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Poor People’s Campaign
marches into Jackson

By Christopher Young
Contributing Writer

A Moral Monday March was
conducted by the Mississippi
Poor People’s Campaign joining
forces with Poor People’s Cam-
paign: A National Call for Moral
Revival on Monday, September
26, in downtown Jackson, with
co-chairman Reverend William
Joseph Barber II in attendance.

The focus of the march was
Clean Water is a Human Right.

Starting at Mt. Helm Mission-
ary Baptist Church, marchers pro-
ceeded to the intersection of Capi-
tol and Congress Streets, in front
of the Mississippi Governor’s
Mansion for a rally that lasted
over two hours, a part of which
was featured on MSNBC’s Reid
Out with Joy Reid.

Between one and two hundred
people gathered at Mt. Helm and
were joined by others along the
route to the rally and by still more
at the rally site —about 500 people
in all.

Rukia Lumumba of the Peo-
ple’s Advocacy Institute and Elec-
toral Justice Project led the crowd
in chants of Free The Land —
Clean The Water — Keep It Public.
Numerous leaders of community
organizations were in attendance
and numerous clergy including
Reverend C.J. Rhodes and Bishop
Dr. DeWayne Pickett.

Barber indicated that this may
be his first rally centered on the
voices of those impacted by Jack-
son’s water crisis. Speaker after
speaker came to the podium to
share their personal stories, some
with tears, and others with blis-
tering outrage that decade after

Marchers gather at Mt. Helm MB Church in Jackson, Miss. 9/26/22.

decade the State of Mississippi
has failed Jacksonians. The en-
tire evening was rife with prayer,
song, preaching and call and re-
sponse.

Barber reported that this is just
the first Moral Monday Rally in
Jackson. “This is the inaugura-
tion, and there will be many more
in the coming weeks and months
ahead. Moral Mondays are never
about one day of action...they
will continue until change hap-
pens. Moral Monday is about
telling the truth. It’s immoral
that there is poison in the water.
It’s immoral that you have to be
washing your babies in poison.

It’s a sin and a violation of equal
protection under the law and a
violation of human rights to have
a system and a fight over control-
ling water that has been going on
since 1972.”

Barber spared no intensity
when speaking of Governor
Reeves either. “You have a gov-
ernor who demeans Jackson when
he goes into another city and says
he would rather be there than in
Jackson. He lies on Jackson, and
lies about Jackson, rather than
joining hands with Jackson to
clean the water. He says Jackson
doesn’t have a plan, but Jackson
does have a plan, you just don’t
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have the damn consciousness to
make the plan happen.”

Barber said, “For this state’s
former governor and some others
to seemingly be caught up with
Brett Favre — a scandal to rob
money from poor and low income
people and use it for their own pet
projects while you and your chil-
dren and the sick and the disabled
of every race and creed and color,
are the ones being hit the hard-
est by this crisis — it’s immoral,
its sinful, it’s a violation of equal
protection under the law and a
violation of human rights in the

Campaign
Continued on page 3

Major display of Aids Memorial Quilt
honoring black and brown lives lost
to aids — first time public viewing

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer

A week of free Quilt displays
and events honoring black and
brown lives lost to AIDS has
been going on in the City of Jack-
son and surrounding areas since
Wednesday, September 28 and
will climax Tuesday, October 4,
2022. The largest display ever
in the state of Mississippi, the
Quilt exhibition has launched
the Change the Pattern initiative.
Jackson and surrounding envi-
rons are the first to see the display
which has numerous partners, but
largely funded by Gilead Scienc-
es with a $2.4 million grant.

This new initiative of the Na-
tional AIDS Memorial, Southern
AIDS Coalition and Gilead Sci-
ences uses the power and beauty
of the AIDS Memorial Quilt to
disrupt systemic issues that im-
pact health equity and continue to
disproportionately impact com-
munities of color and marginal-
ized populaces.

Mississippi sixth-

has the

highest rate of HIV in the United
States. Additionally, new HIV
diagnoses remain high year after
year.

Sections of the Quilt will so-
journ to twelve southern states,
reaching many communities via
displays, storytelling, community
events/programming and quilt-
making workshops.

More than half of new HIV di-
agnoses occur in the South which
comprises 38% of the US popu-
lace.

Furthermore, the Quilt is the
largest community arts project
throughout the globe. It now sur-
passes 50,000 individuals, sewn
panels with more than 11,000
names stitched into its tons of
fabric as it pays deference to the
Black, Latinx, Indigenous, Trans-
gender and other marginalized
communities.

The first panels were stitched
35 years ago, but according to
John Cunningham, CEO of the
National AIDS Memorial, the
Quilt endures as “a powerful

teaching tool for health action,
remembrance and social justice.”

The intent is to bring the Quilt
to communities throughout the
United States in the fight to al-
leviate apathy, to cure persons of
AlDs and to serve as a catalyst
for change.

Both Daniel O ‘Day (chairman
and chief executive officer, Gil-
ead Sciences) and Dafina Ward
(executive director of the South-
ern AIDS Coalition) contended
that the power of community is
reflected in the Quilt which con-
tains powerful stories, “critical to
ending HIV-related stigma.”

Many Quilt panels on display
honor and celebrate lives lost to
HIV/AIDS from Jackson and
the South to merge their stories
with today’s crisis. Changing
the pattern starts with: Jackson
State University professor Mark
A. Colomb (Ph.D.); 14-year-old
Hemophiliac Michael Felton;
Lavadious Walker, celebrated in
the local Trans community; and
Grace House for their residents.

Included, as well, is a quilt made
by legendary civil rights and jus-
tice activist Rosa Parks, a sup-
porter of the AIDS Quilt.

Emmy Award winning ac-
tress Sheryl Lee Ralph is also
featured. Ralph is a founding
member of the DIVA (Divinely
Inspired Victoriously Anointed)
Foundation which she created in
memory of the many friends she
has lost to HIV/AIDS. She has a
long history with the Quilt, cre-
ating the Quilt section that will
be on display at the Mississippi
Civil Rights Museum which hon-
ors and celebrates black artists,
entertainers and friends who died
of HIV/AIDS. Ralph made part
of this Quilt in Jackson during a
panel-making workshop at New
Bethel A.M.E. Church in Jackson
in 2012.

Main exhibits are located at the
Mississippi Civil Rights Museum
and Jackson Medical Mall.

Smaller exhibits are at JSU

AIDS
Continued on pages 2
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By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer

illionMoreBlackVoters
2022 National GOTV Campaign

On Monday, September 26,
2022, during the 12:00 noon
luncheon at the Downtown
Jackson Rotary Club meeting
held at the Mississippi Agri-
culture and Forestry Museum,
Mississippi  songstress Pam
Confer set about her new task
—Harmony Talks, To Go — with
vigor. In her conversational
tone, she stood at the podium
and engaged the Rotary and
their guests who smiled, nod-
ded and applauded.

What Confer had to say
seemed appropriate in that the
club provides humanitarian
service, encourages high stan-
dards in all vocations and helps
build goodwill and peace in the
world.

“People express themselves
in different ways. The goal is
overall, to be beyond that,” said
the speaker.

Confer explained her com-
ment as she referenced rela-
tionships within the workplace.
Employers pay $64 billion a
year because two million em-
ployees leave their jobs based
upon unfair treatment. It takes
that amount of money, she ar-
gued, for employers to find a
new flock of employees.

As she mentioned the global
call for unity, the feisty person-
ality claimed, “The pandemic
has forced us to communicate
in different ways, [but] harmo-
ny can’t wait.”

Confer explained that this
new norm has compelled cre-
ativity into play like never be-
fore. “Conversations we have
are all about what’s going on in
our lives, and we’re uncomfort-
able with 11 million things that
remain on our minds,” she said.
“It is crucial, then, to strive for
“life management.”

A minister from Sharon,
Mississippi, said to members
of one of his conferences many
years ago, “We don’t always
see ourselves the way others
see us.” Bias was the term that
Confer mentioned in connec-
tion to this. When it comes to
self-disclosure, everyone has
what a communication scholar

Pam Confer hits
Mississippi roads
with Harmony

Talks, To Go

(Unconscious Bias Talks)

Confer

labelled, “a blind self.” What
this means is that there is a part
of the self that others see about
us, but we are unaware of it. An
example might be lip smack-
ing after drinking water. Thus,
those witnessing the act notice
the lip smacking, but the per-
son drinking the water has no
knowledge of it.

Confer posed several reme-
dies to communication ineffec-
tiveness within the workplace:
(1) have a desire to seek diverse
perspectives; (2) capitalize on
everyone’s skills; (3) establish
a buddy system; (4) challenge
the status quo; (5) foster flex-
ibility and learning; and (6)
admit mistakes. She asserted
that adopting these suggestions
would bring greater knowl-
edge and appreciation among
persons in the world of work.
Thus, whether virtual or in per-
son, “talks work.”

She concluded her talk with,
“Mississippi is the most diverse
state in the country, and we all
are allies of each other. [Build-
ing relationships is a lifelong
process], and we must realize
that we really are beautiful.”

Following her talk, at the
request of an audience mem-
ber, Confer sang Mississippi
Beautiful, a song she wrote,
produced and recorded in 2017
in tribute to the state’s bicen-
tennial and the opening of the
Two Mississippi Museums.

Pam Confer is an interna-
tional, award-winning bilingual
singer, song-writer and speaker.
She has deep roots and a smile
that can move the world.

Contact Confer @ pam@
conferconsulting.com or call

601-918-1994.
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Confer speaking at the well-attended Downtown Rotary Club
meeting. PHOTO BY JANICE NEAL-VINCENT
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Student Center; Craftsmen’s Guild of
MS; Jackson City Hall; Capitol City
PRIDE, Visit Jackson; Greenville City
Hall; and Hattiesburg AIDS Services
Coalition.

Key Media Events

Wednesday, Sept. 28 (10 a.m.): Mis-
sissippi Civil Rights Museum, 222 N.
Jackson St. (Exhibit opening for public
viewing). 2 p.m. (Opening Ceremony

ith dedication of new Quilt panels
recently made by Mississippi residents
hat will become permanent panels on
he AIDS Memorial Quilt. Announce-

ent of $100K in emergency relief
grants for local HIV/AIDS service orga-
izations.

Thursday, Sept. 29 (9-11 a.m.): Mis-
sissippi Civil Rights Museum, 222 N.
Jackson St. Change the Pattern with
Love & Activism Forum with HIV/
AIDS community leaders on efforts to
advocate and to educate.

Friday, Sept. 30 (1-4 p.m.): Jackson
Medical Mall, 350 W. Woodrow Wilson
Ave. Community Forum — Fight Like
Fannie Lou: The Legacy of Mississippi
Civil Rights in the HIV Justice Move-

ent.

Saturday, Oct. 1 (10 am.-12 p.m.):
Greenville. Community Forum-Change
he Pattern in the Faith-Based Commu-

ity. Anointed Oasis of Love Ministry,
238 Thomas St.

Saturday/Sunday (11 a.m.-7 p.m.):
Capital City Pride, Two Mississippi Mu-
seums, 222 N. Jackson St.

Special reading of Names of MS lives
lost to AIDS remembered on the Quilt
hroughout the day. Free Museum pass-
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es for the public.

All Week:

Community Quilt-Making Workshops
and Film Screenings. Mississippi Civil
Rights Museum (Wednesday-Sunday.,
(10 am.-4 p.m.) & Jackson Medical
Mall (Wednesday-Friday, 1-4 p.m.)

Display hosts include: Mississippi
Episcopal AIDS Commission; St. James
Episcopal Church; the Mississippi
Episcopal AIDS Commission; Missis-
sippi and Mississippi HEARTS Against
AIDS; Chevron Mississippi; AIDS Ser-
vices Coalition; and Community Health
— PIER; Grace House.

As a tradition with the AIDS Quilt
to support HIV/AIDS service organi-
zations doing important work in their
communities, the National AIDS Me-
morial, Southern AIDS Coalition and
Gilead Sciences are inviting interested
Southern-based organizations to apply
for funding through special grant pro-
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grams through the Change the Pattern
initiative.

Jackson Emergency Relief Fund is
providing $100,000 in grants to support
Jackson area HIV/AIDS service organi-
zations to support their work and who
have been impacted by the water crisis
that continues in the region.

Quilt Panel-making Workshops Fund
is supporting local quilt-making work-
shops throughout the South to help en-
sure the stories of black and brown lives
lost to HIV/AIDS are captured through
newly-sewn panels on the Quilt through
the Memorial’s Call My Name program.

The following leaders, communities
from the HIV/AIDS Community and
Quilt panel makers are available for
interviews: John Cunningham (CEO),
Duane Cramer & Jada Harris, National
AIDS Memorial; Dafina Ward, Execu-
tive Director, Southern AIDS Coalition;
Dr. Shanell McCoy, Director of Corpo-
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rate Giving, Gilead Sciences; Melverta
Bender, MLS, MPH, Director, Office of
STD/HIV, Mississippi Dept. of Health;
Robin Webb, Executive Director, AIDS
Watch Mississippi; Dr. Juanita Davis,
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Director, CARE4ME Program, Jackso
Medical Mall; Cedric L. Sturdevant,
Executive Director, Community Health-
PIER; and Jason McCarty, Executive
Director, Capital City Pride.



www.theississippilink.com September 29 - October 5, 2022 THE MISSISSIPPI LINK « 3

Campaign

Continued from page 1

21st century.”

Barber offered many statistics:
“351,000 Mississippians are unin-
sured, 52% of Mississippians are poor,
500+ thousand are working for less
than a living wage — and you spend
time robbing from the poor — that’s im-
moral, that’s sinful.”

He took aim at pastors, and ac-
knowledged that he is a pastor himself.
“If you care about your pastor’s anni-
versary but don’t care about this water
getting clean and helping these people
out here, then something is wrong.
Something is wrong with your theol-
ogy.”

James Sims, the great great great
grandson of confederate colonel and
U.S. Senator from Mississippi, James
Z. George, who was the primary ar-
chitect of the Jim Crow laws —labeled  Poor People’s Campaign rally site with Governor’s
the water crisis in Jackson as economic  Mansion in the background  PHOTOS BY CHRIS YOUNG Reverend William Barber arriving at rally
and institutional racism. He cried out,
“Tate Reeves clean drinking water is
not optional. Clean drinking water is
mandatory. If this crisis was happening
in Oxford, Ocean Springs or Madison,
Mississippi, how long would it take to
find a solution?”

As the evening was coming to a
close, Barber asked Jackson Mayor
Chokwe Antar Lumumba to come to
the front of the stage. He placed his
stole over the mayor’s shoulder — the
stole says Jesus Was A Poor Man — be-
fore leading the crowd in a methodical
version of the song ‘We Shall Over-
come.” Barber amped it up a bit by
encouraging the DJ to play the O’Jays
song ‘Give The People What They
Want.’

The Poor People’s Campaign (www.
poorpeoplescampaign.org) has a mor-
al agenda based on fundamental rights, ~Cassandra Welchin, Mississippi Black
and in addition to its twelve principles, Women’s Roundtable
has two parts: Declaration of Funda-
mental Rights and Poor People’s Mor-
al Agenda (which includes addressing
systemic racism, poverty and inequal-
ity, ecological devastation, war econo-
my and militarism, and national moral-
ity) and the history behind and moral
justification for this Moral Agenda.

For those that want to get involved
with Mississippi Poor Peoples Cam-
paign, email mississippi@poorpeopl-
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Jackson Mayor Lumumba with stole on his
shoulder presented by Rev. Barber

Charles Sims, great great great grandson of James Z. George (aka Jim Crow
architect)

= Impacted resident and Rev. Barber while
escampaign.org. Marchers arriving at rally point. Live with MSNBC Reid Out.

Devasia Spires,
NMLS #53851

Buying a home is a big goal Devasia and John Michael are here to help you reach it Call

Bo1-g52-0123 or visit bankplus net/jackson-mortgage

| Bank"lUs

hn Michael Wilson,
"ML 502571 MORTGAGE
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" CGMA honored music achievers
and awarded student scholarships

at

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

The Canton Gospel Music As-
sociation (CGMA) held its 19th
Annual Scholarship Awards &
Gospel Music Celebration Au-
gust 28, 2022, at the Canton High
School Auditorium.

Cynthia Goodloe Palmer is
founder/president of CGMA.

Palmer stated that to date, the
CGMA has awarded music schol-
arships to 181 students of Madi-
son County totaling over $30,000
to assist with music lessons.

Lifetime Music Achievement
award recipients were Gerald
Nichols (music producer, musi-
cian, songwriter, arranger); Rev.
Jessie Primer, Jr. (retired band
director, music producer, musi-
cian, songwriter); and Dr. Quen-
tin Ransburg (Minister of Music,
recording artist, choir director).

In addition, The Mayor’s
Award was presented by Canton
Mayor William Truly to Evelyn
Jones for 41 years at WMGO Ra-
dio playing gospel music.

The audience was treated to
musical selections from six of
the scholarship recipients. Mu-
sic scholarship were presented to
nine students.

Musical guests included Jes-
sica Poston, Evangelist Elizabeth
Brixter, DoxaMuziq, Jean Ellis &
The DB Singers, Dr. Jessie and
Yuric Primer and Police Chief
Otha Brown. Rev. Jonathan T.
Phillips Jr, gave the opening
prayer.

Several sponsors were in atten-
dance and received awards. They
included Earl Nichols accepting
for Ethel Doris Lucille Nichols;
Pastor John & LaJesca Woodard
accepting for The Ark of Safety
Ministry and Rev. James Sims
accepting for UAW Region 8.

annual gospel celebration

Claude Nichols accepting Lifetime Music Award
for Gerald Nichols from Jeffery Luckett

Cynthia Goodloe Palmer, CGMA
founder and president

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON AND PASTOR EDWARD HARDEN

Canton Gospel Music Association

T

Mayor William Truly and Mayor’s Award
recipient Evelyn Jones

Rev. Dr. Jonathan Phillips T. Jr.

Sao, i) J -«

Randy Abron & Lifetime Music Award honoree Rev. Jessie Primer Jr.

i —— : | IS
Scholarship student Layla Garrett performs

F o it B i et e Bl

Veda Archie, Earl Nichols accepting for
sponsor Doris Lucille Nichols Smith,
Georgia Sims

Veda Archie, Pastor John & LaJesca Woodard
accepting for sponsor Ark of Safety Ministry,
Georgia Sims

Scholarship awardees — Wesley Dinkins Jr., Victoria Garrett, Layla Garrett,
Kingston Wiley, LeeAndrea Chandler, Kaleb Bullock
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St. Mary Catholic Church
to get historic markers

By John Surratt
The Associated Press

For 116 years, St. Mary Cath-
olic Church has been a source
of spiritual guidance and edu-
cation for African-American
Catholics in Vicksburg and
Warren County.

Its importance to the commu-
nity will be remembered on Oct.
16 with a ceremony dedicating
two historic markers — one for
the church and another for the
elementary and high school.

The markers, said Benny Ter-
rell, a member of the marker
committee, were the idea of the
church’s pastor, the Rev. Joseph
Nguyen.

“He decided that he wanted
to do something to recognize
St. Mary’s, to highlight the
significant contributions of St.
Mary’s Catholic Church and
St. Mary’s School to the spiri-
tual and educational needs of
the Vicksburg community,” he
said. “We wanted to cover those
things that we have done that
have impacted this community
and a lot of the minority people
in this community.”

The original plan, Terrell
said, was to unveil the markers
in 2021 to celebrate the church’s
115th anniversary, but the im-
pact of COVID-19 delayed the
plans.

“We couldn’t get the markers
done until 2022 but we decided
to go on and do the dedication
anyway,” he said.

St. Mary’s parish was found-
ed in 1906 by the Rev. Aloysius
Heick. The first church was
on Holly Street “right behind
where United Cleaners is locat-
ed on Cherry Street, down the
hill,” Terrell said.

The Sisters of Mercy provid-
ed the altar for the first church,
the candlesticks and the priest’s
vestments; and the priests at St.
Paul Catholic Church provided
a place for Heick to stay until
St. Mary’s moved to its present
location at Main and Second
North streets later in 1906 and
also started an elementary and
high school. The present church
was built in 1923.

The congregation at St. Paul’s
collected $279.80 that they do-
nated to Heick to buy the land
and philanthropist Katherine
Drexel, who was later canon-
ized a saint, provided half of
the money necessary to get the
property.

“When they moved from
Holly Street, there were three
houses on the lot,” committee
member Josephine Williams
Calloway said. “They utilized
one for the priest, one for the
school and one for the nuns
when they came.”

School attendance at the time

116 year-old St. Mary Catholic Church, Main Street, Vicksburg, MS

was so low, she said, the grade
school and high school were
housed in the same building.

“They (parish officials) had to
contact most of the parishioners
to see how many would come to
the school,”” she said.

A two-story Greek revival
building was built in 1908 and
was later used for the high
school. Drexel, Calloway said,
contributed money for the
building.

“She came here to inspect it
and according to accounts, she
was very impressed with what
they were doing,” she said.

“She was very dedicated to
supporting black Catholics in
this country,” Terrell said. “Not
only did she provide funding
to help secure our property,
but when Father Heick went to
Jackson, she helped secure the
property over there by donating
funds. She also paid for Xavier
University in New Orleans. She
was very generous and very
supportive of black Catholics
and Native Americans.”

The nuns who taught the chil-
dren at St. Mary’s were mem-
bers of the Sisters of the Holy
Spirit, who were all German,”
committee member Cherrie
Boykin McClelland said.

“And in order to teach in Mis-
sissippi, the teachers, if they
had not completed their teacher
training in Germany or Hol-
land, they had to go to DePaul
University in Chicago and get
an additional degree before they
were allowed to teach here,”
Calloway said. “So most of
our teachers had two degrees
and one of our teachers was a
professor at Peking University
(before Catholics were expelled
from China).”

“They spoke limited Eng-
lish and they practiced English
on the way from Europe to the
United States,” Terrell said.

Because they were teaching
African-American children in
the then-segregated Jim Crow
South, “The nuns were not that
welcome in Vicksburg and the
congregation was the one that
really supported them,” Terrell
said.

“The nuns would not go
anywhere by themselves; they
would always go in pairs. Peo-
ple still did not cater to the idea
of white nuns teaching black
kids,” he said.

“Sometimes they were re-
ferred to as the ‘N Nuns,””” Mc-
Clelland said.

But the members of St. Paul
took a different attitude.

“The contribution of the
white community should be
noted because the congrega-
tion consisted of Italian, Irish,
German and Lebanese and they
supported the nuns,” Calloway
said. “Mother Hildegard, a Sis-
ter of Mercy nun, and her fam-
ily supported the missionary
sisters when they needed food
and help.

“A number of prominent
whites attended St. Mary’s on
a regular basis and still do,”
she said. “Although this is an
African-American parish, it has
truly served the community of
Vicksburg and welcomed ev-
eryone who came. Although
we may be assigned to the back
pews of St. Paul, they were in-
tegrated into the total Catholic
community at St. Mary’s. They
helped us and we helped them.”

The elementary school closed
in 1970 and the high school
closed in 1964. When the
schools closed, Terrell said, the
children who wanted to con-
tinue attending Catholic school
had to go to Yazoo City.

Calloway’s father, a promi-
nent businessman in Vicksburg,
took the children to Yazoo City
and waited there to take them
home.

When a new high school
building was built in 1948, Mc-
Clelland’s father, a contractor,
contributed most of the money
and materials.

“I think he actually built the
high school, along with other
adults,” Terrell said.

“Our parents worked hard to
support St. Mary’s,” Calloway
said. “We are continuing their
effort. What we have done here
has influenced the whole com-
munity.”

Mississippl man gets
hate crime charge
In cross burning

By Michael Goldberg
Associated Press/Report for America

A Mississippi man has been
charged with a federal hate
crime for burning a cross in his
front yard to threaten his black
neighbors, the U.S. Justice De-
partment announced Friday.

Axel Cox, 23, has been
charged with one count of
criminal interference with the
right to fair housing and one
count of using fire to commit a
federal felony.

According to court records,
Cox chose to burn a cross in
front of a black family because
of their race. He also allegedly
addressed the family with ra-
cially derogatory language, the
records show. The incident oc-
curred Dec. 3, 2020.

Federal prosecutors said
the Gulfport man violated his
neighbors’ housing  rights.

The statute Cox is accused of
violating falls under the Civil

Rights Act of 1968. That law
says it is illegal for an indi-
vidual to interfere with any
person’s housing rights based
on race.

Vangela M. Wade, president
of the Mississippi Center for
Justice, said cross burnings
harken back to the overt racism
of the Jim Crow South.

“This is another stark re-
minder of how bigotry, racism
and hate-fueled violence are
alive and well in our country.
Mississippi is no exception,”
Wade said.”

“The fight to dismantle Mis-
sissippi’s deeply entrenched
culture of injustice and a better
tomorrow continues. We are
thankful for the courage of the
members of the federal grand
jury to indict this hate crime.”

A grand jury indicted Cox in
September. Court records were
unsealed before his first court
appearance Friday. Judge Rob-

ert Myers ordered Cox held
without bond pending a jury
trial, which is scheduled to
start Nov. 7.

Cox could face multiple
years in prison and a $250,000
fine concerning each charge if
convicted.

Assistant  U.S.  Attorney
Andrea Cabell Jones for the
Southern District of Missis-
sippi and Noah Coakley II of
the Justice Department’s Civil
Rights Division are prosecut-
ing the case.

Michael Goldberg is a
corps member for the Associ-
ated Press/Report for America
Statehouse News Initiative.
Report for America is a non-
profit national service pro-
gram that places journalists in
local newsrooms to report on
undercovered issues. Follow
him on Twitter at twitter.com/
mikergoldberg.
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Absentee ballots now available
for November election

By Michael Watson
Secretary of State

In-person and mail-in absen-
tee ballots are now available
through your county circuit
clerk’s office for the November
general and special election to
be held November 8, 2022.

To verify eligibility, Missis-
sippians can utilize the Step-
By-Step Absentee Guide from
the Secretary of State’s Office
or contact their local circuit
clerk. If eligible, ballots will be
provided upon request by your
circuit clerk.

For those who cannot visit
their circuit clerk’s office dur-
ing the work week, Saturday
in-person  absentee  voting

dates are Saturday, October 29,
2022, and November 5, 2022,
from 8:00 a.m. until noon.

To familiarize yourself with
the upcoming election, all con-
gressional and state district
races can be viewed on the
Secretary of State’s website.
For a sample ballot specific to
you, contact your local circuit
clerk.

In order to vote in the No-
vember election, Mississippi-
ans must be registered to vote
by October 10, 2022.

The Secretary of State’s
Office serves as the primary,
trusted source for election
information. Visit our Y’all
Vote website (yallvote.ms) for
a variety of helpful resources
including Frequently Asked
Questions for absentee voting
and contact information for
county election officials.

For voter registration or elec-
tions questions, contact Elec-
tionsAnswers(@s0s.ms.gov  or
call the Elections Hotline at
1-800-829-6786.

Other Revenues

Total Revenues

Operating expenses:
Personnel services
Supplies

Depreciation

[Total cperating expenses

Operating loss

Noncapital grants

Interest revenue

Net income (loss)

Mississippi, Inc.

fiscal year 2019 was 512.95.

Non-operating revenue (expense)

CITY OF JACKSON
Garbage Collection Fund

Statement of Revenues and Expensess

Year Ended September 30, 2021

Operating revenues - garbage collection charges

Contracted services - garbage collection
Contracted services - other

Other services and charges

interest and service charges on long-term debt
and capitalized lease obligations
Gain on sale of capital assests

Note 1 - Contracted garbage collection services is composed of payments to Waste Management of

Mote 2 - The average monthly cost incurred by the City for garbage and recycling pickup service for the

8,778,505
11,401

8,789,906

788,820
158,976
6,405,315
2,226,010
10,553,565
147,759

20,280,445

(11,490,539)

191,202
15

(3,774)
0

187,443

(11,303,096)
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but still walking

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

“Do not give
i away  your
i power.”” This
| is just one of
the thought-
i provoking
i B8 lines from the
box office hit The Woman
King. These words were spo-
ken by Izogie, one of the vet-
eran agojie warriors to one
of newest warrior trainees,
Nawi. From the beginning of
her entrance into the train-
ing program, Izogie takes
the time to answer questions
that Nawi asks, and she also
teaches her lessons about how
to survive life on and off the
battlefield.

In this instance, [zogie was
warning Nawi about how
love, especially if it becomes
a distraction, can put you in a
position where you give away
your emotional and mental
power.

The first time I saw The
Woman King, I didn’t grasp
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Lessons of Sisterhood from The Woman King (Part 2)

Scars and limps:

the depth of that line. I ad-
mit that I was so in awe of
the battlefield scenes that I
didn’t realize until after I
saw the movie the second
time the power of the movie’s
dialogue. I don’t necessarily
want to do a movie review
as there are many people
who have already provided
their thoughts about how The
Woman King excels is as a
piece of cinematic art. How-
ever, the aunt and scholar in
me wants to look at it from
the from the auntastic per-
spective and study how the
movie shows the intersections
of strength and sisterhood.
For starters, the movie de-
picted the power and strength
of the black woman. This was
shown when the agojie return
victoriously from battle. The
people in Dahomey were in-
structed not to look at the fe-
male warriors as they walked
back to the palace as a sign of
respect. In another scene, Na-
nisca (Viola Davis) is called
dirty, and battle worn by one

of King Ghezo’s younger and
attractive wives. Instead of
allowing this difference to
become a superficial focus
of the movie with Nanisca
focusing on her own exter-
nal appearance, she remains
focused on being a strategic
military leader. In doing so,
the movie emphasizes how
the inner strength and strate-
gic intelligence of a woman
can be more influential and
attractive than her outward
beauty.

On a more basic level, The
Woman King illustrated the
depth of transformation that
comes with compassionate
mentoring. It wasn’t easy be-
cause Nawi was one of the
newest recruits and was head-
strong. She was constantly
being corrected by Nanisca
and Izogie for trying to do
things on her own and not
listening to her older more
experienced female mentors.
She finally gets the lesson at
the end about the importance
of sisterhood.

As an aunt, [ appreci-
ated how the movie showed
the women were intentional
about creating a welcoming,
safe but challenging commu-
nity that demanded the best
from each woman whether
she was a trainee or whether
she was a veteran warrior.

Izogie reminded Nawi of-
ten that she was a part of sis-
terhood with rights, privileg-
es and responsibilities. Even
though the agojie were single
and childless by choice, the
movie was a compelling vi-
sual demonstration of the
importance of being teach-
able and self-controlled from
Titus 2:3-5.

Shewanda Riley is a Fort
Worth, Texas based author
of “Love Hangover: Moving
from Pain to Purpose After
a Relationship Ends” and
“Writing to the Beat of God'’s
Heart: A Book of Prayers for
Writers.” Email preserved-
bypurpose@gmail.com  or
follow her on Twitter @she-
wanda.
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Be a shining example
to the world

By Pastor Simeon R. Green llI
Special to The Mississippi Link

Romans 12:1
reads, “I beseech
you therefore,
£ brethren, by the
mercies of God,
that ye present your
bodies a living sac-
rifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service.”

They spit upon Jesus Christ,
beat Him, put a crown of thorns
upon His head, and mocked Him.
Then, they drove nails through
His hands and His feet, hung Him
on the cross, and let Him hang
there for six hours.

In Matthew 27:40b, you can
read that they mocked Him and
said, “If thou be the Son of God,
come down from the cross.” Luke
23:35 says, the rulers derided
Him and said, “He saved others;
let Him save Himself, if He be
Christ, the chosen of God.” Jesus
Christ could have struck them all
dead, but He had mercy. He is on
the mercy seat today, saying as
He said in Matthew 11:28, “Come
unto Me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.”

Jesus said in John 14:27, “Peace
I leave with you, My peace I give
unto you: not as the world giveth,
give 1 unto you.” Friend, Jesus
Christ is offering us peace in our
souls. We need to examine our
hearts. Do we have stubbornness
and rebellion in our hearts? Do we
rebel against the pastor? Do we
rebel against the Word of God?
First Samuel 15:23 states, “For re-
bellion is as the sin of witchcraft,
and stubbornness is as iniquity

and idolatry.” These things are sin.
Do we deal in witchcraft? Some
people love Harry Potter, but the
Child of God should not read
Harry Potter books or watch the
movies.

Do we hate our brethren? The
Church of God is one body, one
family. We are not to hate our
families; we are to have love in our
hearts. Do we need more love in
our heart? Jesus said in John 15:12,
“This is my great commandment,
that ye love one another as I have
loved you.” Sometimes, we need to
pray, “Lord, fill me with thy love;
give me compassion and mercy
and a burden for the people.”

I do not want to see anyone lost.
Have we done something to some-
one that we have not made right?
Have we taken anything and not
made restitution? We may dress
godly and appear to be righteous,
but what does the inside of the cup
look like?

We know what is in our heart.
Jesus said in Matthew 23:25,
“Woe unto you, Scribes and Phar-
isees, hypocrites! For ye make
clean the outside of the cup and
of the platter, but within they are
full of extortion and excess.” We
may look beautiful outwardly, but
what about the inside? What is in
our hearts?

We need to get rid of the things
that displease God. Satan would
like nothing better than to see us
fall, but God wants us to stand on
His promises, cleanse our hearts,
and be made pure.

Rev. Simeon R. Green 111 is pas-
tor of Joynes Road Church of God,
31 Joynes Road, Hampton, VA
23669.
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Arrogance and self-adulation
have the former president
backed in a corner and the

optics don’t look good

By James B. Ewers Jr.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio

The political land-
scape is ripe for com-
ment and critique.
Almost every day,
something happens to
make you pause and
wonder if it will ever
stop. It is my thinking that these
rumblings will always be with us.

One of the political occurrences
that keeps on giving is what is hap-
pening with the former president
of the United States of America. If
it’s not one thing, it’s another with
him.

His ascent to the presidency has
only brought more attention to his
checkered past and now his ques-
tionable future. Money and power,
or maybe, I should say the quest
for it have caused him problems
galore.

Like many in America, Trump
is in the 4th quarter of his life and
the 2-minute warning is approach-
ing. I just wonder how he sleeps at
night given what is hanging over
his head. I listened to him on Fox
News recently and he’s in a totally

different reality. Contrary to popu-
lar opinion, he believes he is above
the law.

Donald Trump thinks that the
rule of law does not apply to him.

The state of New York has come
after him. New York State Attor-
ney General, Letitia James has
filed a lawsuit against Donald
Trump, and the Trump organiza-
tion for financial fraud. They in-
flated their profits to gain certain
economic advantages and benefits.
It appears that he wasn’t as rich as
he said he was.

Attorney General James said,
“The statements of financial con-
dition were greatly exaggerated,
grossly inflated, objectively false
and therefore fraudulent and ille-
gal.”

She added, “And as a result of
that we are seeking relief, and Mr.
Trump, the Trump Organization,
his family, they should all be held
accountable.” Will this result in the
former president being convicted
and going to prison?

Carl Tobias, law professor at
the University of Richmond said,
“Even for Trump, people don’t like
him, but do they want to put him

away? What kind of punishment
would be appropriate? So, it’s just
all around more difficult.”

Can we imagine Trump spend-
ing time in a federal prison and or-
dering a diet soda from his room?
That is almost laughable and full of
satire. Because he is self-serving
and a narcissist, there are people
who want to see him do some time.

He has hired lawyers to defend
his positions which many believe
are frail and puny. Will he win this
court battle? We will just have to
wait and see.

On another Trump-infused prob-
lem, the classified documents taken
by him to his home are causing a
problem for him. Of course, his
lawyers are saying that he declassi-
fied them but have offered no proof.

Raymond Dearie, Senior Federal
Judge said, “My view of it is you
can’t have your cake and eat it. [
can’t allow litigation strategy to
dictate the outcome of my recom-
mendations to Judge Cannon.”

Aileen Cannon is the U.S. Dis-
trict Court judge who chose Judge
Dearie as the special master.

The former president believes,
in my opinion, that because he lies

that he can get his lawyers to do the
same. Not so. The lawyers repre-
senting him will not perjure them-
selves. That will result in them los-
ing their license to practice law.

The Department of Justice is
continuing its probe of what many
believe was an illegal activity.

Trump is tied up and tangled
up and the truth is not in him. His
troubles are going downhill faster
than a skier.

Don’t forget the January 6th
Hearings which will resume in the
coming weeks.

It is widely speculated that the
former president is the reason for
the attack on the Capitol.

It is my thinking that Mr. Trump
has hit a ground zero political tri-
fecta. His money is wrong, his
judgment is wrong, and his tam-
pering is wrong.

Do you remember the television
show Cops? The theme song was
Bad Boys written by Ian Lewis.

Some of the lyrics were, “Bad
boys, bad boys whatcha gonna do?
Watcha gonna do when they come
for you.

Is that a fitting song for what is
happening now?

Accountability:
An insurrectionist
removed from office

By Ben Jealous
People For the American Way

A New Mexico
judge has done the
country a big favor.

Judge Francis
Mathew upheld a
little-known  pro-
vision of the U.S.

Constitution and removed a public
official for participating in the Jan.
6, 2021, insurrection. I hope other
judges have the courage to follow
his lead.

The principle that no person
is above the law — that powerful
people have to obey the laws like
everyone else — is essential to a
democratic society. If this princi-
ple is not enforced, corrupt leaders
will undermine the rule of law and
democracy itself.

Judge Mathew ruled that a coun-
ty commissioner who participated
in the attack on the U.S. Capitol
can no longer hold public office.
The ruling was based on a sec-
tion of the 14th Amendment to the
Constitution, which was passed af-
ter the Civil War. It forbids anyone
from holding public office if they
had taken an oath to support the
Constitution of the United States
and then “engaged in insurrection

or rebellion” against the country.

The judge found that Otero
County Commissioner Couy Grif-
fin helped lead the mob that used
violence to try to prevent Congress
from affirming Joe Biden’s win in
the presidential election. Griffin
later bragged about his role and
suggested that there might be an-
other insurrection coming.

Judge Mathew’s ruling is a mile-
stone in the effort to hold public
officials accountable for trying
to overturn the 2020 presidential
election. It should provide a road
map — and some moral courage —
to other judges considering legal
efforts to hold state legislators and
others accountable for trying to
undermine democracy.

Another important effort to hold
powerful people accountable for
the insurrection is being conduct-
ed by the House Select Committee
that is investigating the insurrec-
tion and the schemes that led up to
it.

The committee’s public hearings
this summer gave the American
people a powerful dose of truth-
telling about the lies and decep-
tions of President Trump, members
of his legal team and his political
allies. The committee’s investiga-

tion is continuing, and we can look
forward to more public hearings
this fall.

Members and staff of the com-
mittee have spent countless hours
digging through emails and other
public records and interviewing
former Trump administration of-
ficials and lawyers, members of
Congress and far-right activists
who promoted Trump’s lies about
election fraud. They are still at
it. Among the people they hope
to interview this fall are former
Vice President Mike Pence, former
House Speaker Newt Gingrich and
far-right activist Ginni Thomas,
wife of Supreme Court Justice
Clarence Thomas.

Truth is a first step toward ac-
countability. But it cannot be the
only step.

The committee’s efforts to get a
full picture of the illegal scheming
to overturn the election is essen-
tial. So is punishing wrongdoers
and preventing future attempts to
subvert our elections.

There are plenty of wrongdoers
who need to be held accountable,
punished, and prevented from us-
ing powerful government positions
to undermine democracy and the
rule of law. And that includes for-

mer President Trump, whose lies
about a “stolen” election fueled the
insurrectionists’ anger.

In our system of government,
there are many people with roles
to play in defending our democ-
racy. Congress can use its over-
sight power to reveal the corrup-
tion within the White House. The
Justice Department can prosecute
criminals like those who attacked
the Capitol Police — and those
who broke other laws as they tried
desperately to keep the defeated
Trump in power. Judges can hold
public officials accountable for vi-
olating the Constitution.

And we the voters can defend
democracy by electing local, state
and national officials who are com-
mitted to the democratic process —
and rejecting those who seek power
for the purpose of interfering with
our elections and our ability to
hold powerful people accountable.

Ben Jealous serves as president
of People For the American Way
and Professor of the Practice at
the University of Pennsylvania. A
New York Times best-selling au-
thor, his next book “Never Forget
Our People Were Always Free”
will be published by Harper Col-
lins in December 2022.

Let It Be
Known: FEMA
and the Ad
Council

By Dr. John Warren
San Diego Voice and
Viewpoint/NNPA Member

Recently the Deputy Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency
& Management Administration
'] (FEMA), spoke to students at
Howard University as a part of a
new “Ready Campaign” aimed at
African-American communities
to encourage advanced preparedness for storms
and all natural disasters The Deputy Administra-
tor told the students that FEMA was there to re-
affirm its commitment to equity and to say loud
and clear that every community deserves to be
protected from hazards. After all, September is
Disaster Preparedness month.

Erik Hooks, the Deputy Administrator speak-
ing to the students said, “Blacks are the commu-
nities that are on the frontlines of climate change
and related extreme weather events.” Hooks also
referenced an Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) report that said socially vulnerable popu-
lations, including black and African-American
communities may be more exposed to the highest
impacts of climate change. With the full knowl-
edge of how serious this matter is to the black
and African-American communities in particu-
lar, one must ask why would FEMA and the Ad
Council be addressing this issue with an ad cam-
paign based on Public Service Announcements
(PSAs) and college speeches with no dollars to
ensure the targeted populations are reached?

How can there be “equity” with no dollars
when, in America, issues of public policy —
without dollars — are meaningless? FEMA as an
agency of the federal government has a budget
for everything it does. If the Black Press, includ-
ing Black Media, is the “Trusted Messenger” of
our communities for more than 195 years, where
are the dollars to support the campaign?

Let’s look at what FEMA is calling a ‘Readi-
ness Campaign’ based on PSAs running nation-
wide in Spanish and English. The Ads for this
campaign have been developed and provided
by the Ad Council. The ads are both print and
electronic. White Media can afford to run them
for free and give the appearance of community
service.

But let’s take a look at the Ad Council itself.
It was established as a nonprofit in1942; changed
its name during World War II and raised mon-
ies for the War effort. It reverted to the name Ad
Council as a nonprofit after the War, and today
receives more than 1.8 billion dollars from Media
among its 385 donors. The White Press writes off
its donations to the Ad Council, which, in the past
and perhaps still does today, provide print ads to
small community newspapers which historically
ran them for free when they had no paid ads to
run.

One of the large contract donors and partici-
pants with the Ad Council on various campaigns
is the federal government. The same federal gov-
ernment that, according to a General Accounting
Office report, in recent years spent less dollars
with the Black Press than its contracts with the
Ad Council. Now FEMA, on behalf of the fed-
eral government, is calling for “equity” with-
out spending “equitable” dollars with the Black
Press.

We should “Let It Be Known” that mentioning
the word “equity” does not in and of itself pro-
duce equitable participation in the programs and
policies around us. We applaud the disaster relief
efforts of FEMA, the agency’s efforts and its con-
tinued impact in making the difference between
life and death for so many everyday.

With 1.8 billion dollars in Media contributions,
the Ad Council could have provided dollars by
itself for a paid media campaign for the local and
community newspapers like the Black Press. Let
us not forget the multi-billion dollar advertising
agencies who also contribute to the Ad Council
with write-offs while too often controlling the
trickle down dollars reaching smaller media like
the Black Press.

Let It Be Known that the Black Press will be
looking more closely at those who come to us in
the name of equity with empty hands.

GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS AND WATCH AP VIDEOS ONLINE AT:

.mississippilink.com
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
JTRAN BUS STOP IMPROVEMENTS CITY
PROJECT NO. RFP#2022-02

Sealed bids will be received by the City Council of the City of Jackson, Mississippi
at the office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 219 South President Street, P.O. Box 17,
Jackson, Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 P.M. CST, Tuesday, October 18, 2022, for
supplying all labor and materials (as specified) necessary for JTRAN Bus Stop
Improvements, REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)#2022-02.

Principal items of work are as follows:

1. Removal of Signs, including post and footing-190 each;

2. Removal of Sign Panels, including hardware-174 SF;

3. Maintenance of Traffic;

4. Mobilization;

5. Standard Roadside Signs, Sheet Aluminum, 0.080” Thickness-1325 SF;
6. Square Tube Post, 1.75"x 1.75”, 14 GA-6570 LF;

7. Square Tube Post, 2"’x 27, 12 GA-1767 LF

The above general outline of features of the work does not in any way limit the
responsibility of the Contractor to perform all work and furnish all labor, equipment
and materials required by the specifications and the drawings referred to therein.

Contract time for this contract shall be 120 consecutive calendar days from the ef-
fective date shown in the Notice to Proceed. Liquidated damages will be assessed
for each consecutive calendar day the Work has not achieved Final Completion.
The amount of liquidated damages per day will be $500.00 plus any additional
actual costs above $500.00 incurred by the Owner. These actual costs include,
but are not limited to, engineering, inspection, and other construction related costs
resulting from the Contractor’s failure to complete the work on schedule.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public
contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business
opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selec-
tion, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal
Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in accordance with the
provision of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive
Order. Failure to comply with the City’s Executive Order shall disqualify a contrac-
tor, bidder, or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information
on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the
Division of Equal Business Opportunity at 601-960-1856. Copies of the Execu-
tive Order, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are available at 200
South President Street, Suite 223, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4, that all bidders
will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will
not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex,
in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and
ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment,
initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/
or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract
with the City on various projects and/or conduct business in the City to assist the
City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for employment
opportunities.

The City of Jackson ensures that the Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBEs),
as outlined in 49 C.F.R. Part 26, as amended, have the maximum opportunity to
participate in the performance of contracts. Therefore, it is imperative that you read
the DBE Section and complete the necessary paperwork in its entirety. If there
is any evidence or indication that two or more bidders are in collusion to restrict
competition or are otherwise engaged in anti-competitive practices, the submis-
sion of all such bidders shall be rejected, and such evidence may be cause for
disqualification of the participants in any future solicitation undertaken by the City
of Jackson.

Bidders must be qualified under Mississippi Law and show current Certificate of
Responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Public Contractors estab-
lishing his classification as to the value and type of construction on which he is
authorized to bid.

Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal forms to be provided, sealed in an
envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: “Bid for JTRAN BUS
STOP IMPROVEMENTS, REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)#2022-02.” Each
bidder shall write his Certificate of Responsibility Number on the outside of the
sealed envelope containing his proposal.

Each Bidder must submit with his proposal a separate attachment stating the Bid-
der’s qualifications to perform the Work. The Statement of Qualifications shall list
past projects of similar size and nature, a list of references with name and tele-
phone number, a list of key personnel who will perform the work, and other informa-
tion supporting the bidder’s qualifications.

Bids, EBO and DBE plans shall be submitted in triplicate (bound/stapled sepa-
rately), sealed and deposited with the City Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, Mississippi
prior to the hour and date hereinbefore designated. No bidder may withdraw his bid
within 90 days after the actual date of the opening thereof.

Official Bid Documents, including the Contract Documents and Drawings can be
downloaded from Central Bidding at www.centralbidding.com. Electronic Bids may
be submitted at www.centralbidding.com. For any questions related to the elec-
tronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.

A Pre-Bid Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 20, 2022 at 9:00 AM CST
in the 2nd Floor Conference Room of the JTRAN Administrative Maintenance Fa-
cility at 1785 Highway 80W, Jackson, Mississippi 39204. Attendance by all potential
contractors, subcontractors, and other interested parties is strongly encouraged.

Awarding public contracts to non-resident Bidders will be on the same basis as
the non-resident bidder’s state awards contracts to Mississippi Contractors bid-
ding under similar circumstances. Current state law, Mississippi General Laws of
2010, Chapter 383, section 31-3-21 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended,
requires a non-resident bidder to attach to the bid a copy of the Bidder’s resident
state’s current laws pertaining to such state’s treatment of nonresident contractors.
Non-resident bidders must attach to their bid a copy of any bid preference law of
the state, city, county, parish, province, nation or political subdivision where they
are domiciled. If there is no such law where they are domiciled, all non-resident
bidders shall attach a letter to their bid stating that there is no bid preference law
where they are domiciled. The bid of any non-resident bidder who fails to attach to
its bid a copy of its domicile’s bid preference law or a letter stating that its domicile
has no such bid preference law, whichever is applicable, shall be rejected and not
considered for award.

Each Bidder must deposit with his bid a Bid Bond or Certified Check in an amount
equal to five percent (5%) of the bid, payable to the City of Jackson as bid security.
Bidders shall also submit a current financial statement, if requested by the City of
Jackson. The successful bidder will be required to furnish a Payment Bond and
Performance Bond each in the amount of 100% of the contract amount.

Contract Drawings, Contract Specifications, Instructions to Bidders and Bidders
Proposal forms are on file and open to public inspection in the Office of Transporta-
tion, Department of Planning & Development, City of Jackson, Mississippi and the
Office of the City Clerk.

Constructions plans were completed through the Office of Transportation, 1785
Highway 80 W, Jackson, MS 39204. For technical questions email mguice@jack-
SONMS.gov.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all Bidders that minority and women business
enterprises are solicited to bid on these contracts as prime contractors and are
encouraged to make inquiries regarding potential subcontracting opportunities,
equipment, material and/or supply needs.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any
informalities or irregularities therein.

Christine Welch, Deputy
Director Office of Transportation

9/22/2022 9/29/2022 10/6/2022 10/13/2022

NOTICE OF APPEAL FOR A VARIANCE
ZONING CASE NO. 4167

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected
thereby, that East Ridge, LLC has filed with the Planning Board for the City of
Jackson, an application requesting a Variance from the required lot width of 60’
for R-1A zoned properties to allow for six (6) 52'7” wide lots for the property
located at 0 Douglass Dr. (Parcel 540-344-1) in the First Judicial District of Hinds
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

79.525.5 Square Feet or 1.8256 Acres consisting of part of the property in Lot
36 of the E.D. Fondren Estate, a subdivision in Section 24, T6N/R2E, the City
of Jackson, First Judicial District, Hinds County, Mississippi the Record Plat of
which is filed in Plat Book 7 at Page 30 of the Hinds County Land Records for
the said First Judicial District, said property being more fully described as follows:

Begin at the NW corner of Lot 1 of Hazlevern Heights, a subdivision in Section
24, T6N/RIE, the City of Jackson, First Judicial District, Hinds County Mississippi
the Record Plat of which is filed in Plat Book 10 at Page 20 of the Hinds County
Land Records for the First Judicial District, said point being on the South line of
the right-of-way for Douglas Drive and proceed thence:

S11° 14’ 44”E along the West line of Lots 1 and 4 of Hazlevern Heights for 572.30
feet to a point on the North line of the property conveyed to Dorothy D. Johnson
by the Warranty Deed filed in Deed Book 2554 at page 320 and Deed Book
2552 at page 693 of the Hinds County Land Records for the First Judicial Dis-
trict; thence, S 80° 16’ 17"W along the North line of the above cited Dorothy D.
Johnson property for 200.0 feet to a point on the East line of Lot 26 of Eastwood
Place, Part 2, a subdivision in Section 24, T6N/RIE, the City of Jackson, First
Judicial District, Hinds County Mississippi the Record Plat of which is filed in
Plat Book 21 at Page 6 of the Hinds County Land Records for the First Judicial
District; thence,

N 11° 19’ 00"W along the East line of Lots 26, 25, and 24 of Eastwood Place, Part
2 for 315.81 feet; thence,

N 78° 41’ E for 140.33 feet; thence,

N 11°14’ 44"W for 274.64 feet to a point on the South line of the right-of-way for
Douglas Drive; thence,

S 79° 40’ E along the South line of the right-of-way for Douglas Drive for 65.51
feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING

Said application was heard by the City Planning Board on Wednesday, August 24,
2022 with a recommendation to deny. The applicant has filed an Appeal of the rec-
ommendation of the Planning Board. The Case will be heard at the City Council’s
Zoning Meeting in the Council Chambers, First Floor, City Hall, 219 S. President
Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 2:30 p.m., on Monday, October 17, 2022.

Said application was heard by the City Planning Board on Wednesday, August
24, 2022 with a recommendation to deny. The applicant has filed an Appeal of
the recommendation of the Planning Board. The Case will be heard at the City
Council’'s Zoning Meeting in the Council Chambers, First Floor, City Hall, 219 S.
President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 2:30 p.m., on Monday, October 17,
2022.

WITNESS my signature this 30th day of September 2022.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi
9/29/2022, 10/13/2022

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPEAL FOR A REZONING AND A USE PERMIT
ZONING CASE NO. 4183

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or
in any way affected thereby, that Luxe Homes, LLC has filed with the Plan-
ning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning
from R-1A (Single-Family) Residential to R-2 (Single-Family & Two-Family)
Residential District to allow for the construction of a 2-unit town house devel-
opment for the property located on Parcel 507-2 (formerly 5016 Old Canton
Rd) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more
particularly described as:

Lot 1, Briarwood Addition, Part 1, a subdivision according to a map or plat
thereof which is on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 17 at page 26, reference
to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description

Said application was heard by the City Planning Board on Wednesday, Au-
gust 24, 2022 with a recommendation to deny. The applicant has filed an Ap-
peal of the recommendation of the Planning Board. The Case will be heard
at the City Council’s Zoning Meeting in the Council Chambers, First Floor,
City Hall, 219 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 2:30 p.m., on
Monday, October 17, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 30th day of September 2022.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator

City of Jackson, Mississippi

9/29/2022, 10/13/2022
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NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of
the City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 4th,
2022, for the purchase of certain City-owned property: parcel 189- 29 located
at 400 E. Silas Brown Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bidding for the property
will start at $25,000.00. The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together
with the right of ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For
additional information or for a “bid form”, contact Vic Sexton at (601) 960 1055
or e-mail vsexton@city.jackson.ms.us.

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and de-
livered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S.
President St. Jackson, Mississippi 39201). The outside of the envelope must
be plainly marked to identify the parcel number being bid on along with the
bidder’s name. Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will
be opened on Tuesday, October 4th, 2022 at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Cham-
bers at City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.

Preferential preference will be granted to all equivalent high bidders that sub-
mitted an application to the Surplus Property Committee. If multiple equiva-
lent high bidders submitted applications, a re-bid process utilizing the Best
and Final Offer (BAFO) between those bidders will be granted to determine
a winner. If multiple equivalent high bidders persist after BAFO, the re-bid
process will be repeated, if necessary, until a sole high bidder is certified.

If multiple equivalent high bidders did not submit applications to the Sur-
plus Property Committee, a re-bid process utilizing the Best and Final Of-
fer (BAFO) between those bidders will be granted to determine a winner. If
multiple equivalent high bidders persist after BAFO, the re-bid process will be
repeated, if necessary, until a sole high bidder is certified.

If multiple equivalent high bidders consist of, one equivalent high bidder that
submitted an application to the Surplus Property Committee and the other
equivalent high bidder(s) that did not submit an application to the Surplus
Property Committee, preferential preference will be granted to the bidder that
submitted an application to the Surplus Property Committee.

City reserves the right to reject any and all bids
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

9/15/2022 9/22/2022 9/29/2022

LEGAL

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes governing
the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle will be sold for repair
and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

2016 Nissan Altima

Vin # 1N4AL3AP4GC13114
Registered to Lucille Cooper
Lien Holder Ally Financial
Date of Sale: October 7, 2022

Place of Sale: Rapid Body Shop 429 US Hwy 80 — Jackson, MS 39201- Rapid
Body Shop
Time of Sale: 8:00 a.m.

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and all bids.

9/22/22, 9/29/22, 10/6/22
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Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes governing
the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle will be sold for repair
and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

1994 Mazda Truck

Vin # 4F4ACR16X2RTM4965

Registered to Antoine Catherine

Lien Holder Southern Import Specialists
Date of Sale: October 7, 2022

Place of Sale: Rapid Body Shop 429 US Hwy 80 — Jackson, MS 39201- Rapid
Body Shop
Time of Sale: 8:00 a.m.

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and all bids.

9/22/22, 9/29/22, 10/6/22

LEGAL

NOTICE TO BIDDERS: Rental of Golf Carts & Recreation Equipment
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi
RFP NO. 98141-101822

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson,
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must
be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, October 18th, 2022 at which time said
bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President
Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

65 Golf Carts Model with GPS Cart Control
2 Utility Carts with GPS Cart Control

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of
bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance
with House Bill No. 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in
Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and
equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City. As
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application,
with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by au-
thority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the
City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being
awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Pro-
gram, please contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638.
Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO
Program are available with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South
President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.
Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net
price in accordance with specifications. The award could be according to the
lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all
or part of any proposal. Delivery time may be considered when evaluating
the bid proposal. In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that
the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items,
or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the
proposal form. Absence of such statement means the City will make that
determination during the bid review.

Monica Oliver, Acting Purchasing Manager
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1025

9/29/2022, 10/6/2022

New fleet of vans

12 & 1

D passenger vans

Unbeatable prices
Unlimited miles
Church /7 business trips
Family vacation & more
Cash or credit cards

- JACKSON, MS 39209 -
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE

A $300 SPECIAL
OFFER!*
| (844) 355-7099

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!*

Need Help Getting
Social Security
Disability Benefi

FIGHTING FOR YOUR

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS
FOR OVER 25 YEARS!

You Could Be Eligible To Receive:
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* We simplify the process & strive
for quick claim approval

« Starting the process is easy and
takes only minutes to complete

Bill Gordon &

ide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration. Member of the

associated attorneys licensed in other states.

TV-EARS

ommended TV Speaker™

A Better Way
to Hear TV"®

Voice Clarifying Wireless
TV Speaker™

Works better than
a Soundbar!

$50 OFF

USE CODE MBSP50

833-994-0778

Pick Up

THE Mississipp LINK

AT THE FoLLOWING LOCATIONS:

JACKSON

BULLY’S RESTAURANT

3118 Livingston Road

CASH & CARRY

Capitol Street and Monument Street
CITY HALL

219 S President St

GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road

DOLLAR GENERAL

3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL

2030 N Siwell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL

4331 Highway 80W

DOLLAR GENERAL

5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

DOLLAR GENERAL

1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)

DOLLAR GENERAL

304 Briarwood Dr

DOLLAR GENERAL

2855 McDowell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL

104 Terry Rd

J & AFUEL STORES

3249 Medgar Evers Bivd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S MARKET
Northside Drive

MCDADE’S MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall

350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART

5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE

Fortification and 1-55

MURPHY USA

6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE

Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS

380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

CANTON

A&l

716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B&B

702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE

3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE

Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART

743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY

Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN

285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS

K & K ONE STOP

110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE

421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP

257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY

22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

BYRAM

DOLLAR GENERAL

125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
HAVIOR'S AUTO CARE

5495 |-55 South Frontage Road

VOWELL'S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road

CITY HALL

Terry Road

CLINTON
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

TERRY

SERVICE STATION

at Exit 78

CITY HALL

West Cunningham Avenue

RAYMOND

HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER

505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY

122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS

LOVE FOOD MART

120 E. Main Street,

Raymond, MS

RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL

110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE

UTICA
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18

PITT STOP

101 Hwy 18 & 27

BOLTON
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL
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MCAN

Mississippi Classified Advertising Network

To place your statewide classified ad order, call MS Press Services at 601 -981-30&80 =

Classes / Training

Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku Solution
6ls|ols|1]|3]2]4]7
7]4]5]9]|2]8]3]|6]1
3|/1]2]4[e]|7]5]8]9
s|e|8]1|7]4]9]2]3
2lol1]8[3]|5]4]|7(6
al3|7]sel9]2]8]1]5
1]5]3]2]8[6]7]9]4
g|l7]|e]3[4]9]1]5]2
9[2]4|7[5]1]e[3]8

COMPUTER and IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-970-0059 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET). Computer with internet is
required.

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Office
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained,
Certified and ready to work in months!
Call 888-709-3198. (M-F 8am-6pm ET).
Computer with internet is required.

LANDOWNERS - LEASING YOUR
LAND TO HUNTERS? Double your
income with Base Camp Leasing’s
hunters and reduce risk with FREE $5M

liability insurance. Call for a free quote
(888) 871-1982

For Sale

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
today with a GENERAC Home Standby
Generator. $0 Money Down plus low
monthly payment options. Request a FREE
QUOTE - Call now before the next power
outage: 1-844-316-8630

THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare
for power outages and power your home.
Full installation services available. $0
Down Financing Option. Request a FREE,
no obligation, quote today. Call 1-844-
355-7099.

TROUBLE HEARING YOUR TV? Try
TV EARS - Voice Clarifying Wireless TV
Speaker. Better than a soundbar and/or
turning the TV volume way up. Special,
limited time $50 off offer. Call TV Ears.
Use code MBSP50. Call 1-833-994-0778

Home Improvement

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeaofFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior and
Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-1028

Services-Legal

LANDOWNERS - LEASING YOUR
LAND TO HUNTERS? Double your
income with Base Camp Leasing’s hunter
and reduce risk with FREE $5M liability
insurance. Call for a free quote (888)
871-1982

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not waitl Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1-855-397-720425
www.dental50plus.com/mspress #6258
SAVE MONEY ON YOUR HEALTH
INSURANCE! Affordable rate on Health
Insurance. Let us show you want you can
save. Call  now! 833-983-
3606

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-

tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

Services-General

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143

Services-Financial

THE COVID CRISIS has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans.
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can
help! Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call 1-
855-657-2412

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY or Appealing a Denied
Claim?2 Call Bill Gordon and Assoc. Our
case managers simplify the process and
work hard to help with your case. Call 1-
855-746-6457. FREE Consultation. Local
Attorneys Nationwide (Mail: 2420 N. St.
NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.))

Services-Medical

STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR
DISEASE are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-855-393-
5067.

Make It Happen
With
Classified Advertising

STATEWIDE RATES:

Up to 25 words........... $210
1 col. x 2 inch............. $525
1 col. x 3 inch............. $785
1 col. x 4 inch........... $1050

Call MS Press Services
601-981-3060

Week of September 25, 2022
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We are proud
supporters of
students and
educators
everywhere.

JPS Principals of the Month
for September 2022

John Johnson

JPS Newswire

Jackson Public Schools (JPS)
identified four principals that
were chosen as Principals of
the Month for September 2022.
They were identified as lead-
ers that have gone above and
beyond to provide an excel-
lent educational experience for
scholars while creating safe and
inclusive spaces for their schol-
ars and staff. They are:

Elementary Division I John
Johnson, Obama Magnet El-
ementary

Johnson is described as a
student-focused  instructional
leader dedicated to creating pos-
itive learning environments and
making a positive difference in
scholars’ lives. He previously
served as an assistant principal
at Marshall Elementary in Jack-
son Public Schools. For more
than a decade, he worked as a
building administrator serving
public school systems in cen-
tral Mississippi, including the
Canton Public School District,
Scott County School District
and Vicksburg-Warren School
District. He started his career
as a 6th-grade English teacher
at Bettye Mae Jack Middle
School in Morton, Mississippi.
Johnson has adapted his leader-
ship and administrative abilities
to a range of roles throughout
his 20-year educational career.
He has assumed responsibility
for everything from directing
athletics programs to creating
and promoting a schoolwide
vision as an elementary school
principal. He has experience in
coordinating safety programs,
textbook adoptions, and pro-
fessional development train-

Ty

Guyneisha Johnson

ing, and working with parents
as a representative of several
schools’ parent-teacher organi-
zations.

Johnson holds a Bachelor of
Arts degree in English from
Tougaloo College, a Master of
Arts degree in educational ad-
ministration and supervision
from Jackson State University,
and an education specialist de-
gree in instructional leadership
from William Carey University.

Elementary Division 1I
Guyneisha Johnson, Johnson
Elementary

Johnson has been the princi-
pal of Johnson Elementary since
July 2019. She has led Johnson
Elementary School from an un-
derperforming school to a suc-
cessful school. She previously
served as an assistant principal
at Quitman County Elementary
in the Quitman County School
District. She began her career
in 2008 as a 3rd-grade teacher
at James C. Rosser Elementary
School in Moorechead, Missis-
sippi. As she moved up from
math coach to assistant princi-
pal, she gained experience im-
plementing the Positive Behav-
ior Interventions and Supports
Program for Quitman County
Elementary. Over the course of
her career, she has elevated the
profession through her involve-
ment in Teach for America.

Johnson has a Bachelor of
Arts degree in history and Af-
rican American studies from
Gustavus Adolphus College in
St. Peter, Minnesota, a Master
of Arts in organizational lead-
ership from Teachers College
at Columbia University in New
York, and a Specialist in educa-

Paula Epps

tion for curriculum and instruc-
tion from Arkansas State Uni-
versity in Jonesboro.

Middle School Division
Paula Epps, Whitten Middle

Epps is the head administra-
tor for Whitten Middle School.
She has served in the field of
public education for over fif-
teen years. In 2002, she began
her teaching career as a middle
school math teacher in Jackson
Public Schools. For seven years,
she served the students at Hinds
County School District as a
teacher support team coordina-
tor and assistant principal. In
2016, she returned to the Jack-
son Public School District and
served as assistant principal at
Cardozo Middle School. Cur-
rently, she serves as principal
at Whitten Preparatory Middle
School.

Epps received her formal
educational training at Jackson
Public Schools. She completed
undergraduate studies at Jack-
son State University and later
obtained master’s and special-
ist’s degrees from Belhaven
University and Mississippi Col-
lege, respectively. Presently, she
is pursuing a doctorate in educa-
tional leadership at Mississippi
College.

High School Division Dr.
Shemeka  Sutton-McClung,
Callaway High

Shemeka  Sutton-McClung
is the academic leader of Cal-
laway High School. She most
recently worked for Pearson
Virtual Schools, where she led
a team of analysts devoted to
providing services in both aca-
demic and socialization areas
for student academic growth

Dr. Shemeka Sutton-McClung

and personal development. Pri-
or to joining the Pearson fam-
ily, she served as the director
of institutional research, plan-
ning, and assessment at Jackson
State University. While at JSU,
she served in various leadership
roles and capacities, including
university —accreditation and
strategic planning. Her previous
tenure in the district includes
serving as director of student
support, principal and assistant
principal of Lanier High School
and classroom teacher at Cal-
laway, Lanier and Wingfield
High Schools. As a district and
school leader, she led various
projects and initiatives, includ-
ing administration and supervi-
sion of personnel, curriculum
and instruction, professional
development, school finance,
student development, and test-
ing and assessment. As a special
note, her career began in the
Jackson Public School District,
where she taught various sci-
ence subjects, including biolo-
gy, botany, chemistry, genetics,
human anatomy & physiology
and physics, just to name a few.

Dr. McClung’s specialties
lie in the areas of data analy-
sis, instructional leadership,
professional development,
school management and student
growth.

Dr. McClung holds a Bache-
lor of Science degree in biology
from Jackson State University.
She completed her Master of
Science in teaching, Special-
ist in educational leadership &
supervision, and Doctorate of
philosophy in educational lead-
ership & supervision degrees at
Jackson State University.

Approximately 466,000
Mississippi children

to receive P-EBT
benefits this fall

JPS Newswire

The Mississippi Depart-
ment of Education (MDE) and
the Mississippi Department
of Human Services (MDHS)
have received federal approval
to distribute Pandemic EBT
(P-EBT) benefits to approxi-
mately 466,000 Mississippi
children who participated in
the National School Lunch
Program or were under six (6)
and received SNAP benefits
during the 2021-22 school
year or summer 2022 months.

In addition to the K-12 P-
EBT benefit distributed in
prior years, children under age
six (6) who received SNAP
benefits during the 2021-22
school year or summer of 2022
have been approved to receive
P-EBT benefits. An estimated
90,000 additional Mississippi
children will receive benefits
this year with the addition of
SNAP under age six (6) chil-
dren.

Children under six (6) who
were members of an active
SNAP case between August
2021 and July 2022 in Mis-
sissippi will receive one-time
P-EBT benefits based on how
many months they received
SNAP benefits. To view a table
of benefit amounts, please visit
the MDHS P-EBT webpage
(https://www.mdhs.ms.gov/
pandemic-ebt-p-ebt/). Federal
rules set these benefit amounts.

Families of students in K-12
who were eligible for the Na-
tional School Lunch Program
during the 2021-22 school
year will receive a $391 one-
time benefit for each child
enrolled in the program. Eligi-
bility for students enrolled in
a Mississippi school is deter-
mined solely by their eligibil-
ity for Free or Reduced Priced
Lunch under the National
School Lunch Program at their
school during the 2021-22
school year. Virtual or in-per-
son learning modes will not be
considered in determining eli-
gibility or benefit amount.

P-EBT benefits can be used
to purchase SNAP-eligible
food items at stores that accept
Electronic Benefit Transfer
(EBT) cards. All eligible chil-

dren will be issued a new P-
EBT card. For K-12 students,
the P-EBT card will be mailed
to the address provided by the
child’s 2021-22 school district.
For SNAP Under 6 children,
the P-EBT card will be mailed
to the family’s most updated
address on file with the SNAP
program.

Although all public-school
children could access free
meals during the 2021-22
school year, P-EBT benefits
are limited to those deemed
eligible for free or reduced-
priced lunch under the Na-
tional School Lunch Program
by application or through ei-
ther a school with Community
Eligibility Provision status or a
Provision 2 school.

Completing an application
for free or reduced-price lunch
during the 2022-23 school year
will NOT make a child eligible
for 2022 P-EBT benefits.

Before distribution of bene-
fits to Mississippi children and
families, MDHS and MDE
must undertake administrative
processes to ensure accurate
distribution of funds:

MDHS and MDE will work
with school districts to gather
student information. There-
fore, it is extremely important
that all JPS parents register
their children for school for
this benefit.

MDHS anticipates the dis-
tribution of these one-time P-
EBT benefits in October 2022.

Eligible families are encour-
aged to monitor /www.mdhs.
ms.gov/pandemic-ebt-p-ebt/
for additional updates, includ-
ing information about a time-
frame for the arrival of ben-
efits, address updates, and call
center operations.

For more information,
please call the Mississippi De-
partment of Human Services at
601.359.4500.

MDE and MDHS oversee
the distribution of P-EBT ben-
efits in Mississippi. The U.S.
Department of Agriculture,
Food and Nutrition Service
administers the program at the
federal level.

® URCE: Mississip  De-
pr tment of Hm an 8 rvices

Hinds CC names 2022 Homecoming queen

Special to the Mississippi Link

Sophomore Shanya Butler of
New Hebron was crowned 2022
Homecoming queen at Hinds
Community College September
22.

Crowning her was last year’s
Homecoming queen Erianna

Gibbs of Vicksburg. Her escort
was Michael Johnson.

Butler, who takes classes on-
line, is the daughter of Teresa and
Lonnie Butler. She is a graduate
of Mendenhall High School.

At Hinds she is studying el-
ementary education. She serves

as a senator for the Raymond
Campus Student Government As-
sociation. She is a member of Phi
Theta Kappa and a member of
Collegiate and Harmony Choirs.
She is a resident assistant in Da-
vis Hall.

With six campuses in central

Mississippi, Hinds Community
College is a comprehensive insti-
tution offering quality, affordable
educational opportunities with
academic programs of study lead-
ing to seamless university trans-
fer and career and technical pro-
grams teaching job-ready skills.

ll-L" i1 i‘ll.
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Shanya Butler being crowned Homecoming Queen by Erianna Gibb
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W Mississippi Valley State strikes
first but not often as JSU cruises

By Timothy Ward
Sports Writer

Hosting their second home
game of the season, the Jackson
State Tigers rolled to an easy vic-
tory over Mississippi Valley State
University, 49 to 7.

Valley came out confident, go-
ing 75 yards and scoring in 3 plays,
giving the Delta Devil fans hope
and bragging rights. Well at least
for about two minutes. Stunned by
the Delta Devils scoring, let alone
so quickly, Jackson State’s offense
came out firing back at Valley.
Quarterback Shedeur Sanders con-
nected with wide receiver Willie
Gaines for a 42 yard touchdown.

Sanders had 3 more touchdown
passes in his record setting day.
He completed 40 of 51 passes for
438 yards with 4 touchdowns and
1 interception. The pass attempts
and competitions were a career
high for Sanders.

Dallas Daniels was the recipient
of 10 passes from Sanders totalling
142 yards. His longest catch of the
game went for 36 yards. Shane
Hooks hauled in 7 passes for 57
yards. Hooks’ one handed catch
was shown on ESPN last week.
The success of the passing game
meant limited touches for the run-
ning backs.

Despite few touches this week,
the running game still managed
to gain 200 yards. Santee Mar-
shall ran 6 times for 118 yards and
Sy’veon Wilkerson rushed 9 times
for 55 yards and 1 touchdown.

For Mississippi Valley, quarter-

/

ZAGK WALLAGE
Hinds County Circuit Clerk

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Circuit Clerk's Office

P.O.BOX 327

back Jamari Jones did not have a
good game passing. Jones would
only complete 3 of 12 passes for
36 yards with 1 touchdown and
1 interception. Hurried plenty of
times, but only sacked twice, Jones
did his damage on the ground.
Jones would run with the ball, 9
times for 71 yards. His longest run
of the day was for 42 yards. Caleb
Johnson ran the ball 11 times for
65 yards.

The Darkside Defense put their
stamp on the game holding the
Delta Devils to only 217 yards
of total offense. After that initial
shock on the first drive, the de-
fense buckled down frustrating
the Devils the entire game. Late in
the 3rd quarter, John Huggins in-
tercepted a Jamari Jones pass and
returned it for a touchdown.

Jackson State rolled to a 49-7
victory, but it wasn’t as dominant
as some of their other wins.

Jackson State reeled off 49
points after Valley scored their
lone touchdown. Just as the Gram-
bling game, JSU started the game
slowly but finished with domi-
nance. This week is a BYE week
for Jackson State giving play-
ers like Shilo Sanders and Travis
Hunter more time to heal.

Shedeur Sanders continues to
rack up SWAC Offensive Player
of the Week awards, capturing
another for his game Saturday.
Through 4 games, Sanders is com-
pleting 75% of his passes for 1394
yards and 14 touchdowns. He
threw his first interception of the

PHOTOS BY TIM WARD

season against Mississippi Val-
ley State. Heisman trophy worthy
numbers to some.

Jackson State will play again
October 8 against Alabama State
in Montgomery, Alabama. It’s Ala-
bama State’s homecoming. Cleary
they picked the wrong school for
homecoming.

Coach Deion Sanders said,
“I love the fact that we’re going
to play Alabama State for their
homecoming, I love it. Quote me.”
Should be interesting. ..

Services of the Clerk:
* Civil'Criminal Filings of Circuit and

County Court
* Marriage License

* Medical License
* Voter Registration/Absentee Voting

VOTER INFORMATION

Verify/Update your Registration Today

JSU Running Back Santee Marshall gained 118 yards on 6 carries

* You must be registered 30 days before
the Election.
* Absentee Voting begins 45 days before

Jackson, MS 39205
Phone: (601) 968-6628
Fax: (601) 973-5547
Jury Duly Recording: the Election

First Judicial District

(601) 969-0052 MARRIAGE INFORMATION

SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT * Marriage License: $36.00

Circuit Clerk's Office
P.O. Box 999
Raymond, MS 39154
Phone; (601) 857-8038
Fax: (601) 857-0535

o Both applicants must come to the
Circuit Clerk's office together to
apply

0 Proof of age must be provided in
the form of Driver's License, Birth
Certificate or other legal document
which contains name and date of
birth,

Jury Duty Recording:
Second Judicial District
(601) B57-8849

Office Hours:
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday
(Except on legal holiday)

Website: www.hindscountyms.com

JSU wide receiver Willie Gaines

JSU quarterback Shedeur Sanders looking for a
receiver

JSU Head Coach Deion Sanders speaks to his
defense

3
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PRESS ROOM: ‘Hear Her’
campaign addresses health
Inequities among pregnant

and postpartum people

By Wanda Barfield, MD, MPH
Director of the Division of Repro-
ductive Health, CDC

The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
(CDC)’s Hear Her campaign
raises awareness of potentially
life-threatening warning signs
during and after pregnancy
and encourages the people
supporting pregnant and post-
partum people to really listen
when they express concerns.

Valencia, one of the wom-
en featured in the campaign,
talked about her experience
with a  pregnancy-related
complication. During her first
pregnancy, Valencia struggled
with headaches and dizziness.
When she reported worsening
symptoms, she felt like no one
took her seriously. “I didn’t
know who to talk to and wasn’t
sure how to speak up for my-
self)” she recalled. It was her
primary care provider who fi-
nally helped her get the care
she needed.

Valencia is among the many
people who face serious health
complications during and af-
ter pregnancy. CDC launched
Hear Her to raise awareness of
the potentially life-threatening
warning signs during and in
the year after pregnancy.

Too many people die from
pregnancy-related complica-
tions each year. Tragically,
four in five of these deaths
could be prevented. There are
considerable racial disparities
when it comes to pregnancy-
related deaths. Black and
American Indian/Alaska Na-
tive women are two to three
times more likely to die of
pregnancy-related causes than

Barfield

white women.

A number of factors contrib-
ute to the maternal mortality
rate among black and Ameri-
can Indian/Alaska  Native
women. Structural racism and
implicit bias can play a role in
the disparity. For example, de-
layed prenatal care initiation is
associated with personal expe-
riences of bias and racism.

Protective factors also do not
seem to convey the same risk
reduction for some minority
populations. For example, we
see persistent disparities in
maternal mortality, regardless
of educational attainment. In
addition, access to quality care
can be an issue. For example,
it has been found that hospitals
that disproportionately cared
for black women at delivery
had increased poor outcomes
for both black and white wom-
en in those hospitals.

To address racial and ethnic
disparities in maternal mortal-
ity, CDC supports the work of
Maternal Mortality Review
Committees around the coun-
try to get quality data about
the circumstances surrounding
a pregnancy-related death, in-
cluding the documentation of

bias, discrimination and rac-
ism. These data are used by
committees to make recom-
mendations to prevent future
pregnancy-related deaths and
are also used by CDC to better
understand maternal mortality
across the nation.

A better understanding of
pregnancy-related deaths can
lead to identifying the initia-
tives that will have the most
impact. Standardized quality
care can ensure the right care
in the right places at the right
time for women. And high-
quality care doesn’t end at
delivery. It should extend into
the postpartum period up to a
year after delivery, when about
a third of pregnancy-related
deaths occur.

Many pregnant and postpar-
tum people may feel ignored or
dismissed when sharing their
concerns, which may make
them hesitant to ask questions
or speak up. Not fully listening
may cause healthcare provid-
ers to miss warning signs that
require urgent care. Hear Her
encourages partners, friends,
family, and healthcare profes-
sionals to really listen when a
person says something doesn’t
feel right. Acting quickly could
save their life.

For more information, visit
cdc.gov/HearHer.

Wanda Barfield, MD, MPH,
FAAP, is the director of the Di-
vision of Reproductive Health
(DRH) within the National
Center for Chronic Disease
Prevention and Health Promo-
tion (NCCDPHP) at the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC).

Mass incarceration continues to impact our brothers, sisters,
mothers, sons and daughters, neighbors and friends. Research
has shown that labels like criminal, felon, inmate, offender,
and convict bias the public against people who have been
incarcerated and make it harder to enact policies that will
make our country more just and safe for everyone.

We must drop the harmful language. Our families deserve
better. Our communities deserve better. Put #PeopleFirst

TO LEARN MORE VISIT FWD.US/PECPLEFIRST.

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE
District Professional Develop Day

Hinds County School District hosted a District Professional Develop Day. The day was very
successful and great information was shared with all administrators and staff. Flowers were
presented to Superintendent Dr. Delesicia Martin for her hard work in making Hinds County the
best. The day ended with a pep rally presented by the cheerleaders and the bands of Terry High
and Raymond High Schools. It was a great Day!
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U.S. Congressman Be!
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The most impactful
way to participate
in our democracy is
by exercising your
right to vote.

If you aren’t already
registered to vote or need
to update your information
visit https://www.usa.gov/
register-to-vote. |

RE-ELECT Bennie Thompson bennie_thompson@bellsouth.net
Don’t forgel‘ to Votelll (601)866-9100 or 1(866)423-6643 Paid for by Friends of Bennie Thompson

November 8, 2022 benniethompson.com





