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Dr. Dwayne Pickett meets with the 
Department of Justice regarding 

Capital City police abuse

Jay-Z-funded 
lawsuits end 

as Mississippi 
improves prison
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fi fty years. She graduated from 
the University of  Arkansas 
School of Nursing and practiced 
as a nurse. Later, she graduated 
from Columbia University and 
B-0/@-#/#85*3-C@2.>2<-+#,*-./#
went on to graduate from the 
University of Mississippi Med-
ical School and in 1987 com-
pleted her residency training at 
the University of Tennessee in 
Memphis.

She was a practicing OB-
GYN in Jackson, Mississippi 
from 1987 until her retirement 
in February 2017.

She was also a clinical in-
structor in the Department of 
OB-GYN and Department of 
Family Medicine at the Uni-
versity of Mississippi Medical 
Center. She was a partner in 
private practice with East Lake-
?/8.# &4CDE"# /8.# (33;02/9-3#
in Jackson, Mississippi, a Fel-
low of the American College 
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sissippi State Board of Medical 
Licensure from 1996-2006, in-
cluding a term as president from 
2000-2002. Later, Dr. Bush as-
sumed the position of chair of 
the Federation of State Medical 
Boards’ (FSMB) Board of Di-
rectors in 2010. The national 
FSMB, a not-for-profi t organi-
zation, represents the 70 state 
medical and osteopathic boards 

in the United States to promote 
excellence in medical practice.

In February 2012, she became 
president/CEO of the Medi-
cal Institute for Sexual Health. 
Freda co-authored with Joe S. 
McIlhaney, MD, two books, 
HOOKED, New Science on 
How Casual Sex is Affecting 
&5*#G62?.*-87#/8.#96-#?/39#B;;=#
released in January 2012, Girls 
H80;:-*-.7# "-># '-3-/*06# ;8#
What America’s Sexual Culture 
Does to Young Women.

She was a Member of the 
Mississippi Governor’s Blue 
Ribbon Task Force on Teen 
Pregnancy Prevention and 
3-*:-.# /3# 06/2*# ;<# 96-#$-.20/?#
Advisory Subcommittee. Dr. 
Bush served as a presidential 
appointee to the Presidential 
Advisory Council on HIV/
AIDS (PACHA) from 2006-
2009.

She was a contributing writer 
to Faith Matters: How African 
(@-*20/8# ,/296# G;@@582C
ties Can Help Prevent Teen 
Pregnancy published by the 
National Campaign to Prevent 
Teen Pregnancy. Dr. Bush was 
a member of the Physician’s 

'-3;5*0-#G;5802?#<;*#,;053#;8#
the Family. 

She also served as a medical 
advisor for Heartbeat Interna-
92;8/?# /8.# G/*-"-9# /8.# 3-*:-.#
/3# @-.20/?# .2*-09;*# <;*# 96-#
Center for Pregnancy Choices, 
Metro Jackson. During her vast 
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spent speaking on sexual health, 
sexually transmitted diseases 
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She presented seminars for 
health professionals, educators, 
parents, and youth in several 
cities and states; co-sponsoring 
a conference in Jackson, MS 
for seven years. Dr. Bush was 
interviewed on several TV pro-
grams as well as numerous ra-
dio programs including Focus 
on the Family and Family Life 
Today with Dr. James Dobson, 
Focus on the Family with Dr. 
Jim Daly and Family Life To-
day with Dennis Rainey.

She published articles in the 
Journal of Medical Regulation, 
The MS State Medical Associa-
tion Journal, Christianity Today, 
Charisma Magazine, and Chris-
tian Living Metro Jackson.

Dr. Bush was a proud resident 

of Jackson, Mississippi, and 
gave back to her community of 
I-39#J/0=3;8#/8.#9;#;96-*3+

Her faith and light shone 
brightly and touched everyone 
36-#-80;589-*-.+#)*+#4536#>/3#
/?3;# /# .-.20/9-.# @-@B-*# ;<#
New Horizon Church Interna-
tional in Jackson, Mississippi.

She leaves to cherish her 
memory and legacy, her de-
voted husband of fi fty-three 
years, Lee R. Bush, Sr. as well 
/3# 96-2*# <;5*# 062?.*-8# K# ,*-./#
Clarrette Gray of Charlotte, 
NC, Lea Rosel (David) Hall of 
Jacksonville, FL, Jocelyn Bush 
(Matthew) Watkins of San Di-
ego, CA, and Lee Rodgers 
Bush, II of Jackson, MS; four 
brothers – Thirland (Helen) 
$0123320# ;<# F28-# 4?5<<7# ('7#
Ray E. McKissic of Washing-
9;87#)+G7#D-8-#%??23#$0123320#
of Pine Bluff, AR, Wm. Dwight 
(Vera) McKissic of Arlington, 
TX; one sister Waynetta McK-
issic (Dwight) Washington of 
Woodbridge, VA; son-in-law 
Preston Gray of Charlotte, NC; 
9>;# 3239-*C28C?/>3# K# D?;*2/#
$0123320#;<#F28-#4?5<<7#('#/8.#
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kee, WI; godsister – Machelle 
(Jeffrey) Kearney of Pine Bluff, 
AR; twelve grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren and 
a host of nieces and nephews. 
Freda was preceded in death 
by her two brothers, Bobby C. 
$;**;>#;<#$2?>/5=--7#I!#/8.#
Jimmy E. McKissic of Cannes, 
,*/80-#/8.#/??#;:-*# 96-#I;*?.L#
two sisters, Jocelyn McKissic 
Byrd of Kansas City, MO and 
4/*B/*/#';3-#$0123320#;<#%/39#
St. Louis, IL.

A scholarship has been es-
tablished at the University of 
Arkansas for Medical Sciences 
(UAMS) School of Nursing, 
M299?-# ';0=7#(*=/83/3+# !8# M2-5#
of fl owers, please send dona-
92;83#9;#96-#)*+#,*-./#$0123320#
Bush Scholarship.

Family & Friends hour will 
be held Thursday, January 26, 
2023, 5:00-7:00 p.m., at New 
Horizon Church, 1770 Ellis 
Ave., in Jackson, MS. 

The Memorial Service will 
be held Friday, January 27, 
2023, 11:00 a.m. at New Hori-
zon Church International, 1770 
Ellis Ave. Jackson, MS 39204.
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Ultimately, FDA offi cials say 
5":&#$* '"* (#* (##9()* 0/+%-9)%*
;"9)-*5(K%*&'*%(0&%,*'"*8,"5"'%*
.9'9,%* :(//&#('&"#* /(58(&$#0B*
;+&/+* /"9)-* 9)'&5('%)<* 6""0'*
:(//&#('&"#*,('%0*#('&"#;&-%=
M+%* ",&$&#()* ';"7-"0%* !_7

Z>3*0+"'0*+(:%*"..%,%-* 0',"#$*
8,"'%/'&"#* ($(&#0'* 0%:%,%* -&07
%(0%* (#-* -%('+* #"* 5(''%,* '+%*
:(,&(#'B* 69'* 8,"'%/'&"#* ($(&#0'*
5&)-* &#.%/'&"#* ;(#%0=* [C8%,'0*
/"#'&#9%* '"* -%6('%* ;+%'+%,*
'+%* )('%0'* ,"9#-* ".* 6""0'%,0*
signifi cantly enhanced protec-
'&"#B* 8(,'&/9)(,)<* .",* <"9#$%,B*
+%()'+<*N5%,&/(#0=

!-%#<22";/&*%+#='%22#8%&$*-#
&(+# >;/%(;%# 9%3&'*)%(*# '%:
;%/1%2# 2?33"'*# @'")# *-%# 8",:
&'+#8?5-%2#A%+/;&$#B(2*/*?*%C2#
>;/%(;%# &(+# D+?;&*/"(&$# A%:
+/&#E'"?34#!-%#<=#/2#2"$%$F#'%:
23"(2/G$%#@"'#&$$#;"(*%(*4

2[NcM2

!"#$%%#&"'()&"*+(,%"-(,)"+#((."%&/%

0$//$//$11$"2(*)."*11)(3&/"

(1&)*%$(4"(5"+,)4"6&4%&)"*%"7008"

79"1)(1(/&/"(46&:*:-&*)"

8;<=>"/?(%/"5()"'(/%"

!'&)$6*4/

8(44&6%$4@"%?(/&"

A$%?"?&*)%".&5&6%/

%("4&&.&."6*)&

"""#$%&'())())(**(+(,-#./' 0123145!67!8!9:;43145!<=!6>6? @A:!BCDDCDDCEEC!FC2G!H!I

!"#$%&'(#)*+,-#
!"#$%&'%()%*"&%

!"#.*--/(0#1(223&(
+$$',"-&).%/0)$$%1)-2&3%40"&)0

145657#8965:;#$8<#=>66?#8.<=>9#1@A9

!3)%+$$',"-&).%/0)$$

5&-&)/'"6&



New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
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my fi ngers 
64&74( 7/8'-'+(
both of my eyes 

*$+($/++'+(9.(4'*+(*%(9.(%''$:
*5'+( $&'7'( *$+( $'34'6( 64/(
were asking this question con-
cerned about my response to the 
movie. Relieved that I was okay, 
%4'.(6'$%(;*70(%/(7/99'$%&$5(
on how the shooting of people 
in the movie was so precise: 
“Great kill shot!” were words 
that I overheard both say at least 
%6&7'(64&<'(6*%74&$5(%4'(9/8:
ie. What was the movie? Django 
Unchained which my sister, 
their mother, agreed would be 
okay for them to see.

In fact, after at least 10 years 
of enjoying many children’s 
movies and cartoons as part of 
a family movie-going ritual, it 
was the fi rst “adult” movie that 
we (meaning my niece, neph-

ew and I) had seen together. It 
turned out to also be one of the 
most insightful experiences I 
had watching movies with them.

When the movie was over, 
they seemed completely un-
*=='7%'+( ;.( %4'( 8&/<'$7'( *$+(
couldn’t wait to play Fruit Ninja 
&$( %4'( 9/8&'( %4'*%'-( *-7*+'>(
However, I was troubled by 
%4'(8&/<'$7'(/=(%4'(9/8&'(;#%(*%(
the same time in awe of what I 
thought was one aspect of the 
movie that was not talked about 
much by its critics.

The movie was not just a re-
venge story or one that trivial-
ized slavery; it could also be 
seen as a story of the powerful 
sacrifi cial love that one man 
has for his wife. Even more so, 
despite using the n-word nearly 
200 times and having graphic 
instances of horrifi c violence, 
%4'( 9/8&'( *7%#*<<.( 4*+( 64*%(
could be called a Christian mes-
sage.

The Christian message I saw 
was the faith-fueled determina-
tion of Django to fi nd his wife 

Broomhilda, no matter what. 
When he does fi nd her, there 
is one pivotal scene where he 
shields her from a potential 
gun’s bullets. The way the cam-
era is angled, she completely 
disappears and all that is seen 
is Django standing protectively 
in front of her. All I could say 
when I saw that was “Wow! 
Now that’s a man! Willing to 
give his life for his wife.”

The scene was very much a 
visual example of I John 15-16 
which encourages that “By this 
we know love, because He laid 
down His life for us. And we 
also ought to lay down our lives 
=/-(%4'(;-'%4-'$>1

Regardless of how diffi cult it 
looked, Django stayed focused 
on fi nding his wife and took 
necessary risks. I wouldn’t call 
Django a “Christian” movie but 
it does illustrate key Christian 
concepts of unshakeable faith as 
well as unconditional and sacri-
fi cial love.

What would our lives as 
Christians be like if we used 

this same type of determination 
?$/%( 0&<<&$5( 3'/3<'( %/( 5'%(64*%(
we wanted) but remaining so 
faithful and focused on what we 
believe God has called us to do?

Like Broomhilda, we have 
to be willing to hid behind Je-
sus and let him fi ght our battles. 
And like Django, we might 
4*8'( %/( '$+#-'(64*%( *33'*-( %/(
be deceptively insurmountable 
obstacles as we exercise our 
faith. However, in the end, if 
we do not waver and trust God, 
we will obtain his promises and 
reach our Godly goals.
!"#$%&'%( )*+#,( -./&0(1%&2
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Your faith…
unchained

At the Judg-
ment, there will be 
no appeals. There 
6&<<($/%(;'(*(4&54'-(
7/#-%( %/( 64&74( 6'(
can take our case. 
God is the high-

est court that we will ever stand 
before. Every man, woman and 
child will fear and tremble, be-
cause it is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the Living God. 
Everyone, even if he is an atheist 
or an agnostic, is going to realize 
on that day that there is a God and 
that He still rules and reigns in the 
0&$5+/9(/=(9'$>
@4'-'( 6&<<( $/%( ;'( *$.( 3-'9&:

llennialist believer standings 
on that day who can justify that 
ungodly, devilish belief. I want 
%/(9*0'( &%(7<'*-( %/(./#(%4*%( 2(*9(
not against any person, but I am 
against any false teaching and any 
system of religion that would try 
%/(3-/9/%'(&%>

We read in Matthew 25: 32-34 
these words: “And before Him 
shall be gathered all nations: and 
He shall separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd divideth 
his sheep from the goats: and he 
shall set the sheep on His right, 
but the goats on the left. Then 
shall the king say unto them on 
His right hand come, ye blessed 
of My father, inherit the kingdom 
3-'3*-'+(=/-(./#(=-/9(%4'(=/#$+*:
%&/$(/=(%4'(6/-<+>1

The Kingdom of God has been 
prepared since the foundation of 
the world. Jesus was the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the 
world. In other words, God al-
ready had this in mind from the 
beginning. This was not an af-
%'-%4/#54%>( A/+( 4*+( &%( 3'-='7%'+(
=-/9( %4'( 8'-.( 9/9'$%( %4*%( B'(
created the world. God’s way is 
3'-='7%>

Matthew 25: 41 reads, “Then 
shall He say also unto them on 
the left hand, depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fi re, pre-
pared for the devil and his angels.”
2( 9'$%&/$'+( '*-<&'-( %4*%( A/+(

+&+($/%(&$%'$+(=/-(/$'(4#9*$(;':
ing to die and go to hell. Why has 
hell enlarged herself? Because 
people are not believing in God, 
*$+( %4'.( *-'( +.&$5(6&%4/#%(A/+(
in their lives. God, being the just 
God that He is, has to give a just 
recompense of reward. Therefore, 
He has to condemn them to a lost 
eternity and punish them with ev-
erlasting fi re. I repeat, God never 
&$%'$+'+( &%( %/( ;'( %4*%( 6*.>()4.(
was the everlasting fi re prepared? 
Again, for the devil and his an-
gels, not for humans.
)'(4*8'( $/( 5#*-*$%''( /=( 4/6(

</$5( 6'( *-'( 5/&$5( %/( <&8'>( A/+(
wants every person to be saved 
*$+( 7/9'( %/( *( 0$/6<'+5'( /=( %4'(
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P R E S E R V E D The 
Judgment
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WHEREAS, Capitol Magnolia, LLC has fi led a petition to rezone the properties lo-
cated at 1415 Lelia Dr., 1417 Lelia Dr., 1425 Lelia Dr., 1435 Lelia Dr., 1445 Lelia Dr., 
2525 Lakeward Dr. and 2510 Lakeland Terrace, (Parcel Numbers. 542-26, 542-28, 
542-32, 542-30, 542-34, 542-42 and 542-36), in the City of Jackson, First Judicial 
District of Hinds County, Mississippi, from R-4 (Limited Multi-Family) Residential 
District, C-1 (Restricted) Commercial District and C-2 (Limited) Commercial District 
to C-3 (General) Commercial District to allow for the potential development of apart-
ments and other development opportunities; and 

WHEREAS, the Jackson City Planning Board, after holding the required public 
hearing, has offered the recommendation to rezone the properties from R-4 (Lim-
ited Multi-Family) Residential District, C-1 (Restricted) Commercial District and C-2 
(Limited) Commercial District to C-3 (General) Commercial District to allow for the 
potential development of apartments and other development opportunities; and 
WHEREAS, notice was duly and legally given to property owners and interested 
citizens that a meeting of the Council would be held at the City Hall at 2:30 p.m., 
Monday, December 19, 2022 to consider said change, based upon the record of the 
case as developed before the Jackson City Planning Board; and 

WHEREAS, it appeared to the satisfaction of the Jackson City Council that notice 
of said petition had been published in the Mississippi Link on October 27, 2022 
and November 10, 2022 that a hearing had been held by the Jackson City Plan-
ning Board on November 16, 2022, all as provided for by ordinances of the City of 
Jackson and the laws of the State of Mississippi, and that the Jackson City Planning 
Board has offered the recommendation to rezone the above described properties 
from R-4 (Limited Multi-Family) Residential District, C-1 (Restricted) Commercial 
District and C-2 (Limited) Commercial District to C-3 (General) Commercial District; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Jackson City Council after having considered the matter, is of the 
opinion that such changes would be in keeping with sound land use practice and 
to the best interest of the City and that there has been a substantial change in the 
land use character of the surrounding area that justifi es rezoning the properties 
and there is a public need for additional property in that area zoned in accordance 
with the request in said application since any previous Jackson City Council action. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI: 

SECTION 1. That the properties located in the City of Jackson, First Judicial District 
of Hinds County, Mississippi, more particularly described as follows: 

PARCEL 1 (1415/1417, 1425/1435, 1445 Lelia Dr: Parcel #s 542-26, 542-28, 542-
30, 542-32. 542-341: 

Lots 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17, Lakeland Terrace, a subdivision acording to a map or 
plat thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds 
County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 10, Page 42, reference to which is 
hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

PARCEL 2 (2510 Lakeland Terrace; Parcel # 542-361: A parcel of land composed 
of Lots 18 and 19 and a strip of land 65 feet wide off the West edge of Lot 20 of 
Lakeland Terrace Subdivision, a subdivision in the City of Jackson, First Judicial 
District, Hinds County, Mississippi a copy of the record plat of which is in Plat Book 
10 at Page 42 (see copy fi led in Plat Cabinet B at Slot 114) of the Hinds County 
Land Records for the First Judicial District; PLUS that portion of the north half of 
the vacated portion of Lakeside Drive abutting Lots 18 and 19 and the appropriate 
part of Lot 20, said property being more fully described as follows: Begin at the NW 
corner of Lot 18, said point being on the East line of the 50 foot wide right-of-way for 
Lakeland Terrace and proceed thence: 

1. S 01° 01’ W along the East line of the right-of-way for Lakeland Terrace for 175.01 
feet to a point on the center line of the vacated right-of-way for Lakeside Drive; 
thence, 

2. N 89° 35’ E along the center line of the vacated right-of-way for Lakeside Drive 
for 265.0 feet; thence, 

3. N 01° 01’ E for 175.01 feet to a point on the north line of Lot 20: thence, 

4. S 89° 35’ W along the north line of Lots 20, 19, and 18 for 265.0 feet to the POINT 
OF BEGINNING. 

PARCEL 3 (2525 Lakeward Dr; Parcel no. 542-421: Lot 21, and Part of Lot 20, 
Lakeland Terrace and situated in Sec. 25, T6N, R1E, more particularly described 
as: A parcel of land composed of Lot 21 and a strip of land 60 feet wide off the east 
edge of Lot 20 of Lakeland Terrace Subdivision, a subdivision in the City of Jackson, 
First Judicial District, Hinds County, Mississippi a copy of the record plat of which is 
in Plat Book 10 at Page 42 (see copy fi led in Plat Cabinet Bat Slot 114) of the Hinds 
County Land Records for the First Judicial District; plus that portion of the north half 
of the vacated right-of-way for Lakeside Drive abutting Lot 21 and the appropriate 
part of Lot 20, said property being more fully described as follows: 

Begin at the NW corner of Lot 18 of Lakeland Terrace Subdivision, said point being 
on the east line of the right-of-way for Lakeland Terrace and proceed thence: 

1. North 89 degrees 35 minutes east along the north line of Lots 18, 19, and part 
of Lot 20 for 265.0 feet to the NW corner of the subject parcel which is the point of 
beginning for its description. 
Continue Thence: 

2. North 89 degrees 35 minutes east along the north line of Lots 20 and 21 for 
252.24 feet to the NE corner of Lot 21, said point being on the west line of right-of-
way for Lakeward Drive; thence, 

3. South 23 degree 14 minutes west along the west line of the right-of-way for Lake-
ward Drive for 190.99 feet to a point on the center line of the vacated right-of-way 
for Lakeside Drive; thence, 

4. South 89 degrees 35 minutes west along the center line of the vacated right-of-
way for Lakeside Drive for 180.00 feet; thence, 

5. North 01 degree 01 minute east for 175.01 feet to the Point of Beginning. 

PARCEL 4: 

Non-exclusive easements and rights appurtenant to and for the benefi t of Parcel 
3 as created by Temporary Construction and Drainage Pipe Easement Agreement 
recorded in Book 7179 at Page 1305, for the purposes described in that easement, 
over, under and across the lands described therein. 

Subject to the terms, provisions and conditions set forth in said instrument. 

is hereby modifi ed so as to approve the rezoning of the property located at 1415 Le-
lia Dr., 1417 Lelia Dr., 1425 Lelia Dr., 1435 Lelia Dr., 1445 Lelia Dr., 2525 Lakeward 
Dr. and 2510 Lakeland Terrace, (Parcel Numbers: 542-26, 542-28, 542-32, 542-30, 
542-34, 54242 and 542-36) from R-4 (Limited Multi-Family) Residential District, C-I 
(Restricted) Commercial District and C-2 (Limited) Commercial District to C-3 (Gen-
eral) Commercial District to allow for the potential development of apartments and 
other development opportunities. However, that before any structure is erected or 
use thereof on the said property, the applicant must meet the requirements estab-
lished through the Site Plan Review process. The Zoning Administrator is ordered 
to note such change on the Offi cial Zoning Map to the City of Jackson, Mississippi. 

SECTION 2. That the cost of publication of this Ordinance shall be borne by the 
petitioner. 

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after its passage 
and after publication of same by the petitioner. 

Council Member Lindsay moved adoption; President Foote seconded. 

Yeas - Banks, Foote, Hartley, Lindsay and Stokes. Nays - None. Absent - Gritzell 
and Lee. 

ATTEST: 
Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk 

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualifi ed Municipal Clerk and lawful custodian 
of records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is 
a true and exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its Zoning Council 
Meeting December 19, 2022 and recorded in Minute Book “6W, Pgs. 457-460”.

WITNESS my signature and offi cial seal of offi ce, this the 23rd day of January, 
2023. 

Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk 

1/26/2023
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Electronic and sealed bid proposals for the above bid will be received by 
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business 
Offi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. 
(Local Prevailing Time) February 28, 2023 at which time and place they will 
be publicly opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conferences concerning this 
project will be held at 3655 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213 on Thurs-
day, February 16, 2023 at 3:00 P.M. Attendance at the pre-bid conferences 
is non-mandatory but strongly encouraged. The Board of Trustees reserves 
the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the 
acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date 
bids are opened. 

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.iosdm-
soroiects.com.  A $250.00 non-refundable deposit shall be required on each 
set of bid documents and must be purchased through the website. All plan 
holders are required to have a valid email address for registration. Questions 
regarding website registration and online orders please contact Plan House 
Printing, 607 W. Main Street, Tupelo, MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions 
regarding bid documents please contact Charles Bunniran at Allen & Hoshall, 
Phone: 601-977-8993, or Email: cbunniran(aallenhoshall.com. 

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. 
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, 
must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, 
MS 39201. 

1/26/2023 2/2/2023
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You have been made a respondent in the Petition to Adjudicate / Designate the 
Heirs at Law and the Petitione to Close Estate, Distribute Assets, Discharge the 
Executrix of the Estate of JAMES RICHARD TREADWELL, deceased. 

You are Summoned to appear and defend against said Petition(s) fi led herein 
before the Honorable Judge, Dewayne Thomas, on the 13th day of April 2023 
at 1:30 o’clock P. M. at the Hinds County Chancery Courthouse, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 3165 S. President Street. And in case of failure to appear and defend, 
a judgment will be entered for the things requested in this Petition. You are not 
required to fi le any answers or other pleadings, but you may if you desire. 

ISSUED UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF COURT this 13th day of January, 
2023. 

Eddie Jean Carr oftlirro. 
Hinds County Chancery Clerk 
Jackson, Mississippi

1/19/2023 1/26/2023 2/2/2023
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fice, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) February 15, 2023, at which time and place they will be pub?
licly opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conferences concerning this project will 
be held at 1120 Riverside Drive, Jackson, MS 39202 on Tuesday, January 24, 
2023, at 3:00 P.M. Attendance at the pre-bid conferences is non-mandatory but 
strongly encouraged. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and 
+""*.),-=*%'*3+)2#*)(0'&@+")%)#-=*+(,*%'*3)%11'",*%1#*+$$#/%+($#*'0*+(4*.),*)0*+/?
proved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened. 

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.josdm?
sprojects.com.  A $200.00 non-refundable deposit shall be required on each set 
of bid documents and must be purchased through the website. All plan holders 
are required to have a valid email address for registration. Questions regarding 
website registration and online orders please contact Plan House Printing, 607 
W. Main Street, Tupelo, MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid 
documents please contact Kali Blakeney at M3A Architecture, PLLC, Phone: 
601-981-1227, or Email: kblakeneyam3aarch.com. 

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 
9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be 
delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201. 

1/19/2023 1/26/2023
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Electronic RFP proposals for the above RFP will be received by the Board of 
Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time), 
February 9, 2023 at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read 
aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all RFPs, to 
waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any RFP if approved for 
forty-five calendar days from the date RFPs/ are opened. 

There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Down?
load from Central Bidding website at www.centralbiddinq.com for a small fee of 
$49.99 or visit JPSD website at www.iackson.k12.ms.us and download. Ven?
dors must be registered with Central Bidding in order to electronically upload 
RFPs proposals at no cost. For any questions concerning the process, or how 
to register, please contact Central Bidding at 225-810-4814. 

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 
9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be 
delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201. 

1/26/2023 2/2/2023
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fice, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) February 28, 2023 at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conferences concerning this project will be 
held at 3535 Albermarle Road, Jackson, MS 39213 on Wednesday, January 25, 
2023 at 3:00 P.M. Attendance at the pre-bid conferences is non-mandatory but 
strongly encouraged. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and 
+""*.),-=*%'*3+)2#*)(0'&@+")%)#-=*+(,*%'*3)%11'",*%1#*+$$#/%+($#*'0*+(4*.),*)0*+/?
proved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened. 

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.jpsdm?
sprojects.com. A $200.00 non-refundable deposit shall be required on each set 
of bid documents and must be purchased through the website. All plan holders 
are required to have a valid email address for registration. Questions regarding 
website registration and online orders please contact Plan House Printing, 607 
W. Main Street, Tupelo, MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid 
documents please contact Charles Bunniran at Allen & Hoshall, Phone: 601-
977-8993, or Email: cbunnirana.allenhoshall.com. 

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 
9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be 
delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201. 
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WHEREAS, Article XII establishes rules for regulating and governing the conditions 
+(,*@+)(%#(+($#*'0*+""*&#(%+"*/&'/#&%4*.4*/&'2),)(A*%1#*-%+(,+&,-*0'&*$'(,)%)'(-*#-?
sential to ensure that structures are safe, sanitary and fit for occupation and use; and 

WHEREAS, The City of Jackson finds it necessary to amend rules and regulations 
relating to Chapter 26: Article XII Additional Requirements for Rental Housing in or?
,#&*%'*$'(%)(7#*%'*&#+-'(+."4*/&'%#$%*1#+"%1=*-+0#%4=*+(,*3#"0+&#*'0*%#(+(%-*%1&'7A1*
the enforcement of property maintenance codes; and 

WHEREAS, as of the year 2022, there are more rental units than homeowner oc?
cupied units in the city of Jackson and the city finds it necessary to enforce a registra?
tion and inspection program to prevent future neglect of properties in the city; and 

WHEREAS, The Department of Planning and Development recommends the pro?
posed text amendments to Ordinance Chapter 26: Article XII Additional Require?
ments for Rental Housing. 

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JACK?
SON, MISSISSIPPI, THAT: 

Chapter 26, Article XII of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Jackson, Mississippi, 
is hereby to read as follows: 

ARTICLE XII. – RENTAL REGISTRATION PROGRAM 

Sec. 26-521. – Purpose and Authority. 

61#*/7&/'-#*'0*%1)-*+&%)$"#*)-*%'*#-%+.")-1*+*&#A)-%&+%)'(*&#B7)&#@#(%*0'&*'3(#&-*'0*
Rental Housing Units to protect the health, safety and welfare of the public insofar as 
they are affected by the maintenance of said Units and the occupancy thereof. The 
/7&/'-#*-1+""*.#*+$$'@/")-1#,*.4*&#B7)&)(A*&#(%+"*1'7-)(A*7()%-*%'*.#*&#A)-%#&#,*+(,*
inspected. This article shall be construed to secure this express intent.   

61#*<#/+&%@#(%*'0*:"+(()(A*+(,*<#2#"'/@#(%*-1+""*.#*&#-/'(-)."#*0'&*%1#*+,@)()-?
tration and enforcement of this article.  

Sec. 26-522. – Definitions. 

C("#--*%1#*$'(%#D%*$"#+&"4*)(,)$+%#-*'%1#&3)-#=*%1#*0'""'3)(A*3'&,-*+(,*/1&+-#-*+-*
used in this article shall have the following meanings: 

Certificate of Compliance – a document provided by the City of Jackson’s Depart?
ment of Planning Division of Rental Registration upon successful application sub?
mission, approval, inspection, as may be applicable, and fee payment. 

Local Agent: A real person who resides in the city limits of Jackson, Mississippi who 
)-*+."#*%'*&#-/'(,*&#+-'(+."4*%'*$'(%+$%*@+,#*.4*%1#*<)&#$%'&*'0*:"+(()(A*'&*,#-)A?
nee on a 24-hour basis. The local agent must be able to legally represent the owner. 

Owner: Any person or legal entity which owns an interest in the property in question 
or any legal entity which serves as a managing agent for the property in question.  

Property Maintenance Code: The provisions of City of Jackson’s Code of Ordinanc?
es, the 2018 International Property Maintenance Code, and any other housing stan?
dards and ordinances adopted by the City Council. 

Rental Housing Unit: Any dwelling, dwelling unit, or part thereof, including but not 
")@)%#,*%'=*+(4*-)(A"#?0+@)"4*1'7-)(A*7()%=*,7/"#D=*%&)/"#D=*B7+,&7/"#D=*@7"%)0+@)"4*7()%=*
apartment, condominium, rooming house, or boarding house. 

Tenant: A person occupying a rental housing unit pursuant to a written or oral agree?
ment.  

Sec 26-523. – Applicability. 

61#*&#A)-%&+%)'(*0##-*+(,*)(-/#$%)'(*/&'2)-)'(-*+(,*'0*%1)-*+&%)$"#*-1+""*+//"4*%'*+""*
rental housing units except:  

(1) Rental Housing Units that a government entity or housing authority owns, oper?
ates or manages; and  

(2) Institutional dormitories or rental housing units that receive funding or subsidies 
from federal, state, or local government, only if the units are subject to federal, state, 
or local inspections.  

Sec 26-524. – Registration Requirement.

(a) Owners or their authorized agents shall register all rental housing units with the 
Department of Planning and Development according to the following schedule: 

     (1) Owners or their authorized agents with more than one hundred (100) 
&#(%+"*7()%-*-1+""*&#A)-%#&*+""*&#(%+"*1'7-)(A*7()%-*3)%1*%1#*<#/+&%@#(%*'0*:"+(()(A*+(,*
Development by March 30, 2023; 

     (2) Owners or their authorized agents with between fifty (50) and ninety-nine 
(99) rental units shall register all rental housing units with the Department of Planning 
and Development by June 30, 2023; 

    (3) Owners or their authorized agents with less than fifty (50) rental units 
-1+""*&#A)-%#&*+""*&#(%+"*1'7-)(A*7()%-*3)%1*%1#*<#/+&%@#(%*'0*:"+(()(A*+(,*<#2#"'/?
ment by August 30, 2023; 

(b) After the applicable registration deadline in Section 26-524(a), no owner shall 
permit occupancy of a rental housing unit by a tenant without first registering the 
rental unit.  An owner is authorized to permit occupancy of a rental housing unit that 
is timely registered until the Department makes a final decision on whether to issue 

a Certificate of Compliance.  

Sec 26-525. – Inspection Requirements. 

No later than sixty (60) days after receiving a completed application and fee, the 
Department shall notify the owner(s) of an inspection date and time.  

Inspection of rental housing units shall be conducted as follows: 

1-4 units – 100% of units inspected;  

5-29 units – at least 20% of units inspected; 

30-49 units – at least 15% of units inspected; 

50 or more units – at least 10% of units inspected. 

If the rental housing unit fails the initial inspection, the Department shall notify the 
owner in writing of the deficiencies within ten (10) business days of the inspection. 
The owner shall be given forty-five (45) days from the date of the notice to schedule 
a second inspection. If an inspection has not been scheduled within that time, the 
&#(%+"*1'7-)(A*7()%*-1+""*.#*")-%#,*+-*.#)(A*'7%?'0?$'@/")+($#*+(,*-1+""*&#@+)(*'7%?
of-compliance until a satisfactory inspection is received. 

Any owner denied a Certificate of Compliance after a fourth unsatisfactory inspection 
@+4*+//#+"*%1#*,#%#&@)(+%)'(*)(*3&)%)(A*%'*%1#*<)&#$%'&*'0*%1#*:"+(()(A*<#/+&%@#(%*
within 30 days of the failed inspection. The Director will have the authority to conduct 
an inspection to determine if the units passes or fails the inspection.  

If the owner, local agent, or tenant of any rental housing unit refuses entry upon 
request of City officials to carry out inspections under this article, the City shall apply 
to the appropriate judicial officer for a warrant based on constitutional standards in 
effect at the time of the application.  No City official shall enter a rental housing unit 
%'*$+&&4*'7%*+(*)(-/#$%)'(*7(,#&*%1)-*+&%)$"#*3)%1'7%*$'(-#(%=*"+307"*3+&&+(%=*'&*'%1#&*
legal authority. 

Sec. 26-526. Certificate of Compliance, Renewal and Change of Ownership.  

(a) The Certificate of Compliance shall expire one (1) year from the date of issuance 
by the Department, or renewal thereof.  Owners must apply to renew a Certificate 
of Compliance and pay the renewal fee at least thirty (30) days before an active 
Certificate of Compliance expires.   

(b) Any person or entity who acquires ownership of a rental housing unit with an 
+$%)2#*&#A)-%&+%)'(*-1+""*7/,+%#*%1#*&#A)-%&+%)'(*)(0'&@+%)'(*'&*&#A)-%#&*%1#*7()%*3)%1)(*
ninety (90) days of acquiring the unit.   

(c)  When a tenant has been lawfully evicted, the owner shall properly dispose of or 
otherwise remove any personal property or trash left on the curb within five (5) days 
after a warrant for removal has been executed. Personal property or trash shall be 
disposed of in a legal landfill or moved to storage, and the owner must be able to 
provide proof of said action.  

Sec. 26-527. – Fees. 

Rental Registration Fee (1st inspection is included)    
$50.00 – per unit 

Re-inspection Fee                         
$100.00 – per unit  

Annual Renewal Registration Fee      
$50.00 – per unit 

Sec. 26-528. Enforcement and penalties 

E+)"7&#*%'*&#A)-%#&*&#(%+"*7()%*.4*,#+,")(#** * * * *
$500.00 - per unit 

Unauthorized Occupancy without Certificate of Compliance  
$150.00 - per unit 

Failure to remove evicted tenant’s property as required under Sec. 26-526(c) $500.00 

Sec. 26-529. Severability 

If any section, subsection or clause of this article shall be deemed to be unconsti?
%7%)'(+"*'&*'%1#&3)-#*)(2+"),=*%1#*2+"),)%4*'0*%1#*&#@+)()(A*-#$%)'(-=*-7.-#$%)'(-=*+(,*
clauses shall not be affected.  

Council Member Banks moved adoption; Council Member Grizzell seconded. 

Yeas – Banks, Grizzell, Hartley, Lee and Lindsay. 
Nays – Foote and Stokes. 
Absent – None.    

ATTEST: 
Angela Harris 
Municipal Clerk 

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualified Municipal Clerk and lawful custodian 
of records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is 
a true and exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its Regular Council 
Meeting December 20, 2022 and recorded in Minute Book “6W, Pgs. 470-478”. 

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 23rd day of January, 2023. 

SEAL                                           Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk 

1/26/2023
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No Labels, a nonprofi t think tank that 
describes itself as a national movement 
of Democrats, Republicans and Inde-
pendents working to solve the country’s 
most complex problems, has named Dr. 
Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. its national co-
chair.

The formal announcement occurred 
during a Zoom news conference Janu-
ary 22.

It included welcome messages from 
Sens. Susan Collins (R-Maine), Joe 
Manchin (D-West Virginia) and former 
Maryland Republican Gov. Larry Ho-
gan, among others.

Recording star Deborah Cox opened 
the introductory news conference by 
performing a spirited song about No La-
bels, who created the bipartisan House 
Problem Solvers Caucus and an allied 
Senate group that led passage of some of 
the most important legislation of recent 
years, including the CHIPS Act, a gun 
safety bill, and a rewrite of the Electoral 
Count Act in 2022.

Voiceovers were woven in of former 
U.S. presidents from John F. Kennedy to 
Ronald Reagan and Barack Obama.

The organization then played a tribute 
video that included Dr. Chavis’ family 
and his legendary career as a civil rights 
leader.

“As the new co-chair of No Labels, 

I’m proud to continue to be the presi-
dent and CEO of the National News-
paper Publishers Association on the 
196th anniversary of the Black Press of 
America,” Dr. Chavis stated. “Working 
with former Sen. Joseph Lieberman and 
former Gov. Larry Hogan as co-chairs, 
I believe this will lift up the Black Press 
of America and elevate its visibility in 
the American mainstream politics, busi-
ness, economics and public policy that 

will affect the quality of life in the com-
munities in which we serve.”

Dr. Chavis continued.
“As a veteran of the civil rights move-

ment, during the last six decades, I’ve 
learned a few things about the impor-
tance of people working together across 
lines of race, ethnicity, language, ge-
ography and the things that divide us. I 
want to work on things that unite us as 
Americans. I believe No Labels offers 

that opportunity but also that responsi-
bility to move forward.”

Lieberman, a former U.S. Senator 
from Connecticut, who changed parties 
in 2006 and is now an Independent, said 
No Labels is fortunate to have Dr. Cha-
vis on board.

“Based on his history as a civil rights 
leader and the kind of person he is, I’m 
thrilled. Dr. Chavis has always been a 
bridge-builder and will bring civility, 
which is sorely needed in our govern-
ment and our country,” Lieberman as-
serted.

Hogan, who served two terms as 
Maryland governor, also congratulated 
Dr. Chavis.

“I’m thrilled to congratulate Dr. Cha-
vis and welcome him to No Labels. I 
know Dr. Chavis will be a great addition 
to the leadership team of No Labels,” 
Hogan stated. “He shares our com-
mitment to bringing people together 
to achieve common sense solutions for 
all Americans. Having worked with 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Dr. Chavis 
knows what it means to fi ght for free-
dom and respect for all Americans, and 
that’s exactly what No Labels stand for,” 
Hogan concluded.

Manchin, the conservative-leaning 
Democrat, said he got involved with No 
Labels more than 12 years ago because 
the organization works to unite Amer-
ica. “We’re still working to unite this 

country,” Manchin declared.
“What we’ve done in the last two 

years in a bipartisan way because of No 
Labels has been [major].

“So I’m thrilled to have the experience 
of Dr. Chavis and the wealth of knowl-
edge he’s gained over the years that he’ll 
share with us to help make us a more 
perfect union.”

In welcoming Dr. Chavis, Collins, 
Maine’s longest-serving Senator, lent 
her voice.

“As a highly respected civil rights 
leader, his service alongside Sen. Lieber-
man and Gov. Hogan will help move our 
organization and nation forward,” Col-
lins insisted. “Dr. Chavis has dedicated 
his life to championing equality and 
encouraging our nation to live up to its 
ideals. He believes in American unity, 
democracy and opportunity for all.”

Dr. Chavis said his life’s work had 
taught him that if everyone works to-
gether, divisions can be overcome. “And 
when we overcome divisions, we make 
progress,” he insisted.

“I believe we need to restore biparti-
sanship in the American Congress. We 
need to restore bipartisanship at the state 
legislative level.

“We need to restore bipartisanship at 
the local and municipal level. Americans 
today are worn out with all the divisions 
and looking for a way forward. No La-
bels offer that way forward.”

A lawyer for the family of a 
black man who died at a hos-
pital three days after a con-
frontation with police during 
a traffi c stop said Monday that 
video of the encounter shows 
it was “violent’’ and “trouble-
some on every level.’’

Attorney Ben Crump said 
during a news conference that 
the footage of Tyre Nichols’ 
Jan. 7 arrest is appalling. “It is 
deplorable. It is heinous.’’

Crump, who viewed the 
footage hours earlier along 
with Nichols’ family and their 
other lawyers, said it reminded 
them of the infamous video of 
the Los Angeles police beating 
of Rodney King.

“Regrettably, it reminded us 
of Rodney king video. ... And 
unlike Rodney King, Tyre 
didn’t survive,’’ he said.

Another of the family’s at-
torneys, Antonio Romanucci, 
said the beating of Nichols 
lasted three minutes.

“He was a human pinata 
for those police offi cers,’’ Ro-
manucci said.

Crump said the authorities 
won’t release the video to the 
public for a week or two, but 
that it will be released.

Shelby County District At-
torney Steve Mulroy issued a 
statement Monday saying in-
vestigators don’t want the re-
lease of the video to the public 
yet because they don’t want to 
risk compromising the investi-
gation.

Nichols, a 29-year-old fa-
ther, FedEx worker and avid 
skateboarder, died Jan. 10 at a 
hospital, authorities said.

Memphis Police Depart-
ment Director Cerelyn “CJ’’ 
Davis announced Friday that 
fi ve offi cers involved in the ar-
rest were fi red after the police 
probe determined that they 
used excessive force or failed 
to intervene and render aid.

Nichols’ family, protest-
ers and activists have called 
for the video’s release and for 
the offi cers to be charged with 
murder.

The offi cers have been 

identifi ed as Tadarrius Bean, 
Demetrius Haley, Emmitt 
Martin III, Desmond Mills, Jr. 
and Justin Smith. All fi ve are 
black.

Relatives have accused po-
lice of beating Nichols and 
causing him to have a heart 
attack. Authorities have only 
said that Nichols experienced 
a medical emergency. The 
U.S. Justice Department has 
opened a civil rights investi-
gation into the arrest, and the 
Tennessee Bureau of Investi-
gation is looking into whether 
excessive force was used.

City and community leaders 
have expressed concern about 
the possibility of civil unrest 
following the video’s release.

Nichols’ stepfather, Rodney 
Wells, said Monday that the 
family hopes that any protests 
remain peaceful.

State Rep. Antonio Parkin-
son, a Memphis Democrat, 
said Sunday that the predomi-
nantly black city has been on 
edge since the arrest, which 
he called “horrifi c and sense-
less.’’

“The release of the tape 
may certainly aggravate the 
feelings of hurt, sorrow and 
embarrassment that we are 
all feeling,’’ Parkinson said. 
“However, the need for trans-
parency is vitally important 
in all cases of police involved 
deaths.’’

Van Turner, president of 
the Memphis chapter of the 
NAACP, also acknowledged 
that Memphis appears tense 
as it waits for the video. But he 
praised the city and the police 
department for taking “quick 
action’’ in fi ring the offi cers.

“We will continue to moni-
tor and support a fair and just 
resolution to this matter,’’ 
Turner said. “We join the call 
for peaceful protests as we all 
work towards making sure 
that proper measures are put 
in place to prevent this type of 
incident from occurring in the 
future.’’

Turner also said that the 
potential for unrest could be 
higher if the offi cers who were 
involved were white.

“If the video is signifi cantly 
more egregious than what we 
have seen, then the unrest 
could still be there,’’ Turner 
said.

Nichols was arrested after 
offi cers stopped him for reck-
less driving, police said. In a 
news release the day after his 
arrest, the police department 
said that as offi cers approached 
the vehicle, ‘a confrontation 
occurred’ and he ran. It said 
offi cers caught up to him and 
that ‘another confrontation oc-
curred’ while they were taking 
him into custody. Police said 
he complained of shortness of 
breath and was hospitalized.

Offi cials said a cause of 
death has not been deter-
mined.

Relatives have said the of-
fi cers who pulled over Nichols 
were in an unmarked vehicle 
and that he experienced car-
diac arrest and kidney failure 
from the offi cers beating him.

Crump and Romanucci is-
sued a statement Friday saying 
they support the department’s 
decision to fi re the offi cers.

“This is the fi rst step to-
wards achieving justice for 
Tyre and his family. They 
must also be held accountable 
for robbing this man of his life 
and his son of a father,’’ they 
said.

The attorneys said they 
“will continue to demand 
transparency and accountabil-
ity’’ and plan to review video 
footage to seek additional clar-
ity about the circumstances 
that led to Nichols’ death.

The Nichols case is the lat-
est high-profi le death case to 
rattle the city. Since November 
2021, Memphis has seen the 
fatal shooting of rapper Young 
Dolph in a daytime ambush at 
a bakery; a crime rampage in 
which a man has been charged 
with fatally shooting three 
people and wounding three 
others; the killing of a United 
Methodist Church pastor dur-
ing a carjacking in her drive-
way; and the early-morning 
kidnapping of a jogger whose 
body was later found near a 
house.

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis reit-
erated Monday the state’s rejection 
of a proposed nationwide advanced 
African American studies course, 
saying it pushes a political agenda 
– something three authors cited in 
the state’s criticism accused him of 
doing in return.

DeSantis said his administra-
tion rejected the College Board’s 
Advanced Placement African 
American Studies course because 
“we want education, not indoctri-
nation.’’ It was revealed last week 
that the Florida Department of 
Education recently told the College 
Board it would bar the course un-
less changes are made.

The state then issued a chart late 
Friday that says the course pro-
motes the idea that modern Ameri-
can society oppresses black people, 
other minorities and women, in-
cludes a chapter on “Black Queer 
Studies’’ that the administration 
fi nds inappropriate, and uses ar-
ticles by critics of capitalism.

The governor said the course 
violates legislation dubbed the Stop 
WOKE Act he signed last year. It 
bars instruction that defi nes people 
as necessarily oppressed or privi-
leged based on their race. At least 
some writers the course cites be-
lieve modern U.S. society endorses 
white supremacy while oppressing 
racial minorities, gays and women.

“This course on Black History, 
what’s one of the lessons about? 
Queer theory. Now who would say 
that an important part of Black His-
tory is queer theory? That is some-
body pushing an agenda,’’ said 
DeSantis, a possible Republican 
presidential candidate in 2024.

Florida House Democratic 
Leader Fentrice Driskell called 
the administration’s rejection of 
the course “cowardly’’ and said it 
“sends a clear message that Black 
Americans’ history does not count 
in Florida.’’

“Imagine how boring and closed 
minded we’d all be if we only met 
ideas that we agreed with,’’ she 
said Monday.

The College Board, after a de-
cade of development, is testing the 
African American Studies course 
at 60 high schools nationwide. No 

school or state would be required to 
offer it after its scheduled rollout.

The organization offers AP 
courses across the academic spec-
trum, including math, science, so-
cial studies, foreign languages and 
fi ne arts. Taught at a college level, 
students who score high enough 
on the course’s fi nal exam usually 
earn course credit at their univer-
sity.

The College Board hasn’t re-
sponded to emails and calls since 
Friday. It issued a statement last 
week saying it encourages feed-
back and will consider changes.

The state, in its Friday chart, 
criticized fi ve living authors. The 
Associated Press emailed them and 
three responded.

• The section on “Black Queer 
Studies’’ includes readings by Rod-
erick Ferguson, a Yale University 
professor of women’s, gender and 
sexuality studies. The state says 
he “exclaims, ‘We have to encour-
age and develop practices whereby 
queerness isn’t a surrender to the 
status quo of race, class, gender 
and sexuality.’’’

Ferguson said that quote comes 
from an interview he did about his 
book, “One-Dimensional Queer.’’ 
The book, he said, is a discussion of 
“employment discrimination, laws 
against LGBTQ+ people, the sup-
pression of progressive movements 
in the U.S., police violence against 
minority communities, restrictions 
on immigration (and) anti-black 
racism.’’

“These are real histories. The 
arguments about them are based 
on scholarly investigation and re-
search – as are the arguments from 
the other scholars on this list,’’ Fer-
guson said. “Unfortunately, we are 
in a moment in which right-wing 
forces are mobilizing to suppress 
the free discussion of those reali-
ties. If we need an example of that 
mobilization, we could probably 
just turn to the forces that came to-
gether to reject this course.’’

• The state calls out the course 
for including “Black Study, Black 
Struggle,’’ a 2016 piece by UCLA 
history professor Robin D.G. Kel-
ley, saying he “argues that activ-
ism, rather than the university 
system, is the catalyst for social 
transformation.’’ Kelley called that 
description oversimplifi ed.

His piece challenges student 
activists to move their efforts be-
yond campus and decries racism, 
inequality, capitalism, militarism 
and police brutality. But he also 
said activists must love everyone, 
“even those who may once have 
been our oppressors,’’ and read and 
understand Western literature if 
they are to criticize it.

He said one point is “that we 
should not pay so much emphasis 
on trauma and victimization, but 
instead understand how we have 
fought for justice not just for black 
people but for the whole nation (yes 
including struggling white people), 
despite the violence and oppression 
we have experienced.’’

The state also points out Kelley 
wrote the 1990 book “Hammer and 
Hoe,’’ a history of communism in 
Alabama during the Great Depres-
sion of the 1930s.

“It won several awards and acco-
lades, including from a few conser-
vative anti-Communist historians, 
because it is based on thorough 
research – something DeSantis’s 
people are not familiar with,’’ Kel-
ley said.

• The state criticized the inclu-
sion of a section about “Move-
ment for Black Lives,’’ a coalition 
of more than 50 groups including 
Black Lives Matter and the Nation-
al Conference of Black Lawyers. 
It says the group wants to abolish 
prisons and that it alleges there is a 
“war’’ against gay and transsexual 
black people.

The state criticizes the section’s 
inclusion of a reading by Leslie 
Kay Jones, an assistant sociology 
professor at Rutgers University. It 
cites her quote, “Black people pro-
duce an unquantifi able amount of 
content for the same social media 
corporations that reproduce the 
white supremacist superstructure 
that suppresses us.’’

Jones said she found no indica-
tion that the Movement for Black 
Lives has ever advocated for prison 
abolition. She is surprised DeSan-
tis’ staff attacked her for criticizing 
social media companies, as he does 
the same.

She said this is why students 
should have the ability “to come to 
their own conclusions through an 
evaluation of primary and second-
ary texts.”
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The Delta Sigma Theta Sorority in Central Office 
at Hinds County School District celebrated their 
Founders Day established on January 13, 1913.
Congratulations to our Deltas! Pictured are: Shikeitha 
Robinson, Dr. Kyseta Warner, Quentella Johnson, 
Regenia Sulton, Dr. Delesicia Martin (Superintendent), 
Sandra Kyles and Dr. Cynthia Wallace.

Davis is a 2021 graduate of Tougaloo College. She 
completed her student teaching a Utica Elementary 
Middle School before taking the 5th grade ELA 
position in Utica. She is currently in grad school at 
Belhaven University. She lives in Terry, MS with her 
3-year-old daughter, Raela.
Congratulations Raydreonia Daivs!
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