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dividuals profi led are selected 
on the basis of current reference 
value. Factors such as position, 
noteworthy accomplishments, 
visibility and prominence in a 
fi eld are all taken into account 
during the selection process.

Upon retiring from the U.S. 
Army in 1995 after 19 years of 
service as a Supply Materiel 
Management and Acquisition 
Corps Offi cer, Branch was hired 
as the Senior Army Instructor 
(SAI) for Jim Hill Senior High 
School Army JROTC Battalion 
in Jackson, Mississippi. In 2016, 
he became the academic advi-
sor/tutor for the school.

0)&,12* 2&3* 455,* 35)?6,=*
an instrumental role in help-
ing students achieve success in 
the classroom through college 
preparation classes, ACT prep 
workshops and scholarship op-
portunities.

One of the most noteworthy 
accomplishments that Branch 
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ing Jim Hill has included pro-
ducing what are called “million-
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school year throughout the state 
of Mississippi. As graduates 
from the state’s poorest schools, 

these students receive millions 
of dollars in scholarships to 
continue their education after 
high school. He is known to 
produce at least one “million-
dollar baby” per year. Branch’s 

school has accumulated more 
than $139,962,630 million in 
scholarships for students to at-
tend some of the foremost in-
stitutions in the country. Among 
them included one recipient who 
was recognized as the school’s 
2021 valedictorian and had re-
ceived $1.5 million in academic 
scholarships and another student 
in 2022 who garnered $4.2 mil-
lion in college scholarship of-
fers.

Attributing to his success is 
his passion for helping others, 
especially the youths. Branch is 
constantly inspired to fi nd new 
and innovative ways to instruct 
his students in a way that makes 
them excited to learn. Frequent-
ly developing new projects and 
programs to motivate them in-
side and outside of the class-
room, Branch’s goal is to make 
a real difference in the lives of 
his students, especially those 
that need scholarships the most 
to afford the expense of attend-
6,=*1(775=5/*

Locally involved, Branch is 
active with various communi-
ty-wide initiatives. His Army 
JROTC Battalion teamed with 

Covenant Presbyterian Church, 
New Hope Baptist Church and 
Habitat for Humanity building 
29 homes in the Jackson Metro 
area. He is also a mentor for two  
3rd through 6th grades mentor-
6,=*=)(8>3/

He is also president of his lo-
cal homeowners’ association.

Highly educated, Branch 
earned both a bachelor’s de-
gree in political science/modern 
mathematics and subsequently a 
master’s degree in social science 
education from Alcorn State 
University in Lorman, MS. He 
also completed the Secondary 
Methods, Classroom Manage-
ment and Learning and the Brain 
Courses at Fort Monroe, VA, He 
completed the Army Acquisition 
Transition Course, Washington, 
DC. Major (R) Branch is also a 
graduate of the Army Command 
& General Staff College at Fort 
Leavenworth, KS. He complet-
ed the path to true reform lit-
eracy at Mississippi College in 
Jackson, MS. 

He is a deacon at New Hope 
Baptist Church and a life mem-
ber of both Alcorn State Univer-
sity Alumni Association – Hall 

of Honor inductee and Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity Incorporated.

During his distinguished ten-
ure in the military, Major (R) 
Branch notably served in many 
state-side assignments plus Ko-
rea and Saudi Arabia during 
Desert Shield/Storm. Saudi Ara-
bia was his last major assign-
ment before retiring from the 
military.
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Since 1899, when A. N. Mar-

quis printed the fi rst edition 
of Who’s Who in America®, 
Marquis Who’s Who® has 
chronicled the lives of the most 
&11(@>763259* 6,96?698&73* &,9*
innovators from every signifi -
cant fi eld of endeavor, includ-
ing politics, business, medicine, 
law, education, art, religion and 
entertainment. Today, Who’s 
Who in America® remains an 
essential biographical source for 
thousands of researchers, jour-
nalists, librarians and executive 
search fi rms around the world. 
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be visited at the offi cial Marquis 
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Office for Medgar Wiley Evers, the passing 
of school bond issues for Jackson Public 
Schools, etc. “She always stood by me. I’m 
going to miss her more than words can ever 
,")-8$/($,"&05$$

Pittman was a native of Jayess, Miss. She 
began her early education in Jayess and 
later in Jackson. She attended both CM&I 
and Lanier High Schools of Jackson. She 
graduated from Lanier and went on to earn 
her Elementary Education degree in 1956 
from the-then Jackson State College and 
a Master’s in Education and Supervision 
from JSU in 1973. She is reported as hav-
ing done further study at the University of 
Alabama, Southern University and the Mis-
sissippi Baptist Seminary. She also studied 
a myriad of Christian Education courses.

Pittman is also known for advocating 
for voting rights with Medgar Evers. A 
past Jackson Branch NAACP President, 
she has earned numerous awards and ac-
colades for her education and community 
activism. Some of them are Jackson Public 
School Distinguished Service (1986), The 
Black Women’s Political Action - Excep-
tional Achievement Award (1987), Jackson 
Branch NAACP - John W. Dixon Outstand-
ing Community Service Award (1977), and 
./($'&,.$!1(,$135

Pittman was known for holding political 
leaders accountable for the office which 

they served. If it was a school district is-
sue, she voiced her concerns at the school 
board meetings. If it was a city of Jackson 
issue, one could expect to see her at the 
microphone unapologetically voicing her 
concerns or protests if an action or actions 
were not in the best interest of the people.

In 2019, Pittman was honored during 
Black History Month by the City of Jack-
,135

Upon hearing of her death Jackson May-
or Chokwe Antar Lumumba released this 
statement: “Mrs. May-Pittman was a life-
long advocate for human rights and an ac-
tive member of numerous civic, religious, 
civil rights and professional organizations. 
I consider her a mentor and a true friend. 
Over the years, she also kept a close eye 
on city business and politics to ensure lead-
ers remain grounded, fair and committed to 
the needs of our residents. In honor of her 
lifelong service, Mrs. May-Pittman is part 
of a mural that sits outside my office. I pass 
&.$(+(#)$0")58

In 2017, Poindexter Park was renamed 
in honor of Pittman for her many contribu-
tions to improving the quality of life for the 
people of Jackson and Mississippi.

Pittman is preceded in death by her hus-
band Joe Pittman and is survived by her son 
Albert and one grandson.

Arrangements for her service were not 
known as of press time. 
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The infrastructure law invests $40 billion to repair 

and rebuild the nation’s bridges – the single most 
significant dedicated investment in bridges since the 
construction of the Eisenhower-era Interstate High-
way System. Administration officials said it would 
help repair or rebuild ten of the country’s most eco-
nomically significant bridges and over 15,000 addi-
tional bridges nationwide.

Most of the projects funded by the new law are 
covered by Davis-Bacon requirements, meaning the 
construction workers who build the projects will re-

ceive good pay and benefits.
While Biden also plans to visit Cincinnati, Vice 

President Kamala Harris travels to visit bridges 
that cross the Calumet River in Chicago, Secretary 
Pete Buttigieg will travel to the Gold Star Memo-
rial Bridge in New London, Connecticut, and White 
House Infrastructure Coordinator Mitch Landrieu 
will join Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-California) at the 
Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco. “These major 
bridge investments are a symbol that we can still do 
big things when we do them together,” administra-
tion officials noted.

mother with children ranging in age from a few 
months to 13 years old, said she received about $190 
a month in TANF when she was pregnant with her 
third child.

Eleven years ago, the monthly payment “bought 
diapers and stuff like that.’’ But she said that after she 
started receiving child support from the father of her 
oldest son, Human Services ended her TANF benefits 
because she was suddenly over the income limit for 
./($"&05

“It messed me up real bad,’’ said Jackson, who 
lives on a tight budget. “I wasn’t able to pay my part 
of the bills. I couldn’t buy my kids clothes for school 
or the shoes they needed.’’

The nonpartisan Congressional Research Service 
said that in 2020, New Hampshire had the highest 
TANF payment in the country, $862 a month for a 
single parent and one child. Mississippi’s monthly 
payment for a family of two was $146.

In 2021, Mississippi increased its TANF payments 
by $90 per month, per family – the state’s first in-
crease since 1999 – at Anderson’s recommendation. 
The increase cost $2.8 million, and Republican Sen. 
Joey Fillingane said during a Senate debate that it 
was all paid by federal money, not state money.

“We’re not talking about a lot of money,’’ Fillin-
gane said. “These are the poorest of the poor in our 
state.’’

“Of course, those are all our dollars,’’ replied Sen. 
Melanie Sojourner, one of 18 legislators – all Repub-
licans – who voted against the increase. The federal 
government sends Mississippi about $86.5 million 
a year for TANF and allows states wide leeway in 

spending. Records show Mississippi does not always 
spend its entire allotment, sometimes carrying mil-
lions of dollars from year to year.

During Mississippi’s 2016 budget year, the Depart-
ment of Human Services sent $17.3 million in di-
rect aid to recipients, about half of the state’s TANF 
spending. During the next three years under Davis, 
the department decreased the amount of TANF mon-
ey going to individuals.

By the 2019 budget year, Human Services was 
spending $9.6 million on direct aid, 16% of the TANF 
money. About $27.6 million, 46% of the money, was 
going to the Mississippi Community Education Cen-
ter. The organization – run by Nancy New and one of 
her sons, Zachary New, who have pleaded guilty to 
state charges in the welfare misspending case – said it 
was fighting poverty by working on parenting skills, 
school dropout prevention, job readiness and other 
programs.

For Nichols – who spoke to Democratic state law-
makers about her experience on TANF – maintaining 
steady employment has been difficult at times be-
cause some of her children have health problems and 
she has to care for them.

She has worked as a cashier, waitress, housekeeper 
and certified nurse assistant. But when she has been 
unable to find a job quickly, she has had to work vol-
unteer hours in a state Department of Human Servic-
es office as a condition for keeping TANF payments.

“That’s not career development,’’ she said. “That’s 
called being stuck in limbo.’’
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Tuesday was the fi rst day candi-
dates for local county offi ces could 
submit qualifying papers for the 2023 
election and there were several at the 
Hinds County Clerk’s Offi ce as early 
as 7:30 waiting to sign in.

Hinds County Tax Collector Eddie 
Fair said he arrived around 7:40 a.m. 
and signed in at 8:00 a.m., which was 
the earliest one could sign in.

Candidates have until February 1 to 
qualify for the 2023 election so when 
asked by !"#$%&''&''&((&$)&*+%&'(%')%
was amongst the fi rst Fair responded, 
“I knew that I was going to run, so if 
there was anyone who had any doubts 
as to if I was running, I wanted to put 

their minds at rest.”
Sheriff Tyree Jones also completed 

his qualifying papers early Tuesday 
morning. He stated on twitter, “I am 
pleased to announce my qualifi ca-
tion this morning for my re-election 
bid. I look forward to engaging Hinds 
County soon on the campaign trail 
and sharing my offi cial announce-
ment to include our progress thus far 
and our vision for Hinds County.”

The qualifying deadline for the 
election which includes statewide of-
fi ces, state district offi ces, legislative 
seats and county offi ces is February 
1, 2023.

Party primaries are scheduled for 
August 8 and the general election is  
November 7, 2023.
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The investiture of the Honorable Debra Hendricks 
as Circuit Judge, Seventh Court District, was held 
Dec. 28, at the Hinds County Courthouse at 10 a.m. 
Friends, family, elected offi cials and community 
leaders were in the courtroom to witness the es-
teemed honor.

Judge Gibbs’ husband, son and daughter played 
important roles in this historical moment for the 
family.

The administration of the oath of offi ce was given 
by the Honorable Robert L. Gibbs, former Circuit 
Court Judge of the seventh district and the husband 
of Judge Gibbs.

Justis R. Gibbs, Esq. held the bible for his mother 
while Ariana N. L. Gibbs, Esq. placed the new robe 
on her mother.

The invocation was given by Dr. Jerry Young, 
pastor of New Hope Baptist Church and president of 
the National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc.

Maggie Wade Dixon, news anchor WLBT-TV, 
served as program guide.

Investiture of Circuit Judge Debra Gibbs
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In support of Human Traffi cking Prevention 
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GDF) will host its annual human traffi cking aware-
"1&&# 191"+# E*"7*2-#JY.#>?>@A#M01#191"+#/%,,# &015#
light on traffi cking awareness, bring to light many 
of the dark issues surrounding human traffi cking, 
*"5#157)*+1#472#)4337"%+-#4"#+01#5*"812&#*&&4)%6
*+15#/%+0#+01&1#%&&71&A

BBGDF will host this event, “Human Traffi ck-
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Brazil said a fi nal farewell 
to Pele Tuesday, burying the 
legend who unifi ed the bitterly 
divided country.

Newly inaugurated President 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva paid 
his respects at Vila Belmiro, 
the stadium where Pele played 
for most of his career.

Pele was laid to rest in the 
city where he grew up and 
became famous, and which 
became a global capital of his 
sport. Mass was held at the 
Vila Belmiro stadium before 
the black casket was driven 
through the streets of the city 
of Santos in a fi retruck.

It was taken into the cem-
etery as bands played the San-
tos team’s offi cial song, and 
a Catholic hymn. Before the 
golden-wrapped casket ar-
rived, attendees sang samba 
songs that Pele had liked.

Some legends of Pele’s sport 
weren’t there.

“Where’s Ronaldo Nazario? 
Where’s Kaka, where’s Ney-

mar?” asked Claudionor Alves, 
67, who works at a bakery next 
to the stadium. “Do they think 
they will be remembered like 
Pele will? These guys didn’t 
want to stop their vacations, 
that’s the problem.’’

Another notable absentee 
was Jair Bolsonaro, whose term 
as president ended Dec. 31. A 
day before, he departed capital 
Brasilia on a fl ight to Florida, 
shirking the ceremonial duty of 

passing the presidential sash to 
Lula. Bolsonaro is staying in a 
condominium complex outside 
Orlando and has been fi lmed 
speaking to neighbors.

Geovana Sarmento, 17, 
waited in the three-hour line to 
view his body as it lay in re-
pose. She came with her father, 
who was wearing a Brazil shirt 
with Pele’s name.

“I am not a Santos fan, nei-
ther is my father. But this guy 
invented Brazil’s national 
team. He made Santos stron-
ger, he made it big, how could 
you not respect him? He is one 
of the greatest people ever, we 
needed to honor him,’’ she said.

Caio Zalke, 35, an engineer, 
wore a Brazil shirt as he waited 
in line. “Pele is the most im-
portant Brazilian of all time. 
He made the sport important 
for Brazil and he made Brazil 
important for the world,’’ he 
said.

In the 1960s and 70s, Pele 
was perhaps the world’s most 
famous athlete. He met presi-
dents and queens, and in Nige-

ria a civil war was put on hold 
to watch him play. Many Bra-
zilians credit him with putting 
the country on the world stage 
for the fi rst time.

Rows of shirts with Pele’s 
number 10 were placed be-
hind one of the goals, waving 
in the city’s summer winds. A 
section of the stands was fi ll-
ing up with bouquets of fl ow-
ers placed by mourners and 
sent by clubs and star players 
– Neymar and Ronaldo among 
them – from around the world 
as loudspeakers played a song 
named “Eu sou Pele’’ (“I am 
Pele’’) that was recorded by 
the Brazilian himself.

The crowd was mostly lo-
cal, although some came from 
far away. Many mourners were 
too young ever to have seen 
Pele play.

The mood was light, as peo-
ple fi ltered out of the stadium 
to local bars, wearing Santos 
FC and Brazil shirts.

Claudio Carranca, 32, a 
salesman, said: “I never saw 
him play, but loving Pele is a 

tradition that goes from father 
to son in Santos. I learned his 
history, saw his goals, and I see 
how Santos FC is important be-
cause he is important. I know 
some Santos fans have children 
supporting other teams. But 
that’s just because they never 
saw Pele in action. If they had, 
they would feel this gratitude I 
feel now.’’

Among those at the stadium 
was Pele’s best friend Manoel 
Maria, also a former Santos 
player.

“If I had all the wealth in the 
world I would never be able to 
repay what this man did for me 
and my family,’’ Maria said. 
“He was as great a man as he 
was as a player; the best of all 
time. His legacy will outlive 
us all. And that can be seen in 
this long line with people of all 
ages here.’’

FIFA President Gianni Infan-
tino told journalists that every 
country should name a stadium 
after Pele.

“I am here with a lot of emo-
tion, sadness, but also with a 

smile because he gave us so 
many smiles,’’ Infantino said. 
“As FIFA, we will pay a trib-
ute to the ‘King’ and we ask the 
whole world to observe a min-
ute of silence.’’

Another fan and friend in 
line was Brazilian Supreme 
Court Justice Gilmar Mendes.

“It is a very sad moment, 
but we are now seeing the 
real meaning of this legendary 
player to our country,’’ Mendes 
told journalists. “My offi ce has 
shirts signed by Pele, a picture 
of him as a goalkeeper, also 
signed by him. DVDs, photos, 
a big collection of him.’’

Pele had undergone treat-
ment for colon cancer since 
2021. The medical center 
where he had been hospitalized 
said he died of multiple organ 
failure as a result of the cancer.

Pele led Brazil to World Cup 
titles in 1958, 1962 and 1970 
and remains one of the team’s 
all-time leading scorers with 
77 goals. Neymar tied Pele’s 
record during this year’s World 
Cup in Qatar.
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On Tuesday, Jan. 3, members of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus held an inspiring 
swearing-in ceremony, even as Republicans 
were fi ghting over who would become the 
next Speaker of the House. 

“In the work we do, we honor our history, 
like the many black members that served be-
fore there was even a Congressional Black 
Caucus,” said Nevada Democratic Rep. Ste-
ven Horsford, the CBC’s new chairman. 

Horsford, 49, counted among the 58 CBC 
members taking the oath of offi ce, most 
praised the Biden-Harris administration, 
spoke glowingly of the CBC’s history, and 
kept an eye on their Republican counterparts 
as they tried to fi nd the votes to select a new 
speaker. 

Rep. Kevin McCarthy, who is 57 and from 
California, continued to face strong opposi-
tion from his own party as he tried to replace 
outgoing speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Califor-
nia). Democrats have seized upon the GOP’s 
inability to unite. 

“The 118th Congress has yet to begin, 
and Americans are already seeing how dys-
functional and disastrous GOP control of the 
House is going to be,” said Rep. Suzan Del-
Bene (D-Washington). DelBene is the new 
chairwoman of the Democratic Congressio-
nal Campaign Committee. 

“While House Republicans fi ght one an-
other in unprecedented ways, and Kevin Mc-
Carthy gives in to the most extreme fl anks of 
the Republican Party in desperate plays for 
their support, Democrats are clear-minded, 
unifi ed, and eager to get to work for the 
American people,” she said. 

“No matter who becomes Speaker of the 
House or how many votes it takes, the con-
trast is clear, and in two short years voters 
will reject this chaos and confusion.” 

Further complicating McCarthy’s bid, 

Republicans with a small majority only oc-
cupy 222 seats in the 118th Congress, which 
means there’s enough opposition to block his 
candidacy. He needs a majority of the pres-
ent members to vote for him. 

Incoming House Minority Leader, New 
York Democratic Rep. Hakeem Jeffries, said 
no Democratic party member would be ab-
sent for a vote and did not expect any to sim-
ply vote “present.”

Headed into Tuesday, there was even the 
belief that Jeffries, 52, could get more votes 
than McCarthy in a fi rst round of voting.  
But, because the GOP controls the House, he 
wouldn’t become speaker. 

“We’re focused right now on making sure 
that every single Democrat is present and 
voting, and I hope to be able to earn every-
one’s vote,” said Jefferies, the fi rst African 
American to lead a party in Congress.

“It’s unfortunate that all we’re seeing is 
chaos, crisis, confusion, and craziness take 
hold of the other side of the aisle, as opposed 
to trying to fi nd common ground to deliver 
real results for the American people,” Jeffer-
ies continued. 

“Hopefully, we’ll get to a place sooner 
rather than later when the Congress can actu-
ally function in a way that brings Democrats 
and Republicans together to get things done 
for the American people.”

Jeffries and Horsford focused on the his-
toric battles of African Americans. 

“Our community’s journey in this country 
has been a turbulent one. From slavery to 
Jim Crow, Jim Crow to mass incarceration, 
and mass incarceration to a malignant nar-
cissist in the White House,” Jeffries states. 

Horsford added that “this is our opportuni-
ty to advance the mission, the vision, and the 
goals of those 13 founders and the 166 black 
members of Congress who have served in 
our nation’s 246 years in both the House and 
the Senate.” 

Pulse was more than a safe space 
for Brandon Wolf and his friends. 
The nightclub was a haven for mem-
bers of Orlando, Florida’s LGBTQ 
community – a place to be them-
selves without fear. 

“It’s probably the fi rst place I ever 
held hands with somebody I had a 
crush on,” Wolf said. “Without look-
ing over my shoulder fi rst, it’s one of 
the fi rst places I ever wore my skinni-
est pair of jeans without being afraid 
of what someone might call me.”

On June 12, 2016, a gunman tar-
geting the club’s patrons killed 49 
people there, including two of Wolf’s 
best friends, and wounded 53. “It’s 
left such a hole in our hearts,’’ Wolf 
said. 

After mass shootings, the loss felt 
by marginalized groups already fac-
ing discrimination is compounded. 
Some public health experts say the 
risk for mental health issues is great-
er for these groups – communities of 
color and the lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender community among 
them. 

The trauma is especially acute 
when the shootings happen at 
schools, churches, clubs or other 
places that previously served as pil-
lars of those communities – welcom-
ing and accepting spaces that are 
diffi cult to replace due to a lack of 
resources or the sociological and his-
torical impact they have had. 

“Folks from marginalized com-
munities are already dealing with the 
burden of ... discrimination and rac-
ism ... and the emotional toll that they 
take,’’ said Dr. Sarah Lowe, a profes-
sor with the Yale School of Public 
Health and a clinical psychologist 
who has researched the long-term 
mental health consequences of mass 
shootings and other traumatic events. 
“All these other stressors can not 
only increase risk for mental health 
problems following a mass shooting, 
but they also increase risk for further 
loss of resources.’’ 

As a result, there is the potential 
for members of such marginalized 

communities to leave or for the com-
munity itself to shut down, said Alan 
Wolfelt, a grief counselor and educa-
tor at the Center for Loss and Life 
Transition in Fort Collins, Colorado. 

“That is why it is vital to support 
these communities, acknowledge 
their grief openly and honestly, and 
then help them rebuild their commu-
nity in terms of meaning and purpose 
while realizing they have been totally 
transformed,’’ said Wofelt, who pro-
vides mental health services and edu-
cation for individuals and communi-
ties that have experienced loss. 

Club Q, a gay nightclub in Colo-
rado, says it will eventually reopen 
at the same location, but with a new 
design and a permanent memorial, to 
honor fi ve people killed last month 
in a targeted shooting. Club Q was a 
sanctuary for the LGBTQ communi-
ty in the mostly conservative city of 
Colorado Springs, patrons said. 

Pulse will not reopen. The site 
where it operated is now a memorial, 
and supporters plan to convert it into 
a permanent museum. The club’s clo-
sure has deeply scarred the LGBTQ 
community, which has tried to “re-
create the sense of belonging’’ that 
Pulse had, Wolf said. 

“I live next to a few other LGBTQ 
establishments and those are really 
important, but there was something 
truly special about Pulse and the 
community that we were able to cre-
ate here,’’ he said. “For communities 
like ours, safe spaces are lifelines. 
They’re the refuges we carve out in a 
world that threatens violence against 
us every time we walk out the door.’’

In some cases, traumatic events 
threaten basic necessities for margin-
alized groups, increasing the risk for 
mental health issues, said Lowe, the 
clinical psychologist. 

Tops Friendly Market in Buffalo, 
New York, was closed for two months 
after 10 black shoppers and workers 
were fatally shot during a racist ram-
page. During that time, there was no 
grocery store on the East Side. 

Mother Emanuel AME Church 
in Charleston, South Carolina, was 
founded in 1816 and became a pillar 

of the African American community 
in the state’s Lowcountry region. 

On June 17, 2015, a self-avowed 
white supremacist who targeted a 
Bible study at the church killed nine 
black congregants. One of the vic-
tims was minister Myra Thompson, 
sister of South Carolina State Rep. 
JA Moore. 

“My sister was a servant to the 
other parishioners at the church, and 
she dedicated a lot of her life and her 
love to serving others through the 
church,’’ Moore said. 

The church reopened for Sunday 
services four days after the massacre. 
It was important to send a message, 
he said. 

“Even seven years later, the church 
is still resilient and still rebuilding 
and still serving,” Moore said. “I 
think the message that reopening up 
after such a horrifi c event is the story 
of African Americans in this country, 
the history of this country, where no 
matter our trauma and our pain and 
the horrors that we have to endure, 
we recognize that it’s an obligation 
as Americans to continue to push for-
ward.’’

Wolf, now 34, has also pushed 
forward. Following the shooting at 
Pulse, he became an advocate and 
activist for the LGBTQ community 
and now works as press secretary for 
Equality Florida. 

He said Orlando nonprofi t orga-
nizations that support the LGBTQ 
community have expanded their 
services, and other LGBTQ-owned 
bars and restaurants have grown their 
customer base. Wolf believes the city 
has become more inclusive since the 
shooting. 

“While I think there’s a hole and 
there will always be something miss-
ing where Pulse used to be, I also 
think it’s beautiful that we’ve chosen 
to take the important components of 
what made Pulse, Pulse, and infuse 
them into every which way we live 
our lives in this city,’’ he said.
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keep it down.

1. Lower your body fat.
2. Exercise with cardio con-

ditioning and strength training.
3. Eat a healthy diet by plan-

ning your meals. 

4. Reduce salt (sodium) in 
your diet. 

5. Limit alcohol consump-
tion.

6. Don’t smoke.
7. Practice good sleep hy-
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8. Reduce your stress.
9. Take your blood pressure 
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In the years ahead, fall pre-
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SUNDAY
Worship Services

9 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. in person

Or you may worship with us via 
Facebook or our YouTube 

channel at CHMBC

Pastor
Chauncy L. Jordan
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ports the fi rst celebration of 
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4,000 years ago to the time of 
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Of course, we are thankful 
for what transpired in 2022. 

Was it all good and perfect? 
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downfalls and pitfalls. 
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ber of the 4th quarter, I paid 
)77&17281$ 78$ )55$ -&)57-:#&5)7&#.$
4)77&#.;$

B-#8"0-8"7$ 5).7$ =&)#@$ C!:
VID-19 was with us, and we 
'&#&$"#0&9$/=$-&)57-3)#&$>#8:
fessionals to get vaccinated. 
Unfortunately, in the eyes of 
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Back in the day, places of 
'8#.-2>$ '8"59$ -859$ ')73-$
night services where families 
'8"59$ /#210$ 21$ 7-&$ 1&'$ =&)#;$
%8'$'&$981A7$ /&3)".&$ >&8>5&$
981A7$')17$ 78$/&$ 21$ 7-&$>"/523$
square at night. That’s sad, but 
27$ 2.$ 7-&$ #&)527=$ '&$ 526&$ 7-&.&$
9)=.;$

K8$18'$*+*,$2.$-&#&$)19$-8'$
can we make it better than last 
year? 

I am a fi rm believer that we 
.-8"59$)5')=.$/&$7#=210$78$0&7$
better. It doesn’t matter what 

=8"$98$8#$-8'$859$=8"$)#&;$?&:
210$ .&9&17)#=$ )19$ 384>5)3&17$
)#&$187$8>7281.$7-)7$'&$.-8"59$
381.29&#;

Being thoughtful and 
prayerful about others will 
also benefi t us.

Doing good deeds and 
thinking good thoughts give 
".$)$/&77&#$92.>8.27281;$

?&210$8"#$/#87-&#A.$)19$.2.:
ter’s keeper is an action step so 
'&$4".7$98$27;$

For example, if there are a 
few extra dollars that we have, 
5&7A.$ /"=$ .84&81&$ &5.&A.$ 0#8:
3&#2&.;$B-)7$'255$."#>#2.&$7-&4$
)19$'255$ /&$ )1$ 217&17281)5$ )37$
of kindness for us. 

Our ability to make others 
feel good could be a way of 
stopping some of the violence 
that is taking place too fre-
quently in our country. 

!"#$ 724&$ -&#&$ 2.$ 4&)."#&9$
so we must make the most of 
27;$

O&$ -&)#$ 7-&$ &P>#&..281@$
Q7848##8'$ 2.$ 187$ >#842.&9R;$
O&55@$27A.$187;$

Let’s make each day a good 
9)=$).$/&.7$).$'&$3)1;$

B-&#&$)#&$1&'$/5&..210.$)19$
1&'$ 4&#32&.$ 7-)7$ '&$ #&3&26&$
&)3-$9)=;$M&7A.$".&$7-&4;$

OPINION
"""#$%&'())())(**(+(,-#./' !012!34554554664!7489!:!;<=8>=?@!A!B!CCD!EFEG

!""#$%&'(")*+),'-"'+'
year fi lled with new 

"..")-/%$-$01
and possibilities 

O-)7$ &P>&#2:
&13&$98$=8"$)19$
=8"#$.>8".&$')17$
21$=8"#$4)##2)0&$
for 2023? Do you 
')17$)$9#26&$7-#"$
8#$ 921&$ 21$ &P>&:

rience in your marriage? This 
question is not just for newly-
weds; this question is for all 
4)##2&9$ 38">5&.$ '-&7-&#$ =8"$
-)6&$ /&&1$ 4)##2&9$ 7'8$ =&)#.@$
&5&6&1$ =&)#.@$ .&6&17&&1$ =&)#.@$
thirty-three years, forty-seven 
years, or over fi fty years.

Believe it or not, unfortu-
1)7&5=@$7-&#&$)#&$4)1=$.&).81&9$
4)##2)0&.$7-)7$)#&$.7#"005210$78$
#&4)21$-)>>25=$4)##2&9$/&3)".&$
7-&=$-)6&$5&)#1&9$78$F".7$)33&>7$
things for how they are rather 
good or bad. In other words, 
7-&#&$ )#&$ 4)1=$ 4)##2)0&.$ 7-)7$
are on the verge of separation 
)19$ 9268#3&$ ).$ =8"$ #&)9$ 7-2.$
because they have failed to be 
-81&.7$)/8"7$'-)7$7-&=$9&.2#&$21$
4)##2)0&;

It is nothing wrong with hav-
ing specifi c desires for your 
marriage. Think about it, if you 
3)1$-)6&$3&#7)21$9&.2#&.$)19$).:
>2#)7281.$#&0)#9210$=8"#$-&)57-@$
educational status, fi nances, –
7-&1$'-=$3)1A7$'&$9&329&$'-)7$
'&$ ')17$ 8"#$ 4)##2)0&.$ 78$ /&$
like. Do not let another hour, 
9)=@$4817-@$8#$=&)#$08$/=$'-&#&$
=8"$)#&$)33&>7210$384>5)3&13=$
in your marriage – you can be 
217&17281)5$ )/8"7$ 7-&$ &P>&#2:
&13&.$ =8"$ ')17$ 21$ =8"#$ 4)#:
riage regardless of how many 

=&)#.$ =8"$ -)6&$ /&&1$ 4)##2&9$
– it is not too late to answer 
the following questions: What 
&P>&#2&13&$ 98$ =8"$ )19$ =8"#$
.>8".&$ ')17$ 21$ =8"#$ 4)##2)0&$
for 2023? Do you want a drive 
7-#"$ 8#$ 921&$ 21$ &P>&#2&13&$ 21$
your marriage? Yes, it is easy to 
9&329&$'-)7$=8"$')17$=8"#$4)#:
riage to be like, but it requires 
the efforts of both spouses, hard 
work, dedication, commitment, 
3844"123)7281@$ 7#)1.>)#&13=@$
>)72&13&$)19$586&;

O-)7$ 2.$ )$ 9#26&$ 7-#"$ &P>&#2:
ence in marriage? A drive thru 
&P>&#2&13&$21$4)##2)0&$2.$/).&9$
48.75=$ 81$ 3816&12&13&$ 3&1:
7&#&9$ )#8"19$ .>&&9=$ 7#)1.)3:
tions, little to no effort on your 
part, selfi shness, easy to forget 
or not acknowledge the experi-
&13&@$ #&32>2&17$ 6&#.".$ )$ 026&#@$
little to no intimacy, familiar 
with the process like the back 
of your hand, no change, and 
it allows for more accommoda-
7281.$ 21$ 217&#)37210$ '27-$ 87-&#$
>&8>5&$ /&.29&.$ =8"#$ .>8".&;$ <$
9#26&$7-#"$4)##2)0&$&P>&#2&13&$
often leaves a spouse (s) feeling 
empty, bored, taken advantage 
of, disconnected, withdrawn, 
1&05&37&9@$ )/)1981&9@$ ".&9@$
581&5=$)19$#&F&37&9;

O-)7$2.$)$921&$21$&P>&#2&13&$
in marriage? A dine in experi-
&13&$21$4)##2)0&$2.$/).&9$48.7:
5=$81$)96&17"#&$3&17&#&9$)#8"19$
spending quality time with each 
other, planning, some to a lot of 
effort on your part, some incon-
6&12&13&@$ &4/#)3210$ 3-)13&$
and change, unforgettable, 
526&5=@$ )9)>7)726&@$ ."#>#2.&.@$

>#8487&.$ 3844"123)7281@$ &P:
posure to variety, special (if you 
)#&$187$833">2&9$/=$7&3-18580=S
.832)5$4&92)I@$5&)#1$48#&$)/8"7$
each other, personal, requires 
81&.$ >#&.&13&@$ 724&@$ )77&17281@$
focus on the spouse, intimacy, 
connection, fellowship, it’s “an 
expereince,” and time for you 
78$0#8'$).$81&;$<$921&$21$4)#:
riage experience often makes a 
spouse (s) feel appreciated, im-
portant, acknowledged, special, 
signifi cant, empowered, happy, 
)33&>7&9@$ ')17&9@$ 586&9$ )19$
fulfi lled.

After seventeen years of mar-
riage, my husband and I have 
#&3&175=$ 9&329&9$ 7-)7$ '&$ ')17$
)$ 921&$ 21$4)##2)0&$ &P>&#2&13&;$
O&$ 98$ 187$ ')17$ )$ 9#26&$ 7-#"$
4)##2)0&$&P>&#2&13&$).$'&$-)9$
learned to naively settle for ear-
5=$81$21$8"#$4)##2)0&;$O&$')17$
)96&17"#&@$ 1&'$ &P>&#2&13&.$
'27-$81&$)187-&#@$21724)7&$381:
6&#.)7281.$ )19$ 3844"123)7281$
with one another, spend quality 
724&$'27-$ 81&$ )187-&#@$ 81&$ 81$
81&$ 217&#)37281.@$ )19$ &P3-)10&$
)7$-84&$)19$8"7.29&$ 7-&$-84&@$
21724)7&$ 9)7&.@$ 48#&$ 921&$ 21$
#&.7)"#)17$ &P>&#2&13&.@$ )19$'&$
want to simply make time to 
gaze into each other’s eyes – me 
looking into his hazel eyes and 
-24$0)N210$2178$4=$/#8'1$&=&.$
)19$48.7$24>8#7)175=$'&$9&.2#&$
)1$ 21724)7&$ #&5)7281.-2>$ '27-$
T89@$.8$ 7-)7$E&$3)1$0"29&$)19$
92#&37$8"#$4)##2)0&;$

O-)7$&P>&#2&13&$98$=8"$)19$
=8"#$.>8".&$')17$ 21$=8"#$4)#:
riage for 2023? Do you want 
)$ 9#26&$ 7-#"$ 8#$ 921&$ 21$ &P>&#2:

ence in your marriage? Mar-
#2)0&$ .-8"59$ 187$ F".7$ /&$ /).&9$
81$3816&12&13&@$/"7$27$.-8"59$/&$
/).&9$ 81$ 586&@$ F8=@$ -)>>21&..@$
3844"123)7281@$ 7#".7@$ .84&$
inconvenience, reciprocity, for-
026&1&..@$>)72&13&@$"19&#.7)19:
ing, quality time, empathy, ap-
preciation, acknowledgement, 
0#)727"9&@$4&#3=$)19$0#)3&;

A dine in Marriage can in-
volve the following: working 
8"7$ 780&7-&#@$ 08210$ 78$ 3-"#3-$
with one another, taking vaca-
7281.$'27-$81&$)187-&#@$>#)=210$
780&7-&#@$9)7210$&)3-$87-&#@$.27:
7210$ 81$ 7-&$ 38"3-$ ')73-210$ )$
movie together, reading a book 
780&7-&#@$ 9)13210$'27-$ 81&$ )1:
other, taking a ride together, 
08210$81$ )$ 3#"2.&$ 780&7-&#$ )19$
'-)7&6&#$=8"$/87-$&1F8=$98210$
'27-$81&$)187-&#;

In conclusion, the relation-
ship that Jesus established with 
E2.$ 92.32>5&.$ ).$ 9&.3#2/&9$ 21$
John 21 was fostered by empa-
7-=@$ >#)=210$ 780&7-&#@$ 5&)#1210$
together, fellowship, breaking 
bread together, spending qual-
ity time with one another, self-
5&..1&..$ )19$ )9)>7)7281;$ O-)7$
/&77&#$&P)4>5&$78$".&$7-)1$7-)7$
of Jesus?

U5&).&$/&$217&17281)5$21$*+*,$
/=$ 026210$ =8"#$ .>8".&$ )$ >8.2:
tive, unforgettable, dine in mar-
#2)0&$&P>&#2&13&$7-)7A.$/).&9$81$
love, affection and intimacy.

?&384210$ 217&17281)5$ 21$ 24:
plementing a consistent Dine 
in Marriage experience can be 
the major difference between 
separation, divorce and broken 
families in 2023.

Drive-thru experience 
vs. dine-in experience 

$%'2+))$+&0

<.$ '&$ 0#&&7$
2023, I’m feel-
210$ 48#&$ 7-)1$
7-&$ 7=>23)5$
.&).81)5$ 8>72:
42.4;$<4&#23)$
2.$ >#24&9$ 813&$

again for a historic achieve-
ment, call it our “Earth shot.” 

In the 1960s and early 
1970s, the United States spent 
the current dollar equivalent 
of just under $300 billion on 
Q5)19210$ )$4)1$ 81$ 7-&$4881$
and returning him safely to 
Earth” as President Kennedy 
proposed in 1961. Ever since, 
that combination of aspiration 
)19$ &P>&1927"#&$ -).$4)9&$ ".$
call any well-fi nanced goal 
that seems improbable, if not 
24>8..2/5&@$)$Q4881.-87;R

U#&.29&17$ ?29&1$ )19$ C81:
gress committed almost $700 
billion in the next 10 years to 
#&9"3210$>855"7281@$>)#723"5)#:
5=$ 21$4)#021)52N&9$ 3844"12:
ties most likely to suffer, and 
to making the transportation 
)19$ &1&#0=$ .&378#.$ 35&)1&#$ 78$
>#&.&#6&$7-&$3524)7&;$O&$1&&9$
78$)>>#&32)7&$7-&$216&.74&17$78$
save our fragile planet made in 
the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act and the Infl ation 
Reduction Act as our Earth 
.-87;$

This is a moment of unprec-
&9&17&9$ 8>>8#7"127=$ 78$ 384:
/)7$ 7-&$ 3524)7&$ 3#2.2.@$ 5&..&1$
the impact of environmental 
9&3)=$21$3844"1272&.$7-)7$"1:
fairly bear its brunt, and build 
)$ 35&)1&#$ &38184=;$ O&$ 1&&9$
78$ 384&$ 780&7-&#$ 78$ .&2N&$ 27;$
It’s a moment long awaited by 
people of color in particular, 
'-8$)5')=.$-)6&$/&&1$ .7#810$
voices for environmental pro-
7&37281$)19$'-8$-)6&$/&&1$7-&$
most demanding of political 
5&)9&#.$ 81$ 7-&.&$ 2.."&.$ )7$ 7-&$
/)5587$/8P;$

O-)7A.$/&-219$7-2.$8>7242.:
tic outlook? First, the land-
mark investment since 2021 
moves us beyond the point of 
.24>5=$ 24)021210$'-)7$ 38"59$
/&$981&$78$-)19210$".$7-&$7885.$
to build what it will take to 
)6&#7$ 3524)7&$ 3)7).7#8>-&$ )19$
environmental decay. It’s up to 
us now to take up those tools 
and get to work. We can ac-
celerate the arrival of a green 
&38184=;$O&$3)1$ #&/"259$8"#$
manufacturing sector, not just 
8"#$ #8)9.$ )19$ /#290&.;$ O&$
can create good jobs for peo-
>5&$ '-8$ 1&&9$ 7-&4$ )19$ -)6&$
struggled to fi nd them. And 
we can do it all at once. In fact, 
'&$4".7$98$27$)55$)7$813&;$

K&3819@$ 7-)7$ -2.78#23$ 21:

6&.74&17$ 384&.$ )7$ )$ >)#723":
larly opportune moment for 
changing the course of our 
climate and environment. It’s 
)$484&17$'-&1$21186)7281$2.$
matching our resolve to make 
change. From batteries to LED 
520-7.$ 78$ &1&#0=$ >#89"37281@$
'&$-)6&$/&77&#@$35&)1&#$8>7281.$
)3#8..$7-&$&38184=;$

This intersection of invest-
4&17$ )19$ 21186)7281$ 4&)1.$
'&$ 3)1$486&$ >).7$ 7-&$ 859$ &2:
ther-or thinking that has held 
us back for too long, the mis-
taken notion that the only way 
to have a fl ourishing economy 
is to force some people in 
some places to pay the cost of 
prosperity. The new reality of 
7-2.$ 724&$ 2.$ 7-)7$'&$ 3)1$ -)6&$
7-#26210$ /".21&..&.$ )19$ 0889$
jobs without sacrifi cing the 
>5)1&7;

T&77210$ 78$ 7-&$4881$ 5&9$ 78$
everything from the silicon 
chip to more PhDs in science 
and engineering. Our Earth 
.-87$ 3)1$ -)6&$ 7-&$ .)4&$ .>255:
over effect. 

While the federal govern-
ment has set the stage for 
"1>#&3&9&17&9$ >#80#&..@$ 7-&$
work of implementation will 
>5)=$ 8"7$ 21$ &6&#=$ .7)7&$ )19$
3844"127=;

B-&#&$ '&#&$ 18$ 38#>8#)7&$
lobbyists fi ghting to keep the 
Apollo rockets grounded, but 
we can expect fi ghts every-
'-&#&$ 78$926&#7$ 216&.74&17$ 21$
)$ 35&)1&#$ &162#814&17$ 8#$ 78$
421242N&$27.$24>)37;$O&$1&&9$
78$ 4)73-$ 7-8.&$ 8>>81&17.$ 21$
.7)7&-8".&.$)19$327=$-)55.$'27-$
our people power. Environ-
4&17)5@$ 5)/8#$ )19$ 32625$ #20-7.$
)9683)7&.$ 1&&9$ 78$ 384&$ 78:
0&7-&#$).$)55$8"#$217&#&.7.$)5201$
21$7-2.$3)".&;

<.$'&$358.&$8"7$7-2.$-8529)=$
.&).81@$5&7A.$026&$8"#.&56&.$7-&$
gift of belief. Let’s believe that 
'&$3)1$98$7-2.@$'&$3)1$.)6&$7-&$
>5)1&7;$ M&7A.$ /&52&6&$ 7-)7$ '&$
can fi gure out tough challeng-
&.$7-)7$8"#$21.>2#)7281$-).$=&7$
to crack. And let’s believe we 
can move beyond old, harmful 
patterns of division and dis-
3#2421)7281$ 78$ &1."#&$ &6&#=:
81&$&1F8=.$)$526)/5&$>5)1&7;$

E)>>=$%&'$(&)#;$
!"#$%"&'()*$+*$+#,(-+#.$"/0

",)1+2"$ 3+4",1(4$ (5$ 16"$ 7+"44&$
8')9:$ ;-"4+,&<*$ '&4."*1$ &#3$
most infl uential grassroots en-
2+4(#-"#1&'$(4.&#+=&1+(#:$&#3$
>4(5"**(4$ (5$ >4&,1+,"$ &1$ 16"$
?#+2"4*+1@$(5$A"##*@'2&#+&B$;$
C"D$ E(4F$ G+-"*$ 9"*10*"''+#.$
&)16(4:$ 6+*$ #"/1$ 9((F$HC"2"4$
I(4."1$ J)4$ A"(>'"$ K"4"$ ;'0
D&@*$I4""L$D+''$9"$>)9'+*6"3$
9@$M&4>"4$8(''+#*$+#$%&#)&4@$
NONPB$

30+,4
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Earth Shot 
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Mississippi at the offi ce of the City Clerk, City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, P.O. Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 P.M. CST, Tues-
day, January 10, 2023, for supplying all labor and materials (as specifi ed) 
necessary for JTRAN BUS STOP SIGN REPLACEMENT, REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL (RFP)#2022-04. 

Principal items of work are as follows: 
1. Removal of Signs, including post and footing-I90 each; 
2. Removal of Sign Panels, including hardware-174 SF; 
3. Maintenance of Traffi c; 
4. Mobilization; 
5. Standard Roadside Signs, Sheet Aluminum, 0.080” Thickness-I325 SF 
(INSTALL ONLY); 6. Square Tube Post, 1.75”x 1.75”, 14 GA-6570 LF (IN-
STALL ONLY); 
7. Square Tube Post, 2”x 2”, 12 GA-1767 LF (INSTALL ONLY) 

Signs, fastners, posts, and mounts will be provided to the contractor and 
shall not be included in the bid price. The above general outline of features 
of the work does not in any way limit the responsibility of the Contractor to 
perform all work and furnish all labor and equipment required by the speci-
fi cations and the drawings referred to therein. 

Contract time for this contract shall be 120 consecutive calendar days 
from the effective date shown in the Notice to Proceed. Liquidated dam-
ages will be assessed for each consecutive calendar day the Work has 
not achieved Final Completion. The amount of liquidated damages per day 
will be $500.00 plus any additional actual costs above $500.00 incurred by 
the Owner. These actual costs include, but arc not limited to, engineering, 
inspection, and other construction related costs resulting from the Contrac-
tor’s failure to complete the work on schedule. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting. It is the policy of the City ofJackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunivfor all persons doing business with the City. As 
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit 
a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the 
bid submission, in accordance with the provision of the City of Jackson’s 
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with 
the City’s Executive Order shall disqualify a contractor, bidder, or offeror 
from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City 
of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the Divi-
sion of Equal Business Opportunity at 601-960-1856. Copies of the Execu-
tive Order, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are available 
at 200 South President Street, Suite 223, Jackson, Mississippi. 

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all bidders that in compliance with Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.0 2000d to 2000d-4, 
that all bidders will be afforded fi dl opportunity to submit bids in response to 
this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, 
color, national origin, or sex, in consideration for an award. 

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson’) is committed to culti-
vating and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various pro-
grams, employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all 
persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as 
*"$$&#)&/02)"&*02&)""7&/2&,24/+#,/&*(/0&/0"&1(/.&24&-#+(23)&9+2:",/)&#4%;
or conduct business in the City to assist the City in achieving its goal by 
strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities. 

The City of Jackson ensures that the Disadvantaged Business Enterprises 
(DBEs), as outlined in 49 C.F.R. Part 26, as amended, have the maximum 
opportunity to participate in the performance of contracts. Therefore, it is 
imperative that you read the DBE Section and complete the necessary 
paperwork in its entirety. If there is any evidence or indication that two 
or more bidders are in collusion to restrict competition or are otherwise 
engaged in anti-competitive practices, the submission of all such bidders 
shall be rejected, and such evidence may be cause for disqualifi cation of 
the participants in anyfuture solicitation undertaken by the City of Jackson. 

Bidders must be qualifi ed under Mississippi Law and show current Cer-
tifi cate of Responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Public 
Contractors establishing his classifi cation as to the value and type of con-
struction on which he is authorized to bid. 

Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal forms to be provided, sealed 
in an envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: “Bid for 
JTRAN BUS STOP SIGN REPLACEMENT, REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
(RFP)#2022-04.” Each bidder shall write his Certifi cate of Responsibility 
Number on the outside of the sealed envelope containing his proposal. 

Each Bidder must submit with his proposal a separate attachment stating 
the Bidder’s qualifi cations to perform the Work. The Statement of Qualifi ca-
tions shall list past projects of similar size and nature, a list of references 
with name and telephone number, a list of key personnel who will perform 
the work, and other information supporting the bidder’s qualifi cations. 

Bids, EBO and DBE plans shall be submitted in triplicate (bound/stapled 
separately), sealed and deposited with the City Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, 
Mississippi prior to the hour and date hereinbefore designated. No bidder 
may withdraw his bid within 90 days after the actual date of the opening 
thereof. 

Offi cial Bid Documents, including the Contract Documents and Drawings 
can be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.centralbidding.com. Elec-
tronic Bids may be submitted at www.centralbiddine.com. For any ques-
tions related to the electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding 
at 225-810-4814. 

Awarding public contracts to non-resident Bidders will be on the same ba-
sis as the non-resident bidder’s state awards contracts to Mississippi Con-
tractors bidding under similar circumstances. Current state law, Mississippi 

General Laws of 2010, Chapter 383, section 31-3-21 of the Mississippi 
Code of 1972, as amended, requires a non-resident bidder to attach to the 
bid a copy of the Bidder’s resident state’s current laws pertaining to such 
state’s treatment of nonresident contractors. Non-resident bidders must at-
/#,0&/2&/0"(+&'(%&#&,29.&25&#4.&'(%&9+"5"+"4,"&$#*&25&/0"&)/#/"8&,(/.8&,234/.8&
parish, province, nation or political subdivision where they are domiciled. 
If there is no such law where they are domiciled, all non-resident bidders 
shall attach a letter to their bid stating that there is no bid preference law 
where they are domiciled. The bid of any non-resident bidder who fails to 
attach to its bid a copy of its domicile’s bid preference law or a letter stating 
that its domicile has no such bid preference law, whichever is applicable, 
shall be rejected and not considered for award.

Each Bidder must deposit with his bid a Bid Bond or Certifi ed Check in an 
amount equal to fi ve percent (5%) of the bid, payable to the City of Jackson 
as bid security. Bidders shall also submit a current fi nancial 

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson’) is committed to culti-
vating and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various pro-
grams, employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all 
persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as 
*"$$&#)&/02)"&*02&)""7&/2&,24/+#,/&*(/0&/0"&1(/.&24&-#+(23)&9+2:",/)&#4%;
or conduct business in the City to assist the City in achieving its goal by 
strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities. 

The City of Jackson ensures that the Disadvantaged Business Enterprises 
(DBEs), as outlined in 49 C.F.R. Part 26, as amended, have the maximum 
opportunity to participate in the performance of contracts. Therefore, it is 
imperative that you read the DBE Section and complete the necessary 
paperwork in its entirety. If there is any evidence or indication that two 
or more bidders are in collusion to restrict competition or are otherwise 
engaged in anti-competitive practices, the submission of all such bidders 
shall be rejected, and such evidence may be cause for disqualifi cation of 
the participants in anyfuture solicitation undertaken by the City of Jackson. 

Bidders must be qualifi ed under Mississippi Law and show current Cer-
tifi cate of Responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Public 
Contractors establishing his classifi cation as to the value and type of con-
struction on which he is authorized to bid. 

Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal forms to be provided, sealed 
in an envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: “Bid for 
JTRAN BUS STOP SIGN REPLACEMENT, REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
(RFP)#2022-04.” Each bidder shall write his Certifi cate of Responsibility 
Number on the outside of the sealed envelope containing his proposal. 

Each Bidder must submit with his proposal a separate attachment stating 
the Bidder’s qualifi cations to perform the Work. The Statement of Qualifi ca-
tions shall list past projects of similar size and nature, a list of references 
with name and telephone number, a list of key personnel who will perform 
the work, and other information supporting the bidder’s qualifi cations. 

Bids, EBO and DBE plans shall be submitted in triplicate (bound/stapled 
separately), sealed and deposited with the City Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, 
Mississippi prior to the hour and date hereinbefore designated. No bidder 
may withdraw his bid within 90 days after the actual date of the opening 
thereof. 

Offi cial Bid Documents, including the Contract Documents and Drawings 
can be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.centralbidding.com. Elec-
tronic Bids may be submitted at www.centralbiddine.com. For any ques-
tions related to the electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding 
at 225-810-4814. 

Awarding public contracts to non-resident Bidders will be on the same ba-
sis as the non-resident bidder’s state awards contracts to Mississippi Con-
tractors bidding under similar circumstances. Current state law, Mississippi 
General Laws of 2010, Chapter 383, section 31-3-21 of the Mississippi 
Code of 1972, as amended, requires a non-resident bidder to attach to the 
bid a copy of the Bidder’s resident state’s current laws pertaining to such 
state’s treatment of nonresident contractors. Non-resident bidders must at-
/#,0&/2&/0"(+&'(%&#&,29.&25&#4.&'(%&9+"5"+"4,"&$#*&25&/0"&)/#/"8&,(/.8&,234/.8&
parish, province, nation or political subdivision where they are domiciled. 
If there is no such law where they are domiciled, all non-resident bidders 
shall attach a letter to their bid stating that there is no bid preference law 
where they are domiciled. The bid of any non-resident bidder who fails to 
attach to its bid a copy of its domicile’s bid preference law or a letter stating 
that its domicile has no such bid preference law, whichever is applicable, 
shall be rejected and not considered for award. 

Each Bidder must deposit with his bid a Bid Bond or Certifi ed Check in an 
amount equal to fi ve percent (5%) of the bid, payable to the City of Jackson 
as bid security. Bidders shall also submit a current fi nancial statement, if 
requested by the City of Jackson. The successful bidder will be required 
to furnish a Payment Bond and Performance Bond each in the amount of 
100% of the contract amount. 

Contract Drawings, Contract Specifi cations, Instructions to Bidders and 
Bidders Proposal forms are on fi le and open to public inspection in the 
Offi ce of Transportation, Department of Planning & Development, City of 
Jackson, Mississippi and the Offi ce of the City Clerk. 

Constructions plans were completed through the Offi ce of Transportation, 
1785 Highway 80 W, Jackson, MS 39204. For technical questions email 
inguice@jacksonms.gov. 

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all Bidders that minority and women 
business enterprises are solicited to bid on these contracts as prime con-
tractors and are encouraged to make inquiries regarding potential subcon-
tracting opportunities, equipment, material and/or supply needs. 

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to 
waive any informalities or irregularities therein. 
Christine Welch, Deputy Director Offi ce of Transportation 

12/8/2022, 12/15/2022, 12/22/2022, 12/29/2022, 1/5/2023
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By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by 
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at 
page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any 
way affected thereby, that Surinder P. Kaur & Gurjeet Singh have fi led with 
the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use 
Permit within a C-2 (Limited) Commercial District to allow for a liquor store in 
a neighborhood shopping center and not in combination with a convenience 
type grocery store or service station on property located at 6080 Highway 18 
West. (Parcel: #835-58). in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Missis-
sippi, and being more particularly described as: 

A PARCEL OF LAND CONTAINING 0.697 ACRES SITUATED IN THE 
SOUTH HALF OF SECTION 15, T4N-Rl W, JACKSON, HINDS COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI AND BEING MORE PARTICULARY DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS: 

COMMENCE AT THE INTERSECTION OF THE SOUTH BOUNDARY OF 
THE L.J. JACKSON PARTITION WITH THE WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE 
OF MISSISSIPPI HIGHWAY 18 AND RUN SOUTH 88 DEGREES 51 MIN-
UTES OO SECONDS WEST ALONG SAID SOUTH BOUNDARY FOR A 
DISTANCE OF 1502.93 FEET; LEAVING SAID SOUTH BOUNDARY, RUN 
THENSE SOUTH 50 DEGREES 31 MINUTES OO SECONDS EAST FOR 
A DISTANCE OF 323.15 FEET TO THE CENTERLINE OF A PROPOSED 
ROADWAY; THEN SOUTH OO DEGREES 26 MINUTES OO SECONDS 
WEST ALONG SAID CENTERLINE FOR A DISTANCE OF 624.5 FEET; 
LEAVING SAID CENTERLINE, THENSE NORTH 60 DEGREES 53 MIN-
UTES OO SECONDS EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 234.23 FEET; CON-
TINUE THENSE NORTH 60 DEGREES 53 MINUTES OO SECONDS EAST 
FOR A DISTANCE OF 150.00 FEET; THENSE SOUTH 32 DEGREES 09 
MINUTES AND OO SECONDS EAST FOR A CONTINUE THENSE SOUTH 
32 DEGREES 09 MINUTES OO SECONDS EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 
210.70 FEET TO THE NORTHERN RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF MISSISSIPPI 
HIGHWAY 18; 1 THENSE SOUTHWESTERLY, CLOCKWISE ALONG THE 
ARC OF A CURVE ON SAID WESTERN RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE FOR A DIS-
TANCE OF 141.03 FEET, SAID CURVE HAVING A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 
04 DEGREES 09 MINUTES 37 SECONDS, A RADIUS OF 1942.23 FEET 
AND A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 57 DEGREES 13 MINUTES OO 
SECONDS WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 14 1.00 FEET; LEAVING SAID 
WESTERN RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE, RUN THENCE NORTH 33 DEGREES 
50 MINUTES OO SECONDS WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 208.96 FEET; 
THENCE NORTH 56 DEGREES 3 1 MINUTES 50 SECONDS EAST FOR A 
DISTANCE OF 147.17 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. THE ABOVE 
DESCRIVED PARCEL IS THE SAME PROPERTY AS DESCRIBED IN DEED 
BOOK PAGE 5926 AT PAGE 101. TOGETHER WITH AN EASEMENT FOR 
SEWER FACILITES, MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: A 
PARCEL OF LAND BEING SITUATED IN THE SOUTH HALF OF SECTION 
15, TOWNSHIP 5 NORTH, RANGE 1 WEST, HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 
AND BEING MORE PARTICULARY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

COMMENCE AT THE POINT OF INTERSECTION OF THE SOUTH PROP-
ERTY LINE OF THE L. J. JACKSON PARTITION WITH THE WEST RIGHT 
OF WAY LINE OF MISSISSIPPI STATE HIGHWAY 18; THENCE RUN SOUTH 
88 0 51 ‘ WEST ALONG SAID SOUTH L. J. JACKSON PROPERTY LINE A 
DISTANCE OF 1,502.93 FEET; THENCE RUN SOUTH 50 0 31 ‘ EAST A DIS-
TANCE OF 323.15 FEET TO A POINT ON THE CENTERLINE OF A 60 FOOT 
PROPOSED STREET; THENCE RUN SOUTH 00 0 26’ WEST ALONG SAID 
CENTERLINE OF A PROPOSED STREET A DISTANCE OF 624.5 FEET; 
THENCE RUN NORTH 60 0 53’ EAST A DISTANCE OF 234.23 FEET TO A 
POINT; THENCE RUN NORTH 60 0 53’ EAST A DISTANCE OF 150 FEET; 
THENCE RUN SOUTH 32 0 09’ EAST A DISTNACE OF 75 FEET; THENCE 
RUN SOUTH 58 0 01 ‘ WEST A DISTANCE OF 147.31 FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED EASEMENT FOR 
SWER FACILITIES; RUN THENCE NORTH 33 0 50’ WEST A DISTANCE OF 
25 FEET; RUN THENCE NORTH 58 0 01 ‘ EAST 40 FEET, MORE OR LESS, 
TO THE EDGE OF THE EXISTING DIRECTION ALONG THE EDGE OF THE 
SAID PAVEMENT TO THE BOUNDARY 
LINE SEPARATING THE PROPERTY OF WILLIAM B. LAW AND RICKY 
ROBERTS FROM THE PROPERTY OF VICKSBURG LP-GAS COMPANY; 
RUN THENCE ALONG THE SAID BOUNDARY LINE, SOUTH 58 0 01 ‘ 
WEST TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, 
January 25, 2023, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby 
will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be 
established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommenda-
tion to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be 
fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is 
made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will 
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for 
the visually/hearing impaired. 

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, 
SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE 
APPLICANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELE-
CONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEAR-
ING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEM-
BERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO 
BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER 
PRIOR TO January 18, 2023. 

WITNESS my signature this 28th day of December 2022. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
1(/.&25&6#,7)248&<())())(99(&

1/5/2023, 1/19/2023
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By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or 
in any way affected thereby, that Caroline Reed has fi led with the Plan-
ning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning 
from R-1A (Single-Family) Residential District to R-2 (Single-Family & Two-
Family) Residential District to allow for the construction of a duplex for the 
property located at 1860 Meadowbrook Rd. (Parcel #584-180)  in the First 
Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly 
described as: 

Lot 1, Block J, Part 3, a subdivision according to the map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds 

County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 12 at Page 13 reference to 
which is made in aid of and as a part of this description 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, 
January 25, 2023, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby 
will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will 
be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recom-
mendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be 
made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing 
must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing 
thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a 
request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, 
the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or 
auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired. 

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, 
SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND 
THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING 
VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO 
THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIRE-
MENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFER-
ENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  
TO REGISTER PRIOR TO January 18, 2023. 

WITNESS my signature this 28th day of December 2022. 

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
1(/.&25&6#,7)248&<())())(99(&

1/5/2023, 1/19/2023
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Mississippi at the office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, P.O. Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 P.M. CST, 
Tuesday, January 10, 2023, for supplying all labor and materials (as 
specified) necessary for JTRAN BUS STOP SIGNAGE, REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL (RFP)#2022-03. 

Principal items of work are as follows: 
1. Standard Roadside Signs, Sheet Aluminum, 0.080” Thickness-1325 
SF; 
2. Square Tube Post, 1.75”x 1.75”, 14 GA-6570 LF; 
3. Square Tubc Post, 2”x 2”, 12 GA-1767 LF 

The above general outline of features of the work does not in any way 
limit the responsibility of the Contractor to perform all work and furnish 
all labor, equipment and materials required by the specifications and the 
drawings referred to therein. 

Contract lime for this contract shall be 120 consecutive calendar days 
from the effective date shown in the Notice to Proceed. Liquidated dam-
ages will be assessed for each consecutive calendar day the Work has 
not achieved Final Completion. The amount of liquidated damages per 
day will be $500.00 plus any additional actual costs above $500.00 in-
curred by the Owner. These actual costs include, but are not limited to, 
engineering, inspection, and other construction related costs resulting 
from the Contractor’s failure to complete the work on schedule. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promotefill and 
equal business opportunivfor all persons doing business with the City. 
As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall 
submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, 
with the bid submission, in accordance with the provision of the City of 
Jackson ‘s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure 
to comply with the City’s Executive Order shall disqualify a contractor, 
bidder, or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract For more in-
formation on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, 
please contact the Division of Equal Business Opportunity at 601-960-
1856. Copies of the Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications and a copy 
of the program are available at 200 South President Street, Suite 223, 
Jackson, Mississippi. 

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.0 2000d to 
2000d-4, that all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids 

in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the 
grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex, in consideration for an 
award. 

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson, is committed to cul-
tivating and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various 
programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages 
all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, 
#)&*"$$&#)&/02)"&*02&)""7&/2&,24/+#,/&*(/0&/0"&1(/.&24&-#+(23)&9+2:",/)&
and/or conduct business in the City to assist the City in achieving its goal 
by strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities. 

The City of Jackson ensures that the Disadvantaged Business Enter-
prises (DBEs), as outlined in 49 C.F.R. Part 26, as amended, have the 
maximum opportunity to participate in the performance of contracts. 
Therefore, it is imperative that you read the DBE Section and complete 
the necessary paperwork in its entirety. if there is any evidence or indica-
tion that two or more bidders are in collusion to restrict competition or 
are otherwise engaged in anti-competitive practices, the submission of 
all such bidders shall be rejected, and such evidence may be cause for 
disqualification of the participants in any future solicitation undertaken by 
the City of Jackson. 

Bidders must be qualified under Mississippi Law and show current Cer-
tificate of Responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Public 
Contractors establishing his classification as to the value and type of 
construction on which he is authorized to bid. 

Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal forms to be provided, sealed 
in an envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: “Bid for 
JTRAN BUS STOP SIGNAGE, REQUEST FOR Fitorositi. (RFP)#2022-
03.” Each bidder shall write his Certificate of Responsibility Number on 
the outside of the sealed envelope containing his proposal. 

Each Bidder must submit with his proposal a separate attachment stat-
ing the Bidder’s qualifications to perform the Work. The Statement of 
Qualifications shall list past projects of similar size and nature, a list 
of references with name and telephone number, a list of key personnel 
who will perform the work, and other information supporting the bidder’s 
qualifications. 

Bids, EBO and DBE plans shall be submitted in triplicate (bound/stapled 
separately), sealed and deposited with the City Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, 
Mississippi prior to the hour and date hereinbcfore designated. No bidder 
may withdraw his bid within 90 days after the actual date of the opening 
thereof. 

Official Bid Documents, including the Contract Documents and Drawings 
can be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.centralbiddin2.com. 

Electronic Bids may be submitted at www.centralbiddine.com. For any 
questions related to the electronic bidding process, please call Central 
Bidding at 225-810-4814. 

Awarding public contracts to non-resident Bidders will be on the same 
basis as the non-resident bidder’s state awards contracts to Mississippi 
Contractors bidding under similar circumstances. Current state law, Mis-
sissippi General Laws of 2010, Chapter 383, section 31-3-21 of the Mis-
sissippi Code of 1972, as amended, requires a non-resident bidder to 
attach to the bid a copy of the Bidder’s resident state’s current laws 
pertaining to such state’s treatment of nonresident contractors. Non-res-
ident bidders must attach to their bid a copy of any bid preference law 
25&/0"&)/#/"8&,(/.8&,234/.8&9#+()08&9+2-(4,"8&4#/(24&2+&92$(/(,#$&)3'%(-()(24&
where they are domiciled. If there is no such law where they are domi-
ciled, all non-resident bidders shall attach a letter to their bid stating that 
there is no bid preference law where they are domiciled. The bid of any 
non-resident bidder who fails to attach to its bid a copy of its domicile’s 
bid preference law or a letter stating that its domicile has no such bid 
9+"5"+"4,"&$#*8&*0(,0"-"+& ()&#99$(,#'$"8&)0#$$&'"&+":",/"%&#4%&42/&,24-
sidered for award. 

Each Bidder must deposit with his bid a Bid Bond or Certified Check 
in an amount equal to five percent (5%) of the bid, payable to the City 
ofJackson as bid security. Bidders shall also submit a current financial 
statement, if requested by the City of Jackson. The successful bidder will 
be required to furnish a Payment Bond and Performance Bond each in 
the amount of 100% of the contract amount. 

Contract Drawings, Contract Specifications, Instructions to Bidders and 
Bidders Proposal forms are on file and open to public inspection in the 
Office of Transportation, Department of Planning & Development, City of 
Jackson, Mississippi and the Office of the City Clerk. 

Constructions plans were completed through the Office of Transporta-
tion, 1785 Highway 80 W, Jackson, MS 39204. For technical questions 
email mguice@jacksonms.gov. 

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all Bidders that minority and women 
business enterprises are solicited to bid on these contracts as prime 
contractors and are encouraged to make inquiries regarding potential 
subcontracting opportunities, equipment, material and/or supply needs. 

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to 
waive any informalities or irregularities therein. 

Christine Welch, Deputy Director Office of Transportation 

12/8/2022, 12/15/2022, 12/22/2022, 12/29/2022, 1/5/2023
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 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:
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Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Neil Diamond

!"#$%&'($")*+,%-.$

Cryptogram Solution

!"#$%&'($")*+,%-.$
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:(33#;005/%*"<3%=33#%>$<3#% (3,3"(9*%
0--0()'#$)$3,% )*")%0-3#35% )*3%500(%10(%
#3;%(3,3"(9*%$#)3(3,),%"#5%#3);0(?$#>%
0-)$0#,%)*(0'>*%)*3%@$,,$,,$--$%A"883.%
B)")3% C#$<3(,$).% D$0$#10(6")$9% >("5'E
")3%-(0>("6F
7"88"93% $,% ,9*35'835% )0% >("5'")3%

1(06%@ABC%$#%@".%01%GHGIF%+",'-"E
)*.% 906-83)35% *3(% ,390#5% @",)3(% 01%
J(),%53>(33%$#%D$0$#10(6")$9,%K3936E
=3(%LH/%GHGG/%1(06%@ABCF%M#%K3936E
=3(%LN/%GHGG/%+",'-")*.%=3>"#%*3(%O0=%
")%7$#,*$-%2"#93(% 4#,)$)')3% 01%P60(.%
C#$<3(,$).%$#%J)8"#)"/%:J%",%)*3%=$0$#E
10(6")$9%"#"8.,)F
4#% Q0<36=3(/% +",'-")*.% -(3,3#)35%

*3(% (3,3"(9*% ")% )*3% R)*%S3"8)*9"(3% 4#E
10(6")$0#% "#5% @"#">363#)% B.,)36,%
B09$3).%TS4@BBU%20#13(3#93%$#%D")0#%
V0'>3/% WJF% 4#% "55$)$0#/%7"88"93% ;",%
0#3%01% )3#%J63($9"#%,)'53#),%,3839)35%
)0%-"()$9$-")3%$#%)*3%4#<",$0#%"#5%3<08'E
)$0#%X%P<08')$0#"(./% -*.80>3#3)$9/% "#5%
>3#06$9%639*"#$,6,%"#5%90#,3Y'3#9E
3,%01%-8"#)E1'#>"8%$#<",$0#,%$#%$#<",$0#%
=$080>.% $#)3(#")$0#"8% >("5'")3% 90'(,3/%
;*$9*%;",%*385% $#%+(3)0($"/%B0')*%J1E
($9"/% 1(06% M9)0=3(% IH/% GHGG% )*(0'>*%
Q0<36=3(%LR/%GHGGF%
+",'-")*.%;",%$#10(635%01%)*3%90#E

13(3#93%=.%*3(%-(013,,0(/%K(F%A$9)0(%D$$/%
",,$,)"#)%-(013,,0(%X%D$0$#10(6")$9,F

J8)*0'>*% ,*3%;",%39,)")$9% )0%=3%"9E
93-)35% $#)0% )*3% 90#13(3#93/% ,*3% ;",%
90#93(#35%"=0')%*3(%"993-)"#93%,)")',%
;*3#%$)%"(($<35%"1)3(%$),%3Z-39)35%5")3F
[4%"--8$35%)0%)*3%90#13(3#93%=.%,'=E

6$))$#>% 6.% "=,)("9)% )0% )*3$(% ;3=,$)3F%
4#$)$"88./% 4% 5$5% #0)% >3)% "% (3,-0#,3% 0#%
;*3)*3(% 4% ;",% "993-)35/% ,0% 4% 539$535%
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<$3;%)*3%-0,)3(%10(%$)/]%,"$5%+",'-")*.F
+",'-")*.% (3>$,)3(35%0#8$#3% )0%-(3,E

3#)% *3(% -(0O39)%;*$83% ,*3% "))3#535% )*3%
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*3(% (3,3"(9*% <$"% "% -0,)3(% 3#)$)835/% [J%
906-(3*3#,$<3% 5")"% 6$#$#>% "#5% =$0E
$#10(6")$9,% "--(0"9*% )0% $53#)$1.% >3#3%
,$>#")'(3,%)*")%-(060)3%-(0,)")3%9"#93(%
-(0>(3,,$0#% $#% )*3% J1($9"#EJ63($9"#%
-0-'8")$0#F]%
J1)3(% -(3,3#)$#>% *3(% -(3,3#)")$0#/%

+",'-")*.% ;",% ",)0#$,*35% ")% *0;% $#E
)3(3,)35% )*3% "'5$3#93% ;",% $#% 83"(#$#>%
more about her research and fi ndings. 
[7*3#%4%-(3,3#)35%6.%-0,)3(/%3<3(.E

0#3%;",% ,0% $6-(3,,35%;$)*% )*3% -0,)3(%
)*")% )*3.% ",?35% ,0% 6"#.% Y'3,)$0#,F% 4%
90'85%"#,;3(%)*36%=39"',3%6.%-(013,E
,0(%TK(F%D$$U%*"5%-(3-"(35%63%10(%Y'3,E

)$0#,% -30-83% 6$>*)% ",?F% S3% ;",% <3(.%
,'--0()$<3%01%63%)*(0'>*0')%)*$,%3#)$(3%
-(093,,/]%+",'-")*.%3Z-8"$#35F%
J990(5$#>% )0% 7"88"93/% K(F% D$$% $#E
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8"93%;",% *3,$)"#)% =39"',3% ,*3% )*0'>*)%
,*3%;0'85%#0)%Y'"8$1./%=')%K(F%D$$%"#5%
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90#<$#93%*3(%0)*3(;$,3F
[4% ;",% 90#<$#935% 01% *0;% $)% ;0'85%

=3% "#% "6"\$#>% 0--0()'#$).F% 4% )*0'>*)%
"=0')%$)%"#5%(3"8$\35%)*3%;0(,)%(3,-0#,3%
4%90'85%>3)%$,%[#0/]%,0%4%539$535%)0%"-E
-8.F%J%;33?% 8")3(/% 4% (393$<35% "#% 36"$8%
)*")%4%;",%"993-)35/]%,"$5%7"88"93F%
^(06% )*3(3/% 7"88"93% ,-3#)% )*(33%

;33?,% ;$)#3,,$#>% #3;% 099'((3#93,/%
,)'5.$#>% $#<",$0#,/% 3Z-80($#>% B0')*%
J1($9"% "#5% 90##39)$#>%;$)*% #3;% -30E
-83F%
[73%;3(3%$#%)*3%2('>3(%Q")$0#"8%+"(?%

to fi nd and identify different animals. 
K'($#>% )*")% )$63/% 4% ;$)#3,,35% "#% 383E
-*"#)%=3>$#%)0%>$<3%=$()*F%73%,";%;*3#%
*3(%;")3(%=(0?3%"#5%*0;%,*3%;"8?35%)0%
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839)$#>%)*36/%)*3.%*"5%)0%;"$)%"%90'-83%
01%5".,%)0%50%)*3%8"=%;0(?%$#%+(3)0($"/]%
,*3%"5535F%
J8)*0'>*%7"88"93%,-3#)%"%=$)%01%)$63%

3Z-80($#>% )*3% 10(3,)% 0(% $#% )*3% 8"=/% ,*3%
;",%"=83%)0%-')%50;#%*3(%8"=%90")%"#5%
3Z-80(3%J1($9"F
[73%")3% 8'#9*%")% )*3%D0)"#$9"8%:"(E

53#,%0#3%5".F%`*3#/%0#%"#0)*3(%5"./%;3%
;3#)%)0%"%,*0--$#>%6"88/%0#3%01%6.%1"E
<0($)3%-8"93,%;3%<$,$)35/]%7"88"93%,"$5F%%%
7"88"93%3Z-8"$#35%*3(%*"--$#3,,%10(%

)"?$#>%"%9*"#93%0#%)*3%-(0>("6%=39"',3%
,*3%;",%"=83%)0%3Z-"#5%*3(%?#0;835>3%
0#%1'#>$%"#5%63)%"6"\$#>%-30-83%$#%)*3%
-(093,,F%
[4% 83"(#35%*0;%$6-0()"#)%1'#>$%;",%

10(% )*3% )(33% (00),% =.% )("#,-0()$#>% #'E
)($3#),%1(06%)*3%(00),%)0%)*3%)(33F%B063%
-30-83%;3(3%60(3% 1"6$8$"(%;$)*% 1'#>$%
=39"',3%)*")%;",%)*3$(%,)'5.%-")*/]%,"$5%
7"88"93F%
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90#)"9)F]%
`*(0'>*% )*$,% 3Z-3($3#93/% 7"88"93%

,"$5% ,*3%;",% "880;35% )0% 906-83)3% *3(%
+*FKF% $#% J1($9"% =')% 6".% *"<3% 0)*3(%
-8"#,%"1)3(%>("5'")$0#F

@$$"*% B'))0#/% "% W"% A3(#3/%
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,*$-% +(0>("6% 13")'(3,% "% );0E%
to fi ve-week short-term study 
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>("6% -(0<$53,% "88E$#98',$<3%
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Hinds County School District hosted a Pastor/Municipalities 
Luncheon to meet and greet pastors, mayors, senators and 
representatives who serve in the Hinds County School District 
area. Dr. Delesicia Martin, superintendent of Hinds County School 
District, provided information to this body on the great successes 
of the district and encouraged them to be involved in making the 
district the best it can be. They were given a tour of the Raymond 
High School Performance Arts Building and the new basketball 
gymnasium. Everyone was impressed with the improvement and 
success of Hinds County School District.
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not ask players to begin a fi ve-minute 
warmup period as ESPN’s broadcasters 
=)-,)//+'/4.-C
GN;,/.2.8,48+00.-,+'8,71/-,;+,;)*5,)3+';,

:)871/@, '>, ;+, 8.0'7., >*)<I[, Y1/4./;,
0)1-C, G%=);J0, 81-14'*+'0C, %=);J0, 1/0./01?
;12.C,%=);J0,/+;,),>*)4.,:.,0=+'*-,.2.8,3.,
1/CJJ
Y1/4./;, 0)1-, ;=.,&1**0,:.8., 8.;'8/1/@,

.)8*<,%'.0-)<,7+8/1/@,;+,;=.,;.)7,()41*?
1;<,1/,#84=)8-,")85I,B.:,\+85I,:1;=,;=.,
.U4.>;1+/,+(,),(.:,>*)<.80,:=+,0;)<.-,3.?
=1/-,:1;=,9)7*1/C
%=.8.,:)0,),=.)2<,>+*14.,>8.0./4.,);,

&'(()*+, B1)@)8), N/;.8/);1+/)*, L18>+8;,
:=./,;=.,;.)7,)8812.-,);,)3+';,EWQX,)C7C,
L,07)**,@8+'>,+(,()/0,@);=.8.-,)48+00,;=.,
0;8..;,(8+7,;=.,>*)<.80J,>)851/@,)8.),/.)8,
;=.,)18>+8;C

The Bengals led 7-3 in the fi rst quar-
;.8, +(, ), @)7., 3.;:../, ;.)70, 2<1/@, (+8,
;=.,;+>,>*)<+((,0..-,1/,;=.,LODC,D1/41/?
/);1,./;.8.-,);,TT?Q,)/-,*.)-1/@,;=.,LOD,
B+8;=,3<,+/.,@)7.,+2.8,&)*;17+8.I,:=1*.,
AFC East champion Buffalo was 12-3.
G%=., BOP"L, )/-, .2.8<+/., 1/, +'8,

4+77'/1;<, 10,>8)<1/@, (+8,6)7)8,9)7?
*1/IJJ, ;=., >*)<.80J, '/1+/, 0)1-, 1/, ), 0;);.?
7./;C,G].,=)2.,3../,1/,;+'4=,:1;=,&1**0,
)/-,&./@)*0,>*)<.80I,)/-,:1;=,;=.,BOPC,
%=.,+/*<, ;=1/@, ;=);,7);;.80, );, ;=10,7+?
7./;,10,6)7)8J0,=.)*;=,)/-,:.**,3.1/@CJJ

The unfi nished game has major playoff 
implications as the NFL enters the fi nal 
:..5,+(,;=.,8.@'*)8,0.)0+/I,:1;=,;=.,:1*-?

4)8-,>*)<+((,8+'/-,04=.-'*.-,;+,3.@1/,+/,
K)/C,TQC
%=.,)(;.87);=,+(,;=.,1/S'8<,:)0,8.71?

/104./;, +(, :=./, &1**0, ;1@=;, ./-, ^.21/,
Everett lay motionless on the fi eld after 
7)51/@,),;)45*.,+/,;=.,0.4+/-?=)*(,+>./?
1/@, 5145+((, 1/, &'(()*+J0, EFF_, 0.)0+/?
+>./1/@,@)7.,)@)1/0;,;=.,6./2.8,&8+/?
cos. Everett sustained a spinal cord injury 
;=);,1/1;1)**<,*.(;,=17,>)8;1)**<,>)8)*<`.-C

Hamlin spent fi ve years of college at 
"1;;03'8@=, a, =10, =+7.;+:/, a, )/-, )>?
>.)8.-,1/,QV,@)7.0,(+8,;=.,")/;=.80,+2.8,
;=);, 0>)/C, 9., :)0, ), 0.4+/-?;.)7, L**?
LDD,>.8(+87.8,)0,),0./1+8I,:)0,2+;.-,),
;.)7,4)>;)1/, )/-,:)0,>145.-, ;+,>*)<, 1/,
;=.,!./1+8,&+:*C
9.,:)0,-8)(;.-, 1/, ;=., 01U;=, 8+'/-,3<,

;=.,&1**0,1/,EFETI,>*)<.-,1/,TQ,@)7.0,)0,),
8++51.,)/-,;=./,3.4)7.,),0;)8;.8,;=10,<.)8,
+/4.,A14)=,9<-.,:)0,*+0;,(+8,;=.,0.)0+/,
;+,1/S'8<C
&<,%'.0-)<,7+8/1/@I,),4+77'/1;<,;+<,

-812.,+8@)/1`.-,3<,9)7*1/,=)-,0'8@.-,;+,
7+8.,;=)/,bcC_,71**1+/,1/,-+/);1+/0C,910,
0;);.-,@+)*,:)0,bEIXFFC
^);=8</,&.80)/1,)/-,=.8,7+;=.8I,M)<?

*.I,:.8.,)7+/@,;=.,&1**0, ()/0,:=+,;8)2?
.*.-,(8+7,&'(()*+,(+8,;=.,@)7.,)/-,:./;,
;+,;=.,=+0>1;)*,(8+7,;=.,0;)-1'7C
G%=10,10,+'8,()71*<,D=810;7)0IJJ,^);=?

8</,&.80)/1,0)1-C,G].,;=+'@=;,1;,:+'*-,3.,
),@8.);,@)7.C,K+.,d&'88+:e,)/-,K+0=,dL*?
*./e,)8.,0'4=,@8.);,7./C,N,S'0;,=+>.,=.,4)/,
*12.,),/+87)*,*1(.C,N;,0;'//.-,'0CJJ
D='45,)/-,K)/.;,^+=*,:./;,;+,;=.,=+0?

>1;)*, )(;.8, :);4=1/@, ;=., @)7., );, =+7.C,
G%=10,10,7'4=,7+8.,17>+8;)/;,;=)/,(++;?
3)**IJJ, D='45, ^+=*, 0)1-C, G9)-, ;+, 4+7.,
)/-,>8)<,(+8,A8C,9)7*1/CJJ
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/..01(''# ,%20&%# 3.1# 4((552# ()5# !"#
67.%08# ,%20&%8# +.9)# ,(:%.:# ()5# ;&)#
<=*>.'8#*.)0%21=0&5#0.#0928#%&7.%0?

8"//%9&!7:/"#&"#&-1"*"-7/&

condition after collapse on fi eld
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+*,-%.



!"#$#%&'#()**)**)++)#,)-. ///012345665665775859:0;<4=>-?>@A#B#C#!!D#EFEG




