
Ahead of the all-important 
2022 midterm elections, reports 
show that more than 55 million 
Americans remain unregistered 
to vote – and about 10 million 
are African Americans who are 
eligible to vote but who are un-
registered.

Whether the reason is apathy, 
suppression, or something else, 
the National Newspaper Pub-

lishers Association (NNPA) 
and the Transformative Justice 
Coalition seek to get to the bot-
tom of why, with so much at 
stake, voter registration and 
GOTV mobilization remain 
lacking notably among black 
Americans across the nation.

During the national con-
vention marking the 195th-
anniversary celebration of the 
Black Press of America in New 
Orleans, leaders of both orga-

nizations announced a get-out-
to-vote campaign aimed at reg-
istering and mobilizing GOTV 
for 10 million more African 
Americans to vote in time for 
the 2022 midterms.

“The NNPA has talked about 
the vote, and there is no better 
time for us to show our pow-
er,” NNPA Chair Karen Carter 
Richards stated during the an-
nouncement at the national 
convention in the Big Easy.

“Let us take the lead and not 
be on the tail-end so we can 
show the present-day power 
of the Black Press,” continued 
Richards, who publishes the 
Houston Forward Times.

“This is a great opportunity 
for us; we’ve got to make this 
happen.”

Attorney Barbara Arnwine, 
the founder, and president of 

Americans no longer have a 
constitutional right to abortion 
after the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled Friday, June 24, to over-
turn the landmark Roe V. Wade, 
taking away reproductive rights 
that have been in place since 
1973.

The decision mirrored a 
leaked draft opinion circulated 
earlier this month, which all 
the conservative justices on the 
high court approved.

Immediately following the 
initial leak of draft, and con-
tinuing over the weeks since, 
crowds have gathered outside 
the Supreme Court in Washing-
ton to protest.

“Stripping away a woman’s 
right to safe, legal abortion and 
to make our own healthcare de-
cisions will have especially dire 
consequences for black women 
and women of color across our 
country,” said Jessica Knight 

Henry, Deputy and Chief Di-
Yersity and ,nclusion 2ffi cer 
for the Democratic Senatorial 
Campaign Committee.

“With Roe overturned, the 
stakes of this election have nev-

er been higher – black voters 
will stand with Senate Demo-
crats against Sen. Mitch McCo-
nnell and Republicans’ agenda 
that would make abortion ille-
gal and impose new, cruel and 

punishing restrictions on wom-
en of color and their families,” 
Henry stated.

Florida Democratic Rep. Val 

Long considered the Flag-
ship Library in the Jack-
son-Hinds County Library 
System, the Eudora Welty 
Library at 300 North State 
Street in -acNson, is fl ag�
ging mightily. The library 
has been closed now for over 
42 days, only opened on one 
day, June 7th for primary 
elections. Today, for the pri-
mary election runoffs, a trail-
er has been brought in with 
the help of Credell Calhoun, 
president of the Board of Su-
pervisors. 

So, what is the delay in re-
pairs all about? Well, appar-
ently that’s where the rub is. 
There are many slices in the 
library pie.

This quest began with an 
email to Jackson City Coun-
cil President Virgi Lindsay, 
asking what is getting in the 
way of getting the water to 
stop coming through the ceil-
ings, addressing mold issues 
and getting the air condition-
ing fi [ed" 

Her offi ce¶s resSonse Zas� 
“:hile the issues that e[ist 
with the libraries are (and 
have been) a real concern 
for Councilwoman Lindsay, 
she obviously has no author-
ity to remedy the ongoing 
problems or to appoint ad-
ditional members. The City 
of Jackson appointments are 
made by the mayor and the 
authority to improve the li-
braries lies Zith his offi ce as 
well. The appropriate indi-
viduals to contact for more 
information are Mayor Lu-
mumba, &hief of Staff Safi �
ya Omari and/or CAO Mr. 
Louis Wright.” This writer 
forwarded her response to 
the Chief of Staff and Chief 
$dministratiYe 2ffi cer.

Floyd Council indicates 
that state law prohibits him 
from using any of his funds 
for maintenance. His fund-

ing is e[clusiYely to SroYide 
library services, not mainte-
nance. He indicates that the 
City of Jackson is well aware 
of this, as they have provided 
maintenance at numerous li-
braries throughout the city, 
and as recently as May 2022, 
had performed maintenance 
at the Eudora Welty Library. 
However, now, everything is 
at all-stop.

&ouncil, e[ecutiYe direc�
tor of the Library System, is 
a native of Shelby, Missis-
sippi. He is no stranger to Li-
brary Administration, having 
serYed as e[ecutiYe director 
of The Birmingham Public 
Library System from 2017-
2020. Prior, he was the Cen-
tral Library Administrator 
for the Atlanta Fulton Pub-
lic Library System. In 2021 
he serYed briefl y as e[ecu�
tive director of the Carnegie 
Public Library of Clarksdale. 
His tenure as Jackson/Hinds 
/ibrary System ([ecutiYe 
Director began in March of 
this year.

In an interview with 
WLBT in April, he shared 
the following, “I think one 
thing to understand is that 
our governing library board 
has the responsibility for 
governing the library system, 
but the buildings either be-
long to the City of Jackson or 
they belong to a city within 
the county,” he added. “This 
means that the state law in 
the State of Mississippi pro-
hibits library systems from 
owning the buildings and 
making substantial repairs to 
them. So the buildings have 
to be maintained by the own-
ers for the benefi t of the ta[�
paying citizens.”

Library people know what 
they are talking about. In 
fact, a PEW Research Study 
indicates that 78% of Ameri-
cans have a favorable im-
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Individuals riding in new and COVID-safe tour buses would hit swing states ahead of the November elections to register and mobilize GOTV 
for 10 million new black voters. (Pictured from left to right: Jackie H. Hampton, NNPA National Secretary and publisher of The Mississippi 
Link; Attorney Daryl Jones, Board Chair of the Transformative Justice Coalition; Attorney Barbara Arnwine, the founder and president of the 
Transformative Justice Coalition; Fran Farrer, NNPA Second Vice Chair and publisher of the County News; Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr., NNPA 
president and CEO; Karen Carter Richards, NNPA Board Chair and president of the Houston Forward Times; Cheryl Smith, NNPA National 
Treasurer and publisher of the Texas Metro News; Janis Ware, NNPA Vice Chair and publisher of the Atlanta Voice.

Eudora Welty Library front view. PHOTOS BY CHRIS YOUNG
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Supreme Court offi cially 
overturns Roe v. Wade

 By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Correspondent

 By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Correspondent

Flagship Library 
fl agging

NNPA and Transformative Justice 
Coalition announce National
GOTV Campaign targeting
10 million more black voters
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Contributing Writer

NNPA
Continued on pages 3



The goal was to raise 
����,���.�� in fi Ye months and 
to some the amount seemed ag�
gressiYe, but the members of the 
-acNson �0S� $lumnae &haSter of 
Delta Sigma 7heta Sorority, ,nc. 
made Zhat some thought to be im�
Sossible, a reality.

7he chaSter¶s “:hen 7hey See 
8s�  H%&8s &amSaign´ Zhich 
lasted from -anuary ��, through 
0ay ��, ����, raised more than 
����,��� to aZard to the fi Ye 
�four�year� Historically %lacN &ol�
leges and 8niYersities �H%&8� 
across the state of 0ississiSSi.  
7he institutions�  $lcorn State, 
-acNson State, 0ississiSSi 9alley 
State, 5ust &ollege and 7ougaloo 
&ollege Zere all recently gifted 
aSSro[imately ���,���� funds that 
Zill assist each school in helSing 
their students succeed.

7he camSaign, Zhich Zas sSear�
headed by the local organi]ation¶s 
Social $ction &ommittee, SroYid�
ed seYeral informational sessions 
to helS educate the Sublic on the 
imSortance of H%&8s. Some of 
the aZareness techniTues included 
marNeting materials that identifi ed 
each school and the camSaign, 
highlighting each institution for a 
month Zith fun facts, interYieZs 
Zith Yarious neZs outlets, and 
a Yirtual forum Zith the student 
body Sresidents of the schools.  

$long Zith e[ceeding its goal, 
the -acNson chaSter Sresident, 
*Zendolyn Handy, e[Sressed that 
a feZ other things that Zere ac�

comSlished Zith this camSaign in�
clude� helSing ensure the success 
of students¶ families, their commu�
nities, and the country� inYesting 

in increasing diYersity in the ZorN�
force� and fulfi lling a commitment 
to imSroYe economic mobility and 
inYest in racial and social eTuity.

7he chaSter µs Sresident, said, 
“$ camSaign of this magnitude 
giYes students, esSecially fi rst�
generation college students, an 

oSSortunity to be successful and to 
comSlete their education.´ 

7he -acNson �0S� $lumnae 
&haSter Zants to continue the tra�

dition of giYing bacN and helSing 
those students Zho are fi nancially 
burdened due to some tySe of 
disSarity. 7his camSaign truly re�
minds me of a %ible Yerse that ,¶d 
liNe to share Zith the community 
� 3roYerbs ������  “$ generous 
Serson Zill SrosSer� ZhoeYer re�
freshes others Zill be refreshed.´

Delta Sigma 7heta Sorority, 
,ncorSorated. is a SriYate, not�for�
Srofi t organi]ation Zhose SurSose 
is to SroYide assistance and suS�
Sort through established Srograms 
in local communities throughout 
the Zorld. 7he sorority currently 
has �,��� collegiate and alumnae 
chaSters located in the 8nited 
States, &anada, -aSan �7oNyo and 
2NinaZa�, *ermany, the 9irgin 
,slands, %ermuda, the %ahamas, 
-amaica, :est $frica and the 5e�
Sublic of .orea.

/2&$/

By Daphne Monix Higgins
Contributing Writer
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State’s HBCUs “are seen”
in successful fi nancial campaign 

Gwendolyn Handy presents check to Alcorn: Marcus Ward, 
vice president for Institutional Advancement 

Handy presents check to Rust College: Ivy R. Taylor, Ed.D., president

Gwendolyn Handy presents check to JSU: Dr. Preselfannie 
McDaniels, dean, Division of Graduate Studies

Gwendolyn Handy presents check to Mississippi Valley 
State University: Jerryl Briggs, Ed.D., president

Handy presents check to Tougaloo: Carmen Walters, Ph.D., president 



the Transformative Justice Coalition, and her 
board chair and fellow lawyer Daryl Jones, told 
a captivated panel that their organization had re-
corded 72 voter suppression tactics to prevent a 
large population from casting ballots.

Among them are strict voter laws in many 
Republican-led states, deceptive practices like 
robocalls; early voting cuts; and voter intimida-
tion.

“Black voters did our share in 2020,” Arnwine 
remarked.

“Ninety-three percent of all eligible black vot-
ers registered in Georgia. Yet, in the 2021 Geor-
gia Senate run-off, 93 percent of all registered 
black voters turned out. That’s why people don’t 
understand where the real power is.”

Along with NNPA President and CEO Dr. Ben-
jamin F. Chavis Jr., Richards, NNPA Executive 
Board members Janis Ware, Fran Farrer, Cheryl 
Smith and Jackie Hampton, Arnwine and Jones 
announced that the groups would utilize a multi-
vehicle “votercade” to get out the vote.

They said individuals riding in new and COV-
ID-safe tour buses would hit swing states ahead 
of the November elections to register and mobi-
lize GOTV for 10 million new black voters.

Chavis said artists from Roc Nation, the com-
pany run by hip-hop magnate and business mo-
gul Jay-Z, would accompany the votercade in 
some cities.

Music superstar Stephanie Mills also pledged 
to “get on the bus with the Black Press and the 
Transformative Justice Coalition.”

Chavis said he’s convinced other celebrities 
will also join the national GOTV campaign.

“The first form of voter suppression is self-
suppression,” Dr. Chavis asserted.

“This last primary election showed that some 
of us were keeping ourselves from voting. There 
are 55 million unregistered Americans eligible 
to vote, and 10 million are African Americans,” 
Chavis continued.

“What if those 10 million were registered? We 
wouldn’t have worried about Donald Trump or 
the craziness of what the U.S. Supreme Court is 
doing now. Elections have consequences. The 
overturned Roe v. Wade, the overturned gun laws 
– are consequences of elections.”

With more than 235 African American-owned 
newspapers and media companies serving as 
members, the NNPA represents the Black Press 
of America.

The Transformative Justice Coalition’s mis-
sion includes the systematic change that achieves 
racial justice, gender, economic and social jus-
tice, and human rights through public education 
and engagement initiatives that attend equally to 
hearts and minds as well as the social systems 
and structure in which they exist.

Further, the coalition dedicates itself to in-
formed civic engagement and equal voting rights 
for everyone.

They use a voting rights map of shame to in-
form the public of threats to America’s democra-
cy, how to protect their voting rights, and steps to 
take to ensure the ability to cast a ballot and make 
sure it’s counted. The organization also seeks the 
restoration of voting rights for ex-felons.

“[Anti-voting rights organizations and indi-
viduals] have trained 10,000 people to be poll 
disruptors to go to only black polling sites,” Arn-
wine said.

“They’re not sending them to white polling 
sites, and if you watched the [Jan. 6] hearings, 
this is a concentrated effort to disempower black 
voters,” she stated.

According to Davis, more than 18 million peo-
ple are eligible to vote but don’t know it.

“They are the felony disenfranchised. They 
are confused. It’s intentionally done in various 
states. For example, in some states, you never 
lose your right to vote, and in some states, you 
can run for office if you’re incarcerated,” he ex-
plained.

The votercade would help educate voters and 
explain what’s legal, among other things. 

“We’re calling on all 235 NNPA members. 
That call and response from our brothers and sis-
ters are vital. It’s movement time. It is time to 
Get-Out-The-Vote,” Dr. Chavis declared further.

“With the Transformative Justice Coalition, 
the NNPA will help move our people forward to 
get out this vote. In 2022, we will make the criti-
cal difference in the midterm elections in terms 
of increasing black voter participation through-
out the country.”

Demings said she’s furious and disappoint-
ed.

“, am ready to fight,´ Demings declared 
in a statement. “We won’t go back. We must 
work relentlessly to preserve our right to 
choose and our right to privacy. We must 
protect Roe v. Wade in federal law.”

Demings asserted that America can’t go 
back to a time when women were treated as 
second-class citizens who don’t have con-
trol over their bodies.

“Freedom means the ability to live your 
life as you choose,” Demings insisted. “You 
have a fundamental, God-given right to your 
own life, your family, your religion, your 
circumstances, your privacy, your values, 
your health, your body. ,¶m going to fight 
for that freedom and so will millions of oth-
ers. This isn’t over.”

Associate Justice Samuel Alito wrote the 
opinion for the 6-3 majority, in which each 
of the liberal judges offered their dissent.

Alito called Roe v. Wade “egregiously 
wrong from the start.”

“It’s reasoning was exceptionally weak, 
and the decision has had damaging conse-
quences,” Alito wrote.

Dissenting Justice Stephen Breyer dis-
agreed.

“After today, young women will come of 
age with fewer rights than their mothers and 
grandmothers,” Breyer wrote. “The major-
ity accomplishes that result without so much 
as considering how women have relied on 
the right to choose or what it means to take 
that right away.”

The court’s decision ends core protection 
for women to make their own health care 
decisions, Georgia Democratic Sen. Rapha-
el Warnock stated.

“It is a departure from our American ide-
als to recognize and protect basic rights,” 

Warnock stated.
“This misguided decision is devastating 

for women and families in Georgia and na-
tionwide. Across the country, states have al-
ready passed dangerous and uncompromis-
ing restrictions that put politicians in charge 
of health care, instead of women and doc-
tors.”

Warnock’s staff called the congressman a 
“stalwart champion” of protecting women’s 
right to choose, including co-sponsoring 
the Women’s Health Protection Act, which 
would codify a woman’s right to reproduc-
tive health care.

Karen Carter Richards, NNPA’s Board 
Chair along with Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr., 
the association’s president and CEO, issued 
the following joint statement:

“The latest Supreme Court decision to 
overturn Roe v. Wade is a bad decision that 
will impact the civil rights of communi-
ties of color and particularly women. This 
is why elections have consequences. The 
NNPA will increase our efforts to turn out 
the black vote in 2022.

Marcela Howell, president, and CEO of 
In Our Own Voice: National Black Wom-
en’s Health Imperative and a conglomerate 
of other women’s rights groups, joined in 
a statement rebuking the high court’s deci-
sion.

“Overturning the historic Roe decision 
after 50 years of legal precedent impacts 
women and birthing people’s human and 
civil rights,” the statement said.

“The Supreme Court’s ruling declares 
open season on women and birthing people’s 
rights and lives,” she continued. “While we 
call on Congress and the Biden administra-
tion to take immediate action to uphold the 
Constitution, we will not depend on govern-
ing bodies to protect our rights.”

pression of information they receive at librar-
ies, and also rank them at the top of the list of 
institutions that they trust.

Apart from the maintenance issues, Coun-
cil emphasized the high level of resources 
that libraries provide. He makes a strong case 
that these resources, especially for students, 
provide a free opportunity for afterschool and 
summer learning, free computer access, and 
a host of other things. He mentioned recent-
ly hearing that up to 40% of Jackson Public 
Schools students are failing math and that it 
is part of Jackson-Hinds Library System ser-
vice model to gear programming to assist in 
areas like this.

Rickey Jones, chairman of the Jackson-
Hinds Library Board, said, “Our role is to 
make library services available and robust, 
and that capital improvements are the respon-
sibility of the city – the building owner.” He 
also indicated that the city is updated regu-
larly on on-going maintenance needs.

Stanley Arnold, the City of Jackson Public 

Works Facilities manager, promises to get the 
needed work done, but cannot proceed with-
out the funding connected to putting out the 
bids for the work.

The quest for information comes to an end 
with Tracy Carr, deputy director for Library 
Services at the Mississippi Library Commis-
sion. She confirmed that 0ississiSSi &ode 
§39-3-3 is the pertinent reference in deter-
mining who is responsible for infrastructure. 
The code states: “Where any public library or 
public library system is established under this 
article, either by the county board of supervi-
sors or the governing body of a municipality, 
the cost of purchasing land, erecting build-
ings and equipping and maintaining such 
public library or public library system shall 
be paid for in whole out of the general funds 
of the county or municipality.”

Let’s hope that that City of Jackson admin-
istration does what is necessary to shift this 
flagshiS library from flagging to unflagging. 
We’re counting on you.

Library
Continued from page 1

NNPA
Continued from page 1

Roe V. Wade
Continued from page 1

Eudora Welty Library with boarded windows and closure signs. PHOTOS BY CHRIS YOUNG

Trailer at Eudora Welty Library for primary runoff voters on June 28. 
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P H O T O S  O F  T H E  W E E K
Mrs. Lucille R. Williams celebrated her 
105th birthday on Saturday, May 28, 2022 
at Piccadilly’s Restaurant, I-55 North, 
Jackson, MS. Her actual birthday was 
May 25. One of her favorite recitals is the 
poem “If” by Rudyard Kipling. Her favor-
ite scripture is Philippians 4:13-“I can do 
all things through Christ which strength-
ened me.” She contributes her longevity 
to loving God, much prayer, treating all 
people with respect and eating healthy. 
She was happy to have celebrating with 
her several family members, friends and 
her pastor, Presiding Elder Reverend 
Dr. Floyd E. Chambers and Mrs. Hattie 
Chambers of Zion Chapel A.M.E. Zion 
Church in Canton.

Pictured are two of her 
five children Thaddeus 

Roberts, Sr. (left) and 
Larry Williams (right);

Ms. Edward Jean Blackmon 
(left) and Ms. Harris Ruth 
Brown (right) are two of her 
nieces and caregivers 
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Aaron Honeysucker, line dancing 
champion, a community presence
In different settings, audiences 

are moved by the sincere dedica-
tion that Aaron Honeysucker has 
for the love of his Jackson com-
munity. He founded his line danc-
ing team, Community Health 
Initiative Obesity Fighters, and 
moves throughout Jackson – en-
gaging others. The team consists 
of 4 or 5 instructors who get oth-
ers who may not be able to afford 
to go, or who may not be able to 
be motivated to go, to a gym. 

“Line dancing is my way of 
giving back to the community. 
I’m trying to reduce obesity in 
Mississippi since it is the fattest 
state,” charged Honeysucker.

HoneysucNer had his fi rst e[�
perience with line dancing in 
1990. He’s been teaching the art 
form since 2004. The line danc-
ing champion learned during the 
course of time that line dancing 
enables him to “live a better life” 
because it “helSs NeeS me fi t.´ 

Sharing his fi ndings Zith oth�
ers (despite age) allows them to 
reaS benefi ts as Zell.

Honeysucker maintains that 
line dancing produces interac-
tion with people, establishes new 

friendshiSs and Sromotes fi tness 
Zhile e[ercising.

There is an old saying, “Noth-
ing beats failure but a try.” For 

persons who might be skeptical 
about line dancing, Honeysucker 
offers this advice: “Get off your 
tail feather and give it a try.” He 

Mustifi es his statement by insist�
ing from long years of e[Serience 
that “the art of dancing is getting 
healthy and staying fi t.´

While teaching, the dancer in-
corporates gospel, rhythm and 
blues, country, jazz and other mu-
sic varieties. In his friendly, laid-
back style, Honeysucker demon-
strates all steps prior to playing 
the music. 

Honeysucker and his team 
have a regular class schedule 
in the midst of practicing social 
distance and wearing masks. All 
classes are line dancing, e[ceSt 
for walking. In addition, Honey-
sucker has other engagements. He 
is active at parties, reunions and 
special events. 

Line dance instructors who 
volunteer their services speak fa-
vorably of the non-salaried Hon-
eysucker.

Gleaned Veteran of Foreign 
Wars member, Sara Rivers, said,  
“Line dancing is a culture about 
having fun, being healthy and 
socializing with people. I started 
line dancing with Mr. Honey-
sucker in 2014 [when I met him 
at the VFW]. Upon his invitation 
to come to one of his line dancing 
classes, I attended – and felt since 
then that he has enhanced people 
to health awareness, healthy eat-
ing and e[ercising. /ine dancing 
is one of those ways for me to do 

that.”
Rivers said that she had back 

surgery and had to stop running. 
“Line dancing was that avenue I 
took. Though I have limitations, 
I have a camaraderie with indi-
viduals in the class. I only knew 
[how to do] the electric slide and 
the bus stop. I have now learned 
many line dances [because] I 
truly believe Mr. Honeysucker is 
‘the line dance king.’ He gives us 
room to learn and grow.”

On another note, Sheila Cheeks 
refl ected, “0r. HoneysucNer is a 
pillar in his community, business-
man’s great friend. He believes in 
putting healthy food in the body. 
We all know he loves line danc-
ing. It’s a joy to be in his pres-
ence.”

Other line dance instructors 
include Ebony Hicks, Maggie 
White, Stephanie Harris, Felecia 
Friday, Norma Demore and Re-
gina McClendon. 

Honeysucker, originally from 
Camden, Miss., graduated from 
Velma Jackson High School and 
retired from the United States 
Army.

You may contact him for times 
and dates of classes and more in-
formation at 601-506-2540. 

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer

Honeysucker (out front) rocks the class to Johnny Kemp’s song, “I Just Got Paid” at Anderson United 
Methodist Church. PHOTO BY JANICE NEAL-VINCENT

John Hunt – Terry High School

Torrie Jones – Terry High SchoolMarzavier Willa – Raymond High School

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE

Please join us in congratulating 3 
Hinds County School District seniors 

who received scholarships
from Community Bank



AARP Mississippi announced Tues-
day, June 29, four organizations through-
out the state will receive 2022 Commu-
nity Challenge grants – part of the largest 
group of grantees to date with $3.4 mil-
lion awarded among 260 organizations 
nationwide. Grantees will implement 
quick-action projects that help commu-
nities become more livable in the long-
term by improving public places, trans-
portation, housing, diversity, equity and 
inclusion, digital access and civic en-
gagement, with an emphasis on the needs 
of adults age 50 and over.

“AARP Mississippi is committed to 
working with communities to improve 
residents’ quality of life through tangible 
changes,” said AARP Mississippi State 
Director Kimberly L. Campbell, Esq. 
“We are proud to collaborate with this 
year’s grantees as they make immediate 
improvements in their communities to 
jumpstart long-term change, especially 
for Mississippians 50 and over.”

Here in Mississippi, projects funded 
include:

Hattiesburg Landmark Preservation
The grant will help Hattiesburg Land-

mark Preservation improve a park/play-
ground at Thames Elementary School, 
the only public park in midtown Hat-
tiesburg. The project includes updating a 
basketball court, adding four age-friend-
ly benches at a walking track and creat-
ing two murals.

Jackson Heart Foundation – Mu-
seum Trail

The grant will help the Jackson Heart 
Foundation continue to develop the Mu-
seum Trail, a multi-use trail spanning a 
total of 4.34 miles connecting the local 
community to parks, museums, a farm-
ers’ market, a food hall and the Pearl 
River. The grant will assist in develop-
ing two multi-functional trailhead plazas 
that include a custom designed seating 

area, public art and lighting. 
Noxubee County Historical Society
The grant will assist the Noxubee 

County Historical Society in completing 
the renovation of the Macon Welcome 
Center in the downtown business dis-
trict. The grant will help with computers, 
food prep equipment, audio video equip-
ment and more.

Waynesboro-Wayne County
Library
The grant will help the Waynesboro-

Wayne County Library purchase 11 
GrandPads, a tablet designed for older 
adults. The devices will then be used in 
computer classes and available to check 
out, just like books. A special staff mem-
ber will provide tech support. 

AARP Community Challenge grant 
projects will be funded in all 50 states, 
Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico, and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands. True to the pro-
gram’s quick-action nature, projects must 
be completed by November 30, 2022. 

This year, AARP is bolstering its in-
vestment of affordable and adaptable 
housing solutions in response to the na-
tional housing crisis. With additional 
funding support from Toyota Motor 
North America, the program is also in-
creasing its support of projects that im-
prove mobility innovation and transpor-
tation options. 

The grant program is part of AARP’s 
nationwide Livable Communities initia-
tive, which supports the efforts of cities, 
towns, neighborhoods and rural areas to 
become great places to live for people of 
all ages. Since 2017, AARP Mississippi 
has awarded 11 grants through the pro-
gram to nonSrofi t organi]ations and goY�
ernment entities across the state. 

View the full list of grantees and their 
project descriptions at aarp.org/com-
munitychallenge and learn more about 
AARP’s livable communities work at 
aarp.org/livable.

The following statement is attrib-
uted to Mississippi House Minority 
Leader Robert L. Johnson III and 
Senate Minority Leader Derrick 
Simmons:

“Last Friday, the right wing of 
the Supreme Court of the United 
States did exactly what Republicans 
nominated them to do – delivered a 
radical decision that undermines 50 
years of precedent by overturning 
Roe v. Wade. This ruling opens the 
fl oodgates for states to ban abortion 
and attack many other rights based 
on privacy. 

“As the administrative process 
and lawsuits move forward, abor-
tion is legal in Mississippi. If you 
have an appointment, keep it. For 
information on the closest place to 
receive care, visit abortionfi nder.
org.

“The decision on when and 
whether to start or grow a family 
is both deeply personal and deeply 
informed by a person’s individual 
situation. We believe in the free-
dom of Mississippians, not the 
state, to make decisions about their 
families. We believe in the dignity 
of Mississippians controlling their 
bodies and their futures. We be-
lieve caring for each other and our 
community is required. We will not 
stoS fi ghting for a Zorld that re�
fl ects those Yalues. 

“:hile Ze fi ght for that future, 
we demand Republican leadership 
put their money where their mouth 
is. Republicans claim they are mak-
ing Mississippi “the safest state for 
the unborn” yet their legislative 
track record shows the opposite. 
Mississippi Republicans have vot-
ing records that show they do not 
give a damn about human dignity, 
and they do not value the lives of 
women, children or babies, espe-
cially when they are black or poor. 
We simply need to see the failure to 

extend postpartum Medicaid to un-
derstand where they stand.

“While we mourn the impacts 
this ruling will have on human dig-
nity, we are clear-eyed in preparing 
for the 2023 legislative session. We 
know the attacks will not stop with 
abortion. Birth control, LGBTQ+ 
equality and every right based on 
the right to privacy is now at risk. 
:e Zill continue to stand fi rm Zith 
Mississippians against these threats 
to our humanity
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Seems like there are two 
main types of dreaming, 
the sleeping kind and the 
daydreaming kind. Medi-
cal people now say that 

daydreaming is known to be a natural 
healthy resting state of the brain. Who 
knew? Not sure I experience the resting 
part though, here in good ole Missis-
sippi.

The Pew Research Center claims that 
91% of whites – European Americans – 
in Mississippi believe in God. 84% per-
cent of these folks are Christians. 76% 
of them attend services with varying 
degrees of regularity. 70% pray daily. 
68% have a feeling of peace/spiritual 
well-being at least weekly. 49% turn to 
religion as their source for guidance on 
right and wrong. 48% participate in the 
study of scripture regularly. 44% believe 
there are absolute standards of right and 
wrong, but 56% believe that right and 
wrong depends on the situation – it’s ne-
gotiable to them, so to speak.

Numerous sources claim that Missis-
sippi is the most religious state in the 
country. One Christian directory lists 
109,816 churches in the Magnolia State. 
And, of course, Christian churches have 
leaders – pastors, reverends, priests, etc. 
These Christian clergy claim to love 
Jesus with all their being, and typically 
indicate they have been called to the 
ministry. Many are scholars, experts in 
the Word.

Isn’t is something though, that despite 
our lofty levels of white Christianity in 
Mississippi, we are so highly racist? 
The National Equity Atlas ranks Missis-
sippi #50 on their racial equity index. In 
2019, their scale demonstrating prosper-
ity gave white Mississippians a score of 
38, and a score of 3 for blacks. Nothing 
new to report here.

But anyway, back to daydreaming. 
When I think of dreaming, I think of Dr. 

Martin Luther King’s I Have a Dream 
speech. Then some of his quotes like: “A 
church that has lost its voice for justice 
is a church that has lost its relevance in 
the world,” and, “If one is truly devoted 
to the religion of Jesus, [that person] will 
seek to rid the earth of social evils. The 
gospel is social as well as personal.”

My daydream is that white Christian 
clergy in Mississippi wake up on Sun-
day morning having experienced a pro-
found change in their heart while they 
slept. Yes, of course they still love Jesus. 
Of course they still see their core re-
sSonsibility as sheSard¶s of their fl ocNs 
to be that of proclaiming the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. But there is one majestic 
change. The caveat has been removed. 
The caveat that willfully ignores racist 
behavior; despite being in the house of 
the Lord, desiring and loving Jesus, and 
believing that eternal salvation lies in 
the hands of Jesus. The caveat that has 
allowed contradiction and hypocrisy to 
be acceptable. 

These white clergy take to the pulpit 
with their newfound truth. They have 
been touched by the love and guidance 
of God. They know fully now that ab-
sent their clerical efforts to resist racism, 
they are complicit. They admit to their 
congregations how horribly wrong they 
have been to turn a blind eye to racism. 
They repent of their sin. They remind 
their fl ocN that Ze are all *od¶s children 
and that any form of partiality is in direct 
contradiction of the Gospel. They stand 
fi guratiYely naNed before the assembled, 
owning their wrongness, and sharing 
they are tired of carrying the burden of 
their indifference toward people of col-
or. $ sheSard NnoZs their fl ocN and they 
impart their additional burden of know-
ing that they have suffered as well, and 
ask forgiveness for the sin of incomplete 
leadership, leadership that allowed ex-
ceptions for loving thy neighbor.

These white clergy press on. They 
implore the entire congregation to their 
knees. The pastor then leads them in 
prayer, a soul-wrenching plea for for-
giveness and to cease this sin on this 
very day, and to never let it return again. 
$sNing -esus to fi ll their hearts Zith loYe 
and understanding of all people. Asking 
God to rid them of racial judgement. 
Asking to guide them in amends and 
reconciliation. Asking to be free of this 
hatred of a select group of God’s chil-
dren. Asking to embrace African Ameri-
cans as they do their own brothers and 
sisters.

And this newborn freedom and sense 
of fairness and justice migrate from the 
church to the home. Family gatherings 
reaffi rm this neZness, righteousness and 
equity. Individual daily prayers now in-
clude petitions for grace and forgiveness, 
and to be led in daily thinking about how 
to be helpful today to my fellow man and 
woman, especially those of color. And to 
meditate, however painful it might be, 
on what it must be like to be on the other 
side of that hatred for so so long. 

These white Christian Mississippi-
ans go forth, differently. Go forth with 
hearts full of love. They teach their chil-
dren the Prayer of Saint Francis of As-
sisi – “Lord, make me an instrument of 
your peace. Where there is hatred, let me 
sow love. Where there is injury, pardon. 
Where there is doubt, faith. Where there 
is despair, hope. Where there is dark-
ness, light. Where there is sadness, joy. 
Grant that I may not so much seek to 
be consoled, as to console; to be under-
stood, as to understand; to be loved, as to 
love. For it is in giving that we receive. 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to 
Eternal Life.”

Can you imagine the beautiful trem-
ors? The reverberations would be felt 
across this country and the world over? 
Yes, it’s okay to dream, even in Missis-
sippi. 

Dreaming in Mississippi
By Chris Young
Contributing Writer COMMENTARY



COMMUNITY

Since last summer, New 
Stage Theatre has been in-
volved with the development 
of a new musical play about 
the life of Bobby Rush. A very 
talented group of Mississippi 
actors, singers and musicians 
gathered to work on the new 
musical, SLIPPIN’ THROUGH 
THE CRACKS, THE BLUES 
JOURNEY OF BOBBY RUSH 
with songs by Bobby Rush and 
written by Stephen Helper and 
Bobby Rush. The piece was 
presented as a stage reading on 
Saturday, June 25 and Sunday, 
June 26, to an invited audience 
at New Stage Theatre.

“SLIPPIN’ THROUGH THE 
CRACKS is a true story of the 
pride and promise of Missis-
sippi and the American South. 
It is an American story of faith, 
joy, resilience and triumph,” 
said New Stage Theatre Ar-
tistic Director Francine Reyn-
olds. “It is very exciting for us 
to be part of the development 
of this new musical about the 
life of Bobby Rush.” 

The show dramatizes Bob-
by Rush’s journey: from juke 
joints to world tours, from 
sharecropper to blues super-
star, even some false arrests 
as so often happens to black 
males as they sometime follow 
a path not traveled by many 
others. 

Reynolds said, “Rush’s story 
is carried forward across eight 
American decades by his bois-
terous and moving songs, the 
hallmarks of the Blues.”

Helper was very pleased 
with the production. He spoke 
well of the entire cast. When 
asNed sSecifi cally about -oy 
Amerson, who played the part 
of Bobby Rush’s mother, he re-
sponded, “Joy is a gem, a won-
derful actress, she is a very 
hard worker and I love her.”

At the end of the play, af-
ter the cast took their bows, 
Bobby Rush ran upon the stage 
with his guitar playing while 
singing “Slippin’ Through the 
Cracks. The audience was ap-
parently thrilled.  

“I appreciate that the cre-
ators of the theatre piece want-
ed the workshop to take place 
in Mississippi and we were 
able to hire Mississippi artists. 
All of this was made possible 

by a generous donation. We 
hope to do a full production 
of the show in the future and 
that will take more generous 
investment,” said Reynolds.

After the play, Bobby Rush, 
while reminiscing with Dr. 
Tanya Moore about her grand-
father, the late Charles Evers, 
paused for a moment to tell The 
Mississippi Link that he really 
wanted his life story to be told 
and was very pleased with the 
production. Rush said he was 
by no means surprised that the 
play was so well enjoyed by 
the audience. He said, “I know 
God can do anything.”

Rush said that his friend 
Stephen Helper wrote this 
play with and about him but it 
was not written so that people 
could feel sorry for him and the 
trials he had to endure.

Rush said, “I want people 
to know that if a country boy 
like me can make it through the 
cracks, then they can too.”

A New Day Coalition for Eq-
uity for Black America (AN-
CEBA) and its National Leader, 
Pastor Hosea J Hines of Jack-
son, MS, will hold an inaugural 
Summit in Jackson, July 21-22, 
at the JSU E-Center from 8:00 
a.m. – 5:00 p.m. each day.

7his non�Srofi t organi]ation 
was established to “harness” the 
collectiYe e[Serience, infl uences 
and power of the black clergy to 
improve the lives of black citi-
zens. ANCEBA is comprised of 
fi Ye regions that sSan the 8nited 
States, namely Region 1 (Mid-
west), Region 2 (Northeast), 
Region 3 (Southeast), Region 
4 (Southwest), and Region 5. 
(West). Forty-six states and the 
District of Columbia are repre-
sented in the organization.

Pastor Hines says: “For many 
years, the black community 
has suffered disparities under 
various administrations in our 
country. Much of these dispari-
ties have emanated from neglect 
on a mass scale.”

The summit will focus on 

solutions where many dispari-
ties exist.  ANCEBA will have 
well known speakers such as Dr. 
Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. president 
and CEO of the National News-
paper Publishers Association 
and Robert Moore retired U. 
S. Marshall and former Police 
Chief of Jackson Police Depart-
ment as well as others who are 
experts in each subject matter 
on the scheduled agenda. 

Areas of discussion include:
• Economic Development:

1egatiYe fl ight of economic 
development opportunities to 
suburban cities has caused un-
employment to spiral beyond 
normal measures. This has cre-
ated residual issues relating to 
stable families and schools, etc.

• Afordable Housing: Af-
fordable housing has become 

scarce due to a lack of livable 
wages and affordability. Ad-
ditionally, redlining, and other 
systemic discrimination have 
continued to play a large role in 
the lack of home ownership in 
black and brown communities.

• Education Disparities: 
According to a study by the 
Brookings Institute, education 
experiences for minority stu-
dents have continued to be sub-
stantially separate and unequal. 
Two-thirds of minority students 
still attend schools that are pre-
dominantly minority with most 
of them located in central cities 
and funded well below those in 
neighboring suburban districts. 
For some reason the education-
al system has overlooked the 
true connection between home, 
school, and the house of wor-

ship.
• Healthcare Disparities: 

The National Institute of Health 
recently published informa-
tion regarding healthcare in the 
black community. The study 
concluded that racial and ethnic 
minorities may face challenges 
in having access to medical care 
in the United States. When they 
receive it, their care may not 
be equivalent to that for other 
groups. Why this is so, however, 
is a complex issue involving not 
only possible differences in abil-
ity to pay, but the lack of access 
to adequate insurance programs 
like other communities.  

• Criminal Justice Reform:
As displayed around the country 
in the last few years, social jus-
tice is one of the most prevailing 
issues facing the black commu-

nity. Unethical, and oftentimes 
illegal, conduct by law enforce-
ment offi cers has escalated be�
yond control around the country. 

• Voting Rights: The reality 
of today’s political environment 
is that communities of color are 
politically displaced. The redis-
tricting process in several states 
is being used to dilute the votes 
of black and brown citizens on a 
mass scale. Additionally, several 
Republican-controlled states 
are Sassing laZs sSecifi cally 
designed to minimize the votes 
of people of color This action 
is designed to elevate racial su-
premacy.

To register for the summit 
visit anceba.org. and for addi-
tional information, you may call 
Pastor Hosea Hines at 601-502-
5196.

Slippin’ Through the Cracks – 
The Blues Journey of Bobby Rush

A New Day Coalition for Equity for Black 
America will hold inaugural Summit in Jackson

Dramatic scene by cast PHOTOS BY JACKIE HAMPTON AND LYNN ORMAN

Cast surrounding Rush after the performance (seated)

(L) Mark Henderson as father of Rush and Yohance Myles as young Rush

Cast and others
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Hines

Carolyn Amerson and Rush

Stephen Helper and Rush

Reception

Rush and Dr. Tanya Moore Joy (cast member) and Cleophus Amerson

Special to The Mississippi Link

By Jackie Hampton
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We all know when we’re really 
dehydrated. We know because our 
mouth is parched, we may feel over-
heated and all you think about is 
getting a tall glass of water. But it 
is harder to tell when you’re mildly 
dehydrated. The signs for mild dehy-
dration are not as apparent. It is more 
common for people to be mildly de-
hydrated. Mild dehydration can hurt 
your brain.

The adult human brain is about 
2% of your total body weight. The 
average human brain weighs about 
3 pounds. 80% of your brain is wa-
ter, 10% fat and 10% protein. Science 
shows that you only need to be 1% de-
hydrated to experience a 5% decrease 
in cognitive function. If you have a 
2% decrease in brain hydration it can 
result in your having short term mem-
ory loss. With prolonged dehydration 
your brain cells will shrink in size 
and mass. This is a condition com-
mon with a lot of seniors who have 
been dehydrated for years. Water also 
gives the brain the electrical energy 
for you’re your brain functions. Your 
brain cells need two times more en-
ergy than other cells in the body. Wa-
ter provides energy more effectively 
than any other substance.

Dr. Kristy Dahl, a co-author of the 
report, examined the average number 
of days with a heat index above 105oF 
in counties where African Americans 
make up 25 percent or more of the 
population (which is about twice the 
national average) vs. those counties 
that are less than 25 percent African 
American. The historical data also 
showed that African Americans have 
been disproportionately affected by 
extreme heat.

We require more water than any 
other thing we ingest. We may sur-
vive for a few weeks without food, 
but we would only last a few days 
without water. Water makes up more 
than two thirds of your body weight.

Water also helps our brain cells 
communicate with each other. Water 
clears out toxins and waste that im-
pairs brain function and carries nu-
trients to your brain. This won’t hap-
pen if you are dehydrated.

Mental and physical symptoms of 
dehydration can include:

• Depression

• Afternoon fatigue
• Sleep issues
• Inability to focus
• Lack of mental clarity, sometimes 

referred to as “brain fog.”
• Persistent bad breath
• Decreased urination
• Mood swings
It’s not only important to pay at-

tention to just your thirst, but also 
to some of those other more subtle 
symptoms, such as fatigue, headache, 
diffi culty concentrating, remember�
ing and learning. If you feel any of 
those symptoms you should ask your-
self if you’ve had enough water.

Drinking water is important all year 
around but you need to be especially 
meticulous about drinking water 
when the weather is hot. Two thirds of 
your body is composed of water. This 
makes it the body’s most vital nutri-
ent. To maintain balance the average 
person needs about 2,500 ml. (about 
10 cups) per day. Of this amount 
probably 60% will be obtained from 
drinking water or beverages, 30% 
from moist foods and the remaining 
10% will be a by product of the me-
tabolism of various nutrients. 

Are Eight cups enough? The fact 
is, how much water you need to drink 
each day depends on a few factors, 
including your age, gender, activity 
level, humidity and even the weather. 
The Institute of Medicine, which sets 
Dietary Reference Intakes for all nu-
trients, says that in general, women 
need around 11 cups of water a day, 
while men need 15.6 cups a day.

<our daily fl uid intaNe can come 

from drinking water or other bever-
ages such as juice and milk. Fruits 
and vegetables can also be counted 
because they are 80% water. You 
can’t count your intake of coffee, tea 
or alcohol because they can act as a 
diuretic, which means you will lose 
water.

A few ways to get in more water:
1. Drink water before, during and 

after your workout.
2. Drink a glass of water before or 

after each meal.
3. If you drink alcohol, drink just 

as much water. 
4. Drink sparkling water instead of 

soda.
5. Drink water throughout your 

day even if you are indoors and in the 
air conditioning.

6. Eat more fruits and vegetables.
7. If you drink coffee, drink just as 

much water. 
You don’t have to run a marathon 

to run loZ on body fl uids. 0ild dehy�
dration can occur even when you’re 
doing small tasks. This can include 
eating or even watching TV. If a per-
son gets in about 2,500 ml. of water 
each day then 2,500 ml. of water must 
be eliminated to maintain water bal-
ance. Of this volume approximately 
60% will be lost in urine, 6% in fe-
ces, and 6% in sweat. Another 28% 
will be lost by diffusion through the 
skin (which takes place all day long) 
and evaporation from the lungs.

The only way to avoid the negative 
consequences of dehydration on your 
cognitive functions is to stay hydrat-
ed. Drink water.

June is PSTD (Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder month.) Nearly 
6 out of every 100 people (or 
6% of the population) will have 
PTSD at some point in their 
lives. About 8 in 100 women 
(8%) and about 4 in 100 men. 
(4%) will experience PTSD. 

A 23-year old student’s per-
sonal experience - Commen-
tary

When I was a child I was 
abused by my father. Though 
it was more than one type of 
abuse, the worst and most trau-
matic was the sexual abuse. I 
have four siblings, an older sis-
ter, a younger sister, and two 
younger brothers. We were all 
abused and unfortunately our 
abuser is our biological father. 
There are many signs of abuse 
that may be noticed in a child if 
paid attention to.

People who are constantly 
around children such as teach-
ers, babysitters, school counsel-
ors, and others should pay very 
close attention to these signs. 
Some of the signs that I had 
when I was in school were being 

or showing nervousness around 
men, and very low self – es-
teem. For my older sister, it was 
the same but she was a bit more 
social than I was which helped 
her to make a few friends. It 
was when she would talk with 
her friends that made her teach-
ers notice that she had too much 
knowledge about sexual content 
for her age and said things that 
showed signs of abuse. They 
were very subtle things that her 
young oblivious mind did not 
think twice about.

Her teacher reported what she 
noticed, but to the wrong per-
son. They would speak to our 
parents about their concerns if 
she had been abused. Our fa-
ther would pretend to be very 
concerned and say that he is 
going to do something about it. 
This made things worse for us. 
Our father would transfer us to 
another school district and use 
sexual abuse as our punishment. 
If we were good by his stan-
dards, he would buy us lots of 
gifts and not touch us for a short 
while, but if we were bad by his 
standards, he would take all the 

food so we couldn’t eat and mis-
use us for his sick pleasure.

For my sister, this happened 
twice before we were taken out 
of school completely and home-
schooled; therefore, he worried 
less about us telling a counselor, 
teacher, or friend what was go-
ing on in our house. We were not 
taught anything while we were 
in home school so by the time 
we were able to attend school 
again we were very behind.

My older sister was taken out 
of school after her fi rst semester 
of fi rst grade and came bacN in 
fi fth grade. , Zas taNen out of 
school after my fi rst semester of 
preschool and returned for third 
grade.

Because of the abuse when I 
was young, I thought all fami-
lies did these things and it was 
normal, but I did not enjoy it at 
all and started to hate the sight 
of older men and never want a 
family of my own someday.

My father’s sexual abuse hap-
pened less as my older sister and 
I got to preteen years. It might 
have been because my older 
sister and I were approaching 

the age to be able to get preg-
nant. Two of my younger sib-
lings were born while we were 
in home school. My youngest 
brother was born when I was 13. 
My youngest brother showed 
the most signs of his behavior 
and things he would say such as, 
“Daddy is my boyfriend.” And 
he would act out with sexual be-
havior around other boys.

My younger sister was the one 
who had the courage to truly 
speak out about the horrors in 
our house. I truly planned to kill 
my parents to free my siblings 
because I was manipulated to 
believe that no one will help 
us because of years of being 
groomed to think that. Thank-
fully for my younger sister, we 
were all removed immediately 
and placed in the care of my 
mom’s youngest sister, and I did 
not have to spend the rest of my 
life in Mail. , Zas �� Zhen , fi �
nally left my parents’ house, and 
that is when I met many other 
foster children who have been 
through similar experiences 
that I have. 

A few of them were able to re-

cently tell me some of the strug-
gles they go through today after 
being a victim of child abuse 
and some of the signs they had 
when they were children.

Jade, a former foster youth, 
mentioned that because she 
was neglected and physically 
abused, she suffers from PTSD. 
She still has nightmares and 
struggles with relationships 
because of the abuse she ex-
perienced as a child. “Some of 
the signs, though I hid them, I 
would have bruises under my 
clothes and eat as much as I 
could at lunch because I knew 
I would not be able to eat at 
home.” This can be a sign of ne-
glect as well as always having 
worn out or dirty clothes. 

Another former foster youth 
Alex, mentioned, “ I was mo-
lested by my grandfather and 
my mom was a drug addict. By 
the time I was eight I was ad-
dicted to porn and became very 
promiscuous by the time I was 
12. Because of the alcohol al-
ways around and my mom ei-
ther passed out from the drugs 
and alcohol or gone, I started to 

drink too.”
Now Alex still struggles with 

alcoholism because of the habits 
he made then. Though he was 
able to stop drinking for a mo-
ment after being placed in dif-
ferent homes, when he was out 
of custody he began drinking 
again because of his depression. 

Though it is a sad reality, chil-
dren are abused in various ways 
all over the world every day. 
There is no way to stop every 
abuser before they abuse a child 
but a child can be saved by be-
ing removed from that environ-
ment by noticing the signs and 
reporting it to the authorities. 

Today my siblings and I have 
thankfully not seen our mother 
and father in almost six years 
and seek counseling for our 
childhood experiences. I have 
PTSD and depression, which 
have affected my relationships, 
my self-esteem, and many other 
things. I have recently started 
taking medication for my diag-
nosis.

There is much more to the 
story, but for now, this is my 
personal experience.
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By Vince Faust 
Tips to Be Fit 

Water your brain

Child sexual abuse – a young 
lady’s personal story

FDA advisers recommend 
updating COVID booster 

shots for fall

At least some U.S. adults may get 
updated COVID-19 shots this fall, as 
government advisers voted Tuesday 
that it’s time to tweak booster doses 
to better match the most recent virus 
variants.

Advisers to the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration wrestled with how to 
modify doses now when there’s no way 
to know how the rapidly mutating virus 
will evolve by fall – especially since 
people who get today’s recommended 
boosters remain strongly protected 
against COVID-19’s worst outcomes.

Ultimately the FDA panel voted 19-2 
that COVID-19 boosters should con-
tain some version of the super-conta-
gious omicron variant, to be ready for 
an anticipated fall booster campaign.

“We are going to be behind the eight-
ball if we wait longer,’’ said one advis-
er, Dr. Mark Sawyer of the University 
of California, San Diego.

The FDA will have to decide the ex-
act recipe, but expect a combination 
shot that adds protection against either 
omicron or some of its newer relatives 
to the original vaccine.”

“None of us has a crystal bal” to 
know the next threatening variant, said 
FDA vaccine chief Dr. Peter Marks. 
But “we may at least bring the immune 
system closer to being able to respond 
to what’s circulating’’ now rather than 
far older virus strains.

It’s not clear who would be offered a 
tweaked booster – they might be urged 
only for older adults or those at high 
risk from the virus. But the FDA is ex-
pected to decide on the recipe change 
Zithin days and then 3fi ]er and 0od�
erna will have to seek authorization for 
the appropriately updated doses, time 
for health authorities to settle on a fall 
strategy.

Current COVID-19 vaccines have 
saved millions of lives globally. With 
a booster dose, those used in the U.S. 
retain strong protection against hos-
pitalization and death but their ability 
to block infection dropped markedly 
when omicron appeared. And the omi-
cron mutant that caused the winter 
surge has been replaced by its geneti-

cally distinct relatives. The two new-
est omicron cousins, called BA.4 and 
BA.5, together now make up half of 
U.S. cases, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.

3fi ]er and 0oderna already Zere 
brewing boosters that add protection 
to the fi rst omicron mutant. 7heir com�
bination shots, what scientists call “bi-
valent’’ vaccines, substantially boosted 
leYels of antibodies caSable of fi ghting 
that variant, more than simply giving 
another dose of today’s vaccine.

Both companies found the tweaked 
shots also offered some cross-protec-
tion against those worrisome BA.4 and 
BA.5 mutants, too, but not nearly as 
much.

Many scientists favor the combi-
nation approach because it preserves 
the original Yaccines¶ SroYen benefi ts, 
which include some cross-protec-
tion against other mutants that have 
cropped up during the pandemic.

The question facing FDA is the cor-
rect recipe change. Both companies 
said they’d have plenty of omicron-
targeted combo shots by October but 
Moderna said switching to target omi-
cron’s newest relatives might delay its 
version another month.

Further complicating the decision 
is that only half of vaccinated Ameri-
cans have received that all-important 
fi rst booster. $nd Zhile the &D& says 
protection against hospitalization has 
slipped some for older adults, a sec-
ond booster that’s recommended for 
people 50 and older seems to restore 
it. But only a quarter of those eligible 
for the additional booster have gotten 
one.

Marks said that by tweaking the 
shots, “We’re hoping we can con-
vince people to go get that booster to 
strengthen their immune response and 
help prevent another wave.’’

The logistics will be challenging. 
0any $mericans haYen¶t had their fi rst 
vaccinations yet, including young chil-
dren who just became eligible – and 
it’s not clear whether tweaked boost-
ers eventually might lead to a change 
in the primary vaccine. But the FDA’s 
advisers said it’s important to go ahead 
and study updated vaccine recipes in 
children, too.

By Lauran Neergaard 
and Matthew Perrone
Associated Press

Special to the Mississippi Link



It’s been less 
than a week 
since one of 
the most divi-
sive Supreme 
Court rul-
ings in recent 
years was an-

nounced. Many Christians 
and evangelicals gleefully 
celebrated how overturning 
Roe v. Wade, the 50-year-
old legal precedent that made 
abortion legal in the United 
States, confi rmed the shifting 
of the Supreme Court to an 
ultraconservative majority.

Many posted on social me-
dia and taught from pulpits 
that it is a sign from God 
and an answer to decades 
of prayer. Others expressed 
equally strong disappoint-
ment that women across the 
United States have lost the 
fundamental right to make 
decisions about their own re-
productive health.

The kind of responses 
I’m seeing from evangelical 
Christians reminds me of one 

of the most disturbing things 
I read during the Brett Ka-
Yanaugh confi rmation battle 
in 2018. It was an explana-
tion by a pastor I followed 
on Facebook. The pastor cal-
lously declared that though 
she was a survivor of sexual 
assault, she did not believe 
Dr. Christine Blasey Ford. 
She continued that the claims 
were “a subversive attempt 
by liberal activists to stop a 
man of integrity because they 
have no morals, no integrity 
because they have no moral 
compass.”

Her words are a perfect ex-
ample of evangelical Chris-
tians shamefully showing 
how some can’t recognize or 
much less show God’s grace 
to others or recognize the sin 
of other injustices.

The moral compass doesn’t 
stop at the abortion clinic. The 
moral compass should extend 
to people who are hurting 
like those who are survivors 
of sexual abuse or those expe-
riencing discrimination and 
injustice. James 1:27 cautions 
about this kind of hypocriti-

cal behavior: “Anyone who 
sets himself up as “religious” 
by talking a good game is 
self-deceived. This kind of 
religion is hot air and only 
hot air. Real religion, the kind 
that passes muster before 
God the Father, is this: Reach 
out to the homeless and love-
less in their plight, and guard 
against corruption from the 
godless world. (MSG)

It seems to me that those 
“Christians,” like this pas-
tor who doubted Dr. Ford’s 
claims of abuse, ignore the 
words of Matthew 7:1-2 
which caution against judg-
ing others: “Do not judge, or 
you too will be judged. For in 
the same way, you judge oth-
ers, you will be judged….” 
Rather than judging her and 
other victims of such heinous 
crimes, more effort should 
be spent praying and sharing 
God’s love with them.

Sadly, nearly two years 
after the end of the cha-
otic Trump presidency, the 
United States continues to 
experience great racial, eth-
nic, religious and economic 

divisions. Even if your moti-
vation to support Trump was 
because of issues like abor-
tion, there is no scripture to 
justify continuing to ignore 
equally important issues of 
racial, social and economic 
justice.

God will hold accountable 
those Christians who turned 
a blind eye and a deaf ear to 
other injustices and did not 
embrace the truth of Matthew 
12:33 which reminds us that 
to “…love your neighbor … is 
more important than all burnt 
offerings and sacrifi ces.́  
In other words, no religious 
practice/belief or political af-
fi liation should be more im�
portant than showing Godly 
love and kindness to others.

Shewanda Riley is a Fort 
Worth, Texas based author 
of “Love Hangover: Moving 
from Pain to Purpose After 
a Relationship Ends” and 
“Writing to the Beat of God’s 
Heart: A Book of Prayers for 
Writers.” Email preserved-
bypurpose@gmail.com or 
follow her on Twitter @she-
wanda.

www.nhcms.org
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Christians, immorality 
goes beyond abortion
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SUNDAY
Worship Services
10 a.m. in person

Or you may worship with us via 
Facebook or our YouTube 

channel at CHMBC
Pastor

Chauncy L. Jordan

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

There are many 
church joiners, but 
they have never 
touched Jesus. 
Friend, to see in-
side Heaven, we 
must have vir-

tue, or power from Jesus. Jesus 
said in John 15:4, “Abide in Me, 
and I in you.” God is not ask-
ing for people to “act” religious. 
The world is full of people who 
merely act religious. He is asking 
for people to testify of what His 
power is doing for them.

Child of God, we ought to tell 
others what God has done and is 
doing for us. The reason many 
people cannot do that is, they 
have not really touched Jesus. 
I want us to consider what hap-
pened on the road to Damascus, 
where the greatest preacher, next 
to Jesus Christ, got converted.

Paul had a one-on-one encoun-
ter with Jesus Christ. He was 
born into the church out of sea-
son. In other words, the church 
was not praying for him. How-
ever, it was praying against him, 
but that did not stop a change 
from taking place.

I repeat when one touches 
Jesus, for whatever reason, a 
change always takes place. The 
sinner will quit sinning. He 
will quit doing anything that is 
wrong. However, he does not just 
quit things, but he starts doing 
that which is right. He will love 
to go to the house of God. No one 
will have to tell him to carry his 

Bible to church, to look the way 
a Christian should look, or to 
get into the revival services. No, 
he has touched Jesus and wants 
everything that Jesus has for 
him. He had been feasting at the 
wrong supper for so long, but af-
ter touching Jesus Christ, he does 
not want to miss one meal, spiri-
tually speaking. The wrongdo-
ing ceased, and he desires to do 
right. Oh, he will make mistakes. 
If it should be a mistake that af-
fects someone else, he will make 
it right immediately, because he 
wants to do what is right.

When we touch Jesus, we will 
know by how we are getting 
along spiritually. We may say, 
“Well, I am still struggling.” No, 
when we touch Jesus Christ, a 
change takes place, a change that 
is evident. Even the dog that we 
used to boot all the time will no-
tice a change.

If we genuinely want the power 
of God in our lives, we can have 
it. We might have a tendency to 
be satisfi ed Zith a sloSSy e[Se�
rience. We can become so use 
to asking God to forgive us that 
and that is all we ever get done. 
The next thing we know, we will 
have lost that vital contact, or vir-
tue. Remember, the word virtue 
means “power,” and in some in-
stances, it also means “strength.”

Friend, we can have this power 
if we want it. We must not let 
anything hinder us.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church of 
God, 31 Joynes Road, Hampton, 
VA 23669. 

P R E S E R V E D Have you 
touched 

Jesus? By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

 By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
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Will the January 
6th hearings change 
the minds of some 
people about what 
happened on Janu-
ary 6th? My answer 
to that question 

would be yes. If I had to hazard a 
guess about people going to jail, 
I would probably say no.

They will jump off the band-
wagon of wrong and jump to the 
bandwagon of right.

The in-your-face truth has a 
strange effect on people. These 
hearings now in their third week 
have made an indelible impres-
sion on a lot of us.

The culprits and cronies are 
even more guilty than we origi-
nally thought they were. Their 
denial of the facts is both laugh-
able and pathetic.

As the January 6th hearings 
have unfolded, the former presi-
dent of the United States did put 
Sressure on goYernment offi cials 
at all levels.

Acting Attorney General, Jef-
frey 5osen at the time testifi ed 

that the former president wanted 
the Justice Department to be a 
part of this dishonest scheme.

The former president said, 
“Just say the election was cor-
rupt and leave the rest to me and 
the GOP congressmen.”

Who was corrupt in this mat-
ter? We know the answer to that 
question.

We have heard from many in 
the Republican Party that noth-
ing illegal or illicit happened. 
Their constant refrain is why 
are these hearings taking place? 
What is the big deal?

How does any reasonable 
person who watched this attack 
say that nothing transpired? Of 
course, the key words in the last 
statement are “reasonable per-
son.”

Many outside of the politi-
cal arena have also voiced their 
opinion on what happened.

The latest is Jack Del Rio, a 
professional football coach with 
the Washington Commanders 
who recently said that the Janu-
ary 6th insurrection was not 
a “maMor deal.́  He Zas fi ned 
����,���. His fi ne Zill be do�
nated to the U.S. Capitol Police 

Memorial Fund.
The hypocrisy of some Repub-

licans is both dastardly and du-
bious. They say no problem, but 
they know there is a problem. If 
everything is peachy-keen, then 
why did some of them run to Mr. 
T and ask for pardons.

According to reports, Re-
publican Representatives Matt 
Gaetz of Florida, Mo Brooks 
of Alabama, Louie Gohmert of 
Texas, Andy Biggs of Arizona 
and Scott Perry of Pennsylva-
nia asked for pardons. Marjorie 
Taylor-Greene of Georgia is also 
included in this report.

Republican Representative 
Adam Kinzinger of Illinois who 
is a member of the committee 
said, “The president must not 
use his Solitical infl uence to use 
the Department of Justice to his 
advantage.” To some and not to 
all, he did try to use his political 
infl uence. He failed. -oe %iden is 
the president of the United States 
of America.

The former president’s vile 
and incendiary comments on 
January 6th however led to 
charges and jail time for many 
participants.

Some could make a valid ar-
gument that he is responsible 
for their actions and subsequent 
consequences.

According to Time Magazine,
more than 840 people have been 
arrested with more to come. 
2ne�hundred�eighty�fi Ye indi�
viduals have received sentences 
with more awaiting trials.

Those awaiting arrests and tri-
als are anxious and nervous. In 
other words, “sweating bricks.” 
Every knock on the door could 
mean their January 6th reckon-
ing.

If I was one of them, I wouldn’t 
make any long-range plans. If 
you did the crime, then you must 
do the time.

As the January 6th hearings 
continue, more people will testi-
fy, and more evidence will come 
out. If you are a doubter, then 
just keep watching!

:hat Zill be the ramifi cations 
of the January 6th hearings? 
Right now, we don’t know.

However, remember the words 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
when he said, “Our lives begin 
to end the day we become silent 
about things that matter.”

I remember in 
my twenties hav-
ing a conversa-
tion with my dad, 
(a well-known 
Christian spiri-
tual leader in New 

Orleans) about abortion. I said, 
“Daddy, what do you think about 
abortion?” He said, “I personally 
would not choose to abort a child; 
but it is not a governmental mat-
ter, it’s a woman’s decision. It is 
no different than legislating away 
a black person as less than human 
or to live enslaved.”

My daddy passed away almost 
thirty years ago, and in one night 
and a wake up, the core issues re-
main. In all my life experiences 
and lessons, I am often sobered 
by our capacities as humans to 
disguise fear, prejudice, beliefs, 
bias, arrogance and superiority 
under the law and religion. 

Life is not black and white. It 
wasn’t black or white when Jesus 
walked the earth, nor is it now. 
Perhaps we do well to be remind-
ed that Christianity is more than 
a concept or even a singular mor-
al choice. It spans beyond church 

buildings and reciting scriptures, 
position, deep personal beliefs 
and/or values. In fact, when we 
take a closer look at the scriptures 
we are assured of the sovereignty 
of Jesus’ sight and perception 
to what is hidden in us and our 
hearts. (Proverbs 21:2-3)

Certainly the issue of Roe v 
Wade provokes strong beliefs on 
all sides; from a spiritual per-
spective we must proceed cau-
tiously in elevating the law when 
it suppresses/oppresses humani-
ty, or as a cover to assert personal 
will. Scripture out of context can 
push dangerously close to mis-
representing Jesus. 

The commandments remind 
us to not have other gods before 
God himself, to not make other 
idols, or use the Lord’s name in 
vain, to keep the Sabbath day 
holy, honor our parents, to not 
murder, commit adultery, steal, 
lie on our neighbors, or covet, yet 
theologically these human falters 
and weaknesses may interrupt 
blessings but are not criteria for 
entering heaven. Each one of us 
will be stopped at the gates to ac-
count not merely for what we do/
say that is public but also what is 
private. One may stand self-righ-
teously pure on the public side 

and soberly impure in private. 
God cares most about what’s pri-
vate – hidden places within us. 
I’ve said it before, and I will say 
it again; God is laser-focused on 
character not on persona. 

In John 7-8, the woman who 
was caught in the act of adul-
tery (which to be clear adultery 
with men who also were adul-
terers with her) was brought to 
Jesus in public by the Pharisees 
to be stoned. Thou shall not com-
mit adultery is a commandment, 
right? However, let’s look closely 
to how Jesus responded. When 
they brought the woman forward, 
Jesus in his sovereignty saw 
deeper than what was visible. He 
focused on the intentions of the 
accusers. SSecifi cally, this is hoZ 
it went: “…the teachers of the law 
and the Pharisees brought in a 
woman caught in adultery. They 
made her stand before the group 
and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this 
woman was caught in the act of 
adultery. The law of Moses com-
manded us to stone such women. 
Now what do you say?” They 
were using this question as a trap, 
in order to have a basis for ac-
cusing him. But Jesus bent down 
and started to write on the ground 
Zith his fi nger. :hen they NeSt  

questioning him, he straight-
ened up and said to them, “Let 
any one of you who is without 
sin be the fi rst to throZ a stone 
at her.” Again, he stooped down 
and wrote on the ground. At this, 
those who heard began to go away 
one at a time, the older ones fi rst, 
until only Jesus was left, with the 
woman still standing there.  Jesus 
straightened up and asked her, 
“Woman, where are they? Has no 
one condemned you?” “No one, 
sir,” she said. “Then neither do 
I condemn you,” Jesus declared. 
“Go now and leave your life of 
sin.” (John 7:53-8:11, NIV)

I share this scripture to bring 
us closer to the tangible character 
and of christlikeness. The phari-
sees had power, authority and 
clarity about the scriptures and 
law, yet lacked an ability to see 
their own hypocrisy. Christ saw 
their hearts with an impurity far 
exceeding the adulteress woman. 

Policies are visible but the in-
tention underneath them are 
hidden in the heart. Consider to-
day, God lasers in on our secret 
thoughts and for that reason only 
He has the fi nal Zord. 

DeborahMJackson.com, Insta-
gram/Facebook @deborahmari-
ajackson @thehearttosoul
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Will the January 6th 
hearings result in men and 

women going to prison?

Be careful of how 
we misrepresent

Jesus
The Supreme Court just dealt a dev-

astating blow to reproductive rights. 
With its decision in Dobbs v. Jackson, 
fi Ye 5eSublican�aSSointed -ustices on 
the U.S. Supreme Court swept away half 
a century of progress and eviscerated 
women’s rights and equality. After last 

month’s leaked opinion, we knew this moment could 
come, but that doesn’t make today’s news any easier 
to digest. 

For black women in this country, today’s decision is 
especially devastating. Thirteen percent of American 
women are black, but 38% of people receiving abor-
tion care are black. Abortion is necessary healthcare 
– and a lack of access can quite literally mean life or 
death for many black women. This is especially true 
for black women who have lower-incomes, live in rural 
areas, and do not have access to health care because of 
systemic racism and discrimination. 

According to CDC data, black women are nearly 
three times more likely to die during childbirth than 
white women and are more likely to face maternal 
health issues. With new abortion restrictions and bans, 
these health outcomes are expected to get even worse: 
a 2021 Duke University study investigated the potential 
death toll following a total abortion ban and found a 
33 percent increase in black women who died due to 
pregnancy-related complications.

The states that are already moving to ban abortion 
are among those with the largest black populations in 
the country. Consider Mississippi, the state with the 
highest percentage of black residents in the nation, and 
one of the 13 states with a “trigger law” that ensured 
today’s decision would result in a near-immediate ban 
on abortion access. Three other states with the highest 
proportion of black residents – Tennessee, Louisiana 
and Arkansas – have these trigger laws in place, and 
many other states, especially in the South, are moving 
to severely restrict or outright ban abortion. 

The impact of new abortion bans and restrictions 
will be felt most acutely by poor and working-class 
blacN Zomen� blacN Zomen are signifi cantly more 
likely to live in poverty compared to white women. For 
these women, the overturning of Roe won’t mean that 
abortions will end; it will mean that access to critical, 
potentially life-saving healthcare will move hundreds 
of miles out of reach. It will mean time off work (likely 
unpaid) and travel and childcare costs – expenses that 
may not be possible for women living paycheck to pay-
check, struggling to simply put meals on the table. 

At a time like this, when daughters suddenly have 
fewer rights than their mothers and grandmothers, it 
is challenging to imagine a way forward. But the an-
swer is to do everything we can to restore our rights 
and ensure every woman has access to the healthcare 
they need and deserve, a right afforded to them under 
our nation’s Constitution. To do that, we need to elect 
and elevate more black women.

%lacN Zomen haYe been at the forefront of the fi ght 
to protect and expand reproductive rights – from mem-
bers of Congress like Reps. Cori Bush, Ayanna Press-
ley and /auren 8nderZood, to our fi rst blacN Zoman 
Vice President Kamala Harris, to soon-to-be-seated 
Supreme Court Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson.

We must elect Stacey Abrams to lead the state of 
Georgia – one of the states that is now positioned to 
severely restrict, or overturn the right to access abor-
tion care under the leadership of their current Gover-
nor, Brian Kemp.

$nd fi nally, Ze need to not only encourage, but throZ 
our unwavering support behind more black women 
from all across the country to run for offi ce ± Zomen 
who personally understand the deep impact that a lack 
of healthcare and abortion restrictions have on com-
munities that have lacked fair representation for far too 
long. 

Today and every day, I stand with my partners and 
allies ready to continue the critical fi ght for access to 
affordable, safe, legal abortions for all women, no mat-
ter where they live, how they identify, or how much 
money they have. We will not back down.

Glynda Carr is president and CEO of  Higher Heights 
for America, the only national organization providing 
black women with a political home exclusively dedicat-
ed to harnessing their power to expand black women’s 
elected representation and voting participation and 
advance prog ressive policies. The views expressed in 
this article are the writer’s own.

Black women 
will suffer 

the harshest 
consequences

after the 
overturn of Roe

By James B. Ewers Jr.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio

 By Deborah M. Jackson, MDiv
Founder, Executive Director 
Heart to Soul Ministries, Inc. 

By Glynda Carr
President/CEO Higher Heights for America
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LEGAL

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Offi ce of Jackson, the bid must 
be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, July 12, 2022 at which time said bids will 
be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City 
Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

96153-071222 24-Month Sale of Recycle Refrigerators, Other White Goods, Air 
Conditioners, Gas Tanks               and Various Scrap Metals

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV

“Offi cial bid documents can be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.cen-
tralbidding.com. Electronic bids and/or reverse auction bids can be submitted 
www.centralbidding.com. For any question relating to the electronic bidding pro-
cess, please call Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.”

The above must comply with the City’s specifi cations.   Copies of proposal forms 
can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, 
Room 604, Hood Building, and Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of Bid 
specifi cations are fi led with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with 
House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public 
Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal 
business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-
condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed 
and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid 
submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City 
of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.   Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance 
shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible con-
tract.  For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the 
Offi ce of Economic Development at (601)960-1851.   Copies of the EBO Ordi-
nance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with 
the Offi ce of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second 
Floor, and Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all Bids.   The City also reserves the 
right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any Bid submitted.  Bid awards 
will be made to the lowest and best company submitting the lowest net price in 
accordance with specifi cations.  The award could be according to the lowest cost 
per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any 
proposal.  Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the Bid proposal.   
In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to 
award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, 
statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form.  Absence of such 
statement means the City will make that determination during the Bid review.

Monica Oliver, Acting Purchasing Manager
moliver@city.jackson.ms.us
Purchasing Division  
(601) 960-1025
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
BY THE

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
FOR

CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES
IN CONNECTION WITH THE

REHABILITATE TAXIWAY A, PHASE 2 AND REHABILITATE TAXIWAY B, PHASE 1 
AT THE

JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
JMAA PROJECT NO. 021-22

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) is seeking bids for construc-
tion and related services in connection with the REHABILITATE TAXIWAY AL-
PHA PHASE 2 AND REHABILITATE TAXIWAY BRAVO PHASE 1 at the Jack-
son-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (the “Work”).

Sealed bids to perform the Work will be accepted by JMAA until 4:00 p.m. Cen-
tral Standard Time (CST) on Friday, July 29, 2022 (the “Bid Deadline”).  Bids 
shall be accepted by email, mail, or hand delivery as follows:  

Email:  bids@jmaa.com 
By mail or hand delivery:   JMAA’s administrative offi ce, Suite 300
        Main Terminal Building 
        Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport 
        100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208

JMAA will publicly open and read all bids on Friday, July 29, 2022 at 4:05 p.m. 
(CST) (the “Bid Opening”), in the Staff Conference Room, Third Floor of the 
Main Terminal Building at JAN. JMAA invites Bidders and their authorized repre-
sentatives to be present at the Bid Opening.

Questions and communications regarding the bidding procedure and schedule 
on this project should be directed to:  Marvin Buckhalter, Director of Procure-
ment, mbuckhalter@jmaa.com, and 601-664-3516.

The following identifi cation information must be provided with the submission: 
(i) bidder’s company name; (ii) Mississippi Certifi cate of Responsibility Number; 
and (iii) the wording: REHABILITATE Taxiway Alpha Phase 2 AND REHABILI-
TATE Taxiway Bravo Phase 1 at Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International 
Airport, Project No.021-22.”  If the submission is submitted via email, then the 
identifi cation information must be provided in the email subject line.  If the sub-
mission is submitted by hand delivery or mail, then the identifi cation information 
must be marked on the outside or exterior of the bid envelope or container.

JMAA will not consider any submissions, including bid proposals, amendments 
to bids, or requests for withdrawal of bids received, after the Bid Deadline for 
any reason whatsoever. 

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest successful bidder as determined by 
JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in the information for Bidders. 
Plans and specifi cations related to the Work are considered part of the Agree-
ment. Any Addenda issued clarifying and/or changing plans and specifi cations; 
clarifying and/or changing instructions in the Instruction to Bidders; and/or an-
swering questions in relation to the Instructions to Bidders shall become part of 
the Information for Bidders. 

The Information for Bidders and bidding documents for the Work can be found 
at (https://jmaa.com/corporate/partner-with-us/procurement/).  The website will 
be updated periodically with addenda, reports and other information relevant to 
submitting a Bid for the Work.

Interested parties may register and order plans and specifi cations from the 
Jackson Blueprint Online Plan Room website (http://planroom.jaxblue.com). A 
valid email address is required for registration.   There is no charge for registra-
tion or to view the documents online.  Documents may be downloaded from this 
website for a non-refundable fee of Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00) plus applicable 
sales tax. 

Plans and specifi cations may also be purchased through the website (http://
planroom.jaxblue.com.  A printed bid set is $75.00 plus $20.00 shipping and 
applicable sales tax. Bid documents may be picked up or shipped to the party 
making the request.  Documents will not be distributed or mailed, however, until 
payment is received.  For questions regarding website registration and online 
orders, contact Jackson Blueprint & Supply at (601) 353-5803.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference on Friday, July 8, 2022 at 10:00am (CST) 
in the Staff Conference Room, Third Floor of the Main Terminal Building at JAN. 

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifi cations for the Work by 
Addendum issued before the Bid Deadline; to reject any and all bids; to waive 
technicalities in the bid proposals.

JMAA has established a Disadvantage Business Enterprises participation goal 
of 24.00% for the Work solicited by this RFB.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

DATE: JUNE 29, 2022
John Means, Acting Chief Executive Offi cer
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Jackson Redevelopment Authority
Jackson, Mississippi

Proposals For Contractor Services For Various J.R.A. Properties - 
Issued July 2022

INVITATION FOR BID

Sealed Bids will be received by the Jackson Redevelopment Authority (JRA) 
to provi de the hourly rate that will be ch arged per perso n when a particu lar 
handyman type job is assigned.  Bids will be received by JRA at the Porter 
Building, 218 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, 3rd Floor until 
3:00pm on Friday 29 July 2022, and thereby publicly opened and read.  

Scope: At any time during the contract period when JRA shall request that the 
Contractor provide JRA with a proposal, the contractor shall provide details, 
fees, materials, equipment rentals, plus labor costs (based on hourly rate in 
bid), for the work to be performed.  The listed costs shall be subject to ap-
proval by JRA before a Notice To Proceed is issued.

The majority, if not all, of these services will occur in the Downtown Jackson 
and Farish Street commercial areas, at JRA owned properties.

Separate sealed bids will be received for a single prime Contract.  Bids shall 
be on a unit price basis, as indicated on the Bid Form.

Bidding Documents are available at the JRA offi ces at 218 S. President 
Street, 3rd Floor, Jackson, MS 39201, Mondays through Fridays between 
the hours of 9:00am and 5:00pm.  Contact Mary Ealey at (601) 960.1815 or 
mealey@jacksonms.gov.

JRA will hold a non-mandatory Pre-Bid Conference at 3:00pm on Thursday 
21 July 2022, in its 1st Floor Conference Room, located at 218 S. President 
Street, Jackson, MS 39201.   All visitors are urged to wear a face-covering 
to ensure protection against transmission of COVID-19 and practice social 
distancing at all times inside the building.  The Owner will transmit to all pro-
spective Bidders of record such Addenda as the Owner considers necessary 
in response to questions arising at the conference.  Oral statements may not 
be relied upon and will not be binding or legally effect ive .

6/30/2022, 7/7/2022
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed RFPs are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Offi ce of Jackson, the RFP must 
be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, July 12, 2022 at which time said bids 
will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street 
(City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

RFP#05512-071222- Dash Cam for Patrol Car 

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ON THE CIITY OF JACKSON WEBSITE, 
WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV 

Offi cial bid documents can be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.cen-
tralbidding.com,bids are also available at www.centralbidding.com or for as-
sist call 225-810-4814.

The above must comply with the City’s specifi cations.   Copies of proposal 
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President 
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, and Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of 
RFP specifi cations are fi led with the City Clerk for public record in accordance 
with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
Public Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As 
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a 
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, 
with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by au-
thority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.   Failure to comply with the 
City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being 
awarded an eligible contract.  For more information on the City’s EBO Pro-
gram, please contact the Offi ce of Economic Development at (601)960-1851.   
Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO 
Program are available with the Offi ce of Economic Development at 218 South 
President Street, Second Floor, and Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all RFPs.   The City also reserves 
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any RFP submitted.  
RFP awards will be made to the lowest and best company submitting the 
lowest net price in accordance with specifi cations.  The award could be ac-
cording to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or 
to accept all or part of any proposal.  Delivery time may be considered when 
evaluating the RFP proposal.   In those cases where it is known prior to adver-
tisi ng that the City’ s intention is to award acco rding to the lowest  total co st for 
all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included 
on the proposal form.  Absence of such statement means the city will make 
that determination during the RFP review.

Monica Oliver, Acting Purchasing Manager
Moliver@city.jackson.ms.us

Purch asi ng Divi si on  
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JOB VACANCY
MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC BROADCASTING 

IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

TITLE OF POSITION: Executive Producer (Public Broadcasting 
Specialist II)
DEPARTMENT: News & Public Affairs
ANNUAL ENTRY SALARY: Competitive

JOB DUTIES INCLUDE:
Mississippi Public Broadcasting is looking for a seasoned producer to join 
our award-winning news team as Executive Producer of our weekday radio 
news and public affairs program Mississippi Edition. The program provides 
an in-depth focus and discussion on local and statewide issues. This posi-
tion is expected to generate program ideas, book guests for interviews, and 
conduct background research to produce unique, distinctive, and outstanding 
content. The ideal candidate should be a self-starter with excellent writing and 
organizational skills and capable of working across multiple media platforms.

This is a full-time position that’s eligible for full benefi ts including excellent 
medical, dental and vision, ten paid holidays and a 401(a)-retirement plan.

Mississippi Public Broadcasting is one of three partner stations of The Gulf 
States Newsroom. This exciting, new collaborative reporting project works 
to plan co ve rage, sh are reso urce s,  and incr ease  reporting power in the gulf 
region.

We are an eight-station statewide television and radio network. The news 
team has been honored with four National Edward R. Murrow awards and 
several regional awards for excellence in broadcast journalism.

This position is classifi ed as State Service, Exempt. EOE M-F
Responsibilities and Qualifi cations:
• Demonstrates sound news judgement and the ability to produce compel-
ling public radio style content • Book guests and generate creative segment/
program ideas for a statewide audience
• Writes and edits copy for web and social media and engages with audiences 
through social media
• Attend news planning meetings and actively generate compelling story ideas
• Other duties may include producing coverage of special news events, con-
ducting interviews and the ability to operate broadcast audio equipment
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:
Typically requires a bachelor’s degree and 1-4 years of experience.
HOW TO APPLY:
• See Web Site for complete description (www.mpbonline.org) • Applicants 
may email resumes to careers@mpbonline.org
• Applicants may submit State of Mississippi application to Mississippi Public 
Broadcasting, Attn: Personnel, 3825 Ridgewood Road, Jackson, MS 39211
Closing Date: Open Until Filled
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: MISSISSIPPI AUTHORITY 
FOR EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION 3825 RIDGEWOOD ROAD, JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI 39211

6/30/2022
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Advertisement for RFP
RFP 2022-20 A Solution for a Student ID System

Electronic RFP proposals for the above RFPs will be received by the Board of 
Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time), 
July 13, 2022 at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read 
aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all RFPs, to 
waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any RFP if approved for 
forty-fi ve calendar days from the date RFPs are opened.

There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Down-
load from Central Bidding website at www.centralbidding.com for a small fee of 
$49.99 or visit JPSD website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us and download. Ven-
dors must be registered with Central Bidding in order to electronically upload 
RFPs proposals at no cost. For any questions concerning the process, or how 
to register, please contact Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.

6/23/2022, 6/30/2022
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Jackson Redevelopment Authority
Jackson, Mississippi

Proposals For Lawncare Services For Various J.R.A. Properties - Issued 
July 2022

INVITATION FOR BID

Sealed Bids for services related to lawncare services for various properties 
throughout the City of Jackson, Mississippi for a period of two (2) years, will be 
received by the Jackson Redevelopment Authority (JRA) at the Porter Building, 
218 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, 3rd Floor until 2:00pm on 
Friday 29 July 2022, and thereby publicly opened and read.  Services could total 
more than $50,000, therefore requiring a Certifi cate of Responsibility Number.  
Bidders should anticipate that not all properties may be cut every month.

Separate sealed bids will be received for a single prime Contract.  Bids shall be 
on a unit price basis, as indicated on the Bid Form.

Bidding Documents are available at the JRA offi ces at 218 S. President Street, 
3rd Floor, Jackson, MS 39201, Mondays through Fridays between the hours 
of 9:00am and 5:00pm.  Contact Mary Ealey at (601) 960.1815 or mealey@
jacksonms.gov.

JRA will hold a non-mandatory Pre-Bid Conference at 2:00pm on Thursday 21 
July 2022, in its 1st Floor Conference Room, located at 218 S. President Street, 
Jackson, MS 39201.   All visitors are urged to wear a face-covering to ensure 
protection against transmission of COVID-19 and practice social distancing at 
all times inside the building.  The Owner will transmit to all prospective Bidders 
of record such Addenda as the Owner considers necessary in response to ques-
tions arising at the conference.  Oral statements may not be relied upon and will 
not be binding or legally effective.

6/30/2022  7/7/2022



HUNT CLUB ON YOUR PROPERTY?
DOUBLE YOUR MONEY! #1 Hunting
Lease Company in America. Full service,
customized contracts. Base Camp
Leasing. 1-888-871-1982.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
today with a GENERAC Home Standby
Generator. $0 Money Down plus low
monthly payment options. Request a FREE
QUOTE - Call now before the next power
outage: 1-844-316-8630
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-
ING at one low rate. Call Mississippi
Press Services at 601-981-3060.
THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare
for power outages and power your home.
Full installation services available. $0
Down Financing Option. Request a FREE,
no obligation, quote today. Call 1-844-
355-7099.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
w w w. d e n t a l 5 0 p l u s . c o m / m s p r e s s
#6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING,
memory care, or independent living? A
Place for Mom simplifies the process of
finding senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-855-530-0567 today!
STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR
DISEASE are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-855-393-
5067. Week of June 26, 2022

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

I n s u r a n c e

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

F o r S a l e

F a r m E q u i p m e n t

Place Your Classified Ad

STATEWIDE
In 100 Newspapers!

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
J & A FUEL STORES
3249 Medgar Evers  Blvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS 
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration.  Member of the 
TX & NM Bar Associations.  Mail:  1420 NW St Washington D.C. Office: Broward County Florida.  Services may be provided by 
associated attorneys licensed in other states.

855-589-1054

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS
FOR OVER 25 YEARS!

FIGHTING FOR YOUR

You Could Be Eligible To Receive:

Steady monthly income
depending on your 
paid in amount

A lump sum payment 
of benefits owed 
from back-pay

Annual cost of 
living increases

$

Need Help Getting
Social Security
Disability Benefits?
We Can Help!

• We simplify the process & strive 
   for quick claim approval

• Starting the process is easy and 
  takes only minutes to complete

We Can Help!

Helping thousands get the benefits they deserve

Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration.  Member of the 
TX & NM Bar Associations.  Mail:  1420 NW St Washington D.C. Office: Broward County Florida.  Services may be provided by 
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REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 316-8630

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!
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WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR
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*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!
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Crossword Puzzle

DOWN

1. Hairstyle
2. Holler
3. Roman cloaks
4. Plaster
5. That girl
6. Main artery
7. Cereal
8. Dexterous
10. Roman emperor
14. Cut open
17. Not quickly
18. Chills
19. Circle
20. Put through a hole
23. American state
24. Odd fellow
25. Reasonable
27. Quilt

ACROSS

1. Branch of learning
5. Adventure story
9. Leg extension
10. Group of notes
11. Prego’s competition
12. Eagle’s nest
13. Seer
15. Cooking measurement
16. Mary ____
18. Garland
21. Miner’s goal
22. Bends
26. Overly fat
28. Hold it there
29. Dwelt
30. Big cat
31. Brood
32. Harness

© Feature Exchange



Scott Ford House Inc. and sup-
porters poured into Smith Rob-
ertson Museum and Cultural 
Center Saturday, June 18, 2022 
for a 10:30 a.m. celebration. 
They came from The Delta Re-
gion, The Jackson Prairie Region 
and surrounding areas of Missis-
sippi. These gatherers addressed 
the original theme of several 
years – Reclaiming Our Legacy 
and Shifting the Narrative of the 
Mississippi Granny Midwives: 
A Storytelling Project.

Executive Director of Scott 
Ford House Inc, Alferdteen 
Harrison (Ph.D.), gave a video 
presentation, “Searching for a 
People’s Culture – A Photo Story 
of the African American experi-
ence.

Elementary, middle school 
and high school students entered 
into an essay contest last year 
that was sponsored by The W. K. 
Kellogg Foundation. Under the 
jurisdiction of adult storytellers 
who were interviewed by oral 
historian, Janice K. Neal-Vin-
cent, Ph.D., the students wrote 
essays based upon guidelines 
that were drawn up by three na-
tional adjudicators – Dr. Delores 
Hopkins, Mattie Stevens and 
Neal-Vincent.

Neal-Vincent conducted 23 
interviews in four regions, (1) 
The Black Belt Near Tupelo, 
(2) The Delta Near Greenville, 
Greenwood, Clarksdale and Ya-
zoo City, (3) The Jackson Prairie 
Near Jackson and (4) The Loess 
Hills Near Natchez and Vicks-
burg.

The students learned names 
and contributions of Missis-
sippi granny midwives of long 
ago via stories told to them by 
their relatives or neighbors who 
were interviewed in their homes, 
churches, job sites and parks. 
7hirty�fi Ye Tuestions Zere used 
for this explorative, interpretive 
study.

Interviewees responded to 
Tuestions Sertaining to systemic 
racism among medical person-
nel, clinics and/or hospitals; mid-
ZiYes¶ certifi cations� midZiYes¶ 
compensations; number of ba-
bies “caught” by midwives; mid-
wives’ interactions with com-
munity children they “caught;” 
and the role of males during 
the birthing process. Interviews 
were then transcribed.

Mississippi Granny Midwife 
Scholarship Essay Winners from 
The Delta Region and The Jack-
son Prairie Region read their es-

says. The essay topic was What 
I Found after Climbing Back-
wards up my Family’s Histori-
cal Ladder to the Family Granny 
Midwife. Note the following ex-
cerpts:

“Mrs. Bertha Henderson Mat-
thews was an excellent midwife 
[who] delivered a stillborn fetus 
that had been deceased in my 
great-grandmother’s womb for 
two weeks…She was so good at 
what she did that the white doc-
tors [became] jealous and want-
ed to get rid of her.” (Sumiyyah 
Parker)

“My Great Grandma Bertha 
was known for her craft of being 
a granny midwife. She worked 
in an environment with all the 
white doctors which didn’t faze 
her at all because she knew…
how to deal with racism. She 
didn’t have access to hospital 
privileges, so she did all her 
deliveries at her house or at the 
house of the patient, whichever 
was preferred by the patient.” 

(Ronnie Allen Evans, Jr.).
“[I learned from Granny] that 

Mrs. Matthews told her that the 
lady down the street gave her 
grandson a stick with a nail in it 
and told him to ‘go in the house 
and kill that lady and her baby.’ 
When he tried to kill my Grand-
ma and her baby, Mrs. Matthews 
stopped him, and the nail went 
through her left hand…She was 
paralyzed for life.” (Aaliyah 
Shanice McCarty)

“Although granny midwives 
did not have the same rights as 
whites, they were still leaders in 
their communities and churches 
because they gave families a nat-
ural way to bring babies into the 
world.” (Trason Cooper)

“From catching babies to pro-
viding sanitation, education and 
discipline, [Mrs. Bertha Parker] 
was a crucial part of our com-
munity’s history, as well as many 
others.” (Madison Cox)

“Granny midwives were need-
ed in rural areas since doctors 

would not come to assist with 
childbirth. Without them, there 
would not have been anyone 
certifi ed or sNilled to helS Zith 
“catching” babies.” (Gabrielle F. 
Smith)

“The granny midwives were 
not only available as nurses, but 
as loved members of the fam-
ily…My grandmother recalled 
that they were almost like ‘sec-
ond aunts’…They would provide 
medicine that families didn’t 
have, along with other things.” 
(Ashton Smith)

Oral historian awards were 
presented to interviewees who 
brought forth essay participants. 
From The Delta Region - Patrice 
Levy (Storyteller Award); Bes-
sie Gardner (Artifacts Award); 
Jessie M. Taylor (Bertha Hen-
derson Matthews Award). From 
The Jackson Prairie Region – 
Hymethia Thompson, Ph. D. 
(Storyteller Award); and Alma 
McPherson Fisher (Storyteller 
Award).

Essay winners from The 
Delta Region were: Sumiyyah 
3arNer ± fi rst Slace ������, ��th 
grade – Gentry High School (In-
dianola�� 7rason &ooSer ± fi rst 
Slace ������, �th grade ± &arYer 
Elementary School (Indianola); 
Ronnie Allen Evans, Jr. – third 
Slace ������, �th grade ± St. -o�
seph Middle School (Greenville) 
and Aaliyah Shanice McCarthy 
± second Slace ������, �th grade 
– Carver Elementary School (In-
dianola).

Essay winners from The Jack-
son Prairie Region were: Ash-
ton Smith ± fi rst Slace ������, 
Madison Central High School 
(Madison) graduate; Gabrielle 
Smith ± fi rst Slace ������, �th 
grade – Madison Middle School 
(Madison) and Madison Cox – 
second Slace ������, ��th grade 
– St. Andrews Episcopal School 
(Ridgeland).

Several persons reacted to the 
celebration. Autry Richmond 
expressed that the children’s es-

says “should be published” to 
enlighten others about African 
American Mississippi granny 
midwives.

3atrice /eYy refl ected, “, am 
still in awe about how all of this is 
unfolding before my eyes. Wow. 
We are going down in history. I 
am super excited and can hardly 
wait to spread the good news.”

Entertainment was provided 
by Leah A. Curry, psalmist from 
the Mississippi Mass Choir and 
Judah School of Performing 
$rts, ���� S 3ear 2rchard 5d., 
Ridgeland), founded and direct-
ed by Monica Jones.

The program was sponsored 
by The W. K. Kellogg Founda-
tion.

Ribbon cutting and opening 
of the Mississippi Granny Mid-
wives’ Exhibit with the support 
of the W. K. Kellogg Foundation 
is slated for $ugust �����, ����.

To make monetary donations 
to Scott Ford House Inc, contact 
Harrison at 601-953-4060. 

COMMUNITY

Essay winners and storytellers shine 
at community and family memories

of Mississippi Granny Midwives’ event
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7he /ogging (TuiSment 2Serator 
Academy at Hinds Community College 
recently partnered with Northern Arizona 
University to provide short-term training 
opportunities and research for stakehold-
ers involved in the forestry industry.   

Two groups participated in two sepa-
rate training sessions using the John Deere 
simulator and skidder loaned to Hinds by 
Stribling (TuiSment. 

“I was happy to have the opportunity 
to work with NAU and hope to partner 
with them in the future, said Wayne With-
ers, Hinds /ogging (TuiSment 2Serator 
instructor. “This collaboration has giving 
me new ideas for future classes.”

The program is a collaboration between 
Withers, David Livingston, executive 
director of the Mississippi Loggers As-
sociation, along with Northern Arizona 
University’s Dr. Han-Sup Han, profes-
sor and director of Forest Operations and 
Biomass Utilization at Northern Arizona 
University, and graduate research assistant 
Erin Burk.

“The training was helpful for learn-
ing the caSabilities of the eTuiSment for 
management and to meet silviculture pre-
scriptions,” said Adam Moore, Forester at 
USDA Forest Service. “I have a better idea 
of the challenges the operator has when 
implementing the prescription within our 
timber sales contracts. I really enjoyed 

the instruction and operating hours on the 
skidder.”

Tony Petrauki, Forestry Tech on the 
Forest Service’s Strike Team, also par-
ticipated in the training. “This was a very 
uniTue training oSSortunity, and ,¶m 
thrilled to get behind the joysticks of some 
forestry eTuiSment,´ he said. “Since , lay 

out harvest units, this training has been a 
great learning experience to get in the seat 
of some logging eTuiSment and see from 
the perspective of a logger.”

Dr. Han is applying for a grant from the 
Economic Development Administration 
to start a Forest Operations Training Pro-
gram at Northern Arizona University to 
train neZ eTuiSment oSerators, log trucN 
drivers and diesel mechanics, along with 
doing new research in forest operations. 
NAU is working to address the lack of 
logging workforce in the Southwest Unit-
ed States. 

Burk has been hired to do research that 
will help in developing this program in 
Arizona. She has chosen to do a study on 
the effectiveness of training new opera-
tors on simulators as compared to training 
them on the real machine. This study will 
provide insight into how effective these 
new simulators are in helping forestry op-
erators to learn the skills they will need on 
the job, while allowing NAU to gain ex-
perience developing a curriculum for the 
logging eTuiSment oSerator tracN.

“Han and I really enjoyed working with 
Wayne Withers and David Livingston in 
Raymond,” Burk said. “They showed us 
active logging operations and gave us the 
oSSortunity to see some neZ eTuiSment 
that has inspired new ideas for research 
and implementation of operations in Ari-
zona. We learned a lot from them about the 
/ogging (TuiSment 2Serator Srogram at 
Hinds. We look forward to continuing to 
collaborate with them in efforts to expand 
the logging workforce across the country.”

Hinds Community College’s Logging 
(TuiSment 2Serator $cademy is funded 
by a ��.� million :orNforce 2SSortunity 
for Rural Communities (WORC) grant by 
the U.S. Department of Labor and Delta 
Regional Authority. 

With six campuses in central Missis-
sippi, Hinds Community College is a 
comSrehensiYe institution offering Tual�
ity, affordable educational opportunities 
with academic programs of study leading 
to seamless university transfer and career 
and technical programs teaching job-ready 
skills.

Hinds CC partners for logging training, research
Special to The Mississippi Link

Alferdeen Harrison, Rev. Marian Taly, Janice Neal- Vincent, Hymethia Thompson, Delores 
Hopkins, James Smith

Gwen Harmon delivers the occasion Judah School of Performing Arts performs version of Alvin Ailey’s Wade In the Water

Participating in recently logging equipment training at Hinds Community College 
were, from left, Adam Moore, Erin Burk, Tony Petrauski, LaQuinton Wall, Dennis Dan-
iels and instructor Wayne Withers. The training was held near the Raymond Campus.

Patricia Levy, (last baby birthed by Mid-
wife Bertha H. Matthews, accomodated 
by Rev. Taley receives story teller award 
from Neal-Vincent.

FR- Aaliyah McCarthy, Trason Cooper, BR Sumiyyah Parker, Madison Cox, 
Ashton Smith, Gabrielle Smith

Special to The Mississippi Link
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Nissan believes in 
the power of education.

We are proud 
supporters of 
students and 
educators
everywhere.

The Warren & Ericka Mar-
tin Foundation provides aca-
demic scholarship awards to 
outstanding graduating high 
school seniors. We are pleased 
to announce the Academic 
Scholarship Award recipients 
for the 2021-2022 school year.  

Young Women of Excel-
lence Academic Scholarship 
Award

Kaylyn Banks
Kaylyn Banks is the daugh-

ter of Councilman Aaron 
Banks and Latona Banks. She 
graduated from Forest Hill 
High School with a 4.2 grade 
point average. Her honors and 
awards include membership 
in the National Honor Soci-
ety, Phi Theta Kappa Honor 
Society and Mu Alpha Theta 
National Honor Society. She 
was also a member of the Stu-
dent Government Association 
and received the Star Student 
Award from the  Mississippi 
Economic Council. She is 
actively involved in the com-
munity and has volunteered 

to work in her church nursery 
and is a Little League Cheer 
coach. Banks plans to attend 
Jackson State University and 
major in biology/pre-pharma-
cy. After completing her un-
dergraduate studies, she plans 
to attend medical school and 
pursue a career as a pediatri-
cian. She has always had a 

strong desire to help children 
and save lives.

Young Men of Integrity
Academic Scholarship 

Award
Thomas Webber
Thomas Webber is the son 

of  Michael Webber and Attor-
ney Tanya Webber. He gradu-
ated from Ridgeland High 

School with a 3.7 grade point 
average.  He is a member of 
the National Honor Society 
and was selected to participate 
in the Summer Youth Institute 
at Millsaps College. He was 
also a member of the Future 
Business Leaders of America 
and Cross Country Team. He 
is actively involved in the 

community and is a member 
of Greater Mt. Calvary M.B. 
Church in Jackson, MS where 
he serves on the Junior Usher 
Board. He is also a member of 
the youth choir and is a consul-
tant for the Media Team. Web-
ber plans to attend Mississippi 
State University in the fall and 
major in software engineering. 

He would like to pursue a ca-
reer in technology because he 
believes that it is the present 
and future of our world.

Attorney Precious Martin 
Sr. Memorial Service

Scholarship Award
Caleab Pickens
Caleab Pickens is the son of 

the late Valencia Bailey and is 
being raised by his maternal 
aunt LaTricia Bailey-Patter-
son. He graduated from Terry 
High School with a 3.4 grade 
point average. He is actively 
involved in his community 
and has dedicated many hours 
toward worthy charitable 

causes. He plans to attend 
Jackson State University 
and major in political sci-
ence/pre-law. His long-term 

goal is to attend law school 
and become an attorney.

The Martin Foundation is 
the charitable arm of the law 
firm of Attorney Warren Mar-
tin Jr. 

For more information, visit 
our website www.martinfoun-
dationms.org

The Girls STEM Academy 
Summer Program will be held 
July 6-29 in the John A. Peoples 
Science Building at Jackson State 
University. It will introduce teen-
agers to science, technology, en-
gineering and mathematics and 
include short courses on robotics 
as well as programming and de-
signing automated vehicles.

The academy is managed by 
the College of Science, Engineer-
ing and Technology. Although 
registration is now closed, partic-
ipation is free to girls in Grades 
9-12 who have a general interest 
in science and have maintained 
a GPA of 2.5-3.0. The goal of 
the program is to increase their 
knowledge and skills and inspire 
their interest in research and in-
novation.

Participating students are from 
the following secondary insti-
tutions: Brandon High School, 
Clinton High School, Jim Hill 
High School, Madison Central 
High School, Northwest Rankin 
High School, Provine High 
School, Ridgeland High School, 
St. Joseph High School and Terry 

High School.
Dr. Martha N. Tchounwou, 

director of Student Support Ser-
vices, said this is the fourth year 
of the Girls STEM Academy 
Summer Program. She hails the 
program for its ability to moti-
vate teenage girls to embrace and 
Sursue careers in S7(0 fi elds.

Tchounwou said, “Each year 
Ze aim to fi nd Zays to ignite in�
terest in science, technology, en-
gineering and mathematics, and 
to engage program participants 
in experiential learning. The suc-
cess of the program speaks for 
itself because most of our former 
students have enrolled in various 
colleges and universities, where 
they are taking rigorous STEM 
courses. Their academic experi-
ences will enable them to acquire 
the necessary skills to compete 
for future jobs in wide open 
fi elds.́

She added, “We’ve empha-
sized to them that there is such a 
tremendous need for young, tal-
ented, diverse leaders in STEM. 
Our academy answers that call 
by helping to introduce them 
to future careers that are lucra-

tive and rewarding because their 
ideas could foster global innova-
tion.́

The girls will take short cours-
es in the following areas:

• Biology
• Chemistry
• Math
• Laboratory safety
• Networking and integration 

skills
• Robotics and basic program-

ming
• ACT preparation
• Career sorting
• Girls Time
• Public speaking.
Throughout the summer, in-

vited guest speakers will ad-
dress STEM careers and teach 
the teenagers how to responsibly 
use and maximize social media, 
along with other topics.

Participating students will 
supply their own lunches; how-
ever, meals will be provided to 
those who may need them.

For more information, contact 
Tchounwou at 601 979-1604 or 
her assistant, Muna Abdelrahim, 
program data coordinator ana-
lyst at 601 979-0783.

Academic Scholarship Awards
Warren & Ericka 

Martin Foundation

Girls STEM Academy Summer Program will 
include robotics, designing automated vehicles

Kaylyn Banks Thomas Webber

The Girls STEM Academy Summer Program introduces teenagers to science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics and includes short courses on robotics as well as programming and designing auto-
mated vehicles. PHOTO BY WILLIAM KELLY/JSU

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Jackson State University

Caleab Pickens



One hundred sixty-three. 
That’s how many friends you 
have on social media and you 
know most of them, one way or 
another. There are colleagues on 
your list, and cousins, friends, 
and a guy you don’t really re-
member meeting. You connect-
ed to them all somehow and you 
count them as friends or more. 
As in the new memoir, “Miss 
Chloe” by A.J. Verdelle, keep-
ing in touch with them is always 
worth it.

:hen her fi rst noYel Zas in its 

fi nal stages before release, $.-. 
Verdelle sent out a few precious 
copies to trusted sources, and 
one of them made its way to a 
place she didn’t expect: author 
Toni Morrison got it, and pub-
licly said she liked the book.

For Verdelle, this was one of 
those pinnacle-of-life moments. 
She grew up reading Morrison’s 
work – sometimes at an age that 
was “too early” – and to know 
that her idol read her book was 
more than Verdelle could dream 
of.

Even better was that this 
chance encounter with a book 

turned into a friendship.
The great author encouraged 

Verdelle in her writing career 
and they shared a deep love of 
language, often laughing over 
wordplay. Morrison had worked 
in a library when she was young; 
Verdelle had worked in a library, 
and she was a teacher at Prince-
ton. Morrison helped Verdelle to 
understand how best to mentor 
her students at Princeton; this, 
too, and their love of books, al-
lowed the two women to bond.

Over the years, they shared 
lunches, dinners and “events in 
her honor.” They spoke “freely” 

about “Black people and Black 
women and Black history and 
the ways we plotted and planned 
and managed to press forward.”

And yet, their relationship 
wasn’t without its problems. 
There were “two and a half 
spats,” says Verdelle, perhaps 
because Morrison could be cold, 
unkind, overly-opinionated, de-
sirous and demanding.

“You had to know Morri-
son’s work as a whole to be 
her friend,” Verdelle said. “She 
would squint at you, and dismiss 
you, if you came lame. She was 
exacting. She had high stan-

dards. She did not suffer fools.”
Based on the affectionate 

name that author A.J. Verdelle 
called Toni Morrison due to 
Morrison’s birth name, “Miss 
Chloe” is a fan’s book, pure and 
simple. It’s beautifully-written, 
a love letter to a friendship and 
to books and reading, and it’s a 
wonderful peek into the lives of 
two writers – one, up-and-com-
ing; one, sadly, gone.

And yet, reading it is not with-
out struggles.

The three facets that make this 
book good also make it hard to 
stay with. Verdelle’s words are 

impactful and graceful, but her 
narrative tends to wander awhile 
before pivoting back to any in-
dividual point, which can be jar-
ring.

As for the friendship, 
Verdelle’s a little too eager to 
laud hers with Morrison, even 
when Morrison was mean to her.

Overall, “Miss Chloe” is for 
Morrison fans, mostly, and it 
will likely appeal to some writ-
ers, particularly those who pen 
blacN Zomen¶s fi ction.

For anyone who’s not much 
into these things, this is a book 
to de-friend.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
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WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON’S SOUL, 
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN 
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE 
VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC 
ADULTS WANT TO HEAR! 

BOOK REVIEW:

MISS CHLOE:
A MEMOIR OF A LITERARY 
FRIENDSHIP WITH TONI MORRISON
BY A.J. VERDELLE 
C.2022, AMISTAD
$27.99 • 360 PAGES



Constance Harvey Burwell, 
daughter of The Honorable 
Slaughter-Harvey, Esq. as well 
as her husband James Arthur 
and son Tre’ Burwell, issued 
summons for friends and fam-
ily to attend a reception in hon-
or of Slaughter-Harvey’s 76th 
birthday and retirement as Scott 

County Youth Court prosecutor. 
The reception was held on Ju-
ne18th in the Natchez Room at 
the Westin Hotel, 407 Congress 
Street in Jackson. 

Upon entering the reception, 
most eyes were immediately 
drawn to an area where hun-
dreds of balloons encompassed 
an area in the room along with 
76 beautiful yellow roses.

Guests lined up to be photo-
graphed with the honoree in this 
setting which was described by 
many as ‘simply beautiful.’

In a nearby corner, James 
Daigle, from Lake Charles, LA, 
provided music to include spe-
cial tributes to the honoree. 

Prior to the Jackson reception, 
a Sweet 76 Birthday and Retire-
ment Party was held in Forest 

where the honoree enjoyed her 
celebration while dancing with 
no thoughts of slowing down 
due to age. This celebration 
was held at the Forest Services 
Center. Security was provided 
by retired MS State Troopers 
R. O. Williams, and Shirlene 
Anderson who represented the 
National Organization of Re-
tired State Troopers 2009.
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Friends and family of Attorney 
Constance Slaughter-Harvey 
receive summons to appear

at the Westin Hotel for birthday
and retirement reception

 By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

The Honorable Constance Slaughter-Harvey, Esq.

PHOTOS BY CONSTANCE H. BURWELL AND TRE’ BURWELL



Family and Friends honored 
Jay DeVille Johnson for his 
34-½ years of service to the 
City of Jackson and the Jack-
son Police Department. Thalia 
Mara Hall’s main lobby was 
transformed into a beautiful 
setting on June 23, 2022 for a 
reception to honor Johnson for 
his many years of service.

The Mistress of Ceremonies 
was Dr. Juanita Sims Doty. 
She said to the crowd of more 
than 200 attendees, ”I have 
one question to ask the City 
of Jackson, how are you going 
to function without Jay DeV-
ille Johnson?” She continued, 
“Well, that’s a question for an-
other day because this evening 
it is going to be “ALL ABOUT 
JAY”

And “All about Jay” it was. 
The program began with an 
invocation by Jay’s former 
pastor, Rev. Hosea Hines and 
greetings from Dr. Safi ya 
Omari who represented Mayor 
Antar Lumumba.

There were many amazing 
tributes to the honoree: Former 
Mayor Kane Ditto was out of 
town, but sent a special letter. 
Former Mayor Harvey Johnson, 
Jr. and Former Mayor Tony Yar-
ber also provided special trib-
utes to the Honoree that took us 
all down memory lane.

Others on the program in-
cluded: Hinds County Sheriff 
Tyree Jones, Deputy Chief Tiny 
Harris and Assistant Chief Jo-
seph Wade, Jackson Police De-

partment.
Patricia ‘PA’ Jackson, former 

co-worker; Thomas Johnson, 
brother of honoree; John Hardy, 
friend of Honoree; and Pamela 
D.C. Junior, lifelong friend.

The Honorable Debra Gibbs 
presented a resolution from the 
State Legislature and Roosevelt 
Hawkins presented a resolution 
on behalf of Congressman Ben-
nie Thompson.

After the introduction by the 
honoree’s wife, Shirley Bee 
Johnson, Jay DeVille Johnson 
recounted some emotional re-
marks regarding his time at the 
City and serving with six may-
ors and 12 administrations.

Jay’s  service to the City will 
be hard to replace. What will 
the City do without Jay?

Following Jay’s message, 
closing remarks and a prayer 

were given by Evangelist Van-
essa Curry-Jones, cousin of th 
honoree, after which the guests 
were able to take photos with 
the honoree and enjoy the deli-
cious food and music.

It was a very special celebra-
tion according to several attend-
ees.

Pamela Junior shared her 
reaction with The Mississippi 
Link. “Jay is one of my closest 

friends. I am so happy retire-
ment is not a vision for him, but 
an accomplishment. He is truly 
an amazing son of West Jackson 
that has made the collective of 
West Jackson very proud. Ju-
nior continued, “Now the mo-
ment begins when we sit back 
and watch the next chapter of 
his life unfold.”

Always having the privilege 
of the last word, Jay’s wife 

Shirley told ‘The Link,’ “We all 
know nothing is perfect but it 
was so almost perfect it scared 
me. The only issue I had was 
some of the people had to stand 
up.” In other words, there was 
standing room only.

She went on to say, “I had 
prayed about it and asked God, 
to let it be representative of the 
man my husband is.” Johnson 
described her husband as lov-
ing, kind, generous, gentle, 
humble, caring, selfl ess, and 
most important, a man of God. 
She said – with a gentle laugh, 
“Even though he sometimes 
gets on my nerves, he is a won-
derful man and everybody that 
knows him, loves him. She said 
emphatically, “To know him is 
to love him.”

She recalled how Jay em-
braced her three children when 
they fi rst met and married. “He 
loved and cared about them 
without them having to call 
him ‘daddy’ and they loved him 
back. The retirement event rep-
resented the man that he is”

Dr. Doty acknowledged all 
that made the event a success:

• Staff at the Thalia Mara Hall
• Hostesses, Stephanie Chat-

man, Kimberly Brown and their 
Hostess team

• Decoration Balloon Dis-
play, Mariam Balloon Design, 
Mariam Makeba

• Food - Elroy Windin, Shake 
and Mix Catering Service

• Music, Dr. Jessie Primer, III
• Photographer, Anita Young
• Videographer, Tracy James
• Bartender, Mac Epps.
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What will the City do without Jay Johnson?                                             
 By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

Dr. Juanita Doty asked, what will the city do? Jay Johnson and The Honorable Debra Gibbs

PHOTOS BY ANITA YOUNG




