
Ab o u t  t w o  
h u n d r e d  r e s i d e n t s  
g a t h e r e d  a t  6  p . m .  
M o n d a y  a t  Ca d e  
Ch a p e l  M i s s i o n -

a r y  B a p t i s t  Ch u r c h  t o  d i s c u s s  
J a c k s o n ’ s  w a t e r  c r i s i s .  T h e  
e v e n t  w a s  s p o n s o r e d  j o i n t l y  
b y  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  St a t e  Co n -
f e r e n c e  o f  N AACP  a n d  t h e  
N AACP ,  f e a t u r e d  s e v e r a l  
s p e a k e r s  a n d  a  h i g h l y  e n g a g e d  
a u d i e n c e .

N u m e r o u s  p u b l i c  a n d  e l e c t -
ed offi cials were in attendance 
i n c l u d i n g  De r r i c k  J o h n s o n ,  
N a t i o n a l  P r e s i d e n t  o f  N AACP ,  
St a t e  Se n a t o r s  H i l l m a n  Fr a -
z i e r  a n d  Da v i d  B l o u n t ,  St a t e  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  So l l i e  N o r -
w o o d  a n d  Ch r i s t o p h e r  B e l l ,  
H i n d s  Co u n t y  Su p e r v i s o r s  
V e r n  G a v i n  a n d  Da v i d  Ar c h i e ,  
J a c k s o n  Ci t y  Co u n c i l  m e m b e r  
An g e l i q u e  Le e ,  J a c k s o n  P u b -
l i c  Sc h o o l s  Su p e r i n t e n d e n t  Dr .  
Errick L. Greene, Dr. Safi ya 
O m a r i  –  Ch i e f  o f  St a f f  f o r  
J a c k s o n  M a y o r  Ch o k w e  An t a r  
Lu m u m b a ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e ,  o u r  
o w n  J a c k s o n  N AACP  P r e s i -
d e n t  De l o r i s  Le e ,  a n d  m a n y  
m o r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  m e m -
b e r s  o f  Is l a m i c  R e l i e f  U SA 
w h o  o f f e r e d  t h e i r  o n g o i n g  
s u p p o r t  t o  J a c k s o n  r e s i d e n t s .

Ch a r l e s  T a y l o r ,  e x e c u -
t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  M i s s i s -
s i p p i  Co n f e r e n c e  i n t r o d u c e d  
t h e  s p e a k e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
9 0 - m i n u t e  m e e t i n g ,  b e g i n -
n i n g  a f t e r  a n  o p e n i n g  p r a y e r  
f r o m  Dr .  Sh i r l e y  H a r r i n g t o n .  
In  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  f r a m -
i n g  o f  t h e  i s s u e ,  h e  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  “ t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  J a c k s o n  
h a v e  d o n e  t h e i r  d u e  d i l i g e n c e  
t h r o u g h  s e v e r a l  a d m i n i s t r a -
t i o n s  t o  d o  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  c a n  
t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  i n f r a s t r u c -
t u r e  i s  w h e r e  i t  n e e d s  t o  b e …
f r o m  m y  v a n t a g e  p o i n t ,  u n f o r -
t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  s t a t e  o f  M i s s i s -
s i p p i  h a s  d o n e  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  
c a n  t o  d o  t h e  o p p o s i t e . ”

Dr .  O m a r i  t h a n k e d  t h e  g a t h -
e r i n g  f o r  t h e i r  a t t e n d a n c e  a n d  

s t r e s s e d  t h a t  w e  w a n t  t o  h e a r  
w h a t  y o u  h a v e  t o  s a y  –  “ t o  
s p e a k  t o  y o u r  f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  
t h i s  c u r r e n t  w a t e r  s i t u a t i o n ,  
h o w  y o u  f e e l  a b o u t  s o m e  o f  
the plans that have been fl oat-
e d  a r o u n d  a s  r u m o r s ,  a n d  w e  
h o p e  t o  t a k e  t h a t  a w a y  a n d  
w o r k  w i t h  y o u  i n  f a s h i o n i n g  
a  s t r o n g  l o n g - t e r m  s o l u t i o n  t o  
J a c k s o n ’ s  l o n g  s t a n d i n g  w a t e r  
i s s u e s . ”  

G o r d o n  J a c k s o n ,  e n v i r o n -
m e n t  j u s t i c e  c h a i r m a n  f o r  t h e  
M i s s i s s i p p i  St a t e  Co n f e r e n c e ,  
t r a v e l l e d  f r o m  B i l o x i  f o r  t h e  
e v e n t .  J a c k s o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k -
i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c l i m a t e  
j u s t i c e  i s s u e s  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .  
H e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  i s s u e s  
a r e  o f t e n  o v e r l o o k e d ,  b u t  t h a t  
t h e  p e o p l e  a r e  w o r t h  i t ,  a n d  t h e  
fi ght will continue. He urged 
p e o p l e  g o  t o  www.naacp.org
a n d  c l i c k  o n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n -
tal justice tab to fi nd a plethora 
o f  r e p o r t s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  
t h e  w o r k  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  
a n d  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  d o n e .

De r r i c k  J o h n s o n ,  w h o  r e -
s i d e s  i n  J a c k s o n ,  m i n c e d  n o  
w o r d s  –  “ T h i s  i s  n o t  a  n e w  
p r o b l e m ,  t h i s  i s  a  s y s t e m i c  
p r o b l e m  c a r i e d  o v e r  f r o m  a d -
m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
–  w h a t ’ s  i m p o r t a n t  i s  t h a t  i t ’ s  
a n  i n t e n t i o n a l  a t t e m p t  t o  s t a r v e  
t h e  a s s e t  o f  r e s o u r c e s . ”  

“ W a t e r  i s  m a i n t a i n e d  
t h r o u g h  f e d e r a l  m o n i e s ,  a n d  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  
s t r u c t u r e  o f  g o v e r n a n c e ,  f e d -
e r a l  f u n d s  f r o m  t h e  EP A c o m e  
t o  t h e  s t a t e  b a s e d  u p o n  a  p l a n  
t h e  s t a t e  s u b m i t s  t o  t h e  f e d -
e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a s  t o  h o w  
t h e  f u n d s  w i l l  b e  u s e d .  O n c e  
i t  g e t s  i n t o  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  c o f f e r s ,  
t h e n  t h e  s t a t e  d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  
a l l o c a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  f u n d s . ”

Y e a r s  a n d  y e a r s  o f  d i s i n -
v e s t m e n t  h a s  b r o u g h t  o n  t h i s  
d i l e m m a .

“ It  i s  a  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
a  d e l i b e r a t e  a t t e m p t ,  t h a t  s t i l l  
g o e s  o n  t o d a y ,  o f  d e n y i n g  r e -
s o u r c e s .  O v e r  a n d  o v e r  h e  r e -

W h e n  Dr .  B e n j a m i n  F.  Ch a -
v i s  J r .  a r r i v e d  i n  W a r r e n  Co u n t y  
4 0  y e a r s  a g o ,  t h e  O x f o r d  n a t i v e  
h a d  n o  i n t e n t i o n  o f  g o i n g  t o  j a i l  
a g a i n .  Ch a v i s ,  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r  g r o u p ,  T h e  
W i l m i n g t o n  1 0 ,  h a d  s e r v e d  n e a r -
l y  a  d e c a d e  a f t e r  f a l s e  a l l e g a t i o n s  
a g a i n s t  h i m  a n d  f e l l o w  a c t i v i s t s .

N o w ,  t h e  M a r t i n  Lu t h e r  K i n g  
J r .  d i s c i p l e  k n e w  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  
W a r r e n  Co u n t y  n e e d e d  a  v o i c e .

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a d  d e t e r -
m i n e d  t h e  p r e d o m i n a t e  b l a c k  
a r e a  a s  t h e  b e s t  p l a c e  f o r  P o l y -
c h l o r i n a t e d  B i p h e n y l s  ( P CB s ) ,  a  
t o x i n  t h a t  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  r a t e s  o f  
v a r i o u s  c a n c e r s .

P o l i c e  q u i c k l y  d e t a i n e d  t h o s e  
p r o t e s t i n g  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  d e c i s i o n  t o  
a l l o w  t h e  t o x i n s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  O v e r  
s i x  w e e k s ,  m o r e  t h a n  5 0 0  p e o p l e  
s u f f e r e d  a r r e s t s  f o r  p r o t e s t i n g  t h e  
P CB s .  P o l i c e  g r a b b e d  Ch a v i s  o n  
t h e  w a y  t o  t h e  p r o t e s t .

“ I t h i n k  I’ m  t h e  o n l y  p e r -
s o n  t o  g o  t o  j a i l  f o r  d r i v i n g  t o o  
s l o w , ”  Ch a v i s  t o l d  a  l a r g e  a n d  
l i v e l y  g a t h e r i n g  a t  Du k e  U n i v e r -
s i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  o b s e r v a n c e  o f  t h e  
4 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  p r o t e s t s  
t h a t  s p a r k e d  t h e  b i r t h  o f  t h e  e n v i -
r o n m e n t a l  j u s t i c e  m o v e m e n t .

“ B u t  t h e r e  I w a s ,  b a c k  i n  a  
j a i l  c e l l  f o r  p r o t e s t i n g  w i t h  t h e  
o t h e r s , ”  h e  s t a t e d .  Ch a v i s ,  t h e  
f o r m e r  N AACP  p r e s i d e n t  a n d  
c u r r e n t  p r e s i d e n t  a n d  CEO  o f  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  N e w s p a p e r  P u b l i s h -
e r s  As s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e n  c o i n e d  t h e  
t e r m  “ e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r a c i s m , ”  
w h i c h  r e s o n a t e s  4 0  y e a r s  l a t e r .

“ T h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  
w o u l d  p i c k  t h i s  c o u n t y  o f  a l l  t h e  
1 0 0  c o u n t i e s  i n  N o r t h  Ca r o l i n a  
a s  a  d u m p i n g  s i t e  w a s  u n t h i n k -
a b l e , ”  s t a t e d  Ch a v i s ,  w h o s e  s t a r t  
i n  c i v i l  r i g h t s  b e g a n  u n d e r  t h e  t u -

t e l a g e  o f  Dr .  M a r t i n  Lu t h e r  K i n g  
J r .  “ W h a t  s t a r t e d  i n  m y  f a v o r i t e  
c o u n t y  4 0  y e a r s  a g o ,  w i t h  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
j u s t i c e  m o v e m e n t ,  h a s  g r o w n  
t o  a  g l o b a l  m o v e m e n t , ”  Ch a v i s  
s a i d .

“ T h e  d e m a n d s  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  
p e o p l e  a r e  n o t  o n l y  b e i n g  h e a r d  
b u t  t h e r e  a r e  c h a n g e s . ”  Fo r  n i n e  
m o n t h s ,  o r g a n i z e r s  h a d  r e m a i n e d  
b u s y  p l a n n i n g  c o m m e m o r a -
t i v e  e v e n t s ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
N AACP  W a r r e n  Co u n t y  B r a n c h ,  
Co l e y  Sp r i n g s  M i s s i o n a r y  B a p -
t i s t  Ch u r c h ,  W a r r e n  Co u n t y  En -
v i r o n m e n t a l  Ac t i o n  T e a m ,  W a r -

r e n  Co u n t y  Co m m u n i t y  Ce n t e r ,  
a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  Ch u r c h  o f  Ch r i s t ,  
w h o  4 0  y e a r s  a g o  a s k e d  Ch a v i s  
t o  g o  t o  W a r r e n  Co u n t y .

T h e  s l a t e  i n c l u d e d  t h e  v i r t u a l  
p r o g r a m ,  “ Ca s t i n g  Y o u r  B a l l o t  
f o r  En v i r o n m e n t a l  J u s t i c e , ”  a  
w e b i n a r  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  Ch a v i s ,  
f o r m e r  p r o t e s t o r  Do l l i e  B u r w e l l  
a n d  t h e  R e v .  B i l l  K e a r n e y .

K n o w n  a s  t h e  “ M o t h e r  o f  t h e  
En v i r o n m e n t a l  J u s t i c e  M o v e -
m e n t , ”  B u r w e l l  s a i d  h e r  f a i t h  
s p u r r e d  h e r  i n t e g r a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  
i n  t h e  p r o t e s t s .

“ M y  f a i t h  p l a y e d  a  g r e a t  r o l e  
i n  m y  d e c i s i o n  t o  o r g a n i z e  m y  

c o m m u n i t y ,  p r o t e s t  a n d  e n g a g e  
i n  c i v i l  d i s o b e d i e n c e , ”  B u r w e l l  
s a i d .  “ G r o w i n g  u p ,  m y  p a r e n t s  
o f t e n  r e c i t e d  M i c a h  6 : 8 .  I b e -
l i e v e  G o d  h a d  g i v e n  m e  t h e  t o o l s  
I n e e d e d  t o  o r g a n i z e  m y  c o m m u -
n i t y , ”  s h e  s a i d .

“ I l e a r n e d  t o  s p e a k  a n d  o r g a -
n i z e  a n d  d e v e l o p e d  l e a d e r s h i p  
s k i l l s .  P r a y e r  s u s t a i n e d  m e  n o t  
o n l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  s i x  w e e k s  o f  
p r o t e s t  b u t  a l s o  t o  l e a d  t h e  W o r k -
ing Group through the detoxifi -
cation of the landfi ll.”

Ch a v i s  a n d  B u r w e l l  a l s o  

Ab o u t  s i x  m o n t h s  a g o  I w a s  
d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  r a c i a l  c o m p o s i t i o n  
o f  t h e  Su p r e m e  Co u r t  o f  M i s s i s -
s i p p i  w i t h  a  v e r y  w i s e  m a n .  It  h a s  
n i n e  m e m b e r s ;  e i g h t  w h i t e  a n d  
o n e  b l a c k  –  c o n v e r t i n g  t o  8 8 . 8 8 %  
w h i t e  a n d  1 1 . 1 1 %  b l a c k .  It ’ s  b e e n  
t h a t  w a y  s i n c e  J u d g e  R e u b e n  V .  
An d e r s o n  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  
Supreme Court in 1985 – the fi rst 
Af r i c a n  Am e r i c a n  i n  t h e  c o u r t ’ s  
h i s t o r y .  P r o g r e s s  t a k e s  i t ’ s  t i m e  i n  
M i s s i s s i p p i .  T h e  r a c i a l  c o m p o s i -
t i o n  o f  t h i s  –  c o u r t  o f  l a s t  r e s o r t  
–  r e m a i n s  u n c h a n g e d  3 7  y e a r s  
l a t e r .

W h e n  I h i g h l i g h t e d  t h a t  o u r  
s t a t e  i s  n e a r l y  4 0 %  Af r i c a n  
Am e r i c a n ,  i n f e r r i n g  t h e  i n h e r -
e n t  i n e q u i t y  i n  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  
j u s t i c e ,  m y  b e n e f a c t o r  o f  w i s d o m  
r e p l i e d  –  t h a t ’ s  w h y  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  
t h e  d i s s e n t  i s  s o  c r i t i c a l l y  i m p o r -
t a n t .  

An d  s o  i t  i s ,  n o t  j u s t  h e r e ,  b u t  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  At  t h e  
e n d  o f  Au g u s t ,  a  d i s s e n t  w a s  
fi led in the United States Court 
o f  Ap p e a l s  f o r  t h e  Fi f t h  Ci r c u i t .  
T h i s  c o u r t  c o v e r s  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  

T e x a s  a n d  Lo u i s i a n a ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
t h e  Ca n a l  Z o n e .  T h e  c a s e  b e f o r e  
t h e  c o u r t  w a s  N o .  1 9 - 6 0 6 3 2 ,  R o y  
H a r n e s s  a n d  K a m a l  K a r r i e m  v .  
M i c h a e l  W a t s o n ,  Se c r e t a r y  o f  
St a t e  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  c e n t e r e d  o n  
w h e t h e r  t h e  c u r r e n t  v e r s i o n  o f  
t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  Co n s t i t u t i o n ,  Ar -
t i c l e  1 2 ,  Se c t i o n  2 4 1  v i o l a t e s  t h e  
Eq u a l  P r o t e c t i o n  Cl a u s e  o f  t h e  
U n i t e d  St a t e s  Co n s t i t u t i o n .  T h i s  
p r o v i s i o n  h a d  b e e n  u p h e l d  i n  
1 9 9 8  –  Co t t o n  v .  Fo r d i c e  a n d  w a s  
c o n s i d e r e d  b i n d i n g ,  y e t  t h e  p a n e l  

o f  s e v e n t e e n  j u s t i c e s  v o t e d  t o  
r e c o n s i d e r .  T h e  c o u r t  f o u n d  t h a t  
Co t t o n ’ s  r e s u l t  w a s  c o n s i s t e n t  
w i t h  t h e  s e m i n a l  Su p r e m e  Co u r t  
d e c i s i o n  i n  H u n t e r  v .  U n d e r w o o d .

Ar t i c l e  1 2 .  Fr a n c h i s e ,  Se c t i o n  
2 4 1 ,  r e a d s  a s  f o l l o w s :  “ Ev e r y  
m a l e  i n h a b i t a n t  o f  t h i s  St a t e ,  e x -
c e p t  i d i o t s ,  i n s a n e  p e r s o n s  a n d  In -
d i a n s  n o t  t a x e d ,  w h o  i s  a  c i t i z e n  
o f  t h e  U n i t e d  St a t e s ,  t w e n t y - o n e  
y e a r s  o l d  a n d  u p w a r d s ,  w h o  h a s  
r e s i d e d  i n  t h i s  St a t e  t w o  y e a r s ,  
a n d  o n e  y e a r  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  d i s -
t r i c t ,  o r  i n  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  c i t y  o r  
t o w n ,  i n  w h i c h  h e  o f f e r s  t o  v o t e ,  
a n d  w h o  i s  d u l y  r e g i s t e r e d  a s  p r o -
v i d e d  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  a n d  w h o  h a s  
n e v e r  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  o f  b r i b e r y ,  
b u r g l a r y ,  t h e f t ,  a r s o n ,  o b t a i n i n g  
m o n e y  o r  g o o d s  u n d e r  f a l s e  p r e -
t e n s e s ,  p e r j u r y ,  f o r g e r y ,  e m b e z -
z l e m e n t  o r  b i g a m y ,  a n d  w h o  h a s  
paid, on or before the fi rst day of 
Fe b r u a r y  o f  t h e  y e a r  i n  w h i c h  h e  
s h a l l  o f f e r  t o  v o t e ,  a l l  t a x e s  w h i c h  
m a y  h a v e  b e e n  l e g a l l y  r e q u i r e d  
o f  h i m ,  a n d  w h i c h  h e  h a s  h a d  a n  
o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  p a y i n g  a c c o r d -
i n g  t o  l a w ,  f o r  t h e  t w o  p r e c e d i n g  
y e a r s ,  a n d  w h o  s h a l l  p r o d u c e  t o  
the offi cers holding the election 

s a t i s f a c t o r y  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  h e  h a s  
p a i d  s a i d  t a x e s ,  i s  d e c l a r e d  t o  b e  a  
qualifi ed elector  but any minister 
o f  t h e  g o s p e l  i n  c h a r g e  o f  a n  o r g a -
n i z e d  c h u r c h  s h a l l  b e  e n t i t l e d  t o  
v o t e  a f t e r  s i x  m o n t h s  r e s i d e n c e  i n  
t h e  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t ,  i f  o t h e r w i s e  
qualifi ed.”

J u d g e  J a m e s  E.  G r a v e s  J r .  h a s  
s e r v e d  o n  t h e  Fi f t h  Ci r c u i t  Co u r t  
o f  Ap p e a l s  s i n c e  2 0 1 1 ,  f o l l o w i n g  
h i s  s e r v i c e  o n  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  Su -
p r e m e  Co u r t  f r o m  2 0 0 1  t o  2 0 1 1 .  
H e  w a s  b o r n  i n  H i n d s  Co u n t y  i n  
1 9 5 3 ,  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  M i l l s a p s  
Co l l e g e  i n  1 9 7 5  a n d  w e n t  o n  t o  
Sy r a c u s e  U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  a  J u r i s  
Do c t o r  i n  1 9 8 0 ,  a n d  a  M a s t e r  o f  
P u b l i c  Ad m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  1 9 8 1 .  

In  Ca s e  N o . 1 9 - 6 0 6 3 2 ,  h e  w r o t e  
a  4 7  p a g e  d i s s e n t .  H i s  i n t r o d u c -
t i o n  b e g a n  b y  q u o t i n g  a  s t a t e -
m e n t  m a d e  i n  1 8 9 0  b y  J a m e s  K .  
V a r d a m a n ,  w h o  w e n t  o n  t o  b e  
G o v e r n o r  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i  a n d  a  
U . S.  Se n a t o r :  “ T h e r e  i s  n o  u s e  t o  
e q u i v o c a t e  o r  l i e  a b o u t  t h e  m a t -
t e r . … M i s s i s s i p p i ’ s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
c o n v e n t i o n  o f  1 8 9 0  w a s  h e l d  f o r  
n o  o t h e r  p u r p o s e  t h a n  t o  e l i m i -
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Se c r e t a r y  o f  St a t e  M i c h a e l  
W a t s o n  c e l e b r a t e d  N a t i o n a l  
V o t e r  R e g i s t r a t i o n  Da y  b y  
h o s t i n g  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
d r i v e s  a t  M i s s i s s i p p i  s c h o o l s  
a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .   

“ N a t i o n a l  V o t e r  R e g i s t r a -
t i o n  Da y  i s  a  s p e c i a l  d a y  f o r  
o u r  s t a t e  b e c a u s e  w e  g e t  t o  s e e  
M i s s i s s i p p i a n s  w i t h  m a n y  d i f -
f e r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  v i e w s  c o m e  t o -
g e t h e r  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  o n e  c a u s e ,  
e d u c a t i n g  a n d  r e g i s t e r i n g  
p e o p l e  o n  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  v o t e .  
It ’ s  e s p e c i a l l y  e x c i t i n g  t o  s e e  
o u r  y o u n g e s t  g e n e r a t i o n  l e a d  
t h e  w a y  i n  t h e s e  e f f o r t s , ”  s a i d  
W a t s o n .

W a t s o n  m a d e  v i s i t s  t o  M i s -
s i s s i p p i  St a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
( M SU )  a n d  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  
U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  W o m e n  ( M U W )  
t o  c o n n e c t  w i t h  t h e  o r g a n i z a -
t i o n s  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  r e g i s t r a -
t i o n  d r i v e s ,  r e c r u i t  n e w  v o t e r s  

a n d  t h a n k  s t u d e n t  l e a d e r s  f o r  
t h e i r  e f f o r t s .

SO S St u d e n t  Am b a s s a d o r  
St e v e n  B e r r y  a s s i s t e d  W a t s o n  
w i t h  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d r i v e s  
a t  v a r i o u s  s c h o o l s  i n  Si m p s o n  
Co u n t y  i n c l u d i n g  M e n d e n -

h a l l  H i g h  Sc h o o l ,  M a g e e  H i g h  
Sc h o o l  a n d  Si m p s o n  Co u n t y  
T e c h n i c a l  Ce n t e r  w h e r e  n e a r l y  
1 0 0  n e w  v o t e r s  w e r e  r e g i s t e r e d  
t o d a y .

Si n c e  k i c k i n g  o f f  N a t i o n a l  
V o t e r  R e g i s t r a t i o n  M o n t h  Se p -

t e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 2 ,  t h e  Se c r e t a r y  
of State’s Offi ce has registered 
2 , 1 6 6  n e w  v o t e r s  t h r o u g h  o u t -
r e a c h  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  V o t e r  R e g i s t r a t i o n  R o a d  
T r i p .

In  o r d e r  t o  v o t e  i n  t h e  u p -

c o m i n g  N o v e m b e r  g e n e r a l  a n d  
s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  M i s s i s s i p p i -
a n s  m u s t  b e  r e g i s t e r e d  t o  v o t e  
b y  O c t o b e r  1 0 ,  2 0 2 2 .

F or voter reg istration or 
elections q uestions,  con-
tact E lectionsAnswers@ sos.

ms.g ov,  call the E lections H o-
tline at 1 -8 0 0 -8 2 9 -6 7 8 6 ,  or 
visit Y allV ote.ms.

F or information reg arding  
the V oter Reg istration Road 
T rip,  contact Press@ sos.
ms.g ov.

Secretary Watson celebrates 
National Voter Registration Day 

MSU Student Association and student body celebrated National Voter Registration Day. Secretary of State Michael Watson (Right) at Voter Registration Road 
Trip.

Special  to T h e M ississippi L ink 



nate the nigger from politics….In Mississippi we have in our consti-
tution legislated against the racial peculiarities of the Negro….When 
that device fails, we will resort to something else.”

Graves continued, “This is the intent behind the law the en banc 
court upholds today. In 1890, Mississippi held a constitutional con-
vention with the express aim of enshrining white supremacy….Today 
the en banc majority upholds a provision enacted in 1890 that was 
expressly aimed at preventing Black Mississippians from voting. And 
it does so by concluding that a virtually all-white electorate and leg-

islature, otherwise engaged in massive and violent resistance to the 
Civil Rights Movement, “cleansed” that provision in 1968. Handed 
an opportunity to right a 130-year-old wrong, the majority instead 
upholds it. I respectfully dissent.” View the entire opinion at www.
ca5.uscourts.gov/opinions/pub/19/19-60632-CV2.pdf.

Judge Graves writes in painstakingly plain language highlighting 
the multitude of efforts to disenfranchise black Mississippians, leav-
ing every last barb illuminated for the world to see. Of special note, 
he was joined in dissent by the only other African-American justice 

on the panel, Carl E. Stewart, 72, and three white males; James L. 
Dennis, 86, Stephen A. Higginson, 61 and Gregg J. Costa, 50, who 
is no longer with the court. In this decision by the Fifth Circuit, yes-
terday was painfully upheld and preserved. Despite this court being 
comprised of an 84% European American majority – Justice Graves 
is eminently aware of his rights, including his right of dissent, and 
exercises it to secure rights for others.

We are served well by our native son – his intellect, his lived expe-
rience and his unwavering commitment to justice.

turned to the theme – “three things we must have: 
clean drinking water, publicly owned (because our 
tax dollars have paid for it), and no takeover of any 
kind. If we can’t trust them to manage TANF mon-
ies, what do you think they would do with the wa-
ter?”

He shared that during this crisis the Governor 
submitted a plan that made it very clear that it 
was drafted so that monies would be diverted out 
of Jackson, and the EPA said no – that it doesn’t 
comply with Justice 40. Then the state submitted a 
second plan that was not so obvious but when you 
look closely you see it diminishes Jackson’s ability 
to get the resources to address the problem. 

Abre’ Connor, NAACP National Director of 
Environmental and Climate Justice, stressed the 
importance of being organized on the ground and 
speaking with one message. “We have seen this 
across the country…this is an attack on black cities, 
on black progress.”

One of the things she hears the most in Jackson 
is that people drink bottled water on a normal basis, 
while they are paying tax dollars for clean tap water 
that they can trust. When the state is receiving mil-
lions of dollars, Jackson’s infrastructure is not being 
prioritized.

President Biden’s Justice 40 Initiative states that 
communities that have been disinvested over a long 
period of time need to have funding poured into 
those communities for them to be able to thrive. “It 
is unprecedented for the EPA to open a second pub-
lic comment period.” 

Connor encouraged that all residents of Jackson 
go to www.naacp.org/jackson, complete the form, 
and push Send. By doing so a letter is sent to the 
Governor and a copy is sent to the EPA. 

Dr. Omari reported that the city has had numer-
ous plans and regardless of what has been submit-
ted, the funding does not come.

“Even recently after the 2021 freeze, letters were 
sent to the Governor and Lt. Governor, and federal 
legislators were copied – there were $47 million in 
projects – “not only did we not get any of those dol-
lars, but we also didn’t even get a response.” She 

also cautioned, “I want people to understand that 
you can not buy into the narrative of people who 
stand to profit off your tax dollars.” 

She reminded us that people question Jackson’s 
leadership, “yet we are the only city that has to have 
two approval processes, MDEQ and DFA, well 
Jackson is not under investigation for the embez-
zlement of federal funds or the misuse of federal 
funds.” She indicated that she wants the people of 
Jackson involved and is looking into a community 
governance board and expects to have another com-
munity meeting next week.

Cha v is
Continued from page 1
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Continued from page 1

Gr a v es
Continued from page 1

www.theississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 3SEPTEMBER 22 - 28, 2022

joined a large group at Duke University’s 
Penn Pavilion Garden Room for a discus-
sion titled “Recalling Warren County Pro-
test.”

“I’m optimistic about the future,” Chavis 
said later during a discussion at Duke Cha-
pel with Catherine Coleman Flowers titled 
“Environmental Justice: Past, President, 
and Future.”

“We now have a vibrant movement all 
over the world. The strongest movement 
for change is a movement that is diverse, 
inclusive, and respectful of our diversity,” 
Chavis proclaimed. “People see the con-
nection between health, the environment, 
and health and public policy.”

For Chavis, the protests were only one 
part of the movement. He took the position 
of executive director of the United Church 
of Christ’s Commission on Racial Justice 
(CRJ).

With Chavis at the helm, the CRJ re-
leased its landmark 1987 study, “Toxic 
Wastes and Race in the United States.”

Chavis convened the First National 
People of Color Environmental Leadership 
Summit in 1991. He said those early years 
of effort endure today as “an effective na-
tional and global movement for justice, for 
environmental justice.”

During the observance of the protest an-
niversary, Chavis and a contingent of pro-
testors from 1982 and the present day held 
a commemoration ceremony and march to 
the landfill site.

“We are victors, not victims,” Warren 
County Environmental Action Team coor-
dinator Bill Kearney said. “I believe that 
what man meant for harm, God can turn 
to good,” Kearney added while noting that 
those protests are credited with the birth of 
the environmental justice movement.

Catherine Coleman Flowers and Chavis

NAACP Director of Environmental and Climate Justice 
Abre’ Connor. PHOTO BY CHRISTOPHER YOUNG

A new class-action lawsuit 
seeks to force Mississippi’s 
capital city to fix its troubled 
water system, including remov-
al or repair of pipes and equip-
ment contaminated with lead.

The suit was filed Friday in 
federal district court, a day after 
the state health department told 
people in Jackson that they no 
longer had to boil water before 
drinking it or using it to brush 
their teeth.

``We are striving to secure 
clean, safe water for the Jack-
son community _ a community 
that has been suffering with 
contaminated water for years,’’ 
one of the attorneys who filed 
the suit, Robert Gibbs, said in 
a statement Monday. ``This is a 
righteous fight, and one we in-
tend to win.’’

Crews from Mississippi and 
other states started repairs in 
Jackson’s two water treatment 
plants after Gov. Tate Reeves 
declared an emergency nearly 
three weeks ago, and that work 
continues. The emergency work 
has not included removal of old 
cast-iron pipes with lead joints.

The Mississippi Emergency 
Management Agency said a 
chlorine leak occurred Mon-
day in a building at the main 
treatment plant. Workers were 
evacuated, and air scrubbers 
prevented the chlorine from 
leaving the building. The agen-
cy said water treatment was not 
interrupted, and customers can 

continue to use water from the 
tap.

Most of Jackson’s 150,000 
residents lost running water for 
several days in late August and 
early September after heavy 
rainfall exacerbated problems 
in the city’s main treatment 
plant. At that time, the city had 
already been under a boil-water 
notice since late July because of 
cloudy water that could make 
people ill.

Jackson has had water system 
problems for years, and tests by 
the state health department in 
2015 found higher-than-accept-
able lead levels in some water 
samples.

The class-action lawsuit is 
against the city of the Jack-
son, the current mayor and his 
immediate predecessor, three 
former public works directors, 
an engineering firm and a busi-
ness that had a city contract to 
replace water meters. Mayor 
Chokwe Antar Lumumba’s of-
fice said Monday that the city 
has no comment on the suit.

Three lawsuits had already 
been filed over Jackson water 
quality in 2021 and 2022 by 
different attorneys on behalf of 
individual plaintiffs. The new 
lawsuit has four Jackson resi-
dents as plaintiffs and is the first 
class-action suit that seeks to 
represent most people exposed 
to the Jackson water system 
since 2009.

``This public health crisis, 
decades in the making, was 
wholly foreseeable by De-

fendants’ actions and has left 
Jackson residents in an unten-
able position _ without access 
to clean, safe water in 2022 in 
a major United States city,’’ the 
new lawsuit says.

Jackson is the largest city 
in one of the poorest states in 
the U.S. The city has a shrink-
ing tax base that resulted from 
white flight, which began about 
a decade after public schools 
were integrated in 1970. Jack-
son’s population is more than 
80% Black, and about 25% of 
its residents live in poverty.

The new lawsuit notes that 
the city public works director 
in 2016 said old cast-iron water 
pipes in Jackson had lead joints 
every 20 feet (6.1 meters). Lead 
can enter drinking water if the 
water has a low pH level, which 
means the water is too acidic. 
The lawsuit says the Jackson 
water has been too acidic.

Since the finding of elevated 
lead levels in Jackson water in 
2015, the city has continued 
to publish public notices about 
water quality not meeting mini-
mum standards.

In 2016, the state Health De-
partment found an inadequate 
application of water treatment 
chemicals because of a failing 
corrosion control system at the 
main water treatment plant. 
The Environmental Protection 
Agency required the city to cor-
rect this problem. In 2017, the 
city began installation of corro-
sion control treatment.

Lawsuit seeks 
repairs to troubled 

Mississippi 
water system

By Emily Wagster Pettus
T h e Associated Press



On Tuesday, September 13, 
2022, Friends of Mississippi 
State Hospital (MSH) held its 
annual meeting to select offi -
cers and the board of directors 
for the upcoming year. 

Friends of MSH Offi cers 
for 2022-2023 are Bill Bobbs, 
president, Ray Wallace, vice-
president, Sheila Shows, secre-
tary and Dee Payne, treasurer. 

The Board of Directors for 
2022-2025 are Joel Ross, past 
president, Tim Durr, Tony 
Gomillion, Steve Lesley, Gale 
Martin, Amy Walker and Ruth 
Walker. Bo Blanks will serve 
as administrative appointee, 
with Kathy Denton serving as 
liaison offi cer. 

Board of Directors Emer-
iti for 2022-2023 are Jessie 
Buckley, Diane Corxton, Kim 
Edwards, Daniel Elliot, Mari-
lyn Garth, Shane Hariel, Betty 
Harpe, Bridget Lowery, Jenny 
Pittman, and Bobby Stephens. 

Also at the meeting, three 
businesses in the community  
were recognized for giving ex-
emplary service to MSH. Each 
of these groups were presented 
the Jerald D. Ball, Together We 
Make a Difference Award for 
their advocacy and support for 
Mississippi State Hospital and 
the Friends organization. 

The fi rst award was present-
ed to Mangia Bene Restaurant 
Group. In 2020, a year that 
was diffi cult to properly honor 
and recognize our employees 
in person, Mangia Bene Res-
taurant Group, which includes 
Sal &  Mookies New Y ork 
Pizza  Ice Cream, Bravo  
Italian Restaurant and Broad 
Street Baking Co., stepped up 
and provided gift cards for our 
staff as leadership recognized 
them during an outdoor honor 
walk. During a time where ev-
erything was on lockdown and 
their restaurants were closed, 
signifi cantly impacting their 
livelihood, this was a huge gift 
from Mangia Bene Restaurant 
Group. The gift cards were 
such a big hit that Friends has 
continued to give them out to 
honorees each year since. Jeff 
Good, owner, had a prior com-
mitment and could not attend 
the annual meeting. Chastain 
shared, “I have come to respect 
Jeff for being a businessman, 
a successful restauranteur, but 
more than anything, he is very 
kind and extremely generous, 
especially to his customers and 
to his community.”

Brandi Stodard, marketing 
manager, attended and accept-
ed the award, she stated, “We 
want to say thank you. One of 
the things Jeff and Dan are re-
ally big about is community 
support programs. Jeff lives by 
‘ do the right thing’ motto. Y ou 
cannot meet better people than 
Jeff and Dan. Their care for the 
community is genuine.” 

The next superstar company 
to be recognized was Little 
Caesars Pizza. In early 2020, as 
COVID rampantly spread and 
lockdowns ensued, healthcare 
workers were overwhelmed 
with ever-changing protec-
tions, preventions and proto-
cols, Little Caesars stepped up 
and provided pizzas to support 

frontline healthcare workers 
at MSH. Jackie Hartzog, dis-
trict manager for Little Caesars 
Pizza, and Carolyn Lindsay ac-
cepted the award on behalf of 
Little Caesars Pizza. Hartzog 
was so gracious and remarked, 
“This is the fi rst time we’ve 
been involved with MSH 
through our Lend a Hand Pro-
gram, where we do things in 
the community.” Hartzog ex-
plained, “There is a committee 
in each state where there are 
Little Caesars locations  they 
make decisions about what 
organizations to help and how 
they will help them. Then the 
local staff will go out and ex-
ecute the assistance program.” 
Hartzog added that as Chastain 
was explaining the background 
of the award and the principles 
it represents, “When he was 
reading, it was everything our 
company stands for. It is such 
an honor and it makes you feel 
good, they go above and be-
yond to help people in the com-
munity.” 

The fi nal, but probably the 
most familiar group to be rec-
ognized was Mid South Rehab 
Services. They have partnered 
with MSH for over 10 years, 
providing physical, occupa-
tional and speech therapy ser-
vices to patients and residents. 
Extending their support be-
yond direct patient care, Mid 
South Rehab Services became 
an Eagle Sponsor for the 2022 
Farmer Jim Neal Golf Classic. 
The event is the largest fund-
raiser for Friends of MSH each 
year. With the tournament can-
celled in 2020 and scaled back 
in 2021, it was critical that the 
2022 event was a success in or-
der to sustain the fi nancial vi-
ability of the Friends organiza-
tion. Heather Pierce, COTA L, 
serves as Mid South’s Director 
of Rehab on-campus at MSH 
and accepted the award on be-

half of Mid South Rehab Ser-
vices. She shared, “We work 
alongside nursing staff to pro-
vide therapy services for pa-
tients and residents here. We 
love working with MSH, it’s 
a joy working out here.” Mark 
Buckley, DPT, VP of Clinical 
Operations, added, “It’s been 
a tremendous partnership. We 
feel like we are part of a fam-
ily here. We are so thankful for 
the leadership and all the staff. 
We are a member of the team, 
working together to take care 
of the residents and patients.” 

In expressing his reaction 
to the award, Buckley added, 
“This award means everything. 
If you listen to the history of 
the award and how it originated 
from service to the residents, 
meeting their needs emotion-
ally and physically, for us as a 
company, we want to serve the 
residents mentally, emotion-
ally, spiritually, and of course 
there is a therapy provided 
physically.” 

To put this year’s awards into 
perspective and reiterate why 
they are so important, the sup-
port provided by these three 
businesses came during one of 
the most challenging times in 
history, the COVID pandem-
ic. Recognizing and retaining 
healthcare staff was one of the 
most challenging aspects and 
was directly related to keeping 
our patients and residents safe. 
We thank each and every per-
son for their commitment and 
dedication to MSH and Friends 
of MSH. 

Friends of Mississippi State 
Hospital is a non-profi t, vol-
unteer organization dedicated 
to educating the public about 
mental illness and improving 
the lives of those individuals 
living with mental illnesses. 

F or more information,  con-
tact M SH  Public Relations at 
6 0 1 -3 5 1 -8 0 1 8 .
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Friends of Mississippi State Hospital select 
2022 board members and offi cers and honor 
Together We Make a Difference recipients

Friends of MSH Board – (pictured left to right) Bo Blanks, Bill Bobbs, Marilyn Garth, Ray Wallace, Kim Ed-
wards, Bobby Stephens, Ruth Walker, Dee Payne, Tony Gomillion, Tim Durr, Sheila Shows, Joel Ross and 
James G. “Bo” Chastain, director, Mississippi State Hospital  

Mid South Rehab Services – (pictured left to right) Bill Bobbs, president, Friends of MSH, Inc., Mid South 
Rehab Services staff members including, Maggie Mayer, Hailey Stacy, Kim Ouzts, Peggy Lara, Mark Buck-
ley, Kenneth Colllins, Debbie Chew, Consuela Johnson, Heather Pierce, Charlean Williams, Sharon Burt 
and James G. “Bo” Chastain, director, Mississippi State Hospital   

Mangia Bene Restaurant Group – (pictured left to right) Bill Bobbs, 
president, Friends of MSH, Inc., Brandie Stodard, marketing manager 
for Mangia Bene Restaurant Group, and James G. “Bo” Chastain, di-
rector, Mississippi State Hospital  

Little Caesars Pizza – (pictured left to right) Bill Bobbs, president, 
Friends of MSH, Inc., Carolyn Lindsay, Little Caesars Pizza, Jackie 
Hartzog, district manager for Little Caesars Pizza and James G. “Bo” 
Chastain, director, Mississippi State Hospital   
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The Mississippi Museum of 
Art announced today its call for 
artists for the 2023 Mississippi 
Invitational exhibition, a bienni-
al survey of recent works created 
by contemporary visual artists 
living and working in the state. 
Artists from across Mississippi 
are invited to submit photogra-
phy of their work for consider-
ation in the 2023 exhibition by 
October 12, 2022.

Artists whose works are se-
lected for inclusion in the Missis-
sippi Invitational will be eligible 
to apply for The Jane Crater Hiatt 
Artist Fellowship – a grant of up 
to $20,000 awarded to one art-
ist. A few past recipients include 
Coulter Fussell, Critz Campbell 
and Philip Jackson.

On view from June 10 through 
August 31, 2023, the Mississippi 
Invitational works will be se-
lected by a guest curator (to be 
announced). Only artists who 
are residents of the state of Mis-
sissippi are eligible to submit 
images of their work. Original 
works in all mediums will be 
considered. For initial review, 
artists must upload their fi les to 
Submittable.

For more information, please 
visit msmuseumart.org /M is-
sissippi-invitational or contact 
mmacuratorial@ msmuseumart.

org .
A bout th e J an e C rater H iatt 

A rtist F ellowsh ip
The Jane Crater Hiatt Artist 

Fellowship was created in 2005 
by Jane Crater Hiatt and her late 
husband Wood (1930-2010) in 
response to the need to nurture 
and invigorate the arts within the 
state. The fellowship provides 
support to an individual artist in 
the development and creation of 
art over a two-year period.

The funds may be used to pur-
chase supplies and equipment, 
conduct research, or travel, and 
may be used for study with an 
individual artist or in a studio, 
workshop, or residency setting. 
Following the conclusion of the 
grant period, the artist is required 
to donate one original work of 
art, chosen from at least fi ve 
works created during the grant 
period, to the museum. Only art-
ists whose work is selected for 
inclusion in the Mississippi Invi-
tational exhibition are eligible to 
apply for The Jane Crater Hiatt 
Artist Fellowship in the year that 
their work is chosen. The recipi-
ent’s works should demonstrate 
the potential for signifi cant artis-
tic and cultural impact, as well as 
act as a catalyst for the develop-
ment and realization of adventur-
ous and imaginative ideas.

About the Mississippi Muse-

um of Art 
Established in 1911, the Mis-

sissippi Museum of Art (MMA) 
is dedicated to connecting Mis-
sissippi to the world and the pow-
er of art to the power of commu-
nity. The Museum’s permanent 
collection includes paintings, 
photography, multimedia works, 
and sculpture by Mississippi, 
American, and international art-
ists. The largest art museum in 
the state, the Mississippi Muse-
um of Art offers a vibrant roster 
of exhibitions, public programs, 
artistic and community partner-
ships, educational initiatives, 
and opportunities for exchange 
year-round. Programming is de-
veloped inclusively with com-
munity involvement to ensure 
that a diversity of voices and per-
spectives are represented. Locat-
ed at 380 South Lamar Street in 
downtown Jackson, the Museum 
is committed to honesty, equity, 
and inclusion.

The Mississippi Museum of 
Art and its programs are spon-
sored in part by the City of Jack-
son and Visit Jackson. Support is 
also provided in part by funding 
from the Mississippi Arts Com-
mission, a state agency, and in 
part by the National Endowment 
for the Arts, a federal agency. 

F or more information,  visit 
msmuseumart.org .

Entergy Mississippi has 
announced a $3.2-million 
pledge, funded by its share-
holders, to help customers 
with high bills brought on 
primarily by high natural gas 
prices. While the effort will 
apply to all residential cus-
tomers, it will focus mainly 
on helping those with low to 
moderate incomes. 

More than half of the power 
Entergy Mississippi gener-
ates comes from natural gas, 
and the cost to buy this fuel 
has more than doubled in the 
last year. These fuel costs are 
passed through to customers 
with no profi t to the compa-
ny. However, these persistent 
high natural gas prices are 
expected to affect customer 
bills later this year and into 
the next.

“We not only want to alert 
our customers ahead of time 
when we see factors that can 
affect their bills, we also want 
to give them the help and tools 
they need to prepare for those 
bills,” said Haley Fisackerly, 
Entergy Mississippi president 
and CEO.

Entergy announced four 
initiatives designed to help 
customers:

•  $150 bill credit for mod-
erate-income customers. 
Nearly $1.1 million will fund 
a temporary bill payment as-
sistance program for Missis-
sippi customers. The focus 
will be on moderate-income 
customers who struggle to 
pay utility bills, but do not 
qualify for federal bill assis-
tance programs. These cus-
tomers would receive a one-
time $150 bill credit.

•  Up to $1,000 for dis-
abled and older customers in 
need. More than $540,000 
will provide emergency util-
ity bill payments for one or 
more months to older adults 
and customers with disabili-
ties facing fi nancial hardship. 
These funds will also provide 
agencies with administrative 
fees to cover added expenses 
associated with an increased 
volume of requests for help. 

• Free $35 energy effi cien-
cy kits. Nearly $1.1 million 
will pay for money-saving 
energy effi ciency kits. Cus-
tomers can get these kits at 
community events in En-
tergy’s service area this fall 
or can request them online at 
https://msentergysolutions-
marketplace.com/. Available 
to all customers, the kits can 
potentially save customers $5 
per month or $60 annually, 
and combined with Entergy’s 
available online tools, can 
save customers as much as 
$300 annually

•  $460,000 for customer 
education. This money will 
fund a campaign to make En-
tergy customers aware of ad-
ditional energy-effi ciency and 
bill help available to them. 
This will include outreach 
and assistance to low-income 
households on how they can 
apply for federal bill assis-
tance in their area, includ-
ing the Low Income Home 
Energy Assistance Program 
known as LIHEAP.

“As part of a settlement, we 
worked with the Mississippi 
Public Service commission-
ers to get bill payment relief 
in the form of an $80 rebate 
to all customers in Septem-
ber and a $15 per 1,000-kilo-
watt benefi t toward their bill 
through next year,” said Fi-
sackerly. “Now we’re work-
ing with them again, and with 
our community partners, to 
expand on that effort and help 
Mississippians get additional 
relief.” 

Fisackerly said the compa-
ny is also addressing the nat-
ural gas crisis by taking steps 
to limit its use of natural gas. 

“We are investing in Grand 
Gulf Nuclear Station’s low-
cost power and incorporating 
more renewable energy into 
our generation portfolio,” he 
said. “An example of that is 
the recently-completed Sun-
fl ower Solar Station in the 
Mississippi delta.”

All Entergy charitable con-
tributions come from share-
holder profi t, not from cus-
tomers. No costs associated 

with Entergy charitable con-
tributions are passed through 
to customers. The company 
will share more details about 
the initiatives as it rolls each 
one out in the coming weeks. 
Learn more at entergy.com/
answers and entergy.com/
billhelp.

“During a time of rising 
costs from every direction, 
the Mississippi Public Service 
Commission and our regulat-
ed utilities are working close-
ly to keep energy bills as low 
as possible,” Chairman Dane 
Maxwell said. “I appreciate 
the efforts of stakeholders at 
Entergy Mississippi for mak-
ing this type of investment 
and commitment to help cus-
tomers with high bills.” 

“The Mississippi Public 
Service Commission remains 
committed to ensuring our 
regulated utilities provide 
affordable power to Missis-
sippi consumers,” said Com-
missioner Brent Bailey, Cen-
tral District. “We appreciate 
Entergy Mississippi’s efforts 
to provide the help and tools 
needed for their customers to 
lower their energy bills and 
put more money back in their 
pockets.” 

About Entergy Mississippi 
Entergy Mississippi, LLC 
provides electricity to ap-
proximately 456,000 custom-
ers in 45 counties. Entergy 
Mississippi is a subsidiary 
of Entergy Corporation, an 
integrated energy company 
engaged in electric power 
production, transmission and 
retail distribution operations. 
Entergy delivers electricity 
to 3 million utility customers 
in Arkansas, Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi and Texas. Entergy 
owns and operates one of 
the cleanest large-scale U.S. 
power generating fl eets with 
approximately 30,000 mega-
watts of electric generating 
capacity, including 7,000 
megawatts of nuclear power. 
Headquartered in New Or-
leans, Louisiana, Entergy has 
annual revenues of $10 billion 
and approximately 12,500 
employees.
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Mississippi has quietly set-
tled its lawsuit against State 
Farm Fire and Casualty Co. for 
allegedly minimizing its Hur-
ricane Katrina payments to 
policyholders, leaving the state 
to compensate homeowners.

The settlement says the $12 
million payment represents 
“restitution for damage, which 
was or may have been caused 
by a violation of law or po-
tential violation of law’’ on 
the part of State Farm, which 
has admitted no liability in its 
handling of claims from the 
2005 storm, The Sun Herald 
reported.

State Farm paid the settle-
ment in February 2021, but 
Attorney General Lynn Fitch 
never announced details of the 
agreement. T he Sun H erald
recently fi led a public records 

request to secure a copy of the 
settlement, which does not ap-
pear in the voluminous elec-
tronic case fi le on the lawsuit.

Former Attorney General 
Jim Hood originally fi led the 
suit in 2015. State Farm later 
lost a state Supreme Court ap-
peal seeking to have the case 
dismissed.

In July, the company, a sub-
sidiary of State Farm Insur-
ance, also agreed to pay the 
federal government $100 mil-
lion in restitution over its al-
leged mishandling of fl ood 
insurance claims following 
Katrina.

That settlement marked the 
end of legal proceedings that 
began more than 16 years ago 
when two whistleblowers sued 
the Illinois-based insurance 
company, which had the larg-
est market share of Missis-

sippi policies when the storm 
hit. State Farm also agreed to 
dismiss counterclaims it fi led 
against the whistleblowers.

In the federal case, State 
Farm agreed to pay the federal 
government $100 million to 
avoid any further liability. A 
jury had already determined 
that State Farm defrauded the 
National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram by charging it $250,000 
for fl ood damage to a Biloxi 
policyholder’s home when 
wind caused the loss.

State Farm policies cover 
wind damage, while the NFIP 
covers damage from fl ooding.

The newspaper checked on 
the state case after fi nding out 
about the federal settlement. 
Before the federal settlement, 
State Farm faced having thou-
sands of its Katrina claims in-
vestigated for additional fraud.

Operation Bill Assist: 
Entergy Mississippi 

pledges $3.2M
to help customers

Bill payment help, energy-effi  ciency 
tools and more on tap

MMA announces call
for artists for 2023 Mississippi 

Invitational exhibition

State Farm, Mississippi 
settle lawsuit

over Katrina payments
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
PBV-20220919-1 –  SECTION 8 PROJECT BASED VOUCHERS

Mississippi Regional Housing Authority VI (MRHA6) announces the availability of up to forty (40) 
Section 8 Project Based Vouchers (PBVs) for Claiborne County, Mississippi for existing multi-
family housing units only.

Interested parties must submit a completed Request for Proposals (RFP) in order to be considered 
for an award of PBVs.  The RFP package may be requested by email to Katina Pace at kpace@
mrha6.org.  The email subject line for RFP requests should be listed as “PBV-2022919-1 RFP 
Package Request” and the email must include the respondent’s contact information, including a 
valid return email address to receive the package.  Please note that the RFP package is in digital 
format only (Microsoft Word and PDF documents).  

The deadline for receipt of all completed RFPs is Tuesday, October 18, 2022 at 4:00 PM CST. 
Respondents shall return one (1) original and three (3) hard copies of the request package no later 
than the deadline.  Completed RFPs should be mailed or hand-delivered to: Mississippi Regional 
Housing Authority No. VI, Attn:  Katina C. Pace at 2180 Terry Road, Jackson, MS  39204.  Nei-
ther facsimiles nor emailed copies will be accepted.  No RFP packages will be accepted after the 
deadline.

MRHA6 reserves the right to cancel or e-issue this RFP; to modify the selection criteria or the 
number of PBV vouchers available for award; and to request amendments to qualifi cations after 
the expiration deadline.  MRHA6 also reserves the right to waive any informalities or minor irregu-
larities if it serves its best interest  to do so.

Mississippi Regional Housing Authority VI (MRHA6)
Dr. Hickman M. Johnson, PHM
Executive Director                                                                                                            9/22/2022 
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Immediately following the 
death of Queen Elizabeth II, no-
table media personality Jemele 
Hill urged her peers to put the 
monarch’s passing in perspec-
tive.

“Journalists are tasked with 
putting legacies into full context, 
so it is entirely appropriate to ex-
amine the queen and her role in 
the devastating impact of contin-
ued colonialism,” Hill tweeted.

Elizabeth’s legacy isn’t neces-
sarily complicated, but fi lled with 
enough ambiguity and action and 
inaction, that it might be easy to 
understand why people of color 
might view her different that the 
adoring throng mourning outside 
of Buckingham Palace.

The longest-reigning British 
monarch’s history on race will 
forever exist as part of her legacy.

“Reminder that Queen Eliza-
beth is not a remnant of colonial 
times. She was an active partici-
pant in colonialism. She actively 
tried to stop independence move-
ments and keep newly indepen-
dent colonies from leaving the 
Commonwealth. The evil she 
did was enough,” Twitter user @
YaaAsantewaaBa wrote.

While her role in colonialism 
and its devastating impact on 
black people continue to gnaw at 
many, the latest generation had 
an up-close view into the Queen’s 
relationship with her mixed-race 
daughter-in-law Meghan Markle.

“A low point was when [Prince] 
Harry was asked by a family 
member ‘how dark Archie’s skin 
might be,” Markle told Oprah 
Winfrey in a 2021 interview. Ar-
chie is Markle and Harry’s son.

Markle revealed that she began 
having suicidal thoughts while 
pregnant with Archie in early 
2019.

“I just didn’t want to be alive 
anymore,” Markle told Winfrey. 
“And that was a very clear and 
real and frightening constant 
thought.”

Harry expressed frustration 
over the lack of family support 
when British media members and 
others launched racially motivat-
ed insults at Markle.

“For us, for this union and the 
specifi cs around her race, there 
was an opportunity – many op-
portunities – for my family to 
show some public support,” Har-
ry stated during the same inter-
view.

“And I guess one of the most 
telling parts and the saddest 
parts, I guess, was over 70 fe-
male members of Parliament, 
both Conservative and Labor, 
came out and called out the co-
lonial undertones of articles and 
headlines written about Meghan. 
Yet no one from my family ever 
said anything. That hurts.”

Earlier, many in Great Britain 
and around the globe called on 
the Queen to deal with the fallout 
over complaints that Buckingham 
Palace had no offi cial response to 
the murder of George Floyd and 
the global Black Lives Matter 
Movement. However, the palace 
offered only tepid responses.

Before and during Elizabeth’s 
reign, journalists claimed the 
royal family looked the other way 
– and even enabled – racism.

“These incidents aren’t just 
historical – royal family mem-
bers have been ignoring accusa-
tions of racism since as recently 
as June 2020, when the Queen 
failed to respond to accusations 
that the royal honors medal is 
‘highly offensive’ and resembles 
the killing of Floyd,” Royal In-
siders Mikhaila Friel and Rachel 
Hosie wrote in 2021.

“It’s hard to imagine the Queen 
showing support for BLM – and 
anti-racism in general – when in 
her 69 years on the throne, she 
has failed to address the racism 
that undeniably exists in the in-
stitution of the royal family,” the 
duo concluded.

Further, a 2021 exposé in T he 
G uardian revealed documents 
that shed light on Elizabeth’s 
continued exemption from race 
and sex discrimination laws.

Investigative journalists David 
Pegg and Rob Evans said they 
discovered papers at the National 
Archives as part of an ongoing 
investigation into the royal fami-
ly’s use of an arcane parliamenta-
ry procedure, known as Queen’s 
consent, to infl uence the content 
of British laws secretly.

“They reveal how the Queen’s 
chief fi nancial offi cer once in-
formed civil servants that “it 
was not, in fact, the practice to 
appoint colored immigrants or 
foreigners” to clerical roles in the 
royal household, although they 
were permitted to work as do-
mestic servants.

Pegg and Evans wrote that the 
Queen had remained exempted 
from equality laws for more than 
four decades.

“The exemption has made it 
impossible for women or people 
from ethnic minorities work-
ing for her household to com-
plain to the courts if they believe 
they have been discriminated 
against,” the journalists found.

They said Buckingham Palace 
didn’t dispute their fi ndings. In-
stead, offi cials offered without 
explanation that there’s a sepa-
rate process for hearing discrimi-
nation complaints.

In 2020, when Antigua and 
Barbuda marked 40 years of in-
dependence from Britain, calls 
grew louder for slavery repara-
tions. Frustration with the Queen 
and colonialism also grew pal-
pable.

“I think most Antiguans would 
want to replace the Queen now,” 
historian Ivor Ford told BBC 
News during the celebration.

“Young people can’t relate 
to the Royal Family; they don’t 
understand their purpose. Even 
older people like me would love 
to see us become a republic. The 
head of state should be someone 
who is elected like in America,” 
Ford concluded.

Antiguan businesswoman 
Makeda Mikael recalled how as 
a child, she attended ceremonies 
that celebrated the Queen against 
her will.

“We didn’t know as much 
about our history then as we do 
now,” Mikael related. “In school, 
I wasn’t taught African or Carib-
bean history. So I knew every-
thing about British and European 
history and nothing about ours.”

She told the BBC she and oth-
ers would continue to demand 
reparations.

“England has enjoyed the ben-
efi t of our slave labor right up to 
today, and they need to be honest, 
admit it, and fi nd a way to recon-
cile,” Mikael insisted.

“Most people couldn’t care less 
if [Elizabeth] is head of state or 
not. The ueen is not a signifi -
cant part of anybody’s agenda.”

With a reported net worth of 
nearly $12 billion, Elizabeth has 
never publicly spoken about rep-
arations.

“Along with a number of col-
onies in North America, the 
Caribbean formed the heart of 
England’s fi rst overseas empire,” 
explained David Lambert, pro-
fessor of Caribbean History at 
the University of Warwick.

Lambert also authored White 
Creole Culture, Politics and Iden-
tity During the Age of Abolition, 
and Mastering the Niger: James 
MacQueen’s African Geography 
and the Struggle over Atlantic 
Slavery.

In a white paper for the British 
Library, Lambert explained that 
from the early 17th century, peo-
ple from other European powers, 
including France and England, 
settled in the Caribbean.

“The English settled St Kitts 
in 1624, Barbados, Montserrat, 
and Antigua in 1627, and Nevis 
in 1628,” Lambert wrote.

“Around the same time, France 
established colonies in Mar-
tinique and Guadeloupe. In this 
way, the Caribbean came under 
the control of many compet-
ing European countries, joining 
Spain, which had established its 
fi rst colonies in the region more 
than a hundred years before.”

Further, Lambert noted that the 
system of slavery saw its disman-
tling in the early 19th century, 
and the enslaved received free-
dom in the British Caribbean in 
the 1830s.

A system called “Apprentice-
ship was put in place from 1834 
to 1838 across most of the Carib-
bean,” Lambert offered further.

“This was intended to provide 
a transition to freedom for the 
formerly enslaved people and 
the planters who relied on their 
labor. Even after Apprenticeship 
was ended, things remained very 
unequal.”

Born Apr. 21, 1926, the even-
tual Queen’s given name was 
Elizabeth Alexandra Mary.

Her father, Prince Albert, was 
the youngest son of King George 
V, and Albert’s place in the fam-
ily presumably gave Elizabeth 
little chance to ascend to the 
throne.

However, in a stunning move, 
Albert’s brother, King Edward 
VIII, abdicated the throne in 
1936 to marry an American 

woman, which allowed for Al-
bert’s ascension as King George 
VI – thus making Elizabeth heir 
to the throne.

On Nov. 20, 1947, Elizabeth 
married her distant cousin, Lt. 
Philip Mountbatten of the Royal 
Navy.

The former Prince Philip of 
Greece and Denmark, Philip then 
took the titles of Duke of Edin-
burgh, Earl of Merioneth, and 
Baron Greenwich.

The couple’s fi rst child, Prince 
Charles Philip Arthur George, 
was born on Nov. 14, 1948, at 
Buckingham Palace.

On Feb. 6, 1952, King George 
VI died after a months-long ill-
ness, and Elizabeth became 
Queen – though her coronation 
took place more than a year later 
at Westminster Abbey.

Elizabeth also gave birth to 
Princess Anne in 1950, Prince 
Andrew in 1960, and Prince Ed-
ward in 1964.

With Elizabeth’s death, Charles 
became the fi rst King since his 
grandfather’s death more than 70 
years ago.

“Michelle and I were lucky 
enough to come to know Her Maj-
esty, and she meant a great deal 
to us,” former President Barack 
Obama said in a statement.

“Back when we were just 
beginning to navigate life as 
President and First Lady, she 
welcomed us to the world stage 
with open arms and extraordi-
nary generosity. Time and again, 
we were struck by her warmth, 
how she put people at ease and 
brought her considerable humor 
and charm to moments of great 
pomp and circumstance.”

President Joe Biden said Eliza-
beth had a steadying presence 
and a source of comfort and 
pride for generations of Britons, 
including many who have never 
known their country without her.

“An enduring admiration for 
Queen Elizabeth II united people 
across the Commonwealth. The 
seven decades of her history-
making reign bore witness to 
an age of unprecedented human 
advancement and the forward 
march of human dignity,” Biden 
stated.

“In the years ahead, we look 
forward to continuing a close 
friendship with The King and 
The Queen Consort. Today, the 
thoughts and prayers of people 
across the United States are with 
the people of the United King-
dom and the Commonwealth in 
their grief.

“We send our deepest con-
dolences to the Royal Family, 
who are not only mourning their 
Queen, but their dear mother, 
grandmother, and great-grand-
mother. Her legacy will loom 
large in the pages of British his-
tory and the story of our world.”

New York Attorney General Letitia James laid out 
the “staggering fraud” she said former President Don-
ald Trump and his family committed for more than a 
decade. During a highly anticipated news conference, 
James said Donald J. Trump, his children Eric, Ivanka 
and Donald Trump Jr., all repeatedly lied and made 
false claims to lending corporations and insurance 
agents. She alleged the family overvalued Trump’s as-
sets by billions of dollars. James wants to stop Trump 
and his family from ever doing business in New York 
again.

“These acts of fraud and misrepresentation were 
similar in nature, were committed by upper manage-
ment at the Trump Organization as part of a common 
endeavor for each annual statement and were approved 
at the highest levels of the Trump Organization – in-
cluding by Mr. Trump himself,” James asserted.

She concluded that Trump, his family, and business 
violated numerous state and federal laws, but con-
ceded that her offi ce doesn’t have the authority to fi le 
criminal charges.

James did refer her fi ndings to the U.S. Attorney’s 
offi ce in New York.

With the civil lawsuit, James seeks the return of 
$250 million in funds she said Trump obtained il-
legally. In the 220-page lawsuit, James alleged that 
Trump’s annual fi nancial statements were false and 
included records that greatly infl ated the family’s 
wealth and the company’s estimated holdings.

She said all his major properties, including the Mar-
a-Lago Estate in Florida and Trump Tower in New 
York were “wildly infl ated.”

To help underscore her allegation, James used 
Trump’s apartment at Trump Tower to demonstrate 
that the family’s fi lings weren’t mistakenly overstat-
ed. “The number of grossly infl ated asset values is 
staggering, affecting most if not all of the real estate 
holdings in any given year,” James asserted.

“[Trump] ignored independent appraisals of their 
properties and listed them as being worth hundreds 
of millions more than was reported by those outside 
assessors,” she declared.

James began investigating Trump during his presi-
dency. The investigation gained momentum after 
Trump’s attorney Michael Cohen told a congressio-
nal committee that Trump infl ated the value of some 
of his assets to get loans and insurance. Cohen said 
Trump undervalued some things to score tax benefi ts.

The Trump Organization also allegedly engaged 
in a 15-year tax fraud scheme and faces trial in New 
York in October.

Trump’s CFO Allen Weisselberg has pleaded guilty 
for his role in the scam and agreed to testify against 
his boss’ real estate company. Reportedly, the Trump 
organization offered to settle with James to stop the 
lawsuit, but the attorney general said she wasn’t inter-
ested in a deal.

Trump’s predicament is much like that of former 
Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatric and D.C. Council-
member Kwame Brown. In 2012, Brown received one 
day in jail, six months home detention, and 480 hours 
of community service after pleading guilty to federal 
bank fraud charges. Brown also pled guilty to a cam-
paign fi nance violation. The councilman admitted 
providing false documentation to secure two personal 
loans, totaling more than $220,000.

In the campaign fi nance case, he admitted aiding 
and abetting another individual, a relative, to make a 
cash payment of $1,500 to a campaign worker for the 
2008 council campaign.

“Kwame Brown squandered his bright political 
future and an opportunity to be a role model for the 
district’s youth,” stated then U.S. Attorney Ronald 
Machen.

“His greed and ambition led him to forge documents 
and break the laws governing campaign spending.”

In 2013, Kilpatrick received a 28-year federal pris-
on sentence after a jury convicted him of racketeer-
ing, bribery, fraud and extortion.

Ironically, Trump commuted Kilpatrick’s sentence, 
enabling the former mayor to get out of prison after 
serving just 8 years.

Queen Elizabeth’s legacy 
through the lens

of colonialism and black lives

New York AG: 
Donald Trump and 
family committed 
‘staggering fraud’

Photograph of Queen Elizabeth II and Commonwealth leaders, taken at the 1960 Commonwealth Conference, Wind-
sor Castle. Front row: (left to right) E. J. Cooray, Walter Nash, Jawaharlal Nehru, Elizabeth II, John Diefenbaker, Robert 
Menzies, Eric Louw. Back row: Tunku Abdul Rahman, Roy Welensky, Harold Macmillan, Mohammed Ayub Khan, 
Kwame Nkrumah - May 1960 - PHOTO: JOHN G. DIEFENBAKER CENTRE, SASKATOON, CANADA / BRITISH GOVERNMENT

James

By Stacy M. Brown
N N PA N ew sw ire C orrespondent

By Stacy M. Brown
N N PA N ew sw ire C orrespondent
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Both in the United States 
and globally, childhood and 
adult vaccination rates have 
seen what community health 
experts are calling a “concern-
ing decline” since the start 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Now is the time to ensure that 
you and your children are up 
to date on all recommended 
vaccines to best protect you 
and your family from prevent-
able diseases.

“Vaccines are among the 
greatest medical break-
throughs in the history of 
medicine. Millions of lives 
have been saved and severe 
outcomes from various dis-
eases have been prevented 
because of vaccines. At this 
moment, in part because of 
people missing routine im-
munizations during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and in part 
because of misinformation 
around vaccines, our vaccina-
tion numbers have declined, 
which has impacted certain 
populations who are more 
susceptible to preventable 
diseases. I urge you to check 
with your physician, schedule 
that preventive screening, and 
make sure you and your chil-
dren are up to date on your 

vaccines,” says Jack Resneck 
Jr., M.D., president of the 
American Medical Associa-
tion.

According to Dr. Resneck, 
here are three steps to take to 
get back on track:

1. Schedule routine visits 
with your and your child’s 
physicians for important pre-
ventive care, including rec-
ommended health screenings 
and vaccines based on age 
and health status. Babies and 
young children are especially 
susceptible to vaccine-pre-
ventable diseases, and right 
now, tens of thousands of 
children in the U.S. are not up 
to date on their vaccination 

against extremely contagious 
diseases, such as measles and 
whooping cough.

2. Y ou should also make 
sure that you and your chil-
dren are up to date on COV-
ID-19 vaccines, Experts have 
cautioned about a possible 
surge this fall and winter. 
With new Omicron-specifi c 
bivalent boosters available for 
people 12 and older, the time 
for additional protection from 
severe outcomes from COV-
ID-19 is now. Additionally, all 
children aged 6 months and up 
are eligible for the COVID-19 
vaccine, and physicians high-
ly recommend getting vac-
cinated as early as possible. 

Y ou can get a COVID-19 vac-
cine and a fl u vaccine at the 
same time if you are eligible, 
and the timing coincides. For 
more information on COV-
ID-19 vaccines, visit: getvac-
cineanswers.org.

3. Understand that even 
countries once declared po-
lio-free or measles-free are 
not risk-free, particularly for 
the unvaccinated. An adult 
in New Y ork was recently 
partially paralyzed by polio, 
and the virus has been found 
in area wastewater samples, 
leading to the declaration of 
a disaster in the state to help 
support localities in respond-
ing to the outbreak. Because 
some areas and populations 
are under-vaccinated, the risk 
of contracting vaccine-pre-
ventable diseases is increased.

“Unfortunately, if we don’t 
get our vaccine coverage rates 
back to where they were be-
fore the pandemic began, we 
run the risk of seeing out-
breaks of vaccine-preventable 
diseases that we thought we’d 
long ago overcome,” says Dr. 
Resneck.

“To protect yourself and 
your family from current and 
future outbreaks, get up to 
date on vaccinations now.”

Every 68 seconds an Ameri-
can develops Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. It’s a fatal brain disease 
that steals memory and per-
sonality. Alzheimer’s disease 
is the fi fth leading cause of 
death among people 65 years 
and older.

Alzheimer’s Disease was 
fi rst identifi ed over 100 years 
ago. We still have a lot more to 
learn about this disease. With 
new and more sophisticated 
brain scans and neurological 
tests, we are now able to iden-
tify signs of this disease in its 
early stages. Treatment has a 
much more positive outcome 
when the disease is discovered 
early. There’s no cure for Al-
zheimer’s, but there are treat-
ment protocols that can help 
change the progression of the 
disease. 

To reduce your risk:
1. Lose weight if you’re 

overweight – Whenever you’re 
told to lose weight what they 
should be telling you is to lose 
body fat. Having a high body 
fat percentage is the issue that 
affects your health. To control 
your bodyfat percentage you 
need to get in the right amount 
of exercise, good nutrition and 
sleep.

2. Control high blood pres-
sure – Y our blood pressure is 
the force of the blood pushing 
against the walls of the arter-
ies. Each time your heart beats, 
which is about 0- 0 times a 
minute at rest, it pumps out 
blood into your arteries. Y our 
blood pressure is at its highest 
when your heart beats, pump-
ing the blood. This is called 
systolic pressure. When your 
heart is at rest, between beats, 
your blood pressure falls. This 
is the diastolic pressure. Y our 
blood pressure is always given 
in two numbers, the systolic 
and diastolic pressures. Both 
are equally important. Usually 
they are written one above or 

before the other, such as 120 80 
mmHg. The top number is 
your systolic and the bottom is 
your diastolic. Exercise, good 
nutrition, good sleep hygiene 
and stress reduce will help 
control your blood pressure.

3. Exercise regularly – Ex-
ercise is a key element in 
preventing disease process. 
If you’ve never exercised be-
fore, fi nd a beginner exercise 
group. A professional can help 
you get started. If you want to 
give it a try on your own, start 
a walking program. Walk ev-
ery other day. Do callisthenic 
exercises on the day you don’t 
walk. Do at least one exercise 
for each body part. Start your 
program slowly and be con-
sistent. Keep a diary to keep 
track of your progress. After a 
few months, you may want to 
get into weight training.

4. Reduce your stress – 
There are a number of ways 
to deal with stress. These can 
include behavior changes such 
as assertiveness training, self 
esteem enhancement, being 
fl exible, improving organiza-
tional skills and time manage-
ment. There are many things 
that we can’t control. But, we 
must maintain control over 
how we handle things. If you 
need to cry, scream, count to 
ten, smile or simply sigh, do it. 
Take things in stride and work 
through it. Sometimes you just 
have to go with the fl ow.

5. Get some sleep – Lack 
of sleep is also linked to Al-
zheimer’s disease. The amount 
of sleep needed each night var-
ies among people. Each person 
needs a particular amount of 
sleep in order to be fully alert 
throughout the day. Research 
has shown that when healthy 
adults are allowed to sleep 
unrestricted, the average time 
slept is 8 to 8.5 hours. Some 
people need more than that to 
avoid problem sleepiness; oth-
ers need less. If a person does 
not get enough sleep, even on 
one night, a “sleep debt” be-
gins to build and increases 
until enough sleep is obtained. 
Problem sleepiness occurs as 
the debt accumulates. Many 
people do not get enough sleep 
during the workweek and then 
sleep longer on the weekends 
or days off to reduce their 
sleep debt. If too much sleep 
has been lost, sleeping in on 
the weekend may not com-
pletely reverse the effects of 
not getting enough sleep dur-
ing the week.

If you or a love one is diag-
nosed with Alzheimer’s know 
that early treatment has im-
proved over the last 100 years. 
When it comes to treatment 
you should make sure the treat-
ment is sound and safe. Second 
opinions are a good idea. TV 
infomercials are not the best 
places to get information about 
any disease. Do your research. 

Know the source of your infor-
mation. Ask questions about 
your treatment. Y ou should 
know what medications you’re 
using and why. Ask for a brief 
written summary to make sure 
all points are covered and nec-
essary prescriptions fi lled out. 
Ask what kind of follow-up is 
needed. Be prepared to take 
notes. 

Questions you should ask 
before you leave your doctor: 

1. What stage is my disease? 
2. Are further diagnostic 

evaluation necessary? 
3. What can I expect from 

the natural course of this dis-
ease? 

4. Is there treatment avail-
able to modify the course? 

5. How long before I should 
see the effects of the medica-
tion? 

6. Are there any side effects 
of the medications?

. Under what circumstanc-
es should I notify the doctor? 

8. Are there any age or gen-
der related test I should have?

Remember there is currently 
no cure but we can control Al-
zheimer’s disease.

My last Prevention Health 
Fair is September 24 at the 
“Thrifty Irishman” at 2226 
E Butler St. Get your health 
checked out.

Before starting your fi tness 
program, consult your physi-
cian.

HEALTH

Reducing your risk 
for Alzheimer’s

U.S. doctors should regularly 
screen all adults under 65 for 
anxiety, an infl uential health 
guidelines group proposed Tues-
day.

It’s the fi rst time the U.S. Pre-
ventive Services Task Force has 
recommended anxiety screening 
in primary care for adults with-
out symptoms. The proposal is 
open for public comment until 
Oct. 1 , but the group usually af-
fi rms its draft guidance.

The recommendations are 
based on a review that began be-
fore the COVID-19 pandemic, 
evaluating studies showing po-
tential benefi ts and risks from 
screening. Given reports of a 
surge in mental health problems 
linked with pandemic isolation 
and stress, the guidance is “very 
timely,” said Lori Pbert, a task 
force member and co-author. 
Pbert is a psychologist-research-
er at the University of Massachu-
setts’ Chan Medical School.

The task force said evidence 
for benefi ts, including effective 
treatments, outweighs any risks, 
which include inaccurate screen-
ing results that could lead to un-
necessary follow-up care.

Anxiety disorders are among 
the most common mental health 
complaints, affecting about 40  
of U.S. women at some point in 
their lives and more than 1 in 4 
men, Pbert noted.

Black people, those living in 
poverty, people who have lost 
partners and those who have 
other mental health issues are 
among adults who face higher 
risks for developing anxiety, 
which can manifest as panic at-
tacks, phobias or feeling always 
on edge. Also, about 1 in 10 preg-
nant and postpartum women ex-
perience anxiety.

Common screening tools in-
clude brief questionnaires about 
symptoms such as fears and 
worries that interfere with usual 
activities. These can easily be 
given in a primary care setting, 
the task force said, although it 
didn’t specify how often patients 
should be screened.

“The most important thing to 
recognize is that a screening test 
alone is not suffi cient to diagnose 
anxiety,” Pbert said. The next 
step is a more thorough evalua-
tion by a mental health profes-
sional, though Pbert acknowl-
edged that fi nding mental health 
care can be diffi cult given short-
ages of specialists.

Megan Whalen, a 31-year-old 
marketing specialist who was 
diagnosed with anxiety in 2013, 
says regular doctors should 
screen for mental health issues as 
commonly as they do for physi-
cal problems.

“Health is health, whether the 
problem is visible or not,” said 
Whalen, of Hoboken, New Jer-
sey.

She has gotten help from med-
icine and talk therapy, but her 
symptoms worsened during the 
pandemic and she temporarily 
moved back home.

“The pandemic made me 
afraid to leave home, my anxi-
ety telling me anywhere outside 
of my childhood house was un-
safe,” Whelan said. “I absolutely 
still struggle with feelings of 
dread and fear sometimes. It’s 
just a part of my life at this point, 
and I try to manage it as best as 
I can.”

The task force said there 
isn’t enough solid research in 
older adults to recommend for 
or against anxiety screening in 
those aged 65 and up.

The group continues to rec-
ommend depression screening 
for adults and children, but said 
there isn’t enough evidence to 
evaluate potential benefi ts and 
harms of suicide screening in 
adults who show no worrisome 

symptoms.
In April, the group issued 

similar draft guidance for chil-
dren and teens, recommending 
anxiety screening but stating 
that more research is needed on 
potential benefi ts and harms of 
suicide screening kids with no 
obvious signs.

Guidelines from the task force 
often determine insurance cover-
age, but anxiety is already on the 
radar of many primary care doc-
tors. In 2020, a group affi liated 
with the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
recommended routine primary 
care anxiety screening for wom-
en and girls starting at age 13.

Melissa Lewis-Duarte, a well-
ness coach in Scottsdale, Ari-
zona, says rhythmic breathing, 
meditation and making a daily 
list of three things for which she 
is grateful have all helped with 
her anxiety.

“Doctors say, ‘ Make sure 
you’re sleeping, control your 
stress.’ Y eah, I get that,” but not 
everyone knows how, said the 
42-year-old mother of three. “It’s 
diffi cult to prioritize self-care, 
but that’s what’s necessary.’’

U.S. doctors should regularly 
screen all adults under 65 for 
anxiety, an infl uential health 
guidelines group proposed Tues-
day.

It’s the fi rst time the U.S. Pre-
ventive Services Task Force has 
recommended anxiety screening 
in primary care for adults with-
out symptoms. The proposal is 
open for public comment until 
Oct. 1 , but the group usually af-
fi rms its draft guidance.

The recommendations are 
based on a review that began be-
fore the COVID-19 pandemic, 
evaluating studies showing po-
tential benefi ts and risks from 
screening. Given reports of a 
surge in mental health problems 
linked with pandemic isolation 
and stress, the guidance is `̀ very 
timely,” said Lori Pbert, a task 
force member and co-author. 
Pbert is a psychologist-research-
er at the University of Massachu-
setts’ Chan Medical School.

The task force said evidence 
for benefi ts, including effective 
treatments, outweighs any risks, 
which include inaccurate screen-
ing results that could lead to un-
necessary follow-up care.

Anxiety disorders are among 
the most common mental health 
complaints, affecting about 40  
of U.S. women at some point in 
their lives and more than 1 in 4 
men, Pbert noted.

Black people, those living in 
poverty, people who have lost 
partners and those who have 
other mental health issues are 
among adults who face higher 
risks for developing anxiety, 
which can manifest as panic at-
tacks, phobias or feeling always 
on edge. Also, about 1 in 10 preg-
nant and postpartum women ex-
perience anxiety.

Common screening tools in-
clude brief questionnaires about 
symptoms such as fears and 
worries that interfere with usual 
activities. These can easily be 
given in a primary care setting, 
the task force said, although it 
didn’t specify how often patients 
should be screened.

“The most important thing to 
recognize is that a screening test 
alone is not suffi cient to diagnose 
anxiety,” Pbert said. The next 
step is a more thorough evalua-
tion by a mental health profes-
sional, though Pbert acknowl-
edged that fi nding mental health 
care can be diffi cult given short-
ages of specialists.

Megan Whalen, a 31-year-old 
marketing specialist who was 
diagnosed with anxiety in 2013, 
says regular doctors should 
screen for mental health issues as 
commonly as they do for physi-
cal problems.

By Vince Faust 
T ips to B e F it 

StatePoint

How to protect yourself and your 
family from preventable diseases

US adults should 
get routine anxiety 

screening, panel says
By Lindsey Tanner
AP M edical  W riter
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“Scars are 
the mark of a 
warrior” was 
one of the 
most memora-
ble lines from 
the box offi ce 

hit The Woman King star-
ring Viola Davis. This line 
comes after one of the physi-
cally and emotionally gruel-
ing training sessions where 
the agojie female trainees 
are forced to endure fi ghting 
through a diffi cult thorny ob-
stacle course. After showing 
they can survive the brutal 
training, the young women 
receive medical care and en-
couragement from the more 
experienced warriors.

By this point in the movie, 
I had eaten most of my pop-
corn and had settled into en-
joy the action-packed movie. 
But the line about scars 
made me sit up in my seat. I 
thought about how we some-
times want to hide the scars 
of the battles we’ve survived. 

As a clumsy child, I had a lot 
of scars from falls off things 
like chairs, bicycles and 
even motorcycles. Back then 
the wounds hurt (especially 
falling off that motorcycle) 
but now that I’m decades 
removed from those experi-
ence, I can look at the scars 
left behind and be thankful 
to God about what I survived.

I’ll be honest: when I was 
going through my own physi-
cal, emotional and spiritual 
battles, I wasn’t thinking 
about the scars that would 
prove I’d survived; I was just 
trying to make it through. 

One of the most powerful 
scenes in The Woman King 
comes as we see the agojie 
trainees struggle to the end 
of the obstacle course even as 
they are bleeding and limp-
ing. Even if they wanted to 
quit, there was something 
in them that made them try 
even harder to fi nish, despite 
their wounds.

Seeing their determination 
made me think about the in-
ner strength these women 

had to rely on. It also made 
me think about the inner 
strength that we don’t realize 
we have. 

This part of the movie re-
minded me of the story from 
the Old Testament of Jacob 
wrestling with an angel/God. 
Genesis 32:22-31 describes 
how Jacob responded to the 
challenge. Instead of run-
ning away, Jacob fought val-
iantly even though he didn’t 
know who he was fi ghting. 
Verses 24-25 describes “So 
Jacob was left alone. Then a 
man wrestled with him un-
til daybreak. When the man 
saw that he could not defeat 
Jacob, he struck the socket 
of his hip, so the socket of 
Jacob’s hip was dislocated 
while he wrestled with him.” 
Despite this wound, Jacob in-
sisted on continuing to fi ght 
until he received his blessing. 
After he received the bless-
ing and a new name from the 
man, he realized that he’d 
been wrestling with God in 
verse 30. Y et, as a result of 
this fi ght, Jacob was left with 

a permanent limp.
The apprentices in The 

Woman King went from 
being treated like trainees 
to being respected as war-
riors after going through 
the thorny obstacle course. 
Similarly, when we experi-
ence negative circumstances, 
we should focus on the scars 
that remain that remind us of 
what we have overcome. We 
may be limping, but we are 
still walking into our God-
ordained destiny.

And like Jacob and the 
agojie got new names (Israel 
and warriors respectively), 
we get new names once we 
survive our battles: We are 
now called overcomers.

Shewanda Riley is a Fort 
Worth, Texas based author 
of “Love Hangover: Moving 
from Pain to Purpose After 
a Relationship Ends” and 
“Writing to the Beat of God’s 
Heart: A Book of Prayers for 
Writers.” Email preserved-
bypurpose@gmail.com or 
follow her on Twitter @she-
wanda.

www.nhcms.org
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L essons f rom T h e W oman K i ng  

Scars and limps: 
but still walking

SUNDAY
Worship Services

9 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. in person

Or you may worship with us via 
Facebook or our YouTube 

channel at CHMBC

Pastor
Chauncy L. Jordan

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

The Psalmist 
David has always 
been an encourage-
ment to those who 
are cast down. He 
is one of the writ-
ers that I appreciate. 

He prayed many prayers where 
he tried to prove God in many 
instances. Whatever came on his 
pathway, he always relied on God 
for help. In Psalm 77:1, he says, 
“I cried unto God with my voice, 
even unto God with my voice; and 
He gave ear unto me.” That is what 
Ezra did too. Ezra cried unto God, 
and He heard his cry. God held out 
His hand of mercy. Here David 
says, “I cried unto God with my 
voice; and He gave ear unto me. In 
the day of my trouble, I sought the 
Lord: my sore ran in the night and 
ceased not: my soul refused to be 
comforted.”

Have you ever found yourself in 
a situation where you refused to 
be comforted? When your sorrow 
becomes so heavy and unbearable, 
when your burden becomes so se-
vere and stressful, when you get to 
a point where you feel like almost 
giving up, don’t give in or give up. 
God cares. He’s willing to grant 
the strength that you need at that 
time when you feel like you are so 
weak. He’ll stand by His children 
in every condition. “I will never 

leave thee, nor forsake thee.” He 
has always been our high tower. He 
has always been the Mighty God 
who will deliver us in every way. 
If we lean upon God and not to our 
own understanding, certainly, He 
will lead us on to victory. When 
you are cast down, when you have 
pain in the heart, remember the 
amazing grace of God. Remember 
that God cares above all; and if you 
cry unto Him out of a pure heart, 
He will grant you the blessing you 
are seeking.

Y es, the writer here found it a 
blessing to lean upon God, and to 
have confi dence in Him that He 
would deliver in the time of stress.

“I remembered God, and was 
troubled: I complained, and my 
spirit was overwhelmed. Thou 
holdest mine eyes waking. (Psalm 
77:3-4a)” When we are deeply dis-
tressed, we sleep well; when we 
are troubled, we sleep well. Not 
so. No sleep. A sense of discom-
fort is present. I am certain if you 
are troubled you can’t sleep. As it 
was long nights, sorrow has been 
your night’s season, tears on your 
pillow, and pain in your heart. The 
nights seem so long, and the tri-
als are severe; but someone said, 
“Down on my knees when sorrow 
arise, I talk to Jesus.”

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pas-
tor of Joynes Road Church of God, 
31 Joynes Road, Hampton, VA 
23669. 

P R E S E R V E D My help 
cometh from 

the Lord

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

 By Shewanda Riley
C ol u mnist

 By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special  to T h e M ississippi L ink
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LEGAL

Ad v er tisement f or  RFQ
RFQ  2022-04 Pr oj ect Ma na g ement a nd  Commu nica tions Su ppor t f or  JPS 

Hind s Ea r ly  Lea r ning  Colla b or a tiv e

Electronic RFQ  proposals for the above RFQ  will be received by the Board 
of rustees of the ac son Public chool istrict  in the Business ffi ce   
South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (L ocal Prevailing 

ime  ctober   at which time and lace the  will be ublicl  o ened 
and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all 
RFQ s, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any RFQ  if ap-
roved for fort fi ve calendar da s from the date s are o ened

here are two  o tions in which  ro osals ma  be obtained  own
load from Central Bidding website at www.centralbidding.com for a small fee of 

 or visit P  website at www ac son ms us and download  Ven
dors must be registered with Central Bidding in order to electronically upload 
RFQ s proposals at no cost. For any questions concerning the process, or how 
to re ister  lease contact entral Biddin  at 

Special Notice
U ntil further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 

 a m  local revailin  time  the date the bid is scheduled to o en  must be 
delivered to P  Board oom   outh tate treet  ac son   

 

LEGAL

Ad v er tisement f or  Bid
Bid  3 211 Su r plu s Liq u id a tion of  Ja ckson Pu b lic School Por ta b le 

Cla ssr ooms a t V a r iou s School Loca tions

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by 
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business 

ffi ce   outh President treet  ac son  ississi i  until   o
cal Prevailin  ime  ctober   at which time and lace the  will be 
publicly opened. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and 
all bids to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if ap-
roved for fort fi ve calendar da s from the date bids are o ened   

Pro osal forms and detailed s ecifi cations ma  be obtained free of char e b  
emailin  b ones ac son ms us or documents ma  be ic ed u  at the 
above address or downloaded from P  website at www ac son ms us  

SPECIAL  NOTICE

U ntil further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. 
until  a m  local revailin  time  the date the bid is scheduled to o en  
must be delivered to P  Board oom   outh tate treet  ac son  

 

 

LEGAL

NOTICE OF INV ITATION TO BID ON CITY-OW NED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of 
the City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 4th, 

 for the urchase of certain it owned ro ert  arcel   located 
at 400 E. Silas Brown Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bidding for the property 
will start at  he it  will retain all mineral ri hts it owns  to ether 
with the right of ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For 
additional information or for a bid form  contact Vic e ton at    
or e mail vse ton cit ac son ms us

BID INSTRU CTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and de-
livered to the it  ler  of the it  of ac son located in it  all at   
President t  ac son  ississi i  he outside of the envelo e must 
be plainly marked to identify the parcel number being bid on along with the 
bidder’s name. Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will 
be o ened on uesda  ctober th   at  m  in the ouncil ham
bers at it  all   outh President treet  ac son  ississi i

Preferential preference will be granted to all equivalent high bidders that sub-
mitted an application to the Surplus Property Committee. If multiple equiva-
lent high bidders submitted applications, a re-bid process utilizi ng the Best 
and Final Offer (BAFO) between those bidders will be granted to determine 
a winner. If multiple equivalent high bidders persist after BAFO, the re-bid 
rocess will be re eated  if necessar  until a sole hi h bidder is certifi ed

If multiple equivalent high bidders did not submit applications to the Sur-
plus Property Committee, a re-bid process utilizi ng the Best and Final Of-
fer (BAFO) between those bidders will be granted to determine a winner. If 
multiple equivalent high bidders persist after BAFO, the re-bid process will be 
re eated  if necessar  until a sole hi h bidder is certifi ed

If multiple equivalent high bidders consist of, one equivalent high bidder that 
submitted an application to the Surplus Property Committee and the other 
equivalent high bidder(s) that did not submit an application to the Surplus 
Property Committee, preferential preference will be granted to the bidder that 
submitted an application to the Surplus Property Committee.

City reserves the right to reject any and all bids
CITY  OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

  

LEGAL

Notice of  Sa le
Ab a nd oned  V ehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes governing 
the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle will be sold for repair 
and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

 issan ltima 
Vin  P
Registered to L ucille Cooper                                                                                                                           
 L ien Holder Ally Financial

ate of ale   ctober  

Place of ale  a id Bod  ho     w    ac son     a id 
Body Shop
ime of ale   a m

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and all bids.

  

LEGAL

Notice of  Sa le
Ab a nd oned  V ehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes governing 
the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle will be sold for repair 
and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

1994 Maz da Truck 
Vin  
Registered to Antoine Catherine                                                                                                                          
 L ien Holder Southern Import Specialists

ate of ale   ctober  

Place of ale  a id Bod  ho     w    ac son     a id 
Body Shop
ime of ale   a m

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and all bids. 

  

LEGAL

ADV ERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
 JTRAN BUS STOP IMPROV EMENTS CITY 

PROJECT NO. RFP# 2022-02

Sealed bids will be received by the City Council of the City of Jackson, Mississippi 
at the offi ce of the it  ler  it  all   outh President treet  P  Bo   
ac son  ississi i  until  P   uesda  ctober   for 

su l in  all labor and materials as s ecifi ed  necessar  for  Bus to  
m rovements    P P  P

Principal items of work are as follows:

1. Removal of Signs, including post and footing-190 each;
 emoval of i n Panels  includin  hardware  ;
 aintenance of raffi c;

4. Mobiliz ation;
 tandard oadside i ns  heet luminum   hic ness  ;
 quare ube Post      ;
 quare ube Post      

The above general outline of features of the work does not in any way limit the 
responsibility of the Contractor to perform all work and furnish all labor, equipment 
and materials required b  the s ecifi cations and the drawin s referred to therein

ontract time for this contract shall be  consecutive calendar da s from the ef
fective date shown in the Notice to Proceed. L iquidated damages will be assessed 
for each consecutive calendar day the Work has not achieved Final Completion. 

he amount of liquidated dama es er da  will be  lus an  additional 
actual costs above  incurred b  the wner  hese actual costs include  
but are not limited to, engineering, inspection, and other construction related costs 
resulting from the Contractor’s failure to complete the work on schedule.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public 
contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business 
opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selec-
tion, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal 
Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in accordance with the 
rovision of the it  of ac son s qual Business ortunit  B  ecutive 
rder  ailure to com l  with the it s ecutive rder shall disqualif  a contrac

tor, bidder, or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information 
on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the 

ivision of qual Business ortunit  at  o ies of the ecu
tive rder  B  Plan lications and a co  of the ro ram are available at  

outh President treet  uite  ac son  ississi i

he it  of ac son hereb  notifi es all bidders that in com liance with itle V  of the 
ivil i hts ct of  as amended    d to d  that all bidders 

will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will 
not be discriminated a ainst on the rounds of race  color  national ori in  or se  
in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and 
ensuring the quality of life of its citiz ens, through various programs, employment, 
initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/
or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract 
with the City on various projects and/or conduct business in the City to assist the 
City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for employment 
opportunities.

The City of Jackson ensures that the Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBEs), 
as outlined in   Part  as amended  have the ma imum o ortunit  to 
participate in the performance of contracts. Therefore, it is imperative that you read 
the DBE Section and complete the necessary paperwork in its entirety. If there 
is any evidence or indication that two or more bidders are in collusion to restrict 
competition or are otherwise engaged in anti-competitive practices, the submis-
sion of all such bidders shall be rejected, and such evidence may be cause for 
disqualifi cation of the artici ants in an  future solicitation underta en b  the it  
of Jackson.

Bidders must be qualifi ed under ississi i aw and show current ertifi cate of 
Responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Public Contractors estab-
lishin  his classifi cation as to the value and t e of construction on which he is 
authoriz ed to bid.

Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal forms to be provided, sealed in an 
envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: “Bid for JTRAN BU S 

P P V    P P  P  ach 
bidder shall write his ertifi cate of es onsibilit  umber on the outside of the 
sealed envelope containing his proposal.

Each Bidder must submit with his proposal a separate attachment stating the Bid-
der s qualifi cations to erform the or  he tatement of ualifi cations shall list 
past projects of similar siz e and nature, a list of references with name and tele-
phone number, a list of key personnel who will perform the work, and other informa-
tion su ortin  the bidder s qualifi cations

Bids, EBO and DBE plans shall be submitted in triplicate (bound/stapled sepa-
rately), sealed and deposited with the City Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, Mississippi 
prior to the hour and date hereinbefore designated. No bidder may withdraw his bid 
within 90 days after the actual date of the opening thereof.

ffi cial Bid ocuments  includin  the ontract ocuments and rawin s can be 
downloaded from Central Bidding at www.centralbidding.com. Electronic Bids may 
be submitted at www.centralbidding.com. For any questions related to the elec-
tronic biddin  rocess  lease call entral Biddin  at 

 Pre Bid eetin  is scheduled for uesda  e tember   at    
in the nd loor onference oom of the  dministrative aintenance a
cilit  at  i hwa   ac son  ississi i  ttendance b  all otential 
contractors, subcontractors, and other interested parties is strongly encouraged.

Awarding public contracts to non-resident Bidders will be on the same basis as 
the non-resident bidder’s state awards contracts to Mississippi Contractors bid-
din  under similar circumstances  urrent state law  ississi i eneral aws of 

 ha ter  section  of the ississi i ode of  as amended  
requires a non-resident bidder to attach to the bid a copy of the Bidder’s resident 
state’s current laws pertaining to such state’s treatment of nonresident contractors. 
Non-resident bidders must attach to their bid a copy of any bid preference law of 
the state, city, county, parish, province, nation or political subdivision where they 
are domiciled. If there is no such law where they are domiciled, all non-resident 
bidders shall attach a letter to their bid stating that there is no bid preference law 
where they are domiciled. The bid of any non-resident bidder who fails to attach to 
its bid a copy of its domicile’s bid preference law or a letter stating that its domicile 
has no such bid preference law, whichever is applicable, shall be rejected and not 
considered for award.

ach Bidder must de osit with his bid a Bid Bond or ertifi ed hec  in an amount 
equal to fi ve ercent  of the bid  a able to the it  of ac son as bid securit  
Bidders shall also submit a current fi nancial statement  if requested b  the it  of 
Jackson. The successful bidder will be required to furnish a Payment Bond and 
Performance Bond each in the amount of  of the contract amount

ontract rawin s  ontract ecifi cations  nstructions to Bidders and Bidders 
Pro osal forms are on fi le and o en to ublic ins ection in the ffi ce of rans orta
tion, Department of Planning &  Development, City of Jackson, Mississippi and the 

ffi ce of the it  ler

onstructions lans were com leted throu h the ffi ce of rans ortation   
i hwa    ac son    or technical questions email m uice ac

sonms.gov.

he it  of ac son hereb  notifi es all Bidders that minorit  and women business 
enterprises are solicited to bid on these contracts as prime contractors and are 
encouraged to make inquiries regarding potential subcontracting opportunities, 
equipment, material and/or supply needs.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any 
informalities or irregularities therein.

Christine Welch, Deputy 
irector ffi ce of rans ortation

  

LEGAL

 

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING 

ZONING CASE NO. 4185

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
it  ouncil of ac son  ississi i  a earin  in inute Boo   at a e  

thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereb  that oll  est  od  o  has fi led with the Plannin  Board for the 
City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rez oning from R-1 (Single-Family) 

esidential istrict to  ei hborhood  i ed se istrict to allow for 
consistency with the z oning in the immediate vicinity of the property and to cre-
ate more opportunities for neighborhood retail land uses for the property lo-
cated at   efferson t  Parcel  in the irst udicial istrict of inds 
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

A certain parcel of land situated in Five Acre L ot 7  North, in the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi and being more particularly described by metes and bounds as fol-
lows: Beginning at a point in the West line of North Jefferson Street which is 

 feet measured outherl  alon  the est line of orth efferson treet 
from its intersection with the South line of Boyd Street as both street are now laid 
out and improved; thence Northerly along the West line of North Jefferson Street 

 feet; thence turn to the left throu h and an le of  de rees  minutes and 
run esterl  alon  a bric  retainin  wall and a fence line for a distance of  
feet; thence Southerly and parallel with the West line of North Jefferson Street 
for a distance of  feet to a oint in the ed e ow; thence asterl  alon  
said ed e ow and a ro ection thereof for a distance of  feet to the Point 
of Beginning. Being further described as a strip of land off the South end of that 
parcel of land conveyed by David Shelton to Emma P. Stockton by Deed dated 

ctober   of record in the offi ce of the hancer  ler  of inds ount  
at ac son  ississi i in eed Boo    at Pa e  and bein  the same 
ro ert  conve ed to P  uff b   lewhite on a    of record in 

the offi ce of the hancer  ler  in eed Boo   at Pa e  ubsequentl  
conveyed by D.P. Ruff to Mrs. Jessie Stanley Ruff of record in the aforesaid 

hancer  ler s ffi ce in Boo   at Pa e  reference to all of which is 
made in aid of this description.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
ac son onference oom  irst loor  arren  ood Buildin    Presi

dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, September 
  at which time all arties interested in or affected thereb  will be heard 

both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon 
which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council 
of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property 
within the area  and if made in writin  must be fi led with the it  onin  dmin
istrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, 
or b  counsel on said date  f a request is made to the onin  dministrator at 
least  hours in advance  the it  will ta e ste s to accommodate citi ens need 
for inter reters or au iliar  aids for the visuall hearin  im aired

  V       P B   
    P  B  B    P

P  V   P      V  
V    P        

      B   
 P B    V  V  B   

    P   P
B   

 m  si nature this st da  of e tember 

/s/Ester L . Ainsworth
onin  dministrator

City of Jackson, Mississippi

 



LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT 

ZONING CASE NO. 4186

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G  at page 115  thereof, 
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, 
that saac B rd   has fi led with the Plannin  Board for the it  of ac son  an 
a lication requestin  a se Permit within a  eneral  ommercial istrict to 
allow for a liquor store in a nei hborhood sho in  center and not in combination 
with a convenience type grocery store or service station for the property located at 

 orth tate t  Parcel   in the irst udicial istrict of inds ount  
ississi i  and bein  more articularl  described as

Bein  situated in ection  ownshi   orth  an e  ast  ac son  inds 
ount  irst udicial istrict  ississi i  and  bein  more articularl  described 

as follows 

Be innin  at a concrete monument mar in  the  corner of orth Broadmoor  
Part  as recorded in Plat Boo   at Pa e  of the hancer  records of inds 

ount  ississi i  and run outhwesterl  alon  the est boundar  of orth 
Broadmoor  Part    feet to an iron in found; turn thence throu h an interior 
an le of  de rees  minutes  seconds and run westerl   feet; turn 
thence throu h an interior an le of  de rees  minutes  seconds and run 

ortheasterl  arallel with the est boundar  of orth Broadmoor Part   

feet to the outh    line of he ard oad; turn thence throu h an interior 
an le of  de rees  minutes  seconds and run asterl  alon  the outh 

   line of he ard oad   feet to the Point of Be innin  ontainin  
 acres  more or less

Bein  situated in section  ownshi   orth  an e ast  ac son  inds 
ount  irst udicial istrict  ississi i  and bein  more articularl  described 

as follows

Be innin  at a concrete monument mar in  the  corner of orth Broadmoor  
Part  as recorded in Plat Boo   at Pa e  of the hancer  records of inds 
County, 

ississi i  and run esterl  alon  the outh    line of he ard oad feet 
to the Point of Be innin ; thence continue to run esterl  alon  the outh   

 line of he ard oad  feet to a oint on the ast    of orth tate 
treet; thence throu h an interior an le of  de rees  minutes  run outh

westerl  alon  the ast    line of orth tate treet  feet; thence turn 
throu h an interior an le of  de rees  minutes and run ortheasterl    
feet; thence turn throu h an interior an le of  de rees  minutes  seconds 
and run ortheasterl   feet to the Point of Be innin

aid a lication will be heard at the it  Plannin  Board earin  in the ndrew 
ac son onference oom  irst loor  arren  ood Buildin    President 
treet in ac son  ississi i  at  m  on ednesda  e tember   

at which time all arties interested in or affected thereb  will be heard both ro and 

con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which the City 
Plannin  Board can ma e its recommendation to the it  ouncil of ac son  n  
ob ection thereto ma  be made b  an  erson ownin  ro ert  within the area  and 
if made in writin  must be fi led with the it  onin  dministrator before said time 
if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. 
f a request is made to the onin  dministrator at least  hours in advance  the 
it  will ta e ste s to accommodate citi ens need for inter reters or au iliar  aids 

for the visuall hearin  im aired

  V       P B    
   P  B  B    PP  

V   P      V  
V    P          

    B    P B   
 V  V  B   

    P   P B   

 m  si nature this st da  of e tember 

s ster  insworth
onin  dministrator

City of Jackson, Mississippi

 

LEGAL

ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A LEISURE AND RECREATION DISTRICT 
W ITHIN THE CORPORATE BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY OF JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI AND DESIGNATE THE GEOGRAPHIC AREAS INCLUDED 
W ITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF SAID DISTRICT. 

 the it  of ac son  ississi i the it  is a munici al cor
oration  or ani ed and e istin  accordin  to the laws of the tate of issis

si i; and

 durin  the  e islative ession  the ississi i e islature 
enacted ouse Bill  effective ul    and codifi ed in iss  ode 

nn    which ermits and authori es certain munici alities in the 
tate of ississi i to establish eisure and ecreation istricts  and to 

desi nate the eo ra hic areas to be included within the district; and

 durin  the  e islative ession  the ississi i e islature 
enacted enate Bill  effective ul    which amended iss  ode 

nn    b  rovidin  that the overnin  authorities of a munici alit  
b  ordinance  ma  establish one or more leisure and recreation districts with
in the cor orate boundaries of the munici alit  and desi nate the eo ra hic 
area or areas to be included within a district; and

 iss  ode nn    requires that an rdinance which 
establishes a eisure and ecreation istrict include a detailed descri tion 
of the area or areas within the district, the boundaries of the district, and a 

eoreferenced ma  of the district  as well as a descri tion of the manner in 
which the munici alit  will rovide for adequate law enforcement and other 

ublic safet  measures and services within the district; and

 munici alities which create eisure and ecreation istricts au
thori e business entities that hold alcoholic bevera e ermits issued b  the 

e artment of evenue  and that are located within the boundaries of the 
desi nated eisure and ecreation istrict  to allow atrons to leave the li
censed remises with an o en container of alcohol and to carr  and consume 
alcoholic bevera es within the desi nated eisure and ecreation istrict; 
and

 the overnin  authorit  of the it  has determined and hereb  
fi nds that the it  of ac son would benefi t from the establishment of a ei
sure and ecreation istrict within the Belhaven own enter b  enhancin  

edestrian oriented areas; and

 the overnin  authorit  of the it  has further determined that 
the establishment of a eisure and ecreation istrict at Belhaven own 

enter would be in the best interests of the it ; and

 the overnin  authorit  of the it  has found and determined 
that the manner of current law enforcement is adequate and suffi cient for the 
area to be desi nated as a eisure and ecreation istrict  and the a or 
therefore has a reed to direct that the ac son Police e artment continue 
to rovide adequate and suffi cient law enforcement and other ublic safet  
measures and services as stated herein in the it s eisure and ecreation 

istrict established ursuant to this rdinance; and

 nothin  herein is intended to confer an  ri hts or entitlement as 
the sale of alcohol within an area desi nated as a eisure and ecreation 

istrict is a rivile e and not a ri ht and is sub ect at all times to reasonable 
re ulation; and

 sub ect to iss  ode nn    and this rdinance  the 
it  hereb  establishes a eisure and ecreation istrict at Belhaven own 
enter as more full  set forth herein;

 the it  of ac son ado ted an ordinance establishin  a eisure 
and ecreation istrict for the Belhaven own enter on une   re
corded in inute Boo   a es ; and

 the it  of ac son established as art of that ordinance the 
eo ra hic area included in the boundar  of the district; and

 the it  of ac son reco ni es the need to e tend the boundar
ies to a reater eo ra hic area due to economic rowth of the town center; 
and

  B    B      
      PP   

              P    he matters  facts and thin s 
recited in the above and fore oin  Preamble to this rdinance be  and the  
are hereb  ado ted as the offi cial fi ndin s of the overnin  authorit  of the 
City.
               his ordinance shall be nown as  

B  B V       

    B    nder the 
authorit  ranted in iss  ode nn    the it  does hereb  es
tablish a eisure and ecreation istrict in Belhaven own enter  within the 
geographic areas and within such boundaries as are set forth and designated 
herein and as re resented on the eo referenced ma  which is incor orated 
herein and attached hereto as hibit  he eisure and ecreation istrict 
established herein shall be nown as the Belhaven own enter eisure and 

ecreation istrict  the istrict  and shall have the boundaries incor o
rated herein and attached hereto as hibit 

   P    B V  
P ;  n  on remises retail alcoholic bevera e er
mittee a ermittee  located within the istrict shall com l  with all laws  
rules and re ulations which overn its license t e  e ce t that a atron  

uest or member of that ermittee ma  remove an o en container of alcohol
ic bevera e  beer or wine from the licensed remises  and ma  ossess and 
consume such bevera e outside of the licensed remises an where within 
the boundaries of the istrict sub ect to the followin  re ulations

 othin  in this rdinance ermits a atron to ossess or consume an al
coholic beverage, beer or wine in an open container that was not purchased 
from an on remises retail alcohol bevera e ermittee located within the is
trict.

  erson ma  not enter licensed remises with an o en container or closed 
container of alcoholic bevera e  beer or wine acquired outside the istrict

  ermittee located in the istrict shall allow alcoholic bevera es to be re
moved from the licensed remises onl  in containers ossessin  the insi nia 
or indicia of a ermittee or the istrict

 o ermittee shall allow a atron  uest or member to e it its licensed 
remises with more than one o en container of an alcoholic bevera e  and 

it shall be unlawful for an  erson to e it such licensed remises with more 

than one such o en container  Permittees located in the istrict ma  allow 
alcoholic bevera es to be removed from the licensed remises durin  the 

istrict s hours of consum tion  which are durin  the ermittees  hours of 
operation.

 othin  in this rdinance shall require a ermittee located in the istrict to 
allow its atrons to remove alcoholic bevera es in o en containers from the 
licensed remises

  Permittees located in the istrict shall ost  at all oints of e ress from 
the licensed remises  a ma  of the boundaries of the istrict in which it is 
located alon  with an overview of the olicies enacted to enforce this rdi
nance  he ma  and olicies shall be rovided  either in electronic or a er 
form  to those ermittees u on their request

 he ur ose of this rdinance bein  rimaril  to allow edestrians to carr  
o en containers as described in this rdinance within the istrict  nothin  
in this ordinance shall be construed to allow atrons  uests  or members of 
a ermittee to drive a motor vehicle or non motor vehicle while carr in  an 
open container of alcoholic beverage onto or into such vehicle, and it shall 
be a violation of this rdinance for an  erson to drive a motor vehicle or 
non motor vehicle while carr in  an o en container  as described in this r
dinance  containin  an alcoholic bevera e within the istrict in which it was 
purchased. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to allow patrons, 

uests or members of a ermittee to leave the istrict as a edestrian or as
sen er in a motor vehicle or non motor vehicle of an  ind while carr in  an 
open container of an alcoholic beverage.

 ach ermittee shall be required to lace trash rece tacles  consistent 
with the s ecifi c desi n a roved for the istrict  at an e it and or entrance 
door of the licensed remises

   P   B     P
;  ithin the boundaries of the istrict  a ermittee 

ma  also allow beer and li ht wine to be removed from the licensed remises 
sub ect to the same re ulations and lcoholic Bevera es and ine

     B V  or the ur oses 
of this rdinance  the term alcoholic bevera es  shall mean an  alcoholic 
liquid  includin  wines of more than fi ve ercent  of alcohol b  wei ht  
ca able of bein  consumed as a bevera e b  a human bein  includin  na
tive wines  ithin the boundaries of the istrict  a ermittee ma  allow beer 
and li ht wine to be removed from the licensed remises as ermitted in 
Section 4 of this Ordinance.

  V    he it  reserves the ri ht to 
modif  or re eal this rdinance  and an  district desi nation created here
under  u on at least thirt  da s written notice to all ermittees located within 
the istrict

  P B    he it  b  and throu h its 
Police and ire e artments  shall rovide for adequate law enforcement 
and other ublic safet  measures and services with the istrict as required 
b  tate aw  n addition  the Police and ire e artment shall rovide ub
lic safet  services within the istrict in the same manner it rovides those 
services in the remainder of the it  othin  in this rdinance shall amend 
or chan e an  other ordinance ertainin  to am lifi ed music  noise  litter or 
loitering.

    ll ordinances or arts thereof 
in con  ict with this rdinance  to include without limitation  ha ter  of the 

ode of rdinances of the it  of ac son  are hereb  declared to be ina
licable within the eo ra hic boundaries of the istrict

  V   his ordinance shall be effective u on a
roval as required b  law  e ecution and ublication

  P   P   he ordinance reviousl  
a roved on une   and recorded in inute Boo   a es  is 
repealed upon the effective date of this ordinance.

hibit 

hibit 

P   B   Point of intersection of the north ri ht of wa  line 
of arlisle treet and the east ri ht of wa  line of orth treet in the it  of 
Jackson, Mississippi.

hence  un in a northerl  direction alon  the east ri ht of wa  line of orth 
treet to the oint of intersection of the south ri ht of wa  line of Po lar Bou

levard.
hence  un in a westerl  direction alon  the south ri ht of wa  line of Po

lar Boulevard to the oint of intersection of the east ri ht of wa  line of tate 
Street.

hence  un in a southerl  direction alon  the east ri ht of wa  line of tate 
treet to the oint of intersection with the south ri ht of wa  line of anshi  

Street.
hence  un in a easterl  direction alon  the south ri ht of wa  line of an

shi  treet to the oint of intersection with the west ri ht of wa  line of orth 
Jefferson Street.

hence  un in a southerl  direction alon  the west ri ht of wa  line of orth 
efferson treet to the oint of intersection with the north ri ht of wa  line of 

Carlisle Street.
hence  un in a easterl  direction alon  the north ri ht of wa  line of arl

isle street to the P   B

ouncil ember indsa  moved ado tion; ouncil ember Ban s seconded

eas  Ban s  oote  ri ell  artle  ee  indsa  and to es  
a s  one
bsent  one   

n ela arris
Municipal Clerk

 n ela arris  the dul  a ointed qualifi ed unici al ler  and lawful cus
todian of records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the 
fore oin  is a true and e act co  of an rder assed b  the it  ouncil 
at its ecial ouncil eetin  u ust   and recorded in inute Boo  

V  P s  

 m  si nature and offi cial seal of offi ce  this the th da  of e
tember  

                                                     n ela arris  unici al ler
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ORDINANCE ADDING SECTION 5 8-41 AND AMENDING SECTIONS 5 8-3 7 AND 
5 8-5  OF THE CITY OF JACKSON CODE OF ORDINANCES TO ADD ADDITIONAL 
PROV ISIONS RELATED TO THE INSTALLATION OF AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER 
SYSTEMS IN NEW , RENOV ATED, OR MODIFIED BUILDINGS CONTAINING A 
GROUP R OCCUPANCY, AND TO ADD A PROV ISION RELATED TO THE INSTAL-
LATION OF AN APPROV ED, AUTOMATIC, AND LABORATORY TESTED FIRE 
EXTINGUISHING DEV ICE OV ER EACH STOV E IN EACH UNIT OF BUILDINGS 
CONTAINING TW O OR MORE UNITS W ITH NO AUTOMATIC FIRE SUPPRES-
SION SPRINKLER SYSTEM, AND THE ENFORCEMENT OF FIRE PREV ENTION 
CODES, ORDINANCES, ARREST V IOLATIONS AND PENALTIES. 

 on u ust   the ac son it  ouncil ado ted the  nterna
tional ire ode and a endices; and

 on u ust   the ac son it  ouncil ado ted ordinances in ad
dition to the  nternational ire ode and a endices  which were recorded in 

inute Boo   at a es ; and 

 the ado ted additional ordinances were codifi ed at ection  of the 
it  of ac son ode of rdinances; and

 the fi re marshal recommends that additional rovisions related to the in
stallation of automatic s rin ler s stems in new  renovated  or modifi ed rou   oc
cu anc  buildin s  the enforcement of fi re revention codes and ordinances; arrests 
for violations; modifi cation of requirements; a eals; enalties  and stove to  fi re su
ression s stems be ado ted; and

 the installation of automatic s rin ler s stems in new  renovated or modi
fi ed rou   occu anc  buildin s will rovide an initial line of defense a ainst loss of 
life and serves the best interest of citi ens who dwell in the referenced buildin s; and

 the best interest of the owners of the units will also be served b  installa
tion of the automatic s rin ler s stems which rovide an initial line of defense a ainst 
substantial loss of ro ert  when fi res occur; and

 the fi re marshal also recommends that additional rovisions related to the 
installation of a roved  automatic  and laborator  tested fi re e tin uishin  devices be 
laced above a stove to  in certain dwellin  units or com le es with no automatic fi re 

su ression s rin ler s stem; and

 requirin  a roved  automatic  and laborator  tested fi re e tin uishin  
devices above the stove to  in multi famil  com le es with two  or more units will 
reserve life and ro ert  because coo in  has been identifi ed b  the ational ire 
ncident e ortin  stem as bein  one of the to  fi ve causes of fi res in a artments

  B    B       
PP  that ection  of the ode of rdinances of the it  of ac son be 

amended in accordance with the fi re marshal s recommendations to add the followin  
rovision

ec    mendments

ection  rou   n accordance with ection  of the nternational ire 
ode  re ulations  an automatic s rin ler s stem shall be installed throu hout all 

new  renovated  or modifi ed buildin s containin  a rou   occu anc  where one of 
the followin  conditions e ists

 he fi re area e ceeds  square feet m  e cludin  sin le famil  dwellin s;
 ccu ancies containin  two or more dwellin  units

    that ection  of the ode of rdinances of the it  
of ac son be amended in accordance with the fi re marshal s recommendations to add 
the followin  rovision

ec    tove o  ire u ression stems

wners and mana ers of buildin s containin  two or more dwellin  units with no au
tomatic fi re su ression s rin ler s stem that contain inde endent coo in  and bath
room facilities shall install and maintain an a roved  automatic  and laborator  tested 
fi re e tin uishin  device desi ned to su ress fi res over each stove located in each 
dwellin  unit on or be ond ul    he devices shall be activated without human 
intervention and shall require no maintenance  ins ection  or recertifi cation within the 
life s an of the device  ll devices must be re laced as recommended b  the manufac
turers rior to the e iration date listed on the device

    that ection  of the ode of rdinances of the it  of 
ac son be further amended in accordance with the fi re marshal s recommendations 

to add the followin  rovision

ec    nforcement of fi re revention codes and ordinances; arrests for viola
tions; modifi cation of requirements; a eals; enalties

e  n  erson  fi rm  or cor oration who shall violate an  of the rovisions of such 
offi ciall  ado ted code or fail to com l  therewith  or who shall build in violation of 
an  detailed statement of s ecifi cations or lans submitted and a roved under such 
code  or an  certifi cate or ermit issued under such code  or who shall violate or fail 
to com l  with an  order made under such code  and from which no a eal has been 
ta en  or who shall fail to com l  with such an order as affi rmed or modifi ed b  the 
board of fi re code a eals and ad ustments  the cit  council  or court of com etent 
urisdiction  within the time fi ed therein  shall severall  for each and ever  such viola
tion and noncom liance res ectivel  be uilt  of a misdemeanor and  u on convic
tion  shall be unished b  the im osition of a fi ne of not less than  or more 
than  or b  im risonment for a eriod of time not less than thirt   or more 
than ninet   da s  or b  both such fi ne and im risonment  he im osition of one 
enalt  for a violation shall not e cuse the violation or ermit it to continue  and the 
erson res onsible therefor shall be required to correct or remed  such violations or 

defects within a reasonable time and  when not otherwise s ecifi ed  each fi ve da s 
that rohibited conditions are maintained shall constitute a se arate unishable of
fense  he a lication of such enalt  shall not be held to revent the enforced re
moval of rohibited conditions

ouncil ember indsa  moved ado tion; ouncil ember to es seconded

eas  Ban s  oote  ri ell  artle  ee  indsa  and to es  
a s  one
bsent  one  

n ela arris
Municipal Clerk

 n ela arris  the dul  a ointed qualifi ed unici al ler  and lawful custodian of 
records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is a true 
and e act co  of an rder assed b  the it  ouncil at its ecial ouncil eetin  

u ust   and recorded in inute Boo  V  P s  

 m  si nature and offi cial seal of offi ce  this the th da  of e tember  

  n ela arris  unici al ler
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT 

ZONING CASE NO. 4187

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G  at page 115  thereof, 
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that 

sama asser has fi led with the Plannin  Board for the it  of ac son  an a lica
tion requestin  a se Permit to allow for a smo e sho va e tobacco ara hernalia 
retail business  within a  eneral  ommercial istrict on ro ert  located at 

  ount  ine d   uite  Parcel   in the irst udicial istrict of 
inds ount  ississi i  and bein  more articularl  described as

 certain arcel of land containin    acres  more or less  l in  and bein  situ
ated in ots    and  of Bloc   all in Virden atch Place i hland olon  
according to the map or plat thereof as recorded in Surveyor’s Recorded Book, A, 
Pa e  in the ffi ce of hancer  ler  irst udicial istrict  of inds ount  is
sissi i  and bein  more articularl  described as follows

ommencin  at an iron in mar in  the orthwest corner of ildwood orth ubdivi
sion  Part  accordin  to the lat on fi le in the ffi ce of the hancer  ler  inds 

ount  ississi i  in Plat Boo   at Pa e  run thence orth  de rees  min
utes 09 seconds East along the East boundary of Jamestown Subdivision, according 
to the lat on fi le in the ffi ce of the hancer  ler  of ac son  inds ount  issis
si i  in Plat Boo   at Pa e  for a distance of  feet to an iron in; run thence 

orth  de rees  minutes  seconds est for a distance of  feet to an iron 
in on the astern ri ht of wa  of id ewood oad as it is now laid out and e ists; run 

thence orth  de rees  minutes  seconds ast alon  said astern ri ht of wa  
for a distance of  feet to the centerline of id ewood ourt rive; thence followin  
the aforesaid centerline throu h a curve to the left described b  elta   de ree 

 minutes  seconds  radius   feet  en th  feet and whose chord 
bears orth  de rees  minutes  seconds ast a distance of  feet to a 

oint; thence leavin  the aforesaid center line id ewood ourt rive  run orth  
de rees  minutes  seconds est for a distance  feet to the orther ri ht of 
wa  of id ewood ourt rive; thence orth  de rees  minutes  seconds ast 
alon  said orthern ri ht of wa  line for a distance of  feet to the outhwest 
corner of and the Point of Be innin  for the ro ert  herein described; leavin  said 

orthern ri ht of wa  line  run thence orth  de rees  minutes  seconds est 
for a distance of  feet; thence orth  de rees  minutes  seconds ast 
for a distance of  feet; thence orth for a distance of  feet; thence outh 

 de rees  minutes  seconds ast for a distance of  feet; thence orth  
de rees  minutes  seconds ast for a distance of  feet; thence outh  
de rees  minutes  seconds ast for a distance of  feet; thence orth  
degrees 02 minutes 32 seconds East for a distance of 200.00 feet to the Southern 
ri ht of wa  line of ount  ine oad  as it is now laid out and e ists; run thence 
Easterly, counterclockwise along the arc of a curve on said Southern right of way for 
a distance of  feet to the oint on an enc  said curve havin  a central an le 
of  de rees  minutes  seconds a radius of  feet and chord bearin  of 

outh  de rees  minutes  seconds ast for a distance of  feet; thence 
outh  de rees  minutes  seconds ast alon  said outhern ri ht of wa  line 

for a distance of  feet; leavin  said outhern ri ht of wa  line run thence outh 
 de rees  minutes  seconds est for a distance of  feet; thence orth 
 de rees  minutes  seconds est for a distance of  feet; thence outh 
 de rees  minutes  seconds est for a distance of  feet; thence outh 
 de rees  minutes  seconds ast for a distance of  feet; thence outh 
 de rees  minutes  seconds est for a distance of  feet; thence outh 
 de rees  minutes  seconds ast for a distance of  feet; thence outh 
 de rees  minutes  seconds ast for a distance of  feet to the aforesaid 

orthern ri ht of wa  line of id ewood ourt rive; thence outhwesterl  cloc wise 
alon  the arc of a curve on said orthern ri ht of wa  line for a distance of  
feet to the Point of an enc  said curve havin  a central an le of  de rees  
minutes  seconds  a radius of  feet and a chord bearin  of outh  de rees 

 minutes  seconds est for a distance of  feet; thence outh  de rees 
 minutes  seconds est for a distance of  feet to the Point of Be innin

P  

 certain arcel of land containin   acres l in  and bein  situated in ots  and 
 of Bloc   all in Virden atch Place i hland olon  accordin  to the ma  or 

lat thereof as recorded in urve or s ecord Boo   Pa e  in the ffi ce of the 
hancer  ler  irst udicial istrict  of inds ount  ississi i  and bein  more 
articularl  described as follows

ommencin  at an iron in mar in  the orthwest corner of ildwood orth ubdivi
sion  Part l  accordin  to the lat on fi le in the ffi ce of the hancer  ler  of ac son  

inds ount  ississi i  in Plate Boo   at Pa e  run thence orth  de rees 
 minutes  seconds ast alon  the ast boundar  of amestown ubdivision  ac

cordin  to the lat on fi le in the ffi ce of hancer  ler  of ac son  inds ount  
ississi i  in Plat Boo   at Pa e  for a distance of  feet to an iron in; run 

thence orth  de rees  minutes  seconds ast for a distance of  feet to 
an iron in; run thence orth  de rees  minutes  seconds est for a distance 
of  feet to an iron in on the astern ri ht of wa  of id ewood oad as it is 
now laid and e ists; run thence orth  de rees  minutes  seconds ast alon  
said Easter right of way for a distance of 5 2.5 5  feet to the centerline of Ridgewood 

ourt rive; thence followin  the aforesaid centerline throu h a curve to the left de
scribed b  elta   de rees  minutes  seconds  radius   feet  en th  

 feet and whose chord bears orth  de rees  minutes  seconds ast for 
a distance of  feet to a oint; thence leavin  the aforesaid center line of id e
wood ourt rive  run orth  de rees  minutes  seconds est for a distance 
of  feet to an iron rod and the Point of Be innin  of the herein described arcel 
of land; run thence outhwesterl  cloc wise alon  the arc of a curve on the orthern 
ri ht of wa  of id ewood ourt drive for a distance of  feet  said curve havin  
a central an le of  de rees  minutes  seconds  a radius of  feet and a 
chord bein  of outh  de rees  minutes  seconds est for a distance of  
feet; leavin  said orthern ri ht of wa  line  run thence orth  de rees  minutes 

 seconds est for a distance of  feet; thence orth  de rees  minutes  
seconds est for a distance of  feet; thence orth  de rees  minutes  
seconds est for a distance of  feet to aforesaid astern ri ht of wa  line of 

id ewood oad; thence orth  de rees  minutes  seconds ast alon  said 
astern ri ht of wa  line for a distance of  feet; leavin  said astern ri ht of 

wa  line  run thence outh  de rees  minutes  seconds ast for a distance 
of  feet; thence orth for a distance of  feet; thence orth  de rees  
minutes  seconds ast for a distance of  feet; thence outh  de rees  
minutes  seconds ast for a distance of  feet; thence orth  de rees  
minutes  seconds ast for a distance of  feet; thence outh  de rees  
minutes  seconds ast for a distance of  feet; thence outh  de rees  
minutes  seconds est for a distance of  feet; thence outh  de rees  
minutes  seconds ast for a distance of  feet to the Point of Be innin

  those certain ri hts a urtenant to the ro ert  contain in

eci rocal asement reement e ecuted b  and between ount  ine Pla a  td  a 
e as limited artnershi  and hic il  nc  a eor ia cor oration  dated  

fi led on  at   recorded in Boo   Pa e 

eci rocal asement reement e ecuted b  and between ount  ine Pla a  td  
and o eland s of ew rleans  nc  dated  fi led on  at  P  
recorded in Boo   Pa e 

Reciprocal Easement and Operation Agreement executed by and between County 
ine Pla a  td  and ircuit it  tores  nc  a Vir inia or oration  dated  

fi led on  at  P  recorded in Boo   Pa e 

mendment to eci rocal asement and eration reement e ecuted b  and be
tween ount  ine Pla a  td  nd ircuit it  tores  nc  a Vir inia or oration  
dated  fi led on  at   recorded in Boo   a e 

eci rocal asement reement e ecuted b  and between ount  ine Pla a  td  
and id ewood evelo ment   dated  fi led on  at   re
corded in Boo   Pa e  as to al reen s Parcel

aid a lication will be heard at the it  Plannin  Board earin  in the ndrew ac
son onference oom  irst loor  arren  ood Buildin    President treet 
in ac son  ississi i  at  m  on ednesda  e tember   at which 
time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said 
question  after which a record will be established u on which the it  Plannin  Board 
can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto 
may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing 
must be fi led with the it  onin  dministrator before said time if a hearin  thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired  or b  counsel on said date  f a request is made 
to the onin  dministrator at least  hours in advance  the it  will ta e ste s to 
accommodate citi ens need for inter reters or au iliar  aids for the visuall hearin  
impaired.

  V       P B     
  P  B  B    PP  V  

 P      V  V    
P            

  B    P B    V  
V  B      

 P   P B   

 m  si nature this st da  of e tember 

s ster  insworth
onin  dministrator

City of Jackson, Mississippi
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENTS 
TO THE CITY OF JACKSON ZONING ORDINANCE

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
ouncil of ac son  ississi i  a earin  in inute Boo   at a e  thereof  no

tice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in anywise affected thereby, that the 
Plannin  Board for the it  of ac son  will be conductin  a ublic hearin  on ro osed 
te t amendments to the it  of ac son ffi cial onin  rdinance as ado ted on a  

  and subsequentl  amended  

mendments to the te t of the onin  ordinance are intended to rovide for a more ef
fi cient onin  rdinance and establish more effective onin  re ulations for each of the 
onin  districts    o ies of the ro osed te t amendments will be available for review at 

the ffi ce of it  Plannin    President treet  uite  ac son     or 
additional information lease submit an email to eainsworth cit ac son ms us  

he said ro osed te t amendments will be heard at the it  Plannin  Board earin  
in the ndrew ac son onference oom  irst loor  arren  ood Buildin    
President treet in ac son  ississi i  at  m  on ednesda  e tember  
2022 at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard after which a 
record will be established u on which the it  Plannin  Board can ma e its recommen
dation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person 
ownin  ro ert  within the area  and if made in writin  must be fi led with the it  onin  
Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, 
or b  counsel on said date  f a request is made to the onin  dministrator at least  
hours in advance  the it  will ta e ste s to accommodate citi ens need for inter reters 
or au iliar  aids for the visuall hearin  im aired

  V       P B     
  P  B  B    PP  V   

P      V  V    P
           

  B    P B    V  
V  B      

P   P B    

 m  si nature this the  da  of e tember  

s ster  insworth
onin  dministrator

City of Jackson, Mississippi

 



COMPUTER and IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-970-0059 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET). Computer with internet is
required.
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Office
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained,
Certified and ready to work in months!
Call 888-709-3198. (M-F 8am-6pm ET).
Computer with internet is required.

LANDOWNERS - LEASING YOUR
LAND TO HUNTERS? Double your
income with Base Camp Leasing’s hunter
and reduce risk with FREE $5M liability
insurance. Call for a free quote (888)
871-1982

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
today with a GENERAC Home Standby
Generator. $0 Money Down plus low
monthly payment options. Request a FREE
QUOTE - Call now before the next power
outage: 1-844-316-8630
THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare
for power outages and power your home.
Full installation services available. $0
Down Financing Option. Request a FREE,
no obligation, quote today. Call 1-844-
355-7099.
TROUBLE HEARING YOUR TV? Try
TV EARS - Voice Clarifying Wireless TV
Speaker. Better than a soundbar and/or
turning the TV volume way up. Special,
limited time $50 off offer. Call TV Ears.
Use code MBSP50. Call 1-833-994-0778

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior and
Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-1028

LANDOWNERS - LEASING YOUR
LAND TO HUNTERS? Double your
income with Base Camp Leasing’s hunter
and reduce risk with FREE $5M liability
insurance. Call for a free quote (888)
871-1982

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
www.dental50plus.com/mspress #6258
SAVE MONEY ON YOUR HEALTH
INSURANCE! Affordable rate on Health
Insurance. Let us show you want you can
save. Call now! 833-983-
3606

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143

THE COVID CRISIS has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans.
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can
help! Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call 1-
855-657-2412

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY or Appealing a Denied
Claim? Call Bill Gordon and Assoc. Our
case managers simplify the process and
work hard to help with your case. Call 1-
855-746-6457. FREE Consultation. Local
Attorneys Nationwide (Mail: 2420 N. St.
NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.))

STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR
DISEASE are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-855-393-
5067.

Week of September 18, 2022

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

I n s u r a n c e

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

F o r S a l e

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

H o m e I m p r o v e m e n t
S e r v i c e s - F i n a n c i a l

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

F a r m E q u i p m e n t

H u n t i n g

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3 118  Liv ing st o n R o a d
CASH & CARRY
C a pit o l St r eet   a nd Mo num ent  St r eet
CITY HALL
219  S Pr esident  St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
26 5 9  Liv ing st o n R o a d
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 9 5 7 N o r t hv iew  D r  ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
203 0 N  Siw ell R d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
43 3 1 H ig hw a y  8 0W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5 9 9 0 Medg a r  E v er s B lv d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 C a pit o l St  ( D o w nt o w n J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 04 B r ia r w o o d D r
DOLLAR GENERAL 
28 5 5  Mc D o w ell R d
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Ter r y  R d
J & A FUEL STORES
3 249  Medg a r  E v er s  B lv d.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
23 25  Liv ing st o n R d.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
N o r t hside D r iv e
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
6 5 3  D uling  A v enue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
J a c kso n Medic a l Ma ll 
3 5 0 W  W o o dr o w  W ilso n A v enue
SHELL FOOD MART
5 49 2 W a t kins D r iv e

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6 3 9 4 R idg ew o o d R d ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Ter r y  R d ( So ut h J a c kso n)
WALGREENS 
3 8 0 W .  W o o dr o w  W ilso n A v e

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - anton, MS
B & B
702 est orth Street - anton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 orth Liberty - anton, MS
BULLY’S STORE

hurch Street - anton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - anton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther ing Drive - anton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - anton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 hurch Street - anton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 est Fulton Street - anton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - anton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - anton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 estside Drive - anton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125  Sw ing ing  B r idg e  D r .
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5 777 Ter r y  R o a d
CITY HALL
Ter r y   R o a d

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - linton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
a t  E x it  78
CITY HALL 
W est   C unning ha m   A v enue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
5 05  E .  Ma in St r eet
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port ibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 . Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 . ourt Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 ourtyard S uare, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi H w y  18
PITT STOP 
101 H w y  18  &  27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 316-8630

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!
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Growing Mississippi’s 
economy—together.
We live and work in the communities we serve, 
and we’re invested in growing this place we all call 
home. So we’re always looking to partner with local 
suppliers and contractors to help us bring safer, 
more reliable energy to the people of Mississippi.

So if you’re a Mississippi-based supplier or 
contractor, we’d like to include you on future 
proposals for projects. Because no one knows how 
to better serve the people of this state than you. 

If you’d like to learn more about our qualification 
and insurance requirements, bid and contracting 
processes and other details, reach out to us  
at Supplier@SpireEnergy.com, or visit us at  
SpireEnergy.com/Doing-Business-Spire.

At Spire, we’re proud to support Hire Mississippi.
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W h e n  a  w a t e r  c r i s i s  f o r c e d  
s c h o o l s  b a c k  o n l i n e  i n  J a c k s o n ,  
Mississippi, fi fth-grade teacher 
R y a n  J o h n s o n  s a w  r e m i n d e r s  
e v e r y w h e r e  o f  p a n d e m i c  t i m e s .

T w o  a n d  a  h a l f  y e a r s  a f t e r  
s c h o o l s  s w i t c h e d  t o  r e m o t e  
learning for COVID-19, he 
once again logged into online 
learning to see kids lying in bed 
at home while tuning in for his 
c l a s s e s .

T h i s  t i m e ,  J o h n s o n  a l s o  h a d  
to assist his young daughter, 
who was stuck at home trying 
to keep up with second grade. 
Sh e  a s k e d  r e p e a t e d l y  w h e n  s h e  
could go back to school.

The stint in remote learn-
ing was short-lived for the 
20,000-student school system 
in Jackson. But it highlighted 
an alarming reality: Schools are 
relying on online classes when 
c o m m u n i t i e s  f a c e  t h e i r  m o s t  
trying times – disasters like 
wildfi res, storms or a lack of 
w a t e r .  An d  e x p e r t s  s a y  i t ’ s  n o t  
a  s u s t a i n a b l e  s o l u t i o n .

When Jackson’s troubled wa-
t e r  s y s t e m  l e f t  t h e  c i t y  w i t h  d r y  
taps and unfl ushable toilets for 
several days, school went on-
line for a week. Enough water 
p r e s s u r e  w a s  r e s t o r e d  l a s t  w e e k  
for children to go back in per-
son, and the boil-water notice 
w a s  l i f t e d  T h u r s d a y  a f t e r  n e a r l y  
s e v e n  w e e k s .

Still, online learning com-
p o u n d e d  t h e  d i s r u p t i o n  f o r  
c h i l d r e n  a n d  t e a c h e r s .  Fa m i l i e s  
waited in lines for hours to get 
w a t e r  t o  d r i n k  o r  w a s h .  B a c k  a t  
home, children slogged through 
i n t e r n e t  c l a s s e s ,  o f t e n  w i t h  t h e  
w h o l e  f a m i l y  i n  t h e  h o u s e  o n c e  
again.

J o h n s o n  s a i d  h e  d i d  h i s  b e s t  
to juggle it all and keep his stu-
dents engaged, drawing on his 
e x t e n d e d  e x p e r i e n c e  f r o m  t h e  
p a n d e m i c ,  b u t  i t  w a s  f a r  f r o m  
p e r f e c t .

“You try to look at the glass 
h a l f  f u l l  a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s i b l e , ’ ’  
h e  s a i d .

T h e r e  w a s  a  t i m e ,  e a r l y  i n  t h e  
p a n d e m i c ,  w h e n  h o p e s  w e r e  
high for remote learning. It 
m a d e  s n o w  d a y s  o b s o l e t e ,  a n d  
s o m e  s c h o o l s  e x p e r i m e n t e d  
with online learning in place of 
substitute teachers. The poten-
t i a l  s e e m e d  e n d l e s s .

But remote learning’s short-
comings have become more 
clear. The shift to remote learn-
ing for COVID-19 left many 
s t u d e n t s  b e h i n d  w h e r e  t h e y  
s h o u l d  b e  a c a d e m i c a l l y  a n d  
a d d e d  t o  s t r a i n s  o n  t h e i r  m e n t a l  
h e a l t h .

At  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  i t  l e d  t o  
increased access to technology 
and skills that make remote in-
struction doable on a large scale 
– an impossibility just four 
years ago.

In 2018, two hurricanes – 
Florence and Michael – struck 
the same regions in North 
Carolina, causing schools to 
c l o s e .  So m e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  o u t  
o f  s c h o o l  f o r  w e e k s .  T h e r e  w e r e  
attempts at remote learning, but 
m a n y  l a c k e d  a c c e s s  t o  l a p t o p s  
and other technology. Most 
schools tried to redistribute stu-
dents to other in-person facili-
t i e s ,  s a i d  G a r y  H e n r y ,  d e a n  o f  
the University of Delaware’s 
College of Education and Hu-
man Development, who has 
been part of a long-term re-
search effort studying the im-
p a c t .

Now, Henry thinks districts 
will reach fi rst for remote learn-
ing. In the short term – a few 
weeks, perhaps – he thinks it 
c o u l d  b e  a  w a y  t o  k e e p  s t u d e n t s  
o n  t r a c k ,  b u t  t h e  p a n d e m i c  
s h o w e d  i t ’ s  n o t  a  s u s t a i n a b l e  
m o d e l .

“I think it will be an auto-
m a t i c  r e s p o n s e  i n  m o s t  p l a c e s  
to short-term disruptions in 
schooling,’’ he said. “It’s going 
to be the fi rst reaction, whereas, 

back during the hurricanes, it 
was: Where can we get these 
students in another physical lo-
c a t i o n  w h e r e  t h e y  c a n  r e s u m e  
their school experience? Now I 
think it’s going to be: How can 
we get organized to provide re-
mote learning?’’

Schools in Mora, New Mexi-
co, switched to remote learning 
l a s t  Ap r i l  w h e n  t h e  t o w n  w a s  
evacuated due to a wildfi re.

It was a rocky start, Superin-
t e n d e n t  M a r v i n  M a c Au l e y  s a i d .  
So m e  o f  t h e  d i s p l a c e d  s t u d e n t s  
and teachers were in evacua-
t i o n  c e n t e r s ,  w i t h o u t  a c c e s s  t o  
their technology. As time went 
o n ,  p e o p l e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  a c c e s s  
computers or tablets and the in-
t e r n e t .

In mid-August, students went 
b a c k  t o  s c h o o l ,  i n  p e r s o n ,  f o r  
the fi rst time since the fi re. The 
y e a r  s t a r t e d  w i t h  a n  e m p h a s i s  
on social-emotional learning, to 
address the diffi culties students 
h a v e  f a c e d .  Ev e n  w i t h  s o c i a l  
workers reaching out, MacAu-
ley said it was diffi cult gauging 
how students were doing during 
remote learning.

“ W h e n  t h e r e ’ s  a  l o t  o f  s t u f f  
t h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d ,  i t ’ s  b e t t e r  t o  
h a v e  t h e  k i d s  i n  p e r s o n  s o  y o u  
c a n  s e e  h o w  t h e y  a r e ,  t a k e  n o t e  
o f  t h e i r  b e h a v i o r s  a n d  p r o v i d e  
t h e  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e m , ’ ’  h e  s a i d .

In Cresskill, New Jersey, af-
ter Hurricane Ida hit in 2021, 
the building housing the high 
s c h o o l  a n d  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  w a s  
left underwater. The school sys-
t e m  h a d  n o  c h o i c e  b u t  t o  s t a r t  
t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  v i r t u a l l y .

“That’s rough,’’ Superin-
t e n d e n t  M i c h a e l  B u r k e  s a i d .  
“That’s rough for kids for men-
tal health issues. It’s rough 
for kids for socialization. And 
i t ’ s  h a r d  f o r  p a r e n t s  w h o  h a v e  
to arrange for someone to be 
h o m e .  Y o u  k n o w ,  a n d  t h a t ’ s  t h e  
most frustrating part, is that it 
came on the heels of COVID. 
And people were at a breaking 

p o i n t . ’ ’
Eventually, Cresskill offered 

hybrid learning, working with 
a local church, utilizing its 14 
c l a s s r o o m s .  La t e r ,  i n  Fe b r u a r y ,  
the school moved into a neigh-
boring town’s church building, 
which allowed students to go 
b a c k  e v e r y  d a y .

Sarah Barrs’ daughter, who 
is now a seventh grader, was 
scheduled to go to orientation 
t h e  w e e k  t h e  s t o r m  d e c i m a t e d  
the school. She said some con-
sidered remote learning an ade-
q u a t e  s o l u t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a d  
d o n e  i t  b e f o r e  o u t  o f  n e c e s s i t y .

“It’s not school,’’ she said. 
“It’s a last resort and it shouldn’t 
b e  a  c r u t c h  t h a t  w e  r e l y  o n  f o r  
s c h o o l . ’ ’

In Jackson, Johnson used his 
e x p e r i e n c e  f r o m  t h e  p a n d e m i c  
t o  h e l p  n e w  t e a c h e r s  a t  h i s  
s c h o o l  w h e n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  m o v e d  
online during the water crisis. 
For one, he tried to ensure stu-
d e n t s  h a d  t h e i r  l a p t o p  c a m e r a s  
on, in hopes of keeping them 
f o c u s e d .  T e a c h e r s  w o r k e d  h a r d  
l a s t  y e a r  t o  h e l p  s t u d e n t s  c a t c h  
u p ,  h e  s a i d ,  a n d  h e  w o r r i e d  
a b o u t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  e f f e c t s  o f  
a n o t h e r  e x t e n d e d  c l o s u r e .

As  t h e  w a t e r  p r e s s u r e  c a m e  
b a c k ,  t h e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  b u s e d  
s o m e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  t o  
alternate sites to bring them 
back to in-person instruction as 
q u i c k l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .

“It’s certainly not our fi rst 
o p t i o n , ’ ’  s a i d  Sh e r w i n  J o h n s o n ,  
a spokesman for Jackson Pub-
lic Schools. “Having them not 
learning at all, which would be 
the other option, is unaccept-
a b l e . ’ ’

Brooke Schultz  is a corps 
member for the Associated 
Press/ Report for America 
Statehouse N ews Initiative. 
Report for America is a non-
profi t national service program 
that places j ournalists in local 
newsrooms to report on under-
covered issues.

T h e  “ b a d d e s t  b a n d  i n  t h e  
land,” Jackson State Universi-
t y ’ s  So n i c  B o o m  o f  t h e  So u t h ,  
presents its 2nd annual High 
Sc h o o l  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B a n d s  
Su n d a y ,  Se p t .  2 5 ,  2 0 2 2 ,  a t  
Mississippi Veterans Memo-
r i a l  St a d i u m .  T h e  B o o m  w i l l  
host 12 high school bands 
from throughout the southern 
region.

JSU’s Director of Bands 
Roderick Little, Ph.D. said 
his decision to bring back the 
B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B a n d s  a f t e r  t h e  
p a n d e m i c  w o u l d  h e l p  f u e l  
the renaissance happening in 
J a c k s o n .

“ W i t h  t h e  r e c e n t  u p t i c k  i n  
the excitement surrounding 
Jackson State, I want to bring 
b a c k  t h e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  v a l u e  
to band programs as well,” 
Little explained. The rele-
vance behind showcasing the 
talents of high school groups, 
w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  h a p p e n  q u i t e  
often, is a great opportunity to 
d i s p l a y  t h e i r  t a l e n t s . ”

T h e  d i r e c t o r  p o i n t e d  o u t  
that there will be no colle-
giate band groups without 
high school band groups. He 
f u r t h e r  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  e v e n t  a s  
a n  e x c e l l e n t  r e c r u i t m e n t  t o o l  
f o r  J SU  a n d  a n  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  
t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y ;  o t h e r s  s e e m  
to agree.

“I feel this is a great oppor-
t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  k i d s  t o  s e e  t h a t  
t h e  B o o m  i s  h e r e  t o  r e p r e s e n t  

a n d  t h a t  w e  a r e  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e  
b e s t  b a n d s  i n  t h e  l a n d , ”  s a i d  
Marvin Meda, head drum ma-
j o r  f o r  t h e  So n i c  B o o m .

M u s i c  l o v e r s  w i l l  b e  a b l e  
to enjoy fi eld and stand per-
formances from the following 
bands:

• Central High School – 
M e m p h i s ,  T e n n e s s e e

• Cleveland Central High 
School – Cleveland, Missis-
s i p p i

• Jim Hill High School – 
J a c k s o n ,  M i s s i s s i p p i

• Jonesboro High School – 
Jonesboro, Georgia

• Lake Charles College Prep 
– Lake Charles, Louisiana

• McKinley High School – 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

• Murrah High School – 
J a c k s o n ,  M i s s i s s i p p i

• New Manchester High 
School – Douglasville, Geor-
gia

• Northwestern Miami High 
School – Miami, Florida

• Skyline High School – 
Dallas, Texas

• Westover High School – 
Albany, Georgia

• Whitehaven, High School 
– Memphis, Tennessee

So n i c  B o o m  b a n d  m e m b e r s  
and staff are anticipating the 
electrifying experience to be 
a sell-out event for fans of all 
ages.

Gates open at 1 p.m., and 
the event starts at 3 p.m. Tick-
e t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  o n l i n e  f o r  
$25 and $35 at the gate.

JPS provides afterschool pro-
gramming across all feeder pat-
terns and for each school, ensuring 
equitable access to high-quality 
out-of-school time experiences. 

Beginning October 10, each pro-
gram will offer a host of enrich-
m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  o u r  
a f t e r s c h o o l  p a r t n e r s ,  h o m e w o r k  
assistance, academic tutoring, 

m e a l s  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .
En r i c h m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e ,  

b u t  a r e  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  s p o r t s ,  
dance, exercise, visual arts, per-
forming arts, STEM, college 
readiness, career readiness, fi nan-
cial literacy, test prep, ACT prep, 
social-emotional learning, mentor-
ing, healthy eating, music produc-
t i o n ,  d r a m a t i c  a r t s  a n d  m u c h  m o r e .  

EDUCATION

By Brooke Schultz
Associated Press/Report for America

Schools are going 
online in disasters, 

worsening disruption

The Sonic Boom 
of the South 
hosts its 2nd 
Annual High 

School Battle
of the Bands

JPS provides afterschool 
programming

Nissan believes in 
the power of education.

W e a r e pr o ud 
suppo r t er s o f  
st udent s a nd 
educ a t o r s 
ev er y w her e.

By Anthony Howard
Jackson State University
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BOOK REVIEW:

AMERICAN SIRENS:
THE INCREDIBLE STORY OF THE BLACK MEN WHO 
BECAME AMERICA’S FIRST PARAMEDICS
BY KEVIN HAZZARD
C.2022, HACHETTE BOOK
$30.00 • 336 PAGES

P i e p e r  Le w i s  h a d  n e v e r  
k n o w n  f r e e d o m  a n d  h a d  n e v e r  
e n j o y e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  a n d  g u i d -
a n c e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  c h i l d r e n  t o  
s u c c e e d .

T h e  1 7 - y e a r - o l d  p l e a d e d  
g u i l t y  t o  v o l u n t a r y  m a n s l a u g h -
t e r  a n d  w i l l f u l  i n j u r y  f o r  f a t a l l y  
s t a b b i n g  Z a c h a r y  B r o o k s ,  3 7 ,  
w h o  a u t h o r i t i e s  a d m i t t e d  r a p e d  
h e r  m u l t i p l e  t i m e s  i n  2 0 2 0  w h e n  
s h e  w a s  1 5 .

B r o o k s ,  w h o m  p r o s e c u t o r s  
a c k n o w l e d g e d  p u r c h a s e d  P i e p e r  
from a sex traffi cking ring, also 
w a s  a c c u s e d  o f  r e p e a t e d l y  d r u g -
g i n g  a n d  b e a t i n g  t h e  t e e n .

P o l k  Co u n t y  Di s t r i c t  J u d g e  
Da v i d  P o r t e r  s e n t e n c e d  P i e p e r  
to fi ve years of supervised pro-
b a t i o n  a n d  o r d e r e d  h e r  t o  p a y  
$ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  r e s t i t u t i o n  t o  t h e  
m a n ’ s  f a m i l y .

T h e  j u d g e  s a i d  Io w a  l a w  r e -
q u i r e d  t h e  r e s t i t u t i o n  t o  t h e  f a m -
i l y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  $ 4 , 0 0 0  t o  t h e  s t a t e .

“ T h e  c o u r t  i s  c o g n i z a n t  t h a t  
y o u  a n d  y o u r  s u p p o r t e r s  w i l l  b e  
f r u s t r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  
o f  t h e  $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  i n  r e s t i t u t i o n  t o  
M r .  B r o o k s ’  e s t a t e , ”  P o r t e r  t o l d  
P i e p e r .  “ T h i s  c o u r t  i s  p r e s e n t e d  
w i t h  n o  o t h e r  o p t i o n ,  o t h e r  t h a n  
w h i c h  i s  d i c t a t e d  b y  t h e  l a w  o f  
t h i s  s t a t e . ”

H e  a l s o  t o l d  P i e p e r  t h a t  s h e ’ s  
t o  r e f r a i n  f r o m  g e t t i n g  i n t o  a n y  
t r o u b l e ,  o r  h e ’ d  o t h e r w i s e  i m -
p o s e  a  2 0 - y e a r  p r i s o n  s e n t e n c e .  
H o w e v e r ,  i f  s h e  m e e t s  t h e  c o n -
d i t i o n s  o f  h e r  s e n t e n c e ,  t h e  c o u r t  
c o u l d  e x p u n g e  P i e p e r ’ s  r e c o r d .

In  c o u r t ,  P i e p e r  s p o k e  a b o u t  
o v e r c o m i n g  h e r  c h a l l e n g i n g  
s i t u a t i o n .

“ M y  s p i r i t  h a s  b e e n  b u r n e d  
b u t  s t i l l  g l o w s  t h r o u g h  t h e  
fl ames,” she read from a pre-

p a r e d  s t a t e m e n t .  “ H e a r  m e  r o a r ,  
s e e  m e  g l o w ,  a n d  w a t c h  m e  
g r o w .  I a m  a  s u r v i v o r . ”

W h i l e  s u p p o r t  f o r  P i e p e r  h a d  
b e e n  e l u s i v e  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  –  
s h e  w a s  r a i s e d  i n  f o s t e r  c a r e  
a n d  s h i p p e d  f r o m  h o m e  t o  h o m e  
–  h e r  h i g h  s c h o o l  m a t h  t e a c h e r  
Le l a n d  Sc h i p p e r  s t e p p e d  i n  t o  
o f f e r  w h a t  n o  o n e  h a d  e v e r  d o n e .

Sc h i p p e r  s t a r t e d  a  G o Fu n d M e  
c r o w d s o u r c i n g  p a g e  f o r  P i e p e r  
t o  h e l p  o f f s e t  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  
$ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  j u d g m e n t  a n d  t o  h e l p  
h e r  r e s t a r t  h e r  l i f e .

“ T o d a y ,  m y  f o r m e r  s t u d e n t ,  
P i e p e r  Le w i s ,  b r a v e l y  t o o k  t h e  
m i c r o p h o n e  d u r i n g  h e r  s e n t e n c -
i n g  h e a r i n g  a n d  t o l d  t h e  c o u r t -
r o o m  t h a t  h e r  v o i c e  m a t t e r e d , ”  
Sc h i p p e r  w r o t e  o n  t h e  f u n d r a i s -
i n g  s i t e .  “ I w a s  i n c r e d i b l y  p r o u d  
o f  h e r .  Sh e  w a s  p o w e r f u l ,  a n d  
s h e  b r o u g h t  m e  t o  t e a r s . ”

Sc h i p p e r  s a i d  P i e p e r ,  w h o  h a d  
a l r e a d y  s p e n t  n e a r l y  t h r e e  y e a r s  
i n  j u v e n i l e  d e t e n t i o n  a w a i t i n g  
t r i a l ,  d i d  n o t  d e s e r v e  t o  s p e n d  
t i m e  i n  a n  a d u l t  p r i s o n .

“ Ins t e a d, t he  j udge  ga ve  he r  
fi ve years of probation. He de-
c i de d t ha t  834 da ys  s he  s pe nt  i n 

j uve ni l e  de t e nt i on a w a i t i ng he r  
s e nt e nc i ng w a s  e nough ‘ pun-
ishment’ for a then fi fteen-year-
ol d gi r l  w ho ha d be e n ki c ke d 
out  of  he r  hom e  a nd f ound 
he r s e l f  s l e e pi ng i n t he  s t a i r w e l l  
of  one  of  t he  m os t  da nge r ous  
a pa r t m e nt  c om pl e xe s  i n De s  
M oi ne s ,”  t he  m a t h t e a c he r  
w r ot e .

T h e  f u n d r a i s i n g  e f f o r t  h a s  
n e t t e d  m o r e  t h a n  $ 3 2 5 , 0 0 0  t o  
d a t e ,  a n d  Sc h i p p e r  c a l l e d  h e r  
s e n t e n c e  a  “ c o m p a s s i o n a t e  o u t -
c o m e . ”

Li k e  m a n y  w h o ’ v e  r e a c t e d  t o  
t h e  r e s t i t u t i o n  p a r t  o f  h e r  s e n -
t e n c e ,  Sc h i p p e r  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  
P i e p e r  “ d o e s  n o t  o w e  t h a t  m a n ’ s  
f a m i l y  j u s t i c e . ”

“ P i e p e r  d o e s  n o t  d e s e r v e  t o  
be fi nancially burdened for the 
r e s t  o f  h e r  l i f e  b e c a u s e  t h e  s t a t e  
o f  Io w a  w r o t e  a  l a w  t h a t  f a i l s  t o  
g i v e  j u d g e s  a n y  d i s c r e t i o n  a s  t o  
h o w  i t  i s  a p p l i e d , ”  h e  s a i d .  “ T h i s  
l a w  d o e s n ’ t  m a k e  s e n s e  i n  m a n y  
c a s e s ,  b u t  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  i t ’ s  m o r -
ally unjustifi able. A child who 
w a s  r a p e d ,  u n d e r  n o  c i r c u m -
s t a n c e s ,  s h o u l d  o w e  t h e  r a p i s t ’ s  
f a m i l y  m o n e y . ”

Fundraiser tops $300K
for teen ordered to pay 

her alleged rapist’s family

Y ou c a n ’ t  not  l ook f or  t he  
w hoop.

W he n t ha t  s ou nd r e gi s t e r s  i n 
your  br a i n, l e t ’ s  f a c e  i t :  you’ r e  
g onna  r ub be r ne c k. Y ou w onde r  
i f  s om e one  you  know  i s  i ns i de  
t ha t  w hoopi ng ve hi c l e , i n a n 
a c c i de nt , or  w or s e . Y ou m i ght  
e ve n t ha nk  a  hi ghe r  pow e r  t ha t  
it’s not you in there. And once 
you’ve read “American Sirens” 
by K e vi n H a z z a r d, you’ l l  t hi nk  
o f  t he  he r oe s  i n t he  ba c k of  t ha t  
a m bul a nc e .

W he n J ohn M oon s a w  w ha t  

w a s  ha p pe ni ng t o t he  ol d hom e -
l e s s  m a n on t he  s t r e e t , he  c a r e -
f ul l y s t e p pe d i n, a s s ur i ng t he  
pol i c e  t ha t  he  c oul d he l p. H e  
kne w  t he  ol d m a n;  a dm i r e d t he  
guy , ha d l ooke d up t o hi m  onc e , 
a s  a  m e nt or .

T he  m a n w a s  a  he r o.
M oon ha d m e t  t he  guy i n 

1971, ba c k w he n he  w a s  w or k-
i ng a  de a d- e nd j ob a s  a  hos pi -
t a l  or de r l y . O ne  a f t e r noon, he  
w a t c he d i n a w e  a s  t w o i m pr e s -
s i ve  bl a c k m e n i n w hi t e  uni f or m s  
s w oope d i n t o t he  hos pi t a l  a nd 
t ook c ha r ge  of  a  pa t i e nt , l e a vi ng  
a s  uns ha ka bl y a s  t he y’ d a r r i ve d. 

T he y w or e  s e w n- on Fr e e dom  
H ous e  pa t c he s , a nd M oon kne w  
i ns t a nt l y t ha t  he  w a nt e d i n on 
w ha t e ve r  t he y w e r e  doi ng.

B e f or e  t he n, a m bul a nc e  s e r -
vi c e  w a s  a  w hol e  di f f e r e nt  t hi ng 
in America. If you had a medical 
e m e r ge nc y , you c a l l e d pol i c e  or  
f une r a l  di r e c t or s  t o ge t  you t o a  
hos pi t a l . If  you w e r e  i n m e di c a l  
c r i s i s , t ough l uc k;  t he y w e r e n’ t  
t r a i ne d f or  t ha t . If  you l i ve d i n 
P i t t s bur gh’ s  H i l l  a r e a , you c a l l e d  
a n a m bul a nc e  s e r vi c e  t ha t  w a s  
r un by bl a c k m e n w ho di d t he i r  
be s t  w i t h w ha t  t he y ha d – unt i l  
P e t e r  Sa f a r  m e t  t he  m e n of  t ha t  

a m bul a nc e  s e r vi c e , Fr e e dom  
H ous e .

B or n i n V i e nna , a  s ur vi vor  of  
N a z i  G e r m a ny , Dr . Sa f a r  ha d 
s pe nt  hi s  l i f e  s t udyi ng w a ys  
t o ke e p pe opl e  f r om  dyi ng of  
things he could fi x. He’d in-
ve nt e d a  l i f e s a vi ng m e t hod  
c a l l e d CP R  a nd he  t a ught  i t  t o 
a nyone  w ho w a nt e d t o l e a r n,  
but  i t  w a s n’ t  e no ugh . N o, Sa f a r  
w a s  s ur e  t ha t  i f  he  pu t  t oge t he r  
a  t e a m  of  i ndi vi du a l s , t r a i ne d  
t he m , or ga ni z e d t he m , a nd gi ve  
t he m  w he e l s , t he y c oul d s a ve  
e ve n m or e  l i ve s ...

Som e one ’ s  s c r e a m i ng i nt o a  

phone . Som e one  e l s e  i s  pa ni c k-
i ng. Em ot i ons  a r e  hi gh, i t ’ s  pur e  
c ha os , i t ’ s  w ha t  ha ppe ns  i n a  
medical emergency. “American 
Si r e ns ”  i s  qui t e  a  bi t  l e s s  f r a nt i c ,  
a nd t ha t ’ s  oka y .

Y e s , t he r e  a r e  a  f e w  t r ue - m e d-
i c i ne  t ype  t a l e s  i ns i de  t hi s  book 
but  m or e  t ha n a nyt hi ng, a ut hor  
K e vi n H a z z a r d t e l l s  a  t a l e  of  
he r oi s m  pe r f or m e d by m e n a nd 
w om e n, done  dur i ng a nd de -
s pi t e  di s c our a gi ng f r us t r a t i on  
c a us e d by pol i t i c s  a nd r a c i s m .  
T he  de pt h of  t he  l a t t e r , a nd t he  
l e ngt hs  t o w hi c h t he  f or m e r  
w e nt  t o e nd Fr e e dom  H ous e , a r e  

qui t e  s h oc ki ng, e ve n gi ve n t he  
t i m e s .

And while that’s a big part of 
t hi s  s t or y , i t ’ s  not  t he  be s t  pa r t :  
you’ l l  be  t hr i l l e d a nd pr oud of  
t he  pe opl e  H a z z a r d i nt r oduc e s  
you t o. K now i ng t he m  gi ve s  you 
a  bi g c ha nc e  t o be  t ha nkf ul  f or  
a l l  t ha t  pr of e s s i ona l s  l i ke  t he m  
do.

T hi s  s l i c e  of  hi s t or y book i s  
pe r f e c t  f or  t r ue - m e di c i ne  f a ns , 
but  a dr e na l i ne  j unki e s  m i ght  
l i ke  i t , t oo. If  t ha t ’ s  you, t he n 
“American Sirens” will make 
you w hoop.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
C ol u mnist

W RTM-FM 100.5  FM, JACKSON’ S SOUL, 
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN 
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE 
V ARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC 
ADULTS W ANT TO HEAR!  
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By Stacy M. Brown
N N PA N ew sw ire C ontrib u tor

While support for Pieper Lewis had been elusive over the years 
– she was raised in foster care and shipped from home to home – 
her high school math teacher Leland Schipper stepped in to offer 
what no one had ever done. Schipper started a GoFundMe crowd-
sourcing page for Pieper to help offset the cost of the $150,000 
judgment and to help her restart her life
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Strength Roofing and Siding’s donation
Strength Roofing and Siding donated bottled water to the Hinds 
County School District. We appreciate their contribution to our 
district which allowed us to continue educating our students 
in-person. We thank them for working with us to make our 
future generation brighter and safe. (pictured are Superintendent 
Delesicia Martin and Matt Marciel.

Terry High School
Terry High School hosted a truss topping party. This allowed groups of 
Terry High students the honor of writing and signing a message on the 
last truss to be installed on the new construction at Terry High School 
Expansion project.
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SP O R T S

Do m i n a t i n g .  J a c k s o n  St a t e  d o m i -
n a t e d  G r a m b l i n g  St a t e  l a s t  Sa t u r d a y  
w i n n i n g  6 6 - 2 4 .  T h a t ’ s  h o w  i t  e n d e d ,  
w i t h  a  4 5 - 7  s e c o n d  h a l f  b e a t d o w n .

T h e  g a m e  b e g a n  w i t h  2  t o u c h -
d o w n s  f o r  J SU .  T o u c h d o w n  r u n s  b y  
q u a r t e r b a c k  Sh e d e u r  Sa n d e r s  a n d  
Sy’veon Wilkerson in the fi rst quar-
t e r  r e v v e d  T i g e r  N a t i o n  u p  e a r l y .

On the last play of the fi rst quar-
t e r ,  r u n n i n g  b a c k  M a u r i c e  W a s h -
i n g t o n  f o r  G r a m b l i n g ,  s c o r e d  o n  a  
7 3  y a r d  t o u c h d o w n  r u n ,  y i e l d i n g  
the Darkside Defense’s fi rst touch-
d o w n  o f  t h e  s e a s o n .  Sh e d e u r  Sa n d -
e r s  f u m b l e d  o n  t h e  e n s u i n g  d r i v e  f o r  
J a c k s o n  St a t e .  G r a m b l i n g ’ s  B r y a n  
P o w e l l  s c o o p e d  u p  t h e  b a l l ,  r a n  i t  i n  
f o r  a  1 7  y a r d  t o u c h d o w n .  G a m e  t i e d  
a t  1 4 .  H o m e  c r o w d  s t u n n e d .

T h e  T i g e r s  b o u n c e d  b a c k  o n  t h e i r  
n e x t  d r i v e .  Sh e d e u r  Sa n d e r s  h i t  Da l -
l a s  Da n i e l s  f o r  a  7  y a r d  t o u c h d o w n  
p a s s .  G r a m b l i n g  k i c k e r  G a r r e t t  U r -
ban kicked a 41 yard fi eld goal as 
t h e  h a l f  e x p i r e d  a n d  c a r r i e d  m o m e n -
t u m  i n t o  h a l f t i m e .  

Co a c h  De i o n  Sa n d e r s  w a s  n o t  
h a p p y  w i t h  h i s  t e a m  a t  h a l f t i m e .  
“ St a r t e d  o f f  p l a y i n g  l i k e  h o t  g a r -
bage in the fi rst half but we put it all 
t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f , ”  c o a c h  
Sa n d e r s  s a i d .  “ ( W e )  p l a y e d  J a c k s o n  
St a t e  f o o t b a l l  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f .  I 
j u s t  w a n t  o n e  o f  t h e s e  g a m e s  t o  b e  
c o m p l e t e . ”

O n e  c o u l d  a t t r i b u t e  t h e  t e a m  b e -
ing overhyped for their fi rst home 
g a m e .  T h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  p r e  g a m e  
a c t i v i t i e s  h a p p e n i n g .  O n e  o f  t h o s e  
t h i n g s  w a s  a  t r i b u t e  t o  R a p p e r  
Y o u n g  Do l p h  w h o  w a s  k i l l e d  l a s t  
N o v e m b e r .  T h e  T i g e r  t u n n e l  w i l l  
b e  n a m e d  f o r  h i m  t h i s  s e a s o n .  H i s  
f a m i l y  a n d  s u p p o r t e r s  w e r e  s p e c i a l  
g u e s t s  o f  c o a c h  Sa n d e r s  a n d  t o o k  
p i c s  w i t h  h i m  b e f o r e  t h e  g a m e .

J SU  s t a r t e d  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  b e i n g  
p h y s i c a l .

So p h o m o r e  r u n n i n g  b a c k  
Sy ’ v e o n  W i l k e r s o n  r a n  t h e  b a l l  w i t h  
p h y s i c a l i t y  a n d  p o w e r .  H u r d l i n g  
d e f e n d e r s ,  r u n n i n g  o v e r  d e f e n d e r s ,  
s p e e d i n g  p a s t  d e f e n d e r s ,  h e  d i d  i t  
a l l .  O n  t h e  d a y ,  W i l k e r s o n  w o u l d  
fi nish with 23 carries for 142 yards 
r u s h i n g  c o u p l e d  w i t h  2  t o u c h d o w n s .

So p h o m o r e  q u a r t e r b a c k  Sh e d e u r  
Sa n d e r s  c a m e  a l i v e  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  
h a l f  a s  w e l l .  Sa n d e r s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  
j u n i o r  w i d e  r e c e i v e r  W i l l i e  G a i n e s  
o n  a n  8 6  y a r d  t o u c h d o w n  p a s s .  T h e  
l o n g e s t  t o u c h d o w n  p a s s  o f  Sa n d -
e r s ’  c a r e e r .  W h i l e  G a i n e s  r e c e i v e d  
t h e  l o n g e s t  t o u c h d o w n  p a s s  o f  t h e  
d a y ,  w i d e  r e c e i v e r  Da l l a s  Da n i e l s  
r e c e i v e d  t h e  m o s t  t o u c h d o w n s  f o r  
the day. Daniels fi nished the game 
w i t h  7  r e c e p t i o n s  f o r  1 2 0  y a r d s  w i t h  
3  t o u c h d o w n s .

Sh e d e u r  Sa n d e r s  w o n  O f f e n s i v e  
P l a y e r  o f  t h e  G a m e .  Sa n d e r s  c o m -
p l e t e d  2 2  o f  3 4  p a s s e s  f o r  3 5 7  y a r d s ,  
4  t o u c h d o w n  p a s s e s ,  9  c a r r i e r s  f o r  
2 0  y a r d s  w i t h  2  r u s h i n g  t o u c h -
d o w n s .  J a c k s o n  St a t e  t o t a l e d  o v e r  
6 0 0  y a r d s  o f  o f f e n s e .

T h e  De f e n s e  c a m e  o u t  u p s e t  a f t e r  
allowing their fi rst touchdown of the 
s e a s o n .  T h e y  p l a y e d  l i k e  i t .  G r a m -
bling State would only get 2 fi rst 
d o w n s  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f .  G r a m -
b l i n g  St a t e  Q u a r t e r b a c k  Q u a t e r i u s  
H a w k i n s  t h r e w  2  i n t e r c e p t i o n s  a n d  
w a s  o n l y  a b l e  t o  c o m p l e t e  1 2  o f  3 0  
p a s s e s  f o r  1 2 3  y a r d s .  W i t h  t h e  g a m e  
f a r  o u t  o f  r e a c h  a n d  w i t h  r e s e r v e  d e -
f e n d e r s  p l a y i n g ,  H a w k i n s  c o n n e c t -
e d  w i t h  Ly n d o n  R a s h  f o r  a  7 4  y a r d  
t o u c h d o w n  l a t e  i n  t h e  4 t h  q u a r t e r .  
G r a m b l i n g  c o u l d  o n l y  m u s t e r  2 3 9  
y a r d s  o f  o f f e n s e  f o r  t h e  g a m e .   

De f e n s i v e  P l a y e r  o f  t h e  G a m e  
w a s  l i n e b a c k e r  Au b r e y  M i l l e r .   
M i l l e r  r e g i s t e r e d  8  t a c k l e s ,  f o r c e d  
a  f u m b l e ,  a n d  b r o k e  u p  a  p a s s  a t -
t e m p t .   

N e x t  u p  f o r  J a c k s o n  St a t e  i s  M i s -
s i s s i p p i  V a l l e y  St a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  t h i s  
Sa t u r d a y  i n  J a c k s o n .  K i c k o f f  t i m e  i s  
s c h e d u l e d  f o r  1  p . m .

V a l l e y  r o l l s  i n t o  J a c k s o n  0  &  3 .

Lethargic start to W.C. Gorden 
Classic ends with dominant win
 By Timothy Ward
Sports W riter

JSU Sy’veon Wilkerson rushed for 142 yards         
PHOTOS BY TIM WARD

JSU Offensive MVP Shedeur Sanders drops back to pass

Wide Receiver Dallas Daniels scores 1 of his 
3 touchdowns Defensive MVP Aubrey Miller 

JSU fans

QB Shedeur Sanders ran for 2 touchdowns Sy’veon Wilkerson scored two touchdowns

JSU Head Coach Deion Sanders

Cheer and crowd

JSU Cheerleaders

JSU Tiger and Baby Tigers

Coach Deion Sanders with family of Young Dolph

JSU Sonic Boom of the South

Celebrating touchdown
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