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W h e n  I h e a r d  As h l e y  B e l l ,  
o n  W M P R - 9 0 . 1  l a s t  w e e k  
t a l k i n g  a b o u t  G u n s  f o r  G r a n t s ,  
i t  r e a l l y  c a u g h t  m y  e a r .  Af t e r  
g e t t i n g  h o l d  o f  h e r ,  s h e  a g r e e d  
t o  m e e t  a t  The Mississippi L ink
offi ce for an interview so that 
o u r  r e a d e r s  c o u l d  l e a r n  m o r e  
about this initiative, along with 
co-organizer Jarvis Jones.

W h i l e  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  a t  
Sonic Drive-In over the course 
o f  a  f e w  y e a r s  t h e y  s p e n t  m a n y  
d a y s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  c h a n g e  b u t  
n e i t h e r  h a d  a n y  i d e a  t h a t  t h e y  
w e r e  l a y i n g  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  
the change they spoke so vehe-
m e n t l y  a b o u t .

U n d e r  t h e  g u i d a n c e  a n d  t u -
t e l a g e  o f  Sh e r r i  J o n e s  t h e  t w o  
formed a non-profi t, The Rip-
ple Effects, striving to make an 
i m p a c t  i n  o u r  y o u n g  p e o p l e ’ s  
lives – intervening, creating 
opportunities and incentiviz-
ing productive behavior.

Recently, they have begun a 
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  G u n s  f o r  
G r a n t s  p r o g r a m  o p e r a t i n g  i n  
B r o o k l y n ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  a n d  a r e  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  o f  b r i n g i n g  
t h e  p r o g r a m  t o  M i s s i s s i p p i .  
An alternative to incarceration 
could become a win-win, sav-
i n g  t a x p a y e r s  u n t o l d  t h o u s a n d s  
of dollars per year, and provid-
i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  s c h o l a r s h i p s  t o  
y o u n g  p e o p l e  t o  l e a r n  t r a d e s  
and forge productive careers. 
G u n s  o f f  t h e  s t r e e t s  c o u p l e d  
w i t h  s e c o n d  c h a n c e s  f o r  m a n y  
who would not otherwise have 
t h e m ,  s u r e  s o u n d s  l i k e  s o m e -
t h i n g  w e  d e s p e r a t e l y  n e e d .

In short – if everything is 
working ideally, a 13–2�-year-

old could volunteer to turn-
over their illegal gun or ghost 
g u n  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  p r i o r  t o  
a n y  c h a r g e s ,  t h e n  e n t e r  t h i s  
p r o g r a m  a n d   b e g i n  t h e i r  l i f e  
a n e w  w i t h  a  c h a n c e  t o  e s t a b -
l i s h  a  n e w  f o u n d a t i o n  f r o m  
which to move forward – leav-
i n g  t h e  s t r e e t s  b e h i n d  i n  t h e i r  
rear-view mirror.

So m e  m i g h t  w o n d e r  h o w  
B e l l  a n d  J o n e s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  
Guns for Grants. The founder 
a n d  CEO  o f  G u n s  f o r  G r a n t s ,  
R a s h i d  Li t t l e j o h n ,  e x p l a i n s  i n  
t h i s  e m a i l  e x c e r p t :  “ M y  o r -
g a n i z a t i o n  i s  a l s o  a  c o m m u -
n i t y  p a r t n e r  w i t h  t h e  M o s e s  
W e s t  Fo u n d a t i o n ,  w h e r e  o u r  
r e c e n t  e f f o r t  w a s  t o  p l a c e  a n  
At m o s p h e r i c  W a t e r  G e n e r a t o r  
i n  J a c k s o n ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  t o  a s -
s i s t  i n  t h e  w a t e r  c r i s i s .  Du r i n g  
t h e  s t a y  a  f e w  o f  o u r  p a r t n e r s  
c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  s o m e  a m a z i n g  
leaders and we’ve since began 
e x p l o r i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  
G�G program at Jackson State, 
Tougaloo College and Hinds 
Co m m u n i t y  Co l l e g e .  W e  c a m e  
a c r o s s  y o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  
s a w  a  s h a r e d  m i s s i o n  s o  h o p e  
w e  c a n  w o r k  t o g e t h e r . ”

B e i n g  i n  t h e  r i g h t  p l a c e  a t  
the right time pays dividends 
– and that would have never 
happened if The Ripple Effects 
w a s  n o t  e n g a g e d  i n  o u r  c o m -
m u n i t y ,  b e a t i n g  t h e  s t r e e t s ,  
t r y i n g  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  c h a n g e .  
So  m a n y  a r e  q u i c k  t o  c r i t i c i z e ,  
s o  f e w  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  a c t u a l l y  
d o  t h e  w o r k  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  
change. Bell and Jones have 
u n i q u e  s t o r i e s ,  a r e  w i s e  t o  o u r  
realities in Jackson and Hinds 

Fi r s t  t i m e  i n  s c h o o l  h i s t o r y ,  
11 & 0 overall record. Second 
consecutive 8 & 0 record in the 
SW AC.  B a c k  t o  B a c k  Ea s t e r n  d i -
vision SWAC champions. Host-
i n g  SW AC c h a m p i o n s h i p  g a m e  
in consecutive years. JSU is the 
fi rst team since Alcorn, in 1�8�, 
t o  g o  u n d e f e a t e d  a n d  u n t i e d  i n  
t h e  SW AC.

There are so many things can 
b e  s a i d  a b o u t  t h e  m a g i c a l  s e a -
son for Jackson State University. 
The team has just been dominate. 
So m e  g a m e s ,  t h e  o f f e n s e  c o u l d  
d o  n o  w r o n g  a n d  s c o r e d  a t  w i l l .  
In  o t h e r  g a m e s ,  t h e  o f f e n s e  g o t  
o f f  t o  s l o w  s t a r t s ,  b u t  m a n a g e d  
t o  s c o r e  e n o u g h  t o  w i n  t h e  g a m e .  
The defense has been lights out 
all season. The Darkside Defense 
was allowing an average of �.8 
p o i n t s  p e r  g a m e  h e a d i n g  i n t o  t h e  
g a m e  w i t h  Al c o r n  l a s t  Sa t u r d a y .

Al c o r n  b e c a m e  t h e  1 0 t h  t e a m  
this season to score 1� points or 
l e s s .  W i t h  t h e i r  s p o t  i n  t h e  c h a m -
pionship game already solidifi ed, 
JSU could’ve taken the approach 
of resting players to prevent in-
jury. That was not the case. JSU 
came out to fi nish the regular 
s e a s o n  s t r o n g .

Al c o r n  St a t e  s t a r t e d  t h e  g a m e  
w i t h  s t i l l  a  s l i m  c h a n c e  o f  m a k -
i n g  i t  t o  t h e  c h a m p i o n s h i p  g a m e .   
They needed losses by Prairie 
9iew, Southern and Texas South-
e r n  a n d  t o  w i n  a g a i n s t  J a c k s o n  
St a t e .  It  s t a r t e d  w e l l ,  P r a i r i e  V i e w  
lost to 9alley and Texas Southern 
l o s t  t o  Al a b a m a  A& M .  Al c o r n  
came out aggressive. Their de-
f e n s e  w a s  m a k i n g  a  s t a t e m e n t .

Ea r l y  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  q u a r t e r ,  
running back Jarveon Howard 
scored on a two yard, giving 
Al c o r n  a  7  t o  3  l e a d .  J SU  w a s  
a b l e  t o  r a l l y  t o  t a k e  a  1 7 - 7  l e a d  
a t  t h e  h a l f t i m e .  Al c o r n  k e p t  t h e  
g a m e  c l o s e ;  w a s  o n l y  t r a i l i n g  
1�-13 early in the �th quarter. 
With 11:26 left in the game, JSU 

would score to take a 2�-13 lead. 
2�-13 ended up being the fi nal 
s c o r e ,  Al c o r n  c o n c l u d e d  t h e i r  

season 5-6 overall with a �-� 
SW AC r e c o r d .  Al c o r n  St a t e  h e a d  
c o a c h  Fr e d  M c N a i r  a n d  J a c k s o n  

W o r l d  AIDS Da y  e n c o u r a g e s  p e o p l e  
t o  u n i t e  g l o b a l l y  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  d i s p a r -
i t i e s  a n d  i n e q u i t i e s  t h a t  c r e a t e  b a r r i e r s  
to HI9 testing, prevention and access to 
HI9 care. First observed in 1�88, World 
AIDS Da y  i s  a  d a y  t o  u n i t e  t o  h e l p  e n d  
HI9 and remember those lost to AIDS-
r e l a t e d  i l l n e s s e s .

The World AIDS Day Collabora-
tive of Mississippi presents UnMask-
ing Stigma Thursday, December 1, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. at the Jackson Medical Mall 
Ce n t e r  s t a g e ,  l o c a t e d  3 5 0  W  W o o d r o w  

Wilson Ave., Jackson, MS. The event 
will feature speakers, vendors, lunch 
a n d  d o o r  p r i z e s .

Event partners are the Institute for 
the Advancement of Minority Health, 
CARE�ME Services, Jackson-Hinds 
Comprehensive Health Care, UMMC, 
Open Arms Healthcare Center, AETC 
Southeast, Cryout Teen Org., Grace 
House Services, and Community Health 
Ce n t e r  As s o c i a t i o n  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i .

F or more inf ormation,  contact the I n-
stitute f or the A dvancement of  Minority 
Health at 6 0 1- 9 8 2 - 8 4 6 7 .

World AIDS Day will 
unmask stigma
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Coach Fred McNair kept the game 
close; was only trailing 17-13 early in 
the 4th quarter. PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

Travis Hunter is a fi nalist for the Jerry Rice Award this 
season. PHOTO BY TIM WARD

Deion Sanders coached JSU to a perfect regular season. PHOTO 
BY TIM WARD

Shedeur Sanders won the Jerry Rice Award last 
season. PHOTO BY TIM WARD

Jarvis Jones and Ashley Bell of The Ripple Effects PHOTO BY 
CHRISTOPHER YOUNG
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O n  T h u r s d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  1 7 ,  J a c k s o n  
Ci t y  Co u n c i l  m e t  b e h i n d  c l o s e d  d o o r s  
f o r  n e a r l y  t w o  h o u r s ,  “ t a k i n g  a  m o n u -
mental step towards fi xing Jackson’s 
w a t e r  c r i s i s ,  v o t i n g  T h u r s d a y  t o  e n t e r  
i n t o  w h a t  e s s e n t i a l l y  i s  a  p r e c u r s o r  t o  a  
c o n s e n t  d e c r e e  w i t h  t h e  EP A.  T h e  Ci t y  
Co u n c i l  v o t e  w a s  u n a n i m o u s  ( 4 - 0 )  t o  
e n t e r  i n t o  a n  i n t e r i m  s t i p u l a t e d  o r d e r  
w i t h  t h e  U . S.  G o v e r n m e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  
EP A c o n c e r n i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Sa f e  
Dr i n k i n g  W a t e r  Ac t  a s  w e l l  a s  M i s s i s -
sippi’s Safe Drinking Water Act,” per 
R o s s  Ad a m s  a t  W AP T .

Co u n c i l  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  An g e l i q u e  
Le e  t o l d  r e p o r t e r s  “ T o d a y  i s  a  d a y  t h a t  
w e  c a n  c e l e b r a t e  a n d  g i v e  s o m e  h o p e  
a n d  c o n s i s t e n c y  t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  t h a t  
w e  w i l l  h a v e  s a f e  c l e a n  d r i n k i n g  w a -
ter.” When asked if it is possible that 
y o u  c a n  a c h i e v e  i n  1 2 - m o n t h s  a  p r o b -
l e m  t h a t  h a s  p e r s i s t e d  f o r  y e a r s ,  Le e  
said, “I think with the proper experts 
o n  s t a f f  a n d  t h i s  t h i r d - p a r t y  m a n a g e r  
a n d  t h e  EP A h e a v i l y  i n v o l v e d ,  w e  c a n  
a c h i e v e  t h a t  m o r e  t h a n  w e  e v e r  c o u l d  
have before.”

A confi dentiality agreement had to 
b e  s i g n e d  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r i m  s t i p u l a t e d  
o r d e r ,  a n d  w h e n  Co u n c i l  P r e s i d e n t  
As h b y  Fo o t e  w a s  a s k e d  a b o u t  i t  b y  
Adams, he said, “I’m frustrated by it 
because I’d prefer maximum sunshine 
on these issues because it’s so relevant 
t o  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  J a c k s o n  a n d  t h e  b u s i -
nesses of Jackson.” Adams reported 
t h a t  u n t i l  t h e  U . S.  De p a r t m e n t  o f  J u s -
t i c e  s i g n s  o f f  o n  t h e  d e a l  b e t w e e n  t h e  
city and the EPA, the agreement won’t 
b e  m a d e  p u b l i c .

Doesn’t it seem odd that council 
m e m b e r s  St o k e s ,  H a r t l e y  a n d  B a n k s  
w e r e  n o t  p r e s e n t ?  In  t h e  p a s t  t h e y  h a v e  
been referred to as “the trio” when dis-
c u s s i n g  t h e i r  l o c k - s t e p  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  c i t y  m o v i n g  f o r w a r d  w i t h  a  n e w  
t r a s h  c o l l e c t i o n  v e n d o r  –  a n d  a w a y  
f r o m  W a s t e  M a n a g e m e n t .  Ar e  w e  h e r e  
a g a i n ?  At  a  c r i t i c a l  p o i n t  i n  n e g o t i a -
tions to move us forward toward fi x-
i n g  o u r  w a t e r  c r i s i s  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  
p r e s e n t  f o r  t h e  c l o s e d - d o o r  d i s c u s s i o n s  
o r  t h e  v o t e .

St o k e s  r e t u r n e d  m y  c a l l  a n d  i n d i c a t -
ed that “People can’t wait until the last 
m i n u t e  a n d  t h e n  s p r i n g  t h i n g s  o n  y o u .  

I’m not going to be part of any rubber 
stamp.”

B y  p r e s s  t i m e ,  m e s s a g e s  l e f t  w i t h  
Hartley’s staff, and voicemail left with 
Banks offi ce have not been returned. 

J a c k s o n  M a y o r  Ch o k w e  An t a r  Lu -
m u m b a  w a s  a b s e n t  f r o m  t h e  m e e t i n g  
d u e  t o  h i s  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Le a g u e  o f  Ci t i e s  Co n f e r e n c e ,  h e l d  
i n  K a n s a s  Ci t y ,  M O  f r o m  N o v e m b e r  
1 7 - 1 9 ,  p e r  Co m m u n i c a t i o n s  Di r e c t o r  
M e l i s s a  Fa i t h  P a y n e .  T h i s  w a s  t h e i r  
fi rst in-person meeting in the last three 
y e a r s .

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  s o  m a n y  h e a l t h y  
d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  g e t t i n g  
u s  t o  t h i s  p o i n t :

•  O n  M o n d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  1 4 ,  En v i -
r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  Ag e n c y  ( EP A)  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r  M i c h a e l  R e g a n  m a d e  h i s  
f o u r t h  t r i p  t o  J a c k s o n  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  
w a t e r  c r i s i s  a n d  3 0  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s  
g a t h e r e d  w i t h  h i m  a t  t h e  J a c k s o n  St a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  St u d e n t  Ce n t e r .  

•  O n  O c t o b e r  2 4 ,  8 0 0  s o u l s  p o u r e d  
i n t o  N e w  H o p e  B a p t i s t  Ch u r c h  t o  d i s -
c u s s  t h e  w a t e r  c r i s i s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Co n -
g r e s s m a n  B e n n i e  T h o m p s o n ,  N AACP  
P r e s i d e n t / CEO  De r r i c k  J o h n s o n ,  Di -

r e c t o r  o f  N AACP  En v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  
Climate Control Abree’ Conor, Jack-
s o n  M a y o r  Lu m u m b a  a n d  N AACP  
J a c k s o n  B r a n c h  P r e s i d e n t  De l o i s  Le e .

•  O n  M o n d a y ,  Se p t e m b e r  1 9 ,  t h e r e  
w a s  a  w a t e r  c r i s i s  m e e t i n g  h o s t e d  b y  
N AACP  a t  Ca d e  Ch a p e l ,  o v e r  2 0 0  
c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  a n d  n u m e r o u s  
l e g i s l a t o r s  i n  a t t e n d a n c e .  

•  O n  T u e s d a y ,  Se p t e m b e r  1 3 ,  J a c k -
s o n  M a y o r  Lu m u m b a  h o s t e d  a  T o w n  
H a l l  a t  Co l l e g e  H i l l  M i s s i o n a r y  B a p -
t i s t  Ch u r c h  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  w a t e r  c r i s i s ,  
approximately 250 residents in atten-
d a n c e .  

It’s common to see Jackson coun-
c i l  m e m b e r s  An g e l i q u e  Le e ,  W a r d  2 ,  
a n d  B r i a n  C.  G r i z z e l l ,  W a r d  4 ,  a t  t h e s e  
m e e t i n g s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  H i n d s  Co u n t y  
B o a r d  o f  Su p e r v i s o r s  P r e s i d e n t  Cr e -
d e l l  Ca l h o u n  a n d  Su p e r v i s o r s  V e r n  
Gavin and David Archie. It’s much 
l e s s  c o m m o n  t o  s e e  o t h e r s ,  a n d  w h y  i s  
t h a t ?  Se r v i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  r e q u i r e s  s u i t -
i n g  u p  a n d  s h o w i n g  u p .  It  r e q u i r e s  e n -
g a g i n g  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  It  r e q u i r e s  
a t t e n d i n g  m e e t i n g s ,  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s  
a n d  v o t i n g  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  y o u r  
w a r d  a n d  o u r  c i t y .

T h e  g i f t  o f  n a t i o n a l  a d v o c a c y  f o r  o u r  
w a t e r  c r i s i s  h a s  h e l p e d  u s  t o  b e  s u r e .  
O n  Se p t e m b e r  2 6 ,  O c t o b e r  1 0 ,  a n d  
again on October 31, the Poor People’s 
Ca m p a i g n  w i t h  R e v e r e n d  W i l l i a m  J .  
B a r b e r  II d e s c e n d e d  u p o n  J a c k s o n  f o r  
m a r c h e s  a n d  r a l l i e s  c e n t e r e d  o n  t h e  
w a t e r  c r i s i s .  T h e s e  r a l l i e s  a l w a y s  p r o -
v i d e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h o s e  d i r e c t l y  
i m p a c t e d  b y  t h e  w a t e r  c r i s i s  t o  s p e a k  
t h e i r  t r u t h .  Lo t s  o f  c i t i z e n s  s h o w  u p .  
P l e n t y  o f  c h u r c h  l e a d e r s  s h o w  u p .  
M a y o r  Lu m u m b a  w a s  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  
k i c k - o f f  e v e n t .  Su p e r v i s o r  Da v i d  Ar -
chie has been there, too. Can’t seem 
t o  r e m e m b e r  o t h e r s  b e i n g  t h e r e .  N o w ,  
d o e s  t h a t  m a k e  s e n s e  t o  y o u ?

Fo u r  o f  o u r  c o u n c i l  m e m b e r s  s h o w e d  
u p  f o r  t h i s  c r i t i c a l  Sp e c i a l  Ci t y  Co u n -
c i l  m e e t i n g .  T h r e e  d i d  n o t .  P e r h a p s  
t h e r e  i s  a n  a g e n d a  i n v o l v e d ,  p e r h a p s  
n o t .  Y e t  w h a t  m e s s a g e  d o e s  i t  s e n d  
t o  P r e s i d e n t  B i d e n ,  o u r  Co n g r e s s m a n  
B e n n i e  T h o m p s o n  a n d  EP A Di r e c t o r  
M i c h a e l  R e g a n ,  w h o  a r e  o b v i o u s l y  
t r y i n g  t o  p r i o r i t i z e  h e l p i n g  u s  w i t h  o u r  
w a t e r  c r i s i s ,  a n d  w e  a r e  b a r e l y  a b l e  t o  
m u s t e r  a  q u o r u m  o f  t h e  J a c k s o n  Ci t y  
Co u n c i l ?

Special Jackson City Council 
meeting with 3 no-shows

By Christopher Young
Contributing Writer



County, and passionate about being a con-
duit for positive change. 

Jones provided an example of the pro-
gram also having a multiplying componen: 
“The young person is more than likely go-
ing to have some friends, some people that 
he is hanging around, and it’s going to cre-
ate a domino effect when he can tell his 
friend…you know what, I turned my gun 
in and with this program they paid for me to 
go to school and now I’m a certifi ed weld-
er.” He emphasized, “We have a message 
for the youth: hope, caring about them, and 
providing them with structure, guidance, 
and discipline.”

When asked about making inroads with 
the courts, Bell stated, “I’m pretty sure we 
are going to have resources and we can go 
to the judge and say this kid signed up for 
this, we have a four-year contingency plan 
and if the plan is not followed there will be 
repercussions, but if the plan is followed – 
just like an analogy of getting a DUI, if you 
go to the 30-day class and fulfi ll the require-
ments, then you will be able to move for-
ward with your life – right now there are no 
opportunities for these kids, they are young 
and they make mistakes, you can’t come 
back from it, you are deemed bad and now 
you are in the system.”

The program is in its infancy now and 
Bell and Jones acknowledge it’s an uphill 
battle, but they are not going to give up 
on these young people. Down the road, I 
hope we can do a follow-up and report to 
our readers that through the efforts of The 
Ripple Effects, that guns are coming off the 
streets and young people are moving for-
ward in purposeful lives.

You can catch The Ripple Effects radio 
show on WMPR – 90.1 Saturday mornings, 
9-10 a.m. You can also reach out to them 
with questions, feedback or support via 
AandJTheRippleEffects@gmail.com.

Per fection
Continued from page 1
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State head coach Deion Sanders embraced af-
ter the game.

The number one overall recruit in the na-
tion last season, Travis Hunter, made a huge 
impact on the game. Hunter would score twice.  
His fi rst touchdown came in the second quar-
ter when he intercepted Alcorn quarterback 
Tre Lawrence, and returned it 44 yards. In the 
fourth quarter, Hunter would make a beauti-
ful catch over an Alcorn defender and drag his 
foot in the endzone to secure the touchdown. 
Hunter’s stats for the day were, 2 receptions 
for 49 yards and 4 tackles, 3 pass breakups, 1 
interception and 2 touchdowns. Keep in mind, 
he’s a true freshman.

Quarterback Shedeur Sanders completed 18 
of 29 passes for 216 yards with 1 touchdown 
and 1 interception. Sanders’ historic season 
has him listed as a fi nalist for the Mississippi 
Sports Hall of Fame’s Conerly Trophy. This 
award is given to the most outstanding college 
or university football player in Mississippi. 
The winner will be announced November 29.  

Listed below are the fi nalist this year for the 
award.

• Alcorn State University – Jarveon Howard 
(Running Back)

• Belhaven University – Connor Fordham 
(Linebacker)

• Delta State University – Patrick Shegog 
(Quarterback)

• Jackson State University – Shedeur Sand-

ers (Quarterback)
� Millsaps College – Mowse Tezzo (Wide Re-

ceiver/Kick Returner)
� Mississippi College – Marcus Williams 

(Running Back)
� Mississippi State University – Emmanuel 

Forbes, Jr. (Defensive Back)
� Mississippi 9alley State University – Ron-

nie Thomas (Defensive Lineman)
� University of Mississippi – Quinshon Jud-

kins (Running Back)
� University of Southern Mississippi – Jason 

Brownlee (Wide Receiver)
Hunter is also a fi nalist for the Jerry Rice 

Award, which goes to the top freshman foot-
ball player in the state. Sanders won the award 
last season.

Next for JSU is the SWAC championship 
game December 3, 2022 in Jackson. Their op-
ponent has yet to be determined. Prairie 9iew 
currently sits in the top spot. However, South-
ern University is in the driver seat, but must 
defeat Grambling in the Bayou Classic this 
weekend.

Jackson State defeated Southern University 
35-0 a couple of weeks ago. A loss would send 
Prairie 9iew to the championship game. Jack-
son State did not play Prairie 9iew this sea-
son, but if they end up playing Prairie 9iew, 
it would be a rematch of last season’s SWAC 
championship game.

See additional game photos on page 15.

P H O T O  O F  T H E  W E E K

(L-R) Lee Collins, Jacinta Thomas (mother whose house burned), Jackie Hampton, troop leader, Mary 
Fisher, troop leader, Keisha Graham, parent, Karrington Graham and Zoe Nash, members of Troop 
5351

Gr ants
Continued from page 1

Girl Scouts of Troop 5351 purchased Thanksgiving Dinner for Jacinta Thomas, mother of two, 
whose home recently burned. They met at College Hill Baptist Church Tuesday and presented 
dinner, with all the trimmings, to the family. Deacon Lee Collins, who serves as liaison for the 
troop, stopped by and brought shelled pecans. 



The members of Zeta Phi 
Beta Sorority, Incorporated, 
Alpha Delta Zeta Chapter, 
held their Annual Charter Day 
Celebration Saturday, October 
15, 2022, at Jackson’s newest 
development, City Plaza 2460 
Terry Road. The chapter cel-
ebrated 84 years of service to 
the Jackson Community.

If you have ever been to a 
movie premiere, you have had 
a glimpse of how this event un-
folded. Upon entry, you were 
immediately captured by the 
grandeur of a royal blue carpet 
as you made your way through 
the crowd to the event. Addi-
tionally, you could not miss the 
eight stars that created a path 
to the simulated theatre depict-
ing the eight charter members 
who would grace the big screen 
shortly. Set within the décor of 
a fi lm debut, guests were drawn 
to a bigger-than-life attraction 
-Now Showing: The Magnifi -
cent 8. 

Executively produced and 
directed by Alpha Delta Zeta 
Chapter members, the produc-
tion of The Magnifi cent 8 gave 
a narrative account and notable 
events that led to the birth of 
the fi rst graduate =eta Chapter 
in the State of Mississippi, Al-
pha Delta =eta. The Magnifi -

cent 8 featured the eight charter 
members (Mollye Young Sims, 
Jennie O. Johnson, Helen Al-
len Cooper, Mable Roseman 
Sims, Julia Stutts Polk, Frances 
Alexander, Birdie Graves Win-
ters and Estelle G. Young) and 
their life events leading to and 
beyond the chartering of Alpha 
Delta Zeta October 14, 1938, 
at 723 Rose Street in Jackson, 
Mississippi.

Members and guests were 
dressed in their sassy and jazzy 
attire in an array of colors as 
they sat down to an appetiz-
ing brunch.  Dr. Cynthia Bell 
guided the members and guests 
through the day’s premiere 
feature. She invited members 
and guests to browse the Zeta 
Museum of memorabilia while 

they anxiously awaited the 
premiere production of The 
Magnifi cent 8. Bell also asked 
members and guests to leave 
personal expressions after 
viewing the production. 

Judge E. Faye Peterson, Al-
pha Delta Zeta Chapter presi-
dent, greeted members and 
guests, thanked them for their 
support, and emphasized the 
importance of remembering 
and celebrating the 84 years 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, In-
corporated, Alpha Delta Zeta 
Chapter, has served the Metro 
Jackson community as well as 
being poised to serve another 
84 years. 

The Magnifi cent 8 Planning 
Committee for this event is to 
be commended. 
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PHOTOS BY ANITA YOUNG

The Magnifi cent 8: A premier 
celebration for the premier chapter

The Lanier High School Na-
tional Alumni Association  had 
a special pinning ceremony Nov. 
13 at the Jackson Medical Mall at 
4 p.m. honoring lifetime ‘Silver 
and Gold’ members.

The Assoication is a non-profi t 
501 © 3 organization established 
in 1998, with a mission to support 
and increase the success of all 
students academically, economi-
cally and socially. They have a 

total of 1,625 members which in-
cludes 57 life  time members.

Alvin Thomas, chairman of the 
board, stated that the organization 
has already met with the princi-
pal, Dr. Valeria Bradley, to learn 
of ways they can assist in student 
tutorials in order to improve the 
state accountability rating for 
Lanier High School.

He stated, “We have prepared 
a framework for student mentor-
ships and etiquette and daily liv-
ing skills to support social and 

emotional well-being and posi-
tive experiences.”

Thomas stated they are work-
ing on another initiative that 
includes strengthening men-
tal health support for students 
through the wellness clinic.

“We are also collaborating on 
ways that we can directly support 
the improvement of average daily 
attendance as we know this is the 
best way to improve the school’s 
academic standing,” said Thom-
as. 

Lanier High School National Alumni 
Association (LHSNAA) honors 

Silver and Gold Life Time members

By Gretchen McGruder
G uest Writer

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

Gold Life members: (seated l-r) Romana Alexander, Nancy Gines, Annie Archie; Standing (l-r) Sam Burns, Marvin 
Bingham, Albert Allen and Albert Leason            PHOTOS BY VALERIA BRADLEY

Silver Life members: (seated l-r) Julia Harmon, Rolean Brinson, Kinta Lewis (accepting for Abdul Beyah), Barbara 
Parker, Johnnie Mae Waples and Beverly Williams.(standing l-r) Lee Bernard (accepted for Alfreda Jackson), Leon 
Bracey, Betty McQuarter, Gwendolyn Washington, Inez Cole, J.C. Wilson Jr. and Melvin Butler



Amid an investigation into the 
water crisis in M ississippi’s capi-
tal city, two congressional Dem-
ocrats are req uesting a review of 
the federal government’s efforts 
to maintain local water utilities.

In a letter to Comptroller Gen-
eral Gene Dodaro Friday, Reps. 
Bennie Thompson of M issis-
sippi and Carolyn M aloney of 
New Y ork asked for the Govern-
ment Accountability Offi ce to 
study efforts by federal agencies 
to identify wastewater utilities 
vulnerable to shut down from 
disasters.

The req uest is the latest de-
velopment in a joint investiga-
tion by the House Homeland 
Security and the O versight and 
Reform committees into a crisis 
that deprived Jackson’s 150,000 
residents of running water for 
several days in late August and 
early September.

“The Jackson water crisis was 
a disaster waiting to happen, and 
it will not be resolved unless we 
address the conÀ uence of cli-
mate change and generational 
disinvestment in majority-black 
cities,’’ Thompson and M aloney 
wrote.

Jackson has struggled with 
water problems for decades. 

M ost of the city lost running wa-
ter for several days after heavy 
rainfall exacerbated problems at 
the city’s main water treatment 
plant in late August. When that 
happened, Jackson had already 
been under a boil-water advisory 
for a month because health in-
spectors had found cloudy water 
that could make people ill.

Thompson’s district includes 
most of Jackson, and he chairs 
the Homeland Security Com-
mittee. M aloney chairs the 
O versight and Reform Commit-
tee. They req uested the study 
evaluate how the Environmental 
Protection Agency and the De-
partment of Homeland Security 
are ensuring that water utilities 
around the country provide clean 
water.

M aloney and Thompson 
said the study would help iden-
tify where investment might be 
needed to improve struggling 
water systems before they fall 
into disrepair. O ver $ 600 billion 
is needed for water infrastruc-
ture improvements over the next 
20 years, according to the EPA.

In addition to identifying vul-
nerable water utilities, Thomp-
son and M aloney want informa-
tion about how EPA and DHS 
prioritize certain utilities to re-
ceive assistance from their fund-

ing programs and whether these 
programs incorporate racial 
eq uity. The pair of Democrats 
are set to lose their chairman-
ships after House Republicans 
reclaim the majority in the next 
Congress. M aloney will leave 
Congress after losing in a Demo-
cratic primary election this year.

Adam Comis, a staffer for the 
Homeland Security Committee, 
told The Associated Press that 
he couldn’t speak to whether 
Republicans support continuing 
the investigation. But the inves-
tigation could still continue with 
Democrats in the minority, he 
said.

O n Thursday, the Jackson 
City Council voted to approve a 
proposed order with the EPA for 
how the federal government will 
work with the city to fi x its water 
system. The order will be made 
public after it is approved by the 
Department of Justice, which 
will take about seven business 
days, according to city offi cials.

Michael G oldberg is a corps 
member f or the A ssociated 
Press/R eport f or A merica S tate-
house N ews I nitiative. R eport f or 
America is a nonprofi t national 
service program that places 
j ournalists in local newsrooms 
to report on under- covered is-
sues.

A group of anti-abortion 
doctors in M ississippi, where 
state leaders led the charge to 
overturn Roe v. Wade, say the 
validity of the state’s law ban-
ning most abortions remains 
uncertain and that further legal 
action is needed to clarify it and 
protect them from possible pun-
ishment by medical institutions.

The M ississippi Justice Insti-
tute makes the claim in a law-
suit it fi led Monday on behalf 
of the American Association 
of Pro-Life O bstetricians and 
Gynecologists against the M is-
sissippi State Board of M edical 
Licensure and its executive di-
rector, Dr. Kenneth Cleveland.

The lawsuit argues that when 
the U.S. Supreme Court issued 
its ruling in Dobbs v. Jack-
son Women’s Health O rgani-
zation, the case that stripped 
away women’s constitutional 
protections for abortion, it 
did not resolve a gray area in 
state law surrounding abortion 
rights. Attorneys for the doc-
tors cited a 1998 M ississippi 
Supreme Court opinion called 
Pro-Choice M ississippi v. Ford-
ice that holds that abortion is a 
right protected by the M issis-
sippi Constitution.

“After Roe was overturned, 
M ississippi enacted a ban on 
elective abortions, but the va-
lidity of that law is uncertain, 
given the M ississippi Supreme 
Court’s opinion in Fordice,’’ 
reads a M ississippi Justice Insti-
tute news release. “As of today, 
elective abortions in M ississip-
pi appear to be both statutorily 
illegal and constitutionally pro-
tected at the same time.’’

Some M ississippi doctors 
who oppose abortion say the le-
gal uncertainty has placed them 
in a “Catch-22.’’ They argue that 
medical institutions and board 
certifi cation authorities have is-
sued guidelines suggesting that 
it is “unethical, and potentially 
punishable by the government, 
for physicians who oppose elec-
tive abortion to refuse to pro-
vide or refer patients’’ to other 
doctors for lawful elective abor-
tions. The q uestion of whether 
elective abortions are “lawful’’ 

is unresolved and depends on 
whether the M ississippi Su-
preme Court’s opinion in Ford-
ice is still valid, according to 
the doctors’ attorneys.

Dr. Donna Harrison, the 
CEO  of the American Associa-
tion of Pro-Life O bstetricians 
and Gynecologists, said that 
institutions such as the Ameri-
can College of O bstetrics and 
Gynecology and the Ameri-
can M edical Association have 
“continuously sought to violate 
the conscience rights of pro-
life physicians by forcing them 
to provide or refer patients for 
elective abortions.’’

The organizations did not im-
mediately respond to req uests 
for comment. Cleveland, the 
head of the medical licensing 
board, couldn’t immediately be 
reached.

“Rather than focusing on their 
missions of upholding medical 
standards, professional medical 
organizations have sought for 
years to advocate for pro-abor-
tion political positions,” Harri-
son told The Associated Press. 
“We hope to fi nally put an end 
to those intimidation tactics 
and allow medical professionals 
to care for and defend the life 
of all human beings in M issis-
sippi, regardless of their age or 
their location.’’

In Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 
Health O rganization, the M is-
sissippi attorney general’s of-
fi ce argued that the 1��8 state 
supreme court ruling that abor-
tion is a constitutionally pro-
tected right relied on the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade 
decision that was overturned 
June 24.

In a last-ditch attempt to keep 
the clinic open, attorneys for 
the Jackson Women’s Health 
O rganization made a req uest 
to block the state’s trigger law 
from taking effect. They cited 
Fordice, arguing that the state 
constitution invokes a right to 
privacy that “includes an im-
plied right to choose whether 
or not to have an abortion.’’ O n 
July 5, a state court judge reject-
ed their req uest.

Two days later, M ississippi’s 
trigger law banning most abor-
tions took effect. The clinic for-

mally dropped all its litigation 
efforts a day after clinic owner 
Diane Derzis told the AP that 
she sold the facility and had no 
intention to reopen it, even if a 
state court allowed her to do so.

Rob M cDuff, an attorney for 
M ississippi Center of Justice, 
represented the Jackson clinic 
in a number of cases, includ-
ing the Dobbs case. Reached for 
comment M onday shortly after 
the lawsuit was fi led, he said he 
was weighing legal options.

“We are going to review 
this new lawsuit and consider 
whether it is appropriate for us 
to seek to intervene,’’ M cDuff 
said.

The trigger law, passed in 
2007 , says abortion is legal only 
if the pregnant woman’s life is 
in danger or if a pregnancy is 
caused by a rape reported to 
law enforcement. It does not 
have an exception for pregnan-
cies caused by incest. But the 
validity is uncertain because 
the M ississippi Supreme Court 
has not had the opportunity to 
overrule the 1998 Fordice deci-
sion, according to the M issis-
sippi Justice Institute.

A spokesperson for M issis-
sippi Attorney General Lynn 
Fitch said the offi ce is review-
ing the suit but does not com-
ment on active litigation.

Aaron Rice, executive direc-
tor of the M ississippi Justice 
Institute, said this case is the 
fi nal leg of the anti-abortion 
movement’s legal march toward 
securing its ban on the proce-
dure. He expects the case will 
be decided by the M ississippi 
Supreme Court.

“We intend to fi nish the job 
and protect the right to life in 
the state that took down Roe v. 
Wade,’’ Rice said.

Michael G oldberg is a 
corps member f or the A ssoci-
ated Press/R eport f or A merica 
S tatehouse N ews I nitiative. 
R eport f or A merica is a non-
profi t national service program 
that places j ournalists in local 
newsrooms to report on under-
covered issues. F ollow him on 
Twitter at twitter.com/miker-
goldberg.

The M ississippi Children’s 
M useum (M CM ) Partners to 
host a new family fundraising 
event, A V ery M erry Night, 
Saturday, Nov. 19 from 6-9 
p.m.

A V ery M erry Night is the 
premiere holiday event, which 
will take place on the opening 
night of M CM ’s popular Jour-
ney to the North Pole holiday 
exhibit in Jackson. This magi-
cal evening will give families 
early access to photos with 
Santa, fi rst access to the �5-
foot SnowÀ ake Slide and 
Reindeer Rink. In addition to 
delicious food and adult bev-
erages, this night will feature 
a hot cocoa bar, live DJ and 
festive STEAM  program-
ming.

Tickets for A V ery M erry 
Night are $ 25 and host tickets 
are available for $ 250. Tickets 
can be purchased online or at 
the door (https://one.bidpal.
net/averymerrynight2 2 ).

Journey to the North Pole 
transforms M CM ’s Gertrude 
C. Ford Exhibition Hall into 
a magical winter wonderland 
of snowy skies, glittering 
holiday decorations, and in-
vitations for memorable fam-
ily holiday experiences. Just 
inside the front door, guests 
will fi nd our enchanting �5-
foot SnowÀ ake Slide, cascad-
ing over the central staircase, 
always a favorite for children 
(and their adults! ) Guests must 

be 36” or taller to ride down. 
Also nearby, children will fi nd 
decorations to build a life-size 
gingerbread house. 

An exciting return for ev-
eryone is the child-favorite 
Reindeer Rink for sock skat-
ing (children must bring socks 
for this experience).

Journey to the North Pole 
will be open to the public Nov. 
20-Jan. 8 and is included with 
M CM  general admission.

A V ery M erry Night is spon-
sored by Entergy, BCBS M is-
sissippi, Caterpillar (Puckett), 
Butler Snow, Jones Walker, 
Community Bank, St. An-
drew’s Episcopal School, Wier 
Boerner Allin Architecture, 
Paula and Randy James, M is-
sissippi Center for Advanced 
M edicine, Shonda Y ates, 
M iller Lumber Sales, Eagle 
Express Federal Credit Union, 
Empower Children’s Clinic, 
Cathy and George M ay, The 
Sam E. and Burnice C. Wittel 
Foundation and Nell Knox.

Learn M ore:
Journey to the North Pole: 

https://mschildrensmuseum.
org/seasonal _ exhibits/jour-
ney-to-the-north-pole/

A V ery M erry Night: 
https://mschildrensmuseum.
org/event/a-very-merry-night/

 About the M ississippi Chil-
dren’s M useum

The M ississippi Children’s 
M useum (M CM ) is a 501(c)3 
nonprofi t organization with a 
mission of creating unparal-

leled experiences to inspire 
excellence and a lifelong joy 
of learning in all children. 

The 53,000-sq uare foot mu-
seum is designed around fi ve 
primary initiatives, with cor-
relating exhibits, programs, 
and outreach efforts. These 
initiatives include: Literacy, 
STEAM , Health and Nutri-
tion, Cultural Arts, and M is-
sissippi Heritage – the keys to 
helping our children mature 
into healthy and productive 
adult learners.

In response to community 
needs due to the CO V ID-19 
pandemic, M CM  shifted oper-
ating and programming priori-
ties to best serve M ississippi’s 
children and combat learning 
loss through facilitating vir-
tual schooling and creating 
online educational enrichment 
– services that continue today 
through a robust, daily after-
school program and an online 
platform for teacher profes-
sional development.

In 2021, M CM  celebrated a 
monumental year by receiv-
ing an Institute of M useum 
and Library Services Nation-
al M edal, the nation’s high-
est honor for museums, and 
through opening its fi rst satel-
lite museum, M CM -M eridian, 
which received the 2021 Gov-
ernor’s Award for Travel At-
traction of the Y ear.

To learn more about MC M 
visit www.mschildrensmuse-
um.org.
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review of local water utilities

Lawsuit: Mississippi abortion 
ban might not be valid yet
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at A Very Merry Night at the 

Mississippi Children’s Museum
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They were three college football 
players working through changes 
in their sports careers. Off the fi eld, 
they were funny, sweet and ambi-
tious.

Lavel Davis Jr., aspired to be the 
country’s best wide receiver after 
overcoming a season-ending injury. 
Gentle but passionate, the 6-foot-� 
sports star set the standard among 
teammates for preparing for a game 
– even when the coaches weren’t 
around.

D’Sean Perry shifted seamlessly 
from linebacker to defensive end 
when the coaches asked. He was 
probably among the most interest-
ing players on the roster, an art major 
who could draw and listened to clas-
sical music.

Devin Chandler transferred in 
from Wisconsin, where the wide re-
ceiver returned a total of four kicks, 
three against Notre Dame. At 9irgin-
ia, his sense of humor helped team-
mates push through the monotony of 
training. He loved to dance.

The three University of 9irginia 
juniors were returning from a class 
trip Sunday when authorities say 
they were killed by a fellow student 
and former football player.

Two other students were wounded, 
including another football player, 
Mike Hollins, who remained hospi-
talized Wednesday. The other student 
left the hospital Tuesday.

Lavel Davis Jr.
Even for a football player, Davis 

was big, towering over teammates 
and defenders alike. His size helped 
make him a freshman sensation for 
the Cavaliers.

A �0-yard touchdown reception 
– fi ngertip catch – against Abilene 
Christian was the highlight of his 
fi rst season. By the time it was over, 
the soft-spoken kid from Dorchester, 
South Carolina, had established him-
self as a gamebreaker.

A torn ACL derailed his sopho-
more season – Davis watched from 
the sideline – but he returned this 
year with great expectations. They 
were realized in the very fi rst game. 
Trailing Richmond �-0, he caught a 
56-yard pass that tied the score.

“He wanted to be recognized as 
the best receiver in the nation,’’ said 
Herman Moore, who developed a 
friendship with Davis as an alumni-
mentor.

Davis’s major was undecided. And 
he had aspirations to play in the NFL, 
Moore said. But he was also thinking 
about life beyond sports, perhaps in 
business.

“He was very ambitious – as a stu-
dent,’’ Moore said.

American studies professor Jack 
Hamilton, who had Davis in class, 
offered a similar impression.

“He made a point to come up and 
shake my hand and told me I should 
call him 9el,’’ Hamilton tweeted.

“One thing that struck me about 
9el was how much his classmates 
liked him and vice versa,’’ Hamilton 
wrote. “In my experience, star ath-
letes often tend to hang out with oth-
er athletes (understandable, given the 
time commitment). But 9el seemed 
to go out of his way to make friends 
with non-athletes.’’

D’Sean Perry
Perry was the son of a prison guard 

and a mail carrier who had earned a 
full scholarship to the University of 
9irginia. He had plans to work to-
ward a master’s degree and continue 
playing football.

“When anyone met D’Sean, the 
fi rst thing they would see is this 
gentle giant with this humility, this 
absolute humility for an incredible 
athlete, incredible student,” said at-
torney Michael Haggard, whose son 
played with Perry at Gulliver Prep in 
suburban Miami.

That humility was on display in 
September when coaches at 9irginia 
asked Perry to move from linebacker 
to defensive end.

Perry told The D aily Progress that 
it was “no problem at all’’

µ(B)oth positions I’m very com-
fortable with and I’m just trying to 
help the team win,” he said.

Perry appeared in seven games this 
year and made seven tackles.

=oe Tran, a friend and classmate, 
told WUSA� that Perry was extreme-
ly sweet and much more than a foot-
ball player.

“He was an amazing studio artist. 
He loved anime, loved to cook and 
was one of the most loyal people’’ 
Tran told the station.

Earl Sims, who coached Perry at 
Gulliver Prep, told reporters in Flor-
ida Wednesday, that “D’Sean was a 
beautiful soul.’’

Sims read aloud an essay Perry 
composed for an English class at 
Gulliver, with Perry writing that he 
had “an epiphany’’ while working 
with some middle school football 
players. One told Perry he wanted to 
be just like him.

“I realize that it is just not about 
me in the sense of what I want to do, 
but the people that helped me get to 
where I am right now and those ones 
who look up to me until this day,’’ 
Perry wrote.

He also noted: “All I want to do 
is make my family and the city I am 
from proud.’’

Devin Chandler
Chandler was a wide receiver from 

Huntersville, North Carolina. He re-
cently transferred from Wisconsin, 
where his accomplishments includ-
ed a 5�-yard kickoff return and 18-
yard rush in the Duke’s Mayo Bowl 
against Wake Forest in 2020.

Jim Leonhard, the University of 
Wisconsin’s interim head football 
coach, tweeted that Chandler’s per-
sonality “was infectious and he was 
a joy to be around.’’

At 9irginia, he was “the life of the 

party’’ – someone who kept everyone 
on the team entertained in places like 
the weight room, said Tony Elliott, 
his coach.

“He just was a big kid. Smiled all 
the time. Loved to dance. Loved to 
sing. Loved to compete, even though 
the guys revealed that he wasn’t very 
good at video games, but he thought 
he was,’’ Elliott told reporters Tues-
day, laughing. “But he loved to com-
pete.’’

Ethan Johnson recalled how he 
spent a season playing with Chandler 
on their high school football team, 
with Johnson covering Chandler as a 
cornerback during practice. This past 
summer, the young men worked out 
together at their alma mater.

“And he was there telling me how 
much of a difference he saw in me. 
How much I had grown. How I had 
improved as a player,’’ said Johnson, 
who is now a freshman cornerback 
at Appalachian State. “That was the 
type of guy he was. He was always 
trying to lift people up.’’

Hamilton, the American studies 
professor, recalled how Chandler 
transferred from Wisconsin and 
“made a point to come to my offi ce 
hours repeatedly, often just to ask 
questions about how things worked 
around U9A.’’

The professor later helped Chan-
dler to declare his major in American 
studies.

“He was an unbelievably nice per-
son, always a huge smile, really gre-
garious and funny,’’ Hamilton wrote. 
“One of those people who’s just im-
possible not to like.’’

Mike Hollins
Hollins, a running back on the 

team who was shot in the back, was 
showing signs of improvement Tues-
day after a second surgery.

Hollins was removed from a venti-
lator and was able to visit with fam-
ily and friends in his hospital room, 
said Joe Gipson, the chief operating 
offi cer of a law fi rm in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, where Hollins’ mother, 
Brenda Hollins, works.

She told The Associated Press on 
Monday that, “Mike is a fi ghter – and 
he’s showing it.

“We have great doctors who have 
been working with him. And most 
importantly, we have God’s grace 
and God’s hands on him,’’ she said.

Elliott, his coach at 9irginia, said 
Hollins “has a big personality.’’

“I think he’s a young man that is 
fully invested in this institution, this 
program,’’ Elliott said. “He is a guy 
that I’ve seen really start to kind of 
come into his own from a leadership 
standpoint.’’

In a statement released Wednesday, 
Brenda Hollins said the Chandler, 
Perry and Davis families “have not 
left our prayers since Sunday night.”

“Our hearts are broken for you, 
and we will continue to hold Devin, 
D’Sean and Lavel in our hearts,” she 
said.

When Rep. Karen Bass (D-Calif.) 
announced her candidacy for mayor of 
Los Angeles last year, she knew the race 
wouldn’t be easy.

But the former Congressional Black 
Caucus Chair also believed that her be-
loved city faced a crisis, and that others 
that had (or were likely to) declare their 
candidacy, probably wouldn’t live up to 
the challenge.

“I’ve spent my entire life bringing 
groups of people together in coalitions 
to solve complex problems and produce 
concrete change – especially in times 
of crisis,” Bass declared in September 
2021.

“Los Angeles is my home. With my 
whole heart, I’m ready. Let’s do this – 
together.”

On Wednesday, Nov. 16, more than a 
week after voting closed in the City of 
Angels, Bass was declared the winner 
in a tight race that pitted her against bil-
lionaire developer Rick Caruso.

With her victory, Bass will become 
the fi rst black woman to lead the city 
during a time when Los Angeles faces 
an ever-growing homeless crisis and a 
myriad of other issues left behind by her 
predecessor Eric Garcetti.

“We are in a fi ght for the soul of 
our city,” declared Bass, who counted 
among those on President Joe Biden’s 
short candidate list for the vice presi-
dency that ultimately went to fellow-
CBC alum Kamala Harris.

“We are going to build a new Los An-
geles,” she said.

With extensive experience in Con-
gress and as a California Assembly 
leader, Bass said she understands the 
fi ght ahead. After all, she emerged from 
an intense battle in which her opponent 
spent more than $100 million.

Projections had Bass winning more 

than 53� of the vote to Caruso’s ���.
The Associated Press said Bass en-

joyed the advantage of being a lifelong 
Democrat “in a city where Republicans 
are almost invisible.”

Last week, 9ice President Harris 
campaigned in Los Angeles with Bass, 
and many high-profi le Democrats 
backed her candidacy.

The news service noted that Bass 
would become the fi rst woman and sec-
ond black person to hold the job after 
former Mayor Tom Bradley held the 
post from 1��3 to 1��3.

She’ll also attempt to cool the fi gura-
tive fi res that have been stoked internal-
ly among city leaders, including a racial 
scandal that’s rocked City Council.

Further, the city has more than �0,000 
individuals who are homeless, and 
crime has unnerved even the upper-
class areas of Los Angeles.

“Congratulations to our Mayor-
Elect,” superstar entertainer and Bass 
supporter John Legend tweeted.

“Angelenos chose someone who has 
devoted her life to helping her commu-
nity become healthier, safer and more 
just.”

The day after Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi announced she would step aside, 
Rep. Hakeem Jeffries of New York an-
nounced his own history-making bid 
Friday to become the fi rst black Ameri-
can to helm a major U.S. political par-
ty in Congress as leader of the House 
Democrats.

The 52-year-old Jeffries gave nod 
to the “legendary fi gures’’ before him, 
Pelosi and her leadership team, while 
encouraging his colleagues to embrace 
this “once-in-a-generation opportunity 
to further unleash our full potential as 
a team.’’

Jeffries vowed to create an inclusive 
leadership that draws on all members 
of the diverse Democratic caucus as the 
party works back toward majority status 
in the House after Republicans seized 
control in the midterm elections.

“The House Democratic Caucus is 
the most authentic representation of 
the gorgeous mosaic of the American 
people,’’ Jeffries said in a letter to col-
leagues.

“I write to humbly ask for your sup-
port for the position of House Demo-
cratic Leader as we once again prepare 
to meet the moment.’’

Pelosi announced Thursday she 
would relinquish her position after 20 
years leading the House Democrats.

It’s not just Jeffries, but Rep. Kath-
erine Clark of Massachusetts and Rep. 
Pete Aguilar of California – who have 
worked together as a lower-rung lead-
ership team – all swiftly wrote to col-
leagues with their bids for the fi rst, 

second- and third-ranking positions in 
House Democratic leadership.

The trio has been working in tan-
dem for years, preparing for just this 
moment, seeking to engineer a smooth 
transition when Pelosi and the other top 
two Democrats Majority Leader Steny 
Hoyer and Democratic Whip James 
Clyburn of South Carolina step aside.

House Democrats will meet behind 
closed doors as a caucus in two weeks, 
after the Thanksgiving holiday, to select 
their members. So far, Jeffries, Clark 
and Aguilar have no stated challengers.

Pelosi told reporters she would not 
be making any endorsements, believing 
it’s better not to “anoint” new leaders 
but allow them the confi dence of rising 
on their own. But Friday, she heartily 
backed the potential new leaders.

“With pride, gratitude and confi dence 
in their abilities that I salute Chairman 
Hakeem Jeffries, Assistant Speaker 
Katherine Clark and 9ice Chairman 
Pete Aguilar for being ready and willing 
to assume this awesome responsibility,’’ 
Pelosi said in her own statement Friday.

Slain football players 
remembered as funny, 

sweet, ambitious

The Associated Press said Bass en-
joyed the advantage of being a lifelong 
Democrat “in a city where Republicans 
are almost invisible.” PHOTO: FLICKR, TAK-
EN ON FEBRUARY 16, 2010

Jeffries

This combo of undated image provided by University of Virginia Athletics shows NCAA college football players, from left, 
Devin Chandler, Lavel Davis Jr. and D’Sean Perry. The three Virginia football players were killed in a shooting, Sunday, Nov. 13, 
2022, in Charlottesville, Va., while returning from a class trip to see a play. UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA ATHLETICS VIA AP
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EPA Administrator M ichael 
Regan said Tuesday that the 
agency is still working on a 
plan to bring long-term im-
provements to the water system 
in M ississippi’s capital city, 
which came perilously close 
to collapsing more than two 
months ago.

“I am here for the fourth time 
in one year because I want to 
hear directly from you,’’ Regan 
told dozens of business people, 
elected offi cials, pastors and 
others during a meeting at 
Jackson State University.

Radhika Fox, the EPA as-
sistant administrator for wa-
ter, joined Regan and Jackson 
M ayor Chokwe Antar Lumum-
ba for the gathering.

Jackson has struggled with 
water problems for decades. 
M ost of the city lost running 
water for several days after 
heavy rainfall exacerbated 
problems at the city’s main 
water treatment plant in late 
August. When that happened, 
Jackson had already been un-
der a boil-water advisory for a 
month because health inspec-
tors had found cloudy water 
that could make people ill.

About 80%  of Jackson’s 
150,000 residents are black, 
and about a q uarter of the pop-
ulation lives in poverty.

The boil-water advisory was 
lifted in mid-September, but 
many people remain skeptical 
about water q uality. State Rep. 
Bo Brown, a Democrat from 
Jackson, asked Regan Tuesday 

whether the EPA can do any-
thing to instill confi dence in 
people that the water is safe to 
drink.

“Y ou’re still hearing people 
say, ‘ Well, I’m not so sure,’” 
Brown said.

Regan said he had spent time 
with a 98-year-old woman in 
her Jackson home and she gave 
him advice: Put aside politics 
and start working on a solution.

“The mayor and I have 
talked about this a number of 
times. We know we have to 
earn trust,’’ Regan said.

The EPA announced O ct. 20 
that it had started investigat-
ing whether M ississippi state 
agencies discriminated against 
Jackson by refusing to fund 
improvements for its failing 
water system. Regan told re-
porters that he could not give 
details about that investigation 
Tuesday.

O n O ct. 31, the EPA an-
nounced that testing had shown 
Jackson water is safe to drink. 
The agency encouraged resi-
dents to pay attention to future 
boil-water advisories. It was 
not yet certain whether Jack-
son has too much lead and cop-
per in its water;  sampling has 
been completed and results are 
expected sometime this month.

Regan’s fi rst trip to Jackson 
as EPA leader was on a “Jour-
ney to Justice’’ tour late last 
year to bring attention to en-
vironmental problems in low-
income, mostly minority com-
munities in Gulf Coast states. 
Three of Regan’s trips to Jack-
son have happened since the 

water emergency began in late 
August.

The Jackson system still fac-
es extensive and costly repairs. 
The state health department 
and the M ississippi Emergency 
M anagement Agency started 
overseeing operations and re-
pairs at the facility.

Lumumba told reporters af-
ter the meeting Tuesday he 
wants Republican Gov. Tate 
Reeves to extend the state of 
emergency for Jackson’s water 
system, which is set to expire 
next M onday.

Lumumba said during the 
meeting that water problems 
disrupt the economy, disrupt 
schools and universities and 
affect the q uality of life.

“We’re prepared to end these 
cycles of humiliation,’’ Lu-
mumba said.

The Rev. Dwayne K. Pickett 
Sr., pastor of New Jerusalem 
Church in Jackson, told the 
EPA offi cials that as the Jack-
son water system is repaired, 
he wants to see meaningful 
participation by minority con-
tractors.

Fox said she started her wa-
ter career in San Francisco 
and that city made efforts to 
include minority contractors 
by, for example, breaking large 
contracts into smaller ones. 
She said the EPA is looking at 
issues of eq uity in Jackson and 
other places. She said replac-
ing aging infrastructure should 
be done in a way that includes 
“building power and building 
wealth’’ for the communities 
affected.

Dewey A. Handy, O D, of 
Jackson, has been named the 
recipient of the M ississippi O p-
tometric Association’s (M O A) 
Roger Loose Award. The 
M O A’s Board of Directors es-
tablished the award in memory 
of Dr. Loose’s contributions to 
the profession of optometry. 
It is given to M O A members 
who have exhibited a lifetime 
of service to the organization 
and provided excellence of care 
to patients. The award was an-
nounced at M O A’s Annual Fall 
Conference.

Dr. Handy has been a leader 
in optometry in M ississippi and 
the nation for nearly 45 years. 
His impact in the community, 
among his patients, and among 
future optometrists, is immea-
surable. The list of his honors 
and recognitions, both profes-
sionally and in the community, 
is lengthy and impressive.

His awards include the Na-
tional O ptometric Association’s 
O ptometrist of the Y ear, the Hu-
manitarian Award during M is-
sissippi’s M inority Enterprise 
Development Week, the Silver 
Beaver and District Award of 
M erit from the Boy Scouts of 
America, and Central United 
M ethodist Church’s M an of the 
Y ear. 

After receiving a Bachelors 
in Chemistry and a M asters in 
Physics from Jackson State Uni-

versity he obtained his Doctor 
of O ptometry degree from the 
University of Alabama at Bir-
mingham School of O ptometry. 

While maintaining a private 
practice in Jackson, he serves as 
an adjunct faculty member and 
preceptor for fourth year optom-
etry students at the Southern 
College of O ptometry. 

Y oung optometrists who work 
alongside Dr. Handy recount his 
impact on their professional and 

personal lives.
Dr. Eric Johnson, of M erid-

ian, said that externing with 
him “changed my whole outlook 
on being a doctor. He replaced 
my thoughts of making all that 
money to ones of making a dif-
ference.”

“His desire is to create an en-
vironment where patients leave 
the offi ce feeling more valuable 
than when they arrived,” said 
Dr. Jennifer Y ork. 

HEALTH

EPA leader listens
to water concerns

in Mississippi capital

Dewey A. Handy, OD
of Jackson receives 
MOA’s Roger Loose 

As we cel-
ebrate National 
Rural Health 
Day this year, 
we are remind-
ed that a strong 

community is rooted in its 
people. The Biden-Harris Ad-
ministration is committed to 
serving those who live in the 
rural areas of this country, like 
the small towns and communi-
ties right here in M ississippi. 
At the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture, we are 
hard at work offering the re-
sources to the rural and agri-
cultural communities that feed 
and fuel our nation and provide 
the everyday essentials upon 
which America depends.

As I’ve traveled across M is-
sissippi, I’ve seen fi rsthand 
the uniq ue challenges people 
in rural communities, many 
like the one where I grew up, 
have in accessing the health re-
sources they need and deserve. 
These challenges are especial-
ly true for people living in our 
nation’s Tribal communities 
who have been underserved for 
far too long.

At USDA Rural Develop-
ment, we are committed to 
making sure that people, no 
matter where they live, have 
access to high-q uality and re-
liable health care services like 
urgent care, primary care, and 
dental care. That’s why I’ve 
been a proud champion of pro-
grams like the Emergency Ru-
ral Health Care Grants, which 
was created by President 
Biden’s historic legislative 
package, the American Rescue 
Plan Act. 

In the last year, this program 
has helped rural health care 
organizations across the state 
purchase supplies, deliver food 
assistance, renovate health 
care facilities, and provide 
people with reliable medical 
testing and treatment.

For example, in Pike Coun-

ty the Southwest M ississippi 
Regional M edical Center was 
impacted signifi cantly by the 
CO V ID-19 pandemic, facing 
unprecedented staffi ng short-
ages, supply chain defi cien-
cies, and patient surges. They 
were able to use funds from 
the Emergency Rural Health 
Care Grant program to assist 
with reimbursement of lost 
health-related revenue, which 
will allow them to continue 
providing access to essential 
services and expand capabili-
ties like testing services in the 
area.

We also know that increas-
ing access to telemedicine and 
distance learning in rural M is-
sissippi is critical to building 
healthier and more resilient 
communities.

People in remote parts of the 
state often need to travel great-
er distances to see a health care 
provider, are less likely to have 
access to high-speed internet 
to utilize telehealth services 
and are more likely to live in 
an area that has a shortage of 
doctors, dentists and mental 
health providers.

Through programs like the 
Distance Learning and Tele-
medicine Grants Program, we 
are making it easier for people 
living in rural areas to access 
health care services remotely. 

The Delta Health Center 
used funding from our Dis-
tance Learning and Telemedi-
cine program to provide access 
to the full range of healthcare 
services through telemedicine 
visits with patients through-
out the service area from its 
10 Hub/End User sites located 
in Delta Health Center clinics 
across its fi ve-county service 
area in the M ississippi Delta. 
Emphasis will be placed on 
substance use and behavioral 
health services, but this fund-
ing will also increase effective 
communication and consulta-
tion among providers both in-
ternally and externally, while 
providing learning opportuni-
ties for medical residency stu-

dents, improved engagement 
with faculty in team huddles, 
and improved coordination 
and communication regarding 
medical residency clinical ro-
tations. 

Health is about much more 
than medical care. Access to 
modern, reliable water and 
wastewater infrastructure is a 
critical necessity for the health 
and well-being of every Amer-
ican.

In M ississippi, we continue 
to work hand-in-hand with our 
partners and local community 
leaders to promote a healthy 
community and environment 
through our Water and Envi-
ronmental Programs. 

These programs help rural 
communities obtain the tech-
nical assistance and capital fi -
nancing necessary to develop 
clean and reliable drinking wa-
ter and waste disposal systems. 
Safe drinking water and sani-
tary waste disposal systems 
are vital not only to public 
health, but also to the econom-
ic vitality of rural America

Through these programs, we 
make sure people, children and 
families across the state have 
clean water and safe sewer sys-
tems that prevent pollution and 
runoff.

In O ktibbeha County, the 
O ktoc Water Association 
used funding from our Water 
and Waste Disposal Loan and 
Grant Program to install two 
new treatment facilities and 
make necessary improvements 
to the distribution system that 
will allow the water to be ad-
eq uately distributed and install 
new radio read meters. This 
investment will ensure local 
communities have a safe, reli-
able source of water and avoid 
cost overages, saving consum-
ers money.

USDA Rural Development is 
a partner who invests in keep-
ing rural people healthy.

Y ou can learn more about 
our programs by visiting our 
website or by calling ( 6 0 1)  
9 6 5 - 4 3 16 .

This is the time of year 
for grand family gatherings. 
Thanksgiving is just around 
the corner and when the aro-
mas of the big turkey dinner 
have faded, mothers and fami-
lies will begin preparations 
for the grand Christmas cel-
ebration. 

Black moms account for 
many roles, sometimes thera-
pists, motivators of males in 
the household, natural tex-
tured hair stylists, teachers 
and more. When it comes to 
the holidays, they also be-
come professional chefs, fam-
ily gatherers and entertainers. 

No one, especially moms 
and grandmoms, the great 
matriarchs of black families 
far and wide, wants the gai-
ety of the holiday season to be 
overshadowed by CO V ID-19. 
We’ve learned so much over 
the last year and fortunately, 
more black people have had 
vaccine(s). And while it would 
be even greater if more had 
gotten them, now is not the 
time for nagging.

People have grown weary of 
hearing about the virus. The 
incessant warnings, the issue 

of whether to wear/not wear 
masks, when to isolate, and 
even the hospitalizations and 
deaths have taken their toll. 
The good news this season is 
some young people may come 
home for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas breaks ready to be 
protectors instead of spread-
ers. 

Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities (HBCUs) 
have joined forces with the We 
Can Do This Campaign’s Stay 
Well Community Health Fairs 
on campuses like Grambling 
State and Texas Southern.

An event is planned Dec. 
3 at the SWAC Champion-
ship located at Jackson State 
University. As a result of the 
events many young people 
will leave for home to enjoy 
the holidays having had at 
least one vaccination. They 
will be protectors of their 

moms, grandmas, aunties and 
all the other black women that 
hold half the sky. Dads and 
granddads will appreciate the 
protection too.

Every person in the country 
age 6 months or older – in ev-
ery community, in every cor-
ner of America – is eligible to 
get vaccinated. 

If you think you’d like to 
be vaccinated before the holi-
days and enter the New Y ear 
having protected yourself and 
your loved ones from serious 
illness, visit vaccines.gov.

Josephine McN eal is a 
public relations specialist at 
C MR ignite,  and Paula Pene-
baker is a writer at C MR i-
gnite,  a strategic marketing 
agency and a partner of  the 
U .S . D epartment of  Health 
and Human S ervices W e C an 
D o This C O VI D - 19  Public 
E ducation C ampaign.

Rural Mississippi: Building 
healthier communities for the 
people who power America

The matriarchs of the holidays 
can worry less this year
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The story 
of Henrietta 
Lacks, a V ir-
ginia mother 
whose cells 
have trans-
formed medi-

cal research for over 7 0 years, 
is both amazing and heart-
breaking. Cells taken from 
her body without her consent 
during her treatment for cer-
vical cancer at Johns Hopkins 
University in the 1950s have 
proven to be the most medi-
cally viable cell line. 

A 2010 book and 2017  HBO  
movie about Lacks once again 
stirred interest in her story 
and that of the family that she 
left behind when she died of 
cervical cancer in 1951.

Her cells have a uniq ue 
biological makeup that allow 
them to reproduce and grow 
indefi nitely. This allows them 
to be more likely to withstand 
various scientifi c experiments 
that look for the cause and 
possible cures of countless 
diseases including polio and 
HIV .

Lacks shows through medi-

cal research what we as Chris-
tians know: we are capable of 
reproducing over time. The 
q uestion is what are we repro-
ducing?  Is it Christ-like com-
passion or is it fear, negativ-
ity and strife?  Like the HeLa 
cells produce indefi nitely, we 
should strive to have a long 
term and transformative im-
pact on our family, friends 
and co-workers. Romans 
14:19 provides a hint of how 
this can be done “So then 
let us pursue what makes for 
peace and for mutual upbuild-
ing.”

I admit that striving for 
peace can sometimes be hard 
but an experience I had re-
cently reminded me that the 
way of peace is always the 
best way.

A few years ago, I returned 
some jewelry to M acy’s. Be-
cause it was the busy Christ-
mas holiday sales season, the 
salesclerks were helping other 
customers. Rather than huff 
impatiently, I was surprised 
by how peaceful I was despite 
the long wait. The salesclerk 
who processed the return was 
friendly and made the usual 
polite conversation about the 

busy holiday season. In the 
midst of our conversation, I 
noticed that he had on a yar-
mulke (skull cap), so I asked 
him if he was Jewish. He 
confi rmed that he was and 
then shared how he’d moved 
to Texas to attend school and 
learn more about his Hebraic 
heritage. By the time he fi n-
ished the transaction, he also 
shared about his place of wor-
ship and invited me to visit 
sometime. I politely accepted 
the invitation but didn’t think 
twice about it until recently 
when I ran into this same man 
at an awards ceremony at my 
job.

All I saw was the man in 
black yarmulke from a dis-
tance congratulating his son 
on getting an award. “Was 
that the guy from M acy’s? ” I 
wondered. After all, I asked 
myself, how many heavy set 
African-American middle-
aged men wear yarmulkes?  
Figuring it would not hurt to 
ask if he’d ever worked at M a-
cy’s, I walked over and asked 
him. With a smile he con-
fi rmed that he had. Though 
our conversation was brief, 
I walked away thankful that 

when we’d met over a year ago 
that I’d been pleasant. Eventu-
ally, his son registered to take 
my class and turned out to be 
a creative genius.

Sometimes we think hav-
ing an impact on people has 
to involve big gestures. But 
like the initial small amount 
of HeLa cells have changed 
modern medical research, the 
biggest impact can sometimes 
be what we reproduce in oth-
ers through small gestures of 
peace and compassion. Dur-
ing this season of Thanksgiv-
ing, I encourage you to try 
to reproduce kindness, love, 
peace and grace in the lives of 
others.

Shewanda Riley ( Aunt 
Wanda) , PhD , is a F ort 
Worth-based author of “ L ove 
H angover:  Moving from Pain 
to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends”  and “ Writing to 
the B eat of G od’ s H eart:  A 
B ook of Prayers for Writers.”  
Email her at preservedbypur-
pose@gmail.com or follow 
her on Twitter @shewanda. 
F ind out more about her new 
podcast “ The C hocolate Aun-
tie Podcast”  at www.chocola-
teauntiepodcast.com.

The immortal 
life of peace

We read in 
Ephesians 4:1-3, 
“I, therefore, the 
prisoner of the 
Lord, beseech you 
to walk worthy of 
the calling with 

which you were called, with all 
lowliness and gentleness, with 
longsuffering, bearing with one 
another in love, endeavoring to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.” These truths are 
revealed explicitly to the Church 
of the Living God. It is the Word 
of God that we stand upon, and 
the Word of God is the fi nal au-
thority when it comes to spiri-
tual matters.

When I speak of the Church 
of God, I am not talking about 
a sect, a Protestant Church, a 
Catholic Church, or any other 
church but the Church that is 
in the Bible. I am not talking 
about a split off or a reject, but 
I am talking about the body of 
Christ. These cardinal teachings 
are necessary and as parents, 
we need to raise our children in 
these Bible truths.

The cardinal teachings are 
the foremost teachings of the 

Church of God. These truths are 
precious, and they belong to the 
only church mentioned in the 
Bible, the Church of God.

We cannot have true Bible 
unity without God’s Holy Spirit. 
Each individual must have unity 
with God before he/she can have 
unity within the body of Christ. 

Let us fi rst consider the Day of 
Pentecost where three thousand 
souls were saved. In paraphras-
ing Ephesians 2:1, we all were 
dead in trespasses and sins, but 
the power that brought Jesus out 
of the tomb and raised Him from 
the dead has also q uickened us. 
Also, paraphrasing Ephesians 
2:6, we are raised up together 
with Him.”

The Bible gives us a record 
of what happened on the Day of 
Pentecost in Acts 2. The three 
thousand souls that were saved 
did not go back to the old life 
of sin. Those truly saved today 
do not walk back to the old life 
either. Something happens to a 
soul when he/she is saved, and 
we can read about it in God’s 
Word.

Rev. Simeon R. G reen I I I  is 
pastor of Joynes Road C hurch of 
G od, 3 1 Joynes Road, H ampton, 
V A 2 3 6 6 9. 
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According to a 
survey conducted in 
O ctober, nearly 7 0 
percent of consum-
ers plan to skip Black 
Friday and holiday 
shopping altogether 

this year. While some believed 
retailers manipulated shoppers, a 
relatively large amount (18% ) said 
they won’t shop because of large 
crowds. Despite the relatively small 
sample size in the survey, a grow-
ing number of shoppers said Black 
Friday had lost its appeal.

“While Black Friday sales pro-
vide a great opportunity for brands 
to keep customers coming back for 
more, it also presents noteworthy 
risks for shoppers around buying 
too much,” said M ichael Podolsky, 
CEO , and co-founder of Pissed-
Consumer.com, which conducted 
the survey.

“Consumers are now savvier 
with their purchases and how much 
they spend. That is not just inÀ ation 
causing the shift in consumer be-
havior,” Podolsky stated.“The sur-
vey revealed that 85%  of shoppers 
now rely on online reviews when 
buying as they intend to avoid gen-
eral unhappiness with shopping.”

Small business growth expert 
Stephanie Scheller of Grow Disrupt 
said there’s little q uestion that the 
days of getting excited about the 
day after Thanksgiving shopping 
sprees have ended.

“While there are still ‘ door-
busters’ at some places that are 
worth participating in, most places 
offer great deals online or are start-
ing so early that it’s not worth the 

fi ght for Black Friday beyond tradi-
tion,” Scheller offered.

“I think that the problem with 
this is that we’ll end up diluting 
the power of the concept, and while 
overall shopping numbers might 
be okay, the one-powerful-day for 
generating sales for the holiday 
season concept is likely to fade.”

According to Adobe Analytics, 
Black Friday 2021 raked in $ 14.04 
billion in online sales, with $ 8.9 
billion spent on Black Friday and 
$ 5.14 billion on Thanksgiving. The 
spending represented a .63%  de-
crease from 2020 when Black Fri-
day sales raked in $ 14.13 billion in 
online sales.

At the height of the coronavirus 
pandemic in 2020, 100 million con-
sumers shopped online, while in-
person Black Friday shopping fell 
37  percent from 2019.

“Digitalization has encouraged 

the growth of online stores, due to 
which special deals and offers re-
main no more exclusive,” said M att 
Gillman, founder of SM B Com-
pass.

“People prefer online stores more 
than regular stores, which affects 
Black Fridays. And this is because 
of the perks online stores offer at 
the same costs. So, along with the 
low prices, we can focus on pro-
viding a better shopping environ-
ment.”

Despite declining sales and en-
thusiasm from many corners of the 
nation, some still enjoy the tradi-
tion of leaving the dinner table ear-
ly to stand in the long lines that of-
ten accompany Black Friday sales.

“I usually think of shopping as 
therapy;  therefore, I always look 
forward to Black Friday for the ex-
cellent prices,” said Sean Harris, 
managing editor at Family Desti-

nations Guide, which provides in-
formation and reviews of resorts, 
hotels and global destinations.

“Black Friday not only allows 
me to fi ll my closet with the new-
est styles at discount prices, but it 
also makes it possible for me to fi nd 
some excellent offers on electron-
ics and books,” Harris exclaimed.

“I primarily rely on gadgets to 
simplify my life as a tech-savvy 
individual. Therefore, I req uire 
everything, from an air purifi er 
to a coffee foaming machine. As 
a result, Black Friday will never 
lose its appeal to me because I can 
obtain incredible electronics dis-
counts online.

“The same is true for books, 
which are a staple of mine and are 
available in bulk in specially cu-
rated best-seller collections every 
Black Friday Sale.”

Emily Saunders, chief revenue 
offi cer for eLuxury, noted that 
Black Friday always loses its lus-
ter during an economic downturn, 
but she said she’s skeptical about 
whether those declines are perma-
nent.

“Brick-and-mortar retail is fad-
ing, but Black Friday still has a 
strong heartbeat when economic 
times are good,” Saunders assert-
ed. “It recovered with a vengeance 
once the Great Recession was over, 
and online shopping had become 
an established alternative.

“I eq uate it to network televi-
sion. Everything aired on major 
networks is being watched by far 
fewer people compared to the pre-
streaming days, but you’d never 
know that on Super Bowl Sunday. 
It still elicits around 100 million 
viewers each year.”
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Has Black Friday lost 
its luster? Depends
on whom you ask

Going to college 
has always been the 
goal for many stu-
dents when they 
graduate from high 
school. They take 
courses and pass 

tests in high school which prepare 
them for what is called the college 
experience.

Doing homework and writing 
essays were building blocks for at-
tending college.

Back in the day in my Winston-
Salem NC neighborhood, I saw 
older students leaving for college. 
In some ways, it served as motiva-
tion for younger students like me 
to follow in their footsteps. We 
simply wanted to be like them. 
They were our heroes.

Before ever enrolling in college, 
my friends and I had already been 
on a few college campuses. Col-
lege students looked more serious, 
and they were certainly carrying 
more books.

At a young age, my parents told 
me that I was going to college so 
the only q uestion was what college 
I would attend. As my high school 
graduation approached, I became 

more anxious and excited.
In my community, education 

was valued and thought to be a key 
for a successful life.

Colleges during my day were 
lively places to be. I never associ-
ated danger and misfortune with 
them. We went there to learn and 
to earn a degree. O f course, we 
gained new friends and partici-
pated in all types of student ac-
tivities.

I was blessed to have been a 
student-athlete which meant trav-
eling to other cities and college 
campuses. I had the opportunity 
to see schools like Rider College 
in New Jersey and Tuskegee Uni-
versity in Alabama.

During my times in college, I 
never experienced any gun vio-
lence. Guns and other weapons 
were never a part of my conver-
sations with other students. As a 
college administrator and teacher, 
I never had any experiences with 
students who had firearms.

So here we are now, and things 
have changed on the higher educa-
tion landscape. It is both unbeliev-
able and sad to see.

How is it now that we can use 
guns, killings and colleges in the 
same sentence?  Y et here we are 
doing so with grief in our hearts 

and hurt in our voices. 
Field trips use to be fun trips for 

students and chaperones alike as I 
have taken many of them over my 
lifetime. This was not the case for 
students at the University of V ir-
ginia Sunday, November 13. Three 
UV A football players were killed, 
and two other UV A students were 
wounded.

Those losing their lives were 
Devin Chandler, Lavel Davis Jr. 
and D’Sean Perry according to re-
ports.

UV A president, James Ryan 
said, “This is a sad, shocking and 
tragic day for our UV A commu-
nity. Let me say how deeply sorry 
I am for the victims and for their 
family and friends.”

The alleged assailant, Christo-
pher Darnell Jones Jr., faces mur-
der charges and charges of using 
a handgun in the commission of 
a felony according to UV A police 
chief, Timothy Longo Sr.

Jones was arrested approximate-
ly 80 miles east of Charlottesville 
without incident.

As of now, there has not been 
a motive established, however, 
Jones was a former UV A football 
player.

Sadness and hopelessness over-
whelm us.

Carla Williams, director of ath-
letics at UV A said, “We lost three 
talented and bright young men. We 
will never see what their impact 
on the world would have been, but 
we will never forget their impact 
on us.”

She added, “I miss Lavel, 
D’Sean and Devin. I pray for 
peace, comfort and hope for their 
parents and loved ones.”

M isery and death also happened 
to 4 students at the University of 
Idaho who were living off campus.

Reports say they were likely 
stabbed while asleep. Their bodies 
were discovered Sunday.

The victims were Ethan Chapin, 
Kaylee Goncalves, X ana Kernodle 
and M adison M ogen. 

The person responsible for this 
horrible act is still at large. The 
police have held 38 interviews.

Latah County Coroner, Cathy 
M abbutt told CNN she saw lots 
of blood on the wall and that the 
victims had been stabbed multiple 
times.

College communities are now 
in the spotlight for the wrong rea-
sons. This trend must not continue 
because our future leaders need 
the education that colleges pro-
vide.

Trouble on college 
campuses is happening 

way too often these days

O ne of the most important as-
pects of cooking is utilizing ap-
propriate seasonings for adding 
À avor to one’s dish. Seasoning is 
what generates À avor and À avor 
is what defi nes a dish. Hence, 
food without seasoning or the 

wrong type of seasoning (my aunt dared us not 
to use the word nasty when describing the taste 
of food) is almost inedible. Nonetheless, many 
cook foods with no regard for adding or incor-
porating appropriate seasonings. M eanwhile, we 
the recipients or our poor pets (my husband as a 
youngster would sneak and feed his meals like 
beef liver to his dog under the table – this is not a 
suggestion…hint) often suffer from eating these 
disastrous meals.

Like many cooks, many spouses do not consid-
er what seasoning they use to communicate with 
each other in marriage;  conseq uently, resulting in 
a recipe for disaster such as negative communi-
cation, little to no communication, infi delity, sep-
aration and divorce. Furthermore, the impacts of 
utilizing the wrong seasoning in communication 
affects marriage, the home, the children, neigh-
borhoods, and ultimately the community.

What type of À avor does the seasoning of your 
communication bring to your marriage?

Description of Communication Flavors (Fla-
vor food descriptions derived from Imbibe: The 
Drink Tank Website).

Homework Assignment: Y ou and your spouse 
should identify the À avors of communication 
you both bring to your marriage and explain 
why without utilizing insults, negative tones, etc. 
– this can be a conversational starter. O r invite 
me to do a workshop on communication at your 
churches, organizations, institutions, etc. 

Candy-Like – sweet, cooked sugar, cotton 
candy

Tangy – tart, zesty 
Acidic – sharp, tart, sour
Acrid – pungent, sharp, biting, bitter
Caustic – biting, acidic, astringent, stinging
Smokey – woodsmoke, burnt, char
Pungent – sharp, intense, penetrating 
Rancid – rotten, spoiled, stale, bad
Delicate – pleasant, mild and mellow
M alt like – sweet and nutty
Deadly – (I would insert a joke here about my 

sister’s cooking, but that probably would be dis-
tasteful? )

Were you able to identify the À avor of you and 
your spouse’s communication based on the list 
above?  If so, does your communication promote 
good or bad À avor in your marriage" 

What does God say about communication?
Colossians 4:6 (NIV )
Let your conversation be always full of grace, 

seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to 
answer everyone. 

Let, allow and permit, your conversation to al-
ways be fi lled with grace. Grace in Greek means, 
benevolence, graciousness, good-will, thanks, fa-
vor, gift and benefi t, which ultimately means let 
your conversation be kind. Is grace part of your 
dialogue exchange with your spouses?  Grace in 
conversation should be kind and giving;  even 
when your spouse’s conversation may not be (this 
can be diffi cult but with God, it is possible).

Let our conversations be seasoned with salt. 
Salt is valuable, preserves food, heals wounds, 
and promotes good health, if too much is not 
consumed, and it improves sleep. It’s amazing to 
know that our communication in marriage have 
the potential to aid each other in healthy ways. 
The scripture doesn’t say season your conversa-
tion with black pepper, cayenne pepper, etc.... we 
must season our conversations with salt.

What seasoning do you plan to utilize to com-
municate with your spouse?

In conclusion, as any good cook, eventually 
you learn to season with perfection. If you know 
that you are À avoring your conversation with the 
wrong seasoning, change your seasoning before 
it causes you to lose your husband or wife.

First, ask your spouse to forgive you. Secondly, 
don’t focus on what you said in the past – move 
forward. Third, forgive. Fourth, determine what 
À avor you want your spouse to experience from 
your conversation. Five, communicate, commu-
nicate and communicate. Lastly, recognize that it 
will take time to implement the changes you de-
sire in how you communicate with your spouse. 
Spouses must be intentional in how they season 
their communication because this can be the 
major differences between having a happy and 
healthy marriage, separation or divorce. Like, 
food, marriages need seasoning too.

L aS hunda C alvert is a member of  the Mis-
sissippi Humanities C ouncil S peaker’s B ureau,  
Marriage and R elationship A dvocate and S peak-
er,  and Motivational S peaker. S he is author of  
B oohurt,  a transparent book based on the resto-
ration of  her marriage.

Like food, 
marriages need 
seasoning too

By James B. Ewers Jr.
Presid ent E m eritus
T een M entoring Com m ittee of  O hio

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior Corresp ond ent

By LaShunda Calvert, Ph.D.
G uest Writer
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DECEMBER 10, 2022
AUCTION OF CITY OF JACKSON

IMPOUNDED VEHICLES

To all interested parties, known or unknown,

Pursuant to the MS State Code of 1972, Section 21-39-21, the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, will sell at Public Auction, the impounded, abandoned, lost, stolen, 
or misplaced motor vehicles and equipment listed on the attached schedule.  Un-
claimed motor vehicles and equipment may be sold after the expiration of ninety 
(90) days from their receipt or recovery by the City of Jackson.  The auction will 
be held at the City’s Garage/Impound Lot facility located at 4225-C Michael Avalon 
Street on Saturday, December 10, 2022 starting at 10:00 a.m.

A list and description of abandoned/unclaimed vehicles will be posted pursuant to 
statutory requirements in the following locations:

Hinds County Court House
Hinds Country Chancery Court Building
Jackson City Hall/City Clerk’s Offi ce

11/17/2022, 11/24/2022
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Missis-
siSSi� Xntil ���� 3�0� in tKe City Clerk’s Offi ce of Jackson� tKe EiG PXst Ee staPSeG 
in Ey ���� 3�0� 7XesGay� 'ecePEer ��� ����� at ZKicK tiPe saiG EiGs Zill Ee SXE�
licly oSeneG at tKe City Hall locateG at ��� 6oXtK 3resiGent 6treet �City CoXncil 
CKaPEers� in City Hall for tKe folloZinJ� 

������������ � /icenseG CaterinJ 6erYices 

7Ke aEoYe PXst coPSly ZitK tKe City’s sSecifi cations� CoSies of SroSosal forPs 
can Ee oEtaineG froP tKe 3XrcKasinJ 'iYision� ��� 6oXtK 3resiGent 6treet� 5ooP 
���� HooG %XilGinJ� Jackson� 0ississiSSi ������ CoSies of EiG sSecifi cations are 
fi leG ZitK tKe City Clerk for SXElic recorG in accorGance ZitK HoXse %ill 1o ���� 
���� 5eJXlar 6ession of tKe 0ississiSSi /eJislatXre� 

7Ke City of Jackson is coPPitteG to tKe SrinciSle of non�GiscriPination in 3XElic 
3XrcKasinJ� ,t is tKe Solicy of tKe City of Jackson to SroPote fXll anG eTXal EXsi�
ness opportunities for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition 
to selection� eacK contractor� EiGGer or offer sKall sXEPit a coPSleteG anG siJneG 
(TXal %Xsiness OSSortXnity �(%O� 3lan $SSlication� ZitK eacK EiG sXEPission� 
in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s 
(%O OrGinance� )ailXre to coPSly ZitK tKe City’s (%O OrGinance sKall GisTXalify 
a contractor� EiGGer or offer� froP EeinJ aZarGeG an eliJiEle contract� )or Pore 
inforPation on tKe City’s (%O 3roJraP� Slease contact tKe Offi ce of (conoPic 
'eYeloSPent at �������������� CoSies of tKe (%O OrGinance� (%O 3lan $SSli�
cation anG a coSy of tKe (%O 3roJraP are aYailaEle ZitK tKe Offi ce of (conoPic 
'eYeloSPent at ��� 6oXtK 3resiGent 6treet� 6econG )loor� Jackson� 0ississiSSi� 

The City reserves the right to rej ect any and all bids. The City also reserves the 
riJKt to ZaiYe any anG all inforPalities in resSect to any EiG sXEPitteG� %iG aZarGs 
Zill Ee PaGe to tKe loZest anG Eest EiGGer TXotinJ tKe loZest net Srice in accor�
Gance ZitK sSecifi cations� 7Ke aZarG coXlG Ee accorGinJ to tKe loZest cost Ser 
iteP� or to tKe loZest total cost for all itePs� or to acceSt all or Sart of any SroSosal� 
'eliYery tiPe Pay Ee consiGereG ZKen eYalXatinJ tKe EiG SroSosal� ,n tKose cases 
where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according 
to tKe loZest total cost for all itePs� or in soPe Yariation tKereof� statePents to tKis 
affect Zill Ee inclXGeG on tKe SroSosal forP� $Esence of sXcK statePent Peans tKe 
City Zill Pake tKat GeterPination GXrinJ tKe EiG reYieZ� 

Monica O liver 
Purchasing Division 
����� �������� or �������� 

��/��/����� ��/��/����

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS 
AND EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

BY THE
JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY FOR SERVICES IN 

CONNECTION WITH THE PRIME FLIGHT RENOVATION AT SOJAN 
JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS

 INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
JMAA PROJECT NUMBER 004-23

7Ke Jackson 0XniciSal $irSort $XtKority �³J0$$’’� is reTXestinJ 6tatePent of 4Xalifi �
cations anG ([Sressions of ,nterest �eacK� a ³6tatePent of 4Xalifi cations´� to SroYiGe 
enJineerinJ anG relateG serYices �tKe ³6erYices´� to J0$$ in connection ZitK 3riPe 
)liJKt 5enoYation as 6oJan J0$$ 3roMect 1o� ������ at J$1� 

J0$$ Zill receiYe sealeG electronic or SrinteG sXEPissions only� $ll sXEPissions of 
6tatePent of 4Xalifi cations to SerforP tKe 6erYices Zill Ee acceSteG Xntil 7XesGay� 
JanXary ��� ���� at ���� S�P� Central 6tanGarG 7iPe �C67� on �tKe ³'eaGline´�� 
5)4 sKall Ee acceSteG Ey ePail� Pail� or KanG GeliYery as folloZs� (Pail� EiGs#
iPaa�coP
%y Pail or KanG GeliYery� J0$$’s $GPinistratiYe Offi ce� 6Xite ���
0ain 7erPinal %XilGinJ
Jackson�0eGJar :iley (Yers ,nternational $irSort ��� ,nternational 'riYe� Jackson� 
0ississiSSi �����

J0$$ Zill not consiGer any 6tatePent of 4Xalifi cations receiYeG after 'eaGline for 
any reason ZKatsoeYer� ,nforPation for 5esSonGents relatinJ to tKis 5eTXest for 
6tatePent of 4Xalifi cations �³5)4´� is on fi le anG oSen for tKe SXElic insSection at 
tKe offi ces of J0$$� 7Ke ,nforPation for 5esSonGents contains a coSy of tKe 5)4� 
*eneral ,nforPation for 5esSonGents� ,nforPation 5eTXireG froP 5esSonGents� anG 
Criteria for Selection.

,nteresteG Sersons Pay oEtain a coSy of tKe ,nforPation for 5esSonGents froP J0$$ 
Ey contactinJ 0r� 0arYin %XckKalter� J0$$� 'irector of 3rocXrePent� as folloZs�
Jackson 0XniciSal $irSort $XtKority       $ttn� 0arYin %XckKalter
'irector of 3rocXrePent
��� ,nternational 'riYe� 6Xite ���
Jackson� 06 �����
7eleSKone� ����� ��������
)acsiPile� ����� ��������                     (Pail�PEXckKalter#MPaa�coP

or J0$$’s ZeEsite at KttSs�//3rocXrePent _ J$1 �MPaa�coP�
KttSs�//MPaa�coP/corSorate/Sartner�ZitK�Xs/SrocXrePent�

J0$$ Zill KolG a 3re�6XEPission 9iGeo Conference on 7KXrsGay� 'ecePEer ��� 
����� at ����� a�P� �C67� XsinJ tKe folloZinJ loJin inforPation�
Join =ooP 0eetinJ

/ink� KttSs�//MPaa�]ooP�Xs/s/�����������

0eetinJ ,'� ��� ���� ����
3asscoGe� ������

$ttenGance at tKe 3re�6XEPission 9iGeo Conference is not PanGatory for all tKose 
sXEPittinJ 6tatePent of 4Xalifi cations as a 3riPe ConsXltant for tKe 6erYices�

$fter eYalXation in accorGance ZitK tKe criteria set fortK in tKe 5)4� J0$$ Zill initi�
ate neJotiations ZitK tKe 5esSonGent ParkeG fi rst on tKe list� ,f sXcK neJotiations 
fail to SroGXce an aJreePent� in forP anG content� satisfactory to J0$$� ZitKin a 
reasonaEle SerioG of tiPe� tKen J0$$ Pay reMect tKe fi rst�rankeG 5esSonGent� ,n 
tKat eYent� J0$$ Zill folloZ tKe saPe Srocess ZitK tKe otKer 5esSonGents� in tKe 
orGer of tKeir rankinJ� Xntil a 5esSonGent aJrees to anG enters into an aJreePent 
satisfactory to JMAA.

J0$$ reserYes tKe riJKt to� ��� reMect any anG all 6tatePent of 4Xalifi cations� for 
any reason� any tiPe Eefore e[ecXtion of a contract ZitK a 5esSonGent selecteG Ey 
J0$$ to SerforP tKe 6erYices� anG ��� ZaiYe any anG all inforPalities anG irreJXlari�
ties in the selection process.

J0$$ Kas estaElisKeG a '%( contract Joal of  ������ for tKe 6erYices soliciteG Ey 
tKis 5)4�

J$C.6O1 081,C,3$/ $,53O57 $87HO5,7<                                               

1O9(0%(5 ��� ����
JoKn 0eans� �$ctinJ� CKief  OSerations Offi cer

��/��/����

LEGAL

ORDINANCE APPROVING AMENDMENTS TO THE TEXT OF THE OFFICIAL 
LANDSCAPE AND ZONING ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF JACKSON 
MISSISSIPPI AND RESPECTIVELY ADOPTED ON AUGUST 14, 1990 AND MAY 
29, 1974 WITH SUBSEQUENT AMENDMENTS IN ORDER TO PROVIDE FOR AND 
ESTABLISH MORE EFFECTIVE LANDSCAPING AND ZONING REGULATIONS 
FOR THE CITY OF JACKSON.

NOW THEREFORE B\E IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
JACKSON, MS:

7Kat 6ection �� �6ec� ������ 	 ���� for tKe enforcePent anG Yiolation of tKe /anG�
scaSe OrGinance of Jackson� 0ississiSSi� is KereEy aPenGeG to reaG as folloZs�
9iolation Ey any Serson of tKe SroYisions of tKis article or failXre to coPSly ZitK any of 
its reTXirePents� after Zritten notifi cation Ey tKe =oninJ $GPinistrator� or GesiJnee� of 
the City of the type, nature, and extent of the violation of this O rdinance, shall, upon 
conYiction tKereof� constitXte a PisGePeanor� $ny Serson ZKo Yiolates tKe SroYisions 
of tKis OrGinance or fails to coPSly ZitK any of its reTXirePents ZitKin forty�fi Ye ���� 
Gays after KaYinJ Eeen GXly notifi eG in ZritinJ� Ey certifi eG Pail� Ey tKe =oninJ $GPin�
istrator� or GesiJnee� of tKe City� sKall� XSon conYiction tKereof� Ee fi neG not Pore tKan 
one tKoXsanG Gollars ������������ (acK Gay sXcK Yiolation continXes sKall Ee consiG�
ereG a neZ anG seSarate offense� 1otKinJ Kerein containeG sKall SreYent tKe City froP 
takinJ sXcK otKer laZfXl action as is necessary to SreYent or rePeGy any Yiolation�

7Kat $rticle ,,� 6ection ��� for tKe interSretations anG Gefi nitions of tKe =oninJ OrGi�
nance of Jackson� 0ississiSSi� is KereEy aPenGeG to reaG as folloZs�
������ %oarGinJ HoXse �$lso see 5ooPinJ HoXse��  $ sinJle�faPily GZellinJ Xnit Sro�
YiGinJ liYinJ accoPPoGations to si[ or feZer inGiYiGXals for Ponetary or nonPonetary 
consiGeration for SerioGs of tKirty ���� or Pore consecXtiYe Gays� 7Ke Xnit Zill consist 
of SriYate EeGrooPs ZitK coPPXnal conJreJatinJ areas� EatKinJ� laXnGerinJ� anG eat�
inJ facilities�  7Kis Gefi nition Goes not inclXGe or any state licenseG facility serYinJ si[ 
or fewer persons.

������ �G� 0eGical CannaEis CXltiYation )acility� $ EXsiness entity licenseG anG reJ�
istereG Ey tKe 0ississiSSi 'eSartPent of HealtK tKat acTXires� JroZs� cXltiYates anG 
KarYests PeGical cannaEis in an inGoor� encloseG� lockeG anG secXre area� 

������ �e� 0eGical CannaEis 'isSensary� $n entity licenseG anG reJistereG ZitK tKe 
0'O5 tKat acTXires� Sossesses� stores� transfers� sells� sXSSlies or GisSenses PeGi�
cal cannaEis� eTXiSPent XseG for PeGical cannaEis� or relateG sXSSlies anG eGXca�
tional Paterials to carGKolGers�

������ �f� CannaEis 'isSosal (ntity� $ EXsiness licenseG anG reJistereG Ey tKe 0issis�
siSSi 'eSartPent of HealtK tKat is inYolYeG in tKe coPPercial GisSosal or GestrXction 
of PeGical cannaEis in an inGoor� encloseG� lockeG anG secXre area� 7Kese entities 
Pay also Ee knoZn as ³Zaste GisSosal entities�

������ �J� CannaEis 5esearcK )acility� $ researcK facility at any XniYersity or col�
lege in this state or an independent entity licensed and registered by the Mississippi 
'eSartPent of HealtK SXrsXant to tKe 06 0eGical CannaEis $ct tKat acTXires can�
naEis froP cannaEis cXltiYation facilities anG cannaEis SrocessinJ facilities in orGer 
to researcK cannaEis� GeYeloS Eest Sractices for sSecifi c PeGical conGitions� GeYeloS 
PeGicines anG SroYiGe coPPercial access for PeGical Xse� 

������ �K� CannaEis 7estinJ )acility� $n inGeSenGent entity licenseG anG reJistereG 
Ey tKe 0ississiSSi 'eSartPent of HealtK tKat analy]es tKe safety anG Sotency of can�
nabis.
��������a� 3ersonal anG CoPPercial 6erYice� a EXsiness tKat enJaJes in tKe SroYi�
sion of serYices Girectly to tKe consXPer at tKe site of tKe EXsiness or ZKicK receiYes 
froP/retXrns to tKe cXstoPer JooGs tKat KaYe Eeen treateG or SrocesseG at anotKer 
location� 7Kis Xse sKall inclXGe� EXt sKall not Ee liPiteG to� EarEer sKoSs� EeaXty Sar�
lors� cXrrency e[cKanJes� GoPestic Set JrooPinJ� fi nancial institXtions� interior Ge�
siJn stXGios� laXnGry anG Gry cleaninJ estaElisKPents �Slant off�SrePises�� Partial 
arts or Gance stXGios� PeGical cannaEis GisSensary� coPPercial SackaJe or PailinJ 
serYices �GistriEXtion off�site�� SKotoJraSKy SrocessinJ� self�serYice laXnGries� sKoe 
reSair sKoSs� tanninJ or toninJ salons� tailorinJ sKoSs� traYel aJencies anG PassaJe 
tKeraSists� $ny siPilar serYice is alloZeG Xnless a GeterPination is PaGe Ey tKe =on�
inJ $GPinistrator tKat tKe Xse is siPilar to a seSarately listeG Xse ZitKin tKis�

������� 6Kort�7erP 5entals� 5esiGential 8nits tKat are leaseG for tKirty ���� or less 
consecXtiYe Gays�  7Kese Xnits Pay inclXGe conYerteG Kotels� Potels� EeG anG Ereak�
fasts� Kotels� sinJle faPily Xnits� or 59 Sarks� 

7Kat $rticle 9,� 6ection �������� for Xses SerPitteG as 8se 3erPits in tKe 5�� �6inJle�
faPily� 5esiGential 'istrict is KereEy aPenGeG to reaG as folloZs�

7Ke folloZinJ Xses are SerPitteG as 8se 3erPits SroYiGeG� tKey are estaElisKeG in 
accordance with the procedures and provisions of this O rdinance:

1O7(�  ,tePs ���� anG tKe 0anXfactXreG HoXsinJ 5eTXirePents %�J anG tKe content 
lanJXaJe for tKese itePs sKall rePain tKe saPe�

��� 0anXfactXreG HoPe ZKen�
a� 7Ke Xnit is not locateG in tKe 5��$ 	 5�� 5esiGential 'istricts�

7Kat $rticle 9,,� 6ection ���������a� for Xses ZKicK Pay Ee SerPitteG as a 8se 3erPit 
in tKe C�� �/iPiteG� CoPPercial 'istrict is KereEy aPenGeG to reaG as folloZs�

1O7(� ,tePs ���� anG tKe content lanJXaJe for tKese itePs sKall rePain tKe saPe�

7Ke folloZinJ 8se 3erPits are SerPitteG SroYiGeG tKey are estaElisKeG in accorGance 
with the procedures and provisions of this O rdinance.

��� 7attoo 3arlors sXEMect to tKe folloZinJ reJXlations�

a� 6XEPission of 3roof of aSSroYal froP tKe 06 6tate 'eSartPent of HealtK in accor�
Gance ZitK tKe reJXlations JoYerninJ tKe reJistration of inGiYiGXals SerforPinJ EoGy 
SiercinJs anG tattooinJ�
E� $nnXal reneZal of 8se 3erPit�
c� 1on� oSeration sKall Ee EetZeen tKe ����� S�P� ± ���� a�P��
G� Cannot Ee locateG ZitKin fi Ye KXnGreG ����� feet of a kinGerJarten ���tK JraGe 
scKool� cKXrcK� anG 
e� Cannot Ee locateG ZitKin one tKoXsanG ������� feet of anotKer tattoo Sarlor 

��� 7oEacco 3araSKernalia 5etail %Xsiness ZKen locateG in a neiJKEorKooG sKoS�
SinJ center anG not in coPEination ZitK a conYenience tySe Jrocery store or serYice 
station. 

7Kat $rticle 9,,� 6ection �������� for Xses ZKicK Pay Ee SerPitteG in tKe C�� �*en�
eral� CoPPercial 'istrict is KereEy aPenGeG to reaG as folloZs�

1O7(� ,tePs ���� anG tKe content lanJXaJe for tKese itePs sKall rePain tKe saPe�

��� 7attoo Sarlors ZKen locateG a PiniPXP of fi Ye KXnGreG ����� feet froP a kinGer�
Jarten ±��tK JraGe scKool� or cKXrcK anG one tKoXsanG ������ feet froP anotKer 
tattoo parlor

7Kat $rticle 9,,� 6ection ���������a� for Xses ZKicK Pay Ee SerPitteG as a 8se 3erPit 
in tKe C�� �*eneral� CoPPercial 'istrict is KereEy aPenGeG to reaG as folloZs�

1O7(� ,tePs ���� anG tKe content lanJXaJe for tKese itePs sKall rePain tKe saPe�

��� ([tenGeG 6tay Hotels
��� *olf 'riYinJ 5anJes anG 3itcK�n�SXtt
��� *Xn 6KoSs
��� /iTXor 6tore ZKere Sart of a neiJKEorKooG sKoSSinJ center anG not in coPEination 
with a convenience type grocery store or service station.
��� 0oEile/0anXfactXreG HoPe 6ales
��� 3aZn 6KoSs
��� 5ecreational 9eKicle 3ark
��� 5ecyclinJ Center
��� 5ecyclinJ Collection 3oints
��� 6inJle�rooP occXSancy Kotels �65O�
��� 7attoo 3arlor
��� 7itle 3leGJe Offi ce � $ny sXcK Xses laZfXlly oSeratinJ Srior to 0arcK ��� ����� 
sKall Ee treateG as non�conforPinJ Xses XnGer tKis OrGinance� anG sKall Ee sXEMect 
to tKe reTXirePents of $rticle ;,,,�$ of tKis OrGinance� entitleG ³1on�conforPinJ 8se 
of /anGs anG/or 6trXctXres�´
��� 7oEacco 3araSKernalia 5etail %Xsiness
��� $XtoPoEile 6ales � 8seG
� 7Ke PiniPXP lot si]e is tZenty�tZo tKoXsanG �������� sTXare feet 
•  All service doors, buildings, structures, inoperable vehicles, outdoor storage and au-
toPoEile reSair Xses sKall Ee screeneG Ey a soliG Zall or oSaTXe fence ZitK a PiniPXP 
KeiJKt of si[ feet anG no Pore tKan ten feet� in aGGition to any reTXireG lanGscaSe 
buffer yard. 
� ,noSeraEle YeKicles� oXtGoor storaJe anG aXtoPoEile reSair actiYities sKall Ee lo�
cated to the rear or side yard and shall not be

7Kat $rticle 9,,� 6ections �������� anG ��������� for reJXlations for toEacco re�
tail EXsiness in tKe C�� �/iPiteG� anG C�� /iPiteG CoPPercial 'istricts are KereEy 
aPenGeG to reaG as folloZs�

�,teP �� for C�� 	 ,teP �� for C��� 8se 3erPits for a toEacco SaraSKernalia retail 
EXsiness sKall Ee issXeG to tKe oZner of tKe store�  7Ke 8se 3erPit Zill not rXn ZitK 
tKe lanG anG tKe sXEseTXent oZners of a toEacco SaraSKernalia retail EXsiness at 
tKis location PXst aSSly for anG receiYe a neZ 8se 3erPit�  7Ke 8se 3erPit sKall Ee 
reneZeG annXally�  $ toEacco SaraSKernalia EXsiness cannot Ee locateG ZitKin fi Ye 
KXnGreG ����� feet of a kinGerJarten ���tK JraGe scKool� cKXrcK or locateG ZitKin one 
tKoXsanG ������� feet of anotKer toEacco SaraSKernalia EXsiness�

7Kat $rticle 9,,�$� 6ection �������$ for Xses SerPitteG as 8se 3erPits in tKe 108�� 
�1eiJKEorKooG 0i[eG 8se� 'istrict� 3eGestrian OrienteG is KereEy aPenGeG to reaG 
as follows:

7Ke folloZinJ 8se 3erPits are SerPitteG SroYiGeG tKey are estaElisKeG in accorGance 
with the procedures and provisions of this O rdinance.

�� %oGy 3iercinJ %Xsiness
�� CoPPXnity 5ecreational Center 
3. Service stations when:
a� 7Ke front yarG setEack is at least fi fteen ���� feet� anG
E� 7Ke siGe yarG setEack is at least fi fteen ���� feet on street�facinJ siGes� EXt
c. All other regulations of the Article shall apply.
�� 3arkinJ JaraJes or 6Xrface 3arkinJ /ots� sXEMect to �������$
�� /iTXor 6tore ZKere Sart of a neiJKEorKooG sKoSSinJ center anG not in coPEination 
with a convenience type grocery store or service station.
6 . Tattoo Parlor

7Kat $rticle 9,,�$ 6ections �������$ ����� ���������$ ����� �������$ ���� for aGGitional 
reJXlations in tKe 1eiJKEorKooG anG CoPPXnity 0i[eG 8se 'istricts� 3eGestrian Ori�
enteG anG 8rEan 7oZn Center 0i[eG 8se 'istrict are KereEy aPenGeG to reaG as 
follows:

7Ke 8se 3erPit Zill Ee reneZeG annXally�  7Ke KoXrs of non� oSeration sKall Ee Ee�
tZeen tKe ����� S�P�± ���� a�P�  7Ke tattoo Sarlor cannot Ee locateG ZitKin fi Ye KXn�
GreG ����� feet of a kinGerJarten ���tK JraGe scKool� cKXrcK or ZitKin one tKoXsanG 
������� feet of anotKer tattoo Sarlor�

7Kat $rticle 9,,�$ 6ections ������� �a��% ZKicK lists tattoo Sarlors as a Xse ZKicK 
Pay Ee SerPitteG as 8se 3erPits in tKe C���08 �0i[eG� 8se 6XEGistrict is KereEy 
aPenGeG to reaG as folloZs�

1O7(� ,tePs $ 	 % anG tKe content lanJXaJe for tKese itePs sKall rePain tKe saPe�
c� $nnXal reneZal of 8se 3erPit�
G� 1on� oSeration KoXrs sKall Ee EetZeen ����� S�P� ± ���� a�P� 
e� Cannot Ee locateG ZitKin fi Ye KXnGreG ����� feet of a kinGerJarten ���tK JraGe 
scKool� cKXrcK� anG 
f� Cannot Ee locateG ZitKin one tKoXsanG ������� feet of anotKer tattoo Sarlor

7Kat $rticle 9,,�$ 6ections �������� �% for Xses alloZeG as 8se 3erPits in tKe C���C� 
�*eneral� CoPPercial 6XEGistrict is KereEy aPenGeG to reaG as folloZs�

1O7(� ,tePs ��� anG tKe content lanJXaJe for tKese itePs sKall rePain tKe saPe�
�� %XilGinJ Paterials sales ZKere soPe or all sXcK Paterials are GisSlayeG oXtGoors�
�� CoPPercial CoPPXnication 7oZer
�� CoPPercial recreational anG entertainPent enterSrises in ZKicK all or Sart of tKe 
activities are conducted out-of-doors, such as golf driving or putting courses, water 
aPXsePent Sarks� GriYe�in tKeaters� etc�
�� ([tenGeG 6tay Hotels
��� )arP stanGs
��� *Xn sKoSs�
��� HeaYy constrXction eTXiSPent sales anG serYice�
��� /iTXor 6tore ZKen locateG in a neiJKEorKooG sKoSSinJ center anG not in coPEi�
nation with a convenience type grocery store or service station. In accordance with 
tKe ������� ��� �3erPits� Gistance reJXlations� 0ississiSSi CoGe� ���� $nnotateG� as 
aPenGeG� no Ear sellinJ into[icatinJ liTXor as Gefi neG Ey tKe 0ississiSSi CoGe sKall 
Ee locateG not less tKan fi Ye KXnGreG ����� feet froP any cKXrcK� scKool� kinGerJarten 
or fXneral KoPe
��� 1iJKtclXEs anG Ears as Gefi neG Ey tKis OrGinance�  ,n accorGance ZitK tKe ������� 
��� �3erPits� Gistance reJXlations� 0ississiSSi CoGe� ���� $nnotateG� as aPenGeG� 
no Ear sellinJ into[icatinJ liTXor as Gefi neG Ey tKe 0ississiSSi CoGe sKall Ee locateG 
not less tKan fi Ye KXnGreG ����� feet froP any cKXrcK� scKool� kinGerJarten or fXneral 
KoPe� 
��� 9eterinarian clinics anG kennels�
��� 9eterinary clinics ZitK oXtsiGe GoJ rXns�

7Kat $rticle 9,,,� 6ection �������� for Xses ZKicK Pay Ee SerPitteG in tKe ,�� �/iJKt� 
,nGXstrial 'istrict is KereEy aPenGeG to reaG as folloZs�

1O7(� ,tePs ���� anG tKe content lanJXaJe for tKese itePs sKall rePain tKe saPe�
��� 0eGical CannaEis 'isSosal (ntity
��� 3aZn sKoSs
��� 5etail 6tanG
��� 6Pall Cell :ireless )acility �i�e�s�
��� 6inJle�rooP occXSancy Kotels �65O�
��� 7itle 3leGJe Offi ce � $ny sXcK Xses laZfXlly oSeratinJ Srior to 0arcK ��� ����� 
sKall Ee treateG as non�conforPinJ Xses XnGer tKis OrGinance� anG sKall Ee sXEMect 
to tKe reTXirePents of $rticle ;,,,�$ of tKis OrGinance� entitleG ³1on�conforPinJ 8se 
of /anGs anG/or 6trXctXres�´
��� 7oEacco 3araSKernalia 5etail %Xsiness
��� $XtoPoEile 6ales±8seG  
��� 8seG 7ire 6ales
��� %illEoarGs
��� %ail %onGinJ EXsiness
��� 0oEile/0anXfactXreG HoPe 6ales
��� 7attoo 3arlors
��� 7ransient 9enGors ± 6ales froP YeKicles Zill Ee alloZeG only in tKe aEsence of a 
SerPanent EXilGinJ� OXtGoor GisSlay of JooGs is SerPitteG�  

7Kat $rticle ;,,�$� 6ection �����$ for 6ite 3lan 5eTXireG of tKe =oninJ OrGinance of 
Jackson� 0ississiSSi�is KereEy aPenGeG to reaG as folloZs�
�����$ 6ite 3lan 5eTXireG
$ site Slan sKall Ee reTXireG for tKe folloZinJ�
�� $GXlt entertainPent estaElisKPents
�� $ll 8ses reTXirinJ a 8se 3erPit
�� $ll GeYeloSPent to Ee locateG ZitKin C��� Central %Xsiness 'istrict� OlG CaSitol 
*reen� OC*� 89� 8rEan 9illaJe 'istrict� 87C� 8rEan 7oZn Center 'istrict� 108��� 
1eiJKEorKooG 0i[eG 8se� 3eGestrian OrienteG� C08��� CoPPXnity 0i[eG 8se� 3e�
Gestrian OrienteG� HiJK 6treet OYerlay 'istrict� )onGren/1ortK 6tate 6t� OYerlay 'is�
trict� tKe CorriGor �� �C��� 'istrict� =oo/:est CaSital 6treet OYerlay 'istrict�
�� %anks ZitK GriYe�tKroXJK ZinGoZs
�� %reZSXE
6 . Convenience Type Grocery Stores
�� 'airyinJ anG aniPal KXsEanGry on sites of not less tKan one ��� acre
�� 'ePolitions anG reGeYeloSPent ZitKin C��$ 'istricts
�� 'eYeloSPents of fi Ye ��� acres or Pore
��� 'istillery
��� )ast fooG restaXrants ZitK GriYe�tKroXJK ZinGoZs
��� 0eGical CannaEis 5elateG %Xsinesses
��� 0oGXlar CoPPercial %XilGinJs
��� 0Xlti�faPily GeYeloSPent inclXGinJ conGoPiniXPs
��� OtKer sSecial cases anG SroMects tKat Pay Ee EroXJKt to tKe CoPPittee’s attention 
Ey tKe City CoXncil� tKe 3lanninJ 'irector� =oninJ $GPinistrator� or 3lanninJ %oarG
��� 1iJKtclXEs
��� 3lanneG 8nit 'eYeloSPents
��� 3riYate .ennels
��� 3riYate 6taEles 
��� 3roGXce 6tanGs
��� 3XElic Xtilities facilities anG strXctXres reTXireG to SroYiGe essential SXElic serYices
��� 5esiGential sXEGiYisions or re�sXEGiYisions of SroSerty
��� 5estaXrants
��� CoPPercial CoPPXnications 7oZers
��� 6Pall Craft %reZery
��� 6erYice 6tations
��� 5etail 6tanG 
��� 6trXctXres in e[cess of forty�fi Ye ���� feet in KeiJKt
��� 6XEstantial rePoGelinJ or aGGitions tKat affect e[istinJ off�street SarkinJ� cKanJe 
tKe lanG Xse of tKe EXilGinJ�s� inYolYeG� or increase tKe sTXare footaJe of e[istinJ 
non�resiGential strXctXres fi fteen ���� Sercent or Pore�
��� 9enGor 3ark

7Kat tKis OrGinance sKall Ee in force anG effect tKirty ���� Gays after SassaJe anG after 
SXElication of tKe saPe Ey tKe Setitioner�

CoXncil 0ePEer %anks PoYeG aGoStion� CoXncil 0ePEer /inGsay seconGeG�

<eas ± %anks� )oote� /ee anG /inGsay�
1ays ± 1one�
$Esent ± *ri]]ell� Hartley anG 6tokes� 

ATTE ST:

Angela Harris
Municipal Clerk

,� $nJela Harris� tKe GXly aSSointeG TXalifi eG 0XniciSal Clerk anG laZfXl cXstoGian of 
records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is a true 
and exact copy of an O rder passed by the City Council at its Z oning Council Meeting 
OctoEer ��� ���� anG recorGeG in 0inXte %ook ³�:� 3Js� �����´�

:,71(66 Py siJnatXre anG offi cial seal of offi ce� tKis tKe ��tK Gay of 1oYePEer� 
�����

6($/        $nJela Harris� 0XniciSal Clerk

��/��/����

LEGAL

PUBLIC NOTICE REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

7Ke City of Jackson’s Offi ce of HoXsinJ anG CoPPXnity 'eYeloSPent is acceStinJ 
Contractor $SSlications for all City of Jackson’s feGerally fXnGeG HoXsinJ 5eKaEili�
tation� /eaG Ha]arG Control 3roJraPs� anG HealtKy HoPes 3roGXction 3roJraP 
Xntil ���� 30� C'7 on )riGay� 'ecePEer ��� ����� $SSlications are aYailaEle on 
tKe City’s ZeEsite at ZZZ�MacksonPs�JoY or Ey ePailinJ an aSSlication reTXest to 
roEEies#MacksonPs�JoY�   7Ke aSSlication PXst Ee fi lleG oXt in its entirety anG all 
reTXireG GocXPentation PXst Ee attacKeG at tKe tiPe of aSSlication sXEPission� 
7Ke City of Jackson reserYes tKe riJKt to aSSroYe anG terPinate contractors for 
all HoXsinJ 5eKaEilitation� /eaG Ha]arG Control 3roJraPs� anG HealtKy HoPes 
3roGXction 3roJraP at any tiPe� 4Xestions sKoXlG Ee GirecteG to� 

9alerie 7Xcker� ������������ or ePail YtXcker#city�Mackson�Ps�Xs� or
'r� 5oEEie 6PitK� ������������ or ePail roEEies#MacksonPs�JoY� 

��/��/����



COMPUTER and IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-970-0059 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET). Computer with internet is
required.
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Office
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained,
Certified and ready to work in months!
Call 888-709-3198. (M-F 8am-6pm ET).
Computer with internet is required.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
today with a GENERAC Home Standby
Generator. $0 Money Down plus low
monthly payment options. Request a FREE
QUOTE - Call now before the next power
outage: 1-844-316-8630
THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare
for power outages and power your home.
Full installation services available. $0
Down Financing Option. Request a FREE,
no obligation, quote today. Call 1-844-
355-7099.
TROUBLE HEARING YOUR TV? Try
TV EARS - Voice Clarifying Wireless TV
Speaker. Better than a soundbar and/or
turning the TV volume way up. Special,
limited time $50 off offer. Call TV Ears.
Use code MBSP50. Call 1-833-994-0778

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase. Plus 10% Senior
and Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-
1028
DON’T PAY For Covered Home
Repairs Again! American Residential
Warranty covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE/
$100 OFF POPULAR PLANS. 1-844-406-
1616

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
www.dental50plus.com/mspress #6258
FREE AUTO INSURANCE QUOTES for
uninsured and insured drivers. Let us
show you how much you can save! Call
833-396-2834
SAVE MONEY ON YOUR HEALTH
INSURANCE! Affordable rate on Health
Insurance. Let us show you want you can
save. Call now! 833-983-
3606

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
STATEWIDE for one flat rate. To Order
your statewide ads, call: 601-981-30602

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143
SWITCH AND SAVE UP TO
$250/year on your talk, text and data.
No contract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text with flexible data
plans. Premium nationwide coverage.
100% U.S. based customer service.
Limited time offer - get $50 off on any
new account. Use code GIFT50. For more
information, call 1-844-954-4517

THE COVID CRISIS has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans.
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can
help! Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call 1-
855-657-2412

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY or Appealing a Denied
Claim? Call Bill Gordon and Assoc. Our
case managers simplify the process and
work hard to help with your case. Call 1-
855-746-6457. FREE Consultation. Local
Attorneys Nationwide (Mail: 2420 N. St.
NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.))

Week of November 13, 2022

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

I n s u r a n c e

F o r S a l e

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

H o m e I m p r o v e m e n t

S e r v i c e s - F i n a n c i a l

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

Place Your Classified Ad

STATEWIDE
In 100 Newspapers!

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

SPECIAL OFFER

$50 OFF
Call today!

USE CODE MBSP50

A Better Way 
to Hear TV®

Voice Clarifying Wireless 
TV Speaker™

Works better than 
a Soundbar!

SPECIAL OFFER

$50 OFF

to Hear TV

SPECIAL OFFERSPECIAL OFFERSPECIAL OFFER

$50 OFF$50 OFF$50 OFF

to Hear TVto Hear TV

833-994-0778

SPECIAL OFFER

$50 OFF
Call today!

USE CODE MBSP50

A Better Way 
to Hear TV®

Voice Clarifying Wireless 
TV Speaker™

Works better than 
a Soundbar!

833-994-0778

SPECIAL OFFER

$50 OFF
Call today!

USE CODE MBSP50

A Better Way 
to Hear TV®

Voice Clarifying Wireless 
TV Speaker™

Works better than 
a Soundbar!

833-994-0778

PASS
3.792 x 4

48 Web
3.556 x 4

46 Web
3.33 x 4

Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration.  Member of the 
TX & NM Bar Associations.  Mail:  1420 NW St Washington D.C. Office: Broward County Florida.  Services may be provided by 
associated attorneys licensed in other states.

855-589-1054

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS
FOR OVER 25 YEARS!

FIGHTING FOR YOUR

You Could Be Eligible To Receive:

Steady monthly income
depending on your 
paid in amount

A lump sum payment 
of benefits owed 
from back-pay

Annual cost of 
living increases

$

Need Help Getting
Social Security
Disability Benefits?
We Can Help!

• We simplify the process & strive 
   for quick claim approval

• Starting the process is easy and 
  takes only minutes to complete

We Can Help!

Helping thousands get the benefits they deserve

Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration.  Member of the 
TX & NM Bar Associations.  Mail:  1420 NW St Washington D.C. Office: Broward County Florida.  Services may be provided by 
associated attorneys licensed in other states.

855-589-1054

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS
FOR OVER 25 YEARS!

FIGHTING FOR YOUR

You Could Be Eligible To Receive:

Steady monthly income
depending on your 
paid in amount

A lump sum payment 
of benefits owed 
from back-pay

Annual cost of 
living increases

$

Need Help Getting
Social Security
Disability Benefits?
We Can Help!

• We simplify the process & strive 
   for quick claim approval

• Starting the process is easy and 
   takes only minutes to complete

We Can Help!

Helping thousands get the benefits they deserve

Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration.  Member of the 
TX & NM Bar Associations.  Mail:  1420 NW St Washington D.C. Office: Broward County Florida.  Services may be provided by 
associated attorneys licensed in other states.

855-589-1054

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS
FOR OVER 25 YEARS!

FIGHTING FOR YOUR

You Could Be Eligible To Receive:

Steady monthly income
depending on your 
paid in amount

A lump sum payment 
of benefits owed 
from back-pay

Annual cost of 
living increases

$

Need Help Getting
Social Security
Disability Benefits?
We Can Help!

• We simplify the process & strive 
   for quick claim approval

• Starting the process is easy and 
   takes only minutes to complete

We Can Help!

Helping thousands get the benefits they deserve
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REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 316-8630

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 316-8630

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 316-8630

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

PASS
3.792 x 4

48 Web
3.556 x 4

46 Web
3.33 x 4

12 •  THE MISSISSIPPI LINK  www.themississippilink.comNOVEMBER 24 - 30, 2022

LEGAL

ORDINANCE GRANTING MOLLY WEST &  CODY COX A REZONING FROM R-1 
( SINGLE-FAMILY)  RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TO NMU– 1 ( NEIGHBORHOOD)  MIXED-
USE DISTRICT, PEDESTRIAN ORIENTED FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 8 33 
N. JEFFERSON ST. ( PARCEL 23-18 )  TO ALLOW FOR CONSISTENCY WITH THE 

ZONING IN THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY OF THE PROPERTY AND TO CREATE MORE 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR NEIGHBORHOOD RETAIL LAND USES, CASE NO. 418 5 .

:H(5($6� 0olly :est 	 CoGy Co[ Kas fi leG a Setition to re]one tKe SroSerty locateG at 
��� 1� Jefferson 6t� �3arcel ������� in tKe City of Jackson� )irst JXGicial 'istrict of HinGs 
CoXnty� 0ississiSSi froP 5�� �6inJle�)aPily� 5esiGential 'istrict to 108±� �1eiJKEor�
KooG� 0i[eG�8se 'istrict� 3eGestrian OrienteG to alloZ for consistency ZitK tKe ]oninJ in 
tKe iPPeGiate Yicinity of tKe SroSerty anG to create Pore oSSortXnities for neiJKEorKooG 
retail lanG Xses� anG

:H(5($6� tKe Jackson City 3lanninJ %oarG� after KolGinJ tKe reTXireG SXElic KearinJ� 
Kas offereG tKe recoPPenGation to re]one tKe SroSerty froP 5�� �6inJle�)aPily� 5esi�
Gential 'istrict to 108±� �1eiJKEorKooG� 0i[eG�8se 'istrict� 3eGestrian OrienteG to alloZ 
for consistency ZitK tKe ]oninJ in tKe iPPeGiate Yicinity of tKe SroSerty anG to create Pore 
oSSortXnities for neiJKEorKooG retail lanG Xses� anG

:H(5($6� notice Zas GXly anG leJally JiYen to SroSerty oZners anG interesteG citi]ens 
tKat a PeetinJ of tKe CoXncil ZoXlG Ee KelG at tKe City Hall at ���� S�P�� 0onGay� OctoEer 
��� ���� to consiGer saiG cKanJe EaseG XSon tKe recorG of tKe case as GeYeloSeG Eefore 
tKe Jackson City 3lanninJ %oarG� anG

:H(5($6� it aSSeareG to tKe satisfaction of tKe Jackson City CoXncil tKat notice of saiG 
Setition KaG Eeen SXElisKeG in tKe  0ississiSSi /ink on 6eStePEer �� ���� anG 6eStePEer 
��� ���� tKat a KearinJ KaG Eeen KelG Ey tKe Jackson City 3lanninJ %oarG on 6eStePEer 
��� ����� all as SroYiGeG for Ey orGinances of tKe City of Jackson anG tKe laZs of tKe 6tate 
of 0ississiSSi� anG tKat tKe Jackson City 3lanninJ %oarG Kas offereG tKe recoPPenGation 
to re]one tKe aEoYe GescriEeG SroSerty froP 5�� �6inJle�)aPily� 5esiGential 'istrict to 
108±� �1eiJKEorKooG� 0i[eG�8se 'istrict� 3eGestrian OrienteG to alloZ for consistency 
ZitK tKe ]oninJ in tKe iPPeGiate Yicinity of tKe SroSerty anG to create Pore oSSortXnities 
for neiJKEorKooG retail lanG Xses� anG

:H(5($6� tKe Jackson City CoXncil after KaYinJ consiGereG tKe Patter� is of tKe oSinion 
tKat sXcK cKanJes ZoXlG Ee in keeSinJ ZitK soXnG lanG Xse Sractice anG to tKe Eest in�
terest of tKe City anG tKat tKere Kas Eeen a sXEstantial cKanJe in tKe lanG Xse cKaracter 
of tKe sXrroXnGinJ area tKat MXstifi es re]oninJ tKe SroSerty anG tKere is a SXElic neeG for 
aGGitional SroSerty in tKat area ]oneG in accorGance ZitK tKe reTXest in saiG aSSlication 
since any SreYioXs Jackson City CoXncil action� 

1O:� 7H(5()O5(� %( ,7 O5'$,1(' %< 7H( CO81C,/ O) 7H( C,7< O) J$C.�
6O1� 0,66,66,33,�

6(C7,O1 ��   7Kat tKe SroSerty locateG in tKe City of Jackson� )irst JXGicial 'istrict of 
HinGs CoXnty� 0ississiSSi� Pore SarticXlarly GescriEeG as folloZs�

$ certain Sarcel of lanG sitXateG in )iYe $cre /ot � 1ortK� in tKe City of Jackson� 0ississiSSi 
anG EeinJ Pore SarticXlarly GescriEeG Ey Petes anG EoXnGs as folloZs� %eJinninJ at a 

Soint in tKe :est line of 1ortK Jefferson 6treet ZKicK is ����� feet PeasXreG 6oXtKerly 
alonJ tKe :est line of 1ortK Jefferson 6treet froP its intersection ZitK tKe 6oXtK line of 
%oyG 6treet as EotK street are noZ laiG oXt anG iPSroYeG� tKence 1ortKerly alonJ tKe 
:est line of 1ortK Jefferson 6treet ���� feet� tKence tXrn to tKe left tKroXJK anG anJle of 
�� GeJrees �� PinXtes anG rXn :esterly alonJ a Erick retaininJ Zall anG a fence line for 
a Gistance of ��� feet� tKence 6oXtKerly anG Sarallel ZitK tKe :est line of 1ortK Jefferson 
6treet for a Gistance of ���� feet to a Soint in tKe HeGJe 5oZ� tKence (asterly alonJ saiG 
HeGJe 5oZ anG a SroMection tKereof for a Gistance of ��� feet to tKe 3oint of %eJinninJ� 
%einJ fXrtKer GescriEeG as a striS of lanG off tKe 6oXtK enG of tKat Sarcel of lanG conYeyeG 
Ey 'aYiG 6Kelton to (PPa 3� 6tockton Ey 'eeG GateG OctoEer ��� ����� of recorG in tKe 
offi ce of tKe CKancery Clerk of HinGs CoXnty at Jackson� 0ississiSSi in 'eeG %ook � � at 
3aJe ���� anG EeinJ tKe saPe SroSerty conYeyeG to '�3� 5Xff Ey $�6� $SSleZKite on 0ay 
��� ����� of recorG in tKe offi ce of tKe CKancery Clerk in 'eeG %ook ��� at 3aJe ���� 
6XEseTXently conYeyeG Ey '�3� 5Xff to 0rs� Jessie 6tanley 5Xff of recorG in tKe aforesaiG 
CKancery Clerk’s Offi ce in %ook ��� at 3aJe ���� reference to all of ZKicK is PaGe in aiG 
of tKis GescriStion�

is KereEy PoGifi eG so as to aSSroYe tKe re]oninJ of tKe of tKe SroSerty locateG at ��� 
1� Jefferson 6t� �3arcel ������ froP 5�� �6inJle�)aPily� 5esiGential 'istrict to 108±� 
�1eiJKEorKooG� 0i[eG�8se 'istrict� 3eGestrian OrienteG to alloZ for tKe GeYeloSPent of 
tKe SroSerty for PXlti�faPily aSartPents anG/ or conGoPiniXPs� HoZeYer� tKat Eefore for 
any strXctXre is erecteG or Xse tKereof on tKe saiG SroSerty� tKe aSSlicant PXst Peet tKe 
reTXirePents estaElisKeG tKroXJK tKe 6ite 3lan 5eYieZ Srocess�  7Ke =oninJ $GPinistra�
tor is orGereG to note sXcK cKanJe on tKe Offi cial =oninJ 0aS to tKe City of Jackson� 
0ississiSSi�

6(C7,O1 ��  7Kat tKe cost of SXElication of tKis OrGinance sKall Ee Eorne Ey tKe Setitioner� 

6(C7,O1 ��  7Kat tKis OrGinance sKall Ee effectiYe tKirty ���� Gays after its SassaJe anG 
after SXElication of saPe Ey tKe Setitioner�
CoXncil 0ePEer /inGsay PoYeG aGoStion� CoXncil 0ePEer %anks seconGeG�

<eas ± %anks� )oote� /ee anG /inGsay� 
1ays ± 1one�
$Esent ± *ri]]ell� Hartley anG 6tokes�

$77(67�
$nJela Harris
0XniciSal Clerk

,� $nJela Harris� tKe GXly aSSointeG TXalifi eG 0XniciSal Clerk anG laZfXl cXstoGian of re�
corGs anG seal of saiG City of Jackson� 0ississiSSi� certify tKat tKe foreJoinJ is a trXe anG 
e[act coSy of an OrGer SasseG Ey tKe City CoXncil at its =oninJ CoXncil 0eetinJ OctoEer 
��� ���� anG recorGeG in 0inXte %ook ³�:� 3Js� �����´�

:,71(66 Py siJnatXre anG offi cial seal of offi ce� tKis tKe ��tK Gay of 1oYePEer� �����

6($/                                           $nJela Harris� 0XniciSal Clerk

��/��/����

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

1O7,C( ,6 H(5(%< *,9(1 7H$7 7H( J$C.6O1 H,67O5,C 35(6(59$7,O1 
CO00,66,O1 �JH3C� :,// HO/' ,76 0O17H/< 0((7,1* O3(1 7O 7H( 
38%/,C O1 :('1(6'$<� '(C(0%(5 ��� ���� $7 ����� 1OO1 ,1 7H( $1�
'5(: J$C.6O1 CO1)(5(1C( 5OO0 �50� ���� O) 7H( :$55(1 HOO' 
%8,/',1*� ��� 6O87H 35(6,'(17 675((7� J$C.6O1� 0,66,66,33,�

,� $33/,C$7,O16 )O5 C(57,),C$7( O) $335O35,$7(1(66
$� 1(: %86,1(66

C$6( 1O� H31C������   
/OC$7,O1� ���� 67� $11 67� �3$5C(/ �����
H,67O5,C ',675,C7� %(/H$9(1            
$33/,C$17� /$85(1 %5$'/(< 
5(48(67� 5(3/$C( 7H( (;,6,7,1* 5(' 7,/(' 5OO) O) 7H( HO86( :,7H 
$ 6,0,/$5 CO/O5(' �7(555$ CO77$� 6H,1*/(6�  

C$6( 1O� H31C������  
/OC$7,O1� ��� 1 /$0$5 67� �3$5C(/ ��������
H,67O5,C ',675,C7� %(/H$9(1              
$33/,C$17� JOH1 7,(55(
5(48(67� 7O CO19(57 7H( (;,67,1* 9$C$17 CO00(5C,$/ %8,/',1* 
,17O $ CO))(( 6HO3� 7H( (;7(5,O5 0O',),C$7,O16 ,1C/8'( 7H( ,1�
67$//$7,O1 O) $ 1(: 67O5()5O17 :,1'O: $1' 'OO5 6<67(0� 1(: 
0(7$/ 5OO) 6O),7� $1' ,17(5,O5 5(1O9$7,O16�

,,� O7H(5 ,7(06 )O5 ',6C866,O1 
$'JO8510(17

��/��/����� ��/�/����

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AVAILABILITY
ConsoliGateG $nnXal 3erforPance anG (YalXation 5eSort �C$3(5�

City of Jackson� )< ���� HoXsinJ anG CoPPXnity 'eYeloSPent 3roJraPs

7O $// ,17(5(67(' $*(1C,(6� *5O836� $1' 3(56O16� 7Ke City of Jack�
son receiYes fXnGinJ froP tKe 8�6� 'eSartPent of HoXsinJ anG 8rEan 'eYeloSPent 
�H8'� for tKe folloZinJ SroJraPs� CoPPXnity 'eYeloSPent %lock *rant �C'%*�� 
HO0( ,nYestPent 3artnersKiSs �HO0(�� (PerJency 6Kelter *rant �(6*�� anG 
HoXsinJ OSSortXnities for 3ersons ZitK $,'6 �HO3:$��  H8' reTXires tKe City 
to SreSare a ConsoliGateG $nnXal 3erforPance anG (YalXation 5eSort �C$3(5� 
on accoPSlisKPents of eacK of tKe SroJraPs in relation to neeGs� Joals� strate�
Jies� anG oEMectiYes of tKe City’s ConsoliGateG 3lan for HoXsinJ anG CoPPXnity 
'eYeloSPent 3roJraPs�

1otice is KereEy JiYen tKat on 1oYePEer ��� ���� tKe City’s Graft coSy of tKe ���� 
C$3(5 Zill Ee aYailaEle for reYieZ anG coPPent on tKe City’s ZeEsite at ZZZ�
MacksonPs�JoY� 7Kere Zill Ee a YirtXal 3XElic HearinJ on 1oYePEer ��� ���� at 
���� S�P� to Moin tKe YirtXal SXElic KearinJ Ey�

Join =ooP 0eetinJ
KttSs�//Xs��ZeE�]ooP�Xs/M/�����������"SZG <�cr5P=,4;4�<:GO5n9r975*
aC�]87�� 

0eetinJ ,'� ��� ���� ����
3asscoGe� f�k=9*

,n aGGition� tKe SXElic is inYiteG to Pake coPPents anG ask TXestions reJarGinJ tKe 
City’s )< ���� C$3(5 startinJ :eGnesGay� 1oYePEer ��� ���� at ���� a�P� Yia 
ePail at oKcG#MacksonPs�JoY� :ritten coPPents Zill Ee acceSteG Xntil ���� S�P�  
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T h e  Ce n t e r  f o r  J o u r n a l i s m  &  
Democracy, a fi rst-of-its-kind 
academic center committed to 
strengthening historically in-
formed, pro-democracy journal-
ism, has opened at Howard Uni-
v e r s i t y .

“ M o r e  t h a n  a  y e a r  a g o ,  I c a m e  
to Howard University with a vi-
sion to create a space for veteran 
and budding journalists to hone 
their craft and respond to our in-
creasingly threatened democra-
cy,” the Center’s founder, Nikole 
Hannah-Jones, said in a news 
release. “[on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 15], we offi cially launched 
the Center for Journalism & De-
mocracy, and [held] our inaugural 
Democracy Summit to showcase 
our philosophy that democracy 
not only guarantees a free press 
– it requires one,” Hannah-Jones 
continued.

“The center aims to be a key 
resource and national player for 
investigative journalism. We are 
an open learning community with 
a mission to prod the profession 
to rise to the urgency of the mo-
m e n t . ”

According to the release, the 
day-long democracy summit 
convened historians, democracy 
experts and journalists to un-
pack present and specifi c threats 
to American democracy collec-
tively. The panel examined how 
American media were covering 
t h i s  m o m e n t .

They expected to come away 
with a new vision for protecting 
democracy. The program includ-
ed a special message from former 
President Barack Obama.

It featured Ruth Ben-Ghiat, 
Anthea Butler, Greg Carr, Ta-
Nehisi Coates, Avery Davis-
Roberts, Astead Herndon, Maria 

Hinojosa, Sherrilyn Ifi ll, Cassan-
dra Jaramillo, Steven Levitsky, 
Wesley Lowery, Rachel Orey, 
Jodi Rave Spotted Bear, Kathy 
Roberts Forde, Jay Rosen, Jason 
Stanley, Keeanga-Yamahtta Tay-
lor and more.

“Howard University has a 
time-honored tradition of protect-
ing and preserving our nation’s 
democracy by shedding light on 
the black experience,” Dr. Wayne 
A.I. Frederick, president of How-
ard University, remarked. “We 
are home to the nation’s oldest 
black collegiate newspaper and 
one of the world’s most sought-
after destinations for archival 
material documenting the black 
experience. In addition, we are 
honored to be the home of the 
Center for Journalism & Democ-
r a c y . ”

Frederick continued: “It is an 
incredible gift to have Profes-
sor Hannah-Jones’ expertise and 
leadership be a part of our long-
standing tradition of black intel-
l e c t u a l  t h o u g h t .

“We are proud to see her vi-
sion of creating an academic cen-

ter that honors and disseminates 
the traditions of the Black Press 
c o m e  t o  l i f e .  “ T h e  c u r r i c u l u m ,  
programming, and resources the 
center provides will strengthen 
our commitment to educating the 
next generation of diverse jour-
n a l i s t s . ”

Offi cials said the center would 
create investigative reporting 
courses and journalism programs 
at historically Black colleges and 
universities (HBCUs).

It would support their campus 
news organizations, provide fi -
nancial and career support for 
student journalists, host sympo-
sia, train faculty, and launch a 
visiting professorships program 
to bring practitioners of inves-
tigative reporting into the class-
rooms of HBCUs. It will work in 
partnership with the Moorland-
Spingarn Research Center on the 
Black Press Archives Project, 
which seeks to digitize How-
ard’s extensive black newspaper 
archives. It will fund reparations 
reporting projects as well.

Offi cials said all center activi-
ties would engage in conversa-

tion about and commitment to 
investigative journalism and to 
strengthen it in service of democ-
racy, offi cials asserted. With the 
center, Howard University be-
comes one of the few journalism 
programs nationwide to offer a 
slate of courses with an investiga-
t i v e  f o c u s .

Additionally, the center will 
work with multiple HBCUs that 
offer journalism degrees and con-
c e n t r a t i o n s .

That list includes Morehouse 
College, Florida A&M Univer-
sity, North Carolina A&T, North 
Carolina Central University, Sa-
vannah State University and Tex-
as Southern University.

“The vigilance, critical analy-
sis, and clarity of purpose that 
is required of journalism today 
ground our aspirations for the 
Center,” Dr. Kali-Ahset Amen, 
executive director of the Center 
f o r  J o u r n a l i s m  &  De m o c r a c y ,  
stated in the release.

“We want to remind people of 
the power and necessity of cou-
rageous journalism. Now is the 
t i m e . ”

Bro. Umar 
Hakim-Dey from 
the West Coast 
is facilitating ef-
forts to identify 
Af r i c a n  Am e r i c a n  
students (Mus-

lims and non-Muslim) to take 
advantage of an opportunity to 
intern on Capitol Hill. 

Many of us know the sponsor-
ing organization, Muslim Public 
Affairs Council (MPAC), and its 
president, Salam Al-Marayati, 
who has even come to Missis-
sippi to advocate for social jus-
t i c e  i s s u e s .  

This, indeed, is an opportunity 
that will give our students “front 
row” seats in preparation to be 
leaders in American political and 

c i v i c  s e r v i c e .
Hakim-Dey was featured in 

Muslim Journal’s i s s u e  o f  J a n .  
8, 2021. He works closely with 
Imam Abu Qadir El-Amin in San 
Francisco, Calif. He is a product 
of our aspirations that leadership 

comes “from us for us (and the 
world).” 

Hakim-Dey’s links below offer 
this opportunity to undergradu-
ate and graduate level students 
to take part in these Capitol Hill 
internships. 

With a bit of impetus from us, 
perhaps we will have a voice 
(voices) ready to counter what-
ever comes our way as Muslims, 
a s  Af r i c a n  Am e r i c a n  M u s l i m s ,  
as African Americans as the na-
tion’s political climate is deterio-
r a t i n g .  

We all know we should not just 
be sitting on the sideline as help-
less bodies, so let’s help Hakim-
Dey. He only has till December 
2022 to sign up interns who can 
be representative of our experi-
ences on Capitol Hill.

Here is Hakim-Dey’s direct 

appeal: Muslim Public Affairs 
Council, a national policy orga-
nization, is offering college stu-
dents, undergraduate and gradu-
ate levels, an opportunity for 
internships on Capitol Hill. Espe-
cially to those students who have 
an interest for a career in govern-
ment, if you fi nd this opportunity 
interesting, please apply before 
the December deadline.

This is a good opportunity to 
learn more about policy making. 
The Muslim and non-Muslim 
student can apply at https://cldp.
org

Also see the YouTube produc-
tion: Umar chairs the “African 
American Muslim Insight Coun-
cil” (AAMIC) for the Muslim 
Public Affairs Council, You-
Tube: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ueP1HTTskVc

Jackson Public Schools was 
recently awarded a $66,000 
NEA Foundation Grant to sup-
port the development of Lanier 
High School as a Full-Service 
Community School. The Com-
munity Foundation for Mis-
sissippi is serving as the fi scal 
a g e n t  f o r  t h i s  g r a n t .   

Full-Service Community 
Schools provide comprehen-
sive academic, social, and 
health services for students, 
students’ family members, 
and community members that 
will improve children’s educa-
tional outcomes. These servic-
es may include: high-quality 
early learning programs and 
services; remedial education, 
aligned with academic support 
and other enrichment activities, 
providing students with a com-
prehensive academic program; 
family engagement, including 
parental involvement, parent 
leadership, family literacy, and 
parent education programs; 
mentoring and other youth de-
velopment programs; commu-
nity service and service learn-
ing opportunities; programs 
that provide assistance to stu-
dents who have been chroni-
cally absent, truant, suspended, 
or expelled; job training and 
c a r e e r  c o u n s e l i n g  s e r v i c e s ;  
nutrition services and physi-
cal activities; primary health 
and dental care; activities that 
improve access to and use of 
social service programs and 
programs that promote fam-
ily fi nancial stability; mental 
health services; and adult edu-
cation, including instruction of 
adults in English as a second 
l a n g u a g e .

Since 2020, Lanier High 
School has been in the plan-
ning phase of becoming a Full-
Se r v i c e  Co m m u n i t y  Sc h o o l .  
OurJPS and Ask for More 
Jackson serve as core partners 
for the initiative. Other partners 
include the Lanier High School 
National Alumni Association, 
the University of Mississippi 
Medical Center (UMMC), and 
Cherry Grove Missionary Bap-
t i s t  Ch u r c h .

Partner activities have sup-
ported the four pillars of com-
munity schools, which are 
integrated student support, 
expanded teaching and learn-
ing opportunities, family and 

community involvement, and 
engagement and partnership.

In the spring of 2022, Lanier 
High School hosted a Commu-
nity School Night Out which 
included 20 breakout sessions 
covering a variety of topics 
such as – suicide prevention, 
Get2College, ACT prep, SATP, 
f a m i l y  c o n s u m e r  s c i e n c e ,  
health & wellness, college and 
career readiness, voter regis-
t r a t i o n ,  t h e  a r t s ,  s t a t e  t e s t i n g  
requirements, and, of course, 
t r a n s f o r m i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  
t h r o u g h  c o m m u n i t y  s c h o o l s .  

The Lanier Community 
School team has participated in 
ongoing online and in-person 
community school professional 
development and training pro-
vided by the NEA Foundation 
and Southern Regional Alli-
a n c e  f o r  Co m m u n i t y  Sc h o o l s  
(SRACS), since 2020. Com-
munity research conducted by 
the Our JPS Coalition was pre-
sented at the fi nal NEA Foun-
dation 2021-22 convening of 
the SRACS in May 2022, at the 
Westin Hotel in Jackson, MS. 

In addition, district leader-
ship, Lanier’s principal and 
representatives from Ask for 
More Jackson and the Our JPS 
Coalition attended the 2022 
National Community Schools 
& Parent Engagement Confer-
ence in Los Angeles, Califor-
nia. The Our JPS Coalition, as 
well as parents, educators and 
a representative of the Lanier 
Alumni Association traveled to 
Chicago to explore two other 
community schools: John B. 
Drake Elementary and Walter 
H. Dyett School High School 
for the Arts. The trip was facili-
tated by the Institute for Demo-
cratic Education in America 
(IDEA) and Journey for Jus-
t i c e .  

To kick off the 2022-2023 
school year and encourage 
family and community involve-
ment, Lanier hosted a Senior 
Sunrise Brunch which included 
a full breakfast, back-to-school 
orientation, and alumni guest 
speaker Johnathan Minor. Se-
niors were allowed to invite a 
guest to attend. Baehut catered 
the brunch.

Lanier also hosted an en-
hanced Open House, which 
included space jumps provided 
by Dixon Services and catering 
by BDR Collection.

EDUCATION

The Center for Journalism & Democracy 
opens at Howard University

Fast Track to Capitol Hill internships
for African American and Muslim 

students. December deadline approaching

Nissan believes in 
the power of education.

W e are proud 
supporters of 
students and 
educators 
everywhere.

Howard University

Lanier High School, 833 Maple Street, Jackson, MS

Hakim-Dey

Lanier High awarded 
NEA Foundation 

Community School Grant
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BOOK REVIEW:

THE LIGHT WE CARRY:
OVERCOMING IN UNCERTAIN TIMES 
BY MICHELLE OBAMA
C.2022, CROWN 
$32.50 • 319 PAGES

Y o u r  e n t i r e  l i f e  i s  l i k e  a  g i -
g a n t i c  g a m e  o f  “ Ch u t e s  a n d  
La d d e r s . ”

Sh a k e  t h e  d i c e ,  m o v e  t w o  
s t e p s  a h e a d ,  a n d  y o u  h i t  a  l a d -
d e r  t h a t  t a k e s  y o u  t o  h i g h e r  
p l a c e s  o n  t h e  g a m e  b o a r d .  
T h r e e  m o r e  s q u a r e s ,  a n d  y o u  
h i t  a  c h u t e  t h a t  s e n d s  y o u  b a c k  
t o  t h e  b o t t o m .  Li f e  a n d  c h i l -
d r e n ’ s  g a m e s  a r e  a l i k e  i n  t h i s  
w a y :  a s  i n  t h e  n e w  b o o k  “ T h e  
Li g h t  W e  Ca r r y ”  b y  M i c h e l l e  
O b a m a ,  t h e  o n l y  w a y  t o  w i n  i s  
t o  k e e p  p l a y i n g .

P a n d e m i c ,  r e c e s s i o n ,  p o -
l i t i c a l  d i v i d e ,  m a r k e t  v o l a t i l i t y .  
Fo r  m a n y  m o n t h s ,  y o u ’ v e  w o n -
d e r e d  e v e r y  m o r n i n g  w h a t  f r e s h  
c h a o s  y o u ’ l l  d e a l  w i t h  t h a t  d a y .  
So  w h a t  k e e p s  y o u  g o i n g ?  H o w  
d o  w e  o v e r c o m e  f e e l i n g s  o f  b e -
i n g  “ w o b b l y  a n d  u n s e t t l e d ” ?

M i c h e l l e  O b a m a  s a y s  s h e  
p o n d e r s  t h i s  “ a  l o t . ”  Sh e  t h i n k s  
a b o u t  t h e  t h i n g s  s h e  u s e s  t o  
k e e p  h e r  “ b a l a n c e d  a n d  c o n -
fi dent... moving forward even 
d u r i n g  t i m e s  o f  h i g h  a n x i e t y  
a n d  s t r e s s . ”  Sh e  c a l l s  t h e m  h e r  
“ p e r s o n a l  t o o l b o x ”  a n d  s h e  
s h a r e s  t h e m  i n  t h i s  b o o k .

M o s t  r e c e n t l y ,  s h e  s a y s ,  t h e  
p a n d e m i c  t a u g h t  h e r  t h e  v a l u e  
o f  h a v i n g  a  h o b b y  t o  r e l a x  i n t o ,  
t o  l e t  h e r  h a n d s  w o r k ,  “ m y  
m i n d  t r a i l i n g  b e h i n d . ”

H e r  e a r l y  l i f e  t a u g h t  h e r  t h e  
v a l u e  o f  s e e i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  
b e t w e e n  r e a l  f e a r  a n d  f e a r  o f  
n e w n e s s  a n d  c h a n g e ,  t h e  l a t t e r  
o f  w h i c h  i s  s u r p r i s i n g l y  e a s y  t o  
o v e r c o m e .  N e w n e s s  o f f e r s  u s  
“ c h a n c e s  t o  g r o w . ”

“ I’ v e  c o m e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d , ”  
s h e  s a y s ,  “ t h a t  s o m e t i m e s  t h e  
b i g  s t u f f  b e c o m e s  e a s i e r  t o  h a n -
d l e  w h e n  y o u  d e l i b e r a t e l y  p u t  
s o m e t h i n g  s m a l l  a l o n g s i d e  i t . ”

Li s t e n  t o  y o u r  b o d y ,  O b a m a  
s a y s ,  a n             a d  “ p a y  a t t e n t i o n  
t o  h o w  y o u ’ r e  f e e l i n g . ”  Co l -
l e c t  s m a l l  b o o s t s ,  a n d  l e a r n  t o  
l o o k  a t  y o u r s e l f  i n  a  m o r e  p o s i -
t i v e  w a y .  Lo v e  y o u r  d i f f e r e n c e s  
a n d  b e  k i n d  t o  y o u r s e l f  b e c a u s e  
i t ’ s  “ e v e r y t h i n g . ”  B e  o p e n  t o  
c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r s ;  c u l t i -
v a t e  f r i e n d s h i p s  y o u  c a n  c o u n t  
o n .  “ K n o w  y o u r  o w n  l i g h t , ”  
O b a m a  s a y s ,  a n d  “ Sh a r e  i t  w i t h  
a n o t h e r  p e r s o n . ”

B e  a u t h e n t i c .
And fi nally, she says, “Tell 

t h e  t r u t h ,  d o  y o u r  b e s t  b y  o t h -
e r s ,  k e e p  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  s t a y  

t o u g h .  T h a t ’ s  b a s i c a l l y  b e e n  
o u r  r e c i p e  f o r  g e t t i n g  b y . ”

Ch a n c e s  a r e  t h a t  a t  s o m e  
p o i n t  i n  t h e  p a s t  n e a r l y - t h r e e  
y e a r s ,  y o u  g o t  o u t  o f  b e d  o n e  
m o r n i n g  a n d  y o u  w e r e n ’ t  e v e n  
s u r e  w h y .  It ’ s  b e e n  a  l o n g  h a u l  
a n d  y o u ’ r e  t i r e d  b u t  “ T h e  Li g h t  
W e  Ca r r y ”  c a n  g e t  y o u  t o  t h e  
n e x t  g o a l ,  t h e n  t h e  n e x t .

At fi rst glance, it doesn’t 
l o o k  l i k e  t h a t  k i n d  o f  a  b o o k ,  
t h o u g h .

Au t h o r  M i c h e l l e  O b a m a  i s  
a  t r u e  s t o r y t e l l e r ,  a n d  s h e  u s e s  
a  Sh o w ,  N o t  T e l l  m e t h o d  o f  
w r i t i n g .  R e a d e r s  a r e  l u l l e d  i n t o  

a n  e n t e r t a i n i n g  s t o r y  o f  l i f e  i n  
t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e ,  o r  a  g o s s i p y  
s n i p  o f  O b a m a ’ s  m a r r i e d  l i f e ,  
o r  a  s h a r e d  m e m o r y  f r o m  h e r  
c h i l d h o o d  a n d  B AM !  t h e  w o r d s  
s e a m l e s s l y  r o l l  o v e r  t o  a n  e a s y ,  
d o - a b l e  t i p  t o  s u r v i v e  i n  h a r d  
t i m e s .  N i c e  s u r p r i s e .

R e a d e r s  w i l l  b e  f u r t h e r  g l a d  
t o  k n o w  t h a t  t h i s  i s n ’ t  a  c h e e r -
l e a d i n g  b o o k .  In s t e a d  o f  U -
R a h - R a h ,  i t ’ s  U  Ca n  Do  T h i s ,  
t o l d  i n  a  c a l m ,  k n o w i n g  m a n -
n e r .  An d  i f  t h a t ’ s  w h a t  y o u  n e e d  
i n  t h i s  t i m e  o f  t u r m o i l ,  l e t  “ T h e  
Li g h t  W e  Ca r r y ”  h e l p  y o u  b a c k  
o n t o  t h e  l a d d e r .

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Colum nist
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WRTM-FM 100.5  FM, JACKSON’ S SOUL, 
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN 
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE 
VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC 
ADULTS WANT TO HEAR!  
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Alcorn vs JSU
Casem-Spinks Stadium  •  Nov. 19, 2022

JSU QB Shedeur Sanders taken out of the game, due to injury, after a no penalty call against AAMU.

No pass interference call for #5 Shane Hooks.

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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Hinds County School District Weekly Update
E N GA GI N G- E M P O W E R I N G- E N SU R I N G- E X CE LLE N CE

Hinds County School 
District Rookie of the Month

Hinds County School 
District is happy to share 
with you the Rookie of 
the Month for our school 
district. The rookie may 
be new to teaching or new 
to the district. Thanks to 
each school for providing 
one rookie that we are 
celebrating. Each school’s 
mentor team selected a 
rookie and shared their 
grade, subject and school. 
We selected one rookie to 
spotlight for the month of 
October. Congratulations 
Ms. Ro’Shundra Triplett, 
a second-grade reading 
teacher at Gary Road 
Elementary.

Raymond Reality Fair
A Reality Fair was held at Terry High and Raymond High 
to prepare students for real life. They were given a real-life 
environment with a family, a job and a budget that they had to 
maintain to live their lives. Many found that life can be very 
diffi cult and money can go very fast. It was a true reality to many 
students.




