it brought 
with it caution. Bishop Ron-
nie Crudup, Sr –  the church’s 
overseer –  voiced that the or-
dained will experience surpris-
es throughout their ministerial 
journey. However, remembering 
and relying on G od for guidance 
–  rather than themselves –  was 
key to Christian maturity. 

“ Ordination is a big thing. It 
takes years to demonstrate ma-
turity in the Lord. Ordination is 

also about a spiritual awakening:  
people fi lled with the spirit of 
G od. It also means ‘ the harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few 
( Luke 10: 2) ,’”  said the bishop. 

Explaining that while forging 
ahead, there will be things that 
will give the ordained pause, 
Crudup never fell short of words. 
He referenced responsibility and 
accountability. In their Chris-
tian walk, the ordained must be 
mindful that their role is to ap-
pease G od, not people. Cloaked 
in His armor, despite storms, is 
the mechanism for withstanding 
the tests placed in their paths.

Noting that the offi ce in which 
the ordained were called, Crud-
up made it known that theirs 
was a dual obligation. They must 
teach, encourage and provide for 
the Lord’s family. Further, they 
must seek the lost sheep that 
have gone astray. While empha-
siz ing the need for the ordained 
to do the work as good and faith-
ful servants, the overseer said, 
“ The people you shall oversee 
are the sheep of G od that He 
bought. See to it that you never 
cease your care, your diligence, 
until you have done everything 
in your ability to care and that 

you have clearly determined by 
G od’s grace to give yourself to-
tally to G od.”

In his prayer for the ordained 
and their spouses, Crudup asked 
G od to invoke His spirit upon 
them and to make them a pow-
erful team for His glory. “ Take 
them far and wide. May they lack 
nothing to do your will, Lord.”

It’s customary that the or-
dained receive stoles and pins. 
Once all were awarded, Crudup 
charged, “ Wear the stole and pin 
with dignity and respect. “ Re-
member who you are.”

Executive Pastor Jason G oree 

delivered the address and ex-
pressed excitement for the or-
dained. “ I’m encouraged because 
you have survived every attack 
the enemy set against you. He 
didn’t want you to see this mo-
ment, but you survived it. Don’t 
trust your feelings. Y ou’ve got to 
get up and fi ght because this is 
bigger than you. Y ou’re standing 
on the shoulders of every elder 
that has come before you. Don’t 
let the shoulders down.”  

While proclaiming that those 
ordained had power over every 
scheme placed in their path by 
the enemy, they must trust “ the 

things that [ they]  stand on and 
must demand themselves to be 
great. They are called to operate 
in full control. N ot only must they 
preach, but they must “ preach 
like [ they’ve]  never preached 
before.”  Also, they must have 
a commitment to serve. G oree 
charged the ordained spouses 
and families present to become 
prayer warriors and intercessors 
for those extolled.

Among those witnessing the 
occasion were persons who 
reacted. Joycelyn Coward of 
Brandon stated, “ This was a 
remarkable experience for me. 
I was able to receive in one set-
ting knowledge of what it takes 
to undergo such a process as this. 
It’s no joke. I wish the elder and 
ministers well.”

John Height of Ocean Springs 
claimed, “ The questions raised 
by Bishop Crudup to determine 
commitment from the elder and 
ministers gave me a lot to think 
about. To take a role seriously is 
what the Lord wants. I hope the 
ordained will live up to their re-
sponsibility. People are suffering 
and need guidance.”

New Horizon Church International presents 
WOW Wednesday – Ordination Service

New Horizon Founder and Senior Pastor Ronnie Crudup offering the charge to ministers and spouses during the Ordination service.

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing W riter



sippian –  a man who was born in 
1942 in Jackson, that “ everything 
is about race in Mississippi.”  Can 
the same be said about other Deep 
South states?  Perhaps, but Mis-
sissippi seems to occupy a unique 
space for hatred of minorities, es-
pecially African Americans –  for 
many citiz ens here the journey 
from supremacy to equality hap-
pens grudgingly, at best.

Was it an error or oversight that 
it took Mississippi 130 years to 
ratify the abolishment of slavery, 
and then another 18 years to make 
it offi cial  Abhorrent behavior like 
this does not occur in a vacuum, it 
always occurs against a backdrop 
of similar behavior. Racism siz z les 
still in Mississippi today –  but G od 
forbid we talk about it.

In the contradiction of all con-
tradictions, Mississippi is “ highly 
religious”  according to the Pew 
Research Center’s Religious 
Landscape Study. They look at 
four measures to make the deter-
mination and then do the rank-
ings:  1)  Religious attendance, 2)  
Frequency of prayer, 3)  Belief in 
G od, and 4)  Self-assessment of 
the importance of religion. “ Based 
on these measures, two states 
were determined to be the most 
religious. Both Alabama and Mis-
sissippi came out on top. In each 
state, 77%  of residents were be-
lieved to be “ highly religious.”

Sometimes you just have to stop 
and take a few deeps breaths when 
you read things like this. Can you 
imagine the positive change in 
our state that could be realiz ed if 
that 77%  translated to anti-racism 
and pro-equality behaviors?  Life 
changing!  Mississippi could shed 
its sordid reputation of racism and 
oppression, and in the process be-
come a new mecca in the United 
States.

In the English Standard V ersion 

of the Bible, the G ospel of John, 
proclaims “ If we say we have fel-
lowship with him while we walk in 
darkness, we lie and do not practice 
the truth,”  1 John 1: 6. And 1 John 
3: 11 says, “ For this is the message 
which you have heard from the 
beginning, that we are to love one 
another.”  It sure seems like in Mis-
sissippi far too many people, who 
all claim to be Christians, have in-
serted their own permanent caveat 
–  for them the G ospel says; “ that 
we are to love one another, ‘ except 
if the other is black.’ If that were 
not the case, we simply wouldn’t 
be siz z ling, would we?  

While there is no question as to 
the generational potency of racism 
in Mississippi –  that there surely is 
a cauldron on racist thinking and 
behavior here  we do fi nd racism 
in other parts of the world.

The United N ations website 
homepage says, “ 75 years after the 
adoption of the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights, the urgency 
of combatting racism and racial 
discrimination remains.

“ Every day, each and every one 
of us can stand up against racial 
prejudice and disrespectful atti-
tudes. Let’s build a world beyond 
racism and discrimination, where 
we all exercise our human rights,”
www.un.org.  The Secretary-G en-
eral of the United N ations, Antonio 
G uterres, says, “ Wherever we see 
racism, we must condemn it with-
out reservation, without hesitation, 
without ualifi cation.” Standing 
up and speaking out is anti-silence.

There is an interesting phrase 
in the Road to Fight Racism sec-
tion of the United N ations web-
site:  “ Racism harms not just the 
lives of those who endure it but 
also society as a whole. It deepens 
mistrust, casting suspicion on all 
sides and tearing apart the social 
fabric.” sn t that phrase a re  ec-

tion of what we see in Mississippi 
every day?  Harm brought unceas-
ingly to our African-American 
brothers and sisters. And a society 
that is deeply harmed as well; last 
in everything that matters, ex-
treme poverty including children, 
highest incarceration rates in the 
world, healthcare collapsing in ru-
ral areas, grift and fraud by elected 
offi cials.

Here’s what they say can be 
done about it:  Avoid being silent, 
start conversations, change the 
narrative, and raise awareness. 

There is a growing grassroots 
movement afoot in the United 
States, black and white pastors 
coming together and working to-
gether, and we need to support 
these initiatives. Two examples, 
in this case Methodists:  The 
N orth Carolina Conference of The 
United Methodist Church offers a 
list of nine practical things your 
church can do to combat racism. 

ou can fi nd out more at https://
nccumc.org/ media-center. 

And right here in Jackson, Pas-
tors Domini Henry ( Anderson 
United Methodist Church)  and 
Bruce Case ( St. Luke’s United 
Methodist Church)  are working 
throughout Mississippi, bringing 
groups together for discussions 
centered on storytelling and empa-
thy building with over 65 pastors 
since before the pandemic. Thus 
far over 700 people have partici-
pated in the project entitled, Dis-
mantling Racism –  Ending Racism 
for G ood.

There are signs that hearts are 
changing, slowly yes, but more 
steadily over time. Let’s talk about 
it. 

Contact P astor Henry at do-
mini@andersonumc.org or P astor 
Case at j brucecase@gmail.org for 
more information. 

iticians opposed to civil rights signaled 
the end of the Civil Rights Movement, 
white opposition rebranded itself while 
racial inequality grew.

In 2016, the rate of African American 
unemployment ( 8.4 percent)  was nearly 
double the rate for white Americans ( 4.3 
percent) . A 2017 study concluded that 
‘ discrimination against black job appli-
cants hasn’t changed since the 1990s.’ 
In part due to high rates of joblessness, 
22 percent of African Americans live in 
poverty, compared to 9 percent of white 
Americans. The racial wealth gap nearly 
tripled between 1984 and 2009, and to-
day, for every $100 of wealth held by 
a white family, a black family has just 
$5.04. 

or a  eeting moment, racial ustice 
challenged the American conscience and 
became a critical issue for this nation. 
But a generation later, racial injustice 
was again a burden that black communi-
ties bore in resegregated isolation, while 
many white Americans actively defended 
the status quo or avoided serious engage-
ment with racial issues entirely.

The number of white adults reporting 
‘ no interest’ in the issue of employment 
discrimination against Black Americans 
rose from 13 percent in 1964 to 34 per-
cent in 2000. The expression of racial 
apathy in the post-civil rights era is one 
new way in which white Americans can 
deny having negative feelings toward 
racial minorities while indirectly sup-
porting the racial status quo. Thirty-eight 
percent of White Americans agreed that 
the nation has already made the changes 
necessary to achieve equal rights while 

only 8 percent of Black Americans said 
the same,”  all per www.segregationina-
merica.ej i.org.

“ Black Americans’ resistance to racial 
inequality has deep roots in U.S. history 
and has taken many forms – from slave 
rebellions during the colonial era and 
through the Civil War to protest move-
ments in the 1950s, ’60s and today. But 
Black Americans have also built institu-
tions to support their communities such 
as churches, colleges and universities, 
printing presses and fraternal organiz a-
tions. These movements and institutions 
have stressed the importance of freedom, 
self-determination and equal protection 
under the law,”  per the Pew Research 
Center on January 20, 2023.

As we approach Mississippi’s G eneral 
Election on N ovember 7th, we must re-
solve to exercise our right to vote. Ac-
cording to The Brennan Center, there 
have been at least 569 bills in 49 states 
to restrict and suppress voting in the last 
three years alone. 

“ Let’s be clear:  V oter suppression is 
real. From making it harder to regis-
ter and stay on the rolls to moving and 
closing polling places to rejecting law-
ful ballots, we can no longer ignore 
these threats to democracy,”  said Stacey 
Abrams in 2019.

Only months before his death in 2020, 
Representative John Lewis was quoted 
saying, “ The vote is the most powerful 
nonviolent change agent you have in a 
democratic society. Y ou must use it be-
cause it is not guaranteed. Y ou can lose 
it,”  per the N ational Museum of African 
American History and Culture.

EMILY ’s List, the nation’s largest re-
source for women in politics devoted to 
helping pro-choice Democratic women 
run and win at every level of govern-
ment. She will make history as the third 
black woman to serve in the Senate 
and the fi rst openly GBTQ  person to 
serve in the chamber representing Cali-
fornia.

Butler grew up in Magnolia, Missis-
sippi, and earned her bachelor’s degree 
in political science from Jackson State 
University in 2001. In April, she re-
turned to her alma mater to serve as a 
keynote for the 50th Anniversary of the 
Department of Political Science.

Mary Coleman, Ph.D., served as chair 
of the JSU political science department 
from 1996-2005. She recalls Butler ex-
celling as a student and a human being. 
She described her as a trailblaz er and 
citiz en of the world.  

“ Laphonz a entered JSU in 1997 with 
a clear commitment to be useful. She 
studied and joined organiz ations, but 
mostly, she read, listened and probed 
with a desire to think about how to 
translate book learning into conse-
quential actions for herself and others,”  
Coleman said.  

The retired professor described Butler 
as one who sought to chart her own path 

and build durable pathways for Ameri-
cans not-to-the-manor born. 

“ As a second-generation college stu-
dent from modest beginnings, she was 
intentional, focused and analytical. Her 
mother’s educational journey informed 
her own; it motivated and pushed her 
into greater self-effi cacy. She imagined 
herself in the future of the community 
and nation and did not surrender to 
hollowed-out opportunities,”  Coleman 
said. “ I was honored to know her, to 
teach and mentor her along with scores 
of other faculty at JSU.”

For two decades, Butler’s leadership 
in Democratic politics, labor move-
ment, and campaign strategy empow-
ered women as she devoted her life to 
helping them fi nd their voices.

Butler has built her professional ca-
reer primarily in California, where she 
led the nation’s largest union –  Homec-
are Workers’ Union, SEIU Local 2015.

Before her role at EMILY ’s List, But-
ler was the director of Public Policy and 
Campaigns in N orth America for Airb-
nb. Additionally, she was a partner at 
SCRB Strategies, a political consulting 
fi rm, where she collaborated with vari-
ous candidates and served as a senior 
advisor to V ice President Kamala Har-
ris’s presidential campaign.
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Executive Pastor Jason Goree (L) and Sr. Pastor Ron-
nie Crudup (R) laying hands on minister.

Ordained as associate minister during ceremony is 
Rashida Walker (R) with husband Felix Walker (L)
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The Collis Hill Church of 
Christ Holiness, USA, pas-
tored by Elder Kevin Ware, 
held a Meet & G reet event in 
honor of City of Jackson Po-
lice Chief Joseph Wade, Tues-
day, September 26, 2023 at 6 
p.m. The event was planned 
by Faye Jackson, a member of 
Collis Hill.

“ Chief Wade is a native 
of Terry who lived directly 
across the street from the 
church”  stated Jackson, who 
has known the chief his entire 
life. Jackson said she came up 
with the idea of honoring the 
town’s native son and asked 
Elder Ware if she could plan 
a celebration in his honor and 
he agreed. 

The event was well attended 
by several City of Jackson po-
lice offi cers, members of the 
community, as well as friends 
and family.

Also noted in attendance 
were Police Chief of Terry 
Anthony Moore; Jackson 
State University Police Chief 
Herman Horton, Hinds Coun-
ty Sheriff Tyree Jones; Hinds 
County District Attorney 
Jody Owens; City of Jackson 
Deputy Chief V incent G riz -

z ell and Bishop G lake Hill, 
Christ Holiness, South Cen-
tral Diocese.

The church is located at 
1653 Moncure Road in Terry.

City of Jackson Police Chief 
Joseph Wade honored at Meet 

and Greet at Collis Hill COCHUSA

La  enforcement offi cers standing ith seated offi cials Moore, ens, orton, ade, rizzell and ones

Chief ade and Bishop Bla e ill greet each other ith a hand sha e 
as Pastor evin are loo s on.  P  B  A  N N

aye ac son, planner of the event, gives the occasion.

By ac ie ampton
Publisher

Hinds County School District Weekly Update

RAYMOND HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
Raymond High School, in partnership with Ranger 
Pride PTSO, congratulates their August Students of the 
Month.  We extend a special thanks to the sponsor Sal 
and Mookie’s for providing each student with a gift 
card.

ENG AG I NG - EMPO WERI NG - ENSU RI NG - EX CELLENCE

Pictured l r  bony Cavett, choral directress at erry igh chool and Byram 
Middle chool and Pertrina McIntosh, choral directress at aymond igh 

chool and Carver Middle chool
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Located in a historic area in 
N atchez , Miss. ( 301 Main Street)  
is N atchez  Museum of African 
American Culture ( N MAAC) . The 
concept of preserving N atchez  Af-
rican American history and culture 
began in 1979 by Mary Lee Davis-
Toles. Eleven years later ( 1990)  the 
museum was established by Davis-
Lee and her constituents:  Patricia A. 
Washington, Josie G ilchrist-Camp-
er, Flora Terrell and Mary White.

At the museum lies the rich histo-
ry and culture of people of African 
origin and descent in the Southern 
US. Housed within the walls are 
the contributions they made in the 
growth of N atchez  and the nation. 
Together, the museum and these ex-
hibits occupy approximately 10,000 
square feet of space. 

Information relayed to the public 
dates back to 1716 with the incor-
poration of the City of N atchez  and 
the link to present day events. These 
events disclose exhibits that cover 
the era of slavery, the Civil War, 
Reconstruction, 20th Century wars 
and the Civil Rights era.

“ We show N atchez  in the antebel-
lum years. We developed through 
three different cultures –  French, 
English and Spanish. There were 
artisans, settlers and slaves,”  stated 
Bobby L. Dennis, the museum’s di-
rector who served as storyteller to 
tourists. 

Despite cultures, N atchez  was 
incorporated under Spanish rule. 
Forks of the Road ( the second larg-
est slave market in the Southern 
US)  had a role in the international 
slave trade. It sold slaves that were 
basically born of slaves in America 
that had no ties to Africa. N atchez  
underwent a shift in slavery. Ac-
cording to Dennis, unlike com-
mon perception –  or misconcep-
tion –  Mississippi’s origins are not 
found in the mansions of antebellum 
plantations, but in the fi ght to sur-
vive colonial disorder. Free people 
of color were always a part of that 
story, and their frequent absence in 
N atchez ’s printed history should be 

remedied. 
A short fi lm presents an over-

view of the Mississippi Constitu-
tion. The Mississippi Hall of Fame 
reveals contributions by three noted 
individuals. John Roy Lynch was 
the fi rst black member in the state s 
House of Representatives and the 
fi rst to deliver the keynote address 
among his constituents at the Re-
publican N ational Convention. The 
Rev. Hiram R. Revels, a minister 
in the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, was an American Republi-
can politician, and the fi rst president 
of Alcorn Agricultural and Mechan-
ical College ( now Alcorn State Uni-
versity) . Richard Wright –  native of 
Roxie, Miss. –  graduated as valedic-
torian from Smith Robertson School 
( now Smith Robertson Museum and 
Cultural Center)  and was an Ameri-
can author of novels, short stories, 
poems and non-fi ction. He focused 
mostly on racial themes, especial-
ly related to the plight of African 
Americans suffering discrimination 
and violence during the late 19th to 
mid-20th centuries. 

N MAAC has been the launch 
pad for many eminent, success-
ful and inspiring children since its 
inception. “ We never give you the 
dynamics of what [ men or women 
brought with them]  before they were 
slaves. There is a need to understand 
how we have struggled to survive 
and tell our stories to the children,”  
said Dennis. 

Dennis continued his point when 
he brought to memory the back-in-
the day concept of families sitting 
together at the dinner table. He 
charged modern-day African Amer-
icans with failing “ to pass down our 
stories to the children.”  Such failure 
has contributed to “ distorted histo-
ry, misplaced values, disrespect and 
violence.”  

N atchez  Museum of African 
American Culture is open from 10 
a.m. to 4: 30 p.m. ( MWF)  and from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. ( Sat) .

For further inq uiry, call 601 493-
45 5 0, 601 445 -0728, or visit www.
visitnapac.net or bobbyden@visit-
napac.com.

With the N ovember 7, 2023, 
G eneral Election quickly ap-
proaching, Mississippians 
need to be aware of upcoming 
important dates and deadlines. 

V oter Registration 
The 2023 G eneral Election 

voter registration deadlines 
are:  

In-person at the circuit or 
municipal clerk s offi ce by  
p.m. Monday, October 9. 

Note  Circuit clerk s offi ces 
will be open for in-person vot-
er registration Saturday, Octo-
ber 7, from 8 a.m. until noon. 

Mail-in registration applica-
tions must be postmarked no 
later than Tuesday, October 
10. 

Absentee Ballots 
In-person and mail-in ab-

sentee ballots are now avail-
able through your county cir-
cuit clerk s offi ce for the 2 23 

G eneral Election.
To verify eligibility, Missis-

sippians can utiliz e the Step-
By-Step Absentee G uide from 
the Secretary of State s ffi ce 
or contact your local circuit 
clerk. If eligible, ballots will 
be provided upon request by 
your circuit clerk. 

For those who cannot visit 
your circuit clerk s offi ce dur-
ing the work week, Saturday 
in-person absentee voting 

dates are October 28 and N o-
vember 4, from 8 a.m. until 
noon. 

Campaign Finance 
Periodic Campaign Finance 
eports are due by  p.m. 

Tuesday, October 10, in the 
appropriate offi ce for 2 23 
candidates and political com-
mittees supporting or oppos-
ing 2023 candidates. 

Mississippi law ( MS Code 
Ann.  23- -8 b ii  and 

23- -8 e  re uires all can-
didates for elective offi ce ex-
cluding candidates for federal 
offi ce  to fi le campaign fi nance 
disclosure reports.

Candidates may fi le cam-
paign fi nance reports via  

Email:  CampaignFinance@
sos.ms.gov or Shelby.Scog-
gins@ sos.ms.gov 

In person:  401 Mississippi 
Street, Jackson, MS 39201 or 
1141 Bayview Avenue, Suite 

2 , Biloxi, MS 3 3
Mail:  P.O. Box 136, Jack-

son, MS 3 2 - 3  lease 
note that mailed-in reports 
must actually be received by 
the required date and the post-
marked date will not be con-
sidered.  ax  -2 4 .

For elections q uestions, call 
the Elections Division at 800 
829-6786, email ElectionsA n-
swers@sos.ms.gov, or visit 
Y allVote.ms. 

The U.S. Senate on Friday 
confi rmed a U.S. attorney in 
Mississippi who will over-
see the largest public cor-
ruption case in the state’s 
history. 

President Joe Biden nomi-
nated Todd G ee for the post 
overseeing the Southern 
District of Mississippi in 
September 2022. His nomi-
nation stalled until April, 
when both of Mississippi’s 
Republican U.S. Senators, 
Roger Wicker and Cindy 
Hyde-Smith, had indicated 
they would support his nom-
ination. Gee was confi rmed 
Friday in an 82-8 vote, with 
all votes against him coming 
from other Republicans. 

The U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fi ce for the Southern District 
of Mississippi has overseen 
prosecutions related to a 
sprawling corruption scan-
dal in which $ 77 million of 
federal welfare funds in-
tended to help some of the 
poorest people in the U.S. 
were instead diverted to the 
rich and powerful.

The former head of Mis-
sissippi’s Department of 
Human Services and for-
mer nonprofi t leaders have 
pleaded guilty to state and 
federal charges for mis-
spending money through the 
Temporary Assistance for 
N eedy Families program. 

The scandal has ensnared 
high-profi le fi gures, includ-
ing retired N FL quarterback 
Brett Favre, who is one of 
more than three doz en de-
fendants in a lawsuit that the 

current Human Services di-
rector fi led to try to recover 
some of the welfare money. 

In a statement posted on 
social media Friday, Mis-
sissippi State Auditor Shad 
White, whose offi ce inves-
tigated the scandal, said 
federal prosecutors decide 
whom to charge, and his re-
lationship with them would 
not change. 

“ The appointment of Mr. 
G ee changes nothing in our 
posture,”  he wrote. “ We will 
continue to work with fed-
eral prosecutors to bring the 
case to a conclusion.”  

Since 2018, G ee has served 
as deputy chief of the Pub-
lic Integrity Section of the 
United States Department of 
Justice, according to a White 
House news release. He was 
also an assistant U.S. Attor-
ney in the District of Colum-
bia from 2  to 2 . 

Darren LaMarca had been 
serving as U.S. attorney 
for the Southern District of 
Mississippi since his prede-
cessor, Mike Hurst, resigned 
after President Joe Bideǹ s 
election in 2020. Hurst was 
appointed by former Presi-
dent Donald Trump. It’s 
common for federal pros-
ecutors to resign when the 
administration changes. 

Michael G oldberg is a 
corps member for the A s-
sociated P ress/Report for 
A merica Statehouse N ews 
Initiative. Report for A mer-
ca  a non rofi t nat onal 

service program that places 
j ournalists in local news-
rooms to report on under-
covered issues. Follow him 
at @mikergoldberg. 
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Natchez Museum of African 
American Culture encourages 

tourists to tell true stories

Upcoming General Election deadlines 
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Director Bobby L. Dennis addresses the signifi cance of various 
artifacts at Natchez Museum of African American Culture. 

Ivory Phillips, Ph.D, raises questions pertaining to dipictions of 
life in Natchez and other cities. 

By Michael Goldberg
A ssociated Press/ R eport 
for A merica
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Senator Dianne Feinstein of 
California, a stalwart advocate 
for gun control measures and 
a fi gure known for seeking 
bipartisan cooperation dur-
ing her extensive tenure in the 
Senate, has died at 90. 

Feinstein, renowned as the 
Senate’s elder stateswoman, 
the lengthiest-serving female 
senator, and the lengthiest-
serving Californian senator, 
announced her decision to re-
tire in ebruary, sparking both 
accolades and concerns about 
her health.

Following her retirement 
announcement, President Joe 
Biden commended his former 
Senate colleague, praising 
her as a “ passionate defender 
of civil liberties and a strong 
voice for national security pol-
icies that keep us safe while 
honoring our values.”  

In late February, when Fein-
stein was absent from crucial 
votes, her spokesperson dis-
closed that she was tending to 
a health matter in California 
and expressed hopes for her 
swift return to Washington. 

The California Democrat 
has supported gun control ini-
tiatives throughout her career, 
most notably by spearhead-
ing the 1994 campaign for the 
assault weapons ban, which 
President Bill Clinton signed 
into law. She continued to ad-
vocate for stringent gun con-
trol measures after the ban’s 

expiration in 2004. As chair-
woman of the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee, Feinstein 
spearheaded a comprehensive 
investigation into the CIA’s 
post-9/ 11 detention and inter-
rogation program, culminat-
ing in legislation prohibiting 
such torture methods. 

Positioned as a centrist 
Democrat, Feinstein won 
recognition for her efforts to 
bridge divides with Republi-
cans, a stance that occasion-
ally drew criticism from pro-
gressive party members. She 
diverged from them on several 
signifi cant issues, including 
her opposition to single-payer, 
government-run healthcare 
and her reservations about the 
ambitious G reen N ew Deal. 
These ideological differences 
came to a head during the 
confi rmation hearings for Su-
preme Court nominee Amy 
Coney Barrett in October 
2020, when Feinstein’s cordial 
exchange with Senate Judi-
ciary Committee Chairman 
Lindsey G raham garnered 
swift calls for her removal as 

ranking member. Ultimately, 
she did step down. 

Feinstein was an advocate 
for preserving Senate tradi-
tions. Y et, in 2021, she ex-
pressed a willingness to con-
sider ad ustments to fi libuster 
rules if Democrats encoun-
tered obstacles in passing crit-
ical components of their legis-
lative agenda, such as voting 
rights reforms, gun control, 
and the reauthoriz ation of the 
landmark iolence Against 
Women Act.

There was mounting pres-
sure for einstein to make way 
for younger lawmakers in re-
cent years, but she steadfastly 
defended her commitment to 
represent Californians. 

Democratic Representatives 
Katie Porter, Adam Schiff and 
Barbara Lee have entered the 
race for Feinstein’s Senate 
seat. 

einstein s in  uence ex-
tended far and wide in state 
and national politics, with her 
endorsement carrying signifi -
cant weight. N otably, she sug-
gested Alex Padilla, Califor-
nia’s secretary of state at the 
time, fi ll Kamala Harris  Sen-
ate seat after Harris became 
vice president. Her husband, 
investment banker ichard 
Blum, who died last year, pre-
ceded Feinstein. She is sur-
vived by her daughter, Kather-
ine Feinstein, a San Francisco 
County Superior Court judge, 
her son-in-law, ick Mariano, 
and her granddaughter, Eileen 

einstein Mariano. Cancer touches nearly every 
family in America, including 
mine. That is why fi nding cures 
and addressing the needs of pa-
tients and their families is a cen-
tral pillar of my Unity Agenda, 
as  discussed in my very fi rst 
State of the Union address  it is 
the kind of goal that can unite us 
all as Americans, regardless of 
our differences. During this N a-
tional Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month, let us all recommit to 
the work of ending cancer as we 
know it.  May we honor those we 
have lost, offer strength to those 
who continue to live with breast 
cancer, and work to protect the 
health of future generations. 

N early 300,000 women will be 
diagnosed with breast cancer this 
year, and one in eight women in 
America will be diagnosed with 
the disease in their lifetimes. We 
have made enormous progress in 
our decades-long fi ght against 
cancer —  discovering new pre-
vention and early-detection mea-
sures and exploring medicines 
and therapies to extend and save 
lives. Despite these advance-
ments, a breast cancer diagnosis 
is not only frightening but also a 
doorway into a confusing world 
of appointments, procedures, 
and expenses. While facing 
months of grueling treatments, 
breast cancer patients and their 
families are  ooded with a be-
wildering amount of medical 
information to decipher and of-
ten have to advocate to receive 
basic care and attention. On top 
of these stresses, they also worry 
about paying their medical bills.

That is why the First Lady and 
 reignited the Cancer Moonshot 

and set ambitious goals to cut 
the overall cancer death rate by 
at least half in the next 25 years, 
transform more cancers from 
death sentences into treatable 
diseases, and improve the treat-
ment experience for patients and 
their families. As a fi rst step to-
ward realiz ing these goals, I es-
tablished the Advanced Research 

ro ects Agency for Health A -
A-H  and secured 2.  billion 

in bipartisan funding to drive 

scientifi c breakthroughs in pre-
vention, detection, and treatment 
for cancer and other diseases. 
The agency is pioneering part-
nerships to help disseminate the 
impact of those breakthroughs to 
clinics and patients. And recent-
ly, it announced research into 
the use of mRN A technology, 
an innovative component of the 
C D-  vaccine, to train our 
own immune systems to fi ght 
cancer and other diseases.  It will 
also lead the exploration of novel 
technologies to enhance the pre-
cision and accuracy of surgical 
procedures involved in remov-
ing cancerous tumors from the 
body.  Also, the fi rst class of 
Moonshot scholars has been se-
lected, which will help build a 
cancer research workforce that 
better represents the diversity of 
America and prepare a new wave 
of innovators in the cancer fi eld.

Improving treatment options 
is only part of the fi ght. We 
also need to make those treat-
ments affordable for everyone 
who needs them. That is why I 
made it a priority for the n  a-
tion Reduction Act to cap out-
of-pocket drug costs for seniors 
on Medicare at 2,  per year 

 including expensive cancer 
drugs. My Administration has 
also strengthened Medicaid and 
the Affordable Care Act ACA  
to expand and protect health care 
coverage, saving nearly 15 mil-
lion Americans 8  per year on 
health insurance premiums.

Because screening and early 
detection are critical to saving 
the lives of breast cancer pa-
tients, my Administration re-
mains committed to maintaining 
and improving the accessibil-
ity of cancer care secured in the 
ACA. This means requiring in-
surers to pay for cancer screen-
ings  including mammograms  
as well as maintaining coverage 
for cancer survivors and others 
who have preexisting conditions. 
In addition, we are doubling our 
investment and making new al-
liances with community health 
centers that provide early de-
tection and support services to 

underserved communities. Most 
recently, we also expanded ac-
cess to breast cancer screenings 
for any veteran exposed to burn 
pits  regardless of their age or 
family history.

More information is available 
online at cancer.gov/ types/ breast 
or by calling -8 -422- 23  to 
reach information specialists at 
the N ational Cancer Institute, 
who can answer cancer-related 
questions in English and Span-
ish.

Also, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s N ation-
al Breast and Cervical Cancer 
Early Detection Program pro-
vides breast cancer screenings 
and diagnostic services to those 
with low incomes who are un-
insured or otherwise qualify for 
the program  learn more at cdc.
gov/cancer/nbccedp/screenings.
htm.

For the lives we can save and 
those we have lost, let this N a-
tional Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month be a moment of unity that 
rallies the country to end can-
cer as we know it. Together, we 
can give patients, survivors, and 
their families the care, hope and 
support they deserve.

N W, TH , , J -
S H . B D N J ., resident 
of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested 
in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim October 
2023 as N ational Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month.  encourage 
citiz ens, government agencies, 
private businesses, nonprofi t or-
ganiz ations and other interested 
groups to join in activities that 
will increase awareness of what 
Americans can do to prevent and 
control breast cancer and pay 
tribute to those who have lost 
their lives to this disease.

N W TN SS WH ,  
have hereunto set my hand this 
twenty-ninth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord two thou-
sand twenty-three, and of the In-
dependence of the United States 
of America the two hundred and 
forty-eighth.

Twenty-seven years after the 
death of one of the most noted 
rappers in history of the genre, 
a man has been arrested for the 
murder of rapper Tupac Shakur. 

As the years have gone by 
some suspects have come into 
the news while others have 
passed away. On September 
29, 2023, a man named Duane 
Keith Davis was arrested in Las 

egas and charged in connec-
tion with the murder of Shakur. 

The rapper and actor was 
killed September 3,  in 

as egas, at the age of 2 , af-
ter being shot four times. He 
died less than a week later at the 
University Medical Center of 
Southern N evada. Since then, 
Shakur s death has lingered 
on as a mystery that has never 
been brought to a conclusion. 

Davis is a member of the Cal-
ifornia-based gang known as 
The South Side Compton Crips 
and was a childhood friend of 
N .W.A. member Eaz y-E. Dur-
ing the early ’90s, Davis built a 
friendly relationship with Sean 
“ Diddy”  Combs.

Rumors that someone would 
be charged in Shakur s death 
have swirled for years with no 
arrests made. 

Tupac’s life was short but 
marked by artistic achievement 
in music and acting. His fam-
ily moved to Baltimore and he 
attended the Baltimore School 
for the Arts, where he studied 
acting, poetry, jaz z  and ballet. 
n the late 8 s, Tupac moved 

to California, where he joined 
the hip-hop group Digital Un-
derground as a backup dancer 
and rapper. He gained recogni-
tion for his skills and charisma 
on stage. 

In addition to his storied 
music career, Shakur pursued 
acting and appeared in fi lms 
such as “Juice” 2 , “ o-
etic Justice” 3 , “Above the 

im” 4 , and “Gridlock d” 
. He received praise for 

his acting talent. 
Tupac Shakur was born in 
ast Harlem to Afeni Shakur, 

a former Black anther, and 
Billy Garland. He was given the 
name esane arish Crooks at 
birth but later changed it to Tu-
pac Amaru Shakur after he was 
inspired by the 8th-century 
Peruvian revolutionary Tú pac 
Amaru II. 

Lauren Victoria Burke is an 
independent investigative j our-
nalist and the publisher of Black 
Virginia N ews. She is a politi-
cal analyst who appears regu-
larly on #RolandMartinU n-
fi ltered. She can be contacted 
at LBurke007@gmail.com and 
on twitter at @LVBurke 
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Twenty-seven years later: 
Suspect arrested

in murder of Tupac Shakur

Senator Dianne Feinstein, 
stalwart advocate
for gun control and 

bipartisanship, dies at 90

A Proclamation on National Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month, 2023

Rapper Tupac Shakur was mur-
dered on September 13, 1996.

Duane Keith Davis was arrested 
Sept. 29, 2023.

By Lauren Victoria Burke
N N PA  N ew sw ire Contributor

Feinstein

By Stacy M. Brown
N N PA  N ew sw ire Senior 
N ational Correspondent

Baltimore police are in-
tensifying their search for 
multiple suspects involved in 
a shooting incident that oc-
curred on the campus of Mor-
gan State University, leav-
ing fi ve individuals in ured. 
Among the victims, four are 
students of the historically 
black institution.

Baltimore Police Com-
missioner Richard Worley 
and Morgan State University 

olice Chief ance Hatcher 
told reporters that the inci-
dent happened September 
3rd around 9: 25 p.m. when 
university police offi cers, on 
their regular patrol, detected 
gunfi re from the campus.

The victims, aged between 
8 and 22, which include four 

men and a woman, sustained 
injuries that are reported to 

be non-life-threatening.
“ The entire city of Balti-

more’s heart aches for the 
Morgan community, for the 
victims and their families, 
and for our city as a whole,”  
Baltimore Mayor Brandon 
Scott stated.

Multiple windows were 
shattered during the incident, 
and school offi cials said they 
immediately began active 
shooter response protocols. 
Worley said police system-
atically cleared buildings in 
pursuit of those responsible. 

While there are indications 
that it could have been more 
than one shooter, authorities 
could not confi rm whether 
multiple assailants were in-
volved.

Hatcher said university po-
lice received notifi cation of 
the shooting at approximately 

2  p.m. and sent the fi rst 

public safety alert to the com-
munity at 9: 30 p.m., followed 
by four other notifi cations.

At approximately 11: 45 
p.m., city police announced 
via Twitter that the incident 
was no longer an “ active 
shooter situation.” University 
offi cials announced via so-
cial media that the shelter-in-
place order had been lifted, 
and shuttle services resumed 
at around 12: 30 a.m. Wednes-
day

Worley emphasiz ed that 
SWAT offi cers meticulous-
ly combed through every 
 oor of the buildings they 

searched, conducting two 
sweeps, before lifting the 
shelter-in-place order.

Authorities are urging any-
one with information to come 
forward and assist in their 
efforts to bring those respon-
sible to justice.

Multiple suspects sought 
after shooting incident
at Morgan State Univ.

Tyler Hall, Morgan State University campus. Morgan State is one of the few historically Black 
institutions nationally to offer a comprehensive range of academic programs, in business, en-
gineering, education, architecture, social work and hospitality management. PHOTO MORGAN.EDU

By Lauren Victoria Burke
N N PA  N ew sw ire Contributor



As we age we face a lot of physical, 
emotional and social changes that can 
signifi cantly impact our well-being. 
Some are easy to spot but some are 
not. There are a number of hidden risk 
factors for older adults. They include 
drug, alcohol, high stress levels and 
low coping resources, self-neglect and 
depression.

Hidden isk actor  Drug and Al-
cohol Use

Substance abuse is a hidden risk 
factor that disproportionately affects 
adults. Seniors may struggle with is-
sues related to prescription medica-
tions, over the counter drugs and al-
cohol consumption. Several factors 
contribute to this problem, such as 
increased pain management prescrip-
tions, the use of medications and the 
desire to self medicate for various 
physical and emotional ailments.

The misuse of drug and alcohol can 
result in severe physical health issues. 
Drug interaction, overdose and liver 
damage from excessive alcohol use is 
harmful. Seniors are more susceptible 
to falls and accidents when they are 
under the in  uence. This can lead to 
fractures and other in uries.

Substance abuse can also exacer-
bate mental health issues for seniors. 

Depression, anxiety and cognitive 
decline can often worsen with drug 
and alcohol use. The stigma attached 
to substance abuse can deter seniors 
from seeking help. This can lead to a 
cycle of isolation and despair.

Seniors grappling with substance 
abuse can become socially isolated 
as family and friends distance them-
selves due to the associated stigma 
and challenges in communication. 
This isolation will further compound 
their mental health problems, creating 

a vicious cycle.
Hidden isk actor 2  High Stress 

evels and ow Coping esources
Seniors often face a number of 

stressors that include fi nancial wor-
ries, health concerns and social isola-
tion. High stress levels combined with 
limited coping resources can have 
profound effects on their overall well 
being.

Chronic stress can lead to a host of 
physical health issues such as high 
blood pressure, heart disease and 
weakened immune function. The 
aging process itself can make older 
adults more vulnerable to these condi-
tions. The additional burden of stress 
exacerbates their risk.

Stress can also take a toll on men-
tal health. Seniors may experience 
symptoms of anxiety and depression 
that can further hinder their ability 
to cope with stressors. f left unad-
dressed, chronic stress can contribute 
to the onset or worsening of cognitive 
disorders like dementia.

High stress levels combined with 
limited coping resources can dimin-
ish a senior s uality of life. They may 
fi nd it increasingly diffi cult to engage 
in social activities, maintain relation-
ships or pursue hobbies. This can lead 
to a sense of purposelessness and 
loneliness.

Hidden isk actor 3  Self-Neglect
Self-neglect is another hidden risk 

factor that can adversely affect se-
niors. t refers to the failure or refusal 
to provide oneself with the care and 
support needed for physical and emo-
tional well-being.

Self-neglect can result in a rapid de-
cline in physical health. Seniors that 
neglect their basic needs, such as nu-
trition, hygiene and medical care are 
at risk of malnutrition, infections and 
other preventable health issues.

Self-neglect can often lead to social 
isolation as older adults may with-
draw from friends and family mem-
bers who express concern. Neglected 
relationships can further exacerbate 
feelings of loneliness and despair.

n severe cases, self-neglect can 
raise legal and ethical concerns. 

amily members and healthcare pro-
fessionals may need to intervene to 
ensure the safety and well-being of 
seniors which can be emotionally 
challenging for all parties involved.

Hidden isk actor 4  Depression
Depression is a hidden risk factor 

that affects a signifi cant number of 
seniors. t often goes undiagnosed or 
untreated. Symptoms are often mis-
taken for natural conse uences of ag-
ing.

Depression can have substantial 

physical health implications for older 
adults. t can lead to decreased ap-
petite, weight loss and a weakened 
immune system. Depression is a sig-
nifi cant risk factor for suicide among 
older adults.

Depression is also associated with 
cognitive decline in seniors. t can 
contribute to memory problems, re-
duced executive function and diffi -
culty concentrating which diminishes 
the uality of life.

The emotional toll of depression 
cannot be understated. Seniors with 
untreated depression can fi nd them-
selves unable to en oy life, engage in 
meaningful activities or maintain so-
cial connections.

To mitigate these hidden risks, old-
er adults need access to comprehen-
sive healthcare that includes mental 
health services and substance abuse 
treatment. Social support networks, 
including family, friends and com-
munity organi ations, can also play 
a pivotal role in helping older adults 
navigate these challenges. By raising 
awareness of these hidden risk factors 
and providing the necessary resources 
and support, we can improve the over-
all well-being and uality of life for 
our aging population.

Before starting any health or fi tness 
program consult your physician.

xHidden threats to older adults
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Thousands of black people 
had protested and many had 
died at the hands of police, white 
supremacists and racists as they 
engaged in non-violent cam-
paigns to win the right to vote. 

Still, America did not fully 
sit up and hear their cries un-
til “Bloody Sunday”, March , 

. n that day T  cameras 
showed protestors being bru-
tally attacked and beaten by the 
Alabama State olice as they 
marched peacefully from Selma 
to Montgomery across the d-
mund ettus Bridge. 

t was only then that the Unit-
ed States government took deci-
sive action. resident yndon B. 
Johnson, a week after “Bloody 
Sunday,” adopted the words of 
the civil rights leaders and de-
clared before the nation in a tele-
vised speech to Congress, “We 
shall overcome.”

Within a few months, the 
United States Congress adopted 
the oting ights Act A  of 

 and it was signed into law 
by resident Johnson on August 
 that year. n a nutshell, the 

A prohibited any activities 
by anyone to abridge the right to 
vote. 

More than 8 years later, 
black doctors on the front lines 
against racism in medicine 
across the U. S. had hoped that 
the revelation of racially dispa-
rate suffering and death amidst 
the Coronavirus pandemic 
C D  would become the 

“Bloody Sunday” for revealing 
the truth about health disparities 
in America and escalate the long 
struggle to end them. But that 
has apparently not happened. 

“  compare this now to the 
civil rights movement. We were 
really burdened with discrimi-
nation and brutality etcetera for 
many years,” says Dr. ouis Sul-
livan, founder of the Morehouse 
School of Medicine, and pio-
neer of the -year-old govern-
ment agency now known as the 
National nstitute of Minority 
Health and Health Disparities. 
“But, the incidents such as the 
Birmingham police treatment 
of blacks on the dmund et-
tus Bridge revealed to the nation 
those things that had existed for 
a long time. So, in a way,  see 
that the Coronavirus has had the 

same impact. Health dispari-
ties has been an issue for years. 
But people have not been aware 
or haven t really understood or 
taken it as seriously as many of 
us who were working with dis-
parities have taken it. But now 
we are confronting this. And  
am hoping that this really results 
much more in resources and at-
tention and research and care to 
be devoted to the elimination of 
these disparities.” 

Dr. Sullivan is among lead-
ing black physicians and HBCU 
administrators who agree that 
health disparities in the black 
community  and the racism at 
the root of it  has been revealed 
to be far worse than anyone 
thinks. They say the disparities 
still must be dealt with through 
racial and cultural coalitions, 
increase in black medical pro-
fessionals and strengthening of 
public policies. 

“C D  has really pulled 
the scab off the sore of the un-
derbelly of our mistreatment 
as black Americans,” says Dr. 

ahn Bailey, chief of the sy-
chiatry Department at oui-
siana State University. “ t s a 
long story, but a pertinent and 
a salient one. So when an addi-
tional stresser like the C D 

 or the Coronavirus presents 
itself, we already have a sub-
script in American life where 
whatever is bad happens worse 
to African Americans. We have 
less healthcare access  we have 
fewer hospitals in our communi-
ties  we have less access to pro-
viders or specialists  very often 
we get less optimal medication 
or management. We have data to 
support that.” 

The data indicates racial dis-
parities across the board  

 xact numbers on C D 
 infections, hospitali ations 

and deaths are fu y, largely 

because states initially did not 
track the pandemic by race. But, 
the Kaiser amily oundation 
reported last year that though ra-
cial disparities narrowed as the 
pandemic subsided, during the 
surge associated with the mi-
cron variant in winter last year, 
disparities in cases once again 
widened with people of color, 
including African-Americans at 
2, 3  per ,  people, com-
pared to cases among white peo-
ple at 2, 3 per , . This 
number is astronomical given 
that America is approximately 
2 percent African-American 

and  percent White. The N ew 
Y ork Times reported that “during 
the height of the micron vari-
ant, Covid killed black people in 
rural areas at a rate roughly 34 
percent higher than it did white 
people.”

The broad disparities continue 
among other diseases  

 According to the National 
Cancer nstitute, black men die 
of prostate cancer at twice the 
rate of White men. 

 Although black women have 
a 4 percent lower rate of breast 
cancer diagnosis, the death rate 
for black women is 4  percent 
higher than white women, ac-
cording to the American Cancer 
Association. 

 America s leading cause of 
death, heart disease, causes one 
of every three deaths in the U. 
S. But African Americans and 

atinos experience “double the 
rate of premature deaths” from 
heart disease compared to their 
white counterparts, according to 
the National nstitute of Health.

 According to the CDC, 
“black women are three times 
more likely to die from a preg-
nancy-related cause than white 
women. Multiple factors con-
tribute to these disparities, such 
as variation in uality health-

care, underlying chronic condi-
tions, structural racism and im-
plicit bias.”

 Black children have a “  
percent higher death rate from 
asthma compared with white 
children,” according to the Har-
vard School of ublic Health. 

 The disparities even persist 
in treatments and care. or ex-
ample, of amputations, black 
patients lose limbs at three times 
the rate of white patients, despite 
progress in diabetic research, 
according to the N H. 

 Despite the C D  dis-
parities that drew a new focus 
to the issue of racial health dis-
parities, ending the racial gaps 
in deaths is still a struggle, 
says olanda awson, MD  an 
obstetrician and gynecologist, 
who serves as president of the 
National Medical Association, 
which has a membership of more 
than ,  black physicians. 

“ t s not that as a black B
G N  didn t know this. ve al-
ways known of the disparities,” 

awson said in an interview. 
“But,  thought with awareness 
we would see a turn around. We 
would see changes.” 

She pointed out that after the 
videotaped killing of George 

loyd by now imprisoned Derek 
Chauvin, “everybody got onto 
the e uity bandwagon. et, here 
we are still talking and we know 
that there s still this wide gap.” 

n addition to racism, pure and 
simple, researchers have often 
laid health disparities at the feet 
of what is called “social deter-
minants ” which, in a nutshell, 
means common lifestyles of par-
ticular groups of people that of-
ten stem from systemic racism.  

or example, at least one re-
port written ointly by research-
ers at K  and the pic esearch 
Network, said Blacks and His-
panics suffered more infections 

and deaths during the height of 
the C D  pandemic be-
cause they were at greater risk 
of exposure to the virus “due to 
their work, living and transpor-
tation situations. They are more 
likely to be working in low-in-
come obs that cannot be done 
from home, to be living in larger 
households in densely populated 
areas, and to utili e public or 
shared modes of transportation.” 

ikewise, economic and so-
cial circumstances such as pov-
erty and food deserts often lead 
to illnesses like heart disease, 
diabetes and cancer.  

“And even when there are so-
lutions such as the Affordable 
Care Act ACA , which assured 
that approximately 2 -3  million 
adults, who previously had been 
uninsured, received coverage by 
Medicaid, there would still be 
cracks in the system,” says, Dr. 

andall Morgan, an orthopedic 
surgeon who is president C  
of the Cobb Health nstitute, 
the research arm of the National 
Medical Association. 

“So, it s a tough problem. h, 
it s huge. t s horrible. n some 
cases it s inhumane,” Morgan 
said. “But, people have to ac-
cept what s available for them. 
And so much of that depends on 
where you live and what your in-
come is and what your level of 
education is - the social determi-
nates of health.” 

Despite the glaring dispari-
ties, advocates on the front lines 
have often run into brick walls 
when trying to call attention to 
them and trying to raise funds to 
end them.  

or example, Bill Thomas Jr., 
an advocate for proton therapy 
treatment at the Hampton Uni-
versity roton Therapy Cancer 
nstitute, has been leading a 

near-futile battle for more mon-
ey to end cancer disparities as 
the HBCU s associate vice presi-
dent for governmental relations. 

“We are ust trying to fi gure 
out how to communicate this 
particular matter to the General 
Assembly so they support it fi -
nancially to save lives,” Thomas 
told WA  adio in irginia 
during a rally. “We are not build-
ing roads, we are not building 
casinos,” Thomas said. “We are 
trying to ease human suffering 
and save lives.” 

n an interview, Thomas 

pointed to observations made 
by former irginia Gov. . 
Douglas Wilder, concerning the 
Commonwealth s underfund-
ing of HBCUs  both public and 
private. n a recent op-editorial, 
Wilder uoted a Goldman Sachs 
report in the Richmond Times-
Dispatch titled, “Historically 
Black, Historically Underfund-
ed.”

Wilder s op-ed stated that 
“public HBCUs have 4  less in 
assets per student” than public 
predominately white universi-
ties while “private HBCUs have 

 less than private” predomi-
nately white universities. 

ike Wilder, Thomas asks the 
uestion, “ why the legislature 

and the current administration 
cannot redress the wrongs of le-
gal discrimination ”

Support to undergird the pro-
grams of HBCUs could indeed 
be one of the key answers to the 
problem of health disparities, 

awson says. With an increase 
in black doctors, more hospi-
tals in black neighborhoods and 
more medical programs at HB-
CUs, health disparities could be-
gin to close, she said.

An NMA program called 
ro ect mpact 2.  has two goals, 
awson says  fi rst, to increase 

the number of African-Ameri-
can researchers and to increase 
the numbers of Blacks included 
in research studies.

But, ust like with the civil 
rights successes, awson adds, 
the battle will take people of all 
races and walks of life working 
together.  

“We at NMA hope to become 
a unifying voice.  think one of 
my strengths is building allianc-
es with others.  think by build-
ing alliances, you create louder 
voices. And  want to call people 
to task so that it s not ust words 
and great manuscript.  want to 
see impact at my community 
level.  think NMA lends to that. 
We have over 3  state and local 
societies  we re divided into six 
geographic regions and we have 
2  different medical special-
ties that are represented within 
the organi ation,” awson says. 
“We have the infrastructure 
to do this  to not only bring a 
voice to the national level in the 
way of policy and advocacy, but 
again, make a community level 
impact. t ust has to happen.” 

COVID-19 was ‘Bloody Sunday’ for America’s racial 
health disparities, yet, there is little progress

Dr. Randall Morgan, MD   Dr. Yolanda Lawson, MD Dr. Louis Sullivan, MD

By Hazel Trice Edney 
TriceEdney W ire.com
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A number 
of years ago, I 
had a painful-
ly thoughtful 
conversat ion 
with a friend 
who was try-

ing to deal with a heartbreak-
ing disappointment. I could 
understand her point of view 
because I’d often found myself 
in that same position saying 
the same words she kept re-
peating to me, “ I hear you, but 
it still feels like G od has for-
gotten me.”

I think sometimes the key to 
making it through those dif-
fi cult times is accepting with 
grace the seasonal blessings of 
G od. Just because we don’t get 
a blessing when we think we 
should, doesn’t mean that we 
are forgotten by G od. It just 
means that our season hasn’t 
come yet.

As cliché  as it sounds, only 

G od really knows why things 
do or don’t happen for us. But 
one thing is for sure:  G od has 
not forgotten about us or his 
promises to us. Luke 12: 6-7 
reminds us that as G od takes 
care of the sparrows and they 
are not forgotten by G od, he 
also cares for us. “ Indeed, the 
very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Don’t be afraid; 
you are worth more than many 
sparrows.”

Think about the disappoint-
ment and frustration that Jo-
seph must have felt when he 
was sold by his brothers into 
slavery, falsely accused and 
sent to jail… and then forgotten 
about in jail when promised he 
would be released. G enesis 41 
is not clear on what Joseph did 
for the 2 years he was in jail 
after being forgotten by the 
cupbearer.

When he is brought to Pha-
raoh to interpret the pharoah’s 
dream, he is very cautious 
only saying that G od would 

give the interpretation. This 
answer indicates that he is no 
longer the attention seeking 
youth who openly enjoyed be-
ing his father’s favorite son.

I always wonder what kind 
of prayers Joseph prayed while 
in jail. The names he gives his 
children years after his release 
imply that he was honest about 
the pain that he experienced 
while forgotten. G enesis 41: 51-
53 says, “ Joseph named his 
fi rstborn Manasseh and said, 
“ It is because G od has made 
me forget all my trouble and 
all my father’s household.”  The 
second son he named Ephraim 
and said, “ It is because G od 
has made me fruitful in the 
land of my suffering.”

These scriptures show that 
Joseph acknowledged G od’s 
sovereign hand in his life. We 
can follow his example that 
despite what may seem and 
feel like heartbreaking suffer-
ing, G od will bless those who 
remain faithful. While we wait 

for and experience the chang-
ing seasons of our lives, we 
have to learn to trust G od’s 
voice when we can’t see his 
hand.

Amaz ingly, Joseph still 
openly trusted in G od… how 
many of us can say the same 
thing when we’ve felt like 
we’ve been forgotten by G od?  
Many of us then say, “it s the 
devil”  when in fact it’s G od 
waiting for time to catch up 
with the blessings that he has 
for us.

Shewanda Riley (A unt 
W anda), P hD, is a Fort W orth-
based author of “ Love Hang-
over: Moving from P ain to 
P urpose A fter a Relationship 
Ends”  and “ W riting to the 
Beat of G od’ s Heart: A  Book 
of P rayers for W riters.”  Email 
her at preservedbypurpose@
gmail.com or follow her on 
Twitter @shewanda. Y ou can 
also listen to her podcast at 
www.chocolateauntiepodcast.
com.

God has not 
forgotten

Christians have 
no excuse for not 
assembling them-
selves at the house 
of G od. Something 
is wrong when a 
pastor has to pull 

to get people to go to the house 
of G od. When G od saves us, He 
gives us the desire to go to the 
house of G od. We should not 
have to be reminded. Hebrews 
10: 25 states, “ N ot forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves togeth-
er, as the manner of some is but 
exhorting one another; and so 
much the more, as ye see the day 
approaching.”

The child of G od has a z eal 
in his life to go to the house of 
G od and to be on time. When it 
comes time for the worship ser-
vices, we should be in our seats. 
Also, we should be prayed up for 
the service. If we have begun 
to get lax about these things, 
we need to go right back to the 
throne of grace and ask G od to 
help us.

Have we cooled off in our soul 
so much that we feel we do not 
need the grace of G od?  If we 

have, the devil has deceived us. 
We need to be honest enough to 
repent and take care of it. We 
read in Revelation 3: 14-19 these 
words, “ And unto the angel of 
the church of the Laodiceans 
write; These things saith the 
Amen, the faithful and true wit-
ness, the beginning of the cre-
ation of G od; I know thy works, 
that thou art neither cold nor hot:  
I would thou wert cold or hot. So 
then because thou art lukewarm, 
and neither cold nor hot, I will 
spue thee out of my mouth. Be-
cause thou sayest, I am rich, and 
increased with goods, and have 
need of nothing; and knowest 
not that thou art wretched, and 
miserable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked:  I counsel thee to buy 
of me gold tried in the fi re, that 
thou mayest be rich; and white 
raiment, that thou mayest be 
clothed, and that the shame of 
thy nakedness do not appear; and 
anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, 
that thou mayest see. As many as 
I love, I rebuke and chasten be 
z ealous therefore, and repent.

Simeon R. G reen, III, pas-
tor, First Church of G od, 65 17 
W almsley Blvd., Richmond, Vir-
gina 23224.
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CLASSIFIED

LEG A L

NOTICE OF  PU BLIC HEA RING  
PU BLIC A CCESS G A TE( S)

CITY  OF  J A CKSON, MISSISSIPPI

GATE NO. 17

Notice is hereby give n the City Council of Jackso n, Mississippi will hold a 
public hearing on October 24, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. in Council Chambers at 
City Hall located at 219 S. President Street for the Regular Council Meeting 
to consider granting approva l of the public access gate(s) as outlined in the 
Jackso n Code of Ordinances Section 110-28, Section 5. All interested citize ns 
are encouraged to attend.

Proposed gate will be located at: 2206 Meadowbrook Road, j ust east of the 
intersection at East Ridge Drive .

WITNESS my signature this 13th day of September 2023.

Joseph Warnsley Site Plan Chairperson
City of Jackso n, Mississippi

10/5/23

LEG A L

A d v er tisement F or  Bid s
TRA NSIT F LEET TU RNOV ER INSPECTION SERV ICES

CITY  PROJ ECT NO. RF P# 2023-09

Sealed bids will be receiv ed by  the City  Clerk  of the City  of Jack son, 
Mississippi at the offi ce of the City Clerk, City Hall, 21  South President 
Street, P.O. Box  17, Jack son, Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 P.M. CST, 
Tuesday, October 24, 2023, from qualifi ed providers to conduct a Tran-
sit Fleet Turnov er Inpection prior to the transition to a new operations 
and maintenance contractor for Transit Serv ices located at 1785 Highway  
80W, Jackson, MS 3 204 (as specifi ed) necessary for RE EST FOR 
PROPOSAL (RFP)# 2023-09.

All proposers must have at least fi ve (5) years of experience in transit ve-
hicle inspections. Each proposer must submit six  (6) signed copies of its 
proposal and of the required forms, certifi cations, and affi davits attached 
hereto or electronically  submit on www.centralbidding.com.

The City  of Jack son is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting. It is the policy  of the City  of Jack son to promote full and 
eq ual business opportunity  for all persons doing business with the City . As 
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit 
a completed and signed Eq ual Business Opportunity  (EBO) Plan, with the 
bid submission, in accordance with the prov ision of the City  of Jack son’s 
Eq ual Business Opportunity  (EBO) Ex ecutiv e Order. Failure to comply  
with the City ’s Ex ecutiv e Order shall disq ualify  a contractor, bidder, or of-
feror from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the 
City  of Jack son’s Eq ual Business Opportunity  Program, please contact 
the Div ision of Eq ual Business Opportunity  at 601-960-1856. Copies of 
the Ex ecutiv e Order, EBO Plan Applications and a copy  of the program 
are av ailable at 200 South President Street, Suite 223, Jack son, Missis-
sippi.

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all bidders that in compliance with 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1 64, as amended, 42 .S.C. 2000d to 
2000d-4, that all bidders will be afforded full opportunity  to submit bids 
in response to this inv itation and will not be discriminated against on the 
grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex , in consideration for an 
award.

The City  of Jack son, Mississippi (“ City  of Jack son”) is committed to culti-
v ating and ensuring the q uality  of life of its citiz ens, through v arious pro-
grams, employ ment, initiativ es, and assistance. The City  encourages all 
persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City , as 
well as those who seek  to contract with the City  on v arious proj ects and/
or conduct business in the City  to assist the City  in achiev ing its goal by  
strongly  considering City  residents for employ ment opportunities.

The City  of Jack son ensures that the Disadv antaged Business Enter-
prises (DBEs), as outlined in 49 C.F.R. Part 26, as amended, hav e the 
max imum opportunity  to participate in the performance of contracts. 
Therefore, it is imperativ e that y ou read the DBE Section and complete 
the necessary  paperwork  in its entirety . If there is any  ev idence or indica-
tion that two or more bidders are in collusion to restrict competition or 
are otherwise engaged in anti-competitiv e practices, the submission of 
all such bidders shall be rej ected, and such ev idence may  be cause for 
disqualifi cation of the participants in any future solicitation undertaken by 
the City  of Jack son.

Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal forms to be prov ided, sealed 
in an env elope and plainly  mark ed on the outside of the env elope: “ Bid 
for TRANSIT FLEET T RNOVER INSPECTION, RE EST FOR PRO-
POSAL (RFP)# 2023-09.”

Bids, EBO and DBE plans shall be submitted in triplicate (bound/stapled 
separately ), sealed and deposited with the City  Clerk , City  Hall, Jack son, 
Mississippi prior to the hour and date hereinbefore designated. No bidder 
may  withdraw his bid within 90 day s after the actual date of the opening 
thereof.
Offi cial Bid Documents can be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.
centralbidding.com. Electronic Bids may  be submitted at www.centralbid-
ding.com. For any  q uestions related to the electronic bidding process, 
please call Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.

Awarding public contracts to non-resident Bidders will be on the same 
basis as the non-resident bidder’s state awards contracts to Mississippi 
Contractors bidding under similar circumstances. Current state law, Mis-
sissippi General Laws of 2010, Chapter 383, section 31-3-21 of the Mis-
sissippi Code of 1972, as amended, req uires a non-resident bidder to 
attach to the bid a copy  of the Bidder’s resident state’s current laws per-
taining to such state’s treatment of nonresident contractors. Non-resident 
bidders must attach to their bid a copy  of any  bid preference law of the 
state, city , county , parish, prov ince, nation or political subdiv ision where 
they  are domiciled. If there is no such law where they  are domiciled, all 
non-resident bidders shall attach a letter to their bid stating that there is no 
bid preference law where they  are domiciled. The bid of any  non-resident 
bidder who fails to attach to its bid a copy  of its domicile’s bid preference 
law or a letter stating that its domicile has no such bid preference law, 
whichev er is applicable, shall be rej ected and not considered for award.

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all Bidders that minority and women 
business enterprises are solicited to bid on these contracts as prime con-
tractors and are encouraged to mak e inq uiries regarding potential sub-
contracting opportunities, eq uipment, material and/or supply  needs.

The City  of Jack son reserv es the right to rej ect any  and all bids and to 
waiv e any  informalities or irregularities therein.

Christine Welch, Deputy  Director
Offi ce of Transportation

09/28/23, 10/5/23, 10/12/23, 10/19/23, 10/26/23

LEG A L

NOTICE OF  A PPLICA TION F OR A  U SE PERMIT  
Z ONING  CA SE NO. 4 227  

By  v irtue of and pursuant to the authority  and direction of that Ordinance by  the 
City  Council of Jack son, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book  3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby  giv en to all persons interested in or in any  way  affected 
thereby, that Earlene Hulett Oge has fi led with the Planning Board for the City 
of Jackson, an application requesting an se Permit to allow for a manufac-
tured home within a R-1 (Single-Family ) Residential District on property  located 
at 4608 Old By ram Rd. (Parcel # 871-80) in the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County , Mississippi, and being more particularly  described as: 

Part of the W ½  of NE ¼ , Section 6, Township 4 North, Range 1 East, described 
as follows, to-wit: 

Beginning at a point on the South line of the Elton Road, 330 feet measured 

Easterly  along the South line of said road from the point where the same inter-
sects the west line of the W ½  of NE ¼  Section 6, Township 4 North, Range 1 
East, which said point is the Northwest corner of the property  now, or formerly , 
owned by  Sam Garner, and running thence Westerly  along the South line of 
said road a distance of 330 feet to a point where the same intersects the west 
line of said W ½  of NE ¼  FOR A DISTANCE OF 403 feet the Northwest corner 
of that certain property  conv ey ed to Mrs. Lois W. Pinion, by  deed recorded in 
Book  1493, Page 408, of the records of the chancery  clerk  of Hinds County , of 
said Mrs. Louis W. Pinion property  330 feet to a point;  thence North a distance 
of 403 feet to the point of beginning. 

There is hereby  conv ey ed all of the land property  owned by  the undersigned 
and located in the west half (W ) of Northeast uarter (NE ) of section 6, 
Township 4 North, Range 1 East, of the First Judicial District of Hinds County , 
Mississippi. 

Said application will be heard at the City  Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jack son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jack son, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday , October 25, 
2023, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby  will be heard 
both pro and con on said q uestion, after which a record will be established 
upon which the City  Planning Board can mak e its recommendation to the City  
Council of Jack son. Any  obj ection thereto may  be made by  any  person owning 
property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City oning 
Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is 
desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the oning Admin-
istrator at least 72 hours in adv ance, the City  will tak e steps to accommodate 
citiz ens need for interpreters or aux iliary  aids for the v isually /hearing impaired. 

D E TO COVID-1  AND THE CONCERN FOR THE P BLIC HEALTH, SAFE-
TY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLI-
CANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECON-
FERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF 
MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING RE IREMENTS. MEMBERS OF 
THE P BLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING 
EAINSWORTH CITY.JACKSON.MS. S  TO REGISTER PRIOR TO OCTO-
BER 18, 2023. 

WITNESS my  signature this 28th day  of September 2023. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
oning Administrator 

City  of Jack son, Mississippi 

10/5/23, 10/19/23

LEG A L

NOTICE OF  A PPLICA TION F OR A  U SE PERMIT  
Z ONING  CA SE NO. 4 228  

By  v irtue of and pursuant to the authority  and direction of that Ordinance by  the 
City  Council of Jack son, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book  3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby  giv en to all persons interested in or in any  way  affected 
thereby, that Kristi Kirkwood has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of 
Jack son, an application req uesting a Rez oning from R-1A (Single-Family ) Resi-
dential District to R-2 (Single-Family  &  Two-Family ) Residential District to allow 
for the  construction of a two family  residential unit for the property  located at 0 
Old Canton Rd. (Parcel 564-16)  in the First Judicial District of Hinds County , 
Mississippi, and being more particularly  described as: 

Lot 1, Block  B, Canton Club Subdiv ision, Part 1, a subdiv ision according to 
the map or plat thereof which is on fi le and record in the offi ce of the Chancery 
Clerk  of Hinds County  at Jack son, Mississippi, in Plat Book  12 at Page 26 
thereof, reference to which is made in aid of and as a part of this description. 
And being the same property  described in Instrument recorded in Book  4584 
at Page 507. 

Said application will be heard at the City  Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jack son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jack son, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday , October 25, 
2023, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby  will be heard 
both pro and con on said q uestion, after which a record will be established 
upon which the City  Planning Board can mak e its recommendation to the City  
Council of Jack son. Any  obj ection thereto may  be made by  any  person owning 
property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City oning 
Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is 
desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the oning Admin-
istrator at least 72 hours in adv ance, the City  will tak e steps to accommodate 
citiz ens need for interpreters or aux iliary  aids for the v isually /hearing impaired. 

D E TO COVID-1  AND THE CONCERN FOR THE P BLIC HEALTH, SAFE-
TY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLI-
CANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECON-
FERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF 
MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING RE IREMENTS. MEMBERS OF 
THE P BLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING 
EAINSWORTH CITY.JACKSON.MS. S  TO REGISTER PRIOR TO OCTO-
BER 18, 2023. 

WITNESS my  signature this 28th day  of September 2023. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
oning Administrator 

City  of Jack son, Mississippi 

10/5/23, 10/19/23

LEG A L

NOTICE OF  A PPLICA TION F OR A  U SE PERMIT  
Z ONING  CA SE NO. 4 229  

By  v irtue of and pursuant to the authority  and direction of that Ordinance by  the 
City  Council of Jack son, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book  3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby  giv en to all persons interested in or in any  way  affected 
thereby, that Harvey Williams has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of 
Jack son, an application req uesting a Rez oning from C80-C3 (General) Com-
mercial Subdistrict to C80-M  (Mixed- se) Subdistrict to allow for a mixed use 
development and a se Permit to allow for a community recreational center for 
the property  located at 2901 Highway  80 W. (Parcel 635-35)  in the First Judicial 
District of Hinds County , Mississippi, and being more particularly  described as: 

Beginning at a point on the southern right -of-way line of .S. Highway 80, which 
point is 32.63 feet southeast from the point where the south right-of-way of .S. 
Highway  80 crosses the south boundary  of the right-of-way  of the Yaz oo and Mis-
sissippi Valley  Railroad, and with this as a point of beginning, run thence south-
westerly  at right angles to the northern right-of-way  line of said highway  451.35 
feet, more or less, to the southern boundary  of said lands conv ey ed to Clifford 
Waterhouse and Lelia Waterhouse by  Paul Chambers, Trustee, and Wade H. 
Creekmore, by a deed recorded in Book 387. Page 553, of the records on fi le in 
the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of the First District of Hinds County, Mississippi; 
thence run North 89 degrees 37 minutes East 225.2 feet, more or less, to the 
southwest corner of that certain property  conv ey ed by  said Clifford Waterhouse 
and Lelia Waterhouse to William B. Bufk in, as recorded in Book  488, Page 112. 
And Book 413, Page 13, of the records in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds 
County , Mississippi;  thence run Northeasterly  along the Western boundary  of the 
Bufkin lands 343.15 feet, more or less, to the southern right-of-way line of .S. 
Highway 80, thence Northwesterly along the Southern right-of-way line of .S. 
Highway  80, 197.5 feet, more or less, to the point of beginning, which property  is 
located in the East half of the Northwest uarter and the West Half of the North-
east uarter of Section Seven, Township Five North, Range One East, in the First 
Judicial District of Hinds County , Mississippi. 

Said application will be heard at the City  Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jack son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jack son, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday , October 25, 
2023, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby  will be heard both 
pro and con on said q uestion, after which a record will be established upon which 
the City  Planning Board can mak e its recommendation to the City  Council of Jack -
son. Any  obj ection thereto may  be made by  any  person owning property  within the 
area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City oning Administrator before 
said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by  counsel 
on said date. If a request is made to the oning Administrator at least 72 hours in 
adv ance, the City  will tak e steps to accommodate citiz ens need for interpreters or 
aux iliary  aids for the v isually /hearing impaired. 

D E TO COVID-1  AND THE CONCERN FOR THE P BLIC HEALTH, SAFETY 
AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS 
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VID-
EO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE 
SOCIAL DISTANCING RE IREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE P BLIC MAY 
ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@
CITY.JACKSON.MS. S  TO REGISTER PRIOR TO OCTOBER 18, 2023. 

WITNESS my  signature this 28th day  of September 2023. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
oning Administrator 

City  of Jack son, Mississippi 

10/5/23, 10/19/23
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LEG A L

NOTICE OF  A PPLICA TION F OR A  U SE PERMIT  
Z ONING  CA SE NO. 4 230 

By  v irtue of and pursuant to the authority  and direction of that Ordinance by  the 
City  Council of Jack son, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book  3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby  giv en to all persons interested in or in any  way  affected 
thereby, that Dalerikya Freeman has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of 
Jack son, an application req uesting a Special Ex ception for a residential day care 
within a R-1A (Single-Family ) Residential District on property  located at 23 Oak -
creek  Pl. (Parcel 750-94) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County , Mississippi, 
and being more particularly  described as: 

Lot 30, NORTHPOINTE, PART ONE, a subdivision according to the offi cial map 
or plat thereof on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds 
County , Mississippi at Jack son, Mississippi in Plat Book  26 at Page 2 thereof. 

Said application will be heard at the City  Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jack son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jack son, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday , October 25, 
2023, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby  will be heard both 
pro and con on said q uestion, after which a record will be established upon which 
the City  Planning Board can mak e its recommendation to the City  Council of Jack -
son. Any  obj ection thereto may  be made by  any  person owning property  within the 
area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City oning Administrator before 
said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by  counsel 
on said date. If a request is made to the oning Administrator at least 72 hours in 
adv ance, the City  will tak e steps to accommodate citiz ens need for interpreters or 
aux iliary  aids for the v isually /hearing impaired. 

D E TO COVID-1  AND THE CONCERN FOR THE P BLIC HEALTH, SAFETY 
AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS 
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VID-
EO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE 
SOCIAL DISTANCING RE IREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE P BLIC MAY 
ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@
CITY.JACKSON.MS. S  TO REGISTER PRIOR TO OCTOBER 18, 2023.  

WITNESS my  signature this 28th day  of September 2023. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
oning Administrator 

City  of Jack son, Mississippi 

10/5/23, 10/19/23



LEG A L

NOTICE OF  PU BLIC HEA RING  OF  THE 
J A CKSON HISTORIC PRESERV A TION COMMISSION 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2023 AT 12:00 NOON IN THE AN-
DREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN HOOD 
BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. 

I. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

Old Business 
A. CASE NO. HPLD-23-2  
     LOCATION: 4920 ROBINSON RD (PARCEL 832-130) 
     HISTORIC DISTRICT: N/A
     APPLICANT: REV. KARL TAYLOR SR.       
     REQUEST: TO HAVE 4920 ROBINSON RD DESIGNATED AS A LOCAL 
HISTORIC LANDMARK. 

New Business 
A. CASE NO. HPNC-23-12  
     LOCATION: 1442 GREYMONT ST. (PARCEL 15-143-4) 
     HISTORIC DISTRICT: BELHAVEN
     APPLICANT: SHARON POLLARD  
     REQUEST: TO REPLACE SHAKE STYLE METAL ROOFING WITH COR-
RUGATED METAL ROOF. 

B. CASE NO. HPNC-23-16  
     LOCATION: 904 PINEHURST PL. (PARCEL 15-22) 
     HISTORIC DISTRICT: BELHAVEN
     APPLICANT: TOMMY DUNLAP 
     REQUEST: 
     1. REPAIR WOOD FRAMED WINDOWS WITH MATCHING WOOD MATERI-
ALS AND REPLACE BROKEN GLASS WITH CLEAR GLASS. 
     2. REPAIR ROTTED OVERHANG AND GABLE TRIM WITH LIKE MATERI-
ALS. 
     3. REQUEST TO REMOVE TWO FRONT SCREEN DOORS AND BURGLAR 
BARS AROUND HOME. 
     4. PAINT FRONT PORCH RAILS BLACK. 
     5. REPAIR REAR ENTRY DOOR OR REPLACE WITH MATCHING WOOD 
DOOR. 

     Pre-existing rear addition- Request to bring into compliance with modifications 
     1. REMOVE EXISTING FLAT ROOF AND BUILD A 6 AND 12-INCH PITCH 

(SAME PITCH AS THE MAIN ROOF) HIP ROOF ON ADDITION AND TIE INTO 
MAIN ROOF. 
     2. REPLACE TRIM OVERHANG WITH A WOOD BOX CORNICE. 
     3. USE EXISTING WOOD SIDING ON ADDITION WITH 5” LAP EXPOSURE 
OR OPTION TO USE HARDIE PLANK SIDING WITH 7” LAP EXPOSURE 
     4. REMOVE ALUMINUM WINDOW ON REAR AND SPLICE IN MATCHING 
WOOD SIDING. 
     5. REPLACE EXISTING DOOR WITH A WOOD EXTERIOR DOOR. DOOR 
WILL HAVE A 3 VERTICAL LITE TOP AND A PANEL BOTTOM. 
     6. INSTALL WOOD LATTICE PANELS ON BOTTOM OF SIDING TO THE 
GROUND. 
     7. PAINT ADDITION SIDING A LIGHTER COLOR AS SHOWN ON THE 
PAINT SAMPLE. 

C. CASE NO. HPNC-23-15  
     LOCATION: 1036 BELHAVEN ST. (PARCEL 11-66) 
     HISTORIC DISTRICT: BELHAVEN
     APPLICANT: KARA THORNTON  
     REQUEST: RE-ROOF AND CHANGE 3-TAB GRAY SHINGLES TO BLACK 
ARCHITECT SHINGLES. 

D. CASE NO. HPNC-23-14 
     LOCATION: 1616 POPLAR BLVD. (PARCEL 15-112) 
     HISTORIC DISTRICT: BELHAVEN
     APPLICANT: ANN WILLIAMS       
     REQUEST: 
     1. REPLACE ROTTED DECKING WITH SAME MATERIAL (PRESSURE 
TREATED PINE). 
     2. EXTEND NORTHWESTERN SECTION (8’4”) OF THE DECK TO MATCH 
THE CENTER STEP. 
     3. INSTALL BRACING SLATS TO PERGOLA ON DECK. 

E. CASE NO. HPNC-23-17  
     LOCATION: 1315 OLIVE ST. (PARCEL 15-65-1) 
     HISTORIC DISTRICT: BELHAVEN APPLICANT: PATRICK WALLACE  
     REQUEST: RE-ROOF AND CHANGE 3-TAB HAZEL AND MULTI COL-
ORED SHINGLES TO GRAY (WEATHERED WOOD) ARCHITECTURAL 
SHINGLES. 

II. OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION  

ADJOURNMENT 

9/28/23, 10/5/23

LEG A L

ORD INA NCE A MEND ING  CHA PTER 2, A RTICLE V , D IV ISION 6  OF  THE 
J A CKSON COD E OF  ORD INA NCES.

WHEREAS, Section 21-8-13 of the Miss. Code Ann. specifically authorizes the 
City Council to “…appoint a clerk of the council and deputy clerks, as necessary, 
who shall compile the minutes and records of its proceedings, its ordinances and 
resolutions as this chapter requires, and perform such duties as may be required 
by law….”; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Jackson (“City’), by ordinance, delineated the number of 
chief deputy clerks of council and deputy clerks of council, as well as the duties to 
be performed by the same in Chapter 2, Article II, Division 4 of the Jackson Code 
of Ordinances; and 

WHEREAS, the Jackson City Council finds it in the best interest of the City to 
amend Section 2-135 of the Jackson Code of Ordinances to increase the number 
of Chief Deputy Clerks of Council from three (3) to seven (7); and 

 WHEREAS, the Jackson City Council finds that Section 2-135 of the Jackson 
Code of Ordinances should be amended as follows: 

 Sec. 2-135. - Deputy Clerks of the Council. 

Seven chief deputy clerks of the council and seven or more deputy clerks of the 
council may be employed and assigned to provide clerical support and to perform 
such other duties as required by councilmembers. These clerks shall be appoint-
ed in the same manner as the clerk of the council. 

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, that Section 2-135 of the Jackson Code of Ordinances 
is amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 2-135. - Deputy Clerks of the Council. 

Seven chief deputy clerks of the council and seven or more deputy clerks of the 
council may be employed and assigned to provide clerical support and to perform 
such other duties as required by councilmembers. These clerks shall be appoint-
ed in the same manner as the clerk of council. 

 Vice President Lee moved adoption; President Banks seconded. 

 Yeas – Banks, Foote, Grizzell, Hartley, Lee, Lindsay and Stokes. 
Nays – None.  
Absent – None.     

ATTEST: 
Angela Harris 
Municipal Clerk 

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualified Municipal Clerk and lawful custodian 
of records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is 
a true and exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its Special Council 
Meeting September 7, 2023 and recorded in Minute Book “6X, Pgs. 822-823”. 

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 3rd day of October 
2023. 

SEAL            Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk 

10/5/23

LEG A L

ORD ER REPEA LING  THE ORD INA NCE OF  THE CITY  OF  J A CKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI COD IF IED  A S D IV ISON 1:  A RTICLE V I –  SECTION 2-531 OF  

THE COD E OF  ORD INA NCES, CITY  OF  J A CKSON, MISSISSIPPI. 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Jackson, Mississippi adopted an Ordi-
nance “Internal Auditor” for the City of Jackson, Mississippi; and 

WHEREAS, said Ordinance is codified as Jackson, Mississippi Code of Ordinanc-
es, Division 1: Article VI – Section 2-531 and currently reads as follows: 

Sec. 2-531. - Internal auditor; duties. 

There is hereby established a separate office of the internal auditor which shall 
not be under the supervision of the previously established departments. The in-
ternal auditor and his assistants shall work under the direction and supervision 
of the mayor as well as report to the request of the audit committee, and shall be 
subject to the provisions of such other ordinances as shall be adopted regarding 
such office. 

The division of internal audit shall provide independent, objective assurance and 
consulting activity designed to promote adequate systems of internal controls in 
compliance with laws, regulations, policies, procedures and agreements through 
reviews and analyses of city services and activities. Primary duties shall include 
financial auditing, fraud detection and prevention, evaluation of internal controls, 
compliance auditing, internal consulting, and assistance with the physical count-
ing of inventories. The division of internal audit shall conduct special reviews/au-
dits, programmatic reviews/audits, forensic/audits at the request of the internal 
audit committee, the mayor, the city council, director of city departments. 

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, THAT: 

The ordinance establishing a separate office of the internal auditor, codified as 
Division 1 Article VI, Sectional 2-531 of the Code of Ordinances, City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, shall be, and the same is hereby, repealed in its entirety.  Pursuant 
to Miss. Code Ann. Section 21-13-11, this Order shall be certified by a munici-
pal clerk, signed by the mayor or a majority of all the members of the governing 
body, recorded in the ordinance book, and published at least one (1) time in some 
newspaper published in such municipality, …and all of same shall be done before 
such ordinance shall be effective.  In addition, in accordance with Miss. Code Ann. 
Section 21-13-11, this Order shall be effective thirty (30) days after passage and 
publication.  

Vice President Lee moved adoption; Council Member Hartley seconded. 

Yeas – Banks, Foote, Grizzell, Hartley, Lee, Lindsay, and Stokes.  
Nays – None.  
Absent – None.    

ATTEST: 
Angela Harris 
Municipal Clerk 

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualified Municipal Clerk and lawful custodian 
of records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is 
a true and exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its Special Council 
Meeting September 7, 2023 and recorded in Minute Book “6X, Pgs. 825-826”. 

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 3rd day of October 
2023. 

SEAL            Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk 

10/5/23
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 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
J & A FUEL STORES
3249 Medgar Evers  Blvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS 
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Charlie Brown

©  Feature Ex change

Cryptogram Solution

©  Feature Ex change
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A c c o r d i n g 
to Marriage.
com fi nancial 
disag reement /
trouble is one 
of the main rea-
sons for divorce 

in America. inancial dis-
agreement trouble in marriage 
is contributed to some of the 
following  couples not having 
suffi cient income to help make 
ends meet, which can lead to 
arguments, abuse and other 
extreme measures, poor fi nan-
cial management skills, over-
spending one sided spending, 
economic abuse, addictions, 
etc. However, most money 
related issues are due to poor 
fi nancial management skills 
with one or both spouses.

There is a simple solution 
for helping couples overcome 
fi nancial disagreements trou-
ble. et the person who over-
spends  keep the bank accounts 
in negatives  don t reveal how 
money is being spent  waste 
money on foolish things  over-
indulges  shopaholic  purchase 
large items without consulting 
you fi rst Dr. Calvert s  th 
Commandment  thou shall not 
purchase a large item or make 
a large investment without 
consulting and establishing an 
agreement with your spouse  
don t pay the bills  use the bill 
money for personal and self-
ish reasons  poor credit, make 
poor investments  no invest-
ments  no savings  doesn t 
see the need for an emergency 
fund  don t attempt to secure a 
savings  purchases movies and 
snacks as my husband did  let 
them, manage the fi nances.

This is one problem that  ab-
solutely don t and can t under-
stand until this very moment. 
Why are money concerns one 
of the top reasons that couples 
divorce  Doesn t it ust make 
sense for the one who is the 
wisest with money to manage 
it  m ust asking. f you both 
are unwise with properly using 
money, seek fi nancial counsel-
ing for fi nancial guidance or 
study the life of ants. Shock-
ingly, and ama ingly, ants can 
teach us about the importance 
of planning and preparation. 

roverbs  states  Go to 
the ant, you sluggard  Consid-
er her ways and be wise, which 
having no captain, overseer, or 
ruler, provides her supplies in 
the summer, and gathers her 
food in the harvest. 

f you have a spouse that 
recogni es like the ant the 
importance of planning, sav-
ing for retirement, vacations, 
children s college education, 
saving for a rainy day, invest-
ing, prioriti ing, sacrifi cing to 
get what you and your family 
need and sometimes desire, 
why can t he or she manage the 
money  f your spouse under-
stands the importance of giv-
ing, paying bills on time, es-
tablishing good credit, saving, 
and even investing  let him 
or her manage the fi nances in 
your marriage  f your spouse 
is willing to let you know ev-

erything down to the penny 
about your income and fi nan-
cial obligations, why can t he 
or she manage the money  

ray, communicate and de-
termine who is wiser with you 
all s fi nances  t should not be 
this is my money versus this 
is our money. Think like this, 
how better off would you all 
be if you both combined your 
money and worked together to 
manage the fi nances

Could working together with 
your fi nances be the differ-
ence between buying a home 
versus renting  Could working 
together with your fi nances be 
the difference of living from 
paycheck to paycheck  Could 
working together with your 
fi nances be the difference be-
tween having a savings versus 
not having any type of sav-
ings?  

n conclusion, both me and 
my husband have strengths 
and weaknesses related to 
managing our fi nances. How-
ever, we have learned how to 
manage our fi nances together 
still learning  due to tough 

experiences, fi nancial training 
and fi nancial counseling.

My husband admits that he 
is not the best at managing 
money. Therefore, he absolute-
ly has no problem, none what-
soever, in allowing me to man-
age our fi nances to this day.  

urther, he knows where ev-
ery penny goes  okay maybe 
not every penny ladies. a-
dies, ladies, ladies, my aunt 
have always advised women 
having their own nest egg, 
meaning you should perhaps 
have your own savings and or 
bank account.

Husbands and wives, its 
simple, either manage your fi -
nances together or choose the 
spouse that will manage it ef-
fi ciently. f course, because 
you are human, you will have 
disagreements and heated de-
bates, but you must learn to 
work through it.

s money, the lack of it, ex-
cess of it, or the misuse of it, 
worth losing your spouse and 
family  Believe me, it will 
possibly cost more to divorce, 
etc. Do you know how much 
better your sex life could be if 
you would stop fi ghting about 
an issue that could be easily 
resolved.

f you know that money is 
dividing you  please seek fi -
nancial counseling advice im-
mediately regarding your fi -
nances, budgeting, saving and 
investing. Do not let money 
be the root for divorce in your 
marriage.

Contact Dr. LaShunda Cal-
vert for speaking engagements 
(motivational, ministering, 
marriage counseling, mar-
riage workshops, marriage 
seminars, marriage conferenc-
es, etc.) Marriage Ministry: 
The Restoration Church, Suite 
H, Jackson, MS. 39206, on: In-
stagram: letsstay2gether4ever 
(Dr. LaShunda Calvert) Face-
book: Dr. LaShunda Calvert 
Email:letsstaytogether4eva@
gmail.com Contact # 601-874-
6176.

Don’t let money 
be the root

We face challenges when it comes to funding needed 
programs and avoiding government shutdowns 

This is a cau-
tionary tale.

Most folks 
know how 
Adolph Hitler s 
career as an au-
tocratic dictator 

ended, but many do not know 
how it began. t is important 
to know about the rise of Hit-
ler and the Na i arty because 
those who ignore history are 
doomed to repeat it. 

So, how did this evil little 
man with little formal educa-
tion and no military experience 
beyond being a corporal in 
Germany s army in World War 
 become powerful enough to 

drive the entire world into cha-
os, war and disaster  

After Germany s defeat in 
World War , one of the con-
ditions of its surrender to the 
Allies under the Treaty of 

ersailles was a set of very 
heavy fi nancial obligations to 
pay for the destruction it had 
caused during the war. These 
obligations were disastrous to 
Germany s economy and obs 
were hard to fi nd. Hitler, un-
educated, unskilled and having 
no other prospects, remained in 
the German army. 

The army made Hitler an in-
telligence agent and, in , 
assigned him to spy on the Ger-
man Workers  arty DA . 
The DA  was an extremely 
nationalistic, anti-Semitic and 
anti-Marxist organi ation. But 
instead of working to disman-
tle the DA , Hitler became a 
believer while still drawing his 
army pay for the spying he was 
supposed to be doing.

As a DA  member, he sought 
to appeal to the German work-
ing class to create a “people s 
community,” where German 
identity took precedence over 

class, religion or other charac-
teristics. 

By ctober , Hitler gave 
his fi rst speech for the DA  
and uickly became the par-
ty s most popular speaker. He 
ceased being a spy for the Ger-
man army in 2  and, using 
his charisma and the politics of 
grievance, became the party s 
chief of propaganda.

ne of his main targets was 
the Treaty of ersailles, which 
placed a heavy fi nancial burden 
on Germans. His new goal was 
to bring ultranationalism to the 
German public. n ebruary 

2 , the German Workers  
arty was renamed the Nation-

al Socialist German Workers  
arty NSDA . We all know 

the NSDA  as the Na i arty. 
By July 2 , Hitler was the 

leader of the Na i arty. 
n November 23, Hitler 

and his Na i followers at-
tempted a failed takeover of 
the government in Bavaria, 
a state in southern Germany. 
This coup attempt, known as 
the “Beer Hall utsch,” in-
volved the Na is storming the 
Bavarian government building, 
leaving  party members and 
four police offi cers dead. Hitler 
was arrested and tried for high 
treason, and in April 24, he 
was sentenced to fi ve years in 
prison. 

n December 24, over 
the ob ections of his prosecu-
tors, Hitler was released from 
prison. He immediately began 
to rebuild the Na i arty. He 
met with the prime minister of 
Bavaria in January 2  and 
promised to respect the state s 
authority. He claimed he would 
seek political power only 
through the democratic pro-
cess. This meeting led to the 
lifting of the ban on the Na i 

arty that had been in place 
since the Beer Hall utsch. But 

one month after the meeting, 
Hitler was barred from public 
speaking by the Bavarian au-
thorities after making an in-
 ammatory speech. 

Undeterred by the ban, Hit-
ler continued organi ing and 
enlarging the Na i arty. And 
when the stock market in the 
United States crashed in c-
tober 2 , the impact in Ger-
many was catastrophic. Mil-
lions became unemployed and 
banks began to collapse. Dou-
bling down on their platform 
of grievances, Hitler and the 
Na i arty took advantage of 
the crisis to gain greater sup-
port. They promised to lift the 
burdens of the Treaty of er-
sailles, strengthen the econo-
my and provide obs. 

By 3 , the Na i arty had 
become the second-largest po-
litical party in Germany. t be-
came the largest in 32. Hitler 
became chancellor of Germany 
in 33 and chancellor and 
president in 34. And as is of-
ten said, “The rest is history.” 

This is a cautionary tale be-
cause what happened in Ger-
many during the fi rst half of 
the 2 th century could happen 
anywhere in the world, given 
the right ingredients. 

Ultranationalism in the form 
of identity politics that pro-
motes notions of supremacy 
and a baseless sense of entitle-
ment are essential to the recipe 
for the type of authoritarian 
leadership that set Germany on 
its self-destructive path. Griev-
ance politics and a tendency 
to blame the most vulnerable 
among us are also key ingre-
dients.

This devil s brew is toxic to 
any democracy and there are 
those who today are concoct-
ing a poisonous serving of 
hate, discord and chaos to il-
legitimately gain the power to 

create a world to their advan-
tage and their advantage alone. 

We need not be so polite as 
to shy away from calling out a 
liar for being a liar. We should 
never be so timid as to hold 
back from calling a would-be 
autocrat a would-be autocrat. 

A twice impeached, four 
times criminally indicted, ad-
udged sexual abuser stands 

at the threshold of once again 
gaining the epublican arty 
nomination to carry their ban-
ner to the highest offi ce in 
this land, and we must not be 
so “mannerly” as to not call 
him out for what he is. Ger-
many chose a leader in the fi rst 
half of the 2 th century that 
brought their country to ruin. t 
is not impossible that America 
can do the same. 

Donald Trump has shown the 
world what he is capable of. His 
MAGA followers have shown 
us the depths of their deprav-
ity. America is in a very dan-
gerous place at this moment. t 
serves no purpose and makes 
no sense to be civil with the 
uncivil or to be courteous with 
the discourteous. ne does not 
accept a dinner invitation from 
cannibals. ou will either be 
forced to eat your neighbor or 
be served up yourself. 

 do believe Donald Trump 
will be sent to prison. f he 
is not, then this country is in 
worse shape than  imagined. 
But setting aside the abso-
lute worst, the most important 
question before the Ameri-
can people is, once he is sent 
to prison, what happens after 
that?  

Oscar H. Blayton is a former 
Marine Corps combat pilot 
and human rights activist who 
practices law in Virginia. His 
earlier commentaries may be 
found at https://oblayton1.me-
dium.com/ 

All of us have 
standards and we 
use them daily. 

ur family and 
friends see them 
in us. ur col-
leagues at work 

see them as well. 
How did we gain these stan-

dards of behavior and caring. 
ur parents were our fi rst role 

models. Now, we are around 
people who have different 
ways of doing business. 

We are in a political season 
where norms of the past are 
fading fast. or example, there 
were more programs and fund-
ing opportunities. Now fund-
ing for them has more limita-
tions and regulations. ou can 
probably name some of them. 

The American dream is still 
achievable for us despite what 
is happening in some of our 
political circles. We are slowed 
by these changes, yet we keep 
pushing to gain our share. 

Sadly, there are what  call 
political pharaohs in the Unit-
ed States of America who do 

not want to see our country be 
prosperous. t is my thinking 
this selfi shness is ruining our 
beloved nation. Many of our 
allies now see us as unfeeling 
and insensitive. 

Bickering and postering by 
the epublican arty were 

uite evident during the past 
month. actions within the 
G  led to the government 
of the world s richest country 
almost shutting down. What 
have we become  

t was not until what  call 
the Wilson ickett hour mid-
night hour  that we avoided a 
shutdown. t would have been 
disastrous for our epublic. 

We are already losing our 
leadership position according 
to some polls. Many countries 
see us now as a country of in-
fi ghting. lainly stated, our 
political leaders simply can-
not get along with each other. 
Some would say that spirited 
debate has turned into mean-
spirited debate. 

We know the government 
will remain open for 4  days 
as the bill to keep it open was 
signed by resident Joe Biden. 
This comes as both the House 

and the Senate worked fever-
ishly for something amenable 
to both parties. The bill did not 
include funding for Ukraine. 

unding for Ukraine has 
been a fundamental point of 
disagreement in the House of 

epresentatives. t will contin-
ue to be as funding talks con-
tinue over the coming weeks. 

ormer Speaker of the House 
Kevin McCarthy reportedly 
backed out of a deal with res-
ident Biden to fund Ukraine. 
Almost fi fty other sovereign 
countries are providing aid to 
this war-torn country. 

awmakers on both sides of 
the aisle wondered if they could 
trust McCarthy. His lack of in-
tegrity led him down a rough 
road. eports surfaced that 

epresentative Matt Gaet , 
epublican from lorida, led 

an effort to remove McCarthy 
from being the Speaker of the 
House of epresentatives. He 
was voted out Tuesday.

The last-minute bill that Mc-
Carthy brokered with the help 
of Hakeem Jeffries  Minority 

eader of the U.S. House of 
epresentatives, ruf  ed the 

feathers of hardliners within 

the epublican arty. Many 
believed that McCarthy essen-
tially caved into the pressure 
of the moment. However, he 
said late last week that he was 
willing to give up his leader-
ship role if that would keep the 
government from not closing. 

The American people with 
this bill passing saw a clear 
example of what bi-partisan 
politics and support looks like. 
The result was obviously a 
temporary spending bill was 
passed. 

resident Joe Biden said, 
“ m sick and tired of the 
brinkmanship. So are the 
American people.”

He is correct. We the people 
want to see action and not de-
lay tactics by a small group of 
naysayers. 

ooking ahead and down 
the tenuous road of compro-
mise, November th will be 
the deadline to keep the gov-
ernment open. t must be all 
hands-on deck, both Demo-
crats and epublicans.

et s hope that cooler heads 
prevail and that we don t wait 
until the very last minute to 
create a new spending bill. 

When Hitler got out of prison 

N N

By James B. Ewers Jr.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio

By LaShunda Calvert, Ph.D.
Tips for a Good Marriage
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ur well 
dressed, well-
meaning candi-
dates are trying 
to say something 
without saying 
anything that 

might offend somebody. They 
are trying to stand for some-

thing without taking a stand 
on the simple things like be-
ing honest, trustworthy and re-
sponsible. Can we, adults and 
children, follow their example 
as they model before us what it 
means to be civil, good citi ens, 
good workers, law abiding citi-
ens paying their bills and their 

fair share of taxes, too?  
Are we to believe that the 

candidates we plan to vote for 
will make a good difference, 
why  Why should we think 
or believe that they have the 
commitment to do right and go 
straight in sight, out of sight and 
in the cover of the night  Do 
we have any reports or letters 
of references as to their work 
ethics, community involvement 
and domestic lives  

Helen Keller was asked, is 
there anything worse than being 
blind. She said, “ es, having 
sight but N  vision.” 

Are we the voters to assume 
that our candidates will seek 
divine intervention for the wis-
dom and vision they need to lead 
us in the direction we should go 
as a city, county, state and na-
tion  Why

What reasons are the candi-
dates giving us, the voters, to 
believe that they have the inner 
strength and the moral courage 
to resist the temptations that 
will come along with their posi-
tions of trust, power, in  uence 
and opportunity   

n these un-certain times, we 
can t afford to trust our future to 
a party, a candidate or to reason 

and elo uence. We need states-
men, and stateswomen who 
are able and willing to serve 
the public as public servants, 
so help them God. Now  who 
among us will speak that truth 
to the candidates lest they for-
get?  

Where there is N  truth, 
there is N  ustice and N  so-
lutions to our problems.

Who are we to vote for and why? 
By Jannie B. Johnson
The Caring n’ Sharing School 

By Oscar H. Blayton
Pres. Black Chamber of Commerce



The Jackson Public School Dis-
trict has demonstrated signifi cant 
academic progress for the sec-
ond consecutive year. They have 
achieved an impressive account-
ability rating of 598 in the Missis-
sippi Accountability Results, com-
ing just one point shy of attaining 
a “ B”  grade. 

This marks an outstanding in-
crease of 29 points with a total 
of 23 schools increasing at least 
one letter grade. The State Board 
of ducation offi cially endorsed 
these accountability grades dur-
ing their meeting on September 
28th. The ratings are based on the 
Mississippi Academic Assessment 
Program ( MAAP)  assessment, 
which evaluates profi ciency and 
growth in English Language Arts, 
Mathematics, Science and U.S. 
History, along with other perfor-
mance measures.

In the 2022-2023 academic year, 
MAAP assessments were adminis-
tered to students in grades 3 through 
8, as well as high school students.
JPS is particularly pleased to re-
port improvements in English 
Language Arts ( ELA) , Mathemat-
ics, Science, and History across 
Jackson public schools, including:

•  A notable 7.1%  increase in 
reading profi ciency.

•  An impressive 8.4%  uptick in 
math profi ciency.

•  A commendable 7.8%  rise in 
history profi ciency.

•  A notable 6.8%  boost in sci-
ence profi ciency.

Since 2019, JPS has demonstrat-
ed an increase in our overall rating, 
rising from 504 to 598, marking an 
impressive gain of 94 points. The 
most substantial increase has been 
in history profi ciency, boasting an 
extraordinary 23%  surge.

This achievement underscores 
our unwavering dedication to el-
evating academic outcomes on a 
substantial scale.

Under the guidance of Superin-
tendent Dr. Errick L. G reene, Jack-
son Public Schools has achieved 
an all-time high on the Mississippi 
State Accountability Rating. This 
demonstrates that visionary lead-
ership and high expectations can 
drive remarkable progress in edu-
cation.

“ This achievement is a testament 
to the dedication and hard work of 
our students, educators and the en-
tire JPS community,”  said G reene. 
“ We are steadfast in our commit-
ment to ensure ongoing progress 
in student achievement by enhanc-
ing teacher effectiveness through 
data-driven strategies and profes-
sional development opportunities.”

JPS will continue to push 
boundaries and set standards of 
excellence in education.

Nissan believes in 
the power of education.

Celebrating 
20 years of service 
in the Greater 
Jackson Area.
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JPS celebrates improved 
performance for the 

second consecutive year

EDUCATION

Mississippi State is honoring World 
War II veterans, including a number 
of former students who gave all they 
had to defend freedom around the 
world in the early 1940s.

The university unveiled a new 
WWII monument outside N usz  Hall, 
home of the G .V . “ Sonny”  Montgom-
ery Center for America’s V eterans on 
campus during a formal ceremony 
Monday [ Oct. 2] .

MSU President Mark E. Kee-
num said the monument dedication 
is one way for the university to say 
“ thank you”  to veterans and all who 
have served. While the university 
already has some historic markers 
commemorating veterans, additional 
monuments honoring U.S. veterans 
of other wars also are being planned.

Keenum recalled viewing, as a 
child, the Purple Heart which his 
great grandmother kept in her home 
after it was awarded to his great un-
cle, Alvin Jeffords, who was killed 
during WWII.

“ I can’t imagine as a parent send-
ing my teenage son off to war and 
him not coming back –  the pain and 
the hurt that I know she felt from that. 
But he gave his life and all of his fu-
ture years –  decades of life and his 
future family that he most certainly 
would have had –  to defend this na-
tion and the freedoms that we so fre-
quently take for granted,”  Keenum 
said. “ I recogniz e and realiz e the suf-
fering and sacrifi ce that s involved in 
defending this nation.”

Keenum recogniz ed current ser-
vice members who are committed to 
answer the call for “ whatever it may 
be,”  and thanked other veterans at-
tending the dedication.

MSU V ice President for Strategic 
Communications Sid Salter also rep-
resented families of WWII veterans 
during the program and shared mem-
ories of his late father, Leo Salter, 
who survived D-Day at the Battle of 
N ormandy, where many close com-
rades died in high numbers.

“ When Dec. 7, 1941 transpired, he 
felt the need, because of his connec-
tions to Mississippi State –  we still 
were somewhat of a military school 
back then –  he felt the need to enlist 
and serve and to respond to this attack 
on our country,”  Salter said of his fa-
ther.

He said for much of the war, his 
father, who was part of the Signal 
Corps, enjoyed relative safety but 
that changed during what he called 
“ the most terrifying ride of his life”  in 
approaching N ormandy for combat. 
His comrade was killed right beside 
him almost immediately, but Salter 
said his father continued toward the 
cliffs overlooking N ormandy Beach.

“ On that day, 2,600 Americans 
lost their lives on the beaches of N or-
mandy. My father survived,”  he said 
describing the unimaginably diffi cult 
mortal combat that ensued that day.

Salter said 16,000,000 American 
veterans served during WWII, and 
about 119,000 of them are left in the 
U.S. today, with an average age now 
of 99. About 910 remain in Missis-
sippi.

MSU dedicates 
WWII monument 

at Center
for America’s 

Veterans

The J PS N ew sw ire
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BOOK REVIEW:
NIGHT TRAIN TO NASHVILLE:
THE GREATEST UNTOLD STORY OF MUSIC CITY
BY PAULA BLACKMAN
C.2023, NYU PRESS
$29.99  •  303 PAGES

Deejay, spin those tunes!
A few decades ago, that’s 

exactly what you wanted:  for 
a “ disc jockey”  to play your 
favorite songs on the radio. 
Y ou’d call the DJ up on the 
phone to request a song and 
he might even make a dedica-
tion. It was a time when, as in 
the new book “ N ight Train to 
N ashville”  by Paula Black-
man, radio was a revolution.

As a young man in the early 
post-World War II years, E. 
G ab “ Blackie”  Blackman’s 

name surely fi t him. elying 
on his skills of persuasion, 
G ab worked as an ad man at a 
N ashville newspaper and, like 
every good salesman, he al-
ways looked for the next best 
thing.

Back then, N ashville was as 
segregated as it got. Case in 
point:  G ab’s boss.

Every day, “ Mister Jimmy”  
pontifi cated on race and how 
he thought segregation wasn’t 
enough, and G ab could clearly 
see that Mister Jimmy wasn’t 
looking very far into the future. 
He wasn’t paying attention to 

what was going on in the radio 
industry or in the new media 
of TV . Surely, G ab’s boss was 
missing something.

William Sousa “ Sou”  
Bridgeforth knew that his com-
munity was about to change in 
a big way. He was the owner 
of a nightclub that catered to 
N ashville’s black citiz ens, 
and for that, he watched what 
was happening around him. 
There’d been a riot over a ra-
dio in nearby Columbia, and it 
was a big deal. That radio, Sou 
knew, wasn’t just a radio.

Just as he d fi gured out how 

to get a new car at a time when 
automobiles were scarce, G ab 
Blackman fi gured out how to 
make his future better.

It was a fact that black fami-
lies were consumers, too. If a 
radio station played nothing 
but “ race music,”  advertisers 
could tailor their ads to a spe-
cifi c audience. f he ordered 
nothing but “ race music”  for 
the genre’s fans, G ab Black-
man could create “ a money-
making bonanz a...”

How much you like “ N ight 
Train to N ashville”  will de-
pend very much on the kind of 

book you like to read.
If you’re a fan of novels or 

historical fi ction, you ll relish 
this important story. It’s based 
on real events and tales told 
decades ago to author Paula 
Blackman and her “ story tell-
ing partners,”  which gives this 
story a viewpoint from both 
races. There’s a whole range of 
big names involved in this tale, 
plenty of nostalgia, and eager 
dialogue that will take you 
back decades before it ends on 
a rather somber note.

If you’re a reader who pre-
fers nonfi ction, history, or to-

tal authenticism, though, it’s 
that dialogue that’ll give you 
pause. ecreated and wholly-
invented conversations may 
ruin the story for you here; 
what’s attributed feels hokey 
and stiff, and though this book 
is based in fact, some of it 
clearly is not. That might make 
a nonfi ction reader wince.

Know what you want from 
this book, then, before you 
look for it. Are you a novel 
lover who will enjoy “ N ight 
Train to N ashville” ?  Or are 
you a nonfi ction fan who ll 
want to spin it away?

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
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W RTM-F M 100.5 F M, J A CKSON’ S SOU L, 
RHY THM A ND  BLU ES A ND  SOU THERN 
SOU L STA TION PLA Y ING  MORE 
V A RIETY , LESS TA LK A ND  THE MU SIC 
A D U LTS W A NT TO HEA R!  

Paid for by friends of Zack Wallace



Alcorn Quarterback Aaron 
Allen was sensational last week 
earning him SWAC Offensive 
Player of the week. Allen com-
pleted 32 of 46 passes for 370 
yards with two touchdowns.  Al-
len’s numbers have improved 
weekly, which has consequently 
boosted the Braves’ offense.

Allen engineered the Braves 
into fi eld goal range and Noah 
Kiani nailed a game tying fi eld 
goal to force overtime. Kiani 
was 3 of 4 on fi eld goals and won 
SWAC Specialist of the Week 
for his efforts. So far he’s only 
missed 2 fi eld goals and convert-
ed all 9 of his extra point attempts 
this season.

Alcorn was held to a season 
low 58 yards on the ground, 
credit Alabama State, but also 
credit QB Aaron Allen. His effi -
ciency allowed Alcorn to stay in 
the game. Wide receiver Monte-
rio Hunt caught 6 passes for 109 
yards with 1 touchdown.

Alabama State’s offensive pro-
duction came on the ground. The 
hornets racked 257 yards of rush-

ing on 50 attempts. Using a two 
quarterback system didn’t pro-
duce the aerial assault the hornets 
hoped it would. Dematrius Davis 
ran the ball 13 times and only 
passed it 8. He was effi cient as 
the change of pace quarterback.

In overtime, Alcorn would 
once again put the game on the 
foot of Noah Kiani. Kiani deliv-
ered once again. Alcorn won 23 
to 20.

Next up for Alcorn is Gram-
bling this Saturday. This Satur-
day is homecoming in Lorman. 
Braves Nation is expected to 
show up in full force, especially 
with a nemesis like Grambling 
coming to town.

This game has SWAC Western 
Division implications. Gram-
bling is currently atop the West 
division with a 2-0 SWAC record 
and 3-2 overall. The Tigers have 
won their last 3 football games. 
Grambling seems to be packing 
an offensive punch scoring less 
than 31 points one time this sea-
son.

Expect a slugfest for home-
coming this Saturday. Game time 
is 2 p.m.

Sometimes a little rest and relaxation 
coupled with more time to access the 
team yields great results thereafter. JSU 
is 3-2 on the season thus far and 1-1 in 
the SWAC. FAMU gave the Tigers their 
SWAC loss and JSU rebounded against 
Southern to gain their fi rst SWAC.

The old expression, “Not sure which 
team is gonna show up” fi ts JSU per-
fectly so far. Dominant week 1, lethargic 
week 2, back to playing winning foot-
ball against Southern in week 3, seem-
ingly overmatched in week 4, wins home 
opener week 5. If that trend holds up, 
JSU might just lose this week.

Many do not expect JSU to lose this 
week, but anything can happen. Jackson 
State is one game out of fi rst place for the 

Eastern Division of the SWAC. Alabama 
A&M, this week’s opponent, has the 
same identical record of JSU; 3-2 overall 
and 1-1 in the SWAC.

The Bulldogs have won their last two 
games. They defeated Arkansas Pine 
Bluff, 31-24 and destroyed Tuskegee 
58-3 last week. In order to win the divi-
sion, A&M must defeat JSU and FAMU, 
who are both ahead of them in the stand-
ings.

Quarterback play, defensive consis-
tency and special teams’ nightmares 
have haunted the Tigers all season. Jason 
Brown has still remained the starter, but 
Zy McDonald has come in to replace a 
few times. McDonald is a more mobile 
quarterback than Brown. Brown has had 
trouble getting away from the defense. 
The Darkside Defense looks formidable 

one minute, the next they look uncertain. 
Coach TC Taylor wants the team to play 
winning football for a complete game, 
not just in spurts.

The next 6 games for JSU will deter-
mine if they defend their SWAC champi-
onship the fi rst weekend in December or 
if they will give up their throne. Three of 
the 6 games are on the road, however the 
last two are at home.  

Despite the roller coaster ride, Tiger 
Nation is standing strong with coach 
Taylor. Of course, there are the ones 
who never want to lose who are griping, 
but that’s apart of being successful. Ex-
pectations replace optimism. Having the 
players and staff supported by the uni-
versity is just as key as stacking up wins.

Game time Saturday in Mobile, Ala-
bama is 3 p.m.

By Tim Ward
Sports W riter

By Tim Ward
Sports W riter
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Alcorn pulls out overtime 
victory 23 to 20 over Alabama 

State, prepares for homecoming

Jackson State resumes 
season this Saturday in Mobile

Head Coach Fred McNair Noah Kiani wins SWAC Specialist of the Week

Quarterback Aaron Allen won SWAC Offensive Player of the Week.Wide Receiver Malik Rodgers scores on 49 yard touchdown pass.

QB Jason Brown Coach TC Taylor
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