
Since moving to 
Jackson, Mississip-
pi fourteen months 
ago, I have had 
many more ques-

tions than answers. Then again, 
that is a big part of why I moved 
here. One question that nags at 
me regularly is centered in reli-
gion. How can a predominantly 
Christian region, squarely in-
side the Bible Belt, demonstrate 
such disdain for black people? 
It’s apparent nearly everywhere 
you turn. I love living in Jack-
son, but I don’t love racism; I 
have equal regard for all people, 
regardless of their race or eth-
nicity.

Reverend Cary Stockett, se-
nior pastor at Galloway United 
Methodist Church, 305 North 
Congress Street, agreed to sit 
down with me for a discussion. 
He was gracious with his time, 
sincere, and very informative. 
Apparently, he too enjoyed our 
conversation, suggesting that 

sometime in the future “we 
should sit down and eat grocer-
ies together.” 

On Galloway’s website, un-
der the name of the church, is a 
banner that reads – We are his 
Hands and Feet in Downtown 
Jackson and beyond. I really 
felt that sentiment as we made 
our way through nearly ninety 
minutes of questions, answers, 
acknowledgements and some 
diffi cult content.

In explaining his core beliefs 
about racial issues, he stated 
that he grew up near Crystal 
Springs, Mississippi in a home 
where use of the N-word would 
get you in more trouble than us-
ing profanity. It simply was not 
permitted. “In a place, in a state, 
where the N-word fell off peo-
ple’s lips as easily as John 3:16, 
that made a mark on me.”

He confi ded that in his early 
50’s things really changed for 
him, and he ended up having 
questions that he couldn’t an-
swer, “And experiences with 
people that I just didn’t have a 

fi le folder for.” He spoke about 
homosexuality, and that he had 
always been opposed to loosen-
ing of any of those prohibitions, 
but then he began to meet gay 
Christians who had a walk with 
Christ that could not be denied. 
He mentioned a woman at a 
church he used to pastor, and 
he knew her well, and knew she 
was lesbian, “but when I looked 
out there where she sat on Sun-
day mornings – she glowed.” 
That experience led to him 
changing his position.

Despite some people down-
town complaining, Galloway 
feeds the homeless four morn-
ings per week. “It’s a morning 
meal, but not really a breakfast. 
Its protein-loaded because we 
know that may be the only meal 
they get that day. On Tuesdays 
they feed at St. Andrews, so we 
feel like our sisters and brothers 
in the homeless community are 
covered on those days.”

Eventually in our discussion, I 
shared that what I struggle with 
most is the gross contradiction 

of people who put themselves 
out there as Christians yet be-
have in ways that are diametri-
cally opposed to the most basic 
principles of Christianity – and 
the overt and covert resistance 
to any form of advancement of 
people who are not European-
Americans and especially black 
people, while clinging to the 
moniker of Christian. 

When asked for his thoughts, 
he shared that we have a lot of 
unreconstructed confederates, 
and that in the Deep South peo-
ple drank the Kool-Aid of lost 
cause mythology and the lies of 
why the Civil War was fought 
and don’t want to accept that it 
was all wrapped up in slavery. 
He added, “We are convinced, 
here in the Bible Belt, that be-
cause we are the most church-
attending place, we are con-
vinced that our Christianity is 
thee Christianity.” 

A concept that seemed to fall 
out of our dialogue was that for 

Distraught families gath-
ered at a local civic center 
and turned to social media to 
mourn and to make desperate 
pleas for help fi nding missing 
children as the death toll in 
a gruesome school shooting 
at a Texas elementary school 
rose to at least 19 students. 
Authorities said the gunman 
also killed two adults.

By nightfall, names of 
those killed during Tuesday’s 
attack at Robb Elementary 
School in the town of Uvalde 
began to emerge. One man at 
the civic center walked away 
sobbing into his phone “she 
is gone.” On the backside of 
the building, a woman stood 

by herself, alternately crying 
and yelling into her phone, 
shaking her fi st and stamping 
her feet.

Manny Renfro said he got 
word Tuesday that his grand-
son, 8-year-old Uziyah Gar-
cia, was among those killed.

“The sweetest little boy 
that I’ve ever known,” Renfro 
said. “I’m not just saying that 
because he was my grand-
kid.”

Renfro said Uziyah last vis-
ited him in San Angelo during 
spring break.

“We started throwing the 
football together and I was 
teaching him pass patterns. 
Such a fast little boy and he 
could catch a ball so good,” 
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National Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association (NNPA) 
President and CEO Benjamin 
F. Chavis Jr., helped to eulo-
gize the Challenger Commu-
nity News journalist Katherine
Massey in Buffalo Monday,
May 23, telling the gathering
at Pilgrim Baptist Church that
the 72-year-old fought for free-
dom, justice and equality.

Like the Buffalo Criterion, 
the Challenger Community 
News counts among the more 
than 230 African-American 
newspapers and media com-
panies that comprise the Black 
Press of America. A trade as-
sociation, the NNPA represents 
the Black Press of America.

“I am here to celebrate the 
life of a freedom fi ghting sister, 
a courageous black woman,” 
Chavis declared during a fi ve-
minute speech that earned mul-
tiple standing ovations from 
mourners and others, including 
Mayor Byron Brown.

“The question now is what 
are we going to do in our an-
ger, in our pain? We should 
learn from Katherine Massey 
… this African queen,” Chavis 
demanded. “It’s in our tradition 
that when one is taken from 
us to pay our respects. But the 
greatest way we can pay our 
respects to Katherine Massey 
is to keep her spirit alive, keep 
her journalism alive.”

The city’s fi rst African-
American and longest serving 
mayor, Brown called Massey 
a strong and proud black 
woman.“She was profi cient 
in her history, profi cient in 
her culture and a lover of all 
people,” Brown declared. “She 

was a constant presence in our 
community. A warm and wel-
coming spirit who had a beau-
tiful and brilliant smile that 
could light up the atmosphere, 
cut through every confl ict, and 
warm your heart.”

Brown said Massey attended 
every event meant to uplift and 
improve the city and its neigh-
borhoods.

“She was called a Queen 
Mother of Cherry Street, but 
more than that, she was like a 
governor. She was the Queen 
Mother of this community,” 
Brown remarked.

“Katherine Massey was a 
leader who led with warmth 
and intelligence and the power 
of her pen,” he stated.

Massey counted among the 

10 African Americans killed on 
May 14, when self-proclaimed 
white supremacist Payton 
Gendron donned body armor, 
entered the Tops Supermar-
ket with an assault rifl e, and 
opened fi re. Three others were 
injured in the terror attack.

Authorities are holding Gen-

Pastor Cary Stockett, Galloway United Methodist Church
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Katherine Massey counted among the 10 African Americans killed on May 14, when self-proclaimed white 
supremacist Payton Gendron donned body armor, entered the Tops Supermarket with an assault rifl e, and 
opened fi re.
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Black Press journalist murdered
in hateful attack; eulogized as ‘Queen 

Mother,’ ‘Community Mayor’

This photo provided by Manny Renfro shows his grandson, Uziyah 
Garcia, while on spring break in San Angelo, Texas. The 8-year-old 
was among those killed in Tuesday’s shooting at Robb Elementary 
School on May24, in Uvalde, Texas. MANNY RENFRO VIA AP



R e s t o r a t i o n  Co m m u n i t y  
Ch u r c h  P a s t o r  J o s e p h  W h i t e  
s p o n s o r e d  t h e  d a y - l o n g  e v e n t  a t  
t h e  G a r a y w a  Co n f e r e n c e  Ce n -
t e r ,  3 1 2  G a r a y w a  R o a d  i n  Cl i n -
t o n   Sa t u r d a y ,  M a y  2 1 .  T h e  e v e n t  
o p e n e d  w i t h  a  w e l c o m e  m e s s a g e  
f r o m  M i n i s t e r  De n n i s  Ay e r s ,  f o l -
l o w e d  w i t h  p r a y e r  l e d  b y  M i n i s t e r  
An d r e w  Di n k i n s .

P a s t o r  W h i t e ,  s p e a k i n g  a b o u t  
t h e  t r o u b l e s  i n  J a c k s o n  a n d  e s p e -
c i a l l y  t h e  c r i m e ,  r e m i n d e d  t h e  a p -
p r o x i m a t e l y  s i x t y  a t t e n d e e s  o f  t h e  
w o r d s  o f  Dr .  M a r t i n  Lu t h e r  K i n g ,  
J r . ,  “ T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  
t h e  t r i u m p h  o f  e v i l  i s  f o r  g o o d  
m e n  t o  d o  n o t h i n g . ”  

H e  m a d e  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  h i s  h e a r t  
w i l l  j u s t  n o t  a l l o w  J a c k s o n  t o  
i m p l o d e .  H i s  s t a t e d  g o a l  f o r  t h e  
c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  o p -
p o r t u n i t y  f o r  u s  t o  l i s t e n  t o  o n e  
a n o t h e r  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e l y  w o r k  
w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  t o  b r i n g  o u t  t h e  
b e s t  i n  t e r m s  o f  s o l u t i o n s  i n  t r y i n g  
t o  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e .

J a c k s o n  P o l i c e  Ch i e f  J a m e s  
Da v i s  t o o k  t h e  s t a g e  t o  r e s o u n d -
i n g  a p p l a u s e  a n d  d e l i v e r e d  a  
t a l k  f o c u s i n g  o n  c r i m e  a n d  j u s -
t i c e  –  t h e  p r o b l e m  a n d  t h e  s o l u -
t i o n .  H e  s h a r e d  t h a t  h e  r e c e n t l y  
a t t e n d e d  a n  FB I c o n f e r e n c e  i n  
V i r g i n i a  a n d  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  w i t h  
n o  e x c e p t i o n s ,  e v e r y  c a p i t o l  c i t y  
a c r o s s  Am e r i c a  i s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
t h e  s a m e  i s s u e s  a s  J a c k s o n .  B o r -
r o w i n g  o f t e n  f r o m  s c r i p t u r e ,  h e  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t o o  m a n y  
m e n  a s l e e p .  

H e  s h a r e d  s t o r i e s  o f  i n t e r a c t i n g  
w i t h  J a c k s o n  y o u t h ,  o f t e n  t i m e s  
t h o s e  w h o  a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  c r i m i -
n a l  a c t i v i t y ,  a n d  h a v i n g  t h e m  s o b  
o n  h i s  s h o u l d e r  o n c e  h e  t o l d  t h e m  
t h e y  w e r e  b e t t e r  t h a n  w h a t  t h e y  

w e r e  d o i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  l i v e s .
H e  a s k e d  p e o p l e  t o  i m a g i n e  i f  

p a s t o r s  w e n t  o u t  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  a n d  
o w n e d  t h e i r  b l o c k s .  H e  b e l i e v e s  
t h a t  t h e i r  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  w o u l d  
f o l l o w  t h e m .  H e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  r o o t  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m  i n  J a c k -
s o n  i s  t h e  p e o p l e  –  w h o  i s  g e t t i n g  
t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  p e o p l e ?  H e  a s k e d  
a t t e n d e e s  t o  g o  b a c k  t o  t h e i r  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a n d  g e t  i n v o l v e d  
a n d  t o  p r a y .

H e  e n c o u r a g e d  a t t e n d e e s  t o  
s e e k  o u t  y o u n g  p e o p l e  a n d  s h o w  
t h e i r  h e a r t s .  “ K i d s  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  
r e a l ,  l o o k i n g  f o r  l o v e ,  t h a t ’ s  a l l  
t h e y  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r , ”  Da v i s  s a i d .

H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h e r e  a r e  3  C’ s  i n  
t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  –  c o p s ,  
c o u r t s  a n d  c o r r e c t i o n s  a n d  t h a t  i f  
a n y  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  a r e  b r o k e n ,  w e  
h a v e  a  p r o b l e m .  If  t h e  c r i m i n a l  
j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  i s  n o t  w o r k i n g ,  
t h e r e  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  s t r e e t  j u s t i c e .

J e s s i c a  Fr a z i e r ,  f o u n d e r  o f  
M O M S ( M o t h e r s  o f  M u r d e r e d  
So n s ) ,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s h e  n o w  h a s  
1 5 2  w o m e n  i n  h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
a n d  t h e y  s u p p o r t  e a c h  o t h e r .  “ Ev -
e r y b o d y  c a n  s a y  t h e y  u n d e r s t a n d ,  
b u t  u n t i l  y o u  a r e  i n  o u r  s i t u a t i o n  
y o u  d o  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d . ”  

Sh e  h a s  s t a r t e d  a  2 4 - h o u r  p h o n e  

l i n e  f o r  w o m e n  w h e n  t h e y  n e e d  
t o  t a l k ,  a n d  s h e  h a s  t h e  h e l p  o f  a  
c o u n s e l o r  w h o  p r o v i d e s  s e r v i c e s  
p r o  b o n o .  Sh e  w a n t s  t o  b r i n g  
a w a r e n e s s  t o  g u n  v i o l e n c e  a n d  
p u t s  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  m u r d e r e d  
s o n s  o n  b i l l b o a r d s .  “ T h e y  n e e d  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  w h e n  t h e y  m u r -
d e r  t h e  s o n  t h e y  a r e  m u r d e r i n g  t h e  
m o t h e r ,  t o o . ” .   

Sh e  c u r r e n t l y  h a s  e i g h t  b i l l -
b o a r d s  t h r o u g h o u t  M i s s i s s i p p i .  
Sh e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  8 0 %  o f  t h e  
y o u n g  m e n  t h a t  a r e  d o i n g  t h e s e  
c r i m e s  a r e  r e p e a t  o f f e n d e r s ,  a n d  
t h a t  9 0 %  o f  t h e  f a c e s  y o u  s e e  o n  
t h e  b i l l b o a r d s  h a v e  a b s e n t e e  f a -
t h e r s .

Sh e  b e l i e v e s  t h e  b i l l b o a r d s  a l s o  
ee  olice o fi cers on their toes 

b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  t o  r i d e  b y  t h e m  
e v e r y  d a y  a n d  s e e  w h a t  i s  h a p p e n -
i n g  t o  p e o p l e  t h a t  l o o k  j u s t  l i k e  
t h e m .

Sh e  s t r e s s e d  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y .  
“ W h e n  y o u  k n o w  y o u r  s o n  h a s  a  
b i g  g u n  i n  t h e  h o u s e ,  t e l l  t h e  p o -
l i c e . ”

Fe l i c i a  M a r s h a l l ,  f o u n d e r  o f  
G r a n t  M e  J u s t i c e ,  w h o  l o s t  h e r  
d a u g h t e r  Al e x i a  t o  g u n  v i o l e n c e  
–  t h e  1 4 t h  m u r d e r  i n  J a c k s o n  i n  
2 0 1 7 .  Sh e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  n a m e  

G r a n t  M e  J u s t i c e  c o m e s  f r o m  
Lu k e  1 8 : 1 - 8 .  Sh e  w e n t  o n  t o  r a i s e  
h e r  t h e n  3 - y e a r  o l d  g r a n d d a u g h -
t e r .

“ T h e  m a i n  t h i n g  t h a t  G r a n t  M e  
J u s t i c e  d o e s  i s  t o  l o v e  o n  f a m i l i e s  
t h a t  h a v e  l o s t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  v i o -
l e n c e ,  a n d  w e  d o  i t  i n  t h r e e  w a y s :  
1 )  w e  d o c u m e n t  t h e i r  s t o r y ,  2 )  w e  
p r o v i d e  t a n g i b l e  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  o u r  
f a m i l i e s ,  a n d ,  3 )  w e  h a v e  p a r t n e r -
s h i p s  w i t h  R T S ( R e f o r m e d  T h e o -
l o g i c a l  Se m i n a r y )  h e r e  i n  Cl i n t o n  
f o r  c o u n s e l i n g ,  R e d e e m e r  Ch u r c h  
o n  N o r t h s i d e  Dr i v e  a n d  M u s e e  
B a t h  ( h a n d m a d e  b a t h  b a l m s )  i n  
M a d i s o n  Co u n t y . ”

“ It ’ s  n o t  J P D’ s  f a u l t .  It ’ s  n o t  
Ch o k w e ’ s  f a u l t .  It ’ s  h a p p e n i n g  o n  
o u r  w a t c h  a n d  t h e  s a d d e s t  t h i n g  
a b o u t  i t  i s  t h e r e  i s  a  c h u r c h  o n  e v -
e r y  c o r n e r  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  b e c o m e  
c o m f o r t a b l e .  T h e y  s a y  t h e y  h a v e  
o u t r e a c h ,  b u t  t h e n  w e  e x p e c t  t h e m  
t o  c o m e  i n .  O u t  m e a n s  o u t . ”

J u s t i c e  Co u r t  J u d g e  K e n n e t h  
Le w i s  s p o k e  a b o u t  a d m i n i s t e r -
i n g  j u s t i c e .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  b e i n g  
a  j u d g e  i s  w h a t  h e  d o e s  b u t  b e i n g  
a  m a n  o f  G o d  i s  w h o  h e  i s .  H e  
a s k e d  p e o p l e  w h o  v o t e d  t o  r a i s e  
t h e i r  h a n d s ,  a n d  s t a t e ,  “ It  i s  u s  
w h o  a r e  n o t  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  p e o p l e  

w e  e l e c t  t o  s e e  w h a t  t y p e  o f  c h a r -
a c t e r  t h e y  h a v e .  A l o t  o f  t i m e s  
t h e y  d o n ’ t  h a v e  c h a r a c t e r ,  t h e y  
a r e  c h a r a c t e r s .  T h e y  d o n ’ t  h a v e  
c a n d i d a t e s ,  t h e y  a r e  c a n d i d a t e s .  
T h e i r  p l a t f o r m s  d i d n ’ t  m a k e  t h e m  
a  f o o l ,  t h e y  w e r e  f o o l s  b e f o r e  t h e y  
g o t  i n  t h e r e . ”  H e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  
h a s  s e e n  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  
a n d  w e n t  o n  t o  i l l u m i n a t e  m a n y  
e am les o  ine fi ciency. e 
s t a t e d  t h a t  w e  n e e d  t o  s t o p  p o i n t -
ing fi ngers and reali e that it s the 
w h o l e  p r o c e s s  t h a t  i s  f a u l t y .

V i n c e  G o r d o n ,  f o u n d e r  o f  
P r o v e  ‘ Em  W r o n g  ( P EW ) ,  i s  r e -
s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s i g n s  p o s t e d  
a r o u n d  J a c k s o n  s t a t i n g  –  If  B l a c k  
Li v e s  M a t t e r  T h e n  W h y  Ar e  W e  
St i l l  K i l l i n g  Ea c h  O t h e r .

H e  g r e w  u p  i n  So u t h  Ce n -
t r a l  Lo s  An g e l e s  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y  
m o v e d  t o  J a c k s o n  o u t  o f  c o n c e r n  
or his brother s a fi liation with 

g a n g s .  H e  h a s  w o r k e d  w i t h  Y o u n g  
Li f e  i n  i n n e r - c i t y  J a c k s o n  f o r  a l -
m o s t  2 5  y e a r s .

T h r o u g h  a  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  
a  m e m b e r  o f  a  w e e k l y  p r a y e r  
g r o u p ,  a  t e l e p h o n e  c a l l  w a s  m a d e  
t o  La m a r  Ad v e r t i s i n g  Co m p a n y ,  
a n d  s o o n  a  b i l l b o a r d  w a s  p r o v i d -
e d  t o  P EW .  H e  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r -

a g e d  t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  a n y  m a n  
i n  a  c h i l d ’ s  l i f e  –  “ b a c k  o f f  a n d  l e t  
h i m  h e l p  t h a t  c h i l d . ”

H e  o f f e r e d  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h  i s  
m e s s i n g  u p ,  a n d  m e s s i n g  u p  o n  
s o  m a n y  f r o n t s .  “ T h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  
n e e d s  t o  b e  c i t y - w i d e ,  n e e d s  t o  
b e  i n  e v e r y  s c h o o l ,  e v e r y  s p e a k e r  
t h a t  g o t  u p  h e r e  n e e d s  t o  b e  t o -
g e t h e r  o n  a  m o b i l e  c o l l e c t i v e  a n d  
g o  i n t o  t h e s e  s c h o o l s . ”

The Mississippi Link c a u g h t  u p  
w i t h  P a s t o r  J o s e p h  W h i t e  a t  t h e  
l u n c h  b r e a k  a n d  a s k e d  w h a t  h i s  
i m p r e s s i o n s  a r e  s o  f a r  i n  t h e  c o n -
erence and i  he is satisfi ed with 

t h e  e v e n t .  “ I w o u l d  h a v e  l i k e d  t o  
h a v e  h a d  a  s t r o n g e r  a t t e n d a n c e  
b u t  t h e  e n t h u s i a s m  a n d  i n s i g h t  
a n d  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  a p p r e c i a t i n g  
t h e  n e e d  f o r  G o d  i s  h e r e  a n d  i t ’ s  
strong and m e tremely satisfi ed 
w i t h  t h a t . ”

Fl o w e r s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  
m o t h e r s ’  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  b y  t h e  
M e n  W h o  Ca r e  Ab o u t  J a c k s o n  
c o m m i t t e e .  A f u l l  h o t  l u n c h  w a s  
p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  a t t e n d e e s .  

Contact Minister Dennis Ayers 
at 601 951-1020 if you have any 
questions or want to get involved 
with Men Who Care About Jack-
son.
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‘Men Who Care About Jackson’ 2022 Conference

Pastor Joseph White, Restoration 
Community Church PHOTOS BY CHRIS YOUNG Entrance to  Confernece CenterJudge Kenneth Lewis speaking to a group of listeners

By Chris Young  
Contributing Writer



dron without bail, and the 18-year-
old faces 10 counts of murder and 
several other charges.

According to an online obituary, 
Massey was the daughter of Robert 
and Kate Massey.

She leaves behind a sister, Bar-
bara Mapps, and brother, Warren 
Massey.

“A friend of mine, James Bald-
win, used to tell me, ‘Ben, the pen 
in mightier than the sword,’” Cha-
vis asserted. “Who is going to pick 
up Katherine Massey’s sword? Who 
is going to write the truth? We’ve 
come through a lot as a people. Not 

only does Buffalo need a healing, 
but America needs a healing.”

Pilgrim Baptist Church Pastor 
Frank Bostic joined Chavis and 
Brown and each pledged to discuss 
the future of Buffalo at a private 
meeting.

“On behalf of Kat Massey, and 
all those precious lives we lost in 
this hateful attack, we will build 
better,” Brown asserted. “We will 
build stronger, and we will show the 
world that there is no place for evil 
like this. There is no place for hate 
like this. We owe it to the life and 
legacy of Kat Massey.”

many Bible Belt Christians, so long as 
you pray the prayer and ask Jesus into 
your heart, so you won’t go to hell, then 
you can do as you please, because that is 
what’s most important. A seeming belief 
system so strong it provides insulation 
from any wrongdoings such as hatred 
and oppression. And in some ways, even 
worse, ignores the gospel.

Against the backdrop of Christians 
behaving in an un-Christian manner to-
ward their fellow man, I asked if there 
are ever days when he feels like change 
truly is possible. Reverend Stockett, who 
insisted I call him Cary, didn’t pause for 
a second before answering that he did. 

A student of history, he believes a 
stronger black voting block will be a key 
to turning things around. “I feel like Af-
rican Americans, especially here in the 
South, feel such a discouragement or 
else a disenfranchisement that they are 
not voting. Redistricting can neutralize a 
black vote, and God forgive us, I think 
that still goes on.” 

Still, he believes that we are getting 
more blac  elected o fi cials and they 
are being heard more. As an example, 
he mentioned the Senate vote on CRT in 
the last legislative session and the entire 
black delegation getting up and walking 
out, and that action was heard by many. 
He also mentioned the importance of 
bridge-groups, like the Mississippi Hu-
manities ouncil, that can fi nd ways to 
reach out to people with open minds. He 
summarized that “there are many dispa-
rate in  uences that  am ho ing in, and 
plus my own prayers – God want’s this 
to be better than it is – that can’t happen 
without our active participation and par-
ticipation with each other.”

This discussion was heartening for me. 
There are in  uential eo le in ac son, 
like Cary Stockett, who do see things the 
way they really are and are trying to do 
something about it. I’d sit down and eat 
groceries with him on any day.

Lastly, I should mention that I reached 
out to fi ve white astors o  rominent 
churches in Jackson. Despite emails 
and multiple telephone calls, Reverend 
Stockett was the only one who respond-
ed.

Renfro said. “There were certain plays that I 
would call that he would remember and he would 
do it exactly like we practiced.”

Fourth-grade teacher Eva Mireles, 44, was re-
membered as a loving mother and wife.

he was adventurous.  would defi nitely say 
those wonder ul things about her. he is defi 
nitely going to be very missed,” said 34-year-old 
relative Amber Ybarra, of San Antonio.

Ybarra prepared to give blood for the wounded 
and pondered how no one noticed trouble with 
the shooter in time to stop him.

“To me, it’s more about raising mental health 
awareness,” said Ybarra, a wellness coach who 
attended the elementary school where the shoot-
ing happened. “Someone could possibly have 
seen a dramatic change before something like 
this happened.”

Lisa Garza, 54, of Arlington, Texas, mourned 
the death of her cousin, Xavier Javier Lopez, 
who had been eagerly awaiting a summer of 
swimming.

“He was just a loving 10-year-old little boy, 
just enjoying life, not knowing that this tragedy 
was going to happen today,” she said. “He was 

very bubbly, loved to dance with his brothers, his 
mom. This has just taken a toll on all of us.”

She also lamented what she described as lax 
gun laws.

“We should have more restrictions, especially 
if these kids are not in their right state of mind 
and all they want to do is just hurt people, es-
pecially innocent children going to the schools,” 
Garza said.

On social media, pictures of smiling children 
were posted, their families begging for informa-
tion. Classes had been winding down for the year 
and each school day had a theme. Tuesday’s was 
Footloose and Fancy. Students were supposed to 
wear a nice outfi t with un or ancy shoes.

Adolfo Cruz, a 69-year-old air conditioning 
repairman, remained outside the school Tuesday 
night, waiting for word about his 10-year-old 
great-granddaughter, Eliajha Cruz Torres, whose 
whereabouts remained unknown to family.

Cruz drove to the scene after receiving a tear-
ful and terrifying call from his daughter shortly 
a ter the fi rst re orts that an year old gunman 
had o ened fi re at the school. hile he waited 
outside the school Tuesday night, his family was 

at the hospital and civic center waiting for any 
potential word on her condition.

Çruz called the waiting the heaviest moment 
of his life.

“I hope she is alive,” Cruz said. “They are 
waiting for an update.”

Federico Torres waited for news about his 
10-year-old son Rogelio. He told KHOU-TV that 
he was at work when he learned about the shoot-
ing and rushed to the school.

“They sent us to the hospital, to the civic cen-
ter, to the hospital and here again, nothing, not 
even in San Antonio,” Torres said. “They don’t 
tell us anything, only a photo, wait, hope that ev-
erything is well.”

Torres said he was praying that “my son is 
found safe ... Please if you know anything, let 
us know.”

Hillcrest Memorial Funeral Home, which is 
located across the street from Robb Elementary 
School, said in a Facebook post on Tuesday eve-
ning that it would be assisting families of the 
shooting victims with no cost for funerals.

H ollingsworth reported from  Mission, K ansas. 
Jam ie St engle contributed from  Dallas.

Rob b
Continued from page 1

Massey
Continued from page 1

Pastor
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NNPA President and CEO Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr., and Buffalo Mayor 
Byron Brown, share a moment before the funeral of The Challenger 
Community News Journalist Katherine Massey/NNPA
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The College Hill Church 
family held its’ baccalaureate 
service and graduation celebra-
tion Sunday, May 2 2  at 10 a.m. 
High school graduates, college/
university graduates and golden 
year graduates from various 
schools were recognized and 
honored.

Music was provided by the 
Jim Hill High School Choir led 
by the Johnson &  Johnson Duo, 
namely Thomas Johnson, saxo-
phonist and his mother Marietta 
Johnson, pianist.

The graduates marched from 
the foyer into the sanctuary to 
the music of “Pomp and Cir-
cumstance.” Some marched in 
wearing their graduation robes, 

others wore just their graduation 
stoles, some their honor cords of 
achievements, while all marched 
in wearing great big smiles. 

The opening scripture was 
read by high school graduate 
Chloe Nash, opening prayer by 
high school graduate Ashley 
Knight, and the offertory prayer 
was given by Treasure Fisher, 
graduate of Ole Miss.

Terrence Hill, principal at 
Green Elementary School, prior 
to recognizing the graduates for 
their achievements and sharing 
their future plans, congratulated 
them on their achievement and 
stated he knew getting to this 
point included hard work, long 
nights and early mornings. He 
said they may have thought they 
wouldn’t make it so many times, 

but they did.
Lanae Williams, on behalf 

of the high school graduates, 
thanked the church family, edu-
cators, friends, relatives and par-
ents for seeing them through  

Scholarship awards in the 
name of the late Pastor Rev. R. E. 
Willis were presented to Chloe 
Nash, 1st place, Ashley Knight 
and Lanae Williams tied for 2 nd 
place. Ke’von Harris, was the re-
cipient of a book stipend.

College Hill pastor Rev. 
Chaucy L. Jordan Sr. congratu-
lated all of his member gradu-
ates and spoke on the subject, 
“Unchartered Waters into New 
Territory.”

College Hill had a total of 2 5 
graduates, several of whom were 
not able to attend the service.

Those able to attend the ser-
vice included High school gradu-
ates:  Ke’Von Harris, Terry High 
School;  Ashley Knight, German-
town High School;  Chloe Nash, 
Terry High School;  Jamari Tate, 
Terry High School and Lanae 
Williams, Clinton High School.

College/ University graduates 
included Emily Amos, Jackson 
State University, Tara Amos, 
Jackson State University, Rosie 
Davis, Hinds Community Col-
lege, Treasure Fisher, University 
of Mississippi, John P. Higgins 
II, Jackson State University, Nia 
Hodges, Jackson State Univer-
sity, Jasmine Peoples, Southern 
Arkansas University and Dem-
osthenes “DJ” Jones, Alabama 
State University.

Also present were Golden 

Diploma recipients Beverly 
Barnes, Audrey Green and Rob-
ert Green, each from the class of 
197 2 , Jackson State University. 

After the service, the gradu-
ates were given a reception in the 
College Hill Family Life Center.

Hinds Community College, 
Magna Cum Laude graduate 
Rosie Davis told The Mississippi 
Link she had been trying to go 
back to school since 1993. Hav-
ing wor ed in the child care fi eld 
at St. Dominic’s Hospital for 
over 30 years, she is very proud 
of her associate degree in Early 
Childhood Educational Technol-
ogy.

Her youngest son, Forrest, 
also graduated from Hinds but 
was not able to attend the service 
because he relocated to Florida 

having been hired by Fed-Ex.  
When asked, “What now?” 

she responded “I’m looking for-
ward to a sunny retirement.”

Davis is also looking forward 
to becoming a new grandmother 
in August. Her oldest son Bran-
don, who also lives in Florida, is 
e ecting his fi rst child.

When asked what advice she 
would give young high school 
graduates she said, “Please go 
to college right after high school 
so you won’t miss out on things 
grown folks aren’t able to partic-
ipate in because life gets in their 
way.” 

Davis laughed and said she 
would also tell high school grad-
uates to pursue a degree while 
they are young and the brain is 
still working well.

Baccalaureate service and graduation 
celebration at College Hill Baptist Church                                       

By Jackie Hampton
P ubl is h er

PHOTOS BY JACKIE HAMPTON
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A Mississippi school district has ap-
proved a $ 5,000 incentive to help recruit 
teachers.

Natchez-Adams School District will pay 
some teachers in areas of “critical need’’ 
a $ 5,000 sign-on bonus to come work for 
them following a unanimous vote of the 
Board of Trustees Tuesday.

The bonus is s ecifi c to nglish, math
ematics and science teachers and will be 
issued “based on funding availability,’’ 
Deputy Superintendent Z andra McDonald 
Green said, The Natchez Democrat re-
ported. It would be in addition to a historic 
teacher pay raise that legislators passed at 
the state level.

The district’s biggest area of need is math 
teachers in sixth through 12 th grade, Super-
intendent Fred Butcher said.

ith  vacancies or certifi ed teachers, 
he added, “We’re in better shape than we 
were this time last year.’’

However, the Mississippi Department of 
Education has said the district would lose 
its accreditation if no changes to its staff-
ing were made, said Cassandra Tennessee, 
the district’s assistant supervisor of Human 
Resources.

One reason the district had been cited 
is the school accreditation guidelines were 
relaxed during the pandemic and teachers 
were moved around to accommodate class-
room changes to keep students safe. Conse-

q uentially, some teachers are now teaching 
multiple classes outside of their areas of cer-
tifi cation, utcher said.

The district needs to correct those non-
com liant defi ciencies or they will be ut on 
probation when the new school year starts 
in the fall, Tennessee said.

“In order to keep the district on the ac-
creditation status that we are now in good 
standing, MDE is allowing districts an op-
portunity to clear these areas by submit-
ting a corrective action lan to the o fi ce o  
teaching and reading by June 3,” she said

hallenges with certifi ed teacher short
ages are not new to the district because of 
the pandemic. The district faced similar 
roblems with sta fi ng in , utcher 

said.
t s very di fi cult to fi nd certifi ed teach

ers,’’ he said, adding another problem the 
district faces is teacher retention.

School administrators have helped many 
non certifi ed teachers until they become 
certifi ed. owever, when they do become 
certifi ed, they move away to another school 
district, Butcher said. The bonus the board 
approved Tuesday is one method to address 
that problem.

In other matters, the board also unani-
mously extended Butcher’s contract for 
another year at the same salary of $ 10,500 
per month. Attorney Bruce Kuehnle said 
Butcher’s previous contract would have ex-
pired on July 1.

Gilbert Mason Jr., who grew up in the 
civil rights movement and became a physi-
cian and a black and civil rights historian, 
has died at age 68.

Mason died Wednesday and funeral ar-
rangements were not yet complete, accord-
ing to nfi nity uneral ome in ilo i.

Mason was 5 years old in 1959, when 
he watched his father, Gilbert Mason Sr., 
lead ilo i s fi rst wade in to desegregate 
beaches, the Sun Herald reported. And his 
name was on the 197 1 lawsuit that made 

ilo i schools the state s fi rst to integrate.
Like his father, Mason became a phy-

sician who served poor people. His prac-
tice was in the New Orleans area but he 
returned to Biloxi when his father became 
ill.

The elder Mason died in 2 006. The son 
spent his last years documenting civil 
rights and Black History and his father’s 
accomplishments, the newspaper reported.

Father and son both had photographic 
memories, said Clemon Jimerson Sr.

He said the younger Mason’s memories 
helped to document the history of scouting 
on the Mississippi Coast, the music history 
of Biloxi and other areas for the Missis-
sippi Blues Trail, the integration of Coast 
schools and the preservation of Nichols 
Elementary, the historically black school 
in East Biloxi.

He also organized annual wade-in an-

niversary observances, said Allytra Per-
ryman, former program director at East 
Biloxi Community Collaborative and now 
lead organi er or a non rofi t wor ing to 
improve conditions for restaurant workers 
in Mississippi.

“He was a phenomenal historian who 
could recall details and knew exactly how 
to connect the dots,’’ she said, and what 
people were involved. “Recounting that 
history has just been priceless.’’

Mason was involved in getting a wade-
in mural painted on Main Street and a 
historical marker, which was dedicated in 
2 02 0, on the beach.

Biloxi did not integrate 2 6 miles ( 42 
kilometers)  of public beaches until 1968. 
Wade-ins in 1959 and 1960 included one 
during which a white mob attacked 12 5 
nonviolent demonstrators and riots fol-
lowed. Two black men died.

Hours before the scheduled start 
time, people arrive in their vehicles 
to a Pontotoc plot for the second 
most revered Sunday tradition after 
church:  the weekly horse show.

Horse neighs punctuate the festi-
val-like atmosphere as riders saun-
ter to the blue registration tent. It’s 
a jovial heat, where people set up 
chairs under tents and women hold 
umbrellas to block the sun. Loud 
music and the scent of food on the 
grill fi ll the air as ans fi nd s ots 
around the ring, sectioned by red 
dirt and yellow rope.

That day’s host is A Step Above 
Horse Riding Club, one of the sev-
eral all-black riding clubs peppered 
throughout Northeast Mississippi. 
It’s horse business for them, but it’s 
really an opportunity to meet other 
people and have a good time, said 
Darnell Wright, who owns a stable 
in Verona.

“This is something we love to do. 
Most of us, we ride a horse before 
we ride anything else,’’ Wright said. 
“It keeps us connected.’’

Black cowboys are deeply en-
trenched in Northeast Mississippi. 
From the beginning of April to the 
end of October, different clubs host 
their own horse shows across the re-
gion. Shows are typically held every 
Sunday, weather permitting. Horse 
shows, trail rides and banq uets 
are how they create a space that is 
uniq uely black and southern, form-
ing a community that they hope ex-
ists far beyond them.

Many of today’s riders grew up 
around horses or going to horse 
shows in their youth.

Unshay Randle, 45, remembers 
his dad, William Randle, hosting 
horse shows right by their house. 
The best, however, are the trail 
rides. It’s where everyone comes to 
mingle and does good-natured rib-
bing.

Some use the trail rides to train, 
but for Randle, it’s simply a way 
to unwind. Randle is a Chickasaw 
County elected constable, sheriff’s 
deputy, veteran, part-time brick-
layer and owner of Randle’s Body 
Repair.

“I do police work, so I’m always 
uptight,’’ he said. “I’ve got to do 
this, got to do that, but when I get on 
the trail ride, it’s like I can relax.’’

Trail rides are held a couple times 
a year when the weather cools. 
There’s no telling who or what will 
show up to these events:  horses, car-
riages, trucks, kids on go-karts and 
4-wheelers, and tractors to pull hay-
rides.

Randle began riding when he was 
8 or 9 years old, and he now com-
petes in and hosts his own horse 
shows. Often, clubs can form from 
friends riding horses together. If 
there are enough of them, they might 
start their own club, or newcomers 
may join an established club.

Many smaller clubs came togeth-
er under the umbrella of a larger 
group, Northeast Mississippi Rid-
ers, of which Randle is president. 
There’s a stipulation:  to join, mem-

bers have to ride with the club for 
two years on probation before the 
club will vote them in. That policy 
was put in place to separate the 
committed riders from the casual, 
Randle said.

A group of younger riders in their 
2 0s formed Ghetto Cowboys, and 
gave Randle a shirt because they as-
sociate with him. On the corner of 
each is a cowboy hat and boots with 
wings, and the name “LL Cutter,’’ 
aka Willie C. Franklin. The club, 
where two of his sons are members, 
all got shirts in Franklin’s memory 
after his death last year.

n the last our or fi ve years, the 
community has lost several really 
dynamic cowboys. The community 
feels each loss deeply.

“When you get through it, it’s just 
a big family,’’ Randle said.

Most years, the group will host an 
awards banq uet – basically a cow-
boy party celebrating doing shows 
and working all year. It’s a way to 
celebrate their community and their 
love of riding.

Throughout her childhood and 
into adulthood, Shantes Pegues has 
attended horse shows and helped 
with chores.

“I had to feed horses, clean stalls, 
help get horses ready to go to the 
show,’’ Pegues said.

It was the same for her father, 
Alex Pegues, a founding member 
of A Step Above, a riding club of 
friends and deacons from various 
area churches. The group’s been 
together so long that they don’t re-
member the exact year it began, 
though they suspect it’s been about 
15 years.

The group formed with a mission 
to raise money to help people in the 
community and create a space for 
people to come together.

“That’s what we started it for,’’ he 
said. “To have something that we as 
black folks can go to.’’

Originally seen as a very mascu-
line community, Shantes Pegues said 
her father initially “got a lot of slack’’ 
for letting a girl help in the barn when 
he began bringing her to shows. Not 
that it bothered him much. His phi-
losophy was, if she loves horses, why 
not let her be involved.

In hindsight, it was the right call. 
These days, Shantes Pegues, now 
an adult with a bachelor’s degree 
in animal and dairy sciences from 
Mississippi State, competes against 
both women and men. And the 
group is still growing. Each show 

draws all ages, and the club always 
tries to cater to kids.

Steve Autry’s time riding in horse 
shows may be over, but his connec-
tion to the sport and community is 
not.

Last year, Autry transformed his 
land into a horse show ring by fi ll
ing in ditches, cutting trees, setting 
up a DJ stand and adding a building. 
Organizers estimated at least 100 
registered people attended an April 
2 4 event, though the actual number 
is likely higher. Some shows have 
drawn upward of a thousand at-
tendees. Autry mentioned adding 
lights and parking space on his list 
of planned improvements.

Autry’s been taking part in horse 
shows for 2 0 years. His father didn’t 
ride, so he took it upon himself to 
learn when he was 10 years old. He’d 
go to horse shows with his friends. 

With walking horses, Autry lives 
by the motto that it takes the rider 
and the horse to perform well. With 
Smith, he’s seen Cash, his 13-year-
old horse, perform in ways he hasn’t 
before.

“The rider makes the difference,’’ 
Autry said. “A good rider will beat 
you on a bad horse.’’

Jody Glover of West Point is 
training black youth to be the next 
generation of leaders.

“We need something for our 
culture,’’ Glover said. “They need 
someone to spend time with them, 
someone to tell them they love them 
and you’re doing good, you’re doing 
right.’’

Attending horse shows in 2 009 
inspired him to start Jody’s Stables, 
based in Houston.

“I wanted to open my own stable, 
so I went and built me a little barn, 
and loaned my own horses,’’ Glover 
said. “Then kids just started coming 
around wanting to ride.’’

Currently, he’s training 10 kids, 
ages 7  to 17 , who ride most week-
days after school. Competing makes 
his students eager to learn and im-
prove, Glover said.

A horse show is more than the 
prize money and the naming of 
the day’s winners. It’s kids rushing 
around and spectators laughing and 
cheering on a friend’s beer-aided 
dancing. It’s the man looking dap-
per in his plaid red button up, khaki 
pants, black cowboy hat and cow-
boy boots riding the same ring as 
the ones in T-shirts with shorts, and 
the horses re-entering their trailers, 
ready for home.

Mississippi school 
district approves $5,000 
incentive for recruiting

Gilbert Mason Jr., Mississippi 
doctor and civil rights 
historian dies, age 68

Black cowboys preserve strong 
heritage in northeastern MS 

Mississippi Link Newswire

Mason

By Danny Mcarthur
Pontotoc, MS (AP)

The Associated Press

Unshay Randle, Northeast Misssissippi Riders Club president
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Shenaya Ann Washington 
and a close friend cleared a 
small patch of grass at the base 
of a utility pole on Riley Street. 
They dug a hole there and plant-
ed a red rose bush seedling. 
Next to it, they leaned 10 prayer 
candles against the pole.

Washington said she chose 
that spot to memorialize the 
victims of last weekend’s mas-
sacre at Tops Friendly Market 
because it is closest to the store 
entrance she had always used as 
a part-time worker for Instacart, 
the grocery delivery service.

Sometimes when she would 
exit the store, Aaron Salter Jr., 
the slain retired olice o fi cer 
who worked security at Tops, 
would help Washington back to 
her car with the grocery orders, 
she said.

The shooter, whose racist 
attack deeply wounded east 
Buffalo’s black community, 
has stolen much more than the 
neighborhood’s only grocery 
store and the sense of peace 
many residents felt in the cher-
ished community gathering 
spot.

“He took away people who 
did for the community, just be-
cause of the color of their skin. 
It’s an eye opener. It’s a reality 
check,’’ Washington said.

During Sunday service, Pas-
tor Russell Bell of the State 
Tabernacle Church of God in 
Christ, where shooting victim 
Heyward Patterson was a dea-
con, promised his congregation 
that they would hold a celebra-
tion of his life. Bell also encour-
aged his predominantly black 
 oc  to lean into their aith.

“We’re going to be winners if 
we endure to the end,’’ he said.

Just over a week ago, a white 
gunman in body armor killed 
10 black shoppers and workers 

at the supermarket that has been 
temporarily closed. Three oth-
ers were injured in the attack, 
which federal authorities are in-
vestigating as a hate crime.

Long before that 18-year-old 
avowed white supremacist in-
 icted terror in this community, 

Buffalo’s black neighborhoods, 
like many others around the 
nation, had been dealing with 
wounds that are generations 
old. The attack has scraped off 
the scab hiding black trauma 
and neglect that sit just below 
the surface in what’s called 
the City of Good Neighbors, 
residents, business owners and 
faith leaders said.

Healing will req uire not only 
an immediate  ood o  charity, 
but also systemic solutions, eco-
nomic investments and mental 
health counseling that are long 
lasting, they said.

“It’s been great to see the out-
pouring of support, I must say 
that,’’ said Jackie Stover-Stitts, 

co-owner of Golden Cup Cof-
fee, about a block from the Tops 
on Jefferson Avenue.

For the past few days, the at-
mosphere around her shop had 
been festival-like and, at times, 
a somber space of mourning. 
Organizations from across the 
nation, and even a few global 
charities, offered food and other 
essential goods to residents who 
relied on Tops to meet their ba-
sic needs.

“The only concern is that it’s 
not short lived,’’ Stover-Stitts 
said. “It would mean more if 
we could see, on Monday, that 
all those people with funds that 
came down to say how sorry 
they were could show it by in-
vesting in our area.’’

Buffalo, with a population 
of 2 55,000 that is 47 %  white, 
35%  black, 12 %  Hispanic and 
6%  Asian, is one of the nation’s 
most racially segregated cities. 
The neighborhoods around the 
Tops market are predominantly 

black and impoverished.
Earlier in the week, civil 

rights leader the Rev. Al Sharp-
ton pointed to racial and so-
cioeconomic ineq uality that 
made the Tops a target for the 
shooter, who o fi cials say drove 
hundreds o  miles to fi nd blac  
people to gun down.

“If there wasn’t but one su-
permarket in the black commu-
nity, he wouldn’t have gone to 
Tops,’’ Sharpton said at a prayer 
vigil held in Buffalo for the vic-
tims’ families on Thursday.

 you can fi gure out how to 
get millions of dollars for a sta-
dium, can t you fi gure out how 
to get a supermarket,’’ Sharpton 
added, referring to a new $ 1.4 
billion home turf planned for 
the Buffalo Bills that will be 
funded largely by taxpayers.

La’Tryse Anderson of Buffalo 
SNUG, a gun violence preven-
tion organization, canvassed the 
neighborhood around Tops with 
other volunteers to get a sense 

of residents’ needs. Some told 
her they needed groceries, toi-
letries, replacement appliances 
and even a utility bill paid.

“I wish I had a magic wand,’’ 
she said. “There were so many 
needs out here, before this 
( shooting)  happened.’’

Without real investments in 
the areas that surround Tops, 
Anderson said, “I don’t think 
we’ll ever fully heal from this.’’

esidents will defi nitely need 
the option of another supermar-
ket, as some have vowed to nev-
er set foot in that Tops location 
again, she added. They are too 
traumatized.

Reshawna Chapple, a black 
therapist and associate pro-
fessor in the School of Social 
Work at the University of Cen-
tral Florida, said the shock and 
grief caused by the supermarket 
shooting are made worse when 
people are not tending to their 
mental health. Systemic rac-
ism is part of the reason why 
too few in the black community 
seek mental health counseling, 
either on a regular basis or in 
the wake of tragedy, she said.

“Every time something like 
this happens, it opens up the 
wounds all over again,’’ Chap-
ple said. “We aren’t taught to 
acknowledge feelings that are 
negative. The ones who need 
hel  the most are defi nitely not 
going to ask for it.’’

Mental health and grief coun-
seling is why several com-
munity service organizations 
have been camped out around 
the supermarket for several 
days. With  Tops fenced off, 
organizations such as Feed Buf-
falo, Ramp Global Missions 
and LIFE Camp Inc., lined the 
surrounding streets with food 
trucks, mobile food pantries and 
barbecue grills serving chicken, 
burgers and hot dogs.

A trio of massage therapists 

offered neck and back treat-
ments to victims’ families and 
other residents. A local Star-
bucks gave out free coffee to 
passersby.

An evangelist baptized peo-
ple in a large galvanized stock 
tank on the corner of Riley 
Street and Jefferson Avenue. 
The local Muslim community 
offered prayers and chants of 
“We are with you’’ near the su-
permarket.

Gregory Jackson Jr., a Wash-
ington-based organizer with 
the Community Justice Action 
Fund, said he came to Buffalo to 
help coordinate relief efforts to 
victims’ families and residents, 
who were too traumatized to 
ask for what they need.

“A lot of folks have not even 
gotten close to going back to 
normal life yet,’’ he said. “You 
get local police, cameras and 
media, from all over the world. 
But the community is stuck to 
pick up the pieces without any 
bigger support.’’

The supermarket shooting 
has also drawn support for the 
activists from around the na-
tion. On Saturday, organizers 
with Black Lives Matter Grass-
roots, a national collective of 
chapters, held a vigil for Buf-
falo. Organizers from Boston, 
Detroit, Virginia Beach, Vir-
ginia and Minneapolis attended 
and vowed to be with Buffalo’s 
residents as they continued to 
heal from the racist attack.

“We cannot have a world that 
steals the lives of our grand-
mothers,’’ said Melina Abdul-
lah, who directs the BLM group 
and founded its Los Angeles 
chapter. “We are duty bound to 
shut that down.’’

Morrison writes about race 
and justice for the AP’s Race 
and Ethnicity team. Follow him 
on Twitter: https://www.twitter.
com/aaronlmorrison.

U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency Administrator 
Michael S. Regan remains on a 
journey to justice.

He said President Joe Biden’s 
historic bipartisan infrastruc-
ture bill provides an opportunity 
to fi nally rid America o  oison
ous lead pipes and free commu-
nities of color of the toxins that 
have polluted their neighbor-
hoods for centuries.

m the fi rst blac  man ever 
to lead this agency, the fi rst to 
graduate from a historically 
black college ( North Carolina 
A& T)  leading this agency,” said 
Regan, who made a special ap-
pearance on the National News-
paper Publishers Association’s 
live daily morning news pro-
gram, “Let It Be Known.”

The program can be viewed 
on youtube.com/ blackpres-
susatv, facebook.com/ Black-
PressUSA, and on Twitter @
BlackPressUSA.

During a recent discussion 
with NNPA President and CEO 
Benjamin F. Chavis Jr., Regan 
declared that the Biden-Harris 
administration is “passionate 
about the environment and pub-
lic health.”

The bipartisan infrastructure 
law invests $ 3.5 billion in clean-
ing up superfund sites and ad-
dressing the nation’s legacy of 

pollution, he stated.
Regan said the law delivers 

more than $ 50 billion to EPA 
to improve America’s drinking 
water, wastewater and stormwa-
ter infrastructure.

Further, it provides $ 15 bil-
lion to the Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund ( SRF)  for Lead 
Service Line Replacement, $ 4 
billion to the Drinking Water 
SRF for Emerging Contami-
nants, and $ 5 billion to Water 
Infrastructure Improvements 
for the Nation Grants to address 
emerging contaminants.

“There are still 6 to 10 million 
lead services lines in cities and 
towns across the country, many 
in communities of color and 

low-income neighborhoods,” 
stated Regan, who also will ap-
pear later this year on PBS-TV’s 
“The Chavis Chronicles,” host-
ed by Dr. Chavis.

Because of the investments in 
the infrastructure law, millions 
of American families will no 
longer have to fear the harmful 
health effects caused by lead and 
other pollutants in their water, 
Regan asserted.

He recounted a visit to 
Lowndes County, Alabama, 
where he found disturbing facts 
about water in communities of 
color.

Regan said he witnessed 
homes with malfunctioning sep-
tic systems that discharged un-
treated sewage into backyards.

“Where little children play,” 
he added.

“There also was straight pip-
ing into lagoons and to have to 
see children walk around deli-
cately so that they don’t sink 
or get bogged down into their 
own front yards. This is not 
the America that we all know it 
should be.”

He continued:
“This is unacceptable. Safe 

drinking water, safe sewer sys-
tems, you know, this is a basic 
right. These individuals deserve 
what every American deserves:  
clean water and a safe environ-
ment.”

On a visit to Wilkins Elemen-

tary School in Jackson, Missis-
sippi, Regan recounted another 
di fi cult to stomach e erience 
for young children of color.

ity o fi cials declared a city
wide mandate to boil water as 
Regan arrived because of the 
discovery of toxic chemicals.

Regan said he had scheduled 
time to speak with second and 
third graders and found port-
a-potties stationed outside the 
school.

“It looked like a worksite, and 
many of the kids had already 
been sent home because they 
couldn’t prepare food because of 
the water,” Regan remarked.

“This is on the heels of a 
pandemic. But the kids who re-
mained behind were so excited 
because they got to see someone 
who looked like them in my po-
sition and someone who cared.”

Regan said in each location he 
visits, he’s sure to invite the na-
tional media to accurately report 
what’s going on in communities 
across the nation.

“The bipartisan infrastruc-
ture provides resources for our 
communities. There are match-
ing grants and forgivable loans, 
which means more of our com-
munities have an opportunity 
to compete for these grants,” he 
stated.

“We are also making $ 50 
million available for technical 
assistance to help our commu-

nities to become more competi-
tive. I’ve written a letter to every 
governor in the country outlin-
ing the criteria by which we be-
lieve those resources should be 
spent.”

Regan continued:
“I’ve traveled and met with 

mayors because a lot of this ac-
tion starts at the ground level.”

Regan said he developed a 
passion for public service as a 
young person.

His father graduated from 
North Carolina A& T and served 
in Vietnam, working as an ag-
ricultural extension agent and 
with the national guard.

For 40 years, Regan’s mother 
worked as a nurse.

“I grew up with the desire to 
contribute to society because of 
what I saw in my home,” he ex-
claimed.

Regan studied environmental 
science and earth science.

Notably, he said Biden’s pro-
posed 2 02 3 budget req uest for 
EPA provides $ 11.9 billion to 
advance key priorities, includ-
ing tackling the climate crisis, 
delivering environmental jus-
tice, protecting air q uality, up-
grading the nation’s aging water 
infrastructure, and rebuilding 
core functions at the Agency.

Regan said EPA continues to 
prioritize addressing climate 
change with the focus and re-
sources the crisis demands.

“At EPA, we know both cli-
mate mitigation and adaptation 
are essential components of the 
strategy to reduce the threats 
and impact of climate change,” 
Regan said.

“We will invest in programs 
to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions, including an additional 
$ 100 million for air q uality 
grants to states and tribes to re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions 
on a local and regional scale.”

Regan further acknowledged 
that the communities hardest hit 
by pollution and climate change 
are most often communities of 
color, indigenous communities, 
rural communities and poor 
communities.

“For generations, many of 
these vulnerable communities 
have been overburdened with 
higher instances of polluted air, 
water and land,” Regan said.

“This ineq uity of environ-
mental protection is not just an 
environmental justice issue but 
also a civil rights concern. Nei-
ther an individual’s skin color 
nor the wealth of their zip code 
should determine whether they 
have clean air to breathe, safe 
water to drink, or healthy envi-
ronments in which their children 
can play.

“I am not afraid to enforce the 
laws on the books to make sure 
our children are breathing clean 
air.”

Buffalo shooting’s wounds need 
a strong salve, residents say

EPA Administrator, Michael S. Regan, focused 
on clean air and water for communities of color

Investigators stand outside during a moment of silence for the victims of the Buffalo supermarket shooting 
outside the Tops Friendly Market on Saturday, May 21, 2022, in Buffalo, N.Y. Long before an 18-year-old avowed 

hite u rema i t in  i ted terror at a uffalo u ermar et  the it  la  neigh orhood  li e man  other  
around the nation, had been dealing with wounds that are generations old. (AP Photo/Joshua Bessex,
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U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency Administrator Michael 
Regan said that for every loca-
tion he i it  he  ure to in ite 
the national media to accurately 
re ort hat  going on in ommu
nities across the nation.
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With inpatient psychiatric services 
in short supply, America’s teen 

mental health emergency deepens

Cancer deaths 
in black people 
drop; still higher 

than others

Colonoscopy - how often?

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
suicide rates among teenagers 
rose almost 60 percent from 
2 007  to 2 018. The CDC and 
other federal agencies describe 
a crisis that includes surging 
mental health disorders among 
the country’s young.

For example, major depres-
sive episodes in teenagers rose 
47 percent during the 12 -year 
period from 2 007 t o 2 019.

A recently published report 
indicated that “across the coun-
try, hospital emergency depart-
ments have become boarding 
wards for teenagers who pose 
too great a risk to themselves 
or others to go home. They have 
nowhere else to go;  even as the 
crisis has intensifi ed, the medi
cal system has failed to keep up, 
and options for inpatient and 
intensive outpatient psychiatric 
treatment have eroded sharply.”

The report noted that the 
number of residential treatment 
facilities for people under the 
age of 18 fell to 592 in 2 02 0 
from 848 in 2 012 , a 30 percent 
decline, according to the most 
recent federal government sur-
vey.

With inpatient psychiatric 
services reportedly in short sup-
ply, teenagers aren’t receiving 
the care they need.

“These young people are 
profoundly struggling,” said 

Carter Barnhart, CEO of Char-
lie Health, which provides treat-
ment programs for teens, young 
adults and families navigat-
ing mental health challenges. 
“Many of whom have been re-
cently discharged from a hospi-
tal and need outpatient therapy 
more than once a week,” Barn-
hart stated.

Charlie Health partners with 
key community stakeholders 
like hospitals, insurance com-
panies, schools and local thera-
pists, to provide treatment for 

clients who req uire more than 
weekly individual therapy ses-
sions or who need support tran-
sitioning back into a home and 
school environment following 
hospital-based treatment.

Barnhart remains convinced 
that such partnerships are criti-
cal in the battle to save teenag-
ers battling mental health chal-
lenges.

“The situation is dire,” Barn-
hart explained in an email. “We 
need a new approach to tackle 
the mental health crisis. We 

need to leverage technology that 
expands access without sacri-
fi cing high uality care. ur 
clinical program is designed to 
foster sustainable healing and 
serve youth and families in crit-
ical need across the country.”

Barnhart said Charlie Health 
has set out on a mission to rei-
magine how high-acuity care 
is delivered to teens and young 
adults – particularly those in 
rural populations. She said they 
are building the world s fi rst 
infi nitely scalable, virtual fi rst 

mental health practice.
In its 2 02 1 declaration of a na-

tional emergency for children’s 
mental health, the American 
Academy of Pediatrics ( AAP)  
cited that “childhood mental 
health concerns and suicide 
have increased for at least a de-
cade.”

To increase support for pedia-
tricians and families, the AAP 
suggested several action steps, 
including increased use of tele-
medicine, accelerating the pro-
vision of some mental health 
services in primary care set-
tings, and funding community-
based systems that can connect 
families to treatment resources.

Veritas Collaborative and 
The Emily Program, along with 
others in the fi eld o  eating dis
orders, have utilized many of 
these tools to expand access to 
care and provide the appropri-
ate level of support, said Dr. 
Anna Tanner, vice president for 
the Department of Child and 
Adolescent Medicine at Veritas 
Collaborative and The Emily 
Program.

“For teens and parents, it is 
important to know that this 
mental health crisis is real and 
that mental health concerns can 
get better with proper treatment 
and support,” Tanner stated. 
“There are no simple solutions 
when it comes to mental illness 
– patients with mental health 
concerns need professional sup-
port.”

Tanner noted that during CO-
VID, many patients and fami-
lies waited to ask for help. She 
stated that some mental health 
conditions, such as eating dis-
orders, may cause severe and 
potentially irreversible medical 
complications.

“If you are struggling, or 
someone you know is strug-
gling, reach out early on to local 
systems to learn about commu-
nity resources,” Tanner empha-
sized.

“Primary care providers can 
often provide some support, 
especially in accessing local re-
sources and possibly initiating 
medications. Many children’s 
organizations are stepping in to 
provide additional educational 
and resource support for pri-
mary care providers on these 
issues. Additionally, some pa-
tients and families may be able 
to access care through telemedi-
cine even if local resources are 
limited.”

She concluded that ongoing 
advocacy for mental health par-
ity remains a critical step in ad-
dressing these care shortfalls.

“Additionally, we must ad-
dress our workforce challenges 
and increase the integration 
of mental health care into pri-
mary care settings,” Tanner re-
marked. “These two efforts will 
be signifi cant in unding and 
education – to better meet the 
challenges ahead.”

Cancer death rates have 
steadily declined among black 
people but remain higher than in 
other racial and ethnic groups, a 
U.S. government study released 
recently shows.

Cancer deaths have been 
dropping for all Americans for 
the past two decades because 
of lower smoking rates and ad-
vances in early detection and 
treatment.

The rates among black people 
fell 2 %  each year from 1999 to 
2 019, from 359 cancer deaths 
per 100,000 to 2 39 deaths per 
100,000, according to the report 
published online in JAMA On-
cology.

In 2 019, the highest cancer 
death rates were in black men 
– 2 94 deaths per 100,000 – al-
most double the lowest rate in 
Asian Americans and acifi c s
landers. The rate for white men 
was 2 49 deaths per 100,000. For 
Hispanic men, it was 17 7 deaths 
per 100,000 and 2 55 deaths per 
100,000 among Native Ameri-
can men.

An earlier report from the 
American Cancer Society found 
the racial gap was narrow-
ing, mostly because of a bigger 
decline in cigarette smoking 
among black people.

In the new study, based on 
an analysis o  death certifi 
cates, deaths from most cancers 
dropped in black men and wom-
en . The biggest declines were 
in lung cancer among black men 

and stomach cancer in black 
women. Both are linked with 
declines in smoking, which con-
tributes to many other cancers.

Liver cancer deaths increased 
among older men and women;  
and uterine cancer death rates 
increased among women aged 
35 to 7 0. Both cancers are 
strongly linked with obesity.

The persistently higher death 
rate among black Americans 
remains a concern, and likely 
re  ects social and economic 
disparities including poverty, 
less access to care and mistrust 
of doctors, said National Can-
cer Institute researcher Wayne 
Lawrence, who led the study.

“It’s showing that we can’t 
simply rely on medical care as 
a way to address and eliminate 
the disparities,’’ said Carla Wil-
liams, a Howard University 
expert in cancer-related health 
disparities, who had no role in 
the research.

Cancer prevention expert Dr. 
Otis Brawley of Johns Hop-
kins University noted that other 
data show black Americans get 
worse cancer care than white 
people. That’s in part because 
they’re more likely to be treated 
at hospitals with overworked 
doctors and fewer resources, 
and less likely to have a college 
degree, he said.

Evidence suggests that people 
with college degrees are more 
likely to exercise, not be obese, 
and to seek medical care when 
they notice changes that could 
signal cancer, Brawley said.

Most people who have had 
a colonoscopy during which a 
high-risk potentially cancerous 
polyp was removed may not 
need another colonoscopy for 
three to fi ve years according to 
the doctors I’ve talked to. These 
guidelines were established af-
ter years of follow up studies of 
visits of people that had polyps 
removed during a colonoscopy. 
This study was published online 
in the Journal of Clinical O ncol-
ogy.

In another study a German 
cancer Research Center did a 
study of 2 ,500 people who had 
a cancerous polyp removed and 
compared them with nearly 
1,800 people without cancerous 
polyps. They found that a three-
year screening was very helpful 
in identifying new cancerous 
oly s. These fi ndings were true 

for men, women, young and old. 
If a new polyp is not found dur-
ing a follow up you could go to a 
5-year period.

People with a normal colo-
noscopy could receive one ev-
ery ten years. If you are 50 and 
have never had a colonoscopy 
you should get a colonoscopy. If 
you’re between 7 6 and 85, talk to 
your doctor about how often you 
should be screened.

People with an inherited con-
dition called familial adenoma-
tous polyposis have an extreme-
ly high risk of colon cancer or if 
they have a close relatives that 
has had colon cancer should also 
have a colonoscopy every 1-2  
years beginning at age 2 0-2 5.

The recurrence of a colon pol-
yp was 13.8%  within 1 year, and 
60%  within 3 years. Advanced 
polyps were 2 .5%  and 31%  with-
in 1 and 3 years.

Polyps are common in Ameri-
can adults and most colon pol-

yps are harmless. Some polyps 
could develop into colon cancer. 
Most colon cancers start as pol-
yps but only 5-10%  of all polyps 
will become cancerous.

Most polyps cause no symp-
toms. Most people won’t know 
they have polyps until they have 
a colonoscopy. Because of this, 
it’s important to keep up with 
colon cancer screening. The 
doctor performing your colo-
noscopy can’t tell if a colon pol-
yp is precancerous or cancerous 
until it’s removed and examined 
under a microscope.

If you have a polyp that is can-
cerous, your doctor will also bi-
opsy nearby lymph nodes to de-
termine if the cancer has spread 
or metastasized to other areas 
of your body. Your doctor may 
recommend radiation, chemo-
therapy or other therapies.

Research shows that a stool 
DNA tests are effective at de-
tecting colon cancer and polyps 
that could become cancerous. If 
you have a positive stool test you 
need a colonoscopy to examine 
the inside of your colon for pol-
yps and cancer.

According to the American 
Cancer Society the following 
are the symptoms for colorectal 
cancer:

•  A change in bowel habits, 
such as diarrhea, constipation, 
or narrowing of the stool, that 
lasts for more than a few days

•  A feeling that you need to 
have a bowel movement that’s 
not relieved by having one

•  Rectal bleeding with bright 
red blood

•  Blood in the stool, which 
might make the stool look dark 
brown or black

•  Cramping or abdominal 
( belly)  pain

•  Weakness and fatigue
•  Unintended weight loss
There are a number of life-

style changes you can make to 
reduce your risk of colorectal 
cancer. They include getting 
screened, good nutrition, ex-
ercise, sleep, not smoking, not 
drinking alcohol and reducing 
your stress level. 

Get screened
Get screened starting at age 

40. If you are at high risk talk 
to your doctor about getting 
screened even earlier. You can 
also get an annual fecal occult 
blood test ( FOBT) . This test can 
detect hidden blood in the stool, 
which can signal cancer. When 
ever a polyp is discovered you 
should get a colonoscopy every 
three years. Before scheduling 
a colonoscopy ask your doctor 
for their adenoma detection rate 
( ADR) . Choose a doctor with an 
ADR of at least 2 0% . Remember 
that means that doctor will only 
fi nd oly s in one in fi ve eo le. 

Nutrition
The average diet should con-

sist of 15%  fat, 2 0%  protein and 
65%  complex carbohydrates. 
Saturated fats should make up 
less than 10%  of your total fat 
intake. The body needs carbo-
hydrates, fats, protein, vitamins, 
minerals, fi ber and water to be 
healthy. Make sure you con-
sume between 12  to 15 calories 
per pound of body weight daily.

Exercise 
You need at least 30 minutes 

of exercise everyday. A com-
plete workout should include ex-
ercises for each body part. Start 
with 2  or 3 different exercises 
for each body part. Gradually 
work up to 8-12  repetitions for 
each exercise. Do each exercise 
1-3 times to start. If you can do 
more than 12  repetitions for a 
set the weight is too light. If you 
can’t do at least 8 repetitions for 
a set the weight is too heavy. 
Don’t forget the cardio condi-
tioning. 

Stress
Stress can increase the risk 

for coronary heart disease, hy-
pertension, eating disorders, 
ulcers, diabetes, asthma, mi-
graine headaches, sleep disor-
ders, depression, chronic fatigue 
and colorectal cancer. There are 
books and pamphlets, which ex-
plain how to practice techniq ues 
of dealing with stress. These in-
clude breathing techniq ues for 
relaxation, meditation, progres-
sive muscle relaxation and auto-
genic training, which is a form 
of self-suggestion. 

Sleep
We all need at least 8 hours or 

more of sleep daily. Sleep helps 
to give your body a better ad-
vantage to fi ght o  illness even 
cancer. To fi nd out what you 
need keep a diary of your sleep-
ing habits. Record the time you 
go to bed, the time you wake-up, 
the total hours you sleep, your 
mental and physical state during 
the day;  any naps and what you 
ate or drank before bed. After 
a few weeks review your diary. 
You should be able to get a good 
idea of what helps or hinders you 
from getting the sleep you need.

Smoking and drinking
Smoking and drinking are two 

of the cultural habits that make 
for a very dangerous mix. Ninety 
fi ve ercent o  eo le who con
sume alcohol, smoke cigarettes, 
which is three times higher than 
the general population. Colorec-
tal cancer is 41%  more common 
among women who consume 
three or more drinks daily than 
among non-drinkers. Colorectal 
cancer is 33%  to 51%  more com-
mon among women that smoked 
more than 2 0 years. Smoking 
and drinking contributes to the 
development of a number of can-
cers including colorectal cancer. 
To reduce your risk don’t smoke 
or live in a smoke environment.

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire C ontrib u tor

By Slindsey Tanner
AP Medical  W riter

By Vince Faust 
Tips to B e F it 



“10 killed 
in shooting at 
Buffalo gro-
cery store.” 
When I read 
this headline 
on social me-
dia last week, 

I thought, “here we go again 
with another mass shooting.” 
However, when it became clear 
that this was not a random 
shooting but a targeted rac-
ist domestic terrorist attack, it 
grieved me.

The sad part is that the Buf-
falo shooting is added to a 
growing list of racist gun at-
tacks.

Remember the shooting at 
the synagogue in Pittsburgh 
from a few years ago or the 
shooting at Mother Emmanuel 
Church in South Carolina? 

Watching the news coverage 
this past week made me think 
about the column I wrote in 
June 2 015 immediately after 
the shootings at Emmanuel 
AME Church and the church in 

Southerland Springs, Texas. In 
both of those columns, I wrote 
about the importance of for-
giveness.

However, it just doesn’t feel 
like it’s enough to write once 
again about the power of for-
giveness after another mass 
shooting. Things seem differ-
ent now.

The Buffalo shootings took 
place in a tense time when 
some are trying to actively 
undo education that accurately 
teaches about the horrifying 
racist history of our nation. The 
Pittsburgh shootings took place 
less than 3 days after two Af-
rican-American grandparents 
were murdered by a white man 
in a grocery store in Kentucky.

It seems like instead of say-
ing “Forgive,” we as Christians 
should be saying “Fight! ” in 
response to the racist language 
found online and coming from 
some o  our elected o fi cials 
that seem to encourage this 
violence.

ut how do we fi ght  ote 
in elections? Yes!  Pray for our 
nation and for God to heal our 

country’s deep wounds of rac-
ism? Absolutely. But I wonder 
if that will that be enough?

It makes me wonder if they 
agree with the controversial 
statement regarding racial and 
social justice created by pas-
tor John MacArthur that ada-
mantly proclaimed “… we em-
phatically deny that lectures on 
social issues ( or activism aimed 
at reshaping the wider culture)  
are as vital to the life and health 
of the church as the preaching 
of the gospel ... Historically, 
such things tend to become dis-
tractions that inevitably lead to 
departures from the gospel.”

Perhaps we should all medi-
tate on the truth in Jeremiah 
2 2 : 3 “Thus says the Lord:  Do 
justice and righteousness and 
deliver from the hand of the 
oppressor him who has been 
robbed. And do no wrong or 
violence to the resident alien, 
the fatherless, and the widow, 
nor shed innocent blood in this 
place.”

Once again seeing a commu-
nity traumatized by senseless 
gun violence makes me think 

about the eerie silence from 
high rofi le evangelicals about 
the recent spike in violent racist 
crimes. The same conservative 
Christians who a few weeks 
ago so boldly proclaimed that 
we should pray for and protect 
unborn children, have been 
slow to publicly condemn the 
racist violence.

My q uestion is why are they 
silent after a week where it is 
clear that there is a dangerous 
increase in racist violence in 
our country? Why are they not 
condemning these horrible acts 
and the dangerously deceitful 
rhetoric that obviously led to 
them?

The silence is deafening…
and speaks volumes in and of 
itself.

Shewanda Riley is a Fort 
Worth, Texas based author of 
“Love Hangover: Moving from 
Pain to Purpose After a Rela-
tionship Ends” and “Writing 
to the Beat of God’s Heart: A 
Book of Prayers for Writers.” 
Email preservedbypurpose@
gmail.com or follow her on 
Twitter @shewanda.
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Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

Living for God 
is the best way to 
live. God’s way of 
living will produce 
the most joy, the 
most happiness, 
and the most bless-

ings in our lives. My friend, if we 
will turn our lives over to God and 
forsake sin and serve Him with all 
our heart, we can be a partaker of 
this wonderful inheritance and be 
on fi re or the ord. e must get on 
fi re or od and allow im to give 
us a place to labor and a job to do 
in the church. We need to put ev-
erything else behind us so that we 
may enter in.

We can have good thoughts and 
good intentions while we are read-
ing the Word of God. The Bible lets 
us know that for those who have 
known the way of righteousness 
and then turned back, it is terrible. 
They end up in a worse condition 
than they were before, like a sow 
that goes and return to her wallow-
ing in the mire after she has been 
washed and cleaned up. The Bible 
also compares that to a dog return-
ing to its own vomit. What a sick-
ening, terrible condition, but that is 
what God’s Word says.

If we are introduced to righ-
teousness and begin to walk in this 
way, and then go right back into 
the same old sinful ways, we will 

end up in a worse condition, friend. 
Do we want our lives to end up in 
a worse condition? If not, we must 
not walk away from God when we 
know what we ought to do. We 
must resist the devil. We have the 
power. Naboth had the power. Had 
Naboth wanted to, he could have 
sold his vineyard, but he knew it 
was against God’s commandment.

aboth stood fi rm, and he would 
not trade his vineyard. He took a 
stand and said, in essence, “God 
forbids it, so I cannot do it.” Child of 
God, we need to be as determined 
to do what is right as Naboth. We 
must live our lives the way God 
would have us to live. 

“The just shall live by faith, and 
whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” 
That means everything we are do-
ing, from the way we are living at 
home, on the job, and wherever 
we go, we must live by faith and 
make sure that what we are doing 
is pleasing in the sight of God. The 
moment we begin to feel, “Oh, this 
isn’t pleasing in the sight of God,” 
then we will start doing something 
about it. We will not override God’s 
will.

 we are going to be ustifi ed, 
then we must live by faith and live 
in such a way that we are pleasing 
to God in everything we get in-
volved in.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pastor 
of Joynes Road Church of God, 31 
Joynes Road, Hampton, VA 23669. 

P R E S E R V E D Serve God 
with all 

your heart
 By Shewanda Riley
Col um nis t

 By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
S p ec ia l  to T h e M is s is s ip p i L ink



Racism is a 
longstanding so-
cial illness in the 
United States of 
America. Seem-
ingly, there is no 
cure for it. It has 

been with us for as long as I 
can remember. The result of 
it has created heartache and 
heartbreak.

Lives have been lost and it 
has left the stain of disgrace 
on this country. Accomplish-
ments, it could be argued, are 
sometimes overshadowed by 
our blatant disregard for some 
members of our beloved com-
munity.

I know for sure that racism 
will be around for as long as 
I live. It has been a part of 
my life experiences. Unfortu-
nately, and I say this with no 
pride, I have witnessed racism 
up close and personal. I have 
been around long enough to 
watch the many levels of rac-
ism that exist in this country.

For example, we have had 
educational racism. Segregat-

ed schools were the norm un-
til the case, Brown versus the 
Board of Education of Topeka 
ended it. Did that stop us from 
getting an education? The an-
swer is a resounding no!

Black colleges, now called 
Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities ( HBCUs)  
were founded in order that 
higher education was afforded 
to African Americans.

At this moment, HBCUs are 
the hottest and most talked 
about educational venue in the 
land. Everybody wants to at-
tend an HBCU. I am a gradu-
ate of an HBCU ( Johnson C. 
Smith University)  and I know 
the power and influence they 
have.

The right to vote has always 
been problematic for African 
Americans. It is a fundamen-
tal right for all Americans 
according to the founding fa-
thers. The problem is that the 
“racist fathers’ don’t see it that 
way. Will that stop us? The 
answer is another resounding 
no. African Americans are 
now voting in record numbers 
and that trend will continue.

There are states in this union 

that are creating trumped-up 
rules to keep us from exercis-
ing our privilege at the polls.

Now, some in this coun-
try have taken racism below 
ground zero. There are people 
in our states who hate black 
people and want to kill us.  
That is a powerful statement, 
yet it is factual and true.

Interestingly, there are citi-
zens who believe the opposite. 
I suspect their experiences are 
different and they live in an 
almost contactless America. 
If you are one of those people, 
pay close attention now.

Racial tragedy struck Buf-
falo, New York on May 14. 
Hate came up from the ground 
and reared its inhumane and 
immoral head. Ten black peo-
ple were murdered by a white 
man who hated black people. 
It’s that simple and that sad.

Payton S. Gendron, 18 years 
old was the shooter. He also 
injured 3 people as well dur-
ing this shooting spree.

The victims were assaulted 
at a Tops Friendly Markets 
store and the victims ranged 
in ages from 2 0-86. This 
crime of hate is unthinkable 

and was done with malicious 
intent.

The killer was not a Buf-
falo resident. He drove ap-
proximately 2 00 miles from 
Conklin, NY to commit this 
heinous crime.

Gendron had already scout-
ed out the place for his crime. 
He knew that many African 
Americans shopped at that 
location. That is sick beyond 
words.

According to reports, Po-
lice Commissioner Joseph 
Gramaglia said, “We found 
some things that show he was 
here in early March, and then 
again, we know he was here 
on Friday, basically doing re-
connaissance on the area.”

He added, “He was in the 
store both on Friday and Sat-
urday.” These statements 
were made by him to CNN’s 
Erin Burnett.

Gendron surrendered to 
police after this life-altering 
atrocity.

Who is planning the next 
mass killing of black people? 
While sad and scary to con-
sider it, you and I know that 
someone is.

As a ministry 
leader, and Soul 
Health™  expert, 
grief and loss are 
defi ning issue at 
the root of our 
emotional well-

being and spiritual health. This 
reality confronts me in and out 
of communities of faith. 

Through the death of my 
mother and father, and my 
spiritual training I have seen 
and experienced the gaps and 
shortcomings within our soci-
ety about grief. Grief is not only 
complex and uniq uely personal 
but can hold some of the most 
theologically challenging views 
for persons to navigate through.

Being a Christian, however, 
will not change the fact that 
grieving the death of a loved-
one is one of the single most 
crucial parts of the human ex-
perience. 

From a Christian spiritual 
perspective, it is important that 
when we look at the life of Je-
sus, we remember that He did 
not hide His emotions, or di-
minish and rebuke others for 
theirs. Jesus offers a model for 
how we must express our emo-
tions.

As  rocess and re  ect on 
each grief journey I have per-
sonally experienced, the death 

of my dad Herbert and the most 
recent death of my mom Mer-
cedes, I see the movement of 
God so uniq uely. Not only was 
the death of each of my parents 
different, but how God used 
each journey in my life has also 
been different. Grief is a uniq ue 
experience to each person;  one 
where we get to meet the Lord 
in a new and more meaning-
ful way. I do not just say this 
as empty words but from a rich 
place of experience. 

Recently, I was listening to a 
podcast on grief from a Chris-
tian counseling organization. I 
appreciated the reference given 
to a complete departure from 
the idea of “moving past grief, 
and/ or getting over the death 
of a loved one.” The death of 
a loved one is not something a 
person gets over, rather, it’s a 
new reality one must adjust to. 

The bible speaks so clearly to 
us about the redeeming nature of 
su ering and su ering s ecifi c 
to grief offers redeeming char-
acteristics. Meaning, through 
what Jesus Christ himself suf-
fered each experience became 
part of His Father’s redemptive 
work in Him. Likewise, so will 
our sufferings become part of 
the redeeming work God uses 
in our transformation as well.

Not all suffering is the same. 
Some suffering comes through 
conseq uence of disobedience in 
our lives. Some suffering comes 

as a ripple effect from the be-
havior of another. Some suffer-
ing comes as part of our fallen 
human condition. Some suffer-
ing is a result of direct, indirect 
and/ or systemic oppression. Ex-
periencing the death of a loved 
one is part of the natural order 
of living. The common thread 
God weaves through all our 
suffering experiences is how 
that suffering can be used in our 
lives and for our own formation 
( i.e., transformation/ change) .

Suffering that accompa-
nies death of a loved one has 
a few uniq ue characteristics. 
First, each one of us, if we live 
long enough will experience 
the death of someone we love. 
Grief suffering breaks down all 
barriers – color, background, 
economic status, gender, etc. 
Second, suffering the death of a 
loved one brings us into closer 
proximity to our own mortality. 
Third, which is where I want to 
anchor today is that grief suffer-
ing brings an ache that will not 
relent. It is harsh, pushy, inter-
rupting, cruel and expansively 
painful affecting our emotions, 
mind, body and spirit. Grief 
suffering cannot be compart-
mentalized to relieve the pain 
when it’s your grief. 

Finally, there is a saying  
grievers may hear from time 
to time “it will get better with 
time.” The truth is I do not be-
lieve the idea of it getting better 

encapsulates the Lord’s view. In 
my experience the idea of my 
grief from losing my mother 
getting better feels antithetical 
to what my soul needs.

My fellow bereaved may 
agree that often the grief felt 
connects us to the level of love 
felt. The idea of it getting better 
somehow con  icts with the lev
el of closeness I had and the de-
sire to maintain that closeness. 

What if the right way to view 
grief is to say that my grief mat-
ters. For the Lord blessed me 
with the gift of this person and 
relationship and my suffering 
this loss is not unseen or distant 
from God. What I suffer from 
losing my mom, dad, brother, 
child, grandmother, best friend 
will become part of the account 
of my redeeming story of all my 
sufferings and sorrows. 

What erupts from my soul 
in worship from how the Lord 
comforts, shows up for me, 
guides, and brings me through 
it becomes a part of the redeem-
ing work God accomplishes in 
me through the suffering and 
loss. My grief and sorrow be-
come part of God’s work in my 
life, not separate from God’s 
work in my life. Therefore, my 
grief matters;  we don’t need to 
leave it behind but allow it to 
bloom and burst forth for its 
redeeming and transforming 
value in heaven.
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Racism rears its ugly head 
in the Buffalo shootings

Grief Matters: Lifting it 
up vs leaving it behind

Marcel Ver-
dier’s 1840s 
painting, “Pun-
ishment of the 
Four Stakes/ Pegs 
in the Colonies,” 
depicts an en-

slaved black man, staked naked 
and spread-eagle face down on 
the ground as he is whipped by 
another enslaved man, while 
a white planter, joined by his 
wife and infant child casually 
look on.

This painting speaks to the 
power of the white man and the 
helplessness of the black man. 
This painting initially was cre-
ated for an exhibition in Paris, 
France, in the mid-1800s. But 
the exhibition jury rejected it 
because it was thought that its 
harsh theme would offend the 
colonial ambassadors in Paris 
at the time. It now hangs in a 
museum in Texas.

While the rabid right wing of 
this country is foaming at the 
mouth over what they are mis-
identifying as critical race the-
ory, claiming that it will make 
little white children ashamed of 
their heritage, they are blissful-
ly ignorant of the fact that their 
dirty drawers are showing from 
the backsides of their britches.

Tatters of their hateful bigot-
ry  a  in the bree e or every
one to see as they strut down 
history’s highway, pretending 
to be assured of their own su-
periority while fearful of being 
exposed for their inadeq uacies.

The display of these dirty un-
dies is made more obvious by 
visual culture theory.

Visual culture theory is an 
intellectual framework that 
helps us to understand that in a 
visual culture such as ours, ar-
tifacts and pictures are made to 
be seen in a certain way.

There is not room in this 
commentary to delve into art 
history, aesthetics, the psy-
chology of perception, the phi-
losophy of reference and vision 
science, or visual-cultural stud-
ies in history, sociology and 
anthropology. Instead, I offer 
the shorthand term, phenom-
enological symbolization, as an 
all-encompassing process. 

When my ancestor, trekking 
across the African savannah, 
spotted a lion in the distance, he 
gave it a wide berth because he 
did not get close enough to see 
that the lion was in the last stag-
es of dying from old age. The 
lion, as a phenomenon, symbol-
ized “danger,” and recognizing 
that symbol was necessary for 
my ancestor’s survival. But as 
in this example, symbols are 
sometimes misread.

In our lives, there are many 
symbols that represent various 
phenomenon, from the simple 
to the complex. A cross, a Star 
of David or a crescent may 
symbolize an entire series of 
beliefs and understandings that 
are so fi rmly held that societies 
have gone to war based upon 
those beliefs and understand-
ings.

The same can be said o   ags 
when national communities 
place great meaning in pieces 
of cloth arranged in various 
patterns of color and design. 
But it is not uncommon for 
these religious icons or national 
 ags to be misread in terms 

of what they represent. And 

therein lies the danger that can 
be avoided by understanding 
visual culture theory.

Visual cultures create visual 
vocabularies. And just as an ar-
ticulated word can bring a visu-
alized phenomenon to mind, so 
too can a picture or an artifact 
articulate an abstract thought, 
such as danger or hatred. And 
as certain words can be a part 
of a racist verbal vocabulary, 
so too can a picture or artifact 
be a part of a racist visual vo-
cabulary. 

While early Americans used 
certain racist words, phrases 
and images to justify slavery, 
French, British and other Euro-
pean expansionists were using 
images to rationalize European 
nationalism and colonialism. 
Visual culture is not uniq ue to 
America;  it is a worldwide phe-
nomenon. 

After centuries of this cul-
tural legacy, we are left with 
today’s visual vocabulary of 
race and difference. We live in 
a toxic environment where a 
certain skin color is made into a 
negative symbol. Aunt Jemima 
may have been liberated from 
the boxes of pancake mix and 
bottles of syrup, but the old rac-
ist images are too numerous 
and too widespread to deny that 
they existed on supermarket 
shelves for decades. This coun-
try is cluttered with Americana 
artifacts that demean Africans 
Americans and other people of 
color and speak to the racist na-
ture of this nation.

Racial bigots articulate their 
hatred with words and deeds, 
but as visual culture theory 
shows, they also speak with 
their art and artifacts. The ab-
surd denials of racial animus 
on the part of certain politi-
cians are made that much more 
ridiculous by their clinging to 
the old icons of their believed 
racial superiority.

Junius B. Stearns’ portrait of 
Washington on his plantation 
with his enslaved fi eldhands in 
the background speaks to white 
supremacy and racial superior-
ity as much as erdier s horrifi c 
scene of punishment.

But Stearns’ portrait of 
Washington is more cultur-
ally damning than Verdier’s 
work because while Verdier 
condemns slavery in his paint-
ing, Stearns applauds it in his. 

tearns created fi ve aintings 
portraying Washington as a 
statesman, soldier, farmer, with 
Martha during their wedding 
ceremony and, fi nally, on his 
deathbed, with his faithful en-
slaved valet, William Lee, in 
the background.

The racist culture in Ameri-
ca, both past and present, is too 
deeply chiseled into the bed-
rock of this nation to be erased, 
hidden or otherwise obscured. 
We must point it out when we 
see it in words and deeds. And 
we must also point it out when 
we see it in our visual culture.

We cannot let white su-
premacists continue to portray 
us as anything other than who 
we are. And we cannot let them 
portray themselves as anything 
other than what they are.

O scar H . B layton is a form er 
Marine Corps com bat pilot 
and hum an rights activist who 
practices law in V irginia. H is 
earlier com m entaries m ay be 
found at https: / / oblayton1.m e-
dium .com /    
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Ad v er tisement for  RFP
RFP 2022-14  Cor e Math Cu r r icu lu m Su ppor t

Electronic RFP proposals for the above RFP will be received by the Board of 
Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time), 
June 06, 2022 at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read 
aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all RFPs, to 
waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any RFP if approved for 
forty-fi ve calendar days from the date RFPs are opened.

There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Down-
load from Central Bidding website at www.centralbidding.com for a small fee of 
$49.99 or visit JPSD website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us and download. Ven-
dors must be registered with Central Bidding in order to electronically upload 
RFPs proposals at no cost. For any questions concerning the process, or how 
to register, please contact Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 
9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be 
delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

5/19/2022, 5/26/2022

LEGAL

Ad v er tisement for  RFP
RFP 2022-15  Pool of Par tner s to Pr ov id e Content-ar ea Su ppor t-Job  
Emb ed d ed  Pr ofessional Dev elopment ( Pr ocess Stand ar d  20)  and  

Ad ministr ativ e and  Instr u ctional Coaching  Su ppor t

Electronic RFP proposals for the above RFP will be received by the Board of 
Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time), 
June 08, 2022 at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read 
aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all RFPs, to 
waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any RFP if approved for 
forty-fi ve calendar days from the date RFPs are opened.

There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Down-
load from Central Bidding website at www.centralbidding.com for a small fee of 
$49.99 or visit JPSD website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us and

download. Vendors must be registered with Central Bidding in order to elec-
tronically upload RFPs proposals at no cost. For any questions concerning the 
process, or how to register, please contact Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 
9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be 
delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

5/19/2022, 5/26/2022

LEGAL

Electr onic Bid d ing  
Ad v er tisement for  Bid

Bid  3 208  Softb all and  Baseb all Facility at Hu g hes Field

Electronic and sealed bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) June 16, 2022 at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conferences concerning this project will be 
held at 545 Ellis Avenue, Jackson, MS 39209 on May 27, 2022 at 10:00 A.M. At-
tendance at the pre-bid conferences is non-mandatory but strongly encouraged. 
The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive 
informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-fi ve 
calendar days from the date bids are opened.

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.jpsdm-
sprojects.com. A $200.00 non-refundable deposit shall be required on each set 
of bid documents and must be purchased through the website. All plan holders 
are required to have a valid email address for registration. Questions regarding 
website registration and online orders please contact Plan House Printing, 607 
W. Main Street, Tupelo, MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid 
documents please contact Preston McKay at M3A Architects, Phone: 601-981-
1227, or Email: pmckay@m3aarch.com.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 
9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be 
delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201.
Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 
9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be 
delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

5/19/2022, 5/26/2022
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Ad v er tisement for  RFPS
RFP 2022-16 Enter pr ise Resou r ce Planning  ( ERP)  for  Finance and  

Hu man Resou r ces
RFP 2022-17  Stu d ent Infor mation System ( SIS)

Electronic RFP proposals for the above RFPs will be received by the Board of 
Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time), 
June 09, 2022 at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read 
aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all RFPs, to 
waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any RFP if approved for 
forty-fi ve calendar days from the date RFPs are opened.

There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Down-
load from Central Bidding website at www.centralbidding.com for a small fee of 
$49.99 or visit JPSD website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us and

download. Vendors must be registered with Central Bidding in order to elec-
tronically upload RFPs proposals at no cost. For any questions concerning the 
process, or how to register, please contact Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.
Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 
9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be 
delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

5/26/2022, 6/2/2022
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Ad v er tisement for  RFP
RFP 2022-18  A Cor e Phonics Pr og r am for  K-2 and  3 -8

Electronic RFP proposals for the above RFP will be received by the Board of 
Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time), 
June 14, 2022 at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read 
aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all RFPs, to 
waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any RFP if approved for 
forty-fi ve calendar days from the date RFPs are opened.

There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Down-
load from Central Bidding website at www.centralbidding.com for a small fee of 
$49.99 or visit JPSD website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us and download. Ven-
dors must be registered with Central Bidding in order to electronically upload 
RFPs proposals at no cost. For any questions concerning the process, or how 
to register, please contact Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.
  
Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 
9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be 
delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

5/26/2022, 6/2/2022

LEGAL

Ad v er tisement for  Bid
Bid  3 209  Classr oom Au d io Enhancement

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time), June 13, 2022 at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids to 
waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for 
forty-fi ve calendar days from the date bids are opened.  

There are two (2) options in which BID proposals may be obtained. Download 
from Central Bidding website at www.centralbidding.com for a small fee of 
$49.99 or visit JPSD website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us and download.  Ven-
dors must be registered with Central Bidding in order to electronically upload 
BID proposals at NO cost. For any questions concerning the process, or how to 
register, please contact Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 
9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be 
delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

5/26/2022, 6/2/2022
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NOTICE OF MEETING OF 
THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVA-
TION COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD A SPECIAL MEETING OPEN TO 
THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8TH, 2022 AT 12:00 NOON IN THE 2nd 
FLOOR PLANNING CONFERENCE ROOM OF THE WARREN HOOD BUILD-
ING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES

Minutes from May 10th JHPC Board meeting

III. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
 A. OLD BUSINESS
 B. NEW BUSINESS

II. OTHER ITEMS
 1. Administratively Approved COAs.

III. ADJOURN 

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFE-
TY, AND WELFARE, COMMISSIONERS AND APPLICANTS WILL ATTEND 
THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  MEMBERS OF THE PUB-
LIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING CDOT-
SON@JACKSONMS.GOV TO REGISTER PRIOR TO JUNE 3rd, 2022.

5/26/2022

LEGAL

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF HINDS COUNTY MISSISSIPPI
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT

IN RE THE DISSOLUTION OF THE
TESTAMENTARY TRUST CREATED
BY THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT
OF VIOLA E. LAKE, DECEASED  

   CAUSE#______________

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

TO ANY AND ALL PERSONS HAVING AN INTEREST
IN “THAT BLOCK OF LAND DESCRIBED AS BOUNDED 
BY CAPITOL STREET, ROSE STREET, GRAND AVENUE 
AND ARMANDALE STREET CONTAINING 5 ACRES MORE OR LESS
AND being described in an instrument of conveyance from Robert Lake, Ex-
ecutor of
the Estate of Viola Lake  to the City of Jackson recorded in 
Book 800 at Pages 555-558 of the Hinds County Chancery Court land records

The City of Jackson has fi led a Petition to Dissolve the Testamentary Trust 
and for Other
Relief in the Hinds County Chancery Court, which seeks to dissolve the tes-
tamentary trust
created by the Last Will and Testament of Viola Lake.  The Petition also re-
quests that the Court declare the restraint on alienation of the property void 
and authorize the sell and disposal of
the property.

You may object to the petition  or assert any claim or interest within thirty 
(30) days of the fi rst publication of this Summons by Publication.  If an objec-
tion is fi led or a claim or interest asserted, it should be fi led with the clerk of 
the Hinds County Chancery Court, and a copy of same should be mailed to 
counsel representing the City of Jackson at Post Offi ce Box 2779, Jackson 
MS 39207-2779. 

Issued under my hand and the seal of this Court on this the 11th day of March 
2022.

Eddie Jean Carr, Chancery Clerk

By __________________________________,DC

5/19/2022, 5/26/2022 6/2/2022
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ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI HONORARY 
RENAMING MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DRIVE FROM FORTIFICATION 

STREET TO COHEA STREET TO LAWRENCE TURNER DRIVE.

WHEREAS, Mr. Lawrence Turner is a pillar of the community and long respect-
ed business leader in Jackson, Mississippi, made his earthly transition recently; 
and

WHEREAS, Mr. Lawrence Turner served as a member of the Historic Preserva-
tion Board for the City, and was active in Church, school, and other civic affairs; 
and

WHEREAS, Mr. Lawrence Turner and his humanitarian efforts in the City of 
Jackson, deserve recognition by the honorary renaming of this Street portion 
in his honor.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, that the Jackson City Council hereby 
honorary renames Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive from Fortifi cation Street to Co-
hea Street to Lawrence Turner Drive.

Council Member Stokes moved adoption; Vice President Lee seconded.
Yeas – Banks, Foote, Grizzell, Hartley, Lee, Lindsay and Stokes.
Nays – None. 
Absent – None.   

ATTEST:

Angela Harris
Municipal Clerk

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualifi ed Municipal Clerk and lawful cus-
todian of records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the 
foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its 
Regular Council Meeting March 29th, 2022 and recorded in Minute Book “6U, 
Page 585”.

WITNESS my signature and offi cial seal of offi ce, this the 20th day of May, 2022.

          SEAL                                           Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk

5/26/2022
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ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
ESTABLISHING THE HONORARY NAMING OF NASHVILLE STREET FROM 
EMINENCE ROW TO MAYES STREET TO MR. WILLIE WRIGHT, SR. DRIVE.

WHEREAS, Mr. Willie Wright, Sr. was a very well-known and highly respected 
leader of Jackson, Mississippi and the V irden Addition community; and

WHEREAS, he left Y azoo City, Mississippi at the age of 18 , settling in Jackson, 
Mississippi where he led his family, modeling unparalleled strength for family 
and community through his involvement in Masonry, president of PTA at various 
schools, I .S. Sanders Y MCA and the N AACP; at Cade Chapel Baptist Church, 
he took the reins as Deacon, Finance Chairman, and Superintendent for over 
thirty years; for many youth, he ex hibited the “ father”  image; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the citizens of the City of Jackson that this 
distinguished citizen, Man of G od, and community leader be honored with this 
street designation in his honor.

N OW, THEREFORE, BE I T ORDAI N ED: 

Section 1. That N ashville Street, from Eminence Row to Mayes Street be honor-
ary named to Mr.
Willie Wright, Sr. Drive.

Section 2. That the City Clerk shall transmit a certifi ed copy of this Ordinance to 
the Director of the Mississippi State Highway Department.

Section 3 . That the City engineer is hereby authorized and directed to make ap-
propriate revision to the offi cial map of the City of Jackson, Mississippi, to re  ect 
the offi cial renaming of said street.

Section 4 .  That the City Clerk shall notify the United States Postal Service, 
Public Safety Communication Division, and other appropriate City departments, 
and all other necessary parties of the offi cial renaming of said street.

Council Member Stokes moved adoption; V ice President Lee seconded.
Y eas –  Banks, Foote, G rizzell, Hartley, Lee, Lindsay and Stokes.
N ays –  N one. 
Absent –  N one.   

ATTEST:

Angela Harris
Municipal Clerk

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualifi ed Municipal Clerk and lawful cus-
todian of records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the 
foregoing is a true and ex act copy of an Order passed by the City Council at 
its Regular Council Meeting March 2 9, 2 02 2  and recorded in Minute Book “ 6 U, 
Pages 5 8 4 -5 8 5 .”

WITNESS my signature and offi cial seal of offi ce, this the 20th day of May, 2022.

          SEAL                                           Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk

5 / 2 6 / 2 02 2
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk s Offi ce of Jackson, the bid must 
be stamped in by 3 :3 0 P.M. Tuesday, June 14 , 2 02 2  at which time said bids will 
be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 2 19 South President Street (City 
Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

7 5 07 8 -06 14 2 2  Twenty-Four Month Supply of Clay G ravel and Wash G ravel
      
The above must comply with the City s specifi cations.   Copies of proposal forms 
can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 2 00 South President Street, 
Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of bid specifi ca-
tions are fi led with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill 
N o 999, 198 6  Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public 
Purchasing.  I t is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal 
business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-
condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed 
and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid 
submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City 
of Jackson’ s EBO Ordinance.   Failure to comply with the City’ s EBO Ordinance 
shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible con-
tract.  For more information on the City’ s EBO Program, please contact the 
Offi ce of Economic Development at (601)960-1638.   Copies of the EBO Ordi-
nance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with 
the Offi ce of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second 
Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.   The City also reserves 
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  Bid 
awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price 
in accordance with specifi cations.  The award could be according to the low-
est cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part 
of any proposal.  Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid 
proposal.   I n those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’ s 
intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some 
variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form.  
Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination during 
the bid review.

Monica Oliver, Acting Purchasing Manager 
Purchasing Division 
(6 01) 96 0-102 5

5 / 2 6 / 2 02 2 , 6 / 2 / 2 02 2
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COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)

EARN $15,000 - $40,000 OVER 5
YEARS. #1 Hunting Lease Company in
America. Customize your contract. Call
Base Camp Leasing 1-888-871-1982

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
today with a GENERAC Home Standby
Generator. $0 Money Down plus low
monthly payment options. Request a FREE
QUOTE - Call now before the next power
outage: 1-844-316-8630
THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare
for power outages and power your home.
Full installation services available. $0
Down Financing Option. Request a FREE,
no obligation, quote today. Call 1-844-
355-7099.

AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save! Call: 833-678-0500
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
w w w. d e n t a l 5 0 p l u s . c o m / m s p r e s s
#6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-
ING at one low rate. 601-981-3060

USE ItchNoMore SHAMPOO on dogs
and cats to relieve secondary dermatitis,
treat yeast infections, and eliminate
doggy odor. At Tractor Supply
(www.fleabeacon.com)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING,
memory care, or independent living? A
Place for Mom simplifies the process of
finding senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-855-530-0567 today!
STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR
DISEASE are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-855-393-
5067. Week of May 22, 2022

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

I n s u r a n c e

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

F o r S a l e

F a r m E q u i p m e n t

P e t s / L i v e s t o c k

KEEP UP TO SPEED
With Classified

Advertising

Place Your Classified Ad

STATEWIDE
In 95 Newspapers!

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement Available

To Place Your Ad Order Call: 

MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

DIESEL MECHANIC
beginning May 15, 2022 

Opening for Diesel Mechanic at Red Hills 
Mine, Ackerman, MS. Will be responsible 
for performing preventive maintenance, 
troubleshooting, and making repairs on 
heavy equipment.  Successful candidates 
will have a background in repair and 
maintenance of heavy equipment, 
knowledge of diesel engines, transmissions, 
drive trains, pneumatic, hydraulic, electrical 
and air-conditioning systems.  Minimum 
of a high school diploma or GED required. 
Vocational training is preferred. 

Accepting applications online at
www.nacoal.com

EEO/M/F/disability/veteran You must meet at least 
the specific minimum requirements listed above to 

be considered a qualified applicant.

      

DIESEL MECHANIC
beginning May 15, 2022 

Opening for Diesel Mechanic at Red Hills 
Mine, Ackerman, MS. Will be responsible 
for performing preventive maintenance, 
troubleshooting, and making repairs on 
heavy equipment.  Successful candidates 
will have a background in repair and 
maintenance of heavy equipment, 
knowledge of diesel engines, transmissions, 
drive trains, pneumatic, hydraulic, electrical 
and air-conditioning systems.  Minimum 
of a high school diploma or GED required. 
Vocational training is preferred. 

Accepting applications online at
www.nacoal.com

EEO/M/F/disability/veteran You must meet at least 
the specific minimum requirements listed above to 

be considered a qualified applicant.
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 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3 118  Liv ing st o n R o a d
CASH & CARRY
C a pit o l St r eet   a nd Mo num ent  St r eet
CITY HALL
219  S Pr esident  St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
26 5 9  Liv ing st o n R o a d
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 9 5 7 N o r t hv iew  D r  ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
203 0 N  Siw ell R d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
43 3 1 H ig hw a y  8 0W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5 9 9 0 Medg a r  E v er s B lv d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 C a pit o l St  ( D o w nt o w n J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 04 B r ia r w o o d D r
DOLLAR GENERAL 
28 5 5  Mc D o w ell R d
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Ter r y  R d
J & A FUEL STORES
3 249  Medg a r  E v er s  B lv d.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
23 25  Liv ing st o n R d.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
N o r t hside D r iv e
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
6 5 3  D uling  A v enue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
J a c kso n Medic a l Ma ll 
3 5 0 W  W o o dr o w  W ilso n A v enue
SHELL FOOD MART
5 49 2 W a t kins D r iv e

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6 3 9 4 R idg ew o o d R d ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Ter r y  R d ( So ut h J a c kso n)
WALGREENS 
3 8 0 W .  W o o dr o w  W ilso n A v e

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - anton, MS
B & B
702 est orth Street - anton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 orth Liberty - anton, MS
BULLY’S STORE

hurch Street - anton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - anton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther ing Drive - anton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - anton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 hurch Street - anton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 est Fulton Street - anton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - anton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - anton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 estside Drive - anton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125  Sw ing ing  B r idg e  D r .
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5 777 Ter r y  R o a d
CITY HALL
Ter r y   R o a d

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - linton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
a t  E x it  78
CITY HALL 
W est   C unning ha m   A v enue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
5 05  E .  Ma in St r eet
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port ibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 . Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 . ourt Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 ourtyard S uare, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi H w y  18
PITT STOP 
101 H w y  18  &  27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration.  Member of the 
TX & NM Bar Associations.  Mail:  1420 NW St Washington D.C. Office: Broward County Florida.  Services may be provided by 
associated attorneys licensed in other states.

855-589-1054

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS
FOR OVER 25 YEARS!

FIGHTING FOR YOUR

You Could Be Eligible To Receive:

Steady monthly income
depending on your 
paid in amount

A lump sum payment 
of benefits owed 
from back-pay

Annual cost of 
living increases

$

Need Help Getting
Social Security
Disability Benefits?
We Can Help!

• We simplify the process & strive 
   for quick claim approval

• Starting the process is easy and 
  takes only minutes to complete

We Can Help!

Helping thousands get the benefits they deserve

Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration.  Member of the 
TX & NM Bar Associations.  Mail:  1420 NW St Washington D.C. Office: Broward County Florida.  Services may be provided by 
associated attorneys licensed in other states.

855-589-1054

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS
FOR OVER 25 YEARS!

FIGHTING FOR YOUR

You Could Be Eligible To Receive:

Steady monthly income
depending on your 
paid in amount

A lump sum payment 
of benefits owed 
from back-pay

Annual cost of 
living increases

$

Need Help Getting
Social Security
Disability Benefits?
We Can Help!

• We simplify the process & strive 
   for quick claim approval

• Starting the process is easy and 
   takes only minutes to complete

We Can Help!

Helping thousands get the benefits they deserve

Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration.  Member of the 
TX & NM Bar Associations.  Mail:  1420 NW St Washington D.C. Office: Broward County Florida.  Services may be provided by 
associated attorneys licensed in other states.

855-589-1054

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS
FOR OVER 25 YEARS!

FIGHTING FOR YOUR

You Could Be Eligible To Receive:

Steady monthly income
depending on your 
paid in amount

A lump sum payment 
of benefits owed 
from back-pay

Annual cost of 
living increases

$

Need Help Getting
Social Security
Disability Benefits?
We Can Help!

• We simplify the process & strive 
   for quick claim approval

• Starting the process is easy and 
   takes only minutes to complete

We Can Help!

Helping thousands get the benefits they deserve
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL 
OFFER!*

(844) 355-7099

*O�er value when purchased at retail. 
**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.
Solar panels sold separately.

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

*Financing available through authorized Generac partners.*Financing available through authorized Generac partners.

PWRcell, Generac’s fully-integrated 
solar + battery storage system, stores 
solar energy that can power your whole 
home during utility power outages and 
save you money on your electric bill.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL 
OFFER!*

(844) 355-7099

*O�er value when purchased at retail. 
**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.
Solar panels sold separately.
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T h e  Du r a n t  M i s s i o n a r y  B a p -
t i s t  Ch u r c h  ( DM B C)  o f  Du r a n t ,  
M i s s .  r e c e n t l y  h e l d  i t s  3 4 t h - y e a r  
Co u n t y  W i d e  B a c c a l a u r e a t e  Se r -
v i c e s  t o  e n c o u r a g e  a n d  p r a y  f o r  
t h e  g r a d u a t e s  o f  H o l m e s  Co u n t y  
Ce n t r a l  H i g h  Sc h o o l  Cl a s s  o f  
2 0 2 2

“ T h i s  c l a s s  h a s  h a d  a  c h a l l e n g -
i n g  l a s t  t w o  y e a r s , ”  s a i d  p a s t o r  
a n d  s p e a k e r  Dr .  N a t h a n i e l  Ch r i s -
t i a n ,  r e f e r e n c i n g  t h e i r  m a t r i c u -
l a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  
CO V ID- 1 9  p a n d e m i c .

In  r e t r o s p e c t ,  CO V ID- 1 9  h i t  
w h i l e  t h i s  c l a s s  a n d  o t h e r s  w e r e  
o n  Sp r i n g  B r e a k  i n  m i d - M a r c h  
2 0 2 0 .  Sc h o o l  c l o s u r e s  t o o k  p l a c e  
s t a t e w i d e .  G o v .  T a t e  R e e v e s  i s -
s u e d  a  “ Sh e l t e r  i n  P l a c e ”  Ex e c u -
t i v e  O r d e r ,  e f f e c t i v e  Ap r i l  3 .  H e  
l a t e r  r e p l a c e d  i t  w i t h  a  “ Sa f e r  
a t  H o m e ”  o n  M a y  2 2 ,  2 0 2 0 ,  t o  
w h i c h  H o l m e s  Co u n t y  w a s  a d d -
e d  a s  t h e  e i g h t h  h o t p o t  f o r  CO -
V ID- 1 9 .

Sc h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  s t u -
d e n t s ,  a n d  p a r e n t s  p i v o t e d  a n d  
t r i e d  t o  a d a p t  t o  a  v i r t u a l  l e a r n i n g  
p l a t f o r m  i n  a  r u r a l  c o u n t y  w h e r e  
In t e r n e t  c o n n e c t i v i t y  w a s  a l r e a d y  
a n  i s s u e .  Sc h o o l  b u s e s  w o u l d  
s t i l l  r u n ,  b u t  t o  d e l i v e r  d i s t r i c t -
p r e p a r e d  n u t r i t i o n a l  m e a l s  t o  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  a t  h o m e .  H CCSD i s  a  
1 0 0 %  Fr e e  a n d  R e d u c e d  Lu n c h  
d i s t r i c t

M o r e  t h a n  a  y e a r  l a t e r  o n  Au g .  
5 ,  2 0 2 1 ,  t h e  Cl a s s  o f  2 0 2 2  a n d  
o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  
St a t e  t a k e - o v e r  o f  i t s  s c h o o l  d i s -
t r i c t ,  a p p r o v e d  a n d  p r o c l a i m e d  
b y  G o v e r n o r  R e e v e s  a f t e r  a  r e c -
o m m e n d a t i o n  o n  Au g .  3 ,  2 0 2 1 ,  
f r o m  t h e  St a t e  B o a r d  o f  Ed u c a -
t i o n .

De s p i t e  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s ,  P a s -
t o r  Ch r i s t i a n  s a i d ,  “ T h e  c l a s s  i s  
a  b l e s s i n g  i n  i t s e l f .  I t h i n k  t h a t  
w e  a l l  s h o u l d  j u s t  s t a n d  a n d  g i v e  
G o d  a  h a n d .  As  t h e  s o n g  s a y s ,  
‘ m a n y  d i d n ’ t  m a k e  i t  b u t  I’ m  s o  
g l a d  t h a t  I a m  o n e  o f  t h e  o n e s  
w h o  d i d . ” ’  H e  u r g e d :  “ Do n ’ t  
a b o r t  y o u r  s o u r c e  o f  s t r e n g t h , ”  
u s i n g  P h i l i p p i a n s  4 : 1 3  –  “ I c a n  
d o  a l l  t h i n g s  t h r o u g h  Ch r i s t  
w h i c h  s t r e n g t h e n s  m e . ”

“ T h i n g s  a r e  c h a n g i n g  r a p -
i d l y …  Y o u  a r e  o n  t h e  c u t t i n g  
e d g e  o f  c h a n g e ;  y o u  h a v e  t o  b e  
f o c u s e d ;  h o l d  o n  t o  t h e  s o u r c e  
o f  y o u r  s t r e n g t h ,  a n d  d o n ’ t  h i d e  
y o u r  b i b l e s . ”  h e  a d v i s e d .

The church was fi lled with 
p a r e n t s ,  e d u c a t o r s ,  o u t - o f - t o w n -
e r s  a n d  o t h e r  w e l l - w i s h e r s  i n  
s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  g r a d u a t e s .

N a t i v e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  P r o p h e t -
e s s  G w e n d o l y n  P .  Da v i s  o f  Da y -
t o n ,  O h i o  w a s  i n  t o w n  t o  s u p p o r t  
h e r  n i e c e ,  Cu r a y a  W a s h i n g t o n .  
“ I w a s  p r e s e n t  f o r  h e r  p r e - k i n -
d e r g a r t e n  g r a d u a t i o n  w h e n  h e r  
g r e a t  g r a n d p a r e n t s  w e r e  s t i l l  
h e r e ,  n o w ,  w o w ,  I a m  p r e s e n t  a t  
h e r  h i g h  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t i o n .  T h a t  

m e a n s  a  l o t , ”  s a i d  Da v i s  w h o  
s a i d  h e r  n i e c e  h a s  h a d  a  “ g r a n d  
s e n i o r  y e a r . ”

P a r e n t  An t w a n  Cl a r k  c o m -
m e n t e d ,  “ M y  w i f e  a n d  I w e r e  
o v e r j o y e d  w h e n  w e  h e a r d  t h a t  

B r e a n n a  w a s  N o .  4  i n  h e r  c l a s s .  
W e  k n o w  t h a t  s h e  i s  v e r y  s m a r t ,  
a n d  i t ’ s  g r e a t  t o  s e e  t h a t  h e r  h a r d  
w o r k  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n  h a v e  p a i d  
o f f , ”  h e  s a i d .

Du r i n g  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  s t u d e n t s  

r e c e i v e d  a w a r d s  a n d  s c h o l a r -
s h i p s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  o n e s  m a n y  
r e c e i v e d  d u r i n g  a  p r i o r  Cl a s s  
Da y  e v e n t .  

“ M y  c l a s s m a t e s ,  o u r  p o t e n t i a l  
i s  b o u n d l e s s , ”  s a i d  Li l l i a n  Le w i s ,  

c l a s s  v a l e d i c t o r i a n ,  a n d  a  r e c i p i -
e n t  o f  s e v e r a l  s c h o l a r s h i p s  a n d  
a w a r d s .

T h e  s a l u t a t o r i a n  i s  Z a n a s h i a  
H a w k i n s .  Aj a h  W e b s t e r  i s  N o .  3  
i n  c l a s s .

Su p e r i n t e n d e n t  Dr .  J e n n i f e r  
W i l s o n  w a s  i n v i t e d  b y  t h e  c h u r c h  
t o  o f f e r  w o r d s  o f  e n c o u r a g e m e n t .

“ G r a d u a t e s ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  I w i l l  
o f f e r  y o u  a  f e w  w o r d s  o f  w i s d o m ,  
a n d  m y  w o r d s  w i l l  b e  c a p t u r e d  
u n d e r  t h e  t h e m e :  Do n ’ t  e a t  t h e  
m a r s h m a l l o w ! ”  W i l s o n  b e g a n .  
“ Fi r s t ,  I n e e d  y o u  t o  t u r n  t o  y o u r  
c l a s s m a t e  o n  y o u r  l e f t  a n d  s a y ,  
“ Do n ’ t  e a t  t h e  m a r s h m a l l o w . ”  
N o w  t u r n  t o  y o u r  c l a s s m a t e  o n  
y o u r  r i g h t  a n d  s a y ,  “ I s a i d ,  “ Do n ’ t  
e a t  t h e  m a r s h m a l l o w .  N o w ,  w h a t  
d o e s  a l l  t h a t  m e a n ?

W i l s o n  e x p l a i n e d :
“ In  t h e  1 9 6 0 s ,  a  r e s e a r c h e r  

c o n d u c t e d  a  s t u d y  w i t h  4 - a n d -
5 - y e a r - o l d  c h i l d r e n .  H e  b r o u g h t  
e a c h  i n t o  a  r o o m ,  a n d  o n  a  t a -
b l e  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e m ,  h e  p l a c e d  
a  m a r s h m a l l o w .  H e  t o l d  e a c h ,  
‘ Y o u  m a y  h a v e  o n e  m a r s h m a l -
l o w  n o w  o r  i f  y o u  c a n  w a i t  2 0  
m i n u t e s  w h i l e  I r u n  a n  e r r a n d ,  
w h e n  I c o m e  b a c k ,  y o u  m a y  h a v e  
t w o  m a r s h m a l l o w s . ’  

“ So m e  k i d s  j u m p e d  u p  a n d  a t e  
t h e  m a r s h m a l l o w  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  
r e s e a r c h e r  l e f t  t h e  r o o m .  O t h e r s  
w i g g l e d ,  b o u n c e d  a n d  s c o o t e d  
i n  t h e i r  c h a i r s  a n d  t r i e d  t o  h o l d  
out, but eventually, within fi ve 
m i n u t e s ,  t h e y  t o o  g o b b l e d  d o w n  
the marshmallow. And fi nally, a 
f e w  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  d i d  w a i t  a n d  
r e c e i v e d  a  d o u b l e  r e w a r d .  T h i s  
p o p u l a r  s t u d y  b e c a m e  k n o w n  a s  
T h e  M a r s h m a l l o w  Ex p e r i m e n t .  

“ T h e  r e s e a r c h e r  t r a c k e d  t h e  
c h i l d r e n ’ s  p r o g r e s s  a n d  l a t e r  
f o u n d  t h a t  t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  w i l l -
ing to delay gratifi cation and 
w a i t e d  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  m a r s h -
m a l l o w  e n d e d  u p  h a v i n g  h i g h e r  
SAT  s c o r e s ,  w e r e  m o r e  s e l f -
m o t i v a t e d ,  m o r e  d i s c i p l i n e d  a n d  
l e s s  e a s i l y  f r u s t r a t e d  t h a n  t h e  s t u -
dents who ate the fi rst one.

“ Su r p r i s i n g l y ,  l a t e r  i n  l i f e  t h e  
r e s e a r c h e r  t r a c k e d  s o m e  o f  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  4 0  y e a r s ,  
a n d  o v e r  a n d  o v e r ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
w h o  p a t i e n t l y  w a i t e d  f o r  t h e  
s e c o n d  m a r s h m a l l o w  s u c c e e d e d  
i n  w h a t e v e r  c a p a c i t y  t h e y  w e r e  
m e a s u r i n g . ”  

Af t e r  s h a r i n g  t h e  M a r s h m a l -
l o w  Ex p e r i m e n t ,  W i l s o n  c o n -
c l u d e d :  “ If  y o u  w a n t  t o  b e  g r e a t ,  
i t ’ s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  h a p p e n  o v e r -
n i g h t .  M y  a d m o n i s h m e n t  t o  y o u  
i n  w h a t e v e r  y o u  d o  i n  l i f e ,  i s  t o  
w o r k  h a r d  a t  i t ,  d o n ‘ t  t a k e  t h e  
e a s y  r o a d .  R e m e m b e r ,  t h e  b i b l e  
s a y s ,  “ T h e  r a c e  i s  n o t  g i v e n  t o  
t h e  s w i f t ,  n o r  t h e  b a t t l e  t o  t h e  
s t r o n g  b u t  t h e y  w h o  e n d u r e  t o  
t h e  e n d .  Co n g r a t u l a t i o n s ,  y o u n g  
p e o p l e  f o r  a  j o b  w e l l  d o n e . ”

“ T h e  r e s i l i e n t  1 9 4 - m e m b e r  
Cl a s s  o f  2 0 2 2  r a c k e d  u p  m o r e  
t h a n  $ 4 5 0 K  i n  s c h o l a r s h i p s , ”  
s a i d  H CCH S P r i n c i p a l  An t w a y n  
P a t r i c k .

H e  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e d  t h r e e  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  m e n ’ s  5 - A B a s -
k e t b a l l  Ch a m p i o n  J a g u a r s  w h o  
w e r e  a m o n g  t h e  g r a d u a t e s
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Holmes County Central High School 
Class of 2022: Scholars of ‘Resiliency’
Send-off  advice: ‘Don’t abort your source of strength’ and ‘Don’t eat the marshmallow’

Alcorn alum Jimmie Simpson (center) presents two $1k schol-
arships to Caraya Washington (L) and Artavion Young (R)

Graduates stand attentively during a segment of Baccaulaureate Service    PHOTOS BY GAIL H.M. BROWN

Derrick D. Smith received the CSLC Mer-
dis A. Anderson Memorial Scholarship

Graduate Reginald Thomas received 
a CSLC book stipend

HCCHS graduate Breana Washing-
ton, No. 4 in class

Nissan believes in 
the power of education.

W e a r e pr o ud 
suppo r t er s o f  
st udent s a nd 
educ a t o r s 
ev er y w her e.

By Gail H.M. Brown, Ph.D.
Contributing W riter

Principal Antwayne Patrick recog-
nizes graduating 5A champions

Superintendent Wilson gives Word 
of Encouragements. Willie Dale presents PhiBetaSigma Scholarship to Lillian Lewis. 

Tyrekus Mayze recieved 
the CSLC Lula M. Friar 
Memorial Scholarship.

Valendictorian Lillian 
Lewis shares Class Motto Ricky Fletcher, 5A champ Corbin Campbell, 5A champ Malik Crigler, 5A champ



Ev e r y b o d y  i n .
T h e  m e e t i n g ’ s  a b o u t  t o  s t a r t ,  

t h e  t r a i n  i s  l e a v i n g  s o o n ,  t h e  c a r  
i s  i d l i n g ,  s o  p a c k  i t  u p  a n d  l e t ’ s  
g o .  W e ’ r e  n o t  l e a v i n g  a n y o n e  b e -
h i n d  a n d  n o b o d y  c a n  c o m p l a i n  
a b o u t  b e i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  l o o p  i f  
w e ’ r e  t o g e t h e r ,  s o  e v e r y b o d y  i n .  
W i t h  “ In c l u s i o n  R e v o l u t i o n ”  b y  
Da i s y  Au g e r - Do m í n g u e z ,  w e  c a n  
b e  s u r e  t h a t  n o  o n e ’ s  m i s s e d .

T h e  b e s t  t h e r e  i s .  N o w  t h a t  t h e  
w o r l d  s e e m s  t o  b e  g e t t i n g  a  l i t t l e  
c l o s e r  t o  n o r m a l ,  t h a t ’ s  w h a t  y o u  
w a n t  f o r  y o u r  b u s i n e s s :  t h e  b e s t  

e m p l o y e e s  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  y o u  
h a v e  o p e n .  An d  n o w ,  s a y s  Au -
g e r - Do m í n g u e z ,  i s  t h e  b e s t  t i m e  
t o  a d d  i n c l u s i v i t y  t o  y o u r  h i r i n g  
p r a c t i c e s .

T o  s t a r t  t h e  “ In c l u s i o n  R e v o -
l u t i o n , ”  s h e  s a y s ,  “ c o m m i t  t o . . .  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w h o  y o u  a r e  a n d  
w h a t . . .  b a r r i e r s ”  y o u r  b u s i n e s s  
h a s  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  B IP O C e m -
p l o y e e s .  Do n ’ t  a l l o w  y o u r s e l f  t o  
s a y  i t ’ s  “ a l w a y s  b e e n  d o n e ”  t h i s  
w a y  o r  t h a t  b e c a u s e  e v e n  i f  i t  h a s ,  
t h i n g s  c a n  c h a n g e .

B e  s u r e  t o  d i s c u s s  y o u r  i d e a s  
w i t h  e v e r y b o d y  o n  y o u r  t e a m ,  
a n d  a s k  f o r  c a r e f u l  r e f e r r a l s .  Au -

g e r - Do m í n g u e z  s a y s  t h a t  g o i n g  
t h e  “ f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y ”  r o u t e  
m a y  h a v e  w o r k e d  b e f o r e  b u t  
s t u d i e s  s h o w  t h a t  r e c o m m e n d a -
t i o n s  f r o m  t h o s e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f t e n  
r e s u l t  i n  n e w  h i r e s  t h a t  a r e  t h e  
s a m e  a s  c u r r e n t  e m p l o y e e s  i n  
r a c e ,  g e n d e r  a n d  i d e n t i t y .

U s e  y o u r  p r i v i l e g e  f o r  c h a n g e ,  
b u t  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  “ P r i v i l e g e  
i s  a  t r a n s i e n t  c o n c e p t . ”  B e  b o l d  
w i t h  y o u r  g o a l s  a n d  w i l l i n g  t o  
a c k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  p r o g r e s s  i s  
g o o d  b u t  t h e r e ’ s  a l w a y s  r o o m  t o  
d o  b e t t e r .  K n o w  t h e  l e g a l i t i e s  o f  
i n c l u s i v e  i n t e r v i e w i n g  a n d  h i r -
i n g ,  a n d  m a k e  s u r e  a l l  m a n a g e r s  

a r e  a w a r e ,  t o o .  T r y  t o  i g n o r e  r e -
s u m e s  o r ,  a t  t h e  v e r y  l e a s t ,  c o v e r  
t h e  n a m e s  o n  t h e m  b e f o r e  y o u  
l o o k  t h e m  o v e r ;  l i k e w i s e ,  k n o w  
h o w  t o  u s e  t h e  r i g h t  l a n g u a g e  
w h e n  r e c r u i t i n g .  Ch a n g e  t h e  w a y  
y o u  i n t e r v i e w  b y  a s k i n g  “ b e t t e r . . .  
q u e s t i o n s . ”  St r i v e  t o  f o c u s  o n  
“ c u l t u r e  a d d ”  r a t h e r  t h a n  “ c u l t u r e  
fi t.  

U s e  a  g o o d  b a l a n c e  o f  m e n -
t o r s h i p  a n d  s p o n s o r s h i p  t o  h e l p  
e m p l o y e e s  g e t  a c c o m m o d a t e d .  
Ex p e c t  t h a t  y o u ’ l l  g e t  u n c o m f o r t -
a b l e  n o w  a n d  t h e n .

And fi nally, chec  yoursel  
c o n s t a n t l y :  w h a t  i f  y o u ’ r e  t h e  

p r o b l e m ?
Ch a n c e s  a r e  t h a t  i f  y o u ’ r e  a  

m a n a g e r  o r  b u s i n e s s o w n e r ,  y o u r s  
i s  n o t  s t r i c t l y  a n  8 - t o - 5  j o b ;  y o u  
p r o b a b l y  p u t  i n  a  c o n s i d e r a b l y  
l o n g e r  d a y .  An d  i f  y o u  p l a n  o n  
t a c k l i n g  “ In c l u s i o n  R e v o l u t i o n ”  
b y  y o u r s e l f ,  y o u  c a n  c o u n t  o n  
s o m e  v e r y  l a t e  n i g h t s  f o r  a w h i l e ,  
t o o .

In d e e d ,  t h e r e ’ s  a  l o t  t o  u n p a c k  
i n s i d e  t h i s  b o o k  –  a l m o s t  a  f u l l -
t i m e  j o b ’ s  w o r t h  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  
t o  k n o w ,  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  i m p l e -
m e n t  t o  d o  t h i s  t h i n g  r i g h t .  T h e  
r e w a r d ,  a s  a u t h o r  Da i s y  Au g e r -
Do m í n g u e z  s u g g e s t s ,  l i e s  i n  a  

n e w l y - d i v e r s e  g r o u p  o f  e m p l o y -
e e s  w i t h  a  w i d e r  b r e a d t h  o f  e x p e -
r i e n c e s  t o  e n h a n c e  y o u r  p r o d u c t .

An d  y e t ,  j u d g i n g  b y  t h i s  a d -
v i c e - p a c k e d  b o o k ,  t h i s  w o n ’ t  b e  
e a s y ;  s o m e  b u s i n e s s e s  m a y  e v e n  
fi nd that im lementing this boo  
c o u l d  b e  a  s e r i o u s  c h a l l e n g e .  In  
t h a t  c a s e ,  r e a d e r s  m a y  g e t  t h e  
f e e l i n g  t h a t  Au g e r - Do m í n g u e z  
h a s  m e r e l y  s c r a t c h e d  t h e  s u r f a c e  
o f  w h a t  t h e r e  i s  t o  d o .

St i l l ,  y o u  h a v e  t o  s t a r t  s o m e -
w h e r e  a n d  t h i s  b o o k  i s  a  g o o d  b e -
g i n n i n g .  “ In c l u s i o n  R e v o l u t i o n ”  
may be over  owing, but it s what 
y o u  w a n t  w h e n  y o u ’ r e  a l l  i n .

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
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WRTM-FM 100.5  FM, JACKSON’ S SOUL, 
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN 
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE 
VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC 
ADULTS WANT TO HEAR!  

BOOK REVIEW:
INCLUSION REVOLUTION:
THE ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO DISMANTLING 
RACIAL INEQUALITY IN THE WORKPLACE
BY DAISY AUGER-DOMÍNGUEZ
C.2022, SEAL PRESS
$30.00 • 352 PAGES
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November 12, 1921 - May 20, 2022
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K e r m i t  H o w a r d Sm i t h , a f f e c t i o n a t e l y k n o w n 
a s  “ K T ”  a n d “ K T  Fr o g ”  w a s  b or n J u ne  2 8 , 1 9 5 0 
t o  t h e  u n i o n o f  El m a  M a x i ne  Sm i t h a n d t h e  l a t e  
J a m e s  Al b e r t  Sm i t h Sr . O ne  o f  s e v e n c h i l d r e n , K T  
w a s  t h e  o ne  b r o t h e r  w h o m a r c h e d t o t h e  b e a t  o f  
h i s  o w n d r u m . H e  w a s  a  b e l o v e d s o n , r e s p e c t e d 
h u s b a n d ,  f a t h e r ,  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  b r o t h e r ,  f r i e n d ,  d e d -
i c a t e d w or k e r  a n d s e r v a n t  o f  t h e  L or d . 

K e r m i t ’ s  e a r l y e d u c a t i o n a l  y e a r s  w e r e  s p e n t  b e -
t w e e n O . M . M c N a i r , G o o d m a n a n d J . J .  M c Cl a i n 
El e m e n t a r y a n d M i d d l e  Sc h o o l s . H e  a t t e n d e d 
T c h u l a  J u n i or  H i g h a n d g r a d u a t e d f r om  T c h u l a  
At t e n d a n c e  Ce n t e r  ( S. V . M a r s h a l l  H S)  i n 1 9 6 7 . 
Du r i n g h i s  t e n u r e  a t  T AC, K e r m i t  w a s  a  m e m -
b e r  o f  t h e  v a r s i t y f o o t b a l l  t e a m . Fo l l o w i n g h i g h 
s c h o o l , h e  a t t e n d e d a n d g r a d u a t e d f r om  J a c k s o n 
St a t e  Co l l e g e  ( J a c k s o n St a t e  U n i v e r s i t y )  w i t h a  
b a c h e l or ’ s  d e g r e e  i n p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  a n d a  m i n or  
i n  s p a n i s h .

W h i l e  a t  J SU , h e  m e t  t h e  l o v e  o f  h i s  l i f e , V e l m a  
J e a ne t t e  Ev e r e t t . O n De c e m b e r  2 4 , 1 97 2 , t h e y 
w e r e  u n i t e d i n h o l y m a t r i m o n y . T o t h i s  u n i o n a  
s o n w a s  b or n , K e r m i t  D i o n y s i u s  “ Di n o ”  S m i t h . 

U p o n g r a d u a t i o n f r om  J a c k s o n St a t e , K e r m i t  
entered the  avy and became an air tra fi c 

c o n t r o l l e r  w i t h a  r a t i n g o f  A C3 .  H i s  d u t y s t a t i o n s  
i n c l u d e d N a v a l  St a t i o n i n N e w p or t , R I;  N a v a l  Ai r  
St a t i o n M o f f e t t  Fi e l d i n Ca l i f or n i a ;  a n d N a v a l  Ai r  
St a t i o n i n B r u n s w i c k , G A. H e  e n d e d h i s  t o u r  o f  
d u t y a b o a r d t h e  U SS R a n g e r  CV 6 1 a n d r e c e i v e d 
a n h o n or a b l e  d i s c h a r g e  i n 1 9 7 6 . H e  o f t e n s h a r e d 
m a n y s t or i e s  o f  h i s  a d v e n t u r o u s  t i m e s  a n d t r a v e l s  
w h i l e  i n t h e  N a v y .

K e r m i t  w a s  ne v e r  o ne  t o s i t  i d l e . H e  h e l d m a n y 
p o s i t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e t i m e . H e  w a s  a  c a s e  
w or k e r  a t  t h e  H o l m e s  Co u n t y W e l f a r e  De p a r t -
m e n t , a  b u s  d r i v e r  f or  M a d i s o n Co u n t y s c h o o l s , 
a correction o fi cer at the ississi i e artment 
o  orrections, an air tra fi c controller in la
h om a , a n d w or k e d w i t h t h e  Ar m y Cor p o f  En g i -
n e e r s .

H i s  m o s t  r e w a r d i n g c a r e e r  a l l o w e d h i m  t o c o n -
t i n u e  t h e  f a m i l y l e g a c y i n e d u c a t i o n . K e r m i t  w a s  
a  5 t h - g e ne r a t i o n e d u c a t or  o n h i s  m a t e r n a l  s i d e . 
Fo r  o v e r  2 0 y e a r s , h e  t a u g h t  h i s t or y , s p a n i s h , a n d 
t e c h n o l o g y a t  S. V . M a r s h a l l  H S a n d J . J . M c Cl a i n 
H i g h Sc h o o l . U p o n r e t i r i n g , K e r m i t  t o o k a  j o b 
w i t h Cl i ne  T o u r s  o f  R i d g e l a n d , M S. It  a l l o w e d 
h i m  t o t r a v e l  a n d s e e  t h e  c o u n t r y . T h i s  b r o u g h t  
j o y t o h i m  i n h i s  s e n i or  y e a r s .

K e r m i t  w a s  d e v o t e d  t o h i s  f a m i l y . H e  e n j o y e d 
c r o s s w or d p u z z l e s , p l a y i n g c a r d s , e s p e c i a l l y “ b i d 
w h i s t , ”  r e a d i n g , d a n c i n g a n d w a s  t h e  l i f e  o f  f a m -
i l y g a t h e r i n g s . H e  w a s  a n e x c e l l e n t  c o o k , t h e  
b e s t  g r i l l m a s t e r  i n t h e  f a m i l y . Ev e r y o ne  l o o k e d 
f or w a r d t o h i s  j o k e  t e l l i n g a t  f a m i l y a n d c l a s s  r e -
u n i o n s . H e  w a s  a  s p i r i t u a l  m a n , i n v o l v e d i n t h e  
c h o i r  a n d o t h e r  c h u r c h a c t i v i t i e s . In a d d i t i o n , h e  
w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n L e g i o n P o s t  2 02 .

O u r  b e l o v e d K e r m i t  d e p a r t e d t h i s  l i f e  t o r e c e i v e  
h i s  h e a v e n l y r e w a r d o n S u n d a y , M a y 8 , 2 0 2 2 . 

H e  j o i n s  i n e t e r n a l  r e s t  h i s  l o v i n g w i f e  o f  5 0 
y e a r s , V e l m a ;  f a t h e r , J a m e s  Al b e r t  Sm i t h , Sr . ;  
b r o t h e r  J a m e s  Al b e r t  Sm i t h , J r , a n d h i s  p a t e r n a l  
a n d  m a t e r n a l  g r a n d p a r e n t s .  

K e r m i t  w i l l  b e  f o n d l y r e m e m b e r e d b y h i s  s o n , 
K e r m i t  “ Di n o ”  Sm i t h , g r a n d c h i l d r e n , K h l o e  a n d 
K a l e b Sm i t h ;  m o t h e r , El m a  M a x i ne  Sm i t h , Du -
r a n t , M S;  s i b l i n g s , Dr . La n g s t o n D. Sm i t h , I ( Sa n -
d r a ) , Si l v e r  Sp r i n g , M D;  Ca r o l y n Sm i t h M a s s e y 
( St a n l e y ) , Cr a n b u r y , N J ;  Do n A. Sm i t h , Du r a n t , 
M S;  Ch e r y l  Sm i t h B r o w n ( R u f f u s ) , J a c k s o n , M S;  
Cor l i s s  Sm i t h , Cr a n b u r y , N J ;  Si s t e r s - i n - l a w , Lo l a  
Sm i t h ,  M a r r e r o ,  LA;  M a r g a r e t  Ev e r e t t ,  M o o r -
h e a d , M S;  B r o t h e r s - i n - l a w , Fl o y d Ev e r e t t e , J r . , 
Au g u s t a , G A a n d W i l l i e  Ev e r e t t , M o or h e a d , M S;  
G o d d a u g h t e r , J a d a  B r o w n , Sy r a c u s e , N . Y . ;  s p e -
c i a l  n i e c e , Y a l a n d e r  Ev e r e t t , G r e e n w o o d , M S;  a n 
a u n t , La u r a  B a r ne s , Ch i c a g o , IL;   a n d a  h o s t  o f  
n i e c e s , ne p h e w s , c o u s i n s , f a m i l y a n d f r i e n d s .

Le l a  P i t c h f o r d  Fi e l d s  w a s  b o r n  N o v e m b e r  
1 2 ,  1 9 2 1 ,  i n  T e r r y  M i s s i s s i p p i .  H e r  p a r e n t s  
w e r e  J o h n  H o l l i s  a n d  Ed i t h  M a c k .  Sh e   a c -
c e p t e d  Ch r i s t  a t  a n  e a r l y  a g e  a t  T e r r y  G r o v e  
M i s s i o n a r y  B a p t i s t  Ch u r c h  i n  T e r r y ,  M i s s i s -
s i p p i .  Fi e l d s ,  a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  k n o w n  a s  “ M a m a  
“ a n d  “ G r a n d m a ,  d e p a r t e d  t h i s  l i f e  M a y  2 0 ,  
2 0 2 2 .

Sh e  w a s  t h e  s e c o n d  c h i l d  b o r n  t o  h e r  p a r -
e n t s .  H e r  s i s t e r  W i l l i e  R u t h  H o l l i s - Cr u m p s  
p r e c e d e d  h e r  i n  d e a t h .

Fi e l d s  r e c e i v e d  h e r  e d u c a t i o n  a t  T e r r y  El -
e m e n t a r y  Sc h o o l  i n  T e r r y ,  M i s s i s s i p p i .  Sh e  
s p e n t  h e r  l i f e  p r a i s i n g ,  w o r s h i p i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  
b e i n g  a  f a i t h f u l  s e r v a n t  t o  Ch r i s t .  Sh e  w o u l d  
f a l l  a s l e e p  p r a i s i n g  H i m  a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g  h e r  
s i t t e r s  t o  j o i n  i n  w i t h  h e r .

Fi e l d s  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  m a t r i a r c h  o f  
the amily, leading with fi rmness, grace, 
f a i t h ,  g e n e r o s i t y ,  c o m p a s s i o n  a n d  w i s d o m .  
T h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s  s h e  h a s  b e e n  a  c a r e t a k e r  
f o r  m a n y  o f  h e r  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s .  Sh e  w a s  
k n o w n  t o  h o n e s t l y  s p e a k  h e r  m i n d .  Sh e  r e -

m a i n e d  s t r o n g  m e n t a l l y  e v e n  t h o u g h  s h e  w a s  
1 0 0 y e a r s ,  8 m o n t h s  a n d  6  d a y s  o l d .  

he was a articularly neat, sel su fi cient 
a n d  a  c a r i n g  w o m a n  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  h e r  l i f e .  Sh e  
a l w a y s  w a n t e d  t o  b e  i n d e p e n d e n t .  Sh e  w a s  a n  
a m a z i n g  w o m a n .

Le l a  M a e  u n i t e d  i n  h o l y  m a t r i m o n y  t w i c e .  
Sh e  m a r r i e d  Al b e r t  W i n s t e r  ( W i n s t o n )  P i t c h -
f o r d ,  w h o  p r e c e d e d  h e r  i n  d e a t h .  Du r i n g  h e r  
s e c o n d  m a r r i a g e ,  s h e  j o i n e d  i n  h o l y  m a t r i -
m o n y  w i t h  h e r  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  s w e e t h e a r t ,  
Ch a r l i e  Fr a n k  Fi e l d s ,  w h o  a l s o  p r o c e e d e d  h e r  
d e a t h .  

Le l a  M a e  l i v e d  i n  J a c k s o n ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  f o r  
a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s ,  w o r k i n g  a s  a  c u s t o d i a n  a t  
J a c k s o n  St a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  1 6  y e a r s .  Sh e  b e -
c a m e  a  r o l e  m o d e l  t o  m a n y  o f  t h e  y o u n g  p e o -
p l e  w h o  w e r e  a t t e n d i n g  c l a s s e s  a t  t h e  g y m n a -
s i u m  o n  Da l t o n  St r e e t .  Sh e  t o o k  p r i d e  i n  h e r  
w o r k  a n d  s h e  w a s  a d o r e d  b y  b o s s e s ,  Dr .  H i l l  
W i l l i a m s ,  Dr .  M e l v i n  Ev a n s ,  c o a c h  G o r d o n  
a n d  Dr .  W a l t e r  R e e v e s .  

Fi e l d s  l e a v e s  t o  c h e r i s h  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s :  
J o e  P i t c h f o r d  ( R u t h ) ,  M y r t l e  R u s s e l l  ( J o -
s e p h ) ,  B o b b i e  T e a t  ( J e s s e )  o f  M i l w a u k e e ,  
W i s c o n s i n ,  Ed i t h  M c K e n n i s  ( R a n d y ) ,  B e t t y  
P i t c h f o r d ;  G r a n d c h i l d r e n :  Ad l e n e  Fr e n c h  o f  
M o b i l e ,  Al a ,  Li s a  Co l l i n s  ( d e c e a s e d ) ,  An t h o -
n y  J a c k s o n  ( G r a c i e l a )  o f  M c K i n n e y ,  T e x a s ,  
Sh o n d r a  K i n g  ( Ed w a r d )  o f  M e m p h i s ,  T e n -
nessee, amian ac son laina  o   uger
v i l l e ,  T e x a s  a n d  a  J o e  P i t c h f o r d ,  J r  o f  K a n s a s  
Ci t y ,  M o ,  De r i k e  ( Li s a )  o f  K a n s a s  Ci t y  Le l a  
L.  G a i n e s ,  o f  K a n s a s  Ci t y .  Y o l a n d a  P i t c h f o r d ,  
R a n d i  W e l s h  ( J a m h a l )  Sl i d e l l ,  LA,  J e r e m y  
P i t c h f o r d ,  La k i e s h a  T .  W i l l i s ,  a n d  J a c q u e l y n  
T h o m a s .

Sh e  a l s o  h a s  2 6  g r e a t  g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,  2  
g r e a t - g r e a t  g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,  a  h o s t  o f  n i e c e s  
a n d  n e p h e w s ,  r e l a t i v e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  a n d  s p e -
c i a l  s o n  M e l v i n  Al l e n .

Smith

Fields
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E N G A G I N G - E MPO W E R I N G - E N SUR I N G - E X C E LLE N C E
O n 21 A pr il ‘ 22,  Lieut ena nt  C o lo nel Sedr ic k J o hnso n v isit ed t he R H S,  MS- 9 5 2 A F J R O TC  c a det s.  Lt  C o l J o hnso n is t he da y  t o  da y  t o uc h st o ne a nd po int  o f  c o nt a c t  
f o r  t he 172N D  A ir lif t  W ing  m edic a l c linic  a nd o t her  pr o g r a m s a sso c ia t ed w it h t he m edic a l pr o f essio n.  H e disc ussed his pr io r  enlist ed ex per ienc e a nd c a r eer  in t he 
Unit ed St a t es A r m y  a nd A r m y  N a t io na l G ua r d.  H e a lso  sha r ed his up br ing ing  in t he Mississippi D elt a ,  his m a t r ic ula t io n t hr o ug h J a c kso n St a t e Univ er sit y ,  a nd t he 
m edic a l c a r eer  o ppo r t unit ies t ha t  a r e a v a ila ble in t he m ilit a r y .  H e w a s v er y  per so na ble w it h t he c a det s a nd t he c a det s w er e v er y  r ec ept iv e t o  his m essa g e.

R a y m o nd H ig h Sc ho o l A F J R O TC  C o r ps c o m m a nder ,  C a det  C o lo nel J esse R a e w a s r ec o g niz ed by  t he V et er a ns o f  F o r eig n W a r s Po st  9 8 3 2 a s t he R a y m o nd H ig h 
Sc ho o l O ut st a nding  C a det .  H e w a s r ec o g niz ed a lo ng  w it h o t her  o ut st a nding  c a det s f r o m  J a c kso n Public  Sc ho o ls a nd o t her  a r ea  J R O TC  pr o g r a m s.  

P H O T O  O F  T H E  W E E K
Holy Temple M.B. Church of West 
Jackson recently honored its high 
school graduates and students being 
promoted to the next level during 
its Annual Baccalaureate Service 
Sunday, May 22. The speaker, AKA and 
JSU student Briana Banks, advised 
the graduates, based on her own 
experiences, not to procrastinate, know 
that there are consequences for your 
actions, don’t yield to temptation, keep 
a strong relationship with God and be 
yourself. Holy Temple is pastored by 
Rev. Dr. Audrey Lynne Hall (rear).
(From left) Wingfi eld honor graduate 
DeKiyah Tompkins, Education/
Scholarship Ministry Co-Chair 
Deaconess Rose McGee, Florence 
High honor graduate Khaliyah Love, 
Reimagine Prep Middle School  
graduate Logan Scott, Power APAC 
Elementary honor graduate Kasey 
Pinkston, guest speaker Banks, and 
Madison Ave. Upper Elementary honor 
graduate AaMia McGee. PHOTO BY GAIL 
H.M. BROWN, PH.D.




