
The stunning revelations 
broadcast during the House 
Select Committee investiga-
tion of the January 6, 2021 , 
attack on the U.S. Capitol 
included the laying out of a 
scheme by former President 
Donald Trump to retain power.

While many have long un-
derstood that Trump did noth-
ing to stop the deadly riots, 
the committee laid bare his 
scheme that led to the death of 
at least nine people –  including 
fi Ye law enforcePent PePbers 
± and left Pore than ��� offi �
cers injured.

“It was a sophisticated sev-
en-part plan to overturn the 
presidential election and pre-
vent the transfer of presiden-
tial power,” Republican Rep. 
L iz Cheney of Wyoming, the 
chair of the House Committee, 
remarked during the presenta-
tion.

F urther, Cheney noted that 
several GOP members of Con-
gress pressed Trump for par-
dons during the insurrection 
–  the inference could explain 
why many Republicans have 
remained loyal to the former 
president and have shown a 
reluctance to participate in the 
hearings.

Cheney also reminded the 
committee of a Tweet sent by 
Trump encouraging the at-
tack. “Be there, will be wild! ” 
Trump tweeted.

Trump’s supporters re-
sponded, including the ex-
tremist groups Proud Boys and 
Oath Keepers.

One of the rioters read 
Trump’s tweet on a megaphone 

at the Capitol, and others, in-
cluding one that criticized 
V ice President Mike Pence for 
denying a request to overturn 
the election loss to Joe Biden. 
“Hang Mike Pence,” the sup-
porters chanted.“Maybe he 
deserves it,” Trump allegedly 
said in response.

CoPPittee offi cials then 
displayed a photo of noose 
and gallows erected near the 
Capitol by the insurrectionists.
Capitol 3olice offi cer Caroline 
Edwards emerged during the 
June 9  public hearings and re-
counted for the fi rst tiPe her 
trauma.

“It was something like I’ve 
seen in the PoYies�´ the offi cer 
stated. “I couldn’t believe my 
eyes� there were offi cers on the 
ground. They were bleeding,” 
Edwards recounted. “I was 
slipping in people’s blood. It 
was carnage. It was chaos.”

F urther, documentarian 
Nick Q uested described his in-
teraction with the Proud Boys, 
whose leader, Enrique Tarrio, 
recently was hit with sedition 
charges related to the attack.

Q uested had been embed-
ded with the Proud Boys and 
shared never-before-seen foot-
age of the members, including 
Tarrio’s meeting with the Oath 
Keepers. Additionally, a new 
video of the deposition by the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, Gen. Mark Milley, 
revealed that Pence gave the 
orders to send National Guard 
troops to the Capitol. Howev-
er, Milley said administration 
offi cials told 3ence to falsely 
state that Trump gave those 

Recent reporting by WL BT 
indicate that legal fees, paid by 
taxpayers, are rising rapidly as 
Jackson Mayor Chokwe Antar 
L umumba and City Council sue 
each other over the garbage col-
lection contract. L egal fees total-
ing $ 1 61 ,000 have been reported, 
thus far. 

In the most recent Request 
for Proposals ( RF P)  process, the 
mayor directed blind bidding, 
which was not required. By doing 
so, he removed the potential for 
personalities and/ or allegiances 
to get in the way. Once it was re-
vealed that an African-American 
fi rP� 5ichard¶s 'isposal� had the 
low bid by $ 1 .2 million per year 
and was selected, the chaos be-
gan.

$ À urry of pushbacN by our 
predominantly African-Amer-
ican City Council against this 
mayor and against this company 
over who gets to collect our gar-
bage.

Three African-American mem-
bers and one European-American 

member of City Council voted 
no;  repeatedly. L awsuits, status 
hearings, judges recusing them-
selves, legal orders, Richard’s 
receiving an order to procced 
picking up trash effective April 
1 , 2022, vetoes of the no votes, 
agreements to maintain the status 
quo while litigation continues. A 
bona fi de pile of Pess.

Sadly, it doesn’t stop there. 
There was a stink over the stag-
ing area for Richards’ trucks, 
not over trucks full of trash but 
empty trucks parked overnight at 
Hawkins F ield, staged to run the 
next day. The JMAA was con-
tacted, and F ederal Aviation Ad-
ministration ( F AA)  was alerted. 
Councilman Stokes claimed the 
empty trucks would give a foul 
odor at Hawkins F ield and it 
wasn’t fair to area residents. He 
claimed there would end up be-
ing rats as big as cats over there. 
Were there grumblings like this 
when the transfer station opened 
at 1 4 62 Country Club Road, a 
mile and a half from the northern 
boundary of Hawkins F ield –  in a 
mixed-use area of businesses and 
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Legal fees growing 
over garbage collection

By Chris Young 
C ontr ib u ting  W r iter

As The United States of 
America celebrates Juneteenth, 
the newest federal holiday, 
though practically everyone 
understands why we celebrate 
New Y ear’s day, Dr. King’s 
Birthday, Memorial Day, and 
even Independence Day, ( 4 th of 
July)  many might still ask the 
question, what is Juneteenth or 
why has it been declared a na-
tional federal holiday?

Juneteenth marks our coun-
try’s second Independence Day. 
Although it has long been cele-
brated in the African-American 
community, this monumental 
event remains largely unknown 
to most Americans.

T h e M i s s i s s i p p i  L i nk  has 
compiled a few facts so that our 
readers can understand the his-
tory of Juneteenth. One of our 
main sources of information 
comes from The National Mu-
seum of African American His-
tory &  Culture.

On July 22, 1 862, President 
Abraham L incoln issued an ex-
ecutive order that declared en-
slaved people in the rebelling 
Confederate State legally free. 
However, the decree would not 
take effect until the clock struck 
midnight at the start of the new 
year.

On “F reedom’s Eve,” or the 
eve of January 1 , 1 863, the 
fi rst historical legacy of what 
is known as ‘ Watch Night’ 
services took place. On that 
night, enslaved and free African 

Americans gathered in church-
es and private homes all across 
the country awaiting news that 
the Emancipation Proclamation 
had taken effect.

At the stroke of midnight, 
prayers were answered, as all 
enslaved people in Confeder-
ate States were declared legally 
free. Union soldiers, many of 
whom were black, marched 
onto plantations and across cit-
ies in the south reading small 
copies of the Emancipation 
Proclamation spreading the 
news of freedom in Confederate 
States. Only through the Thir-
teenth Amendment did eman-
cipation end slavery throughout 
the United States.

However, not everyone in 

Confederate territory would im-
mediately be free. Even though 
the Emancipation Proclamation 
was made effective in 1 863, it 
could not be implemented in 
places still under Confederate 
control. As a result, in the west-
ernmost Confederate state of 
Texas, enslaved people would 
not be free until much later.

)reedoP fi nally caPe on -une 
1 9 , 1 865, when some 2,000 
Union troops arrived in Galves-
ton Bay, Texas. The army an-
nounced that the more than 
250,000 enslaved black people 
in the state, were free by execu-
tive decree. This day came to be 
known as “Juneteenth,” by the 
newly freed people in Texas. 

The post-emancipation pe-

riod known as Reconstruc-
tion ( 1 865-1 877)  marked an 
era of great hope, uncertainty, 
and struggle for the nation as 
a whole. F ormerly enslaved 
people immediately sought 
to reunify families, establish 
schools, run for political of-
fi ce� push radical legislation 
and even sue slaveholders for 
compensation. Given the 200+  
years of enslavement, such 
changes were nothing short of 
amazing. Not even a generation 
out of slavery, African Ameri-
cans were inspired and empow-
ered to transform their lives and 
their country.

It was June 1 8, 2021  that a 

“Our democracy remains in danger,” Committee Chair Rep. 
Bennie Thompson (D-MS) declared during the hearing.

While many have long understood that Trump did nothing to 
stop the deadly riots, the Committee laid bare his scheme that 
led to the death of at least nine people – including fi ve law 
enforcement members – and left more than 150 offi cers injured.

The fi rst fl ag that represented the Juneteenth holiday was created in 1997 by Ben Haith, the founder of 
the National Juneteenth Celebration Foundation (NJCF) The fl ag uses the exact same colors as the United 
States fl ag: red, white and blue. This was intentional and meant to show that the formerly enslaved and 
their descendants are free Americans too.

 By Jackie Hampton
P u b lisher

Stunning Hearing 
removes any doubt 
about Trump’s role 
in the deadly Jan. 6 

insurrection

Juneteenth marks our country’s 
second Independence Day
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Recently, more than 200 
guests attended the 3rd Annual 
HIPPY  F und F est and Motor-
cycle Show held on the recre-
ation grounds of the Commu-
nity Students L earning Center 
( CSL C)  in L exington, Miss. 
The fund fest had been on hia-
tus due to the COV ID-1 9  pan-
demic. HIPPY  ( Home Instruc-
tion for Parents of Preschool 
Y oungsters)  is an international 
research-based early learn-
ing program that helps parents 
prepare their preschoolers for 
school success.

As June 2022 dawned as the 
Ponth of the fi rst offi cial )ed�
eral Holiday of Juneteenth, 
this year’s HIPPY  F und F est/
Motorcycle Show also held a 
Peaningful signifi cant fi rst. ,t 
saluted the legacy of L ula Mae 
F riar, former CSL C HIPPY  
coordinator and a pillar of the 
community with a memorial 
fund named in her honor for 
her HIPPY  Kids.

Thirteen years ago, F riar 
searched, found and helped es-
tablish the HIPPY  early child-
hood literacy model in Holmes 
County. She dedicated herself 
to its success. L ike the various 
Juneteenth concepts, F riar also 
strongly advocated for educa-
tion, unity and freedom.

Sadly, she was a victim of the 
COV ID-1 9  devastations in July 
2020. Retired, she had served 
35 years as a Mississippi edu-

cator and 1 4 -plus years as 
CSL C education coordinator. 

F orty to 50 bikers partici-
pated in the motorcycle show, 
which amazed children and 
adults. Biker Kerwin Brandon 
known as “K-9 ” of The King 
Riders Motorcycle Club of 
Jackson, Miss. took the show 
as the winner

The fund fest included fun 
activities for all ages:  space 
jumps, basketball, concessions 
and a rafÀ e for a barbecue grill. 
A little girl from Greenwood 
won the grill.

Program guide Gail M. 
Brown, Ph.D., CSL C project 
director, gave opening remarks 
followed by a scripture recita-
tion of Psalm 1  by 2020 HIPPY  
graduate, Aaliyah Greer. Rev. 
Dr. Nathaniel Christian, pastor 
of Durant Missionary Baptist 

Church gave the invocation.
Current CSL C HIPPY  coor-

dinator L ubertha Banks, assist-
ed by fi rst�grader 5oyal $nder�
son, did the welcome. Banks 
also gave an overview of the 
program.

Mayor Robin McCrory 
brought greetings from the City 
of L exington, and Supervisors 
President L eonard Hampton 
from the county. HIPPY  Home 
Educator L ucretia Holmes di-
rected the children’s recitation 
of the CSL C motto and creed.

Co-workers, family mem-
bers, friends and bikers spoke 
in remembrance of F riar as 
they donated in her honor. The 
2022 HIPPY  F und F est/ Mo-
torcycle Show helped raised 
several thousand dollars for 
the educational needs of the 
approximately 30 HIPPY  fami-

lies to be served. The memo-
rial donations were kicked off 
by F riar’s daughter, L aTannica 
F riar, and her L ouisiana family 
with a check for $ 1 ,000.

“We are extremely grateful 
to Ms. Dell Walls and her biker 
comrades for starting this event 
for our HIPPY  babies and their 
parents,” said CSL C Executive 
Director Beulah Greer. “Their 
efforts and generosity are truly 
making a positive educational 
difference in our children.” Ex-
pressions of gratitude were also 
given by HIPPY  Booster Club 
President Maggie Stingley.

Participating motorcycle 
clubs were the King Riders, 
Black Hawk Riders, Capital 
City Riders, D.C. Riders, Old 
School Riders, 662 Riders, 
Motor Mouse and others.

CSL C F ounder and President 

L eslie Greer later said plans are 
in the works for a bigger and 
better fund fest next year.

Donations are still welcome. 
To donate, call ( 662)  834 -09 05 
or mail your contribution pay-
able to Community Students 

L earning Center, earmarked, 
“The L ula Mae F riar HIPPY  
Memorial F und,” 333 Y azoo 
Street, L exington, MS  39 09 5. 
Thank you.

Applications for HIPPY  en-
rollment are also available.
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It’s back! The CSLC Annual HIPPY 
Fund Fest and Motorcycle Show

(L to R) Lexington Mayor Robin McCrory, 
CSLC Executive Director Beulah Greer, HIPPY 
graduate Aaliyah Greer, Bike Show Winner 
Kerwin Brandon aka K-9 of the King Riders, and 
LaTannica Friar, daughter of Lula Mae Friar

Home Educator Lucretia Holmes (left) directs Hippy students and graduates in 
reciting CSLS motto and creed.    PHOTOS COURTESY OF CSLC

Memorial tribute display in memory of Lula 
Mae Friar 

Winner Kerwin Brandon and son Kalvin, displaying his trophy.

Special to The Mississippi Link



Proclamation on Juneteenth Day of 
Observance was declared from the 
White House. Joe Biden, the na-
tion’s 46th U.S. President, took the 
following actions:

He said, “On June 19, 1865, 
nearly nine decades after our Na-
tion’s founding, and more than two 
years after President Lincoln signed 
the Emancipation Proclamation, 
enslaved Americans in Galveston, 
Te[as� finally receiYed word that 
they were free from bondage. As 
those who were formerly enslaved 
were recogni]ed for the first tiPe as 
citizens, Black Americans came to 
commemorate Juneteenth with cele-
brations across the country, building 
new lives and a new tradition that 
we honor today. In its celebration 
of freedom, Juneteenth is a day that 
should be recognized by all Ameri-
cans. And that is why I am proud to 
have consecrated Juneteenth as our 
newest national holiday. Juneteenth 
is a day of profound weight and 
power.

“A day in which we remember the 
moral stain and terrible toll of slav-
ery on our country, what I’ve long 
called America’s original sin. A long 
legacy of systemic racism, inequal-
ity, and inhumanity.

“But it is a day that also reminds 
us of our incredible capacity to heal, 
hope, and emerge from our darkest 
moments with purpose and resolve.

“As I said on the 100th Anniver-
sary of the Tulsa Race Massacre, 
great nations don’t ignore the most 
painful chapters of their past. Great 
nations confront them.  We come to 
terms with them.

“On Juneteenth, we recommit our-
selves to the work of equity, equal-
ity, and justice. And, we celebrate 
the centuries of struggle, courage, 
and hope that have brought us to 
this time of progress and posåsibil-
ity. That work has been led through-
out our history by abolitionists and 
educators, civil rights advocates 
and lawyers, courageous activists 
and trade unionists� public officials� 

and everyday Americans who have 
helped make real the ideals of our 
founding documents for all.

“There is still more work to do. 
As we emerge from the long, dark 
winter of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
for example, racial equity remains at 
the heart of our efforts to vaccinate 
the Nation and beat the virus. We 
must recognize that Black Ameri-
cans, among other people of color, 
have shouldered a disproportionate 
burden of loss – while also carrying 
us through disproportionately as es-
sential workers and health care pro-
viders on the front lines of the crisis.

“Psalm 30 proclaims that “weep-
ing may endure for a night, but joy 
cometh in the morning.” Juneteenth 
marks both the long, hard night of 
slavery and discrimination, and the 
promise of a brighter morning to 
come. My Administration is com-
mitted to building an economy – 
and a Nation – that brings everyone 
along� and finally deliYers our 1a-
tion’s founding promise to Black 
Americans. Together, we will lay 
the roots of real and lasting justice, 
so that we can become the extraor-
dinary country that was promised to 

all Americans.
“Juneteenth not only commemo-

rates the past. It calls us to action 
today.

“NOW, THEREFORE, I, JO-
SEPH R. BIDEN JR., President of 
the United States of America, by vir-
tue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States, do hereby proclaim 
June 19, 2021, as Juneteenth Day of 
Observance. I call upon the people 
of the United States to acknowledge 
and celebrate the end of the Civil 
War and the emancipation of Black 
Americans, and commit together to 
eradicate systemic racism that still 
undermines our founding ideals and 
collective prosperity.

“IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I 
have hereunto set my hand this eigh-
teenth day of June, in the year of our 
Lord two thousand twenty-one, and 
of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred 
and forty�fifth.´ -2SE3H 5. B,'E1 
JR.”

For more information on June-
teenth visit: https://nmaahc.si.edu/
explore/stories/historical-legacy-
juneteenth

residences? 
Then the very public inference by the mayor that perhaps some council mem-

bers are accepting bribes from the former trash vendor, Waste Management, 
which was countered by Stokes suggesting that the mayor needs to stop smoking 
that dope. Stokes has claimed to have gone to the FBI seeking relief according to 
a report by WAPT on March 13.

Why the resistance? Was it the belief that Waste Management was a known 
entity, despite them gouging taxpayers year after year? Was it that Richard’s Dis-
posal is from out of town? Was it that Richard’s is an African-American owned 
firP" :as it that the 1o�9oting blocN siPply opposes this Payor in anything he 
does? Why are they so opposed to this change in vendor?

The reasons offered publicly don’t pass a simple test of reasonableness. Things 
like – “the timing is bad, because we have too many other things going on,” 
or “cheaper is not always better.” One councilman claimed that a friend of the 
mayor, and who had run his campaigns, was involved with the contract. Later, a 
city attorney refuted that, indicating that person was a sub-contractor having less 
than 5% of the contract. It all seems so petty, yet these people are our elected of-
ficials� and they oYersee spending our ta[ dollars. 

:e all Nnow -acNson is deYastated by criPe and poYerty. How Pany police offi-
cers could be hired with $1.2 million per year? How many people could be provid-
ed a pathway to self�sufficiency" How Pany street�hoPeless could be sheltered" 

When it can’t seem to get more odorous, on May 24, Jackson City Council 
voted 5-2 to remove Richard’s invoice of $808,035 for services performed in 
April, from the claims docket, thereby refusing to pay it. Richard’s is now in 
its third Ponth collecting trash in -acNson and can¶t get paid for the first Ponth. 
Deputy City Attorney Williamson urged the paying of the claim, yet his advice 
was ignored. $nd now the 1o�9oting blocN has increased froP four to fiYe coun-
cil members, with City Council President Lindsay joining the block.

The Mississippi Supreme Court has appointed retired Court of Appeals Judge 
Larry E. Roberts of Meridian as a special judge for the pending litigation, City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi v. Chokwe A. Lumumba. A hearing on the sum-
mary judgement motions has been scheduled for 10 a.m., July 8, in Chancery 
Courtroom 5 of the Hinds County Chancery Court. Parties involved must submit 
any filings prior to -uly �� ����. 

orders.
Testimony also came from Trump’s daughter, Ivanka, who served as an adviser 

for the TruPp adPinistration. ,YanNa TruPp testified that she accepted then�$ttor-
ney General William Barr’s declaration that Biden had defeated Trump in the 2020 
election.

SeYeral forPer :hite House officials froP the TruPp adPinistration said the 
president refused to stop the insurrection and ignored his team of advisers who 
urged him to intervene.

“Our democracy remains in danger,” Committee Chair Rep. Bennie Thompson 
(D-MS) declared during the hearing.

“The conspiracy to thwart the will of the people is not over. Unfortunately, there 
are those in this country who thirst for power but have no love or respect for what 
makes America great: devotion to the Constitution, allegiance to the rule of law, our 
shared journey to build a more perfect Union.”

Insu r r ection
Continued from page 1

Ju neteenth
Continued from page 1

G a r b a g e
Continued from page 1
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Emancipation Day celebration, June 19, 1900, held in “East Woods” on East 
24th Street in Austin, Texas.  CREDIT: AUSTIN HISTORY CENTER.
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This past Sunday was the 
anniversary of the homegoing 
of civil rights activist and icon 
Medgar Evers. F our wreath 
laying ceremonies were capped 
off with a mini-concert at the 
Medgar Evers L ibrary, located 
at 4 21 5 Medgar Evers Blvd., 
-acNson� MS� the site of the fi �
nal wreath laying, at the foot of 
the Medgar Evers statue. 

Two wreaths were laid at 
F reedom’s Corner and one 
wreath was laid at the Med-
gar and Myrlie Evers Home 
National Monument. The Na-
tional Monument is the former 
home of the Medgar and Myrlie 
Evers family and the site where 
a gun-wielding white suprema-
cist’s bullet struck down the 
1$$C3¶s fi rst fi eld secretary 
in Mississippi and father of 
three. 

Councilman Kenneth Stokes 
spoNe at the fi nale of the eYent 
he helped to organize, “...we 
call it the Medgar and Charles 
Evers homecoming now be-
cause it was a family. He loved 
his brother. On June 1 2, 1 9 63 

Medgar was assassinated.  
That’s why we’ll never forget.”

Carolyn Evers Cockrell and 
daughter Courtney, the niece of 
Medgar Evers and granddaugh-
ter of former F ayette, Missis-
sippi Mayor Charles Evers re-
spectively were in attendance.

Cockrell spoke of her ‘ Uncle 
Medgar’ and Reverend R. L . 
T. Smith coming to visit her in 
F ayette under the cover of dark-
ness due to the danger of the 
times and asked that attendees 

go and “spread the word about 
the importance, not so much of 
the Evers’ or my dad or Uncle 
Medgar but of the cause.”

The concert featured live 
performances from Greg Pip-
pen and Smooth F unk, Prentiss 
Bill and Billy “Soul” Bonds.  
The event was deejayed by 
Randy “Wildman” Brown.

Attendees of the event were 
reminded that 59  years ago was 
when we lost Medgar Evers and 
that next year will be 60 years.

STATE
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Entertainer Prentiss Bill backed up by the Smooth Funk Band 
PHOTOS BY J.B. STILLWATER Wreath laying at the Medgar Evers statue outside of the Medgar Evers Library

Jackson fi reman and (noch Sanders leading the procession for wreath laying ceremony
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Jamming in remembrance
of Medgar and Charles Evers

By J.B. Stillwater 
Special to The Mississippi Link
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Hinds County School District Weekly Update
ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE
RESTART!  Superintendent Martin had a meeting with all Assistant Superintendents and Principals of the Hinds County School District to 
restart, refocus and refresh for the upcoming 2022/2023 school year.



United Way of the Capital 
Area announces that Mississip-
pi residents have saved upward 
of $ 3.9 M on their prescription 
medications, thanks to its part-
nership with SingleCare, the 
prescription savings service that 
is helping millions of people 
lead healthier lives by providing 
access to lower prices on pre-
scriptions.

Close to 35,000 residents, 
including those in the UWCA 
service areas of Hinds, Madison 
and Rankin counties have taken 
advantage of the cost savings 
program.  

F or 1 5 years, SingleCare’s 
sister brand F amilyWize, has 
partnered with United Way 
communities nationwide to help 
reduce the cost of prescription 
medications. The free SingleC-
are savings card can help people 
immediately save up to 80%  on 
prescription medications and 
can be used with or without in-
surance. SingleCare partners 
with the country’s leading phar-
macy brands, covering 35,000 
pharmacies nationwide. There 
is no eligibility or registration 
required.

“These are challenging times 
for families and communities 
everywhere. No one should be 
forced to choose between paying 
for food, rent or other essential 
needs because of the high cost of 
prescriptions,” said Ira Murray, 

president and chief executive 
offi cer of U:C$. ³That¶s why 
we’ve partnered with SingleC-
are to distribute free prescrip-
tion savings cards to everyone 
and to help those in need get 
their medications,” added Mur-
ray.

“Now more than ever, it’s 
critical for people to be able to 
access affordable prescription 
medications without feeling the 
fi nancial burden of the high cost 
of medicine,” said V ilmarie Gil-
liam, vice president of Partner-
ships at SingleCare. “SingleCare 
is committed to helping those to 
access savings so they can con-
tinue to afford, and adhere to, 
their prescription medications.” 

To take advantage of the sav-
ings that SingleCare offers, con-
sumers can print a card from 
S ingleC are.com, call ( 84 4 )  
272-9 582 and request a card be 
mailed to them, or download the 
free SingleCare app. F or other 
types of help and additional re-
sourcesb call their local 21 1  or 
visit 21 1 .org.

SingleCare is a free prescrip-
tion savings service that pro-
vides consistently low prices to 
improve access and adherence to 
medication. It handles hundreds 
of thousands of prescriptions 
per day and is helping millions 
of people across the U.S. save 
a signifi cant aPount of Poney 
on their prescriptions. Through 
a combination of innovative 

technology and direct contracts 
with pharmacies, SingleCare 
allows consumers to access 
prescription savings at pharma-
cies near them via the mobile 
app or discount cards available 
on SingleCare.com. SingleCare 
partners with the country’s lead-
ing pharmacy brands, covering 
35,000 pharmacies nationwide. 
SingleCare is headquartered in 
Boston with offi ces in 1ew <orN 
City, greater Philadelphia and 
West Palm Beach, F la. F or more 
information, visit singlecare.
com or download SingleCare on 
iOS or Android.

United :ay fi ghts for the 
health� education and fi nancial 
stability of every person in ev-
ery community. With global 
reach and local impact, we’re 
making life better for 4 8 million 
people annually. United Way 
is the world’s largest privately 
funded charity, working in 9 5%  
of U.S. communities and 4 1  
countries and territories. That’s 
why we’re the mission of choice 
for 1 .5 million volunteers, 6.8 
million donors and 4 5,000 cor-
porate partners. In the wake of 
COV ID-1 9 , we’re helping peo-
ple stay in their homes, stock 
their pantries and protect their 
lives and livelihoods. And we’re 
working to build resilient, equi-
table communities. L earn more 
at UnitedWay.org.

Follow  us: @ U nited W ay and 
# L iveU nited.

HEAL TH
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LEG A L

NO TIC E O F  A PPLIC A TIO N F O R  A  R EZ O NING  

Z O NING  C A SE NO . 4 17 7

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that Whitney Place, LLC has fi led with the Planning Board for the City 
of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from UV Urban Village (Mixed 
Use) and R-4 (Limited Multi-family) Residential to UTC - Urban Town Center 
(Mixed Use) to allow for potential higher density residential and/or mixed use de-
velopment and a Use Permit for accessory parking on properties located at 510, 
518 & 524 Mitchell Ave. and 3012, 3016, 3024, 3032, 3038 & 3046 Oxford Ave. 
(Parcels: 51-142-1, 51-142, 51-141, 51-143-1, 51-143-2, 51-143-3, 51-143-4, 
51-143-5 & 51-144). in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, 
and being more particularly described as:

510 Mitchell Ave. (51-142-1)

Lot 7, Block G of Asylum Heights Subdivision, a subdivision according to a map 
or plat thereof which is on fi le and record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of 
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book /Cabinet 1 at Page/Slide/Slot 
30 thereof, reference to which is made in aid of and as a part of this description.

And being part of the same property described in Instrument recorded in Book 
7147 at Page 724. 

518 Mitchell Ave. (51-142)

Lot 6, Block G, Asylum Heights Subdivision, a subdivision according to a map 
or plat thereof which is on fi le and record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of 
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book /Cabinet 1 at Page/Slide/Slot 
30 thereof, reference to which is made in aid of and as a part of this description.

524 Mitchell Ave. (51-141)

Lot 4, Block “G” of Asylum Heights Subdivision, a subdivision according to a 
map or plat thereof which is on fi le and record in the offi ce of the Chancery 
Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book /Cabinet 1 at Page/
Slide/Slot 30 thereof, reference to which is made in aid of and as a part of this 
description.

and, 

Lot 5, Block “G” of Asylum Heights Subdivision, a subdivision according to a 
map or plat thereof which is on fi le and record in the offi ce of the Chancery 
Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book /Cabinet 1 at Page/
Slide/Slot 30 thereof, reference to which is made in aid of and as a part of this 
description.

3012 Oxford Ave. (51-143-1)

Lot 9, Block “G” of Asylum Heights Subdivision, a subdivision according to a 
map or plat thereof which is on fi le and record in the offi ce of the Chancery 
Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book /Cabinet 1 at Page/
Slide/Slot 30 thereof, reference to which is made in aid of and as a part of this 
description.

And being part of the same property described in Instrument recorded in Book 
7147 at Page 0727. 

3016 Oxford Ave. (51-143-2)

Lots 10 and 13, Block “G” of Asylum Heights Subdivision, a subdivision ac-
cording to a map or plat thereof which is on fi le and record in the offi ce of the 
Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book /Cabinet 
1 at Page/Slide/Slot 30 thereof, reference to which is made in aid of and as a 
part of this description.

And being part of the same property described in Instrument recorded in Book 
7150 at Page 2193.  

3024 Oxford Ave. (51-143-3)

Lot 11, Block “G” of Asylum Heights Subdivision, a subdivision according to 
a map or plat thereof which is on fi le and record in the offi ce of the Chancery 
Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book /Cabinet 1 at Page/
Slide/Slot 30 thereof, reference to which is made in aid of and as a part of this 
description.

And being the same property described in warranty deed recorded in Book 5525 
at Page 703. 

3032 Oxford Ave. (51-143-4)

Lot 12, Block “G” of Asylum Heights Subdivision, a subdivision according to 
a map or plat thereof which is on fi le and record in the offi ce of the Chancery 
Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book /Cabinet 1 at Page/
Slide/Slot 30 thereof, reference to which is made in aid of and as a part of this 
description.

And being part of the same property described in Instrument recorded in Book 
7150 at Page 2193. 

3038 Oxford Ave. (51-143-5)

Lots 10 and 13, Block “G” of Asylum Heights Subdivision, a subdivision ac-
cording to a map or plat thereof which is on fi le and record in the offi ce of the 
Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book /Cabinet 
1 at Page/Slide/Slot 30 thereof, reference to which is made in aid of and as a 
part of this description.

And being part of the same property described in Instrument recorded in Book 
7150 at Page 2193. 

3046 Oxford Ave. (51-144)

Lot Fourteen (14), Block “G” of Asylum Heights Subdivision, a subdivision ac-
cording to a map or plat thereof which is on fi le and record in the offi ce of the 
Chancery Clerk of the Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, reference to which 
map or plat is hereby made.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, June 22, 2022, 
at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro 
and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which 
the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of 
Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property 
within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Admin-
istrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, 
or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at 
least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need 
for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, 
SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE AP-
PLICANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECON-
FERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF 
MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING 
EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER PRIOR TO JUNE 
15, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 27th day of May 2022.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

6/2/2022, 6/16/2022
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NO TIC E O F  INV ITA TIO N TO  B ID  O N C ITY -O W NED  PR O PER TY

CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the 
City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 5th, 2022, for the 
purchase of certain City-owned property: parcel 132-40, located on Robinson 
Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bidding for the property will start at $500.00. 
The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress 
and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information or 
for a “bid form”, contact Vic Sexton at (601) 960 1055 or e-mail vsexton@city.
jackson.ms.us.

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and de-
livered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. 
President St. Jackson, Mississippi 39201). The outside of the envelope must be 
plainly marked to identify the parcel number being bid on along with the bidder’s 
name. Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will be opened 
on Tuesday, July 5th, 2022 at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 
219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. 

Preferential preference will be granted to all equivalent high bidders that sub-
mitted an application to the Surplus Property Committee. If multiple equivalent 
high bidders submitted applications, a re-bid process utilizing the Best and Final 
Offer (BAFO) between those bidders will be granted to determine a winner.  If 
multiple equivalent high bidders persist after BAFO, the re-bid process will be 
repeated, if necessary, until a sole high bidder is certifi ed. 

If multiple equivalent high bidders did not submit applications to the Surplus 
Property Committee, a re-bid process utilizing the Best and Final Offer (BAFO) 
between those bidders will be granted to determine a winner.  If multiple equiva-
lent high bidders persist after BAFO, the re-bid process will be repeated, if nec-
essary, until a sole high bidder is certifi ed. 

If multiple equivalent high bidders consist of, one equivalent high bidder that 
submitted an application to the Surplus Property Committee and the other 
equivalent high bidder(s) that did not submit an application to the Surplus Prop-
erty Committee, preferential preference will be granted to the bidder that submit-
ted an application to the Surplus Property Committee. 

City reserves the right to reject any and all bids

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

6/9/2022, 6/16/2022, 6/23/2022
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NO TIC E O F  INV ITA TIO N TO  B ID  O N C ITY -O W NED  PR O PER TY

CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the 
City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 5th, 2022, for the 
purchase of certain City-owned property: parcel 77-22, located at 516 N. Mill 
Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bidding for the property will start at $5,000.00. 
The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress 
and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information or 
for a “bid form”, contact Vic Sexton at (601) 960 1055 or e-mail vsexton@city.
jackson.ms.us.

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and de-
livered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. 
President St. Jackson, Mississippi 39201). The outside of the envelope must be 
plainly marked to identify the parcel number being bid on along with the bidder’s 
name. Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will be opened 
on Tuesday, July 5th, 2022 at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 
219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. 

Preferential preference will be granted to all equivalent high bidders that sub-
mitted an application to the Surplus Property Committee. If multiple equivalent 
high bidders submitted applications, a re-bid process utilizing the Best and Final 
Offer (BAFO) between those bidders will be granted to determine a winner.  If 
multiple equivalent high bidders persist after BAFO, the re-bid process will be 
repeated, if necessary, until a sole high bidder is certifi ed. 

If multiple equivalent high bidders did not submit applications to the Surplus 
Property Committee, a re-bid process utilizing the Best and Final Offer (BAFO) 
between those bidders will be granted to determine a winner.  If multiple equiva-
lent high bidders persist after BAFO, the re-bid process will be repeated, if nec-
essary, until a sole high bidder is certifi ed. 

If multiple equivalent high bidders consist of, one equivalent high bidder that 
submitted an application to the Surplus Property Committee and the other 
equivalent high bidder(s) that did not submit an application to the Surplus Prop-
erty Committee, preferential preference will be granted to the bidder that submit-
ted an application to the Surplus Property Committee. 

City reserves the right to reject any and all bids

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

6/9/2022, 6/16/2022, 6/23/2022
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A D V ER TISEMENT F O R  B ID S A ND  NO TIC E TO  C O NTR A C TO R S

Sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of Jackson, MS, at 219 South Presi-
dent Street, Jackson, MS 39201 or at Post Offi ce Box 17, Jackson, MS 39205 
until 3:30 PM, local time, Tuesday, July 12, 2022 at which time bids will be publicly 
opened and read aloud for:

Alta Woods Playground Renovation – Will O Wisp Way, Jackson, MS 39204
Virden Addition Playground Renovation, 3159 Edwards Ave,  Jackson, MS 39213

Proposals shall be submitted on forms furnished and sealed and deposited with 
City Clerk prior to the hour and date above designated.  A copy of the construc-
tion documents (plans and/or specifi cations) for the construction being sought has 
been fi led with the City Clerk of Jackson, MS.  Offi cial bid Documents can be 
downloaded from Central Bidding at www.centralbidding.com.  Electronic bids and/
or reverse bids can be submitted at www.centralbidding.com.  For any questions 
relating to the electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding at 225-810-
4814.  Questions regarding plan clarifi cations or requests for information should be 
directed to the landscape architect as follows:

WAS Design, Inc.  
1510 North State Street, #300
Jackson, MS 39202
P: 601-790-0781

A copy of the Bid Documents (including plans and specifi cations for the Work) are 
being made available via digital and original paper copy. Plan holders are required 
to register and order bid documents from the Jackson Blueprint Online Plan Room 
website http://planroom.jaxblue.com. There is no charge for registration or to view 
the bid documents online. Bid documents are non-refundable and must be pur-
chased through the website. All plan holders are required to have a valid email 
address for registration. A printed bid set is approximately $41.25 plus shipping and 
applicable sales tax and an electronic downloadable set is $20.00 plus applicable 
sales tax. For questions regarding website registration and online orders please 
contact Jackson Blueprint & Supply at (601)353-5803.

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all bidders 
will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will 
not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex in 
consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public 
contracting.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal busi-
ness opportunity for all persons doing business with the City.   As a pre-condition 
to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed 
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with the bid submission, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity 
(EBO) Executive Order.  Failure to comply with the City’s Executive Order shall dis-
qualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract.  For 
more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, 
please contact of the Division of Equal Business Opportunity at 601-960-1856.  
Copies of the Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the Program, 
as attached, are available at 200 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, 
Mississippi.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and 
ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, 
initiatives, and assistance.  The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/
or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract 
with the City on various projects and or conduct business in the City, to assist the 
City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for employment 
opportunities.

Bid preparation will be in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders bound in the 
project manual.  The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids 
and to waive any and all irregularities in respect to any bid submitted or to accept 
any proposal which is deemed most favorable to the City of Jackson.

A PRE-BID CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD 

The Pre-Bid Conference will be at 3:00 pm., Tuesday, June 28, 2022, Department 
of Parks & Recreation, 1000 Metrocenter Drive, Suite 104, Jackson, MS 39209.  All 
Contractors who intend to submit “BIDS” are encouraged to attend.

Ison B. Harris, Jr  Valerie Tucker
Director, Parks  & Recreation Interim Deputy Director
   Housing & Community Development

6/9/2022, 6/16/2022



HUNT CLUB ON YOUR PROPERTY?
DOUBLE YOUR MONEY! #1 Hunting
Lease Company in America. Full service,
customized contracts. Base Camp
Leasing. 1-888-871-1982.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
today with a GENERAC Home Standby
Generator. $0 Money Down plus low
monthly payment options. Request a FREE
QUOTE - Call now before the next power
outage: 1-844-316-8630
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-
ING at one low rate. Call Mississippi
Press Services at 601-981-3060.
THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare
for power outages and power your home.
Full installation services available. $0
Down Financing Option. Request a FREE,
no obligation, quote today. Call 1-844-
355-7099.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
w w w. d e n t a l 5 0 p l u s . c o m / m s p r e s s
#6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING,
memory care, or independent living? A
Place for Mom simplifies the process of
finding senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-855-530-0567 today!
STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR
DISEASE are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-855-393-
5067. Week of June 12, 2022

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

I n s u r a n c e

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

F o r S a l e

F a r m E q u i p m e n t Take Note!

Place Your Classified Ad

STATEWIDE
In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
31 1 8  Liv ingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
21 9  S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
26 5 9  Liv ingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
39 5 7  Northv iew Dr ( North J ack son)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4 331  Highway 8 0W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5 9 9 0 Medgar Ev ers B lv d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1 21 4  Capitol St ( Downtown J ack son)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304  B riarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
28 5 5  McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
1 04  Terry Rd
J & A FUEL STORES
324 9  Medgar Ev ers  B lv d.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325  Liv ingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Driv e
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
6 5 3 Duling Av enue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
J ack son Medical Mall 
35 0 W Woodrow Wilson Av enue
SHELL FOOD MART
5 4 9 2 Watk ins Driv e

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6 39 4  Ridgewood Rd ( North J ack son)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd ( South J ack son)
WALGREENS 
38 0 W. Woodrow Wilson Av e

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - &anton, MS
B & B
702 :est 1orth Street - &anton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 1orth Liberty - &anton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
&hurch Street - &anton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - &anton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther .ing Drive - &anton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - &anton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 &hurch Street - &anton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 :est Fulton Street - &anton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - &anton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - &anton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 :estside Drive - &anton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
1 25  Swinging B ridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5 7 7 7  Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - &linton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Ex it 7 8
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Av enue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
5 05  E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port *ibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 (. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 :. &ourt Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 &ourtyard STuare, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 1 8
PITT STOP 
1 01  Hwy 1 8  &  27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill eYery row across� eYery coluPn down� and eYery 
�[� bo[ with the digits � through �. Each � through � digit Pust appear 
only once in each row across� each coluPn down� and each �[� bo[.

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku Solution

© Feature Exchange
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F IR E STA TIO N R ENO V A TIO NS

The City of Jackson intends to employ an Architectural/Engineering (A/E) consult-
ing fi rm for 5enoYations at the fi Ye )ire Stations, Jackson, MS.  5enoYations to in-
clude interior renoYations and roof replacement work.  Statement of Qualifi cations 
will be accepted by the City Clerk of the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 3�30 p.m., 
Tuesday July 5, 2022.  The proposed contract will include complete Architectual/
(ngineering serYices required for this renoYation and replacement work. 

Offi cial bid Documents can be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.central-
bidding.com.  (lectronic bids and/or reYerse auction bids can be submitted at www.
centralbidding.com.  )or any questions relating to the electronic bidding process, 
please call Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.  

Architectural/(ngineering (A/() fi rms interested in proYiding these serYices may 
so indicate by furnishing the City of Jackson seYen (7) copies of a Statement of 
Qualifi cation, which should consist of the following� 

1. A coYer letter specifying the complete proMect name, )I5( STATIO1 5(1OVA-
TIO1S, the name of the proMect manager, and the location and address of the offi ce 
to be assigned the maMority of the work.

2. A resume for each principal member, the proMect manager, and employee(s) of 
the fi rm anticipated to be assigned to the proMect including consulting engineers.  
Also, proYide an organi]ational chart and list each person¶s experience and quali-
fi cations, including proof that the ProMect Manager is licensed as a Mississippi Pro-
fessional Architect/(ngineer and that the fi rm has met state licensure and certifi ca-
tion requirements.  Include a business recoYery plan in the eYent of a disaster.

3. .nowledge of Community DeYelopment Block *rant (CDB*) procurement pro-
cesses, Section 3 requirements, certifi ed payroll, DaYis-Bacon Act� and other re-
porting requirements of CDB* funded proMects.

4. A description of similar type work completed during the past fi Ye (5) years which 
qualifi es the consultant for this work� the cost and schedule completion (or actual 
completion) of this work with proMect owners reference contact information.

5. In addition to the information requested aboYe complete Part II of the Standard 
)orm (S)) 330, Architect-(ngineer Qualifi cations.  This )orm can be obtained at 
(http�//www.gsa.goY/portal/forms/download/11�48�).

The City will eYaluate the Statements of Qualifi cation based on the following fac-
tors listed in their relatiYe order of importance� 

1. (xperience of the fi rm in performing specifi c serYices and experience in prepar-
ing architectural/engineering design and construction proMects funded by Commu-
nity DeYelopment Block *rant (CDB*). 
2. Qualifi cations and experience of staff and consultants to be assigned to the 
proMect based on requested scope of serYices. 
3. Si]e of the fi rm¶s professional and technical staff with respect to the serYices 
required. 
4. 5esume of the fi rm¶s current and completed proMects of a similar nature.
5. Local presence of the fi rm within the Jackson Metro Area. 
�. (qual Business Opportunity participation plan submitted with the Statement of 
Qualifi cation package. 

The City reserYes the right to select one (1) consultant or select a short list of 
consultants from whom more information will be required.  The City reserYes the 
right to reMect any and all Statements of Qualifi cation, discontinue Contract execu-
tion, and/or request additional information with any party at any time prior to fi nal 
Contract execution.    )or any Statement of Qualifi cation questions, contact Lloyd 
.eller, Jr. at �01-9�0-1�57, lkeller#city.Mackson.ms.us.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public 
contracting.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business 
opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selec-
tion, each proposer shall submit a completed and signed (qual Business Opportu-
nity ((BO) Plan with the proposal submission, in accordance with the proYisions of 
the City of Jackson¶s (qual Business Opportunity ((BO) (xecutiYe Order. )ailure 
to comply with the City¶s (xecutiYe Order shall disqualify a proposer from being 
awarded an eligible contract. )or more information on the City of Jackson¶s (qual 
Business Opportunity Program, please contact the DiYision of (qual Business Op-
portunity at �01-9�0-185�.  Copies of the City of Jackson¶s (xecutiYe Order, (BO 
Plan Applications, and a copy of the program are aYailable at the following location�  
200 South President Street, 5oom 223, Jackson, Mississippi� or can be accessed 
on City of Jackson¶s (qual Business Opportunity webpage.

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all proposers that in compliance with Title VI 
of the CiYil 5ights Act of 19�4, as amended, 42 8.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4, that all 
proposers will be afforded full opportunity to submit proposals in response to this in-
Yitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national 
origin, or sex, in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi is committed to cultiYating and ensuring the quality 
of life of its citi]ens, through Yarious programs, employment, initiatiYes, and as-
sistance. The City of Jackson encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities 
doing business within the City of Jackson, as well as those who seek to contract 
with the City of Jackson on Yarious proMects and/or conduct business in Jackson 
to assist the City of Jackson in achieYing its goal by strongly considering city of 
Jackson residents for employment opportunities.

5obert Lee                             Valerie Tucker
Acting City (ngineer            Deputy Director
   +ousing 	 Community DeYelopment

�/9/2022, �/1�/2022



Some of my 
guilty plea-
sures are the 
judge real-
ity shows like 
Judge Mathis 
and Judge 
L auren L akes’ 

Paternity Court. My reasons 
for liking those shows vary 
but I must admit that I love 
watching the drama of the pa-
ternity tests and their results. 
Honestly, it’s amazing to me 
how much information about 
their personal lives people 
are willing to share on televi-
sion. I’m also surprised at how 
hearing the words “Y ou are 
not the father… .or you are the 
father” could bring such joy or 
pain. And it all comes down to 
three letters:  DNA.

DNA or deoxyribonucleic 
acid are the intriguing mol-
ecules that prove paternity on 
these shows. DNA determines 
the physical characteristics 
that we inherit from our par-

ents like eye color, height and 
body type. Unless you are a 
twin, you have a unique DNA 
that no one else on the earth 
shares. DNA stores infor-
mation, can pass traits from 
generation to generation and, 
most importantly, answers 
questions about who you are 
in small pieces of hair, nails, 
skin, sweat, tears and blood, 
etc.

It’s only been through the 
use of Podern scientifi c ad�
vances that we’ve learned how 
useful DNA can be. In some 
cases, it has set the wrongly 
convicted free from prison 
sentences.

Spiritual DNA ( Destiny, 
Needs and Authority)  also 
answers questions about who 
we can be in our spiritual 
liYes. -ob ����� clarifi es� ³So 
he will do to me whatever he 
has planned. He controls my 
destiny.” Have you allowed 
someone else to determine 
your destiny?  Are you walk-
ing in your destiny and do you 
recognize God’s plan for your 

life?
Another part of your spiri-

tual DNA involves having 
your needs met through sin-
cere prayer and a dialogue 
with God. Do you know the 
difference between your 
needs and your wants?  Who 
or what have you allowed to 
satisfy your needs?  Matthew 
6: 7-8 gives clear instruc-
tions on how to pray:  “And 
when you pray, do not keep 
on babbling like pagans, for 
they think they will be heard 
because of their many words. 
Do not be like them, for your 
F ather knows what you need 
before you ask him.”

Knowing your spiritual 
DNA also involves asking 
whose authority are you un-
der. Who do you have author-
ity over and how do you han-
dle it?  Have you given your 
authority away through sin 
and disobedience?  And if you 
did, how do you get it back?  
We have to recognize where 
our authority comes from 
and what it is to be used for. 

Romans 1 : 5 says, “Through 
Christ, God has given us the 
privilege and authority as 
apostles to tell Gentiles every-
where what God has done for 
them, so that they will believe 
and obey him, bringing glory 
to his name.”

Knowing our spiritual 
DNA can change your life. 
However, your spiritual DNA 
( like your eye color)  doesn’t 
do anything by itself. But it 
does tell everyone who your 
spiritual parents are and what 
traits and behaviors you’ll be 
passing on to others.

This F ather’s Day, I encour-
age you to celebrate your fa-
ther ( spiritual or natural) .

S hew and a R i l ey  i s  a Fo rt 
W o rth, T exas  b as ed autho r 
of  “ L o v e H ango v er:  M o v i ng 
f ro m  P ai n to P urp o s e A f ter 
a R el ati o ns hi p End s ”  and 
“ W ri ti ng to the B eat of  G o d’ s  
H eart:  A  B o o k  of  P ray ers  f o r 
W ri ters . ”  Em ai l  p res erv ed -
b y p urp o s e@ gm ai l . co m  o r 
f o l l o w  her o n T w i tter @ s he-
w and a.

www.nhcms.org

1750 

Who’s your daddy?…
Check your DNA
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SUNDAY
Worship Services
10 a.m. in person

Or you may worship with us via 
Facebook or our YouTube 

channel at CHMBC
Pastor

Chauncy L. Jordan

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

When ( Satan)  
begins to work, 
he works to try 
to deceive us. He 
does not come to 
us and announce 
who he is nor de-

clare what he is trying to do to 
us. F riend, we need to be wise 
of Satan’s tactics. If the devil 
informed us that he was the en-
emy of our soul and that he was 
trying to bring eternal death to 
us and cause us to be cast into 
the eternal laNe of fi re� we would 
be wise and avoid him. I do not 
believe we would say, “All right, 
I will go along with you.” We 
would know better, so he does 
not come that way. He works 
in deceptive manners, and he 
works through seducing spirits.

,n the scripture te[t� we fi nd 
that is what he chose to do. F irst, 
he used good reasoning for want-
ing to acquire the inheritance 
of Naboth. The enemy through 
Ahab, said in verse two of our 
scripture text, “Give me thy 
vineyard, that I may have it for 
a garden of herbs, because it is 
near unto my house.” King Ahab 
presented good reasoning along 
with his desires to take what be-
long to Naboth. The devil is not 
stupid. When he tempts us and 
places a thought in our mind that 
is designed to lead us astray, he 
brings good reasoning with it.

When he tempted Eve, he did 
not tell her, “Disobey God and 

eat the forbidden fruit, and then 
you will die and go to hell.” He 
made it appear attractive and 
said, in essence:  “I will make 
you wise. Y ou will be like God. 
<ou will be able to profi t froP 
this thing.” He presented good 
reasoning with the temptation.

F riend, not every thought that 
comes into our mind is good, 
whether it seems good or not. 
Many thoughts may seem as 
though they will help us. They 
may seem to be attractive and to 
be of benefi t to us� but we Pust 
measure those thoughts by what 
God has to say about them. We 
must consider these thoughts in 
the light of God’s Word.

One brother once said, he 
prays that God will help him 
to be quick to discern the dif-
ference between good thoughts 
and bad thoughts. That is a good 
prayer.

We need to be quick to dis-
cern the difference between a 
good thought and a bad thought. 
We may not be sure of some 
thoughts that we get at fi rst. 3er�
haps we do not know their ori-
gin, but as we investigate them 
and compare them with God’s 
:ord� we Pay fi nd that we Pust 
dismiss them. Even if something 
seems to have good reasons for 
going that direction, it does not 
mean that it is really of God. We 
must thoroughly investigate it.

R ev .  S i m eo n R .  G reen I I I  i s  
p as to r o f  J o y nes  R o ad  C hurch o f  
G o d ,  3 1  J o y nes  R o ad ,  H am p to n,  
V A  2 3 6 6 9 .  

P R E S E R V E D Beware
of seducing 

spirits
 By Shewanda Riley
C o l u m nist

 By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
S pec ia l  t o  The Mississippi Link

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir



Chicken Little 
said famously in 
his folktale that 
the sky is fall-
ing. That is prob-
ably what some 
Republicans are 

feeling these days. It could be 
that their mean-spirited world 
is being exposed and coming 
to an end.

If you are a hard line and 
unreasonable Republican, last 
Thursday evening was a night-
mare for you. You must say 
again that January 6th was a 
harmless event.

On the other hand, if you 
are a moderate and reasonable 
member of the GOP (Grand 
Old Party), you are just shak-
ing your head and embar-
rassed.

The horror of what happened 
on that day will be talked about 
for years to come. History will 
be unkind to the Republicans 
who vouched for the madness 
and the mayhem. It is a sad 
but true chapter of our nation’s 
history.

If you have no shame and no 
remorse, then you are mini-
mizing the event and calling it 
just a minor distraction. If you 
are in that pathetic and piti-
ful number of minor minions, 
then you wear a badge of dis-
grace forever. Your legacy is 
attached to disgrace and dis-
honor.

Some high-ranking Republi-
can senators said it was a terri-
ble event and those responsible 

should be punished. Within a 
week’s time they changed their 
positions. What happened? 
You know what happened.

There is a Southern Repub-
lican governor who believes 
he is the front runner to be 
the next president. He is self-
proclaimed and it is just his 
imagination running away 
with him.

All the un-named men are 
covered in wrongdoing. You 
and I know who they are. Their 
integrity was snatched from 
them.

They are infamous and not 
famous. Their reputations have 
been tarnished and stained 
never to be washed clean again.

Democratic Representative 
Bennie Thompson of Mis-
sissippi and chairman of the 
January 6th committee laid out 
the charge of the committee 
quite well.

He said, “We can’t sweep 
what happened under the rug. 
The American people deserve 
answers. So, I come before you 
this evening not as a Democrat 
but as an American who swore 
an oath to defend the Constitu-
tion.”

Clear-thinking and consti-
tutionally driven Americans 
will want to know the details 
of what happened.

These hearings will be based 
upon the facts, nothing else.

Some on the other side will 
say that the committee is full 
of Democrats. There are seven 
Democrats and two Republi-
cans.

Is there a Democratic truth 
and a Republican truth as to 

what happened on January 
6th? The answer is no.

The facts will give us the 
truth. 

What occurred on January 
6th of last year was in plain 
view for all of us to see. These 
insurgents just broke into one 
of our most treasured and his-
toric buildings.

If you voted in the last presi-
dential election, then you know 
why this took place. The for-
mer president lost the election 
and claimed foul play. Yet we 
know that he ran afoul of the 
election rules. He lost and was 
a sore loser then and he is still 
sore and totally out of sorts.

A part of America followed 
his disjointed thinking and 
came to Washington, D.C. to 
cause trouble.

Reports say 140 police offi-
cers were injured on that fate-
ful day. A Capitol Police offi-
cer, Caroline Edwards testified 
last week about this riot. She 
was injured and assaulted on 
the Capitol steps.

These hearings will last a 
few weeks and the unvarnished 
truth will come out. Those re-
sponsible will have nowhere to 
run and nowhere to hide.

We know who is responsible 
for this loathsome act which 
betrayed the public trust. He is 
hiding in the Sunshine State.

His time is coming, and he 
will be held accountable. Right 
still matters in America today 
and it will trump wrong.

The Republican Party is in 
a state of f lux right now. They 
probably do want the sky to 
fall. They might be better off.

O p pre s s ion 
is nothing new 
in what we 
know as Amer-
ica. European 
“settlers” op-
pressed Native 

Indians after they decided the 
honeymoon was over. Then, of 
course, came slavery. Blacks 
were kidnapped in African 
countries and transported to 
the New World in shackles for 
the sole purpose of servitude. 

Slavery is an all-encompass-
ing platform of oppression that 
lasted at least 243 years here; 
European Americans exercis-
ing slaYery as defi ned in the 
Oxford dictionary as “pro-
longed cruel or unjust treat-
ment or control. Once freed 
by The Emancipation Procla-
mation, the journey for equal-
ity was just beginning. It took 
another 100 years before the 
passing of the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965 before a truer 
sense of freedom took hold. 

Oppression is the primary 
mechanism used in America 
to resist African-American 
advancement. If you are a 
minority in this country or 
even a fair-minded European 
American, you are well aware 
and have seen or felt racism 
manifested time and time 
again. And when Critical Race 
Theory was brought forth in 
the Summer of 2019, laying 
out, in an academic framework 
– institutionalized racial dis-
advantage and systemic racial 
inequality in our country – the 
pushbacN was fi erce.

Since its publication, for-
ty-one states have passed or 
considered legislation on race 
education according to ABC 
News in March, 2022. This is 
being done by almost entirely 
European American legisla-
tors who want to make sure 
that there is no acknowledge-
ment or accountability for past 
and ongoing racist behavior in 
our laws and institutions.

To them apparently, the 
good ole USA functions as a 
haven of fairness and equality 
for all. To them apparently, the 
playing fi eld is leYel� and we 
should not be educating our 
children on anything other 
than that. In Mississippi, Sen-

ate Bill 2113, “Critical Race 
Theory; Prohibit,” does not 
mention critical race theory 
by name except for in its title.

We have all heard the 
phrase “Shining City on a 
Hill,” referring to American 
exceptionalism. New World 
Encyclopedia indicates that 
American exceptionalism 
“has been historically referred 
to as the belief that the United 
States differs qualitatively 
from other developed nations 
because of its national credo, 
historical evolution, or dis-
tinctive political and religious 
institutions.” What does that 
mean? That sentiment seems 
like a lofty ideal, far from re-
ality.

Reality is that this country 
was founded in racism, many 
of the founders themselves 
were slaveholders, and that 
after appearing to ease for a 
time, racism is again rampant 
in America today – dé·jà vu.

We have white suprema-
cists and white nationalists 
breeding hate and violence. 
We have mass shootings and 
school shootings where chil-
dren are murdered and mani-
festos are left behind detailing 
racial hatred. 

The Southern Poverty Law 
Center tells us that hate groups 
are on the rise, and that there 
are currently 733 hate groups 
operating in the country. They 
identify a simple commonality 
with all hate groups as having 
beliefs and practices that at-
tack or malign an entire class 
of people, typically for their 
immutable characteristics. 

We have poverty in the 
wealthiest country in the 
world – the most recent Cen-
sus tells us that poverty is 
growing and has exceeded 
11% nationwide. A CNN re-
port based on Census Bureau 
data indicated the poverty rate 
for black Americans in 2019 
was the lowest on record, ac-
cording to the Census Bureau. 
“But at 18.8%, it remains far 
more than double that of non-
Hispanic white Americans, 
who had a poverty rate of 
7.3%.” Poverty breeds desper-
ation and hopelessness.

Recently I heard someone 
mention the term “post-racial.” 

Post-racial means free from 
racial preference, discrimina-
tion and prejudice. I suppose it 
would be convenient for some 
to view America as post-
racial, but that too, is not the 
reality. Acclaimed writer and 
editor, Anna Holmes wrote in 
T he N ew  Y o rk  T i m es , “Chat-
tel slavery and the legacies it 
left behind continue to shape 
American society. Sometimes 
it seems as if the desire for a 
‘post-racial’ America is an 
attempt by white people to 
liberate themselves from the 
burden of having to deal with 
that legacy.”

In 2015, a study by T he 
G uard i an found that police 
offi cers in the United States 
killed 7.13 black Americans 
per million, compared with 
2.91 white Americans per mil-
lion. Last year, Mapping Po-
lice 9iolence� a non�profi t that 
tracks police shootings, found 
that blacks accounted for 27% 
of fatal shootings by police, 
double that of whites killed by 
police. Our black population 
is close to 13%, but killings by 
police are 27%.

The SPLC indicates that the 
Alternative Right, commonly 
known as the “alt-right,” is 
a set of far-right ideologies, 
groups and individuals whose 
core belief is that “white iden-
tity” is under attack by multi-
cultural forces using “political 
correctness” and “social jus-
tice” to undermine white peo-
ple and “their” civilization.

Seemingly driven by the 
Census� which reÀ ects the 
marked and continuing de-
cline of non-Hispanic whites 
in America, these hateful 
ideologies are taking off like 
a rocket ship, hence the title; 
Dé·jà vu – all over again. 
Rather than continue to en-
À aPe hatred of others� per�
haps they could immigrate to 
Sweden or Finland, and the 
life expectancy in those coun-
tries exceeds ours.

It’s disgracefully juvenile 
behavior to see adults in a 
majority race claiming to feel 
threatened by the rise of mi-
nority races in a country of 
immigrants. It has become 
abundantly clear that is the 
case here in the U.S.A. This 
behavior must change before 
it kills us.
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The January 6 re-boot is what some 
Republicans didn’t want to see

Dé·jà vu – all 
over again

Some ex-
tremely impor-
tant truth-telling 
is happening 
in Washington, 
D.C. right now.

I know a lot of 
people are skeptical about Con-
gress. Sometimes that cynicism 
is well earned. But the biparti-
san House select committee in-
vestigating the plot to overturn 
the 2020 presidential election is 
doing essential good work. All 
of us should pay attention to the 
public hearings the committee 
is holding this month.

Let’s be clear. The violent 
crimes that took place during 
the Jan. 6, 2021 attack on the 
Capitol were not just about an 
angry crowd getting out of con-
trol.

The people attacking the po-
lice and hunting for members 
of Congress and Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence were part of 
a bigger criminal conspiracy. 
They were out to overturn the 
will of the voters who elected 
Joe Biden to be our president. 
It was an attack on our country 
– on you and me and everyone 
who turned out to vote.

:e belieYe the record reÀ ects 
that the criminal conspiracy 
started at the very top, with for-
mer President Donald Trump. It 
included members of Trump’s 
staff and legal team who pres-
sured Pence to break the law, 
ignore his constitutional duty, 
and throw the country into 
chaos. It included members of 
Congress and pro-Trump po-
litical and religious leaders who 
continued to spread Trump’s 
lies about a stolen election long 
after the courts had rejected 
these false claims.

And it included far-right-

wing activists who were told 
their country was being stolen 
from them – and who planned 
for civil war to take it back. 
They answered Trump’s call 
to come to Washington on the 
day Congress would affi rP -oe 
Biden’s victory. They gathered 
weapons and body armor and 
trained in military tactics. And 
they smashed their way into the 
Capitol.

They came way too close to 
pulling it off. And that means 
some of them will try again if 
they are not held accountable 
now.

That is why it is so important 
that Americans learn every-
thing we can about the schem-
ing and planning that led up to 
the violent attempt to prevent 
the peaceful transfer of power. 
And it is important that we re-
main watchful about the steps 
they are taking now to give 
them a better chance at suc-
ceeding next time.

*etting the truth is the fi rst 
step in holding people account-
able. It will be up to the Justice 
Department, which has charged 
hundreds of people for their 
crimes during the insurrection, 
to make sure that the powerful 
individuals who plotted behind 
the scenes face the same kinds 
of consequences as those who 
rioted at the Capitol.

All Americans should be 
grateful to House Speaker Nan-
cy Pelosi for creating the House 
Select Committee. We should 
be grateful for the committee 
members and staff who have 
worked so hard to get at the 
truth in spite of stonewalling 
and defi ance of legal subpoenas 
from Trump’s team.

Defending democracy should 
not be a partisan project. Re-
publican Reps. Liz Cheney and 
Adam Kinzinger deserve credit 

for serving on the committee. 
They deserve credit for insist-
ing that the truth come out. 
They deserve praise for stand-
ing up to Trump and all the 
gutless or unprincipled Repub-
licans who are trying to protect 
Trump by sabotaging the inves-
tigation, lying about the com-
mittee and obscuring the truth.

Rep. Jamie Raskin, one of the 
heroes of the January 6 com-
mittee, has called Reps. Cheney 
and Kinzinger “constitutional 
patriots” for defending democ-
racy.

We know that Trump’s Re-
publicans have been plotting 
to undermine the committee’s 
work. They are counting on 
far-right media outlets to carry 
their propaganda. They want to 
prevent Trump from being held 
accountable by confusing and 
concealing the truth. That is 
a threat to our future. It could 
lead us away from a national 
commitment to transferring 
power peacefully to election 
winners.

It could send us further down 
the road, as Rep. Raskin recent-
ly described, to “coups and in-
surrections and fascist-inspired 
political instability.” It’s up to 
all of us not to let that happen. 

I encourage everyone read-
ing this to watch as many of 
the January 6 hearings as you 
can. Urge your elected offi cials 
to defend truth, accountability, 
democracy and the right to cast 
a vote and have it counted.

B en J eal o us  s erv es  as  p res i -
d ent o f  P eo p l e Fo r the A m eri -
can W ay  and  P ro f es s o r o f  the 
P racti ce at the U ni v ers i t y  o f  
P enns y l v ani a.  A  N ew  Y o rk  
T i m es  b es t- s el l i ng autho r,  hi s  
next b o o k  “ N ev er Fo rget O ur 
P eo p l e W ere A l w ay s  Free”  w i l l  
b e p ub l i s hed  b y  H arp er C o l l i ns  
i n D ecem b er 2 0 2 2 .

Watch the Jan. 6 Hearings:
Getting the truth is the fi rst step
in holding people accountable

By James B. Ewers Jr.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio

 By Ben Jealous
People For the American Way

By Christopher Young
Contributing Writer COMMENTARY
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Jackson State University stu-
dents Brikala Roach and Kelsei 
Scott have been selected as 
HBCU Scholars for the White 
House Initiative on Advanc-
ing Educational Equity, Excel-
lence, and Economic Opportu-
nity through Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities. The 
newly announced ninth cohort 
recognizes 86 undergraduate, 
graduate and professional stu-
dents for their academic accom-
plishments, leadership, civic en-
gagement and much more.

“I am so excited and happy to 
be chosen as an HBCU Scholar. 
It’s a blessing to be representing 
JSU. It feels great to see that my 
hard work and service do not 
go unnoticed. I hope to gain re-
sources and opportunities that I 
can bring to my school, as well 
as networking with others,” said 
Roach, a health, physical educa-
tion and recreation major with a 
3.7 GPA.

The senior says that she is also 
interested in participating in the 
various sessions offered by the 
initiative that will reintroduce 
her to STEM and business fi elds. 
“Being an HBCU scholar and 
meeting instructors and others 
in those fi elds is a great learning 
opportunity,” she said.

The HBCU scholars were 
chosen from a competitive pool 
of over 350 students. Applica-
tions also required the signature 
of their HBCU president or des-
ignated HBCU faculty, adding a 
level of prestige to this applica-
tion process.

“I feel blessed to be selected as 
a White House Initiative HBCU 
Scholar. This is a monumental 
accomplishment for me, and I 
am grateful for the opportunity 
to be a participant in this pro-
gram,” said Scott, a junior with 
a 3.3 GPA majoring in journal-
ism and media studies. “I hope 
to gain a range of experience in 
different fi elds and connect with 
other HBCU scholars during this 
time.”

Over the academic year, 
HBCU Scholars will serve as 
ambassadors of the White House 
Initiative on HBCUs. Training 
and cross-university network-
ing opportunities will be avail-
able. Scholars will also have 
the chance to work on issues 
specifi cally related to the HBCU 
community and participate in na-

tional and regional events with 
professionals from a wide range 
of disciplines.

“The HBCU Scholars an-
nounced today have dedicated 
themselves to their learning 
and exemplify the talent that 
our nation’s Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities have 
nurtured for generations,” said 
U.S. Secretary of Education 
Miguel Cardona in a release. 
“The Biden-Harris administra-
tion is committed to supporting 
these leaders, and I cannot wait 
to learn from them while they 
serve as ambassadors for the 
White House Initiative and their 
institutions.”

A key feature of the HBCU 
Scholar Program is a partnership 
with NASA to foster innovation 
and opportunity for the cohorts. 
This partnership with NASA 
makes the Minority University 
Research and Education Project 

Innovation Tech Transfer Idea 
Competition, “Mini MITTIC,” 
part of the HBCU Scholar Pro-
gram. Through the Mini MIT-
TIC program, students will 
partner in developing ideas to 
commercialize technology de-
rived from NASA intellectual 
property. Scholars will have the 
opportunity to present their IP 
ideas during the National HBCU 
Week Conference in September.

HBCU Scholars will be in-
vited to the 2022 HBCU Week 
National Annual Conference on 
September 20-23 in Washing-
ton, D.C. During the conference, 
they will participate in sessions 
designed to engage a spirit of 
entrepreneurship, innovation, 
and personal and professional 
development. Most importantly, 
scholars will have opportunities 
to engage with one another and 
showcase their individual and 
collective talent.

EDUCATION

This Juneteenth themed puzzle features 20 words related to the holiday such as emancipation, freedom, 
Texas and more. All the words can be found by searching vertically, horizontally or diagonally. 
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They say it takes a village.
This Abuelita has wisdom to 

offer. That Grandfather shares 
good secrets. An Auntie can 
teach, a Tio can show, and 
neighbors and ninongs can con-
tribute more to a baby’s life. It 
takes a village, no one should 
have to raise a child alone – and 
as in the new book “My Seven 
Black Fathers” by Will Jawa-
ndo, no child should have to 
grow up that way, either.

As the biracial child of a white 
mother and a Nigerian father, 

Will Jawando says he struggled 
to fi t in until a boy at the bas�
ketball courts befriended him. 
As with many childhood friend-
ships, the two drifted apart and 
one day, Jawando learned that 
his buddy had been killed. The 
incident still reminds him that 
compassion and grief are for-
ever interlinked.

It also, he says, “made room 
in my heart for the mentorship 
of my seven black fathers.”

Studies show that “a father in 
the home matters to his black 
son,” no matter their income or 
what their neighborhood looks 

liNe. EYen a father�fi gure worNs� 
Jawando says that he is the man 
he is today because of “the 
black men that I gained access 
to because of my mother’s job 
and where I went to school.”

His step-father, Joseph Jacob, 
gave Jawando his “Black Amer-
ican identity.” His fourth-grade 
teacher� Mr. :illiaPs ± the fi rst 
black male teacher he’d ever 
seen – tutored him on respect 
and respectability. His mother’s 
co-worker, Jay Fletcher, a gay 
man, taught Jawando that show-
ing vulnerability was necessary 
to be “whole.” Coach Wayne 

Holmes showed him how to 
succeed. Deen Sanwoola, a 
friend and mentor, gave Jawa-
ndo “perspective” on his “Ni-
gerian identity.” Barack Obama, 
with whom Jawando worked, 
showed Jawando his “birth-
mark” in his outside-of-main-
stream name. And from his own 
birth-father, once they connect-
ed again and traveled to Nigeria 
together, he found forgiveness 
and understanding.

“Now the healing could be-
gin,” Jawando said. “All it took 
was a four-thousand-mile jour-
ney together.”

Sit up and pay attention.
That’s what “My Seven Black 

Fathers” asks you to do. It ooz-
es with gratitude and grace, it 
À ashes with rePePbered anger 
and calm, and, while author 
Will Jawando tells his story, it 
asks you to pay attention.

That’s not hard to do. Jawan-
do’s childhood, which he relates 
in great detail, was like that of 
many black boys, but with a dif-
ference� seYen blacN Pen gaYe 
of their time to help form him, 
which he indicates doesn’t hap-
pen for a lot of children. And 
yet� despite its benefi ts� getting 

the mentorship was a struggle 
sometimes – a surprising point 
that surfaces but isn’t belabored, 
nor is Jawando’s reasoning for 
why this matters. Like any good 
storyteller, he tells, then lets his 
tale linger, leaving an impres-
sion you’ll come back to, time 
and again.

It shouldn’t be a surprise 
if “My Seven Black Fathers” 
might also spur you to mentor a 
kid, or to somehow get involved 
in a child’s life now or soon. In 
the meantime, this memoir on 
being a black man has a lot to 
offer.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
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W R TM-F M 100.5  F M, JA C KSO N’ S SO UL, 
R HY THM A ND  B LUES A ND  SO UTHER N 
SO UL STA TIO N PLA Y ING  MO R E 
V A R IETY , LESS TA LK A ND  THE MUSIC  
A D ULTS W A NT TO  HEA R !  

BOOK REVIEW:
MY SEVEN BLACK FATHERS
A YOUNG ACTIVIST’S MEMOIR OF RACE, FAMILY, 
AND THE MENTORS WHO MADE HIM WHOLE
BY WILL JAWANDO 
C.2022, FARRAR, STRAUS AND GIROUX
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