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Well, here we are, closing out 
another year – refl ecting on all the 
things that this year has brought, 
and no doubt considering what 
we would like to see come to pass 
in the brand-new year. For the 
fortunate among us, we can see 
the changes and growth that has 
accompanied us throughout the 
year. For those less fortunate – it’s 
not about change and growth, its 
simply about survival. 

The United States is the wealth-
iest country on earth, and Missis-
sippi is the poorest state in the 
country. Twenty percent of our 
residents live in poverty – over 
51% higher than the U.S. aver-
age, per the welfareinfo.org web-
site. This is the norm here, the 
poorest state inside the wealthiest 
country. 

It’s been said over and over 
that everything about Mississippi 
is about race. Per capita, over 
34% of the poor in Mississippi 

are black, and 13% of the poor 
are white. Mississippi has more 
black residents than any state 
in the country – over 38%, per 
capita. Hidden in this number are 
various subsets. Thankfully, more 
attention is now being given to 

a key subset of overall poverty 
levels – child poverty. Even typ-
ing those two words are upsetting 
but seeing the following numbers 
are far worse. The Economic 
Research Service of the US De-
partment of Agriculture indicated 

that in 2019, 72% of Claiborne 
County children lived in poverty. 
In 2021, 27.7% of those under 18 
years of age in Mississippi live in 
poverty. For those children ages 

Contemplating a New Year
in Mississippi

Classic image depicting Christ in a bread line, via Pinterest

The federal government 
will put $600 million toward 
repairing the troubled water 
system in Mississippi’s capi-
tal city – a project that the 
mayor has said could cost bil-
lions of dollars.

Funding for Jackson wa-
ter is included in a $1.7 tril-
lion federal spending bill that 
passed the Senate Thursday 
and the House Friday. Presi-
dent Joe Biden is expected to 
sign it into law.

“As families begin to 
gather for the holiday sea-
son, today’s action providing 
emergency funding to ad-
dress the fundamental need of 
safe drinking water for every 
household in Jackson should 
be celebrated as a promise of 
equitable infrastructure ser-
vices for all families every-
where,’’ NAACP President 
Derrick Johnson, who lives in 
Jackson, said in a statement 
Friday.

Jackson is a majority-black 
city of nearly 150,000, with 
about 25% of residents living 
in poverty.

The city has had water 
woes for years, and its sys-
tem nearly collapsed in late 
August after heavy rainfall 
fl ooded the Pearl River and 
exacerbated problems at the 
main water treatment plant. 
Most of Jackson lost running 
water for several days, and 
people had to wait in lines for 
water to drink, cook, bathe 
and fl ush toilets.

Since late July, people in 
the city had been advised to 
boil water before consuming 
it because health offi cials had 
found cloudy water that could 
cause illness. That advisory 
remained in place until mid-
September.

In a federal complaint Sept. 
27, the NAACP said Mis-
sissippi offi cials “all but as-

sured’’ a drinking water ca-
lamity by depriving Jackson 
of badly needed funds to up-
grade its infrastructure.

The EPA announced Oct. 
20 that it was investigat-
ing whether Mississippi 
state agencies discriminated 
against the state’s majority-
black capital city by refus-
ing to fund improvements to 
the water system. EPA Ad-
ministrator Michael Regan 
has been to Jackson multiple 
times for meetings about the 
water.

In early November, state 
offi cials announced that 
Jackson would receive $35.6 
million for water system im-
provements – money that 
came from the federal gov-
ernment through the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act. The 
city was required to make a 
dollar-for-dollar match from 
its share of the rescue plan 
funding, bringing that total to 
more than $71 million.

In late November, the U.S. 
Justice Department made a 
rare intervention by fi ling a 
proposal to appoint a third-
party manager for the Jackson 
system. That was meant to be 
an interim step while the fed-
eral government, the city and 
the Mississippi State Depart-
ment of Health try to negoti-
ate a court-enforced consent 
decree, the department said. 
The goal is to achieve long-
term sustainability of the sys-
tem and the city’s compliance 
with the Safe Drinking Water 
Act and other laws.

A federal judge approved 
the intervention, and Ted 
Henifi n, an experienced water 
system manager from Virgin-
ia, was appointed manager. 
He has the backing of Jack-
son Mayor Chokwe Antar 
Lumumba.

Henefi n is overseeing work 
that includes a winterization 

The Black Press of America 
entered its 195th year in 2022, 
highly engaged in the continued 
fi ght for freedom, justice, equity 
and equality.

Just one year after the Jan. 6 
insurrection not only threatened 
America’s democracy but free-
dom for people of color, the 
United States and the hundreds 
of millions of news consum-
ers demonstrated a need for the 
Black Press like never before.

Fake News and the growing 
number of overt racists who dis-
pensed misinformation and false 
reports had taken over social me-
dia and mainstream headlines.

But like in 2020, when the 
Black Press was the fi rst to re-
veal that the coronavirus was air-
borne, the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association (NNPA) 
issued facts on which African 
Americans and others could be 
certain.

The NNPA is the trade associ-
ation representing the more than 
230 African-American-owned 

newspapers and media com-
panies that comprise the Black 
Press of America.

Reeling from the deaths of 
American icon Sidney Poitier, 
Civil Rights leader and legal 
scholar Lani Guinier, Helen 
Chavis Othow, the beloved sister 
of NNPA President and C.E.O. 
Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr., and 
many others, the Black Press 

challenged Congress.
Many urged lawmakers to 

eliminate the racist fi libuster that 
suppressed needed laws like the 
George Floyd Justice in Policing 
Act and the John Lewis Voting 
Rights Advancement Act.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer (D-New York) re-
sponded, calling for a vote to 
change the fi libuster on Martin 

Luther King Jr. Day. The vote 
failed, but America heard the 
clarion call from the Black Press.

When the Black Press noted 
President Joe Biden’s declining 
approval ratings among African 
Americans, the commander-
in-chief responded on several 
fronts.

A look back
on 2022 and how black 
excellence still prevails
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system in Mississippi
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Women for Progress of Mississippi, Inc. celebrates 
44 years of Kwanzaa in the Capital City of Jackson
Women f or Progress of  M issis-

sippi, Inc. paid homage to Kwan-
zaa in the C raig H. N ielsen Au-
ditorium of  the T wo M ississippi 
M useums at 6  p.m., M onday, 
December 26 , 2022. C o-hosts 
–  Angela Stewart and C . Liegh 
M cInnis –  were ecstatic through-
out the f ree and open ev ent to the 
public in adherence to the theme, 
R estorers of  Streets to Liv e in:  
C elebrating Family, C ommunity 
and C ulture. T hey reminded the 
packed audience of  the rallying 
cries of  v isionaries f or blacks to 
be in control of  their destiny. 

In 19 7 8 , Women f or Progress 
( co-f ounded by the late v isionary, 
Dorothy Stewart Samuel)  held 
ac son s fi rst o fi cial wan aa 

celebration. In her rationale f or 
Kwanzaa, Samuel indicated, “ It 
is important f or Af rican Ameri-
cans to celebrate their heritage 
because slav ery and segregation 
destroyed much of  it. We were 
not taught to look at ourselv es 
as Af rican kings and q ueens. We 
were giv en negativ e pictures of  
ourselv es, and Kwanzaa teaches 
us that we hav e to see ourselv es 

as noble, proud and wonderf ul 
indiv iduals, and we can see the 
positiv e, and we know that we 
are gif ted, and we encompass a 
whole dif f erent gif t and positiv e 
approach.”

As part of  the Kwanzaa cel-
ebration, Stewart and M cInnis 
recalled the in  uential role exem
plifi ed by argaret al er poet, 
nov elist and f ounder f or the Insti-
tute of  the Study of  the History, 
Lif e, and C ulture of  Black People 
[ now T he M argaret Walker C en-
ter]  at Jackson State U niv ersity) . 
T hey set the tone f or acknowl-

edgement of  poets ( past and pres-
ent)  brought f orth by Walker who 
impacted the univ ersity and com-
munity. T hus, the night’ s honor-
ees, who were accompanied by 
members of  Women f or Progress, 
lit red, black and green candles 
in recognition of  the sev en prin-
ciples of  Af rican heritage ( N guzo 
Saba) .

U moj a ( U nity)  was represented 
by Jarv is Dortch ( honoree)  and 
V era Hall ( WFP)  in def erence to 
poet M argaret Walker. Kuj icha-
gulia ( Self -Determination)  was 
represented by R hea Williams 

Bishop ( honoree)  and Brenda 
M yers ( WFP)  in def erence to 
poet Audre Lorde. U j ima ( C ol-
lectiv e Work and R esponsibil-
ity)  was represented by Lataisha 
Jackson ( honoree)  and Waikinya 
C lanton ( WFP)  in def erence to 
poet Sonia Sanchez.

U j amaa ( C ooperativ e Eco-
nomics)  was represented by Al-
bert Sykes ( honoree)  and R atoya 
Gilmer ( WFP)  in def erence to 
poet June Jordan. N ia ( Purpose)  
was represented by Shuwaski 
Y oung ( honoree)  and Z akiya 
Summers ( WFP)  in def erence to 

poet Alice Walker. Kuumba ( C re-
ativ ity)  was represented by C arla 
Kirkland ( honoree)  and C hristeen 
M of f ett ( WFP)  in def erence to 
poet M ari Ev ans. Imani ( Faith)  
was represented by Hinds C ounty 
C hief  Latasha Holmes ( honoree)  
and T hea Faulkner ( WFP)  in def -
erence to poet N ikki Giov anni Jr.

During the libation ceremony 
Jackson’ s First Family, M ayor 
C hokwe Antar Lumumba ( Eb-
ony)  and daughters, ev oked the 
spirits of  ancestry, thereby rec-
ognizing the legacy of  Af rican 
heritage. T he mayor called f or 

indiv idual and collectiv e soul 
searching f or the betterment of  
f amily, community and culture. 

Woman of  the Y ear 2021-
2022, Juanita Stewart Brown 
( v ice president of  WFP Public 

elations  executive producer, 
WFP R adio N etwork)  crowned 
Y olanda M cElroy ( owner of  
Our People –  R onald M cDonald 
House C harities)  Woman of  the 
Y ear 2023 -2024.

Persons who gav e the af f air 
high marks included R eginald 

Co-hosts Angela Stewart & C. 
Leigh Mcinnis enlighten the 
audience of the ancestors’ 
struggles and strides for a bet-
ter humanity.

Honoree Carla Kirkland 
listens to Christeen Mof-
fett who compares her to 
Poet Mari Evans.

Honoree Albert Sykes 
lights candle in defer-
ence to poet June Jordan 
as Ratoya Gilmer of WFP 
accompanies him.

Honoree Lataisha Jack-
son represents Ujima in 
deference to Poet Sonia 
Sanchez as Waikinya 
Clanton of WFP speaks 
of her accomplishments.
PHOTOS BY JANICE N. VINCENT

Honoree Latashia 
Holmes listens as Thea 
Faulkner addresses audi-
ence.

Honoree Rhea Williams 
Bishop represents Ku-
jichagulia in deference 
to Poet Audre Lorde as 
explained by Brenda My-
ers of WFP.

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
C o nt rib u t ing  W rit er

Kwanzaa
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First, the Biden-Harris administration took 
a historical approach to advancing racial eq-
uity, including directing every agency across 
the federal government to address the lasting 
impacts of systemic racism on black commu-
nities.

Maya Angelou became the first black wom-
an on the U.S. quarter, and Ketanji Brown 
Jackson became the first black woman ap-
pointed and confirmed to the U.S. Supreme 
Court. With the help of federal authorities, 
the killers of Ahmaud Arbery received life in 
prison.

Black Press U.S.A. ran the headline, “Will 
Commission Conclude that Trump was Neg-
ligent in Jan. 6 Insurrection?”

In December, the Jan. 6 Commission re-
ferred criminal charges to the Department of 
Justice, emphatically stating that the former 
president should face a judge and jury for in-
citing the insurrection.

Having already spearheaded a lawsuit 
against prison officials in Mississippi over 
conditions there, hip-hop superstar Jay-Z and 
his team publicly demanded that authorities 
investigate racism and corruption in the Kan-
sas City Police Department.

In February, the nation’s historically Black 
Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) began 
facing bomb threats, while Howard Univer-
sity’s Lacrosse team met racial slurs during a 
game in South Carolina.

As critical race theory proved all the rage, 
D.C. Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton called 
on Congress for $30 million to combat im-
plicit bias in schools.

In a year of black achievement, Snoop 
Dogg purchased Death Row Records, the la-
bel that made him, Dr. Dre and many others 
famous.

The three officers involved in the murder 
of George Floyd finally received the justice 
many had sought, each pleading guilty for 
their role in killing the black Minneapolis 
man.

As Russia invaded Ukraine, the Black 
Press reminded the world why black lives 
should matter in Ukraine. Russia responded 
to America’s assistance to Ukraine by taking 
WNBA star Brittney Griner hostage, charging 
her with possessing a small amount of canna-
bis oil. A Russian court found her guilty, and 
the basketball player received a more than 
9-year sentence. However, in a December 
prisoner swap, Griner finally returned home 
in exchange for notorious Russian arms deal-
er Viktor Bout.

The P.G.A. Tour reiterated its commitment 
to the Black Press and continued offering 
scholarships and grants to HBCUs and other 
initiatives to people of color.

Meanwhile, an emotional Tiger Woods 
opened up for the first time. During his induc-
tion into the Pro Golf Hall of Fame, Woods 
spoke candidly about the racism and discrimi-
nation he faced as a child.

As African-American homeowners contin-
ued to face bias in real estate, Vice President 
Kamala Harris released a plan to stop apprais-
ers from putting an unfair low value on the 
homes of black people.

Congress also passed the Crown Act, which 
ends discrimination against natural black 
hairstyles.

In Entertainment, despite the controver-
sial Will Smith slap of Chris Rock, Florida 
A&M graduate Will Packer led an all-black 
production team for the 94th annual Academy 
Awards.

Deion Sanders, who survived life-saving 
surgery that resulted in the amputation of two 
toes, led Jackson State University’s football 
team to another successful season. Sanders 
then signed a multi-million-dollar contract to 
lead Colorado State in 2023.

The Black Press made news with outstand-
ing accomplishments within its ranks.

William Garth, Sr., a philanthropist, com-
munity leader, activist, political influencer, 
and freedom fighter, earned posthumous en-
shrinement into the Black Press Archives and 
Gallery of Distinguished Black Publishers at 
Howard University’s historic Moorland-Spin-
garn Research Center.

The guiding force behind the Chicago Citi-
zen Newspaper Group, Garth joined a host 
of others enshrined, including Lenora “Doll” 
Carter, Marcus Garvey, Frances Murphy, Dr. 
Mary Ellen Strong, Charles Tisdale and M. 
Paul Redd.

Dr. Toni Draper, the publisher of the AFRO, 
earned NNPA Publisher of the Year honors, 
and won selection as one of “25 over 50” by 
Editor & Publisher Magazine.

Texas Metro News Publisher and IMessen-

ger Media boss, Cheryl Smith, also earned the 
same distinction. Additionally, Smith earned 
induction into the National Association of 
Black Journalists Hall of Fame. She was 
also named Distinguished Alumni by Florida 
A&M University School of Journalism and 
Graphic Communications.

Additionally, Houston Forward Times As-
sociate Editor Jeffrey L. Boney, who serves 
as Mayor Pro Tem in Missouri City, has re-
ceived appointments to two crucial national 
posts. The award-winning journalist, author, 
and two-term councilmember earned an ap-
pointment to the National League of Cities 
(N.L.C.) 2022 Community and Economic 
Development Federal Advocacy Commit-
tee (C.E.D.) and the 2022 Race, Equity, And 
Leadership Council – or REAL.

Dr. Chavis continued to bring the Black 
Press and NNPA to a global audience with his 
PBS TV and PBS World show, The Chavis 
Chronicles.

Meanwhile, the NNPA’s live morning 
show, Let It Be Known, continued to attract 
mainstream viewers and celebrity guests like 
Gabrielle Union, LisaRaye McCoy and Skip 
Marley. The show remains the NNPA’s pre-
miere public-facing entity and, on Dec. 31, 
airs its 500th episode.

With its vision, legacy, culture and story on 
full display, the AFRO celebrated its 130th 
anniversary in style Saturday night with a 
gala at Martins Crosswinds in Greenbelt, 
Maryland. Comedian and D.C.-area native 
Tommy Davidson served as the night’s host, 
while Temeka Moore and Absolute Music 
performed various hit songs. The sold-out 
crowd capped the evening with a dance party 
as famed D.J. Kid Capri worked his magic on 
the turntables.

During the signing of anti-lynching legisla-
tion, Vice President Harris sang the praises of 
the Black Press. “Ida B. Wells,” Harris stated 
midway through her speech, “The courageous 
nature of that incredible American who used 
her skill, her profession, her calling, as a jour-
nalist to help open the eyes of our nation to 
the terror of lynching which speaks to the role 
– going off-script – and the importance of the 
Black Press and making sure that we have 
storytellers in our community, who will tell 
the story when no one else is willing to tell it.”

The Black Press also called out how white 
people were more likely to ignore safety pre-
cautions like wearing masks and social dis-
tancing during the pandemic when they real-
ized the various and disproportionate ways 
COVID-19 affected African Americans. Psy-
chologists at the University of Georgia’s De-
partment of Social Science & Medicine made 
those conclusions following an in-depth study 
of racial disparities during the pandemic.

In releasing the 2022 State of Black Amer-
ica report, National Urban League President 
and C.E.O. Marc Morial said factions of state 
and federal lawmakers, working in concert 
with shady political operatives and violent 
extremists, are dangerously close to disman-
tling American democracy and establishing 
autocratic rule.

The report outlined “the conspiracy and the 
urgent case for a national mobilization to pro-
tect and defend our most sacred constitutional 
right,” Morial noted in the report titled “Un-
der Siege: The Plot to Destroy Democracy.”

Karine Jean-Pierre became the first black 
woman to hold the White House press sec-
retary job, while colleague Erica Loewe con-
tinued to open doors for black media at 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue.

White Supremacy again reared its racist 
head with the massacre at Tops Supermarket 
in Buffalo. An 18-year-old white male, Pay-
ton Gendron, killed ten people and injured 
three others Saturday, May 14, in a venue 
where blacks make up the most significant 
percentage of shoppers and count as the ma-
jority of those who died.

Once again, Americans grappled with the 
nation’s latest example of senseless and un-
provoked violence. This time, the dead in-
cluded grandmothers, fathers, sons and sisters 
whose only “crime” would be picking up es-
sential groceries for their families. The vic-
tims in the shooting included a former police 
officer and a beloved wife and grandmother 
who served as the primary caretaker for her 
husband, who lives in a nursing facility.

Federal and state governments, includ-
ing in California, failed to protect black art-
ists, culture-makers and media-makers from 
discrimination and simultaneously promoted 
discriminatory narratives, according to a re-
port done by a task force investigating repara-
tions for citizens in the Golden State.

State governments memorialized the Con-
federacy as just and heroic through monu-
ment building while suppressing the nation’s 
history of racism and slavery, said research-
ers for the California Task Force to Study and 
Develop Reparation Proposals for African 
Americans.

When the U.S. Supreme Court abolished 
Roe V. Wade, individuals like the Rev. Wil-
liam Barber held a “Moral March on Wash-
ington,” helping to push the Biden adminis-
tration and local governments into action to 
protect women.

In June, the NNPA wrapped its 2022 con-
vention in New Orleans with a cruise aboard 
the Creole Queen Riverboat along the Mis-
sissippi River. But the convention, which 
celebrated the 195th anniversary of the Black 
Press in America and featured a live concert 
by Stephanie Mills, wasn’t about smooth sail-
ing – especially given the issues facing Afri-
can Americans and other marginalized com-
munities.

Mark Thompson, the decorated journalist, 
and host of the podcast “Make It Plain,” mod-
erated the topic, “Amplifying Voices of Gen-
eration Z and Millennials Through the Black 
Press of America.”

Electrifying the audience were on-air per-
sonalities Jonita “Go J.J. Go” Buchanan, 
DaNeshia Bell, Joshua McMillian, Lafayette 
Barnes and Melony Mainor.

Erica Myles, the senior consultant and se-
nior vice president of Diverse Segments, Rep-
resentation, and Inclusion for Wells Fargo, 
discussed the topic, “Relationships and Re-
sources: Tools to Move Black-owned Small 
Businesses from Surviving to Thriving.”

A General Motors contingent spoke with 
NNPA President and C.E.O. Benjamin F. Cha-
vis Jr. about “The Path to Inclusion is Elec-
tric: How G.M. is Building an All-Inclusive 
Workforce to Build an All-Electric Future.”

Representatives from G.M. and Wells Far-
go also sat for a live interview on the NNPA’s 
national news program “Let It Be Known.”

“The Google News Initiative Lab: Growing 
Digital Advertising Revenue” panel featured 
publishers James Washington of the Dal-
las Weekly, Janis Ware of the Atlanta Voice, 
Google News Initiative employees Eric Rosa-
to and Casey Pallenik, and Association of Al-
ternative Newsmedia Manager Todd Stauffer.

Munson Steed, the Rolling Out National 
Publications publisher, presented the topic: 
RIDE (Rolling Out Innovation Digital Enter-
tainment) Lab for NNPA Publishers.

The year of Black Excellence continued de-
spite repeated attacks on blackness.

In 2021, Rihanna achieved billionaire sta-
tus. In 2022, Forbes acknowledged that the 
Barbadian beauty is now the youngest self-
made billionaire in America. The 34-year-
old, who recently gave birth to her first child, 
ranked 21st in the latest Forbes list of billion-
aires.

For the first time in its 246-year history, 
the Marines have a black four-star general. In 
addition, lt. Gen. Michael Langley was con-
firmed to lead all U.S. military forces in Af-
rica as chief of U.S. Africa Command.

Democrats elected New York Rep. Hakeem 
Jeffries as the party’s leader, making him the 
first black ever to head a major political party 
in Congress. The congressman, who once 
quoted the late Notorious B.I.G. during one of 
former President Donald Trump’s impeach-
ment hearings and has maintained a vow to 
oppose Republican extremism, takes the reins 
from longtime House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
(D-Calif.), who earlier this month stepped 
down from the party leadership role she held 
for nearly two decades.

For the second time in as many years, vot-
ers in Georgia have delivered a Senate runoff 
victory for Democrats.

Incumbent Raphael Warnock, who won a 
runoff in January 2021 against Republican 
Kelly Loeffler, defeated G.O.P. nominee Her-
schel Walker Tuesday in a close contest that 
saw both candidates earn nearly 2 million 
votes. Warnock’s victory underscored the ma-
jor disappointment experienced by the G.O.P. 
after pundits and Republicans anticipated a 
so-called red wave that never materialized.

Harvard University has announced Clau-
dine Gay as its new president. The dean of 
Harvard’s Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Gay, 
becomes the first African American to serve 
as the university’s leader and the second 
woman president in the institution’s illustri-
ous history. Founded in 1636, the university 
has graduated Barack Obama, John F. Ken-
nedy, W.E.B Du Bois and other famous indi-
viduals and leaders.
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project to make the water system less vulnerable and 
a plan to increase staffing at Jackson’s two treatment 
plants, which have had a shortage of skilled workers.

In a statement Friday, the EPA administrator said he is 
grateful to Congress for committing money to Jackson.

“The people of Jackson – like all people in this coun-
try – deserve access to clean, safe, and reliable water,’’ 
Regan said.

Johnson said the federal funding would not have 
been approved without advocacy from Jackson resi-
dents and leadership from the Biden administration and 
House Homeland Security Committee Chairman Ben-
nie Thompson, a Democrat whose district includes most 
of Jackson.

“While this funding is a significant step in the right 
direction, it represents only a down payment,’’ Johnson 
said. “NAACP and our partners will continue to fight 
to protect black and brown communities from environ-
mental racism in Jackson and around the country.’’

Davis of Ridgeland, Miss., Doretha Simmons of Madi-
son, Miss., and Hilliard Stephens of Jackson, Miss. “I 
almost didn’t make it tonight, but I am happy that I did. 
I learned many things about togetherness for our race,” 
said Reginald. “I loved the organizational structure of the 
program. The committee took time to link all the essen-
tials which made for a nice flow,” stated Doretha. “Excel-
lence in its finest is what I saw tonight. I can’t wait to see 
what another year will bring from Women for Progress,” 
gleaned Hilliard.

The event’s sponsors included Greater Jackson Arts 
Council; The May Law Firm, PLLC; Mississippi Depart-
ment of Archives and History/Two Mississippi Museums; 
I CARE Citizenship and Dependable Source Corp. Center 
for Community & Workforce Development.
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5 to 17 years, 26.5% live in poverty. For those children 
under age 5 years, 31.4% live in poverty in Mississippi, 
per welfareinfo.org.

And what response is there in our state? Is there a state-
level summit on child poverty, with an all-hands-on-deck 
approach to immediately address acute situations, and 
a solution-focused approach to deal with more chronic 
realities? No, there is not. How many of our elected of-
ficials do you hear screaming about the immoral tragedy 
of child poverty in our state? Do we get a special ses-
sion of the Mississippi Legislature called to address child 
poverty? No, special session to address child poverty, just 
like no special session to address the Jackson water crisis, 
but we do get a special session called to approve giving 
$247 million to a company that already sells in the multi-
billions, per meridianstar.com. Therein lies the swamp-
like stenchy glue that holds Mississippi down. 

First and foremost, we get the oppression of anybody 
that is not European American, and in Mississippi that 
means 42% of the population is treated as less than. Sure, 
there is a percentage of those that have managed to over-
come, and God Bless them for finding the pathways and 
the persistence to do so. By and large though, hundreds 
of thousands of our fellow citizens are ignored, viewed as 
second-class citizens and left behind. How can a Chris-
tian state full of Christian leaders allow that? How can a 
reasonable person make sense of that, or ever accept it?

The second component is equally perilous – accep-
tance of the status quo – albeit surely able to be under-
stood. How can you blame people for becoming numb 
and often times giving up when they live year after de-
cade after century being oppressed by the poisonous be-
liefs and attitudes that they are less than? Every day they 
see majority white superiority in action. 

Blatant disregard for our fellow man cannot be unseen 
in Mississippi. Fifty of our Republican state legislators 
voted against the removal of the oppressive stars and 
bars from our flag – seven of them were women. One 
Republican, Speaker Gunn, utterly dismisses an affirma-
tive vote in the Senate, allowing the postpartum expan-
sion of Medicaid benefits to die on the vine in the House 
once again – sealing hundreds of poor new mothers’ lives 
in caskets. Huge White farming operations in the Delta 
hire whites’ from South Africa to displace black farmers 
while paying the transplanted whites’ more. Black people 
here are incarcerated at a rate over 3:1 over whites’. State 
officials approve less than 5% of applications for TANF 
funding to the poorest citizens in our state. State officials, 
all of them white, then pilfer upwards of $100 million in-
tended by the federal government for the poorest people 
in the poorest state, and use it for fitness bootcamps and 
volleyball stadiums and God only knows what else, right 
under our noses.

Blatant disregard for non-white’s and for poor people 
is the day-to-day norm in Mississippi. Few people speak 
out against it. Fewer people stand up and fight against it. 
Black legislators fight for scraps because they have de-
cades of knowledge that they will never succeed in get-
ting more than scraps. They are routinely steam-rolled by 
a white majority.

How do these folks claim to be Christian? The obvious 
answer is they are not. Where do you see love thy neigh-
bor among our white conservatives? If the Gospels are 
rooted in social justice, then why are these folks’ oppres-
sors? And what of faith without works? Is Mississippi’s 
faith dead to our white Christians in positions of power 
and influence? 

Contemplating a New Year in Mississippi, as it is, be-
comes a chore. The time of year when hope and aspira-
tions should abound, ends up colliding with our reality of 
oppression and stuck-ness. If only these oppressors could 
meditate on the image of Christ in the bread line and be 
reminded that all people are created in God’s image, p 
erhaps then behaviors could become righteous, and the 
shackles could forever be removed from Mississippi and 
all her people. 

Frances ‘Toni’ Draper wins 
‘Publisher of the Year’

White House Press Secretary Karine 
Jean-Pierre with NNPA Sr. National 
Correspondent Stacy M. Brown at 
the White House/NNPA

Cheryl Smith, publisher, Texas 
Metro News/iMessenger Media

(Pictured left to right): Karine Jean-Pierre, 
the nation’s first black press secretary, Erica 
Loewe, director of African American Media and 
outgoing press secretary Jen Psaki
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Hinds County School District Weekly Update
Hinds County School District was proud to 
announce and congratulate their Teachers 
and Administrator of the Year for 2022-
2023. The ceremony was held at Raymond 
High School Performance Arts Building. 
The Hinds County School Board presented 
awards to these honored Hinds County 
School District employees in recognition 
of their outstanding accomplishments and 
dedication to professional excellence.

Their names are as follows: (Not in 
sequence with the pictures.) 

Tancia Boone 
Raymond High School 

Julie Caballero 
 Terry High School 

Dennis Daniel 
Career Technical Center 

Christi Dunn 
Life Skills Academy 

Taquela Garner 
Bolton/Edwards Elementary/Middle School 

Suzanne Jamison
Raymond Elementary School 

Krisstina Maynard 
Byram Middle School 

Susan Parrett 
Utica Elementary/Middle School 

Adraine Reed 
Gary Road Intermediate School 

Analesia Scott 
Carver Middle School 

Doris Williams 
Gary Road Elementary School 

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE YEAR
Lashurn Williams
Bolton/Edwards Elementary/Middle School

ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE



Don’t you just 
love it w hen those 
media outlets w ho 
pedal artifi cial and 
destructive nar

ratives take time out to point 
the fi nger at media outlets who 
provide acts and tell the truth  

ecently  read a column in The 
Northside S un by ouglas ar
sw ell that is an illustration.

e is a transplant rom Eng
land who now heads up the is
sissippi enter or ublic olicy, 
a deeply conservative thin tan  
whose messaging seems closely 
ollowed by our conservative leg

islators. t certainly appears that 
they endeavor to set the conser
vative agenda or our state, with 
their 1  European merican 
sta , according to their website. 
So perhaps it’s no surprise that 
he frow ns on unnamed media 
outlets that subscribe to a di er
ent view  than his.

n his ecember 1 ,  ar
ticle, he stated, e need to have 
a discussion as to why much o  

ississippi s progressive media 
seems to delight in portraying 
our state in a negative light. er
haps those that und ississip
pi s anti ississippi media don t 
understand the damage this does 
to our state

ith ississippi perennially 
ranked at the bottom in every 
category o  measurement, it s 
not progressive or tal ing is
sissippi down  to tell the truth. 

oreover, these ran ings o  
bottomness come rom ma or 
national news organi ations and 
oundations.  the shoe didn t 

fi t, we would be ran ed higher.
ississippi doesn t need me

dia outlets to damage it  the 
thin ing and attitudes prevalent 
in the state does that all by itself. 

o, to claim others  are doing 
this to our state is irresponsible 
and fi ctional. hen we consider 
that misinformation is false or 
inaccurate in ormation  get
ting the acts wrong. nd disin
ormation is alse in ormation, 

which is deliberately intended to 
mislead, then it s clear what we 
have here.

The merican sychological 
ssociation shares, The spread 

o  misin ormation and disin or
mation has a ected our abil
ity to improve public health, ad

dress climate change, maintain a 
stable democracy and more. y 
providing valuable insight into 
how  and w hy w e are likely to 
believe misin ormation and dis
in ormation, psychological sci
ence can in orm how we protect 
ourselves against its ill e ects.

e claims that ississippi 
might have poc ets o  poverty, 
but please don’t let any media 
organi ations tell you that this 
state is poor and bac ward.  

ne fi th o  a state living in pov
erty is not poc ets  it s perva
sive. ot to mention that the ed
eral unding intended to address 
that poverty is fi rst denied to 
the poorest in our state, but then 
turned into a slush fund by those 
at the top.  high percentage o  

ississippi s blac  residents, 
others o  color, and its poor resi
dents  are invisible to those in 
the highest positions o  power in 

ississippi. t s not misin orma
tion or disin ormation  it s the 
simple truth  truth that than
ully is being showcased or all 

the w orld to see.
n 1, U S  News & World 

Rep ort ranked Mississippi 49th 
overall. That s a step lower that 

19 when we were ran ed th. 
espite its beauti ul geography, 

scores o  wonder ul people, and 
so many assets  we are on the 
bottom. ississippi embraces 
the worst parts o  its history, 
as opposed to learning rom it. 
Those who de end that behav
ior and those w ho try to impart 
the narrative that Mississippi is 
prospering and thriving, are not 
helping our state, they are hurt
ing us.

n some level, they do now 
better, and so what do they 
garner rom pedaling fi ction  

hat are they getting out o  
it  They get to eep doing what 
they have been doing or cen
turies, because, a ter all, there 
are very bright ol s out there 
telling the masses that we are 
improving. 

 you are not doing anything 
di erent, because you don t 
want to do anything di erent, 
and you have ol s telling you 
that ississippi is changing or 
the better  then you don t have 
to change  you ve been gi ted a 
orm o  ustifi cation. ot chang

ing is one thing o  which issis
sippi excels.

o many older men and wom

en in Mississippi have shared 
with me that the state has ad
vanced in its treatment o  minor
ities and others. They are highly 
believable  they were there. 
These people, many born in the 

s, are nothing less than mira
cles. They survived the si ling 
racism and oppression, and they 
ound ways to overcome. They 

are few  and far betw een now  and 
their numbers dw indle every 
year. ow many were, and are, 
able to live the merican ream 
like the majority of their w hite 
counterparts in ississippi

n  uencing the political nar
rative is critically important 
in ississippi. n eptember, 

T  anchor and host o  is
sissippi nsights, yron rown, 
interview ed our Lt. Governor 
Delbert Hosemann about the 
water crisis and its attendant 
national media coverage. ose
mann said, e too  a step 
bac ward to have the system 
collapse as it did.  don t now 
that we ll really be able to uan
ti y how great the magnitude o  
the loss, not only in an econom
ic, but in a perception way. This 
ust rein orces the old percep

tions that we re bac wards some 
inda way  ust thought it was 

horrible .people had a precon
ceived notion and we confi rmed 
it

osemann, viewed by many 
as the brightest in the top tier o  

ississippi s government, and 
who has lived in ac son or 

 years, nows ull well that 
ississippi is last in everything. 

This is not an old perception o  
ississippi being bac wards 

some inda way, it s a portrait 
of our reality. Hosemann know s 
this because he has had a ront 
row seat to watch as other states 
in the outh have advanced in 
the last fi ty years, while issis
sippi has not. 

Folks like these spend so 
much time attempting to in  u
ence the political agenda in is
sissippi, an agenda that deeply 
impacts all ississippians, and 
are uic  to remind us that they 
are religious, could stand to be 
reminded o  atthew  

nd the ing shall answer and 
say unto them, erily  say unto 
you, nasmush as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto 
me.

T TE
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Infl uencing Mississippi’s 
political narrative 

Mississippi State Hospital 
Public Relations employee 

wins Maggie Award
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The ississippi tate ospi
tal  ublic elations e
partment brought home a ag
gie ward rom the ississippi 

ospital ssociation s ublic 
elations  ar eting nnual 
wards eremony ecember 1. 
The  digital illustration 

or the riends o   leg
islative notecards, created by 
graphic artist erry ohnson, 
won the aggie in the ho
tography llustration category. 
The winning design eatures the 
state wild  ower and bird in per
sonali ed notecards or our state 
legislators. 

ohnson is the rint hop 
manager in the ublic ela
tions ivision. e has been em
ployed with  since 13. 

e holds degrees in dra ting 
 design rom inds ommu

nity ollege and graphic design 
from Delta State University. 
ohnson shared,  love being 

creative and having an outlet 
to pursue my passions. raphic 
design has been my career path 
rom the moment  learned o  

this fi eld.  li e the eeling o  
bringing an idea rom concept 
to reality.  ohnson added, s 
a child,  loved video games, 
art, music and sports.  was as
cinated with the art in gaming 
maga ines, which inspired me 
to spend more time drawing my 
avorite game characters while 

listening to my avorite hip hop 
artists.  

athy enton, ublic ela
tions director at  boasted, 

 am continually ama ed at er

ry s talent and artistry. e gives 
every pro ect the same attention 
to detail and creativity ma ing 
every single event and assign
ment stand out. e are blessed 
to have him as part o  our ublic 

elations team.  
Each year, the ississippi 
ospital ssociation  
ociety or ealthcare ar et

ing  ublic elations recog
ni es excellence statewide in 
healthcare mar eting and public 
relations. Entries cover a wide 
range o  categories including 
publications, digital communi
cations, special events, writing, 

advertising, campaigns and cre
ative arts. ne aggie winner 
is selected in each category.

Entries are open to all 1  
MHA member hospitals. All 
entries are udged by ublic e
lations professionals in hospital 
associations in other states.

, a program o  the is
sissippi Department of Mental 

ealth, was ounded in 1  
and helps the individuals it 
serves achieve mental wellness 
by encouraging hope, promot
ing sa ety and supporting recov
ery. The hospital is accredited 
by the oint ommission.

Jerry Johnson, Print Shop manager, Mississippi State Hospital Pub-
lic Relations

Mississippi Link Newswire

ity o fi cials in ac son, 
ississippi, on hristmas ay, 

announced that residents must 
now boil their drin ing water 
due to water lines bursting in 
the rigid temperatures.

lease chec  your business
es and churches or lea s and 
bro en pipes, as these add up 
tremendously and only w orsen 
the problem,  the city said in a 
statement, adding  e under
stand the timing is terrible.

The problems come months 
a ter the water system in ac
son, the state capital with about 
1 ,  residents,  partially 
collapsed. ost o  ac son 
lost running water or several 
days in late ugust a ter  ood
ing exacerbated longstanding 
problems in one of tw o w ater 
treatment plants.

Residents had to w ait in 
lines or water to drin , coo  
bathe and  ush toilets. 

long with the order to boil 

drin ing water, city o fi cials 
said some residents also have 
reported low  w ater pressure or 
no water pressure. The city s 
water system saw  uctuat
ing  pressure beginning at
urday amid rigid tempera
tures.

The hristmas ay an
nouncement said crews were 
wor ing to ma e repairs, but 
it did not give an estimate on 
how long the disruption might 
last.

 ississippi man who threatened to ill en
ters or isease ontrol and revention irector 

ochelle alens y has pleaded guilty to ma ing 
threats in interstate commerce, ederal prosecutors 
announced onday. 

obert iser ates, 39, o  idgeland, threatened 
to ill alens y in voicemails le t in uly 1 at 
the  head uarters in tlanta, eorgia, court 
records said. 

ates admitted to ma ing the threatening calls in 
an interview with agents rom the ederal ureau 
o  nvestigation, according to a news release rom 
the o fi ce o  . . ttorney arren . a arca. e 
also said he would ill r. nthony auci, the di
rector o  the ational nstitute o  llergy and n
ectious iseases and chie  medical advisor to the 

president. 
n ugust, a est irginia man was sentenced 

to three years in federal prison after he sent emails 
threatening auci and another ederal health o fi cial 
or tal ing about the coronavirus and e orts to pre

vent its spread. 
ates is scheduled to be sentenced on arch . 

e aces a maximum penalty o  fi ve years in prison 
and a ,  fi ne. 

ates  attorney did not immediately respond to a 
re uest or comment.

Boil water order issued in MS 
capital amid freeze

Man who threatened to kill CDC 
head pleads guilty to charges 

T h e A sso c ia t ed  P ress

T h e A sso c ia t ed  P ress

Rochelle Walensky, CDC and Prevention Director   
fi cial Photo,   iki e ia

Robert Wiser Bates pleaded guilty to making threats 
in voicemails

By Chris Young
C o nt rib u t ing  W rit er



The silver C pendant around the 
neck of Catherine Leach shone 
brightly in the sunlight. She and 
three other relatives, neighbors 
and advocates of victims of the 
Atlanta Child Murders took their 
places in front of a bank of mi-
crophones and cameras outside 
Atlanta City Hall Tuesday morn-
ing. The C is in remembrance of 
her son Curtis Walker, w ho w as 
killed as child nearly 5 0 years 

ago.
They w ere there to hold a press 

conference to try to drum up some 
attention for the victims w hile at-
tempting to get any updates in 
regard to the DN A of the victims 
that w as outsourced more than 
a year ago under former Atlanta 
Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms.

The DN A w as sent to Sorenson 
Forensics, a lab that specializes 
in DN A evidence and is located 
in the Salt Lake City suburb of 
Draper. There have not been any 

updates, according to Leach and 
the others.

“N o one has come forw ard 
and told me that Wayne Williams 
had killed my child,” Leach said. 
“Deep dow n in my heart I know  
Wayne Williams did not kill my 
child.”

‘ What are they hiding?” asked 
N icholas Burston, the cousin of 
Anthony Carter, an Atlanta Child 
Murders victim. 

“I still w ant justice for my 
son,” Leach said. “I’m standing 

in the gap for the other parents 
that are no longer here.”

Williams has been in prison for 
the murders of tw o adults since 
198 1. He w as not convicted for 
the murders of the many children 
connected to the Atlanta Child 
Murders. 

Hazel Horne, a former neigh-
bor and friend of Williams’ fam-
ily also w ants answ ers about Wil-
liams’ case. “I pray and I hope he 
gets back to his hometow n,” she 
said of Williams’ neighborhood 

in Southw est Atlanta. Horne still 
lives near the Williams home.

She bought the home 25  years 
ago but has lived there for nearly 
5 0 years. “There have been so 
many people that haven’t given 
up [ on him] . If he ever gets out 
[ of jail]  he w ill have a place to go 
and to stay.”

Williams family advocate Jim-
my How ard organized the press 
conference and spoke w ith the 
media as w ell. He speaks often 
w ith Williams by phone and re-

mains in contact w ith Williams’ 
new  attorney Janis Mann. “We 
w ant some answ ers,” How ard 
said. “We’d like to know  w hat is 
happening w ith the DN A, the FBI 
fi les, where are they

N icholas Burston, the cousin of 
Anthony Carter, an Atlanta Child 
Murders victim, asked “What are 
they hiding? Did Anthony Mat-
ter?” Burston added, “I don’t 
think Anthony Carter belongs 
among the Atlanta Child Murders 
victims. Free Wayne Williams.”

N ATION AL
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The White House has condemned 
the latest tactic employed by Republi-
can governors, including Texas’ Greg 
Abbott, and Arizona Gov. Doug Du-
cey, w ho have bused migrants across 
the country to push President Joe 
Biden tow ard stricter border policies.

The latest incident occurred on 
Christmas Eve amid sub-freezing 
temperatures.

Three buses carrying 139 migrants 
from Texas arrived outside Vice Pres-
ident Kamala Harris’ residence at the 
N aval Observatory.

Temperatures in the District of Co-
lumbia reached as low  as single dig-
its, w ith w ind chill factors driving the 
real feel to minus zero.

Biden has called the moves “un-
American” and “reckless.”

“This w as a cruel, dangerous, and 
shameful stunt,” said White House 
spokesman Abdullah Hasan. “As w e 
have repeatedly said, w e are w illing 
to w ork w ith anyone Republican or 
Democrat alike – on real solutions, 
like the comprehensive immigration 
reform and border security measures 
President Biden sent to Congress on 
his fi rst day in o fi ce, but these po
litical games accomplish nothing and 
only put lives in danger,” Hasan as-
serted.

Amy Fischer, a core organizer w ith 
the Migrant Solidarity Mutual Aid 
N etw ork, told ABC N ew s that she 
w as outside the N aval Observatory 
on Saturday night as buses began ar-
riving after about 7 :45  p.m.

Fischer said the migrants included 
“a bunch of families,” maybe around 
30, as w ell as adults in groups like 
spouses and cousins and people trav-
eling alone.

N one of them w ore cold w eather 

gear, Fischer told the new s outlet, 
though many had blankets to w rap 
up.

Fischer said that the “vast major-
ity” w ere asylum-seekers, and all 
spoke Spanish, w ith people from 
Cuba, Ecuador, Peru, Colombia and 
N icaragua. She added that Texas 
Gov. Abbott’s administration sent the 
migrants.

In August, the Texas Division of 
Emergency Management said that the 
state had spent more than $12 million 
busing migrants to Washington and 
N ew  Y ork crossed from Mexico.

A state government spreadsheet 
that CN N  obtained through a Free-
dom of Information Act request re-
vealed that, as of August 9, Texas had 
paid $12,7 07 ,7 20.92 to Wynne Trans-
portation, the charter service that is 
taking migrants to the tw o cities.

Additionally, the 43 buses that 
departed Arizona for the District of 
Columbia betw een May and August, 
carrying over 1,5 00 migrants, have 
cost that state more than $3 million.

Reportedly, the cost of each bus 
w as approximately $8 3,000, bring-
ing the total to date to around $3.5  
million, according to the governor’s 
o fi ce, which said about two to three 
buses depart Arizona per w eek, based 
on demand.

In the tw o days since Fischer told 
ABC N ew s, her group had helped 
people make further travel plans to 
their fi nal destinations while a hand
ful of folks” w ho are planning to stay 
in D.C. have been relocated to a hotel 
as they prepare to put dow n roots.

She said the groups left on the 
buses from Texas, know ing they w ere 
headed to Washington. “I think peo-
ple are alw ays a little bit confused. 
People are alw ays a little bit scared,” 
Fischer said.

Just w hen w e thought the public issues 
surrounding Texas Southern University 
(TSU) had become a thing of the past, 
here comes another unnecessary situation 
that has negatively thrust the only HBCU 
in the city of Houston into the public spot-
light.

For those that may have been follow ing 
the story involving veteran o fi cer, com
munity leader, public servant, and current 
TSU Police Chief Mary Y oung, you are 
probably aware that she fi led a lawsuit 
against TSU N ovember 30 in response 
to claims she w as set to be terminated 
by the TSU Board of Regents based off 
an anonymous complaint that was fi led 
against her.

The complaint mysteriously came af-
ter hie  oung beseeched her o fi cers 
to “maintain professionalism” and to 
avoid giving the appearance of serving as 
“chauffeurs, errand-runners, and personal 
assistants” w hile w orking for TSU Presi-
dent Dr. Lesia Crumpton-Y oung.

Crumpton-Y oung took the helm at TSU 
in July of last year after the controversial 
termination of former TSU President Dr. 
Austin Lane by the TSU Board of Re-
gents, w hich unfortunately played out in 
the public and unceremoniously cast a 
negative light on the University.

According to Chief Y oung, she didn’t 
even know  her job w as in jeopardy until 
she w as made aw are of the anonymous tip 
in July from the Interim Internal Auditor 
at TSU.

“In August, the President (Crumpton-
Y oung) called and asked to meet me off 
campus and relay the new s to me that the 
TSU Board had just had a board meeting, 
and that they had concluded that I w as go-
ing to be terminated based on the fi ndings 
from an audit investigation,” Chief Y oung 
tells the Forward Times. “President 
Crumpton-Y oung proceeded to inform me 
that my Deputy Chief and I w ere going to 
be let go and provided me w ith no other 
in ormation.  was  oored.

Chief Y oung states she w as never given 
an opportunity to give her side of the story 
or present any evidence to refute the alle-
gations from the anonymous complainant, 
which is why she hired an attorney to fi le 
her initial law suit against TSU.

Attorney Ben Hall, w ho has taken on 
this case, is extremely concerned about 
the actions taken by TSU and believes the 
University has violated Texas state law  
every step of the w ay.

Hall states, how ever, this case is deeper 
and should concern everyone in the com-
munity regarding anonymous complaints 
against community oriented police o fi 
cers like Chief Y oung.

“TSU didn’t give Chief Y oung an op-
portunity to disprove this lie by an anony-
mous complainant to protect her ow n stel-
lar reputation,” said Hall. “What w e have 
here is a cow ard w ho w as too scared to 
add their name to the anonymous com-
plaint. This is someone w ho w ould rather 
throw  rocks and hide their hands by mak-
ing false charges and claims, and this is a 
lie that the leadership at TSU has chosen 
to align themselves w ith.”

According to Hall, Texas state law  re-
quires that any w ritten complaint against a 
police o fi cer must be signed by the com
plainant, given to the police o fi cer, and 
then the police o fi cer must be given an 
opportunity to respond the complaint.

Hall states that Chief Y oung never re-
ceived a signed complaint that complies 
w ith state law , w hich is w hy no adverse or 
disciplinary action should be taken against 
her.

On top of that, Hall states that Chief 
Y oung had a strong system of checks and 
balances to prevent any arbitrary deci-
sion to approve overtime as alleged in the 
complaint from ever occurring, in that tw o 
other supervisors must sign off on over-
time before it even gets to her.

First, the immediate supervisor of the 
police o fi cer see ing to get approval or 
overtime must sign off on the submittal, 
and then a captain w ould have to sign off 
on the overtime submission for approval 
before it even gets to the desk of Chief 
Y oung, according to Hall.

 am confi dent that we will be able to 
prove all of this false, because even w hen 
you look at the lie, Chief (Y oung) doesn’t 
even make the initial approval of over-
time,” says Hall. “I am just shocked that 
the TSU Board of Regents and the admin-
istration w ould violate state law , w ithout 
giving hie  oung, or any o fi cer, the op
portunity to defend themselves, w hich is 
required by state law  in Texas.”

And then there is the false narrative that 
hie  oung has o fi cially been placed on 

administrative leave.
According to Hall, TSU sent a letter to 

Chief Y oung informing her of their deci-
sion to place her on administrative leave, 
which prompted them to fi le a Temporary 
Restraining Order (TRO) on behalf of 
Chief Y oung December 7  prohibiting TSU 
from taking any further disciplinary or ad-
verse employment action against Y oung 
pending a temporary injunction hearing 
scheduled for December 20, 2022. The 
designated ancillary judge granted that 
request and the courts have stopped TSU 
from taking any action.

Chief Y oung is still at her job, contrary 
to media reports stating otherw ise, and 
she is still wor ing at her o fi ce ocusing 
on protecting the TSU campus and lead-
ing her department.

TSU has appealed the TRO, but Hall 
has fi led an emergency motion to re uire 
the case to be returned to the district court, 
because no fi nal udgments have been 
made by the district courts, and the district 
courts are w here the judges have listened 
to and heard the evidence relative to the 
case.

“Administrative leave is a violation of 
state law ,” says Hall.

Chief Y oung came to TSU in 2017 , at 
the height of her career w ith the Houston 
Police Department (HPD) and w as ex-
cited about being given the opportunity to 
manage and lead a full police department, 
mentor young men and w omen, and create 
an environment w here HBCU’s w ere seen 
as impactful. The Forward Times high-
lighted her history-making achievement 
in March 2017 , w ith an article entitled, 
“HAIL TO THE CHIEF: Veteran HPD 

fi cer ary oung amed T s ct
ing Police Chief,” and she has served w ith 
distinction since that time w ith no incident 
until now  w ith this anonymous complaint.

N ow , Chief Y oung just w ants the truth 
to be told regarding w hat she and her at-
torney are deeming an improper investi-
gation. She believes that a w rong report 
w as presented to the TSU Board of Re-
gents and that she w as not afforded the 
opportunity to present her series of facts 
and important information, and states that 
she looks forw ard to that day.

“This is more than my reputation that 
m fi ghting or, this is about my charac

ter,” states Chief Y oung. “Without char-
acter, you cannot be trusted and if you 
cannot be trusted, you cannot lead. Y our 
character is your mark on the w orld, and 
how  you lead, how  people see you, and 
how  you follow , describes your character. 
I have w orked extremely hard to become a 
person of honesty and decency. To present 
me any other w ay is absurd.”

The Forward Times w ill continue to 
follow  this case and keep our readers in-
formed of the latest happenings surround-
ing Chief Y oung and TSU.

Atlanta Child Murders victims, families 
still searching for answers, DNA updates

White House responds 
to migrant buses sent 

to VP Harris’ D.C. home

Exclusive Interview: 
TSU Police Chief Mary Young

By Donnell Suggs 
T h e A t l a nt a  V o ic e

By Jeffrey L. Boney 
NNP A  Newswire c o nt rib u t o r

By Stacy M. Brown
NNP A  Newswire C o rrespo nd ent

Chief Mary Young
PHOTOGRAPH BY VICKY PINK / HOUSTON 
STYLE MAGAZINE

Catherine Leach wears a silver pendant 
in honor of her son Curtis Walker, one of 
the victims of the Atlanta Child Murders. 

What are they hiding?” asked Nicholas Burston, the cousin 
of Anthony Carter, an Atlanta Child Murders victim.

A press conference calling for updates on the Atlanta Child Murders cases took place outside Atlanta 
City Hall Tuesday morning     PHOTOS BY DONNELL SUGGS/THE ATLANTA VOICE



Children, w ho eat a diet rich 
in fruits and vegetables, may 
be able to help w ard off, ath-
erosclerosis. Atherosclerosis 
is a precursor of heart disease. 
Studies have found the children 
as young as nine years old, may 
already be experiencing health 
problems, such as high blood 
pressure that put them at risk of 
heart disease as an adult.

Atherosclerosis is the condi-
tion, in w hich plaque, a sticky 
substance consisting of fat, cho-
lesterol other materials, found in 
the blood builds up inside your 
arteries, eventually narrow ing 
and stiffening the arteries and 
leading to heart problems. It’s 
a process that can take years or 
even decades.

The body needs carbohy-
drates, fats, protein, vitamins, 
minerals, fi ber and water to be 
healthy. Without proper nutri-
tion and exercise, optimal health 
cannot be attained. Carbohy-
drates, fats, and protein supply 
energy (calories) necessary for 
w ork and normal body func-
tions. itamins, minerals, fi ber 
and w ater do not have caloric 
value but are still necessary for 
normal body functions. 

Carbohydrates, w hich include 
your fruits and vegetables, pro-
vide energy for w ork. There are 
a few  types of carbohydrates. 

Carbohydrates such as candy, 
soda pop, cakes and corn chips 
can rob the body of nutrients. 
They are commonly referred to 
as empty calories. Y ou should 
choose complex nutritious car-
bohydrates like fruits and veg-
etables.

The average American con-
sumes 40%  fat 30%  carbohy-
drates and 30%  proteins daily. 
The average diet should consist 
of 15 %  fat, 20%  protein and 
65 %  complex carbohydrates. 
Saturated fats should make up 
less than 10%  of your total fat 

intake.
The primary function of car-

bohydrates is to supply energy 
to all the cells in your body. In 
the body, carbohydrates are bro-
ken dow n into smaller of sugar 
molecules, such as glucose and 
fructose. Y our small intestine 
absorbs these sugar molecules. 
From your intestines they en-
ter the bloodstream and travel 
to the liver. Y our liver converts 
these sugars into glucose, w hich 
is carried through the blood-
stream accompanied by insulin. 
Y our glucose is converted into 

energy for basic body function-
ing and physical activity. If the 
glucose is not needed immedi-
ately for energy, your body w ill 
store up to 2,000 calories of it 
in your liver and muscles in the 
form of glycogen. When your 
glycogen stores are full, the 
remaining carbohydrates are 
stored as fat.

If you don’t ingest enough 
carbohydrates, your body w ill 
use protein for fuel. This can be 
a problem because your body 
needs protein to make muscles 
and build bone. When your body 

uses protein instead of carbohy-
drates for fuel it puts stress on 
the kidneys. This can lead to the 
passage of painful byproducts 
such as urea and ammonia in 
the urine.

The difference w ith carbo-
hydrates comes in their nutri-
tional value and impact on your 
health. Some carbohydrates are 
healthier than others. Many 
carbohydrates are loaded w ith 
other nutrients. Fruits and veg-
etables are great carbohydrate 
sources and excellent suppliers 
of vitamins A and C and many 
other vitamins and minerals. 
For example, the sugar in apple 
juice is accompanied by vitamin 
C, folic acid and potassium. The 
sugar in grape soda pop is void 
of vitamins and minerals;  that’s 
w hy it’s described as “empty 
calories.” 

Getting your child to develop 
healthy eating habits takes meal 
planning. Y ou cannot change 
their eating habits if you leave 
their diet to chance. To do this 
you must shop w isely. Alw ays 
have a list of the foods you need 
w hen you shop and never shop 
on an empty stomach.

Sticking to a regular meal 
plan w ill help to change your 
child’s diet. Y our child need 3 
to 6 servings of fruit and 4 to 6 
servings of vegetables everyday.

65 percent of the calories you 
eat every day should come from 

carbohydrates. To calculate how  
many carbohydrates you need, 
multiply the number of calories 
you need by .6. That means, if 
you need 2,000 calories per day, 
2,000 multiplied by .6 =  1,200. 
Y ou need 1,200 calories from 
carbohydrates. There are 4 calo-
ries in a gram of carbohydrate. 
Divide 1200 calories by 4 =  300 
grams.

W hat counts as a serving?
Vegetables
•  1 cup of raw  leafy vegetables
•  1/ 2 cup of other vegetables 

cooked or raw
•  3/ 4 cup of vegetable juice
Fruit
•  1 medium apple, banana, or-

ange, pear
•  1/ 2 cup of chopped, cooked, 

or canned fruit
•  3/ 4 cup of fruit juice
Here are a few  tips to help you 

get more fruits and vegetables 
in your diet:

Eat fruit and/ or drink juice 
w hen you w ake up instead of 
sugary cereal or donuts.

Include fruit and vegetables 
in your lunch.

Plan your menu for each 
w eek.

Include fruit or vegetables in 
every meal.

It’s never too late to use a 
healthful diet to prevent heart 
disease and it’s never to early. 
We should make every effort to 
eep our ids fi t and healthy. 

In the late 197 0s and 
early 198 0s, a virus that 
had previously appeared 
sporadically around the 
w orld began to spread 
throughout the United 

States. This disease primarily affected 
gay men and by the late 198 0’s, HIV/
AIDS had become a household term 
and the number one threat to public 
health. According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, de-
spite signifi cant progress, the global 
AIDS epidemic is far from over: 1.7  
million people around the w orld w ere 
infected w ith HIV in 2019, bringing 
the total number of people living w ith 
AIDS today to 38  million. Black people 
account for a higher proportion of new  
HIV diagnoses and people w ith HIV, 
compared to other races and ethnici-
ties. Racism, HIV stigma, homopho-
bia, poverty, and barriers to health care 
continue to drive these disparities.

Today, one of the main factors nega-
tively impacting our ability to effec-
tively respond to the HIV/ AIDS public 
health issue is stigma. Stigma is one 
of the greatest barriers to testing and 
treatment for people living w ith HIV. 
It also creates obstacles to prevention. 

People may not w ant family, friends, 
and neighbors to know  that they are 
visiting an HIV/ AIDS provider for test-
ing or treatment. In rural communities 
w ith limited anonymity, people may not 
seek care at all. People living w ith HIV 
often internalize the stigma they expe-
rience and begin to develop a negative 
self-image. They may fear they w ill be 
discriminated against or judged nega-
tively if their HIV status is revealed.

Stigma is not new  to public health, 
nor is it unique to HIV/ AIDS. History 
provides several examples of “preju-
dice, discounting, discrediting, and 
discrimination” directed tow ard per-
sons w ho are ill or perceived to be ill.

Studies show  that stigma associated 
w ith multiple factors (e.g., HIV, mental 
illness, sexual preference) both disad-

vantages the stigmatized and is a major 
source of stress in their lives. If stigma 
is a signifi cant source o  stress and so
cial disadvantage, one might expect it 
to have substantial effects on popula-
tion health, similar to other social de-
terminants, such as socioeconomic 
status (SES), social relationships (i.e., 
social support), and racism or discrimi-
nation. As w e w ork to reduce health 
disparities, w e must take into account 
the effect that racism, discrimination 
and stigma has on health outcomes 
for minority, disadvantaged and un-
derserved communities in Missis-
sippi. For this reason, the Institute for 
the Advancement of Minority Health 
w orks w ith communities to provide ac-
cess and availability to HIV resource, 
including HIV testing and linkage to 
care and increase aw areness about HIV 
stigma. We do this by:

Delivering provider education and 
training related to HIV stigma and mis-
conceptions

Using telehealth and other remote 
care delivery models to provide in-
creased access to treatment

Using mobile vans to deliver preven-
tion, testing, and treatment services di-
rectly in communities

Overcoming stigma is not so much a 
decision as a process, one that involves 
training of the community and health 
care providers, increasing education 
and aw areness, time, and patience.
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December is HIV/ AIDs Aw areness 
Month and is a time to raise aw areness 
and re  ect on the impact this epidemic 
has on Mississippi communities and 
the w orld.

To req uest HI V/ AI Ds educational in-
f ormation or to req uest self -testing kits,  
contact the I nstitute f or the Adv ance-
ment of  Minority Health at iamh@
adv ancingminorityhealth. org or ( 7 6 9 )  
5 7 2 -5 2 6 3 .
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Your children need to eat their fruits and vegetables 

Ending the HIV 
epidemic: Addressing 

HIV stigma, one 
community at a time 

There are 2.5  million children 
in the United States grow ing up in 
“grandfamilies,” meaning they’re 
being raised by relatives or close 
friends w ithout their parents in the 
home, and they face higher rates 
of hunger and food insecurity, ac-
cording to a new  report.

The Generations United report, 
“Together at the Table: Supporting 
the N utrition, Health and Well-Be-
ing of Grandfamilies,” highlights 
the particular struggles of such 
households, w hich are often unpre-
pared fi nancially or the unexpect
ed job of raising a child, and may 
encounter di fi culty accessing ood 
and nutrition programs designed to 
help.

In fact, 25 %  of grandparent-
headed households experienced 
food insecurity betw een 2019 and 
2020, w hich is more than tw ice the 
national rate. The long-term health 
implications of food insecurity – 
including diabetes, hypertension, 
heart disease, obesity and eating 
disorders – are dire. Additionally, 
food insecurity negatively affects 
a child’s ability to learn and grow .

While families from all areas of 
the country face food insecurity, 
for the large number of grandfami-
lies living in the South and in ru-

ral areas, services are often more 
limited or challenging to access. 
What’s more, grandfamilies are 
disproportionately black, Latino 
and American Indian and Alaska 
N ative, populations that already 
have disproportionate rates of food 
insecurity due to years of systemic 
racism.

Recently, the White House re-
leased a sw eeping national strategy 
to reduce hunger. While advocates 
describe the plan as w elcome and 
comprehensive on many levels, and 
say that it identifi es the importance 
of improved outreach to grandfam-
ilies, they also believe it must go 
further. According to Generations 
United, some key policy changes to 
reduce food insecurity for grand-
families include:

•  Developing quality kinship 
navigator programs that connect 
grandfamilies to support and ser-
vices in their communities. These 
programs should provide food and 
nutrition support to grandfamilies 
outside the child w elfare system.

•  Expanding access to the Sup-
plemental N utrition Assistance 
Program (SN AP) by making a 
child only  benefi t that is based 

on the needs of the child as op-
posed to household income and by 
increasing outreach to grandfami-

lies.
•  Ensuring automatic access to 

free and reduced school meals for 
children living in grandfamilies.

•  Improving outreach of the 
Special Supplemental N utrition 
Program for Women, Infants, and 
Children (WIC) to help reach more 
grandfamilies and connect them 
with benefi ts or which they are eli
gible.

•  Creating joint meal programs 
for grandfamily caregivers and the 
children they raise.

“Research show s that being 
raised by family members or close 
friends is the best option for chil-
dren w ho can’t be raised by their 
parents,” said Donna Butts, the 
executive director of Generations 
United. “But unfortunately, these 
families face hunger and food in-
security at much higher rates than 
the average family. The need for 
basic nutrition and adequate food 
is universal, and every family de-
serves to be healthy and thrive. The 
fact that many of our policies and 
programs to reduce hunger w ere 
not designed w ith grandfamilies in 
mind should not stand in the w ay of 
this right.”

To read the f ull rep ort and learn 
more about issues af f ecting grand-
f amilies,  v isit http s: / / www. gu. org/ .

Good nutrition and better health
of children in ‘grandfamilies’ care
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“The one 
w ho loves 
least controls 
the relation-
ship.” I can’t 
r e m e m b e r 
w ho said this 

how ever, this saying has al-
w ays resonated as one of 
the most truthful statements 
I’ve heard about relationship 
dynamics. It’s a challenging 
thing to recognize because 
sometimes w e spend so much 
time trying to convince the 
other person how  much w e 
love them that w e don’t real-
ize they stopped loving us a 
long time ago. More impor-
tantly, w e justify doing some 
inappropriate things because 
of “love” w ithout realizing 
that if w e really loved that 
person or thing, w e w ould let 
them go.

For example, I w as talking 
to a friend about the stress 
that one family member in 
particular had put on their 

siblings regarding the long-
term terminal illness of their 
youngest sibling. All of the 
other siblings agreed about 
w hat to do concerning the 
family member w ho w as put 
on hospice… except this one. 
She insisted that the sister 
w ho w as dying remain on life 
support w ith the reason that 
she loved her sister too much 
to see her die. Despite the fact 
that the dying sister’s sons 
cried every time they had to 
visit their mother and see her 
hooked up to machines, this 
one sibling accused the oth-
ers of not loving their sister 
and w anting to kill her. When 
asked repeatedly by the other 
siblings w hy she w as acting 
that w ay, the sister simply 
stated, “Because I must love 
her more than you do.”

It w as clear to everyone, 
including doctors, the “lov-
ing” sibling w ho insisted on 
keeping the other sister alive 
had selfi sh motives that had 
nothing to do w ith loving her 
sister more than the others. In 

fact, one doctor offered that 
if she really loved her sister, 
she w ould not w ant her to suf-
fer anymore. It took a lot of 
persuasion but the “loving” 
sibling w as eventually con-
vinced to relinquish the med-
ical pow er of attorney so that 
the w ishes of her sister’s adult 
children w ould prevail. A few  
short days later, the w oman, 
w ho had suffered w ith brain 
cancer for 5  years, w as able to 
peacefully transition and died 
w ith her family at her side.

Watching these events from 
the outside made me think 
about how  often it is the one 
w ho claims boldly how  much 
they love someone or some-
thing the most is sometimes 
the one w ho really loves the 
least. Often w hat they really 
love is being able to selfi shly 
manipulate and control oth-
ers. As 2022 ends, I’m think-
ing about how  many times 
my ow n declarations of love 
w ere thinly masked attempts 
to control others.

I Corinthians 13:4-8  speaks 

about all of the characteristics 
of love. When you study this 
amazing scriptural passage, 
you see how  pow erful love 
is not just because of how  it 
transforms the object of love 
by how  it transforms the one 
w ho loves. Loving w ell trans-
forms others and most impor-
tantly it transforms you. My 
hope for 2023 is to spend less 
time superfi cially saying how 
much I love and more time 
authentically show ing it to 
others.

Shewanda Riley (Aunt 
Wanda), PhD, is a Fort 
Worth-based author of “Love 
Hangover: Moving from Pain 
to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to 
the Beat of God’s Heart: A 
Book of Prayers for Writers.” 
Email her at preservedbypur-
pose@gmail.com or follow 
her on Twitter @shewanda. 
Find out more about her new 
podcast “The Chocolate Aun-
tie Podcast” at www.choco-
lateauntiepodcast.com.

Loving the most
Our attitude is 

very important. 
Matthew  5 :8 -9 
says: “Blessed are 
the pure in heart: 
for they shall see 
God. Blessed are 

the peacemakers: for they shall 
be called the children of God.” 
The message of reconciliation 
is to bring people to peace w ith 
God. Tribulation and persecu-
tion are w hat draw  attention to us 
from the w orld so that they might 
see Christ in our earthen vessels.

When w e suffer tribulation and 
persecution, God allow s it be-
cause e has confi dence that we 
can handle it. We need to have 
confi dence that od can bring 
us through it;  then w e can reach 
out to those w ho are lost w ith the 
message that they must be recon-
ciled to God.

We read in Hebrew s 3:7 -8 a, 
“Wherefore, today if ye w ill 
hear His voice. Harden not your 
hearts.” Sinner friend, God w ants 
us to break off from sin. We need 
to see w hat sin is doing to us. It 
is not preparing us to meet God. 
We need to move w hile God is 
talking to us. If w e can see that 
w e are a sinner, w e can only see 
it because God has opened our 
eyes to it.

God is not show ing us our spir-
itual condition so that w e can ig-
nore it. He w ants us to be saved. 
If w e w ill trust Him and believe 
Him, God w ill show  Himself 
strong to us. Are you w illing to 
surrender to God? Someone may 
ask, “How  can anybody w ant to 
get saved w hen he know s that 

tribulation is coming on the w hole 
w orld to try them?” Tribulation 
does not w ork the same w ay on 
the regenerated as the unregener-
ated. If a person is unsaved and 
does not have Christ w orking in 
his life, tribulation does not make 
him better;  it makes his heart 
harder. How ever, if w e w ill sur-
render to Christ, that same tribu-
lation w ill make us more like Je-
sus. Everyone has tribulation, but 
not everyone handles it the same 
w ay, and tribulation does not 
handle everybody the same w ay.

Will you accept Jesus Christ 
as your Savior? Do you w ant to 
give God a chance? I w as think-
ing about sin in the w orld today. I 
am convinced that the devil plans 
to keep people struggling w ith 
alcoholism. The devil know s that 
time is short, so he has stuff out 
there that, if w e take it once, w e 
are hooked. He w ants to lay a 
trap for us because he w ould like 
to make us so burdened dow n 
w ith sin that w e cannot see our 
w ay out.

Why give the devil a chance 
to continue to w ork? God can 
save us. The devil says, “Man, 
do you really think you can stay 
saved or more than fi ty years  

hen we were teenagers, fi ty 
was a long time. ac  then, fi ty 
years of age seemed old to us, but 
it does not seem old now . God 
lets us know  that all w e had to do 
w as live as a Christian one day 
at a time. Won’t you give Him a 
chance to change your soul? May 
God bless us.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church of 
God, 31 Joynes Road, Hampton, 
VA 23669. 
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C h r i s t m a s 
trees, Christ-
mas decora-
tions, Christmas 
parties, Christ-
mas carols and 
music, gift ex-

changes, Eggnog, and hanging 
w ith family and friends have 
been the focus for many of us 
during the holidays. The holi-
days somehow  help many mar-
ried couples forget or at least 
neglect the idea that their mar-
riage is in trouble or is facing 
some type of trouble such as 
lac  o  commitment, fi nancial 
issues, infi delity, extra marital 
affairs, poor communication, 
lack of unity and lack of physi-
cal intimacy, addictions, and 
so much more. 

In fact, around this time of 
year, many married couples 
w ill contemplate goals, aspi-
rations and N ew s Y ear’s reso-
lutions in marriage for the 
upcoming year in hopes of a 
new  beginning, or fresh start 
for their union. Many of these 
goals w ill be centered around 
improving fi nances and com
munication, seeking marriage 
and individual counseling, re-
ducing stress and other mean-
ingful important factors that 
w ill improve and invigorate 
their marriages.

Further, many w ill attempt 
to accomplish these goals in a 
short period of time but w hen 
reality forces one to determine 
that it is another goal w ith 
the same person (s), same ap-
proach, same ideas, and the 
same conclusion of getting no-
w here, it w ill w arrant many to 
un ortunately, contemplate fi l
ing for divorce. According to 
various law o fi ces, anuary is 
the number one month for di-
vorce in America. 

Many married couples’ mar-
riages survive during the holi-
days because it truly is one of 
the most w onderful times of 
the year w ith family, friends, 
and especially if children are 

involved. How ever, research 
and data reveal that many cou-
ples begin researching divorce 
proceedings be ore anuary 
and many times attorney o fi c
es voicemails are fi lled to the 
capacity of potential clients, 
w ho w ants nothing more than 
to end their unhappy marriages 
once and for all.

What happens post holidays? 
Why do married couples de-
cide that the best decision for 
their marriage is to end in di-
vorce post the holidays? What 
happens to the joy, laughter, 
contentment, peace, commit-
ment and happiness that w as 
experienced during the holiday 
betw een spouses? Why and 
w hen does the positive energy 
dissipate during the holidays? 
Does the excitement, w armth, 
and joy experience in marriage 
disappear w hen the Christ-
mas Trees and decorations are 
taken dow n as soon as the next 
day?

I w ant to challenge your 
thoughts, contemplations and 
decisions regarding fi ling or 
divorce post holidays? If your 
reason for seeking a divorce 
does not pose any harm or dan-
ger to you and your children 
(domestic violence, sexual 
abuse) please answ er the fol-
low ing: Have you and your 
spouse done everything you 
can to prevent fi ling or di
vorce? Have you engaged in 
the follow ing:

•  Marriage counseling
•  Increased communication 

betw een the tw o of you
•  Have you prayed w ithout 

ceasing? 
•  Sought religious counsel-

ing from a pastor, pastor’s 
w ife, priest, etc.?

•  Have a support (account-
able) group like church mar-
riage ministry, family, etc.?

•  Weighed out the cost and 
the length of proceedings for 
divorce

•  Researched the chances 
of falling into poverty post-
divorce

•  Researched the impacts and 

devastation of divorce on chil-
dren, community and society

•  Second, third person you 
meet w ill not be perfect – he or 
she w ill have problems too

•  Researched that second 
marriages are at higher risks of 
divorcing

•  Can you picture life w ith-
out your spouse?

•  Do you truly love your 
spouse? 

•  Do you know  w hat God 
feels about divorce? 

I learned throughout me and 
my husband’s marriage resto-
ration journey that God hates 
divorce (Malachi 2:16). Y es, 
you can forgive your spouse 
and still pursue a divorce only 
w hen it comes to adultery. 
God made it clear that because 
man’s hearts are hardened (not 
easy to forgive), He does grant 
divorce or infi delity i  the 
spouse that w as sinned against 
(cheated on) is not w illing to 
reconcile – forgive and w ork 
tow ards restoration for the 
marriage (Mark 10:2-10).

•  Is your love for your spouse 
based on First Corinthians 13 
or some type of conditional 
love?

•  Have you exhausted every 
option that can help save your 
marriage?

•  If you have exhausted every 
option – is divorce the best op-
tion? Only you w ill know  this 
– you w ill know  w hen enough 
is enough and w hen it is time to 
do w hat is best for you.

All in all, I know  marriage 
is not easy. Marriage is hard. I 
believe that many or most mar-
ried couples have contemplated 
divorcing their spouses at some 
point throughout their mar-
riage. But I believe that many 
remain married because it’s a 
choice, not an easy choice, but a 
made up mind to fi ght or each 
other, fi ght or the marriage, 
and fi ght or the vows that per
haps was ta en at the ustice o  
the Peace, special ceremony in 
front of family and friends, in 
private, on an island, w edding 
chapel, backyard, or in the 

family living room.
The holidays can give a false 

vibe or a false sense of hope for 
marriage restoration. How ever, 
I am asking, w hatever you did 
to experience joy, love, peace, 
and happiness during the holi-
days w ith your spouse – repeat 
it now , do it again, especially if 
you love your spouse. Divorce 
attorneys w ill become bom-
barded w ith couples in a mat-
ter of days, w ho lost the w ill, 
hope, fi ght, and motivation to 
still say I do, post holidays. 
Will you be one of these cou-
ples? Will you give your mar-
riage one more chance?

It is not a coincidence that 
you are reading this article or 
know  someone w ho you need 
to share this article w ith. If 
anything in you is encouraging 
you, fi ght or your marriage. 
Don’t just give your marriage 
aw ay. Don’t let your marriage 
become another statistic. Don’t 
let divorce become the norm in 
your family history, commu-
nity and society. 

ecogni e anuary as an
other month, another day, an-
other opportunity for you both 
to fi ght or your marriage, fi ght 
or your spouse, and fi ght or 

your amily.  fi ght involves 
two people wanting to fi ght or 
their marriage – marriage is 
t w o people coming together to 
become one. 

In conclusion, many of us 
put orth every e ort to fi ght 
for our jobs, health and other 
initiatives due to its benefi ts 
– w hy not put forth the same 
fi ght and e orts or the person 
you said I do to years ago that 
you promised to love for better, 
for w orse, for richer, for poor-
er, in sickness and in health, to 
love and to cherish, until death 
do you part?

Moreover, many of the cou-
ples w e w itness celebrating 
30+ , 40+ , and 5 0+  year w ed-
ding anniversaries and more 
believe it or not w as just like us 
at some point – they how ever, 
decided to still say I do, post 
holidays.

OPIN ION
www.themississippilink.com  THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 9DECEMBER 29, 2022 - JANUARY 4, 2023

I still do, post holidays

‘ Tw as the night 
before Christmas 
w hen all through 
the house not a 
creature w as stir-
ring not even a 
mouse. These are 

lines from the classic Christ-
mas poem by Clement Clarke 
Moore in 18 22. Y ou probably 
heard this poem a few  times 
recently.

I hope you had a Merry 
Christmas and I w ish for you a 
Happy N ew  Y ear. 

The buildup to the Christmas 
season featured gifts and gift-
giving. Sales and discounts 
w ere highlighted in new spa-
pers and online shopping w as 
non-stop.  Adults participated 
in Black Friday sales trying to 
get their purchases at the low -
est price possible. 

So now , w e can relax and 
w ait for Christmas 2023 and 
the shopping sprees that w ill 
occur. 

I suspect if you are in the 4th 

quarter of your life, like I am, 
that you had a perspective on 
the Christmas that w e just cel-
ebrated. Like you, I believed 
in all the Christmas legends 
and lore. I must give my par-
ents credit for being w hat I call 
“Christmas ambassadors.”

So, here are a few  of those 
long-held memories of w hat 
the season w as like for me as 
a child. 

First, at least in my Win-
ston-Salem N C neighborhood, 
Christmas w as not really talk-
ed about until after Thanksgiv-
ing. In fact, Thanksgiving w as 
a big deal as w e had a turkey 
and all the trimmings. It made 
for a happy time w ith my par-
ents and relatives. 

Equally important w as that 
w e didn’t have school until the 
follow ing Monday w hich gave 
us additional time w ith our 
friends. 

Well, I am not sure that the 
naughty and nice list w as ever 
actualized w hen I w as coming 
of age. Can you imagine not 
receiving your union skates 
because you w ere naughty? 

N o, you can’t. 
My parents said that I should 

leave cookies and milk for 
Santa and of course I did. On 
Christmas morning, the cook-
ies w ere gone, and Santa’s lip 
print w as on the glass. He had 
been to our house. 

The presents w ere under a 
real tree, and my staple gifts 
w ere skates and the latest cap 
gun.  Y ou must be a certain age 
to know  w hat a cap gun is. Late 
morning and all afternoon w e 
w ere outside on our skates or 
riding our bikes. This is w hat 
w e did on Christmas Day, and 
everyone had fun. 

As I reached adulthood, I 
started to buy gifts as w ell. At 
points, it w as a bit stressful to 
know  w hat to get family and 
friends. 

As I age, I have some differ-
ent perspectives on the season. 

Christmas is too commer-
cial, and the emphasis is mis-
guided as billions of dollars 
are being spent by w e the citi-
zens. The spiritual aspect of 
this season has been overtaken 
by the big spending that w e do. 

Will that inclination to spend 
money during the Christmas 
season ever stop? Probably 
not in the foreseeable future. 
There w ill have to be a totally 
different mindset for the eco-
nomics around Christmas to 
change. 

My Christmas season w as 
spent w ith family and friends. 
oy and happiness were in 

great supply. I made several 
calls to check up on people 
and to see how  they w ere do-
ing. That’s w hat w e w ho are in 
the 4th quarter do. If you have 
older relatives, they w ill tell 
you the same thing. 

The presence of people or 
listening to them on the phone 
brings me great pleasure. I be-
lieve human interaction fends 
off some illnesses and keeps 
the mind sharp. 

Remember that if you are in 
your senior years chronologi-
cally doesn’t mean that you 
must throw  in the tow el. 

Age is but a number. Wear it 
w ell and be proud of it. 

Family and friends, not presents, 
made for a Merry Christmas

I’ve w rit-
ten about the 
importance of 
judges a few  
times over the 
last year. And 
every time I 

do, I realize that many peo-
ple have never met a judge. 
Or they have, but it w as at a 
time w hen they’d rather have 
been anyw here else. So the 
idea that judges are on my 
mind as something to cel-
ebrate this holiday season 
may strike you as strange. 
But bear w ith me.

Since President Biden 
came into o fi ce, he has made 
it a priority to nominate fed-
eral judges w ho are not only 
legal stars but are diverse, 
come from underrepresented 
professional backgrounds, 
and have a deep commit-
ment to civil rights. Many of 
them have been civil rights 
law yers or public defenders. 
This is a real change, even 
from past Democratic presi-
dents. 

For decades, presidents 
most often nominated corpo-
rate law yers or prosecutors 
to the bench. Those people 
w ere also overw helmingly 
w hite and male. N ot any-
more. 

At the federal circuit level, 
w hich is the level above the 
district or trial courts and just 
below  the Supreme Court, 41 
percent of Biden nominees 
have been black. So far, more 
black w omen have been con-
fi rmed to the circuit court 
bench than during all previ-
ous presidencies combined. 
At the district level, Biden 
has nominated people of 
color, LGBTQ+  people, and 
people of diverse faiths, w ho 
are historic fi rsts  on their 
respective courts. N ot only 
that, but we have our fi rst 
black w oman on the Supreme 

ourt, etan i rown ac
son. Her presence inspires 
me every day, even though 
there are many reasons to be 
dissatisfi ed with the ourt s 
far-right majority.

Thanks to President Biden, 
Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer and Senate 
udiciary ommittee hair 

Dick Durbin, the pace of 
nominations and confi rma
tions has been fast – very 
fast. This w as critical, be-
cause during the Trump pres-
idency, the Far Right raced to 
confi rm as many ultracon
servative judges as possible. 
President Biden is beating 
Trump’s pace w ith one of 
the astest confi rmation pro
cesses ever. As I w rite this, 
97  lifetime federal judges 
have been confi rmed in the 
fi rst two years o  iden s 
presidency. Trump had 8 5  in 
his fi rst two years. iden s 
pace is the second fastest in 
a quarter century.

And w hen the Senate re-
turns in anuary, there will 
be a spectacular roster of 
nominees just w aiting for 
the fi nal step in their confi r
mation process: people like 

N ancy Abudu, an advocate 
for voting rights and civil 
rights through her w ork at 
the Southern Poverty Law  
Center and the ACLU;  N a-
tasha Merle, an advocate for 
racial justice at the N AACP 
Legal Defense and Educa-
tional Fund;  Tiffany Cart-
w right, a civil rights litigator 
w hose cases include police 
misconduct  and ulie i el
man, the longtime litigation 
director for the Center for 
Reproductive Rights.

So w hy does all this mat-
ter? It’s not just because 
having people from under-
represented communities 
on our courts is inspiring to 
see and long overdue. Both 
of those things are true. It’s 
because the nominations and 
confi rmations represent the 
administration’s commit-
ment to building fairer courts 
overall. The Biden adminis-
tration is actively seeking out 
judicial nominees w ho w ill 
improve the quality of deci-
sion-making on our courts 
because of the lived experi-
ence they bring. It’s seeking 
people w ho have seen the 
justice system from all sides, 
in their w ork or in life. Peo-
ple w ho are committed to up-
holding rights for everyone, 
not just the w ealthy or privi-
leged. And already, decisions 
by fair-minded Biden nomi-
nees have improved justice 
for many Americans in areas 
like w orkers’ rights and the 
environment.

When w e have fair judges 
and fair courts, our lives 
are dramatically better. Fair 
courts hold police o fi cers 
accountable for brutality. 
Fair courts protect our right 
to vote and strike dow n law s 
aimed at voter suppression. 
Fair courts protect our jobs, 
our air and w ater, and our 
right to health care, includ-
ing abortion care. The list 
goes on and on.

So in addition to celebrat-
ing all the great new  judges 
the Biden administration 
and Senate leadership have 
given us, there’s one more 
thing w e can do. All of us 
can call our senators  o fi ces 
in anuary and encourage 
them to keep up the momen-
tum by confi rming all the 
rest of the president’s judicial 
nominees. It’s an easy w ay to 
make a difference.

As I’m thinking of things 
to be thankful for this holi-
day season, I’m thankful that 
many of our federal courts 
really are changing for the 
better. So many of the rights 
and freedoms w e’ve w orked 
for in the past and w ill w ork 
for in the future depend on 
this progress. We need to 
keep it going.

Ben Jealous serves as 
president of People For the 
American Way and Professor 
of the Practice at the U ni-
versity of Pennsylvania. A 
N ew Y ork Times best-selling 
author, his nex t book “N ever 
Forget O ur People Were Al-
ways Free” will be published 
by Harper Collins in Janu-
ary 20 23.

This holiday 
season, 

judges give us 
something

to celebrate

By James B. Ewers Jr.
President E meritus
Teen Mentoring  C ommittee of O hio

By LaShunda Calvert, Ph.D.
G uest W riter

 By Ben Jealous
People For the American W ay



C LASSIFIED

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
JTRAN BUS STOP SIGN REPLACEMENT 

CITY PROJECT NO. RFP#2022-04  

Sealed bids will be received by the City Council of the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi at the offi ce of the City Clerk, City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, P.O. Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 P.M. CST, Tues-
day, January 10, 2023, for supplying all labor and materials (as specifi ed) 
necessary for JTRAN BUS STOP SIGN REPLACEMENT, REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL (RFP)#2022-04. 

Principal items of work are as follows: 
1. Removal of Signs, including post and footing-I90 each; 
2. Removal of Sign Panels, including hardware-174 SF; 
3. Maintenance of Traffi c; 
4. Mobilization; 
5. Standard Roadside Signs, Sheet Aluminum, 0.080” Thickness-I325 SF 
(INSTALL ONLY); 6. Square Tube Post, 1.75”x 1.75”, 14 GA-6570 LF (IN-
STALL ONLY); 
7. Square Tube Post, 2”x 2”, 12 GA-1767 LF (INSTALL ONLY) 

Signs, fastners, posts, and mounts will be provided to the contractor and 
shall not be included in the bid price. The above general outline of features 
of the work does not in any way limit the responsibility of the Contractor to 
perform all work and furnish all labor and equipment required by the speci-
fi cations and the drawings referred to therein. 

Contract time for this contract shall be 120 consecutive calendar days 
from the effective date shown in the Notice to Proceed. Liquidated dam-
ages will be assessed for each consecutive calendar day the Work has 
not achieved Final Completion. The amount of liquidated damages per day 
will be $500.00 plus any additional actual costs above $500.00 incurred by 
the Owner. These actual costs include, but arc not limited to, engineering, 
inspection, and other construction related costs resulting from the Contrac-
tor’s failure to complete the work on schedule. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting. It is the policy of the City ofJackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunivfor all persons doing business with the City. As 
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit 
a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the 
bid submission, in accordance with the provision of the City of Jackson’s 
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with 
the City’s Executive Order shall disqualify a contractor, bidder, or offeror 
from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City 
of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the Divi-
sion of Equal Business Opportunity at 601-960-1856. Copies of the Execu-
tive Order, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are available 
at 200 South President Street, Suite 223, Jackson, Mississippi. 

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all bidders that in compliance with Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.0 2000d to 2000d-4, 
that all bidders will be afforded fi dl opportunity to submit bids in response to 
this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, 
color, national origin, or sex, in consideration for an award. 

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson’) is committed to culti-
vating and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various pro-
grams, employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all 
persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as 
well as those who seek to contract with the City on various projects and/
or conduct business in the City to assist the City in achieving its goal by 
strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities. 

The City of Jackson ensures that the Disadvantaged Business Enterprises 
(DBEs), as outlined in 49 C.F.R. Part 26, as amended, have the maximum 
opportunity to participate in the performance of contracts. Therefore, it is 
imperative that you read the DBE Section and complete the necessary 
paperwork in its entirety. If there is any evidence or indication that two 
or more bidders are in collusion to restrict competition or are otherwise 
engaged in anti-competitive practices, the submission of all such bidders 
shall be rejected, and such evidence may be cause for disqualifi cation of 
the participants in anyfuture solicitation undertaken by the City of Jackson. 

Bidders must be qualifi ed under Mississippi Law and show current Cer-
tifi cate of Responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Public 
Contractors establishing his classifi cation as to the value and type of con-
struction on which he is authorized to bid. 

Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal forms to be provided, sealed 
in an envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: “Bid for 
JTRAN BUS STOP SIGN REPLACEMENT, REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
(RFP)#2022-04.” Each bidder shall write his Certifi cate of Responsibility 
Number on the outside of the sealed envelope containing his proposal. 

Each Bidder must submit with his proposal a separate attachment stating 
the Bidder’s qualifi cations to perform the Work. The Statement of Qualifi ca-
tions shall list past projects of similar size and nature, a list of references 
with name and telephone number, a list of key personnel who will perform 
the work, and other information supporting the bidder’s qualifi cations. 

Bids, EBO and DBE plans shall be submitted in triplicate (bound/stapled 
separately), sealed and deposited with the City Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, 
Mississippi prior to the hour and date hereinbefore designated. No bidder 
may withdraw his bid within 90 days after the actual date of the opening 
thereof. 

Offi cial Bid Documents, including the Contract Documents and Drawings 
can be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.centralbidding.com. Elec-
tronic Bids may be submitted at www.centralbiddine.com. For any ques-
tions related to the electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding 
at 225-810-4814. 

Awarding public contracts to non-resident Bidders will be on the same ba-
sis as the non-resident bidder’s state awards contracts to Mississippi Con-
tractors bidding under similar circumstances. Current state law, Mississippi 

General Laws of 2010, Chapter 383, section 31-3-21 of the Mississippi 
Code of 1972, as amended, requires a non-resident bidder to attach to the 
bid a copy of the Bidder’s resident state’s current laws pertaining to such 
state’s treatment of nonresident contractors. Non-resident bidders must at-
tach to their bid a copy of any bid preference law of the state, city, county, 
parish, province, nation or political subdivision where they are domiciled. 
If there is no such law where they are domiciled, all non-resident bidders 
shall attach a letter to their bid stating that there is no bid preference law 
where they are domiciled. The bid of any non-resident bidder who fails to 
attach to its bid a copy of its domicile’s bid preference law or a letter stating 
that its domicile has no such bid preference law, whichever is applicable, 
shall be rejected and not considered for award.

Each Bidder must deposit with his bid a Bid Bond or Certifi ed Check in an 
amount equal to fi ve percent (5%) of the bid, payable to the City of Jackson 
as bid security. Bidders shall also submit a current fi nancial 

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson’) is committed to culti-
vating and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various pro-
grams, employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all 
persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as 
well as those who seek to contract with the City on various projects and/
or conduct business in the City to assist the City in achieving its goal by 
strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities. 

The City of Jackson ensures that the Disadvantaged Business Enterprises 
(DBEs), as outlined in 49 C.F.R. Part 26, as amended, have the maximum 
opportunity to participate in the performance of contracts. Therefore, it is 
imperative that you read the DBE Section and complete the necessary 
paperwork in its entirety. If there is any evidence or indication that two 
or more bidders are in collusion to restrict competition or are otherwise 
engaged in anti-competitive practices, the submission of all such bidders 
shall be rejected, and such evidence may be cause for disqualifi cation of 
the participants in anyfuture solicitation undertaken by the City of Jackson. 

Bidders must be qualifi ed under Mississippi Law and show current Cer-
tifi cate of Responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Public 
Contractors establishing his classifi cation as to the value and type of con-
struction on which he is authorized to bid. 

Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal forms to be provided, sealed 
in an envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: “Bid for 
JTRAN BUS STOP SIGN REPLACEMENT, REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
(RFP)#2022-04.” Each bidder shall write his Certifi cate of Responsibility 
Number on the outside of the sealed envelope containing his proposal. 

Each Bidder must submit with his proposal a separate attachment stating 
the Bidder’s qualifi cations to perform the Work. The Statement of Qualifi ca-
tions shall list past projects of similar size and nature, a list of references 
with name and telephone number, a list of key personnel who will perform 
the work, and other information supporting the bidder’s qualifi cations. 

Bids, EBO and DBE plans shall be submitted in triplicate (bound/stapled 
separately), sealed and deposited with the City Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, 
Mississippi prior to the hour and date hereinbefore designated. No bidder 
may withdraw his bid within 90 days after the actual date of the opening 
thereof. 

Offi cial Bid Documents, including the Contract Documents and Drawings 
can be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.centralbidding.com. Elec-
tronic Bids may be submitted at www.centralbiddine.com. For any ques-
tions related to the electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding 
at 225-810-4814. 

Awarding public contracts to non-resident Bidders will be on the same ba-
sis as the non-resident bidder’s state awards contracts to Mississippi Con-
tractors bidding under similar circumstances. Current state law, Mississippi 
General Laws of 2010, Chapter 383, section 31-3-21 of the Mississippi 
Code of 1972, as amended, requires a non-resident bidder to attach to the 
bid a copy of the Bidder’s resident state’s current laws pertaining to such 
state’s treatment of nonresident contractors. Non-resident bidders must at-
tach to their bid a copy of any bid preference law of the state, city, county, 
parish, province, nation or political subdivision where they are domiciled. 
If there is no such law where they are domiciled, all non-resident bidders 
shall attach a letter to their bid stating that there is no bid preference law 
where they are domiciled. The bid of any non-resident bidder who fails to 
attach to its bid a copy of its domicile’s bid preference law or a letter stating 
that its domicile has no such bid preference law, whichever is applicable, 
shall be rejected and not considered for award. 

Each Bidder must deposit with his bid a Bid Bond or Certifi ed Check in an 
amount equal to fi ve percent (5%) of the bid, payable to the City of Jackson 
as bid security. Bidders shall also submit a current fi nancial statement, if 
requested by the City of Jackson. The successful bidder will be required 
to furnish a Payment Bond and Performance Bond each in the amount of 
100% of the contract amount. 

Contract Drawings, Contract Specifi cations, Instructions to Bidders and 
Bidders Proposal forms are on fi le and open to public inspection in the 
Offi ce of Transportation, Department of Planning & Development, City of 
Jackson, Mississippi and the Offi ce of the City Clerk. 

Constructions plans were completed through the Offi ce of Transportation, 
1785 Highway 80 W, Jackson, MS 39204. For technical questions email 
inguice@jacksonms.gov. 

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all Bidders that minority and women 
business enterprises are solicited to bid on these contracts as prime con-
tractors and are encouraged to make inquiries regarding potential subcon-
tracting opportunities, equipment, material and/or supply needs. 

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to 
waive any informalities or irregularities therein. 
Christine Welch, Deputy Director Offi ce of Transportation 

12/8/2022, 12/15/2022, 12/22/2022, 12/29/2022, 1/5/2023

LEGAL

Ad v er tisement f or  RFPS 

RFP 2023-01 JPS Seeks a  Pa r tner  to Su ppor t the Commu nity -Ba sed  
ea r ly  Child hood  Alig nment 

RFP 2023-02 JPS Seeks a  Pool of  Vend or s to Pr ov id e a  Su ite of  
Secu r ity  Eq u ipment/ Su ppor ts 

RFP 2023-03 JPS Seeks a  Vend or (s) to Pr ov id e a  Univ er sa l Scr eener  
a nd  Su pplementa l Sof twa r e 

Electronic RFP proposals for the above RFP will be received by the Board 
of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 
South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevail-
ing Time), January 18, 2023, at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any 
and all RFPs, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any 
RFP if approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date RFPs/ are opened. 

There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Down-
load from Central Bidding website at www.centralbidding.com for a small fee 
of $49.99 or visit JPSD website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us and download. 
Vendors must be registered with Central Bidding in order to electronically 
upload RFPs proposals at no cost. For any questions concerning the process, 
or how to register, please contact Central Bidding at 225-810-4814. 

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. 
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, 
must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, 
MS 39201.

12/22/2022, 12/29/2022

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
BY THE

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
FOR

CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES
IN CONNECTION WITH THE JAN ELEVATOR 

AND ESCALATOR PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE & ON-CALL SERVICES

JMAA PROJECT NO. 005-23

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) is seeking bids for preventive 
maintenance and on-call services in connection with the JAN Escalator and Eleva-
tor Preventive Maintenance & On-Call Services (the “Work”).

Sealed bids to perform the Work will be accepted by JMAA until 4:00 p.m. Central 
Standard Time (CST) on Monday, February 06, 2023 (the “Bid Deadline”).  Bids 
shall be accepted by email, mail, or hand delivery as follows: 

Email:  bids@jmaa.com 
By mail or hand delivery:   JMAA’s Administrative Offi ce, Suite 300
        Main Terminal Building 
        Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport 
        100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208

JMAA will publicly open and read all bids on Monday, February 06, 2023, at 4:05 
p.m. (CST) (the “Bid Opening”), in the Staff Conference Room, Third Floor of the 
Main Terminal Building at JAN. JMAA invites Bidders and their authorized represen-
tatives to be present at the Bid Opening.

Questions and communications regarding the bidding procedure and schedule 
on this project should be directed to:  Marvin Buckhalter, Director of Procurement, 
mbuckhalter@jmaa.com, and 601-664-3516.

The following identifi cation information must be provided with the submission: (i) 
bidder’s company name; (ii) Mississippi Certifi cate of Responsibility Number; and 
(iii) the wording: JAN Escalator and Elevator Preventive Maintenance & On-Call 
Services, Project No. 005-23.”  If the submission is submitted via email, then the 
identifi cation information must be provided in the email subject line.  If the submis-
sion is submitted by hand delivery or mail, then the identifi cation information must 
be marked on the outside or exterior of the bid envelope or container.

JMAA will not consider any submissions, including bid proposals, amendments to 
bids, or requests for withdrawal of bids received, after the Bid Deadline for any 
reason whatsoever.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest successful bidder as determined by JMAA 
in accordance with the criteria set forth in the information for Bidders. Plans and 
specifi cations related to the Work are considered part of the Agreement. Any Ad-
denda issued clarifying and/or changing plans and specifi cations; clarifying and/or 
changing instructions in the Instruction to Bidders; and/or answering questions in re-
lation to the Instructions to Bidders shall become part of the Information for Bidders.

The Information for Bidders and bidding documents for the Work can be found at 
(https://jmaa.com/corporate/partner-with-us/procurement/).  The website will be up-
dated periodically with addenda, reports and other information relevant to submit-
ting a Bid for the Work.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference on Wednesday, January 11, 2023, at 10:00am 
(CST) using the following login information:

Link: https://jmaa.zoom.us/s/95968020095

Meeting ID: 959 6802 0095

Passcode: 520966

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifi cations for the Work by 
Addendum issued before the Bid Deadline; to reject any and all bids; to waive tech-
nicalities in the bid proposals.

JMAA has established a Disadvantage Business Enterprises participation goal of 
13.00% for the Work solicited by this RFB.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
DATE: December 21, 2022 
John Means, Acting Chief Executive Offi cer

12/29/2022
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Ad v er tisement f or  Bid  
Bid  3213 JPS Seeks a  Vend or  to Pr ov id e Clea r  Ba ckpa cks f or  Stu d ents 

Electronic Bid proposals for the above Bid will be received by the Board of Trust-
ees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time), 
January 19, 2023, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and 
read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all Bids, 
to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any Bid if approved for 
forty-fi ve calendar days from the date Bids are opened. 

There are two (2) options in which Bid proposals may be obtained. Download 
from Central Bidding website at www.centralbiddinq.com for a small fee of 
$49.99 or visit JPSD website at www.iackson.k12.ms.us and download. Ven-
dors must be registered with Central Bidding in order to electronically upload 
Bidss proposals at no cost. For any questions concerning the process, or how 
to register, please contact Central Bidding at 225-810-4814. 

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 
9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be 
delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201. 

12/22/2022, 12/29/2022
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Ad v er tisement f or  Bid s 

Sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of Jackson, Mississippi, at 219 S. 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 or at Post Offi ce Box 17, Jackson, 
Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 PM, local time, Tuesday, January 10, 2023, at which 
time they will be publicly opened and read aloud for: 

The demolition and cleaning of Casa Grande Apartments located at 3603 Terry 
Rd and 0 Sykes Rd (Parcels 626-118 and 626-118-1) 

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating 
and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employ-
ment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corporations, 
and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who seek to 
contract with the City on various projects and or conduct business in the City, 
to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for 
employment opportunities. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public 
contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal busi-
ness opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition 
to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and 
signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportu-
nity (EBO) Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s Ordinance shall disqual-
ify a contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For 
more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, 
please contact the Offi ce of Economic Development at 601-960-1055. Copies of 

the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are available 
at 200 South President Street, Room 223, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi. 

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all 
bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invita-
tion and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national 
origin, sex, or disability in consideration for an award. 

Contract Documents may be obtained from and/or examined at the offi ces of the 
Community Improvement Division located at 200 S. President Street, Suite 331, 
Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Telephone 601.960.1054. Prospective bidders may 
obtain copies of all materials required for bidding purposes. There is NO charge 
for electronic or e-mail copies. Offi cial bid documents can be downloaded from 
Central Bidding at www.centralbidding.com. Electronic bids can be submitted 
at www.centralbidding.com. For any questions relating to the electronic bidding 
process, please call Central Bidding at 225-810-4814. 

Bid preparation will be in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders. The City 
reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any and all irregularities 
in respect to any bid submitted or to accept any proposal which is deemed most 
favorable to the City of Jackson. 

Samantha Graves, 
Interim Manager Community Improvement 
Division of Planning and Development

12/22/2022, 12/29/2022
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
JTRAN BUS STOP SIGNAGE 

CITY PROJECT No. RFP#2022-03 

Sealed bids will be received by the City Council of the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi at the office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, P.O. Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 P.M. CST, 
Tuesday, January 10, 2023, for supplying all labor and materials (as 
specified) necessary for JTRAN BUS STOP SIGNAGE, REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL (RFP)#2022-03. 

Principal items of work are as follows: 
1. Standard Roadside Signs, Sheet Aluminum, 0.080” Thickness-1325 
SF; 
2. Square Tube Post, 1.75”x 1.75”, 14 GA-6570 LF; 
3. Square Tubc Post, 2”x 2”, 12 GA-1767 LF 

The above general outline of features of the work does not in any way 
limit the responsibility of the Contractor to perform all work and furnish 
all labor, equipment and materials required by the specifications and the 
drawings referred to therein. 

Contract lime for this contract shall be 120 consecutive calendar days 
from the effective date shown in the Notice to Proceed. Liquidated dam-
ages will be assessed for each consecutive calendar day the Work has 
not achieved Final Completion. The amount of liquidated damages per 
day will be $500.00 plus any additional actual costs above $500.00 in-
curred by the Owner. These actual costs include, but are not limited to, 
engineering, inspection, and other construction related costs resulting 
from the Contractor’s failure to complete the work on schedule. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promotefill and 
equal business opportunivfor all persons doing business with the City. 
As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall 
submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, 
with the bid submission, in accordance with the provision of the City of 
Jackson s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure 
to comply with the City’s Executive Order shall disqualify a contractor, 
bidder, or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract For more in-
formation on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, 
please contact the Division of Equal Business Opportunity at 601-960-
1856. Copies of the Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications and a copy 
of the program are available at 200 South President Street, Suite 223, 
Jackson, Mississippi. 

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.0 2000d to 
2000d-4, that all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids 
in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the 
grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex, in consideration for an 
award. 

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson, is committed to culti-
vating and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various pro-
grams, employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all 
persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as 
well as those who seek to contract with the City on various projects and/
or conduct business in the City to assist the City in achieving its goal by 
strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities. 

The City of Jackson ensures that the Disadvantaged Business Enter-
prises (DBEs), as outlined in 49 C.F.R. Part 26, as amended, have the 
maximum opportunity to participate in the performance of contracts. 
Therefore, it is imperative that you read the DBE Section and complete 
the necessary paperwork in its entirety. if there is any evidence or indica-
tion that two or more bidders are in collusion to restrict competition or 
are otherwise engaged in anti-competitive practices, the submission of 
all such bidders shall be rejected, and such evidence may be cause for 
disqualification of the participants in any future solicitation undertaken by 
the City of Jackson. 

Bidders must be qualified under Mississippi Law and show current Cer-

tificate of Responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Public 
Contractors establishing his classification as to the value and type of 
construction on which he is authorized to bid. 

Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal forms to be provided, sealed 
in an envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: “Bid for 
JTRAN BUS STOP SIGNAGE, REQUEST FOR Fitorositi. (RFP)#2022-
03.” Each bidder shall write his Certificate of Responsibility Number on 
the outside of the sealed envelope containing his proposal. 

Each Bidder must submit with his proposal a separate attachment stat-
ing the Bidder’s qualifications to perform the Work. The Statement of 
Qualifications shall list past projects of similar size and nature, a list of 
references with name and telephone number, a list of key personnel who 
will perform the work, and other information supporting the bidder’s quali-
fications. 

Bids, EBO and DBE plans shall be submitted in triplicate (bound/stapled 
separately), sealed and deposited with the City Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, 
Mississippi prior to the hour and date hereinbcfore designated. No bidder 
may withdraw his bid within 90 days after the actual date of the opening 
thereof. 

Official Bid Documents, including the Contract Documents and Drawings 
can be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.centralbiddin2.com. 
Electronic Bids may be submitted at www.centralbiddine.com. For any 
questions related to the electronic bidding process, please call Central 
Bidding at 225-810-4814. 

Awarding public contracts to non-resident Bidders will be on the same 
basis as the non-resident bidder’s state awards contracts to Mississippi 
Contractors bidding under similar circumstances. Current state law, Mis-
sissippi General Laws of 2010, Chapter 383, section 31-3-21 of the Mis-
sissippi Code of 1972, as amended, requires a non-resident bidder to 
attach to the bid a copy of the Bidder’s resident state’s current laws per-
taining to such state’s treatment of nonresident contractors. Non-resident 
bidders must attach to their bid a copy of any bid preference law of the 
state, city, county, parish, province, nation or political subdivision where 
they are domiciled. If there is no such law where they are domiciled, all 
non-resident bidders shall attach a letter to their bid stating that there 
is no bid preference law where they are domiciled. The bid of any non-
resident bidder who fails to attach to its bid a copy of its domicile’s bid 
preference law or a letter stating that its domicile has no such bid prefer-
ence law, whichever is applicable, shall be rejected and not considered 
for award. 

Each Bidder must deposit with his bid a Bid Bond or Certified Check 
in an amount equal to five percent (5%) of the bid, payable to the City 
ofJackson as bid security. Bidders shall also submit a current financial 
statement, if requested by the City of Jackson. The successful bidder will 
be required to furnish a Payment Bond and Performance Bond each in 
the amount of 100% of the contract amount. 

Contract Drawings, Contract Specifications, Instructions to Bidders and 
Bidders Proposal forms are on file and open to public inspection in the 
Office of Transportation, Department of Planning & Development, City of 
Jackson, Mississippi and the Office of the City Clerk. 

Constructions plans were completed through the Office of Transporta-
tion, 1785 Highway 80 W, Jackson, MS 39204. For technical questions 
email mguice@jacksonms.gov. 

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all Bidders that minority and women 
business enterprises are solicited to bid on these contracts as prime 
contractors and are encouraged to make inquiries regarding potential 
subcontracting opportunities, equipment, material and/or supply needs. 

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to 
waive any informalities or irregularities therein. 

Christine Welch, Deputy Director Office of Transportation 

12/8/2022, 12/15/2022, 12/22/2022, 12/29/2022, 1/5/2023
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PUBLIC NOTICE

THE JACKSON REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY WILL RECEIVE PRO-
POSALS UNTIL 5:00 O’CLOCK P.M., JANUARY 31, 2023, FOR SPACE 
AVAILABLE TO BE LEASED IN THE MUNICIPAL PARKING FACILITY NO. 2 

Proposals to lease space in the Municipal Parking Facility No. 2 will be re-
ceived by the Jackson Redevelopment Authority (the “Authority”) via the on-
line portal only at www.jrams.org, until 5:00 o’clock P.M., January 31, 2023, 
for any space available to be leased in the Municipal Parking Facility No. 2 
(the “Facility”). 

The Municipal Parking Facility No. 2 is located in the City of Jackson, Missis-
sippi, on the south side of Capitol Street, between Congress and President 
Streets, and space available for lease is located on the first oor of the Facil-
ity.

All proposals shall be in accordance with all of the requirements of the Re-
quest for Proposals, copies of which are available for review via the online 
portal only at www.jrams.org. Proposals shall be made by those interested on 
or before 5:00 o’clock P.M., January 31, 2023.  

Thereafter, Notice of Request for Proposals by the Authority to lease any 
remaining available space in the Municipal Parking Facility No. 2 shall be 
published monthly until all space in the Facility is leased, with the last Submis-
sion Deadline being 5:00 p.m. on December 29, 2023.  Interested parties may 
submit proposals to the Authority for any unleased available space pursuant 
to RFP issued and dated December 29, 2022, or subsequently.

Such further information as is available regarding lease space in the Munici-
pal Parking Facility No. 2 may be obtained via the online portal only at www.
jrams.org.

12/29/2022
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ORDINANCE GRANTING ROBERT LEWIS A REZONING FROM R-1 
(SINGLE-FAMILY) RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TO NMU-1 (NEIGHBORHOOD) 
MIXED-USE DISTRICT, PEDESTRIAN ORIENTED FOR THE PROPERTIES 
LOCATED AT 4326 COUNCIL CIRCLE (PARCEL #50-96), 4108 N. STATE ST. 
(PARCEL #50-97) & 4114 N. STATE ST. (PARCEL #50-98) TO ALLOW FOR 
CONSISTENCY WITH THE ZONING IN THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY OF THE 
PROPERTIES AND TO ALLOW FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THREE (3) 
MULTI-FAMILY UNIT BUILDINGS. CASE NO. 4188 

WHEREAS, Robert Lewis has filed a petition to rezone the property located at 
4326 Council Circle (Parcel #50-96), 4108 N. State St. (Parcel #50-97) & 4114 
N. State St. (Parcel #50-98), in the City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds 
County, Mississippi from R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District to NMU-1 (Neigh-
borhood) Mixed-Use District, Pedestrian Oriented to allow for consistency with the 
zoning in the immediate vicinity of the properties and to allow for the construction 
of three (3) multi-family unit buildings; and 

WHEREAS, the Jackson City Planning Board, after holding the required public 
hearing, has offered the recommendation to rezone the properties from R-1 (Sin-
gle-Family) Residential District to NMU 1 (Neighborhood) Mixed-Use District, 
Pedestrian Oriented to allow for consistency with the zoning in the immediate 
vicinity of the properties and to allow for the construction of three (3) multi-family 
unit buildings; and 

WHEREAS, notice was duly and legally given to property owners and interested 
citizens that a meeting of the Council would be held at the City Hall at 2:30 p.m., 
Monday, November 21, 2022 to consider said change based upon the record of 
the case as developed before the Jackson City Planning Board; and 

WHEREAS, it appeared to the satisfaction of the Jackson City Council that notice 
of said petition had been published in the Mississippi Link on October 6, 2022 
and October 20, 2022 that a hearing had been held by the Jackson City Planning 
Board on October 26, 2022, all as provided for by ordinances of the City of Jack-
son and the laws of the State of Mississippi, and that the Jackson City Planning 
Board has offered the recommendation to rezone the above described properties 
from R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District to NMU-1 (Neighborhood) Mixed-
Use District, Pedestrian Oriented to allow for consistency with the zoning in the 
immediate vicinity of the properties and to allow for the construction of three (3) 
multi-family unit buildings; and 

WHEREAS, the Jackson City Council after having considered the matter, is of the 
opinion that such changes would be in keeping with sound land use practice and 
to the best interest of the City and that there has been a substantial change in the 
land use character of the surrounding area that justifies rezoning the properties 
and there is a public need for additional property in that area zoned in accordance 
with the request in said application since any previous Jackson City Council ac-
tion. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI: 

SECTION 1. That the property located in the City of Jackson, First Judicial District 
of Hinds County, Mississippi, more particularly described as follows: 

4114 N. STATE STREET 
INDE ING INSTRUCTIONS: LOT 17, BLK D, CHEROKEE HGHTS SID, HINDS 
CO., MS LOT 17, BLOCK D, CHEROKEE HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION, A SUBDIVI-
SION ACCORDING TO A MAP OR PLANT THEREOF WHICH IS ON FILE AND 
OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS COUN-
TY AT JACKSON, MS, IN PLAT BOOK 3 AT PAGE 48, REFERENCE TO WHICH 
IS HEREBY MADE IN AID OF AND AS A PART OF THIS DESCRIPTION. 

4108 N. STATE STREET  
PART OF LOTS 15 AND 16, BLOCK D, CHEROKEE HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION, 
ACCORDING TO A PLAT ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHANCERY 
CLERK AT JACKSON, HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI IN PLAT BOOK 3 AT 
PAGE 48 BEING MORE PARTICULAR BY METES AND BOUNDS, TO-WIT: 

BEGINNING AT A FOUND IRON MARKING THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF 
AFORESAID LOT 15 AND RUN NORTH 07 DEGREES 27 MINUTES EAST 
ALONG THE WEST LINE OF SAID LOT 15 AND THE EAST RIGHT OF WAY 
LINE OF NORTH STATE STREET 46.1 FEET TO A POINT MARKING THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING OF THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN; THENCE 
CONTINUE NORTH 07 DEGREES 27 MINUTES EAST ALONG THE LAST 
MENTIONED CALL 3.9 FEET TO THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF SAID LOT 
16; THEN ILLEGIBLE) 27 MINUTES EAST AND CONTINUE ALONG THE 
EAST LINE OF NORTH STATE STREET AND THE WEST LINE OF AFORE-
SAID LOT 16 A DISTANCE OF 60 FEET TO THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF 
SAID LOT 16; THENCE SOUTH 88 DEGREES 33 MINUTES EAST ALONG 
THE NORTH LINE OF SAID LOT 16 123.60 FEET TO A POINT, SAID POINT 
BEING 60 FEET WESTERLY OF THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID LOT 
16; THENCE SOUTH 05 DEGREES 52 MINUTES WEST ALONG THE WEST 
LINE OF THAT PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN DEED BOOK 4944 AT PAGE 723 
IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHANCERY CLERK AT JACKSON HINDS COUNTY 
MISSISSIPPI A DISTANCE OF 60 FEET TO THE SOUTH LINE OF AFORESAID 
ILLEGIBLE) . CONTINUE SOUTH 05 DEGREES 52 MINUTES WEST AND 

CONTINUE ALONG SAID WEST LINE 19.3 FEET; THENCE NORTH 79 DE-
GREES 48 MINUTES WEST ALONG A LINE BEING 6 FEET NORTHERLY OF 
PARALLEL WITH A STRUCTURE A DISTANCE OF 90.8; THENCE NORTH 85 
DEGREES 15 MINUTES WEST A DISTANCE OF 34.5 FEET TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING AND CONTAINING 0.2 ACRES, MORE OR LESS. 

4326 COUNCIL CIRCLE 
PART OF LOT 15, BLOCK D, CHEROKEE HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION, ACCORD-
ING TO A PLAT ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHANCERY CLERK AT 
JACKSON, HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI IN PLAT BOOK 3 AT PAGE 48 AND 
BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED BY METES AND BOUNDS, TO-
WIT: 

BEGINNING AT A FOUND IRON PIN, MARKING THE SOUTHWEST CORNER 
OF AFORESAID LOT 15 AND RUN NORTH 07 DEGREES 27 MINUTES EAST, 
ALONG THE WEST LINE OF LOT 15 AND RUN NORTH 07 DEGREES 27 
MINUTES EAST, ALONG THE WEST LINE OF LOT 15 AND THE EAST RIGHT 
OF WAY OF NORTH STATE STREET A DISTANCE OF 46.1 FEET; THENCE 
LEAVING SAID EAST LINE RUN SOUTH 85 DEGREES 15 MINUTES EAST 
34.5 FEET TO A POINT 6 FEET NORTHERLY OF AN E ISTING STRUCTURE; 
THENCE SOUTH 79 DEGREES 48 MINUTES EAST 6 FEET NORTHERLY OF 
AND PARALLEL WITH SAID STRUCTURE 90.8 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 05 
DECREES 52 MINUTES WEST ALONG THE WEST LINE OF THAT PROP-
ERTY DESCRIBED IN DEED BOOK 4944 AT PAGE 723 IN THE OFFICE OF 
THE CHANCERY CLERK AT JACKSON, HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI A DIS-
TANCE OF 49.65 FEET TO A POINT IN THE SOUTH LINE OF AFORESAID 
LOT 15; THENCE NORTH 79 DEGREES 44 MINUTES 58 SECONDS WEST 
ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID LOT 15 AND THE NORTH LINE OF COUN-
CIL CIRCLE A DISTANCE OF 126.7 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING AND 
CONTAINING 0.143 ACRES, MORE OR LESS. 

is hereby modified so as to approve the rezoning of the of the properties located 
at 4326 Council Circle (Parcel #50-96), 4108 N. State St. (Parcel #50-97) & 4114 
N. State St. (Parcel #50-98) to NMU-1 (Neighborhood) Mixed-Use District, Pedes-
trian Oriented to allow for consistency with the zoning in the immediate vicinity of 
the properties and to allow for the construction of three (3) multi-family unit build-
ings. However, that before for any structure is erected or use thereof on the said 
property, the applicant must meet the requirements established through the Site 
Plan Review process. The oning Administrator is ordered to note such change 
on the Official oning Map to the City of Jackson, Mississippi. 

SECTION 2. That the cost of publication of this Ordinance shall be borne by the 
petitioner. 

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after its pas-
sage and after publication of same by the petitioner. 

Council Member Hartley moved adoption; Council Member Lindsay seconded. 
Yeas  Foote, Grizzell, Hartley, Lee and Lindsay. Nays  None Absent  Banks 
and Stokes. 

ATTEST: 
Angela Harris Municipal Clerk 
I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualified Municipal Clerk and lawful custodian 
of records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is 
a true and exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its oning Council 
Meeting November 21, 2022 and recorded in Minute Book “6W, Pgs.325-327”. 

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 21st day of December, 
2022. 

Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk 

12/29/2022



COMPUTER and IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-970-0059 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET). Computer with internet is
required.
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Office
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained,
Certified and ready to work in months!
Call 888-709-3198. (M-F 8am-6pm ET).
Computer with internet is required.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
today with a GENERAC Home Standby
Generator. $0 Money Down plus low
monthly payment options. Request a FREE
QUOTE - Call now before the next power
outage: 1-844-316-8630
THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare
for power outages and power your home.
Full installation services available. $0
Down Financing Option. Request a FREE,
no obligation, quote today. Call 1-844-
355-7099.
TROUBLE HEARING YOUR TV? Try
TV EARS - Voice Clarifying Wireless TV
Speaker. Better than a soundbar and/or
turning the TV volume way up. Special,
limited time $50 off offer. Call TV Ears.
Use code MBSP50. Call 1-833-994-0778

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase. Plus 10% Senior
and Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-
1028
DON’T PAY For Covered Home
Repairs Again! American Residential
Warranty covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE/
$100 OFF POPULAR PLANS. 1-844-406-
1616

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
www.dental50plus.com/mspress #6258
FREE AUTO INSURANCE QUOTES for
uninsured and insured drivers. Let us
show you how much you can save! Call
833-396-2834
SAVE MONEY ON YOUR HEALTH
INSURANCE! Affordable rate on Health
Insurance. Let us show you want you can
save. Call now! 833-983-
3606

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
STATEWIDE for one flat rate. To Order
your statewide ads, call: 601-981-30602

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143
SWITCH AND SAVE UP TO
$250/year on your talk, text and data.
No contract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text with flexible data
plans. Premium nationwide coverage.
100% U.S. based customer service.
Limited time offer - get $50 off on any
new account. Use code GIFT50. For more
information, call 1-844-954-4517

THE COVID CRISIS has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans.
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can
help! Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call 1-
855-657-2412

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY or Appealing a Denied
Claim? Call Bill Gordon and Assoc. Our
case managers simplify the process and
work hard to help with your case. Call 1-
855-746-6457. FREE Consultation. Local
Attorneys Nationwide (Mail: 2420 N. St.
NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.))

Week of December 4, 2022

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

I n s u r a n c e

F o r S a l e

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

H o m e I m p r o v e m e n t

S e r v i c e s - F i n a n c i a l

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE

In 95 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$230
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

SPECIAL OFFER

$50 OFF
Call today!

USE CODE MBSP50

A Better Way 
to Hear TV®

Voice Clarifying Wireless 
TV Speaker™

Works better than 
a Soundbar!
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Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration.  Member of the 
TX & NM Bar Associations.  Mail:  1420 NW St Washington D.C. Office: Broward County Florida.  Services may be provided by 
associated attorneys licensed in other states.

855-589-1054

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS
FOR OVER 25 YEARS!

FIGHTING FOR YOUR

You Could Be Eligible To Receive:

Steady monthly income
depending on your 
paid in amount

A lump sum payment 
of benefits owed 
from back-pay

Annual cost of 
living increases

$

Need Help Getting
Social Security
Disability Benefits?
We Can Help!

• We simplify the process & strive 
   for quick claim approval

• Starting the process is easy and 
  takes only minutes to complete

We Can Help!

Helping thousands get the benefits they deserve
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REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 316-8630

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!
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Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

©  Feature Ex change

Sudoku Solution

©  Feature Ex change
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 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3 118  Liv ing st o n R o a d
CASH & CARRY
C a pit o l St r eet   a nd Mo num ent  St r eet
CITY HALL
219  S Pr esident  St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
26 5 9  Liv ing st o n R o a d
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 9 5 7 N o r t hv iew  D r  ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
203 0 N  Siw ell R d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
43 3 1 H ig hw a y  8 0W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5 9 9 0 Medg a r  E v er s B lv d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 C a pit o l St  ( D o w nt o w n J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 04 B r ia r w o o d D r
DOLLAR GENERAL 
28 5 5  Mc D o w ell R d
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Ter r y  R d
J & A FUEL STORES
3 249  Medg a r  E v er s  B lv d.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
23 25  Liv ing st o n R d.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
N o r t hside D r iv e
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
6 5 3  D uling  A v enue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
J a c kso n Medic a l Ma ll 
3 5 0 W  W o o dr o w  W ilso n A v enue
SHELL FOOD MART
5 49 2 W a t kins D r iv e

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6 3 9 4 R idg ew o o d R d ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Ter r y  R d ( So ut h J a c kso n)
WALGREENS 
3 8 0 W .  W o o dr o w  W ilso n A v e

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - anton, MS
B & B
702 est orth Street - anton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 orth Liberty - anton, MS
BULLY’S STORE

hurch Street - anton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - anton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther ing Drive - anton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - anton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 hurch Street - anton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 est Fulton Street - anton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - anton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - anton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 estside Drive - anton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125  Sw ing ing  B r idg e  D r .
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5 777 Ter r y  R o a d
CITY HALL
Ter r y   R o a d

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - linton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
a t  E x it  78
CITY HALL 
W est   C unning ha m   A v enue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
5 05  E .  Ma in St r eet
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port ibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 . Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 . ourt Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 ourtyard S uare, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi H w y  18
PITT STOP 
101 H w y  18  &  27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL



On Wednesday, December 21, Jack-
son Public Schools recognized team 
members throughout the District. JPS 
Superintendent Dr. Errick L. Greene 
personally honored fi ve outstanding in
dividuals or their contributions as de
scribed below.

Administrator of the Year – Delacy 
Bridges, McLeod Elementary

ridges currently serves as principal 
o  c eod Elementary chool. rior 
to her transition to c eod, she served 
as principal o  ester Elementary rom 
2014-2022, and consistently worked 
to improve ester s accountability rat
ing rom low per orming to  status in 

1 1  and  status rom 1 . 
n , ester was ran ed as the fi th 

highest per orming school in the state o  
ississippi by the ississippi epart

ment o  Education.
Bridges began her career in education 

with Jackson Public Schools at Brad-
ley Elementary School as a 4th and 5th 
grade teacher and later served as librar
ian and literacy coach. he also served 
on radley s eadership Team and was 
instrumental in assisting with improv
ing their rating rom low per orming to 
success ul. he continued her career at 
Key Elementary School, where she was 
a literacy coach and interventionist as 
she continued wor ing to help improve 

ey s accountability rating to  status. 
ver the span o  her career, she has also 

served as an academic tutor, member 
o  the district s urriculum evision 
Team, and on various committees. e
ing principal at c eod Elementary 
continues to be a supreme oy or her as 
she wor s to ma e every scholar a suc
cess story.

ridges  has demonstrated exten
sive involvement and contributions to 
her school community. She has created 
community partnerships with Better 

en s ociety, hrist nited ethod
ist hurch, alvation rmy, and student 
volunteers rom ac son rep. he also 
created a parent volunteer committee 
where they provide resources and a 
presence within the building. he devel
oped a partnership with sta  members 
o  the agriculture, biology, and chemis
try departments at lcorn tate niver
sity to conduct TE  activities onsite 
or 3rd th grade scholars.

ridges has served as a division  
principal coach or  years. he provides 
coaching and support to principals that 
ocus on instructional leadership, school 

culture, data analysis and data driven 
decision-making, and community and 
amily engagement through site visits, 

providing real time eedbac , and col
laborative wal throughs. he is also 
responsible or providing pro essional 
development or assistant principals.

Lynsey M. McQueen, Teacher of 
the Year

ynsey . c ueen teaches third 
grade at Dawson Elementary. Since her 
tenure at Dawson, which began in 2014.

c ueen has continuously shown 
her passion and dedication to teaching 
and serving her community, especially 
youth.  erving as team lead or several 
years in 3rd, th, and th grades, she has 
aided in improving academic achieve
ment and growth.

an ing within the top 1  elemen
tary teachers or profi ciency in reading, 
mathematics, and science, c ueen s 
e ective instructional strategies have 
played a vital role in awson achieving 
and maintaining its   rating.

he graduated rom ac son tate 
niversity in 13 with a . . in iolo

gy and decided to ollow one o  her li e
long dreams and become a teacher. In 

1, c ueen urthered her education 
by earning a . . in iological cienc
es. She is currently pursuing her doctor-
al degree in public health and master s 
degree in curriculum and instruction

er true dedication and love or  
is shown through her sel  ess acts and 
daily per ormance. lways boasting 
about being a product o  thee , she 
wor s tirelessly in building positive re
lationships and maintaining a positive 
and respect ul culture. 

Parent of the Year – Dr. Kerry 
Johnson, Smith Elementary

Dr. Kerry Johnson is a psychothera-
pist with a license in pro essional coun
seling. he is a native ississippian 
who relishes the opportunity to work as 
a community provider.

Dr. Johnson is a proud Jackson Public 
School District graduate and credits her 

strong oundation to . . mith Ele
mentary chool. he received her bach
elor s degree rom Tougaloo ollege 
and completed her education at Forrest 
nstitute o  ro essional sychology in 
pringfi eld, issouri. 

r. ohnson has a wealth o  experi
ence working as a practitioner with cou-
ples and amilies rom the mountains o  

issouri to the cotton fi elds o  issis
sippi. he has developed speciali ations 
in military culture and cultural sensitiv
ity during this time. Her therapeutic ap-
proach stems rom extensive training in 
systemic and solution ocused therapy. 

r. ohnson has also served as a psy
chotherapist or pen rms ealth
care enter, the fi rst T ocused 
healthcare clinic in ississippi. n 1 , 

erry opened erry ohnson ehavior
al ealth in the historic ac son edi
cal all. s she develops and grows, 
Johnson takes delight in contributing to 
and working in the community.

District Leader of the Year – 
LaToya Blackshear, Central Offi ce

aToya lac shear is the director o  
planning and evaluation in the fi ce 
o  ata and ccountability. The goal 
o  this o fi ce is to guide, support, and 
develop school based capacity to use in

ormation rom data tools and systems 
to in orm school planning and decision
making. In her current role, she super-
vises, analy es, and interprets state and 
ederal accountability data and reports.

Blackshear is a career educator and 
advocate o  uality education or all 
students. he has dedicated her li e to 
serving od and others. he has wor ed 
or ac son ublic chool istrict or 

22 years, starting as an elementary and 
middle school teacher, then continuing 
on to serve as an assistant principal, 
principal, assessment specialist, and 
program implementation specialist. She 
also served as an educator in residence 
at the ississippi epartment o  Educa
tion, where she was the program coor-
dinator or ississippi 3 ssessment 

upport ystem .
In addition to being recognized as the 
istrict eader o  the ear, lac shear 

has also been selected to serve on the 
ississippi epartment o  Education s 

E  3 ccountability Tas  orce 
T . 
he holds a achelor o  cience in 

education rom ac son tate niver
sity and a aster o  cience degree in 
educational leadership rom ississippi 

ollege. he is married to emetrius 

lac shear and they have two sons, 
avin and raylon.
District Support Staff of the Year 

– Dr. Shevonne McDuffy-Oatis, Cen-
tral Offi ce

hevonne oretta c u y atis, 
also nown as c , has been an educa
tor in the Jackson Public School District 
since 2000. She completed her student 
teaching at lausell Elementary and 

rin ley iddle chool. he accepted 
a ob at alton and was there or 1  
years. he served as third grade teacher, 
literacy coach, and interventionist. n 

1 , she moved to  entral fi ce, 
where she has served in the capacity 
as district lead interventionist and cur
rently as program implementation man-
ager. lthough she wor s in the fi ce 
o  chool upport, she prides hersel  
on being cross unctional. tentimes, 
you may see her assisting in the fi ce 
o  Teaching and earning, limate and 

ellness, ummer eading, nstruc
tional Technology, ublic Engagement, 
and the arent enter. 

c  is rom hicago, but moved to 
olumbia,  in the ninth grade, where 

she graduated rom East arion igh 
chool. he received her achelor s and 
aster s degree in elementary educa

tion rom ac son tate niversity. he 
received her pecialist s and octorate 
in educational leadership rom issis
sippi ollege, where she serves as an ad
unct pro essor in the doctoral program. 

She is married to Jamie Oatis, and 
they have three children  amieya, 
amondre, and ay ohn. c  stated 

she d li e to dedicate her award to the 
late Barbara A. Baker. 

About the awards: In keeping with 
their commitment to cultivating a com
munity o  accountability and excel
lence, Jackson Public Schools annually 
recognizes team members who make 
outstanding contributions toward their 
mission o  developing scholars  success 
and achievement through world class 
learning experiences.

While their program honors one in-
dividual in each category, the istrict 
acknowledges that these awards are 
representative o  many individuals 
throughout the District who makes a 
di erence in the development o  young 
people.

E T

Dr. Shevonne McDuffy-Oatis Latoya BlackshearDelacy Bridges Lynsey McQueen

Johnson accepted award virtually.

Nissan believes in 
the power of education.

W e a r e pr o ud 
suppo r t er s o f  
st udent s a nd 
educ a t o r s 
ev er y w her e.
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Jackson Public Schools 
recognizes excellence in JPS
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BOOK REVIEW:
TRAUMA, TRESSES & TRUTH:
UNTANGLING OUR HAIR THROUGH 
PERSONAL NARRATIVES
BY LYZETTE WANZER
C.2023, LAWRENCE HILL BOOKS
$19.99 • 255 PAGES

Y our application was accept-
ed. T he phone intervi ew went 
well;  the person you spoke with 
seemed impressed with your 
credentials, your education and 
ex perience.

Y ou laughed at the same 
j okes. Knew some of  the same 
industry people. At the in-person 
intervi ew, they told you that the 
j ob was yours – if  you’ d change 
one thing. “ T rauma, T resses &  
T ruth,”  edited by Lyzette Wan-
zer, combs through this irrita-
tion.

N early f our years ago, then-
senator Holly M itchell of  C ali-
f ornia wrote and sponsored what 
she called the C R OWN  Act, 
which prohibits discrimination 
based on hair style and text ure. 
T hat summer, C alif ornia passed 
the law and since then, other 
states and municipalities have  
f ollowed suit. And yet, hassles 
happen on behalf  of  hair.

In times of  slave ry, hair was 
hidden to “ restrict the appear-
ance”  of  marketable women 
and to enf orce conf ormity, and 
pref erence was give n to slave s 
that had straighter hair and 

lighter skin. A century ago, ad-
ve rtisements f or “ hair dressing”  
promised to tame “ kinky, snarly, 
ugly”  hair. T he ava ilability of  
M adame C .J. Walker’ s products 
showed that “ Black women... 
ta e their  nappy hair and fi g
ure it out.”

Sometimes, though, it f eels 
like “ the Black body is a war zone 
and the Black skull, the helmet.”  
It happens to men, when people 
q uestion their braids in prof es-
sional settings, or they stereotype 
men with locs. It happens when a 
white person touches your hair or 
ev en asks to touch it. Worst of  all, 

pelo malo ( bad hair)  are words 
that f ollow babies and small chil-
dren who are too young to shout 
the word “ no”  or to choose f or 
themselv es.

As f or work, says one essay-
ist,  1  study confi rms that 
black women f ace bias in the 
workplace when wearing natural 
hairstyles.”  It might happen with 
lowered tips at a restaurant j ob, 
a lack of  promotion or a raise, or 
the loss of  a j ob altogether – and 
f or what?  Says another essayist, 
“ M y hair doesn’ t do my j ob. I 
do.”

 uic   ip through Trau

ma, T resses &  T ruth”  suggests 
that this book isn’ t going to tell 
you anything that’ s new. It is, 
in f act, qui te a bit of  preaching 
to the choir, since most people 
who will pick it up are livi ng it. 
And yet, there’ s appeal in these 
pages, and support, as though 
you’ ve  j ust entered a town hall 
meeting f or black women’ s hair.

While it’ s a f act that men are 
slightly represented in this book, 
the essayists that editor Lyzette 
Wanzer has pulled together are 
mostly black and Puerto R ican 
women who write about ear-
lier hairstyles in a manner that 

can make you sit back, sigh in 
remembered happiness, and let 
your shoulders relax. It’ s not 
all good, though:  some essay-
ists recall tender-headed pain, 
Jheri curl messes, and embar-
rassment f rom long ago or last 
week. T hese memories, these 
exa sperations, serve  to weave  
camaraderie into each tale.

C learly, this is a book f or 
women but black men may like-
wise fi nd words that ll ma e 
sense to them, too.

If  you’ re tired of  hair harass-
ment, read “ T rauma, T resses &  
T ruth.”  It’ ll make your toes curl.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
C olumnist
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WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON’ S SOUL, 
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN 
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE 
VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC 
ADULTS WANT TO HEAR!  



SPOR T S
www.themississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 15DECEMBER 29, 2022 - JANUARY 4, 2023

Highlights of the 2022 Celebration Bowl 
JSU vs. NC Central  •  Mercedes-Benz Stadium  •  Atlanta, GA  •  December 17, 2022

Photos by Jay Johnson

JSU and NC fans from across the nation packed the 
stadium for the Celebration Bowl in Coach Deion Sanders’ 
fi nale as hea  coach o  the Jackson tate ni ersity igers  

 entral beat J   in o erti e
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FRONT PAGE REVIEW 2022

As The Mississippi Link closes 
out publication year 2022, we 
want to share some of our front 
page covers from throughout 

the year to remind you that we 
are a community newspaper 
that publishes what goes on 
in our community each week 

as well as what goes on in the 
state and nation.

Inside our publication we enjoy 
sharing with our readers on 
a weekly basis health tips, 

religion, thoughts and opinions 
of individuals that care about 

the world in which we live, and 
the positive accomplishments of 

students and educators.

We look forward to a new year 
of coverage.

Happy New Year from The 
Mississippi Link family!

In honor of  V eteran’ s Day 
this year, The Mississippi 
Link shines its light on nativ e 
Jacksonian, Boatswain’ s M ate 

econd lass etty fi cer 
M arsey R andall, U S N av y. 
R andall was born in Jackson, 
raised in Pearl, and came f rom 
a military amily where fi ve 
cousins and an uncle serv ed 
in the N av y, and another uncle 
in the Army. At one point all 
eight were on activ e duty at the 
same time. 

She went on to serv e nearly 
six teen years both activ e-duty 
and reserv e time. Her story 
is inspiring and a pleasure to 
spotlight f or our readers.

She was a member of  the 
very fi rst eserve fi cer 
T raining C orp ( R OT C )  class 
at Pearl High School in 19 8 6 , 
then j oined the N av y in 19 9 0, 
and remained on activ e duty 
or our years. er fi rst duty 

station was in R oosev elt 
R oads, Puerto R ico, serv ing 
in the Signalman rating, which 
later merged with Q uartermas-
ter, and ultimately to Boat-
swain’ s M ate.

N av al Station R oosev elt 
R oads closed in 2004, af ter a 
long history which was ulti-
mately in  uenced by lethal in
cidents at the live fi ring range 
at V ieq ues Island, only 14 
miles f rom “ N AV ST A R osey 
R oads”  as it was ref erred to 
during R andall’ s tenure.

She serv ed as a deck seaman 
on tugboats escorting ships in 

and out of  port, and f errying 
passengers;  including distin-
guished v isitors ( V IP’ s) . R uns 
back and f orth to V ieq ues Is-
land were common.

She then transf erred to 
U SN S Guadalupe ( T AO 200) , 
a West C oast underway replen-
ishment oiler, and serv ed out 
her enlistment there.

Sev en years af ter her enlist-
ment ended, she j oined the N a-
v al R eserv es in October 2001, 
and was attached to N av y 
Operational Support C enter 
( N OSC )  M eridian and would 
of ten drill in Gulf port. V ery in-
teresting timing f or sure. T hat 
was j ust a month af ter the Sep-
tember 11, 2001, attacks on 
the U nited States of  America, 
where j ust under 3 ,000 died on 
American soil as a result.

etty fi cer andall 
doesn’ t f ully attribute her 
choice to wear the military 
unif orm once again to the at-
tacks, “ But I was at a time in 
my lif e where I wanted more 

Sometimes in lif e we are 
conf ronted with interesting 
q uestions. M any times, these 
q uestions become opportuni-
ties f or growth and ultimately, 
f or change. Why does it seem 
that whatev er growth is made 
by many white people here in 
M ississippi, it so of ten has to 
come at the ex pense of  black 
people.

Hav ing good intentions is 
not a pass f or bad behav ior. 
C laiming that’ s not what is in 
my heart, f ollowing an insen-
sitiv e racial slur, is not absolu-
tion. In 2022, not being able 
to hav e awareness of  racial 
insults and bias is ev idence of  
ignorance. In 2022 you hav e to 
work hard to remain ignorant. 
It’ s simplistic to hav e to say, 
but we don’ t look down on, 
f eel superior to, or of f end peo-
ple that we care about –  people 
that we hold in positiv e regard.

N ot only in the Deep South, 
but certainly with its sizzling 
history of  racism and oppres-
sion, large swaths of  white 
people still don’ t v iew non-
white people as human beings 
–  worthy of  respect. Do these 
white people know that it hurts 
people of  other races, and es-
pecially black people?  What 
do you think, do they?

T his hurtf ul behav ior ap-
plies across the spectrum, 
f rom micro-aggressions like 
gaw ing and artifi cial compli
ments, to racial slurs and ste-
reotypes, to of f -handed slights, 
semi-cloaked but that are q uite 
v isible.

“ I’ v e got to tell you;  it is a 
great day to be in Hattiesburg. 
It’ s also, as always, a great day 
to not be in Jackson,”  spoken 
by the Gov ernor of  M issis-
sippi September 16 , 2022, 
per WAPT  reporting. Despite 
claiming to gov ern f or all M is-
sissippians, it’ s no mystery 
how he f eels about black peo-
ple who make up nearly 40%  
of  the state and 8 4%  of  the 
population of  Jackson.

C onf ederate M emorial Day 
is o fi cially recogni ed in is
sissippi, but not Black His-
tory M onth. T he thinking, the 
mindset that allows that to go 
on keeps M ississippi a bottom-
dweller –  last in most ev ery 
ranking av ailable. It seems 
like most of  the state doesn’ t 
really care though –  so long 
as Af rican Americans are kept 
f rom adv ancement. It must be 
acceptable to the v astly white 
conserv ativ e C hristian popu-
lation, otherwise they would 
see the harm continuing to be 

T he women of  C ollege Hill 
lead the church serv ice Sunday 
as they celebrated their 7 2nd 
Annual Women’ s Day serv ice 
beginning at 10 a.m. T he theme 
f or the occasion  was “ C hris-
tian Women R emain Steadf ast, 
U nmov able, Abounding in the 
Work of  the Lord.”  T he guest 
speaker f or the occasion was 
Dr. C armen J. Walters, presi-
dent of  T ougaloo C ollege. T he 
Women’ s Day chair was Dea-
coness Debra M cGee.

T he tone was set as the Wom-
en’ s Day choir marched down 
the aisle into the choir stand 
singing “ I Just Want to Say 
T hanks.”  T here were smiles, 
claps and nods as the congrega-
tion stood and patted their f eet 
to the beat of  the music.

It was Women’ s Day, and it 
seemed as though men were not 
allowed to sit in the pulpit. Pas-
tor C hauncy L. Jordan Sr. and 
R ev . C alv in Peoples seemed 
q uite content sitting on the 
f ront row of  the right side pews.

Women lead the serv ice f rom 

beginning to end, with one ex -
ception, the inv itation to dis-
cipleship. First Lady Lashanda 
Jordan presided ov er the ser-
v ice. T he call to worship was 
ex tended by Jeraldine Watts, 
scripture read by Bobbie Lowe, 
opening prayer by Latasha 

C lark, each normally led by 
clergy and deacons.

Prior to the message, a sur-
prise presentation and tribute 
was presented by Women’ s Day 
co-chair Shirley Dav is. T he 
Women’ s Day C ommittee had 
selected M alena Winf rey Dow 

as Woman of  the Y ear. It was 
a total surprise to Dow. T he 
church gav e her a standing ov a-
tion as a sign of  total agreement 
and appreciation.

Dav is was emotional in de-

Authorities hav e arrested a 
suspect in connection with sev en 
fi res that were set in est ac son 

ovember . Each fi re was set in 
close prox imity to Jackson State 
U niv ersity, two of  which are pre-
dominately black churches. 

Greater Bethlehem T emple 
C hurch, located at 1505 R obinson 
R oad, was one of  the churches set 
afi re. The pastor is ev. obert 
Fortson.

Epiphany Lutheran C hurch lo-
cated at 123 0 Isiah M ontgomery 
Street was destroyed. R ev . R ay-
mond Gage is pastor of  the 8 5-
year old church. He was seen sit-
ting outside the church with other 
members as fi re fi ghters ought the 
blaze.

Af ter a search that lasted sev eral 
hours, the Hinds C ounty Sherif f ’ s 

fi ce announced Tuesday a ter
noon that they had arrested 23  year 
old Dev in M cLaurin in connection 
with the arsons.

Just hours prior to setting the 
structures on fi re, c aurin was 
caught on surv eillance v ideo try-
ing sev eral times to kick in a 
glass door at C ollege Hill Bap-
tist C hurch. When unable to kick 
the door in, he was seen walking 
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Dr. Carmen J. Walters speaking at College Hill’s Women’s Day Service       PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

Epiphany Lutheran Church seen burning                                                  PHOTOS BY CHRISTOPHER YOUNG

The blaze destroyed Epiphany Church on Nov. 8.
Arson
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rson suspect arrested for settin   fi res 
in West Jackson – also caught on camera 

breaking glass at College Hill Church

Carmen J. Walters, Ph.D 
speaks at Women’s Day 

celebration
College Hill honors Malena W. Dow as Woman of the Year
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Veteran Spotlight – 
Marsey Randall 

At the expense
of black people

By Christopher Young 
C ontrib uting  W riter

By Christopher Young 
C ontrib uting  W riter

 By Jackie Hampton
Pub lisher

 By Jackie Hampton
Pub lisher

Randall

HAPPY VETERAN’S DAY. WE SALUTE YOU.

“ What does it mean to be 
f ree? ”  [ Sybil]  Fox  R ich asked. 
“ It wasn’ t until I became a 
slav e again that I understood.”  
“ If  you know anybody black, 
you’ v e got to tell them that sta-
tistics and studies hav e prov en 
that when people of  color go 
bef ore the criminal j ustice sys-
tem, they do not receiv e the 
same j ustice that is giv en to 
people who hav e committed 
the same of f enses that are of  
dif f erent race,”  

T wo f ormer bank rob-
bers, af f ectionately known 
as “ Fox andR ob”  walked into 
First U nited Bank in down-
town Dallas dressed in all 
white June 17 , 2022 and deliv -
ered the most powerf ul speech 
on what it means to be f ree.

If  you don’ t know their 
“ lov e story,”  which includes 
ov er two decades of  incarcera-
tion to clemency, check out 
the Amazon Original, multi-
award winning “ T ime”  docu-
mentary. T hey plan to release 
an ex pansiv e book with more 
details in 2023 .

T he N ew Orleans based 
couple, Sibil Fox  and R obert 

ichardson were fi rst intro
duced to attendees waiting in 
the First U nited Bank lobby 
f or the soul f ood inspired 
lunch catered by C reations by 
Daj ae to be serv ed. Fox , who 
pre ers ox ich, confi rmed 
with T ex as M etro N ews that 
Fox andR ob is “ a-n-d”  not an 
ampersand placed together 
with no spaces because they 
are “ nev er getting away f rom 
each other.”

T hey spoke passionately 
about the success of  Af rican-
American f amilies that so 
many do not see and their ad-
miration f or j ournalists who 
tell the stories.

Ev eryone settled in their 
seats which all included a 
Juneteenth “ church f an,”  in-
f ormation cards about the 
national holiday also known 
as Freedom Day which com-
memorates the emancipation 
of  enslav ed black Ameri-

cans ( two-years delayed in 
the south , and the o fi cial 
WhoHQ  book, “ What Is June-
teenth? ”

T he program was progress-
ing.

T hen, the boom happened.
T he high school sweethearts 

who’ v e known each other f or 
3 5 years and hav e been mar-
ried f or 25 years captiv ated the 
attention of  all in the room.

R ob R ich, who called their 
v isit a “ crusade,”  introduced 
his wif e and literal partner in 
crime, giv ing adoration f or 
her commitment to him af ter 
her own release f rom prison 
that led to Louisiana Gov ernor 
John Bel Edwards granting 
him clemency in 2018 .

“ T he star of  “ T ime”  is 
none other than Fox  R ich,”  
R ob R ich said. “ Fox  R ich is 
a mother of  six  outstanding 
sons;  sons that I’ m glad to 
hav e gone half  with her on.”

Drawing laughter f rom the 
crowd, he continued.

“ She is a published author, 
a cultural prov ocateur, and ac-
cording to Historically Black 
C olleges and U niv ersity stu-
dents, she was considered the 
most realest speaker of  the 
21st century.”

R ob R ich also said that 
in 2021, the C ritics’  C hoice 
Awards considered Fox  R ich 
the most compelling subj ect of  
a documentary or fi lm.

“ She is by f ar the most dy-
namic person that I’ v e ev er 
met in my lif e,”  he said.

With the audience gathered 
in the room and others j oin-
ing v irtually f rom First U nited 
Bank branches throughout 
T ex as and Oklahoma, R ob 
R ich encouraged a big T ex as 
round of  applause as Fox  R ich 
made her way to the micro-
phone.

With her strong v oice and 
personality, the Grambling 
State U niv ersity graduate who 
holds a Bachelor of  Science 
degree and master’ s degree in 
public administration schooled 
the crowd on social inj ustices 
and the innate will to fi ght or 
Af rican Americans who break 

A N ew Day C oalition f or Eq uity 
and Black America ( AN C EBA)  is 
a non profi t organi ation whose 
mission is to “ harness”  the col-
lective experience, in  uences and 
power of  the black clergy nation-
wide to improv e the liv es of  black 
citizens.”

E  held its fi rst annual 
summit July 21-22 at the JSU  E-
C enter conv ention hall located on 
R aymond R oad in Jackson. T he 
two day conf erence was held f rom 
8  a.m.-5 p.m. each day.

Facilitators and panelists that 
are experts in various fi elds came 
f rom v arious parts of  the country 
to prov ide inf ormation and discuss 
solutions f or improv ing the liv es 
of  black citizens that hav e suf f ered 
throughout the years and continue 
to suf f er as a result of  the many 
disparities that continue to ex ist in 

black communities.
Pastor Hosea Hines, pastor of  

C hrist T abernacle C hurch, is the 
national leader of  AN C EBA. He 
and his church staf f  hosted the 
two-day ev ent which included 
topics on economic dev elopment, 
af f ordable housing, education 
disparities, healthcare disparities, 
criminal j ustice ref orm and v oting 
rights.  

uring a de briefi ng o  the event 
on M onday Hines was v ery elated 
to learn that ov er 3 ,000 indiv idu-
als tuned in v irtually f or the ev ent. 
T here were ov er 6 0 in person par-
ticipants on day one and ov er 100 
in-person participants on day two, 
including ov er 40 law enf orcement 
personnel and two district attor-
neys present to hear f ormer Jack-
son Police C hief  R obert M oore f a-
cilitate a discussion on “ C riminal 
Justice.”  M oore currently liv es in 

pringfi eld, . 

V irtual panelists across the na-
tion participated in this discussion 
as well.

Hines, in a phone interv iew with 
The Mississippi Link stated he was 
v ery pleased with AN C EBA’ S 
summit. He said, “ AN C EBA is a 
great organization that stands f or 

Jesus and j ustice. What an honor 
it was to host our fi rst annual 
summit at the e-center of  Jackson 
State U niv ersity. T here were great 
scholars and consultants who pre-
sented great solutions to meet the 

Jackson M ayor C hokwe Antar 
Lumumba takes a lot of  heat ev en 
when the real f eel temperature 
is not ov er 100 degrees outside. 
Some of  that naturally comes with 
the position, being the top elected 
o fi cial, and surely that s true or 
any mayor. Whenev er there is 
trouble, the people want answers 
f rom the top. 

He is clear-eyed about Jack-
son’ s history and it’ s present. 
T ransf ormation is the only way 
f or this city to surv iv e, and that is 
what he is about. N one of  this is 
to say that past mayors were not 
ef f ectiv e. T rouble is, it takes a 
lot to ov ercome the oppression –  
the baked-in Jackson-hating that 
continues to grow as our Af rican 
American population continues to 
grow. White power brokers still 
pull a disproportionate number of  
the lev ers.

T his all got started in M arch 
2021, sev en months bef ore the 
contract with Waste M anagement 
of  M ississippi, Inc. was due to ex -
pire. T he city released a R eq uest 
f or Proposal ( R FP)  and receiv ed 
three bids:  Waste M anagement, 
FC C  Env ironmental Serv ices, 

LLC , and R ichard’ s Disposal. 
Af ter rev iew by a city ev aluation 
committee, they recommended 
FC C , who was in turn recom-
mended to the city council by 
M ayor Lumumba. M inutes f rom 
the August 9 , 2021 special meet-
ing rev eal that the motion f ailed 
3 -4, with council members Banks, 
Foote, Hartley and Stokes against 
and council members Lindsay, 
Lee and Grizzell in f av or. It was 
noted that council member Stokes 
j oined the meeting during the dis-
cussion.

T en days later, on August 19 , 
2021, another meeting to consider 
a rev ised price list f rom FC C , yet 
the v ote that ensued was identical 
to the fi rst one on ugust 9. o, 
with no agreement between the 
maj ority of  council and the may-
or, on September 17  the mayor 
issued an ex ecutiv e order inv ok-
ing a local emergency f or the 
C ity of  Jackson and the city was 
entering into a temporary contract 
with what was later learned was a 
newly f ormed and predominantly 
local group led by Dwayne Pick-
ett and Socrates Garrett f or trash 
collection. At a special council 
meeting on September 22, 2021 
the council v ote to rescind that 

declaration of  local emergency 
with a 4-2-1 v ote:  Banks, Foote, 
Hartley, Lindsay in f av or, Lee and 
Grizzell v oted against, and Stokes 
was absent.

Fiv e days later the council re-
v ersed course, and they them-
selv es declared that a local emer-
gency does now ex ist, with the 
v ote being the same as on Sep-
tember 22 when they said a local 
emergency did not ex ist. At a Sep-
tember 27 , 2021 council meeting, 
a motion claiming that the mayor 
had abdicated his responsibilities 
and that time was short bef ore the 
contract with Waste M anagement 
ex pired, and appeared to want to 
ex tend that contract, but apparent-
ly under legal adv ice, both Lind-
say who made the motion, and 
Foote who had seconded, with-
drew their motion and second. 
( T his is where the lawsuits began 
in earnest, and are continuing re-
lating to what authority the mayor 
has, what authority the council 
has, can a N o v ote be v etoed, and 
R ichard’ s Disposal now suing to 
get paid.)

o the council did fi le suit 
against the mayor, but then at 
their meeting three days later on 
September 3 0, 2021, a motion 

was made combining sev eral 
things:  the council agreed to dis-
miss the pending litigation with 
prej udice, attempt to resolv e their 
dif f erences with the mayor and 
agreed to enter into a six  month 
emergency contract with Waste 
M anagement, to which all council 
members v oted to approv e. Other 
motions to rescind the local emer-
gency declared by the council and 
to approv e resolution of  pending 
litigation were approv ed by six  
members with Stokes abstaining.

On January 4, 2022 at a coun-
cil meeting, the bids f rom a new 
R FP that had been issued in Octo-
ber and responded to by the same 
three companies, was the topic. 
T he bids had been rev iewed by 
the ev aluation committee blindly, 
and then presented to the council 
blindly as well. A total of  f our op-
tions ex isted:  1)  once per week 
without a cart, 2)  twice per week 
without a cart, 3 )  once per week 
with a cart, 4)  twice per week 
with a cart. Banks motioned f or 
an amendment to strike through 
options 1 and 3 , which was unani-
mously approv ed by all sev en 
council members. Stokes then 
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NCEBA Regional Leaders, Facilitators and Panelists (L-R, seated) Dr. Benjamin Chavis, Washington, D.C; .Pastor Hosea J. Hines, Jackson MS;, Lou 
Anna Peters, Chicago, IL; Portia Rucker, Miami, FL; ( L-R standing) Stacey Lewis, Jackson, MS; Pastor Carl White, Chicago, IL; Chief Robert Moore, 

pringfi el ,  Pastor E  antt, i ersi e,  Pastor arren te art, Phoeni ,  li er ines  Jackson,  a  ines, a pa,  ishop a
i  ooper, lbu uer ue, e  e ico  Pastor illia  osser, pringfi el ,  Pastor onal  obinson, e  rleans,  P   E  E

e  rleans base  couple, ibil o  an  obert ichar son

irst nite  ank representati es ith o an ob

Pastor Hosea J.  Hines, National 
Leader of ANCEBA

Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr, 
Presi ent  E  o  P

Robbers
Continued on page 3

Elephant 
Girl

College Hill M. B. Church 
Celebrates Pastor 
Chauncy Jordan’s First 
Anniversary
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No end in sight - trash collection saga - Part I

 By Jackie Hampton
Pub lisher
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They stole hearts: 
former bank 

robbers deliver 
powerful message

ANCEBA Inaugural Summit, 
standing up for Jesus and 

Justice at the JSU E-Center

Trash
Continued on page 3

ANCEBA
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By Eva D. Coleman
Tex as Metro N ew s

T he order read:
“ Order authorizing the mayor 

to ex ecute the contract and re-
lated documents with R ichard’ s 
Disposal, Inc. to prov ide solid 
waste collection and hauling 
serv ices f or a six  ( 6 )  year term 
commencing April 1, 2022, 
with f our ( 4)  one ( 1)  year ex -
tension options.”

Af ter numerous q uestions 
f rom Jackson C ity C ouncil 
members of  the v endor, the city 
attorney and the city’ s Waste 
M anagement Department, the 
v ote f ailed as f ollow:  Lee:  
Y es;  Grizzell:  Y es;  Banks:  N o;  
Foote:  N o;  Hartley:  N o;  Lind-

sey:  N o;  and Stokes:  Abstain.
“ I don’ t see a reason why 

we didn’ t get awarded the con-
tract,”  Albert R ichard of  the 
N ew Orleans-based R ichard’ s 
Disposal, Inc. told reporters. 
“ But if  that’ s the C ity C ouncil’ s 
choice then there is nothing, I 
can do about it.”

C ouncilmember Hartley told 
R ichard that “ I wish we had 
more time. We j ust got this yes-
terday, and the inf ormation on 
your company, we j ust got it 
within the last couple of  hours.”  

Ward 4 C ouncil M ember 
Brian Grizzell, who attended 
the meeting remotely, told his 
constituents in his email update 
late T uesday night  that:  “ T he 

C ouncil was giv en the names 
of  the 3  v endors who submit-
ted an R FP a little ov er a month 
ago. T he C ity Attorney gav e us 
those names.”

Howev er, during the bidding 
process, the council members 
only knew the bidders by as-
signed numbers until the dead-
line was ov er, according to 
Grizzell. 

In his email, Grizzell f urther 
stated the f ollowing:  

“ While the bidding process 
was a blind process, we were 
prohibited f rom hav ing con-
v ersations with any of  the v en-
dors. I, Brian Grizzell, did not 
participate in any conv ersations 
with any v endor ( including any 

owner, employee, relativ e or 
representative o  their fi rm .

“ I knew ex actly who we were 
v oting on today because I re-
searched the company a while 
ago. We were giv en the contract 
yesterday, and, in my mind, had 
plenty of  time to weigh it. It’ s 
the same minority company 
that submitted a bid in the pre-
v ious R FP process.

“ I hav e no reserv ations about 
this company’ s ability to do the 
j ob or its resources. … .

“ T his company was the 
lowest bidder and was a high 
scorer in the blind process. It 
was substantially lower than 

C harles M cGee, a T uske-
gee irman who  ew 9 
fi ghter combat missions over 
three wars and later helped 
to bring attention to the 
black pilots who had battled 
racism at home to fi ght or 
f reedom abroad, died Sun-
day. He was 102.

M cGee died in his sleep at 
his home in Bethesda, M ary-
land, said his son, R on M c-
Gee.

Af ter the U .S. entry into 
World War II, M cGee lef t 
the U niv ersity of  Illinois to 
j oin an ex perimental pro-
gram f or black soldiers seek-
ing to train as pilots af ter the 
Army Air C orps was f orced 
to admit Af rican Americans. 
n ctober 19  he was sent 

to the T uskegee Army Air 
ield in labama or  ight 

training, according to his 
biography on the website of  
the N ational Av iation Hall of  
Fame.

“ Y ou could say that one 
o  the things we were fi ght
ing f or was eq uality,’ ’  he 
told T he Associated Press in 
a 199  interview. E uality 
of  opportunity. We knew we 
had the same skills, or bet-
ter.’ ’

M cGee graduated f rom 
 ight school in une 19 3 

and in early 19  oined 
the all-black 3 3 2nd Fighter 
Group, known as the “ R ed 
Tails.  e  ew 13  missions 
as the group accompanied 
bombers over Europe.

ore than 9  men trained 
at Tus egee rom 19  to 
19 . bout  deployed 
overseas and 1  lost their 
liv es in training or combat.

In recent years the T uske-
gee Airmen hav e been the 
subj ect of  books, mov ies and 
documentaries highlighting 
their courage in the air and 
the doubts they f aced on the 
ground because of  their race. 
In 2007  a C ongressional 
Gold M edal, the highest ci-
v ilian award f rom C ongress, 
was issued to recognize their 

“ uniq ue military record that 
inspired rev olutionary re-
f orm in the Armed Forces.’ ’

M cGee remained in the 
Army Air C orps, later the 
U .S. Air Force, and serv ed 
or 3  years. e  ew low

level bombing and strafi ng 
missions during the Korean 
War and returned to combat 
again during the V ietnam 
War. T he N ational Av iation 

all o  ame says his 9 
aerial fi ghter combat mis
sions in three wars remains 
a record.

He retired as a colonel in 
the ir orce in 19 3, then 
earned a college degree in 
business administration and 
worked as a business ex -
ecutiv e. He was accorded an 
honorary commission pro-
moting him to the one-star 
rank of  brigadier general as 
he turned 100. Another ev ent 
marked his centennial year:  

e  ew a private et be
tween Frederick, M aryland, 
and Dov er Air Force Base in 
Delaware.

In 2020, M cGee drew a 
standing ov ation f rom mem-
bers of  C ongress when intro-
duced by President Donald 
T rump during his State of  
the U nion address.

In addition to encourag-
ing young men and women 
to pursue careers in av iation, 
M cGee was a source of  in-
f ormation about the T uske-
gee Airmen and of f ered a 
uniq ue perspectiv e on race 
relations of  the era through 
the airmen s nonprofi t edu
cational organization.

“ At the time of  the war, the 
idea of  an all Af rican Ameri-
can  ight s uadron was radi
cal and of f ensiv e to many,’ ’  
M cGee wrote in an essay f or 
the Smithsonian N ational 
Air and Space M useum.

“ T he prev ailing opinion 
was that blacks did not pos-
sess the intelligence or cour-
age to be military pilots. One 
general ev en wrote, ‘ T he 
N egro type has not the prop-

Americans must commit to 
the unfi nished wor  o  artin 
Luther King Jr., deliv ering j obs 
and j ustice and protecting “ the 
sacred right to v ote, a right f rom 
which all other rights  ow,  
President Joe Biden said M on-
day.

M artin Luther King Day is a 
moment when a mirror is held 
up to America, the president said 
in a v ideo address.

“ It’ s time f or ev ery elected of -
fi cial in merica to ma e it clear 
where they stand,”  Biden said. 
“ It’ s time f or ev ery American to 
stand up. Speak out, be heard. 
Where do you stand? ’ ’

M aj or holiday ev ents in-
cluded marches in sev eral cities 
and the annual M artin Luther 
King Jr. serv ice at the slain civ il 
rights leader s Ebene er aptist 
C hurch in Atlanta, where U .S. 
Sen. R aphael Warnock is the 
senior pastor. Pews hav e been 
packed by politicians in past 
years, but giv en the pandem-
ic, many of f ered pre-recorded 

speeches instead.
M onday would hav e been the 

93rd birthday o  the ev. artin 
Luther King Jr., who was j ust 
39 when he was assassinated in 
19  while helping sanitation 
workers strike f or better pay and 
workplace saf ety in M emphis, 
T ennessee.

King’ s eldest son criticized 
Biden and C ongress as a whole 
on M onday f or f ailing to pass 
v oting rights legislation, ev en 
as 19 epublican led states have 

made it harder to v ote in re-
sponse to f ormer President Don-
ald T rump’ s f alse claims about 
election-rigging.

“ Y ou were successf ul with 
inf rastructure, which is a great 
thing –  but we need you to use 
that same energy to ensure that 
all Americans hav e the same un-
encumbered right to v ote,’ ’  M ar-
tin Luther King III said.

Senate R epublicans remain 
unifi ed in opposition to the 
Democrats’  v oting bills. Biden 

described their stonewalling as 
part of  “ a true attack on our de-
mocracy, f rom the Jan. 6  insur-
rection to the onslaught of  R e-
publican anti-v oting laws in an 
number of  states.’ ’

“ It’ s no longer j ust about who 
gets to v ote. It’ s about who gets 
to count the v ote. And whether 
your v ote counts at all. It’ s about 
two insidious things:  v oter sup-
pression and election subv er-
sion,’ ’  Biden said.

Sen. T im Scott of  South C aro-
lina, the Senate’ s v lack R epub-
lican, countered with a series of  
King Day-themed v ideos he said 
would emphasize positiv e de-
v elopments on civ il rights. Scott 
sidestepped criticism about GOP 
actions and accused Democrats 
of  labeling his party members as 
racists.

To compare or con  ate peo
ple who oppose his positions as 
being racists and traitors to the 
country is not only insulting and 
inf uriating, it’ s dead wrong,’ ’  
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Tuskegee Airman 
Charles McGee 

dies at 102

On MLK Day, Biden says Americans 
must commit to King’s work
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McGee Jackson City Council members (L-R) Ashby Foote, Ward 1; Angelique Lee, Ward 2; Kenneth Stokes, Ward 3; Virgi Lindsay, Ward 7; Brian Grizzell 
Ward 4,; Vernon Hartley, Ward 5; Aaron Banks, Ward 6
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Huzband

Mississippi city names 
street for blues artist 
Bobby Rush
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By Douglass K. Daniel
Associated Press By Gail H.M. Brown, Ph.D.

C ontrib uting  W riter 

Strike three! Still no 
garbage contract

for City of Jackson
2-4-1, the council votes down mayor’s third recommendation

Biden

The Associated Press

T he constant badgering and 
apparent lack of  respect toward 
Supreme C ourt Justice nomi-
nee Judge Ketanj i Brown Jack-
son during 13  hours of  testi-
mony  T uesday, and throughout 
Wednesday, only rev ealed two 
essential reasons why R epub-
lican senators oppose the D.C . 
j urist.

First, she’ s the pick of  Presi-
dent Joe Biden, a Democrat. 
Second, and more troubling, 
Jackson is a black woman.

“ M any R epublican members 
of  the Senate Judiciary C ommit-
tee are wasting no time embrac-
ing the kind of  bad-f aith scru-
tiny of ten reserv ed f or women 
and blac  nominees  benefi cia
ries o  a fi rmative action, in one 
GOP senator’ s parlance,”  Po-
litical Analyst Brandon T ensley 
wrote in an analysis f or C N N .

“ Some R epublicans, lacking 
a coherent strategy, are pressing 
Jackson f or her v iews on T he 
16 19  Proj ect and the children’ s 
book ‘ Antiracist Baby’  –  because 
‘ critical race theory,’  though nei-
ther has anything to do with the 
j ob she’ s being considered f or,”  
T ensley determined.

“ Others are trying with great 
ef f ort to cast the nominee as 
weak on crime by distorting 
her past work def ending Guan-
tanamo Bay detainees and her 
sentencing in child pornography 
cases.”

 confi rmed, ac son would 
emerge as the fi rst blac  woman 
to sit on the U .S. Supreme C ourt.

In q uestioning Jackson, South 
C arolina R epublican Sen. Lind-
sey Graham continued the theme 
of  his GOP colleagues, claiming 
the j urist is weak on crime –  spe-
cifi cally regarding de endants 

charged in child pornography 
cases.

R epeatedly interrupting Jack-
son’ s responses and egregiously 
misstating her position, Graham 
suggested the j udge didn’ t con-
sider computer usage a sentenc-
ing enhancement.

Her f ace displaying disbelief  
in the senator’ s behav ior, Jack-
son remarked that she not only 
sends of f enders to prison but or-
ders lengthy periods of  superv i-
sion f ollowing their release.

“ Senator, all I’ m trying to 
ex plain is that our sentencing 
system, the system that C on-
gress has created, the system 
that the sentencing commission 
is the steward of , is a rational 
one,”  Jackson stated. “ It’ s a sys-
tem designed to help j udges do 
j ustice in these terrible circum-
stances by eliminating unwar-
ranted disparities and ensuring 
that the most serious def endants 

get the longest periods of  time in 
prison.

“ What we are trying to do is 
be rational in dealing with some 
of  the most horrible kinds of  be-
hav ior.”

Senate M inority Leader M itch 
M cC onnell claimed Jackson 
was evasive in a  oor speech.

“ Judge Jackson is receiv ing 
a calm, respectf ul process, un-
like the treatment that Senate 

emocrats typically in  ict on 
R epublican presidents’  nomi-
nees,”  M cC onnell decided. “ But 
unf ortunately, thus f ar, many of  
Judge Jackson’ s responses hav e 
been ev asiv e and unclear. She’ s 
declined to address critically im-
portant q uestions and ameliorate 
real concerns.”

Howev er, Sen. M aj ority Lead-
er C huck Schumer of  N ew Y ork 
praised Jackson. “ At times, the 
j udge also displayed one of  her 
greatest traits:  her grace and 

poise, ev en when R epublicans 
asked intentionally misleading 
q uestions,”  Schumer remarked 
on the enate  oor. epub
licans tried to land a blow, but 
Judge Jackson kept her cool.”

When Sen. John C ornyn ( R -
T ex as)  attempted to get Judge 
Jackson’ s position on R oe v . 
Wade, the j urist noted that the 
Supreme C ourt is currently 
considering ef f orts to ov erturn 
that law, making it inappropri-
ate f or her to comment. C ornyn 
pressed, asking, “ What does v i-
ability mean when it comes to 
an unborn child in your under-
standing? ”

T he j udge responded:  “ I hesi-
tate to speculate. I know that it 
is a point in time that the court 
has identifi ed in terms o  when 
–  the standards that apply to 
regulation of  the right,”  Jackson 

It seems like there is only 
one thing clear in what has 
become a trashy war ov er gar-
bage collection in T he C apitol 
C ity –  Jackson C ity C ouncil 
only wants to do business with 
Waste M anagement, the incum-
bent garbage collector since the 
late 19 8 0’ s, and Jackson M ayor 
C hokwe Antar Lumumba does 
not.

The con  ict has been ma ing 
headlines ev er since last sum-
mer when M ayor Lumumba ob-
j ected to Jackson C ity C ouncil’ s 
discussion that the city re-sign 
its contract with Waste M anage-
ment f or another six -year term. 
Waste M anagement’ s contract 
was due to ex pire at the end of  
September 2021.

A f ace-of f  occurred in court 
with the end result being that 
Waste M anagement would pro-
v ide an additional six  months of  
serv ices –  which lasts through 
the end of  this month. Subse-
q uently, another R eq uest f or 
Proposal ( R FP)  was issued, and 
using a blind-scoring process, 
R ichard’ s Disposal emerged 
with the lowest bid. Just as in 
prev ious bidding attempts by 
numerous other companies, the 
C ity C ouncil f ound f ault with 
this one too.

So the lawsuits continue as 
the mayor and the C ity C ouncil 
stick to their positions, as the 
rest of  us await the outcome. 
T he Special Judge assigned, 
Jess Dickinson, heard nearly 
two hours of  discussion ( v ia 
Z oom)  on M onday, M arch 21, 
as to whether or not interv enors 
( WM  trying to j oin with C ity 
C ouncil, and R ichard’ s Dis-
posal trying to j oin with M ayor 
Lumumba)  would be accepted. 

It appears that all parties hav e 
agreed to the f acts of  the case, 
on the record;  theref ore, there is 
a possibility of  av oiding a j ury 
trial. T he j udge gav e the par-
ties until T uesday, M arch 22, to 
send him their positions on the 
matter and seemed to indicate 
that he would render his deci-
sion on the q uestion of  interv e-
nors by T uesday midnight. Fur-
ther, he stated that depending 
on the stipulations of  the parties 
inv olv ed, he would like to make 
a ruling bef ore the end of  the 
month –  which coincides with 
the ex piration of  Waste M an-
agement’ s six -month ex tension.

T he mayor is q uite aware 
that competition in municipal 
contracting is a healthy prac-
tice –  without competition, the 
true market price f or goods and 
serv ices cannot be known.  T hat 
is clearly the case here – the 
shif t to R ichards Disposal f rom 
Waste M anagement sav es the 
tax payers ov er $ 100,000 per 
month, or ov er $ 7 .2 million tax -
payer dollars ov er the six  year 
lif e of  the contract.

Beyond the cost sav ings, M r. 
R ichards, who has been suc-
cessf ully hauling garbage in 

N ew Orleans and Baton R ouge, 
and been in the sanitation busi-
ness since 19 7 8 , has stated em-
phatically that all of  his hires 
will be able to receive benefi ts. 

T his is in stark contrast to the 
current v endor who reportedly 
utilizes a workf orce of  3 0%  
f rom temp serv ices. How can 
a man or woman support their 
f amily while earning minimum 
wage f rom a temp agency and 
not have any benefi ts  aste 
M anagement is an international 
conglomerate, trading on the 
N ew Y ork Stock Ex change as 
WM , and by its own reporting 
ended the q uarter on December 
3 1 with $ 4.6 8  billion of  rev -
enue.

n comparison, fi lings with 
Dun &  Bradstreet, indicate that 
R ichard’ s Disposal, Inc. earned 
$ 13 .6 7  million last year;  not last 
q uarter, last year. T wo waste 
hauling companies, two v ery 
dif f erent balance sheets.

One simple truth in this 
whole saga is that the maj ority 
of  Jackson C ity C ouncil mem-
bers are Af rican American ( 5-
2) , and the trio of  Stokes ( Ward 
2)  –  Hartley ( Ward 5)  –  Banks 
( Ward 6 )  seem so strongly op-
posed to any blac  fi rm getting 
the contract.

Our C ity is predominantly 
black ( 8 5% )  yet less than 5%  of  
contracts f or good and serv ices 
are awarded to black-owned 
companies. It sure makes me 
wonder what is motiv ating the 
trio. Is this j ust a typical M is-
sissippi allegiance to history;  
resisting change and f orward 
mov ement –  or is there more 
to it?

At the C ity C ouncil meeting 
February 1, the trio dressed-
down Alv in R ichards, the sof t-
spoken black businessman. 
Standing in the lobby observ ing 
the proceedings, I was ashamed 
of  what I was seeing with my 
own eyes and lowered my head. 
And that was bef ore C ouncil-
man Aaron Banks, a man half  
his age, asked him if  he was 
ualifi ed to do the ob.
When I’ m trying to better un-

derstand why people behav e the 
way they do, and especially at 
an intersection with race, I of ten 
call my longtime f riend T hea in 
the heart of  Philadelphia, PA, a 
prof essional black woman who 
has liv ed tremendous ex peri-
ences and has great wisdom. I 
asked her yesterday why these 
elected blac  o fi cials can t 
see that they are hurting black 
workers in Jackson. She told 
me, “ Ev eryone f ocuses on the 
f act that white people j ust don’ t 
see us, but it’ s also true that 
many black people don’ t see us 
either.”

T he contract with R ichard’ s 
Disposal could be the beginning 
o  a signifi cant blac  economic 
engine f or our city. Just imagine 
if  the entire Jackson C ity C oun-
cil could see that.

T he R ev . Emmett C . Burns Jr., 
a civ il rights leader in M aryland 
who also serv ed in the General 
Assembly f or 20 years, died at 
age 8 1. 

M aryland State Delegate, Ben-
j amin Brooks Sr., who succeeded 
Burns in the legislature, told The 
Baltimore Sun that Burns died 
T hursday at Sinai Hospital in 
Baltimore f rom complications of  
a f all.

Burns j oined the House of  
Delegates in 19 9 5, becoming the 
fi rst rican merican elected to 
statewide government o fi ce rom 
Baltimore C ounty.   

While a legislator, Burns led a 
successf ul campaign to name the 
Baltimore/ Washington Interna-
tional Airport f or T hurgood M ar-
shall, the fi rst blac  ustice on the 
U .S. Supreme C ourt.

Burns “ was v ery instrumen-
tal and strong leader in the com-
munity,”  Brooks said. “ He was a 
man of  morals, v alues, ethics and 
integrity. We are going to sorely 
miss him.”

A nativ e of  Jackson, M issis-
sippi, Burns got inv olv ed in civ il 
rights work at a young age. His 
son, the R ev . Engel Burns, said 
his f ather grew up sev eral blocks 
away f rom where civ il rights 

leader M edgar Ev ers maintained 
an o fi ce.

Af ter serv ing in sev eral minis-
terial positions, the elder Burns 
in 19 7 1 became director of  the 
M ississippi State C onf erence of  
the N AAC P, where he led protests 
against segregation and fi led law
suits seeking eq ual city serv ices 
f or black and white people. He 
relocated to Baltimore in 19 7 9  to 
become an N AAC P regional di-
rector f or M aryland, V irginia and 
Washington, D.C .

T he R ev . Burns relocated to 
Baltimore in 19 7 9  to serv e as the 

s fi rst regional director, 
serv ing M aryland, Washington, 
and V irginia. He and his wif e 
started R ising Sun First Baptist 
C hurch in 19 8 3 , and he retired 
f rom the N AAC P 10 years later.

Surv iv ors include his wif e, the 
f ormer Earlene Poe, along with 
three sons and fi ve grandchildren.
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Judge Brown’s parents keeping a watchful eye on their daughter as she responds to unorthodox question-
ing.   PHOTO BY ROY LEWIS, © COPYRIGHT 2022
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JSU Lady Tigers earn 
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he third day of onfi r ation earin s 
reveal t o trou lin  reasons G P 

senators oppose ud e ac son

ac son native, P leader 
ett urns dies at 

 By Stacy M. Brown
N N PA N ew sw ire C orrespondent

The Associated Press

By Chris Young
C ontrib uting  W riter

Burns

COMMENTARY

For many decades now, the 
country has recognized Octo-
ber as N ational Breast C ancer 
Awareness M onth, a time des-
ignated to educate the public 
about breast cancer and the im-
portance of  early detection. It 
is the most common cancer in 
women worldwide. 

N o matter who you are, 
breast cancer can touch your 
lif e or the lif e of  someone you 
care about, and as with many 
churches, the C ollege Hill f am-
ily j oined in together and rec-
ognized C ollege Hill Breast 
C ancer surv iv ors. T his annual 
recognition was led by M ission 
C ircle # 1. M en, women and 
children wore pink as a sign of  
solidarity and support.

On behalf  of  C ircle # 1, De-
nise ri fi n reminded the con
gregation of  the importance of  
early detection which includes 
self -breast ex ams and schedul-
ing regular mammograms. Sur-
v iv ors were giv en special rec-
ognition and special gif ts, af ter 
which, Deaconess Sandra Jen-
kin, a breast cancer surv iv or, 
gav e testimony of  her j ourney.

Jenkins stood up and started 
singing Blessed Assurance. 
Af ter which she shared that 
she was diagnosed with Stage 
3  breast cancer July 28 , 2018  
and it had spread to her lymph 
nodes. 

She said, “ I q uestioned God 
f or assigning this rehabilitating 
disease to my health resume. 
She wondered what she could 
hav e done wrong because she 
f elt she had been obedient in 

her serv ice to God to include 
helping others in need, tith-
ing and beyond. I f elt I was 
obedient to God, helping oth-
ers, paying my tithes, reading  
scripture and praying.”

She heard him whisper to 
her, “ T here is purpose in your 
sickness. It is f or my glory.”  

She q uoted sev eral scriptures 
which she f elt helped her along 
the j ourney but when she be-
gan chemo treatments, the 
side ef f ects were so awf ul she 
could not take care of  herself  
v ery well and had to rely on 
her husband who was with her 
throughout her j ourney.

She said, “ I had decided to 
j ust giv e up. I could not see liv -
ing my lif e like this. I wanted to 
giv e up but my husband would 
not let me giv e up.”  

She q uestioned God again, 
“ Lord why me? ”  She said he 
continued to whisper in her 
spirit phrases like “ T here is 
purpose in your sickness and 
as stated in 1 Peter 5: 7  C ast all 
your sorrows on me.”

In 2019  Jenkins had a double 
mastectomy with lymph nodes 
removed later to fi nd out the 
cancer had mov ed to her liv er.

She said, “ I could not phan-
tom this happening to me.”

She said, I cried out to God,”  
Lord, how much more.”

Again she heard his words, 
“ T here is purpose in your suf -
f ering.”

She continued, “ I was so de-
pressed, my mind was racing.”    
She said she would wake up at 
night crying. Her husband was 
supporting her through this 
f rustration and af ter a while he 
called in what she described as 
reinf orcement which included 
her f amily coming in and help-
ing reliev e him f or two straight 
weeks.

She said she would go to 
sleep hearing f amily members 
praying f or her and wake up 
and her sisters and brothers 
were praying ov er her. Jenkins, 
on one of  her doctor v isits, 
f ound out that she had prev i-
ously had C OV ID prior to it 
being recognized in M arch and 
her doctors said this was the 
source of  a lot of  her pain and 

On October 17 , 2022, C ongressman 
Bennie T hompson ( chairman –  C om-
mittee on Homeland Security)  and 
C arolyn B. M aloney ( chairwoman –  
C ommittee on Ov ersight and R ef orm)  
penned their letter ref erencing the re-
cent water crisis in Jackson to Gov -
ernor T ate R eev es. T he letter charged 
negligence of  f unding distribution to 
the C ity of  Jackson. “ Generational dis-
inv estment in maj ority-Black cities”  
has soared f or decades and plunged 
into a “ disaster.”  C onseq uently, Jack-

son has been depriv ed of  critical f ed-
eral f unding by the state of  M ississippi. 
N ew water systems hav e been installed 
among neighboring communities, 
whilst “ pipes under Jackson hav e not 
been properly maintained since the 
19 50s.”

A T own Hall meeting to heighten 
public awareness was held at N ew 
Hope Baptist C hurch that is pastored 
by the R ev erend Jerry Y oung M onday, 
October 24, 2022, at 6  p.m. C hurch of -
fi cials had designated a room or the 
gathering but had to resort to hold-
ing the meeting in the sanctuary that 

housed ov er 8 00 of  Jackson’ s residents 
and f riends. 

T he panel discussion that was mod-
erated by C harles Payne, ex ecutiv e 
o fi cer and principal analyst o  all 
Street Strategies, Inc. and f eatured 
C ongressman Bennie T hompson, 
N AAC P/  C EO President Derrick John-
son, Abree’  C onner, director, Env iron-
mental and C limate C ontrol, and Delo-
res Lee, president, Jackson N AAC P.

T hompson inf ormed the onlook-
ers that M ississippi has receiv ed more 

T he masthead of  The 
Mississippi Link newspa-
per reads:  “ Keepers of  the 
knowledge f or people who 
speak the truth since 19 9 3 .”  
For twenty-nine years, this 
Af rican-American and now 
f emale-owned newspaper, 
has continuously published, 
in traditional print, on a 
weekly basis, nev er missing 
an issue.

hen the nternet be
came broadly av ailable in 
August of  19 9 1, creating an 
E-edition was a natural pro-
gression of  the times. Y et 
maintaining the print edition 
in the U nited States is much 
less so. T wenty-two years 
ago, at the International 
N ewsroom Summit in Lon-
don, Arthur Sulzberger Jr., 
then editor of  The N ew Y ork 
Times said, e will stop 
printing the N ew Y ork Times 
sometime in the f uture, date 
T BD ( to be determined) .”  
Sev eral sources report that 
ust in that last fi teen years, 

ov er 2,000 newspapers hav e 
closed, and that the number 
of  j ournalists has declined 
by 50% .

A year ago, Forbes.com 
reported, “ T here are now 
7 ,000+  newspapers still 
publishing, a large maj ority 
( ov er 8 0% )  being weeklies 
that are located primarily in 
small and rural areas with a 
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(L-R) Deacon Darryl Jenkins, husband of Sandra;  Matthew Jenkins 
(son), Sandra Jenkins and Rilanda McGill, member of Circle # 1.
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A testimony of how Sandra Jenkins regained her faith
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Congressman Bennie Thompson and panelists speaking to over 800 attendees at the Town 
Hall meeting.  PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

T he stunning rev elations 
broadcast during the House 
Select C ommittee inv estiga-
tion of  the January 6 , 2021, 
attack on the U .S. C apitol 
included the laying out of  a 
scheme by f ormer President 
Donald T rump to retain power.

While many hav e long un-
derstood that T rump did noth-
ing to stop the deadly riots, 
the committee laid bare his 
scheme that led to the death of  
at least nine people –  including 
fi ve law en orcement members 
 and le t more than 1  o fi 

cers inj ured.
“ It was a sophisticated sev -

en-part plan to ov erturn the 
presidential election and pre-
v ent the transf er of  presiden-
tial power,”  R epublican R ep. 
Liz C heney of  Wyoming, the 
chair of  the House C ommittee, 
remarked during the presenta-
tion.

Further, C heney noted that 
sev eral GOP members of  C on-
gress pressed T rump f or par-
dons during the insurrection 
–  the inf erence could ex plain 
why many R epublicans hav e 
remained loyal to the f ormer 
president and hav e shown a 
reluctance to participate in the 
hearings.

C heney also reminded the 
committee of  a T weet sent by 
T rump encouraging the at-
tack. “ Be there, will be wild! ”  
T rump tweeted.

T rump’ s supporters re-
sponded, including the ex -
tremist groups Proud Boys and 
Oath Keepers.

One of  the rioters read 
T rump’ s tweet on a megaphone 

at the C apitol, and others, in-
cluding one that criticized 
V ice President M ike Pence f or 
denying a req uest to ov erturn 
the election loss to Joe Biden. 
“ Hang M ike Pence,”  the sup-
porters chanted.“ M aybe he 
deserv es it,”  T rump allegedly 
said in response.

ommittee o fi cials then 
displayed a photo of  noose 
and gallows erected near the 
C apitol by the insurrectionists.

apitol olice o fi cer aroline 
Edwards emerged during the 
June 9  public hearings and re-
counted or the fi rst time her 
trauma.

“ It was something like I’ v e 
seen in the movies,  the o fi cer 
stated. “ I couldn’ t believ e my 
eyes  there were o fi cers on the 
ground. T hey were bleeding,”  
Edwards recounted. “ I was 
slipping in people’ s blood. It 
was carnage. It was chaos.”

Further, documentarian 
N ick Q uested described his in-
teraction with the Proud Boys, 
whose leader, Enriq ue T arrio, 
recently was hit with sedition 
charges related to the attack.

Q uested had been embed-
ded with the Proud Boys and 
shared nev er-bef ore-seen f oot-
age of  the members, including 
T arrio’ s meeting with the Oath 
Keepers. Additionally, a new 
v ideo of  the deposition by the 
chairman of  the Joint C hief s 
of  Staf f , Gen. M ark M illey, 
rev ealed that Pence gav e the 
orders to send N ational Guard 
troops to the C apitol. Howev -
er, M illey said administration 
o fi cials told ence to alsely 
state that T rump gav e those 

R ecent reporting by WLBT  
indicate that legal f ees, paid by 
tax payers, are rising rapidly as 
Jackson M ayor C hokwe Antar 
Lumumba and C ity C ouncil sue 
each other ov er the garbage col-
lection contract. Legal f ees total-
ing $ 16 1,000 hav e been reported, 
thus f ar. 

In the most recent R eq uest 
f or Proposals ( R FP)  process, the 
mayor directed blind bidding, 
which was not req uired. By doing 
so, he remov ed the potential f or 
personalities and/ or allegiances 
to get in the way. Once it was re-
v ealed that an Af rican-American 
fi rm, ichard s isposal, had the 
low bid by $ 1.2 million per year 
and was selected, the chaos be-
gan.

  urry o  pushbac  by our 
predominantly Af rican-Amer-
ican C ity C ouncil against this 
mayor and against this company 
ov er who gets to collect our gar-
bage.

T hree Af rican-American mem-
bers and one European-American 

member of  C ity C ouncil v oted 
no;  repeatedly. Lawsuits, status 
hearings, j udges recusing them-
selv es, legal orders, R ichard’ s 
receiv ing an order to procced 
picking up trash ef f ectiv e April 
1, 2022, v etoes of  the no v otes, 
agreements to maintain the status 
q uo while litigation continues. A 
bona fi de pile o  mess.

Sadly, it doesn’ t stop there. 
T here was a stink ov er the stag-
ing area f or R ichards’  trucks, 
not ov er trucks f ull of  trash but 
empty trucks parked ov ernight at 
Hawkins Field, staged to run the 
nex t day. T he JM AA was con-
tacted, and Federal Av iation Ad-
ministration ( FAA)  was alerted. 
C ouncilman Stokes claimed the 
empty trucks would giv e a f oul 
odor at Hawkins Field and it 
wasn’ t f air to area residents. He 
claimed there would end up be-
ing rats as big as cats ov er there. 
Were there grumblings like this 
when the transf er station opened 
at 146 2 C ountry C lub R oad, a 
mile and a half  f rom the northern 
boundary of  Hawkins Field –  in a 
mix ed-use area of  businesses and 
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Legal fees growing 
over garbage collection

By Chris Young 
C ontrib uting  W riter

As T he U nited States of  
America celebrates Juneteenth, 
the newest f ederal holiday, 
though practically ev eryone 
understands why we celebrate 
N ew Y ear’ s day, Dr. King’ s 
Birthday, M emorial Day, and 
ev en Independence Day, ( 4th of  
July)  many might still ask the 
q uestion, what is Juneteenth or 
why has it been declared a na-
tional f ederal holiday?

Juneteenth marks our coun-
try’ s second Independence Day. 
Although it has long been cele-
brated in the Af rican-American 
community, this monumental 
ev ent remains largely unknown 
to most Americans.

The Mississippi Link has 
compiled a f ew f acts so that our 
readers can understand the his-
tory of  Juneteenth. One of  our 
main sources of  inf ormation 
comes f rom T he N ational M u-
seum of  Af rican American His-
tory &  C ulture.

On July 22, 18 6 2, President 
Abraham Lincoln issued an ex -
ecutiv e order that declared en-
slav ed people in the rebelling 
C onf ederate State legally f ree. 
Howev er, the decree would not 
take ef f ect until the clock struck 
midnight at the start of  the new 
year.

On “ Freedom’ s Ev e,”  or the 
ev e of  January 1, 18 6 3 , the 
fi rst historical legacy o  what 
is known as ‘ Watch N ight’  
serv ices took place. On that 
night, enslav ed and f ree Af rican 

Americans gathered in church-
es and priv ate homes all across 
the country awaiting news that 
the Emancipation Proclamation 
had taken ef f ect.

At the stroke of  midnight, 
prayers were answered, as all 
enslav ed people in C onf eder-
ate States were declared legally 
f ree. U nion soldiers, many of  
whom were black, marched 
onto plantations and across cit-
ies in the south reading small 
copies of  the Emancipation 
Proclamation spreading the 
news of  f reedom in C onf ederate 
States. Only through the T hir-
teenth Amendment did eman-
cipation end slav ery throughout 
the U nited States.

Howev er, not ev eryone in 

C onf ederate territory would im-
mediately be f ree. Ev en though 
the Emancipation Proclamation 
was made ef f ectiv e in 18 6 3 , it 
could not be implemented in 
places still under C onf ederate 
control. As a result, in the west-
ernmost C onf ederate state of  
T ex as, enslav ed people would 
not be f ree until much later.

reedom fi nally came on une 
19 , 18 6 5, when some 2,000 
U nion troops arriv ed in Galv es-
ton Bay, T ex as. T he army an-
nounced that the more than 
250,000 enslav ed black people 
in the state, were f ree by ex ecu-
tiv e decree. T his day came to be 
known as “ Juneteenth,”  by the 
newly f reed people in T ex as. 

T he post-emancipation pe-

riod known as R econstruc-
tion ( 18 6 5-18 7 7 )  marked an 
era of  great hope, uncertainty, 
and struggle f or the nation as 
a whole. Formerly enslav ed 
people immediately sought 
to reunif y f amilies, establish 
schools, run f or political of -
fi ce, push radical legislation 
and ev en sue slav eholders f or 
compensation. Giv en the 200+  
years of  enslav ement, such 
changes were nothing short of  
amazing. N ot ev en a generation 
out of  slav ery, Af rican Ameri-
cans were inspired and empow-
ered to transf orm their liv es and 
their country.

It was June 18 , 2021 that a 

“Our democracy remains in danger,” Committee Chair Rep. 
Bennie Thompson (D-MS) declared during the hearing.

While many have long understood that Trump did nothing to 
stop the deadly riots, the Committee laid bare his scheme that 
le  to the eath o  at least nine people  inclu ing fi e la  
en orce ent e bers  an  le t ore than  o fi cers in ure

he fi rst  ag that represente  the Juneteenth holi ay as create  in  by en aith, the oun er o  
the ational Juneteenth elebration oun ation J  he  ag uses the e act sa e colors as the nite  

tates  ag  re , hite an  blue  his as intentional an  eant to sho  that the or erly ensla e  an  
their descendants are free Americans too.

 y Jackie a pton
Pub lisher

Stunning Hearing 
removes any doubt 
about Trump’s role 
in the deadly Jan. 6 

insurrection

Juneteenth marks our country’s 
second Independence Day

 y tacy  ro n
N N PA N ew sw ire C orrespondent

Juneteenth
Continued on pages 3
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When John T ierre launched 
his restaurant in Jackson’ s 
neglected Farish Street His-
toric District, he was drawn 
by the neighborhood’ s past as 
an economically independent 
cultural hub f or black M is-
sissippians, and the prospect 
of  helping usher in an era of  
renewed prosperity.

T his week he sat on the 
empty, sun-drenched patio of  
Johnny T ’ s Bistro and Blues 
and lamented all the business 
he has lost as tainted water 
 ows through his pipes  ust 

li e other users in the ma or
ity black city of  150,000, if  
they were lucky enough to 
hav e any pressure at all. T he 
rev iv al he and others env i-
sioned seems v ery much in 
doubt.

“ T he numbers are v ery low 
f or lunch,’ ’  T ierre told T he 
Associated Press. “ T hey’ re 
probably taking their busi-
ness to the outskirts where 
they don’ t hav e water woes.’ ’

Torrential rains and  ood
ing of  the Pearl R iv er in late 
August ex acerbated prob-
lems at one of  Jackson’ s two 
treatment plants, leading to a 
drop in pressure throughout 
the city, where residents were 
already under a boil-water 
order due to poor q uality.

fi cials said unday that 
most of  Jackson should hav e 
running water, though resi-
dents are still adv ised not to 
drink straight f rom the tap. 
T he city remains under a boil 
water notice. fi cials also 
said f uture repairs leav e po-
tential or  uctuations in wa
ter pressure.

T he water crisis has com-
pounded the fi nancial strain 
caused by an ongoing labor 
shortage and high in  ation. 

nd the  ow o  consumer 
dollars f rom Jackson and its 
crumbling inf rastructure to 
the city’ s outskirts hit black-
owned businesses hardest, 
the owners say.

Another black entrepre-
neur who has taken a hit is 
Bobbie Fairley, 59 , who has 
liv ed in Jackson her entire 
lif e and owns M agic Hands 
Hair Design on the city’ s 
south side.

he canceled fi ve appoint
ments Wednesday because 
she needs high water pres-
sure to rinse her clients’  hair 
of  treatment chemicals. She 
also has had to purchase wa-
ter to shampoo hair and fi t in 
whatev er appointments she 
can. When customers aren’ t 
coming in, she’ s losing mon-

ey.
“ T hat’ s a big burden,’ ’  she 

said. “ I can’ t af f ord that. I 
can’ t af f ord that at all.’ ’

ac son can t a ord to fi x 
its water problems. T he tax  
base has eroded ov er the past 
f ew decades as the popula-
tion decreased, the result 
o  primarily white  ight to 
suburbs that began about a 
decade af ter public schools 
integrated in 19 7 0. T oday the 
city is more than 8 0%  black, 
and 25%  of  its residents liv e 
in pov erty.

Some say the uncertainty 
acing blac  businesses fi ts 

into a pattern of  adv ersity 
stemming f rom both natural 
disasters and policy deci-
sions.

“ It’ s punishment f or Jack-
son because it was open to 
the idea that people should be 
able to attend public schools 
and that people should hav e 
access to public areas with-
out abuse,’ ’  said M aati Jone 
Primm, who owns M arshall’ s 
M usic and Bookstore up the 
block f rom Johnny T ’ s. “ As a 
result of  that, we hav e people 
who ran away to the sub-
urbs.’ ’

Primm thinks Jackson’ s 
longstanding water woes 

which some trace to the 
19 7 0s when f ederal spend-
ing on water utilities peaked, 
according to a 2018  C ongres-
sional udget fi ce report 

 have been made worse by 
inaction f rom M ississippi’ s 
mostly white, conserv ativ e-
dominated Legislature.

“ For decades this has been 
a malignant attack, not be-
nign. And it’ s been purpose-
f ul,’ ’  Primm said.

Political leaders hav e not 
always been on the same 
page. Jackson’ s Democratic 
mayor, C hokwe Antar Lu-
mumba, has blamed the wa-
ter problems on decades of  
def erred maintenance, while 
R epublican Gov . T ate R eev es 
has said they stem f rom mis-
management at the city lev el.

Last M onday the gov ernor 
held a news conf erence about 
the crisis, and the mayor was 
not inv ited. Another was held 
later in the week where they 
both appeared, but Primm 
said it’ s clear that the two are 
not in concert.

“ T he lack of  cooperation 
speaks to the continued pun-
ishment that Jackson must 
endure,’ ’  she said.

U nder normal circum-
stances, Labor Day weekend 
is a bustling time at Johnny 

One thing is f or 
sure, the blame-game 
that we’ v e been wit-
nessing around the 
f ailure of  the O.B. 

C urtis Water T reatment Plant is 
conv enient f or politicians, yet a 
f aulty approach ov erall. N o one 
looks like the good guy in all 
this. N one of  this addresses Jack-
son’ s decades long water/ sewer 
dilemma. et the fi nger pointing 
and div isions persist.

When state political leaders of  
the ma ority party respond this 
way, it throws new shade on their 
bedrock of  indif f erence toward 
Jackson. Y ou will nev er hear our 
gov ernor say that he lov es the 
people of  Jackson, or that he is 
going to work arm-in-arm with 
ac son until the issue is fi xed 

once and f or all. He would sure-
ly gag if  he attempted to say he 
was thrilled to be working close-
ly with the ma or o  ac son. 

T here’ s no denying this guilty 
truth.

It’ s a saf e bet to conclude that 
many Jacksonians are silently 
gratef ul f or the deluge of  rains 
and  ooding that brought the 
O.B. C urtis Plant to its knees. It 
has already serv ed as a catalyst 
f or a long ov erdue shif t in the 
status q uo. T he impacts of  the 
plant gasping f or lif e ended up 
f orcing the hand of  the gov ernor. 
We now hav e the attention and 
resources of  the f ederal gov ern-
ment  our saving grace  and 
they won’ t suf f er f ools on the 
basic f acts.

Jackson M ayor Lumumba has 
been crying “ we are in crisis”  
the whole time he has been in of -
fi ce, and not ust about water and 
sewer, but about pov erty, racism, 
declining tax  base, and other re-
alities inherent in being an 8 3 %  
black city in a predominantly 
white republican state. 

In the sev en days since the 
O.B. C urtis Plant disaster we 
hav e seen boots on the ground 
f rom FEM A, EPA, Army C orps 
of  Engineers, M ississippi N a-
tional Guard, technical ex perts 
f rom other states, plant operators 
f rom other states, millions upon 
millions of  bottles of  water f rom 
ma or corporations and disaster 
response groups  all descend 
upon Jackson.

President Biden has called 
M ayor Lumumba directly. He 
has also urged the gov ernor to 
act. It’ s been a phenomenal re-
sponse to a two-pronged disas-
ter:  restoring water serv ice to 
the taps, and distributing drink-
ing and non-potable water f or 
16 0,000 souls. 

s ma estic as it is, this latest 
round of  pain and suf f ering, was 
100%  av oidable. T he readers of  
The Mississippi Link newspaper 
know that all too well. 

Second District C ongressman 
ennie Thompson has fi elded 

many q uestions ov er the past 
wee  and points out two ma or 
themes. The fi rst is that with its 
ma ority republican representa
tion in C ongress, M ississippi has 
steered the largest f ederal f und-
ing to rural areas of  the state f or 
decades. Ev en today, f our out of  
six  of  our f ederal legislativ e con-
tingent v oted against President 
Biden’ s $ 1.2 trillion inf rastruc-
ture bill. T o their credit, T homp-
son and Wicker v oted f or it. R ep. 
M ichael Guest, whose district 
includes the O.B. C urtis Plant, 
v oted against the bill.

T he other issue highlighted by 
T hompson is that Jackson lacks a 
comprehensive plan to fi x its wa
ter and sewer inf rastructure. On 
September 2, he told Mississippi 
Today, “ I hav e not seen a plan. 

 a verifi able plan is put orth  
will be happy to promote it, and 
it will be receiv ed well in Wash-
ington.”  He also said, “ Y ears 

C ars were parked bumper-
to-bumper and side-to-side 
near the C ommunity Students 
Learning C enter ( C SLC )  at 
3 3 3  Y azoo St., in Lex ington, 
M iss., Saturday, Aug. 27 . M ore 
than 6 0 small business owners 
had come to take adv antage of  
the Small Business Adminis-
tration’ s ( SBA)  M ississippi-
C ommunity N av igator Pilot 

rogram s  fi rst 
Lending Fair. T he lending f air 
also included f ree technical as-
sistance and business adv ice.

“ Although August is recog-
nized as N ational Black Busi-
ness M onth, the SBA M S-C N PP 
is on the M OV E to help small 
businesses with outreach ser-
v ices year-round,”  said Beulah 
Greer, C SLC  Ex ecutiv e Direc-
tor and dministrative fi cer 
of  the C N PP.  

As part of  a national initia-
tiv e introduced by President 
Biden and V ice President Har-
ris, the C SLC  M OV E ( M issis-

sippi Opportunities f or a V ital 
Economy  pro ect was one o  
51 grantees nationwide award-
ed the Small Business Adminis-
tration’ s C ommunity N av igator 
Pilot Program grant to do “ tar-
geted outreach f or small busi-
nesses in underserv ed commu-
nities.”  ( sba.gov ) . 

“ T ogether with our spokes, 
C SLC  M S-C ommunity N av i-
gator strategically instituted 
the lending f air and on-the spot 
technical assistance as an out-
reach in which we hope to part-
ner with other entities to hold in 

other underserv ed areas of  the 
state as well,”  said Greer. “ In 
f act, we are currently engaged 
in conv ersation with another 
non profi t to hold one in the 
M ississippi Delta.”  

T he SBA designates spokes 
as “ trusted, culturally knowl-
edgeable local groups and in-
dividuals  who will connect to 
specifi c sectors o  the entrepre
neurial community to prov ide 
assistance during economic re-
covery, including  fi nancial as
sistance and access to capital;  
contracting and procurement;  

marketing, operations, business 
dev elopment, and ex porting;  
industry specifi c training.

Participating lenders in the 
ommunity avigator s fi rst 

lending f air were Bancorp-
South/ C adence, BankPlus, 
Guaranty Bank, Holmes C oun-
ty Bank and T rustmark.

“ T oday was ex cellent;  I was 
v ery ex cited to participate,”  
said Debra M cGee, Senior V ice 
President and Director of  M i-
nority Business Dev elopment 
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60-plus business owners helped at MS-
o unity avi ator’s fi rst endin  air

 o ners e cited to et state certifi cate  u ust is ational lac  usiness onth

Mississippi 
capital’s lac  

business owners 
decry water woes

Water blame game 
can’t shroud the truth

Lending Fair
Continued on page 2

Water
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By Michael Goldberg
Associated Press/ R eport for America

By Gail H.M. Brown, Ph.D.
C ontrib uting  W riter 

COMMENTARYBy Christopher Young
C ontrib uting  W riter

Adrian Clark, Clark’s Customs 
Paint and Body Works, LLC

Franquetta Langston, Queen of 
Things, LLC

Lolita Bailey, J-Lo’s Occasions, 
LLC

T he press conf erence con-
ducted at 2 p.m. M onday at 
Hinds C ounty C hancery C ourt 
Building was called by District 
1 Superv isor R obert Graham 
and District 2 Superv isor Dav id 
Archie. It was held in a second 
 oor hallway, not the supervi

sors’  boardroom.
Superv isor Archie began in-

dicating that he and Superv i-
sor Graham wanted to address 
three things:  1)  the $ 5 million 
that is supposed to go to 6 6 4 
State Street to create an eco-
nomic dev elopment center in 
a building that is only worth 
half  a million dollars would 
be money poorly spent,  the 
proposed $ 10m that was to go 
to economic dev elopment had 
somehow shif ted to $ 4M  in less 
than 15 minutes af ter hav ing 
the discussion in ex ecutiv e ses-
sion, and 3  that there is tal  o  
giv ing the Hinds C ounty Jail to 
the city o  ac son, and that he 
and  Superv isor Graham don’ t 

now anything about it. 
He went on to say that “ these 

are the things you need to now 

because all of  these things are 
being done in the bac  room 
and we are not being inv ited.”

He characterized the other 
board members 3  not pres
ent)  as a con-man and two dum-

mies. “ We are in the business 
o  fi xing roads, fi xing streets, 
and ma ing sure this county is 
absolutely ta en care o  when it 
comes to crime.”

Archie said he doesn’ t hear 
anyone in this county tal ing 
about economic dev elopment. 
“ T hey want to get crime under 
control, fi x the potholes, fi x the 
ditches, clean the streets, get 
the trash o  the road, deal with 
loitering, the homeless and the 
mentally ill population that’ s 
ta ing place in inds ounty.

He indicated he wants to be 
proactiv e and let the people 
o  inds ounty now all this 
now, to avoid what happened 
on Farish Street –  millions of  
dollars went into Farish Street 
and nobody nows where the 
money is.”  He claimed that 
if  he and Superv isor Graham 
need to fi le a lawsuit to protect 
the taxpayer dollars, they are 
prepared to do so.

Superv isor Graham indicated 
that superv isors hav e a respon-
sibility to pave roads, repair 

bridges, and ma e sure that 
they help the city o  ac son 
and the sev en municipalities 
in inds ounty fi ght crime. 
That is our priority, but that 

is what we are not doing at this 
particular point in time because 
sev eral other board members 
want to ta e the money and di
v ert it into other things that are 
not dealing with crime and not 
dealing with roads and bridg-
es,  raham said.

He indicated that he is op-
posed to monies going to eco-
nomic dev elopment because 
the Hinds C ounty Economic 
Dev elopment Authority has 
not req uested any money. He 
restated “ there is no higher pri-
ority than crime and repairing 
roads and bridges.”  Graham 
was insistent that we don’ t 
sq uander away this one-time 
money f rom the American R es-
cue Plan.

He also mentioned that to-
day a motion to giv e the Dis-

I m p l e m e n t -
ing solutions to 
fi ght crime is hard 
enough, but it 
seems in ac son 

we struggle to agree on the 
solutions themselv es. I suspect 
that JPD would agree. Just to 
provide a snapshot, loo  at the 
ov erall crime j ust in the month 
of  M ay in the chart on the nex t 
page. See what the U nif orm 
C rime R eporting Statistics in 
ac son reveal, when combin

ing subcategories.
These days, especially now 

in light of  the shootings at the 
M ississippi Fairgrounds M ud-
bug estival, aturday, pril 
3 , there are numerous elected 
o fi cials scampering around 

doing something that loo s 
li e a deeper dive on crime 
fi ghting. et s remember, it s 
been less than six  months since 
ac son earned the distinction 

of  hav ing the highest per cap-
ita murder rate in the country.

n 199 , there were 9  ho
micides in ac son  per 
month ,  years later in 

 there were 13  1  per 
month , and in 1 there were 
1  ust below 13 per month . 
T hese numbers represent all of  
ac son, not ust select areas.

T he C apitol C omplex  Im-
provement istrict  
seems to be getting the maj or-
ity of  the attention and the ma-
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His Name 
is George 
Floyd
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the tennis industry
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Hinds County Supervisors Press Conference

T he v ictims of  the racist mas-
sacre at a u alo, ew or  
supermar et have been identi
fi ed and their ages range rom 
3  to .

Av owed white racist Payton 
Gendron allegedly put together 
a 1 page mani esto that re
vealed his hatred or blac  and 
Jewish people and the “ replace-
ment theory”  ideology that Fox  

ews o ten spea s o , notably 
hosts Tuc er arlson and aura 
Ingraham.

dditionally, several epub
lican politicians hav e spouted 
the racist theory,  saying that 

Democrats’  immigration poli-
cies would “ replace”  GOP v ot-
ers with indiv iduals of  color.

ew or  epublican on
gresswoman Elise te ani  and 
Ohio GOP hopef ul JD V ance 
recently have been outspo en 
in supporting “ replacement 
theory.”

te ani  used the concept in 
her 2021 campaign ads say-
ing, radical emocrats are 
planning their most aggressiv e 
mov e yet:  a permanent election 
insurrection.”

ance, a onald Trump
endorsed candidate, recently 
ratcheted up the rhetoric.

ou re tal ing about a shi t 

in the democratic ma eup o  
this country that would mean 
we never win, meaning e
publicans would nev er win a 
national election in this coun-
try ever again,  he claimed at a 
campaign ev ent last month.

ance s de eated opponent, 
osh andel, also ran on re

placement theory.”
“ T his is about changing the 

ace o  merica, fi guratively 
and literally,  andel stated in 
a published interv iew.

“ T hey are trying to change 
our culture, change our demo
graphics and change our elec-
torate. This is all about power,  
he said.

o ar, the only epublican 
politician of  note to call out the 
racist rhetoric is Wyoming C on-
gresswoman i  heney.

“ T he House GOP leadership 
has enabled white nationalism, 
white supremacy, and anti sem
itism,  heney wrote on Twit
ter. “ History has taught us that 
what begins with words ends in 
f ar worse. @ GOP leaders must 
renounce and rej ect these v iews 
and those who hold them.”

eanwhile, among the vic
tims in the Buf f alo shooting 
was a ormer police o fi cer, and 
11 o  the 13 illed or in ured 
were blac .

Hinds County Supervisor David Archie, District 2 (L) and Hinds County Supervisor Robert Graham, Dis-
trict 1 (R) at the press conference. PHOTO BY CHRIS YOUNG
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Crime at the 
surface

in Jackson

By Chris Young  
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ffi cials release na es 
of those illed in racist 

uffalo assacre

Jackson Capitol Police Headquarters is housed in the E.T. Woolfolk 
tate fi ce uil ing locate  at   est treet
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One of  the greatest Jack-
son State Football T igers to 
ev er don the Blue and White 
has ascended to the position 
of  head coach at his alma 
mater.

T .C . T aylor has been 
named the 22nd head coach 

f or JSU  f ootball. He will of -
fi cially ta e the reins o  the 
program f ollowing the con-
clusion of  the C elebration 
Bowl and will be f ormally 
introduced in January.

T he f ormer JSU  q uarter-
back and wide receiv er has 
been a part of  the Jackson 

State f ootball staf f  since 
2019 , coaching tight ends 
and wide receiv ers, and has 
played a key role in an his-
toric run ov er the past two 
seasons of  T iger f ootball.

JSU  has posted a 23 -2 re-
cord ov er the past two sea-
sons, winning back-to-back 

Southwestern Athletic C on-
f erence championships and 
posting consecutiv e unde-
f eated conf erence seasons.

“ I am ex cited to announce 
T .C . T aylor as our nex t head 
coach,”  said Jackson State 
V ice President/ Director of  
Athletics Ashley R obinson. 

“ T .C .’ s passion and lov e f or 
Jackson State U niv ersity is 
unq uestioned. His f erv ent 
desire and hunger to lead his 
alma mater as head coach is 
unparalleled. His standard 
of  ex cellence as a player as 

JSU Tiger great T. C. Taylor named head football coach

JSU
Continued on page 3

The 
White 
Wall

3rd Annual Intellectual 
Revolution of 
Creativity at Holiday 
Book Festival 2022
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M ississippi is a red state. Our 
legislature is dominated by R e-
publicans in both chambers –  a 
total of  110, compared with 
58  Democrats, and a f ew In-
dependents, per their website. 
T he make-up of  the legislature, 
which is the result of  the will of  
the v oters, has resulted in a su-
permaj ority in both chambers;  
meaning if  the R epublicans want 
something, they can get it with-
out any help f rom Democrats. 

We hear the terms conserv a-
tiv e and liberal, and in our state, 
it seems as if  being or lean-
ing liberal is akin to something 
downright horrible. So, we hav e 
all these conserv ativ e R epubli-
can legislators that have a fi rm 
hold on power, and of  course, we 
hav e our gov ernor.

Despite hav ing a supermaj or-
ity of  R epublican legislators, 
we hav e things going on in M is-
sissippi that make one wonder 
about these legislators’  belief  
in conserv ativ e v alues and prin-
ciples. Britanica.com says that 
conserv atism is a political doc-
trine that emphasizes the v alue 

of  traditional institutions and 
practices. C linging to tradition 
is a f ull-time endeav or in M is-
sissippi –  no doubt more v alued 
than ev en the Egg Bowl. 

Holding on to yesterday has 
its costs though. A price is paid. 
T he American dream ev olv es 
on a f orward traj ectory –  inspi-
ration, ingenuity, and adv ance-
ment. In M ississippi we embrace 
a past that was dev astating to a 
huge swath of  our population, 
and now we are trying to restrict 

the telling of  that past.
A f ew days ago, our gov er-

nor sent this message on T witter 
–  “ N o country can surv iv e if  it 
raises its children to despise the 
inherent v alues upon which it 
was f ounded.”  

Among those v alues, especial-
ly in the Deep South, were sys-
temic slav ery and oppression, 
yet our gov ernor attempts to 
whitewash that truth at ev ery op-
portunity. T he price that is paid 
is rev ealed in multiple ways f or 

M ississippi. We are last in ev ery 
meaningf ul ranking of  progress. 
Hospitals are closing and more 
are in j eopardy of  closing, most 
in areas of  the state where pov er-
ty is highest. We continue to op-
press Af rican Americans, other 
people of  color, and the poor. In 
the state with the largest percent 
of  Af rican American popula-
tion per capita –  40 percent,  9 4 
percent of  our state agencies are 
headed by European Americans.

We are cutting income tax , 
which benefi ts wealthy people 
f ar more than poor people, yet 
our grocery tax  is the highest in 
the whole country –  ev en poor 
people need groceries. T he en-
during ref rain in M ississippi is 
one of  white supremacy –  keep-
ing Af rican Americans f rom ad-
v ancement and making sure our 
history is told in a manner which 
is f av orable to European Ameri-
cans, regardless of  truth.

R unning parallel to this back-
ward thin ing is our fi scal poli
cy. T here is so much talk now of  
hav ing a budget surplus;  some-
where between $ 1-2 billion, but 

Surplus funds at the Mississippi Capitol
hen ill our state’s fi scal priorities truly serve ll ississippians

PHOTO BY WIKIPEDIA

M ississippi’ s Small Busi-
ness Administration C om-
munity N av igation Pilot Pro-
gram ( C N PP)  held a media 
ev ent  Dec. 1, 2022. It was 
hosted by and held at the 
C ommunity Student Learn-
ing C enter ( C SLC )  located at 
3 3 3  Y azoo Street in Lex ing-
ton, M S.

SBA R egional Administra-
tor Allen T homas was there 
to meet, tour and see some 
of  the small business owners 
and businesses that were be-
ing helped by C N PP.

C N N P is a f ederally f unded 
program that helps the SBA 
engage with states, local gov -
ernments, SBA resource part-
ners and other organizations 
in targeted outreach f or small 
businesses in underserv ed 
communities”  ( sba.gov ) . 

Lex ington M ayor R obin 
M cC rory welcomed guests to 
the ev ent and to the city.

Allen, whose home base is 
in Atlanta, stated he is v ery 
appreciativ e of  the work that 
is being done in the nav iga-
tion pilot program and local 
trusted partners are v ery in-
strumental in assisting with 
planting seeds that will mul-
tiply in getting resources in 
the right hands of  those that 
need help. 

Others that accompanied 
T homas and spoke about 
their roles included SBA 
M ississippi District Direc-
tor Janita Steward, Deputy 
Director Ashlei Donerson, 
and Specialist Outreach and 
M arketing V eroniq ue T hom-
as. T hey were there to v isit 
businesses   and hear success 
stories.

Lucretia Holmes, a grant 
proj ect manager spoke brief -
ly regarding implementa-
tion of  a grant which serv es 
elementary, middle and high 

school students in Holmes 
C ounty.  She said the grant 
she is managing f ocusses on 
teaching students about good 
character, con  ict resolution 
and how to av oid v iolence.

T he group v isited two busi-
ness owners in Lex ington that 
had success stories to share.

One was Holmes C ounty 
nativ e Kalyn D. Dav is of  KT  
Home C onstruction LLC . 
Dav is said he was literally 
shocked when C SLC , SBA 
M S C N PP Proj ector Direc-
tor Antwan C lark told him 
he had been approv ed f or a 
$ 100,000 low interest busi-
ness loan.

Dav is giv es God credit 
f or blessing him with the 
loan and all other blessings 
that hav e been coming his 
way. He and his KT  Home 
C onstruction, LLC  team are 
loo ing orward to their fi rst 
maj or historic gov ernment 
contract to be constructed in 
the M ississippi Delta. 

Holmes C ounty nativ e and 
disabled V ietnam War V et-
eran Leonard Hampton has 
been in business since 19 7 2. 
T he owner of  Harv esters En-
terprise, LLC  said he started 
his fi rst business, oul cis
sors Barber Shop, on Lynch 
Street in Jackson, M S with 
only $ 3 41 in the bank. “ Be-
ing a business owner is a 
struggle”  he said, “ but you 
hav e to keep mov ing along.”

Harv esters Enterprise, 
 leases o fi ce space in 

Lex ington and due to C OV -
ID-19  one of  his tenants had 
to close his business in 2020.

Hampton heard about the 
C ommunity N av igator Pi-
lot Program, operated by the 
C ommunity Students Learn-
ing C enter v ia one of  its 
Spoke partners, Henry Luck-
ett of  Knowledge Inf o, LLC .

Jackson State U niv ersity’ s 
Fall commencement was held 
Friday, Dec. 9 , at the Lee E. 
Williams Athletic &  Assembly 
C enter, located at 1400 Lynch 
Street in Jackson.

T he keynote speaker was R o-
land S. M artin, managing editor 
o  oland artin nfi ltered.

JSU  President T homas K. 
Hudson, J.D., presided ov er the 
commencement.

Hudson said to the graduates, 

“ T his is your day. We are here 
to celebrate you, so I encourage 
you to enj oy this accomplish-
ment, f or it is a tremendous 
milestone in your lif e and a ma-
j or step in your career.”

When M artin took to the po-
dium he shared a story about 
one of  his nieces that is in col-
lege.

He told the story that when 
she was in kindergarten, there 
was a noticeable change in her 
happy f ree spirit. It was later re-
v ealed that her teacher had bro-

ken her spirit by telling her that 
a picture which she had drawn 
was not good. As a result of  
the interaction, M artin had his 
niece remov ed f rom that class.

M artin said, “ It of f ended us 
that a teacher would somehow 
stop this amazing, wonderf ul 
mind and begin to say her art-
work wasn’ t good enough when 
she’ s a kindergartener, when 
she should’ v e been teaching 
them to think f ar beyond what 
they were actually doing.”

M artin wanted the graduates 

to have confi dence in them
selv es when they walk into a 
room. He said, “ T here are some 
f olks who are present, but there 
are some f olks who hav e pres-
ence.”

In closing he said, “ T his is 
your moment to lead. T his is 
your moment to create. T his is 
your moment to stand up. T his 
is your moment to be able to 
challenge and show the world 
ex actly who you are and what 
you are made of .”

See graduation photos, page 13.

Roland S. Martin speaks
at JSU’s fall commencement 

 hosts  
Community 
avi ation Pilot 

Pro ra  PP

By Jackie Hampton
Pub lisher

 By Jackie Hampton
Pub lisher

Roland Martin, keynote speaker at the commencementHudson presided over the commencement.

(L-R) Veronique Thomas, SBA marketing and outreach specialist; 
Ashley Donerson, SBA deputy district director; Allen Thomas, 
SBA regional administrator; Janita Stewart, MS SBA district di-
rector, Beulah Greer, CSLC executive director and Leslie Greer, 
CSLC founder and board president PHOTOS BY JACKIE HAMPTON
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Continued on page 3

Funds
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By Chris Young 
C ontrib uting  W riter

President Joe Biden on 
T uesday signed the historic 

 billion n  ation educ
tion ct into law, a ma or ac
complishment or the admin
istration and a Democratic 
Party that’ s now looking 
with more optimism toward 
N ov ember’ s crucial midterm 
elections.

T he bill represents the most 
signifi cant climate invest
ment in U .S. history.

It includes strengthening 
critical provisions o  the 
f ordable C are Act, prov iding 
M edicare with authority to 
negotiate certain prescription 
drug costs, and administra
tion o fi cials anticipate it will 
create obs with amily sus
taining wages.

Additionally, the law will 
reduce the national defi cit.

Biden said new tax es would 
pay f or the bill, including a 
15%  minimum tax  on large 
corporations and a 1%  tax  on 
stock buyback.

Ov erall, it’ s proj ected that 
the measure would result in 
the gov ernment raking in 
more than $ 7 00 billion ov er 
ten years while spending 
about $ 43 0 billion to help 
reduce carbon emissions and 
securing the extension o  sub
sidies in the health care law.

“ T his legislation is a game 
changer. It will create j obs, 
lower costs, increase U .S. 
competitiv eness, reduce air 
pollution, and, of  course, 
tac le the climate crisis,  or
mer V ice President Al Gore 
told T he C limate 202.

“ We hav e crossed a maj or 
threshold, and it’ s going to 

Police hav e “ terrorized’ ’  
black residents in a small 

ississippi town by sub ect
ing them to alse arrests, ex
cessive orce and intimida
tion, according to a f ederal 
lawsuit fi led Tuesday by a 
civ il rights organization.

The organi ation, 
LIAN , is seeking a temporary 
restraining order against the 
Lex ington police department 
to demand protection f or the 
town s largely blac  popula
tion. Lex ington is about 6 3  
miles ( 100 kilometers)  north 
of  the capital city of  Jackson.

“ It’ s both unconscionable 
and illegal f or Lex ington 
residents to be terrorized 
and liv e in f ear of  the police 
department whose j ob is to 

protect them,  said ill ol
len Jef f erson, president and 
f ounder of  JU LIAN . “ We 
need both the courts and the 
Department of  Justice to step 
in immediately.’ ’

T he town’ s city attorney 
did not immediately respond 
to a req uest f or comment. 
T he town’ s interim police 
chief , C harles Henderson, 
cast doubt on many of  the 
allegations in response to an 
email req uest f or comment 
f rom T he Associated Press.

“ I’ m working on mov ing 
the exington olice epart
ment f orward,’ ’  Henderson 
said. “ I will say, don’ t buy 
into ev erything you hear. T his 
is def amation of  character.’ ’

T he lawsuit comes af ter 
JU LIAN  said it obtained an 

al  with a oc  is a non
profi t organi ation that was 
started in  by a cardiolo
gist in C olumbus, Ohio who 
was rustrated with his inabil

ity to af f ect behav ior change in 
the clinical setting. Dr. Dav id 
Sabgir theref ore, inv ited his 
patients to go f or a walk with 
him in a local park on a spring 
Saturday morning and to his 
surprise 100 people showed up.

Since that ev ent, ‘ Walk with a 
oc  has grown into an interna

tional grassroots ev ent and was  
ic ed o  ugust 13 in ac

son by  o  ississippi.
The doctor led event launched 

at 8 : 3 0 a.m. in the park, near the 

arham ridges Tennis en
ter located at 5055 Old C anton 

oad. everal health pro es
sionals spent Saturday morning 
ex ercising with members of  the 

Despite what you 
hear f rom the lips 
of  Gov ernor T ate 

eeves, it s no sur
prise to the readers 

of  The Mississippi Link that is
sissippi is the poorest state in the 
country, and with Jackson being 
the most highly populated city, 
the poverty level or ississip
pians ar exceeds the 1 .  lev
el reported by the 2020 C ensus. 

ississippi is not merely indi
erent to poor people, our ma or

ity white, epublican, and yes, 
C hristian legislators, seem to 
hav e contempt f or poor people. 
Let’ s look at this T AN F scandal 
beyond the headlines.

nnually, the ederal govern
ment allots millions of  tax payer 
dollars to states, v ia a block grant 
system under the Department of  

ealth and uman ervices, 
fi ce o  amily ssistance. 

One of  the largest programs 
is called T  Temporary s
sistance f or N eedy Families) . 
T hese f amilies are the poorest 
of  the poor, trying to liv e with 
income at least 13 8 %  below the 
established pov erty lev el. T AN F 
is a f ederal saf ety net f or these 
f amilies.

T he C enter on Budget and 
Policy Priorities ( C BPP)  says, 
“ States can use f ederal T AN F 
and state maintenance of  ef f ort 
( M OE)  dollars to meet any of  
the f our purposes set out in the 
19 9 6  law:  ( 1)  assisting f amilies 
in need so children can be cared 
f or in their own homes or the 
homes o  relatives   reduc
ing the dependency of  parents 
in need by promoting ob prepa
ration, work, and marriage;  ( 3 )  
prev enting pregnancies among 
unmarried persons  and  en
couraging the f ormation and 

maintenance o  two parent ami
lies. tates defi ne what consti
tutes a needy amily or the fi rst 
and second purposes and do not 
hav e to limit assistance to needy 
f amilies f or the third and f ourth 
purposes.”

They go on to say, ash as
sistance policy in the U .S. is 
steeped in a legacy of  racist ideas 
and policies. ore than a centu
ry of  f alse and harmf ul narrativ es 

 such as blac  women are unfi t 
mothers  and paternalistic poli
cies that sought to control black 
women’ s reproductiv e behav ior 
and compel their labor hav e led 
to many aspects o  T s cur
rent design. T hese policies hav e 
created a weak cash saf ety net 
that disproportionately leav es 

lac  amilies without cash as
sistance. Howev er, these policies 
do not ex clusiv ely harm Black 
amilies  all amilies acing a cri

sis or struggling to pay f or their 
basic needs are harmed when 

they cannot access the support 
they need.”

M ississippi is a debtor state 
–  the 4th highest in the country, 
meaning or every dollar issis
sippi pays in tax es, it gets $ 2.3 4 
bac  rom the ederal govern
ment. 43 .8 %  of  the entire annual 
revenue o  the state o  ississip
pi is a handout f rom the f ederal 
gov ernment –  ranking highest in 
the nation, says, businessinsider.
com.  

T hen comes these T AN F 
f unds, and M ississippi got wise 
to the lack of  req uirement to 
detail accountability f or these 
unds, again, unds that are in

tended to serve the poorest ami
lies in M ississippi. A f ew years 
ago, they turned these millions 
of  dollars into their own personal 
slush f und. Who knows, with 
T  being enacted in 199 9 , 
maybe it’ s been going on much 
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(L-R) Kimberly Campbell, Esq., state director for AARP of MS; Dr. Joyce Wade, lung specialist; Dr. Selika Sweet, family physician; Dr. Justin 
urner,  chie  e ical o fi cer an  r  ursie a is ulli an, a ily e icine specialist     PHOTOS BY JACKIE HAMPTON
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COMMENTARY

The fi rst day o  ebruary on 
which the nation recogni ed 

lac  istory onth , 
there were more than twelve 
historically lac  olleges and 

niversities receiving bomb 
threats. ncluded in the twelve 
were our s in issis
sippi  ac son tate niversity 

ac son  lcorn tate niver
sity orman , Tougaloo ol
lege Tougaloo  and issis
sippi alley tate niversity 

tta ena  each received bomb 
threats.

Thomas udson, president 
o  ac son tate niversity is
sued the ollowing statement on 
Tuesday

Early this morning, our 
campus was the target o  an 
unsubstantiated bomb threat. 
The  epartment o  ublic 

a ety uic ly wor ed with the 
ac son olice epartment to 

investigate and sweep the cam
pus. They gave an all clear sig
nal, and we have resumed our 

operations. e will continue to 
monitor the situation and have 
heightened the presence o  law 
en orcement and enhanced our 
campus sa ety measures.

The recent threats to s 

across the country are a shame
less attempt to dampen our 
sense o  sa ety and reedom by 
attac ing locations traditionally 
considered a haven or all pur
suing an education in a nurtur

ing environment. e ta e every 
threat to our campus communi
ty seriously. owever, we will 
not be deterred in our pursuit o  

ter recently watching 
s mini series omen 

o  the ovement  the story 
o  amie Till obley,   
was reminded, as  o ten am, 
o  memories growing up in 

ississippi.
This docu drama chron

icled the li e o  amie Till 
obley, who devoted her 

li e to see ing ustice or her 
son Emmett Till. Till was 
abducted and illed or al
legedly  irting with a white 
woman in oney, issis
sippi.

 can remember loo ing at 
that iconic photo o  Emmett 
Till in Jet Magaz ine when  
was ust  years old.  only 
recall how aw ul it loo ed.  
don t remember even as ing 
my parents about it. Than s 
to executive co producers, 

ill mith and ay , this 
true story was a pain ul re
minder o  ississippi s his
tory during that perilous era.

s many governors, 
school boards and educa

tional systems are trying to 
erase such history by ban
ning certain boo s in our 
schools and public libraries 
how power ul to have this 
story retold at this particular 
time. ome governors have 
even said that they would 
penali e schools, teachers 
and principals i  such mate
rial is taught. The mini se
ries was and should be pain

The month o  ebruary is not only 
lac  istory but also a month to raise 

serious awareness about a growing 
problem or teens and young adults in 
our nation. 

n anuary 31, , . . resident 
oseph . iden, r., proclaimed eb

ruary  as ational Teen ating 
iolence wareness and revention 
onth.  call upon everyone to edu

cate themselves and others about teen 
dating violence so that together we can 
stop it,  said resident iden in the 

roclamation.
That s exactly what the ississippi 
oalition against omestic iolence 

 aimed to do with its re
cent 3rd nnual irtual Teen ating 

iolence wareness ummit, an. 9, 
rom 9 a.m. until  p.m. The theme was 

peration earless.  uring the sum
mit, youth, young adults, advocates 
and adults rom around the states, and 
beyond, oomed in to their computers 
and electronic devices as presenter a
ter presenter provided thought provo

ing in ormation and sounded the alarm 
about teen dating violence.

The in ormation was so eye opening 

that  had no idea  could sit in ront o  
a laptop as i   was glued to a T  set,  
expressed one attendee who wishes to 

remain anonymous.
eatured spea er ttorney arvana 

loud, Executive irector o  ommu

nity Empowerment olutions in Texas, 
shared that 1 in 3 teens is a victim o  
physical, sexual, emotional or verbal 
abuse rom a dating partner. ommu
nity Empowerment olutions is a legal 
services collaborative designed to sup
port and empower victims and commu
nities a ected by crime.

loud emphasi ed that teen dating 
violence very o ten goes unreported 
out due to ear. ometimes the victim 
will minimi e the violence  because o  
this , she said. he told the teens that 
domestic violence at any age can have 
an extreme traumatic impact  on a vic
tim. 

To ma e sure the teens understood 
her presentation, loud interspersed her 
presentation uestions to them or eed
bac . he as ed them did they under
stand what trauma means. he received 
such responses as  being emotionally 
wounded,  an event you go through 
mentally where you eel li e it is very 
hard to go through,  and something 
li e T .  he praised the youth or 
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HBCUs receive bomb 
threats fi rst day

of Black History Month

Maliyah Dillard, Amber Caston, Andra Robinson, Teen Advisor A J Burks, William Johnson, DiMariya Baskins and DiNiya Baskins
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You’re not supposed to be so blind with 
patriotism that you can’t face reality. 

Wrong is wrong, no matter who says it.
-Malcom X

By Paulette Patton
C ontrib uting  G uest W riter

Ex citement buzzed around 
the C ity of  Greenv ille, M iss. 
early Friday, April 1, about 
the anticipated arriv al of  the 
fi rst rican merican and 
fi rst emale ice resident o  
the U nited States.

“ The Mississippi Link was 
honored to be an inv ited 
media representativ e of  the 

lac  ress to provide cov
erage o  the history ma ing 
event,  said ublisher ac ie 
Hampton. Hampton is also 
an o fi cer o  the ational 

ewspaper ublishers s
sociation  a a the 

lac  ress. 
rior to arris  arrival to 

the city s E.E. ass ultural 
C enter, 3 23  S. M ain Street,  
excited groups and individu
als, gathered outside of  the 
U nited States Secret Serv ice 

secured area with 
welcoming signs.

mong them were o
fi cials and leaders o  the 

reenville ublic chools, 
whose building is across the 
street rom the culture cen
ter. Superintendent Debra 
Dace told The Mississippi 
Link, es, we re very hon
ored to have our ice resi
dent Harris v isit our small 
city of  Greenv ille.”  

“ And, we are j ust elated. 
lthough she is not visit

ing the schools today, we 
will hav e an opportunity to 
see her and hear about the 
support that she is going to 
prov ide the small businesses 
because the small businesses 
all help to support the school 
district. So, j ust hearing 
about the opportunities that 
our businesses will hav e is 
as ex citing f or the school 
district because that means 
that we ll have that much 
more support… .”

ace shared that  is 
one o  the fi rst school dis
tricts to partner with a our
year college f or an early 
college entry program. 

lso outside o  the secu

rity zone bearing welcoming 
banners were members of  

lpha appa lpha oror
ity, Inc. who were poised to 
wave at their internationally
known sorority sister. T hey 
declined comments without 
their chapter president pres
ent.

T he f ollowing are v arious 
reactions and excerpts o  re
actions f rom others bef ore 
and af ter the ev ent:

t the s visit  means 
a lot. As a commissioner, 
I know that the president, 
with all o  his executive or
ders,… has of tentimes talked 
about communities that are 
le t behind  poor communi
ties, rural communities, and 
communities of  color. T his 
fi ts all categories. s Trans
portation ommissioner, m 
fi ghting to get monies or the 
inf rastructure system to add 
to what we are already do
ing.  ississippi Transpor
tation C ommissioner Willie 
Simmons ( On the steps of  
the E.E. ass  

The Mississippi Link also 
as ed immons his opin
ion on whether the SBA 
EIDL and companion grants 
should be brought back f or 
the many small business 
owners who may not hav e 
known or had time to access 
them bef ore the December 
3 1, 2021 deadline. Simmons 
replied:

“ Of  course, there are those 
small businesses that were 
trying to make a comeback, 
but they ran out of  j uice ... 
because the f unds are no 
longer there. They need an
other booster. ust li e we 
need another booster f or the 
v irus, these businesses need 
another booster in order to 
surv iv e and make it through 
in  ation. s ood prices and 
ev erything are going up, 
they are struggling. Some 
businesses still hav e to pay 
rent when they don t have 
income… So all these things 
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T here was no April f ooling 
about the historic ev ent that 
unf olded Friday, April 1, in 
the M ississippi Delta C ity of  
Greenv ille. 

ice resident amala ar
ris, the fi rst blac  and fi rst e
male ice resident o  the 
U nited States graced the city 
with her presence to promote 
the iden arris administra
tion s commitment to investing 
in merica s small businesses 
and communities. 

he was greeted  on the tar
mac when she landed by U .S. 

ep. ennie Thompson, chair
man of  the C ommittee on 
Homeland Security and the 

elect ommittee to nvesti
gate the anuary th ttac  on 
the . . apitol and by reen
ville s own history ma er, Err
ic  . immons, the fi rst ri
can merican male mayor o  
the city. T hen she was giv en a 
motorcade tour through the city 
with one business stop bef ore 
speaking later that day at the 
E.E. Bass C ultural C enter, 3 23  
S. M ain Street.

At the E.E., M ayor Simmons 
told the reportedly 120 or more 
inv ited guest and members of  
the media, local, state and na
tional:  “ T oday is a great day 
f or the C ity of  Greenv ille. It 
is a great day f or the State of  

ississippi. t s a great day or 
small businesses and their com
munities. t s a great day or 
America.”

It was most certainly a great 
day f or small business owner, 
oyce ohnson o  oycee s ab

ric and ewing enter. ot only 
did ohnson receive a visit at 
her shop f rom Harris but also 
a orded the opportunity to in
troduce the history ma ing vice 
president on her fi rst visit to 
M ississippi in that capacity. 

“ T his was a special v isit f or 
me because ice resident 
Harris and I were taught to 
sew by our mothers and grand
mothers,  said ohnson, who 
has been sewing f or 45 years. 
“ Like many small businesses, 
the 19 small business 
threatened my liv elihood. I 
had to make serious decisions 
whether  could eep oycee s 
open. But thanks to the Hope 
C redit U nion and programs like 

aychec  rotection rogram, 
I f ound out that I had options 
that would allow me to keep my 
business open and my dream 
alive.  The crowd burst into ap
plause. 

ohnson said she was so hon
ored by arris  visit to her sew
ing center, and also that the v isit 
was proo  that the iden ar
ris dministration is commit
ted to ensuring small business 

owners and those wanting to 
start their own business can be 
successf ul.

Introducing Harris as hav ing 
been a champion or small busi
nesses in the Senate and now, 
ohnson said, ice resident 
arris, it is clear that you be

liev e all small entrepreneurs no 
matter where they liv e or who 
they are deserve the opportuni
ty to succeed… I present to you 
the ice resident o  the nited 
States, Kamala Harris.”  

T he crowd roared with cheer 
and extensive applause as ar
ris too  the stage. s. oyce,  
want to than  you or that intro
duction,”  Harris said. She said 
visiting ohnson s shop and 
seeing all those beauti ul dress
es really took her back. “ I know 
what it means to hav e a place 
like that in the community… ,”  
she said. 

Bef ore beginning her speech, 
Harris recognized and thanked 
Simmons, R ep. T hompson, and 
Hope C redit U nion C EO Bill 
Bynum f or the roles they played 
in her v isit to M ississippi.

arris re erred to Thomp
son as a “ true champion f or 
the people of  this state.”  “ I did 
not make this trip and its plans 
without chec ing in with en
nie T hompson,”  she said. “ I 
hav e seen him ov er the years in 
the halls o  the capital  some
times when the cameras are on 
and sometimes when the cam
eras are not on. He is always 
fi ghting or the people o  is
sissippi,”  Harris. 

Earlier, Thompson had simi
larly complimented the iden

arris dministration. Thomp
son said in ref erence to his 
support o  the iden arris d
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