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City Council
denies mayor access
to city funds

Jackson City Council members

By Othor Cain
Guest Writer

In a special called Jackson City
Council meeting this week, the
council voted 5-2 to deny Mayor
Chokwe Antar Lumumba access
to city funds [should he request
any] to cover the cost of a poten-
tial appeal to a court’s ruling in
favor of the city council.

Lumumba has hinted repeat-
edly, towards appealing the deci-
sion that special appointed Judge
Larry Roberts made last week.
In Chancery Court, Roberts said,
“So when a matter such as oc-
curred with the solid waste con-

tract, the failed ratification of this
emergency contract, to me con-
stitutes inaction, not action, and
was never adopted by the city
council. Consequently I agree
with the Attorney General’s in-
terpretation that when a matter is
not passed by the city council it
is a negative action to which the
mayor does not have the power
to veto — an inaction — there’s
nothing there to veto, the council
didn’t pass affirmatively the mat-
ter, they rejected it.”

The order was placed on the
council agenda and introduced
by Ward 3 Councilman Kenneth

Stokes. The council made the
decision in an executive session.
Voting in favor of the measure
were council members Ashby
Foote, Kenneth Stokes, Vernon
Hartley, Aaron Banks and Virgi
Lindsay; opposed were coun-
cil members Angelique Lee and
Brian Grizzell.

According to a copy of the
measure, obtained by WLBT,
“it is in the best interest of the
citizens...that the citizens are not
continuously being asked to pay
for the mayor to carry on with
this garbage contract issue that
has already been heard and de-

cided by the court in favor of the
Jackson City Council.”

Additionally, in executive ses-
sion, the council voted 6-1 to
maintain its current attorneys to
represent it in the latest case filed
in relation to the city’s garbage-
hauling controversy.

“We believe the attorney’s
we’ve hired have done a good
job mnot only representing the
council, but they’ve represented
in the best interest of the citizens
of Jackson,” said Councilman
Aaron Banks, who represents
Ward 6. Ward 4 Councilman Bri-
an Grizzell was the lone no vote.

Lumumba unapologetic
about supporting black businesses

By Christopher Young
Contributing Writer

Jackson Mayor Chokwe Antar
Lumumba held a press confer-
ence inside City Hall Monday
afternoon covering several topics
and fielding questions from local
news outlets.

He introduced Wanda Smith,
Constituent Services manager,
who spoke about upcoming back-
to-school events. The first is a
two-day event, joining the City of
Jackson with All Souls Matter to
host THEE Level Up Youth Fes-
tival and Crusade Friday, July 29,
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and again
on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m., at the Hank Aaron Sports
Academy, formerly known as
Smith Wills Stadium. The event
will be for the whole family.

School supplies will be giv-
en away to children grades K
through 12 (all children must be
accompanied by parents or an
adult), security will be provided.

Minister Shannon Easter of All
Souls Matter said, “This event
provides an opportunity to gather
our children and bless them with
school supplies, fun, and most im-
portant, to cover them in prayer to
make sure that they get off to a

(L to R) Minister Shannon Easter, Minister Barbara Baugh, Wanda Smith, Ambassador Laverne Rainey,
Ambassador Artricia Robinson-Chambliss and Pastor Delois Randall. PHOTO: CHRIS YOUNG

good start this school year.”

Bounce houses and food ven-
dors will all be on site.

“Jackson-Hinds Comprehen-
sive Health Center will be there
and we want to invite the entire
community,” Easter said.

She indicated they will also
have ‘soul conversations,” talk-
ing to our youth, and listening to
what their concerns are.

Then separately, Saturday, July
30, at the Agriculture Museum,
Women of Royalty and Destiny
and other community leaders will
come together to discuss plans
and share with city leaders the
things that the children have said
and what we can do. All Souls
Matter can be reached at www.
allsoulsmatter?7.com.

The mayor announced that the

city is partnering with Opera-
tion Hope and Trustmark Band
in their initiative for one million
black businesses. He mentioned
a little over a year ago Jackson
hosted John Hope Bryant, found-
er of Operation Hope, who offers
a new approach to community
uplift, economic empowerment,

Conference
Continued on page 3

Vice President
Harris addresses
NAACP convention;
urges black voter
participation

“We’re not going to be able to get these days back, so each
one of these days we must, with a sense of urgency, ensure
that the American people know their voice and their vote mat-
ters,” Vice President Harris declared.

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Correspondent

Vice President Kamala Har-
ris appeared at the NAACP
convention in Atlantic City
Monday, July 18, declaring
that freedom, liberty and de-
mocracy are on the ballot in
the upcoming midterm elec-
tions.

She implored the large
gathering at the Atlantic City
Convention Center to make
sure that all voices are heard.

“We’re not going to be
able to get these days back,
so each one of these days we
must, with a sense of urgen-
cy, ensure that the American
people know their voice and
their vote matters,” Harris de-
clared.

“It is their voice. The right
to vote is something that the
leaders of this organization
and its founders knew to be
at the core of all of the other
rights and freedoms to which
we are entitled,” she further
implored.

“So, we know what we
need to do. And, in particu-
lar, to protect the freedom to
vote and a women’s right to
make decisions about her own
body, we need people who
will defend our rights up and
down the ballot, from district
attorneys to state attorneys
general, from local sheriffs to
governors.”

The vice president received
several standing ovations as
she spoke of the need to vote.
The National Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association (NNPA), a
trade association representing
235 African-American-owned
newspapers and media com-
panies, has teamed with the
Transformative Justice Co-
alition in an effort to register
10 million more black vot-
ers ahead of the midterm and
2024 general elections.

As Harris arrived in Atlan-
tic City, Mayor Marty Small
greeted her as she descended
from Air Force Two.

NAACP  President and
CEO Derrick Johnson spoke
to the vice president and
railed against politicians and
the U.S. Supreme Court for
“the erosion of constitutional
freedom, including the right
of a woman over her own
body.” Harris also decried the
sharp increase in mass shoot-
ings and gun violence in the
United States.

“There is no reason for
weapons of war on the streets
of America,” she asserted.
With West Virginia Democrat-
ic Sen. Joe Manchin repeated-
ly stopping the Biden-Harris
administration agenda, Harris
called on voters to participate
in the U.S. Senate election.

“We will not, and the presi-
dent has been clear, we will
not let the filibuster stand in
our way of our most essential
rights and freedoms,” Harris
declared.

“I wvisited Buffalo, New
York, to attend the funeral of
an 86-year-old grandmother,
Mrs. Whitfield, who went to
the grocery store and often
spent the day with her hus-
band who was in a nursing
home,” Harris continued:

“I went to Highland Park,
Illinois, where there were
strollers and lawn chairs scat-
tered up and down a street
where there was supposed to
be a parade for July 4th. There
— as in Uvalde, Texas; as in
Greenwood, Indiana, just last
night; and in so many com-
munities across our nation —
scenes of ordinary life have
been turned into war zones by
horrific acts of gun violence.

“Mass shootings have made
America a nation in mourn-
ing. And it’s not only the mass
shootings. We see it in our
communities every day, and it
is no less tragic or outrageous.

“Think about it: Black peo-
ple are 13 percent of Ameri-
ca’s population but make up

Harris
Continued on page 3
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$50,000 Theta Sigma Omegal/
AKA-Juanita Sims Doty
fully endowed scholarship
at Jackson State University

Doty (center) presents a mock check to members of the Theta Sigma Omega chapter of AKA for endowed scholarship.

Mississippi Link Newswire

Family and friends of Dr. Juanita Sims
Doty announced the fully endowed schol-
arship at Jackson State University (JSU)
to celebrate her 50 years of service as a
Golden Soror in Alpha Kappa Alpha So-
rority, Inc. A Golden Scholarship Recep-
tion was held in her honor during the 0t h
AKA Boule in Orlando, Florida July 13,
2022 at the Orlando World Center Marri-
ott in the Hawk’s Landing Golf Club.

In addition to family and friends, Presi-
dent Sheila Varnado, Judge Deborah
Gambrell Chambers and other members
of the Theta Sigma Omega chapter were
present to celebrate with students from
the Hattiesburg/Pine Belt area who will
attend JSU.

Dr. Karla McCullough, niece and god-

daughter of Doty, led the team of family
and friends who planned this spectacular
student-scholarship focused event.

On January 23, 192, the Theta Sigma
Omega Chapter in Hattiesburg, MS initi-
ated Doty as a general member of AKA
because there was no black Greek Letter
organization on the University of South-
ern Mississippi campus. To celebrate this
50 year milestone, Doty requested that
gifts be directed to the JSU Development
Foundation to support this scholarship
which was announced January 23, 2022
and the first $25,000 was raised within
five months.

This fully endowed scholarship of
$25,000 will be matched with $25,000
by JSU making the endowed scholarship
$50,000.

It is anticipated that the scholarship for
students will be $2,000 each year.

During the reception, Doty thanked all
of those in attendance for their contribu-
tion to the success of this endowed schol-
arship and for helping her to continue her
legacy of generosity, being grateful and
serving God by serving others. She also
challenged those in attendance to ‘focus
on things that will last forever.”

The guests also had fun learning a new
line dance: The Sims Family Shuffie!
Twenty members of the Sims Family
from all over the country attended the cel-
ebration and spent four days in Orlando
for a Sims Family vacation. Her nieces
and nephews said that it was the “best va-
cation ever.”

See photos on page 15.

BETWEEN THE TIMES OF
10:30 AM - 12:30 PM

WORD AND WORSHIP CHURCH
6286 HANGING MOSS ROAD
JACKSON, MS 39206
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Bottom Rebuilders Presents

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Hosted by Representatives Bo Brown, Alyce Clark,
Zakiya Summers, & De'Keither Stamps,
and Senators Hillman Frazier & Sollie Norwood
Moderated by Darrell Robinson

Monday, July 25, 2022 @ 6-8 p.m.
3171 Robinson Rd. | Jackson, MS 39209
(Behind Chuk Stop)
- Redistricting & Election
Reform

» Workforce Development
« 2022 Legislative Session
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= Medical Marijuana Program
= Broadband
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Continued from page 1

62 percent of gun homicide victims. “This is-
sue of the need for reasonable gun safety laws
is a real issue when we are talking about the
civil right, the right that all communities should
have, to live in a place that is safe without weap-
ons of war running those streets.”

She concluded that the number of guns manu-
factured in the country tripled over the last 20

Conference

Continued from page 1

combating financial illiteracy, restoring dignity,
offering redemption and addressing the critical
issues facing corporations and financial institu-
ions.

“We are unapologetic about the support of
black businesses. If 85% of your population
is left-handed, then the reality is that you need
some left-handed jobs,” said Lumumba.

He tied in that he is quite sure the media will

ant to talk about the Richard’s Disposal Gar-
bage Contract and that due to litigation, he will
only talk about it sparingly today. “The admin-
istrations position is unchanged, from the start
our goal has been to have a contract in place that

orks to the best interests of our residents and
also to abide by a fair and legal procurement pro-
cess,” he said.

Lumumba spoke about affordability and that
his agreement is the only one and with the low-
est cost, and that there has been an effort by some
people to confuse that. “The contract that we are

ghting for is the lowest cost contract, whether
ou are talking about with a bin or without a bin.
When Councilman Stokes says we want to give it
o the lowest without a bin, then he should check
his data and then he would know that Richard’s
as the lowest without a bin also.”

The mayor said, “We don’t want to set a stage
in Jackson where we don’t have a competitive
process, and therefore are at the mercy of ven-
dors who set whatever high outrageous prices
hey want to set. That is what it has always been
about and that is what it will continue to be
about.”

Beyond

By Chris Young
Contributing Writer

Mississippi is the poorest state
in the country. Overall, 20+% of
our population lives below the
poverty level. For children, the

i number goes up to 27.9%. In Hinds
County, 25.9% of our population lives below
the poverty level. In Jackson, the number is
24.5%, all according to Census data — but just
take a drive through the city to the south and to
the west and you might question that number.

The population of Jackson is declining,
along with its tax base. The 1980 Census
claimed the Jackson population to be above
200,000 souls. Forty years later, the 2020
Census claimed 153,643, and a 12+% decline
from the last Census in 2010, which claimed
173,514. Why would people be leaving? Rac-
ism and all it breeds surely is the answer, af-
ter all, 82.5% of Jackson residents are African
American today.

Historical data from the Jackson Free Press
reports that “from 1980 to 1990, Jackson’s
white population dropped from 52% to 43%.
From 1990 to 2000, another 35,000 white peo-
ple left the city. Whites went from making up
almost half of the city’s population to a little
more than a quarter.” In 2000, Census data re-
ports Jackson’s population as 70.6% black and
27.8% white. So in the last 20 years, the per-
centage of African Americans in Jackson has
risen 11.9%, whereas the percentage of Euro-
pean Americans has declined 11.6%.

Many people point to the water. It is a
known fact that for many years people have
complained about Jackson’s water infrastruc-
ture, yet the city still grew. What’s the differ-
ence between now and then? It leaves one to
wonder, if Southaven (62.5% white), or Gulf-
port (54% white), or Tupelo (58% white) dis-
covered they had water infrastructure troubles
would the majority of white people move
away? How about Brandon (74% white) or
Madison (79% white) — do you think the white
people would run off? Me either.

Lots and lots of bedroom community resi-
dents continue to work in Jackson, but they
bring their paychecks home with them. So
in the end, we have a vastly majority African
American city being consistently and persis-
tently robbed of its economic base. Lack of
residency requirements ensures it remains this
way. So now what? Leadership. African Amer-
ican leadership, of course.

We have an African-American mayor of our
city; Chokwe Antar Lumumba. He is young,
committed and competent. He won reelection
in 2021 with 69+% of the vote. He has a vision
for Jackson and a strategic plan. The byline of
his strategic plan is, “Investing in the inherent
dignity of every citizen in Jackson.” The plan

has five pillars, articulated as goals: “Healthy
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years. “Today we have more guns in our nation
than people,” Harris said.

“Earlier this month, the president signed the
first federal gun safety law in nearly 30 years.
And it was an important and necessary step. But
we need to do more. We must repeal the liability
shield that protects gun manufacturers. And we
must renew the assault weapons ban.”

The mayor was asked if Richard’s will con-
tinue to pick up the trash and how long can we
expect that to continue, and he responded that
they are continuing to pick up the garbage and
anything further should be directed to Richard’s
Disposal. He added that Richard’s has a right to
assert they be paid. He also challenged the me-
dia to tell the complete story of what is going on
with the trash contract.

The Mississippi Link asked if the mayor could
provide an update on the poverty situation in
Jackson, because the Strategic Plan — focused
on the dignity of human life for all Jackson
residents, addresses poverty, but the problem is
much more severe than is usually reported. He
responded, “This goes to things that we have
already talked about like small business enter-
prise. We are big proponents of co-operative en-
terprise which we see as an opportunity to not
only fill our voids as a city but also to determine
how people will labor and what the fruits of their
labor will be. Jackson has no problem producing
wealth, we have a problem maintaining wealth.
The money that is made from 9 to 5 is out by 6
p.m. We must be strategic in how we maintain
that revenue here in the city and make sure that it
is evenly distributed and secures opportunity and
dignity for all of our residents.”

He also mentioned ARPA Funds, and that he
is one of the mayors who is part of the Guar-
anteed Income Plan because we recognize that
poverty is the worst form of violence, and that
we cannot overlook the trauma that is inherently
involved.

battling

COMMENTARY

citizens, affordable homes in safe neighbor-
hoods, a thriving educational system, occu-
pational opportunities in a growing tax base,
and lastly, a city that is open and welcoming
to visitors.” From an executive leadership and
humanistic perspective, it hits all the right
notes.

We have a seven-member city council, one
council member for each ward. Five of the
seven council members are African Ameri-
can; a clear majority that can work with the
African-American mayor and his administra-
tion to lead our city forward. Surely when they
were campaigning they promised to serve the
people, promote business, ensure the city is
safe, a brighter future for everyone — all the
usual stuff. The buck stops with them. They
can deliver on their promises and there are no
dress rehearsals, because remember, that white
flight thing. Oh yes, we have two European
Americans to round out the seven-member
council.

You just know this arrangement is going to
work out for the betterment of Jackson, and for
the black economics of our black city. Sadly,
nope, it hasn’t — baffling! The infighting is
embarrassing. The public name-calling is ju-
venile. The lack of principled leadership is the
worst of it, because the people are not being
served — the personalities of these elected offi-
cials seem to be the only thing being served, as
our city continues in various forms of decline.
This doesn’t apply to the entire council, there
are council members who seem to consistently
demonstrate a servant-leader mentality and a
high degree of reasonableness.

A year or so ago, one of the two white city
council members, Virgi Lindsay, was elected
by a majority vote to serve as the council
president for one year. This was her second
time being elected president by her peers in
the last three years. Seemed a bit odd to me
— a black majority electing a white colleague
to the leadership chair, but okay, I was brand
new in Jackson, perhaps there are things I'm
not aware of.

Then last week, they did it again. The major-
ity black city council elected the other white
person on the council to be the president of the
council for the next year — Ashby Foote. Baf-
fling is the first word that comes to mind. Did
our black city advance, for all its residents,
during Lindsay’s second term as council presi-
dent? Sure doesn’t look like it.

The votes are cast, Foote is the head of the
city council for the next year. Whether he will
demonstrate leadership that helps our black
city prosper, at all levels and for all residents,
remains to be seen. History tells us that he will
not. Being a realist with optimistic tendencies,
I’m hopeful.
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Senator Jordan appeals to youth
during Marshall Family Reunion

Family with Holmes County roots

Special to The Mississippi Link

“I want young people to re-
alize that God and education
were my shovel from pover-
ty,” said State Senator David
L. Jordan as he gave greetings
and remarks at the 2022 Mar-
shall Family Reunion, Friday,
July 15.

Held in Greenwood and in
Lexington, Miss., the Marshall
Family Reunion drew nearly
100 participants.

“Senator Jordan’s greetings
and hospitality really made
us feel welcome,” said Faith
Marshall, a native Mississip-
pian, who lives in Chicago.

“I think Sen. Jordan gave
some enlightening comments;
it was a pleasure to have that
time to fellowship with him,”
said Minister Gloria ILori, an-
other Mississippi native who
resides in Chicago. “It is al-
ways good to be among fam-
ily,” she added.

Jordan stressed that the fam-
ily structure is extremely im-
portant. Sharing his sharecrop-
per’s son background, Jordan
told the Marshall family that
we must get young people to

P.O. BOX 327

ZACK WALLACE
Hinds County Circuit Clerk

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Circuit Clerk's Office

Jackson, MS 39205
Phone: (601) 968-6628
Fax: {601) 973-5547

Jury Duly Recording:

go to school and learn, be-
cause today the world is in bad
shape. “We need more prayer,”
Jordan inserted. “And don’t let
anybody tell you, you are less
than they are because you are
from Mississippi!”

The family received a
friendly welcome letter from
Greenwood Mayor, The Hon-
orable Carolyn McAdams, in
their family’s souvenir book-
let. “We are so pleased you
have chosen to honor all the
citizens of Greenwood as you
celebrate here,” McAdams
wrote.

The weekend celebration
included a Glitz and Glam
gala, banquet, talent segment,
a dance at the Leflore County
Civic Center and a family fun
day picnic at Whittington Park
in Greenwood, July 16. The
family was pleased to have
first-time attendee, their cous-
in, and retired International
Singer, Ella Woods. It culmi-
nated Sunday, July 17 with a
prayer breakfast and praise
service at the Multi-Purpose
Complex.

D.J. Tracy Harris provided

recorded music throughout the
fun-filled weekend.

Lexington Mayor Robin
McCrory extended a friendly
welcome. She shared eco-
nomic plans for Lexington and
encouraged family members
to consider returning home to
help it grow.

“We’ve met and fellow-
shipped with family members
we did not know we had this
weekend,” said Minister Dr.
Lorenzo Wesley, co-founder
of the Wesley Youth Founda-
tion, a Tchula, Miss. non-prof-
it. Wesley also gave parting
words of encouragement.

The Marshall Family roots
run deep in Holmes County
with Virginia connections. At
its root, as documented in the
Mississippi Archives and His-
tory, is the late Granderson
Marshall Sr. aka “Old Man”
Granderson, born in 1847. He
was once a major county land-
owner.

The 2022 Marshall Fam-
ily Reunion Committee thanks
everyone for making this
weekend of family fellowship
and fun a huge success.

Services of the Clerk:

* Civi/Criminal Filings of Circuit and
County Court

* Marriage License

* Medical License

* Voter Registration/Absentee Voting

VOTER INFORMATION
Verify/Update your Registration Today

* You must be registered 30 days before

the Election.

» Absentee Voting begins 45 days before

the Election

First Judicial District
(601) 969-0052

SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Circuit Clerk's Office
P.O. Box 999
Raymond, M$ 39154
Phone: (601) 857-8038
Fax: [601) 8570535

Jury Duty Recording:
Second Judicial District
(601) B57-8869

Office Hours:
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday
(Except on legal holiday)

MARRIAGE INFORMATION
* Marriage License: $36.00

o Both applicants must come 1o the
Circuit Clerk's office together to
apply
Proof of age must be provided in
the form of Driver's License, Birth
Certificate or other legal document
which contains name and date of
birth.

Website: www.hindscountyms.com

kicks off celebration in Leflore County
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Mississippi clinic ends challenge

of near-ban on abortion

By Emily Wagster Pettus
and Leah Willingham
Associated Press

The Mississippi abortion
clinic that was at the center of
the U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion that overturned Roe wv.
Wade ended a lawsuit Tuesday
in which it had sought to block
the state from enforcing a law
that bans most abortions.

Jackson Women’s Health
Organization dropped its liti-
gation a day after clinic owner
Diane Derzis told The Associ-
ated Press that she sold the fa-
cility and had no intention to
reopen it, even if a state court
allowed her to do so.

“If the clinic is not in a posi-
tion to reopen in Mississippi, it
no longer has a basis to pursue
this case in the courts,” Rob
McDuff, a Mississippi Cen-
ter for Justice attorney who
was among those representing
the clinic, said in a statement.
Derzis said the clinic’s furni-
ture and equipment have been
moved to a new abortion clinic
she will open soon in Las Cru-
ces, New Mexico.

Court battles over access
to abortion are playing out in
multiple states following the
Supreme Court’s June 24 rul-
ing, which gave states the au-
thority to set their own laws
on abortion. On Tuesday, West
Virginia’s only abortion clinic
resumed scheduling patients
for abortions, after a judge
ruled in its favor. And new re-
strictions on some abortions
were in effect in Indiana after
a judge lifted a hold on them.

The Mississippi clinic — best

Attorney Rob McDuff, an attorney representing the Jackson Women’s Health Organization, speaks
with reporters, after arguing for a lawsuit filed by the state’s only abortion clinic, to remain open by
blocking a law that would ban most abortions in the state, Tuesday, July 5, 2022, at the Hinds County
Chancery Court in Jackson, Miss. AP PHOTO/ROGELIO V. SOLIS

known as the Pink House be-
cause of its bright paint job —
stopped offering medication-
induced and surgical abortions
July 6, the day before Missis-
sippi enacted a law that bans
most abortions. Mississippi
was one of several states with
a trigger law that went into ef-
fect after the Supreme Court
ruling.

The Mississippi trigger law,
passed in 2007, says abortion
is legal only if the pregnant
woman’s life is in danger or if
a pregnancy is caused by a rape
reported to law enforcement. It
does not have an exception for
pregnancies caused by incest.

On July 5, a state court judge
rejected a request by the clin-
ic’s attorneys to block the trig-
ger law from taking effect. The
clinic appealed the ruling to
the state Supreme Court, citing
a 1998 ruling that said the state
constitution invokes a right to
privacy that “includes an im-
plied right to choose whether
or not to have an abortion.”

Because the clinic is drop-
ping its lawsuit, the Missis-
sippi Supreme Court will not
issue a new ruling.

In West Virginia, Women’s
Health Center began schedul-
ing patients for abortions for as
early as next week after a judge

Monday blocked enforcement
of the state’s 150-year-old
abortion ban. West Virginia
Attorney General Patrick Mor-
risey said Tuesday that his of-
fice had filed a motion to the
state Supreme Court asking for
a stay to keep the ban in place
while his office proceeds with
an appeal.

“We believe it’s critical to
file for an immediate stay in
light of this flawed decision
and seek this emergency mea-
sure to prevent immediate loss
of precious life,” he said in a
statement, adding that when
“life is in jeopardy, no effort
can be spared to protect it.”

West Virginia’s law, dat-
ing back to the 1800s, makes
performing or obtaining an
abortion a felony punishable
by up to a decade in prison. It
provides an exception for cases
in which a pregnant person’s
life is at risk. Women’s Health
Center argued in court that the
law was void because it had
not been enforced in more than
50 years, and has been super-
seded by modern laws, includ-
ing a 2015 law that allows the
procedure until the 20th week
of pregnancy.

Katie Quiflonez, Women’s
Health Center’s executive di-
rector, called the judge’s deci-
sion to block the law “a sigh
of relief.” The clinic has been
posting on social media and is
sending out information in an
emailed newsletter to let peo-
ple know they can once again
schedule abortions.

But Quifionez said opera-
tions won’t simply go back to
the way they were before the
clinic had to shut down. She
said the staff has been telling
patients: “It’s a moving target,
things could change.”

Anti-abortion activists from
Mississippi, Texas and else-
where rallied a crowd in Las
Cruces Tuesday evening and
took donations for a new clinic
that will provide fertility and
pregnancy support services
next door to the planned abor-
tion clinic.

In Indiana, a law that bans
abortions based on gender,
race or disability was in ef-
fect Tuesday, a day after a fed-
eral judge lifted an order that

blocked its enforcement. The
law includes a ban on abor-
tions sought because a fetus
has a genetic abnormality such
as down syndrome. It was ad-
opted by Indiana’s Republi-
can-dominated Legislature in
2016 and signed by then-Gov.
Mike Pence. The law allows
doctors who perform abor-
tions in such cases to be sued
for wrongful death.

Another federal judge has
lifted similar blocks on abor-
tion restrictions in recent
weeks. The Indiana Legisla-
ture is expected to take action
on additional abortion restric-
tions during a special session
that starts Monday.

Meanwhile, an Indianapo-
lis doctor who performed
an abortion on a 10-year-old
rape victim from Ohio took
the first step Tuesday toward
suing Indiana’s attorney gen-
eral for defamation. Dr. Cait-
lin Bernard, an Indianapolis
obstetrician-gynecologist who
gave the girl a medication-in-
duced abortion June 30, filed
a tort claim notice over what
she says were false statements
made about her and her work.
The notice starts a 90-day pe-
riod for the state to settle.

After the girl’s abortion was
in the news, Attorney General
Todd Rokita told FOX News
that he would investigate if
Bernard violated any laws,
though he made no specific al-
legations of wrongdoing.

A 27-year-old man was
charged last week in Colum-
bus, Ohio, with raping the girl.

Hospital system says
it’s hurt by lack
of Medicaid expansion

By Emily Wagster Pettus
Associated Press

A county-owned Missis-
sippi hospital system that
wants to put itself up for sale
says one of its main financial
challenges is the decision by
the state’s elected officials
not to extend Medicaid to
provide insurance coverage
for the working poor.

“Mississippi is one of 12
states that did not adopt a
Medicaid expansion, which
means the amount of in-
come that would have gone
to health systems in our state
is slated to decrease, sig-
nificantly impacting hospi-
tals like Singing River that
provide significant care for
underinsured and uninsured
populations,” Singing River
Health System says in a web-
site that promotes its reasons
for seeking new ownership.

Singing River Health Sys-
tem is owned by coastal
Jackson County. The system
operates hospitals in Pasca-
goula, Gulfport and Ocean
Springs. It also has about
three dozen clinics and more
than 3,500 employees.

Trustees of the system an-
nounced June 1 that they had
voted to put it up for sale or
to seek a merger with another

health system.

For years, Republican Gov.
Tate Reeves and leaders of
the  Republican-controlled
Mississippi Legislature have
killed proposals to expand
Medicaid, a government
health insurance program
funded by the federal and
state governments. Although
the federal government
would pay most of the tab
for expansion and that would
put billions of dollars into the
state, Reeves and others have
said repeatedly that they
don’t want to enroll more
people in the public program.

Under the health care
overhaul that then-President
Barack Obama signed into
law in 2010, states have the
option of expanding Medic-
aid to low-income workers
whose jobs do not provide
private health insurance.

Even without expansion,
Mississippi’s Medicaid en-
rollment has increased sig-
nificantly during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. In a
state with about 3 million
residents, just over 670,000
people were enrolled in Med-
icaid in March 2020, the first
month that COVID-19 cases
were confirmed in Mississip-
pi. Enrollment was just over

814,000 last month.

The Singing River Health
System also says on its web-
site that it faces
challenges because Missis-
sippi has a high poverty rate
and a large number of unin-
sured residents.

Jackson
visors decided Monday to
hold an Aug. 17 public hear-
ing about the future of the
Singing River Health Sys-
tem, news outlets reported.
A question about selling the
system would be put up for a
countywide vote, possibly as
soon as November, if at least
1,500 people sign a petition
to call for an election.

Supervisors
hospital system is not sold,
Jackson County would likely
need substantial tax increas-
es to keep the Singing River
Health System in business.

Singing River officials told
supervisors that the system
needs $287 million over the
next five years to cover in-
creasing costs, the Sun Her-
ald reported.

Supervisor Ken Taylor said
the amount needed to cover
the hospital’s projected costs
would exceed the legal limits
on how much the county can
increase taxes each year.

financial

County super-

said if the
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' Study finds nearly 90 percent of black '
homicide victims were killed with guns

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior Correspondent

According to a new and compre-
hensive study on gun violence, black
men, women, boys and girls remain
the most impacted victims of homi-
cide in America, yet year after year
this shocking and unacceptable toll
is allowed to continue.

The study published by the Wash-
ington, D.C.-based Violence Policy
Center, revealed that in 2019, the
United States recorded 7,441 black
homicide victims.

African Americans represent 14
percent of the U.S. population, but
accounted for 52 percent of all ho-
micide victims, the study authors
found.

The annual study, Black Homicide
Victimization in the United States:
An Analysis of 2019 Homicide Data,
also ranks the states according to
their black homicide victimization
rates. Officials said it’s based on un-
published data from the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation Supplementary
Homicide Report. The study details
homicide rates for 2019, the most re-
cent year for which comprehensive
national data is available.

For homicides in which authorities
could identify the weapon used, 88
percent of black victims (6,190 out
of 7,056) were shot and killed with

guns. Of those, 64 percent (3,935
victims) were killed with handguns.

On average, more than 20 black
Americans died each day from ho-
micide — 17 were known to have died
from gunshots.

“These deaths almost always in-
volve a gun, and the resulting dev-
astation ravages families, friends
and community members,” Violence
Policy Center Executive Director
Josh Sugarmann stated in a news re-
lease.

“The goal of our research is to help
support advocates and organizations
working on the ground to stop this
lethal violence while, at the same
time, continuing to educate and en-
gage the public and policymakers on

the need to address this ongoing na-
tional crisis,” Sugarmann said.

The study also revealed that the
black homicide victimization rate
in the United States was nearly four
times the overall national victimiza-
tion rate and nearly seven times the
white homicide victimization rate.

In 2019, the black homicide victim-
ization rate was 18.08 per 100,000.
In comparison, the overall national
homicide victimization rate was 4.79
per 100,000. For whites, the national
homicide victimization rate was 2.69
per 100,000. Further, 87 percent of
black homicide victims were male
(6,454 of 7,441) and 13 percent were
female (986 of 7,441). The sex of one
victim wasn’t unknown.

The authors noted that black male
homicide victimization rate in the
United States was “more than four
times the overall male victimization
rate and more than eight times the
white male homicide victimization
rate.”

In 2019, the homicide victimiza-
tion rate for black male victims was
32.49 per 100,000. In comparison,
the overall rate for male homicide
victims was 7.68 per 100,000 and the
rate for white male homicide victims
was 3.88 per 100,000.

Meanwhile, the black female ho-
micide victimization rate in the
United States was more than twice
the overall female victimization rate
and three times the white female ho-
micide victimization rate.

In 2019, the homicide victimiza-
tion rate for black female victims
was 4.60 per 100,000. In compari-
son, the overall rate for female ho-
micide victims was 1.95 per 100,000
and the rate for white female homi-
cide victims was 1.52 per 100,000.

For homicides in which the vic-
tim to offender relationship could
be identified, 77 percent of black
victims (2,282 out of 2,954) were
killed by someone they knew. The
number of victims killed by strang-
ers was 672. For homicides in which
the circumstances could be identi-

fied, 70 percent (2,856 out of 4,102)
were not related to the commission
of any other felony. Of these, 56 per-
cent (1,591 homicides) involved ar-
guments between the victim and the
offender.

With a homicide rate of 50.64 per
100,000 residents, Missouri ranked
the highest. Illinois, Indiana, Wis-
consin, Tennessee, Louisiana, Ken-
tucky, Arkansas, Michigan and
Oklahoma rounded out the top 10.

The authors said individuals liv-
ing in communities where violence
is prevalent are at higher risk for a
broad range of negative health and
behavior outcomes.

An increased understanding of
how trauma resulting from commu-
nity violence influences develop-
ment, health and behavior can lead
to improvements in the way many
social services are delivered as well
as policy changes at the local and
federal levels.

“At the same time, the firearms
industry, looking to expand beyond
its shrinking base of white male gun
owners, has launched an organized
marketing campaign focusing on
black and Latino Americans,” the
study authors wrote.

“If successful, such efforts can
only increase gun death and injury
in these communities.”

Study: Job displacement affects blacks,
women and non-degreed individuals most

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Correspondent

A new study focusing on job
displacements between 1989
and 2019 found that, on average,
black workers are 67 percent
more likely to be displaced than
their white peers.

Research by the nonprofit
Brookings Institution further
revealed that workers without
a bachelor’s degree are also 67
percent more likely to be dis-
placed than those with a bach-
elor’s degree.

Additionally, workers whose
parents are in the bottom half
of the income distribution are
27 percent more likely to be dis-
placed than those with parents
in the top half.

Titled Job Displacement in
the United States by Race, Edu-
cation and Parental Income, the
study noted that using an event
study fixed effects model, re-
searchers measured the impact
of a given displacement on an-
nual earnings by worker group.

They discovered similarly
large and persistent adverse ef-
fects on earnings across all de-
mographic and socioeconomic
groups. The study authors es-
timated a 57 percent decline in
earnings following a displace-
ment. They also estimated a 25
percent decline in the 10th year
after a displacement.

During the first months of the
COVID-19 recession, an esti-
mated 22 million Americans
lost their jobs — roughly 13 per-
cent of the U.S. workforce. The
initial impact on employment
was largest for women, black
workers, Latino workers and
less-educated workers.

“This  negative  employ-
ment shock occurred against a
backdrop of long-term trends
of declining intergenerational
economic mobility and high-in-
come inequality across race and
education levels,” the research-
ers explained.

The study examined how job
displacements affect workers by
race, education level and paren-
tal income in the United States.

“An extensive literature in
economics shows that workers
experience large and persistent
earnings losses following a job

displacement,” Brookings re-
searchers determined.

“Given the millions of work-
ers displaced during the CO-

VID-19 recession and the
high-income inequality in the
United States, it is important to
understand the role that job dis-
placement may play in driving
inequalities across demographic
and socioeconomic groups.”

The authors continued:

“In this [study], we use the
Panel Study of Income Dy-
namics (PSID) to measure the
frequency and earnings impact
of job displacements by race,
education and parental income
level.”

Meanwhile, the authors found
that workers whose parents are
in the bottom quintile of the in-
come distribution are 27 percent
more likely to be displaced than
those with parents in the top in-
come quintile.

The study concluded that
black workers, less-educated
workers, and those with low-
income parents are more likely
to be displaced yearly.

But once they are displaced,
do these workers experience
worse outcomes than their
white, more educated and high-
income-parent peers who also
share a displacement?

“In the year following a dis-
placement, workers without a
bachelor’s degree experience
a roughly 600-hour decrease
in annual hours worked, while
those with a bachelor’s degree
see a 1,000-hour decline,” the
researchers wrote.

“When we look at black and
white workers separately, we

find nearly identical effects on
earnings across the five years
leading up to a displacement
and the ten that follow. Howev-
er, while the effects are similar
for both race groups, large dif-
ferences in earnings levels still
exist across all relative years.

“In the year after a displace-
ment, non-displaced white
workers earn roughly $11,500
more than their black peers, on
average.”

Researchers said the report
establishes three crucial facts
about job displacements in the
United States over the last 30
years.

First, as other studies have
shown, the adverse effects of a
job displacement on earnings,
hourly wages, and annual hours
worked are significant and per-
sistent.

Also, certain workers experi-
ence much higher displacement
rates than others in any given
year. Namely, black workers,
those without a bachelor’s de-
gree, and those with low-income
parents are much more likely to
experience a displacement any
given year than their white, de-
gree-holding, and high-income-
parent peers.

Finally, the negative effect of
job displacement on earnings is
relatively consistent across so-
cioeconomic groups.

“While displaced workers
with bachelor’s degrees seem to
experience less severe earnings
losses in the year immediately
following a displacement, they
also experience larger lingering
effects than their peers without
degrees,” the researchers as-

serted.

“However, large standard er-
rors make it difficult to make
strong claims regarding differ-
ences by socioeconomic status.
It is important to remember
that, despite the similar impact
of job displacement across de-
mographic and socioeconomic
groups, there remain large
gaps in average annual earn-
ings across these groups — both
before and after displacement
events.”

They noted further that a crit-
ical implication of their findings
is that job displacements may
play a role in promoting racial,
educational and intergeneration-
al inequality.

“Even though we do not find
differences in the earnings ef-
fects of any given displace-
ment across groups, we do find
that certain groups experience
displacements much more fre-
quently,” the researchers insist-
ed.

“Black workers, those with-
out bachelor’s degrees, and
those with low-income parents
all have lower average earnings
than their peers before experi-
encing job displacements, so
the higher-frequency displace-
ments for these groups likely
exacerbate existing income dif-
ferences.

“Focusing exclusively on
earnings outcomes, our [study]
does not fully capture the poten-
tial impact of being displaced.
The job displacement literature
has found that displacements
affect many outcomes besides
earnings, such as health and
homeownership.”

Unarmed driver,
Jayland Walker,

22, killed by police
after traffic stop

Walker

By Lauren Victoria Burke

NNPA Newswire Correspondent

bert Swan recounted the times
when unarmed black men have

On June 27, Akron

Police shot and killed Jayland
Walker, 22, after a traffic stop
and a foot chase. At the time
of this writing, it is unknown
whether Walker was armed. It
is unknown why Walker was
initially stopped by police.

His family’s attorney told the
media Walker was hit over 60
times. Summit County Medi-
cal Examiner Dr. Lisa Kohler
has ruled Walker’s death a
homicide and a full autopsy is
expected to be released in the

coming days.

Cleveland’s WKYC

given permission to view au-
topsy photos of Walker’s body.
The local TV station reported
that Walker’s body was “rid-
dled” with bullets. Protestors
blocked traffic in Akron near
the police headquarters June

30.

Akron canceled their annual
Rib, White and Blue festival
for the July 4 weekend in re-
sponse to the deadly shooting
of Walker. On June 30, Tymeca

Cohen, Jayland Walker’s

was seen holding a sign de-
manding justice for her brother
outside the Akron Police De-

partment’s headquarters.

On social media, Bishop Tal-

Ohio Dbeen killed by police over the
years. “Unarmed: Amadou Di-
allo 23, 41 bullets; Sean Bell
23, 50 bullets; LaQuan Mc-
Donald 17, 16 bullets; Jayland
Walker 25, 90 bullets. Armed:
Dylan Roof 21, killed 9, 0 bul-
lets, James Holmes 24, killed
12, 0 bullets; Robert Long 21,
killed 8, 0 bullets; Payton Gen-
dron 18, killed 10, 0 bullets,”
Swan wrote.

“Four armed white men +
39 murdered people = 0 bul-
lets fired by police and 4 liv-
ing white murderers,” Swan
continued.

“Police managed to arrest a
young white man armed with
an AR15 and dripping with the
blood of black people he just
murdered at a Buffalo super-
market, yet pumped 90 bullets
into a young black man over
a traffic violation in Akron,”
Swan concluded.

Lauren Victoria Burke is
an independent investigative
journalist and the host of the
podcast BURKEFILE. She
is a political analyst who ap-
pears regularly on #Rolan-
dMartinUnfiltered. She may
be contacted at LBurke007@
gmail.com and on twitter at @
LVBurke
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‘Over hydration -
too much water

By Vince Faust
Tips to Be Fit

We require more water
than any other thing we in-
gest. We may survive for a
few weeks without food, but
we would only last a few
days without water. We can
drink too much.

When we drink too much
water, our kidneys won’t get
rid of the excess water. Our
sodium content in our blood
becomes diluted. This is
called hyponatremia (water
intoxication) and this can be
life threatening. The symp-
toms of water intoxication
include confusion, disorien-
tation, nausea and vomiting.
Water intoxication can cause
swelling in the brain and be-
come fatal. Your bladder can
hold 20 to 30 ounces of liquid
before needing to release it.
Water intoxication at these
types of events has resulted
in death.

Water normally enters the
body through the mouth but
it can be lost in several ways.
These include obvious losses
as in urine, feces and sweat
as well as less obvious losses,
which occur by diffusion of
water through the skin (per-
spiration throughout the day
as part of metabolism) and
by evaporation of water from
the lungs during breathing.
When we over hydrate your
body stops this elimination
process.

Your bladder holds your
urine until you’re ready to go
to the bathroom. Your blad-
der muscles will squeeze and
send your urine out through a
tube called the urethra. This
is a very important process.
If you don’t urinate regular-
ly, waste and fluid build up
to unhealthy levels in your
body. Everyday your kidneys
will produce to 1 to 2 quarts
of urine.

Your urine gets its color,
which should be yellow,
from a pigment called uro-
chrome, or urobilin. If you
have lighter colored urine is

more diluted. If your urine is
darker it contains less fluid.
Very dark urine is a sign that
you’re dehydrated.

Too much water can also:

* Cause diarrhea

* Over burden your heart

* Over burden your kid-
neys

* Cause liver problems

* Frequent urination

* Risk of a coma

* Increase your risk of
chlorine overdose

» Headache

» Swelling and discolor-
ation of the hands, feet and
lips

* Muscle weakness

* Tiredness

* High blood pressure

* Seizures

* Low heart rate

The web site “Stylecraze”
list these “People Prone To
Over Hydration:”

* Run marathons or ultra
marathons.

* Are a hiker or biker.

* Are an triathlete.

* Are elite rowers.

* Are an endurance cyclist.

* Are a soccer player.

* Are in military training

» Are obsessed with con-
suming water for “health.”

We will get 60% of our
fluids from drinking wa-
ter or beverages, 30% from
moist foods and the remain-
ing 10% will be a by product
of the metabolism of various

nutrients. What you don’t
want to do is drink all of your
required fluids at one time.
Most “Over Hydration” hap-
pens when people drink too
much at one time. An ex-
ample of drinking too much
at one time is when someone
running a race and they get
a cup of water at every wa-
ter table. In the 2002 Boston
Marathon, 13% had hypona-
tremia symptoms and 0.06%
had critical hyponatremia,
with sodium levels of less
than 120 mmol/I.

The National Academies
of Science, Engineering and
Medicine recommends 125
ounces of fluids for men and
91 ounces of fluids for wom-
en.

Your lifestyle will also
make you modify your fluid
intake:

* Exercise. If you do any
activity that makes you
sweat, you’ll need to drink
more water. It’s important to
drink water before, during
and after a workout.

* Environment. Hot and
humid weather will make
you sweat. You’ll need more
fluids. High altitudes can
dehydrate your body and in-
crease your need for more
fluids.

* Overall health. Your body
loses fluids when you have a
fever, vomit or have diarrhea.
Drink more fluids if you have

a bladder infection.

* Pregnancy and breast-
feeding. If you are pregnant
or breast-feeding, you’ll need
more fluids.

We need to drink water.
Drinking water can help pre-
vent other common medical
emergencies, which occur
during this time of year such
as heat stroke or heat exhaus-
tion. Adequate water intake
can help keep the body tem-
perature regulated. You need
to be more aware when the
atmosphere is extremely
hot. People with respiratory
problems, small children, the
elderly, overweight individu-
als, the physically challenged
and alcoholics need to take
special care not to be exposed
for long periods to extreme
humidity, heat and sun.

Not drinking enough wa-
ter is also a common cause
of water retention. Your body
knows it needs water and will
store it if you don’t supply it
with enough.

If you work outdoors, your
body usually has a chance to
get acclimated to hot weather
but you still need to drink
plenty of water throughout
the day and take it easy on
those days when tempera-
tures are extreme.

If you become overhydrat-
ed you should stop drinking
fluids and get medical help
ASAP.

Mississippi Healthy Food and
Families Program becomes law

Special to the Mississippi Link

The American Heart As-
sociation, as part of its ef-
fort to Grow the Good for
Mississippi farmers, fami-
lies, and local economies,
applauds the Mississippi
Legislature for passing
policy to create and fund
the Mississippi Healthy
Food and Families Program
within the Department of
Agriculture.

Starting July 1, the pro-
gram will help families
stretch their food dollars
by reimbursing participat-
ing SNAP locations, such
as farmers markets, to of-
fer “double up” dollars for
fresh fruits and vegetables.

“We’re embracing the
old saying, ‘an apple a day
keeps the doctor away,
while adopting the mantra,
‘food is medicine,” said
Erin Williamson Smith,
Therizo Foundation’s CEO,
president and founder, and
member of the Grow the
Good initiative.

SNAP is linked with re-

duced health care costs. On
average, low-income adults
taking part in SNAP incur
nearly 25% less in medical
care costs. The difference is
even greater for those with
hypertension and coronary
heart disease.

“l grew up paying re-
duced lunch fees in el-
ementary school. Nearly
everyone paid a reduced
rate or ate free,” said Rev.
K. Jason Coker, PhD, coor-
dinator for the Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship of Mis-
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sissippi and member of the
Grow the Good initiative.
“Food insecurity was part
of my lived experience. I
want better for all our kids
in Mississippi.

Without SNAP incen-
tives, thousands of families
would not be ale to afford
fruits and vegetables for
their children. In Missis-
sippi, one in five people
face hunger and one in four
children face hunger. One
in seven Mississippians re-
ceives benefits from SNAP

or 455,000 Mississippi resi-
dents. In Mississippi, al-
most half (47.7%) of house-
holds receiving SNAP
benefits have children.

In addition to improving
nutrition security, the Mis-
sissippi Healthy Food and
Families Program will spur
economic growth. Every
$5 spent on SNAP incen-
tives puts $9 back into local
economies through higher
sales of produce, farm-
ers, grocery store owners,
farmer’s markets vendors
and small retail stores.

The Mississippi Healthy
Food and Families Program
will boost local econo-
mies and put food on the
table for many hardworking
families. Farmers markets
in underserved areas are
more likely to thrive when
they accept SNAP incen-
tives and vouchers for food
at the market. Over 3,000
small businesses in Missis-
sippi depend on SNAP and
SNAP incentives to sur-
vive.

Improving
maternal health
care in America
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By Sen. William “Bill” Cassidy (R-La.) and
Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr.
Opinion Contributors

The U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) reports
that black women experience ma-
ternal mortality two to three times
higher than that of white women. The
estimated national maternal mortal-
ity rate in the United States is about
17 per 100,000 live births — but it is
about 43 per 100,000 live births for
black women.

We both are advocates and support-
ers of proposals that address public
health disparities in America, partic-
ularly with respect to inequities con-
cerning the maternal mortality rates
of black women. As we bring aware-
ness this week to Black Maternal
Mental Health Week, we shine a light
on an issue that should transcend par-
tisan divisions and the racial divide
that unfortunately persists across the
nation.

As a Republican and as a Democrat
we have made a conscious decision to
work closely together on this issue in
our respective home states of Loui-
siana and North Carolina. Yet, we
also know that disparities in mater-
nal health and mortality are national
problems that warrant effective and
timely congressional, statewide and
local responses and remedies.

The two of us have been actively
involved in addressing various social
inequities for decades from the formi-
dable days of the Civil Rights Move-
ment of the 1960s to today, in our
communities and in our nation’s capi-
tal. In addition, our two families have
had a positive history in the medical,
health care and environmental fields.

But what really served as a catalyst
that enabled us to initiate a public
bipartisan unity and resolve to work
together going forward to address the
issues of maternal mortality and other
matters that impact the quality of life
of all Americans was simply our mu-
tual impatience with the current wid-
ening, unproductive partisan divide
in Washington, D.C., and throughout
nearly all the state legislatures.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once
prophetically affirmed, “We must
be impatient with injustice.” We are
impatient with the injustice of non-
productive political polarization in
America. We also believe that beyond
the labels and aisles of our different
political parties, there is both an op-
portunity and a responsibility to work
together to address the systemic in-
justices and disparities of our nation.

Fortunately, there are some recent
successful bipartisan actions by the
U.S. Congress that each of us have
personally supported and endorsed.
The John Lewis National Institute on
Minority Health and Health Dispari-
ties (NIMHD) Research Endowment
Revitalization Act is now law. This
new law provides funds to Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities
(HBCUs) to conduct research into
and to address minority health dis-
parities.

Also, the Maternal Health Quality
Improvement (MHQI) Act enacted
by the U.S. Congress is now law. The
MHQI Act looks specifically at reduc-
ing maternal mortality among black
women and other minority women
and creates racial and ethnic bias
training programs for health care pro-

viders while studying best practices
to reduce and prevent discrimination
in the American health care system.

But there is much more that needs
to be done to ensure equality and
equity in how our nation provides
the highest quality health care to all.
Today the U.S. Congress should also
pass the Connected Maternal Online
Monitoring Services (MOM) Act that
will allow Medicaid to cover remote-
ly monitoring pregnant women from
their homes who are at a higher risk
of complications. Imagine a woman
in her third trimester of a high-risk
pregnancy having to take public
transportation to the doctor’s every
two weeks for a check-up. Instead,
with the passage of the MOM Act,
the doctor can remotely monitor the
mother’s vital signs and basic labs.
If a problem arises, home health care
providers or an ambulance can be
sent.

Lastly, there is also a bipartisan
bill, the Telemental Health Care Ac-
cess Act, that Congress should pass.
That bill would reduce barriers to
telemedicine and make health care
more accessible to Medicare patients.
We witnessed the success of tele-
health services during the height of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Ohio  remapping  dysfunction
should set an example Despite vit-
riol from his own party, Joe Manchin
proves he was right once again

We call on all Americans to be
united to address maternal mortality.
Let’s eliminate racial disparity in all
health outcomes but especially among
those about to give birth or who have
just given birth. Let’s pass the other
proposed health care reforms and
support the research to make our na-
tion’s health care more system effec-
tive, fair, equitable and just.

Senator William “Bill” Cassidy
(Republican) is an American physi-
cian and politician serving as the se-
nior United States Senator from Loui-
siana, a seat he has held since 2015.
He served in the Louisiana State Sen-
ate from 2006 to 2009 and in the U.S.
House of Representatives from 2009
to 2015. Cassidy sponsored the John
Lewis National Institute on Minor-
ity Health and Health Disparities
(NIMHD) Research Endowment Re-
vitalization Act; the Maternal Health
Quality Improvement (MHQI) Act,
the Connected Maternal Online Mon-
itoring Services (MOM) Act; and the
Telemental Health Care Access Act.
Senator Cassidy can be reached at
Cassidy.senate.gov.

Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr., (Demo-
crat), worked as the North Carolina
youth coordinator for the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLC) under the leadership of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr, civil rights
icon and former executive director
and CEO of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP); chemist and first
to coin the term “environmental rac-
ism,” and is currently president and
CEO of the National Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association (NNPA) and ex-
ecutive producer/host of The Chavis
Chronicles on PBS TV stations across
the nation, and can be reached at
dr.bchavis@nnpa.org

The views expressed by contribu-
tors are their own and not the view

of the hill.



8 « THE MISSISSIPPI LINK

By Pastor Simeon R. Green Il
Special to The Mississippi Link

Divine wis-
dom will enable
us to determine
# our  spiritual
senses — the
right from the
wrong and en-
able us to become strong.
We need to exercise every
day working our spiritual
muscles. We have to work
them until it gets down into
the very fiber of the muscle in
order to do any good. We can-
not do this by merely think-
ing about it, but we must work
those things, discerning right
from wrong. Most of the time
when people have questions
about things, down in their
hearts, they already know the
answer. Oh, how we need to
exercise ourselves.

First Corinthians 15:33
says, “Be not deceived: evil
communications corrupt
good manners.” We must

avoid any influence that could
lead us away from our close-

The need
for divine wisdom

ness with God. We need to be
wary of anything or anybody
that would drag us away from
church services, rob us of our
quiet time with God, or steal
away our prayer time. Also,
we need to be wise to the fact
that these are the areas that
are well known by satan. He
knows what is important to
our spiritual lives. He will
do anything to get us to stay
away from church for no re-
ally good reason.

If a pastor were to start pay-
ing each person $100 cash ev-
ery time he or she attended a
church service, no one would
miss a service. People would
probably come on stretchers
if needed. Individuals will go
to work tired, and worn out,
with a hangnail, or with an in-
grown toenail, limping along.
If someone were to ask, “Why
are you here today? A person
would say, “I can’t afford to
miss. I’ve got to get a pay-
check.” On the other hand,
that person may get up on
Sunday morning with a little
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sore throat or a headache or a
stubbed toe and say, “I think
I ought to stay home and
rest. I have to take care of my
health.” The devil is going to
get us if we listen to him. We
need to be in church every
time the doors are open, if it
is at all possible for us to be
there.

Why go to church? A man
wrote a letter to the editor
of a newspaper to complain
that it made no sense to go
to church every Sunday. He
wrote: “I’ve gone to church
for thirty years, and in that
time I have heard something
like three thousand sermons,
but for the life of me, I can’t
remember a single one of
them; so, I think I’'m wasting
my time and the preachers are
wasting their time by preach-
ing at all.” This started a real
controversy in the “Letters
to the Editor” columns much
to the delight of the editor. It
went on for weeks until some-
one wrote this clincher: “I’ve
been married for thirty years

now, and in that time my wife
cooked some 32,000 meals,
but for the life of me I can-
not recall the entire menu for
a single one of those meals.
However, 1 know this: They
all nourished me and gave
me the strength I needed to
do my work. If my wife had
not given me those meals,
I would be physically dead
today. Likewise, if I had not
gone to church for spiritual
nourishment I would be spiri-
tually dead.

We cannot stay alive spiri-
tually when we hit and miss
on our church attendance.
Those who are possessed
with divine wisdom real-
ize the need of being in the
church services, and not only
being there, but being there
with a positive attitude, and a
good spirit.

“This little light of mine,
I’m going to let it shine.”

Rev. Simeon R. Green Il is
pastor of Joynes Road Church
of God, 31 Joynes Road,
Hampton, VA 23669.
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TV aunts and
why we love
them

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

. In last week’s
"" column, I shared
| how some women
consider  being
called an aunt a
ool slur because of
how it made them
feel. Yet there
are others like politician Maxine
Waters; classic R&B singer Anita
Baker, and former First Lady Mi-
chelle Obama who have embraced
being called ‘aunt.’

The question is why do some
embrace being called aunt while
others shun it? The answer might
be found in an unlikely place:
popular culture. In this week’s col-
umn we’ll take a look at dynamic
television depictions that show how
being an aunt is complicated but a
positive thing.

One of my first lessons on how to
be an aunt came when [ was 7 years
old and watching the television
show Sanford and Son. “You old
fish-eyed fool” I remember think-
ing “What does that even mean?”
and who was this woman saying it?
Aunt Esther was tall, statuesque,
had a hat on her head, purse on her
arm and a bible in her hand. She
established for contemporary au-
diences what the aunt should be:
powerful, God fearing, loyal, cou-
rageous and a truth teller.

Even though the show was fo-
cused on the relationship between
Fred Sanford and his son Lamont,
even Redd Foxx (Fred) knew that
his show would be incomplete
without the special touch and love
of an aunt. Aunt Esther was fiercely
loyal to the family and committed
to maintaining the family legacy.

Fast forward to 1990 and an-
other beloved television aunt is
introduced in The Fresh Prince of
Bel Air. This time she is a college

professor who opens her Bel Air
mansion to her West Philadelphia
born and raised nephew. Aunt Viv
(played by both dark-skinned and
light-skinned women) gave an
enormous amount of love to Will
and instilled values that would help
him become the best young man
possible.

Just over a decade later in 2001
comes Aunt Wanda and The Bernie
Mac Show. Despite a demanding
career and the pain of an unfulfilled
desire to have children, Aunt Wan-
da loves her two nieces and nephew
with a protective maternal love.

A more recent depiction of the
television aunt is Aunt Olu from
the comedy Bob Hearts Abishola.
In Aunt Olu’s case, she supports
her niece Abishola’s professional
dreams and sometimes blurs the
line between being concerned and
intrusive. But it is all designed to
bring out the best in Abishola.

These aunts from television
shows in the last 50 years have
shown aspects of the African-
American woman’s life, experi-
ences and how she transforms the
African-American  community.
More importantly, they show the
full spectrum of the African-Amer-
ican aunt’s influences both inside
and outside the home. Each one of
these aunts illustrate the truth in
the words of Proverbs 31:26 “She
opens her mouth with wisdom, and
the teaching of kindness is on her
tongue.” They each instill wisdom,
show kindness, and share love with
their respective family members.

Shewanda Riley is a Fort Worth,
Texas based author of “Love Hang-
over: Moving from Pain to Pur-
pose After a Relationship Ends”
and “Writing to the Beat of God'’s
Heart: A Book of Prayers for Writ-
ers.” Email preservedbypurpose@
gmail.com or follow her on Twitter
@shewanda.
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Was there a relationship
between social media
and the January 6th
insurrection at the capitol?

By James B. Ewers Jr.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio

The term so-

cial media is not

a  back-in-the-

day term. It’s a

today term. We

simply did not

have it. Comput-

ers, emails and passwords did

not exist. Certainly, there was

no Twitter, Facebook, Insta-
gram or Tik Tok.

So, it begs the question
what did we have? How did
we get the word out about
events and happenings?

If you are a member of
the 4th quarter trying to get
to overtime, you can answer
that question. If not, here it is.

I know the strategies that
we use will sound a bit old-
fashioned if you are a part of
this generation.

Black communities back in
the day were very active from
a news perspective. If for ex-
ample you wanted an event
to be marketed, you would
just let a few neighbors know

about it. They in turn would
let others know and before
you knew it, you would have
the expected crowd and more.

If it was a protest or march
of any kind, the black church
was the meeting place. Lead-
ers would decide what church
and off we went to protest the
injustices of the day and there
were plenty of them.

Of course, the telephone
and flyers of all kinds were
also ways to let people know
what was happening or about
to happen.

During the early days,
some people in my Winston-
Salem, N.C. neighborhood
had party lines. You are ask-
ing now, what was a party
line? It was a telephone line
that allowed you to speak to
more than one person at a
time. Usually, you knew the
other folks on the party line.
Ask your grandparents or an
older relative about them and
I am sure you will get some
good stories that will make
you laugh.

As technology has in-

creased, so has our ability
to communicate with each
other. Some people use tech-
nology for bad reasons and
intentions.

Last week, the January 6th
Hearings Committee had as
one of its witnesses, Stephen
Ayres from Ohio and self-de-
scribed as hardworking and
a family man. He was one of
hundreds who stormed the
Capitol on January 6th.

He said, “He was “pretty
hardcore into social media.”

The former president sent
out on social media a mes-
sage to “Stop the Steal Rally.”

Ayres said he was hanging
on every word he was saying.
Sadly, he like thousands of
others were duped and hood-
winked and participated in
this embarrassing and shame-
ful moment in the history of
our country.

Ayres in the hearing said,
“I felt like I had, like horse
blinders on when he was fol-
lowing Trump”.

He added, “The biggest
thing to me is, to take the

blinders off. Make sure you
step back and see what’s go-
ing on before it’s too late”.

Now, Ayres finds himself
in a precarious and life-alter-
ing position. He has lost his
job as a supervisor and has
had to sell his house. His sen-
tencing will be in September.

There have been over 840
rioters that have been charged
with more to come, I suspect.

Is Trump with his false and
inflammatory rhetoric going
to help rioter Ayres? Will he
help him to get a new job or
buy a new home?

The answer to these ques-
tions is a hurtful and sad no.

I feel sorry for this guy and
others who succumbed to this
lie. There are still others who
believe T. What will it take to
convince them?

Are there lessons to be
learned from Ayres who has
lost everything? [ believe
there are. Ayres and others
who got caught up would
probably tell you to take off
the horse blinders. That’s
good advice.

The social crisis, black
folks and the economy

By Dr. John Warren
San Diego Voice and
Viewpoint/NNPA Member

It appears that
we continue to
& live in Charles
"'| Dickens “A Tale

{ of Two Cities.”
'_' o .| He wrote these
' words: “It was

the best of times, it was the
worst of times, it was the age
of wisdom, it was the age of
foolishness, it was the epoch of
belief, it was the epoch of in-
credulity, it was the season of
light, it was the season of dark-
ness, it was the spring of hope,
it was the winter of despair.”
Where you fit in between
“the best of times” and “the
worst of times” really depends
on who you are today in Amer-
ica. For African Americans,
too many of us are still experi-
encing the worst of times, and
things will not get better unless
we decide to make them so.

ANYTIME
Breaking News

While America is excited about
abortions and gun violence, we
have been victims of the latter,
with civil rights violations and
voter suppression being more
important than abortions to
most of us.

The speed with which the
President moved with an Exec-
utive Order to assist the abor-
tion issue and his mentioning
of overturning the Filibuster
Rule were both absent on the
Voting Rights and Civil Rights
issues.

Nevertheless, it is now our
turn to correct all this. Just
as our votes made Joe Biden
president and sent two U.S.
senators to the Senate from the
State of Georgia, it is now our
turn to rally in every state that
the Trump people are trying to
“steal” in the coming elections.
We must vote out their support-
ers.

This means that no mat-
ter what the social issues that

emerge, we must stay focused
on who is seeking to get elected
and whether they will commit
to overturning the Filibuster
Rule in the Senate.

While some say we need
two more U.S. senators so that
we can break the chokehold of
Senator Manchin and Sena-
tor Sinema, who vote with the
Republicans on all issues, we
must examine all the Senate
races and throw our support
into every state race where we
find a candidate who will com-
mit to our agenda. Remember,
only one third of the senate is
up for election each election
cycle. Just as in Georgia, we
can make a difference.

Trump and the Conservative
Right are counting on a low
voter turnout in November, just
four months away. From the
voter turnout in most primaries
so far, they have been right.

Let’s remember that we, as
black people, are responsible

ON

for the Voting Rights Act, and
the Civil Rights Act. We elect-
ed Obama twice and Biden
once.

We are not apathetic. We are
just tired. But we can not stop
to rest. As Robert Frost wrote,
“The woods are dark and deep,
but I have miles to go before 1
sleep.”

Voter registration and voter
turnout in all 50 States must
become our No. One priority, at
all costs; more important than
abortions, homelessness, high
gas prices and bad Supreme
Court Decisions. Let registra-
tion begin and let’s track the
numbers week by week.

As Rev. Ben Chavis, presi-
dent of the National Newspa-
per Publishers Association,
has said, “We want 10 million
new registered voters by No-
vember 2022. Let’s make this
the “Best of Times” in spite of
what appears to be the “Worst
of Times.”
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Things Change:
Nothing
Remains
the Same

By Dr. Jerry Komia Domatob

Nothing stands still
Even stuff, tough as steel.
Change is inevitable
And must be applicable

Change roars like thunder
Sometimes it sparks plunder
Change blunders
Pushing things under

Change elevates history
Eliciting stories
Change utters fame
Just as sometimes, it unveils shame
Change flabbergasts
Just as it obligates
Change sparks turmoil
Just as it stirs oil

Change stimulates gains
Often bringing pains
Change raises aspiration
Occasionally unleashing perspiration

Change shocks as electricity
Often, at unforeseen velocity
Change shakes the old
As it shatters the new

Change is joyfulness
Full-fledged as gladness
It initiates record newness
Along with rawness

Change utters the unforeseen
Even where folks perceive
Change strategy
Stimulates new energy

Change impacts geography
Like cartography
Change lashes the strong
Just as it dashes wrong

Change spares none
As things roll on
Change’s invincibility
Defies most capability

Change encloses yesterday
Along with what happens today
Change that empowers
Every and anywhere towers

Change is immutability
Like its incapability
Change defines novel acceptability
Like sensitivity

Expect change anytime
Get set for it all the time
Change is always a constant
Even in situations of the inconstant

Today brings change
Tomorrow adapts to change
Tomorrow calls for change adaptation
Directing change in another direction.

Dr. Jerry Komia Domatob is a mass communication
professor at Alcorn State University, Lorman-Mississippi. A
poet, author and journalist, Domatob taught at the Univer-

sity of Northern lowa, Long Island University, Southamp-
ton, New York where he was the director/coordinator for
Communications. He also served as a professor in Rutgers
University, New Brunswick, Fordham University, and The
College of New Rochelle, New York, as communications di-
rector. He has published over five books and the latest ones
are: Communication, Culture and Human Rights and Posi-
tive Vibration. He produced and circulated over 20 journal
articles as well as several newspaper features in Nigerian
and American newspapers such as the Jackson Advocate,

The Mississippi Link, Harlem Times, Glory Journal

and the Port Gibson Reveille.
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LEGAL LEGAL

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
DOROTHY ROWAN, DECEASED Cause No.: 21-pr-00139
SUMMONS

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED TO SUMMONS:

Any and all persons or parties who are interested in or claim any right, title or inter-
est as heirs-at-law and wrongful death beneficiaries of Dorothy Rowan, deceased,
including, but not limited to, the unknown heirs-at-law and wrongful death benefi-
ciaries of Dorothy Rowan, if they be living and not to be found therein after dili-
gent search and inquiry and whose places of residence, post office, and street and
house addresses are unknown after diligent street search and inquiry to ascertain
the same, and if dead, their unknown devisees, executors, administrators or legal
representatives are not to be found after diligent search and inquiry, and whose
places of residence, post offices, and street and house addresses are unknown after
diligent search and inquiry to ascertain the same. You have been made Defendants
in the lawsuit filed in the Court by Carolyn O’Connor to establish the heirs-at-law and
wrongful death beneficiaries of Dorothy Rowan, deceased.

IF TO BE FOUND IN THIS COUNTY, to be and appear before the Honorable De-
nise Owens, of the Chancery Court of Hinds County, at the Hinds County Chancery
Courthouse in Jackson, Mississippi, on the 8th day of August, 2022, at 9:00 a.m.,
next, then and there to show cause, if any they can why Carolyn O’Connor, Robert
Neely, Max Neely, Josh Neely, Eliza Neely and Charlie Neely should not be declared
the only heirs-at-law and wrongful death beneficiaries of Dorothy Rowan, deceased,
according to law, and further to do and suffer such things as shall be considered and
ordered by the Court aforesaid in the premises, and have then and there this, with an
endorsement thereon to the manner in which you shall have served.

YOU ARE SUMMONED TO APPEAR and defend against the Petition filed against
you in this action on the date and time as set forth herein above before the Honor-
able Denise Owens in Jackson, Mississippi; and in case of your failure to appear
and defend, a judgment will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the
Petition. You are not required to file answer or other pleadings, but you may do so
if you desire.

WITNESS my hand and seal of said Court at Hinds County, Mississippi, this the
day of , 2022.

EDDIE JEAN CARR, CLERK
HINDS COUNTY CHANCERY COURT

71712022, 7114/2022, 7/21/2022

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING
ZONING CASE NO. 4178

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof,
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that
Kristi Kirkwood has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application
requesting a Rezoning from R-1A (Single-Family) Residential District to R-2 (Single-
Family & Two-Family) Residential District to allow for the construction of a two family
residential unit for the property located at 0 Old Canton Rd. (Parcel 564-16) in the First
Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

Lot 1, Block B, Canton Club Subdivision, Part 1, a subdivision according to the map
or plat thereof which is on file and record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds
County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 12 at Page 26 thereof, reference to which
is made in aid of and as a part of this description. And being the same property de-
scribed in Instrument recorded in Book 4584 at Page 507.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street
in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, July 27, 2022, at which time all
parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said ques-
tion, after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can
make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may
be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be
filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consider-
ation thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning
Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate
citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY
AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO
OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SO-
CIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND
VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.
MS.US TO REGISTER PRIOR TO July 20, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 5th day of July 2022.

/slEster L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

7/7/2022, 7/21/2022

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT
ZONING CASE NO. 4179

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof,
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that
Terrence Brent, Sr. has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an appli-
cation requesting a Use Permit to allow for the operation of a general restaurant within
a C-2 (Limited) Commercial District on property located at 540 Raymond Rd., - Suite
2 (Parcel 217-9), in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being
more particularly described as:

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street
in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, July 27, 2022, at which time all
parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said ques-
tion, after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can
make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may
be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be
filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consider-
ation thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning
Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate
citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY
AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO
OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SO-
CIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND
VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.
MS.US TO REGISTER PRIOR TO July 20, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 5h day of July 2022.

Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

7/7/2022, 7/21/2022

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING
ZONING CASE NO. 4177

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof,
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby,
that Whitney Place, LLC has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson,
an application requesting a Rezoning from UV Urban Village (Mixed Use) and R-4
(Limited Multi-family) Residential to UTC - Urban Town Center (Mixed Use) to allow
for potential higher density residential and/or mixed use development and a Use
Permit for accessory parking on properties located at 510, 518 & 524 Mitchell Ave.,
3009 North State St. and 3012, 3016, 3024, 3032, 3038 & 3046 Oxford Ave. (Par-
cels: 51-142-1, 51-142, 51-141, 51-151, 51-143-1, 51-143-2, 51-143-3, 51-143-4,
51-143-5 & 51-144). in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and
being more particularly described as:

510 Mitchell Ave. (51-142-1)

Lot 7, Block G of Asylum Heights Subdivision, a subdivision according to a map
or plat thereof which is on file and record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book /Cabinet 1 at Page/Slide/Slot
30 thereof, reference to which is made in aid of and as a part of this description.

And being part of the same property described in Instrument recorded in Book 7147
at Page 724.

518 Mitchell Ave. (51-142)

Lot 6, Block G, Asylum Heights Subdivision, a subdivision according to a map or
plat thereof which is on file and record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds
County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book /Cabinet 1 at Page/Slide/Slot 30 there-
of, reference to which is made in aid of and as a part of this description.

524 Mitchell Ave. (51-141)

Lot 4, Block “G” of Asylum Heights Subdivision, a subdivision according to a map
or plat thereof which is on file and record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book /Cabinet 1 at Page/Slide/Slot
30 thereof, reference to which is made in aid of and as a part of this description.

and,

Lot 5, Block “G” of Asylum Heights Subdivision, a subdivision according to a map
or plat thereof which is on file and record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book /Cabinet 1 at Page/Slide/Slot
30 thereof, reference to which is made in aid of and as a part of this description.

3009 North State (Parcel 51-151)

Parcel of lane located in Lots 5 & 6 of Fannie Brown Estate Survey as recorded
in Plat Book “A”, Page 336 in the office of the Chancery Clerk at Jackson, Hinds
County, Mississippi, and Part of Lot 1, Block “G”, Asylum Heights as recorded in
Plat Book 1 Page 30 in the office of the Chancery Clerk at Jackson, Hinds County,
Mississippi and more particularly described as follows:

Beginning at a point which is Northwest corner of Lot 5, Fannie Brown Estate Sur-
vey and is also Southwest corner of Lot 9 of Highland Addition to City of Jackson
as recorded in Plat Book 2, Page 57 in the office of the Chancery Clerk at Jack-
son, Hinds County, Mississippi; run South 89 degrees 20 minutes East along the
South line of Highland Addition, 390.68 feet to a point; thence South 20 degrees 10
minutes West for 149.8 feet to a point; thence South 69 degrees 50 minutes East
141.1 feet to West line of North State Street as laid out and in use at time of this
survey; thence South 20 degrees 10 minutes West for 108.28 feet along West line
North State Street’ thence North 74 degrees 01 minute West for 225.0 feet’ thence
South 20 degrees 13 minutes West for 50.14 feet to a point; thence 74 degrees
01 minute East along a line used as a party wall for 198.2 feet to the East line of
North State Street and afront line of existing building at time of this survey; thence
South 16 degrees 00 minutes West along said front line of existing building 1379.5
feet to a point; thence South 12 degrees 51 minutes West along said front line of
existing building 44.3 feet to a point; thence South 88 degrees 29 minutes West
along South line of Lot 1, Block “G”, Asylum Heights, 101.9 feet to a point; thence
North O degrees 10 minutes West along the East lone of Lot 3 of Block “G”, Asylum
Heights; 86.6 feet to a point; thence 89 degrees 29 minutes West along North line
of Block “G”, Asylum Heights, 239.05 feet to a point; thence North 0 degrees 21
minutes West, along East line of Block “G”, Asylum Heights, 429.9 feet to the point
of beginning.

3012 Oxford Ave. (51-143-1)

Lot 9, Block “G” of Asylum Heights Subdivision, a subdivision according to a map

or plat thereof which is on file and record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book /Cabinet 1 at Page/Slide/Slot
30 thereof, reference to which is made in aid of and as a part of this description.

And being part of the same property described in Instrument recorded in Book 7147
at Page 0727.

3016 Oxford Ave. (51-143-2)

Lots 10 and 13, Block “G” of Asylum Heights Subdivision, a subdivision according to
a map or plat thereof which is on file and record in the office of the Chancery Clerk
of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book /Cabinet 1 at Page/Slide/Slot
30 thereof, reference to which is made in aid of and as a part of this description.

And being part of the same property described in Instrument recorded in Book 7150
at Page 2193.

3024 Oxford Ave. (51-143-3)

Lot 11, Block “G” of Asylum Heights Subdivision, a subdivision according to a map
or plat thereof which is on file and record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book /Cabinet 1 at Page/Slide/Slot
30 thereof, reference to which is made in aid of and as a part of this description.

And being the same property described in warranty deed recorded in Book 5525
at Page 703.

3032 Oxford Ave. (51-143-4)

Lot 12, Block “G” of Asylum Heights Subdivision, a subdivision according to a map
or plat thereof which is on file and record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book /Cabinet 1 at Page/Slide/Slot
30 thereof, reference to which is made in aid of and as a part of this description.

And being part of the same property described in Instrument recorded in Book 7150
at Page 2193.

3038 Oxford Ave. (51-143-5)

Lots 10 and 13, Block “G” of Asylum Heights Subdivision, a subdivision according to
a map or plat thereof which is on file and record in the office of the Chancery Clerk
of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book /Cabinet 1 at Page/Slide/Slot
30 thereof, reference to which is made in aid of and as a part of this description.

And being part of the same property described in Instrument recorded in Book 7150
at Page 2193.

3046 Oxford Ave. (51-144)

Lot Fourteen (14), Block “G” of Asylum Heights Subdivision, a subdivision accord-
ing to a map or plat thereof which is on file and record in the office of the Chancery
Clerk of the Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, reference to which map or plat
is hereby made.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President
Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, July 27, 2022, at which
time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on
said question, after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning
Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection
thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in
writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing
thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request
is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take
steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/
hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY
AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/
VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND
THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY
ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.
JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER PRIOR TO JULY 20, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 5th day of July 2022.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi
71712022, 7/21/2022
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
BY THE
JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
FOR
CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES
IN CONNECTION WITH THE
REHABILITATION OF TAXIWAY CHARLIE 6 AT JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY
EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT (JAN)

JMAA PROJECT NO. 023-22

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“*JMAA”) is seeking bids for construc-
tion and related services in connection with the REHABILITATION OF TAXIWAY
CHARLIE 6 AT JAN (the “Work”).

Sealed bids to perform the Work will be accepted by JMAA until 4:00 p.m. Central
Standard Time (CST) on Monday, August 15, 2022 (the “Bid Deadline”). Bids shall
be accepted by email, mail, or hand delivery as follows:

Email: bids@jmaa.com

By mail or hand delivery: JMAA's Administrative Office, Suite 300
Main Terminal Building
Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208

JMAA will publicly open and read all bids on Monday, August 15, 2022 at 4:05 p.m.
(CST) (the “Bid Opening”), in the Staff Conference Room, Third Floor of the Main
Terminal Building at JAN. JMAA invites Bidders and their authorized representa-
tives to be present at the Bid Opening.

Questions and communications regarding the bidding procedure and schedule
on this project should be directed to: Marvin Buckhalter, Director of Procurement,
mbuckhalter@jmaa.com, and 601-664-3516.

The following identification information must be provided with the submission: (i)
bidder’s company name; (ii) Mississippi Certificate of Responsibility Number; and
(iii) the wording: REHABILITATION OF TAXIWAY CHARLIE 6 AT JAN, Project
No.023-22.” If the submission is submitted via email, then the identification infor-
mation must be provided in the email subject line. If the submission is submitted
by hand delivery or mail, then the identification information must be marked on the

outside or exterior of the bid envelope or container.

JMAA will not consider any submissions, including bid proposals, amendments to
bids, or requests for withdrawal of bids received, after the Bid Deadline for any
reason whatsoever.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest successful bidder as determined by JMAA
in accordance with the criteria set forth in the information for Bidders. Plans and
specifications related to the Work are considered part of the Agreement. Any Ad-
denda issued clarifying and/or changing plans and specifications; clarifying and/
or changing instructions in the Instruction to Bidders; and/or answering questions
in relation to the Instructions to Bidders shall become part of the Information for
Bidders.

The Information for Bidders and bidding documents for the Work can be found
at (https://[jmaa.com/corporate/partner-with-us/procurement/). The website will be
updated periodically with addenda, reports and other information relevant to submit-
ting a Bid for the Work.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference on Friday, July 22, 2022 10:00am (CST) using
the following login information:

Link: https://jmaa.zoom.us/s/95968020095

Meeting ID: 959 6802 0095
Passcode: 520966

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifications for the Work by
Addendum issued before the Bid Deadline; to reject any and all bids; to waive tech-
nicalities in the bid proposals.

JMAA has established a Disadvantage Business Enterprises participation goal of
24.00% for the Work solicited by this RFB.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
DATE: JULY 13, 2022 John Means, Acting Chief Executive Officer

7/14/2022, 7/21/2022

LEGAL

AUGUST 06, 2022
AUCTION OF CITY OF JACKSON
IMPOUNDED VEHICLES

To all interested parties, known or unknown,

Pursuant to the MS State Code of 1972, Section 21-39-21, the City of Jackson,
Mississippi, will sell at Public Auction, the impounded, abandoned, lost, stolen,
or misplaced motor vehicles and equipment listed on the attached schedule.
Unclaimed motor vehicles and equipment may be sold after the expiration of
ninety (90) days from their receipt or recovery by the City of Jackson. The

auction will be held at the City’'s Garage/Impound Lot facility located at 4225-C
Michael Avalon Street on Saturday, August 06, 2022 starting at 10:00 a.m.

Alist and description of abandoned/unclaimed vehicles will be posted pursuant
to statutory requirements in the following locations:

Hinds County Court House
Hinds Country Chancery Court Building
Jackson City Hall/City Clerk’s Office

7/21/2022
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7/14/2022, 7/21/2022

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY

OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of
the City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, August 9th,
2022, for the purchase of certain City-owned property: parcel 121-6, located
at 275 Holland Ave in Jackson, Mississippi. Bidding for the property will start
at $500.00. The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the
right of ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For additional
information or for a “bid form”, contact Vic Sexton at (601) 960 1055 or e-mail
vsexton@city.jackson.ms.us.

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and de-
livered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S.
President St. Jackson, Mississippi 39201). The outside of the envelope must
be plainly marked to identify the parcel number being bid on along with the
bidder’s name. Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will
be opened on Tuesday, August 9th, 2022 at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Cham-
bers at City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.

Preferential preference will be granted to all equivalent high bidders that sub-

LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Notice is hereby given that sealed proposals will be received by the City of
Jackson, Mississippi on August 16, 2022 at 3:30 p.m. at City Hall, 219 South
President Street. Proposals will be received for lease purchase interest rate
financing for the purchase of, vehicles and related equipment.

Please submit an original and two (2) copies of sealed proposals, marked;
“RFP#94654-081622 Lease Purchase Financing Interest Rate Proposal.”
Proposals should be mailed to the following address prior to or on August
16, 2022.

City of Jackson, Mississippi

mitted an application to the Surplus Property Committee. If multiple equiva-
lent high bidders submitted applications, a re-bid process utilizing the Best
and Final Offer (BAFO) between those bidders will be granted to determine
a winner. If multiple equivalent high bidders persist after BAFO, the re-bid
process will be repeated, if necessary, until a sole high bidder is certified.

If multiple equivalent high bidders did not submit applications to the Sur-
plus Property Committee, a re-bid process utilizing the Best and Final Of-
fer (BAFO) between those bidders will be granted to determine a winner. If
multiple equivalent high bidders persist after BAFO, the re-bid process will be
repeated, if necessary, until a sole high bidder is certified.

If multiple equivalent high bidders consist of, one equivalent high bidder that
submitted an application to the Surplus Property Committee and the other
equivalent high bidder(s) that did not submit an application to the Surplus
Property Committee, preferential preference will be granted to the bidder that
submitted an application to the Surplus Property Committee.

City reserves the right to reject any and all bids

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
7/21/2022, 7/28/2022

LEGAL

Attention: Municipal Clerk
219 South President Street
Jackson, MS 39201

Request for proposal documents can be downloaded from the City of Jackson
website: www.jacksonms.gov, and can be obtained by contacting the City of
Jackson, Mississippi as follows:

Department of Administration
Attention: Felicia Young

200 South President Street
Jackson, MS 39201

(601) 960-2005

7/21/2022, 7/28/2022

Public Announcement
Hinds County School District

Application Meeting

July 28, 2022 at 5:00 PM.

Topic: Federal Programs/IDEA
2022-2023 Budget Application
Stakeholders Meeting

IDEA, Preschool Project, and Consolidated Federal Programs

Time: Jul 28, 2022 05:00 PM
Central Time (US and Canada)

There will be a Virtual meeting on Thursday,

Join Zoom Meeting

This meeting will be to discuss the applications for Individuals with

Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA), Preschool Project,

and Consolidated Federal Programs Applications (CFPA) for fiscal
year 2023.

Any parents of children with a disability being served in the Hinds
County School District, along with any other parents of children in the
Hinds County School District, are invited to attend.

https://zoom.us/j/91986638513?
pwd=RWxPRFhZSzVRZDhWbjd
yVFU1MGxmdz09
Meeting ID: 919 8663 8513

Passcode: aAEOSF
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We are proud
supporters of
students and
educators
everywhere.

nissan-canton.com

2 Hinds Utica Campus
students named

Local organizations
to host Back to School

Blast

with free school
supplies and COVID-19
vaccinations/boosters

Mississippi Link Newswire

Word and Worship Church
and the Institute for the Ad-
vancement of Minority Health
will host a Back-to-School
Blast, Saturday, July 30, 2022,
from 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
The blast will be held at Word
and Worship Church located
at 88  Hanging Moss Road,
Jackson, MS.

The purpose of the Back-
to-School Blast is to provide

information and resources to
children and parents as they
gear up for the 2022-2023 aca-
demic school year.

COVID-19 vaccinations
and boosters will be provided.
School supplies for all grade
levels will available.

Due to COVID-19 restric-
tions, attendees are encouraged
to wear masks.

Participants are asked to
register at https://rb.gy/y rcve.

JSU political science
M.A. program
available this fall

By Anthony Howard
Jackson State University

Jackson State University
students will have the option
to earn a master’s degree in
political science this fall. The
M.A. program returns with an
in-person and online option for
qualifying students.

Political Science Chair and
Professor Maurice Mangum,
Ph.D., said the M.A. degree
would present graduates with a
vast selection of career oppor-
tunities.

“You can do numerous
things. You can work for gov-
ernment agencies and politi-
cal offices. You can do public
opinion surveys and marketing
analyses,” said Mangum. “Be-
cause you’ll learn so many dif-
ferent skills, you can become a
writer on a number of topics;
a statistician, consultant, pub-
lic policy expert, just a whole
number of things because of
the skills you will develop and
learn.”

Byron Orey, Ph.D., political
science professor, credits the
department for being one of
the largest contributors of black
students to doctoral programs
in political science. He predicts
the online program will expand
the outreach of the department.

“I'm excited because there
may be constraints for some
students attending classes in
person, so having an online
option will definitely broaden
student interest. So, I’'m excited
to expand the program,” stated
Orey.

The department offers a the-
sis and non-thesis route to the
M.A. in political science. De-
signed for students who desire
to pursue a doctorate; the thesis
route requires a minimum of 30
semester hours of coursework
and six credits of thesis hours

Byron Orey, Ph.D., political sci-
ence professor

culminating in the writing and
defense of a thesis.

The non-thesis route requires
completing a minimum of 36
semester hours of coursework
and submitting a significant re-
search paper.

Mangum said the course is
designed for students to com-
plete the M.A program in one
academic year.

“We made the courses eight
weeks, so instead of taking 16
weeks and three courses per se-
mester, you can take six courses
in 16 weeks,” explained Mang-
um. “That means you can get
your master’s degree in politi-
cal science in two semesters.”

Admission into the graduate
program is limited to students
who have earned a bachelor’s
degree with a 3.0 GPA on a 4.0
GPA scale in a relevant under-
graduate major from an accred-
ited institution. Students may
also receive admission through
special permission from the
graduate faculty of the Depart-
ment of Political Science.

All applicants are required
to take the Graduate Records
Examination (GRE); supply
at least three reference letters
from persons qualified to eval-
uate their undergraduate scho-
lastic performance and their
suitability for graduate work in
the program.

HBCU scholars

Lauren-Kelli Gatlin

Special to the Mississippi Link

Two Hinds Community
College students on the Utica
Campus are among 86 nation-
ally who were named in the
ninth cohort for HBCU schol-
ars.

The two Hinds students are
Lauren-Kelli Gatlin of Jack-
son, formerly of Terry, and
Elizabeth Moss of Waynes-
boro. They were selected by
the White House Initiative on
Advancing Educational Equity,
Excellence and Economic Op-
portunity through Historically
Black Colleges and Universi-
ties for their accomplishments
in academics, leadership, civic
engagement and much more.

Both are actively involved
at the Utica Campus, includ-
ing in the STEM-UP Academy,
the robotics team and as co-
presidents of the Alpha Beta Xi
Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa.

The Hinds CC UC3T STEM-
UP Initiative is sponsored by a
grant from the National Sci-
ence Foundation and is de-
signed to increase the num-
ber of minority students who
complete associate degrees on
our Utica Campus and who
are prepared to pursue a B.S.
degree in STEM areas at four-
year institutions.

Gatlin said attending classes
at an HBCU is important to

her. “I wanted a college ex-
perience where I can be sur-
rounded by people with similar
backgrounds and cultural ex-
periences,” she said. “I chose
the Utica Campus because of
the hospitality that I was pre-
sented with on campus. Al-
though it is a small campus,
it was very welcoming for an
incoming first-year student. I
also knew that my education-
al experience would be better
because of the smaller classes
and the advantage of getting to
know my teachers one on one.”

Moss said she wanted to be
a part of the STEM-UP pro-
gram. “The computer science/
cybersecurity courses provided
at this institute will prepare me
for my next academic steps in
life,” she said.

HBCU scholars are invited to
the 2022 HBCU Week Nation-
al Annual Conference, Sept.
20-23, in Washington, D.C.
During the conference, they
will participate in sessions de-
signed to engage a spirit of en-
trepreneurship, innovation and
personal and professional de-
velopment. Most importantly,
scholars will have opportuni-
ties to engage with one another
and showcase their individual
and collective talent.

Currently enrolled at 56
of the nation’s HBCU'’s, the

Elizabeth Moss

scholars were selected from a
competitive pool of over 350
students. Applications also re-
quired the signature of their
HBCU president or designated
HBCU faculty, adding a level
of prestige to this application
process.

“The HBCU Scholars have
dedicated themselves to their
learning and exemplify the
talent that our nation’s His-
torically Black Colleges and
Universities have nurtured for
generations,” said U.S. Sec-
retary of Education Miguel
Cardona. “The Biden-Harris
administration is committed to
supporting these leaders and I
cannot wait to learn from them
while they serve as ambassa-
dors for the White House Ini-
tiative and their institutions.”

Over the course of an aca-
demic school year, HBCU
scholars will serve as ambassa-
dors of the White House Initia-
tive on HBCUs. They will be
offered training and cross-uni-
versity networking opportuni-
ties. Scholars will also have
an opportunity to work on is-
sues specifically related to the
HBCU community and partici-
pate in national and regional
events with professionals from
a wide range of disciplines.

A key feature of the HBCU
Scholar Program is a partner-

ship with NASA to foster in-
novation and opportunity for
the cohorts. This partnership
with NASA makes the Minor-
ity University Research and
Education Project (MUREP)
Innovation Tech Transfer Idea
Competition (MITTIC), “Mini
MITTIC” part of the HBCU
Scholar Program. Through
the Mini MITTIC program
students will partner in devel-
oping ideas to commercial-
ize technology derived from
NASA intellectual property.
Scholars will have the oppor-
tunity to present their IP ideas
during the National HBCU
Week Conference in Septem-
ber.

Program events are designed
to enhance HBCU scholars
professional development and
create  post-graduation op-
portunities within non-profit,
business, and federal agency
partners to ensure that as a na-
tion we remain globally com-
petitive.

With six campuses in central
Mississippi, Hinds Community
College is a comprehensive in-
stitution offering quality, af-
fordable educational opportu-
nities with academic programs
of study leading to seamless
university transfer and career
and technical programs teach-
ing job-ready skills.
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JOSEPHINE

DAMIEN

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

Buttoned up, lips sealed, un-
der wraps. The secret’s safe with
you. No matter how others beg,
tease, or try to trick you into tell-
ing, you can hold something on
the Q.T. until the day you die.

You’re trustworthy, depend-
able, discreet and you don’t blab.
People admire that, and seek
you out. And as in the new book
“Agent Josephine” by Damien
Lewis, they might kill you for it.

When Josephine Macdonald
was a small child in St. Louis,
Missouri, she grew to under-

stand that her mother resented
her for merely being born.
Though Carrie Carson worked
hard to keep the family fed,
there was never enough money
so little Josephine proudly con-
tributed to the family by work-
ing as a maid and by dancing
and street-performing for coins.
That made her happiest.

Later, after she realized that
she could actually make a liv-
ing performing, she found stage
work but Jim Crow laws were
a constant in her life. Believ-
ing that leaving America was
her best option, she headed for
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Europe in the 1920s, where she
knew that racism wasn’t as en-
trenched.

Alas, most European coun-
tries were not welcoming, either.
Everywhere, but in France, she
was looked upon with disgust.
And so, says Lewis, Josephine
married a frenchman, took his
last name, relinquished her
American citizenship, and gave
France her heart.

In the later part of the 1930s,
when it became obvious that Hit-
ler and the Nazis were becoming
dangerous to the rest of Europe
and to the world, authorities be-
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Can’t come to us? We'll
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statewide mobile closings.

Call us today for your new home purchase,
construction loan, or refinance.
601-398-2347

gan looking for what they called
“Honorary Correspondents” to
help collect covert information
and to pass messages. “HCs”
possessed intelligence. They
were calm and patriotic people
of means. With her star power
and her people-skills, Josephine
Baker was considered immedi-
ately; officials were surprised
when they interviewed her to
find that she was a “natural.”
And so Josephine became a
spy, fighting the Nazis until dan-
ger made her temporarily flee
to a small village in France. In
a chateau there, waiting word

www.themississippilink.com

from her associates, was “the
world’s most famous woman of
colour, who hungered to fight.”

The very first thing you’ll no-
tice about “Agent Josephine”
is that it’s a brick. That should
alert you immediately to what’s
in store for you: author Damien
Lewis dives deep.

In his introduction, he ex-
plains what spurred him to write
this book and the turns his re-
search took, from America to
Europe and into the darkest of
corners of nearly-century-old
history. There are jaw-droppers
in what he found, and questions

~

that still remain classified. Read-
ers can take that as an alert, too.
There’s a lot of European his-
tory to unpack to get to the bi-
ography for which you grabbed
this book. Baker’s story is there,
but it’s eked out amid a long,
complicated story of World War
II espionage, and a well-more-
than-basic knowledge of Eu-
rope, 1933-1945, is a must.
Without it, you may flail -
although a love of a good spy
story could redeem this book
for fans of thrillers. If that’s you,
there’s no need to keep “Agent
Josephine” under wraps.

WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON’S SOUL,
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE
VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC
ADULTS WANT TO HEAR!

1,_1'

SMOOTH 100.5 F
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Juanita Doty’s 50" Anniversary

as a Gloden AKA Soror
Orlando, Florida, July 13, 2022

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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Hinds County School District Weekly Update

ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE

Raymond Elementary School
Nears Completion

v \ 4 w
REGISTRATIO
VAAMAAAAAAAAAADAAAAAAANA VAAA,

Monday July 25" — Thursday 28"
9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m,

Remember with all of us working together,
WE can make a difference!






