
The disaster 
of infrastruc-
ture failure 
combined with 
the river fl ood-
ing has been 

a looming crisis since each 
incumbent was elected to of-
fi ce and even before. :e vote 
people into offi ce to serve our 
best interests and to prevent 
the numerous disasters that 
have beleaguered -acNson. 

Only recently have we had 
the attention from the state 
and local leaders on this de-
cade’s old problem, but that 
attention meant blaming the 
obvious on each other and fi n-
ger pointing. ,t is clear to us 
that each of them is a part of 
the problem. 2nce the nation-
al press and Congressmaan 
%ennie Thompson, �nd 'ist., 
(D-MS) focused on the prob-
lem, the world came to know 

about this total failure on be-
half of people elected to pub-
lic service, not self-service. 
,t¶s our time noZ, 92T(�

Fannie Lou Hamer, vot-
ing rights activist, civil rights 
leader and humanitarian, cap-
tured the nation’s attention, 
during the 1964 Democratic 
National Convention, when 
she described the injustices, 
she and others in her commu-
nity had endured in their fi ght 
for the right to vote. She de-
clared, ³,¶m sicN and tired of 
being sicN and tired�” ,t¶s our 
time noZ, 92T(�

:hen Ze needed steady 
leadership from the Jackson 
City Council, we got a load of 
garbage, literally and fi gura-
tively. , am sicN and tired� ,t¶s 
our time noZ, 92T(�

:e read about millions and 
millions of gallons of untreat-
ed wastewater being released 

,t¶s never too late to say 
that enough is enough. ,n say-
ing it, Alpha Phi Alpha Fra-
ternity sent a strong message 
to Governor Ron DeSantis 
that Florida is disrespect-
ful and hostile to the black 
community. ,n �0�� the fra-
ternity plans to celebrate its 
99th General Convention and 
119th Anniversary Conven-
tion. The conference, hoZ-
ever, will not take place in 
Orlando, Florida (an original 
intent�. 

Alpha Phi Alpha asserts 
that policies set by DeSantis 
produce psychological harm 
to the blacN community. The 
controversial education cur-
riculum that was approved, 
along with the “Don’t Say 
Gay %ill” is one of devasta-
tion, thereby denying the true 
history of the black commu-
nity and subjecting persons 
to persecution and shame. 
This blow to the black com-
munity demonstrates that 

racism and insensitivity con-
tinue to be on the rise in the 
sunny state. 

Recently, NBC reported 
that the Alphas indicated that 

-udge Tanya S. &hutNan Zill 
preside over the case of former 
President Donald Trump’s al-
leged efforts to overturn the 
�0�0 election. This decision 
comes after Chutkan’s previous 
involvement in key motions re-
lated to the January 6 commit-
tee¶s investigation.

Chutkan has a history with 
Trump. She denied his �0�� 
motion to prevent records from 
being given to the January 6 
committee. ,n her decision, she 
emphasized that “Presidents 
are not kings, and plaintiff 
is not president.” This ruling 
showcased her commitment to 
upholding the principles of de-
mocracy and the rule of laZ.

A trailblazer in her own 
right, Chutkan’s background 
is impressive. She Zas born in 
Kingston, Jamaica and moved 

to the United States to pursue 
higher education.

She earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in economics from George 
:ashington 8niversity and 
later graduated from the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Law 
School.

Chutkan began her law career 
working in private practice and 

later at the District of Colum-
bia 3ublic 'efender Service. 
After that, she joined the law 
fi rm %oies, Schiller 	 Fle[ner 
LLP, where she specialized in 
white-collar criminal defense 
for a total of �� years.

/egal e[perts described 
Chutkan as incredibly dedi-
cated to justice and fair repre-

sentation as a public defender. 
They said her commitment to 
ensuring equal access to justice 
Zas evident.

+er colleagues said her e[-
tensive e[perience in comple[ 
legal matters and criminal de-
fense undoubtedly contributed 
to her well-rounded under-
standing of the laZ.

Chutkan was appointed to the 
District Court for the District 
of Columbia by former Presi-
dent %aracN 2bama in �0��.

Chutkan has a reputation 
for being a fair and committed 
Mudge. Still, she hasn¶t shied 
away from imposing harsher 
sentences than the Justice De-
partment initially requested in 
cases involving January 6 de-
fendants.

:hen federal prosecutors 
suggested that Matt Maz-
zocco serve three months of 

Before we know it, it will 
have been �� years since $mer-
ica elected its very fi rst president 
Zho Zas $frican $merican. Time 
fl ies. 1early �� years since Ze 
watched on television as civil 
rights icon, the Reverend Jesse 
Jackson, sobbed openly in Chi-
cago’s Grant Park, as the newly 
elected Senator from ,llinois gave 
his victory speech, having just 
been elected the 44th President of 
the United States of America with 
��% of the vote. The good rever-
end Zas not alone.

,n his victory speech, the then 
47-year-old president-elect was a 
unifi er-in-chief. +e indicated that 
change had come to $merica. +e 
praised -ohn 0c&ain and his 93 
running mate Sarah 3alin. +e 
gave thanks to many people, then 
stated, ³%ut above all, , Zill never 
forget who this victory truly be-

longs to ± it belongs to you.” +e 
spoke about the road ahead being 
long, and the climb being steep. 
He cautioned, “Let us resist the 
temptation to fall back on the 
same partisanship and pettiness 
and immaturity that has poisoned 
our politics for so long.”

He went on, “And to all those 
who have wondered if Ameri-
ca’s beacon still burns as bright 
– tonight we proved once more 
that the true strength of our na-
tion comes not from the might 
of our arms or the scale of our 
wealth, but from the enduring 
power of our ideals: democracy, 
liberty, opportunity and unyield-
ing hope,” per abcneZs.com. 2h, 
what a speech it was on Novem-
ber �, �00�, before an estimated 
��0,000 people pacNed into Grant 
3arN.

The moment was unforgetta-
bly glorious. The highlight of our 
lives for many ± ��9 years since 

the fi rst slaves Zere brought to 
this land, and 232 years since our 
founding as a nation – the presi-
dent-elect of the United States of 
$merica Zas a blacN man. 

How many joined with me in 
believing our nation had turned a 
corner" ��% of the vote� <et to-
day, fi fteen years on, Ze are pain-
fully aware we had fallen prey to 
hopeful illusions. The truth is that 
all too many were not pleased with 
the election outcome. ,n small 
numbers, people began to act out 
± shoZ their true colors. :ithin a 
month of the election, “hundreds 
of incidents of abuse and intimi-
dation were reported, white su-
premacist groups saZ a fl ood of 
interest from possible new mem-
bers, and far right groups are also 
capitalizing on rising unemploy-
ment in the economic downturn 
and a demographic shift that 
could make whites a minority by 
mid-century,” per the Southern 

Poverty Law Center, as reported 
by 5euters.com on 1ovember ��, 
�00�.

“Barak Obama’s presidency 
signaled a post-racial America at 
fi rst, but the racial confl ict fol-
loZing disproved that,” per 'r. 
3eniel (. -oseph, Zho holds a 
joint professorship appointment 
at the LBJ School of Public Af-
fairs and the History Depart-
ment at the 8niversity of Te[as 
at Austin, writing for The Wash-
ington Post, $pril ��, �0��. 2n 
1ovember 9, �0��, another -o-
seph article was subtitled, “At the 
core of these recent hate crimes 
is anti-black racism that animates 
our long national history of white 
supremacy,” also published in the 
Post.

:hite supremacy, Zhite na-
tionalism and Christian national-
ism are noZ fully synonymous. 
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Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, 
Inc. General President Dr. Wil-
lis L. Lonzer, III announced the 
relocation of the Fraternity’s 
99th General Convention and 
119 Anniversary Convention 
from Orlando, Florida to take 
place in 2025, due to Governor 
Ron DeSantis’ harmful, rac-
ist, and insensitive policies 
against the Black community.

In
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TrinityNow comes JXN 
Undivided Coalition
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U.S. District Judge Tanya S. Chutkan to oversee 
former President Trump’s Election Interference Case

Illusions don’t help us, bare-
bones truth reveals our path
The election of Barak Obama was a monumental gift to this nation

‘Sick and tired 
of being sick and 
tired?’ It’s your 

time - vote

Alpha Phi Alpha gives 
method to Governor 

DeSantis’ madness of racist 
education curriculum/

convention moved

L-R: Preseident Barak Obama, First Lady Michelle Obama, all hands coming together. COURTESY OF  HTTPS://BARACKOBAMA.COM/

U. S. District Judge Tanya S. Chutkan
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On July 26, 2023 in Jackson, 
0S, the /ord deemed it fi tting 
and proper to call Joe Willie 
Mitchell, another one of His ser-
vants, to rest from this world and 
to be home with the Lord.

%orn, $ugust �, �9�� in %en-
ton, MS (Yazoo City), he was the 
��th of thirteen children from 
the union of the late Eddie and 
Gladys Mitchell. From a very 
young age, he came to NnoZ the 
Lord Jesus Christ as his personal 
Savior as an active member at 
Ebenezer AME Church in Ben-
ton, MS. 

0itchell¶s interest and gift in 
music shoZed at an early age 
Zhen his mother bought him a 
set of drums at 5 years old, fol-
loZed by a guitar and then a 
piano ± all for Zhich he taught 
himself to play. He started play-
ing tuba in the school band at �th 
grade. $round age ��, his teach-
er (Mr. Patton) started a road 
band and they played in clubs all 
over Mississippi. At Yazoo City 

+igh School, he played a number 
of instruments such as the bari-
tone horn, trombone, keyboard, 
string bass and lead guitar. +e 
used music as a tool for prepar-
ing himself for life and during 
this time he also played in small 
bands to earn money. Still tour-
ing the state Zith the band until 
his graduation, primarily on gui-
tar/bass, he was most known for 
his performance of the �9�� %en 
(. .ing classic ± ³Stand %y 0e.” 

:hile in high school, he mes-
merized his teachers by e[celling 
in his music theory classes and 
Zas reTuested to start Zriting 
music for the <azoo &ity +igh 
School %and until he graduated.  

,n the fall of �9��, -oe Zent up 
+ighZay �9 to attend ³T+((” 
Jackson State University on a 
full band scholarship. While at 
JSU, he participated in concert 
and symphonic bands and was a 
proud member of the marching 
band also known as the Sonic 
Boom of the South.

As a student at JSU, he quickly 
excelled within the Music De-
partment and by his sophomore 
year had assumed the role of 
student conductor for both the 
marching and symphonic bands.  
In this role, he assisted the fac-
ulty and staff with all duties and 
arranged music for the Zorld-
renowned Sonic Boom of the 
South ± -S8 0arching %and un-
til �9�0, all Zhile completing his 
undergraduate degree.

While still enrolled as an un-
dergraduate student, he actu-
ally started his teaching career a 

year earlier as the band director 
of /anier -unior +igh School in 
-acNson, 0S from fall �9�9 until 
integration in �9�0.

:hile in his fi rst year of 
teaching at /anier +igh School, 
Joe met his life partner, Joyce 
$nn $dams. 2n -uly �9, �9�0, 
they e[changed voZs in -oyce¶s 
parents’ home and to this union 
three children were born.

8pon graduating Zith a %ach-
elors of Music Education from 
Jackson State University, he 
went on to serve as the band di-
rector of 5aymond +igh School 
in Raymond, MS. Mitchell took 
on a new milestone by actu-
ally starting the band program at 
(ast Flora +igh School Zhich he 
greZ to �0 students.

0itchell enrolled in graduate 
school at Jackson State Univer-
sity in �9��. $fter receiving his 
Masters in Music Education in 
�9��, he served as band director 
for Sumner +ill +igh School in 
&linton, 0S for fi ve years and 
greZ their program to more than 
�� students. +e then Zent on to 
&linton +igh School in &linton, 
0S from �9�0-�9��, serving as 
assistant marching band director 
and director of concert and jazz 
bands.

,n �9��, 0itchell became the 
band director at &allaZay +igh 
School in Jackson, MS where 
he remained for �� years. %y his 
second year, his program had re-
ceived its �st superior rating in 
0arching %and over � years. +e 
started a 0usic Theory 3rogram 
that allowed his students to excel 

at a faster rate.
(very year, the &allaZay +igh 

School 0arching %and partici-
pated in various Mardi Gras pa-
rades in New Orleans, LA and on 
several occasions Zon �st 3lace 
in the 0ighty %acchus 3arade.  
Also, while at Callaway, he man-
aged to have a signifi cant impact 
on all music programs through-
out the Jackson Public Schools 
District. Mitchell spearheaded 
the initiative for JPS students to 
participate in the Capital District 
Festival held every year. 

'uring his tenure at &alla-
way, he was able to develop one 
of the fi nest band programs in 
the state groZing the band to as 
many at ��0 plus students. $n-
nually, more than 90% percent of 
his graduating seniors received 
scholarships to further their edu-
cation at various colleges and 
universities throughout the coun-
try.

The &ity of -acNson provided 
him an accommodation in Music 
(ducation recognizing both his 
contributions as an educator and 
his accomplishments and com-
munity impact he had as a band 
director.

-oe ³Soop” 0itchell continued 
his passion for music by playing 
Zith several bands throughout 
the area including his oZn. $fter 
several years of playing for art-
ists like Dorothy Moore as her 
band leader, he decided to try 
his hand at opening an entertain-
ment venue to showcase his tal-
ent and love for music. This led 
to the beginning of ³Soop¶s 5es-

taurant 	 /ounge.” The lounge 
opened in $pril �9�0 on 0ill 
Street. With Soop on both bass 
and +ammond %� organ along 
with his vocalists, this served 
as the clubs ³+ouse %and” per-
forming on Friday and Saturday 
nights. 

Soop¶s 5estaurant 	 /ounge 
relocated a few times but became 
the point for live entertainment 
from Thursday thru Saturday in 
-acNson. The lounge focused on 
blues, jazz and R&B music host-
ing artist such as +ouston 3er-
son, 5ichard ³Groove” +olmes, 
Shirley Brown, J. Blackfoot, 
Pat Brown, Buddy Ace, Willie 
Clayton and various local up and 
coming artists.

³Soop” decided it Zas time to 
not only have his oZn building, 
but to build a club that would al-
low him to showcase music in 
a whole new way. In November 
�99� �Must before &apital &ity 
Classic), Soop’s Restaurant & 
/ounge opened at its current lo-
cation on Country Club Drive. 
Soop continued his focus of live 
music by hosting up and com-
ing 5	% artists such as -essie 
3oZell, +-ToZn, &arl Thomas, 
Jaheim and so many more. 

$s a longtime member of 3earl 
Street AME Church, Joe sat in 
the corner to play his bass every 
Sunday and was an active mem-
ber in the men’s Sunday School.  
He was also a proud member of 
2mega 3si 3hi Fraternity, ,nc. 
pledging 8psilon (psilon &hap-
ter Fall �9��. ,n recent years, he 
was actively involved with the 

Beta Alpha Chapter in Jackson, 
0S Zhere he sat on the Talent 
Hunt Committee to focus on 
scholarships for high school stu-
dents aspiring to a career in the 
arts.

+e Zill noZ Moin his loving 
wife of 52 years as they are both 
a part of the /ord¶s choir. The 
memory of his musicianship, 
entrepreneurship, thoughtful-
ness, selfl essness, patience, and 
love will live on in the hearts 
of his family: his two sons – Jo-
seph Keith and Jerrold Vincent 
of -acNson, 0S� one daughter ± 
Jacqueline Delores of West Palm 
%each, F/� fi ve loving sisters-in-
law – Rosie Middleton (Derrick) 
of &hicago, ,/� +azel 0itchell 
(David) of Jackson, MS; Beverly 
0itchell �Thomas� of 'etroit, 
MI; Bettie Mitchell (Phillip) of 
Detroit, MI; Halinda Haymer 
(Jessie) of St. Louis, MO and a 
host of cousins, nieces, nephews 
and close family friends. 

9ieZing�
Westhaven Memorial Funeral 

+ome, ���0 5obinson 5oad, 
-acNson, 0S �9�09, Friday, $u-
gust �, �0�� ��0 a.m.-� p.m.� 
Family will be present from 5-6 
p.m.)

Memorial Service:
Callaway HS Auditorium, 

�0� %easley 5oad, -acNson, 0S 
�9�0�, Friday, $ugust �, �0�� �� 
p.m.-� p.m�.

+omegoing &elebration�
Pearl Street AME Church, 

���9 5obinson Street, -acNson, 
0S �9�09, Saturday, $ugust �, 
�0��, at �� p.m.

IN MEMORIAM: Joe Willie “Soop” Mitchell
Sunrise: A ug ust 4 , 194 8 –  Sunset: July 26, 2023

Mitchell
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These ideologies surged following the No-
vember 4, 2008, election and at times it feels 
we have moved perilously close to risking or 
even losing our democracy.

In August 2019, Businessinsider.com 
spoke with psychologists about the insecuri-
ties that fuel white supremacists. Arie Krug-
lanski, a social psychologist at the University 
of Maryland, said, “People become white 
nationalists for three reasons: a desire to feel 
significant, attribution of their lacN of person-
al success to another group, and a sense of 
belonging among other white nationalists.”

They shared “many experts believe we 
are currently living in a new “Gilded Age,” 
with the country’s economic growth falling 
mostly into the hands of the wealthy. The top 
20% richest Americans owned 77% of total 
household wealth in 2016 – and the top 1% 
alone holds more wealth than the entire mid-
dle class. 0eanZhile, one in five $merican 
children live in poverty.” Tristan Bridges, a 
professor of sociology at the University of 
California, Santa Barbara, shared with writer 
Allana Akhtar at Businessinsider.com that 
“the current rise of white nationalism may 
stem from rising inequality in the US.” Boot-
strapping age-old stereotypes, African Amer-
icans ae now targeted in deeper ways.

President Biden is signing executive orders 
left and right to advance racial equity, while 
the right – with what was once a fringe ele-
ment now becoming more accepted – is mov-

ing ahead at full speed dismantling voting 
rights, diversity initiatives, affirmative action, 
reproductive rights, housing and lending dis-
crimination reforms, gun reforms, and stone-
walling climate change and environmental 
justice – and trying to erase and rewrite black 
history. The highest court in the land is now 
slanted to the right so far that its rulings, often 
and increasingly, don’t resemble the will of 
most of the country.

Racist Americans seemed to have moved 
into the shadows for a few decades prior to 
the November 4, 2008, general election. Not 
anymore, they now parade openly in the 
broad light of day with disgruntled white 
folks at the helm!

The heroic James Meredith has never wa-
vered, saying, ³:e must continue to fight for 
integration.”

If all Americans could truly see the value 
– morally and economically – of integration, 
it would be blinding – it would lift all Ameri-
cans to heights never seen.

President Obama’s election, and reelection 
in 2012 with 51.1% of the vote, drew the cur-
tain back for us to see the truth about a large 
portion of America’s soul. We have so much 
work to do, and our path has been completely 
revealed.

Maya Angelou once said, “I did then what 
I knew how to do. Now that I know better, 
I do better.” We must believe her words and 
follow her example.

Chutkan
Continued from page 1

home-confinement and probation after he 
pleaded guilty to misdemeanor charges 
of storming the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 
Chutkan insisted that there must be con-
sequences “beyond sitting at home” for in-
dividuals involved in an attempted violent 
overthrow of the U.S. government.

“If Mr. Mazzocco walks away with pro-
bation and a slap on the wrist, that’s not 
going to deter anyone trying what he did 
again,” Chutkan asserted from the bench.

“It does not, in this Court’s opinion, in-
dicate the severity – the gravity of the of-
fenses that he committed on Jan. 6.”

Ultimately, she sentenced Mazzocco to 
45 days in jail and 60 hours of community 
service.

0any observers said her stance reflects 

a belief in the importance of holding indi-
viduals accountable for their actions dur-
ing the insurrection.

The judge has refused to bow to po-
litical pressure or executive privilege. In 
addition to denying Trump’s emergency 
motion in 2021, attempting to prevent the 
National Archives from turning over his 
administration’s records to the January 6 
committee, she has remained steadfast in 
upholding the law.

“For a lot of people, I seem to check a 
lot of boxes: immigrant, woman, black, 
$sian. <our Tualifications are alZays go-
ing to be subject to criticism and you have 
to develop a thick skin,” Chutkan was 
quoted as saying in a February 2022 pro-
file posted by the federal Mudiciary.

Vote
Continued from page 1

Alpha
Continued from page 1

into the environment. Hundreds of sewer over-
floZs are being reported around the city, releasing 
sewage into the environment which eventually 
ends up in the Pearl River. I am sick and tired! 
VOTE!

When it comes to street and road maintenance, 
I am sick and tired of the bickering and concerns 
about backroom, sweetheart deals that may per-
sonally benefit some elected officials. 

I am sick and tired of the adversarial relations 
betZeen city, county and state officials and , 
know the way to change the outcome is to change 
those officials Ze have voted into office. ,t¶s our 
time now, VOTE!

So many of us live in what sometimes sounds 
liNe a Zar zone. 5apid-gunfire, people dying, 
crime increasing, inmates escaping, and we ex-
pect effective responses from law enforcement 
but for that we must demand more from our elect-
ed officials. ,¶m sicN and tired of the crime� ,t¶s 
our time now. VOTE

Let’s stop talking about “somebody ought to 
do something.” Let us do it. It’s our time now 
VOTE! Vote for those who you know have been 
responsive to your needs, not the ones blaming, 
shaming and having public fights in public meet-
ings. 1egotiating and trying to find solutions to 

our problems is essential. This is what we expect-
ed from the people we voted for, but we did not 
get it! It’s our time now, VOTE! 

We lost access to clean drinking water in Jack-
son, we lost garbage collection, we lost com-
merce, we lost security and safety, our schools are 
struggling, and we have incumbents wanting to 
be re-elected, so here they come. They talk, they 
make promises, and some say nothing because 
they count on you not voting. They know if you 
don’t vote, you don’t count. Have you not felt 
liNe you don¶t count" 1ot all office holders maNe 
us feel that way, but you know the ones that do. 
VOTE!

Well, here is something that many of us promise 
ourselves – the next time I get a chance to vote, I 
am going to get rid of the problems and find real 
people who have our best interest at heart. I am 
mad and it is my time! I am sick and tired of being 
sick and tired! It’s my time now. VOTE or shut 
the heck up and suffer!

Emmitt Hayes, Jr., CEO of Let There Be Light 
(LTBL) Consultants, is a native of Jackson, MS. 
He attended Jackson Public Schools and gradu-
ated from Tougaloo College. He resides in Aus-
tin, Texas but visits family and friends often in his 
hometown of Jackson.

the convention was to host between 4,000-6,000 
guests and to generate approximately $4.6 mil-
lion.

The fraternity is not the only organization that 
has pulled from Florida sites. Cancellations have 
come from at least nine other groups or associa-
tions; thus, a united front has come to focus in 
retaliation of DeSantis and his constituency.

General President Dr. Willis L. Lonzer, III as-
serted, “Although we are moving our convention 
from Florida, Alpha Phi Alpha will continue to 
support the strong advocacy of Alpha brothers 
and other advocates fighting against the contin-
ued assault on our communities in Florida by 
Gov. Ron DeSantis.”

Lonzer went on to state that work done by the 
Alphas covers a long, detailed account that has 
endured since the fraternity’s inception. “The 
powers that be have compelled the Alphas “to 
work harder to protect the legacy of those who 
struggled and died to make a ‘More Perfect 
Union,’” Lonzer voiced.

Within the political heat against DeSantis’ 
suggestion that slavery benefitted blacN people 
are several black Republicans and conservatives.  
“Ron DeSantis is not the candidate for black 

conservatives, and that’s what he constantly, 
constantly exhibits to us,” said Diante Johnson, 
president of the Black Conservative Federation.

Representative Byron Donalds (R-Florida) 
largely agrees with the overall changes but is 
against the ³personal benefit” insertion of the re-
vised guidelines. That part, he said, needs to be 
adjusted because “it’s wrong.”

Signed into law in 2022 were the revised 
guidelines. Middle school educators are required 
to teach students that “slaves developed skills 
which, in some instances, could be applied for 
their personal benefit.”

Other black conservative representatives have 
publicly criticized DeSantis: Tim Scott (R-S.C.), 
John James (R-Mich.) and Wesley Hunt (R-Tx). 
Hunt, however, appears to stand out in express-
ing that they could not conceive how the en-
slaved Zould have benefitted from slavery.

“If Ron DeSantis spent more time doing the 
job the people of Florida elected him to do and 
less time on his failing presidential campaign, 
perhaps Florida’s curriculum on slavery would 
more accurately reflect the pain and heartbreaN 
experienced by millions who suffered through 
the original sin,” stated Hunt per Politico.
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Preparing for an interview 
with Danyelle Holmes about 
JXN Undivided a few days ago 
reminded me of the fi rst time , 
heard her speak in public. She 
is focused, direct and unwav-
ering in serving the people – 
more often than not, they are 
the people that are invisible to 
so many others, and people who 
are relentlessly being exploited 
in Jackson, around Mississippi, 
and far beyond. She does not 
play.

Holmes spoke at a Mayor’s 
Town Hall at Forest Hills High 
School on September 13, 2022, 
which focused on the water cri-
sis. After patiently waiting for 
her turn, she stood up – way 
up, saying, “The foolishness 
that is going on in our City Hall 
with our City Council has high-
jacked our city…our city is be-
ing held hostage; business can’t 
go on as usual, and it’s going to 
take the citizens to take a stand 
and challenge these elected of-
fi cials to do Zhat is right and 
to take the city of Jackson off 
the for sale block. Jackson is for 
sale under the table, they are 
running a cult, and Jackson is 
not for sale…we are going to 
nationalize the issues in Jack-
son, and the voices of those who 
have been impacted.”

That is Danyelle Holmes, 
born and raised in Jackson, 
Mississippi. Truth be told, a few 
months after that Town Hall, 
Jackson received $600 million 
towards the water system, di-
rectly from Congress, bypass-

ing the state.
Holmes has been a national 

social justice organizer with 
Repairers of the Breach/Poor 
People’s Campaign since 2018. 
She served as local coordina-
tor when Reverend Dr. William 
Barber came to Jackson to lead 
rallies outside the Governor’s 
Mansion in September, Oc-
tober and November of 2022. 
She co-founded the Mississippi 
Rapid Response Coalition in 
2020.

The Mississippi Rapid Re-
sponse Coalition (MRRC) is a 
coalition of over thirty organi-
zations and individuals coming 
together to mobilize Missis-
sippi communities to provide 
rapid response support in times 
of crisis, whether the crisis 
is caused by natural disaster 
or infrastructure failures. At 
MRRC, the entire foundation is 
based on listening to what our 
people say they need and gen-
erating resources to fi ll those 

voids, per their website https://
msrrc.org. 

Now comes yet another pow-
erful grassroots organization, 
JXN Undivided Coalition that 
Holmes helped launch in early 
2023 and currently serves on 
the steering committee. The 
JXN Undivided Coalition 
stands for supporting – through 
protests, other direct actions, 
and through community and 
legal engagement – the right to 
vote, the right to fl ourish and 
the right of political self-deter-
mination for Jackson residents.

The coalition was founded to 
resist the state takeover of the 
rights and resources of resi-
dents of Jackson, Mississippi, 
which is a majority black and 
black-led city, by the state of 
Mississippi and its lawmakers, 
who are majority white. Com-
munity education, organizing 
and public demonstrations are 
foundational means by which 
they have and will continue to 

impact political outcomes and 
the lives of members and loved 
ones in the Jackson communi-
ty. Their member list includes 
over thirty organizations: local, 
statewide and nationally.

,n early -une, a federal laZ-
suit Zas fi led challenging Sen-
ate Bill 2343, which expands the 
jurisdiction of the State Capitol 
Police and requires prior writ-
ten authorization from the 
commissioner of public safety 
or chief of capitol police to 
have any event on sidewalks or 
streets next to property owned 
or occupied by state entities or 
offi cials.

Protests in Jackson have typi-
cally taken place downtown, 
including around the numer-
ous state-owned buildings such 
as the capitol and governor’s 
mansion, per Clarion Ledger
reporting.

Plaintiffs in the case, you 
guessed it – JXN Undivided 
Coalition, as well as Mississippi 

9otes, 3eople¶s $dvocacy ,nsti-
tute, Mississippi Poor People’s 
Campaign, Black Voters Mat-
ter, and three local community 
organizers. The suit Zas fi led 
June 6, and by June 29, U.S. 
District Court Judge Henry 
Wingate issued a preliminary 
injunction. “Wingate said the 
provision likely would have had 
a chilling effect on free speech 
and criticized the law for being 
too “constitutionally vague,” 
per WLBT reporting.

“The JXN Undivided Coali-
tion and its members have for 
years engaged in the deeply 
American tradition of peace-
fully gathering on public prop-
erty to convey to elected offi -
cials what matters most to us” 
the plaintiffs said a statement. 
“What matters most to us is the 
right to vote and the right of 
political self-determination for 
Jackson residents. We have spo-
ken, and the state has respond-
ed with a sweeping prohibition 

of speech next to properties in 
-acNson occupied by state offi -
cials absent prior authorization. 
We should not have to risk ar-
rest and imprisonment for exer-
cising our constitutional rights, 
including freedom of speech 
and equal protection under the 
law,” per the same Clarion Led-
ger article.

Holmes indicates that the en-
tire month of July was designat-
ed as human dignity month by 
JXN Undivided Coalition. 

“Our direct actions have been 
centered on human dignity and 
a push for human dignity for all 
Mississippians,” Holmes said. 

When asked about attempts 
to communicate with the leg-
islators who have created the 
takeover bills, she indicated 
that “we are always trying to 
work across the lines of divi-
sion to create policies and laws 
that are just to all and not only 
a select few. The coalition has 
not been successful in changing 
the minds and hearts of elected 
offi cials Zhose goal is to under-
mine the leadership in the City 
of Jackson, as well as raping the 
city of its assets and resources.”

So many people in our state 
have fallen asleep and end up 
accepting the oppression that 
is delivered by the white power 
structure, but not them and their 
formidable partners. They are a 
potent barrier to the takeover 
attempts that come harder and 
stronger with each new year. 

Contact JXN Undivided Co-
alition at ���-���-���� to ¿ nd 
ways to support their efforts on 
our behalf. 

&20081,T<

Now comes JXN Undivided Coalition
By Christopher Young
C on tr ibu tin g  W r iter
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Rukia Lumumba, Paloma Wu, Danyelle Holmes and others January 31, 2023
Danyelle Holmes at Repairers of the Breach 
event. 
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The Mississippi Arts Commission’s 
(MAC) Folk & Traditional Arts pro-
gram announces the release of the 
Summer 2023 Issue of its traditional 
arts online publication, Mississippi 
Folklife. The latest issue features two 
essays exploring the state’s art and 
culture, highlighting Cleveland native 
Johnnie Smith and The Raw Oyster 
Marching Club (ROMC) from Bay St. 
Louis. 

The fi rst essay by 0$& FolN 	 Tra-
ditional Arts Director Maria Zeringue, 
“Johnnie Smith: Painting the Delta,” 
provides an in-depth profi le of -ohn-
nie Smith, a self-taught painter from 
Cleveland, MS. Smith paints scenes of 
Delta landscapes, historical buildings, 
portraits and local life. Smith is also 
a Mississippi Arts Commission Folk 
Arts Fellowship grant recipient for the 
2023-2024 year. The essay is accom-
panied by photographs of Smith and 
his work by fellow Cleveland-based 
photographer Rory Doyle.

“I am really thankful for the support 
of the Mississippi Arts Commission, 
and I really appreciate being chosen 
to be a part of Mississippi Folklife,” 
said Smith. “One of the most impor-
tant things to me is to be able to show 
others what I do, and I am happy that 
people will be able to see my art on-
line.” Smith adds, “Painting means ev-
erything to me, and if I am not doing it, 
it feels like something is missing. This 
article is a window into my approach 
to painting and how it positively im-

pacts my life.”
The second article of the Summer 

2023 Issue, “The Raw Oyster March-
ing Club: An Interview with Martha 
Whitney Butler and Ann Dinwiddie 
Madden,” focuses on a carnival and 
dancing group based in Bay St. Lou-
is, MS. In this interview with Maria 
Zeringue, Martha Whitney Butler and 
Ann Dinwiddie, Madden discuss the 
ROMC’s history, their process of mak-
ing oysters, costumes, choreography 
and the social impact of the club.

“The Raw Oyster Marching Club is 
such an interesting part of Mississippi 
Carnival celebrations and Gulf Coast 

culture,” explains Zeringue. “By talk-
ing with Martha and Ann, I learned so 
much about the club and the commu-
nity of artists, dancers and perform-
ers that contribute to the magic of the 
ROMC. I cherish my small collection 
of oysters made by club members, and 
I hope this article encourages people 
to one day check out a parade with this 
fun group!”

Mississippi Folklife is free and ac-
cessible to the public online and is pos-
sible thanks to the generous support of 
the National Endowment for the Arts. 
New issues are released twice a year 
on https://mississippifolklife.org.

For more information about the new 
issue, please contact Maria Zeringue, 
Folk and Traditional Arts Director, at 
the Mississippi Arts Commission at 
mzeringue@arts.ms.gov. To view other 
publications and articles from Missis-
sippi Folklife, visit https://mississippi-
folklife.org. 

The Mississippi Arts Commission 
(MAC) is a state agency serving more 
than two million people through grants 
and special initiatives that enhance 
communities, assist artists and arts 
organizations, promote arts educa-
tion, and celebrate Mississippi’s cul-
tural heritage. MAC is funded by the 

Mississippi Legislature, the National 
Endowment for the Arts, and other 
private sources. For more information, 
visit www.arts.ms.gov.

Mississippi Folklife is a digital 
journal featuring original writing and 
documentary work focused on present-
day folk and traditional arts within the 
state, managed and produced by the 
Mississippi Arts Commission. Origi-
nally a print publication, Mississippi 
Folklife was established in 1927 by the 
Mississippi Folklore Society.

For more information, visit mis-
sissippifolklife.org  visit mississippi-
folklife.org.

LOCAL
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Mississippi Folklife Summer issue 
exploring Mississippi art and culture

Johnnie Smith. Photo by Rory Doyle, courtesy of 
the Mississippi Arts Commission.

A group photo of ROMC members in their green and gold costumes. Photo by Maria Zeringue, courtesy of the Mississippi 
Arts Commission
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STATE

This statement is attributed to Rep. Za-
kiya Summers (MS-68):

“Senate Bill 2358 was a bad bill and a 
bad law. I applaud the federal court in its 
ruling to block the law and preserve Mis-
sissippians’ fundamental right to vote. Let’s 
be clear – SB 2358 was a blatant attempt at 
voter suppression right here in Mississippi 
and clearly in violation of the Voting Rights 
Act. Without this decision, SB 2358 would 
have severely restricted the way Mississip-
pians cast their ballot, jeopardizing your 
constitutional right and adding undue bur-
dens to our men and women of the Armed 
Forces, the disabled, sick and shut in, our 
young people and senior members in our 
communities. Instead of the leadership 
of our state putting barriers to the ballot 
box into law, we should make it easier for 
Mississippians to make their voices heard 
through measures like online voter regis-
tration, early voting and voter restoration. 
Voting is the cornerstone to our democracy 
and it must be defended and protected.”

Mississippi’s political divide 
was on full display Thursday in 
the blazing heat as Republican 
Gov. Tate Reeves and Democrat-
ic challenger Brandon Presley 
spoke to a rowdy outdoor crowd 
at the largest political event of 
this election year, less than two 
weeks before party primaries.

Spectators cheered their own 
candidate – “Tate! Tate! Tate!” 
“Bran-don! Bran-don! “ – and 
heckled the other  “Liar! Liar!” 
“Later, Tater!” – at the Neshoba 
County Fair, a gathering known 
as “Mississippi’s Giant House-
party.”

For several days, groups of 
friends and families live in col-
orful cabins on the fairgrounds. 
Political speeches are one form 
of entertainment, along with 
concerts and horse races. 

While candidates spoke 
Thursday, more than 1,000 peo-
ple stood in the sunshine or sat 
on long wooden benches under 
a tin-roofed pavilion, fanning 
themselves as the temperature 
hovered at a humid 97 degrees 
Fahrenheit (36.1 degrees Cel-
sius).

“I understand where work-
ing people are and Tate Reeves 
doesn’t have a clue,” Presley 
said. “He doesn’t have a clue as 
to what people in Mississippi are 
struggling with. When he comes 
up here in a few minutes, he’s 
going to do his best to whistle 
past the problems in Mississippi, 
including our health care crisis.” 

Reeves defends his position.
“This is not a campaign be-

tween two Mississippians of-
fering Mississippi ideas to 
solve Mississippi’s challenges,” 
Reeves said. “I wish it was. But 

it’s not. The national liberals 
have made Mississippi their tar-
get.”

Presley did not mention abor-
tion in his speech Thursday, but 
he has publicly described himself 
as “pro-life” many times. 

Reeves drew loud cheers from 
his own supporters when he 
talked about two laws he signed 
– one in 2021 that bans transgen-
der people from playing girls’ 
or women’s sports, and one this 
year that bans gender-affi rming 
health care for transgender peo-
ple younger than 18.

“The eternal truth is that boys 
are boys and girls are girls,” 
Reeves said to loud cheers from 
his supporters. 

Presley said at a press forum 
in June that he trusts families 
to make health care decisions 
for their children.Responding 
to questions Thursday after the 
speeches, Presley said that he 
would not try to overturn the 
laws dealing with sports or trans-
gender health care if he is elected 
governor. 

“That law is settled in Missis-
sippi,” Presley said. 

On stage Thursday, Presley 
said Reeves did nothing to pre-
vent “the largest public corrup-
tion scandal in the state of Mis-
sissippi.” He was referring to the 
misspending of tens of millions 
of dollars of welfare money that 
was intended to help some of the 
poorest people in the U.S. 

A former Mississippi Depart-
ment of Human Services director 
and others have pleaded guilty to 
charges in the case that Zas fi rst 
revealed to the public in early 
2020, soon after Reeves moved 
up from lieutenant governor to 
governor. 

Presley accused Reeves of 

only caring about campaign do-
nors.

“It’s why in this campaign, you 
watch up here today, he will not 
open his mouth one time to pro-
pose ethics reform in Mississippi 
to stop the welfare scandal from 
ever happening again,” Presley 
said.

Reeves did not mention the 
welfare misspending during his 
speech. But he said: “Brandon 
Presley and his party are happy 
to see people go on welfare. He 
campaigns on wanting more wel-
fare.”

Presley has criticized Reeves 
for referring to Medicaid, a 
government-funded health insur-
ance program, as “welfare.” Pre-
sley has said Mississippi has lost 
billions of dollars by not joining 
40 other states that have expand-
ed Medicaid to working people 
whose jobs don’t provide health 
insurance.

Reeves, responding to ques-
tions after the speeches, said he 
remains opposed to Medicaid 
expansion. He said Mississippi 
should work to attract jobs that 
will provide private health insur-
ance for employees.

Presley is unopposed for the 
Democratic nomination. In the 
Aug. 8 Republican primary, 
Reeves faces David Hardigree 
and John Witcher, who are both 
running low-budget campaigns.

Hardigree is a military veteran 
who said that he wants to talk to 
all sheriffs to try to reduce crime. 
Witcher is a physician who said 
he is “against the woke agenda” 
and believes COVID-19 vaccina-
tions are dangerous. 

In the Nov. 7 general election, 
Presley will face the Republican 
nominee and one independent 
candidate, Gwendolyn Gray.
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Statement on Federal 
Court ruling on “Ballot 

Harvesting” Law
By Emily Wagster Pettus
A ssoc ia ted  P r ess

Summers
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Four 9icNsburg fi refi ghters earned 
$ssociate 'egrees in 1ursing on -uly 
�� in the fi rst of three summer gradua-
tion ceremonies at +inds &ommunity 
&ollege. 

The four ± Tavares +atchett, Ste-
venson $rchie, -abaris 0c'aniel and 
5eginald GalloZay ± Zent through the 
paramedic program at +inds, three at 
the same time and one separately, be-
fore completing the nursing program 
together at the 9icNsburg-:arren 
&ampus. 

³This is everything� Giving bacN 
and helping people,” said an elated 
0c'aniel. 

+atchett said his medical interest  
began Zhen he fi rst ZorNed at a phar-
macy, became a fi refi ghter and then a 
paramedic. ³, liNed being a paramedic 
fi rst,” he said. 

$rianna ,rby of 5aleigh drove �00 
miles each day to complete her prac-
tical nursing degree at the 1ursing 
$llied +ealth &enter Zhile ZorNing 
at the 3earl 0($ clinic. +er husband 
missed the ceremony because of naval 
training in 9irginia but her parents ±
along Zith her three daughters $very, 
�� ,vy, � and (mmie, � ± Zatched her 
ZalN across the stage at &ain-&ochran 
+all. 

³, have a very understanding boss 
and a good support system helping me 
Zith these three children. That¶s hoZ 
, did it,” she said, referring to her par-
ents and husband &orey.

She plans to return to +inds in the 
near future for an $ssociate 'egree in 
1ursing. 

$ll special speaNers for the ceremo-
nies Zere students receiving degrees. 

&anton resident 'eanna SharNey 
offered the invocation and benedic-
tion. She received a degree in practi-
cal nursing. She is a member of 3hi 
Theta .appa honor society and is a 
student member of the 1ational $sso-
ciation of /icensed 3ractical 1urses. 
$t age ��, she plans to start her career 
in medical-surgical nursing and ZorN 
toZard becoming a registered nurse in 
the future. 

Trent $rd spoNe on behalf of class-
mates. $t age ��, he earned an $ssoci-
ate 'egree in 1ursing. +e is a mem-
ber of 3hi Theta .appa honor society 

and a neZ member of 0ississippi 2r-
ganization of $ssociate 'egree 1urs-
ing. +e Zill further his education at 
the 8niversity of Southern 0ississippi 
and Zants to ZorN in critical care. 

³$lthough that fi rst test in our fi rst 
summer semester had me Tuestioning 
my decision to transition into nursing, 
, am glad , did, and , am happy that 
, chose +inds. (ven though , had a 
���-mile round trip for each night of 
class, and Tuestioned my sanity from 
time to time, +inds Zas Zithout a 
doubt the place for me,” said $rd, Zho 
lives in 3ine, /a. ³+inds has provided 
me Zith a Zealth of NnoZledge that , 
can apply to be that good, competent 
+inds nurse Ze have heard about all 
year.

³, can say Zithout a doubt that , am 
ready. , am sure that my felloZ soon-

to-be practicing 51s agree Zith me 
in that +inds prepares you to « have 
a successful life-long career in nurs-
ing,” he said. 

,n total, nearly �00 students re-
ceived a total ��� credentials, mean-
ing some students received more than 
one credential. 2f those, �� students 
graduated cum laude Zith a grade 
point average of �.� to �.�9� �� gradu-
ated magna cum laude Zith a grade 
point average of �.� to �.99 and �� 
graduated summa cum laude Zith a 
grade point average of �.0. 

Students in other programs gradu-
ated on -uly ��. Those Zith last names 
beginning Zith $-/ graduated at �0 
a.m. and those Zhose last names begin 
Zith 0-= graduated at � p.m. $ll cer-
emonies Zere at &ain-&ochran +all 
on the 5aymond &ampus. 

Nissan believes in 
the power of education.

Celebrating 
20 years of service 
in the Greater 
Jackson Area.

Long drives, determination 
mark Hinds CC nursing grads

The 0ississippi School of +ealth Ser-
vices 	 &areers, in collaboration Zith the 
0ississippi 'epartment of &orrections 
�0'2&� :orNs, is proud to announce 
the launch of a comprehensive healthcare 
career training program. This initiative, 
NnoZn as +23( �+elping e[-2ffenders 
3repare for (mployment�, aims to provide 
valuable sNills and opportunities for indi-
viduals reentering society after incarcera-
tion.

The program has received substantial 
funding through various sources, includ-
ing the &oronavirus State and /ocal 5e-
covery Funds and the 8.S. 'epartment of 
/abor. 

$s a result of this strong partnership, 
the program Zas developed Zith a com-
prehensive curriculum that addresses the 
uniTue needs of individuals transitioning 
from incarceration to the ZorNforce. 

2n -une �9, �0��, fi fteen graduates re-
ceived certifi cations Zithin 3hlebotomy 
and 0edical %illing and &oding during 
the 0SS+S& and 0'2& :hite &oat 
&eremony. 

³:e are super proud of these ladies and 
their tremendous accomplishments,” stat-
ed (ric %eamon, +23( coordinator for 
0S :25.S.

The funding for this program is eTually 
noteZorthy. 

0'2& :orNs, an initiative focused 
on providing employment opportunities 

for formerly incarcerated individuals, has 
played a pivotal role in securing �00% 
funding through the &oronavirus State 
and /ocal 5ecovery Funds. This federal 
aZard, S/5F3000�, Zas granted to $c-
celerate 0S by the 8.S. 'epartment of 
Treasury, underscoring the signifi cance 
and recognition of this endeavor.

$dditionally, the +23( program has 
received fi nancial support from the 8.S. 
'epartment of /abor¶s :orNforce ,nnova-
tion and 2pportunity $ct �:,2$� funds.  

The Southcentral 0ississippi :orNs, 
through a subaZard, has contributed to 
the program¶s success by providing vital 
resources and support to help individuals 
overcome barriers and obtain meaningful 
employment. The healthcare career train-
ing program offered by the 0ississippi 
School of +ealth Services 	 &areers is 
designed to eTuip individuals Zith the 
NnoZledge, sNills and certifi cations nec-
essary to pursue reZarding careers in the 
healthcare industry.

³(ducation and providing the oppor-
tunity to learn or advance technical sNills 
Zithin the healthcare industry is principal 
in the shaping and molding of our future 
healthcare services available of patients 
and our communities, ³ said 'r. 0arcus $. 
&hanay, president of 0S School of +ealth 
Services and &areers.”

5ecognizing the groZing demand for 
healthcare professionals and the untapped 
potential of individuals Zith a criminal re-
cord, the program aims to bridge the gap 
betZeen training and employment.

Mississippi School of Health 
Services & Careers partners

with MDOC Works to offer 
healthcare career training 

('8&$T,21
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Vicksburg fi refi ghters Tavares Hatchett, Stevenson Archie, Jabaris McDaniel and Reginald Galloway received Associate 
Degrees in Nursing from Hinds Community College on July 26. PHOTOS BY BRAD SMITH/HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Jaliyah Miller of Jackson graduated from Hinds Community College on July 26 
with a degree in Medical Data Technology. She is with family members, from 
left, Martha McCite, Christian Miller, LaWanda Johnson and Asia Henderson

Trent Ard of Pine, La., left, and Canton resident Deanna Sharkey were the stu-
dent speakers for the July 26 nursing and allied health graduation ceremony at 
Hinds Community College. 
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Did you know that 100 Americans 
die everyday from gun violence and 
tens of thousands more suffer non-
fatal gun injuries? Does that mean you 
need to get a gun to protect yourself 
and your family? Has society become 
so violent that everyone should arm 
himself or herself for protection? Do 
guns really protect a family? What 
does the data say?

The issue of owning a gun for pro-
tection is a complex and contentious 
one. Advocates of gun ownership of-
ten argue that having a fi rearm in your 
home can act as a deterrent to poten-
tial criminals and provide a means of 
self-defense. Some say a fi rearm can 
deter burglars and intruders. It’s been 
argued that having a gun is your best 
way of protecting your family. The 
data on outcomes of gun ownership 
does not support such claims. 

Research has shown that having 
guns in the home increases your risk 
of accidents and incidents of violence. 
Studies have indicated that a gun in 
your home is more likely to be used in 
a domestic dispute, accidental shoot-
ing or suicide attempt than in self-
defense against an intruder. The pres-
ence of guns can escalate confl icts and 
lead to tragic outcomes, especially in 
emotional charged situations. 

The idea that guns effectively pro-
tect homeowners from crime does not 
always align with real-world scenari-
os. In most cases your gun is not easily 
accessible during a home invasion and 
you may not have the training or the 
presence of mind to use a gun safely 
and effectively under stress.

We should look at other factors that 
could contribute to your home safety 

such as improved security systems, 
unarmed neighborhood watch pro-
grams and community engagement. 
Preventative measures like proper 
lighting, secure locks and cooperation 
among neighbors can signifi cantly re-
duce the likelihood of crime.

Ultimately the effectiveness of guns 
in protecting homeowners from crime 
is an issue that depends on various 
factors that include the individual and 
family training with their gun, local 
crime rates and the specifi c circum-
stances of a potential threat. Think 

about it. How does a criminal know 
not to come to your house because 
you now have a gun? Are you going 
to put a sign up that says, “I have a 
gun.” There is no one-size-fi ts-all an-
swer. The decision to own a gun for 
self-defense should be made carefully 
and based on all the potential risk and 
responsibilities.

Some may still say isn’t crime on 
the rise? Over 80% in the US believe 
crime is increasing or staying the 
same in their community. This belief 
is grounded in fear from the succes-

sive mass shooting to the brazen at-
tacks during daylight hours.

The FBI’s annual report for 2021 re-
leased this year showed that crime de-
creased by 1% from the previous year.

The FBI tracks seven major crimes. 
Theft, auto theft and burglary have 
been falling regularly for the last 20 
years. Violent crimes such as aggra-
vated assault, murder, rape and rob-
bery increased in 2020 but remain 
lower than it was in the 1990s. The 
two crimes most people think about is 
murder and gun violence, which is less 

than 1% of over all crime.
Gun violence should be considered 

a public health epidemic and should 
be treated as such. Mass shootings are 
horrifi c and capture your attention, 
they are only part of the gun-violence 
picture. More than half of all suicides 
are fi rearm-related. Firearms are used 
in more than 50% of female homi-
cides. Firearms are the third leading 
cause of death in children. The U.S. 
accounts for more than 90% of all fi re-
arm deaths among children in devel-
oped high–income nations.

Prevention is the key to reducing 
gun related issues. Here are a few 
things we should think about:

• Don’t buy a gun. 
• If you do buy a gun get training. 

Every adult that is in your household 
should have the training.

• Don’t let your children handle your 
fi rearms. Guns are not toys.

• Monitor the mental health of the 
members of your family. 

• Monitor your gun. Use an alarm 
box that will alert you if the box is 
opened.

• Learn de-escalation strategies. 
Practice them with your family.

• Encourage further research on gun 
violence and it’s impact on society. 

• Encourage more talks about gun 
safety.

• Pray for divine intervention.
Striking a balance between pro-

tecting individual rights and ensur-
ing public safety remains crucial in 
addressing the complex relationship 
between guns in homes and in home 
shootings. If we embrace evidence-
based policies and foster an open dia-
logue we can move closer to a safer 
society while respecting individual 
liberties.
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Timothy Louis Moncure  was born on 
December 28, 1960 to late Lee E. Mon-
cure and Lois William Moncure in Jack-
son, MS. At an early age, he confessed 
Christ as his savior and was baptized at 
College Hill Church in Jackson MS.

In 1983, Timothy was united in holy 
matrimony to Essie Sherman; to this 
union two sons were born – Justin Lee 
Moncure and Jeremy Stclair Moncure.

Timothy graduated from Provine 
High School.

He worked for Cook Funeral Home 
and P. V. Garcaso Limousine Services.

He retired from UPS in November 2013 
where he was employed for 36 years.

On Tuesday, July 18, 2023, God sent 
his angel to claim his own and relin-
quished Timothy from sickness and pain 
to join his father, mother and brother. 

Precious memories will linger in the 
hearts of his loving wife Essie Moncure; 
two sons: Justin (Brianna) of Pearl MS 
and Jeremy Moncure of Jackson, MS; 
one brother, Dale (Rosanne) Moncure of 
Jackson, MS; two sisters: Delois Mon-
cure of Charlotte, NC and Dr. Barbara 
(Ewin) Washington of Denver CO; two 
aunts: Flossie Ball of Frisco, TX and 
Amber Jean Gatewood of Birmingham, 
AL; three grandchildren: Jayron, Made-
lyn and Iyanna Moncure; and numerous 
sisters-in-law, brothers-in-law, nieces, 
nephews and other  relative and friends.

Homegoing services were held at Col-
lege Hill M. B. Church located at 1600 
Florence Ave., Jackson, MS, Saturday, 
July 20, 2023 at 2:30 p.m.

Rev. Chauncy Jordan, Sr. is pastor at 
College Hill.

Services were provided by Peoples 
Funeral Home, 886 N. Farish Street, 
Jackson, MS.

In Memoriam 
Timothy Louis Moncure

Sunrise:  December 28, 1960 Sunset:  July 18, 2023

Moncure

Paid for by friends to elect Roshunda Harris-Allen



BOOK REVIEW:

TRINITY
BY ZELDA LOCKHART
C.2023, AMISTAD
$27.99  •  272 PAGES

,f at fi rst, you don¶t succeed...
The old saying recommends 

trying three times, but that can be 
nothing but frustration� if it ain¶t 
ZorNing, Zhat says it might ZorN 
later" Try, try again is fruitless 
but then... there are those days 
Zhen a third attempt, or a fourth 
or a fi fth is all it taNes to get 
things done. $s in the neZ booN, 
³Trinity” by =elda /ocNhart, the 
third time¶s indeed the charm.

%ennie /ee Zas someZhere 
around ten or eleven years old 

Zhen his mother, /ottie, left 
%ennie and his toddler brother, 
/enard, in the care of their father, 
%ig 'eddy. That care, though, 
Zas given through fi sts and slaps 
and overZorN and denial.

/ottie alZays said she Zant-
ed to go to St. /ouis and she¶d 
taNe her boys Zith her but %en-
nie NneZ she Zas at a bar a feZ 
miles aZay, selling her body to 
men. +e tried to bring her home, 
but she acted liNe she didn¶t 
NnoZ him. :hen she came bacN 
to their 0ississippi farm on her 
oZn, he shot her dead, chasing 

aZay the girl-spirit that Zaited in 
/ottie¶s Zomb.

$nd then %ennie bolted.
+e left 0ississippi, Moined 

the 0arines in .orea and Zhen 
he came home, Zounded, he 
brought alcoholism Zith him. 
Still, he stayed sober enough to 
meet 5ebecca, Zho dreamed of 
marrying a 0arine and she and 
%ennie conceived a child, so she 
got her Zish.

They named that baby %en-
nie -r., and they called him %-. 
+e Zould have had a sister but 
Zhen 5ebecca /ee Zas four 

months pregnant Zith their sec-
ond child, %ennie shot her and 
then himself, and the girl-spirit 
Zas chased aZay again.

/enard /ee Zas glad to taNe 
his nepheZ in after the murder-
suicide of the boy¶s parents. Si[-
year-old %- greZ up Zith every 
opportunity $merica in the �9�0s 
could offer and Zhen he Zas old 
enough, he fought in 9ietnam 
liNe many young men his age.

$lso, liNe many young men 
his age, he fell in love Zith the 
girl ne[t door Zhen he came 
home.

:hen she told %- that he Zas 
going to be a father, the girl-
spirit reMoiced...

'espite the Zince-Zorthy 
violence inside this story and 
a feZ pages of surprising e[-
plicitness, ³Trinity” is really a 
very pretty booN. The imagery 
inside is dusty and lush, and 
it¶s helped along Zith gorgeous 
turns of phrase and occasional 
sly sarcasm, both of Zhich poNe 
the imagination� you can almost 
feel the 0ississippi heat, the 
sucN of mud on a creeN banN, 
and Nudzu choNing your anNles. 

%eginning each chapter and ap-
pearing elseZhere Zhen needed, 
its spirituality feels liNe a bucNet 
of cool Zater on a hot day� the 
ancestor love that author =elda 
/ocNhart alloZs for her charac-
ters fi ts perfectly into the rest of 
Zhat happens.

%ecause of its fl oZing lan-
guage and metaphors, this booN 
may taNe some patience to em-
brace and its spirituality isn¶t for 
everyone. Still, if this doesn¶t 
sound liNe your Nind of booN, 
picN up ³Trinity” anyhoZ, and 
try, try again.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
C ol u m n ist
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WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON’S SOUL, 
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN 
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE 
VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC 
ADULTS WANT TO HEAR! 

Paid for by friends of Zack Wallace
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African-American families have 
known for generations that retire-
ment at the age of 65 is often a mi-
rage. We hope and pray it will hap-
pen, but it’s a dream that generally 
never gets fulfi lled. ,n fact reports 
have shown that the typical white 
family – even at retirement age – has 
eight times the wealth of the typical 
black family, with a typical Latino 
family faring only slightly better. 
These historic inequities will not 
change by themselves. Community 
leaders, policymakers and industry 
experts must come together to iden-
tify and promote new solutions to 
this retirement wealth gap. 

Opportunely, a new research 
study by the Bipartisan Policy Cen-
ter (BPC), a Washington, DC based 
think-tank and investment manager, 
BlackRock offer ideas and solutions 
that provide a holistic approach to 
retiring, presenting a framework 
that any person – across all races, 
genders and socioeconomic sta-
tuses – can utilize to extend and ex-
pand their retirement savings. 

Americans are generally living 
longer than they were in previous 
decades, Zhile the offi cial retire-
ment age is largely unchanged. To-
day, 58 percent of U.S. adults are 
worried they will outlive their re-
tirement savings. And they’re right 
to be concerned; most Americans 
are not saving enough for their re-
tirement.

African-Americans are at greater 
risk for instability during retire-
ment years. The AARP has shown 
the gaps in retirement savings al-
ready. The association represent-
ing millions of retirees across the 
country has pointed out that black 
and Hispanic workers lag in access 

to workplace savings plans. On av-
erage, black retirees in the United 
States have less saved for retire-
ment than their white counterparts.

Racial disparities in homeowner-
ship and generational wealth also 
contribute to discrepancies in re-
tirement savings. And, for all, the 
prospect of retirement is stressful 
and overwhelming. The opportuni-
ties to learn common sense retire-
ment savings techniques are lack-
ing.

However, there are solutions. 
There are simple actions that both 
individuals and policymakers can 
take to bridge this gap.

The BPC and BlackRock re-
search paper outlines several key 
fi ndings Zhich Zould alloZ for the 
typical American to save for retire-
ment Zith a ³spending fl oor” or the 
hard-dollar levels under which they 
cannot spend each year as a retiree 
ages into their 90s and beyond.

Essentially, the study found that 
savers should consider a three-step 
framework to help chart their path 
to retirement spending: determine 
retirement objectives, consider key 

risk factors and formulate a holis-
tic strategy. One additional tip they 
provide is that pulling a few levers 
within the framework – such as in-
creasing Social Security benefi ts by 
claiming this benefi t later and add-
ing guaranteed income – can sig-
nifi cantly boost long-term spending 
power.

The simple building of wealth, 
such as retirement savings, can help 
buffer racial minority families and 
provide critical support for fami-
lies during economic downturns. 
For example, black families with 
mortgages were three-times more 
likely to get behind on mortgage 
payments than white families. The 
economic legacy of &29,'-�9 has 
been devastating for black people 
and other racial minorities, further 
increasing the racial wealth divide, 
and aggravating historic issues 
that have made it more diffi cult for 
black Americans to thrive. 

The study addresses disparities 
among race and other historical 
demographic issues that pervade 
many of these fi nancial challenges. 
For example, black Americans gen-

erally have shorter life expectancies 
and more health issues than white 
Americans. On average, black 
workers earn less putting them at a 
signifi cant disadvantage from Zhen 
their careers start, making it more 
challenging to save. Far fewer black 
families have retirement accounts 
– or investments generally – than 
white households. Meanwhile, cur-
rent “tax subsidies for asset build-
ing disproportionately benefi t the 
highest-income households,” the 
report says. 

The BPC and BlackRock study 
concludes that policymakers must 
play a key role in equalizing retire-
ment across races.

Our nation’s lawmakers should 
collaborate with the private sector 
in creation and passing policies, 
such as, “minimizing early with-
drawals from retirement accounts, 
known as plan leakage; expanding 
guaranteed lifetime income prod-
ucts and home equity tools to sup-
port consumption; and promoting 
optimal times to start collecting 
Social Security benefi ts.” This Zill 
advance much-needed expansive 
and eTuitable fi nancial stability in 
retirement.

Every American deserves to re-
tire comfortably at an age that one 
can still enjoy it. That requires sav-
ing in advance, in the most lucra-
tive but safe Zay possible. ,t¶s time 
to bridge the gap on retirement age 
and savings among the races within 
the United States.

Savers across all races should 
have straightforward retirement 
knowledge and savings options.

The Bipartisan Policy Center-
BlackRock research paper offers 
tactful solutions that individuals 
should implement and policies that 
legislators should consider.

Waking up in the 
morning starts an un-
certain and even peril-
ous day for black men 
in America. Depend-
ing upon our actions 
and decision-making 

unexpected outcomes can occur.
, have learned that Ze can never 

drop our guard. We must stay tuned 
in to our environment and to our 
surroundings.

There is an expression that we 
know quite well and that is “giving 
you the benefi t of the doubt.” 'o $f-
rican-$merican men get the benefi t 
of the doubt" , don¶t thinN that Ze 
do. This is my opinion.

We know too well the many cases 
where African-American men were 
shot and killed. We also know of 
cases involving us being convicted 
and later released because of insuffi -

cient evidence. These turns of injus-
tice have made us fearful of the po-
lice and the criminal justice system. 

When we see, while driving, the 
police behind us, we cringe because 
Ze aren¶t sure Zhat Zill happen. ,n 
plain language, we panic. This fear 
overtook an African-American man 
recently in Ohio.

Thankfully, this black man was 
not shot by law enforcement. On 
July 4, Jadarrius Rose, 23 years 
old, was driving a semi-truck and 
according to reports, the truck was 
missing a mudfl ap. 5ose did not stop 
when initially confronted by the po-
lice, and a chase ensued. 

He was stopped and held his 
hands up. Video footage heard a 
state trooper saying, “Do not release 
the dog.” The state trooper made this 
statement more than one time.

&ircleville, 2hio police offi cer, 
Ryan Speakman, released the K-9 
and Rose was bitten and was taken 
to the hospital. Reports said that he 

was bleeding heavily. 
5eports said that 5ose told 9�� 

dispatchers in two calls that he didn’t 
know why he was being pulled 
over. +e said, ³5ight noZ ,¶m be-
ing chased by liNe �0 police offi cers 
and they all got their guns pointed 
directly at my trucN.” 5ose added, 
³$nd it¶s not even my trucN. ,¶m Must 
driving to my delivery point.”

There are a few questions regard-
ing what happened at the scene. 
Rose was afraid and that is why he 
didn’t stop originally. Rose did what 
a lot of black men would have done. 
At the moment of decision, as black 
men, Ze are Zondering, am , going 
to be killed?

'id the police offi cer hear the 
state trooper say don’t release the 
dog" 'idn¶t the police offi cer see 
Rose with his hands held up? We can 
only speculate about the answers to 
those questions. The full report will 
be released in the coming days. 

Rose was held in jail for three 

days because he led the police on a 
chase. Yet why did he have to remain 
in jail for three days? Remember the 
benefi t of the doubt e[pression.

The Circleville Mayor stated that 
nothing like this should have ever 
happened to anybody and that it’s 
just a very unfortunate situation. 

Looking back on this unfortunate 
incident, , Zonder Zhy do these 
things happen to us" ,f the driver 
had been white and 23 years old 
would this have happened to him? 
First and foremost, he would have 
stopped and been issued a warning 
or a ticNet for not having a mudfl ap. 
There would have been no need for 
additional police offi cers or .-9 
units. Spending time in jail would 
have never happened. 

What transpired in this case is just 
another example of what happens 
to black men in the United States of 
$merica. :e don¶t get the benefi t of 
the doubt. Will that change? What 
do you think?

According to 
Webster’s dic-
tionary, craving 
is described as, to 
ask earnestly, beg, 
demand, to want 
greatly, need and 

to yearn for. Furthermore, craving 
is when you have a strong, intense 
desire for something.

We all as humans crave some-
thing from time to time. Some of 
us crave chocolate, some crave 
ice cream, some crave salt, some 
crave adventure, some crave a 
new hair style, and so much more. 
Moreover, in most circumstances, 
individuals tend to crave some-

thing that they are familiar with 
or have experienced at some point 
in their lives while others crave 
something they have never or sel-
dom experienced. A craving can 
be desired in many facets of our 
lives like on a job, school, fam-
ily, friends, church, businesses, 
relationships and marriages. Have 
you ever thought about what your 
spouses could be craving in your 
marriage?

According to experts, women 
crave more than men do in their 
marriages. Unfortunately, there 
are many wives suffering in pain 
from loneliness, and even bore-
dom because they are not getting 
what they need and desire from 
their husbands. ,s it fair or reason-

able to expect your wife to go day 
after day, month after month and 
year after year not getting their 
needs and desires met by you?

According to Focus on the 
Family, wives crave the following 
from their husbands:

• Unconditional love and ac-
ceptance: Unconditional love 
means that your love for your wife 
should not be based on any mea-
surements of meeting your �0� 
expectations and your love will 
cover her good attributes as well 
as her imperfections, errors and 
mistakes. Acceptance is accept-
ing her for who she is, accepting 
her body, accepting her past, ac-
cepting her emotions, etc.

• Emotional intimacy and com-

munication: Wife needs affection, 
attention, affi rmation, empathy, 
listening ear, non-judgmental ear 
and a communicator.

� Spiritual ,ntimacy� Support 
in her relationship with seeking 
God.

� (ncouragement and $ffi rma-
tion: uplift and esteem your wife 
daily – point out what you appre-
ciate about her, compliment her, 
express why and what you love 
about her – she NEEDS this.

• Companionship: friendship, 
heart to heart fellowship, creating 
new memories, planning together, 
and working together to grow as 
one with one another. 

%enefi ts of helping meet your 
wife cravings in marriage: 

• Wife is happy
• Wife reciprocates love for 

husband
• Builds trust
• Builds security
� ,mproves intimacy 
• Bonding increases
• Makes for a better sex life.
Husbands do you realize that 

you are pushing your wives away 
Zhen you refuse to fulfi ll their 
craving for attention, affection, 
affi rmation, intimacy, se[ually 
(yes, wives desire more romance, 
wooing, not the same ole – but let 
me get back on track)?

Husbands, if you have no idea 
what your wife craves from you, 
have a conversation today and 
ask her. Please do not put off this 

conversation any longer because it 
can be the difference between her 
indulging in an emotional and/or 
physical affair. Often, wives opt 
to fi nd Zhat they are missing from 
their husbands especially emo-
tionally in another man – leading 
to emotional affairs which can be-
come physical affairs. Also, when 
a wife’s needs are unmet in mar-
riage, separation and divorce are 
also unfortunate and inevitable 
solutions.

<es, , NnoZ some of you men 
are thinking, well we have crav-
ings too; of course you do. Stay 
tuned for next week’s article. But, 
right now, it is imperative that you 
ask your wife what is she craving 
from you in marriage? 

New study proposes wealth-building 
solutions for black retirees 

Was a missing mudfl ap the reason a black 
man was bitten by a K-9 police dog in Ohio?  

What is your wife craving?

At the heart of the story that Presi-
dent Biden preserved last week by 
creating our newest national monu-
ment are a mother and son, Mamie 
Till-Mobley and Emmett Till. 

That’s especially moving for me 
because so much of my understand-

ing of what the Tills endured and why their story 
remains essential today comes from my own mom’s 
experiences. 

/iNe (mmett, she Zas in her early teens in �9�� 
and growing up in West Baltimore. The ritual he was 
taking part in by traveling from Chicago to Missis-
sippi that summer was a universal one for black kids 
living in destinations of the Great Migration, one that 
still happens today. 

Despite the indignities of Jim Crow, everyone 
seemed safe when they went back to grandma’s. Em-
mett’s torture and lynching by two white men in-
censed that he whistled at a white woman exposed 
the vulnerability of blacks anywhere in South. But 
rather than cower in response to the brutal murder, 
my mom and many other young black people dove 
deeper into a lifelong struggle for civil rights. 

Mamie Till’s courage to leave open her son’s casket 
so tens of thousands of mourners in Chicago and the 
entire Zorld could see his bloated, disfi gured corpse 
galvanized that growing civil rights movement. 

, Zent to 0ississippi in my early �0s to organize 
opposition to the governor’s plan to close three his-
torically black colleges and turn their campuses into 
prisons. 1early �0 years later, , could still see the 
deep trauma in the souls of black Mississippians who 
were Emmett’s age when he died. 

One night, my dad called to ask me to leave the 
state, if only for a short time. “Your mom keeps hav-
ing the same nightmare. She hasn¶t slept for days,” 
he told me. “She keeps seeing your face on Emmett 
Till¶s beaten body.” 

The deep concern apparent in those dreams wasn’t 
irrational. The rhetorical violence of Jim Crow al-
ways accompanied the physical violence of lynch-
ings. That culture persisted. The Jackson newspaper 
Zhere , later ZorNed got shot up in drive-bys several 
times in much the same way a plaque at the place 
where Emmett’s body was pulled from the Talla-
hatchie River has been repeatedly vandalized (with 
that site now part of the national monument, those 
crimes will be a federal offense). 

At a time when we see racist rhetoric and dog 
Zhistles fi nd reneZed popularity, the Tills¶ story is 
a reminder to all of us that there’s a well-worn path 
from hateful language to violence to the murder of 
a ��-year-old boy. $s it¶s been since colonial times, 
that rhetoric exists to divide poor and working-class 
people of all races so that they can’t unify around the 
political and economic interests they all share. 

There are signs of hope, even in 0ississippi. ,n 
November, the state could elect a populist Democrat 
as its governor, unseating the Republican heir of the 
governor , opposed �0 years ago Zho revived racist 
rhetoric from that high offi ce. 

We create national parks and national monuments 
to preserve places, people and ideas that defi ne Zho 
we are as a country. Emmett Till should be alive and 
relatively anonymous in his 80s, not dead from an 
infamous attack. His mother should be remembered 
for anything other than making Americans look at 
just how cruel they can be. 

Being able to visit where Emmett’s body was re-
covered, where he was eulogized, and where an all-
white jury acquitted his killers gives us the chance 
to measure how far we’ve come and accept how far 
we’ve left to go. 

Ben Jealous is executive director of the Sierra 
Club, the nation’s largest and most infl uential grass-
roots environmental organization. He is a professor 
of practice at the University of Pennsylvania and 
author of “Never Forget Our People Were Always 
Free,” published in January.

Preserving a 
mother and 
son’s story 
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A few years 
ago, I jumped 
into my car 
early one 
morning look-
ing forward to 
another busy 

day but when I tried to start 
my car, I didn’t hear the usual 
sound of my car starting. In-
stead, what I heard was the 
eerie silence that only comes 
from a nearly dead battery. 

Unlike the past when I 
would have let something 
like that completely frustrate 
me, I simply said “Not today 
devil. I got things to do.” I 
prayed and a few seconds 
later I turned the ignition key 
again. This time the car start-
ed right up.

As I was driving, I was 
glad that the car started but I 
knew I had a choice to make: 
take my chances and walk in 
great faith that God would 

watch over me and my car or 
just be wise and take my car 
to the mechanic. For most, 
the logical answer would be 
to take my car to the garage 
so they could fi [ it. +onestly, 
I was distracted by my de-
sire to save time and money. 
+oZever, Zhat brought me 
back to reality was the vision 
of me being stranded some-
where with the broken-down 
car late at night. Wisdom won 
out and two hours and nearly 
300 dollars later my car was 
running like new.

On the one hand, I was dis-
appointed because that was 
well above what I thought I 
could afford. +oZever, as , 
wrote the check, I was hap-
py that I had the money but 
quite disappointed that I had 
to give it to a mechanic and 
not pay off a bill that I had 
planned. Even more so, I was 
confi dent that ,¶d been Zise 
to invest in my car. Ephe-
sians 5:15-16 reminds us to 

“Look carefully then how 
you walk, not as unwise but 
as wise, making the best use 
of the time, because the days 
are evil.” I left the mechanic 
thinking about how I was 
going to get the money back 
when a strategy that someone 
once shared with me about 
unplanned e[penses came to 
mind.

I quickly prayed that the 
entire amount plus interest 
would be returned to me in 
seven days. Three days later, 
I had a check in my hand that 
returned the original amount 
back into my account plus a 
little e[tra. ,t¶s funny that , 
Zent to the mechanic e[pect-
ing only to have the battery 
replaced but ended up getting 
a much-needed oil and fi lter 
change and tune up.

My visit to the mechanic 
reminded me of how we 
sometimes go to God asking 
for one thing when it’s really 
another thing that he wants to 

bless us with. We go to him 
asking for healing from an 
illness when he really wants 
to heal us from the sickness 
of unforgiveness.

Much like I dreaded pay-
ing the cost of the repairs, we 
dread having to do the work 
of getting our lives in Godly 
order but we realize in the 
end that in order for God to 
take us further into our des-
tiny we must make the neces-
sary repairs (repent) and keep 
up maintenance (stay in fel-
lowship with him).

Shewanda Riley (Aunt 
Wanda), PhD, is a Fort 
Worth-based author of “Love 
Hangover: Moving from Pain 
to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to 
the Beat of God’s Heart: A 
Book of Prayers for Writers.” 
Email preservedbypurpose@
gmail.com or Twitter @she-
wanda. You can also listen to 
her podcast at www.chocola-
teauntiepodcast.com.

Wisdom vs 
convenience

No matter how 
spiritually mature 
you become you 
will never outgrow 
temptation. When 
you conquer it on 
one front, it at-

tacks you on another. And the 
closer you get to God the more 
Satan will try to tempt you. The 
$postle 3aul e[plains it this Zay� 
“The sinful nature wants to do 
evil, which is just the opposite of 
what the spirit wants. These two 
forces are constantly fi ghting 
each other” (Galatian 5:17 NLT). 

So, Zhat¶s the ansZer" +ere 
are two ways you can overcome 
temptation: (1) Be honest about 
it. Ask yourself, “When am I 
tempted most?” Usually, we are 
most vulnerable when we are 
under stress: When we are hurt, 
angry, worried, alone, bored, 
tired, or after a big success or 
spiritual high. Learn to identify 

your patterns: “God’s people 
protect themselves by watching 
where they go” (Proverbs 16:17). 
(2) Reach for God’s help. “Call 
on me in times of trouble. I will 
rescue you” (Psalms 50:15).

So, why don’t we call on God 
more often? Because sometimes 
we just want to do what we want 
to do, right? Or we are embar-
rassed because we keep giving 
in to the same temptations. Don’t 
be discouraged; God won’t give 
up on you. +is :ord says, ³/et 
us come before God’s throne 
where we will receive grace to 
help us Zhen Ze need it,” �+e-
brews 4:16). If you have to cry 
out for God’s help every hour of 
the day, +e Zill be there for you� 
Just as the roots of a tree deepen 
when storms come, each time 
you stand up to temptation you 
become stronger.

Simeon R. Green, III, pas-
tor, First Church of God, 6517 
Walmsley Blvd., Richmond, Vir-
gina 23224.

P R E S E R V E D Don’t 
allow evil 

to conquer
 By Shewanda Riley
C ol u m n ist
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LEGAL

Advertisement for RFP

RFP 2023-16 Afterschool/Summer Academic Enrichment Programs 
and Activities

Electronic RFP proposals for the above RFP will be received by the Board 
of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 
662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time), August 09, 2023 at which time and place they will be 
publicly opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right 
to reject any and all RFPs, to waive informalities, and to withhold the ac-
ceptance of any RFP if approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date 
RFPs/ are opened.  

There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Down-
load from Central Bidding website at www.centralbidding.com for a small 
fee of $49.99 or visit JPSD website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us and down-
load.  Vendors must be registered with Central Bidding in order to elec-
tronically upload RFPs proposals at no cost. For any questions concerning 
the process, or how to register, please contact Central Bidding at 225-810-
4814.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. 
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, 
must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, 
MS 39201.

Also, until further notice, all opening will be recorded and uploaded to the 
JPSD web site at https://www.youtube.com/jpsitv for public viewing due to 
covid 19.  Vendors will not be allowed to sit in on the bid openings.

7/27/2023, 8/3/2023

LEGAL

PUBLIC NOTICE 

The City of Jackson, Mississippi is considering Amendment Number 1 to its 
2021 One-Year Action Plan and Amendment Number 1 to the 2022 One-
Year Action Plan of the Consolidated Plan by: 

Including CDBG-Limited Repair as a standalone program in the 2021 Ac-
tion Plan and the 2022 Action Plan. This will be accomplished by extracting 
a total of $750,000 of unused Limited Repair funds from the 2019 Action 
Plan ($450,000) and 2020 Action Plan ($300,000). This change will add 
$375,000 in Limited Repair Program funds to the 2021 and 2022 Action 
Plans, each. The Housing Rehabilitation project will be completely defund-
ed in the 2019 and 2020 Action Plans. 

Modifying the location description of the CDBG Funded Affordable Housing 
Project within the 2022 Action Plan. This change will replace the Deer Park 
Street location with low to moderate income areas. 

These amendments are necessary to ensure that funding is expended in a 
timely manner and provide funding for service delivery of housing rehabili-
tation programs for owner-occupied housing and related housing services 
and activities, and provide infrastructure improvements for the development 
of new houses in low to moderate-income areas in the City of Jackson.  

If anyone would like to ask questions or make comments on these pro-
posed amendments, they should email them to rjefferson@jacksonms.gov. 
The City is required to provide a 30-day comment period on all proposed 
amendments to our one-year action plans, therefore, the comment period 
will begin on Friday August 4, 2023 and comments will be accepted until 
5:00 p.m., Sunday September 3, 2023. 

At the conclusion of the public comment period, unless there are objec-
tions from the general public, this Amendment will be considered adopted, 
however, if there are any objections from the public, these objections will 
be presented to the City Council for consideration prior to the adoption of 
the Amendment. 

8/3/2023

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT  

ZONING CASE NO. 4218 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or 
in any way affected thereby, that Lemuel & Archie Tripp has fi led with the 
Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use 
Permit within a C-3 (General) Commercial District to allow for the operation 
of a community recreational facility for the property located at 3181 J R 
Lynch St (Parcel 697-520-4), in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, 
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as: 

Part of Lot 5, Jackson College Commercial Farms, more particularly de-
scribed as follows: 

Begin at intersection of the South right of way line of Lynch Street and the 
East right-of-way line of Craft Street, as both streets are now laid out and in 
use (February, 1967) and run thence easterly along said South right of way 
of Lynch Street a distance of 160.0 feet to a point; thence leaving South 
right of way turn right through an angle of 90 degrees 30 minutes and run 
southerly a distance of 124.85 feet to a point; thence turn right through an 
angle, of 89 degrees 30 minutes and run westerly a distance of 160.0 feet 
to a point on aforementioned East right-of-way of Craft Street; thence run 
northerly along said East right of way of Craft Street a distance of 124.85 
feet to the point of beginning, Said property containing 19,976 square feet 
or .46 acres, more or less. 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, 
August 23, 2023, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby 
will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be 
established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommen-
dation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made 
by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must 
be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing 
thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a 
request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, 
the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or 
auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired. 

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, 
SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND 
THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING 
VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO 
THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIRE-
MENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFER-
ENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  
TO REGISTER PRIOR TO AUGUST 16, 2023. 

WITNESS my signature this 28th day of July 2023. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

8/3/2023, 8/17/2023

LEGAL

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of 
the City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, August 22nd, 
2023, for the purchase of certain City-owned property: Parcel 824-548 
(Metro Center Dillard’s Building and Parking Lot), located at 3645 Highway 
80 West in Jackson, Mississippi. Bidding for the property will start at Three 
Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars and 00/100 cents ($350,000.00). The City 
will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and 
egress to remove same from said property. For additional information or for 
a “bid form”, contact Vic Sexton at (601) 960 1055 or e-mail vsexton@city.
jackson.ms.us.

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and 
delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson, (located in City Hall at 219 
S. President St. Jackson, Mississippi 39201), or submitted through Central 
Bidding https://www.centralauctionhouse.com/main.php. If submitted to the 
City Clerk, the outside of the envelope must be plainly marked to identify 
the parcel number being bid on, along with the bidder’s name. Enclose one 
(1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will be opened on Tuesday, 
August 22nd, 2023, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 
South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.

If there are multiple equivalent high bidders a re-bid process utilizing the 
Best and Final Offer (BAFO) between those bidders will be held to deter-
mine a winner. If multiple equivalent high bidders persist after BAFO, the 
re-bid process will be repeated, if necessary, until a sole high bidder is 
certifi ed.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

8/3/2023, 8/10/2023, 8/17/2023

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL EXCEPTION  

ZONING CASE NO. 4219 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that Kinya Godbolt has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of 
Jackson, an application requesting a Special Exception to allow for a catering 
service from the residence of the owner/operator within a R-1 (Single-Family) 
Residential District from the property located at 34 Elaine Ct. (Parcel: 212-354) 
in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more partic-
ularly described as: 

LOT THIRTY-FOUR (34) ROLLING PINES, ACCORDING TO THE MAP OR 
PLAT THEREOF ON FILE AND OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHAN-
CERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, IN PLAT 
BOOK 29 AT PAGE 30, REFERENCE TO WHICH IS HEREBY MADE. 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Pres-
ident Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, August 23, 
2023, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard 
both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon 
which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council 
of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property 
within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Adminis-
trator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or 
by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 
72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired. 

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFE-
TY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLI-
CANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECON-
FERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF 
MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING 
EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER PRIOR TO AU-
GUST 16, 2023. 

WITNESS my signature this 28th day of July 2023. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

8/3/2023, 8/17/2023

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT  

ZONING CASE NO. 4220 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or 
in any way affected thereby, that Jishnu Gosain has fi led with the Planning 
Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit within 
a C-3 (General) Commercial District to allow for the operation of a liquor 
store within a neighborhood shopping center for the property located at 
4840 Hwy. 18 W. (Parcel 831-100-2), in the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as: 

The Land referred to herein below is situated in the First Judicial District of 
Hinds County, Mississippi, and is described as follows: 

Tax Parcel Identifi cation Numbers: 831-100-2 and 830-81 

A parcel of land containing 1.3571 acres, more or less, lying and being situ-
ated in part of Lots l, 2, and 1 8 of Saunders Farm, a subdivision according 
to the map or plat thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the 
Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Play) Book 2 
at Page 107, and also in the Northeast 14 of the Southwest 14 and in the 
Northwest 14 of the Southeast !4 of Section Il, Township 5 North, Range 1 
West, First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more 
particularly described as follows: 

Commencing at the Northwest comer of the Southeast ¼ of Section 11, 
Township 5 North, Range 1 West, Hinds County, Mississippi, marked by 
a found railroad spike; thence North 90 degrees 00minutes 00 seconds 
East for a distance of 331.48 feet; thence South 00 degrees 00 minutes 
00seconds East for a distance of 175.45 feet to a right of way monument 
marking the Easterly right of way of Mississippi Highway 18, as it is now 
laid out and exists, August 20, 1996; thence South 42 degrees.30 minutes 
35 seconds West along said East right of way of Mississippi Highway 18 for 
a distance of 637.00 feet to a set ½ inch iron pin; thence South 36 degrees 
47 minutes 57 seconds West along said East right of way of Mississippi 
Highway 18 for a distance of 31.35 feet to a set ½ inch iron pin marking the 
POINT OF BEGINNING of the following described parcel; thence South 47 
degrees 12 minutes 03 seconds East for a distance of 66.82 feet to a set ‘4 
inch iron. pin; thence South 68 degrees 36 minutes 01 seconds East for a 
distance of 64.65 feet to a set ½ inch iron pin; thence North 90 degrees 00 
minutes 00 seconds East for a distance of 94.52 feet to a set ½ inch iron 
pin; thence North 42 degrees 31 minutes 43 seconds East for a distance of 
231.55 feet to a found ½ inch pin marking the Southeast (being the most 
Southerly) comer of the 

Waffl e House property; thence North 47 degrees 29 minutes 25 seconds 
West for a distance of 200.00 feet to the Southeasterly, right of way of 
said Highway 18; thence South 42 degrees 30 minutes 35 seconds West 
for a distance of 287.17 feet to a point; thence ran South 36 degrees 47 
minutes 57 seconds West for a distance of 31.35 feet to the POINT OF 
BEGINNING. 

TOGETHER WITH a non-exclusive easement ten (10) feet in width for a 
sanitary sewer line appurtenant to the conveyed property, as reserved in 
warranty deed from Brelon E. Grantham, Jr., et al, to Wal-Mart Stores, Inc., 
dated January 13, 1997, and recorded in Book 4724 at Page 596. 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, 
August 23, 2023, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby 
will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be 
established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommen-
dation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made 
by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must 
be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing 
thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a 
request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, 
the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or 
auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired. 

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, 
SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND 
THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING 
VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO 
THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIRE-
MENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFER-
ENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  
TO REGISTER PRIOR TO AUGUST 16, 2023. 

WITNESS my signature this 28th day of July 2023. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

8/3/2023, 8/17/2023

7/27/2023, 8/3/2023, 8/10/2023
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT & VARIANCE 

ZONING CASE NO. 4221 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or 
in any way affected thereby, that Andy Abrams Foundation has fi led with 
the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use 
Permit to operate a boarding home and a Variance from the number of re-
quired parking spaces for boarding homes in an R-4 (Limited Multi-family) 
Residential District on the property located at 142 Magnolia St. (Parcel 133-
29), in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more 
particularly described as: 

Lot Three (3) less a strip eight (8) feet wide off the entire North side thereof 
and Lot Four (4), less sixty (60) feet off the entire South side thereof of the F. 
C. Robertson Subdivision of a part of Lot Fifteen (15) and Sixteen (16) of the 
Smythe Survey, West Jackson, as shown by plat of record in Book A at Page 
345 of the records of the Chancery Clerk of the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County, Mississippi. Together with an undivided 1/5 interest and to a strip of 
land eight (8) feet in width off the entire North side of the said Lot three (3) of 
the said F. E. Robertson subdivision, which is the alley upon which the above 
described land abuts. 

LESS AND EXCEPT: being part of Lot Three (3) and Four (4), of the F. Rob-

ertson Subdivision as recorded in Plat Book A, at Page 345 of the Chancery 
Records of Hinds County, Mississippi and being more particularly described 
as follows: 

Beginning at the NE corner of said Lot Three (3) and run Northwesterly along 
the North Boundary of said Lot (3), seventy (70) feet to the SW corner of 
Lot One (1); run thence Southwesterly, along the Southerly projection of the 
West Boundary of Lot One (1), seventy-one (71) feet more or less to the 
South boundary of that property conveyed to Roy G. Wilson, et ux, as record-
ed in Deed Book 1894 at Page 451 of the aforesaid Chancery Records; run 
thence Southeasterly along the South boundary of the said Wilson property 
seventy (70) feet to the East boundary of aforesaid Lot Four (4); run thence 
Northerly, along the East Boundary of said Lots Three (3) and Four (4), sev-
enty-one (71) feet more or less to the point of Beginning, less and except 
eight (8) feet off the North side of the above described property for an alley. 

The above description is intended to describe the East seventy (70) feet of 
that property conveyed to Roy G. Wilson, etux as recorded in Deed Book 
1894 at Page 451 of the Chancery Clerk Records of Hinds county, Missis-
sippi 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, 
August 23, 2023, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby 
will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be 

established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommenda-
tion to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be 
fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is 
made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will 
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for 
the visually/hearing impaired. 

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, 
SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE 
APPLICANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELE-
CONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEAR-
ING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEM-
BERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY 
EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER PRI-
OR TO AUGUST 16, 2023. 

WITNESS my signature this 28th day of July 2023. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

8/3/2023, 8/17/2023

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING WITH A USE PERMIT  

ZONING CASE NO. 4222 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by 
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at 
page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any 
way affected thereby, that African Christian Fellowship USA, Inc. Jackson 
Chapter has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an appli-
cation requesting a Rezoning from I-1 (Light) Industrial District to NMU–1 
(Neighborhood) Mixed-Use District with a Use Permit to allow for remod-
eling/ reconstructing building for religious and recreational activities for the 
property located on 1638 & 1640 S. Gallatin St. (Parcels 175-101, 175-104, 
175-104-1, 175-262, 175-266, 175-290 & 175-330) in the First Judicial Dis-
trict of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as: 

Tract 1: A certain lot or parcel of land lying in the Northwest Quarter of Sec-
tion 7, Township 5 North, Range 1 East, Hinds County, Mississippi, and be-
ing more particularly described by metes and bounds as follows, to-wit: 

Beginning at an iron pipe marking the Southwest corner of Lot 18, Jackson 
College Community Farms, run thence North along the West line of said Lot 
18 327.8 feet to the Southern Right-of-way of U. S. Highway #80, run then 
South 60 degrees 30 minutes East along the Southern Right-of-way line of 
U. S. Highway #80 175 feet to the West line of Mississippi State property, 

run thence South 1 degree 45 minutes West along the West line of the afore-
mentioned State property 248.7 feet to the North line of Lynch Street, run 
thence North 88 degrees West along the North line of Lynch Street 153 feet 
to the point of beginning. 

Tract 2: Beginning at the Northeast Corner of that parcel of land now owned 
by the grantee as described in Hinds County Deed Record Book 976, page 
294, said Corner being a point on the Southern right-of-way line of U. S. 
Highway #80, run thence South 60 degrees 30 feet East, parallel with and 
100 feet from the center line of U. S. Highway No. 80, a distance of 233 feet, 
more or less, to a point 35 feet Westerly from the center line of present Lynch 
Street or North McRaven Road; run thence Southwesterly, parallel with and 
35 feet from the center line of said street or road, 250 feet, more or less, to 
grantees present East property line; run thence North on said property line, 
235 feet, more or less, to the point of beginning, containing 0.675 of an acre, 
more or less, and being situated in the Northwest quarter of section 7, Town-
ship 5 North, Range 1 East, Hinds County, Mississippi. 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, 
August 23, 2023, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby 
will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be 
established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommenda-
tion to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 

any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be 
fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is 
made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will 
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for 
the visually/hearing impaired. 

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, 
SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE 
APPLICANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELE-
CONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEAR-
ING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEM-
BERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY 
EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER PRI-
OR TO AUGUST 16, 2023. 

WITNESS my signature this 28th day of July 2023. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

8/3/2023, 8/17/2023
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Advertisement

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)

FOR Emergency Ambulance Services with Advanced Life Support and 
Basic Life Support Capabilities

The City of Jackson �City� is requesting proposals from qualifi ed Service Pro-
viders to provide emergency ambulance services with advanced life support 
(ALS) and basic life support (BLS) transport within the City. Said services are 
to be operated twenty-four (24) hours per day, each day of the calendar year. 
The successful Proposer, after contract negotiations, will be granted an ex-
clusive contract to provide emergency ambulance services with ALS and BLS 
transport within the City, as well as non-emergency patient transport/transfer 
services, for an initial term of four (4) years, with the option to extend the 
contract for an additional four (4) year term. The award of a contract for this 
proposal is subject to the availability of funding.

It is the City’s intent to evaluate properly submitted proposals based on techni-
cal merits, management plans, and service providers’ in-person presentations, 
which will include a discussion of minority participation in said ambulance ser-
vices. The City intends to choose the Service Provider whose proposal pro-
vides the best overall value to the City. Responding Service Providers shall be 
able to meet the City’s demand for quick and safe responses to all emergency 
calls and must be able to constantly meet strict response time requirements. 

Responding Service Providers understand that the City will need to spend, at 
a minimum, in order to qualify for grants from the State’s Emergency Medical 
Services¶ Operating Fund �(0SOF�, fi fteen cents ��0.15� per capita based on 
the population computed from the most current federal census, which equates 
to: Twenty-Three Thousand Fifty-Five Dollars and Fifteen Cents ��23,055.15� 
��0.15 x 153,701   �23,055.15�.

The City reserves the right to waive any irregularities, reject any and/or all 
proposals, in whole or in part, when, in the City’s opinion, such rejection is in 
the best interests of the City.

For more detailed information, please review the City’s RFP that is the subject 
of this advertisement.

Selection of the Service Provider for Contract negotiation will be based on an 

evaluation of the following criteria:
1. Technical Proposal: (50%)
2. Management Plan (which includes prior experience, performance 
history, references, and the like): (40%)
3. Service Provider’s Presentation (which will include discussions of 
minority participation in Service Provider’s ambulance services): (10%)

The City is committed to cultivating and ensuring the quality of life of its cit-
izens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance. 
The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business 
within the City, as well as those who seek to contract with the City on various 
projects and/or conduct business in the City to assist the City in achieving 
its goal by strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities.
The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all bidders that in compliance with Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 
all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this 
invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, 
national origin, sex, or disability in consideration for an award.

Responding Service Providers shall provide:

1) one (1) electronic and (1) bound hard copy of the complete original 
(non-redacted) version of the proposal including all attachments in a search-
able 0icrosoft Offi ce� format, preferably in Word� or Portable Document For-
mat �PDF�� labeled accordingly.

Section components must be clearly distinguished as follows:

a. COVER LETTER Transmittal Form Sheet (Attachment A)
b. COMPONENT 1 – Technical Proposal
c. COMPONENT 2 – Management Plan
d. SUPPLEMENTARY DOCUMENTS

2� If the proposal contains confi dential or trade information, one �1� ad-
ditional confi dential or trade electronic copy of the complete proposal including 
all attachments shall be submitted in a searchable 0icrosoft Offi ce� format, 
preferably in Word� or Portable Document Format �PDF�, shall be labeled 
CONFID(NTIAL, and shall redact the confi dential or trade information only.

All Service Provider responses shall be submitted in a sealed envelope or 
box. The exterior of the sealed envelope or box shall be clearly labelled “Am-

bulance Services’ Proposal” and include the Proposer’s business name. The 
original and copies of the proposals shall be indexed with tabs as requested in 
Section 2.13 - Proposal Contents. 

Electronic proposals MUST be submitted at www.centralbidding.com.  For any 
questions relating to the electronic bidding process, please call Central Bid-
ding at 225-810-4814.

All proposals (both electronic and physical hard copies) MUST be received 
no later than 3:30 p.m. Central Daylight Time, on September 12, 2023.  All 
physical hard copies shall be submitted to the attention of:

If by hand delivery: 
City of Jackson
Offi ce of the 0unicipal Clerk
219 South President Street
Jackson, Mississippi 39201

If by mail:
City of Jackson
Offi ce of the 0unicipal Clerk
Post Offi ce Box 17
Jackson, MS  39205-0017

Specifi cations for this proposal are available for inspection at the Offi ce of 
the Municipal Clerk, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. 
Specifi cations are also available for download through Central Bidding online 
at www.centralbidding.com and at the City of Jackson website, www.jacks-
onms.gov/bid-opportunities/. Hard copies are available upon request from the 
City of Jackson Fire Department Headquarters, 555 South West Street, Jack-
son, Mississippi 39201.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and to waive any 
informalities or irregularities therein.

Willie G. Owens 
Willie G. Owens, City Fire Chief 
Jackson Fire Department

8/3/2023, 8/10/2023

8/3/2023, 8/10/2023, 8/17/2023
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NEWSPAPER FOR SALE: Owner retir-
ing. Small weekly newspaper and com-
panion shopper in a beautiful region of
Mississippi. Serious inquiries only.
Contact Layne Bruce,
lbruce@mspress.org.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
today with a GENERAC Home Standby
Generator. $0 Money Down plus low
monthly payment options. Request a FREE
QUOTE - Call now before the next power
outage: 1-844-316-8630
TROUBLE HEARING YOUR TV? Try
TV EARS - Voice Clarifying Wireless TV
Speaker. Better than a soundbar and/or
turning the TV volume way up. Special,
limited time $50 off offer. Call TV Ears.
Use code MBSP50. Call 1-833-994-0778

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase. Plus 10% Senior
and Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-
1028
SAFE STEP. North America ís #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and
service. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financing available.
Call Safe Step 1-855-532-0066

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
www.dental50plus.com/mspress #6258

FREE AUTO INSURANCE QUOTES for
uninsured and insured drivers. Let us
show you how much you can save! Call
833-396-2834

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

ARE YOU A PET OWNER? Do you want
to get up to 100% back on Vet Bills?
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company
has pet coverage that can help! Call 1-
855-516-3653 to get a free quote or visit
insurebarkmeow.com/msp

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS
HOME INTERNET with EarthLink. Enjoy
speeds from 5G and 4G LTE networks, no
contracts, easy installation, and data
plans up to 300 GB. Call 866-831-4021
DISH NETWORK. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch
and Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143
FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET for those
that qualify. Government program for
recipients of select programs incl.
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance,
WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet service.
Bonus offer: Android tablet FREE with
one-time $20 copay. Free shipping &
handling. Call Maxsip Telecom today! 1-
855-215-7081

SWITCH AND SAVE UP TO
$250/year on your talk, text and data.
No contract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text with flexible data
plans. Premium nationwide coverage.
100% U.S. based customer service. For
more information, call 1-844-954-451

MY CARING PLAN has helped thou-
sands of families find senior living. Our
trusted, local advisors help find solutions
to your unique needs at no cost to you.
Call 855-552-4204

Week of July 30, 2023

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

I n s u r a n c e

F o r S a l e

H o m e I m p r o v e m e n t

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

P e t s / L i v e s t o c k

B u s i n e s s n O p p

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

I n s u r a n c e

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE

In 95 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$230
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3 118  Liv ing st o n R o a d
CASH & CARRY
C a pit o l St r eet   a nd Mo num ent  St r eet
CITY HALL
219  S Pr esident  St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
26 5 9  Liv ing st o n R o a d
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 9 5 7 N o r t hv iew D r  ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
203 0 N  Siwell R d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
43 3 1 H ig hwa y 8 0W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5 9 9 0 Medg a r  E v er s B lv d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 C a pit o l St  ( D o wnt o wn J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 04 B r ia r wo o d D r
DOLLAR GENERAL 
28 5 5  Mc D o well R d
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Ter r y R d
J & A FUEL STORES
3 249  Medg a r  E v er s  B lv d.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
23 25  Liv ing st o n R d.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
N o r t hside D r iv e
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
6 5 3  D uling  A v enue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
J a c kso n Medic a l Ma ll 
3 5 0 W  W o o dr o w W ilso n A v enue
SHELL FOOD MART
5 49 2 W a t kins D r iv e

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6 3 9 4 R idg ewo o d R d ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Ter r y R d ( So ut h J a c kso n)
WALGREENS 
3 8 0 W .  W o o dr o w W ilso n A v e

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - &anton, MS
B & B
702 :est 1orth Street - &anton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 1orth Liberty - &anton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
&hurch Street - &anton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - &anton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther .ing Drive - &anton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - &anton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 &hurch Street - &anton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 :est Fulton Street - &anton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - &anton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - &anton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 :estside Drive - &anton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125  Swing ing  B r idg e  D r .
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5 777 Ter r y R o a d
CITY HALL
Ter r y  R o a d

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - &linton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
a t  E x it  78
CITY HALL 
W est   C unning ha m   A v enue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
5 05  E .  Ma in St r eet
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port *ibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 (. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 :. &ourt Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 &ourtyard STuare, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi H wy 18
PITT STOP 
101 H wy 18  &  27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-855-532-0066

PLUS 1600 OFFPLUS PLUS PLUS PLUS PLUS 1600 OFF1600 OFF1600 OFF1600 OFF1600 OFF1600 OFF1600 OFF1600 OFF

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-855-532-0066

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-855-532-0066

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

PASS
3.792 x 4

48 Web
3.556 x 4

46 Web
3.33 x 4

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku Solution

© Feature Exchange
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Hinds County School District Weekly Update

HINDS COUNTY 
ADMINSTRATOR’S RETREAT

Dr. Robert Sanders hosted an 
Administrator’s Retreat at Hinds 
Community College Eagle Ridge 
Conference Center & Resort to connect and 
inform his administrators in preparation for 
the 2023-2024 school year.

E N G A G I N G - E MPO W E R I N G - E N SUR I N G - E X C E LLE N C E

www.themississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 7BAUGUST 3 - 9, 2023



8B •  THE MISSISSIPPI LINK  www.themississippilink.comAUGUST 3 - 9, 2023




