




ume of guns are so high, a lot more violence hap-
pens.”

According to a report by the Center for Ameri-
can Progress, between 1986 and 2008, an average 
of 3.8 million fi rearms were manufactured in the 
United States. The report titled, “The Gun Industry 
in America: The Overlooked Player in a National 
Crisis [static1.squarespace.com],” then illustrates 
the rapid annual growth of the gun proliferation. 
The 3.8 million between 1986 and 2008 “doubled to 
an annual average of 8.4 million fi rearms per year 
from 2009 to 2018,” the most accurate recent count 
by the ATF.

In the year 2022 alone 4.2 million people in 
America became new gun owners, according to 
the National Shooting Sports Foundation [nssf.org] 
(NSSF), the fi rearm industry’s trade association. In 
a report [nssf.org], the NSSF estimates “in 2022 the 
fi rearm and ammunition industry was responsible 
for as much as $80.73 billion in total economic 
activity” in America. This does not count the thou-
sands of so-called “ghost guns,” weapons not trace-
able because they are purchased secretly online or 
even made at home.

The compilations of resulting deaths have come 
from multiple directions. An NBC News analysis 
of data [cdc.gov]from the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention [cdc.gov] says, “More 
Americans have died from gunshots in the last 50 
years” than in all of the wars in American history. 
“Since 1968, more than 1.5 million Americans have 
died in gun-related incidents. By comparison, ap-
proximately 1.2 million service members have been 
killed in every war in U.S. history, according to esti-
mates from the Department of Veterans Affairs [va.
gov] and iCasualties.org [icasualties.org].”

Everytown.org, a gun violence prevention orga-
nization, reports that black people “experience 12 
times the gun homicides, 18 times the gun assault 
injuries, and nearly 3 times the fatal shootings by 
police of white Americans.”

But, the disparate impact on the black community 
is not new. It has been long known by experts that 
African Americans – just as in the cases of most oth-
er tragic social statistics – bears the brunt of the pain 
of gun violence physically, mentally and emotion-
ally; even indicating that gun violence dramatically 
affects educational outcomes such as test scores.

A study led 20 years ago by Hampton University 
Endowed Professor Zina T. Mcgee, concluded that 
“Studies based on children raised in communities 
in which violence occurs have shown that direct 
encounters with violence (either as a victim or wit-
ness) increase the likelihood of experiencing anxiet-
ies, depression, social withdrawal, and diffi culties 
in concentrating.” Based on information collected 
from African-American youth “residing in areas 
plagued with violence and crime,” Mcgee’s 2003 
study [academia.edu] states that “With regard to 

social class, research indicates that low socio-eco-
nomic status serves as one of the many environmen-
tal factors that can contribute to the use of violence 
to resolve confl icts.”

Despite credible conclusions that most gun-relat-
ed homicides occur in low-income black communi-
ties [penntoday.upenn.edu], it is clear that without 
the proliferation of guns the shootings would not be 
possible.

Dr. Valda Crowder, director of Emergency Medi-
cine at the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center 
in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania witnesses the carnage 
up close on a regular basis. And it’s gotten so bad 
that while treating victims; she and other medical 
professionals must also protect themselves.

“Many emergency departments now have armed 
guards because there have been threats against 
emergency medicine physicians, nurses and hospi-
tals. There have been actual shootings where emer-
gency medical physicians were killed,” Crowder 
said in an interview. “So many now have armed 
guards as a result of the increased threats. Many also 
have machines that you have to go through just like 
the airport and metal detectors. Patients are some-
times wanded. Those things used to never occur 20 
or 25 years ago. I think people should realize that 
any person or entity that anyone could get mad at is 
a potential victim.”

Crowder is among those struggling to end the car-
nage. Among a list of unique initiatives to end gun 
violence include the following:

• Crowder recalls how the historic photo of the 
mutilated body of Emmett Till, published in JET 
magazine, stunned the world and has been credited 
with sparking the modern day civil rights move-
ment. Crowder believes that same kind of stunning 
moment could work again by placing on display 
bodies that have been mutilated by gun violence. 
“In 1955, the open-casket funeral of Emmett Till 
[r20.rs6.net]drew international attention to the sav-
agery of Jim Crow segregation, spurring a national 
civil rights movement,” Crowder wrote in an op-ed 
early this year. “Now almost 68 years later, we must 
‘do something’ to stop the gun violence. Opening 
the casket of someone who was shot by an assault 
rifl e in a mass shooting may be the shock the na-
tion needs. It may be the photograph that launches a 
bigger, broader movement overwhelming the clout 
of gun manufacturers and other entrenched infl u-
ences.”

• U. S. Rep. Bobby Scott, who held a “Gun Vi-
olence Prevention Roundtable,” in 2019 follow-
ing an incident in which 13 people were killed in 
a mass shooting, listed a string of Virginia killings 
and gun injuries near the area where Sierra Jenkins 
and Devon Harris were killed. “We have evidence 
available to show that affective policies can reduce 
these shootings,” Scott says. “When they are imple-
mented, background checks work. Every day, back-

ground checks stop nearly 250 dangerous individu-
als from being handed a fi rearm. However, these 
same people can go to a gun show and purchase 
a fi rearm without any background check. Virginia 
laws are among the worst in the country,” he said, 
describing the commonwealth as the “gun-running 
capital of the world.”

• Scott says an assault weapons ban must be insti-
tuted because “the only thing that assault weapons 
are good for is killing many people quickly.” He said 
there is also need for sizeable gun magazine limita-
tions. There are actually limitations on the size of a 
gun magazine to protect ducks but no limits on the 
size of gun magazines to protect people, he said.

• After a rash of mass shootings, including the 
racist killings of 10 people at a Buffalo, New York 
grocery store by a 19-year-old white man, the U. S. 
House and Senate fi nally passed a historic bi-parti-
san gun bill that was signed into law by President 
Joe Biden on July 11 last year. The fi rst signifi cant 
gun legislation in more than 30 years, it includes 
enhanced restrictions on gun ownership by people 
convicted of certain violent crimes; including do-
mestic abuse. But it still fails to include restrictions 
on large bullet magazines. In fact, a similar racist 
killing of three black people in Jacksonville, Florida 
recently on August 26 was by a 21-year-old white 
man who reportedly bought the AR-15-style rifl e le-
gally. Biden said he didn’t get all that he wanted in 
the new law, but he vowed to keep trying.

Still, good old fashioned home training that in-
stills non-violent morals and values is the best way 
to deter violence, says Bailey.

“The respect for life, how your parents raised you 
matter. If you believe human beings are valuable 
you wouldn’t shoot someone at all let alone shoot 
them for a non-violent offense,” Bailey said. “But in 
many shootings now that are not self defense or life 
or death, people are said to have a beef over some-
thing that’s non-violent and the person escalates it to 
violence by grabbing a gun and shooting someone.”

Parents, teachers and school offi cials could be in 
on this training in confl ict resolution, Bailey says.

“Children are on the playground bumping into 
each other all the time. How teachers and counsel-
ors handle it goes a long way in teaching a little kid 
that it’s normative to jump around and bump into 
each other. But it’s not normative to bump into 
each other and knock them down and not try to 
help them or try to offer them assistance. Those are 
the kinds of things that start the process. The other 
thing is you can also do roll play of arguments so 
that young people can recognize what you should 
and should not say in the middle of a really big ar-
gument. Young men are often 18, 19, 20 years old; 
so they can drive and move around. They just may 
not know how to handle confl ict. We should be very 
involved in this process.”

The Department of Education has also 
begun a nationwide outreach campaign 
called “SAVE on Student Debt: in col-
laboration with leading grassroots orga-
nizations. “SAVE on Student Debt” is 
leveraging strategic partnerships across 
public, private, and nonprofi t sectors to 
make sure borrowers know the supports 
available to them as they return to repay-
ment and can take full advantage of the 
SAVE Plan and other available benefi ts 
and debt forgiveness programs.

More than $117 billion in targeted re-
lief for 3.4 million student loan borrowers 
has already been approved by the Biden-
Harris Administration. This includes:

• $39 billion for 804,000 borrowers 
through fi xing historical inaccuracies in 
the IDR payment count system for bor-
rowers who earned forgiveness;

• $45.7 billion for 662,000 public ser-
vants through improvements to Public 
Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF);

• $10.5 billion for 491,000 borrowers 
who have a total and permanent disabil-
ity; and 

• $22 billion for nearly 1.3 million bor-
rowers who were cheated by their schools, 
saw their schools precipitously close, or 
are covered by related court settlements.

Kvaal and Ramamurti maintain that 
the Biden-Harris Administration remains 
committed to making college more af-
fordable and ensuring student debt is not 
a roadblock to attaining a college degree 
or credential, of planning for the future. 

The largest increase to Pell Grants in 
a decade has come from this Adminis-
tration. Further, the Administration has 
charted a course to double the maximum 
Pell Grant and make community college 
free to enhance college affordability and 
reduce unnecessary student debt.

Under this Administration, institutions 
are being held accountable for unafford-
able debts and recently proposed regula-
tions that would set standards for earnings 
and debt outcomes for career programs 
while enhancing transparency for all pro-
grams to give students the information 
they need to make informed choices.

Thus far, Mississippi has 45,300 bor-
rowers enrolled in SAVE.

For further inquiry, visit StudentAid.
gov/save for more information about 
SAVE and StudentAid.gov/restart to fi nd 
the right repayment plan.
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