
I f we tried to mak e a list 
of the advantag es of home 
ownership it would surely be 
leng thy. D ifferent folk s have 
different reasons of c ourse, 
but some reasons seem uni-
versal. F inanc ial stability, 
c ontrol in the c ontex t of be-
ing  able to ex pand, g ood long  
term investment ( ac c ording  
to S t. L ouis F ederal R eserve 
home values ac ross the na-
tion g rew 8 0 %  between 2 0 1 2  
and 2 0 2 2 ) , opportunity to 
g row eq uity, inc reased pri-
vacy, federal ta  benefi ts, 
fi ed monthly payment ver
sus rents that seem to k eep 
inc reasing , added sense of 
stability –  all of these are rea-
sons why we desire to own a 
home. 

B uying  a home has long  
been c onsidered to be the 
biggest fi nancial decision 
that we mak e. “ There is 
an emotional side to home 
ownership, partic ularly in 
the U nited S tates –  it’ s often 
bak ed into people’ s vision 
of the future or part of the 
A meric an dream. A nd it does 
feel g ood to own your own 
house;  you c an feel lik e it is 
a home and not j ust a tem-
porary dwelling ,”  per Tom 
F ig g att, president of Portolan 
F inanc ial in New O rleans. 

W hat about pulling  that 
c ritic al downpayment tog eth-
er. S c rimping  and saving , 
for years and years for most 
people, to c ome up with that 
almig hty 2 0 %  down. O ther 
areas of our lives have to be 
trimmed bac k , always fo-
c using  on a household/ fam-
ily budget, so many fi nancial 
and spending  dec isions being  
made while always staying  
foc used on the larg er g oal of 
c ontinuing  to save to be able 
to meet the mortg ag e elig i-
bility req uirements. A lso, 
when g ood dec ision-mak ing  
c an lead to improved c redit 
sc ores, one bad dec ision c an 
strip away those g ains and 
result in a lower c redit sc ore.

F or those that live in ar-
eas that are not thriving  ec o-
nomic ally, the lending  land-
scape is even more diffi cult. 
W hat about wag es –  those 
who labor while earning  
lower wag es, well it will be 
muc h harder to stay on task  
for a downpayment. Those 
who live in areas where their 
inc omes and g roc eries are 
tax ed at hig her rates –  the 
list g oes on –  it c an be suc h 
a battle to be able to set the 
money aside to q ualify for 
home ownership.

ow imagine you fi nally 
g et there. Y ou’ ve done your 
researc h, found a house that 
you endeavor to mak e into 
your home, all the numbers 
are lining  up –  inc ome, debt, 
c redit sc ore, downpayment –  
you are ready to roll, ready 
to elevate, ready to tak e part 
in a part of the A meric an 
D ream, your heart is sing ing , 

and poof, your mortg ag e ap-
plic ation is denied.

I n Marc h 2 0 2 2 , the H ope 
Polic y I nstitute released a 
paper on mortg ag e lend-
ing  patterns, titled:  “ H O PE  
Calls on CF PB  to S treng then 
H MD A  R eporting  to I dentify 
D isc riminatory Mortg ag e 
L ending  Patterns in the D eep 
S outh.”  L ess than two pag es 
long , but oh so hard to read 
–  hard to tak e in the level of 
rac e-based disc rimination 
that H O PE  points out.

F rom H O PE ’ s paper, “ R e-
c ently, the Consumer F i-
nanc ial Protec tion B ureau 
( CF PB )  req uested c omments 
on an upc oming  study of the 
rules and amendments made 
to the H ome Mortg ag e D is-
c losure A c t ( H MD A )  sinc e 
2 0 1 5 . The H MD A  was en-
ac ted in 1 9 7 5  and req uires 
fi nancial institutions to pro
vide data on their mortg ag e 
lending  in order to ensure 
lenders are serving  the hous-
ing  needs in their c ommuni-
ties, to provide data to g uide 
public  and private invest-
ment dec isions, and to iden-
tify disc riminatory patterns 
in mortg ag e lending  and 
prac tic es of mortg ag e lend-
ers that may violate antidis-
c rimination statutes.”

“ H O PE  submitted a c om-
ment in support of the B u-
reau’ s planned rule assess-
ment and to point out some 
areas for study that are es-
pec ially c ritic al to fair lend-
ing  and homeownership 
in the D eep S outh. This is 
evident in the homeowner-
ship g aps between blac k  and 
white households in the D eep 
S outh. D isparities persist at 
every stag e:  orig inations, 
denials, pric ing  and forec lo-
sures re  ecting historic pat
terns of disc rimination and 
the work  that still remains to 
ensure fair housing  opportu-
nities.”

H ere’ s the c omment H O PE  
submitted:  “ I n the D eep 
S outh states of A labama, 
A rk ansas, L ouisiana, Mis-
sissippi and Tennessee there 
is more than a 2 5 %  g ap be-
tween blac k  and white home-
ownership. This g ap has 
widened between 2 0 0 9  and 

To bolster blac k  voter par-
tic ipation and sec ure a g round-
break ing  ac hievement in H ouse 
leadership, a prominent ally of 
the Cong ressional B lac k  Cauc us 
is launc hing  a super PA C with 
ambitious plans to spend tens of 
millions of dollars.

The newly formed org aniz a-
tion, c alled the R olling  S ea A c -
tion F und, will foc us on mobi-
liz ing  blac k  voters and aiding  

emocrats in  ipping the House 
maj ority. The ultimate g oal is to 
elect the fi rst black peaker of 
the H ouse. Nic c ara Campbell-
W allac e, former politic al direc -
tor of the Cong ressional B lac k  
Cauc us PA C, is heading  the ini-
tiative.

W hile the R olling  S ea A c tion 
F und will be alig ned with the 
all-D emoc ratic  Cong ressional 
B lac k  Cauc us, it will operate as 
a “ hybrid PA C.”

This desig nation permits the 
g roup to raise c andidates’  funds 
while maintaining  a separate ac -
c ount to spend unlimited sums 

on advertisements and other 
elec tion-related ex penses.

To seiz e the H ouse maj ority, 
emocrats must  ip fi ve seats 

during  nex t year’ s c ong ressional 
elec tions.

I f ac hieved, H ouse Minority 
L eader H ak eem J effries c ould 
become the nation s fi rst black 
S peak er of the H ouse.

I n an NB C interview before 
the launc h of the R olling  S ea 

A c tion F und, Campbell-W allac e 
e pressed confi dence in the 
g roup’ s ability to ex ec ute a mul-
tiprong ed strateg y in 2 0 2 4  with 
an ex penditure ex c eeding  $ 1 0  
million. This strateg y inc ludes 
advertising  c ampaig ns, in-per-
son org aniz ing  and eng ag ement 
in c ruc ial c ommunities.

The PA C will c onc entrate its 
efforts on distric ts with more 
than 8 %  blac k  voting  ag e popu-

lation, mainly foc using  on the 
most c ompetitive H ouse seats. 
Campbell-W allac e also indic at-
ed the possibility of the g roup’ s 
involvement in primary rac es.

“ W e k now that blac k  vot-
ers are the c ornerstone of the 
D emoc ratic  Party and of pro-
tec ting  A meric an democ rac y,”  
Campbell-W allac e told NB C. 

O n J uly 6 , 2 0 2 3 , 
a maj ority of Mis-
sissippi D emoc ratic  
c ommittee members 
removed party c hair-

man Tyree I rving  and installed 
S tate R epresentative Cheik h 
Taylor, the sec ond term D istric t 
3 8  ( Clay, L owndes, O k tibbeha)  
democ rat as c hairman. W hile 
many mig ht shrink  from this as-
sig nment, in a telephone interview 
with The Mississippi Link on J uly 
1 4 , 2 0 2 3 , Taylor g ave solid indic a-

tions he g rasps the g ravity of the 
position and has hit the g round 
running .

A  lifelong  resident of Mis-
sissippi, Taylor is a g raduate of 
S tark ville H ig h S c hool and H ow-
ard U niversity. W hile in W ashing -
ton, D .C., maj oring  in biolog y and 
minoring  in c hemistry, he had the 
benefi t of work e periences where 
he was immersed in c ultures of ex -
c ellenc e, starting  in the mail room 
at A k in G ump S trauss H auer &  
F eld, L L P, where presidential ad-
visor and former U nited Neg ro 
Colleg e F und E x ec utive D irec -

tor and National U rban L eag ue 
President V ernon J ordan was of 
c ounsel.

L ater he was introduc ed to 
three-term 2 nd Cong ressional 
D istric t R epresentative and U .S . 
S ec retary of A g ric ulture Mik e 
E psy.

D espite the many “ inc redible 
in  uences on his political aspira
tions, there was none probably 
more than S tate R epresentative 
Tyrone E llis, his predec essor in 
D istric t 3 8 .”

Taylor has served as ex ec utive 
director of he Brickfi re ro ect in 

S tark ville for over twenty years. 
Brickfi re was my mother Helen s 

fi rst baby.  have worked there in 
some c apac ity or another sinc e 
middle sc hool.”

he work of Brickfi re cen
ters around dayc are for ag es 1 -5 , 
after-sc hool and summer c amp 
prog ramming  for ag es 5 -1 3 , and 
a c omprehensive mentoring  part-
nership with Mississippi S tate 
U niversity that provides mentors 
for eac h individual c hild. “ W e are 
involved in c ommunity develop-
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The J ac k son Munic ipal A irport A u-
thority ( J MA A )  rec ently announc ed that 
J ac k son-Medg ar W iley E vers I nterna-
tional A irport ( J A N)  has been honored 
as one of the Top 1 0  F avorite D omestic  
A irports of 2 0 2 3  by Travel +  L eisure 
readers. The results were derived from 
“ The W orld’ s B est A wards 2 0 2 3 ”  sur-
vey, c onduc ted by Travel +  L eisure from 
O c tober 2 4 , 2 0 2 2  throug h F ebruary 2 7 , 
2 0 2 3 . The prestig ious rec og nition noted 
at https: / / www.travelandleisure.c om/
best-domestic airports-2 0 2 3 -7 5 5 0 4 1 8 , 
hig hlig hts J A N’ s c ommitment to pro-
viding  ex c eptional servic e, c onvenienc e 
and an outstanding  travel ex perienc e. 

I n Travel +  L eisure’ s annual W orld’ s 
B est A wards survey, readers were ask ed 
to rate their favorite domestic  airports 
based on k ey c riteria suc h as ac c ess, 
c hec k -in/ sec urity, restaurants/ bars, 
shopping  and desig n. W ith a foc us on 
c onvenienc e, inc luding  short sec urity 
lines, abundant park ing , and easy-to-
navig ate terminals, J A N impressed 
travelers and sec ured the 1 0 th position 
on the esteemed list.

“ This rec og nition is a testament to the 
dedic ation and hard work  of the entire 
team and the many partners at J ac k son-
Medg ar W iley E vers I nternational A ir-
port,”  said R osa M. B ec k ett, J MA A  
chief e ecutive offi cer. e do not take 
our g oal to ‘ B e the A irport of Choic e’  
lig htly and are work ing  c losely with our 
airlines and other airport partners to 
enhanc e fac ilities, amenities, and ac c es-
sibility to provide the best in c ustomer 
ex perienc es here at J A N.”

W e enc ourag e c ustomers to indulg e 
in our delic ious, national, and loc ally-

 avored cuisines and beverages avail
able at the R iverbank s B ar &  G rill 
( W est Conc ourse, open from 6 : 0 0  a.m. 
until  minutes after the last  ight , the 
S unR ise Café  ( E ast Conc ourse, open 
from 5 : 0 0  a.m. until 1 1 : 0 0  a.m.) , and 
the S amuel A dams J ac k son B rewhouse 
( E ast Conc ourse, open from 9 : 3 0  a.m. 
until the last departure) .

J MA A  is proud to offer a vast array 
of daily air servic e from J A N to the 
larg est g lobal hubs, with hundreds of 
c onnec tions, worldwide.

D elta A ir L ines ( D L ) , c elebrating  9 4  
years in J ac k son, will operate up to six  

 daily  ights to the world s  hub 
airport of A tlanta ( A TL ) . S outhwest 
A irlines ( W N)  returned to J A N in 2 0 2 1 , 
and now  ies up to seven   ights 
daily to A tlanta, B altimore/ W ashing ton 
( B W I ) , H ouston ( H O U ) , and week end 
 ights to rlando C , with hun

dreds of c onnec tions beyond these k ey 
airports.

A meric an A irlines ( A A )  has in-
c reased servic e to their D allas/ F t. W orth 
( D F W )  and Charlotte ( CL T)  hubs and 
c ontinue the nonstop to the nation’ s 
c apital airport, W ashing ton-R eag an Na-
tional ( D CA ) . A ll totaled, A meric an has 
up to nine  daily  ights on peak days. 
U nited ( U A )  operates three ( 3 )  daily 
 ights to Houston Bush H , with 
 ights to si   continents from there. 

This rec og nition hig hlig hts J A N’ s 
c ommitment to ex c ellenc e. A s one of 
the Top 1 0  favorite D omestic  A irports 
of 2 0 2 3 , J A N will c ontinue to prioritiz e 
the needs of its passeng ers, offering  a 
seamless and enj oyable travel ex peri-
ence. hank you for  ying , our 
Connec tion to the W orld!

Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers 
International Airport (JAN) 

named one of Travel + Leisure 
Readers’ Top 10 Favorite 
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S he further stressed that the initiative would 
c onsistently empower and mobiliz e blac k  vot-
ers, ensuring  representation and inc lusivity in 
A meric an politic s.

The Cong ressional B lac k  Cauc us c omprises 
several newer members who rec ently won tig htly 
c ontested rac es. The members inc lude E milia 
S yk es of O hio, D on D avis of North Carolina, 
L auren U nderwood of I llinois, J ahana H ayes of 
Connec tic ut, L uc y Mc B ath of G eorg ia, Colin 
A llred of Tex as and S teven H orsford of Nevada.

Meanwhile, R epublic ans have also tried to 
diversify their roster of H ouse c andidates, with 
c andidates of c olor and women c ontributing  to 
their suc c ess in the 2 0 2 0  H ouse rac es.

NB C News noted that, despite blac k  voters’  
overwhelming  support for D emoc rats, rec ent 
polling  indic ates a slig ht dec line in the party’ s 
imag e among  this demog raphic .

Campbell-W allac e believes the R olling  S ea 
A c tion F und’ s “ always-on”  approac h will help 
maintain blac k  voter eng ag ement. S he pointed to 
President J oe B iden’ s and V ic e President K amala 
H arris’  initiatives on unemployment, infrastruc -
ture and student loans, as well as their signifi-
c anc e as representatives for their c ommunities.

W hile the g roup’ s primary foc us is rec laiming  
the H ouse maj ority and elec ting  H ak eem J effries 
as speak er, Campbell-W allac e ac k nowledg ed the 
underrepresentation of blac k  women in the S en-
ate.

S he further hig hlig hted the pursuits of Con-
g ressional B lac k  Cauc us members running  for 
higher offices, such as California Rep. Barbara 
L ee’ s bid for the S enate. Campbell-W allac e left 
the matter open when ask ed about her potential 
involvement in primary rac es, stating , “ W e’ ll 
see.”

2 0 1 9 , with Mississippi and Tennes-
see ex perienc ing  a seven-perc ent-
ag e point inc rease during  this time. 
Mississippi’ s B lac k  homeownership 
rate has not only not rec overed from 
the G reat R ec ession, it has steadi-
ly fallen every year in the dec ade 
sinc e to its lowest point in 1 4  years;  
as j ust one reason why, in Missis-
sippi, B lac k  borrowers earning  over 
$ 1 5 0 ,0 0 0  ex perienc e a denial rate 
( 3 4 % )  that is hig her than for white 
borrowers earning  between $ 3 1 ,0 0 0  
and $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  ( 2 1 % ) .”  S ee c hart 
above.

H O PE  is in the trenc hes, and they 
mak e their c ase with data, not emo-
tional appeals.

O n J une 2 9 , 2 0 2 3 , the Consumer 
F inanc ial Protec tion B ureau sub-
mitted its F air L ending  A nnual R e-
port to Cong ress. The top line of the 
report stated, “ I n 2 0 2 2 , the CF PB ’ s 
fair lending  work  c entered on the 
c onsumers and c ommunities most 
affec ted by unlawful disc rimina-
tion.”  F urther on in CF PB ’ s report 
it states,”  A s the CF PB  reiterated in 
c onj unc tion with the release of our 
j oint statement with the D epartment 
of J ustic e, F ederal Trade Commis-
sion, and U .S . E q ual E mployment 

O pportunity Commission, we will 
hold c reditors and servic e provid-
ers ac c ountable for fully c omplying  
with fair lending  and other federal 
consumer financial laws, regard-
less of the tec hnolog y they c hoose 
to use.”

“ The CF PB  also c ontinues to 
fight against bias in home apprais-
als and redlining . F amilies and en-
tire c ommunities are harmed by bi-
ased, inac c urate appraisals, as well 
as g eog raphic  disc rimination, or 
redlining . W hether it tak es the form 
of ex c luding  neig hborhoods with 
c ertain demog raphic s from main-
stream c redit or targ eting  them with 
predatory produc ts, the CF PB  is 
c ombatting  these unlawful prac tic es 
to ac hieve meaning fully restorative 
outc omes for the affec ted c onsum-
ers and c ommunities.”

The Mississippi Link newspaper 
will k eep an eye on this issue mov-
ing  forward, and we already k now 
that H O PE  is c onstantly watc hing  
out.

The forty page report can be 
viewed at https://s3.amazonaws.
com/files.consumerfinance.gov/f/
documents/cfpb_fair-lending-re-
port_2023-06.pdf.

ment, c ommunity arts, planned urban development 
housing , work ing  with folk s from the loc al housing  
authority to transition to home ownership, as well as 
new c onstruc tion. W e have hosted blues festivals, 
and a prog ram c alled B lue Marble whic h attrac ts 
artists from around the world –  g lobal music ians, 
A fric an stilt-walk ers, Native A meric an music ians 
and artisans –  we bring  the world perspec tive to 
S tark ville where the c hildren c an g ain an apprec ia-
tion for diversity.”

H e believes that his arts and sc ienc es pedig ree has 
served him well in his c areer, espec ially the aspec ts 
of researc h, thoroug hness and attention to the small-
est details. He is confident, skilled, a good commu-
nic ator, and realistic  about the task  at hand. “ I ’ m a 
very spiritual person and I  c ertainly believe in di-
vine intervention,”  only lending  more to his appeal.

W hen ask ed about the g eneral elec tion, Tuesday, 
November 7 th, less than four months away, Taylor 
was hig hly optimistic  about D emoc ratic  opportuni-
ties up and down the tic k et.

“ W e have an amaz ing  and dedic ated staff, and we 
are work ing  hard all over the state. W e’ re g oing  to 
install a time ticker in the office to have that constant 
reminder –  primaries are on A ug ust 8 th, and so there 
is an urg enc y to our work , and muc h of my foc us 
will be on bring ing  funding  to the state. W e need to 
reenerg iz e relationships inside the state. A  big  part 
of my role is that of being a unifier.”

W hen ask ed about barriers to prog ress, and the 
ug ly politic s of disinformation and misinformation, 
Chairman Taylor indic ated, “ W e will respond with 
fac ts, and I  think  that is ex ac tly what the D emo-
c ratic  c ampaig ns around the state are doing  now. I  

don’ t think  D emoc rats in Mississippi are really ac -
c ustomed to pushing  bac k  –  c halleng ing  these myths 
and misnomers. W e don’ t operate from a position of 
fear, and in fac t we have a strong  ex ec utive rec ord. 
W e are c oming  from a position of fearlessness, so 
they will be c halleng ed at every c orner and there will 
be pushbac k .

“ E ven rig ht now, there is talk  about j ob c reation, 
but the real story is about our j ob loss –  our hospitals, 
our healthc are systems, etc . I t’ s shameful bec ause 
we have had opportunities for a long  time, and dur-
ing  the last leg islative session there was $ 1 0 0  mil-
lion B and-A id money that c ould have been used to 
ex pand Medic aid.”

H e went on to stress the perils of a one-party sys-
tem, a supermaj ority that is foc used on power and 
not on the everyday lives of all Mississippians, and 
c ertainly not on poor Mississippians. “ E very rac e is 
important to us. There is no suc h thing  in our party as 
a small rac e. O ur approac h ac ross the state is rooted 
in c ommon sense;  we are foc using  on j ob c reation 
versus j ob loss, we are foc using  on real solutions 
versus B and-A ids.”

H e said, “ W hile there are c ertainly fring e mem-
bers of the R epublic an party, there are many others 
who want to see our state’ s rec overy –  I  would ar-
g ue that most R epublic ans want to be more c entered 
on their polic ies but are afraid to say so. They c an’ t 
move on to healthc are ex pansion bec ause they don’ t 
k now what to c all it.

“ O ur j ob is to g et to work  and show real results, 
not rhetoric . W e’ re g oing  to be steadfast about g et-
ting  results and then look ing  at the benc hmark s so 
we c an show the public  the truth.”



Nestled within the Pearson Community of 
Pearl, Mississippi is Camp Pioneer. This non-
profi t Christian camp recently held its one week 

 summer camp for youth ages . outh 
set out to learn the abundant life by developing 
their spiritual and social potential.

he  cost for the week comprised three 
meals a day, housing in the cabins, hour su
pervision and all the activities provided. outh 
boosted their energy levels while fi shing, hiking, 
boat riding, swimming and crafting. hey took 
advantage of Bible class, music class, campfi re 
and organi ed sports and games. lympic ay, 
scavenger hunts and a cookout were also locked 
into their week long ourney.

Camp ioneer is a ministry that makes gen
erational change. Camp leadership relies on the 
scriptural verse, ohn   came that they 
might have life and have it abundantly .” ccord
ing to fi eld representative isa C. illis, Camp 
ust keeps getting better. e are  years old but 

remain geared to the times though  anchored to 
the Rock e teach the bundant iving ife
style. e keep current with the things our youth 
like to do and topics that interest them.”

illis made it known that discrimination has 
no place at Camp ioneer. ost who attend, 
however, are frican mericans, Hispanics and 
Caucasians. f the  youth we served this 
year, there were some challenges  but many ac
cepted the ord as avior or made choices to do 
better in their walk with the ord. hat is our 
goal every year, mi ed in with a whole lot of 
fun,” she said.

Tidiness was an added dimension of this 
year s camp. ot only did tidiness come into 
play, but youth demonstrated how much they 
had grown in knowledge of biblical precepts, 
scriptural memori ation and games. hey were 
awarded for their efforts and named the Cabin of 
the eek, if they met the camp s re uirements.

Camp ioneer was started in  by the Rev. 
rwin and Ruth edel.  graduate of oody 

Bible nstitute and heaton College, Rev. e
del held the fi rst few camping sessions at iney 

oods chool. he present campsite  io
neer Road, earl, iss.  was previously a night 
club which was closed down by the county sher
iff. The site remained unused for some time. 

nder the leadership of the edels, the site 
was purchased by ioneer ospel ission 
which was at the time the parent organi ation of 
Camp ioneer. rom the beginning, the edels 
sought to bring the ospel to the minorities in 
the outh. hey developed many leaders in the 
process. Committed families dedicated them
selves to working with the edels in ministry.

n  the edels were called to work at 
Carver Bible nstitute in tlanta. aurice and 

nn Bingham, former camp counselors, had 
worked with the edels for some years and as
sumed leadership in  that continued until 

. hen in , Ronald Bingham onna , 
son of aurice and nn Bingham, assumed 
leadership.

he organi ational name of the ministry has 
come to be known as ioneer inistries, nc. 

, and Ronald Bingham has been the e ecu
tive director since . any lives have been 
impacted as a result of the numerous programs 
implemented by the Bingham team.

Camp ioneer s vision is to prepare young 
people to serve Christ in their communities and 
to become self supporting, upstanding and con
tributing citi ens. t the same time, we envision 
families as the focal point within the commu
nity. e see the family as the stabili ing and 
supportive force which enhances the efforts of 
our Christian environment.”

The mission of Camp Pioneer is to provide 
and facilitate teaching, training and leadership 
development venues in the camp environment in 
order to advance the Christian faith in local and 
e tended communities.

To learn more, contact Lisa C . W illis. C ell – 
7 7 3-37 0-1 7 24, or visit www.pioneerministries.
org.

C

Camp Pioneer promotes 
spiritual and social potential 

at 2023 summer camp

 By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer
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S TA TE

A  federal j udg e has dismissed a 
lawsuit fi led by a ississippi woman 
who says she was hit by a stray police 
bullet while lying in bed.

atasha mith, , was in bed on 
ec.  when an offi cer from the 

state run Capitol olice fi red several 
bullets at a suspect running through 
her ackson apartment comple , ac
cording to her federal complaint.  
stray bullet entered mith s apartment 
and struck her arm. mith, who said 
her teenage daughter was home dur
ing the episode, was taken to a hos
pital.

n pril, mith sued ississippi 
ublic afety Commissioner ean 
indell and Capitol olice Chief Bo 
uckey, arguing that police offi cers 

under their watch violated her con
stitutional rights by acting with de
liberate indifference” for her life. he 
also claimed that indell and uckey 
failed to properly train offi cers.

n a ednesday ruling, . . is
trict udge om ee granted indell 
and uckey s re uest to dismiss the 
lawsuit, writing that they cannot be 
liable because they are not alleged to 
have participated in the shooting inci
dent and because state offi cials cannot 
be sued for violations of state law in 
federal court.

indell told the news outlet that the 
offi cer was initially placed on leave 
but later returned to active duty after 
an internal investigation determined 
the offi cer did not break any laws.

 spokesperson for indell did not 
immediately respond to a re uest for 
comment.

mith s attorney, ennis weet , 
said in a phone interview that he and 

mith are considering an appeal.
e re disappointed,” weet said. 

he truth is they went into the com
munity, there was a high speed chase, 
a lady in bed got shot, and there is no 
recourse. nd that s going to be the 
new police force in ackson.”

ffi cers from the Capitol olice 
have been patrolling around state 
government buildings in and near 

downtown, while the ackson olice 
epartment patrols the entire city.  

new ississippi law would e pand 
the patrol territory of the Capitol o
lice department within ackson. Crit
ics say Capitol olice are aggressive 
and e panding the territory could en
danger lives in the ma ority black city.

mith is black. Her complaint said 
the Capitol olice use disproportion
ate and unnecessary force against f
rican merican citi ens.”

embers of the ma ority white and 
Republican controlled egislature 
said they passed the law to improve 
safety in ackson, which has had more 
than  homicides for each of the past 
three years. . . istrict udge Henry 

ingate has temporarily blocked the 
law from taking effect.

n ednesday, the same day ee 
dismissed mith s lawsuit, the . . 

epartment of ustice said it was 
seeking to oin a federal lawsuit the 

C  fi led against the state to 
block the new law.

Michael G oldberg is a corps mem-
ber for the A ssociated P ress/R eport 
for A merica S tatehouse N ews I nitia-
tive. Report for America is a nonprofi t 
national service program that places 
j ournalists in local newsrooms to re-
port on undercovered issues. F ollow 
him on Twitter at https://twitter.com/
mikergoldberg.

ecretary of tate ichael atson 
announces the newest elections relat
ed resource, y lection ay, devel
oped to improve each ississippian s 
personal election e perience.

e remain committed to educat
ing all ississippians on the elec
tions process and understanding 
their rights as voters. hrough y 

lection ay, a ississippi voter will 
receive personali ed data to ensure 
a smooth lection ay process from 
beginning to end, whether voting in
person or absentee,” said ecretary 

ichael atson.
ocated on the homepage of all

ote.ms, y lection ay includes 
two key features  an opportunity to 
receive election information tailored 
to your address and a method to track 
an absentee or affi davit ballot.

pon entering a specifi c address, 
ississippi voters can receive per

sonali ed election information, in
cluding a sample ballot specifi c to 
the address, polling place location, 
deadlines for upcoming elections, 
and a list of the current elected offi 
cials from federal down to county.  
link to the ississippi egislature s 
website containing the contact infor
mation for your state senators and 
representatives is also supplied.

bsentee ffi davit ballot tracking 

is another feature available on y 
lection ay, not only as a resource 

for ississippians, but as an addi
tional election security measure. or 
those eligible to vote absentee or who 
vote by affi davit, each step of the pro
cess may be monitored from the time 
the application has been received to 
what happens with the ballot after 

lection ay.
s a reminder, ississippi s  

rimary lection ay is uesday, 
ugust , . n order to be eligi

ble to vote in this election, ississip
pians must be registered by uly , 

.
F or q uestions, contact our E lec-

tions D ivision at ( 8 00)  8 29 -67 8 6, 
email E lectionsA nswers@ sos.
ms.gov, o r visit Y allV ote.ms.

s of onday, uly , , the 
tatewide lection anagement 
ystem  reported a total of 
,  absentee ballots re uested, 
,   absentee ballots sent, and 

,  absentee ballots received in the 
state of ississippi for the  ri
mary lection. 

s a reminder, the re uested total 
re  ects the number of ississippi 
voters who have re uested an absen
tee ballot through their local Circuit 
Clerk s ffi ce. he sent total re  ects 
the number of absentee ballots sent 
to voters from Circuit Clerk ffi ces. 

he received total re  ects the num
ber of completed absentee ballots re
turned to Circuit Clerk ffi ces. 

dditional Reminders
 ississippians who have re uest

ed an absentee ballot may track their 
ballot utili ing the y lection ay 
ballot tracker.

 ll mail in absentee ballots must 
be postmarked by lection ay u
gust  and received within fi ve busi
ness days of lection ay in order to 

count.
 he Resolution Board can begin 

processing absentee ballots at the 
opening of the polls on lection ay 

 a.m. . 
 County election offi cials can tab

ulate ballots at the closing of the polls 
on lection ay  p.m. .

F or q uestions regarding absentee 
voting, please contact our E lections 
D ivision at E lectionsA nswers@ sos.
ms.gov, call the E lections H otline at 
1 - 8 00-8 29 -67 8 6, or visit Y allV ote.ms.

he ississippi ourism ssocia
tion , the state s voice of tour
ism for over  years, is pleased to 
announce its elected board of offi cers 
for . isit ackson s resi
dent  C , Rickey higpen, h. ., 
has been selected to serve as the state 
association s president elect effective 
uly .

or the past  years, r. Rickey . 
higpen has served in multiple man

agement positions within the admin
istrative and marketing disciplines. 

ince ebruary , , he has served 
as president  C .

higpen is a member of numerous 
professional organi ations, includ
ing estinations nternational, where 
he serves as an association e ecu
tive board member and co chairman 
of its C  iversity and nclusion 
sub committee. He is a member of 
the . . ravel ssociation Board of 

irectors, reater ackson Chamber 
artnership Board of irectors, and 

the owntown ackson artners d
visory Board. He also serves as an 
offi cer of the Capital rea ourism 

ssociation.
higpen is also engaged civically, 

including Rotary nternational  ack
son Chapter,  Black en of ack
son, nc., ississippi alley tate 

niversity ational lumni ssocia
tion ife ember , reater eader
ship ackson lumni ssociation, 

lpha oundation, nc. ice Chair
man , and a ife ember of lpha 

hi lpha raternity, nc., where he 
served as the th ississippi istrict 

irector.
Rickey is a native of ackson, 

ississippi. He holds a baccalaure
ate degree in computer science from 

ississippi alley tate niversity, 
a master s degree in leadership from 
Belhaven niversity, and a h. . 
degree in organi ational leadership 
from the Chicago chool of rofes
sional sychology.

n  higpen was named is
sissippi ourism ssociation s em
ber of the ear. higpen has appeared 
multiple times in B lack Meetings 
&  Tourism maga ine as one of the 
most in  uential frican mericans 
in the tourism industry. n , r. 

higpen received its coveted  
ward and was featured on its cover 

in . higpen was recogni ed by 
the vents ndustry Council in  
and was honored to receive its ocial 
mpact ward.

higpen is a Cade Chapel ission
ary Baptist Church member, serving 
on the music staff and public relations 
ministry. Rickey higpen s mission 
is to be a lifelong learner dedicated 
to imparting knowledge to, uplifting, 
and empowering those he is so fortu
nate to in  uence.”

MVSU alum and Visit Jackson’s Thigpen 
to serve on Executive Board of Mississippi 

Tourism Association as president elect

The Mississippi Link
2659 Livingston Road • Jackson MS, 39213

601-896-0084 • www.mississippilink.com

$ 64
2 y ea r

su b scr iption

$ 32
1  y ea r

su b scr iption

$ 9 6
3 y ea r

su b scr iption

Tha nk y ou  f or  y ou r  or d er . O r d er  a  su b scr iption f or  a  f r iend !

 1  y ea r         2 y ea r            3 y ea r

Na me

A d d r ess

C ity , Sta te, Z ip

Phone

e-Ma il

Subscribe TODAY

CHECK 
ONE

Secretary Watson 
announces “My 

Election Day” tool

2023 Primary Election 
Absentee Report

www.themississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 5JULY 20 - 26, 2023

Federal judge dismissed lawsuit 
against police by woman hit

by stray bullet

Sweet

Thigpen

 The Mississippi Link [USPS 017224] is published weekly 
by The Mississippi Link, Inc. Offi ces located at 2659 
Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. Mailing address 
is P.O. Box 11307, Jackson, MS 39283-1307 or e-mail 
us at: publisher@mississippilink.com; Please visit our 
website at: www.mississippilink.com. Phone: (601) 896-
0084, Fax 896-0091, out of state 1-800-748-9747. Peri-
odical Postage Rate Paid at Jackson, MS. 

Deadline: The deadline for submitting items to be consid-
ered for publication is Tuesday at 10 a.m.

Subscriptions are $32 per year; $64 for two years or $96 
for three years.

Postmaster: 
Send all address changes to The Mississippi Link, 
P.O. Box 11307, Jackson, MS 39283-1307.

Advertising: For all advertising information, 
please call (601) 896-0084.

The Mississippi Link accepts no responsibility for un-
solicited materials and in general does not return them 
to sender. Manuscripts and photographs submitted for 
publication are welcome by The Mississippi Link, but no 
responsibility can be taken for sources considered to be 
authoritative, because the publication cannot guarantee 
their accuracy. Reproduction or use, without permission, 
of editorial or graphic content, is prohibited.

 The Mississippi Link TM

Volume 29 • Number 40
July 20 - 26, 2023

© copyright 2023. All rights reserved.

Publisher.................................................Jackie Hampton
Copy Editor.............................................Minnie Garrett
Sports Editor ..........................................Tim Ward
Graphics..................................................Marcus Johnson
Photographers........................................Kevin Bradley & Jay Johnson

Member:

 By Michael Goldberg
Associated Press/Report for America

MVSU newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire



On July 16, Reverend Jesse Louis 
Jackson announced that he would 
pivot from his role as president of 
the National Rainbow Coalition to 
become a university professor and 
advisor to his successor, the Rev-
erend Frederick Douglas Haynes 
III, an activist and the pastor of 
Friendship-West Baptist Church 
in Dallas. This announcement, ac-
companied by a laudatory speech 
from Vice President Kamala Har-
ris, should have been front-page 
news. Instead, except for the Chi-
cago newspapers, Jackson’s resig-
nation from the group he founded 
in 1971 garnered very little nation-
al news. 

However, Rev. Jackson’s transi-
tion from leadership was big news 
to the people who worked on his 
1984 and 1988 Presidential cam-
paigns.

A couple hundred Jackson 
delegates and campaign work-
ers gathered for a reunion at the 
PUSH headquarters July 14-16 
to reminisce and celebrate Jack-
son’s decades of leadership. The 
man whose mantra was “Keep 
hope alive” offered hope to those 
disheartened by the recent rise in 
racism, virulent anti-blackness, 
legislative and judicial hostility re-
sulting in attacks on voting rights 
and the reversal of affi rmative ac
tion.

Jackson has not disappeared 
from the national scene. Instead, 
too many want to write Rev. Jack-
son off, just as they have attempted 
to write off history. The sentiment 
to ignore Jackson is the same senti-
ment that has allowed truth-deniers 
to introduce legislation outlawing 
teaching about race in forty-four 
states. Thanks to Jackson cam-
paign veterans, though, the world 
will learn that biased journalists 
cannot bury either history or hope. 
At a time when state legislators 
and Supreme Court justices have 
attacked voting rights, Jackson’s 
legacy in registering more voters 
than any other single individual in 
history is unassailable.

And who can deny Jesse Jack-
son’s international impact – from 
his rescue of Lt. Robert Goodman 
from Syria through his work on the 
anti-apartheid movement and his 
relationship with Nelson Mandela? 
His international reach is re  ected 
in his participation in this year’s 
PUSH conference, which includes 
delegates from several African 
countries, the Caribbean and Eu-
rope. 

His peers in the civil rights 
movement sent tributes of recogni-
tion. They came from the National 
Urban League’s Marc Morial to 
the National Action Network’s Al 
Sharpton, to tweets from Presi-
dents Bill Clinton and Joe Biden 
to Chicago’s mayor Brandon John-

son, appreciation rained down on 
Rev. Jackson.

Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Secretary Marcia Fudge de-
fi ned H  as to press upon a 
thing with force to move it away, to 
move something in a specifi ed way 
by exerting force.” She noted that 
PUSH has been a force for justice, 
a force against the barriers of rac-
ism. There are setbacks, she said, 
to be sure. But as long as that force 
is there, there will be change.

That the United States Vice 
President traveled to Chicago to 
salute Jackson crystallizes his 
importance to the nation and the 
world. Kamala Harris shared how 
important Jackson has been to her 
life and career and said she would 
not be vice-president were it not 
for Jackson’s work.

Others shared similar tributes, 
and I, too, have a testimony. I met 
ackson fi rst in  as an ssence 

Magazine intern and later worked 
on the 1984 campaign. I vividly re-
member his assertion in his speech 
at the Moscone Center that “God 
isn t fi nished with me yet.” ndeed, 
since 1984, God has continued to 
mold, shape and bless Rev. Jack-
son.

Jackson isn’t giving rousing 
speeches anymore. But he still 
brings us to our feet. He doesn’t 
shout. The Parkinson’s he has 
battled since 2017 has reduced his 
mighty roar to a whisper. But his 
whisper is that of hope and his-
tory. “Keep hope alive,” he tells 
assembled delegates. “I am some-
body,” he quietly encourages the 
crowd in his trademark chant. And 
the delegates engage in the tradi-
tional call and response, amplify-
ing Rev’s voice, reminding him 
that while illness may have muted 
his voice, those who appreciate his 
contribution to history are ready to 
receive the baton he is passing and 
confront the evil forces that would 
eradicate our rights. As long as 
we can chant back, keeping hope 
alive, Rev. Jesse Jackson’s place in 
history is secure. He inspires the 
nation and the world. Those who 
appreciate the Jackson legacy will 
not allow hope or history to be bur-
ied.

D r. J ulianne Malveaux  is an 
economist,  author and D ean of the 
C ollege of E thnic S tudies at C al 
S tate LA . J uliannemalveaux .com

A Michigan jury has deemed a hand-
written note by the late Queen of Soul, 

retha ranklin, her offi cial last will 
and testament.

The jury rendered its decision after 
an intense legal battle that pitted family 
members against one another over the 
inheritance of the legendary singer’s 
estate.

In the fall of 2019, Franklin’s niece 
made a remarkable discovery while 
rummaging through the corners of the 
singer’s suburban Detroit home.

Nestled beneath a couch cushion, she 
stumbled upon a cache of three hand-
written documents.

Among them was a particularly sig-
nifi cant piece from , which would 
ultimately take center stage in the 
courtroom drama.

Franklin’s two sons, Kecalf and Ed-
ward Franklin, enlisted the assistance 
of their legal representatives to cham-
pion the cause of the 2014 note, ardently 
contending that it should supersede a 
separate will crafted in 2010.

Their brother, Ted White II, stood 
fi rm, citing the  will, safeguarded 
under lock and key within the confi nes 
of Franklin’s sprawling home.

The crux of the contentious dispute 
lay in the divergent provisions outlined 
in the two con  icting wills.

The 2014 note stipulated that Kecalf 
and Franklin’s grandchildren would in-
herit her prestigious Bloomfi eld Hills, 
Michigan residence.

The 2014 will, in contrast, conspicu-
ously omits the requirement that the 
sons obtain a certifi cate or degree in 
business, which was a requirement in 
the 2010 version.

Both wills bestowed upon Frank-
lin s four sons the privilege of benefi t

ing from her vast musical royalties and 
copyrights, ensuring their ongoing con-
nection to her enduring legacy.

Franklin’s fourth son, Clarence 
Franklin, reportedly resides in an as-
sisted living facility and wasn’t in-
volved in the litigation.

The courtroom saga captivated the 
nation as fans and legal experts awaited 
the jury’s verdict.

After carefully weighing the evidence 
and considering the merits of both sides’ 
arguments, the Michigan jury validated 
the handwritten note as binding.

uring the Civil ar in , Hel
ena, Arkansas, located in the South and 
under Union occupation, provided ref-
uge to runaway slaves, becoming a safe 
haven for them. The city also served as 
a training ground for various regiments 
comprised of colored soldiers.

In the 1940s and 1950s, Helena trans-
formed into a thriving blues communi-
ty,  ourishing as a bustling port town 
along the Mississippi River. According 
to the city s offi cial website, musicians 
from all corners of the South would 
make a stop in Helena, contributing to 
its vibrant music scene.

To this day, Helena remains the 
proud host of the nation’s longest-run-
ning blues radio show, King Biscuit 
Time. The show played a crucial role 
in launching the careers of numerous 
renowned musicians.

Presently known as Helena-West-
Helena, the city serves as the county 
seat for Phillips County and is home to 
a population of slightly over 9,000 peo-
ple, predominantly African Americans.

And typical of black communities 
across the country, Helena-West Hel-
ena has its share of problems that arise 
from discrimination.

Today, as blistering heat beats down 
on Helena, the city faces a water crisis 
and meaningful state, and federal aid 
has remained elusive.

As the city braces for more scorching 
temperatures, the mercury expected 
to reach a sweltering 98 degrees next 
week, it has grappled with a dire water 
shortage for the past three weeks.

Aid has been slow to arrive, leaving 
the community to rely on bottled water 
for their daily needs. The root cause of 
Helena-West Helena’s water woes lies 
in its aging infrastructure, with pipes 
dating back at least 60 years, which 
have been bursting throughout the city.

Mayor Christopher Franklin ex-
pressed his concerns in an NBC News 
interview.

“Some of the problems are about in-
frastructure being neglected over the 
years. It’s just been a systemic failure,” 
Franklin said.

The crisis reached its tipping point 
on June 25 when a major water line 
broke, causing the city’s computer op-
erating system that runs the water plant 
to fail automatically. As a result, the 
predominantly black community en-
dured a grueling 20-hour period with-
out water in scorching temperatures of 

up to 97 degrees.
Since then, the city has been under a 

boil water alert, which remains in ef-
fect due to leaks sprouting from vari-
ous compromised parts of the infra-
structure.

ccording to BC ews, city offi 
cials estimate that the cost of repairing 
the antiquated piping system ranges 
from $1 million to $10 million.

Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders issued 
a $100,000 loan to help address the 
leaks in the primary water system, but 
Franklin and his chief of staff, James 

alley, deemed it insuffi cient to resolve 
the issue.

Although water service had been 
partially restored, low pressure and 
new leaks persist. Franklin has tire-
lessly sought aid from state and federal 
authorities but claims that his pleas 
have fallen on deaf ears.

Speaking truth to power, Franklin 
also wasn’t afraid to express his frus-
tration.

“In America, where people have the 
right to good, quality drinking water, 
the federal government should be run-
ning aid to provide that,” he told NBC.

“Instead, there’s no sense of urgency 
for us. I mean, why would it be? We’re 
black. There’s no urgency until they 
want our vote. And that’s what’s hap-
pening here. What else are we left to 
think?”

The mayor called upon Arkansas’ 
two Republican senators, Tom Cot-
ton and John Boozman, both of whom 
failed to provide a satisfactory response 
to the crisis.

While Cotton sent an aide to assess 

the situation, Boozman is scheduled to 
send one soon.

However, Franklin stressed that what 
his city truly needs is immediate ac-
cess to resources and a comprehensive 
solution, not just visits from represen-
tatives.

Acknowledging the assistance pro-
vided by entities such as the Arkan-
sas National Guard, the Red Cross, 
Walmart and Dollar General in offer-
ing support and bottled water, Franklin 
said he worried that if those organiza-
tions are the sole sources of help, the 
city will face a long, scorching sum-
mer.

Others have questioned why substan-
tive and timely aid has been slow to 
materialize, citing similar delays ex-
perienced in other predominate Afri-
can-American communities like Flint, 
Michigan and Jackson, Mississippi.

In his seven months as mayor, Frank-
lin said he has focused on revitalizing 
the city by demolishing 90 abandoned 
homes to eliminate blight and attract 
residents back to the area.

He said he sees this as an opportuni-
ty to replace the aging water lines that 
lie beneath those houses. However, the 
water crisis has not been the only chal-
lenge for Franklin.

Since defeating a white incumbent 
in the mayoral race, Franklin said he’s 
encountered racism, including death 
threats, property intrusions and social 
media attacks.

“I’m not arguing about a football 
game. I’m arguing about the quality of 
life for black people and all the people 
in this inner city,” Franklin stated.

NATIONAL
6 •  THE MISSISSIPPI LINK  www.themississippilink.comJULY 20 - 26, 2023

Once a safe haven for escaped 
slaves, small Arkansas town suffers 

water crisis amidst heatwave

Aretha Franklin’s handwritten note 
validated as her will by Michigan jury

The retirement of Rev. 
Jesse Jackson: You can’t 

bury hope or history

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior National  C orrespondent

As typical of black communities across the country, Helena-West Helena has its 
share of problems that arise from discrimination.

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior National  C orrespondent
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NNPA News W ire C ol u mnist



In today’s competitive youth 
sports landscape, injuries are 
common, and when they do oc-
cur, young athletes are often 
pressured to play through the 
pain.

“The back-to-school sea-
son is prime time for foot and 
ankle injuries from fall sports 
like soccer, football and cross 
country,” says Richard Baker, 
DPM, FACFAS, a foot and an-
kle surgeon and Fellow Mem-
ber of the American College 
of Foot and Ankle Surgeons 
( ACFAS) . “Fortunately, there 
are many steps parents, coaches 
and young athletes can take to 
prevent injuries from occurring 
in the fi rst place and to discour
age kids from playing through 
pain.”

Here are eight play-it-safe tips 
from the foot and ankle surgeon 
members of ACFAS to help pre-
vent injuries and to treat them 
properly when they do occur.

1. Get a pre-season checkup. 
A pre-season medical evalua-
tion can help identify whether 
your child could possibly ben-
efi t from using an orthotic or 
wearing a supportive ankle 
brace while playing. This is 
especially important for those 
with previous sprains and inju-
ries.

2. Start the season with new 
shoes. Old shoes can wear down 
and become uneven, causing 
the ankle to tilt. And, as your 
child’s feet may have grown be-
tween seasons, their old shoes 
may not fi t. he smart move 
is to replace athletic shoes at 
the start of each season. While 
children under 10 should wear 
all-purpose sports shoes, older 
youth athletes should wear 
sport specifi c footwear.

3 . Train for the season. It’s 
important that your child’s feet 
and ankles are accustomed to 
the level of activity required for 
the sport. Adequate condition-
ing in the off-season can help 
maintain a player’s ability to 
meet these demands, reducing 
their risk of injury and improv-
ing their performance during 
the season.

4. Encourage warmup exer-
cises. Calf stretches and light 
jogging before competition help 
warm up ligaments and blood 
vessels, reducing injury risk.

. Check fi elds for dips, div
ots and holes. Ninety percent 
of ankle sprains are due to poor 
playing conditions. That’s why 
some surgeons recommend 
walking the fi eld, especially in 
non-professional settings like 
public parks, looking for spots 
that could catch a player’s foot. 

lert coaching offi cials to any 

irregularities.
6. Watch their technique. A 

difference in the way your child 
is moving is often a tell-tale 
sign that something is wrong. 
Playing with pain is never a 
winning strategy so encourage 
kids to be honest about pain or 
discomfort.

7. Be mindful of other physi-
cal activities. Y our child doesn’t 
need to be involved in a for-
malized athletic program to be 
vulnerable to sports-related in-
juries. Foot and ankle surgeons 
warn of common injuries like 
plantar fasciitis, bone spurs, 
fractures and Achilles tendon-
itis due to repetitive, forceful 
motions, which can occur in 
activities such as skateboard-
ing. When skateboarding or 
engaged in other non-formal 
activities, always wear protec-
tive gear, including supportive 
shoes, and seek treatment when 

there is pain or injury.
8. Remember RICE. Often, 

an injured foot or ankle can be 
treated with rest, ice, compres-
sion and elevation. Those with 
foot or ankle pain should take 
a break from playing and allow 
time for recovery. If pain per-
sists, something more serious 
may be happening, such as car-
tilage injuries or broken bones 
in the foot. Consult a foot and 
ankle surgeon for a complete 
evaluation, proper diagnosis 
and treatment plan. The sooner 
rehabilitation starts, the sooner 
your child can safely get back 
into the game.

F or more information on pe-
iatric foot care or to fi n  a foot 

and ankle surgeon near you,  
visit F ootH ealthF acts.org,  the 
patient education website of the 
A merican C ollege of F oot and 
A nkle S urgeons.

As of January 2023 , the num-
ber of women in the United 
States with a history of invasive 
breast cancer is estimated to be 
3 .1 million and is expected to 
increase by 12%  to 4 million in 
2024, according to the American 
Cancer Society.

Breast cancer is highly treat-
able when caught at the early 
stages  there is a  fi ve year 
survival rate when the cancer is 
found only in the breast tissue. 
However, as soon as the cancer 
spreads to lymph nodes under 
the arm or to nearby tissues ( re-
gional stage) , the 5-year survival 
rate drops to 85% , and once it 
spreads to other lymph nodes 
or body parts, ( distant stage or 
metastatic cancer)  the 5-year 
survival rate falls to as low as 

. hese fi gures suggest there 
is a signifi cant need for more ef
fective treatments for this deadly 
cancer.

New immunotherapies may 
provide the solution for patients 
with advanced breast cancer and 
fewer treatments options. Cur-
rently under development, Bria-
IMT and Bria-OTS from Bria-
Cell Therapeutics ( NASDAQ:  
BCTX ) , are two drugs that have 
shown promising results so far 
in clinical trials, with substan-
tial tumor regression in several 
patients, even those with meta-
static cancer. Both drugs work 
through a completely novel ther-
apeutic mechanism, using breast 

cancer cells to generate a strong 
immune response against breast 
cancer.

“For many breast cancer pa-
tients, the only option left is che-
motherapy. We realize how hard 
chemotherapy is on the body, 
commonly causing nausea, vom-
iting, hair loss, lack of appetite, 
in  ammation of the mouth and 
tongue, and bone marrow sup-
pression, which can lead to seri-
ous and at times fatal infections. 
Recently, immunotherapies 
have come to the fore as a type 
of therapy which avoids most of 
these side effects. Unfortunately, 
immunotherapy only currently 

works in a small subset of pa-
tients, and then only when given 
with chemotherapy. We are dedi-
cated to developing new, more 
effective immunotherapy ap-
proaches that have very few side 
effects and may provide substan-
tial benefi ts to more patients. 
We hope our efforts will afford 
these patients another option that 
is much better tolerated and can 
provide improved quality of life 
and prolong their survival,” says 
Dr. William Williams, CEO of 
BriaCell Therapeutics.

In the case of Bria-OTS, a 
simple saliva test can determine 
a patient’s cell type so they can 

receive personalized immuno-
therapy treatment. Dr. Williams 
notes that this technology is al-
ready being explored for other 
cancer treatment uses, including 
prostate cancer, lung cancer, and 
melanoma. To learn more about 
the future of cancer treatment, 
visit briacell.com/ about-briacell.

Breast cancer is the second 
leading cause of cancer death in 
U.S. women. Thankfully, drugs 
on the near horizon may trans-
form the way we think about 
treating the disease, particularly 
in its later stages, and provide 
new hope to patients.

New treatments may help 
those with advanced breast 

cancer live longer
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A friend of mine asked if 
he was suffering from germa-
phobia. He still had concerns 
about COVID. We talked 
about the almost 600 deaths 
everyday from COVID. He 
mentioned the new variants. 
He reminded me that there 
are long-term health issues 
from COVID. He knew that 
reinfections are possible. No, 
he is not suffering from ger-
maphobia. His concerns are 
concerns most people have.

A person with germapho-
bia has an intense fear and 
aversion to germs, bacteria 
and pathogens. This phobia is 
also known as mysophobia or 
bacteriophobia.

A person that suffers from 
germaphobia experience ex-
cessive and irrational anxiety 
about coming into contact 
with potentially harmful mi-
croorganisms, leading them 
to adopt extreme cleaning, 
sanitizing and avoidance be-
haviors. This condition af-
fects their daily life and can 
have a signifi cant impact on 
their daily life and overall 
well being.

The fear of germs can stem 
from various factors that in-
clude traumatic experiences, 
cultural in  uences or even a 
genetic predisposition. Early 
exposure to illnesses or wit-
nessing a severe infection 
may trigger the development 
of germaphobia tendencies. 

When I started writing this 
article  wanted to fi nd that 
fi ne line that changes a person 
from having a healthy fear of 
germs to a person that can’t 
function daily. They can’t 
go outside. They can’t be in 
crowds? They can’t take pub-
lic transportation. They can’t 
go to church. We have to know 
when we have stepped into a 
world that isn’t based in real-
ity. On the other end we want 
to know we are not being too 
cavalier to use proven steps 
that can protect our lives, the 
lives of our family and others 
in our communities.

To maintain a healthy bal-
ance to protect ourselves from 
germs involves our practicing 
good hygiene without becom-
ing overly obsessive.

We can:
•  Wash our hands frequent-

ly with soap and water espe-
cially after touching public 
surfaces.

•  Use hand sanitizers when 
soap isn’t available.

•  Avoid touching your face, 
eyes, nose, ears or mouth.

•  Regularly cleaning and 
disinfecting frequently 
touched surfaces.

•  Follow recommended 
vaccination schedules to 
build immunity.

•  Stay home when you 
feel sick to avoid spreading 
germs.

•  Stay informed from re-
liable sources about germs 
bacteria and pathogens. Y ou 
need to know their real risk. 
Not the political risk.

To function in our ever-
changing world we need to 
strike a balance between pro-
tecting our health and avoid-
ing unnecessary anxiety as-
sociated with germaphobia.

Germaphobia can strain 

relationships with your fam-
ily, your friends and romantic 
partners. Loved ones may not 
fully understand the extent of 
the fear a person is suffering. 
This can lead to frustration 
and misunderstandings. So-
cial interactions can become 
awkward and tense as others 
might see germaphobia be-
havior as judgmental or of-
fensive. These challenges can 
lead to feelings of loneliness 
and isolation. This can even 
exacerbate a germaphobe’s 
anxiety.

ermaphobia can signifi 
cantly disrupt daily routines 
and limit participation in var-
ious social activities. Simple 
task like grocery shopping, 
using public transportation 
or dining in restaurants can 
become anxiety-inducing ex-
periences. These individuals 
may avoid certain places al-
together leading to isolation 
and reduced quality of life.

Germaphobia is a complex 
psychological condition that 
affects many aspects of a 
person’s life. While practic-
ing good hygiene is essential 
for health excessive fear of 
germs can have detrimental 
affects on mental and physi-
cal wellbeing. Understanding 
the origins and characteristics 
of germaphobia can lead to 
greater empathy and support 
for people struggling with 
this condition. Through ther-
apy, they manage their ger-
maphobia and lead fulfi lling 
lives, embracing a balance 
between hygiene and overall 
well-being.

If you or someone you 
know is suffering with ger-
maphobia professional help is 
crucial. Cognitive behavioral 
therapy ( CBT)  is one of the 
most effective treatments for 
germaphobia. CBT helps a 
person challenge and change 
negative thought patterns 
and develop healthier coping 
mechanisms. Exposure ther-
apy, a form of CBT gradu-
ally exposes germaphobe’s to 
their fears in a controlled en-
vironment helping them build 
tolerance and reduce anxiety. 

In addition to therapy there 
are several strategies people 
can use to manage their ger-
maphobia:

•  Learning about germs 
and their actual risk can help 
dispel irrational fears and 
misconceptions.

•  Y ou should set boundar-
ies. Establishing reasonable 
boundaries for cleanliness 
can help avoid excessive be-
havior.

•  Gradually exposing your-
self to situations that trigger 
anxiety can build a tolerance 
over time.

•  Practice mindfulness and 
relaxation exercises can re-
duce overall anxiety levels.

•  Join a support group. 
When you have a support 
group or you use a few of 
your friends they can provide 
valuable emotional support. 

If you want to try it alone 
you should remember that 
self-help strategies might not 
work for everyone. Y ou also 
have to remember getting 
professional help is not a sign 
of weakness. Getting help is a 
sign of getting better.

“Fear of germs” 
is it normal?

Play-it-Safe tips to protect 
young athletes’ feet and ankles

HEALTH

S ta teP oint

S ta teP oint

By Vince Faust
T ip s  to be F it 
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There are 
various ways 
that we end up 
having “miss-
ing” pieces in 
our lives be-
cause we mis-

manage, misappropriate and 
misdirect. Mismanaging usu-
ally happens when we lose fo-
cus on what’s most important 
( a real and sincere relationship 
with God) . As a result, it be-
comes easier to slowly shift 
out of a safe position of obe-
dience and into a vulnerable, 
prideful position of disobedi-
ence and rebellion.

The phrase “With great au-
thority, comes great responsi-
bility” came to mind as I was 
thinking about this week’s 
column. In a nutshell, this 
phrase relates to another one 
regarding missing pieces that 
I’d been through a few years 
back. I found myself repeating 
spiritual tests with things like 
self confi dence and forgive
ness.

Y ou’re probably thinking 
“She must not have passed 
that test for God to send her 
through it again.” Honestly, 
I thought the same thing and 
was so careful to be more 
sensitive to the leading of the 
holy spirit and be obedient to 
learn the lesson that God had 
for me. Luke 12: 48 reminds us 
that “…  For everyone to whom 
much is given, from him much 
will be required and to whom 
much has committed, of him 
they will ask the more.” – 
Luke 12: 48

In the past, I’ve foolishly  
sought after the approval 
of others because I wanted 
people to like me, and some-
thing was missing. I didn’t 
realize that by focusing on 
being liked, I was losing sight 
of the more important goal 
of being respected. I was ul-
timately disappointed when 
others showed that they cared 
little for the things of God and 
even less for me. And when it 
was all over, I was out of posi-
tion, confused and longing to 
restore my relationship with 

God. And what was missing 
was a genuine relationship 
with God that went beyond 
the superfi cial going to church 
and knowing the latest gospel 
songs.

The second time this hap-
pened, I avoided the valley of 
negative emotions from disap-
pointments. In fact, I strength-
ened my relationship with God 
by staying focused on grow-
ing spiritually and not getting 
bogged down emotionally. 
However, one puzzling ques-
tion remained:  If I passed the 
test, why did it seem like my 
results were the same?” I soon 
realized that the big difference 
was my emotional and spiritu-
al response. The second time, 
I more effectively stayed in 
position by keeping the proper 
balance of prayer, praise and 
worship.

For me, it seemed like the 
key to passing my test was 
more an assessment of how 
well I understand the process 
more than anything. What had 
been missing was my trusting 
completely in God. Previous-

ly, I’d sabotaged God’s plans 
and purposes because I don’t 
understand or like the process 
that he was taking me through. 
Eventually, I had a great peace 
when I allowed myself to be 
humble enough to trust God.

Because of the great author-
ity that we have as Christians, 
we have an even greater re-
sponsibility to stay in the right 
position of humble acceptance 
of even the most diffi cult cir
cumstances in our lives. We 
pass the test when we accept 
the great responsibility that 
we have to trust in God more 
fully.

Shewanda Riley (Aunt 
Wanda), PhD, is a Fort Worth-
based author of “Love Hang-
over: Moving from Pain to 
Purpose After a Relationship 
Ends” and “Writing to the 
Beat of God’s Heart: A Book 
of Prayers for Writers.” Email 
her at preservedbypurpose@
gmail.com or follow her on 
Twitter @shewanda. You can 
also listen to her podcast at 
www.chocolateauntiepodcast.
com.

Missing Pieces

I personally 
thank God for life 
spared and bless-
ings bestowed. I 
believed that life 
is a gift from God. 
As the Scriptures 

say, God is the One who gives to 
all, life, and breath, ye and all good 
things. It is in Him that we live and 
move and have our being. I am 
thankful for the Gospel, the good 
news!

Jesus gave the church the com-
mission to go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every crea-
ture. The gospel message is that 
Jesus came into this world, taught 
the way of life, and then gave His 
life so that we could have life.

People are starving for God. If 
anyone in all the world should be 
able to say, “I have looked upon you 
in the sanctuary, beholding your 
power and glory,” it is the herald of 
God. And as we look out over the 
wasteland of our secular culture, 
must we, ministers, not ask:  who 
but us will say to this people, “Be-
hold your God?” Who will tell the 
people that God is great and great-
ly to be praised? Who will paint 
for them the landscape of God’s 
grandeur  ho will labor to fi nd 
words that can carry the “gospel of 
the glory of the blessed God?”

If God is not supreme in our 
preaching, where in this world will 
people hear about the supremacy 
of God? If we do not spread a 
banquet of God’s beauty on Sun-
day morning, will not our people 
ask or seek in vain to satisfy their 
inconsolable longing with the cot-
ton candy pleasures of past times 
and religious hype? If the fountain 

of living water does not  ow from 
the mountain of God’s sovereign 
grace on Sunday morning, will not 
the people hew for themselves cis-
terns on Monday, “broken cisterns 
that can hold no water” ( Jeremiah 
2: 13 ) ? Give your people God!

Jesus Christ gave His church 
this body of spiritually trans-
formed believers – a responsibility 
to carry out. The Church’s mis-
sion is to preach the gospel of the 
Kingdom of God and make dis-
ciples throughout the world teach-
ing them exactly what Jesus taught 
( Mark 16: 115;  Matthew 24: 14;  
Matthew 28: 19-20) .

The work of the Church contin-
ues;  it did not cease when the origi-
nal disciples died. t fi rst the ob of 
the apostles, the Church’s mission 
has passed to each generation of 
God’s people. Jesus promised to be 
with His followers as they accom-
plished that work until He returns 
at the end of the age ( verse 20) . 
Notice the purpose for which Je-
sus Christ sent the Apostle Paul to 
people in the world:  “to open their 
eyes, in order to turn them from 
darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan to God, that they 
may receive forgiveness of sins 
and an inheritance among those 
who are sanctifi ed by faith in e” 
( Acts 26: 18) .

Paul also said:  “For I am not 
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, 
for it is the power of God to salva-
tion for everyone who believes” 
( Romans 1: 16) . The Gospel is 
God’s message of how salvation 
will be brought to mankind – start-
ing with His Church.

Simeon R. Green, III, pastor, 
First Church of God, 6517 Walms-
ley Blvd., Richmond, Virgina 
23224.
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for the 

Gospel – The 
Good News
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LEG A L

NO TIC E O F  A PPLIC A TIO N F O R  A  USE PER MIT 

Z O NING  C A SE NO . 421 3

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in 
any way affected thereby, that Shirley Johnson has fi led with the Planning 
Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit within 
a R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District to allow for a transitional house 
for 7 to 12 residents for the property  located at 451 Roland St. (Parcel 306-
128), in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being 
more particularly described as:

Lot 13, Block “E”, Dearborn Subdivision, a subdivision according to the 
map or plat thereof on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk 
of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 9 at Page 11, refer-
ence to which is hereby made.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, 
July 26, 2023, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will 
be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be es-
tablished upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommenda-
tion to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be 
fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request 
is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City 
will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary 
aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, 
SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND 
THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING 
VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO 
THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIRE-
MENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFER-
ENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  
TO REGISTER PRIOR TO JULY 19, 2023.

WITNESS my signature this 29TH day of June 2023.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

7/13/2023, 7/20/2023

LEG A L

NO TIC E O F  A PPLIC A TIO N F O R  A  R EZ O NING  

Z O NING  C A SE NO . 421 5

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that Sonia D. Ferreras has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of 
Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning of the property located at 5755 
Horton Ave. (Parcel #723-67-3) from R-1A (Single-Family) Residential District 
to R-5 (Multi-family) Residential District to align the Zoning of the subject prop-
erty with the Zoning classifi cations of the adjacent properties in the First Judicial 
District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

BEG NW COR LOT 55 BLK B FERNWOOD SUBN W 318.13 FT S 150 FT TO 
POB S 202 FT W 180 FT N 204 FT E 180 FT TO POB PT LOTS 59 & 60 BLK 
B FERNWOOD SUBN

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, July 26, 2023, 
at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro 
and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which 
the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of 
Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property 
within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Admin-
istrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, 
or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at 
least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens 
need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFE-
TY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLI-
CANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECON-
FERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF 
MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING 
EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER PRIOR TO JULY 
19, 2023.

WITNESS my signature this 29TH day of June 2023.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

7/13/2023, 7/20/2023

LEG A L

NO TIC E O F  A PPLIC A TIO N F O R  A  USE PER MIT 

Z O NING  C A SE NO . 421 7

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in 
any way affected thereby, that Patrick Herring has fi led with the Planning 
Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to al-
low for the operation of a Used Car Lot within a C-3 (General) Commercial 
District for property located at 5295 I-55 North Frontage Rd. (Parcel 507-
350-1) Suite C, in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, 
and being more particularly described as:

Situated in the North ½ of Section 13, Township 6 North, Range 1 East, 
City of Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly de-
scribed by metes and bounds ag follows, to-wit:

Commence at an iron pin which marks the intersection of the present west-
ern right of way line of Interstate Highway No. 55 with the present southern 
right of way line Of Bounds  Street (June, 1999), said intersection being 
the POINT OF BEGINNING for the parcel herein described; thence South 
89051’50” West for a distance of 249.27 feet along the said southern right 
of way line of Bounds Street to an iron pin; thence leave said southern right 
of way line of Bounds Street and run South 00011’38” East for a distance 
of 179.29 feet; thence North 89047’06” East for a distance of 219.17 feet 
to the western right of way line of Interstate Highway No, 55; thence North 
09021’09” East for a distance of 181.47 feet along the said western right 
of way line of Interstate Highway No, 55 to the POINT OF BEGINNING, 
containing 0.9632 acres, more or less.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, 
July 26, 2023, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will 
be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be es-
tablished upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommenda-
tion to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be 
fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request 
is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City 
will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary 
aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, 
SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND 
THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING 
VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO 
THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIRE-
MENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFER-
ENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  
TO REGISTER PRIOR TO JULY 19, 2023.

WITNESS my signature this 29TH day of June 2023.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

7/13/2023, 7/20/2023

LEG A L

PUB LIC  NO TIC E
R EQ UEST F O R  PR O PO SA LS

The City of Jackson is seeking submission of proposals from qualifi ed pro-
fessional fi rms for professional assistance with the following project: Master 
Developer: Downtown Properties Mixed-Use Development.

Detailed information pertaining to the submission of a response to this 
request for proposals may be obtained from the Department of Planning 
and Development, Suite 229, Warren Hood Building: 200 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201, or by contacting Chloe Dotson at 601-
960-1993 or email: cdotson@city.jackson.ms.us.

One (1) original and eight (8) signed copies of the proposal must be re-
ceived no later than 3:29 P. M., on Tuesday, October 17, 2023, at the City 
Clerk’s Offi ce, 219 S. President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Mailed 
proposals should be addressed to the Offi ce of the City Clerk, P.O. Box 17, 
Jackson, MS 39205-0017. Packets should be sealed and clearly marked “ 
Master Developer: Downtown Properties Mixed-Use Development.”

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting and professional services. It is the policy of the City of 
Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunity for all persons do-
ing business with the City.

Chloe Dotson BUPD. MURP., Director
Department of Planning and Development
City of Jackson, Mississippi

7/6/2023, 7/13/2023, 7/27/2023

7/13/2023, 7/20/2023, 7/27/2023

LEG A L

LEG A L

NO TIC E O F  A PPLIC A TIO N F O R  A  R EZ O NING  

Z O NING  C A SE NO . 421 6

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in 
any way affected thereby, that Redeemer Church has fi led with the Planning 
Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from 
R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District to SUD - Special Use District to allow 
for the expansion of the church and school facilities on properties located at 
608 Wellington Dr. (Parcel: 432-328), 616 Wellington Dr. (Parcel: 431-20), 
630 Wellington Dr. (Parcel: 431-18), 638 Wellington Dr. (Parcel: 431-17), 644 
Wellington Dr. (Parcel: 431-16), 654 E. Northside Dr. (Parcel: 431-15), 4638 
Londonderry Dr. (Parcel: 432-327) & 706 E. Northside Dr. (Parcel: 431-129), 
in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more par-
ticularly described as:

Parcel 432-328
Lot Four (4), Block X, Broadmoor Subdivision, Part 3, a subdivision accord-
ing to a map or plat thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the 
Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 6 at 
Page/Slide/Slot 34 thereof, reference to which is made in aid of and as a part 
of this description.

Parcel 431-20
Lot 12, and the West 35 feet of Lot 11, Block B, East Broadmoor Subdivision, 
Part l, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof which is on fi le and of 
record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Missis-
sippi in Plat Book 7 at Page 45, reference to which is hereby made in aid of 
and as a part of this description.

Parcel 431-18
Lot 10, and East 1/2 of Lot 11, Block B, East Broadmoor Subdivision, Part l, 
a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof which is on fi le and of record 
in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi in 
Plat Book 7 at Page 45, Reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as 
a part of this description.

Parcel 431-17
Lot 9, of Block B, East Broadmoor Subdivision, Part 1; according to the map 
thereof which is of record in the Offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County 
at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 7 at Page 45, reference to which is 
made. 

Parcel 431-16
Lot 8 of Block B, East Broadmoor*, a Subdivision according to the map or plat 
thereof which is on fi le and of record in the Offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of 
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book/Cabinet 7 at Page/Slide/
Slot 45 thereof, reference to which is made in aid of and part of this descrip-
tion.

Parcel 431-15
Lot 7, Block B. East Broadmoor Subdivision, Part 1, a Subdivision according 
to the map or plat thereof which is on fi le and of record in the Offi ce of the 
Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 7 at 
Page 45, reference to which map or plat is hereby made in aid of and as a 
part of this description.

Parcel 432-327
Lot 3, Block X, Broadmoor Subdivision, Part Three, a subdivision according 
to a map or plat thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chan-
cery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 6 at Page 34 
reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

Parcel 431-129
Lot 1, of Block M of East Broadmoor Subdivision, Part 2, a subdivision ac-
cording to a map or plat thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi ce of 
the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book/
Cabinet 7 at Page/Slide/Slot 74 thereof, reference to which is made in aid of 
and part of this description.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, July 
26, 2023, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be 
heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be estab-
lished upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation 
to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any 
person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led 
with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or 
consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is 
made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will 
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for 
the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, 
SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE 
APPLICANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELE-
CONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEAR-
ING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEM-
BERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO 
BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER 
PRIOR TO JULY 19, 2023.

WITNESS my signature this 29TH day of June 2023.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

7/13/2023, 7/20/2023

LEG A L

LEG A L

Notice of  Sa le
A b a nd oned  V ehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes 
governing the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle will 
be sold for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

1994 Cadillac Fleetwood
Vin #1G6D52PXRR710655
Registered to Joe E. Glass
Date of Sale:  July 28, 2023

Place of Sale:  Godside Customs, 1004 Winter Street -Suite A, Jackson, MS 
39204

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and all 
bids. Time: 8:00 A.M.

7/13/2023, 7/20/2023, 7/27/2023
7/6/2023 7/13/2023 7/20/2023
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By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that Gateway Rescue Mission  has fi led with the Planning Board for the 
City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning of the I-1 (Light) Indus-
trial District portion of the property located 410 S. Gallatin St. (Parcel #182-53) 
to C-3 (General) Commercial District to create one (1) Zoning classifi cation 
for the property and to allow for the continuation and expansion of services 
provided at the existing Gateway facility in the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

That certain tract or parcel of land situated in 2.3 Acre Lot 33, West Jackson, 
and more particularly described as follows, to-wit:

Beginning at a point which is the Northwest corner of 2.3 Acre Lot 33, West 
Jackson, facing South Gallatin Street, and from such point of beginning run 
thence Eastward (North 89 degrees and 40 minutes East) for 349 feet to the 
Northwest corner of the tract of land in said Lot 33 now owned by the Y. & M.V. 
Railroad Company; thence run Southward (South 5 degrees and 26 minutes 
East) along the Western boundary line of said railroad tract of land for 215.1 
feet to the Southern boundary line of said Lot 33, now marked by a railroad iron 
in the ground; thence run Westward (South 89 degrees and 19 minutes West) 
along the Southern boundary line of said Lot 33 for 370.5 feet to the Southwest 
corner of said Lot 33 on South Gallatin Street; thence Northward (O degrees 
and 18 minutes West) for 65.2 feet to the Southwest corner of the land sold 
by the Lemon heirs to Mrs. Elizabeth Lemon Sugg, as shown by deed in Book 
93, at page 137, of the records on fi le in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of 
Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi; thence run Eastward along the Southern 
boundary line of said Sugg tract for 160 feet; thence run Northward along the 
Eastward boundary line of said Sugg tract for 81 feet; thence run Westward 
along the Northern boundary line of said Sugg tract for 160 feet to the front or 
Western boundary line of said Lot 33; thence run Northward along the Western 
boundary line of said Lot 33 for 70.3 feet to the point of beginning. This being 
the same property conveyed to Leo R. McGehee by George D. Harrell and wife, 
Mrs. George D. Harrell, by instrument dated January 4, 1946, and recorded in 
Deed Book 422, at Page 114, of the aforesaid Chancery Clerk’s records.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, July 26, 2023, 
at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro 
and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which 
the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of 
Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property 
within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Admin-
istrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, 
or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at 
least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens 
need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFE-
TY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLI-
CANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECON-
FERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF 
MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING 
EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER PRIOR TO JULY 
19, 2023.

WITNESS my signature this 29TH day of June 2023.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

7/13/2023, 7/20/2023
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R EQ UEST F O R  PR O PO SA LS

Notice is hereby given that sealed proposals will be received by the City 
of Jackson, Mississippi on August 15, 2023 at 3:30 p.m. at City Hall, 219 
South President Street.  Proposals will be received for lease purchase in-
terest rate fi nancing for the purchase of, public safety vehicles. 

Please submit two (2) copies of sealed proposals, marked; “RFP#94654-
081523 Lease Purchase Financing Interest Rate Proposal.”  Proposals 
should be mailed to the following address prior to or on August 15, 2023.

City of Jackson, Mississippi
Attention: Municipal Clerk Department
219 South President Street
Jackson, MS  39201

Request for proposal documents can be downloaded from the City of Jack-
son website: www.jacksonms.gov, and can be obtained by contacting the 
City of Jackson, Mississippi as follows:

Department of Administration
Attention: Felicia Young
200 South President Street
Jackson, MS 39201
(601) 960-2005

7/20/2023, 7/27/2023

LEG A L

NO TIC E O F  PUB LIC  HEA R ING  O F  THE
JA C KSO N HISTO R IC  PR ESER V A TIO N C O MMISSIO N

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESER-
VATION COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9, 2023 AT 12:00 
NOON IN THE ANDREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) 
OF THE WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

I.   APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

A. NEW BUSINESS
CASE NO. HPNC-23-8 
LOCATION: 1702 DEVINE ST (PARCEL 9-208)
HISTORIC DISTRICT: BELHAVEN              
APPLICANT: Robbie Penick 
REQUEST: REVIEW OF THE DECK ADDITION TO THE SOUTH SIDE 
OF THE CONTRIBUTING STRUCTURE. 

B. NEW BUSINESS
CASE NO. HPNC-23-7 
LOCATION: 784 PINEHURST ST (PARCEL 13-50)
HISTORIC DISTRICT: BELHAVEN              
APPLICANT: Brittany Ballenger 
REQUEST: TO REPLACE SHINLES WITH SIMILAR MAX DEF RED 
OAK SHINGLES.

II. OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
ADJOURNMENT

7/20/2023, 7/27/2023



 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3 118  Liv ing st o n R o a d
CASH & CARRY
C a pit o l St r eet   a nd Mo num ent  St r eet
CITY HALL
219  S Pr esident  St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
26 5 9  Liv ing st o n R o a d
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 9 5 7 N o r t hv iew D r  ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
203 0 N  Siwell R d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
43 3 1 H ig hwa y 8 0W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5 9 9 0 Medg a r  E v er s B lv d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 C a pit o l St  ( D o wnt o wn J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 04 B r ia r wo o d D r
DOLLAR GENERAL 
28 5 5  Mc D o well R d
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Ter r y R d
J & A FUEL STORES
3 249  Medg a r  E v er s  B lv d.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
23 25  Liv ing st o n R d.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
N o r t hside D r iv e
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
6 5 3  D uling  A v enue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
J a c kso n Medic a l Ma ll 
3 5 0 W  W o o dr o w W ilso n A v enue
SHELL FOOD MART
5 49 2 W a t kins D r iv e

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6 3 9 4 R idg ewo o d R d ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Ter r y R d ( So ut h J a c kso n)
WALGREENS 
3 8 0 W .  W o o dr o w W ilso n A v e

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - anton, MS
B & B
702 est orth Street - anton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 orth Liberty - anton, MS
BULLY’S STORE

hurch Street - anton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - anton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther ing Drive - anton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - anton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 hurch Street - anton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 est Fulton Street - anton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - anton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - anton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 estside Drive - anton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125  Swing ing  B r idg e  D r .
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5 777 Ter r y R o a d
CITY HALL
Ter r y  R o a d

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - linton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
a t  E x it  78
CITY HALL 
W est   C unning ha m   A v enue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
5 05  E .  Ma in St r eet
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port ibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 . Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 . ourt Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 ourtyard S uare, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi H wy 18
PITT STOP 
101 H wy 18  &  27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

www.themississippilink.com  THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 1 1JULY 20 - 26, 2023



A number of 
people in the Af-
rican-American 
community have 
known about the 
character of Su-
preme Court Jus-

tice Clarence Thomas since be-
fore his appointment to the high 
Court. In fact, it was considered 
a disgrace to replace someone 
with the character, intellect and 
commitment to the struggle of 
black people with the likes of 
Clarence Thomas. 

When the great debate during 

his confi rmation hearing over 
the allegations from attorney 
Anita Hill surfaced and Thomas 
accused his detractors of com-
mitting a legal lynching of him, 
there was a shortness of sympa-
thy for a man who should never 
have been nominated in the fi rst 
place. His subsequent inaction 
on the court, and his conser-
vative leaning almost always 
against anything that benefi ted 
black people earned him the 
name “Uncle Tom” instead of 
“Justice Thomas.” 

But it’s time to set the record 
straight. The Uncle Tom of Har-
riet Becher Stowe’s 1852 book, 
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” had real 

character. While he appeared to 
be subservient and docile as a 
good slave, those characteristics 
were used to help him disguise 
the good he was actually about 
doing to help others. He had 
character that allowed him to put 
himself at risk helping others. 
Justice Clarence Thomas, on the 
hand, has shown that he is about 
helping himself fi rst and always. 

The favors, money and deals 
with his billionaire friends, his 
wife’s support of the January 
6 attack on the Capitol and the 
lie that they never discussed 
matters of the January 6 riot in 
which people lost their lives, all 
reveal what most of us already 

knew from the beginning, that 
Justice Thomas was and is al-
ways about his interest and not 
the people.

Let us no longer insult the life 
and story of Uncle Tom which 
was actually based on the real 
life slave, Josia Henson. Let’s 
just call Thomas the person 
without character that he is and 
call for his impeachment, which 
we know will never happen in 
the Republican controlled House 
of Representatives where im-
peachment proceedings must 
start before they reach the Sen-
ate. Let’s just call him Clarence 
Thomas, and know who he re-
ally is.

In 2008, Con-
gress passed a 
law requiring 
health plans and 
insurance com-
panies to treat 
individuals with 

mental health conditions and 
substance use disorders fairly. 
The law – called the Mental 
Health Parity and Addiction 
Equity Act, or MHPAEA – 
doesn’t require plans to offer 
any specifi c mental health or 
substance use disorder benefi ts 
or even to make benefi t pack
ages more generous. It simply 
instructs them to not place ex-
tra hurdles in patients’ way to 
getting mental health and sub-
stance use disorder benefi ts 
covered than those in place for 
medical treatment. 

Fifteen years later, despite the 
law’s clear promise of parity be-
tween mental health and medi-
cal surgical benefi ts, people liv
ing with treatable mental health 
conditions and substance use  
disorders commonly face more 
restrictive limitations on their 
access to promised benefi ts 
than  people seeking medical/
surgical benefi ts. hile plans 
and insurance companies have 
made great strides in reducing 
disparities in fi nancial re uire
ments, such as copays, the same 
cannot be said for other limita-
tions, like prior authorization.

If you or your loved ones 

have ever lived with a mental 
health condition or wrestled 
with substance use disorders, 
you know how hard it can be to 
get through the day sometimes, 
without added obstacles to get-
ting needed treatment. Yet, peo-
ple in serious need of help for 
these issues still commonly – 
and illegally – face more restric-
tive limitations, such as tougher 
pre authorization requirements, 
more stringent fail fi rst poli
cies, the use of special gate-
keepers for  benefi ts, categori
cal treatment limitations and 
other discriminatory restric-
tions. This is all made worse by 
the fact that individuals often 
face greater diffi culties fi nding 
mental health and substance use 
disorder treatment providers in 
their network.

These unlawful limitations 
require people living with 
mental health conditions or  
substance use disorders to run 
faster, jump higher and clear 
more hurdles just to get the ben-
efi ts  their plan promises. his 
is wrong, its illegal and it must 
stop.

I’ve been there myself, and 
ve seen fi rsthand how dif

fi cult it can be for a person in 
this situation, as well as their 
families and friends. I’ve ex-
perienced the pain of losing 
friends and family members 
to suicide and overdose. I also 
know that people with mental 
health conditions and substance 
use disorders can manage their 
conditions and lead meaning-

ful, fulfi lling lives if they can 
access the care they need in 
the same way they can for their 
medical conditions. 

My agency, the Employee 
Benefi ts ecurity dministra
tion, is a U.S. Department of 
Labor agency that protects the 
rights and interests of work-
ers and their families in pri-
vate employment based benefi t 
plans, including their rights to 
mental health and substance 
use disorder benefi t parity. he 
overwhelming majority of peo-
ple under age 65 in the United 
States – approximately 127 mil-
lion people  get their benefi ts 
from the health plans we regu-
late.

We are determined to make 
sure these workers and ben-
efi ciaries get their due. or  
example, EBSA’s enforcement 
program has required plans to 
address discriminatory prac-
tices by eliminating blanket 
pre-authorization requirements 
for mental health benefi ts  en
suring comparable coverage of 
nutrition counseling for people 
with eating disorders, applied 
behavioral  analysis (ABA) 
therapy to treat autism, and 
medication-assisted treatment 
for opioid use  disorders  and 
eliminating special gatekeepers 
for mental health and substance 
use disorder treatment.  

But we have a long way to go. 
Full compliance with the men-
tal health parity law remains 
a goal, not a reality. Mental 
health conditions and substance 

use disorders broadly affect 
children and adults from all de-
mographic groups in the U.S.

A 2021 Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention report 
says the percentage of adults 
with symptoms of an anxiety 
or depressive disorder had in-
creased to 41.5 percent as of 
February 2021. The CDC found 
that during the 12- month pe-
riod ending in July 2022, over-
dose deaths increased to an 
estimated 102,429 deaths. In 
addition, research from Men-
tal Health America reveals that 
millions of children, ages 12 to 
17, report experiencing at least 
one major depressive episode or 
severe major depression.

Plans and insurance compa-
nies can play a key role in ad-
dressing these terrible facts by 
merely complying with the law.  

We know that too many peo-
ple in the U.S. deal with these 
issues every day. As we contin-
ue to work on the larger prob-
lems within this system, EBSA 
is here to help you now. Togeth-
er we can move toward a health-
ier future for people living with 
mental health conditions and 
substance use disorders.

If you think you or your loved 
ones are facing especially high 
hurdles just to get needed men-
tal health or substance use dis-
order benefi ts, you can call an 

B  benefi ts advisor for free 
at 866-444-3272 or make an 
online request for assistance at 
askebsa.dol.gov.

Justice Thomas: An 
insult to Uncle Tom

The importance of advancing mental health 
and substance use disorder benefi t parity

The ageless 
and iconic sing-
ing group, The 
Temptations, had 
a song a while 
back titled, “Ball 
of Confusion.” It 

painted a dim view of what was 
happening in the world at the 
time. The year was 1970.

Some of the lyrics are, “Evo-
lution, revolution, gun control, 
sound of soul, shooting rockets 
to the moon, kids growing up 
too soon. Politicians say more 
taxes will solve everything. 
And the band played on.”

Sometimes these old school 
songs mirror what is happen-
ing in our country during these 
times. Few would argue that the 
political landscape is uneven 
and unpredictable. Both sides 
have positions sometimes that 
are problematic. The American 
people over time have increas-
ingly lost faith in the system.

The Republican Party, for 
example, is at a crossroads. Too 
much wrong and not enough 
right has crept into the GOP. 
Many critics have said that it 
has become a shell of itself.

he in fi ghting and public 
displays of anger (PDAs) are 
being viewed by all of us. It is 
my opinion that this vitriol will 
not be ending any time soon. 
Meanness and mayhem will be 
with the Republican Party as 
the 2024 elections draw near.

My 4th quarter view is that 
they have not always been that 
way. If you are a Democrat or 
an ndependent, you are  um
moxed as you look at the circus-
like atmosphere the Republican 
Party has created.

We are seeing the cracks and 
the crevices in the GOP armor. 
Their leadership is question-
able and unsure. I have a sug-
gestion for them. They should 
bring in former Speaker of the 
House of Representatives Nan-
cy Pelosi for some lessons on 
leadership. A simple title could 
be, “How to keep your mem-
bers together.”

The GOP has taken a down-
ward turn since the arrival of 
Donald Trump. His ascent to 
the presidency has caused them 

anguish and anxiety. They have 
become polarized and extreme. 
These are my opinions.

Republican House members 
Jim Jordan from Ohio and 
Marjorie Taylor Greene from 
Georgia have gone off the Re-
publican path. They believe 
in the stolen election lies and 
other ill-founded subjugations.

Kevin McCarthy, Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, 
is barely hanging on to his po-
sition. He is being held as a po-
litical hostage by his own party. 
If you recall, it took him 15 bal-
lots over 5 days to assume his 
role.

Does that engender any 
confi dence in his leadership  
Lastly, he had to make some 
concessions in order to become 
speaker. He agreed to a House 
rule change that would make 
it easier to remove him from 
offi ce. o, it is safe to say that 
McCarthy needs to walk gin-
gerly and watch his step at ev-
ery turn.

Republicans are now won-
dering what to do and who to 
trust. Their constituents are 
unsure about the goals of the 
party.

On one side, you have former 
president Trump. He is present-
ly hung up and tied down in le-
gal drama. The state of Georgia 
will be coming for him soon. 

On the other side, you have 
other Republicans, all of whom 
wield power at different levels. 
Ron DeSantis is a wanna be, 
Nikki Haley is a could be and 
Chris Christie is a maybe. Each 
has a political machine that is 
fi ghting an uphill battle to de
throne Donald Trump.

Meanwhile, the old guard in 
the GOP has remained silent. 
Does their silence mean apathy 
or are they sick and tired of the 
current 

I think it is a bit of both. The 
Bush family for instance are 
Republican loyalists yet we 
don’t hear from them. Senator 
Mitch McConnell is on mute 
these days when it comes to 
addressing the Republican 
carnage. Maybe he can see the 
handwriting on the wall.

The Grand Old Party is in the 
political emergency room. Can 
it be saved  tay tuned. e will 
see.

The Republican 
Party has lost 
its way – What 

happened to the 
Grand Old Party?

One of the 
most precious 
expressions of 
grace that can be 
illustrated by an 
individual is for-
giving oneself 

and others. However, everyone 
does not forgive as easy as some 
do. In fact, I know many people, 
who can’t forgive or have cho-
sen not to forgive. For instance, 
I know middle age adults, who 
haven’t forgiven their parents 
for things like missing school 
programs, etc. that occurred in 
their childhood.

Although, many of the par-
ents have tried to reconcile 
and ask for forgiveness, the 
adult children refuse to forgive, 
therefore putting their relation-
ships on a strain. Of course, 
many relationships especially 
marriages are facing challeng-

es of forgiving one another. 
Unfortunately, one of the lead-
ing causes of separation and di-
vorce is the inability or refusal 
to forgive.

Unforgiveness in marriage is 
like a deadly disease. When a 
disease attacks the human body, 
it can lead to major health prob-
lems and it can be fatal if the 
disease is left untreated. Like 
the human body, the disease of 
unforgiveness can be fatal in 
marriages if left untreated.

Signs when unforgiveness is 
left untreated in marriage in-
cludes the following:

• There’s never a tomor-
row in sight – always living in 
what occurred yesterday (in the 
past) – every plan is embraced 
and marked by yesterday rather 
than today and tomorrow

• It (unforgiveness) constant-
ly eats at your soul – constant 
distraction 

• Constant arguments

 Constant fi ghting
• Eye rolling
• Get anxious and uneasy 

when spouse is present
• Hurt resonates with you 

daily and is worsening 
• Anger
• Animosity
• Gas lighting
• Bitterness 
• Little to no communication
• Sadness
• Depression 
• You can hear crickets in the 

bedroom
• Sleeping in separate spaces 
• Separation 
• Pending divorce.
We have so many marriages 

and families (children) that are 
ending in premature deaths-
divorce courts because spouses 
are holding on to yesterday’s 
hurts and offenses and refusing 
to let it go. Should we continue 
to let unforgiveness destroy our 
homes and communities  es,  

realize it is not easy to forgive. 
Further, it especially is not easy 
to forgive those who you love 
like your spouse. Some offens-
es perpetrated by a spouse can 
almost seem impossible to for-
give like infi delity, bad fi nan
cial decisions, physical, mental 
and verbal abuse, spouse aban-
donment, etc. Although, it is 
not easy to forgive your spouse, 
it is possible. 

Are there times that you 
can forgive your spouse for an 
offense and  still fi le for a di
vorce  ou will know if your 
situation warrants forgiveness 
and moving forward with your 
spouse or if it will warrant for-
giveness and divorce. I would 
advise, however, that until you 
have made your fi nal decision, 
seek immediate marital coun-
seling, if possible, the both of 
you. I and no one else can make 
this decision for you – only you 
can make this decision. Howev-

er, in any instance, you should 
forgive because it will free you.

One of the major hesitations 
and concerns that many have 
about forgiving someone is that 
it will free the person that of-
fended you. While that is true, 
forgiving someone also frees 
you. In other words, you are 
free from no longer allowing 
what a person said or did to con-
trol your emotions, reactions, 
responses, and ultimately your 
life – unforgiveness is no lon-
ger your master and you are no 
longer it’s servant. Most impor-
tantly, forgiving your spouse 
leads to your healing and even 
sometimes their healing and 
healing for your marriage. 

I challenge every spouse 
to forgive your spouse today. 
Some of you are thinking, Dr. 
Calvert, I just can’t he or she 
hurt me too bad. I promise, I 
empathize with you but aren’t 
you tired of letting unforgive-

ness be your master – a master 
controls you. A master keeps 
you (heart, soul and mind) in 
chains of bondage, despair and 
turmoil. Let it go today – ask 
God to help you let it go, for-
give your spouse.

Too many fatal decisions 
are made in marriages every-
day due to unforgiveness but 
it could be avoided. If you, or 
both of you, fi nd it diffi cult to 
forgive one another and you 
want your marriage to be saved, 
please seek professional mar-
tial counseling, join a marriage 
ministry, seek pastoral coun-
seling, or a professional coun-
selor that you feel can help. 

I know this may read as cli-
ché but don’t let something that 
occurred yesterday defeat you 
and hold you and/or your mar-
riage hostage any longer – it’s 
time to let it go!

Let It Go
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By James B. Ewers Jr.
P res id ent E m eritus
T een M entoring Com m ittee of  O h io

By Lisa M. Gomez, Assistant Secretary
Employee Benefi ts Security 
Administration (EBSA)

By LaShunda Calvert, Ph.D.
G ues t Writer

 By Dr. John Warren
Publisher, San Diego Voice & View-
point Newspaper



Championing the education 
of young people were support-
ers of Mississippi Southern First 
Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction at a 
scholarship prayer breakfast held 
at Jackson Convention Complex 
( 104 E. Pascagoula Street, Jack-
son, Miss.)  Friday, July 14, 2023  
at 8: 3 0 a.m. 

Church of God in Christ mem-

bers and friends stood united in 
their efforts to celebrate with 
high school and college gradu-
ates their scholastic achieve-
ments and future endeavors.

Bishop Daniel T. Littleton 
declared, “Today’s program is 
tangible evidence of the support 
and engagement of the commit-
tee members, the judges and our 
speaker. Each has given of [ his/
her]  time, effort and resources, 

[ thereby contributing to the suc-
cess of ]  the We Are One An-
nual Scholarship Program.” He 
expressed gratitude to attendees 
with, “It is a blessing and a privi-
lege to know that you are also 
concerned about our youth and 
that you are willing to invest in 
their future.”

The occasion’s keynote speak-
er was Daaiyah Mitchell who 
addressed scholarship recipients 

with the theme, “Not my Will, 
but Thy Will be Done.” Relying 
on the scriptural verse John 15: 7, 
Mitchell charged the scholars to 
follow God’s teachings through-
out their educational journeys 
and their lives thereafter. “Don’t 
get hung up on degrees and other 
accomplishments. Keep focus 
off self and put focus on the 
savior,” was Mitchell’s essential 
message.

Bishop Hollis Musgrove Foun-
dation $1,000 scholarship recipi-
ents for 2023  high school gradu-
ates are listed in the chart above.

Persons in attendance noted 
that the event was one of encour-
agement.

“I was very pleased with how 
the church honored the gradu-
ates. This has encouraged me 
to become a supporter of the 
scholarship programs to help our 

youth,” said Priscilla Donaldson.  
“I thank God that the church 

took time to invest because so 
many have no support and need 
some type of uplifting, [ and]  I 
pray God will uplift the young 
people to be encouraged,” con-
tended Randy Barnes.

V isit B ishop H ollis Musgrove 
S cholarship F oundation at 
https://msfej cogic.com for crite-
ria for scholarships.

Nearly 400 Hinds Communi-
ty College students will receive 
degrees in one of three summer 
graduation ceremonies.

Nursing and allied health 
graduates will have a ceremo-
ny at 2 p.m. July 26. Students 
in other programs will gradu-
ate on July 27. Those with last 
names beginning with A-L 
graduate at 10 a.m. and those 
whose last names begin with 
M-Z  graduate at 2 p.m. All cer-
emonies are at Cain-Cochran 
Hall on the Raymond Campus.

All special speakers for the 
ceremonies are students receiv-
ing degrees.

Canton resident Deanna 
Sharkey will offer the invoca-
tion and benediction on July 
26. She is receiving a degree in 
practical nursing. She is a mem-
ber of Phi Theta Kappa honor 
society and is a student member 
of the National Association of 
Licensed Practical Nurses. At 
age 3 3 , she plans to start her ca-
reer in medical-surgical nurs-
ing and work toward becoming 
a registered nurse in the future.

Trent Ard will speak on be-
half of classmates on July 26. 
He is from Pine, La. At age 28, 
he is earning an Associate De-
gree in Nursing. He is a mem-
ber of Phi Theta Kappa honor 

society and a new member of 
Mississippi Organization of 
Associate Degree Nursing. He 
will further his education at the 
University of Southern Missis-
sippi and wants to work in criti-
cal care.

Saying the invocation and 
benediction for both July 27 
ceremonies is Patryce Wash-
ington, 27, a native of Prince 
George County, Maryland and 
a current resident of Vicksburg. 
She is receiving an associate 
degree in general studies and 
plans to work as a medical as-
sistant and client care coordina-
tor in a mental health facility 
following graduation. She is a 

member of the Hinds Student 
Government Association.

The speaker for the 10 a.m. 
July 27 ceremony is DiNiya 
Baskin, 18. She graduated from 
Clinton High School in May 
and graduates from Hinds as a 
dual enrollment student. She is 
a member of the Gamma Lamb-
da Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa. 
She plans to attend Jackson 
State University, majoring in 
biology/ pre-med, and aspires to 
attend medical school at Baylor 
University.

Colby Wilson is the speaker 
for the 2 p.m. July 27 ceremony. 
Wilson, 19, is from Raymond. 
He is receiving an associate de-

gree and is transferring to Ole 
Miss as a biology major. He is 
an offi cer intern for the amma 
Lambda Chapter of Phi Theta 
Kappa and serves on the execu-
tive board for Hinds Connec-
tion. His goal is to become a 
forensic investigator.

With six campuses in central 
Mississippi, Hinds Community 
College is a comprehensive in-
stitution offering quality, af-
fordable educational opportuni-
ties with academic programs of 
study leading to seamless uni-
versity transfer and career and 
technical programs teaching 
job-ready skills.

Our Mission:  Hinds Com-

munity College is committed to 
moving people and communi-
ties forward by helping develop 
their purpose, passion and pro-
fession.

Our Vision:  Hinds Commu-
nity College will be a catalyst to 
create a competitive economy 
and a compelling culture for 
Mississippi.

Our Values:  Hinds Com-
munity College aspires to the 
following IDEALS:  Integrity, 
Diversity, Excellence, Account-
ability, Leadership, Steward-
ship.

To learn more,  visit www.
hindscc.edu or call 1 .8 00.H ind-
sC C .

Nissan believes in 
the power of education.

Celebrating 
20 years of service 
in the Greater 
Jackson Area.
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Church of God in Christ holds ‘We are 
One’ Annual Scholarship Program 

Hinds CC summer graduation ceremonies detailed

EDUCATION

Keynote speaker - Daaiyah Mitchell 
PHOTOS BY JANICE NEAL-VINCENT

(Lr): April Dixon; Ni-Lah Jones; Tristian Harris; Tyreke Powell; Destiny Lloyd; Caleb Fair-
ley; Alazia Good; Dr. Gail Fulgham Weems, Director of The Bishop Hollis And Mother 
Bernice Musgrove Scholarship. Back row: Bishop Daniel T. Littleton, Fine Arts Scholar-
ship Director; Kevin Davis Murray, Donor of The Bishop Theo Davis Scholarship Scholarship recipients

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
C ontrib u ting  W riter

Mississippi Link Newswire



BOOK REVIEW:
LIFE ON OTHER PLANETS:
A MEMOIR OF FINDING MY PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE
BY AOMAWA SHIELDS, PHD
C.2023, VIKING
$28.00  •  352 PAGES

tar light, star bright, fi rst star  
see tonight... And the second and 
third and you’ll just keep wishing 
until you run out of desires.

Y ou’ll never run out of stars, 
though, so you can spend all 
night wishing and do it again to-
morrow. Wish hard enough, work 
even harder and, as in the new 
book “Life on Other Planets” by 
Aomawa Shields, PhD, you may 
see your hopes come true.

rowing up in a self suffi 
cient and independent” all-fe-

male household that prized edu-
cation and encouraged her love 
of the planets, Aomawa Shields 
was raised securely on a founda-
tion of science and “the sky was 
my fi rst love.” he didn t know 
then that the night sky could be-
come a career;  she remembers 
wanting, instead, to be a cheer-
leader like the pretty white girls 
she saw on TV.

Her PhD-educated mother 
“winced” over that, but delighted 
in Shields’ fascination with stars 
and her embrace of STEM sub-
jects. By the time she was twelve 

years old, Shields had mapped 
out her entire future career.

To get there, she read as much 
about astronomy as she could 
fi nd. he devoured”  shows 
about space before applying to at-
tend an elite prep school that took 
her from her California home 
to New Hampshire. At Exeter, 
she says, s soon as  could,  
took astronomy courses....” She 
dreamed of applying at NASA.

She also auditioned for a play, 
and landed a good part. Acting, 
Shields learned, was fun and she 
was quite good at it;  storytelling, 

making an audience feel a certain 
way, it was addictive. And so, 
when she began struggling aca-
demically in college and a pro-
fessor told her that maybe it was 
time to put astronomy aside, an-
other “love” was waiting for her 
in the wings. She continued to 
attend astronomy classes, but he 
also secretly auditioned for parts 
before moving back to California 
for her new career.

Still, she says, she wasn’t sat-
isfi ed. stronomy and acting  
how was this going to work? She 
had two loves, and was about to 

meet a third...
Pick up “Life on Other Plan-

ets,” and you may be tempted to 
put it right back down. The sub-
ect matter is pretty heavy. t s 

very science-y and what if it’s 
over your head?

Y ou might get lost, right?
Not really. Author Aomawa 

Shields does bring a lot of sci-
ence into her tale, but it comes 
with a lot of gentle wide-eyed 
wonder and explanations that 
are easy for an average reader 
to grasp. There’s beauty in what 
Shields sees, and she shares her 

excitement in a way that will 
make you see the sky with fresh 
eyes.

hat s the fi rst leg of this book. 
The other part is about Shields’ 
ourney to fi t into two worlds, 

one foot in each of them, while 
still being true to herself and her 
interests.

Readers who love science will 
love this book, but you don’t 
have to be a STEM expert to en-
joy it.

Find “Life on Other Planets” 
and see if it doesn’t brighten your 
summertime reading.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
C ol u mnist
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W R TM-F M 1 00.5  F M, JA C KSO N’ S SO UL, 
R HYTHM A ND  B LUES A ND  SO UTHER N 
SO UL STA TIO N PLA YING  MO R E 
V A R IETY, LESS TA LK A ND  THE MUSIC  
A D ULTS W A NT TO  HEA R !  

Paid for by friends of Zack Wallace
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The Women for Progress 
( WMP)  of MS held a free event 
Tuesday from 5 p.m.-7 p.m. at 
The Capital Club located at 13 5 
S. Congress in Jackson. The 
event included networking, a 
panel discussion on Policies 
Impacting Black Women, En-
tertainment by Jessie Primer 
Jazz Band and a presentation of 
candidates endorsed by Women 
for Progress Political Action 
Committee ( WFPPAC)  

The mission of WFPPAC is 
to increase women’s political 
power in the state of Missis-
sippi by engaging women vot-
ers, women candidates, women 
leaders and other candidates 
who champion women’s issues.

Theresa King, WFP Ex-
ecutive Community Liaison &  
Oxfam lobbyist and organizer, 
gave the welcome followed by 
Pastor Tonya Ware, executive 
director, WFP Women’s Busi-
ness Network, who offered 
prayer and sang a jingle about 
Women for Progress.

Attorney Kyra Roby, politi-
cal analyst for One Voice, in-
troduced Cassandra Welchlin, 
the moderator for the panel dis-
cussion.

Welchlin is the executive di-

rector of MS Black Women’s 
Roundtable. She stated over and 
over again, “Black women’s 
votes have carried this democ-
racy in these United States.”

Panelists leading the discus-
sion included Waikinya Clan-
ton of the Southern Poverty 
Law Center;  Joi Owens Nor-
wood, Esq., Kellogg’s Founda-
tion;  and Dr. Erica Thompson, 

educator, Magnolia Medical 
Foundation. The discussion, 
as introduced by the modera-
tor, centered around why the 
Black Woman’s vote is impor-
tant, why their vote should not 
be taken for granted, and issues 
black women are faced with in 
Mississippi and throughout the 
country.

After the panel discussion, 

Dr. Y olanda McElroy, WFP 
Advisory Council and Senior 
Administrator, McElroy Ar-
chitecture, along with Juanita 
Brown, executive producer, 
WFP Radio &  VP of Public Re-
lations, recognized eleven can-
didates endorsed by WFPPAC.

Endorsed candidates include:  
Hinds County District 1 Su-
pervisor, Luigia Hodge;  Hinds 

County District 3  Supervisor, 
Credell Calhoun;  Hinds County 
Sheriff, Tyree Jones;  MS Sen-
ate District 27, Hillman Fra-
zier;  MS House of Represen-
tatives District 63 , Dyamone 
White;  MS Senate District 29, 
David Blount;  Election Com-
missioner District 2, Ratoya 
Gilmer McGee;  MS House of 
Representatives District 66, 
Roshunda Allen;  MS House 
of Representatives District 69, 
Tamara Grace Butler Washing-
ton;  MS House of Representa-
tives District 56, Sharon Mo-

man;  and Justice Court Judge, 
District 4, Kenny Lewis.

According to the WFPPAC 
website, each candidate receiv-
ing the WFPPAC Endorsement 
meets and exceeds their lead-
ership beliefs, strategies and 
experience expectations. They 
display a high level of knowl-
edge of the offi ce, duties and 
responsibilities, and bring an 
innovative approach to the seat 
they seek. 

Closing remarks were made 
by President Willie Jones, 
Women for Progress of MS.

Women for Progress of MS holds PAC election 
event at The Capital Club in Jackson

By Jackie Hampton
Pu b l isher

Candidates endorsed by WFPPAC - (L-R) Hinds County Sheriff Tyree Jones, Ratoya Gilmer McGee, Can-
didate for Election Commission, Dist. 2; Dyamone White, Candidate for Rep. Dist. 63; MS Senator Hillman 
Frazier, Dist. 27; Luigia Hodge, Candidate for Hinds Co. Supervisor, Dist. 1; Justice Court Judge Kenny 
Lewis, Dist. 4; Tamara Grace Butler Washington, Candidate for MS House of Rep. Dist. 69; and Senator 
David Blunt. Dist. 29; (not seen in photo - Credell Calhoun, Hinds County Supervisor, Dist. 3; Sharon Mo-
man, MS House of Rep. Dist. 56; and Roshunda Allen, MS House of Rep. Dist. 66)

Panelist (L-R) Moderator Cassandra Welchlin; Waikinya Clanton; Joi 
Owens Norwood, Dr. Erica Thompson           PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

PHOTOS BY JACKIE HAMPTON AND JAY JOHNSON
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Hinds County School District Weekly Update

Superintendent Dr. Robert Sanders and 
Assistant Superintendents Dr. Antionette 
Woodall and Michelle Ray met with law 
enforcement leaders to discuss proper 
protocol and procedures when a bus 
accident occurs. Pictured are Sheriff Tyree 
Jones, Hinds County Sheriff Department; 
Captain Rick Dean, Mississippi Highway 
Safety Patrol; Deputy Director Joey 
Jamison, Department of Emergency 
Management; and AMR Clinical Education 
Specialist Kolandra Rucker. This was in the 
interest of ensuring that our children and 
staff are responded to in the most expedited 
manner for safety and complete care on site 
of the accident and to ensure that they make 
it to the hospital if necessary and ultimately 
back home safely.
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