
A retirement celebration 
luncheon was held Friday, 
May 5, 2023 at 11 a.m. in the 
Crowne Room at the Jackson 
Hilton Hotel on County Line 
Road, honoring Frances Mor-
ris, who served as president 
of the Woodlea Homeowner’s 
Association for over twenty 

years. Also honored was her 
husband, John Morris, who 
served by her side, through-
out her presidency. 

The luncheon was attended 
by family, friends, members 
of the community, church 
members, as well as city and 
county offi cials, several of 

A deeply thoughtful panel dis-
cussion entitled, ‘What kind of 
monuments do we deserve?’, was 
held at The Two Museums May 
4, 2023. The forum was brought 
to Jackson by the Zócalo Public 
Square, an Arizona State Univer-
sity Media Enterprise in partner-
ship with The Mellon Founda-
tion.

Zócalo Public Square was 
founded in 2003 in Los Angeles, 
and its mission is to connect peo-
ple to ideas and to each other by 
examining essential questions in 
an accessible, broad-minded and 
democratic spirit. This program 
is the second in a two-year event 
and editorial series, ‘How should 
societies remember their sins?’

“At a time when our country’s 
public sphere and our global 
digital conversation have become 
ever more polarized and segre-
gated, Zócalo seeks to create a 
welcoming intellectual space to 
engage a new and diverse genera-
tion in the public square.” (zoca-
lopublicsquare.org). 

The panelists consisted of civil 
rights historian Daphne Cham-

berlain, who currently serves as 
associate professor of History 
and the Brown University-Touga-
loo College Partnership Program 
director; visual and performance 
artist Richard Lou, who is the 
chair of the Department of Art 
at University of Memphis; and 
Patrick Weems, executive direc-
tor of the Emmett Till Interpre-
tive Center and a Monument 
Lab Fellow. Moderator for the 
discussion was William Sturkey, 

associate professor of History at 
the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel-Hill, and the author of 
Hattiesburg – An American City 
in Black and White, published 
by the Belknap Press of Harvard 
University Press, 2019.

Panelists were asked to re-
spond to questions from the mod-
erator as well as audience mem-
bers both in person and online, 
as the event was live streamed 
on YouTube and was recorded by 

several high-profi le media out-
lets. 

Thought-provoking questions 
included: What exactly are mon-
uments and what do they mean in 
our society today? Is there a dif-
ference between monuments and 
memorials or cemeteries? And if 
so, what are the functional dif-
ferences? Why is the discussion 
about monuments so emotional 
and politically charged given the 
silence on this subject? What is 

to be made of this and what mes-
sage does it send to our children? 
What would our country, region, 
or state look like if we had monu-
ments that were not protected by 
removal laws? And, what if we 
had monuments that every stu-
dent wanted to visit?

There was, of course, ample 
discussion about Mississippi, but 
there was also a broader, more 
national focus. According to data 
gathered by the Southern Pov-

erty Law Center (SPLC) as pro-
vided to Newsweek magazine, 
202 Confederate monuments and 
symbols have been brought down 
since the May 25, 2020 murder of 
George Floyd in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota.

On September 8, 2021, when 
the 12-ton statue of General Rob-
ert E. Lee was brought down in 
Richmond, Virginia, then-Gov-

Hearts are saddened over the 
death of Judge LaRita Cooper-
Stokes who transitioned Monday 
morning, May 8, 2023.

As a person for the people, she 
became the fi rst female African-
American judge in Hinds County, 
Mississippi in 2014. Prior to her 
judgeship, Cooper-Stokes served 
on the Jackson City Council for 
Ward 3, resulting from a special 
election in 2012 after her spouse, 
Kenneth Stokes, was elected Dis-
trict 5 Hinds County Supervisor. 
When Cooper-Stokes ascended 
to the bench, Kenneth Stokes re-
claimed his council seat in a spe-
cial election.

In March of this year, Cooper-
Stokes was transferred to a hos-
pital in Houston, Texas after she 
was diagnosed with pneumonia at 
St. Dominic Hospital in Jackson.

www.themississippilink.com
VOL. 29, NO. 30 50¢MAY 11 - 17, 2023

Share this issue with a friend
by mailing it to:

In
si

de

White 
Burgers, 
Black Cash

Michael D. 
Johnson 
Foundation 5K 
Scholarship 
Walk

Page 14Page 15

What kind of monuments do we deserve?

Monuments
Continued on page 3

Morris
Continued on page 3  

Remembering 

Judge LaRita 
Cooper-Stokes
First African-American Female

Judge in Hinds County

Woodlea 
Homeowner’s 

Association honors 
Frances Morris

for 20 yrs of service

Councilman Stokes and Judge Stokes at JSU game in October 2022                           PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

The Morris family- (standing, l-r) John Morris II, Mia and Mitzi Mor-
ris; (seated) John and Frances Morris

Stokes

By Christopher Young  
Contributing Writer

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

By Janice Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer

William Sturkey, Daphne Chamberlain, Richard Lou and Patrick Weems

Stokes
Continued on page 3

Panelists posing after the event.                                                   PHOTOS BY CHRIS YOUNG



LOCAL
2 •  THE MISSISSIPPI LINK  www.themississippilink.comMAY 11 - 17, 2023

The Jackson Film Festival (aka JXN 
FILM FESTIVALTM) is an initiative 
of Soarpreneur, a 501(c)(3) organization 
and movement, designed to empower 
and equip the next generation of content 
creatives, artists and entrepreneurs to 
fulfi ll their artistic and entrepreneurial 
aspirations.

Held annually during the last week of 
July, it is quickly becoming a destina-
tion event for the region.

In celebration of independent fi lm-
making, partners within the fi lm and 
television industry train, prepare 
and develop professional fi lmmakers 
throughout various stages of their ca-
reers. The in-person event with virtual 
options includes industry professionals, 
masterclasses and community outreach 
for the purpose of educating, entertain-
ing and helping emerging artists elevate 
their art.

“We are really excited about the life-
changing possibilities for attendants 
this year. There will be opportunities 
for creatives to pitch their scripts and 
television ideas to industry profession-
als during the pitch camp. In addition 
to transformative training, purposeful 
networking and free screenings, our fes-
tival goers may leave with job offers,” 
said Founder and Executive Director 

Maximus Wright, who has been an in-
dependent fi lmmaker for eight years. 

Wright pitched the festival as “a labor 
of love.” This is the fi rst year that the fes-
tival is a pilot study during this seven-
year period. The leader acknowledged 
partners who believe in what is unfold-
ing among team members. One such 
partner, the Entertainment Industry 
College Outreach Program (EICOP), is 
a non-profi t educational arts workforce 
development program in Burbank, CA. 

EICOP offers paid summer internships 
to undergraduate and graduate students 
at HBCUs in LA, NY and ATL. These 
are innovative pipeline development 
programs designed to provide access 
and opportunity to underrepresented 
students of color and to help meet the 
industry’s diversity goal of employing 
a workforce that is refl ective of the di-
verse communities it serves.

Soarpreneur supports and nurtures 
those who express interest and invest 
time into their development in the art 
of fi lmmaking. “Our outreach has in-
cluded directing youth fi lm camps, the 
production of fi lm shorts either by youth 
and/or featuring youth and award schol-
arships.” Wright noted.

Under Wright’s leadership, Jackson 
is becoming a site for burgeoning new 
voices who strive to fulfi ll their artis-
tic endeavors. Wright and his team at 
Soarpreneur are projecting a seven-year 
fi lmmaker program which began this 
year and will facilitate the growth and 
development of the individual as fi lm-
maker to target her/his primary interests 
and strengths. 

“The primary areas of focus are 
writing, directing, acting, producing, 
editing, camera operation, hair and 
makeup and wardrobe. Other areas in-
clude, but are not limited to, scoring, 
sound engineering, marketing, entre-

preneurship, funding, etc,” Wright 
said.

Wright pitched the festival as “a 
labor of love.” This is the fi rst year 
that the festival is a pilot study dur-
ing this seven-year period. The leader 
acknowledged partners who believe in 
what is unfolding among team mem-
bers. One such partner, the Enter-
tainment Industry College Outreach 
Program (EICOP), is a non-profi t 
educational arts workforce develop-
ment program in Burbank, California. 
Through this program, Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities (HB-
CUs) in Louisiana, New York and At-
lanta offer paid summer internships to 
undergraduate and graduate students. 
According to Wright, “These are inno-
vative pipeline development programs 
designed to provide access and oppor-
tunity to underrepresented students of 
color and to help meet the industry’s 
diversity goal of employing a work-
force that is refl ective of the diverse 
communities it serves.”

Soarpreneur/JXN FILM FESTIVAL, 
an offi cial liaison for EICOP, makes 
inroads at HBCUs in Mississippi and 
within the southern region. Further, it 
serves as an additional training oppor-
tunity for HBCU students interested in 
preparing for and applying to the intern-
ship program.

A masterclass in screenwriting with 
Maximus Wright will be held at Home-
wood Suites by Hilton Jackson Fondren 
Medical District Tuesday, July 25, 2023 
at 5:30 p.m. Dr. Tonea Stewart will 
conduct a masterclass in acting at the 
Jackson Convention Complex Thurs-
day, July 27, 2023, at 5:30 p.m. Bird’s 
Eye Entertainment will conduct a 3-day 
pitch camp at Homewood Suites, Tues-
day, July 25, 2023, through Thursday, 
July 27, 2023, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Wright’s team members are Dr. Can-
dice Love Jackson, director of Educa-
tion, and Esther Young, director of Fi-
nance & Administration and Festival 
Gala director.

Corporate sponsors for this year’s edi-
tion of the JXN FILM FESTIVAL TM 
include WDBD, FOX40, AARP Mis-
sissippi and the Community Founda-
tion for Mississippi. Gala table sponsors 
from individuals and local businesses 
also help support the festival’s work. 
Wright specifi ed, “There is always room 
for more supportive partners.” 

To learn more about JXN FILM FES-
TIVAL, email jxnfi lmfestival@gmail.
com or info@soarpreneur.org. Also 
visit https://jxnfi lmfestival.com/. If you 
are interested in attending the JXN 
FILM FESTIVAL, visit https://www.
eventbrite.com/cc/2023-jxn-film-festi-
valtm-1271479.

Jackson Film Festival producing life-changing 
possibilities for creatives, artists and entrepreneurs

(L-r) Maximus Wright (founder & execu-
tive director); Esther Young (director of 
fi nance); and Candice Love Jackson, Ph.D 
(director of eduction). 
PHOTO COURTESY JXN FILM FESTIVAL

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer
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C04$ Y#44#-"$ N-32#*$ 04:$ @0C).7$ 9#<09:)4<$ -"#$
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N-32#*F$\N"#$80*$0$693;:$*;6639-#9$04:$0:B310-#$
@39$/012*34$Q;?.)1$N1"33.*F$5#9$.#<017$3@$6;?.)1$
*#9B)1#$8)..$.)B#$34$-"93;<"$0..$-"#$.)B#*$3@$-"3*#$
*"#$-3;1"#:F]

A0/'&6-+B2,6/0.$F&$I.)1#$!)*:0.#$@34:.7$9#10..*$
S336#9HN-32#*k$\b$9#C#C?#9$"#9$.#<017$3@$S"9)*H
-)04$.)B)4<F$N"#$80*$-"#$34#$73;$13;.:$.332$-3$@39$
counseling  hile she as ind of amboyant 
8)-"$"#9$"0-*$04:$0..$-"0-P$*"#$:):$0$<33:$M3?F$N"#$
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/;:<#$,0T)-0$S336#9HN-32#*$80*$h^F$=)*)-0-)34$

)*$*#-$@39$%$6FCF$-3$_$6FCFP$E9):07P$(07$VKP$%&%'P$
0-$/012*34$(#C39)0.$E;4#90.$N#9B)1#$dV&&&$D#*-$
D33:938$D).*34$IB#4;#P$/012*34P$()**FiF$E;4#9H
0.$N#9B)1#$)*$*#-$@39$V&$0FCF$0-$A#8$536#$J06-)*-$
S";91"$dVWWW$J#0*.#7$T:$)4$/012*34P$()**FP$N0-H
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%&'( )*+,-.+/0,1( ',2.*34,2( 5)6.
,'-)'( 7/47,2( )**( 8/1( 43093/:-( *)'(
',,;,4+/)-( /-( 5&;*9)'+( "&,123<=(
>3<(?=(3-2(*);;)@,2(&9(@/+8(3(1+)9(
/-(A/48;3-2(B,2-,123<=(>3<(CD(E+F1(
diffi cult to ta e in the many things 
8,(832(+)(13<G(0&1/4(+)(+8,(,3'1()*(
03-<(>/11/11/99/3-1(H&+(8)''/*</-:(
*)'(03-<()*(+8,(',1+()*(&1(@8)(3',(
93/-*&;;<( 3@3',( +83+( 2,19/+,( H,/-:(
+8,( 3-+/+8,1/1( )*( 3-( ,**,4+/6,( 1+3+,(
;,32,'=( 8,( 4)&;2(@,;;( ,-2( &9(@/-.
-/-:(',,;,4+/)-D(
!"#"$ %&'($)$*+,-.$ /&0+,1( 831(

/-4',31,2( >/11/11/99/F1( '3-7/-:( +)(
IJKD(E-(?L?M=(+8,(1+3+,('3-7,2(IJNG(
3-<(9'):',11(/1(9'):',11D(!&H('3-7.
/-:1( 3',O( P'/0,( Q( ICJ=( $4)-)0<(
Q( IJN=( $09;)<0,-+( Q( IJN=( R&1/.
-,11( $-6/')-0,-+( Q( IJK=( $2&43.
+/)-( Q( IJM=( S/143;( !+3H/;/+<( Q( IJL=(
T,3;+843',(.(IJN=(T,3;+843',(U&3;.
/+<(Q(IVL=(T,3;+843',(#44,11(Q(IJV=(
W&H;/4( T,3;+8( Q( IJX=( E-*'31+'&4.
+&',(Q(IJY=(Z3+&'3;($-6/')-0,-+(Q(
IMX=($4)-)0/4(%99)'+&-/+<(Q(IJN=(
$[&3;/+<( Q( ICX=( E-+,'-,+( #44,11( Q(
IJK(3-2("'3-19)'+3+/)-(Q(IJXD

!)=( @83+( 2)( <)&( 2)( @8,-( <)&(
@3-+(+)(03/-+3/-(9)@,'(3-2(4)-+');(
)6,'( \&1+(3H)&+( +8,(@)'1+(9,'*)'0.
/-:( 1+3+,( /-( +8,( -3+/)-]( )̂&( 1+3'+(
by fi ring up the base, and in is-
sissippi, to our sti  ing detriment, 
+83+( 0,3-1( @36/-:( +8,( *)&;( ',2(
0,3+(8/:8(3-2(;)-:D(T,',(/1(8/1('3-+(
'/:8+()&+()*( +8,(1+3'+/-:(:3+,(31(8,(
;3&-48,1(8/1(',,;,4+/)-(43093/:-(/-(
A/48;3-2=(31([&)+,2(H<(23((3((3003$
4+.56D

_><( *'/,-21=( +8/1( /1( 3( 2/**,'.
,-+( :)6,'-)'F1( 43093/:-( +83-( @,(
836,( ,6,'( 1,,-( H,*)',( /-( )&'( 1+3+,(
H,43&1,( @,( 3',( -)+( &9( 3:3/-1+( 3(
;)43;.<)7,;( >/11/11/99/( `,0)4'3+=(
@,(3',(&9(3:3/-1+(3(-3+/)-3;(;/H,'3;(
0348/-,=a( A,,6,1( +);2( 3( 4')@2( /-(
A/48;3-2=( B,2-,123<=( 3+( +8,( 1,4.
)-2(43093/:-(7/47)**(,6,-+D(_"8,<(
3',( ,b+',0,D("8,<( 3',( '32/43;( 3-2(
6/4/)&1D( "8,<( H,;/,6,( @,;*3',( /1(
1&44,11D("8,<(H,;/,6,(+83+(+3b,1(3',(
:))2=(3-2(H&1/-,11,1(3',(H32D("8,<(
+8/-7(H)<1(43-(H,(:/';1=(+83+(H3H/,1(
836,(-)(;/*,=(3-2(+83+()&'(1+3+,(3-2(
)&'(-3+/)-(3',('34/1+Da

A,,6,1( 4)-+/-&,2( /-( 8/1( 19,,48=(
_"8,<(+8/-7(+8,<(43-(+,348(3;;()*(&1(
>/11/11/99/3-1(3(;,11)-D("8,<(2)(-)+(
;/7,(@8)(@,(3',=(3-2(+8,<(2)(-)+(;/7,(
@83+( @,( H,;/,6,D( "8,<( ;))7( 3+( 3;;(
@,(836,(344)09;/18,2(31(4)-1,'63.
+/6,1=(3-2(+8,<(83+,(/+D("8,<(1,,()&'(
9'):',11()-(,2&43+/)-(3-2(+8,(,4)-.
)0<( 3-2( +8,<(@3-+( +)( 1+)9( /+D( )̂&(
1,,=(3(1&44,11*&;=(+8'/6/-:=(:')@/-:(
>/11/11/99/(2),1(-)+(@)'7(*)'(+8,0=(
-)+(/*(/+(/1(3;1)(3(5)2.*,3'/-:=(*30.
/;<(;)6/-:(3-2(+'&+8.H,;/,6/-:=(83'2.
@)'7/-:( 4)-1,'63+/6,( >/11/11/99/D(
"8,<(@3-+(>/11/11/99/(+)(H,(+8,(H&++(
)*( +8,/'( \)7,1D( "8,<( @3-+( +)( 7/47(

>/11/11/99/(3')&-2=(3-2(<)&(3-2(0,(
3',(1/09;<(/-(+8,/'(@3<Da

)̂&(\&1+(43-F+(037,(+8/1(1+&**(&9D(
B,;;=(+8,-(3:3/-=(/*(<)&(3',(+'</-:(+)(
turn truth into fi ction, it loo s li e 
<)&(43-(037,(/+(&9D(E+F1(3(6,'1/)-()*(
H347@3'2.;))7/-:( 9)@,'( H')7,'1(
+83+(7,,9()&'(1+3+,(3+(+8,(H)++)0(3+.
+,09+/-:(+)(8))2@/-7(+8,(H31,(/-+)(
H,;/,6/-:(+8,<(3',(6/4+/01D(>/11/1.
1/99/(831(3;@3<1('3-7,2(3+(+8,(+)9()*(
+8,(;/1+()*(4',3+/-:(6/4+/01D

"8,( @8);,( _+8,<F',( )&+( +)( :,+(
&1a( +8,0,( /1( +8,( 0)1+( ;3&:83H;,=(
[&/47;<( *);;)@,2( H<( _;/H,'3;1(@8)(
+8/-7( )&'( 1+3+,( 3-2( )&'( -3+/)-( 3',(
'34/1+Da(B/+8(3;;(2&,(',19,4+( +)( +8,(
offi ce of the governor, e s  ash 
>/1+,'( 5)6,'-)'=( -)( )-,( +8/-71(
>/11/11/99/( /1( '34/1+G(0)1+(7-)@( /+(
H,43&1,(+8,<(1,,(/+(3-2(*,,;(/+(,6,'<(
1/-:;,(23<D(

"8,<( 1,,( +8,( 8/:8,1+( /-43'4,'3.
+/)-( '3+,1( /-( +8,( @)';2( @/+8( +@).
+8/'21()*( /-03+,1(H,/-:(-)-.@8/+,=(
/-(3(1+3+,(@/+8(3(VKc(@8/+,(9)9&;3.
+/)-D("8,<( 1,,( NJc()*( 1+3+,( 8,321(
)*(3:,-4/,1(H,/-:(@8/+,=(@/+8(-,3';<(
JLc()*(+8,(9)9&;3+/)-(/1(H;347D

"8,<( 1,,( )99',11/6,( 1&H\&:3.
+/)-( )*( 6)+/-:( '/:8+1( +3':,+/-:( +8,(
4)&-+<d4/+<(@/+8(+8,(8/:8,1+(9,'4,-+(
)*( #*'/43-( #0,'/43-1D( "8,<( 13@(
your fi sts clinched li e a petulant 
48/;2(@8,-(<)&(832(+)(1+3-2(H,8/-2(
e3471)-F1(#*'/43-.#0,'/43-(03<)'(
P8)7@,(#-+3'(f&0&0H3(3-2($W#(
#20/-/1+'3+)'( >/483,;( A,:3-( ;31+(
!,9+,0H,'(2&'/-:(+8,(@3+,'(4'/1/1D

"8,<( 1,,( <)&( 4)-+/-&,( +)( 4,;.
,H'3+,( +8,(8,'/+3:,()*(4)-*,2,'3+,1(
3--&3;;<=(@8/;,( +&'-/-:( <)&'( H347(
)-(R;347(T/1+)'<(>)-+8D("8,<(1,,(
<)&( 43;;( 3( 19,4/3;( ;,:/1;3+/6,( 1,1.
1/)-(+)(3@3'2(3(0&;+/.0/;;/)-.2);;3'(
4)093-<(g?JY(0/;;/)-(/-(+3b(/-4,-.
+/6,1( @8,-( <)&( ',*&1,2( +)( 2)( +8,(
130,( /-( +8,( @3+,'( 4'/1/1( *)'( e347.
1)-=(+8,(4/+<(+83+(4)-+'/H&+,1(?Nc()*(
+8,(1+3+,F1(5')11(`)0,1+/4(W')2&4+(
hR&',3&()*(f3H)'(!+3+/1+/41iD

>'D(5)6,'-)'=(@,(7-)@(,b34+;<(
@8)(<)&(3',(3-2(@83+(<)&(H,;/,6,(
/-( ',:3'2;,11( )*( @83+( <)&( 13<( )-(
+8,(43093/:-(+'3/;D(B,(2)-+(*)':,+(
+8/-:1( ;/7,( <)&'( ,**)'+( +)( :,+( +3b.
93<,'1( +)( 93<( *)'( 3( 9'/63+,( 344,11(
')32(+)(<)&'(',1/2,-4,D(B,(2)-+(*)'.
:,+(+83+(<)&(2,-/,2(+8,(4/+<()*(e347.
1)-(H)-21(*)'(@3+,'(1<1+,0(',93/'1(
3;;(+8,(@3<(H347(@8,-(<)&(@,',()-(
+8,(R)-2(P)00/11/)-=(+,;;/-:(W3&;(
53;;)( )-( !&9,'"3;7( '32/)=( _EF6,(
-,6,'(6)+,2(3:3/-1+(+83+(H,43&1,(/+F1(
-,6,'(:)++,-(+)(+8,(R)-2(P)00/1.
1/)-D(E*(@,(3',(-)+(4)0*)'+3H;,=(@,(
-,6,'(H'/-:(/+(&9(*)'(3(6)+,Da

B,(7-)@(@8)(<)&(3',(,6,'<(+/0,(
<)&( 1+');;( )&+( +8)1,( 9/47.<)&'1,;*.
&9.H<.<)&'.H))+1+'391( 3++/+&2,1=(
3-2(31(<)&(',*&1,(+)(9&18(*)'(+8,(,b.
93-1/)-()*(>,2/43/2(,6,-(@8,-(+8,(
*,2,'3;(:)6,'-0,-+(93<1(+8,(H&;7()*(
+8,(4)1+1D(>'D(5)6,'-)'=(<)&(9',1/2,(
)6,'(3(1+3+,(+83+(@)&;2(H,(H3-7'&9+(
@,',( /+( -)+( *)'( JYc( )*( /+1( ',6,-&,(
4)0/-:(+)(+8,(4)**,'1(2/',4+;<(*')0(
+8,( *,2,'3;( :)6,'-0,-+D( ,̂1=( @,(
7-)@(@8)(<)&(3',(*)'(1)(03-<(',3.
1)-1=(>'D(5)6,'-)'=(3-2(@,(1&',;<(
7-)@(+83+(<)&(3',(-)+(*)'(&1D

e&1+()6,'(1/b(0)-+81(3:)=(>)'-.
ing onsult tagged you as the fi fth 
0)1+( &-9)9&;3'( :)6,'-)'( /-( +8,(
-3+/)-D( "8,( 9);;( ',;3<,2=( _%*( +8,(
03-<( A,9&H;/43-( :)6,'-)'1( '&-.
-/-:(*)'( ',,;,4+/)-(@/+8/-( +8,(-,b+(
*)&'( <,3'1=( A,,6,1( '3-71( ;31+( /-(
#0,'/43Da

B,( 3',( 3( 9'3<,'*&;( 1+3+,=( >'D(
5)6,'-)'=(3-2(@,(3',(:)/-:(+)(4)-.
+/-&,( +)(9'3<( *)'(<)&D(B,(3',(3;1)(
:)/-:(+)(,b,'4/1,()&'(4)-1+/+&+/)-3;(
'/:8+(+)(6)+,D(B,(-,,2(3(+'&,(48/,*(
,b,4&+/6,D(B,( -,,2( 1)0,)-,(@/+8(
+8,( 6/1/)-( )*( 3( *)'@3'2.+8/-7/-:=(
9')19,')&1( 3-2( ,[&/+3H;,( >/11/1.
1/99/G( 1)0,)-,( @/+8( +8,( 3H/;/+<( +)(
4',3+,(3(1+'3+,:<(+)(/09;,0,-+(+83+(
6/1/)-(3-2(+)(H'/-:(9,)9;,(+):,+8,'G(
1)0,)-,(@8)(H,;/,6,1( /-()99)'+&.
-/+<(*)'(3;;G(1)0,)-,(@8)(H,;/,6,1(
/-( ;/*+/-:( 3;;( H)3+1=( -)+( \&1+(0,:3.
<348+1D

>/11/11/99/(831(/-+,-+/)-3;;<(4',3+,2(8&'.
2;,1( +83+( 9',6,-+( +8,(03\)'/+<.H;347( 439/.
+3;(4/+<()*(e3471)-(*')0(',4,/6/-:(,-)&:8(
0)-,<( +)( ',93/'( 3( ;)-:.+')&H;,2( @3+,'(
1<1+,0(+83+(-,3';<(4);;391,2( ;31+(<,3'=( +8,(
!)&+8,'-(W)6,'+<(f3@(P,-+,'( 13/2(S'/23<(
/-(3--)&-4/-:(3(-,@(4/6/;('/:8+1(4)09;3/-+(
it fi led  

"8,(4,-+,'(317,2(+8,(jD!D("',31&'<(`,.
93'+0,-+(+)(/-6,1+/:3+,(>/11/11/99/F1('&;,1(
*)'(2/1+'/H&+/-:(gJVL(0/;;/)-(+)(@3+,'(1<1.
+,01()9,'3+,2(H<(4/+/,1=(4)&-+/,1(3-2('&'3;(
@3+,'( 311)4/3+/)-1D( "8,( *&-21( 430,( *')0(
93-2,0/4( ',;/,*(0)-,<( 2/1+'/H&+,2( H<( +8,(
*,2,'3;(:)6,'-0,-+D(

tate offi cials said in ovember that 
e3471)-(@)&;2( ',4,/6,( gCVDX(0/;;/)-=( 3-2(
+83+( +8,( 4/+<( @)&;2( 836,( +)( 03+48( +83+(
30)&-+(Q(3(03+48/-:(',[&/',0,-+(/-(9;34,(
for larger communities in the fi rst round of 
*&-2/-:D(

!)&+8,'-(W)6,'+<(f3@(P,-+,'(13/2(/-(+8,(
complaint, hich it fi led uesday, that the 
1+3+,F1( 399;/43+/)-( *)'( +8,( :'3-+( 9'):'30(
*3/;,2( +)(4)-1/2,'( +8,(2/',(-,,2( *)'( 4)1+;<(
/09')6,0,-+1( +)( +8,( ;3':,1+(@3+,'( 1<1+,0(
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NATIONAL

Proud Boys leader Enrique Tar-

rio wasn’t even in Washington when 

members of his extremist group, an-

gry over Donald Trump’s election 

loss, stormed the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 

6, 2021. Yet federal prosecutors, us-

ing his words, won a conviction on 

the most serious charge levied in the 

insurrection.

The seditious conspiracy guilty 

verdicts of Tarrio and three lieuten-

ants handed down Thursday – after a 

contentious and erratic trial that last-

ed more than twice as long as expect-

ed – bolster the Justice Department’s 

record in its historic prosecution of 

the Capitol attack. The investigation 

has now led to convictions against 

two top extremist group leaders on a 

legally complex charge that’s rarely 

ever brought and can be diffi cult to 
prove. 

The verdicts could further em-

bolden the Justice Department and 

special counsel Jack Smith as they 

dig into efforts by Trump and his 

allies to undo President Joe Biden’s 

victory. 

Mostly in private, Smith’s work is 

proceeding apace. Just last week, a 

federal grand jury – meeting in the 

same courthouse where the Proud 

Boys trial was held – heard hours of 

testimony from former Vice Presi-

dent Mike Pence, who has publicly 

described a pressure campaign by 

Trump aimed at getting him to halt 

Congress’ certifi cation of the elec-
tion results. 

In the Proud Boys case, prosecu-

tors secured a conviction by relying 

on Jan. 6 rhetoric and a legal theory 

alleging that Tarrio and his lieuten-

ants mobilized a loyal group of foot 

soldiers – or “tools” – to supply the 

force necessary to carry out their 

plot to stop the transfer of power 

from Trump to Biden on Jan. 20. 

Could the Justice Department fol-

low a similar path with Trump? Af-

ter all, just before the riot erupted 

he urged his supporters to go to the 

Capitol and “fi ght like hell.’’ The 
House committee that investigat-

ed the insurrection recommended 

Trump be prosecuted for “assisting 

and providing aid and comfort to an 

insurrection.”

“Who inspired them to do that? 

Who directed them to do that? Who 

was the person telling his followers 

to ‘fi ght like hell’? Of course, that’s 
former President Trump,” said Jim-

my Gurulé, a University of Notre 

Dame law professor. “He’s not silent. 

He’s not oblivious to what’s going 

on. He’s leading the charge. He’s en-

couraging them to act.” 

But some experts say the success-

ful prosecution of the Proud Boys 

may not make it any easier to bring 

a case against Trump. 

“Tarrio wasn’t there, but he was 

responsible because he was the one 

who was an organizer and leader,” 

said Laurie Levenson, a former fed-

eral prosecutor now a professor at 

Loyola Marymount Law School. 

“People might say ‘Well, wouldn’t 

that apply to Trump?’ It might,’’ she 

said.

“But you have to again have the 

very direct evidence that Trump 

calling people to storm the Capitol, 

he was calling them to violence. And 

I’m not sure we have the answer to 

that yet, although I think the special 

counsel is getting closer, putting 

people like Mike Pence in the grand 

jury,” she added. 

Attorney General Merrick Gar-

land alluded to the wider investiga-

tion after Tarrio’s conviction, declar-

ing, “Our work will continue.’’ 

“Today’s verdict makes clear 

the Justice Department will do ev-

erything in its power to defend the 

American people and American de-

mocracy,” Garland said. 

Trump loomed large over the 

monthslong Proud Boys trial at the 

U.S. Courthouse in Washington, 

where the Capitol can be seen in the 

distance from the windows. Lawyers 

for one of Tarrio’s co-defendants at 

one point said they wanted to call the 

former president to the witness stand, 

although the idea went nowhere. 

Prosecutors argued that the Proud 

Boys saw themselves as “Trump’s 

army” and were prepared to do what-

ever it took to keep their preferred 

leader in power. Messages displayed 

throughout the trial showed Tarrio 

warning that the Proud Boys would 

become “political prisoners” if 

Biden were to become president. As 

the riot proceeded, he gloated about 

his group’s role, writing in one mes-

sage, “We did this.” 

Tarrio’s lawyers, however, sought 

to use Trump as part of his defense, 

claiming the former president was to 

blame and that prosecutors were try-

ing to use Tarrio as a scapegoat for 

the president – an argument jurors 

appear to have roundly rejected. 

Trump has denied inciting any vi-

olence on Jan. 6 and has argued that 

he was fully permitted by the First 

Amendment to challenge his loss to 

Biden. 

This was the third seditious con-

spiracy trial stemming from the riot, 

which left dozens of police offi cers 
injured and sent lawmakers dashing 

for safety and into hiding.

Stewart Rhodes – the founder of 

the Oath Keepers, another far-right 

extremist group – was convicted in 

November, and the Justice Depart-

ment in a court fi ling Friday recom-
mended he be sentenced to 25 years 

in prison. Four other Oath Keepers 

were convicted in a second trial. 

Tarrio was at a hotel in Baltimore 

when the chaos unfolded Jan. 6, hav-

ing been kicked out of the capital city 

after being arrested two days ear-

lier on allegations that he defaced a 

Black Lives Matter banner. Law en-

forcement later said that Tarrio was 

picked up in part to quell potential 

violence. 

Three Proud Boys members were 

convicted of the sedition charge 

alongside him: Ethan Nordean, Jo-

seph Biggs and Zachary Rehl. A fi fth 
defendant, Dominic Pezzola, was ac-

quitted of seditious conspiracy, but 

convicted of other serious crimes. 

It’s not clear how closely special 

counsel Jack Smith and his team of 

prosecutors were tracking the trial 

or taking stock of the verdicts. Smith 

has his own team of prosecutors – 

separate from Justice Department 

lawyers working on more than 1,000 

Jan. 6 cases who are probing efforts 

by Trump and his allies to subvert 

the election results. 

Since his appointment in Novem-

ber, Smith has cast a broad net in de-

manding interviews and testimony 

related to fundraising, Trump’s rally 

that preceded the riot on Jan. 6, and 

communications between Trump as-

sociates and election offi cials in bat-
tleground states. Separately, Smith is 

investigating the presence of classi-

fi ed documents at Trump’s Florida 
Mar-a-Lago estate and Trump’s po-

tential efforts to obstruct the govern-

ment’s work to get them back. 

In Georgia on Friday, the attorney 

for eight Republican fake electors 

who signed a certifi cate falsely say-
ing Trump had won the state said 

they had agreed to immunity deals in 

Georgia’s investigation into Trump’s 

actions. 

As for the Proud Boys, George 

Washington University law profes-

sor Stephen Saltzburg, who used to 

work in the Justice Department, said 

he believes Thursday’s verdict will 

have “zero impact” on Smith and 

his team. There hasn’t been any evi-

dence of communications between 

high-ranking Trump White House 

offi cials and the Proud Boys, he 
noted. 

“If that sort of thing does exist, 

then it wouldn’t matter what the jury 

did in this (Proud Boys) case because 

there would be independent evidence 

that other people were conspiring,” 

Saltzburg said. “If there’s not similar 

evidence involving the president and 

people around him, then it’s a harder 

case.” 

One of the hallmarks of a conspir-

acy charge is that prosecutors don’t 

have to allege a defendant took every 

action themselves, said Randall Elia-

son, another former federal prosecu-

tor now a GW law professor. 

“So someone like Tarrio doesn’t 

have to actually participate in the riot 

itself and can still be held account-

able,” Eliason said. “The same is true 

of people in the White House” and 

anyone else who could reasonably be 

considered to have been part of the 

conspiracy without having set foot in 

the Capitol, he said. 

Still, Eliason downplayed the 

impact the verdict could have on 

Smith’s charging decisions, noting 

that it’s hardly a revelation that con-

spiracies can wrap up a broad range 

of defendants and not just direct par-

ticipants. 

“I wouldn’t say personally that this 

verdict is going to embolden him to 

do something he might otherwise 

have worried about doing,” he said. 

By Alanna Durkin Richer, 
Michael Kunzelman And Eric Tucker 
The Associated Press
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LaJoia Broughton, a 41-year-old 

small-business owner, considers her-

self a fan of President Joe Biden. 

He’s provided opportunities for 

black-owned business while bringing 

integrity to the White House, she said. 

Her decision for 2024 is not in doubt. 

“Biden has proven himself in the 

last few years, and I’ll be voting for 

him in the next election,” said Brough-

ton, who owns a lobbying and public 

affairs fi rm in Columbia, South Caro-
lina’s capital city.

Destiny Humphreys is less enthusi-

astic. The 22-year-old senior at South 

Carolina State University, the state’s 

only public historically black college 

or university, or HBCU, said she’s dis-

appointed in the president, feeling his 

accomplishments have so far not lived 

up to his promises. 

“Honestly, I feel like right now 

America is in a state of emergency. 

We need some real change,” said 

Humphreys, who remains unsure 

about her vote in next year’s election. 

After a dismal start to his 2020 

presidential campaign, black voters in 

South Carolina rallied behind Biden, 

reviving his White House ambitions 

by driving his Democratic rivals from 

the race and ultimately putting him 

on a path to defeating then-President 

Donald Trump. But at the outset of 

Biden’s reelection bid, the confl icting 
views among the same voters provide 

an early warning sign of the challeng-

es he faces as he aims to revive the di-

verse coalition that proved so crucial 

to him before. 

Black voters formed the heart of 

Biden’s base of support and any dip in 

support could prove consequential in 

some of the most fi ercely competitive 
states, such as Georgia, Michigan and 

Wisconsin. Well aware of the chal-

lenge, the Biden campaign says it’s 

confi dent in its message and is plan-
ning to highlight how the president 

has prioritized issues that are impor-

tant to black Americans. 

“The progress made in the fi rst two 
years – whether it’s the historically low 

black unemployment rate, unprece-

dented funding to HBCUs, or halving 

the black poverty rate in half – is all at 

stake in 2024,” campaign spokesman 

Kevin Munoz said in an emailed state-

ment. “The campaign will work hard 

to earn every vote, and expand on its 

winning 2020 coalition.”

Yet there are some early signs that 

Biden will have work to do to gener-

ate enthusiasm among black voters for 

another run. 

Biden’s approval rating among 

black adults has fl uctuated over his 
two years in offi ce. As with most de-
mographic groups, the latest Associ-

ated Press-NORC Center for Public 

Affairs Research poll fi nds his 58% 
current approval rating among black 

adults sitting well below where he be-

gan. Roughly 9 in 10 black adults ap-

proved of Biden over his fi rst months 
in offi ce. 

While only about half of Democrats 

overall say they want Biden to run 

again in 2024, 81% say they would 
defi nitely or probably support him if 
he were the nominee. The groundswell 

isn’t as stark among black adults: 41% 
say they want him to run and only 

55% say they are likely to support him 
in the general election. 

APVoteCast, an extensive national 

survey of the electorate, also found 

that support for Republican candi-

dates ticked up slightly among black 

voters during last year’s elections, 

even though those voters overwhelm-

ingly supported Democrats. 

South Carolina provides an early 

barometer on how black voters are 

viewing Biden shortly after his quiet 

campaign launch, via a video message 

late last month. 

After his 2020 campaign was res-

cued, Biden rewarded the black voters 

who are decisive in South Carolina 

Democratic politics by moving the 

state to the head of the party’s nomi-

nating schedule next year. He also 

followed through with his campaign 

pledge to appoint the fi rst black wom-
an to the Supreme Court. 

But interviews two years into his 

presidency with more than a dozen 

black voters representing a variety of 

ages and backgrounds reveal mixed 

views, especially between older and 

younger voters. 

Many younger voters said they 

aren’t convinced that Biden has deliv-

ered on their most important priori-

ties. 

“He wouldn’t have been president 

without us,” said Courtney McClain, 

a 22-year-old recent graduate of the 

University of South Carolina, who 

voted for Biden in 2020, her fi rst presi-
dential election. 

Getting her loans forgiven, both for 

her bachelor’s degree and a planned 

master’s program, is a top priority for 

her. She applauds Biden’s attempt at 

a college loan forgiveness program, 

but is frustrated that the plan is now 

in doubt after it was challenged in the 

courts by Republicans. 

“So, I defi nitely think moving for-
ward, if he wants to promise some-

thing as large as that, I think he should 

put the steps in place to make sure that 

he’s able to go through with that be-

fore he just says it out loud,” McClain 

said. 

Biden’s plan, announced last Au-

gust, would have erased $10,000 in 

federal student loan debt for those 

with incomes below $125,000 a 

year, or households earning less than 

$250,000, and canceled an additional 

$10,000 for those who received fed-

eral Pell Grants. Its fate is uncertain 

after the Supreme Court last Decem-

ber said it would deliberate over the 

program’s future. 

Many younger voters also cited the 

economy, especially lowering infl a-
tion, as a top priority. Several noted a 

lack of enthusiasm among their peers 

for a second Biden run, even while ac-

knowledging they didn’t see a realistic 

alternative. But they wondered how 

lackluster support might affect turn-

out next year. 

“For people to vote, and to be eager 

to vote, you have to actually want to 

vote for the person,” said Ace Cony-

ers, a 22-year-old at South Carolina 

State. 

Bailey Scott, a junior at the school, 

said she’s not excited about voting in 

the 2024 presidential election because 

people she would like to see in offi ce 
won’t be running.” 

“So I’m just going to have to pick 

the lesser evil,” she said. “And as of 

right now, that does seem like Joe 

Biden and Kamala Harris.” 

Associated Press writer Hannah 
Fingerhut in Washington contributed 
to this report. 

Tyre Nichols died of blows to the head suf-

fered when he was beaten by Memphis police 

during a January arrest, an autopsy report re-

leased Thursday showed. 

The autopsy said the manner of death was 

homicide. The report released by the medical 

examiner in Memphis described brain injuries, 

cuts and bruises to the head and other parts of 

the body. 

Nichols was black, as were the fi ve police 
offi cers fi red and charged with second-degree 
murder and other counts after his death. They 

pleaded not guilty Feb. 17. 

Ben Crump, an attorney for the Nichols fam-

ily, said they were briefed Wednesday on the 

autopsy report by the district attorney in Shelby 

County, which includes Memphis. 

“The offi cial autopsy report further propels 
our commitment to seeking justice for this 

senseless tragedy,” a statement released by 

Crump’s law fi rm said. 
Offi cers who were part of a crime-suppres-

sion team known as ‘Scorpion’ caught up with 

Nichols and punched him, kicked him, and 

slugged him with a baton as he yelled for his 

mother. 

After the beating, as shown by video, offi cers 
stood by and talked with one another as Nichols 

struggled with his injuries while he was on the 

ground. Video and other records also showed 

one offi cer took photos of Nichols as he was 
propped up against an unmarked police car. 

Nichols was taken to a hospital in an ambu-

lance that left the site of the beating 27 minutes 

after emergency medical technicians arrived, 

authorities said. 

Nichols, 29, died three days later. His funeral 

was held Feb. 1. 

Police said Nichols had been suspected of 

reckless driving, but no verifi ed evidence of a 
traffi c violation has emerged in public docu-
ments or in video footage. Memphis Police 

Chief Cerelyn “CJ” Davis has said she has seen 

no evidence justifying the stop or the offi cers’ 
response. Davis disbanded the Scorpion unit af-

ter Nichols’ death. 

According to the autopsy, ethanol or drink-

ing alcohol and tetrahydrocannabinol, or THC, 

were detected in Nichols’ system. THC is found 

in marijuana. 

“The concentrations of alcohol and THC de-

tected were low,” said Dr. Andrew Stolbach, a 

medical toxicologist with Johns Hopkins Uni-

versity School of Medicine, who reviewed the 

autopsy report at the request of The Associated 

Press. 

The alcohol level is “about equivalent to a 

drink or two,” Stolbach said. “It’s a level that a 

lot of people would have after drinking socially, 

people capable of driving home legally.” 

In addition to the fi ve black offi cers fi red and 
charged with murder, one white offi cer who 
was involved in the initial traffi c stop has been 
fi red. That offi cer will not face charges for his 
role in Nichols’ death. Another offi cer who has 
not been identifi ed also has been fi red. An ad-
ditional offi cer retired before he could be fi red. 

Three Memphis Fire Department employees 

who were at the site of the arrest have also been 

fi red. Two Shelby County sheriff’s deputies 
who also were there were suspended. 

Nichols’ family, their lawyers, community 

leaders and activists have called for changes 

within the Memphis Police Department con-

cerning issues related to traffi c stops, use of 
force, improving transparency and other poli-

cies. The city council has passed an ordinance 

ending traffi c stops based solely on a single sec-
ondary violation, such as an improperly placed 

license tag. 

Nichols’ mother has fi led a $550 million fed-
eral lawsuit against the city, the police depart-

ment and Davis. The city has declined comment 

on the lawsuit.

Black voters backing Biden, but not with 2020 enthusiasm

By Adrian Sainz
Associated Press

By Ayanna Alexander
Associated Press
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New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
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“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir
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physically delivered to the offi ce of the Bureau of Build-
ing, Grounds and Real Property Management, 501 North 
West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, 
until 2:00:00 p.m. (14:00:00 Military Time) on Thursday, 
06/08/2023, for:

RE: GS# 320-085 ARPA Mit. - MCCF 
 Department of Corrections
 RFx # 3160005846

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Con-
tract documents may be obtained from:

Professional: Engineering Resource Group, Inc. 
Address:     Post Offi ce Drawer 16443
  Jackson, Mississippi 39236
Phone:  601-362-3552
Email:      mbutler@ergms.com

A deposit of $100.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be 
in accordance with Instructions to Bidders bound in the 
project manual.  The Bureau of Building, Grounds and 
Real Property Management reserves the right to waive 
irregularities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Tele-
phones and desks will not be available for bidders use at 
the bid site.

Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Manage-
ment

5/4/2023, 5/11/2023
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Electronic RFP proposals for the above RFP will be received by the Board 
of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 
South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevail-
ing Time), May 24, 2023 at which time and place. Responses will not be 
publicly opened and read aloud due to the nature of the information listed. 
Interested parties may request an open records request once awarded pro-
posal is approved by the Board of Trustees. The Board of Trustees reserves 
the right to reject any and all RFPs, to waive informalities, and to withhold the 
acceptance of any RFP if approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date 
RFPs/ are opened.

There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Down-
load from Central Bidding website at www.centralbidding.com for a small fee 
of $49.99 or visit JPSD website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us and download. 
Vendors must be registered with Central Bidding in order to electronically 
upload RFPs proposals at no cost. For any questions concerning the process, 
or how to register, please contact Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. 
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, 
must be delivered to JPSD Central Offi ce, Business Offi ce, Attn: Bettie Jones, 
C/O Mr. Earl Burke, 662 South President Street, Jackson, MS 39201

5/11/2023, 5/18/2023
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The City of Jackson (“City”) is seeking to develop CDCB, 
HOME, HOPWA, CDBC-CV, ESG, HOME-ARP projects 
throughout the City of Jackson. This RFP is to secure 
a consultant to provide Categorically Excluded 24 CFR 
Part 58 environmental reviews using the HUD Online 
Environmental Review System (HEROES). The proposal 
will also include draft public notices as not required (not 
including cost of publication) and all required supporting 
documentation. The estimated hours and resources to 
complete the reviewed and provide any necessary tech-
nical assistance are listed below. If the project requires 
extensive compliance efforts due to potential adverse en-
vironmental impacts such as effects to historic properties, 
site contamination, or any of the other 58.5 or 58.6 laws 
and authorities, additional time may be required complete 
the process. 

Proposal Submission Procedures 

Prospers shall submit one (1) original signed, six (6) cop-
ies of their response. For this RFP, all responses will be 
received by the Offi ce of the City Clerk until 3:30 p.m., 
Central time on May 30th 2023. Electronic responses 
(thumb Drive/pdf) can be submitted at www.centralbid-
ding.com . For questions relating to the electronic sub-
mission process, please call Central Bidding at 225-
810-4814. Prospective prospers should notify cdotson@
jacksonms.gov to be added to the list to receive written 
addendum, and inquiry responses. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-
discrimination in public contracting and professional ser-
vices. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote 
full and equal business opportunity for all person doing 
business with the City. 

67$/"&8/.)/09&8(+",./+&
Department of Planning and Development 
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

5/11/2023, 5/18/2023
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Reverse Auction bidding for the above bid will be received by the Board of 
Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 
South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevail-
ing Time), May 19, 2023, at which time Reverse Auction bidding begins elec-
tronically. A Pre-Bid Conference concerning this Reverse Auction project will 
be held at 101 Dr. Dennis Holloway Drive, Jackson, MS 39203 on Wednes-
day, May 10, 2023 at 2:00 P.M. Attendance at the pre-bid conferences is non-
mandatory but strongly encouraged. The Board of Trustees reserves the right 
to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the accep-
tance of any bid if approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date Reverse 
Auction bid opening ends.

Unpriced Specifi cation responses must be submitted for this bid event. Speci-
fi cations are due no later than (5:00 p.m., May 12, 2023) local time to be the 
given the opportunity to participate in the auction. Vendors submitting ac-
ceptable specifi cation responses will be invited to participate in the electronic 
reverse auction at www.centralbidding.com on May 19, 2023 beginning at 
10:00 a.m. local time. Vendors must be registered with Central Bidding in 
order to participate in the reverse auction. For any questions concerning the 
reverse auction process or how to register, please contact Central Bidding at 
225-810-4814.

Special Notice
Also, until further notice, all opening will be recorded and uploaded to the 
JPSD web site at https://www.youtube.com/jpsitv for public viewing due to 
covid 19. Vendors will not be allowed to sit in on the bid openings.

5/4/2023, 5/11/2023
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Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.
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,5<A3.;*43B/ 35F;4;6.-3.;*4/
>-*F/U3AP6*4/2.3.,/$4;M,-6;C

.@1/?,/936/34/,5<A3.;*43B/6=,C
A;3B;6./5,E-,,/345/3/5*A.*-3.,/
>-*F/.9,/$4;M,-6;.@/*>/2*<.9C
,-4/#;66;66;==;/;4/,5<A3.;*43B/
35F;4;6.-3.;*41/
?,/;6/3/E-35<3.,/*>/.9,/#;6C

6;66;==;/ 2A9**B/ I*3-5/ V66*C
A;3.;*4O6/8,-6=,A.;M,/2<=,-;4C
.,45,4./0,35,-69;=/VA35,F@1/
2345,-6/ D;BB/ 366<F,/ 9;6/

B,35,-69;=/ =*6;.;*4/ 36/ 6<=,-C
;4.,45,4./*>/.9,/?;456/!*<4.@/
2A9**B/:;6.-;A./U<B@/G7/RWRS1

'9,/ ,3-B@/ GXYW6/ D,-,/ .<-+<C
B,4./ .;F,6/ >*-/ #;66;66;==;1/ )3C
A;3B7/ 6*A;3B7/ =*B;.;A3B/ 345/ ,A*C
4*F;A/<=9,3M3B6/;4.,->,-,5/D;.9/
.9,/-;E9.6/*>/V>-;A34/VF,-;A346/
D9*/ D,-,/ 6<==-,66,5/ .9-*<E9/
M;*B,4A,/345/*.9,-/ >*-F6/*>/ ;4C
.;F;53.;*41/ 'D*/ ,4.;.;,6/ D,-,/
.9,/ 3E,4.6/ .93./ =,-=,.-3.,5/ .9,/
<=9,3M3B61
'9,/ #;66;66;==;/ 2.3.,/ 2*MC

,-,;E4.@/ !*FF;66;*4/ D36/ A-,C
3.,5/+@/34/3A./*>/.9,/#;66;66;==;/
0,E;6B3.<-,/;4/GXZY/345/*=,-3.,5/
3./ .9,/D;BB/*>/ .9,/E*M,-4*-1/'9,/
L9;.,/ !;.;[,46O/ !*<4A;B6/ A-,C
3.,5/ 34/ 3.F*6=9,-,/ *>/ >,3-/ 345/
+B**569,51
:,6=;.,/#;66;66;==;O6/ .,F=,6C

.<*<6/ 6.-,3P7/ :-1/ L3B.,-/ )*6,/
B,>./ !3B;>*-4;3/ 345/ 3--;M,5/ ;4/
&45;34*B3/ ;4/ GXYS/ 36/ 3/ >3F;B@/
F,5;A;4,/ =9@6;A;341/ &4/ 3/ -,A,4./
.,B,=9*4,/A*4M,-63.;*4/D;.9/.9,/
5*A.*-7/9,/,J=B3;4,5/.93./H5<-;4E/
.9,/ ,3-B@/ GXYW67/ 693-,A-*==;4E/
D36/ <.;B;[,5/ ;4/ .9,/ #;66;66;==;/
:,B.31/ 293-,A-*==,-6/ 693-,5/
D;.9/.9,/*D4,-6/\W/3A-,6/3./ .9,/
,45/ *>/ .9,/ @,3-1/"D4,-6/D*<B5/
6*F,.;F,6/.3P,/35M34.3E,/*>/.9,/
693-,A-*==,-6/ ]+@/ =3@;4E/ .9,F/
B,66/*>/.9,;-/,3-4,5/D3E,6^1K

n his role of health offi cer 
for un  o er ounty, ose 
6<=,-M;6,5/ SS/ F;5D;M,6/ D9*/
.9,4/ D,-,/ 5,B;M,-;4E/ _Z`/ *>/
.9,/ +3+;,6/ .9,-,1/ aM,-@/ A*<=B,/
*>/F*4.96/9,/F,./D;.9/.9,/F;5C
D;M,6/ .*/ 5;6A<66/ 34@/ =-*+B,F6/
.9,@/ D,-,/ ,4A*<4.,-;4E/ 5<-;4E/
.9,/+;-.9;4E/=-*A,661/
),A*BB,A.;4E/ 9;6/ ,J=,-;,4A,6/

D;.9/.9,/F;5D;M,67/)*6,/6.3.,57/
HL,/D,-,/4*./93M;4E/34@/=-*+C
B,F67/ +<./ B3.,-/ ;4/ .9,/ YW6/ .9,/
!"b"/ c!*<4A;B/ *>/ b,5,-3.,5/
"-E34;[3.;*46d/ D*-P,-6/ A3F,/
5*D4/ .*/#;66;66;==;/ 3+*<./ M*.C
;4E1/ #-61/ I,-.93/ ?,45,-6*4/

atthe s as certifi ed and 
D36/.9,/F3;4/F;5D;>,7/+<./.9,-,/
D,-,4O./ 34@/ 5,-*E3.*-@/ .9;4E6/
63;5/ 3+*<./ 9,-1/ 29,/ 5,B;M,-,5/
ZZ`/cF*6./*>/ .9,/+3+;,6/=<./ .*C
E,.9,-d1/29,/935/3/>*<-C+,5-**F/
9*F,7/ 345/ 69,/ 4*-F3BB@/ D36/
3+B,/ .*/5*/ .93.1/29,/D36/34/<4C
<6<3B/ =,-6*47/ 345/ =,*=B,/ 935/
confi dence in her delivering 
their children  he as  ooded 

D;.9/D*F,4/;4/9,-/9*F,1/&/D36/
3BD3@6/3F3[,5/+@/D93./69,/3AC
A*F=B;69,5/ 345/ 9*D/ 69,/ .**P/
.9,/F;5D;M,6/.*/.9,/4,J./B,M,B/;4/
9,-/9*F,1/V6/>3-/36/.9,/5*A.*-67/
.9,-,/D36/ 4*/ =-*+B,F/D;.9/ 9,-/
5,B;M,-;4E/+3+;,61K
)*6,/ F,4.;*4,5/ .93./ 9,/ 935/

*==*-.<4;.;,6/ .*/ 6,,/ #3..9,D6/
D9,4,M,-/ 69,/ ,4A*<4.,-,5/ 3/
=-*+B,F/6<A9/36/.,3-6/.93./4,,5C
,5/.*/+,/6,D41/?,/><-.9,-/4*.,5/
.93./.9,-,/D,-,/.;F,6/D9,4/#3.C
.9,D6/D34.,5/.9,/F*.9,-6/.*/E,./
69*.6/ *-/ 6*F,.9;4E/ .*/ -,B;,M,/
.9,;-/=3;41
&4/GXYZ/#,5;A3-,/345/#,5;AC

3;5/D,-,/*4/.9,/-;6,7/+<./3AA*-5C
;4E/ .*/ )*6,7/ H#-61/ #3..9,D6/
63D/ ;4/ .9,/ ><.<-,/ .93./ .9,-,/
D36/4*./E*;4E/.*/+,/3/><.<-,/>*-/
E-344@/F;5D;M,61/'9,/E;-B6/93MC
;4E/+3+;,6/D,-,/3BB/E*;4E/.*/.9,/
9*6=;.3B/ +,A3<6,/ .9,@/ D34.,5/
6*F,.9;4E/ >*-/ =3;41K/ :,6=;.,/
.9,6,/ A*4A,-467/ .9,/ =9@6;A;34/
-,F,F+,-,5/.93./#3..9,D6/D36/
H3/ B,35,-/ B**P,5/ <=/ .*/ 345/ 3=C
=-,A;3.,5/ +@/ +*.9/ +B3AP6/ 345/
D9;.,6/ ;4/ .9,/A*FF<4;.@1/#,5C
;A3;5/ A*M,-,5/ F*-,/ 345/ F*-,7/
and fi nally, she and other granny 
F;5D;M,6/ -,.;-,5/ 36/ .9,-,/ D36/
4*/4,,5/ .*/A*4.;4<,/F<A9/3>.,-/
5,B;M,-;4E/ ;4/ .9,/9*F,/ ;4/GXYZ1/
#,5;A3;5/5;5/ A*M,-/ .9,/5,B;M,-C
;,6/;4/.9,/9*6=;.3B67K/A*FF,4.,5/
)*6,1
)*6,/A9<APB,5/D9,4/9,/A3BB,5/

#3..9,D6/H3/E-345/*B,/B35@K/345/
HB,35,-K/D9*/c.*/9;6/P4*DB,5E,d/
*4B@/ 5,B;M,-,5/ V>-;A34CVF,-C
;A34/ +3+;,61/ '9,4/ 9,/ 6.-<AP/ 34/
,4.;-,B@/ 5;>>,-,4./ .<4,1/ ?,/ 5;6C
AB*6,5/ .93./ D9;B,/ 9,/ 5,B;M,-,5/
.9*<63456/ *>/ +3+;,6/ 5<-;4E/ 9;6/
=-3A.;A,7/9,/4,M,-/5,B;M,-,5/2;3C
F,6,/ .D;461/ T-344@/ #;5D;>,/
#3..9,D67/ 4,M,-.9,B,667/ 935/
6*F,.9;4E/.*/5*/D;.9/.9,/5,B;MC
,-@/*>/2;3F,6,/.D;461
),6,3-A9/ 69*D6/ .93./ A*4C

Q*;4,5/ .D;46/3-,/M,-@/ -3-,1/'9,/
*M,-3BB/ 6<-M;M3B/ -3.,/ 936/ +,,4/
,6.;F3.,5/ .*/ +,/ 3==-*J;F3.,B@/
RZ`/ .*/ ZW`1/ &./ D36/ ;4/ GXZZ7/
9*D,M,-7/ .93./0;453/345/0;BB;34/
#3..9,D6/ c#3..9,D6O/ E-345C
daughters  ere the fi rst ia-
F,6,/.D;46/.*/6<-M;M,/3/6,=3-3C
.;*4/ 6<-E,-@1/ #3..9,D6/ A3BB,5/
34/V>-;A34CVF,-;A34/=9@6;A;347/
:-1/!B;4.*4/I3..B,7/.*/9,-/9*F,1/

L9,4/9,/,J3F;4,5/.9,/.D;467/9,/
>*<45/*4,/.D;4/D36/4*./+-,3.9C
;4E/+<./935/3/9,3-.+,3.1/
H]"<-/ F*.9,-^/ D36/ ;4/ B3+*-7/

and they couldn t fi gure out 
D93./D36/E*;4E/*4/+,A3<6,/F@/
.D;4/ 9,-,e&/ D36/ A*F;4E/ *<.7/
345/.9,4/E*;4E/+3AP/;47K/0;BB;34/
345/0;453/-,A,4.B@/,J=B3;4,5/*4/
the oday ho , fi nishing their 
6,4.,4A,61
I3..B,/ 936/ +,,4/ 6B;E9.,5/ ;4/

Q*<-43B6/345/+@/*.9,-/=9@6;A;346/
>*-/9;6/3AA*F=B;69,5/6,=3-3.;*4/
*>/.9,/.D;461/L;.9*<./.9,/<6,/*>/
34,6.9,6;37/9;6/D36/3/6<AA,66><B/
5,B;M,-@1/?,/D36/RX/3./.9,/.;F,1/
%<-6,/ &6*B3/ L3BP,-/ 366;6.,5/
I3..B,/D;.9/.9,/5,B;M,-@7/345/69,/

as the fi rst African-American 
nurse to or  at outh un  o -
,-/!*<4.@/?*6=;.3B1
b*BB*D;4E/.9,/5,B;M,-@7/I3..B,/

notifi ed r  ar ell ilson, a 
6<-E,*47/345/ .**P/ .9,/+3+;,6/ .*/
9;F1/VB.9*<E9/I3..B,/5;,5/3/>,D/
@,3-6/3E*7/.9,/YGC@,3-C*B5/.D;46/
3-,/4*D/XR/@,3-6/*B5/345/-,.;-,5/
6A9**B/.,3A9,-61
I,66;,/ T3-54,-/ *>/ &45;34*B3/

D36/ A*4.3A.,5/ -,E3-5;4E/ 9,-/
P4*DB,5E,/ *>/ .9,/ -,B3.;*469;=/
.93./ )*6,/ 345/ #3..9,D6/ c9,-/
E-345F*.9,-d/ 9351/ H:-1/ )*6,/
D36/M,-@/3AA*FF*53.;4E/.*/F@/
E-345F3F3/ D9,4/ &/ D*<B5/ A3BB/
9;F1/ ?,7/ :-1/ V-4*B5/ ?<BB7/ :-1/
U*,/?<BB/ 345/:-1/ ?<-./ ]D*-P,5/
.*E,.9,-^1/ L93.,M,-/ .9,/ +3+;,6/
4,,5,57/ .9,6,/ 5*A.*-6/ D*<B5/
A*F,/ .*/ 5*/ 69*.6/ *-/ -,=3;-/ .9,/
+3+;,6O/ ;66<,61/ V4@/ .;F,/ .9,@/
935/34/;45;E,4./=3.;,4./D9*/5;5/
4*./93M,/;46<-34A,/*-/F*4,@/.*/
E*/ .*/ .9,/ 9*6=;.3B7/ .9,@/ D*<B5/
6,45/9,-/.*/T-345F3F3/I,-.931/
'9,/5*A.*-6/5;54O./P4*D/9*D/.*/
5,B;M,-/ +-,,A9/ +3+;,67/ 6*/ .9,@/
6,4./.9,;-/=3.;,4.6/D9*/D,-,/A3-C
-@;4E/ +-,,A9/ +3+;,6/ .*/ T-345C
F3F3/ I,-.93/ D9,4/ .9,@/ D,4./
;4.*/B3+*-7/345/69,/5,B;M,-,5/.9,/
+3+;,61K
)*6,/ 345/ #3..9,D6/ D*-P,5/

.*E,.9,-/ .*/3A9;,M,/ .9,;-/693-,5/
E*3B6/*>/F;5D;>,-@/345/.*/+<;B5/
3/ 6.-*4E/ ><.<-,/ >*-/ +3+;,6/ ;4/

un  o er ounty  atthe s 
c5,A,36,5d/ =-3A.;A,5/F;5D;>,-@/
>*-/\W/@,3-6/*-/F*-,1
)*6,/-,6;5,6/;4/&45;34*B3/345/

;6/4*D/XW/@,3-6/*B51/?,/=-3A.;A,5/
>3F;B@/F,5;A;4,/>*-/Y_/@,3-61

?;456/!*<4.@/?<F34/),6*<-A,/VE,4A@/D;BB/9*6./;.6/4,J./F*4.9B@/I*3-5/*>/:;-,A.*-6/F,,.;4E//
ednesday, ay , , at  p m  at A entral ffi ce located at  addo  oad in 

ac son, ississippi   he public is invited to attend  or more information, call - -  or 
,F3;B/M;AP,@Df9A9-31*-E1/
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The Hinds County School District recognized their employees for 
years of tenure in the Hinds County School District. Special pens 
were given to those who reached the milestone of 5, 10, 15 & 20 
years with Hinds County School District. They were treated with a 
great breakfast from Waffl e House. We thank them for their service 
and continued support of the Hinds County School District. 

5 YEARS
Britney Dickson, Ebonee Brown, Tennell Burnett, Shenecia Bush 
Stamps, Deandria Sylvester, Georgia Hillman, Melissa Scott, 
Shelby Davis, Nikita Norwood, Marcia Robison, Lorrie Strong, 
Gabrielle Anderson, Ruth Buck, Andrea Denson, Kasey Hammett, 
Robert Jacobs, Tony Tadlock, Anthony Wilson, Kimberly Chisolm, 
Pamela Collins, Sally Pickett, Kofi  Woodall, Jeremy Hilton, 
Catherine Gueran

10 YEARS
Daffonie Moore, Priscilla Green, Audrey Harris, Willieetta Brown, 
Latasha Ball Owens, Bobby Ballard, Jr., John Rozell, Jr., Chiquila 
Pearson, Carson Raquel Shelby

15 YEARS
Dr. Linda Laws, Yolanda Green, Ginger Liddell, Nikeith Brown, 
Markeeta Carson, Jacqueline Woods, Matthew Scott, Tequia 
Brown, Candace Roberts, Cassandra Blackmon, Deborah Jamison, 
Latika Levy, Lakisha Mosley, Carl Jones, Albert Frazier

20 YEARS
Juanita Jefferson, Lashurn Williams, Jayme Byrd
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