
Ninety-fi ve years ago, 
Willie Christine King was 
the fi rst born of her parents, 
the Reverend Martin Lu-
ther King Sr. and Alberta 
Christine Williams King in 
Atlanta, GA. Like many old-
est children, she watched 
over her two siblings, Mar-
tin Luther (born January 15, 
1929) and Alfred Daniel (A. 
D.), born July 30, 1930. She 
continued her love for them 
throughout their lives. 

It was on Auburn Avenue 
in the King home where 
Christine’s formative years 
were in large part shaped. 
Her grandfather, father and 
brothers served as pastors at 
the Historic Ebenezer Bap-
tist Church which also – in 
large measure – impacted her 
for life. During the course 
of time, Christine became 
the longest-serving member 
at Ebenezer. Her steward-
ship enabled her to serve as 
a trustee, soloist and leader.

At the age of 16, Christine 
followed the path of trail-
blazers in her family by en-
rolling in Spelman College. 
Her mother, grandmother 
and great-aunt had made 
Spelman their alma mater. 
In 1948 she graduated from 
Spelman, having earned a 
bachelor’s degree in eco-
nomics.

The scholar was denied 
admission to the University 
of Georgia because she was 
black. She later persisted in 
her educational endeavor and 
attended New York’s Colum-
bia University, where she 
earned two master’s degrees 
in education. 

In her continued pursuit 
of excellence, Christine held 
her fi rst teaching position 
at Atlanta’s W. H. Crog-
man Elementary School. 
Ten years later she was em-
ployed as a Spelman educa-

tor and directed the Learn-
ing Resources Center until 
she retired in 2014. These 
dual roles afforded her op-
portunities to infl uence many 
students throughout their 
matriculation at the college. 
The educator-leader main-
tained lifelong relationships 
with former students and col-
leagues.

On August 16, 1960, 
Christine married Isaac 
Newton Farris Sr. Within this 
union two children – Isaac 
Newton Ferris Jr. and Angela 
Farris Watkins – were born. 
Isaac, an entrepreneur, was a 
member of Ebenezer Baptist 
Church for 60 years. Chris-
tine and Isaac experienced 
57 years of matrimony until 
his death in 2017. 

Throughout the years, Far-
ris supported the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. not 
only in his personal life, but 
also in the political arena. 
She joined him in the 1965 
March for Voting Rights in 
Alabama and the 1966 March 
Against Fear in Mississippi. 
In search for equality, Far-
ris was among hundreds of 
thousands of people in the 
history-making March into 
Washington, D. C.

In 1968 Rev. Dr. King was 
assassinated by James Earl 
Ray, a segregationist. Farris 
then teamed up with King’s 
widow – Coretta Scott 
King – as a founding board 
member of the King Center 
for Nonviolent and Social 
Change. Farris served as vice 
president and treasurer of the 
nonprofi t organization. Isaac, 
her spouse, was project man-
ager for the construction of 
the center. The center con-
ducts educational programs 
and promotes research about 
Rev. Dr. King. 

“I think of the things that 
I’ve faced in my life, and 

Our annual Happy Birthday 
to America has now passed – 
247 candles are now blown out. 
A majority of the country is 
back to work after celebrations 
galore; backyard grilling, time 
with family and friends, con-
certs, parades, fi reworks dis-
plays – most infused with pa-
triotism in the land of the free, 
the home of the brave. No ex-
pense is spared for this holiday, 
a respite from the day-to-day 
grind, and in close proximity 
to summer having kicked into 
full gear.

From small towns to large 
cities all across the land, the 
celebrations take many forms. 
Many times, over the years, 
I made the four-hour drive to 
the U.S. Capitol from Norfolk/
Portsmouth Virginia to sit on 
the west lawn of the Capitol 
Building to enjoy the annual 
birthday party concert – A 
Capitol Fourth. Hundreds upon 
hundreds of people are drawn 
there to celebrate our nation’s 
birthday. The gathering in-

The Black Press is the unfail-
ing and faithful voice of Black 
America, then and now.

According to !"#$#%&%#%'(%)
("*, credo is a noun and is de-
fi ned as a set of principles of be-
lief; any creed or formula of be-
lief. Its synonyms are doctrine, 
tenet and philosophy.

The credo of The Black Press 
reads: “The Black Press be-
lieves that America can best 
lead the world away from racial 
and national antagonisms when 
it accords to every person, re-
gardless of race, color or creed, 
full human and legal rights. 
Hating no person, the Black 
Press strives to help every per-
son in the fi rm belief that all are 
hurt as long as anyone is held 
back,” per !!!)''+,)"#-.

“The National Newspaper 
Publishers Association (NNPA) 
is a trade association of the more 
than 200 African-American-
owned community newspapers 
from around the United States. 
Since its founding 79 years ago, 
NNPA has consistently been the 
voice of the black community 
and an incubator for news that 
makes history and impacts our 
country,” per their website.

Earlier this year in February 
at the annual White House Cor-
respondents Dinner, as Presi-
dent Biden started to wrap-up 
his remarks, he said, “Let me 
end on a serious note…during 
Black History Month this year I 
hosted a screening of the movie 
Till. The story of Emmett Till 
and his mother is a story of a 
family’s promise and loss, and 
a nation’s reckoning with hate, 

violence and abuse of power.  
It was a story that was seared 
into the nation’s conscience 
when Mrs. Till insisted that an 
open casket for her murdered 
and maimed 14-year-old son 
be the means by which he was 
transported. She said let the 
people see what I have seen. 
The reason that the world saw 
what she saw was because of 
another hero in this story – The 
Black Press. JET Magazine, 
The Chicago Defender, black 
radio and newspapers, who 
were unfl inching and brave in 
making sure America saw what 
she saw,” garnering a standing 
ovation.

The Black Press traces 
its roots to 1827 when the 
fi rst black-owned and oper-
ated newspaper in the United 
States, .#%%$"*/012"3#',4, was 

launched as a weekly in New 
York City. This milestone was 
achieved against a backdrop of 
slavery ending in New York. 
They had a gradual emancipa-
tion law in 1799, and in 1817 
another law that ensured eman-
cipation for all others enslaved. 
The last slave was freed in New 
York on July 4, 1827, just a few 
months after the launch of .#%%5
$"*/012"3#',4.

As depicted in the documen-
tary, The Black Press: Soldiers 
Without Swords, directed and 
produced by Stanley Nelson 
in 1999, “We didn’t exist in 
other papers. We were neither 
born, we didn’t get married, we 
didn’t die, we didn’t fi ght in any 
wars, we never participated in 
any scientifi c achievement. We 
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(%*')0%'!0%),%$'%B#)"6G

In white majority, at least for now, America – the 
"-.-*8' :0%),5-*8' 0%)"-,+' 34' 0)!-)"' %B#)"-,+' !3*,-*/
#%&' ,3' :%' )*' -$%)1' )*' )&2-0),-3*' ),' :%&,6' P0380%&&'
5)&':%%*'&#:&,)*,-)"'-*',5%'")&,'VXR'+%)0&'&-*!%',5%'
):3"-&5(%*,' 34' &").%0+1' )*$' "-.%&' 5).%' !%0,)-*"+'
:%%*' -(203.%$' 430' ()*+' ;(%0-!)*&1' :#,' *3,' 430'
)""';(%0-!)*&6'F%0%' -*';(%0-!)1' $%&2-,%' ,5%' :%&,'
-*,%*,-3*&'34'()*+1',5%0%'-&')'&+&,%(-!'83.%0*30'-*/
stalled. Yes, that type of governor. Merriam-Web/
ster.com listed it as definition “4a: an attachment to 
)'()!5-*%'[&#!5')&')'8)&3"-*%'%*8-*%\'430')#,3(),-!'
!3*,03"'30'"-(-,),-3*'34'&2%%$6G'P0380%&&'-&')""39%$1'
:#,'9-,5'"-(-,&'@'#*"%&&'+3#')0%'-*',5%'()H30-,+1'#*/
"%&&'+3#')0%'O#032%)*';(%0-!)*6
E3#-&' A%*)*$1' 903,%' )*' )0,-!"%' 430' 0.12 31+2

4%&51& on January 28, 2019, entitled: The Supreme 
Court Case That Enshrined White Supremacy in 
E)9'@'F39'P"%&&+'.6'W%08#&3*'&5)2%$',5%'5-&,30+'
of racial discrimination in America. In the print 
edition, the article was called: In the Eye of the 
Law. He concludes saying this: “After 1900, the 
K3#,5'5)$']-('C0391')'"%8)"'0%8-(%'34'&%2)0),-&(1'
:#,' ,5%' 0%&,'34' ,5%'!3#*,0+'5)$'85%,,3&1' 0%$"-*-*81'
8%00+()*$%0-*81'B#3,)')*$'%=!"#&-3*'&+&,%(&1')*$'
the artifice of the local school district. De-facto dis/
!0-(-*),-3*'@'9%'*39'!)""'-,'Z-*&,-,#,-3*)"'0)!-&(G'
30'Z&,0#!,#0)"'0)!-&(G'@'-&'(#!5'5)0$%0',3')$$0%&&6'
It requires more of people than just striking down 
)'")96G
;*$',5%0%'-,'-&1',5%'(-&&-*8'%"%(%*,'@'-*,%*,-3*)"'

embrace of “all men are created equal.” We lack 
-,'-*'3#0'-*&,-,#,-3*&1')*$'9%'")!<'-,'-*')'")08%'230/
,-3*'34'3#0'232#"),-3*6']#&,'-*',5%'")&,'9%%<'9%'5).%'
&%%*' -,' !"%)0"+' %(2"3+%$' +%,' )8)-*' -*' ,5%' 5-85%&,'
court in the land. If we are to be honest, in Amer/
-!)',5%0%')0%' ,93'930$&',5),'&53#"$'*%.%0':%'#&%$'
,38%,5%01':%!)#&%',5%+'%(:3$+')'2%*%,0),-*8')*,-/
,0#,5'@'0%.%0&%'$-&!0-(-*),-3*6'I%&2-,%':%-*8'34,%*'
0%4%00%$',3')&',5%'80%),%&,'*),-3*1'9%)",5-%&,'*),-3*1'
)*$'(3&,' 0%&3#0!%4#"'*),-3*'3*'%)0,5'@';(%0-!)>&'
30-8-*)"'&-*')(:"%&'3*9)0$6

As a nation, we don’t have enough remorse. We 
5).%'*%.%0'0%2%*,%$1')*$'-,':%!3(%&'#*"-<%"+' ,5),'
9%'9-""'9-,5'%)!5'2)&&-*8'+%)01'%.%*')&' ,5%'95-,%'
()H30-,+'&"39"+':#,'&,%)$-"+'$%!"-*%&6'F)22+'?-0,5/
$)+';(%0-!)6

sometimes I question how I’m still here. I’m the 
"3*%'&#0.-.30'-*'(+'4)(-"+1G'&,),%$'W)00-&'$#0-*8'
)'^SSR'CYY'-*,%0.-%96
A#",-2"%',0)8%$-%&'9-,5-*'5%0'4)(-"+'-(2)!,%$'

W)00-&6';2)0,'403('D%.6'I06'M-*8>&')&&)&&-*),-3*1'
;6' I6' $039*%$' -*' 5-&' &9-((-*8' 233"6' A3,5%0'
;":%0,)' M-*8' 9)&' )&&)&&-*),%$' $#0-*8' )' V_`T'
!5#0!5'&%0.-!%6
I%&2-,%' ,5%&%' ,0)8%$-%&1' W)00-&' 5)$' ,5%' 2%0&%/

verance to move forward. In 2003 she published 
)'(%(3-0'3*'5%0'!5-"$533$')*$',5%'&-:"-*8&>'#2/
:0-*8-*8' -*' ,5%'V_^S&'%*,-,"%$'A+'?03,5%0'A)0/
tin: A Sister Remembers Growing up with the 
D%.6'I06'A)0,-*'E#,5%0'M-*8' ]06'75-&' :33<' )*$'
A)0!5' a*' 9%0%' -*&2-0-*8' ,33"&6' 75%' )#,530>&'
2009 autobiography, Through It All: Reflection 
3*'A+'E-4%1'A+'W)(-"+1'A+'W)-,5'@')""39%$'5%0'
,3' 2#""' ,5%' 2-%!%&' 34' 5%0' "-4%' ,38%,5%0' 0%8)0$-*8'

,5%'"%8)!+'34'5%0'4)(-"+6'?%+3*$'5%0'2#:"-!),-3*&1'
she was part of a delegation to Washington for a 
!%0%(3*+'95%*'D%.6'I06'M-*8>&'(3*#(%*,'9)&'
erected on the National Mall in 2011. In 2017 she 
9)&'20%&%*,'430',5%'#*.%-"-*8'34',5%'"3*8/)9)-,%$'
&,),#%'34'5%0':03,5%0'),',5%'&,),%'C)2-,3"6
;(3*8'!3*$3"%*!%&')0%',5%'43""39-*86
“We are deeply saddened to learn of the pass/

-*8'34'I06'C50-&,-*%'M-*8'W)00-&1'C>TR1'K2%"()*'

P034%&&30'O(%0-,)')*$'&-&,%0'34',5%'"),%'I06'A)0,-*'
Luther King, Jr. We will continue to celebrate her 
-(2)!,4#"' "%8)!+'3*'8%*%0),-3*&'34'K2%"()*-,%&'
)*$' %=,%*$' !3*$3"%*!%&' ,3' 5%0' 4)(-"+6G' [F%"%*'
J)+"%1'A6I61'APF1'P0%&-$%*,'34'K2%"()*\6
Z75%'M-*8'C%*,%0'(3#0*&',5%'"3&&'34'I06'C50-&/

tine King Farris…We join the people of goodwill 
)*$'930"$9-$%'-*'!%"%:0),-*8',5%'"-4%'34'3#0'&%0/
.)*,'"%)$%06G

9%0%',0#"+'-*.-&-:"%1'#*"%&&'9%'!3((-,,%$')'!0-(%6'
?#,' -*' 75%' ?")!<' P0%&&' 9%' $-$' 8%,' ()00-%$1' ,5%+'
&539%$'#&'3#0':):-%&1' ,5%+'&539%$'#&'80)$#),-*81'
,5%+'&539%$'3#0'P56I6&6'P#:"-!'%=20%&&-3*'9)&'3*%'
34' ,5%' 3*"+' 9%)23*&' ,5),' 9%' 5)$1G' 2%0' 0%*39*%$'
H3#0*)"-&,1'b%0*3*'])00%,,6G'
75%'?")!<'P0%&&' -&' )' 20%&&' 34' )$.3!)!+6'I#%' ,3'

")!<'34')$.3!)!+'430',5%':")!<'.3-!%'-*'3,5%0'*%9&'
308)*-c),-3*&1' 75%' ?")!<' P0%&&' 0%230,&' ,5%' *%9&1'
:#,'$3%&'&3'9-,5' ,5%'$%"-:%0),%'&")*,' ,3'%*&#0%' ,5%'
black community is seen and heard. With cameras 
)*$' 2%*&1' 75%' ?")!<' P0%&&' :%!)(%' &3"$-%0&' 9-,5/
out swords, hence the name of the documentary. It 
!)*':%'.-%9%$'3*'()*+'2"),430(&1'-*!"#$-*8'.$$6#788
+++('%9$9:1()%*8+;$).<=>?%@A=&B0'AC6
?-83,0+1'$-&!0-(-*),-3*1'5),0%$1'0)!-&(')*$'"+*!5/

-*8&'9%0%'&539!)&%$'-*'75%'?")!<'P0%&&1'95%*',+2/
-!)""+1'*3*/:")!<'*%9&2)2%0'93#"$'-8*30%',5%'&#:/
H%!,&6'75-&'9)&',0#%'),'-,&'-*!%2,-3*1')*$'-,'0%()-*&'
,0#%',3',5-&'$)+6'75%'?")!<'P0%&&'-&'#*9).%0-*81'0%/
"%*,"%&&1')*$'()<%&'*3')23"38-%&6'75%',0#,5'9-""':%'
told, and it will reflect the truth of Black America. 
It’s in the credo, you see. Not negotiable.
E)&,'9%%<1',5%'YYP;'5%"$'-,&')**#)"'!3*.%*,-3*'

-*'Y)&5.-""%1'7Y61' )*$' ,5-&' +%)0>&' ,5%(%'9)&'75%'
?")!<'P0%&&'@';(2"-4+-*8'P0380%&&1'O=!%""%*!%')*$'
b3-!%&' 34' ?")!<';(%0-!)6'A%%,-*8&1' 2)*%"&1' %"%!/
tion of officers, and presentation of awards filled the 
43#0/$)+'%.%*,'9-,5' ,5-0,+/&-=' &2%)<%0&' -*' )""6'75%'
!3*.%*,-3*' &!5%$#"%1' "-&,' 34' &2%)<%0&1' 2%0430(%0&'
)*$' ,5%')!,#)"'20%&%*,),-3*&' ,5%(&%".%&'!)*')""':%'
.-%9%$'),'.$$6#788+++(DD6;E1=1D$#()%*6

The election of officers for NNPA are held every 
,93'+%)0&')*$')4,%0'M)0%*'C)0,%0'D-!5)0$&1'2#:"-&5/
%0' 34' ,5%'!%9#$%D2F%&+;&-20"*1#1' !3(2"%,%$' ,93'
^/+%)0',%0(&')&'!5)-0()*1',5%'308)*-c),-3*'*39'5)&'
)'*%9'!5)-0()*1'?3::+'D6'F%*0+1'2#:"-&5%0'34',5%'
?1#$#"-12G;H1$$11'W30,'E)#$%0$)"%1'W")6'

Other elected officers include:
V&,'b-!%'C5)-0'@'I06'W0)*!%&'I0)2%01'2#:"-&5%0'34'

0.12IJ&%EI*1&");, Baltimore/Washington;
^*$'b-!%'C5)-0' @' ])!<-%'F)(2,3*1' 2#:"-&5%0' 34'

0.12K"##"##"66"2L"D51'])!<&3*1'AKL
K%!0%,)0+'@'W0)*'W)00%01'2#:"-&5%0'34'0.12M%9D$'2

31+#1'C5)0"3,,%1'YCL
70%)&#0%0'@'C5%0+"'K(-,51'2#:"-&5%0'34'0.1201N;#2

K1$&%231+# and CEO of IMessenger Media;
;,/E)08%' ?3)0$' A%(:%0&' %"%!,%$' 9%0%' I%*-&%'

D3")0<' ?)0*%&1' 2#:"-&5%0' 34' 0.12 ?;#."D/$%D2 ODE
J%&*1&, and Walter L. White of 0.12M"D)"DD;$"2!1&E
;,-6

0.12K"##"##"66"2L"D5'*%9&2)2%0'P#:"-&5%01'])!<-%'
F)(2,3*1'5)&'&%0.%$'430',5%'2)&,'43#0'+%)0&')&',5%'
*),-3*)"' &%!0%,)0+' 430'YYP;6';&' 3:&%0.%$':+' ,5-&'
90-,%01'5%0'!3((-,(%*,',3',5-&'23&-,-3*'!)*'3*"+':%'
(),!5%$':+'5%0'!3((-,(%*,',3'0.12K"##"##"66"2L"D5'
newspaper. It’s in the credo, you see. We know all 
34'3#0'0%)$%0&1'&#:&!0-:%0&1')$.%0,-&%0&')*$'!3*,%*,'
!3*,0-:#,30&' H3-*' -*' ,5)*<-*8' ])!<-%' F)(2,3*' 430'
5%0'&,%)$4)&,'&%0.-!%')&'*),-3*)"'&%!0%,)0+')*$'9-&5'
5%0'!3*,-*#%$'&#!!%&&'$#0-*8'5%0',%0(')&'YYP;'^*$'
.-!%'!5)-06'?%-*8')'2)0,'34'75%'?")!<'P0%&&'-&')'&2%/
!-)"'0%&23*&-:-"-,+1')'$)#*,-*8'0%&23*&-:-"-,+',5),'5)&'
:%%*'!5%0-&5%$'430'V_U'+%)0&')*$'!3#*,-*86

75%' d*-,%$' K,),%&' K#20%(%' C3#0,' 5)&'
&%*,'&53!<9).%&',503#85',5%'*),-3*>&'%$#/
!),-3*'&+&,%(':+'$%2)0,-*8'403('$%!)$%&'
34' 20%!%$%*,' ,5),' 5).%' 43&,%0%$' $-.%0&-,+'
)*$' -*!"#&-.-,+' -*' !3""%8%&' )*$' #*-.%0&-/
,-%&6'75%'0#"-*8'5)&'-8*-,%$'!3*!%0*&'):3#,'
,5%'4#,#0%'34'!0%),-*8'.-:0)*,'"%)0*-*8'%*/
.-03*(%*,&'95%0%'&,#$%*,&'!)*'8039')*$'
"%)0*' 403('3*%' )*3,5%06' P0%&-$%*,'?-$%*1'
)' .3!)"' )$.3!),%' 430' %B#)"' 32230,#*-,+'
-*' %$#!),-3*1' %=20%&&%$' 5-&' $-&)223-*,/
(%*,'9-,5' ,5%'K#20%(%'C3#0,>&'$%!-&-3*6'
F%'%(25)&-c%$',5),'95-"%',)"%*,')*$'5)0$'
930<' )0%' ):#*$)*,' )!03&&' ,5%' !3#*,0+1'
%B#)"'32230,#*-,+'0%()-*&'%"#&-.%6
75%' P0%&-$%*,' #08%$' ,5),' ,5-&' $%!-&-3*'

not be the final say in the matter and called 
3*'!3""%8%&')*$'#*-.%0&-,-%&',3'"%)$'-*'%=/
2)*$-*8')!!%&&' ,3'%$#!),-3*)"'32230,#*-/
,-%&'430')""'&,#$%*,&6'F%'5-85"-85,%$'$-.%0/
&-,+>&' &,0%*8,5' ,3' %$#!),-3*)"' -*&,-,#,-3*&'
)*$',5%'%*,-0%'*),-3*6
P0%&-$%*,'?-$%*'%(25)&-c%$' ,5),'95%*'

!3""%8%&' )*$' #*-.%0&-,-%&' %(:0)!%' 0)!-)"'
$-.%0&-,+1',5%+',)2'-*,3',5%'4#""'0)*8%'34',)"/
%*,' 20%&%*,' -*' ,5%' !3#*,0+6'75%' 20%&-$%*,'
#08%$' -*&,-,#,-3*&' 34' 5-85%0' "%)0*-*8' ,3'
!3*&-$%0',5%')$.%0&-,-%&',5),'&,#$%*,&'5).%'
overcome, including financial struggles, 
#2:0-*8-*81' 5-85' &!533"' ),,%*$)*!%1' )*$'
2%0&3*)"' %=2%0-%*!%&' 34' 5)0$&5-2' 30' $-&/
!0-(-*),-3*1' -*!"#$-*8' 0)!-)"' $-&!0-(-*)/
,-3*6'
?+'!3*&-$%0-*8',5%&%'4)!,30&'$#0-*8',5%'

)$(-&&-3*&'203!%&&1'!3""%8%&')*$'#*-.%0&-/
,-%&'!)*'0%!38*-c%')*$'.)"#%',5%'0%&-"-%*!%'
)*$'$%,%0(-*),-3*'&539*':+')&2-0-*8'&,#/
$%*,&'-*',5%'4)!%'34'!5)""%*8%&6'73'&#2230,'
!3""%8%&')*$'#*-.%0&-,-%&'-*',5-&'2#0&#-,1',5%'
?-$%*/F)00-&';$(-*-&,0),-3*'5)&'2"%$8%$'
,3' !")0-4+' )$(-&&-3*&' 20)!,-!%&' )*$' )$$-/
,-3*)"'20380)(&'9-,5-*' ,5%'*%=,'TX'$)+&6'
75-&' 8#-$)*!%' 9-""' 5%"2' -*&,-,#,-3*&' 20%/
2)0%'430',5%'#2!3(-*8')22"-!),-3*'!+!"%6
75%' )$(-*-&,0),-3*' )"&3' 2")*&' ,3' !3*/

.%*%' )' Y),-3*)"' K#((-,' 3*' O$#!),-3*)"'
a2230,#*-,+' )*$' 0%"%)&%' )' 0%230,' 3#,"-*/
-*8'&,0),%8-%&',3'-*!0%)&%'$-.%0&-,+')*$'%=/
2)*$'%$#!),-3*)"'32230,#*-,-%&6'70)*&2)0/
%*!+'-*'!3""%8%')$(-&&-3*&')*$'%*03""(%*,'
20)!,-!%&'9-""':%'203(3,%$1')*$'&,),%&'9-""'
0%!%-.%')&&-&,)*!%'-*')*)"+c-*8'$),)',3'%*/
5)*!%')!!%&&',3'%$#!),-3*'430'#*$%0&%0.%$'
!3((#*-,-%&6
75%&%'(%)&#0%&':#-"$'#23*' ,5%'?-$%*/

F)00-&';$(-*-&,0),-3*>&'3*83-*8'%4430,&',3'
%*&#0%'%B#)"')!!%&&',3'5-85%0'%$#!),-3*6

Previous accomplishments include:

e' K%!#0-*8' 5-&,30-!' -*!0%)&%&' -*' P%""'
J0)*,&6
e'P0-30-,-c-*8'!3""%8%'!3(2"%,-3*6
e'K#2230,-*8'5-&,30-!)""+'?")!<'!3""%8%&'

)*$'#*-.%0&-,-%&'[F?Cd&\1'70-:)"'!3""%8%&1'
)*$' (-*30-,+/&%0.-*8' -*&,-,#,-3*&6' ;$$-/
,-3*)""+1' ,5%' )$(-*-&,0),-3*' -&' )$$0%&&-*8'
-&&#%&' -*' ,5%' &,#$%*,' "3)*' &+&,%(' ,3'203/
.-$%'0%"-%4',3':30039%0&':#0$%*%$':+'"3)*&6

Although the affirmative action deci/
&-3*' ,50%),%*&' ,3' #*$%0(-*%' 20380%&&' -*'
)$.)*!-*8' 0)!-)"' %B#-,+' )*$' !-.-"' 0-85,&1'
,5%'?-$%*/F)00-&';$(-*-&,0),-3*'.39&',5),'
it remains committed to fighting against 
this setback. In the wake of the Court’s 
$%!-&-3*1'?-$%*'2"%$8%$',3'Z&)4%8#)0$',5%'
5)0$/%)0*%$' )!5-%.%(%*,&' )*$' 20%&%0.%'
32230,#*-,-%&'430')""';(%0-!)*&',3'2#0&#%'
5-85%0'%$#!),-3*6G
?-$%*' &)-$' ,5%' :),,"%' 430' $-.%0&-,+' )*$'

%B#)"'32230,#*-,+'-*'5-85%0'%$#!),-3*'!3*/
tinues. “Because affirmative action is so 
misunderstood, I want to make sure every/
:3$+'-&'!"%)0'):3#,'95),',5%'")9'5)&':%%*'
)*$'95),'-,'5)&'*3,':%%*1'#*,-"',3$)+1G',5%'
P0%&-$%*,' &,),%$6' ZA)*+' 2%32"%' 903*8"+'
believe that affirmative action allows un/
qualified students to be admitted ahead of 
qualified students. This is not how college 
)$(-&&-3*&'930<6G

The President continued: “Rather, col/
"%8%&'&%,'3#,'&,)*$)0$&'430')$(-&&-3*1')*$'
%.%0+'&,#$%*,'@'%.%0+'&,#$%*,'5)&',3'(%%,'
,53&%'&,)*$)0$&6'75%*1')*$'3*"+',5%*1')4,%0'
first meeting the qualifications required by 
,5%'&!533"1'$3'!3""%8%&'"33<'),'3,5%0'4)!/
,30&' -*' )$$-,-3*' ,3' ,5%-0' 80)$%&1' &#!5' )&'
race. “The way it works in practice is this: 
Colleges first establish a qualified pool 
34' !)*$-$),%&' :)&%$' 3*' (%%,-*8' !%0,)-*'
80)$%&1',%&,'&!30%&')*$'3,5%0'!0-,%0-)6'75%*1'
)*$'3*"+' ,5%*1' )*$' -,>&' 403(' ,5-&'233"'34'
)22"-!)*,&1')""'34'953('5).%')"0%)$+'(%,'
,5%' &!533">&' &,)*$)0$&1' ,5),' ,5%' !")&&' -&'
!53&%*1' )4,%0' 9%-85-*8' )' 9-$%' 0)*8%' 34'
4)!,30&1')(3*8',5%(':%-*8'0)!%6G'
W-*)""+1' ,5%' P0%&-$%*,' &)-$' 5%' :%"-%.%&'

,5%'*),-3*>&'!3""%8%&')0%'(30%'03:#&,'95%*'
0)!-)""+' $-.%0&%6' Za#0' *),-3*' -&' &,03*8%0'
:%!)#&%'9%')0%',)22-*8'-*,3',5%'4#""'0)*8%'
of talent in this nation,” he asserted. “I 
)"&3' :%"-%.%' ,5),' 95-"%' ,)"%*,1' !0%),-.-,+1'
)*$'5)0$'930<')0%'%.%0+95%0%')!03&&',5-&'
country, not equal opportunity. It is not ev/
erywhere across this country. We cannot 
let this decision be the last word. I want to 
emphasize: We cannot let this decision be 
the last word. While the Court can render 
)'$%!-&-3*1'-,'!)**3,'!5)*8%'95),';(%0-!)'
&,)*$&'4306G

!"#$%&'()*+*&
,-./$0$&
12-/+3*&

Affirmative 
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An off-duty police offi cer 
participated in a raid where 
two black men say deputies 
beat and sexually assaulted 
them before shooting one of 
them in the mouth, a Missis-
sippi police chief said Monday.

The announcement comes 
less than a week after Rankin 
County Sheriff Bryan Bailey 
said all fi ve deputy sheriffs tied 
to the Jan. 24 episode had been 
fi red or resigned. Michael Co-
rey Jenkins and his friend Ed-
die Terrell Parker said deputies 
burst inside a home without a 
warrant and subjected them 
to 90 minutes of abuse. The 
men said deputies beat them, 
assaulted them with a sex toy, 
shocked them repeatedly with 
Tasers and shouted racial epi-
thets at them.

The announcement also 
comes days after The Associ-
ated Press sought public re-
cords related to the episode 
from the Richland Police De-
partment, which is in Rankin 
County. In February, the alle-
gations sparked a still-ongoing 
Justice Department civil rights 
probe.

Jason Dare, an attorney rep-
resenting the Rankin County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce, said the de-
partment knew of fi ve deputies 
who conducted the Jenkins 
raid. But since Jenkins and 
Parker came forward with their 
allegations in February, they 
have maintained that six police 

offi cers carried out the raid. 
The claim appeared to have 
been corroborated Monday.

In a statement posted on-
line shortly after 5 p.m. the 
day before the Fourth of July 
holiday, Richland police Chief 
Nick McLendon said one of 
his offi cers had joined the fi ve 
Rankin County deputies while 
off-duty.

“Joshua Hartfi eld, while 
off duty, has been implicated 
in an incident occurring in 
Rankin County, Mississippi on 
January 24, 2023,” McLendon 
wrote. “We must express our 
deepest disappointment that 
a member of our department 
is claimed to be involved in a 
situation that goes against our 
department’s commitment to 
serve and protect the public.”

McLendon, who could not 
immediately be reached for 
follow-up questions, said Hart-
fi eld was placed on adminis-
trative leave and resigned after 
the department learned of alle-
gations against him. He did not 
say when exactly he learned of 
the allegations or from whom. 
He also did not mention Jen-
kins and Parker in his state-
ment.

The recent announcements 
follow an AP investigation 
that linked several deputies 
involved with the episode to 
at least four violent encounters 
with black men since 2019 that 
left two dead and another with 
lasting injuries. Deputies who 
had been accepted to the sher-
iff’s offi ce’s Special Response 

Team – a tactical unit whose 
members receive advanced 
training – were involved in 
each of the four encounters, 
the AP found.

Deputies had claimed the 
raid was prompted by a report 
of drug activity at the home.

Alongside the Justice De-
partment, the Mississippi Bu-
reau of Investigation is con-
ducting a separate probe of the 
episode.

Jenkins and Parker have 
fi led a federal civil rights 
lawsuit and are seeking $400 
million in damages. In a joint 
statement Tuesday, Malik Sha-
bazz and Trent Walker, attor-
neys representing Jenkins and 
Parker, said the police offi cers 
involved should be criminally 
charged.

‘’All citizens of Mississippi 
regardless of race, creed or 
color are repudiating the crim-
inal acts of these rogue depu-
ties,’’ the attorneys said. “No 
decent law enforcement offi cer 
wants to be affi liated with the 
horrifi c, malicious and sadistic 
acts which occurred against 
Michael Jenkins and Eddie 
Parker.”
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The First Amendment to the Constitution 
says, “Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom 
of speech, or of the press; or the right of the peo-
ple peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances,” per 
<<<@#*>/3"3:3"*>@#*>.-&//@.*?.

Reinforced by the 14th Amendment, 77 years 
later, “the First Amendment now covers actions 
by federal, state and local governments. The 
First Amendment also applies to all branches of 
government, including legislatures, courts, ju-
ries and executive offi cials and agencies. This 
includes public employers, public university 
systems and public-school systems, per F-"3%>5
"#%@#*1@

The 14th Amendment secured rights that 
were being trampled on, and begins with this 
sentence: “All persons born or naturalized in 
the United States and subject to the jurisdiction 
thereof, are citizens of the United States and of 
the State wherein they reside – this nullifi ed the 
1857 Dred Scott decision, in which Chief Jus-
tice Roger Taney wrote that a black man, even if 
born free, could not claim rights of citizenship 
under the federal constitution.”

The next clause of section one reads: “No 
State shall make or enforce any law which shall 
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens 
of the United States.” This greatly expanded the 
civil and legal rights of all American citizens by 
protecting them from infringement by the states 
as well as by the federal government.”

The third clause, “Nor shall any State deprive 
any person of life, liberty or property, without 
due process of law,” expanded the due process 
clause of the Fifth Amendment to apply to the 
states as well as the federal government.”

“Over time, the Supreme Court has interpret-
ed this clause to guarantee a wide array of rights 
against infringement by the states, including 
those enumerated in the Bill of Rights (freedom 
of speech, free exercise of religion, right to bear 
arms, etc.) as well as the right to privacy and 
other fundamental rights not mentioned else-
where in the Constitution.”

“Finally, the “equal protection clause” (“nor 
deny to any person within its jurisdiction the 
equal protection of the laws”) was clearly in-
tended to stop state governments from discrimi-
nating against black Americans, and over the 
years would play a key role in many landmark 
civil rights cases,” all per <<<@$"/3*-G@#*1@

In 2023, 155 years after the adoption of the 
14th Amendment, we still see evidence of Con-
stitutional freedoms being restricted. The Mis-
sissippi legislature, majority white and major-
ity republican in both chambers, voted to pass 
Senate Bill 2343, titled: Department of Public 
Safety; revise jurisdiction of. The bill, signed by 
Governor Reeves April 21, 2023, does far more 
than is indicated in its title. It codifi es restrict-
ing and reducing rights of the citizens of Hinds 
County and the city of Jackson, both of which 
are majority African American. 

The upper chamber vote was 29-14-7. The ab-

stentions consisted of six republicans and one 
democrat. The lower chamber vote was 74-41-6. 
In this vote, four democrats voted in favor and 
three republicans voted against. The abstentions 
consisted of three democrats and three repub-
licans, all per $330/D77'&."/#%>@#*17!97-*''#%''7
9FHIJI7"+7KHLMLNM@
C$&(!"//"//"00"(O">E newspaper has reported 

previously on this bill and other bills dubbed 
The Jackson Takeover bills. On June 1, 2023 a 
lawsuit was brought in Federal court against this 
bill by JXN Undivided Coalition, Mississippi 
Votes, Peoples Advocacy Institute, Mississippi 
Poor People’s Campaign, Black Voters Matter, 
Rukia Lumumba, Danyelle Holmes and Arekia 
Bennett-Scott. The defendants are Public Safety 
Commissioner Sean Tindell and Capitol Police 
Chief Bo Luckey. The fi ling can be viewed in 
its entirety here: $330/D771/#&>3&-2*-A:/3"#&@*-.7
<05#*>3&>37:0'*%+/7HMHI7MP7MMKQHMHIMPMKQ
R*10'%">3Q9FHIJI5ST>5?5C">+&''@0+2@ The suit 
contends implementation of this law is uncon-
stitutional, overbroad, vague and would give 
two state actors the authority to decide who is 
allowed to peaceably protest and/or exercise 
free speech rights in nearly every area of Jack-
son that is not residential.

This lawsuit has yielded results – on June 
29, just two days before SB2343 was to go into 
effect, U.S. District Court Judge Henry Wing-
ate issued a preliminary injunction blocking 
a controversial portion of S.B. 2343 from tak-
ing effect, saying “the provision likely would 
have had a chilling effect on free speech and 
criticized the law for being too constitutionally 
vague,” per WLBT. 

The other portion of the law, providing Capi-
tol Police with city-wide concurrent jurisdiction 
in Jackson has gone into effect, yet according 
to one Capitol Police Offi cer who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity told C$&( !"//"//"00"(
O">E that “they just don’t have enough staff at 
this point to patrol the entire City of Jackson.” 

How many times have we seen the Missis-
sippi legislature pass bills to restrict our free-
doms and autonomy? Despite claiming to be 
Christians, there is never an authentic attempt 
to help with long-standing diffi culties in Hinds/
Jackson, such as poverty, insuffi cient black eco-
nomic engines, insuffi cient infrastructure sup-
port, homelessness and crime; all of which have 
worsened over time at least, in-part, due to tar-
geted indifference by the State. 

Only three Republicans voted against SB2343, 
just three out of seventy-fi ve. There is no virtue 
in doing the wrong things for the wrong reasons. 
The people of Hinds/Jackson, majority African 
American, are people – human beings, deserv-
ing respect and support, not disdain and take-
over. The people of Hinds/Jackson are loved by 
God. When will it be time for the legislative ma-
jority to take a turn? 

These takeover bills are an attempt to sterilize 
black leadership, usurp the rights of our major-
ity black citizens, keep the knee on the neck – to 
establish white rule over Hinds/Jackson. Thank 
God for the federal courts.

A federal judge Thursday 
temporarily blocked a new 
Mississippi law that requires 
permission from state police 
for protests or other gatherings 
near state government build-
ings in the capital city of Jack-
son.

U.S. District Judge Henry 
Wingate said the law is vague 
and could have a chilling effect 
on First Amendment rights, 
particularly for people who 
want to demonstrate against 
government actions.

“It is clear that this statute 
is a prior restraint on speech,” 
Wingate said.

Earlier this year, the major-
ity-white and Republican-led 
Mississippi Legislature passed 
a bill to require the state-issued 
permits for protests in parts of 
Jackson, which is majority-
black and governed by Demo-
crats.

Legislators also passed a 
separate bill expanding the role 
of the state-run Capitol Police 
department inside the city, cre-
ating a new court inside part of 
Jackson with a judge appointed 
by the state Supreme Court 
chief justice, and authorizing 
the chief justice to appoint four 
additional judges to work with 

the four elected circuit court 
judges in Hinds County, where 
Jackson is located.

Hinds County is also ma-
jority-black and governed by 
Democrats. Most Mississippi 
judges are elected.

Supporters of the bills said 
they were trying to strengthen 
safety in Jackson, which has 
a population of about 150,000 
and has had more than 100 
homicides for each of the past 
three years. Opponents said the 
bills undermine local self- gov-
ernance.

Republican Gov. Tate Reeves 
signed the bills, and most of 
the changes were supposed to 
become law Saturday.

Wingate on Thursday con-
fi rmed that he has dismissed 
Mississippi Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Mike Randolph 
from a lawsuit that the NAACP 
fi led to challenge the law on 
policing and courts. Wing-
ate issued an order last month 
temporarily preventing most of 
that law from taking effect on 
Saturday.

The law on protests requires 
the state Department of Public 
Safety to develop regulations 
for the type of information that 
protest sponsors would need to 
provide and what standards the 
department would use in decid-

ing whether to issue permits.
Wingate said Thursday that 

because such regulations have 
not been set, “some brave 
soul ... could risk the onset of 
criminal penalties” for protest-
ing without a state permit. He 
said the department could draft 
regulations, which would take 
several weeks, and could then 
ask him to reconsider whether 
the law can take effect.

Protests near downtown 
Jackson’s state government 
buildings in the past year in-
cluded January, February and 
March rallies against the courts 
and policing legislation. The 
Poor People’s Campaign pro-
tested outside the Governor’s 
Mansion last fall against what 
organizers said was the state’s 
inadequate investment in Jack-
son’s struggling water system.

People planning events in 
downtown Jackson are already 
required to obtain a city-issued 
permit – the same procedure 
used in many other parts of the 
state.

The lawsuit said people will 
need permission from both the 
city and the state for protests or 
events in parts of Jackson, but 
state permission is not required 
for protests or events near state 
government buildings else-
where in Mississippi.
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"$$+':,7.,'7&':,5'),-5'.%/0%1*2-2'U.,7-<"'
!%$$-9-'F#-;'I-#<7.-':-$$'=-0%#-'6#?'(")/
&%*'0%1*2-2'3KL?E
!"#$%&'(")&%*+'PC+'7&'"'9#"21")-'%0'X"#/

<"#2' H*7<-#&7)5+' I)"*0%#2' H*7<-#&7)5' "*2'
I)"*0%#2'Y":'I.,%%$?

U0)-#' ),-' H?I?' I1;#-8-' !%1#)'
272':,")'8"*5',"<-' $%*9'-Z;-.)-2+'
&)#7>-/2%:*' #".-/="&-2' "287&&7%*&'
)%'.%$$-9-&+'=$".>'$-"2-#&',-$2'-8-#/
9-*.5';#-&&'.%*0-#-*.-&'"*2'&)#")-95'
."$$&?'3*-'.%*<-*-2'=5'6"#.'6%#7"$'
%*'Q1*-'A[',%1#&'"0)-#'),-'I1;#-8-'
!%1#)R&'2-.7&7%*'57-$2-2'&,"#;'.%8/
8-*)"#5?

Affi rmative action refers to a set 
%0' ;%$7.7-&' "*2' ;#".)7.-&' "78-2' ")'
;#%8%)7*9' -\1"$' %;;%#)1*7)7-&' 0%#'
,7&)%#7."$$5' 27&"2<"*)"9-2' 9#%1;&+'
;"#)7.1$"#$5' 7*' #-$")7%*' )%' -8;$%5/
8-*)' %#' -21.")7%*?' G,-' ;1#;%&-' %0'
affi rmative action is to address the 
,7&)%#7."$'"*2'%*9%7*9'&5&)-87.'27&/
.#787*")7%*'"*2'1*2-##-;#-&-*)")7%*'
),")',"&'=--*'0".-2'),#%19,%1)',7&)%/
#5?'(%8-*+'#".7"$'"*2'-),*7.'87*%#7/
)7-&+'"*2'7*27<721"$&':7),'27&"=7$7)7-&'
have been benefi ciaries. Typically, 
affi rmative action involves taking 
;#%".)7<-'&)-;&')%'7*.#-"&-'),-'#-;#-/
&-*)")7%*' %0' ),-&-' 1*2-##-;#-&-*)-2'
9#%1;&' 7*' "#-"&' :,-#-' ),-5' ,"<-'
=--*' ,7&)%#7."$$5' -Z.$12-2' %#' 8"#/
97*"$74-2?
G,-' ]/C' #1$7*9' =5' ),-' H?I?' I1/

;#-8-' !%1#)' :7$$' "$)-#' .%$$-9-' "2/
87&&7%*&';%$7.7-&?'!,7-0'Q1&)7.-'Q%,*'
^?'_%=-#)&'Q#?+':#7)7*9'),-'%;7*7%*'0%#'
),-'8"`%#7)5+'&"72'),-';#%9#"8&'D1*/
"<%72"=$5'-8;$%5'#".-'7*'"'*-9")7<-'
8"**-#E'"*2'D7*<%$<-'#".7"$'&)-#-%/
)5;7*9+E'7*'<7%$")7%*'%0'),-'!%*&)7)1/
tion.  The ruling affi rmed that race-
.%*&.7%1&' "287&&7%*&' ;#%9#"8&' ")'
X"#<"#2'"*2'),-'H*7<-#&7)5'%0'V%#),'
!"#%$7*"'"#-'1*.%*&)7)1)7%*"$?'
U&&%.7")-'Q1&)7.-'I%*7"'I%)%8"5/

%#'&;%>-'7*';-#&%*',-#'27&&-*)'0#%8'
),-'=-*.,':,7.,'&79*"$-2'&)#%*9'27&/
"9#--8-*)' &"57*9' ),-'.%1#)R&' #1$7*9'
D01#),-#' -*)#-*.,7*9' #".7"$' 7*-\1"$/

7)5'7*'-21.")7%*E':7$$',"<-'"'2-<"&/
)")7*9'78;".)?E
G,-'2-.7&7%*':%1$2' &--8' )%'=-'"'

&$";'7*'),-'0".-'%0',7&)%#5'"&':-$$'"&'
#-"$':%#$2'#-"$7)5?'!1##-*)$5+'"'8%<-'
7&' %*' )%' ="*' =%%>&' 7*'8"*5' &.,%%$'
27&)#7.)&'".#%&&'U8-#7."':7),'8"*5'
_-;1=$7."*&' ."$$7*9' #1278-*)"#5'
27&.1&&7%*'%*'#".-'D27<7&7<-?E'I)")7&/
)7.&' %*' .%$$-9-' -*#%$$8-*)' 0%#'U0#7/
."*'U8-#7."*&'2-8%*&)#")-'),-#-'7&'
8%#-':%#>')%'=-'2%*-')%'7*.#-"&-'-*/
#%$$8-*)'")'"')78-':,-*'.%$$-9-'.%&)&'
,"<-'&>5#%.>-)-2?

“I fi nd it interesting to say we’re 
=-5%*2'#".-'7*'),7&'.%1*)#5':,-*':-'
>*%:' ),")' ab' ;-#.-*)' %0' :,7)-' &)1/
2-*)&' "287))-2' )%'X"#<"#2' =-):--*'
ABB[' "*2' ABNa' -7),-#' :-#-' $-9".5'
"287&&7%*&' %#' ),-5' :-#-' "),$-)-&+E'
&"72' 6"5"' (7$-5+' F#-&72-*)' %0' ),-'
Y-"2-#&,7;'!%*0-#-*.-'%*'!7<7$'"*2'
X18"*'_79,)&?

“This is the fi rst time that we are 
0".7*9'"'.%1#)'),")'87&7*)-#;#-)-2'),-'
-\1"$';#%)-.)7%*'.$"1&-'"*2'%1#'&-8/
7*"$'."&-'M#%:*'<&?'M%"#2'%0'c21."/
)7%*'"0)-#'"';#-2-.-&&%#'.%1#)'8"2-'
<-#5' .$-"#':,")' ),-' ;#7*.7;"$&':-#-'
7*'),-'!%*&)7)1)7%*'"*2'7*'),-'M#%:*'
."&-+E' &"72' Q"*"7' V-$&%*+' ;#-&72-*)'
%0'),-'VUU!F'Y-9"$'S-0-*&-'@1*2'
21#7*9'"'872/2"5';#-&&'-<-*)',-$2'=5'
),-'V")7%*"$'H#="*'Y-"91-?
G,-'VUU!F'Y-9"$'S-0-*&-'@1*2'

,"&'=--*' 7*<%$<-2' 7*'-<-#5'."&-' 7*/
volving affi rmative action that has 

9%*-')%'),-'H?I?'I1;#-8-'!%1#)?'
DH*0%#)1*")-$5+' ),7&' I1;#-8-'

!%1#)' 7&' )#57*9' )%' ,"<-' "' #-"$7)5'
that is more refl ective of 1950,” said 
VUU!F'F#-&72-*)'S-##7.>'Q%,*&%*?
DG%2"5R&'."&-+' $-)R&'=-'<-#5'.$-"#+'

does not end Affi rmative Action 
but it makes it much more diffi cult. 
T)'*"##%:&'),-'"=7$7)5'%0',79,-#'-21/
.")7%*' 7*&)7)1)7%*&' )%' 1&-' ),-7#' %:*'
;%:-#')%'2-.72-':,%'&,%1$2'=-'7*'"'
.$"&&#%%8d':-'"#-'*%)'"="*2%*7*9'
the fi ght,” Nelson concluded. 
D@#7-*2&')%2"5'),-'I1;#-8-'!%1#)'

9%)' 7)' :#%*9?' T' ),7*>' ),7&' 2"5' :7$$'
$7<-'7*'7*0"85?'M-."1&-'7)':"&'%*-'%0'
),-'8%&)')%#)1#-2'%;7*7%*&'"*5'%0'1&'
,"<-'-<-#'&--*'=-."1&-'7)R&'):7&)-2'7*'
)-#8&'%0'7)&'$%97.'%*'),-'$":+E'S"8%*'
X-:7))+' ;#-&72-*)' %0' ),-' Y":5-#&'
!%887))--' 0%#' !7<7$' _79,)&' H*2-#'
Y":?'
DV%),7*9' 7*' ),-' %;7*7%*' &)%;&'

1*7<-#&7)7-&' 0#%8'"&>7*9'"=%1)' ),-7#'
#".-+E' X-:7)' ;%7*)-2' %1)?' D31#' "2/
<7.-')%'&)12-*)&'7&')%'.%*)7*1-')%')"$>'
"=%1)'5%1#'-Z;-#7-*.-&':7),'#".-'"*2'
#".7&8+E',-'.%*.$12-2?'
DG,7&' I1;#-8-'!%1#)' #1$7*9':7$$'

.$%&-'),-'2%%#')%'-21.")7%*"$'%;;%#/
)1*7)5' 0%#'8"*5' =$".>' &)12-*)&' "*2'
&)12-*)&'%0'.%$%#':,%':"*)')%'"))-*2'
*%*/XM!H&?'(7),' ),7&' *-:' #1$7*9+'
HV!@' >*%:&' ),")' 8%#-' &)12-*)&'
:7$$')1#*')%'XM!H&'0%#'),-7#'.%$$-9-'
-21.")7%*&?'(-' "$&%' >*%:' ),")' %1#'
XM!H&':7$$'2%'-<-#5),7*9'),-5'."*'
)%'8--)' 7*.#-"&-2'&)12-*)'2-8"*2+E'
&)")-2'"';#-&&'#-$-"&-'0#%8'),-'H*7)-2'
V-9#%'!%$$-9-'@1*2?
!"#$%&'()*+,$)"'-#$.%')/'"&')&0%1

2%&0%&+'3,#$&"4)/+'"&0'+5%'5,/+',6'+5%'
2,0*"/+'-789:;<!:'"&0'2#=4)/5%$'
,6'-4"*.'()$>)&)"'?%@/A'B5%')/'"'2,1
4)+)*"4'"&"4C/+'@5,'"22%"$/'$%>#4"$4C'
on #RolandMartinUnfi ltered. 

G,7&' :-->+' 21#7*9' ),-' VVFUR&'
U**1"$' !%*<-*)7%*+' :,7.,' .-$/
-=#")-2' N[]' 5-"#&' %0' ),-' M$".>'
F#-&&'%0'U8-#7."+'M72-*'";;-"#-2'
<7"'<72-%' )%' &"$1)-' ),-'VVFU'"*2'
7)&'8-8=-#';1=$7&,-#&'%*'),-'%.."/
&7%*?
D!%*9#")1$")7%*&' )%' ),-' M$".>'

F#-&&' %0' U8-#7."' 0%#' .-$-=#")7*9'
N[]' 5-"#&' %0' &-#<7*9' .%881*7)7-&'
".#%&&'%1#'*")7%*+E'M72-*'&)")-2'7*'
),-'"22#-&&':,7.,'"7#-2'%*'Q1$5'N?
DT2"'M?'(-$$&'%*.-'&"72+'),-':"5'

)%'#79,)':#%*9&'7&')%')1#*'),-'$79,)'
%0')#1),'1;%*'),-':#%*9?'G,")R&'),-'
&".#-2'.,"#9-'%0'"'0#--';#-&&?'G,")R&'
),-'.,"#9-'U0#7."*'U8-#7."*';1=/
$7&,-#&',"<-';1#&1-2'0%#'*-"#$5'):%'
.-*)1#7-&+E'M72-*'.%*)7*1-2?
D(7),' -<-#5' &)%#5' 5%1' ;1=$7&,+'

5%1'8">-'%1#'2-8%.#".5'&)#%*9-#?'
G,"*>'5%1'0%#':,")'5%1'2%')%')1#*'
),-' $79,)' %0' )#1),' :,-#-<-#' 5%1#'
:%#>'$-"2&'5%1?'G,"*>'5%1?E
F#-&72-*)' Q%-' M72-*' ,"&' "$:"5&'

8"7*)"7*-2' ),")' ),-' =$".>' <%)-'
;1&,-2' ,78' %<-#' ),-' )%;' 7*' ,7&'
ABAB'-$-.)7%*'<7.)%#5'%<-#'S%*"$2'
G#18;?
U*2' 7)R&' *-<-#' =--*' $%&)' %*' ),-'

;#-&72-*)'),")'),-';7<%)"$'2"5'7*',7&'
."8;"79*' %..1##-2' 7*' !,"#$-&)%*+'
I%1),'!"#%$7*"+' %*' @-=?' A]+':,-*'
,-' &")' 2%:*' 0%#' "' $7<-' #%1*2)"=$-'
7*)-#<7-:' :7),' S#?' M-*`"87*' @?'
!,"<7&' Q#?+' ),-';#-&72-*)' "*2'!c3'
%0'),-'V")7%*"$'V-:&;";-#'F1=$7&,/
-#&'U&&%.7")7%*'eVVFUf+' ),-')#"2-'
"&&%.7")7%*' %0' ),-' 8%#-' ),"*' ABB'
U0#7."*/U8-#7."*/%:*-2'*-:&;"/
;-#&'"*2'8-27"'.%8;"*7-&?
Q%7*7*9'!,"<7&'")'),")'."8;"79*/

)1#*7*9'-<-*)':-#-'2%4-*&'%0'M$".>'
F#-&&' ;1=$7&,-#&' "*2' 8-27"' .%8/

;"*5'%:*-#&+'"*2'),-'$7<-&)#-"8'%0'
),")'-<-*)+'0%$$%:-2'$")-#'7*'),-'2"5'
=5' "*' -*2%#&-8-*)' 0#%8' S-8%/
.#")7.' I%1),' !"#%$7*"' _-;?' Q"8-&'
!$5=1#*+'.")";1$)-2'),-'%*.-'&$18/
=-#7*9'."*272".5'"$$'),-':"5')%'),-'
(,7)-'X%1&-?
S#?'!,"<7&' "*2'%1)9%7*9'VVFU'

!,"7#' W"#-*' !"#)-#' _7.,"#2&+'
;#"7&-2'),-'F#-&72-*)'0%#'#-.%9*74/
7*9' ),-' 78;%#)"*.-' %0' ),-' M$".>'
F#-&&'%0'U8-#7."?
DG,-' VVFU' 7&' -&;-.7"$$5' ,%*/

%#-2')%',-"#'27#-.)$5'0#%8'F#-&72-*)'
Q%-'M72-*'0%#',7&'.%*)7*1-2'&1;;%#)'
"*2'"2<%.".5'%0'),-'78;%#)"*.-'%0'
),-'M$".>'F#-&&'%0'U8-#7."+E'!,"/
<7&' &)")-2?' DU&' :-' .-$-=#")-' N[]'
5-"#&'%0'),-'M$".>'F#-&&+'7)R&'"$:"5&'
9#")7057*9'"*2'-*.%1#"97*9')%',"<-'
),-'&1;;%#)'%0' ),-'F#-&72-*)'%0' ),-'
H*7)-2'I)")-&?'T*'),-':">-'%0'),-'#-/
.-*)'H?I?'I1;#-8-'!%1#)'2-.7&7%*&'
%*'.7<7$'#79,)&+'),-'M$".>'F#-&&'#-/
2-27.")-&' %1#' `%1#*"$7&8' )%' =-' "'
.$"#7%*' <%7.-' 0%#' 0#--2%8+' `1&)7.-+'
-\1"$7)5'"*2'-\17)5?E

_7.,"#2&':,%'7&'),-';1=$7&,-#'%0'
),-'D,#/+,&' ;,$@"$0' E)F%/+' "$&%'
),"*>-2'),-'F#-&72-*)?
DG%' ,"<-' ),-' F#-&72-*)' %0' ),-'

H*7)-2' I)")-&' )">-' ),-' )78-' %1)'
)%' =-' "' ;"#)' %0' %1#' .%*<-*)7%*' 7&'
%0' .%1#&-' &;-.7"$+E' _7.,"#2&' &"72?'
DM1)+' 7)R&' "$&%' "' )-&)"8-*)' )%' `1&)'
,%:'<7)"$'),-'M$".>'F#-&&'#-8"7*&?'
!%$$-.)7<-$5+' "&' =$".>' ;1=$7&,-#&'
"*2'=$".>'=1&7*-&&'%:*-#&+':-'"#-'
&)#%*9-#' ),"*' -<-#' "*2' ),-' F#-&7/
2-*)R&'8-&&"9-'#-7*0%#.-&'),")?E
V-:$5'-$-.)-2'=%"#2'.,"7#'M%==5'

X-*#5+' ;1=$7&,-#' %0' ),-' G%/+/)0%'
H"I%++%' 7*' @$%#72"+' "22-2+' DG,")'
8-&&"9-' 0#%8' F#-&72-*)' M72-*' )%'
),-' "&&%.7")7%*' :"&' %*-' ),")' &79/
nifi es that he remains true to his 
;$-29-' )%' <"$1-' ),-' #%$-' U0#7."*'
U8-#7."*&' ;$"5' "*2' ,"<-' ;$"5-2'
7*' ),7&' .%1*)#5?' @1#),-#+' ".>*%:$/
-297*9'),-'#%$-'),")'),-'M$".>'F#-&&'
;$"5&' 7*' #-".,7*9' %1#' ;-%;$-' "*2'
),%&-'&58;"),-)7.')%'%1#';$79,)'#-/
8"7*&' "' .#7)7."$' .%8;%*-*)' %0' ),-'
ABAa'-$-.)%#"$'&)#")-95?E

VUGT3VUY
!"#""$%&"'())())(**("+(,- ".../012345545546647489/:;3<=+>"!"?"@AB"ACAD

!"#$%&#'()*%&#')$+,-(#$)
*,+./)!"#$$)&-"%'0)

.1'2#'(%1')%')3+$42%,,#

U'#-.-*)'#-;%#)'=5'),-'-&)--8-2'M#%%>/
7*9&' T*&)7)1)7%*' #-<-"$-2' ),")' ),-' 7*)-#*"$'
879#")7%*' ;"))-#*&' %0'U0#7."*'U8-#7."*&'
7*' ),-' H*7)-2' I)")-&' ,"<-' .%*)#7=1)-2' )%'
D=$".>/8"`%#7)5'.7)7-&?E
G,-&-' 1#="*' "#-"&+' :,-#-' U0#7."*'

Americans constitute a signifi cant portion 
%0' ),-' ;%;1$")7%*+' ,"<-' =-.%8-' 8"9*-)&'
0%#' 7*27<721"$&' &-->7*9' 8%#-' &1=&)"*)7"$'
%;;%#)1*7)7-&'"*2'&1&)"7*"=$-'$7<7*9?
U..%#27*9' )%' T*&72-#' 6%*>-5+' 2-&;7)-'

"'8-#-'N?PO'9#%:),'7*'),-7#'%<-#"$$'&,"#-'
&7*.-' N[gB+' ),-' U0#7."*' U8-#7."*' .%8/
81*7)5R&'&)#")-97.'#-$%.")7%*',"&';"<-2'),-'
way for their rising infl uence in critical re-
97%*&'*")7%*:72-?
cZ;-#)&' ;#%`-.)' ),")' ),-' H*7)-2' I)")-&'

:7$$')#"*&0%#8'7*)%'"'87*%#7)5/:,7)-'.%1*/
)#5' =5' ABaP+' "&' #".7"$'87*%#7)7-&+' 7*.$12/
7*9' U0#7."*' U8-#7."*&+' X7&;"*7.&+' "*2'
U&7"*&+' "#-' &-)' )%' =-.%8-' ),-' ;#78"#5'
2#7<-#&'%0'),-'.%1*)#5R&'-.%*%85?
!-*&1&' -Z;-#)&' "))#7=1)-' ),7&' )#"*&0%#/

8")7%*')%'):%'#-"&%*&h'),-'.%8=7*-2'#".7"$'
87*%#7)5' ;%;1$")7%*' 7&' ;#%`-.)-2' )%' 9#%:'
=5' "' &)"99-#7*9' gaO' =-):--*' ABNb' "*2'
AB]B+':,7$-'),-'"97*9':,7)-';%;1$")7%*'7&'
-Z;-.)-2' )%' -Z;-#7-*.-' "' 2-.$7*-' 21#7*9'
),-'&"8-';-#7%2?
Q".>&%*+' 67&&7&&7;;7+' :72-$5' #-9"#2-2'

"&'),-'D=$".>-&)'.7)5E'7*'U8-#7."+'7&'")'),-'
0%#-0#%*)' %0' ),7&' 2-8%9#";,7.' &,70)?'(7),'
U0#7."*'U8-#7."*&'.%*&)7)1)7*9'%<-#'bBO'
%0'),-'.7)5R&';%;1$")7%*+'Q".>&%*'7&'"')-&)"/
8-*)')%'),-'<7)"$7)5'"*2';#%87*-*.-'%0'U0/
rican American culture and infl uence.
Y%%>7*9'")'),-'&)")-'$-<-$+'G-Z"&'=%"&)&'

),-',79,-&)'U0#7."*/U8-#7."*';%;1$")7%*+'
:7),' C?PP' 87$$7%*' 7*27<721"$&+' 0%$$%:-2'
.$%&-$5'=5'^-%#97"'"*2'@$%#72"?
G,-&-' ),#--'&)")-&' #"*>'"&' ),-' )%;'.%*/

)-*2-#&':7),'),-',79,-&)'.%*.-*)#")7%*&'%0'
U0#7."*'U8-#7."*&'*")7%*:72-?
G,-'0%$$%:7*9')-*'1#="*'"#-"&',"<-'),-'

,79,-&)' ;-#.-*)"9-' %0' U0#7."*' U8-#7."*'
#-&72-*)&h
NB?'67"87'^"#2-*&+'@$%#72"'G%)"$'F%;1/

$")7%*h'NNB+bbN'U0#7."*'U8-#7."*&h']b+NAN'
F-#.-*)"9-h']N?aaO
[?' 6-8;,7&+' G-**-&&--' G%)"$' F%;1$"/

)7%*h']Ab+NNb'U0#7."*'U8-#7."*&h'C[b+bAa'
F-#.-*)"9-h']C?PBO
b?'6%*)9%8-#5+'U$"="8"'G%)"$'F%;1$"/

)7%*h'N[b+]P['U0#7."*'U8-#7."*&h'NA]+A]b'
F-#.-*)"9-h']C?P]O

7. Southfi eld, Michigan Total Popula-
)7%*h' gP+[BN' U0#7."*' U8-#7."*&h' ab+C[N'
F-#.-*)"9-h']C?g]O
]?'M7#87*9,"8+'U$"="8"'G%)"$'F%;1$"/

)7%*h'N[]+aNB'U0#7."*'U8-#7."*&h'NC[+][N'
F-#.-*)"9-h'gN?NAO
P?' U$="*5+' ^-%#97"' G%)"$' F%;1$")7%*h'

]g+Na]' U0#7."*' U8-#7."*&h' a[+AbN' F-#/
.-*)"9-h'gC?C[O
a?' S-)#%7)+' 67.,79"*' G%)"$' F%;1$")7%*h'

]CA+Pb['U0#7."*'U8-#7."*&h'aba+gg['F-#/
.-*)"9-h'g]?]CO
C?'Y"12-#,7$$+'@$%#72"'G%)"$'F%;1$")7%*h'

gC+a]N' U0#7."*' U8-#7."*&h' Pb+gBa' F-#/
.-*)"9-h'g[?[NO
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These urban areas, where African Americans constitute a signifi cant portion of the popu-
lation, have become magnets for individuals seeking more substantial opportunities and 
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Carlos Watson, tech founder of Ozy, 
says prosecution is racially biased
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heat. On average, the fi rst ve-
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)*#+$&24/&'/1&-2)&)$'==#19
M&IK9J<&26& )*#&.*+51$#/&4#$#&

7/24+/-5%& 5#6)& +/& )*#& .'$& >%& '&
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New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir
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Will real Christians stand 
up for justice…not just us?
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P R E S E R V E D Thankful 
for the 

Gospel – The 
Good News
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SUNDAY
Worship Services

9 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. in person

Or you may worship with us via 
Facebook or our YouTube 

channel at CHMBC

Pastor
Chauncy L. Jordan

www.nhcms.org
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.9,'=03/4'08'>/?5.,,5'08' .9,'@3-A501'B?6+2-'C-900+'D25./2-.&' 21' .9,'=?52E
ness Offi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 
A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) August 02, 2023, at which time and place they 
;2++' 6,'7?6+2-+<' 07,1,4'314' /,34'3+0?4F'G'7/,E624' -018,/,1-,' 80/'H3/,,/'
Development Center will be held at 2703 First Avenue, Jackson, MS 39209 
at 2:00 p.m. on July 19, 2023. Attendance at the pre-bid conferences is 
non-mandatory but strongly suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves 
the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold 
the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the 
43.,'6245'3/,'07,1,4F

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.
jpsdmsprojects.com. A $200.00 non-refundable deposit shall be required 
on each set of bid documents and must be purchased through the website. 
All plan holders are required to have a valid email address for registration. 
Questions regarding website registration and online orders please contact 
Plan House Printing, 607 W. Main Street, Tupelo, MS 38804, (662) 407-
0193. Questions regarding bid documents please contact Kenan Morris 
with Durrell Design Group at 601-708-4788 or at kmorris@durrelldesign-
group.com.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. 
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, 
must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, 
MS 39201.

Also, until further notice, all opening will be recorded and uploaded to the 
JPSD web site at https://www.youtube.com/jpsitv for public viewing due to 
covid 19. Vendors will not be allowed to sit in on the bid openings.
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fi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 11:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) August 01, 2023 at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. A pre-bid conference for Career Development Center 
will be held at 2703 First Avenue, Jackson, MS 39209 at 2:00 p.m. on July 19, 
2023. Attendance at the pre-bid conferences is non-mandatory but strongly 
suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, 
to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved 
for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date bids are opened.

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.jpsd-
msprojects.com. A $350.00 non-refundable deposit shall be required on each 
set of bid documents and must be purchased through the website. All plan 
holders are required to have a valid email address for registration. Questions 
regarding website registration and online orders please contact Plan House 
Printing, 607 W. Main Street, Tupelo, MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions 
regarding bid documents please contact Kenan Morris with Durrell Design 
Group at 601-708-4788 or at kmorris@durrelldesigngroup.com.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. 
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, 
must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, 
MS 39201.

Also, until further notice, all opening will be recorded and uploaded to the 
JPSD web site at https://www.youtube.com/jpsitv for public viewing due to 
covid 19. Vendors will not be allowed to sit in on the bid openings.
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Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk 
of the City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 18th, 
2023, for the purchase of certain City-owned property: Parcel 824-548 
(Metro Center Dillard’s Building and Parking Lot), located at 3645 Highway 
80 West in Jackson, Mississippi. Bidding for the property will start at Seven 
Hundred Thousand Dollars and 00/100 cents ($700,000.00). The City will 
retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and egress 
to remove same from said property. For additional information or for a “bid 
form”, contact Vic Sexton at (601) 960 1055 or e-mail vsexton@city.jack-
son.ms.us.

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and 
delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson, (located in City Hall at 219 
S. President St. Jackson, Mississippi 39201), or submitted through Central 
Bidding https://www.centralauctionhouse.com/main.php. If submitted to the 
City Clerk, the outside of the envelope must be plainly marked to identify 
the parcel number being bid on, along with the bidder’s name. Enclose one 
(1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will be opened on Tuesday, 
July 18th, 2023, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 
South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.

If there are multiple equivalent high bidders a re-bid process utilizing the 
Best and Final Offer (BAFO) between those bidders will be held to deter-
mine a winner. If multiple equivalent high bidders persist after BAFO, the 
re-bid process will be repeated, if necessary, until a sole high bidder is 
certifi ed.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

6/29/2023, 7/6/2023, 7/13/2023
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The City of Jackson is seeking submission of proposals from qualifi ed pro-
fessional fi rms for professional assistance with the following project: Master 
Developer: Downtown Properties Mixed-Use Development.

Detailed information pertaining to the submission of a response to this 
request for proposals may be obtained from the Department of Planning 
and Development, Suite 229, Warren Hood Building: 200 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201, or by contacting Chloe Dotson at 601-
960-1993 or email: cdotson@city.jackson.ms.us.

One (1) original and eight (8) signed copies of the proposal must be re-
ceived no later than 3:29 P. M., on Tuesday, October 17, 2023, at the City 
Clerk’s Offi ce, 219 S. President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Mailed 
proposals should be addressed to the Offi ce of the City Clerk, P.O. Box 17, 
Jackson, MS 39205-0017. Packets should be sealed and clearly marked “ 
Master Developer: Downtown Properties Mixed-Use Development.”

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting and professional services. It is the policy of the City of 
Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunity for all persons do-
ing business with the City.

Chloe Dotson BUPD. MURP., Director
Department of Planning and Development
City of Jackson, Mississippi

7/6/2023, 7/13/2023, 7/23/2023
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sissippi at the offi ce of the City Clerk, City Hall, 219 South President Street, 
P.O. Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 P.M. CST, Tuesday, July 
18, 2023, for waste disposal services (as specifi ed) necessary for REQUEST 
FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)#2023-05.

The term of the contract will be for fi ve (5) years with an option to renew for 
two (2) additional one (1) year periods by consent of both parties.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As 
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit 
a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the 
bid submission, in accordance with the provision of the City of Jackson’s 
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with 
the City’s Executive Order shall disqualify a contractor, bidder, or offeror from 
being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City of Jack-
son’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the Division of 
Equal Business Opportunity at 601-960-1856. Copies of the Executive Order, 
EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are available at 200 South 
President Street, Suite 223, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all bidders that in compliance with Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4, that 
all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this 
invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, 
national origin, or sex, in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivat-
ing and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, 
employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, 
392B92+6/9;0?'+;-"92'*;6/6/*0'-9/;C'.:0/;*00'1/67/;'67*'8/65?'+0'1*,,'+0'6790*'
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City residents for employment opportunities.

The City of Jackson ensures that the Disadvantaged Business Enterprises 
(DBEs), as outlined in 49 C.F.R. Part 26, as amended, have the maximum 
opportunity to participate in the performance of contracts. Therefore, it is im-
perative that you read the DBE Section and complete the necessary paper-
work in its entirety. If there is any evidence or indication that two or more 
bidders are in collusion to restrict competition or are otherwise engaged in 
anti-competitive practices, the submission of all such bidders shall be reject-
ed, and such evidence may be cause for disqualifi cation of the participants in 
any future solicitation undertaken by the City of Jackson.

Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal forms to be provided, sealed in an 
envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: “Bid for WASTE 
DISPOSAL SERVICES, REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)#2023-05.” Each 
bidder shall write his Certifi cate of Responsibility Number on the outside of 
the sealed envelope containing his proposal.

Bids, EBO and DBE plans shall be submitted in triplicate (bound/stapled 
separately), sealed and deposited with the City Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi prior to the hour and date hereinbefore designated. No bidder may 
withdraw his bid within 90 days after the actual date of the opening thereof.

Offi cial Bid Documents, including the Contract Documents and Drawings can 
be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.centralbidding.com. Electronic 
Bids may be submitted at www.centralbidding.com. For any questions related 
to the electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding at 225-810-
4814.

Awarding public contracts to non-resident Bidders will be on the same basis 
as the non-resident bidder’s state awards contracts to Mississippi Contractors 
bidding under similar circumstances. Current state law, Mississippi General 
Laws of 2010, Chapter 383, section 31-3-21 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, 
as amended, requires a non-resident bidder to attach to the bid a copy of the 
Bidder’s resident state’s current laws pertaining to such state’s treatment of 
nonresident contractors. Non-resident bidders must attach to their bid a copy 
9<'+;5'./-'B2*<*2*;3*',+1'9<'67*'06+6*?'3/65?'39:;65?'B+2/07?'B294/;3*?';+6/9;'92'
political subdivision where they are domiciled. If there is no such law where 
they are domiciled, all non-resident bidders shall attach a letter to their bid 
stating that there is no bid preference law where they are domiciled. The bid 
of any non-resident bidder who fails to attach to its bid a copy of its domicile’s 
bid preference law or a letter stating that its domicile has no such bid prefer-
*;3*' ,+1?'17/37*4*2' /0'+BB,/3+.,*?'07+,,'.*'2*D*36*-'+;-';96'39;0/-*2*-'<92'
award.

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all Bidders that minority and women busi-
ness enterprises are solicited to bid on these contracts as prime contractors 
and are encouraged to make inquiries regarding potential subcontracting op-
portunities, equipment, material and/or supply needs.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive 
any informalities or irregularities therein.

Christine Welch, Deputy Director Offi ce of Transportation

6/22/2023, 6/29/2023, 7/6/2023, 7/13/2023
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Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Offi ce of Jackson, the bid must 
be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, July 25, 2023, at which time said bids 
will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street 
(City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

05554-072523 Eighteen-Month Supply of Barlights, Electronic Sirens, Switch 
Boxes, Speakers, Communication Organizers and Security Screens.

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV & WWW.CEN-
TRALBIDDING.COM 

The above must comply with the City’s specifi cations.   Copies of proposal 
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President 
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of 
bid specifi cations are fi led with the City Clerk for public record in accordance 
with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
Public Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As 
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a 
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, 
with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by au-
thority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.   Failure to comply with the 
City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being 
awarded an eligible contract.  For more information on the City’s EBO Pro-
gram, please contact the Offi ce of Economic Development at (601)960-1638.   
Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO 
Program are available with the Offi ce of Economic Development at 218 South 
President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.   The City also reserves 
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  
Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net 
price in accordance with specifi cations.  The award could be according to the 
lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all 
or part of any proposal.  Delivery time may be considered when evaluating 
the bid proposal.   In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that 
the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, 
or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the 
proposal form.  Absence of such statement means the City will make that 
determination during the bid review.

Monica Oliver, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1028/1025
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ture for Mississippi.

Our Values: Hinds Community Col-
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MS Chapter commits itself to 
providing scholarships to young 
ladies in our service area who 
plan to attend HBCUs. To date, 
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Teirra Brown of Jackson, 33, received a certifi cate recognizing receiving her High 
School Equivalency certifi cate from Hinds President Dr. Stephen Vacik. Behind them is 
Kristy Johnson, Director of Adult Education and Training. 

Alisha McMillan of Pearl, 23, celebrated receiving her High School Equivalency certifi -
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Raymond High School announces 
STAR Student & STAR Teacher

Raymond High School senior, Matthew Steadham, has been named STAR 
Student for the 2022-2023 school year by the Mississippi Economic 
Council (MEC) M. B. Swayze Foundation, sponsor of the Student Teacher 
Achievement Recognition (STAR) program. 
 
Established by the Mississippi Economic Council in 1965, the purpose 
of the STAR program is to recognize outstanding students & teachers 
in Mississippi through its Education Celebration. The STAR Student is 
selected based on academic excellence. Both American College Test scores 
and scholastic averages are compared to determine the school’s STAR 
Student.
 
Matthew selected Joshua Strong as his STAR Teacher, recognizing him as 
the teacher who most impacted his high school career. 
 
Matthew achieved a 31 composite and 34 super score on the ACT. He 
is a member of the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society. Matthew is Team 
Captain of the Varsity Baseball team. During his time involved in Air 
Force JROTC, he advanced to the rank of Cadet Major receiving numerous 
awards. Matthew is also a member of the Mississippi Wing of the 
Commemorative Air Force and is currently training to become a pilot. 
 
Upon graduation, Matthew plans to attend Mississippi State University. 
There he will be a member of Shackouls Honor College and pursue a 
degree in Aerospace Engineering. 

Matthew is the son of Timothy and Lorna Steadham, of Terry, MS. 
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