
T h e pr es s  c on f er en c e c on -
d u c t ed  a t  2  p. m .  M on d a y  a t  
H i n d s  C ou n t y  C h a n c er y  C ou r t  
B u i ld i n g  w a s  c a lled  b y  D i s t r i c t  
1  S u per v i s or  R ob er t  G r a h a m  
a n d  D i s t r i c t  2  S u per v i s or  D a v i d  
A r c h i e.  I t  w a s  h eld  i n  a  s ec on d  
fl oor hallway, not the supervi-
s or s ’  b oa r d r oom .

S u per v i s or  A r c h i e b eg a n  i n -
d i c a t i n g  t h a t  h e a n d  S u per v i -
s or  G r a h a m  w a n t ed  t o a d d r es s  
t h r ee t h i n g s :  1 )  t h e $ 5  m i lli on  
t h a t  i s  s u ppos ed  t o g o t o 6 6 4  
S t a t e S t r eet  t o c r ea t e a n  ec o-
n om i c  d ev elopm en t  c en t er  i n  
a  b u i ld i n g  t h a t  i s  on ly  w or t h  
h a lf  a  m i lli on  d olla r s  w ou ld  
be money poorly spent, 2� the 
pr opos ed  $ 1 0 m  t h a t  w a s  t o g o 
t o ec on om i c  d ev elopm en t  h a d  
s om eh ow  s h i f t ed  t o $ 4 M  i n  les s  
t h a n  1 5  m i n u t es  a f t er  h a v i n g  
t h e d i s c u s s i on  i n  ex ec u t i v e s es -
sion, and 3� that there is talk of 
g i v i n g  t h e H i n d s  C ou n t y  J a i l t o 
the city of Jackson, and that he 
a n d   S u per v i s or  G r a h a m  d on ’ t  

know anything about it. 
H e w en t  on  t o s a y  t h a t  “ t h es e 

are the things you need to know 

b ec a u s e a ll of  t h es e t h i n g s  a r e 
being done in the back room 
a n d  w e a r e n ot  b ei n g  i n v i t ed . ”

H e c h a r a c t er i z ed  t h e ot h er  
board members 3-4-5 �not pres-
en t )  a s  a  c on - m a n  a n d  t w o d u m -

m i es .  “ W e a r e i n  t h e b u s i n es s  
of fi xing roads, fi xing streets, 
and making sure this county is 
absolutely taken care of when it 
c om es  t o c r i m e. ”

A r c h i e s a i d  h e d oes n ’ t  h ea r  
anyone in this county talking 
a b ou t  ec on om i c  d ev elopm en t .  
“ T h ey  w a n t  t o g et  c r i m e u n d er  
control, fi x the potholes, fi x the 
ditches, clean the streets, get 
the trash off the road, deal with 
loitering, the homeless and the 
m en t a lly  i ll popu la t i on  t h a t ’ s  
taking place in Hinds County.”

H e i n d i c a t ed  h e w a n t s  t o b e 
pr oa c t i v e a n d  let  t h e people 
of Hinds County know all this 
now, to “avoid what happened 
on  F a r i s h  S t r eet  –  m i lli on s  of  
d olla r s  w en t  i n t o F a r i s h  S t r eet  
and nobody knows where the 
m on ey  i s . ”  H e c la i m ed  t h a t  
i f  h e a n d  S u per v i s or  G r a h a m  
need to fi le a lawsuit to protect 
the taxpayer dollars, they are 
pr epa r ed  t o d o s o.

S u per v i s or  G r a h a m  i n d i c a t ed  
t h a t  s u per v i s or s  h a v e a  r es pon -
sibility to pave roads, repair 

bridges, and make sure that 
they help the city of Jackson 
a n d  t h e s ev en  m u n i c i pa li t i es  
in Hinds County fi ght crime. 
“That is our priority, but that 
i s  w h a t  w e a r e n ot  d oi n g  a t  t h i s  
pa r t i c u la r  poi n t  i n  t i m e b ec a u s e 
s ev er a l ot h er  b oa r d  m em b er s  
want to take the money and di-
v er t  i t  i n t o ot h er  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e 
n ot  d ea li n g  w i t h  c r i m e a n d  n ot  
d ea li n g  w i t h  r oa d s  a n d  b r i d g -
es,” Graham said.

H e i n d i c a t ed  t h a t  h e i s  op-
pos ed  t o m on i es  g oi n g  t o ec o-
n om i c  d ev elopm en t  b ec a u s e 
t h e H i n d s  C ou n t y  E c on om i c  
D ev elopm en t  A u t h or i t y  h a s  
n ot  r eq u es t ed  a n y  m on ey .  H e 
r es t a t ed  “ t h er e i s  n o h i g h er  pr i -
or i t y  t h a n  c r i m e a n d  r epa i r i n g  
r oa d s  a n d  b r i d g es . ”  G r a h a m  
w a s  i n s i s t en t  t h a t  w e d on ’ t  
s q u a n d er  a w a y  t h i s  on e- t i m e 
m on ey  f r om  t h e A m er i c a n  R es -
c u e P la n .

H e a ls o m en t i on ed  t h a t  t o-
d a y  a  m ot i on  t o g i v e t h e D i s -

I m p l e m e n t -
i n g  s olu t i on s  t o 
fi ght crime is hard 
enough, but it 
seems in Jackson 

w e s t r u g g le t o a g r ee on  t h e 
s olu t i on s  t h em s elv es .  I  s u s pec t  
t h a t  J P D  w ou ld  a g r ee.  J u s t  t o 
provide a snapshot, look at the 
ov er a ll c r i m e j u s t  i n  t h e m on t h  
of  M a y  i n  t h e c h a r t  on  t h e n ex t  
pa g e.  S ee w h a t  t h e U n i f or m  
C r i m e R epor t i n g  S t a t i s t i c s  i n  
Jackson reveal, when combin-
i n g  s u b c a t eg or i es .

These days, especially now 
i n  li g h t  of  t h e s h oot i n g s  a t  t h e 
M i s s i s s i ppi  F a i r g r ou n d s  M u d -
bug Festival, Saturday, April 
30, there are numerous elected 
offi cials scampering around 

doing something that looks 
like a deeper dive on crime 
fi ghting. /et’s remember, it’s 
b een  les s  t h a n  s i x  m on t h s  s i n c e 
Jackson earned the distinction 
of  h a v i n g  t h e h i g h es t  per  c a p-
i t a  m u r d er  r a t e i n  t h e c ou n t r y .

In 1��5, there were �2 ho-
micides in Jackson �7� per 
month�, 25 years later in 
2020 there were 130 �10� per 
month�, and in 2021 there were 
155 �just below 13 per month�. 
T h es e n u m b er s  r epr es en t  a ll of  
Jackson, not just select areas.

T h e C a pi t ol C om plex  I m -
provement District �CCID� 
s eem s  t o b e g et t i n g  t h e m a j or -
i t y  of  t h e a t t en t i on  a n d  t h e m a -
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Hinds County Supervisors Press Conference

T h e v i c t i m s  of  t h e r a c i s t  m a s -
sacre at a Buffalo, 1ew <ork 
supermarket have been identi-
fi ed and their ages range from 
32 to 8�.

A v ow ed  w h i t e r a c i s t  P a y t on  
G en d r on  a lleg ed ly  pu t  t og et h er  
a 180-page manifesto that re-
vealed his hatred for black and 
J ew i s h  people a n d  t h e “ r epla c e-
m en t  t h eor y ”  i d eolog y  t h a t  F ox  
1ews often speaks of, notably 
hosts Tucker Carlson and /aura 
I n g r a h a m .

Additionally, several 5epub-
li c a n  poli t i c i a n s  h a v e s pou t ed  
the racist “theory,” saying that 

D em oc r a t s ’  i m m i g r a t i on  poli -
c i es  w ou ld  “ r epla c e”  G O P  v ot -
er s  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a ls  of  c olor .

1ew <ork 5epublican Con-
gresswoman Elise Stefanik and 
O h i o G O P  h opef u l J D  V a n c e 
recently have been outspoken 
i n  s u ppor t i n g  “ r epla c em en t  
t h eor y . ”

Stefanik used the concept in 
h er  2 0 2 1  c a m pa i g n  a d s  s a y -
ing, “radical Democrats are 
pla n n i n g  t h ei r  m os t  a g g r es s i v e 
m ov e y et :  a  per m a n en t  elec t i on  
i n s u r r ec t i on . ”

Vance, a Donald Trump-
endorsed candidate, recently 
r a t c h et ed  u p t h e r h et or i c .

“<ou’re talking about a shift 

in the democratic makeup of 
t h i s  c ou n t r y  t h a t  w ou ld  m ea n  
we never win, meaning 5e-
pu b li c a n s  w ou ld  n ev er  w i n  a  
n a t i on a l elec t i on  i n  t h i s  c ou n -
try ever again,” he claimed at a 
c a m pa i g n  ev en t  la s t  m on t h .

Vance’s defeated opponent, 
Josh Mandel, also ran on “re-
pla c em en t  t h eor y . ”

“ T h i s  i s  a b ou t  c h a n g i n g  t h e 
face of America, fi guratively 
and literally,” Mandel stated in 
a  pu b li s h ed  i n t er v i ew .

“ T h ey  a r e t r y i n g  t o c h a n g e 
our culture, change our demo-
g r a ph i c s  a n d  c h a n g e ou r  elec -
torate. This is all about power,” 
h e s a i d .

So far, the only 5epublican 
poli t i c i a n  of  n ot e t o c a ll ou t  t h e 
r a c i s t  r h et or i c  i s  W y om i n g  C on -
gresswoman /iz Cheney.

“ T h e H ou s e G O P  lea d er s h i p 
has enabled white nationalism, 
white supremacy, and anti-sem-
itism,” Cheney wrote on Twit-
t er .  “ H i s t or y  h a s  t a u g h t  u s  t h a t  
w h a t  b eg i n s  w i t h  w or d s  en d s  i n  
f a r  w or s e.  @ G O P  lea d er s  m u s t  
r en ou n c e a n d  r ej ec t  t h es e v i ew s  
a n d  t h os e w h o h old  t h em . ”

Meanwhile, among the vic-
t i m s  i n  t h e B u f f a lo s h oot i n g  
was a former police offi cer, and 
11 of the 13 killed or injured 
were black.

Hinds County Supervisor David Archie, District 2 (L) and Hinds County Supervisor Robert Graham, Dis-
trict 1 (R) at the press conference. PHOTO BY CHRIS YOUNG

 By Stacy M. Brown
N N P A  N ew sw ir e C or r espond ent

 By Chris Young  
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Crime at the 
surface

in Jackson
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Offi cials release names 
of those killed in racist 

Buffalo massacre

Jackson Capitol Police Headquarters is housed in the E.T. Woolfolk 
6tate 2ffi ce Building located at �01 1. :est 6treet.



J a m es  F i z t g er a ld  K elley  T er r y  w a s  
b or n  a t  5 : 2 7  pm  t o H er b er t  T er r y  a n d  
A lt h a n et t e K elley  i n  J a c k s on ,  M i s s i s -
s i ppi .  H e w a s  t h e g r a n d s on  of  P a u l S r .  
a n d  E lv i r a  T er r y  of  L ea r n ed ,  M i s s i s -
s i ppi ,  a n d  N ed  K elley  a n d  J es s i e J on es  
L loy d  of  R a y m on d ,  M i s s i s s i ppi .  H i s  
f on d es t  m em or i es  g r ow i n g  u p ou t s i d e 
R a y m on d  w a s  w a lk i n g  t o t ow n  w i t h  h i s  
g r a n d m ot h er  J es s i e m a n y  d a y s  a s  a  li t t le 
b oy  t o c h ec k  t h e m a i lb ox  a n d  g o t o t h e 
li b r a r y .  H e i s  s i t t i n g  i n  h i s  ot h er  g r a n d -
m ot h er  E lv i r a ’ s  k i t c h en  ea t i n g  ev er y -
t h i n g  w i t h  s y r u p w h i c h  b ec om es  f a m ou s  
la t er  on  i n  h i s  s t or y .  

H e g r ew  u p i n  a  s oli d  r eli g i ou s  c om -
m u n i t y  of  people f r om  E b en ez er  A M E  
i n  R a y m on d ,  M S  a n d  O a k  G r ov e i n  
L ea r n ed ,  M S ,  w i t h  h i s  g r a n d pa r en t s  a t -
t en d i n g  C h r i s t  t h e K i n g  C a t h oli c  C h u r c h  
i n  J a c k s on ,  M S ,  w h er e h e w a s  v er y  
a c t i v e.  W h i le i n  K a n s a s  C i t y ,  h e w or -
s h i pped  a t  S t .  J os eph ’ s  ( n ow  S t .  M on i -
c a ’ s )  b ef or e m ov i n g  t o N ew  O r lea n s  a n d  
j oi n i n g  S t .  F r a n c i s  d eS a les  ( s i n g i n g  w i t h  
t h e w or ld - f a m ou s  G old en  V oi c es  a n d  
S on s  of  T h u n d er )  b ef or e b ei n g  m er g ed  
t o b ec om e S t .  K a t h a r i n e D r ex el.  H e w a s  
a  v er y  a c t i v e pa r i s h i on er  a t  a ll h i s  pa r i s h -
es  f r om  t h e y ou t h  m i n i s t r y ,  lec t or  m i n -
i s t r y ,  c h oi r ,  a n d  t h e k i t c h en  or  w h a t ev er  
f ood  m i n i s t r y  t h e c h u r c h  h a d .  

J a m es  w a s  ed u c a t ed  a t  R a y m on d  

H ea d  S t a r t  C en t er  a t  E b en ez er  A M E ,  
C a r v er  E lem en t a r y ,  S t .  M a r y  E lem en -
t a r y ,  a n d  S t .  J os eph  H i g h  S c h ool.  H e 
g r a d u a t ed  w i t h  h on or s  f r om  t h e m i g h t y  
c la s s  of  “ 8 3 ”  a t  J i m  H i ll,  a n d  a t t en d ed  
A lc or n  a n d  J a c k s on  S t a t e U n i v er s i t i es  
b ef or e j oi n i n g  t h e U . S .  A i r  F or c e.  W h i le 
i n  t h e A i r  F or c e h e a t t a i n ed  v a r i ou s  c ol-
leg e c r ed i t s .

U pon  ex i t  f r om  t h e A i r  F or c e,  h e r e-
t u r n ed  t o J a c k s on  S t a t e a n d  ob t a i n ed  
M a g n a  C u m  d eg r ees  i n  B A / B S  i n  U r b a n  
S t u d i es  a n d  E c on om i c s .  H e r ec ei v ed  a  
M a s t er  of  U r b a n  P la n n i n g  d eg r ee f r om  
t h e U n i v er s i t y  of  K a n s a s  i n  L a w r en c e,  
w h er e h e w a s  a  s t u d en t  lea d er .  H e a t -
t en d ed  t h e U n i v er s i t y  of  N ew  O r lea n s  
a n d  w a s  a  d oc t or a t e pr og r a m  s t u d en t  
i n  U r b a n  D ev elopm en t ,  c om plet i n g  a ll 
w or k  a n d  A B D  on  t h e la s t i n g  ef f ec t s  of  
i n t er g en er a t i on a l pov er t y  i n  N ew  O r -
lea n s .  

P r of es s i on a lly ,  J a m es  u s ed  t h e n a m e 
K E L L E Y  s i n c e h i g h  s c h ool;  ev er y on e 
c a lled  h i m  t h a t  a n y w a y .  H e w a s  a  per -
s on n el s pec i a li s t  i n  t h e U . S .  A i r  F or c e 
a t  F or t  M ea d e,  M D  a n d  C olu m b u s ,  M S ,  
H U D  F ellow  f or  C om m u n i t y  D ev elop-
m en t  i n  K a n s a s  C i t y ,  s en i or  u r b a n  pla n -
n er  f or  T r a n s por t a t i on  a n d  E c on om i c  
D ev elopm en t  a t  R eg i on a l P la n n i n g  
T r a n s m i s s i on  i n  N ew  O r lea n s ,  pr es i d en t  
of  K L & M  P la n n i n g  a n d  D ev elopm en t  
( h i s  ow n  r es ea r c h  a n d  g r a n t  d ev elop-
ment fi rm�. At his death, he was the 
d i r ec t or  of  P r og r a m  D ev elopm en t  P la n -
n i n g  a n d  A n a ly s i s  a t  T ot a l C om m u n i t y  
A c t i on  I n c .

H e w a s  a  pa s t  pr of es s or  a t  J a c k s on  
S t a t e,  D i lla r d  a n d  t h e S ou t h er n  U n i v er -
s i t y  of  N ew  O r lea n s  a n d  R u t g er s  U n i -
v er s i t i es  on li n e.  B es i d es  f or m a l a c a d em -
i c  i n s t r u c t i on ,  K elley  a ls o t a u g h t  i n  t h e 

n a t i on a lly  r ec og n i z ed  N a t i on a l P a r en t  
L ea d er s h i p T r a i n i n g  I n s t i t u t e.  H e h eld  
certifi cations in the American Institute 
of Certifi ed Planners and the Association 
of 1ational Certifi cated 52MA Train-
er s .  H e w a s  a  m em b er  of  t h e P la n n i n g  
A c c r ed i t a t i on  B oa r d  S i t e R ev i ew  T ea m .  
H e s er v ed  on  t h e A m er i c a n  P la n n i n g  
A s s oc i a t i on ’ s  D i v i s i on  C ou n c i l a s  v i c e 
c h a i r  a n d  i s  pa s t  c h a i r  of  t h e P la n n i n g  
a n d  t h e B la c k  C om m u n i t y  D i v i s i on .  

Among his most signifi cant credits 
a n d  f a u lt s  w a s  s oc i a lly  d oi n g  f or  people 
a n d  n ot  let t i n g  a n y on e d ow n .  I f  h e k n ew  
of  a  r es ou r c e t h a t  h e c ou ld  u s e,  t h a t  r e-
source was a benefi t for everybody. It 
w a s  b ei n g  t h er e w h en  y ou  n eed ed  h i m ,  
b u r n i n g  t h e m i d n i g h t  oi l ev en  w h en  h e 
d i d  i t  a lon e.  I t  h a d  t o b e d on e a  per f ec t  
w a y .  F r om  h a v i n g  t h e m os t  s c h ool s pi r i t  
i n  h i g h  s c h ool t o s u ppor t i n g  t o t h e la s t  
m a n  s t a n d i n g ,  t h er e w a s  n o b et t er  s u p-
por t er  i f  h e w a s  g oi n g  t o b e b eh i n d  y ou .  
H e w a s  a  m a n  of  h i s  w or d  b ec a u s e h e 
h a d  n ot h i n g  els e t o g i v e y ou .

H e lov ed  h i m s elf  s om e N ew  O r lea n s .  
He loved the culture, he defi nitely loved 
t h e s ec on d - li n es  t h a t  h e g ot  a ll i n t o 
b u i ld i n g  on e of  t h e b es t  c lu b s  i n  t h e c i t y .  
H e lov ed  t h e S a i n t s  s o m u c h  t h a t  ev en  h e 
w a s  j ok ed  b y  h i s  b i g g er  c ou s i n  f or  li k i n g  
t h em  “ a i n ’ t s , ”  b u t  h e lov ed  t h em  j u s t  t h e 
s a m e.

A n d  w ow ,  n ev er  f or g et  h ow  h e lov ed  
t h e f ood ;  h i s  g r ea t es t  j oy  w a s  c ook i n g  
t h e N a w li n s  f ood  a n d  s er v i n g  i t  t o f a m i -
ly  a n d  f r i en d s .  W h en  h e g ot  c om f or t a b le 
en ou g h  t o s h ow  h i s  c ook i n g  h e r en a m ed  
h i s  k i t c h en  “ E lv i r a ’ s  P a n t r y ”  a f t er  h i s  f a -
v or i t e c h i ld h ood  m em or y .  

K elley  b elon g ed  t o a  w ea lt h  of  or g a -
n i z a t i on s ,  t o w h i c h  w e a r e s u r e t h a t  h e 
m a d e b r i g h t er  b u t  s om e t h a t  w e w a n t  t o 

h i g h li g h t  h er e a r e t h e C a t h oli c  L a y  O r -
g a n i z a t i on  K n i g h t s  of  P et er  C la v er ,  w er e 
h e h a d  loc a l,  r eg i on a l a n d  n a t i on a l lea d -
er s h i p pos i t i on s  of  N a t i on a l S ec r et a r y .  
H e h elped  c r ea t e t h e n a t i on a l S t .  P et er  
C la v er  F ou n d a t i on ,  I n c .  H e w a s  a  pa s t  
m em b er  a n d  r oy a lt y  of  t h e K r ew e of  
M w i n d o,  I n c .  H e w a s  a  m em b er  of  D e-
S a les  H ou s i n g  C or por a t i on ,  S t .  F r a n c i s  
D eS a les  S t a r s ,  N ew  V i s i on  C D C ,  R en -
eg a d e B ea r s  of  L ou i s i a n a ,  a n d  I n  T h i s  
T og et h er  t o n a m e a  f ew .

E d u c a t i on a lly ,  n ot h i n g  t opped  t h e 
J a c k s on  S t a t e U n i v er s i t y  N a t i on a l 
A lu m n i  A s s oc i a t i on  N ew  O r lea n s  M et -
r o C h a pt er .  S oc i a lly ,  h e w a s  a  m em b er  
of  t h e M y s t i c  K r ew e L or d s  of  L ea t h er ,  
O N Y X  S ou t h ea s t ,  a n d  h i s  h ea r t  a n d  j oy  
w a s  t h e D u m a i n e S t  G a n g  S oc i a l a n d  
P lea s u r e C lu b  d ow n  i n  t h e S i x t h  w a r d .  

H e lea v es  t o c h er i s h  h i s  m em or y  h i s  
m ot h er  a n d  f a t h er  of  J a c k s on ,  M S ,  A l-
t h a n et t e C ole,  H er b er t  T er r y  ( D or ot h y  
A n n e) ;  b r ot h er  D a r r on  T er r y ,  of  J a c k s on ,  
M S ;  s i s t er s  C h a n en e C ole;  L a T oy a  C ole,  
of  J a c k s on  M S  a n d  D a n a  T er r y  T h om a s  
( K er r y )  of  M a d i s on ,  M S .  I n  a d d i t i on ,  h e 
lea v es  t o c h er i s h  h i s  t en  h ea r t s  n i ec es ,  
n eph ew s ,  g r ea t - n i ec es ,  a n d  n eph ew s .  
! m a n ,  K ea n y a ,  G a r r et t  T er r y ;  C h a n es e,  
E s s en c e a n d  J a s m i n e C ole;  S i d n ey  a n d  
A r i a  T h om a s ;  C h loe C ole a n d  h i s  m a i n  
m a n  C a r t er  H en d er s on .  S t epf a t h er ,  M i -
c h a el C ole of  N a s h v i lle,  T N .  H i s  u n c les  
W i lb u r  L loy d  of  A t la n t a  G A ,  C u r t i s  
T er r y  of  J a c k s on ,  M S ,  J a m es  T er r y  of  
R a y m on d ,  M S ;  a u n t s  F lor en c e P u llen  of  
S t .  L ou i s ,  M O ,  B ob b i e a n d  M a t t i e C ole 
of  V i c k s b u r g ,  M S ,  R oc h elle,  Y v et t e 
a n d  H i ld a  T u r n er  of  J a c k s on ,  M S  a n d  
M u r len e T er r y  T a y lor ,  of  J a c k s on  w h o 
a lw a y s  m a d e s u r e h e w a s  T er r y  c on n ec t -
ed  ev er y  w eek en d ,  ev er y  s u m m er  a n d  

i n  ev er y w a y  a n d  h e w a s  f or ev er  g r a t e-
f u l.  A n d  a  h os t  of  c ou s i n s  t h e w or ld w i d e 
ov er .  

H e w a s  en t r u s t ed  t o b e a  g od pa r en t  
t o s om e ex c ept i on a l c h i ld r en  t h a t  h e 
lea v es  t o m ou r n  R om ell,  A n t on i o,  C la r a  
E d w a r d s ,  D a h n y a  a n d  D on t a e M a i n or ,  
L a w r en c e M i c h a el E d w a r d s ,  J r . ,  M i -
K a y la  E d w a r d s ,  J a ’ K a i  L ee- E d w a r d s  
a n d  T y ler  A n d r ew  S m i t h .  O n e of  w h i c h ,  
A n t on i o,  h e h elped  r a i s ed  d u r i n g  h i s  
h i g h  s c h ool y ea r s .  

K elley  w a s  s u r r ou n d ed  b y  s pec i a l 
f r i en d s  w h o,  i f  y ou  w er e h i s  f r i en d ,  w er e 
f r i en d s  f or  li f e.  H e a n d  D w a y n e B u t ler  
w er e i n d eed  b es t  f r i en d s  s i n c e C Y O  a t  
C h r i s t  t h e K i n g  a n d  t h ey  t a lk ed  pr a c t i -
c a lly  ev er y d a y  s i n c e t h ey  w er e t w elv e 
a n d  t h i r t een  y ea r s  old .  B y r on  H og a n s  
a n d  h e s i n c e m ov ed  t o N ew  O r lea n s  a n d  
r ea li z ed  t h a t  b a t t li n g  t h e J S U / S U  r i v a lr y  
n ev er  s t ood  i n  t h e w a y  of  a  g r ea t  f r i en d -
s h i p t h a t  i n c lu d ed  s o m u c h  m or e i n  t h e 
c om m u n i t y .  S i n c e J  K elley  m eet  L a w -
r en c e J oh n  E d w a r d s  a t  S t  F r a n c i s  d e-
S a les  C a t h oli c  C h u r c h ,  t h os e t w o h a v e 
b een  ev en  m or e i n s epa r a b le f r om  s t a r t -
i n g  t h e m en ’ s  m i n i s t r y  t o t h e k i t c h en  a n d  
b u i ld i n g  t h e K n i g h t s  of  P et er s  t o ev en  
a  b u s i n es s  v en t u r e K L & M  C a t er i n g  
w i t h  M i c h a el T h om ps on .  H i s  G i r lf r i en d  
B er n et t a  A n n  S i m s  a lw a y s  a  pr ot ec t or .  
L a s t ly ,  h i s  b es t  pa l E d m on d  C olli n s  J r .  
a lw a y s  m a d e h i m  la u g h .  H e j u s t  h a d  a n  
u n b r ok en  f r i en d s h i p.  

H e a lw a y s  pr a y ed  t h a t  h e m a d e a  d i f -
f er en c e i n  li v es  of  t h e people t h a t  h e 
c a m e i n  c on t a c t  w i t h .

M a s s  C eleb r a t i on  w a s  h eld  a t  S t .  K a t h -
er i n e D r ex el P a r i s h  C a t h oli c  C h u r c h  i n  
N ew  O r lea n s ,  M on d a y ,  M a y  1 6 ,  2 0 2 2  
a t  1 0  a . m .  C eleb r a n t :  B i s h op F er n a n d  
C h er i ,  O F M .
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James Fitzgerald Kelley Terry
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trict Attorney one million dollars to fi ght crime was 
voted down. Another motion reducing the amount to 
$500,000 passed. He said, “We really don’t have a 
plan for these monies. We are fl ying by the seat of 
our pants, and that is not good enough for me.”

Supervisor Archie returned to the podium to state 
that under Graham’s leadership the board was mov-
ing in the right direction, but that Supervisor Cal-
houn is not even the president of the board, saying 
the matter of the presidency still hangs in the balance 
in the courts. He indicated that Calhoun’s leadership 
is about to drive Hinds County into the ground and 
that the only thing Calhoun believes in is dictator-
ship.

When the opportunity for questions opened up, The 
Mississippi Link asked what is the name of the next 
black economic engine in Hinds County. Supervisor 
Archie replied that would be a great question for the 
Hinds County Economic Development Department 
and that they are going to let them do their job.

When pressed about anything that would give the 
readers hope that something would be around the 
corner to help our county, he stated, “We can assure 
you that deals are being done by looking at tax bene-
fi ts for those companies that come into Hinds County 
to do business. So there is some stuff on the books 
to be done.”

Two week ago, on April 28, a press conference was 
conducted by the other three supervisors – Vice Pres-
ident Vern Gavin, District 4; President Credell Cal-
houn, District 3; and Bobby McGowan, District 5.

jority of funding, despite crime being city-wide. CCID stakeholders began 
having regular meetings in 2018, yet the funding for the infrastructure im-
provements that were sought began in 2014. 

The CCID is 8.7 square miles, less than 8% of the total 113 square miles 
of Jackson. The Capitol Police now has 150 offi cers authorized for those 
8.7 square miles which include the State Fairgrounds. The Jackson Police 
Department had 254 offi cers as of last month, 101 fewer than budgeted, yet 
they are responsible to cover the remaining 104 square miles of the city.

That converts to a ratio of 17.2 Capitol police offi cers to one square mile 
of jurisdiction versus 2.4 Jackson police offi cers to one square mile of juris-
diction. Sadly, the priorities are very clear.

It all makes me think of an iceberg. There is so much more to an iceberg 
than what we can see on the surface. The majority of an iceberg and the 
part that is capable of causing the most damage to a ship is underneath the 
surface. Just like with crime – root causes. There are always other issues 
involved. Poverty, mental illness, addiction, racism, unemployment and 
homelessness are always on the list. These issues represent the part of the 
iceberg beneath the surface, but no less lethal.

Will the day ever come when we will invest more in our people than on 
license plate readers and cameras? When will we see clearly that our people 
are suffering whether or not the sidewalks around the Capitol are pristine? 
When will the concept of serving the people translate to actually serving the 
people?

Economic suffocation and indifference breed isolation, pain and despera-
tion. 

Jackson
Continued from page 1

Hinds
Continued from page 1
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The part of the iceberg that causes the most damage is 
underneath the surface.

P H O T O  O F  T H E  W E E K

Hinds County Agricultural High School, Class of 1972, 50th Year Golden Class Reunion, Hinds Community College-Utica Campus
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O n S a t ur da y , M a y 14, 2022, 
M a r y C h ur c h T er r ell L i t er -
a r y C lub  vol unt eer ed w i t h T he  
A m er i c a n R ed C r os s , t he  J a c k-
s on F i r e D epa r t m ent  a nd ot he r  

c om m uni t y pa r t ne r s  t o i ns t a ll 
f r ee s m oke  a la r m s  i n t he  hom es  
of  J a c ks on r es i de nt s .  T he  a c t i v-
i t y w a s  c onduc t ed i n t he  ne a r by 
c om m uni t y of  t he  O a k F or es t  
E a r ly H ea d S t a r t  C ent er . 

I ndi vi dua l T er r ell C lub m em -
be r s  dona t ed t he i r  t i m e a nd 
s er vi c e a s s i s t i ng t he  ef f or t s  of  
t he  A m er i c a n R ed C r os s  w i t h 
r educ i ng t he  num be r  of  de a t hs  
from home fi res by increasing 

t he  num be r  of  hous ehol ds  w i t h 
s m oke  a la r m s .

C lub m em be r s  a t t es t ed t o a  
r ew a r di ng da y c onne c t i ng w i t h 
ot he r  vol unt eer s  a nd  t he  f a m i -
li es  t he y a s s i s t ed.

T u m b le ou t t a ’  b ed  a n d  s t u m -
b le t o D olly  P a r t on ’ s  r i p- r oa r i n g  
s h ow  –  9  t o 5 ,  T h e M u s i c a l!

T h r ee c ow or k er s  a r e pu s h ed  
t o t h e b oi li n g  poi n t  b y  t h ei r  s ex -
i s t  a n d  eg ot i s t i c a l b os s .  C on c oc t -
i n g  a  pla n  t o k i d n a p a n d  t u r n  t h e 
t a b les  on  t h ei r  d es pi c a b le s u per -
v i s or ,  w i ll t h e g i r ls  m a n a g e t o r e-
form their offi ce – or will events 
u n r a v el w h en  t h e C E O  pa y s  a n  
u n ex pec t ed  v i s i t ?

A u d i en c es  w i ll h a v e n os t a l-
g i c  f u n  w i t h  t h i s  r et u r n  t o t h e 
s c h em i n g  s ec r et a r i a l pool,  c om -
plet e w i t h  i t s  O s c a r ,  T on y ,  a n d  
G r a m m y  A w a r d - n om i n a t ed  
s c or e b y  t h e Q u een  of  C ou n t r y  
M u s i c ,  D olly  P a r t on .  I n s pi r ed  b y  
the cult fi lm, this hilarious story 
of  f r i en d s h i p a n d  r ev en g e i n  t h e 
R olod ex  er a  i s  a b ou t  t ea m i n g  u p,  
s t a n d i n g  u p a n d  t a k i n g  c a r e of  
b u s i n es s .

T h e M u s i c a l,  b y  D olly  P a r t on  
a n d  P a t r i c i a  R es n i c k ,  w i ll open  

M a y  2 4  a n d  r u n  t h r ou g h  J u n e 5 .
R a n d y  R ed d  ( M i lli on  D olla r  

Q u a r t er ,  S w eet  P ot a t o Q u een s )  i s  
b a c k  t o d i r ec t  a n  a m a z i n g  c om pa -
n y  i n c lu d i n g  S a r a  T h om a s  E a s ley  
( D or a lee) ,  K a t e Y os t  ( J u d y ) ,  a n d  
S h a r on  M i les  ( V i olet ) .

T i c k et  P r i c es :  $ 3 5 ;  $ 3 0  s en i or s /
s t u d en t s / m i li t a r y

R ec om m en d ed  f or  a g es  1 2 +  
f or  s ex u a l r ef er en c es ,  li g h t  d r u g  
u s e,  a n d  a n  oc c a s i on a l c u r s e 
w or d .  D olly  P a r t on  w i ll n ot  b e 
a ppea r i n g  i n  t h i s  pr od u c t i on .

P a y  W h a t  Y ou  C a n  N i g h t :  
T u es d a y ,  M a y  2 4  a t  7 : 3 0  p. m .

F u lly  V a c c i n a t ed  A u d i en c e 
O n ly  P er f or m a n c es :  M a y  2 5 ,  2 7 ,  
2 8 ,  3 1 ,  J u n e 3 ,  4  a t  7 : 3 0  p. m .

R em a i n i n g  P er f or m a n c es :  M a y  
2 4 ,  2 6 ,  J u n e 1 ,  2  a t  7 : 3 0  p. m .  &  
M a y  2 8  a n d  J u n e 5  a t  2  p. m .

Y ou t h  a n d  U n i v er s i t y  N i g h t s :  
T B A

T h e N ew  S t a g e T h ea t r e i s  lo-
c a t ed  a t  1 1 0 0  C a r li s le S t r eet  i n  
J a c k s on ,  M S .

Commitment to improving 
the lives of others

9 to 5 The Musical 
New Stage Theatre

Special to The Mississippi Link

Special to The Mississippi Link

(L-R) Tainika Tripp with the American Red Cross, Vern Gavin, Hinds County Board of Supervisor District 4, Mary Church Terrell Literary 
Club members: Dr. Ramona Cork, Jacquelyn Staffney, Alberta Smith; Jackson Fire Department Chief, Willie G. Owens

 (L-R) Sharon Miles as Violet, Kate Yost as Jud and Sara Thomas 
Easley as Doralee 
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A  M i s s i s s i ppi  ed u c a t or  
who was fi red for reading 
a children’s book called “I 
1eed a 1ew Butt�’’ to sec-
ond graders says he will go 
to court to try to get his job 
back.

Price was initially sus-
pended with pay but later 
fi red after reading the book 
over =oom. The book, by 
Dawn McMillan, chronicles 
a child’s journey to fi nd a 
new backside. It is illustrated 
with cartoons that show the 
character considering an ar-
mor-plated butt, a rocket butt 
and a robot butt.

While Price was appeal-
ing, Superintendent Delesi-
cia Martin called the book 
“inappropriate” because it 
showed “private areas of the 
body.’’

Price, an educator for two 
decades, described the book 
as “silly” and said� “The kids 
are in on the joke as they read 
it.”

Teachers have been under 
increased scrutiny nation-
wide – particularly in 5e-
publican-led states – as advo-
cates push book challenges 
and bans in an attempt to re-
strict how students are taught 
certain subjects, particularly 
around racism, sexuality and 
gender.

Following his appeal hear-

ing, the school board met 
April 28 and heard from 
Price, his attorneys and 
school district offi cials. 
Board members then went 
into a closed session and with 
two of the fi ve members ab-
staining, voted to uphold his 
fi ring.

“He does not see the prob-
lem s  a s s oc i a t ed  w i t h  a  s c h ool 
administrator desensitizing 
both adult nudity and child 
nudity by exposing it to 
children under his care,’’ 
the board wrote. “At a mini-
mum, it conditions children 
to believe all types of actions 
are nothing to be concerned 
about – they are just funny. 
However, these activities are 
dangerous for children.’’

The board said “I 1eed a 
1ew Butt�’’ showed inap-
pr opr i a t e a c t i v i t i es  s u c h  a s  
an adult painting on a child’s 
exposed bottom, an activity 
t h a t  w ou ld  r eq u i r e a  r epor t  t o 
the State Department of Hu-
man Services for child abuse 
or neglect, the board wrote.

Price’s attorney listed other 
books in the school’s library 
t h a t  h a v e s i m i la r  t h em es  or  
illustrations, including “Cap-
tain 8nderpants.’’

P r i c e pos t ed  a  s h or t  poem  
on Twitter referring to the 
superintendent’s decision, 
saying� “Price’s work in edu-
cation lasted almost twenty 

years � All it took was one 
silly book to end his career. � 
Giving that kind of power to 
one single person � Will only 
cause education and teaching 

to worsen.”
Then, he posted an update� 

“Two voted yes. 2ne voted 
no. Two said nothing. So 
Price had to go.’’

A Mississippi woman has 
been found not guilty in the kill-
ing of her 14-month-old step-
daughter.

A Monroe County jury on 
Friday acquitted T’.ia Bevily. 
It was her second trial in the 
2017 death of Jurayah Smith in 
Claiborne County.

A Claiborne County jury con-
victed Bevily of capital murder 
in January 2021. Her defense 
attorneys then raised questions 
about a juror who is related to 
the victim’s mother.

In September, a judge granted 
Bevily a new trial and a change 
of venue. Monroe County is 
about 225 miles �3�2.10 kilo-
meters� northeast of Claiborne 
County.

Bevily and two of her attor-
neys spoke to W/BT-TV after 
the verdict Friday.

“She’s been innocent this 
whole time,” said attorney Den-
nis Sweet IV.

Bevily said she broke down 
after hearing Circuit Judge 

Tomika Harris-Irving say ju-
rors had found her not guilty. 
She said the past few years have 
been torturous.

“It’s an unexplainable feel-
ing to have two small children 
and not know if you’ll be there 
to watch them grow up,” Bevily 
said.

Another of her attorneys, 
/awrence Blackmon, said Bev-
ily had to endure unfair attacks 
on her character.

“When God is for you, no 
man or woman in suit or in robe 
can be against you,” Blackmon 
said.

Jurayah’s father, Morris Bev-
ily IV, also was charged with 
capital murder. He has pleaded 
not guilty and has not yet gone 
to trial.

Mississippi has revised its land-
lord-tenant law to give renters time 
to gather their belongings from a 
home before being forced to leave, 
after a federal judge ruled that the 
previous law was unconstitutional.

8.S. District Judge Michael P. 
Mills wrote in his 1ov. 30 order that 
the old Mississippi law was “unpre-
dictable and absurd,” saying it went 
farther than eviction laws in any 
other state. He wrote that it violated 
an occupant’s right to due process.

5epublican Gov. Tate 5eeves 
signed the new law April 21, and it 
took effect immediately. It passed 
with broad bipartisan support.

The N o r t hea st  Mississippi D a il y  
J o u r na l  reported the new law gives 
a tenant seven days to gather be-
longings and vacate a home after 
an eviction notice. An exception is 
made for emergencies.

If the occupant does not leave dur-
ing the initial order, a judge could is-
sue a separate one authorizing law 
enforcement to remove a tenant. 
That would give the person another 
72 hours to gather their belongings.

The previous law allowed land-
lords to immediately seize and dis-
pose of a delinquent occupant’s per-
sonal property.

The impetus for his order was a 
lawsuit by Samantha Conner, a Co-
lumbus woman who sued her land-
lord after he took nearly everything 
she owned when she was evicted in 
201�.

Conner said her landlord changed 

the locks on her apartment and re-
fused to let her take her belongings, 
including her computer and hard 
drive she needed while working as a 
paralegal, keepsakes from when her 
son was a baby, family photographs 
and personal records.

The landlord eventually sold, do-
nated or threw away Conner’s pos-
sessions, according to legal docu-
ments. Mills called that “an act of 
pure mean-spiritedness and spite” 
and wrote that the actions were “en-
couraged by Mississippi eviction 
statutes, which engage in the legal 
fi ction that a plaintiff who fails to 
timely vacate her apartment, as re-
quired by an eviction order, has irre-
vocably µabandoned’ her property.’’

Mills paused his order from tak-
ing effect to give legislators a chance 
to offer tenants more protections.

“In that case, the landlord was not 
representative of all landlords,’’ said 
Senate Judiciary A Chairman Brice 
Wiggins, a 5epublican from Pasca-
goula. “But what he did was violate 
the Constitution. So we needed to 
fi x it.’’

Conner’s case seeking damages 
from the landlord is still pending.

Mills, a former state legislator, 
wrote in April� “While this court 
had hoped that the /egislature 
would act more quickly than it did, 
it is pleased that it did, eventually, 
enact legislation which, upon fi rst 
reading, appears to represent a sub-
stantial improvement over the stat-
utes which it declared unconstitu-
tional.’’

Mississippi School Board 
upholds fi ring

over ‘New Butt’ book

MS woman acquitted in death 
of toddler stepdaughter

Mississippi revises 
eviction law that 

judge called ‘absurd’
The A ssociated  P r essThe A ssociated  P r ess

The A ssociated  P r ess

Bevily



N A T I O N A L

M i s s i on ,  K a n s a s :  “ Y ’ a ll h er e t o 
pr ot ec t  m e, ’ ’  t h e y ou t h  a s k ed  t h e 
offi cers, beseechingly. “5ight?’’

T h e 1 7 - y ea r - old ’ s  f os t er  f a t h er ,  
unable to deal with a teen who 
seemed to be in the throes of 
s c h i z oph r en i a ,  h a d  c a lled  W i c h -
ita police. When they arrived, 
Cedric “C.J.’’ /ofton refused to 
leave the porch and go with them; 
he was obstinate but afraid, meek 
but frantic. After an hourlong 
stalemate, the police lost patience. 
It was time to take him away – by 
force, if necessary.

And so began the last two days 
of a life plagued by family dys-
function, brushes with the law, 
years in foster care and, fi nally, 
mental illness. The events leading 
to C.J.’s death, just a day short of 
his 18th birthday, would be cap-
tured on video; the result would 
be litigation, pleas for reform, 
c r i es  t h a t  t h e s y s t em  h a d  f a i led  
yet another black youth.

Authorities would decide 
against any prosecutions in con-
nection with his death. But there 
were crucial errors, and vital 
h oles  i n  t h e s a f et y  n et  t h a t  h a d  f a -
tal consequences.

A  t ea m  t h a t  i n c lu d ed  a  m en t a l 
health worker was unavailable to 
respond on that night last Septem-
ber; police alone responded. And 
C.J. was taken not to a mental 
hospital but to the county Juve-
n i le I n t a k e a n d  A s s es s m en t  C en -
ter, where for about 40 minutes he 
was held face down, resulting in 
his death.

C.J. “went from crisis to death 
because we got involved,’’ said 
Sedgwick County Commissioner 
Jim Howell. “We all need to own 
what we did right and what we did 
wrong,’’ he added. “And the real-
ity is there’s things that happened 
that were wrong.’’

Friends who met C.J. in foster 
care described him as a goofball, 
fun loving, with a dark childhood 
that he hinted at but never talked 
about much.

“He would dance everywhere, 
just wiggly, just you know, no co-
ordination at all. Just dancing just 
to dance,’’ said Skylar Mannie, 
1�, of Wichita.

But under the surface, she 
sensed anxieties. “He worried 
about making sure that he was 
safe, making sure everybody 
around him was safe and that they 
were good at all times.’’

He was raised with the help 
of his grandmother. His father, 
C h a d r i c k  L of t on ,  r a c k ed  u p m u l-

tiple convictions for domestic as-
sault; one case sent him to prison 
for a year and a half when C.J. 
was 2, and after that, C.J. told 
friends, his father wasn’t around. 
His mother, Sarah Harrison, also 
had a criminal record, including a 
theft conviction in Texas that car-
ried a 400-day sentence.

A s  h e en t er ed  h i s  t een  y ea r s ,  
C.J. was living with his mother in 
Junction City, a .ansas town of 
about 22,000 near the Fort 5iley 
military base. In the summer of 
2018, at age 14, he began to get in 
trouble.

He was accused fi rst of using a 
stolen debit card, then with steal-
ing a car and tools, court records 
show. At a football game that fall, 
he was caught with a BB gun 
and suspended from school; he 
was truant often, the court fi lings 
show.

Then, in 1ovember, he was 
accused of battery and stealing 
a video game from Walmart and 
was sent to a juvenile detention 
facility. Court records noted that 
his “behavior is escalating and 
there is no parental control,’’ but 
he was released to his mother that 
December.

He broke curfew again and 
again. 8ltimately, a judge signed 
an order removing /ofton from 
his home, noting there was “no 
parent�guardian present.’’ By 
August 201�, a court fi ling found 
that he was doing “very well’’ in 
foster care.

C.J. moved around at fi rst, 
friends said. But in December 
2020, he was placed in Wichita 
with a foster father that his friend, 
Marquez Patton, described as 
“one of the good ones.’’

By all accounts, they got along. 
C.J.’s foster father told investiga-
tors that he had been doing fi ne in 
school and that there were no ma-
jor issues until their fi nal weeks 
together, according to a report by 

Sedgwick County 
D i s t r i c t  A t t or n ey  

Marc Bennett.
The foster father, whose name 

hasn’t been released, declined 
an interview request through 
DCCCA Inc., a private foster care 
agency that contracts with the 
s t a t e’ s  D epa r t m en t  of  C h i ld r en  
and Families.

During the pandemic-disrupted 
2020-21 school year, C.J. became 
a favorite of Traci .allhoff, a zool-
ogy teacher at Wichita Southeast 
High School. He was always ask-
ing questions, sometimes tossing 
a blanket over his head to liven up 
virtual instruction.

“Some of those kids, like when 
t h ey ’ r e k i n d  of  li k e t h a t ,  y ou  
know, like a little ornery, but real-
ly just so full of life, they just kind 
of grab your heart,’’ she said, add-
ing that they grew so close that he 
emailed over summer break and 
hugged her when classes resumed 
in the fall.

Patton, 22, met C.J. when they 
worked at the same McDonald’s. 
He said among other things, the 
pair bonded over music – C.J. 
posted his own classic gangster 
rap on <ouTube, full of references 
to shootings and bloodshed.

Indeed, C.J. had been part of a 
Junction City gang, friends said. 
“Gangs are like a family,’’ Patton 
said, but C.J. had vowed to leave 
that behind and “do better.’’ The 
lyrics were merely what sold, he 
told friends.

He started dating .yanya Har-
dyway in June 2021. Her family 
“loved him,’’ she said, because he 
was so respectful. They went to 
t h e m a ll,  t h e Y M C A  a n d  c h u r c h  
together.

Eventually, though, he started 
telling her and other friends that 
he was hearing things, that the 
world was going to end soon. It 
worried her. But she added� “I 
was just glad that he was just tell-
ing me stuff.’’

Friends said C.J. planned to 
r em a i n  i n  f os t er  c a r e u n t i l h e 
fi nished high school. But he was 
growing restless as he prepared to 
age out of the system. Two friends 
had already been forced from the 
foster placement after getting in 
trouble, Patton said.

Then, last August, his grand-
mother died in Texas. Cassandra 
Harrison’s death was a blow.

His foster father said when Ce-
d r i c  r et u r n ed  f r om  t h e f u n er a l i n  
September, “it got progressively 
worse,’’ according to the prosecu-
tor’s report. He described him as 
“paranoid.’’

Friends saw the difference, too.
“He was really sad. He felt like 

he didn’t really have anybody,’’ 
said Angelee Phillips, an 18-year-
old who also had spent time in 
foster care.

She said she knew he was 
smoking weed. His foster broth-
ers also suspected he was doing 
drugs, possibly the synthetic mar-
ijuana known as .2, although 
none had witnessed it fi rsthand. 
P a r t ly ,  t h ei r  s u s pi c i on s  s t em m ed  
from his strange behavior; one 
foster brother heard C.J. saying 
that his classmates were robots 
intent on hurting him.

T es t s  c on d u c t ed  a s  pa r t  of  t h e 
autopsy report came up positive 
for marijuana, nothing else.

By Sept. 22, the situation was 
escalating. C.J. walked away 
f r om  s c h ool t h a t  d a y  a n d  h i s  f os -
t er  f a t h er  c a lled  poli c e t o r epor t  
him as a runaway.

“He has been telling people 
not to look in the mirror because 
i t  t a k es  y ou r  s ou l, ’ ’  h e t old  a  d i s -
patcher, adding that C.J. thought 
security guards were secret 
agents that were spying on him 
and that he doesn’t want anyone 
to come into his room because he 
says the house is bugged.

Hardyway said he called her 
around 2 the next morning. She 
could tell he was outside, but he re-

fused to tell her where.
“He was just telling me like he 

loved me and stuff and then he 
just hung up because his phone 
was about to die,’’ she recalled. 
They never spoke again.

When C.J. returned home 
around 11�30 a.m. that Friday 
morning, the foster father imme-
d i a t ely  t ook  h i m  t o t h e c ou n t y ’ s  
mental health provider for an 
evaluation. But they never made 
it inside.

“He started freaking out and 
then ran off on me again,’’ the 
foster father told police.

He said C.J. had mentioned “he 
can get access to a gun.’’ He sus-
pec t ed  t h e t een  h a d  s c h i z oph r e-
nia. Although C.J. hadn’t been 
diagnosed, a cousin had told the 
f os t er  f a t h er  t h a t  t h e c on d i t i on  r a n  
in the family.

It was all too much. The fos-
ter father told a caseworker he 
couldn’t handle C.J. anymore. 
C.J. didn’t realize that when he re-
turned around 1 a.m. on Sept. 24. 
His foster father told C.J. to stay 
on the porch, that he was worried 
about him. He called police.

T h e c om m u n i t y  oper a t es  a  pr o-
gram in which a mental health 
professional, a law enforcement 
offi cer and a paramedic respond 
to emergent mental health crisis. 
But it only operates from noon 
to 10 p.m., Tuesdays through Fri-
days.

That meant the unit was not 
available when the foster father 
called, and police had to go in-
stead – one of the fi rst big mis-
steps, said Sedgwick County 
C om m i s s i on er  L a c ey  C r u s e:  
“We’re expecting law enforce-
ment to do way too much.’’

2ffi cers approached the house. 
What followed plays out on body 
camera video� While the foster 
f a t h er  a t t em pt s  t o r ea c h  t h e a f t er -
h ou r s  f os t er  c a r e c on t a c t s ,  of -
fi cers try to persuade C.J. – who 

was also sick with C2VID-1� – to 
let  t h em  t a k e h i m  t o a  m en t a l h os -
pital. “Hell no,’’ C.J. says.

2ver and over, for nearly an 
hour, they beg him to submit. C.J. 
offers to sleep outside. He points 
at things he alone sees, things that 
do not exist.

C.J., who had told his foster fa-
ther that he feared police would 
s h oot  h i m ,  em pt i es  h i s  poc k -
ets at one point – apparently, to 
show the offi cers he is unarmed. 
Change clatters to the ground.

“We don’t want your stuff,’’ an 
offi cer tells him. An offi cer asks 
him again about the hospital.

“The hospital,’’ C.J. says. “I 
thought you was talking about 
jail.’’ The offi cer responds� “1ot 
jail, just the hospital. ... I promise 
you we would go there.’’

But C.J. will have none of it. At 
2�15 a.m., offi cers call for assis-
tance. The 5-foot-10, 135-pound 
teenager is still refusing to budge.

The sergeant who responded 
to the scene would later explain 
that he wasn’t willing to just leave 
C.J. alone outside, according to 
t h e pr os ec u t or ’ s  r epor t :  “ W e c a n ’ t  
walk away.’’ They decide to take 
C.J. forcibly.

This was another mistake, said 
Cruse and fellow commissioner 
Howell. “Where is this impa-
tience coming from?’’ Howell 
asked.

In the video, C.J. screams and 
yells “help’’ over and over again 
as offi cers grab for his arms.

“This is illegal,’’ C.J. says. 
“Isn’t it?’’

Eventually the offi cers restrain 
him in something called the 
W5AP, a device comprised of 
a locking shoulder harness, leg 
restraints and ankle straps. The 
sheriff’s offi ce describes it as a 
way to restrain a person who is 
ou t  of  c on t r ol s o t h a t  t h ey  d on ’ t  
hurt themselves or others.

C.J. is frantic. “They are going 
to kill me,’’ he screams, biting at 
the straps. As the teen is carried 
to the police cruiser, he can be 
heard muttering, repeatedly, “.ill 
yourself.’’

The destination was no longer 
the mental hospital. The sergeant 
later explained that he believed 
C.J. was too combative to take 
there, according to the prosecu-
tor’s report.

Instead, the vehicle headed for 
the juvenile intake center. C.J. 
was accused of multiple counts 
of battering law enforcement of-
fi cers.

Buffalo, 1ew <ork Mayor 
Byron Brown called the massa-
cre at a Buffalo supermarket an 
unimaginable nightmare, while 
Erie County Sheriff John Garcia 
framed the onslaught as pure evil.

P u t  pla i n ly ,  t h e d ea d ly  s h oot -
ing by a white 18-year-old whose 
manifesto revealed his desire to 
cleanse the country of black peo-
ple i s  a n ot h er  ex a m ple of  A m er -
ica’s lingering murderous racial 
hatred.

It also shows how hateful rheto-
ric – spewed over conservative 
national news outlets and on so-
cial media and the dog whistles 
of rightwing politicians – has 
usurped some of the progress 
m a d e i n  r a c e r ela t i on s  s i n c e t h e 
Civil 5ights Movement advances 
more than a half-century ago.

“/aw enforcement is proceed-
ing with its investigation, but what 
is clear is that we are seeing an ep-
i d em i c  of  h a t e a c r os s  ou r  c ou n t r y  
that has been evidenced by acts of 

violence and intolerance. We must 
call it out and condemn it,” Vice 
President .amala Harris said.

“5acially-motivated hate 
crimes or acts of violent extrem-
ism are harms against all of us, 
and we must do everything we 
c a n  t o en s u r e t h a t  ou r  c om m u n i -
t i es  a r e s a f e f r om  s u c h  a c t s , ”  s h e 
asserted.

D et a i ls  of  t h e s h oot er ,  P a y t on  
Gendron’s 180-page manifesto, 

revealed troubling perceptions the 
self-avowed white supremacist 
possessed.

He complained of the dwin-
dling size of the white population 
a n d  i n c lu d ed  h i s  f ea r s  of  et h n i c  
and cultural replacement of white 
people.

Gendron described himself as 
a fascist, a white supremacist, and 
an anti-semite.

His live-streamed shooting 
s pr ee h a s  lef t  a t  lea s t  t en  d ea d  
and several more wounded. But, 
u n li k e t h e m u lt i t u d e of  u n a r m ed  
black people killed during en-
counters with law enforcement, 
the young white racist is alive to 
plead not guilty or “insanity” in 
court.

“While past violent white su-
premacist attacks seem to have 
factored into this heinous act, we 
must acknowledge that extremist 
rhetoric espoused by some media 
and political leaders on the right 
promoting theories that vilify or 
dehumanize segments of our so-
ciety like µthe great replacement 

theory’ is a factor too,” wrote 8.S. 
House Homeland Security Chair-
man Bennie Thompson in a state-
ment.

Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr. speak-
ing on behalf of the 1ational 
1ewspaper Publishers Associa-
t i on  ( N N P A )  em ph a s i z ed ,  “ W e 
are outraged, angered, but we will 
not be silent again in the wake of 
more racist murders of black peo-
ple in America this time in Buf-
falo, 1ew <ork.

“The patterns and rising tide 
of these white supremacists’ at-
t a c k s  a n d  m u r d er s  of  ou r  people 
will not go without the unifi ed and 
amplifi ed voice of the Black Press 
of America to demand justice and 
an end to white supremacy in 
America.”

C ou n c i l on  A m er i c a n - I s la m i c  
5elations �CAI5� 1ational Dep-
uty Director Edward Ahmed 
Mitchell added that the organi-
zation condemns both the white 
s u pr em a c i s t  t er r or i s t  a t t a c k  t a r -
geting black men and women in 
Buffalo and the racist rhetoric that 

has sparked such violence.
“ T h e c on s t a n t  r epet i t i on  of  

white supremacist conspiracy 
theories on social media and even 
m a i n s t r ea m  m ed i a  ou t let s  h a s  led  
to horrifi c violence in places as 
d i s t a n t  a s  C h r i s t c h u r c h ,  E l P a s o,  
O s lo,  a n d  C h a r les t on , ”  M i t c h ell 
asserted.

“Those who promote racism, 
white supremacy, antisemitism, 
Islamophobia, and other forms of 
bigotry must be held accountable 
for the violence they inspire.”

Mitchell added that CAI5 has 
often spoken out against those 
who promote the “great replace-
m en t ”  a n d  ot h er  r a c i s t  c on s pi r a c y  
theories.

Mayor Brown told reporters 
that Gendron surveilled both the 
community and the grocery store 
as part of the attack’s planning.

Brown said the teen surveilled 
the area for several days and tar-
geted a busy place in an area pre-
dominantly populated by black 
people.

His manifesto noted that “=ip 

code 14208 in Buffalo has the 
highest black percentage that is 
close enough to where I live.”

According to the 8.S. Census, 
the zip code is 78 percent black 
and among the top 2 percent of zip 
codes nationwide with the highest 
concentration of blacks as a per-
centage of the population.

It has the highest concentra-
tion of blacks as a percentage of 
t h e popu la t i on  of  a n y  z i p c od e i n  
upstate 1ew <ork.

“Well, this manifesto tells ev-
erything to us. And that is what’s 
so bone chilling about it is that 
there is the ability for people to 
write and subscribe to such phi-
losophies fi lled with hate,” 1ew 
<ork Gov. .athy Hochul said.

“The white supremacist acts of 
terrorism that are being fermented 
on social media and to know that 
what this one individual did has 
been shared with the rest of the 
world as well as the live-stream-
ing of this military-style execu-
t i on  t h a t  oc c u r r ed  i n  t h e s t r eet s  of  
my hometown.”

From crisis to death’: Probing 
teen’s last, desperate hours

America’s white supremacist murders of black people

In this image from body 
camera video provided by 
Sedgwick County, staff mem-
bers perform CPR on Cedric 
“C.J.” Lofton, 17, in Wichita, 
Kan., on Sept. 24, 2021. The 
fi nal autopsy, released in 
December, listed C.J.’s cause 
of death as “complications of 
cardiopulmonary arrest sus-
tained after physical struggle 
while restrained in the prone 
position.” The death was de-
clared a homicide. SEDGWICK 
COUNTY VIA AP

The Wichita Branch NAACP facebook.com
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Details of the shooter, Payton 
Gendron’s 180-page manifesto, 
revealed troubling perceptions 
the self-avowed white suprema-
cist possessed

Lofton
Continued on pages 7
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Stroke and Marriage

Is your sleep apnea under control?

S i n g le or  u n h a ppy  m a r r i ed  
m en  s eem  t o r u n  a  g r ea t er  r i s k  
of  d y i n g  f r om  a  s t r ok e t h a n  
t h os e i n  g ood  m a r r i a g es .  A  
s t u d y  of  m or e t h a n  1 0 , 0 0 0  c i v i l 
s er v a n t s  a n d  m u n i c i pa l w or k -
er s  f ou n d  t h a t  1 0 %  of  t h e s i n g le 
m en  d i ed  of  a  s t r ok e c om pa r ed  
t o on ly  5 %  of  m a r r i ed  m en .  
W h en  a g e a n d  k n ow n  s t r ok e 
r i s k  f a c t or s  s u c h  a s  ob es i t y ,  
s m ok i n g  a n d  d i a b et es  w er e i n -
c lu d ed  i n  t h e a n a ly s i s ,  s i n g le 
m en  h a d  a  7 0 %  h i g h er  r i s k  f or  
a  f a t a l s t r ok e t h a n  m a r r i ed  m en  
a c c or d i n g  t o t h e A m er i c a n  
S t r ok e A s s oc i a t i on ’ s  a n n u a l 
s t r ok e c on f er en c e.

T h er e h a v e n ot  b een  a n y  
s t u d i es  t o s h ow  t h a t  h a ppy  
m a r r i ed  w om en  h a v e t h e s a m e 
r ed u c ed  s t r ok e r i s k .  I t  w ou ld  b e 
very interesting to fi nd out.

I t ’ s  c lea r  t h a t  a  lon g ,  h a ppy  
r ela t i on s h i p i s  a s s oc i a t ed  w i t h  
a  h i g h er  li k eli h ood  of  t a k i n g  
t h e r ec om m en d ed  m ea s u r es  
a g a i n s t  t h e k n ow n  s t r ok e r i s k  
f a c t or s .  A  m a r r i ed  m a n  t h a t  
s m ok es  w i ll h a v e b et t er  s u p-
por t  i n  q u i t t i n g .

S t r ok e i s  t h e t h i r d  lea d i n g  
k i ller  i n  t h e U n i t ed  S t a t es  a n d  
t h e 1 #  c a u s e of  a d u lt  d i s a b i l i t y .  
7 5 0 , 0 0 0  people s u f f er  a  n ew  or  
r ec u r r en t  s t r ok e i n  t h e U n i t ed  
S t a t es .  1 6 0 , 0 0 0  of  t h es e people 
w i ll d i e.  T h er e a r e 5 . 5  m i lli on  
U . S .  s t r ok e s u r v i v or s .  W h i le 
s om e s t r ok e v i c t i m s  c a n  r ec ov -
er  c om plet ely ,  m or e t h a n  2 / 3  

of  a ll s u r v i v or s  w i ll h a v e s om e 
t y pe of  d i s a b i l i t y .

E v er y  4 5  s ec on d s  i n  t h e U . S . ,  
s om eon e h a s  a  s t r ok e.  T h e ec o-
n om i c  i m pa c t  c a n  c os t  a s  m u c h  
a s  $ 4 0 - $ 7 0  b i lli on  per  y ea r .  
W h i le w om en  a c c ou n t  f or  6  i n  
1 0  s t r ok e d ea t h s ,  b la c k  A m er i -
c a n s  a r e a f f ec t ed  b y  s t r ok e 
m or e of t en  t h a n  a n y  ot h er  
U . S .  g r ou p.  B la c k  A m er i c a n s  
a r e t w i c e a s  l i k ely  t o d i e f r om  
s t r ok e a s  w h i t e A m er i c a n s .

5 0 %  of  a ll n u r s i n g  h om e a d -
m i s s i on s  a r e s t r ok e v i c t i m s .  
T h e n u m b er  on e r ea s on  f or  

n u r s i n g  h om e a d m i s s i on s  i s  
s t r ok e.  A c c or d i n g  t o t h e A m er -
i c a n  S t r ok e A s s oc i a t i on ,  8 0 %  
of  a ll s t r ok es  a r e pr ev en t a b le.

A  s t r ok e or  “ b r a i n  a t t a c k ”  
oc c u r s  w h en  a  b lood  v es s el t h a t  
c a r r i es  ox y g en  a n d  n u t r i en t s  t o 
t h e b r a i n  b u r s t  or  i s  c log g ed  b y  
a  b lood  c lot  or  s om e ot h er  pa r -
t i c le.  R u pt u r es  a n d  b loc k a g es  
pr ev en t  t h e b r a i n  f r om  g et t i n g  
t h e b lood  a n d  ox y g en  i t  n eed s .   
W i t h ou t  t h e b lood  a n d  ox y -
g en  i t  n eed s ,  n er v e c ells  i n  t h e 
b r a i n  d i e w i t h i n  m i n u t es .

W h en  b r a i n  c ells  d i e d u r i n g  

a  s t r ok e,  t h e b r a i n ’ s  a b i l i t y  t o 
c on t r ol v a r i ou s  a r ea s  of  t h e 
b r a i n  a r e los t .  T h es e a b i l i t i es  
c a n  i n c lu d e s peec h ,  m ov em en t  
a n d  m em or y .  H ow  a  s t r ok e 
pa t i en t ’ s  b r a i n  i s  a f f ec t ed  d e-
pen d s  on  w h er e t h e s t r ok e oc -
c u r s  i n  t h e b r a i n  a n d  h ow  m u c h  
t h e b r a i n  i s  d a m a g ed .

A  s t r ok e i s  a  m ed i c a l em er -
g en c y .  Y ou  s h ou ld  k n ow  t h e 
w a r n i n g  s i g n s  of  s t r ok e.  5 0 %  
of  a ll s t r ok e v i c t i m s  h a v e n o 
w a r n i n g  s i g n s .  A f t er  t h e a g e 
of  5 5 ,  t h e r i s k s  of  s t r ok e c a n  
d ou b le ev er y  1 0  y ea r s .  9 7 %  of  

t h e U . S .  a d u lt  popu la t i on  c a n -
n ot  i d en t i f y  t h e w a r n i n g  s i g n s  
f or  a  s t r ok e.

T h es e s i g n s  i n c lu d e:
S u d d en  n u m b n es s  or  w ea k -

n es s  of  t h e f a c e,  a r m  or  leg ,  
es pec i a lly  on  on e s i d e of  t h e 
b od y .

S u d d en  c on f u s i on ,  t r ou b le 
s pea k i n g  or  u n d er s t a n d i n g .

S u d d en  t r ou b le s eei n g  i n  on e 
or  b ot h  ey es .

S u d d en  t r ou b le w a l k i n g ,  d i z -
z i n es s ,  los s  of  b a la n c e or  c oor -
d i n a t i on .

S u d d en ,  s ev er e h ea d a c h e 
w i t h  n o k n ow n  c a u s e.

A n y  of  t h es e s y m pt om s  c a n  
b e t em por a r y  a n d  c a n  la s t  f or  
a s  l i t t le a s  a  f ew  m i n u t es .  T h i s  
c on d i t i on  i s  c a lled  a  “ m i n i -
s t r ok e”  or  a  “ t r a n s i en t  i s c h -
em i c  a t t a c k ”  ( T I A ) .  T I A s  c a n  
b e a  g ood  i n d i c a t or  of  a  f u t u r e 
s t r ok e.

S t r ok e P r ev en t i on  G u i d e-
li n es

1 .   K n ow  y ou r  b lood  pr es -
s u r e.  H a v e i t  c h ec k ed  a t  lea s t  
a n n u a lly .  I f  t h e low er  n u m b er  
( y ou r  d i a s t oli c  b lood  pr es s u r e)  
i s  c on s i s t en t ly  ov er  8 0 ,  t a l k  t o 
y ou r  d oc t or .

 2 .  F i n d  ou t  i f  y ou  h a v e a r -
terial fi brillation. Arterial fi -
b r i lla t i on  ( A F )  i s  a n  i r r eg u la r  
h ea r t b ea t  t h a t  c h a n g es  h ow  
y ou r  h ea r t  w or k s  a n d  a llow s  
b lood  t o c ollec t  i n  t h e c h a m -
b er s  of  y ou r  h ea r t .  

 3 .  I f  y ou  s m ok e,  
s t op.    S m ok i n g  d ou b les  t h e 
r i s k  f or  s t r ok e.  

 4 .  I f  y ou  d r i n k  a lc oh ol,  d o 
s o i n  m od er a t i on  or  d on ’ t  d r i n k  
a t  a ll.  

 5 .  F i n d  ou t  i f  y ou  h a v e h i g h  
c h oles t er ol ( a  s of t ,  w a x y  f a t  
( l i pi d )  i n  t h e b lood s t r ea m  a n d  
i n  a ll b od y  c ells ) .  

 6 .  I f  y ou  a r e d i a b et i c . . .  F ol-
low  y ou r  d oc t or ’ s  a d v i c e c a r e-
f u lly  t o c on t r ol y ou r  d i a b et es .  

 7 .  E x er c i s e.  I n c lu d e ex er c i s e 
i n  y ou r  d a i ly  a c t i v i t i es .  

 8 .  E n j oy  a  low er  s od i u m  
( s a lt ) ,  low er  f a t  d i et .  

 9 .  A s k  y ou r  d oc t or  i f  y ou  
h a v e c i r c u la t i on  pr ob lem s ,  
w h i c h  i n c r ea s es  y ou r  r i s k  f or  
s t r ok e.

 1 0 .  S y m pt om s .  I f  y ou  h a v e 
a n y  s t r ok e s y m pt om s ,  s eek  i m -
m ed i a t e m ed i c a l a t t en t i on .

I f  y ou  t h i n k  s om eon e m a y  
b e h a v i n g  a  s t r ok e,  a c t  F . A . S . T .  
a n d  d o t h i s  s i m ple t es t :

A c t  F . A . S . T .
FACE  A s k  t h e per s on  t o 

s m i le.  D oes  on e s i d e of  t h e f a c e 
d r oop?

ARMS  A s k  t h e per s on  t o 
r a i s e b ot h  a r m s .  D oes  on e a r m  
d r i f t  d ow n w a r d ?

SPEECH  A s k  t h e per s on  t o 
r epea t  a  s i m ple s en t en c e.  A r e 
t h e w or d s  s lu r r ed ? C a n  h e/ s h e 
r epea t  t h e s en t en c e c or r ec t ly ?

TIME  I f  t h e per s on  s h ow s  
a n y  of  t h es e s y m pt om s ,  t i m e 
i s  i m por t a n t .  C a ll 9 1 1  or  g et  
t o t h e h os pi t a l f a s t .  B r a i n  c ells  
a r e d y i n g .

R em em b er  8 0 %  of  a ll s t r ok es  
a r e pr ev en t a b le.

H i g h - q u a l i t y  s leep i s  f u n d a m en t a l 
t o y ou r  h ea lt h  a n d  h a ppi n es s .  H ow ev -
er ,  f or  t h e 1 0 - 3 0 %  of  U . S .  a d u lt s  l i v -
i n g  w i t h  s leep a pn ea ,  a  g ood  n i g h t ’ s  
r es t  i s  n ot  g u a r a n t eed .

O b s t r u c t i v e s leep a pn ea  i s  a  r es pi r a -
t or y  c on d i t i on  w h er e a i r w a y s  n a r r ow  
d u r i n g  s leep,  c a u s i n g  s h or t  per i od s  
w h en  y ou ’ r e n ot  b r ea t h i n g .  I n c r ed i b ly  
c om m on ,  i t ’ s  es t i m a t ed  t h a t  t h er e a r e 
m i lli on s  of  A m er i c a n s  w i t h  u n d i a g -
n os ed  a n d  u n t r ea t ed  s leep a pn ea .

U n c on t r olled  s leep a pn ea  i s  a s s o-
c i a t ed  w i t h  a  n u m b er  of  c h a llen g i n g  
s y m pt om s ,  i n c lu d i n g  E x c es s i v e D a y -
t i m e S leepi n es s  ( E D S ) .  T h i s  s y m p-
t om ,  w h i c h  c a n  l i n g er  ev en  a f t er  on e 
b eg i n s  b ei n g  t r ea t ed  f or  s leep a pn ea ,  
i s  of t en  d es c r i b ed  a s  f eeli n g  ex c es -
s i v ely  d r ow s y .  I f  y ou  ex per i en c e E D S ,  
y ou  m i g h t  ev en  f a ll a s leep w h en  y ou  

s h ou ld n ’ t .  F or  ex a m ple,  s leepi n es s  a t  
w or k  or  w h i le y ou ’ r e w a t c h i n g  k i d s ,  
a lon g  w i t h  d r ow s y  d r i v i n g ,  c ou ld  pu t  
y ou  a n d  ot h er s  a t  a n  i n c r ea s ed  r i s k  of  
a c c i d en t s  a n d  i n j u r y .

N ot  ev er y on e b ei n g  t r ea t ed  f or  s leep 
a pn ea  ex per i en c es  c om plet e s y m pt om  
r eli ef .  T h i s  i s  w h y  t h e A m er i c a n  L u n g  
A s s oc i a t i on ,  w i t h  s u ppor t  f r om  J a z z  
P h a r m a c eu t i c a ls ,  i s  en c ou r a g i n g  t h e 
pu b li c  t o r ec og n i z e t h ei r  ow n  or  a  
lov ed  on e’ s  s leep c h a llen g es .

“The fi rst step to better sleep is to 
s h a r e y ou r  u n r es olv ed  s y m pt om s  w i t h  
y ou r  h ea lt h c a r e pr ov i d er .  I f  y ou  a r e 
d i a g n os ed  w i t h  s leep a pn ea  a f t er  pa r -
t i c i pa t i n g  i n  a  s leep s t u d y ,  y ou r  d oc -
t or  w i ll w or k  w i t h  y ou  t o m a n a g e t h e 
c on d i t i on , ”  s a y s  D r .  A t u l M a l h ot r a ,  a  
board-certifi ed pulmonologist, inten-
s i v i s t  a n d  r es ea r c h  c h i ef  of  P u l m o-
n a r y ,  C r i t i c a l C a r e a n d  S leep M ed i -

c i n e a t  U C  S a n  D i eg o.
D r .  M a l h ot r a  r ec om m en d s  s et t i n g  

u p a  f ollow - u p a ppoi n t m en t  w i t h i n  
t h r ee m on t h s  a f t er  y ou  b eg i n  t r ea t -

m en t  –  or  s oon er  i f  pr ob lem s  a r i s e,  
a n d  t h en  on  a n  a n n u a l b a s i s  a f t er  t h a t .

“ U n f or t u n a t ely ,  s om e pa t i en t s  c on -
t i n u e t o ex per i en c e li n g er i n g  s y m p-

t om s , ”  s a y s  D r .  M a l h ot r a .  “ I t ’ s  i m por -
t a n t  t o a d d r es s  t h es e c on c er n s  w i t h  
y ou r  d oc t or . ”

Y ou ’ ll k n ow  i f  y ou r  t r ea t m en t  i s  
w or k i n g  b a s ed  on  h ow  y ou ’ r e f eeli n g .  
A r e y ou  les s  s leepy  d u r i n g  t h e d a y ? 
D o y ou  h a v e h i g h er  en er g y  lev els ? 
D oes  y ou r  b ed  pa r t n er  n ot i c e les s  
s n or i n g ,  g a s pi n g  or  s leep d i s r u pt i on s ? 

T o h elp y ou r  d oc t or  u n d er s t a n d  
w h a t  y ou ’ r e ex per i en c i n g  a t  y ou r  
a ppoi n t m en t ,  i t ’ s  i m por t a n t  t o d i s -
t i n g u i s h  f a t i g u e,  w h i c h  i s  a  la c k  of  
en er g y ,  f r om  s leepi n es s ,  w h i c h  i s  a n  
i n a b i l i t y  t o s t a y  a w a k e.

Everyone deserves the benefi ts of 
h i g h - q u a l i t y  s leep.  I f  y ou  h a v e d i f -
fi culty getting a good night’s rest, be 
s u r e t o t a l k  t o y ou r  d oc t or  a b ou t  y ou r  
s y m pt om s  r i g h t  a w a y .

F o r  m o r e inf o r m a t io n a b o u t  sl eep 
a pnea  a nd  E D S  v isit  l u ng . o r g .

“ I t  s h oc k s  m e h ow  t h i s  c h i ld  i s  
t elli n g  y ou  t h ey  a r e s eei n g  t h i n g s  
t h a t  d on ’ t  ex i s t  a n d  a n  a lt er n a t e 
d ec i s i on ,  a s i d e f r om  t a k i n g  h i m  
t o t h e h os pi t a l,  w a s  m a d e, ’ ’  s a i d  
B r i t t a n y  B r es t ,  a  c om m u n i t y  
ps y c h olog i s t  w h o i s  ov er s eei n g  
a  g r a n t  f r om  t h e N a t i on a l A lli -
a n c e on  M en t a l I lln es s  t o b et t er  
s u ppor t  K a n s a s  i n m a t es .

Even one of the offi cers can be 
h ea r d  q u es t i on i n g  t h e c h a n g e of  
d es t i n a t i on  d u r i n g  t h e d r i v e,  a r -
g u i n g  t h a t  C . J .  w ou ld  f a r e b et t er  
a t  t h e m en t a l h os pi t a l.

“It fi xes whatever is wrong 
with him,’’ the offi cer says. The 
offi cers C.J. bit, he said, were 
“ pu t t i n g  t h em s elv es  i n  pos i t i on s  
of  b ei n g  b a t t er ed ’ ’  b ec a u s e t h ey  
w er e pu t t i n g  t h ei r  h a n d s  i n  f r on t  
of  h i s  m ou t h .

A second offi cer responds, 
s i m ply ,  “ I t  i s  n ot  ou r  c a ll. ’ ’

T h ey  pu ll i n t o t h e j u v en i le 
c en t er  a t  2 : 4 4  a . m .  a n d  m u lt i ple 
offi cers carry him inside. C.J. 
c on t i n u es  r epea t i n g  “ k i ll y ou r -
s elf ’ ’  w h en  h e w a s  r em ov ed  
f r om  t h e W R A P  r es t r a i n t  
around 3�40 a.m. 2ffi cers cau-
t i ou s ly  b a c k  ou t  of  t h e h old i n g  

c ell,  lea v i n g  C . J .  a lon e i n s i d e.
A  j u v en i le w or k er  la t er  

open ed  t h e d oor  t o t h e c ell a n d  
t old  C . J .  h e “ w on ’ t  b e h er e t h a t  
lon g ’ ’  i f  h e c ooper a t ed  w i t h  b e-
ing weighed and fi ngerprinted.

C . J . ,  t h ou g h ,  w a s  s t i ll a g i t a t -
ed .  H e w a l k ed  ou t  of  h i s  h old i n g  
c ell a n d  t r i ed  t o g r a b  a  c om pu t er  
m on i t or  f r om  t h e i n t a k e c ou n t er ,  
t h e pr os ec u t or ’ s  r epor t  s a i d .

S u r v ei lla n c e v i d eo f r om  i n -
s i d e t h e f a c i li t y  s h ow s  h i m  r e-
s i s t i n g  a t t em pt s  t o pla c e h i m  
b a c k  i n  t h e c ell.  A t  on e poi n t ,  h e 
c a n  b e s een  pu n c h i n g  on e of  t h e 
j u v en i le d et en t i on  em ploy ees  i n  
t h e h ea d ,  k n oc k i n g  h i s  g la s s es  
t o t h e g r ou n d .

T h e v i d eo,  w h i c h  c on t a i n s  n o 
a u d i o,  s h ow s  d et en t i on  w or k -
er s  w r es t li n g  h i m  i n t o t h e c ell.  
T h e c a m er a  a n g le d oes n ’ t  of f er  
a  c lea r  v i ew  of  w h a t  h a ppen ed  
n ex t .

But the prosecutor’s offi ce 
s a i d  s t a f f  s h a c k led  L of t on ’ s  
a n k les  a r ou n d  4 : 2 9  a . m .  a n d  pu t  
him on his stomach on the fl oor 
a  f ew  m i n u t es  la t er .  O n e w or k er  
h eld  C . J . ` s  a n k les ,  a n ot h er  h i s  
t h i g h s  a n d  t w o ot h er s  h eld  d ow n  

h i s  a r m s .
C . J .  s t r u g g led ,  s a y i n g  h e 

w ou ld  “ h ex ’ ’  s t a f f  a n d  t h a t  h e 
w a s  J es u s ,  a c c or d i n g  t o t h e r e-
por t .  A  w or k er  c a n  b e h ea r d  c a ll-
i n g  d i s pa t c h :  T h e t een  n eed ed  t o 
b e t a k en  t o a  h os pi t a l f or  m en t a l 
ev a lu a t i on .

A r ou n d  5 : 0 8  a . m . ,  t h e w or k -
er s  m a n a g ed  t o pu t  C . J .  i n  h a n d -
c u f f s  s o h e w ou ld  b e r ea d y  t o b e 
t r a n s por t ed  w h en  poli c e a r r i v ed ,  
a c c or d i n g  t o t h e pr os ec u t or ’ s  r e-
por t .  H e r em a i n ed  f a c e d ow n .  
T h e w or k er s  t h en  h ea r d  w h a t  
s ou n d ed  li k e s n or i n g ;  t h ey  a s -
s u m ed  h e h a d  t i r ed  h i m s elf  ou t  
a n d  f a llen  a s leep.

But C.J. was far from fi ne. 
T h e s n or i n g  w a s  li k ely  a g on a l 
b r ea t h i n g ,  a  c om m on  s i g n  of  
c a r d i a c  a r r es t ,  ex pla i n ed  D r .  
M i c h a el F r eem a n ,  a  f or en s i c  
epidemiologist who testifi ed in 
t h e G eor g e F loy d  c a s e.

“ I  t h i n k  t h e b i g g es t  pr ob lem  
h er e i s  t h a t  t h e people w h o d o 
t h e r es t r a i n t  d on ’ t  u n d er s t a n d  
h ow  d a n g er ou s  w h a t  t h ey ’ r e d o-
i n g  i s , ’ ’  h e s a i d .

C . J . ’ s  C O V I D - 1 9  i n f ec t i on  
a ls o w ou ld  “ c on t r i b u t e a n d  

m a k e i t  ev en  m or e d a n g er ou s , ’ ’  
s a i d  D r .  V i c t or  W eed n ,  a  f or en -
s i c  s c i en c e pr of es s or  a t  G eor g e 
W a s h i n g t on  U n i v er s i t y .  W eed n  
s a i d  t h e pr ob lem  i s  t h a t  people 
c a n ’ t  b r ea t h e f a s t  en ou g h  or  
d eep en ou g h  w h en  t h ey  a r e r e-
s t r a i n ed  f a c e d ow n  t o g et  r i d  
of  c a r b on  d i ox i d e,  es pec i a lly  i f  
t h ey  a r e u n d er  s t r es s .

B u t  t h e w or k er s  k n ew  n on e 
of  t h i s ,  i n s i s t i n g  la t er  t h a t  t h ey  
w er e u s i n g  r es t r a i n t s  t h a t  t h ey  
h a d  b een  t a u g h t .  I t  t ook  t h em  
a b ou t  5  m i n u t es  lon g er  t o n o-
t i c e s om et h i n g  w a s  w r on g ,  r oll 
C . J .  on  h i s  b a c k  a n d  s t a r t  c h es t  
c om pr es s i on s ,  a c c or d i n g  t o t h e 
pr os ec u t or ’ s  r epor t .

T h ey  c a lled  f or  h elp.  W h en  t h e 
em er g en c y  c r ew  a r r i v ed ,  h e h a d  
n o pu ls e.  “ I  h a v e on e 1 7 - y ea r - old  
m a le pos t  c od e r ed  c om i n g  t o 
y ou , ’ ’  a  pa r a m ed i c  c a lled  i n ,  a f -
t er  t h e c r ew  m a n a g ed  t o r es t a r t  
h i s  h ea r t .

B u t  h i s  c on d i t i on  w a s  g r a v e,  
h i s  b lood  pr es s u r e j u s t  6 2  ov er  
2 4 .  A n d  t w o d a y s  la t er ,  h e w a s  
d ea d .  H e n ev er  r eg a i n ed  c on -
s c i ou s n es s .

The fi nal autopsy, released in 

D ec em b er ,  li s t ed  C . J . ` s  c a u s e of  
d ea t h  a s  “ c om pli c a t i on s  of  c a r -
d i opu lm on a r y  a r r es t  s u s t a i n ed  
a f t er  ph y s i c a l s t r u g g le w h i le r e-
s t r a i n ed  i n  t h e pr on e pos i t i on . ’ ’  
T h e d ea t h  w a s  d ec la r ed  a  h om i -
c i d e.

A n d r ew  M .  S t r ot h ,  t h e f a m -
i ly ’ s  a t t or n ey ,  s a i d  h e i s  pr e-
paring a “robust legal fi ling,’’ 
d es c r i b i n g  w h a t  h a ppen ed  a s  
“ t r a g i c  on  s o m a n y  lev els . ’ ’

S ed g w i c k  C ou n t y  C or r ec -
t i on s  D i r ec t or  G len d a  M a r t en s  
a ls o d es c r i b ed  w h a t  h a ppen ed  
a s  “ t r a g i c ’ ’  i n  a  n ew s  c on f er -
en c e b u t  s a i d  t h a t  t h e c or r ec -
t i on s  w or k er s  “ a c t ed  w ell w i t h i n  
t h e poli c y  a n d  t h e r eq u i r em en t s  
of  t h a t  poli c y ’ ’  i n  r es t r a i n i n g  t h e 
t een .

M ea n w h i le,  i n t er i m  W i c h i t a  
P oli c e C h i ef  L em  M oor e s a i d  
h i s  d epa r t m en t  i s  look i n g  i n t o 
the actions offi cers took when 
b ook i n g  t h e t een .  T h e F B I  a ls o 
i s  i n v es t i g a t i n g ,  a n d  K a n s a s ’  
g ov er n or  or d er ed  a  r ev i ew  of  
h ow  t h e f os t er  c a r e s y s t em  h a n -
d led  t h e c a s e.

A  t a s k  f or c e a s s em b led  j oi n t ly  
b y  t h e c i t y  a n d  c ou n t y  r ev i ew ed  

C . J . ’ s  d ea t h .  I t s  m em b er s ,  w h o 
include a local 1AACP offi cial 
a n d  a  2 0 - y ea r - old  y ou t h  or g a -
n i z er ,  r ec om m en d ed  a  s er i es  of  
c h a n g es ,  i n c lu d i n g  i m pr ov i n g  
t r a i n i n g  a n d  m en t a l h ea lt h  s er -
v i c es .

B en n et t ,  t h e d i s t r i c t  a t t or n ey ,  
s a i d  h e s t r u g g led  w i t h  w h et h er  
a n  i n v olu n t a r y  m a n s la u g h t er  
charge was justifi ed, but con-
c lu d ed  i n  J a n u a r y  t h a t  t h e s t a t e’ s  
“ s t a n d - y ou r - g r ou n d ’ ’  la w  pr e-
v en t ed  h i m  f r om  pu r s u i n g  i t  b e-
c a u s e s t a f f  m em b er s  w er e pr o-
t ec t i n g  t h em s elv es .

R ob er t  S pi t z er ,  a u t h or  of  
“ G u n s  A c r os s  A m er i c a :  R ec on -
c i li n g  G u n  R u les  a n d  R i g h t s , ’ ’  
s a i d  B en n et t ’ s  i n t er pr et a t i on  i s  
a  “ per f ec t ly  log i c a l a ppli c a t i on ’ ’  
of  a  la w  t h a t  h e d es c r i b ed  a s  
“ d eeply  pr ob lem a t i c . ’ ’

B en n et t  a g r ees ,  c a lli n g  on  
t h e L eg i s la t u r e t o c h a n g e t h e 
la w  a n d  r a i s i n g  q u es t i on s  a b ou t  
n ea r ly  ev er y on e i n v olv ed  i n  
C . J . ’ s  c a r e,  f r om  t h e j u v en i le 
w or k er s  t o t h e f os t er  c a r e s y s -
t em .

“ T h i s , ’ ’  h e s a i d ,  “ s h ou ld  n ev er  
h a v e h a ppen ed . ’ ’

Lof ton
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A s  pa r t  of  
m y v a c a t i on 
i n C a li f or n i a  
a b ou t  a  d ec a d e 
a g o, one  of  m y 
c ou s i n s  w h o 
li v ed a b ou t  2 
h ou r s  a w a y  

f r om  L os  A n g eles  a g r eed t o 
t a k e m e a n d m y s i s t er  s h op-
pi n g  i n L os  A n g eles . H a v i n g 
li v ed i n  s ou t h er n C a li f or n i a  
f or  a  f ew  y ea r s  b u t  s t i ll n ot  
used to the traffi c, my sister 
w a s  h opi n g t h a t  w e c ou ld a ll 
r i d e i n m y c ou s i n ’ s  c a r . H ow -
ev er , t h er e w a s  n o r oom  i n h er  
c a r  f or  a ll of  u s . T h i n k i n g i t  
m i g h t  b e f u n , I  v olu n t eer ed t o 
d r i v e. I ’ d ne v er  d r i v en i n L os  
Angeles traffi c but fi gured it 
c ou ld n ’ t  b e a n y  w or s e t h a n 
Dallas Fort Worth area traffi c.

F or  a  v a r i et y of  r ea s on s , 
d r i v i n g i n L os  A n g eles  w a s  
on e of  t h e lea s t  f a v or i t e 

pa r t s  of  m y ot h er w i s e f a n -
t a s t i c  2 0 1 1 C h r i s t m a s  v a c a -
t i on . I  s a w  ” I m m or t a l, ”  t h e 
a c c la i m ed M i c h a el J a c k s on 
C i r q u e D u S olei l t r i b u t e s h ow  
a n d ev en d r ov e 2 2 h ou r s  f r om  
L os  A n g eles  t o S a n A n t on i o,  
T ex a s  w i t h m y s i s t er  a n d h er  
c h i ld r en . I r on i c a lly , t h e m os t  
c h a llen g i n g pa r t  of  m y v a c a -
t i on w a s  d r i v i n g i n L os  A n g e-
les rush hour traffi c.

B ef or e w e b eg a n ou r  t r i p 
i n t o L os  A n g eles , I ’ d t r i ed t o 
g et  m y c ou s i n t o t ell u s  w h a t  
f r eew a y s  w e’ d b e d r i v i n g on ,  
b u t  s h e q u i c k ly d i s m i s s ed m y 
r eq u es t  s a y i n g t h a t  i t  w ou ld b e 
ea s y f or  u s  t o f ollow  h er . T h e 
pa r t  of  m e t h a t  li k es  t o h a v e 
a  pla n f or  E V E R Y T H I N G  
h one s t ly  h a d a  c h a llen g i n g 
t i m e f ollow i n g h er  a n d n ot  
k n ow i n g ex a c t ly w h er e w e 
w er e h ea d ed . I  h a d t o t r u s t  i n 
m y c ou s i n a n d h ope t h a t  s h e 
w ou ld n ’ t  m i s lea d  u s .

M y c ou s i n d i d h er  b es t  t o 

d r i v e t h e s peed li m i t  b u t  a s  
w e g ot  c los er  t o t h e L A  c i t y 
li m i t s , s h e d r ov e f a s t er . M ea n -
w h i le, m y s i s t er  w a s  s ooo ne r -
v ou s  a s  I  d i d m y b es t

weaving in and out of traffi c 
k eepi n g pa c e w i t h m y c ou s -
i n ’ s  c a r . I  t old h er  t h a t  s i n c e 
w e d i d n ’ t  h a v e t h e a d d r es s  
f or  w h er e w e w er e h ea d ed , 
I  ne ed ed t o m a k e s u r e t h a t  I  
d i d n ’ t  los e s i g h t  of  ou r  c ou s -
i n ’ s  c a r . H ow ev er , a t  a  c er t a i n 
point, I fi nally relaxed and just 
enjoyed not having to focus on 
a n y t h i n g b u t  f ollow i n g . W e 
fi nally made it safely to our 
d es t i n a t i on . A n d I  h a d t o a d -
m i t  t o m y c ou s i n t h a t  s h e w a s  
r i g h t :  on c e I  r ela x ed a n d g a v e 
u p w a n t ed t o c on t r ol t h e s i t u a -
t i on , i t  w a s  e a s y t o f ollow  h er .

F r om  t h i s  ex per i en c e, I  
lea r ne d t h a t  w e s t i ll h a v e t o 
t r u s t  G od es pec i a lly w h en w e 
m a y n ot  k n ow  a ll of  G od ’ s  
pla n or  ev en b e a b le t o s ee 
w h a t ’ s  a h ea d . J os h u a  6 d e-

s c r i b es  h ow  t h i s  h a ppene d 
w i t h J os h u a  a n d t h e d es t r u c -
tion of Jericho. Joshua fi rst got 
t h e w or d f r om  G od on v er s es  
2 - 3 w h a t  ne ed ed t o h a ppen . 
H e t h en t old t h e people of  t h e 
L or d ’ s  c om m a n d i n v er s es  6 - 7 
t o s i len t ly w a l k a r ou n d t h e 
w a lls  of  t h e c i t y of  J er i c h o f or  
s i x  d a y s . H eb r ew s  1 1 :  3 0 s a y s  
t h a t  i t  w a s  f a i t h t h a t  u lt i m a t ely 
m a d e t h e w a lls  c om e d ow n . 
S i m i la r ly , w e h a v e t o lea r n  t o 
f a i t h f u lly f ollow  G od a n d h i s  
pla n f or  ou r  li v es . E v en w h en 
w e c a n ’ t  s ee t h e pla n , w e h a v e 
t o t r u s t  G od ’ s  h ea r t .

S hew a nd a R il ey  is a F o r t  
W o r t h, Tex a s b a sed a u t ho r  
of  “ Lo v e H a ng o v er :  Mo v ing 
f r o m  P a in t o P u r po se A f t er  
a R el a t io nship E nd s”  a nd 
“ W r it ing t o t he B ea t  of  G o d ’ s 
H ea r t :  A  B o o k of  P r a y er s f o r  
W r it er s. ”  E m a il  pr eser v ed -
b y pu r po se@ g m a il . c o m  o r  
f o l l o w  her  o n Tw it t er  @ she-
w a nd a .
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A s  S a i n t s  of  
G od ,  w e h a v e a  
g r ea t  r es pon s i b i l-
i t y .  W e h a v e t h i n g s  
t h a t  G od  w a n t s  u s  
t o d o.  W e a r e a n  
a r m y  f or  t h e L or d ,  

a n d  a n  a r m y  h a s  b a t t les .  A r e y ou  
w or k i n g  f or  t h e L or d  a n d  t a l k -
i n g  t o ot h er s  a b ou t  G od  or  a r e 
y ou  a lw a y s  b u s y  w i t h  y ou r  ow n  
li f e? W h en  w a s  t h e la s t  t i m e y ou  
i n v i t ed  s om eon e t o c h u r c h ? Y ou  
m a y  g et  t u r n ed  d ow n  r epea t ed -
ly ,  b u t  y ou  n eed  t o k eep a s k i n g .  
G od  i s  m or e t h a n  a b le t o t a l k  t o 
h ea r t s .  I f  y ou  a r e g et t i n g  t u r n ed  
d ow n  c on s t a n t ly ,  m a y b e y ou  
n eed  t o c h ec k  y ou r s elf .  A r e y ou  
a c t i n g  r i g h t  w h en  y ou  a r e a r ou n d  
t h a t  per s on ? O u t  i n  t h e r eli g i ou s  
w or ld ,  I  w a s  a c q u a i n t ed  w i t h  
on e i n d i v i d u a l w h o s a i d  h e w a s  
a  pr ea c h er ,  b u t  h e s m ok ed  c i g a -
rettes and told dirty jokes. What 
a  b a d  w i t n es s  h e w a s !

W h en  y ou  g o t o a  r es t a u r a n t ,  
w h a t  h a ppen s  w h en  y ou  d o n ot  
g et  y ou r  f ood  t h e w a y  y ou  or -
d er ed  i t ? H ow  d o y ou  t a l k  t o t h e 
s er v er ? T h e w a y  y ou  i n t er a c t  
w i t h  people i s  i m por t a n t .  P eople 
s h ou ld  f eel t h e lov e of  G od  f r om  
y ou r  h ea r t  w h en  y ou  t a l k  t o 
t h em .  Y ou  h a v e a  g r ea t  r es pon -
s i b i l i t y  t o lea d  a  G od ly  ex a m ple 
b ef or e t h e w or ld ,  b ef or e y ou r  

f a m i ly ,  b ef or e y ou r  f r i en d s ,  a n d  
b ef or e on e a n ot h er .  I s  G od  s ee-
i n g  t h a t  y ou  a r e a  t r u ly  G od ly  
ex a m ple? Y ou  a r e n o m or e s pi r i -
t u a l i n  pu b li c  t h a n  y ou  a r e i n  t h e 
h om e.  A r e y ou  b a t t l i n g  s om e-
t h i n g  i n  y ou r  li f e? I s  s om et h i n g  
h i n d er i n g  y ou  f r om  g oi n g  f u r -
t h er  f or  t h e L or d ? M a y b e,  y ou  
a r e s t r u g g l i n g  i n  y ou r  C h r i s t i a n  
ex per i en c e.  G od  h a s  g r ea t er  v i c -
t or y  f or  y ou  i f  y ou  t r u ly  w a n t  i t .  
H a s  t h e d ev i l led  y ou  i n t o s om e-
t h i n g  t h a t  y ou  d o n ot  k n ow  h ow  
t o g et  ou t  of  i t  on  y ou r  ow n ? 
A r e y ou  a s  s pi r i t u a l a s  y ou  on c e 
w er e? Y ou  s h ou ld  b e g r ow i n g  
s t r on g er  s pi r i t u a lly .  T h e d ev i l 
h a s  m a n y  d ev i c es  t o d r a w  y ou  
a w a y  f r om  w a l k i n g  t h e s t r a i t  
a n d  n a r r ow  w a y .

W e r ea d  i n  1  J oh n  2 : 1 5 - 1 6 ,  
“ L ov e n ot  t h e w or ld ,  n ei t h er  t h e 
t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e i n  t h e w or ld .  I f  
a n y  m a n  lov e t h e w or ld ,  t h e lov e 
of  t h e F a t h er  i s  n ot  i n  h i m .  F or  
a ll t h a t  i s  i n  t h e w or ld ,  t h e lu s t  of  
the fl esh, and the lust of the eyes, 
a n d  t h e pr i d e of  li f e,  i s  n ot  of  t h e 
F a t h er ,  b u t  i s  of  t h e w or ld . ”  I f  
y ou  a r e d oi n g  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e n ot  
plea s i n g  t o G od  or  i f  y ou  n eed  
t o d r a w  c los er  t o G od ,  t h i s  c ou ld  
b e y ou r  la s t  c h a n c e.  Y ou  d o n ot  
k n ow  w h a t  t om or r ow  w i ll h old . ”

R ev .  S im eo n R .  G r een I I I  is 
pa st o r  o f  J o y nes R o a d  C hu r c h o f  
G o d ,  3 1  J o y nes R o a d ,  H a m pt o n,  
V A  2 3 6 6 9 .  

P R E S E R V E D Being a 
Godly 

Example By Shewanda Riley
C olu m nist

 By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link



T h e r ec en t  
s la u g h t er  of  b la c k  
people a t  t h e 
T O P S  G r oc er y 
S t or e i n  B u f f a lo,  
N ew  Y or k  c a r r i es  
a  n u m b er  of  m es -

s a g es  f or  t h os e w h o a r e pa y i n g  
a t t en t i on ,  ev en  i n  ou r  g r i ef .

F i r s t ,  w e s ee a n ot h er  y ou n g  
w h i t e m a le,  c on v i n c ed  t h a t  i t ’ s  
ok a y  t o a r m  h i m s elf  a n d  s eek  
ou t  people of  c olor  t o k i ll f or  n o 
r ea s on  ot h er  t h a n  w h o t h ey  a r e.  

W e s a w  t h i s  a t  M ot h er  E m a n -
u el C h u r c h  i n  S ou t h  C a r oli n a  
w h er e a  y ou n g  w h i t e m a le en -
t er ed  a  b la c k  c h u r c h  a n d  k i lled  
n i n e people i n  a  B i b le s t u d y .  W e 
s a w  a  w h i t e m a le i n  T ex a s  d r i v e 
s ev er a l h ou r s  t o a  W a l m a r t  S t or e 
a n d  t a r g et  a n d  k i ll M ex i c a n  
s h opper s  f or  n o r ea s on  ot h er  t h a n  
t h ei r  et h n i c i t y .  W e s a w  a  y ou n g  
w h i t e i n  S a n  D i eg o C ou n t y  g o 
t o a  J ew i s h  S y n a g og u e w i t h  t h e 
i n t en t  of  k i lli n g  m a n y ,  a n d  k i ll-
i n g  on e w or s h i per .  W e h a v e s een  
a n ot h er  c h u r c h  i n  T ex a s ,  a t  a  
d i f f er en t  t i m e,  h a v e 2 7  w or s h i p-
er s  k i lled  on  a  S u n d a y  m or n i n g ,  
w i t h ou t  r a c e or  et h n i c i t y  b ei n g  a  

f a c t or .  T h ey  w er e a ll w h i t e.  W e 
a ls o s a w  t h a t  t h e v er y  n ex t  d a y ,  
t h i s  pa s t  S u n d a y ,  6  people w er e 
s h ot  w h i le a t  c h u r c h  i n  L a g u n a  
W ood s ,  C a l i f or n i a  w i t h  on e f a -
t a l i t y .  W e a r e t old  t h er e h a v e 
b een  m or e t h a n  2 0 0  m a s s  s h oot -
i n g s  s o f a r  t h i s  y ea r .  H a t e c r i m es  
a r e on  t h e r i s e.

N ow ,  t h e r ea l q u es t i on  i s :  
“ W h a t  d o w e d o a b ou t  i t ?”

T h e a n s w er  d epen d s  on  w h o 
y ou  a r e,  n ot  w h er e y ou  li v e.  
T h er e a r e n o s a f e pla c es  lef t .  I f  
you are black, one of the fi rst 
t h i n g s  y ou  n ot i c e i s  t h a t  w h i t e 
m a s s  s h oot er s  a ppea r  t o b e t a k -
en  a l i v e,  ev en  w i t h  g u n s  i n  t h ei r  
h a n d s ,  w h i le b la c k  m en  s eem  t o 
g et  s h ot  f or  t h e s li g h t es t  poli c e 
en c ou n t er  s u c h  a s  a n  a i r  f r es h -
en er  h a n g i n g  f r om  a  r ea r v i ew  
mirror or a simple traffi c stop. 
T h e w h i t e t een a g er  i n  M i c h i g a n  
w h o s h ot  a n d  k i lled  c la s s m a t es  
w a s  t a k en  a l i v e.

T h e k i ller  of  t h e w or s h i per s  
a t  M ot h er  E m a n u el C h u r c h  i n  
S ou t h  C a r oli n a  w a s  t a k en  t o a  
M c D on a ld ’ s  d u r i n g  h i s  ex t r a d i -
t i on  b a c k  t o S ou t h  C a r oli n a  b e-
c a u s e h e w a s  h u n g r y .  T h e B u f f a -
lo s h oot er  h a d  b een  t o t h e s t or e 
t h e d a y  b ef or e a n d  a  b la c k  m a n  
b ou g h t  h i m  a  s od a  b ec a u s e h e 

w a s  t h i r s t y .  H i s  r es pon s e t o t h a t  
per s on :  ‘ W i ll y ou  b e h er e t om or -
r ow ?’

W e s a w  w h i t e s u pr em a c i s t s  
r a lly  s u ppor t  a r ou n d  R i t t en -
h ou s e a f t er  h e k i lled  t w o people 
d u r i n g  t h e M i n n es ot a  pr ot es t  
a n d  w e s a w  t h e j u d g e m a n i pu -
la t e t h e j u r y  s o t h a t  h e w a s  a c -
q u i t t ed . 

N ow ,  w h a t  i s  t h e poi n t  of  a ll 
t h i s ? A  r em i n d er  s o t h a t  y ou  w i ll 
b eg i n  t o t h i n k  s er i ou s ly  a b ou t  
t h e r a c i a l v i olen c e,  h a t e c r i m es ,  
a n d  h ow  t h i s  a f f ec t s  ea c h  of  u s ,  
a s  w ell a s  ou r  opt i on s .

S ec on d ,  let  u s  r ea li z e t h a t  
t h er e i s  a  c on n ec t i on  b et w een  
w h et h er  or  n ot  w e v ot e a n d  t h e 
a t t en t i on ,  f u n d i n g  a n d  r es pec t  
w e r ec ei v e a s  m em b er s  of  t h e n a -
t i on a l c om m u n i t y .  W e c a n ’ t  s t op 
those who are elected to offi ce or 
h old  t h e pu b li c  t r u s t  w i t h  b a d g es  
a n d  u n i f or m s  f r om  b ei n g  r a c i s t ,  
b u t  w e c a n  s t op t h em  f r om  g a i n -
ing and holding offi ce and we 
can vote them out of offi ce. But 
w e h a v e t o c a r e en ou g h  t o f oc u s  
on  t h e lon g - t er m  ou t c om e w h i c h  
w i ll r em ov e s u c h  people i f  w e 
v ot e a n d  let  i t  b e k n ow n  t h a t  w e 
w i ll b e v ot er s  f r om  n ow  on .  

T h i r d ,  w e m u s t  c om e t o g r i ps  
w i t h  t h e f a c t  t h a t  w e a r e t a r g et s  

a t  a ll t i m es ,  w h et h er  s h oppi n g ,  
pr a y i n g ,  or  j u s t  g oi n g  a b ou t  ou r  
d a i ly  l i v es .  T h i s  d oes  n ot  m ea n  
w e li v e i n  f ea r ,  b u t  i n  a w a r en es s  
f or  ou r s elv es  a n d  t h os e a r ou n d  
u s .  W e m u s t  d i s c u s s ,  d ev elop 
a n d  t ea c h  “ a c t i v e s h oot er  pla n s , ”  
s t a r t  ob s er v i n g  t h os e w h o a r e 
ob s er v i n g  u s  a n d  c on s i d er  a r m -
i n g  ou r  h ou s eh old s ,  n ot  c a r r y -
i n g  w ea pon s  s o a s  t o f u el t h e 
v i olen c e a n d  ef f or t s  on  t h e pa r t  
of  s om e t o s t a r t  a  r a c e w a r .  W e 
m u s t  r et h i n k  h ow  a n d  w h er e w e 
s pen d  ou r  m on ey .  W e d on ’ t  h a v e 
t o a c c ept  “ r ed li n i n g ”  a n d  t a r g et -
ed  z i p c od es  w h en  w e c a n  q u es -
t i on  a n d  a v oi d  d oi n g  b u s i n es s  
w i t h  t h os e w h o u s e s u c h  t a c t i c s  
a g a i n s t  u s ,  ev en  i f  w e h a v e t o b e 
i n c on v en i en c ed  i n  ou r  s pen d i n g .

T h e poli t i c a l pr i m a r y  s ea s on  
i s  u pon  u s  a n d  t h os e w h o a r e 
a g a i n s t  u s  a r e s t a c k i n g  t h e b a l-
lot s  a n d  pr epa r i n g  f or  w h a t  t h ey  
h ope w i ll b e a  poli t i c a l f u t u r e 
t h a t  g i v es  t h em  m or e pow er .  

T h i s  w eek ’ s  k ey  pr i m a r y  i s  
i n  P en n s y lv a n i a  a n d  on  J u n e 7 ,  
2 0 2 2 ,  i t  w i ll b e C a l i f or n i a ’ s  t u r n .  
“ U s ”  c a n  m a k e a  d i f f er en c e n ow  
a n d  c h a n g e t h e n a t i on a l m ood  
w h i c h  i s  en c ou r a g i n g  r a c i a l v i o-
len c e a n d  h a t e c r i m es .  

W h er e a r e y ou  on  t h i s ?

W h en  i s  t h e la s t  
t i m e t h a t  y ou  r ea d  
a  n a t i on a l n ew s  
s t or y  i n  t h e s o-
c a lled  m a i n s t r ea m  
m ed i a  a b ou t  a  
s u c c es s f u l b la c k 

b u s i n es s  i n  A m er i c a  t h a t  h a s  
a c h i ev ed  u n pr ec ed en t ed  ex c el-
lence and profi t in today’s mar-
k et pla c e? I  k n ow  i t  h a s  b een  a  
lon g  t i m e.

O n  t h e ot h er  h a n d ,  w h en  w a s  
t h e la s t  t i m e t h a t  y ou  r ea d  or  
h ea r d  i n  t h e m ed i a  a b ou t  a lle-
gations of corruption, fi nancial 
f a i lu r e a n d  ex c es s i v e g r eed  b y  
t h e ow n er s  of  s om e b la c k  b u s i -
n es s es ?

I n  m y  opi n i on  i t ,  h a s  b een  a n  
a ll t oo f r eq u en t  a n d  r eoc c u r r i n g  
f a ls e n a r r a t i v e t h a t  c on t i n u es  t o 
b e c a s t  i n  t h e m ed i a  t o u n d er -
m i n e a n d  d ev a lu e b la c k  b u s i n es s  
lea d er s  a c r os s  t h e n a t i on .

L a t e la s t  y ea r ,  I  c a lled  a t t en -
t i on  t o a  b a r r a g e of  u n f a i r  a t -
t a c k s  b ei n g  lev eled  i n  t h e m ed i a  
a g a i n s t  C O R E  S er v i c es  G r ou p,  
Inc., a black-run nonprofi t that 
h a s  f or  y ea r s  pr ov i d ed  f ood ,  s h el-
t er  a n d  ot h er  s er v i c es  t o N ew  
Y or k  C i t y ’ s  g r ow i n g  h om eles s  
popu la t i on .  I  w a s  pa r t i c u la r ly  of -
f en d ed  t h a t  t h e a t t a c k s  a ppea r ed  
t o b e w a g ed  t h r ou g h  a n on y m ou s  
lea k s  b y  c i t y  b u r ea u c r a t s  i n  t h e 
pr ev i ou s  m a y or a l a d m i n i s t r a t i on  
w h o s eem ed  b en t  on  d es t r oy i n g  
the nonprofi t organization and its 
f ou n d er ,  J a c k  B r ow n ,  a  s u c c es s -
f u l b la c k  b u s i n es s m a n .

N ow ,  s ev en  m on t h s  la t er ,  t h e 
c a s e h a s  m ov ed  t o c ou r t ,  w h er e 
C25E has begun to fi ght back – 
and where city offi cials cannot 
h i d e b eh i n d  a  v ei l of  a n on y m i t y .  
In a series of legal fi lings, C25E 
h a s  pr es en t ed  ev i d en c e t h a t  a p-
pea r s  t o r eb u t  t h e a lleg a t i on s  b y  
N Y C ’ s  D epa r t m en t  of  H om eles s  
S er v i c es  ( D H S )  a g a i n s t  C O R E  
a n d  i t s  lea d er s ,  w h i le r a i s i n g  
q u es t i on s  a b ou t  t h e c i t y ’ s  m o-
t i v es  u n d er  t h e pr ev i ou s  m a y or ,  
B i ll d e B la s i o,  a c c or d i n g  t o pu b -
li s h ed  r epor t s .

C en t r a l t o t h e c i t y ’ s  c a s e,  f or  
ex a m ple,  a r e c la i m s  t h a t  C O R E  
offi cials concocted a scheme 
t o en r i c h  t h em s elv es  b y  h i r i n g  
several for-profi t companies that 
C O R E  i t s elf  ow n ed  t o pr ov i d e 
f ood ,  s ec u r i t y  a n d  m a i n t en a n c e 
a t  C O R E - r u n  s h elt er s .

A n  ou t s i d e ob s er v er  w i t h ou t  

the benefi t of all the facts might 
b e t em pt ed  t o c on c lu d e t h a t  
C O R E  w a s  en g a g ed  i n  s om e k i n d  
of  s elf - d ea li n g .  B u t  u pon  f u r t h er  
ex a m i n a t i on ,  t h i s  h a r d ly  s eem s  
t o b e t h e c a s e.  F a r  f r om  i t ,  i n  f a c t .

A s  C O R E  h a s  r epor t ed ly  n ot -
ed  i n  c ou r t  d oc u m en t s  a n d  els e-
where, the for-profi t companies – 
w h olly  ow n ed  s u b s i d i a r i es  of  t h e 
non-profi t – are part of a model 
of  i n t eg r a t ed  s er v i c es  t h a t  C O R E  
es t a b li s h ed  t o r u n  i t s  s h elt er s  ef -
fi ciently – and without the uncer-
t a i n t y  i t s  lea d er s  s a y  t h ey  r eg u -
la r ly  f a c ed  f r om  ou t s i d e v en d or s  
t h a t  a ll t oo of t en  pr ov i d ed  i n f e-
r i or  s er v i c es  or  t h r ea t en ed  t o c u t  
of f  s er v i c es  b ec a u s e t h e c i t y  w a s  
s low  t o r ei m b u r s e C O R E  f or  i t s  
ex pen s es .

M or e t h a n  t h a t ,  a c c or d i n g  t o 
documents fi led with the court, 
C O R E  t old  D H S  a b ou t  t h e f or -
mation of the for-profi t compa-
n i es  ev en  b ef or e t h e c om pa n i es  
b eg a n  pr ov i d i n g  s er v i c es  a t  
C O R E ’ s  D H S - f u n d ed  s h elt er s .  
I n  ot h er  w or d s ,  C O R E  oper a t ed  
the for-profi t companies for years 
w i t h  t h e c i t y ’ s  k n ow led g e a n d  
c on s en t .

B u t  n on e of  t h i s  ex pla i n s  w h y  
city offi cials have targeted C25E 
f or  t h i s  k i n d  of  a t t a c k ,  pa r t i c u la r -
ly  a f t er  y ea r s  of  c on s i s t en t ly  pr o-
v i d i n g  s u ppor t  t o t h e c i t y ’ s  n eed -
i es t  r es i d en t s ,  a  d i s pr opor t i on a t e 
n u m b er  of  w h om  a r e b la c k  a n d  
L a t i n o.  Y et  t o h ea r  C O R E  t ell i t ,  
city offi cials began raising ques-
t i on s  a b ou t  t h e or g a n i z a t i on  u n -
d er  t h e pr ev i ou s  m a y or ,  B i ll d e 
Blasio, only after C25E offi cials 
b eg a n  d em a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e c i t y  
pa y  a  b a c k log  of  u n pa i d  b i lls  t h a t  

t ot a led  $ 3 5  m i lli on .
“ T h e s eq u en c e of  ev en t s  s a y s  

i t  a ll:  d e B la s i o u s ed  C O R E  t o 
defl ect from his own failures ad-
d r es s i n g  h om eles s n es s  i n  N ew  
Y or k  C i t y , ”  W en d y  W ei n g a r t ,  
C O R E  v i c e pr es i d en t / g en er a l 
c ou n s el,  t old  t h e n ew s  ou t let  
I n s i d e S ou r c es .  “ T h e f a i lu r e t o 
pay nonprofi ts that continued to 
oper a t e d u r i n g  t h e w or s t  of  t h e 
pa n d em i c  i s  i n d ef en s i b le.  S i m ply  
pu t ,  t h e d e B la s i o a d m i n i s t r a t i on  
t ook  a d v a n t a g e of  C O R E  t h r ou g h  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d ela y s  a n d  d i d  n ot  
pa y  C O R E  f or  s ev er a l pr og r a m s  
i t  oper a t ed  a t  t h e b eh es t  of  t h e 
c i t y  f or  ov er  a  y ea r . ”

A s  a  r es u lt ,  m a n y  b la c k  lea d -
er s  a r e s pea k i n g  ou t  on  b eh a lf  of  
C O R E  a n d  u r g i n g  t h e c i t y ’ s  n ew  
m a y or ,  E r i c  A d a m s ,  t o c or r ec t  
t h i s  i n j u s t i c e.

I n  a  r ec en t  O p E d  i n  B l a c k 
E nt er pr ise,  t h e r en ow n ed  f r ee-
dom-fi ghting Attorney Benja-
m i n  C r u m p a r g u ed  t h a t  B r ow n  
a n d  h i s  or g a n i z a t i on  h a v e b een  
s i n g led  ou t  f or  a t t a c k  d es pi t e 
the essential role the nonprofi t 
h a s  pla y ed  i n  h elpi n g  leg i on s  of  
h om eles s  i n d i v i d u a ls  i n  a  c i t y  
w i t h  a  n ot or i ou s ly  ov er b u r d en ed  
s oc i a l s er v i c e s y s t em .

“ J a c k  B r ow n ’ s  pli g h t  i s  y et  a n -
ot h er  s a d  ex a m ple of  t h e i m ped i -
m en t s  b la c k  A m er i c a n s  s t i ll f a c e 
w h en  w e s t r i v e f or  ex c ellen c e, ”  
h e s a i d .  “ M r .  B r ow n  i s  b ei n g  
pi llor i ed  f or  h i s  c om m i t m en t  
t o c a r i n g  f or  t h e h om eles s  N ew  
Y or k er s ,  a  g r ou p w h i c h  u n f or t u -
n a t ely  i n c lu d es  a  d i s pr opor t i on -
a t e n u m b er  of  b la c k  a n d  b r ow n  
people.  C O R E  c a m e ev er y  t i m e 
D H S  c a lled .  B u t  s a d ly ,  a s  C on -

g r es s w om a n  C h i s h olm  on c e 
s a i d ,  ‘ R a c i s m  i s  s o u n i v er s a l i n  
t h i s  c ou n t r y ,  s o w i d es pr ea d ,  a n d  
d eep- s ea t ed ,  t h a t  i t  i s  i n v i s i b le 
b ec a u s e i t  i s  s o n or m a l. ”

N ow  t h a t  t h er e i s  a  n ew  a d -
m i n i s t r a t i on  i n  N ew  Y or k  C i t y ,  
I  b eli ev e t h a t  t h e H on or a b le 
M a y or  E r i c  A d a m s  w i ll h a v e t h e 
oppor t u n i t y  t o r ec t i f y  t h e s i t u a -
t i on  w i t h  J a c k  B r ow n  a n d  C O R E .  
T h e c i t y ’ s  h om eles s  d es er v e t o 
r ec ei v e t h e b es t  c a r e pos s i b le a s  
t h e c i t y  r eb ou n d s  f r om  t h e n eg a -
t i v e i m pa c t  of  t h e C O V I D - 1 9  
pa n d em i c .  M a y or  A d a m s  h a s  a l-
r ea d y  ex pr es s ed  a  pr i or i t y  i n  en -
s u r i n g  t h e f u t u r e s u s t a i n a b i li t y  
of  loc a l a n d  c i t y w i d e b u s i n es s es  
t h a t  a r e ow n ed  b y  A f r i c a n  A m er -
i c a n s  a n d  ot h er  people of  c olor .

Y et ,  w h a t  J a c k  B r ow n ,  a s  a  
b la c k  b u s i n es s  lea d er ,  w a s  f a c -
i n g  a n d  c on t i n u es  t o f a c e i n  N ew  
Y or k  C i t y  i s  n ot  i s ola t ed  t o t h a t  
on e c i t y .  T h e c h a llen g es  t h a t  
b la c k  b u s i n es s es  a r e f a c i n g  i s  a  
n a t i on a l c on c er n  f r om  t h e ea s t  
c oa s t  t o t h e w es t  c oa s t ,  a n d  f r om  
t h e n or t h  t o t h e s ou t h .

T h er e a ppea r s  t o b e a  s y s t em -
a t i c  a t t em pt  t h r ou g h ou t  t h e c ou n -
t r y  t o u n d er v a lu e t h e s t r a t eg i c  
i m por t a n c e of  s u ppor t i n g  b la c k  
b u s i n es s es .  T h i s  i s  a ppa r en t  a t  
t h e m u n i c i pa l,  c ou n t y ,  s t a t e a n d  
r eg i on a l lev els  i n  n ea r ly  ev er y  
s t a t e.  T h e ev en t u a l f a t e of  b u s i -
n es s m en  li k e J a c k  B r ow n  I I I  w i ll 
b e t h e f u t u r e f a t e of  ou r  a d v a n c e 
a n d  pr og r es s  i n  A m er i c a .

T h e v i t a l k ey  t o a d v a n c i n g  
t h e ec on om i c  s t a t u s  of  A f r i c a n -
A m er i c a n  c om m u n i t i es  a n d  
f a m i li es  i s  t h e s u ppor t  a n d  t h e 
pr om ot i on  of  t h e s u c c es s  of  
b la c k - f ou n d ed ,  m a n a g ed  a n d 
ow n ed  b u s i n es s es .

W e w i ll n ot  s t a n d  s i len t  a b ou t  
t h i s  m a t t er .  O u r  b u s i n es s es  d e-
s er v ed  t o b e r es pec t ed ,  en g a g ed  
a n d  em pow er ed .  N o on e s h ou ld  
a t t em pt  t o d ev a lu e w h a t  i s  i n v a lu -
a b le t o t h e f u t u r e of  ou r  c om m u -
n i t i es .  I t  i s  t i m e t o v ot e.  I t  i s  t i m e 
t o s pea k  ou t .  I t  i s  t i m e t o s u ppor t  
ou r  b la c k  b u s i n es s m en  a n d  w om -
en – especially those devoted to 
s er v i n g  t h e u n d er s er v ed .

D r .  B enj a m in F .  C ha v is J r .  is 
t he P r esid ent  a nd  C E O  o f  t he 
N a t io na l  N ew spa per  P u b l isher s 
A sso c ia t io n ( N N P A )  a nd  E x ec u -
t iv e P r o d u c er / H o st  o f  The C ha v s 
C hr o nic l es o n P B S  TV  st a t io ns 
w eekl y  t hr o u g ho u t  t he U nit ed  
S t a t es;  a nd  c a n b e r ea c hed  a t  
d r . b c ha v is@ nnpa . o r g
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Racial violence, hate crimes and “us”

Black businesses leaders 
undervalued in America

T h e U . S .  
S u p r e m e 
C ou r t  w a s n ’ t  
a lw a y s  a  
t h r ea t  t o 
c i v i l r i g h t s .

A l m o s t  
7 0  y ea r s  a g o t h i s  m on t h ,  
t h e c ou r t  i s s u ed  i t s  r u l-
i n g  i n  B r ow n  v .  B oa r d  of  
E d u c a t i on ,  on e of  t h e m os t  
i m por t a n t  i n  ou r  h i s t or y .  
I t  w a s  u n a n i m ou s .  A n d  i t  
w a s  a  g lor i ou s  m om en t .  
2ur highest court affi rmed 
t h e c on s t i t u t i on a l pr om i s e 
of  eq u a li t y .

I n  B r ow n ,  t h e c ou r t  r e-
j ec t ed  t h e “ s epa r a t e b u t  
eq u a l”  d oc t r i n e t h a t  s om e 
s t a t es  u s ed  t o j u s t i f y  leg a l-
ly  en f or c ed  r a c i a l s eg r eg a -
t i on  i n  pu b li c  s c h ools .  

B u t  d ef en d er s  of  J i m  
C r ow ’ s  s epa r a t e s c h ools  
f or  b la c k  a n d  w h i t e c h i l-
d r en  r a lli ed  t o d ef en d  t h e 
r a c i s t  s y s t em .  O ppos i t i on  
w a s  pa r t i c u la r ly  s t r on g  i n  
V i r g i n i a .  O n e of  t h e c a s es  
t h e c ou r t  c om b i n ed  a s  i t  
h ea r d  B r ow n  v .  B oa r d  of  
E d u c a t i on  h a d  c om e ou t  
of  V i r g i n i a .  A f t er  t h ey  
lost in court, state offi cials 
or g a n i z ed  a  c a m pa i g n  of  
“ m a s s i v e r es i s t a n c e”  t o t h e 
r u li n g .

T h e s t a t e leg i s la t u r e 
ev en  r ej ec t ed  a  loc a l c on -
t r ol opt i on  t h a t  w ou ld  a l-
low  s c h ool d i s t r i c t s  t o d e-
c i d e t h a t  b la c k  a n d  w h i t e 
s t u d en t s  c ou ld  a t t en d  
s c h ools  t og et h er .

B u t  u n d er  t h e s t a t e’ s  
m a s s i v e r es i s t a n c e pla n ,  
pu b li c  s c h ools  w er e c los ed  
t o a v oi d  c om ply i n g  w i t h  
c ou r t  or d er s  t o d es eg r e-
gate. Some county offi -
c i a ls  j u s t  s h u t  d ow n  t h ei r  
pu b li c  s c h ools  c om plet ely .  
T h e s t a t e ev en  f u n d ed  t h e 
es t a b l i s h m en t  of  pr i v a t e 
s c h ools  t h a t  w er e on ly  open  
t o W h i t e s t u d en t s .  I t  t ook  
y ea r s ,  a n d  m or e S u pr em e 
C ou r t  r u l i n g s  i n  1 9 6 4  a n d  
1 9 6 8 ,  f or  d es eg r eg a t i on  t o 
t a k e h old  a c r os s  t h e s t a t e.

B u t  r es i s t a n c e d i d  n ot  
en d  t h er e.

W h en  t h e f ed er a l g ov -
er n m en t  m ov ed  t o d en y  
c h a r i t a b le t a x  s t a t u s  t o 
pr i v a t e “ s eg r eg a t i on  a c a d -
em i es , ”  m a n y  s ou t h er n  
w h i t e ev a n g eli c a l lea d er s  
w er e ou t r a g ed  a n d  b eg a n  
m ob i li z i n g  t o b u i ld  po-
li t i c a l pow er .  A n d  b u i ld  i t  
t h ey  h a v e.

A f t er  y ea r s  of  li t i g a -
t i on ,  t h e U . S .  S u pr em e 
C ou r t  r u led  i n  1 9 8 2  t h a t  
t h e f ed er a l g ov er n m en t  
h a d  t h e a u t h or i t y  t o r ev ok e 
t h e c h a r i t a b le t a x  s t a t u s  
of  f u n d a m en t a l i s t  B ob  
J on es  U n i v er s i t y  ov er  t h e 
s c h ool’ s  r a c i a lly  d i s c r i m i -
n a t or y  poli c i es .  T h a t  w a s  
a n  8 - 1  r u l i n g .

T h e on e d i s s en t er  f r om  
t h e B ob  J on es  r u l i n g  w a s  
J u s t i c e W i lli a m  R eh n q u i s t .  
I n  1 9 8 6 ,  P r es i d en t  R on -
a ld  R ea g a n  n om i n a t ed  
h i m  t o b ec om e C h i ef  J u s -
t i c e.  F r om  t h a t  pos i t i on ,  
R eh n q u i s t  h elped  lea d  t h e 
c ou r t  i n  a  h a r m f u l s h i f t  t o-
w a r d  t h e F a r  R i g h t .  

T od a y ,  t h e lon g - t er m  
leg a l a n d  poli t i c a l m ov e-
m en t  of  t h e F a r  R i g h t  h a s  
d eli v er ed  u s  a  S u pr em e 
C ou r t  m a j or i t y  i n d i f f er -
en t ,  i f  n ot  h os t i le,  t o v ot i n g  
r i g h t s .  W e h a v e a  S u pr em e 

C ou r t  m a j or i t y  s h a ped  
b y  a  m ov em en t  t h a t  look s  
lon g i n g ly  b a c k  t o t h e d a y s  
w h en  “ s t a t es ’  r i g h t s ”  t o 
d i s c r i m i n a t e t r u m ped  t h e 
f ed er a l g ov er n m en t ’ s  a b i l-
i t y  t o pr ot ec t  c i v i l r i g h t s  
a n d  a d d r es s  i s s u es  li k e 
ed u c a t i on  a n d  pov er t y .  

T od a y ’ s  S u pr em e C ou r t  
m a j or i t y  i s  on  t h e v er g e 
of  ov er t u r n i n g  t h e n ea r ly  
5 0 - y ea r - old  r u l i n g  i n  R oe 
v .  W a d e.  T h a t  w i ll let  
s t a t es  m a k e c r i m i n a ls  ou t  
of  people s eek i n g  a b or -
t i on s  a n d  t h e c a r eg i v er s  
w h o s er v e t h em .  W e a ll 
k n ow  w h o w i ll s u f f er  t h e 
m os t :  v u l n er a b le people 
of  c olor ,  L G B T Q  people,  
t h os e w i t h ou t  t h e t i m e 
and money to fi nd care far 
f r om  t h ei r  h om es .

R oe i s  n ot  t h e on ly  pr ec -
ed en t  t h e f a r  r i g h t - w i n g  
leg a l m ov em en t  i s  pla n -
n i n g  t o r ev er s e.  A n d  t h e 
S u pr em e C ou r t  i s  n ot  t h e 
on ly  pla c e w e a r e h ea r i n g  
ec h oes  of  m a s s i v e r es i s -
t a n c e.

P oli t i c i a n s  l i k e G len n  
Y ou n g k i n ,  V i r g i n i a ’ s  n ew  
g ov er n or ,  a r e b u i ld i n g  
pow er  b y  g en er a t i n g  d i s -
t r u s t  a n d  h os t i li t y  t ow a r d  
pu b li c  s c h ools  ov er  t ea c h -
i n g  a b ou t  r a c i s m .  O n  t h e 
c a m pa i g n  t r a i l la s t  y ea r ,  
Y ou n g k i n  em b r a c ed  a  d i s -
h on es t  f a r - r i g h t  s c a r e c a m -
pa i g n  a g a i n s t  “ c r i t i c a l r a c e 
t h eor y . ”  W h en  h e t ook  of -
fi ce, his fi rst executive or-
d er  w a s  t o b a n  “ i n h er en t ly  
d i v i s i v e c on c ept s ”  f r om  
public schools – shorthand 
f or  t r u t h  t elli n g  a b ou t  ou r  
h i s t or y  a n d  ou r  pr es en t .

A c r os s  t h e c ou n t r y ,  f a r  
r i g h t - w i n g  poli t i c a l g r ou ps  
a r e w or k i n g  ov er t i m e t o 
m ob i li z e f ea r  a n d  r es en t -
m en t  a s  poli t i c a l w ea pon s .  
T h ey  a r e r u n n i n g  c a n d i -
d a t es  t o t a k e ov er  loc a l 
s c h ool b oa r d s .  T h ey  a r e 
pa s s i n g  la w s  t o w h i t ew a s h  
ou r  pa s t ,  r es t r i c t  t ea c h -
i n g ,  a n d  s h u t  d ow n  ef f or t s  
t o m a k e ou r  s c h ools  s a f e 
a n d  w elc om i n g  pla c es  f or  
a ll s t u d en t s .  T h ey  w a n t  
t o d i v er t  pu b li c  ed u c a t i on  
f u n d s  i n t o pr i v a t e r eli -
g i ou s  s c h ools  a n d  c on s er -
v a t i v e h om es c h ooler s .

W e c a n n ot  a llow  t h em  t o 
w i n .

B r ow n  v .  B oa r d  of  E d u -
c a t i on  i s  a n  i m por t a n t  
pa r t  of  ou r  h i s t or y .  S o i s  
t h e s h a m ef u l c a m pa i g n  
of  m a s s i v e r es i s t a n c e t o 
eq u a li t y .  S o i s  t h e per s i s -
t en c e of  t h e b r a v e s t u d en t s ,  
pa r en t s  a n d  a d v oc a t es  w h o 
kept up the fi ght for fair-
n es s  a n d  ed u c a t i on a l op-
por t u n i t y  i n  t h e 1 9 5 0 s  a n d  
1��0s – and are still doing 
s o t od a y .

O u r  s t u d en t s  d es er v e t o 
lea r n  t h e t r u t h  a b ou t  ou r  
history – and our present-
d a y  i n eq u i t i es .  A n d  a ll of  
u s  d es er v e poli t i c a l lea d er s  
a n d  c ou r t s  t h a t  w i ll u ph old  
ou r  r i g h t s .  W h et h er  w e g et  
t h em  i s  u p t o u s .  

B en J ea l o u s ser v es a s 
pr esid ent  o f  P eo pl e F o r  t he 
A m er ic a n W a y  a nd  P r o f es-
so r  o f  t he P r a c t ic e a t  t he 
U niv er sit y  o f  P ennsy l v a -
nia .  A  N ew  Y o r k Tim es 
b est - sel l ing  a u t ho r ,  his 
nex t  b o o k “ N ev er  F o r g et  
O u r  P eo pl e W er e A l w a y s 
F r ee”  w il l  b e pu b l ished  b y  
H a r per  C o l l ins in D ec em -
b er  2 0 2 2 .

Brown v Board of 
Education: When 

the Supreme 
Court rejected a 

racist system

The challenges that black businesses are facing is a national concern 
from the east coast to the west coast, and from the north to the south. 
PHOTO: ISTOCKPHOTO / NNPA

 By Dr. John Warren
San D ieg o V oice and  
V iew point/ N N P A  Mem b er

 By Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. 
P r esid ent and  C E O  of  the N N P A

 By Ben Jealous
P eople F or  the A m er ican W ay
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LEG AL

NO TIC E O F  APPLIC ATIO N F O R  A U SE PER MIT 

Z O NING  C ASE NO . 4 17 3

B y vi rtue of and pursu ant to th e auth ority and direct ion of th at O rdinance  
b y th e City Counc il  of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi,  appearing in M inute B ook 3 G  
at page 115  th ereof,  notice  is h ereb y give n to al l  perso ns interest ed in or in 
any way affected thereby, that Terence Lott has filed with the Planning Board 
for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit within a C-2 
(Limited) Commercial District to allow for a community recreational center 
on property located at 1189 East County Line Rd. (Parcel: 738-8-3). in the 
First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly 
described as:

T R A CT  1
A certain parcel of land being situation in Lots 1 and 8, Block 49, Highland 
Colony (Virden-Hatch Place), a Subdivision according to the map or plat 
thereof, on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds 
County at Jackson, Mississippi, as now recorded in Plat Book A at Page 283, 
and being more particularly described as follows:

Commence at the Northwest Corner of Wildwood North, Part Il, a subdivision 
according to the map or plat thereof, on file and of record in the offices of the 
Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, as now recorded in 
Plat Book 23 at Page 19; run thence North 89 degrees 56 minutes 55 sec-
onds West along the South right-of-way line of County Line Road (as now laid 
out and improved) for a distance of 40.10 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING 
of the parcel of land herein described; said point being the Point of Intersec-
tion of the West line of a 40 foot right-of-way (undeveloped street) with said 
South right-of-way line of County Line Road; from said POINT OF BEGIN-
NING, run thence South 04 degrees 24 minutes 10 seconds West along said 
West line of a 40 foot right-of-way, said West line further being 40 feet West 
of and parallel to the West line of the aforesaid Wildwood North, Part I F, for 
a distance 766.66 feet to a point; run thence North 86 degrees 04 minutes 
09 seconds West for a distance of 578.27 feet to a point on the East top of 
bank of Purple Creek; run thence North 01 degrees 54 minutes 05 seconds 
East along said East top of bank of Purple Creek for a distance of 71.00 feet 
to a point; run thence South 89 degrees 59 minutes 55 seconds East for a 
distance of 221.00 feet to a point; run thence North 04 degrees 00 minutes 
33 seconds East for a distance of 242.48 feet to a point; run thence South 85 
degrees 59 minutes 27 seconds East for a distance of 69.97 feet to a point; 
run thence North 04 degrees 01 minutes 05 seconds East for distance of 
418.13 feet to a point on the aforesaid South right-of-way line of County Line 
Road; run thence South 89 degrees 56 minutes 55 seconds East along said 
South right-of-way line of County Line Road for a distance of 296.36 feet to 
the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 261,912.573 square feet or 6.013 
acres, more or less.

TRACT II
Together with those certain easement(s) appurtenant which constitute and 
interest in real described in Reciprocal Easement And Operation Agreement 
of record in Book 3714, Page 384, as amended by Amendment of Reciprocal 
Easement And Operation Agreement of record in Book 5879, Page 958, as 
amended by Waiver For Reciprocal Easement and Operation Agreement of 
record in Book 5879, Page 972, as amended by Second Amendment to Re-
ciprocal Easement and Operation Agreement of record in Book 6141, Page 
001.

TRACT III
Together with those certain easement(s) appurtenant which constitute and 
interest in real property described in Declaration of Cross Access Easements 
and Covenants of record in Book 5879, Page 989, as amended by Amend-
ment to Declaration Of Cross Access Easements And Covenants of record in 
Book 6141, Page 009.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, May 
25, 2022, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be 
h eard b oth  pro and co n on sa id q uest ion,  after w h ich  a reco rd w il l  b e est ab -
lished upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation 
to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any 
person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed 
with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or 
consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is 
made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will 
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for 
the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, 
SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE 
APPLICANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELE-
CONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEAR-
ING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEM-
BERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO 
BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER 
PRIOR TO MAY 18, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 28th day of April 2022.

/ s/ E st er L .  A insw orth
Zoning Administrator
City of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi

5/5/2022, 5/19/2022

LEG AL

NO TIC E O F  APPLIC ATIO N F O R  A U SE PER MIT 

Z O NING  C ASE NO . 4 17 4

B y  v irtue of and purs uant to th e auth ority  and direc tion of th at O rdinanc e b y  th e 
City  Counc il  of J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi,  appearing in M inute B ook  3 G  at page 115  
th ereof,  notic e is  h ereb y  giv en to al l  pers ons  interes ted in or in any  w ay  affec ted 
thereby, that Light of the World Baptist Church has filed with the Planning Board 
for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit within a R-1 (Sin-
gle-Family) Residential District to allow for a commercial daycare  as an acces-
sory use for a church on property located at 5020 South Dr. (Parcel: 821-815). in 
the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly 
described as:

Begin at the NE corner of the SW ¼ of the NE ¼ of Section 35, Township 6 North, 
Range 1 West, and run thence West along the North line of said SW ¼ of NE ¼ 
and North line of SE ¼ of NW ¼ for a distance of 1437 feet to a point, run thence 
South 1205 feet to a point on the West line of Westhaven Boulevard. Run thence 
west 303.5 to a point. Turn thence left through an angle of 90’08 run thence 
southerly for a distance of 294.6 feet to a point turn thence to the left through an 
angle of 89’ 46’ and run thence 49 feet to a point, said point being the point of be-
ginning of the property herein described; thence continue Easterly along the last 
mentioned course 98 feet to a point. Turn thence to the right through an angle of 
87’49’ run thence 254.05 feet to the North line of South Drive. Run thence South 
80’30 West along the North line of said South Drive for a distance of 129.6 feet. 
Run thence northerly for a distance or 281.6 feet to the point of beginning. Being 
parcels 7 and 8 of Mrs. H. W. Alford’s survey, said property being situated in the 
NE ¼ of the SW ¼ of Section 35, /township 6 North, Range 1 West.  

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, May 25, 2022, 
at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro 
and c on on s aid q ues tion,  after w h ic h  a rec ord w il l  b e es tab l is h ed upon w h ic h  th e 
City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jack-
son. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within 
the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator 
before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by 
counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 
72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFE-
TY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLI-
CANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECON-
FERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF 
MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING 
EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER PRIOR TO MAY 18, 
2022.

WITNESS my signature this 28th day of April 2022.

/ s / E s ter L .  A ins w orth
Zoning Administrator
City  of J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi

5/5/2022, 5/19/2022

LEG AL

NO TIC E O F  APPLIC ATIO N F O R  A R EZ O NING  

Z O NING  C ASE NO . 4 17 5

B y vi rtue of and pursu ant to th e auth ority and direct ion of th at O rdinance  b y 
th e City Counci l  of Ja ckso n,  M issi s si ppi,  appearing in M inute B ook 3 G  at 
page 115  th ereof,  notice  is h ereb y give n to al l  perso ns interest ed in or in any 
way affected thereby, that Yolanda M. Bell has filed with the Planning Board 
for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from R-2 (Sin-
gle-Family & Two-Family) Residential District to C-2 (Limited) Commercial to 
allow for a commercial day care center on property located at 2425 Martin 
Luther King Dr. (Parcels 108-2-60 & 108-2-61). in the First Judicial District of 
Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

Lot 8, Block C, Meadow Heights Subdivision, a subdivision according to a 
map or plat thereof which is on file and of record in the office of the Chancery 
Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 5 at Pate 34, ref-
erence to which is made in aid and as a part of this description.  

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, May 
25, 2022, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be 
h eard b oth  pro and co n on sa id q uest ion,  after w h ich  a reco rd w il l  b e est ab -
lished upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation 
to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any 
person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed 
with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or 
consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is 
made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will 
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for 
the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, 
SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE 
APPLICANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELE-
CONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEAR-
ING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEM-
BERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO 
BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER 
PRIOR TO MAY 18, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 28th day of April 2022.

/ s/ E st er L .  A insw orth
Zoning Administrator
City of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi

5/5/2022, 5/19/2022

LEG AL

IN THE C HANC ER Y C O U R T O F  HIND S C O U NTY MISSISSIPPI
F IR ST JU D IC IAL D ISTR IC T

IN RE THE DISSOLUTION OF THE
TESTAMENTARY TRUST CREATED
BY THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT
OF VIOLA E. LAKE, DECEASED  

   CAUSE#______________

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

TO ANY AND ALL PERSONS HAVING AN INTEREST
IN “THAT BLOCK OF LAND DESCRIBED AS BOUNDED 
BY CAPITOL STREET, ROSE STREET, GRAND AVENUE 
AND ARMANDALE STREET CONTAINING 5 ACRES MORE OR LESS
AND being described in an instrument of conveyance from Robert Lake, Ex-
ecu tor of
th e E st ate of V iol a L ake   to th e City of Ja ckso n reco rded in 
Book 800 at Pages 555-558 of the Hinds County Chancery Court land records

The City of Jackson has filed a Petition to Dissolve the Testamentary Trust 
and for O th er
Relief in the Hinds County Chancery Court, which seeks to dissolve the tes-
tamentary trust
created by the Last Will and Testament of Viola Lake.  The Petition also re-
q uest s th at th e Court decl are th e rest raint on al ienation of th e property vo id 
and authorize the sell and disposal of
th e property .

You may object to the petition  or assert any claim or interest within thirty 
(30) days of the first publication of this Summons by Publication.  If an objec-
tion is filed or a claim or interest asserted, it should be filed with the clerk of 
the Hinds County Chancery Court, and a copy of same should be mailed to 
counsel representing the City of Jackson at Post Office Box 2779, Jackson 
MS 39207-2779. 

Issued under my hand and the seal of this Court on this the 11th day of March 
2022.

E ddie Je an Carr,  Ch ance ry Cl erk

By __________________________________,DC

5/19/2022

5/12/2022, 5/19/2022
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LEG AL

Adv er tisement f or  R F P 
R F P 2022- 12 D ata D ashb oar d

E l ect ronic R F P  proposa l s for th e ab ove  R F P  w il l  b e rece ive d b y th e B oard 
of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 
S outh  P resi dent S treet,  Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi,  until  10 : 0 0  A . M .  ( L oca l  P reva il -
ing Time), May 27, 2022 at which time and place they will be publicly opened 
and read al oud.  T h e B oard of T rust ees rese rve s th e righ t to rej ect  any and 
al l  R F P s,  to w aive  informal ities,  and to w ith h ol d th e acce ptance  of any R F P  if 
approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date RFPs are opened.

There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Down-
l oad from Central  B idding w eb si te at w w w . ce ntral b idding. co m for a sm al l  fee 
of �49.99 or visit JPSD website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us and download. 
V endors must  b e regist ered w ith  Central  B idding in order to el ect ronica l l y 
upl oad R F P s proposa l s at no co st .  F or any q uest ions co nce rning th e proce ss,  
or how to register, please contact Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.

U ntil  furth er notice ,  al l  h and del ive ry proposa l s del ive red b etw een 9 : 0 0  a. m.  
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, 
must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, 
MS 39201. to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 
39201.

5/12/2022, 5/19/2022

LEG AL

Adv er tisement f or  R F P
R F P 2022- 13 C ov id Tr acking  and Tr acing  Sof twar e Pr og r am

E l ec tronic  R F P  propos al s  for th e ab ov e R F P  w il l  b e rec eiv ed b y  th e B oard of 
Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South 
P res ident S treet,  J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi,  until  10 : 0 0  A . M .  ( L oc al  P rev ail ing T ime) ,  
June 01, 2022 at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read 
al oud.  T h e B oard of T rus tees  res erv es  th e righ t to rej ec t any  and al l  R F P s ,  to 
w aiv e informal ities ,  and to w ith h ol d th e ac c eptanc e of any  R F P  if approv ed for 
forty-fi ve calendar days from the date RFPs are opened.

There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Down-
l oad from Central  B idding w eb s ite at w w w . c entral b idding. c om for a s mal l  fee of 
�49.99 or visit JPSD website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us and download. Ven-
dors  mus t b e regis tered w ith  Central  B idding in order to el ec tronic al l y  upl oad 
R F P s  propos al s  at no c os t.  F or any  q ues tions  c onc erning th e proc es s ,  or h ow  
to register, please contact Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.

U ntil  furth er notic e,  al l  h and del iv ery  propos al s  del iv ered b etw een 9 : 0 0  a. m.  until  
9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be 
delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

5/12/2022, 5/19/2022

LEG AL

Adv er tisement f or  R F P
R F P 2022-14  C or e Math C u r r icu lu m Su ppor t

E l ec tronic  R F P  propos al s  for th e ab ov e R F P  w il l  b e rec eiv ed b y  th e B oard of 
Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South 
P res ident S treet,  J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi,  until  10 : 0 0  A . M .  ( L oc al  P rev ail ing T ime) ,  
June 06, 2022 at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read 
al oud.  T h e B oard of T rus tees  res erv es  th e righ t to rej ec t any  and al l  R F P s ,  to 
w aiv e informal ities ,  and to w ith h ol d th e ac c eptanc e of any  R F P  if approv ed for 
forty-fi ve calendar days from the date RFPs are opened.

There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Down-
l oad from Central  B idding w eb s ite at w w w . c entral b idding. c om for a s mal l  fee of 
�49.99 or visit JPSD website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us and download. Ven-
dors  mus t b e regis tered w ith  Central  B idding in order to el ec tronic al l y  upl oad 
R F P s  propos al s  at no c os t.  F or any  q ues tions  c onc erning th e proc es s ,  or h ow  
to register, please contact Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.

U ntil  furth er notic e,  al l  h and del iv ery  propos al s  del iv ered b etw een 9 : 0 0  a. m.  until  
9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be 
delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

5/19/2022, 5/26/2022

LEG AL

Adv er tisement f or  R F P
R F P 2022-15 Pool of  Par tner s to Pr ov ide C ontent-ar ea Su ppor t-Job  
Emb edded Pr of essional D ev elopment ( Pr ocess Standar d 20)  and 

Administr ativ e and Instr u ctional C oaching  Su ppor t

E l ec tronic  R F P  propos al s  for th e ab ov e R F P  w il l  b e rec eiv ed b y  th e B oard of 
Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South 
P res ident S treet,  J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi,  until  10 : 0 0  A . M .  ( L oc al  P rev ail ing T ime) ,  
June 08, 2022 at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read 
al oud.  T h e B oard of T rus tees  res erv es  th e righ t to rej ec t any  and al l  R F P s ,  to 
w aiv e informal ities ,  and to w ith h ol d th e ac c eptanc e of any  R F P  if approv ed for 
forty-fi ve calendar days from the date RFPs are opened.

There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Down-
l oad from Central  B idding w eb s ite at w w w . c entral b idding. c om for a s mal l  fee of 
�49.99 or visit JPSD website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us and

dow nl oad.  V endors  mus t b e regis tered w ith  Central  B idding in order to el ec -
tronic al l y  upl oad R F P s  propos al s  at no c os t.  F or any  q ues tions  c onc erning th e 
process, or how to register, please contact Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.

U ntil  furth er notic e,  al l  h and del iv ery  propos al s  del iv ered b etw een 9 : 0 0  a. m.  until  
9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be 
delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

5/19/2022, 5/26/2022

LEG AL

Electr onic B idding  
Adv er tisement f or  B id

B id 3208  Sof tb all and B aseb all F acility  at Hu g hes F ield

E l ec tronic  and s eal ed b id propos al s  for th e ab ov e b id w il l  b e rec eiv ed b y  th e 
B oard of T rus tees  of th e J ac k s on P ub l ic  S c h ool  D is tric t,  in th e B us ines s  O f-
fi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) June 16, 2022 at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read al oud.  A  P re- B id Conferenc es  c onc erning th is  proj ec t w il l  b e 
held at 545 Ellis Avenue, Jackson, MS 39209 on May 27, 2022 at 10:00 A.M. At-
tendanc e at th e pre- b id c onferenc es  is  non- mandatory  b ut s trongl y  enc ouraged.  
T h e B oard of T rus tees  res erv es  th e righ t to rej ec t any  and al l  b ids ,  to w aiv e 
informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-fi ve 
c al endar day s  from th e date b ids  are opened.

P l an h ol ders  are req uired to regis ter and order b id doc uments  at w w w . j ps dm-
sprojects.com. A �200.00 non-refundable deposit shall be required on each set 
of b id doc uments  and mus t b e purc h as ed th rough  th e w eb s ite.  A l l  pl an h ol ders  
are req uired to h av e a v al id email  addres s  for regis tration.  Q ues tions  regarding 
website registration and online orders please contact Plan House Printing, 607 
W. Main Street, Tupelo, MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid 
documents please contact Preston McKay at M3A Architects, Phone: 601-981-
1227, or Email: pmckay@m3aarch.com.

U ntil  furth er notic e,  al l  h and del iv ery  propos al s  del iv ered b etw een 9 : 0 0  a. m.  until  
9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be 
delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201.
U ntil  furth er notic e,  al l  h and del iv ery  propos al s  del iv ered b etw een 9 : 0 0  a. m.  until  
9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be 
delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

5/19/2022, 5/26/2022

LEG AL

AD V ER TISEMENT F O R  B ID S 

B Y THE

JAC KSO N MU NIC IPAL AIR PO R T AU THO R ITY

IN C O NNEC TIO N W ITH THE
R ELO C ATIO N O F  PASSENG ER  B O AR D ING  B R ID G E F R O M 

NEW  O R LEANS ( MSY)  TO  JAC KSO N-MED G AR  W ILEY EV ER S 
INTER NATIO NAL AIR PO R T ( JAN)

JAC KSO N-MED G AR  W ILEY EV ER S INTER NATIO NAL AIR PO R T ( JAN)
  

AT THE

JAC KSO N-MED G AR  W ILEY EV ER S INTER NATIO NAL AIR PO R T

JMAA PR O JEC T NO . 011-22

T h e J ac k s on M unic ipal  A irport A uth ority  ( “ J M A A ” )  is  s eek ing el ec tronic  b ids  
for s erv ic es  in c onnec tion w ith  th e J ac k s on- M edgar W il ey  E v ers  I nternational  
A irport ( J A N )  to R el oc ate P as s enger B oarding B ridge from L ouis  A rms trong 
N ew  O rl eans  I nternational  A irport ( M S Y )  to J ac k s on- M edgar W il ey  E v ers  I nter-
national  A irport ( J A N )  at th e J ac k s on- M edgar W il ey  E v ers  I nternational  A irport 
( th e “ W ork ” ) .

S eal ed b ids  to perform th e W ork  w il l  b e ac c epted b y  J M A A  until  4 : 0 0  p. m.  Cen-
tral Standard Time (CST) on Friday, June 10, 2022, the “Bid Deadline´).  Bids 
s h al l  b e ac c epted b y  email ,  mail ,  or h and del iv ery  as  fol l ow s :   

        Email:  bids@jmaa.com 
By mail or hand delivery:   JMAA’s administrative offi ce, Suite 300
        M ain T erminal  B uil ding 
        J ac k s on- M edgar W il ey  E v ers  I nternational  A irport 
        100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208

JMAA will publicly open and read all bids on Friday, June 10, 20222 at 4:05 
p. m.  ( CS T )  ( th e “ B id O pening” ) ,  in th e S taff Conferenc e R oom,  T h ird F l oor of 
th e M ain T erminal  B uil ding at J A N .  J M A A  inv ites  B idders  and th eir auth oriz ed 
repres entativ es  to b e pres ent at th e B id O pening.

Q ues tions  and c ommunic ations  regarding th e b idding proc edure and s c h edul e 
on th is  proj ec t s h oul d b e direc ted to:   M arv in B uc k h al ter,  D irec tor of P roc ure-
ment, mbuckhalter@jmaa.com, and 601-664-3516.

The following identifi cation information must be provided with the submission: 
(i) bidder’s company name; (ii) Mississippi Certifi cate of Responsibility Number; 
and ( iii)  th e w ording:  J ac k s on- M edgar W il ey  E v ers  I nternational  A irport ( J A N )  
R el oc ation of P B B  from M S Y  to J A N  at J ac k s on- M edgar W il ey  E v ers  I nterna-
tional Airport, Project No.011-22.´  If the submission is submitted via email, then 
the identifi cation information must be provided in the email subject line.  If the 
submission is submitted by hand delivery or mail, then the identifi cation informa-
tion mus t b e mark ed on th e outs ide or ex terior of th e b id env el ope or c ontainer.

J M A A  w il l  not c ons ider any  s ub mis s ions ,  inc l uding b id propos al s ,  amendments  
to b ids ,  or req ues ts  for w ith draw al  of b ids  rec eiv ed,  after th e B id D eadl ine for 
any  reas on w h ats oev er.  

J M A A  w il l  aw ard th e W ork  to th e l ow es t and b es t b id as  determined b y  J M A A  
in ac c ordanc e w ith  th e c riteria s et forth  in th e I nformation for B idders .   P l ans  
and specifi cations related to the Work are considered part of the Agreement. 
Any Addenda issued clarifying and/or changing plans and specifi cations; clarify-
ing and/or changing instructions in the Instruction to Bidders; and/or answering 
q ues tions  in rel ation to th e I ns truc tions  to B idders  s h al l  b ec ome part of th e I n-
formation for B idders .  

T h e I nformation for B idders  and b idding doc uments  for th e W ork  c an b e found 
at (https://jmaa.com/corporate/partner-with-us/procurement/). The website will 
b e updated periodic al l y  w ith  addenda,  reports ,  and oth er information rel ev ant to 
s ub mitting a B id for th e W ork .

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference on Wednesday, May 25, 2022 at 10:00 am 
( CS T )  us ing th e fol l ow ing l ogin information:

https://jmaa.zoom.us/s/95968020095

Meeting ID: 959 6802 0095
Passcode: 520966

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifi cations for the Work by 
A ddendum is s ued b efore th e B id D eadl ine;  to rej ec t any  and al l  b ids ;  to w aiv e 
tec h nic al ities  in th e b id propos al s .

J M A A  h as  es tab l is h ed a D is adv antaged B us ines s  E nterpris es  partic ipation goal  
of 0 %  for th e W ork  s ol ic ited b y  th is  R F B .

J A CK S O N  M U N I CI P A L  A I R P O R T  A U T H O R I T Y

DATE: May 11, 2022                            

Paul A. Brown, Chief Executive Offi cer

5/19/2022

LEG AL

NO TIC E TO  B ID D ER S
C ity  of  Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

S eal ed,  si gned b ids are invi ted and w il l  b e rece ive d b y th e City of Ja ckso n,  
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Offi ce of Jackson, the bid must 
be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, June 07, 2022, at which time said bids 
w il l  b e pub l icl y opened at th e City H al l  l oca ted at 4 0 0  E .  S il as B row n S treet in 
City H al l  for th e fol l ow ing:

18086-060722    Twenty-four Month Supply of Soda Ash
19090-060722    Twenty-four Month Supply of Citric Acid (Liquid Form)
88508-060722    Twenty-Four Month Supply of Carbon Dioxide
88536-060722    Twenty-four -Month Supply of Polymer
88538-060722    Twenty-four Month Supply of Liquid Chlorine
88544-060722    Twenty-four Month Supply of Alum
88570-060722  Twenty-four Month Supply of Aluminum Chloral Hydrate 
( A CH )
88575-060722  Twenty-four Month Supply of Fluorosilicic Acid
88579-060722  Twenty-four Month Supply of Potassium Permanganate
88584-060722  Twenty-four Month Supply of Sodium Chlorite
88596-060722  Twenty-four Month Supply of Anhydrous Ammonia
88597-060722  Twenty-four Month Supply of Hydrated Lime

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ON THE CITY OF JACKSON WEBSITE, https://
w w w . j ackso nms. gov and Central  B idding w w w . ce ntral b idding. co m .  

The above must comply with the City’s specifi cations.   Copies of proposal 
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President 
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, and Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of 
bid specifi cations are fi led with the City Clerk for public record in accordance 
with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

T h e City of Ja ckso n is co mmitted to th e princi pl e of non- discr imination in 
P ub l ic P urch asi ng.   I t is th e pol icy of th e City of Ja ckso n to promote ful l  and 
eq ual  b usi ness opportunities for al l  perso ns doing b usi ness w ith  th e City .   A s 
a pre- co ndition to se l ect ion,  each  co ntract or,  b idder or offer sh al l  su b mit a 
co mpl eted and si gned E q ual  B usi ness O pportunity ( E B O )  P l an A ppl ica tion,  
w ith  each  b id su b missi on,  in acco rdance  w ith  th e provi si ons se t forth  b y au-
th ority of th e City of Ja ckso n’ s E B O  O rdinance .    F ail ure to co mpl y w ith  th e 
City’ s E B O  O rdinance  sh al l  disq ual ify  a co ntract or,  b idder or offer,  from b eing 
aw arded an el igib l e co ntract .   F or more information on th e City’ s E B O  P ro-
gram, please contact the Offi ce of Economic Development at (601)960-1638.   
Copies of th e E B O  O rdinance ,  E B O  P l an A ppl ica tion and a co py of th e E B O  
Program are available with the Offi ce of Economic Development at 218 South 
P resi dent S treet,  S eco nd F l oor,  and Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi.

T h e City rese rve s th e righ t to rej ect  any and al l  b ids.    T h e City al so  rese rve s 
th e righ t to w aive  any and al l  informal ities in resp ect  to any b id su b mitted.   
B id aw ards w il l  b e made to th e l ow est  and b est  b idder q uoting th e l ow est  net 
price in accordance with specifi cations.  The award could be according to the 
l ow est  co st  per item;  or to th e l ow es t total  co st  for al l  items;  or to acce pt al l  
or part of any proposa l .   D el ive ry time may b e co nsi dered w h en eva l uating 
th e b id proposa l .    I n th ose  ca se s w h ere it is kn ow n prior to adve rtisi ng th at 
th e City’ s intention is to aw ard acco rding to th e l ow est  total  co st  for al l  items,  
or in so me va riation th ereof,  st atements to th is affect  w il l  b e incl uded on th e 
proposa l  form.   A b se nce  of su ch  st atement means        th e City w il l  make  th at 
determination during th e b id revi ew .

M onica  O l ive r A ct ing P urch asi ng,  M anager
P urch asi ng D ivi si on 
(601) 960-1025 

5/12/2022, 5/19/2022

LEG AL

NO TIC E O F  APPLIC ATIO N F O R  A U SE PER MIT 

Z O NING  C ASE NO . 4 17 6

B y  v irtue of and purs uant to th e auth ority  and direc tion of th at O rdinanc e b y  th e 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
th ereof,  notic e is  h ereb y  giv en to al l  pers ons  interes ted in or in any  w ay  affec ted 
thereby, that WBF Rainbow Learning Center, LLC has fi led with the Planning 
B oard for th e City  of J ac k s on,  an appl ic ation req ues ting a U s e P ermit w ith in a 
N M U – 1 ( N eigh b orh ood)  M ix ed- U s e D is tric t to al l ow  for a c ommerc ial  c h il d c are 
center on property located at 962 North St. (Parcel 20-28). in the First Judicial 
D is tric t of H inds  County ,  M is s is s ippi,  and b eing more partic ul arl y  des c rib ed as :

A certain parcel of land being part of Lot 67, North according to H.C. Daniel’s 
Map of the City of Jackson (1875), in the City of Jackson, Hinds County, Missis-
s ippi,  and b eing more partic ul arl y  des c rib ed as  fol l ow s :

Commenc e at th e P oint of I nters ec tion of th e original  S outh  righ t- of- w ay  l ine 
of Fortifi cation Street with the East right-of-way tine of North Street being the 
Northwest corner of the aforesaid Lot 67 and run thence South 08 degrees 
38 minutes 30 seconds West along said East right-of-line of said Fortifi cation 
Street; continue thence South 08 degrees 38 minutes 30 seconds West along 
said East right-of-way line of North Street for a distance of 80.60 feet to a “x´ 
mark ed in c onc rete mark ing th e P O I N T  O F  B E G I N N I N G  of th e parc el  of l and 
h erein des c rib ed;  from s aid P O I N T  O F  B E G I N N I N G  and l eav ing s aid E as t righ t-
of-way line of North Street, run thence South 80 degrees 18 minutes 31 seconds 
E as t al ong th e w es terl y  ex tens ion of an ex is ting fenc e and al ong an ex is ting 
fence for a distance of 90.74 feet to an existing fence corner; run thence South 
07 degrees 14 minutes 07 seconds West along an existing fence for a distance 
of 21.81 feet to an existing fence corner; nm thence South 79 degrees 53 min-
utes 30 seconds East along an existing fence for a distance of 25.14 feet to 
an existing fence corner; run thence North 59 degrees 02 minutes 40 seconds 
East for a distance of 2.72 feet to an existing ò “ iron pin; run thence South 81 
degrees 32 minutes 49 seconds East for a distance of 58.42 feet to an existing 
ò “ iron pin; run thence South 77 degrees 52 minutes 11 seconds East for a 
distance of 136.07 feet to an existing ò “ iron pin on the West right-of-way line 
of Jefferson Street; run thence South 08 degrees 12 minutes 36 seconds West 
along said West right-of-way line of Jefferson Street for a distance of 49.80 feet 
to an existing ò “ iron pin; run thence South 08 degrees 49 minutes 30 seconds 
West along said West right-of-way line of Jefferson Street for a distance of 63.24 
feet to an ex is ting 1”  pipe;  l eav ing s aid W es t righ t- of- w ay  l ine of J effers on S treet,  
run thence North 77 degrees 46 minutes 31 seconds West for a distance of 
156.36 feet to an existing ò “ iron pin; run thence South 47 degrees 53 minutes 
09 seconds West for a distance of 2.66 feet to an existing ò “ iron pin; run 
thence North 80 degrees 44 minutes 59 seconds West for a distance of 155.17 
feet to an ex is ting 4 ”  metal  pos t on th e afores aid E as t righ t- of- w ay  l ine of N orth  
Street; run thence North 08 degrees 38 minutes 30 seconds East along said 
E as t righ t- of- w ay  l ine of N orth  S treet for a dis tanc e of 13 4 . 14  feet to th e P O I N T  
OF BEGINNING, containing 37,196 square feet or 0.85 acres, more or less.

S aid appl ic ation w il l  b e h eard at th e City  P l anning B oard H earing in th e A ndrew  
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, May 25, 2022, 
at w h ic h  time al l  parties  interes ted in or affec ted th ereb y  w il l  b e h eard b oth  pro 
and c on on s aid q ues tion,  after w h ic h  a rec ord w il l  b e es tab l is h ed upon w h ic h  
th e City  P l anning B oard c an mak e its  rec ommendation to th e City  Counc il  of 
J ac k s on.  A ny  ob j ec tion th ereto may  b e made b y  any  pers on ow ning property  
within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Admin-
is trator b efore s aid time if a h earing th ereof or c ons ideration th ereof is  des ired,  
or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at 
least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need 
for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

D U E  T O  CO V I D - 19  A N D  T H E  CO N CE R N  F O R  T H E  P U B L I C H E A L T H ,  S A F E T Y  
A N D  W E L F A R E ,  T H E  P L A N N I N G  B O A R D  M E M B E R S  A N D  T H E  A P P L I CA N T S  
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/
V I D E O  O R  I N  P E R S O N  W I T H  R E G A R D S  T O  T H E  W E A R I N G  O F  M A S K S  
A N D  T H E  S O CI A L  D I S T A N CI N G  R E Q U I R E M E N T S .  M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  
PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAIN-
SWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER PRIOR TO MAY 18, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 28th day of April 2022.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City  of J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi

5/5/2022, 5/19/2022



COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)

EARN $15,000 - $40,000 OVER 5
YEARS. #1 Hunting Lease Company in
America. Customize your contract. Call
Base Camp Leasing 1-888-871-1982

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
today with a GENERAC Home Standby
Generator. $0 Money Down plus low
monthly payment options. Request a FREE
QUOTE - Call now before the next power
outage: 1-844-316-8630
THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare
for power outages and power your home.
Full installation services available. $0
Down Financing Option. Request a FREE,
no obligation, quote today. Call 1-844-
355-7099.

AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save! Call: 833-678-0500
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
w w w. d e n t a l 5 0 p l u s . c o m / m s p r e s s
#6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-
ING at one low rate. 601-981-3060

USE ItchNoMore SHAMPOO on dogs
and cats to relieve secondary dermatitis,
treat yeast infections, and eliminate
doggy odor. At Tractor Supply
(www.fleabeacon.com)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING,
memory care, or independent living? A
Place for Mom simplifies the process of
finding senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-855-530-0567 today!
STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR
DISEASE are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-855-393-
5067. Week of May 15, 2022

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

I n s u r a n c e

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

F o r S a l e

F a r m E q u i p m e n t

P e t s / L i v e s t o c k

FIND IT or SELL IT
In The

Classifieds

Place Your Classified Ad

STATEWIDE
In 95 Newspapers!

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement Available

To Place Your Ad Order Call: 

MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

DIESEL MECHANIC
beginning May 15, 2022 

Opening for Diesel Mechanic at Red Hills 
Mine, Ackerman, MS. Will be responsible 
for performing preventive maintenance, 
troubleshooting, and making repairs on 
heavy equipment.  Successful candidates 
will have a background in repair and 
maintenance of heavy equipment, 
knowledge of diesel engines, transmissions, 
drive trains, pneumatic, hydraulic, electrical 
and air-conditioning systems.  Minimum 
of a high school diploma or GED required. 
Vocational training is preferred. 

Accepting applications online at
www.nacoal.com

EEO/M/F/disability/veteran You must meet at least 
the specific minimum requirements listed above to 

be considered a qualified applicant.
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 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3 118  Liv ing st o n R o a d
CASH & CARRY
C a pit o l St r eet   a nd Mo num ent  St r eet
CITY HALL
219  S Pr esident  St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
26 5 9  Liv ing st o n R o a d
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 9 5 7 N o r t hv iew D r  ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
203 0 N  Siwell R d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
43 3 1 H ig hwa y 8 0W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5 9 9 0 Medg a r  E v er s B lv d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 C a pit o l St  ( D o wnt o wn J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 04 B r ia r wo o d D r
DOLLAR GENERAL 
28 5 5  Mc D o well R d
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Ter r y R d
J & A FUEL STORES
3 249  Medg a r  E v er s  B lv d.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
23 25  Liv ing st o n R d.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
N o r t hside D r iv e
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
6 5 3  D uling  A v enue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
J a c kso n Medic a l Ma ll 
3 5 0 W  W o o dr o w W ilso n A v enue
SHELL FOOD MART
5 49 2 W a t kins D r iv e

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6 3 9 4 R idg ewo o d R d ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Ter r y R d ( So ut h J a c kso n)
WALGREENS 
3 8 0 W .  W o o dr o w W ilso n A v e

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - &anton, MS
B & B
702 :est 1orth Street - &anton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 1orth Liberty - &anton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
&hurch Street - &anton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - &anton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther .ing Drive - &anton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - &anton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 &hurch Street - &anton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 :est Fulton Street - &anton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - &anton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - &anton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 :estside Drive - &anton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125  Swing ing  B r idg e  D r .
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5 777 Ter r y R o a d
CITY HALL
Ter r y  R o a d

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - &linton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
a t  E x it  78
CITY HALL 
W est   C unning ha m   A v enue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
5 05  E .  Ma in St r eet
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port *ibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 (. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 :. &ourt Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 &ourtyard STuare, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi H wy 18
PITT STOP 
101 H wy 18  &  27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL
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Deanco Auction  601-656-9768   www.deancoauction.com
1042 Holland Ave (PO Box 1248) • Philadelphia, Mississippi 39350         Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733, MSGL #835

10% Buyers Premium on the first $5000 of each lot and then a 3% buyers premium and the remaining balance of each lot.

HUGE 1-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
Wednesday, May 25th

Auction Starts at 8:00am
1042 Holland Ave • Philadelphia, Mississippi

Live Online and Onsite Bidding

Selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors, Specialty Trucks, Trailers, Farm
Tractors, All types of Construction Equipment including Dozers,
Hydraulic Excavators, Motor Graders, Motor Scrapers, Rubber-tired
Loaders, Loader Backhoes, Skid Steer Loaders, Trenchers, Cranes,
Forklifts, Pickups, Vehicles, RTVs, Mowers, Attachments, Misc. & More
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REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 316-8630

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!
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Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through �. Each 1 through � digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

©  F ea t u r e E x c ha ng e

Sudoku Solution

©  F ea t u r e E x c ha ng e



Wingfi eld High School host-
ed its Biology Boot Camp April 
27. Scholars participated in fun 
physical activities after answer-
ing state practice test questions 
as they matriculated through 
an obstacle course. The ques-
tions used were aligned to the 
Mississippi College and Career 
5eadiness Standards. 

District Science coach Aisha 
Cork assisted Wingfi eld educa-
tors Ashley Jones and Stepha-
nie Peters with the event. This 
was a way for scholars to expe-
rience outdoor fun without dis-
rupting the testing environment 
and still participate in instruc-
tional learning.

Scholars were required to 
answer a question correctly be-
fore advancing on the obstacle 
course. 2nce a question was 
answered, they moved to the 
next station where they had to 
transcribe a strand of D1A into 
51A.

After successfully complet-
ing the transcription process, 
the students moved on to a se-
ries of physical obstacles that 
had to be completed. 2nce 
completed, scholars ran back 
and tagged the next person on 
his�her team. The team to have 
the most scholars successfully 
complete the course was the 
winner.

Wingfi eld plans to make this 
an annual event.

2n April 5, 5ep. Alma Adams 
�D-1C� and 5ep. 1ikema Wil-
liams �D-GA�, held a press event 
on legislation to provide student 
debt relief. Student loan debt pay-
ments were scheduled to resume 
on May 1, 2022 at the end of a 
moratorium, but the Biden Admin-
istration announced on April 5 that 
they will extend the moratorium.

Student loan debt impacts 41 
million Americans and Adams and 
Williams pointed out that black 
borrowers are disproportionately 
impacted.

5eps. Adams and Williams are 
leading on a series of bills focused 
on assisting borrowers with stu-
dent loan debt. High student loan 
debt disproportionately is carried 
by black women who then dis-
proportionately earn less money 

which the members say continues 
to drive the wealth gap.

Three bills have been offered 
by the Congresswomen� the Clean 
Slate Through Consolidation Act; 
the Clean Slate Through 5epay-
ment Act; and the Student /oan 
5ehabilitation and Credit Score 
Improvement Act.

“I can tell you this with certain-
ty� The debt is too damn high. Stu-
dent debt is crippling generations 
of Americans. Countless preda-
tory practices have taken one of 
the most transformative human 
experiences – going to college and 
getting an education – and made it 
a burden. Instead of making higher 
education a place to develop the 
mind, body and soul, we’ve turned 
college and university into another 
barrier that keeps families out of 
the middle class,” Adams told a 
room full of reporters on Capitol 

Hill at a February 5, press confer-
ence.

“Any Gen ;er, Millennial, or 
recent college graduate knows 
how important that credit score can 
be when it comes to buying a car, 
opening a small business, obtaining 
a loan or line of credit, or applying 
for a mortgage,” 5ep. Adams con-
tinued. Adams was a professor at 
Bennett college for 40 years.

5ep. Williams mentioned that 
she herself has student loan debt 
that she will have to repay and 
emphasized that the Atlanta area, 
which she represents, is dispropor-
tionately impacted by the weight 
of student loan debt.

In December 2021, President 
Biden directed the Department of 
Education to pause federal student 
loan repayments. 2n February 5, 
2022, he extended the moratorium 
again.

2ver 350 scholars, teachers, and com-
munity members participated in the JPS 
S.T.E.A.M. Expo held April 30, 2022, 
at the Jackson Convention Center. Par-
ents, scholars, .-12 schools and district 
staff celebrated literacy through science, 
technology, engineering, art and math 
�S.T.E.A.M.�.

The expo featured fun shows, free books 
and approximately 100 STEAM exhibits. 
The entrance hall was fi lled with outstand-
ing and thoughtful S.T.E.A.M.-related 
projects by scholars from across the school 
district. Scholars greeted visitors and ex-
plained the purpose and ideas that went 
into their magnifi cent projects.

Free books focused on S.T.E.A.M. top-
ics were also available to JPS families to 
support literacy, especially around infor-
mational text. “The event was a great way 
to launch our district’s literacy campaign� 
Growing Profi cient 5eaders,” said Assis-
tant Superintendent of Elementary Divi-
sion I Dr. .athleen Grigsby.

Developing a robust literacy campaign 
is part of a key initiative in the district’s 
strategic plan.

Some of the participating vendors and 
donors included Entergy, Food Corps, 
.irkland Group, .roger, Mississippi Book 
Festival, Mangia Bene �Sal and Mookie’s, 
Broad Street, and Bravo��, /obaki, Missis-
sippi 1ational Guard Engineering Depart-
ment, Mississippi 1ational Guard Safety 
Department, WBF Global, Toni Cooley of 
the Center for Social Entrepreneurs and 
Dr. 5ickey Thigpen of Visit Jackson.
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:ingfi eld scholars get 
competitive in %iolog\ %oot &amp

+undreds of -3S scholars 
and families participate

in the -3S S�7�(�$�M� ([poMississippi Link N ew sw ir e

5eps� $dams and :illiams focus on student 
loan debt� %iden e[tends moratorium

In December 2021, President Biden directed the Department of Education to pause federal student loan 
repayments. On February 5, 2022, he extended the moratorium again. [Photo: Rep. Alma Adams (D-NC) 
and Rep. Nikema Williams (D-GA)]

Nissan believes in 
the power of education.

W e a r e pr o ud 
suppo r t er s o f  
st udent s a nd 
educ a t o r s 
ev er ywher e.

Mississippi Link N ew sw ir e

By Lauren Victoria Burke
N N P A  N ew sw ir e C ontr ib u tor



T h e pa v em en t  w a s  h a r d .
A t  t h a t  t i m e of  d a y ,  i t  s t i ll h eld  

t he  la s t  of  t h e s u n ’ s  w a r m t h  b u t  
t ha t  d i d n ’ t  m a k e i t  c om f or t a b le.  
P ebbl es  em b ed d ed  i n  b la c k t op 
c a n b lood y  s k i n  i n  a  m i n u t e;  
bi t s  of  b r ok en  g la s s  c a n  s c r a t c h  
a  c h eek  ly i n g  on  t h e c on c r et e.  
S t r eet - s i d e i s  n ev er  a  g ood  pla c e 
t o be ,  a n d  i n  t h e n ew  b ook ,  “ H i s  
N a m e i s  G eor g e F loy d ”  b y  R ob -
er t  S a m u els  a n d  T olu s e O lor u n -
ni pa ,  i t  g et s  w or s e.

E v er y on e w h o k n ew  G eor g e 
F loyd  k n ew  t h a t  h e lov ed  t h em .  

H e s a i d  s o,  i n  t ex t s  a n d  i n  per -
s on ,  ev er y  t i m e h e s a w  t h em .  
T h a t ’ s  t h e k i n d  of  m a n  h e w a s .

B or n  i n  N or t h  C a r oli n a  i n  
1 9 7 3 ,  F loy d  w a s  a  j oy ou s  c h i ld  
s u r r ou n d ed  b y  f em a le r ela t i v es  
w h o d ot ed  on  h i m ,  a n d  m i s s ed  
h i m  b a d ly  w h en  h i s  m ot h er  t ook  
h er  c h i ld r en  a n d  f ollow ed  a  m a n  
t o H ou s t on .  T h er e,  t h e f a m -
i ly  li v ed  i n  a  n ei g h b or h ood  t h a t  
w a s  m os t ly  b la c k  a n d  a ll poor ,  
a n d  F loy d  g a i n ed  t w o y ou n g er  
h a lf - b r ot h er s .

T h e a u t h or s  s a y  t h a t  F loy d  
w a s n ’ t  t h e b es t  s t u d en t  a t  J a c k  
Y a t es  S en i or  H i g h  S c h ool i n  

H ou s t on ,  b u t  h e w a s n ’ t  t h e 
w or s t .  T ea c h er s  a n d  s t u d en t s  
li k ed  h i m ;  c oa c h es  li k ed  h i m  
b ec a u s e h e c ou ld  r ea lly  pla y  
b a s k et b a ll a n d  f oot b a ll.  H e 
w a s  g en t le;  t h ey  h a d  t o n ot c h  
up his fi erceness in both games 
b u t  s i n c e h e w a s  m or e t h a n  s i x  
f eet  t a ll a n d  a  c ou ple h u n d r ed  
pou n d s ,  t h er e w a s  pr om i s e.  
W h i c h  w a s  j u s t  en ou g h .

M u c h  t o h i s  h ea r t b r ea k ,  F loy d  
c ou ld n ’ t  pa s s  t h e T A A S  t es t  
given to assess the profi ciency 
of  a ll h i g h  s c h ool s en i or s  i n  
T ex a s .  N o pa s s ,  n o d i plom a ,  b u t  
t h ou g h  h e w a s n ’ t  a b le t o a t t en d  

h i s  g r a d u a t i on  c er em on y ,  h e d i d  
la n d  a  b a s k et b a ll s c h ola r s h i p t o 
S ou t h  F lor i d a  C om m u n i t y  C ol-
leg e.

A la s ,  b a d  g r a d es  f ollow ed  h i m  
t h er e a n d  h e s oon  r et u r n ed  t o 
H ou s t on ,  f r u s t r a t ed  a n d  b r ok e,  
a n d  h e b eg a n  s elli n g  d r u g s .

T h a t  d i d n ’ t  g o w ell,  ei t h er :  
F loy d  w a s  a r r es t ed ,  c on v i c t ed  
a n d  s en t  t o pr i s on .

M or e t h a n  f ou r  y ea r s  la t er ,  
w i t h  a  f elon y  on  h i s  r ec or d ,  
F loy d  d ec i d ed  t o m ov e t o M i n -
n ea poli s .  I t  w a s  a  c h a n c e f or  a  
f r es h  s t a r t . . .

W h i le i t  m a y  s eem  t h a t  “ H i s  

N a m e i s  G eor g e F loy d ”  m i g h t  
b e t oo pa i n f u l t o r ea d ,  ev en  n ow ,  
t w o y ea r s  a f t er  h i s  d ea t h ,  t h a t ’ s  
n ot  s o.  N ot  en t i r ely .

T h er e a r e h u g e poc k et s  of  
s u n n y  j oy  i n  t h i s  b ook ,  a t  a  
c h i ld h ood  en j oy ed ,  d r ea m s  
r ea c h ed  f or ,  a n d  people b elov ed .  
T h os e s i d es  of  F loy d ,  pa r t s  t h a t  
w er e m i s s ed  b y  m a n y  n ew s  ou t -
let s ,  a r e s h a r ed  b u t  a u t h or s  R ob -
er t  S a m u els  a n d  T olu s e O lor u n -
n i pa  d on ’ t  let  h i m  b ec om e la r g er  
than life; Floyd had fl aws, and 
w e’ r e a llow ed  t o s ee t h em .

T h en  a g a i n ,  t h er e a r e t i m es  
w h en  G eor g e F loy d  b ec om es  

a lm os t  a  s i d e- n ot e h er e.
T h a t ’ s  w h en  S a m u els  a n d  O l-

or u n n i pa  t u r n  a w a y  t o f oc u s  on  
w h a t  els e h a ppen ed  t h a t  b oi li n g -
h ot  s u m m er  of  2 0 2 0 ,  i n c lu d -
i n g  t h e B L M  pr ot es t s ,  poli t i c s  
a n d  ot h er  i n c i d en c es  of  poli c e 
ov er r ea c h ;  w e a ls o g et  a  g ood  
ov er v i ew  of  D er ek  C h a u v i n ,  h i s  
b a c k g r ou n d ,  a n d  h i s  t r i a l.

R ea d er s  w h o w a n t  t o s om e-
h ow  m em or i a li z e F loy d  w i ll 
a ppr ec i a t e t h i s  b ook  f or  i t s  c a n -
d or ,  g ood  r es ea r c h  a n d  i t s  s t o-
r y t elli n g .  Y ou ’ ll a ls o w a n t  “ H i s  
N a m e i s  G eor g e F loy d ”  f or  i t s  
c on c r et e a n s w er s .

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
C olu m nist
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W R TM-F M 100.5 F M, JAC KSO N’ S SO U L, 
R HYTHM AND  B LU ES AND  SO U THER N 
SO U L STATIO N PLAYING  MO R E 
V AR IETY, LESS TALK AND  THE MU SIC  
AD U LTS W ANT TO  HEAR !  

BOOK REVIEW:
HIS NAME IS 
GEORGE FLOYD:
ONE MAN’S LIFE AND THE STRUGGLE FOR RACIAL JUSTICE
BY ROBERT SAMUELS AND TOLUSE OLORUNNIPA
C.2022, VIKING
$30.00 • 432 PAGES



S P O R T S

Naomi Osaka is blazing new 
trails in the tennis industry

Maria Taylor 
named new host 
of NBC’s Football 
night in America
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N a om i  O s a k a  i s  a  c h a m pi on  
on  t h e c ou r t  h a v i n g  w on  4  m a -
j or  c h a m pi on s h i ps .  S h e h a s  
b e c om e a  n a m e t h a t  i s  f a m i l i a r  
t o a ll of  u s .  E a c h  of  h er  G r a n d  
S l a m  w i n s  h a s  b e c om e a n  i n -
s t a n t  c l a s s i c .

O s a k a  h a s  a lw a y s  b een  h er  
ow n  per s on .  S om e w ou ld  s a y  
t h a t  t h e t i m eles s  q u ot e b y  
H en r y  D a v i d  T h or ea u  a ppli es  
t o h er .  ( I f  a  m a n  d oes  n ot  k eep 
pa c e w i t h  h i s  c om pa n i on s ,  
per h a ps  i t  i s  b e c a u s e h e h ea r s  
a  d i f f e r en t  d r u m m e r .  L et  h i m  
s t ep t o t h e m u s i c  w h i c h  h e 
h ea r s ,  h ow ev er  m ea s u r ed  or  
f a r  a w a y ) .

S h e d oes  i n  f a c t  m a r c h  t o h er  
ow n  d r u m b ea t .  T h a t  i s  w h a t  
t h e t en n i s  c om m u n i t y  a d m i r es  
a b ou t  O s a k a .

T h e f or m er  N o.  1  h a s  
t h r ou g h ou t  h er  c a r eer  d ea lt  
w i t h  m a n y  c h a llen g es .  S h e h a s  
f a c ed  t h em  open ly  a n d  h on es t -
ly .  H e r  i n n oc en c e h a s  b een  on  
f u ll d i s pla y  f or  a ll of  u s  t o s ee.  
Y et  h er  r es i l i en c y  c on t i n u es  t o 
s h ow  h er  s t r en g t h  of  c h a r a c t e r .

W h en  O s a k a  b u r s t  on t o t h e 
t en n i s  s c e n e s om e y ea r s  a g o,  
w e d i d n ’ t  k n ow  h er .  N ow ,  t h a t  
h a s  c h a n g ed .  S h e i s  a  c h a m -
pi on  b ot h  on  a n d  of f  t h e c ou r t .  
S h e i s  on e of  t h e t op 2 0  h i g h -
es t  pa i d  a t h let es  i n  t h e w or ld .  
I t  i s  s a f e t o a s s u m e t h a t  s h e 

w i ll c on t i n u e t o c l i m b  i n  t h e 
r a n k i n g s .

T h e F r en c h  O pen  i s  c om i n g  
u p s o w e’ ll s ee i f  s h e pla y s  a t  

R ola n d  G a r r os .
H ow ev er ,  t h e r e i s  i n  m y  

opi n i on ,  a  m u c h  b i g g e r  s t or y  
a b ou t  O s a k a .

O s a k a  w a s  u n t i l  r ec en t ly  
r epr es en t ed  b y  t h e I M G  ( I n t e r -
n a t i on a l M a n a g em en t  G r ou p) .

S h e i s  n ow  h ea r i n g  t h e d r u m  
of  i n d epen d en c e a n d  c r ea t i n g  
a  s t r a t eg y  t o a c h i ev e i t .

O s a k a  w i ll b e d ev elop-
i n g  h e r  ow n  s por t s  a n d  t a len t  
a g en c y .  A c c or d i n g  t o r epor t s ,  
s h e w i ll b e pa r t n er i n g  w i t h  
S t u a r t  D u g u i d .  H e i s  a  f or m er  
h i g h - r a n k i n g  s t a f f e r  w i t h  t h e 
I M G .  T h i s  t a len t  c om b i n a t i on  
i s  poi s ed  t o m a k e a  b i g  i m pa c t  
on  t h e c r os s  s ec t i on  of  s por t s  
a n d  en t er t a i n m en t .

T h e n a m e of  t h e c om pa n y  
w i ll b e E V O L V E  s pelled  i n  
c a pi t a l let t er s .  O s a k a  t old  
S por t i c o,  “ I ’ v e s pen t  m y  c a -
r eer  d oi n g  t h i n g s  m y  w a y ,  
ev en  w h en  people t old  m e t h a t  
i t  w a s n ’ t  w h a t  w a s  ex pec t ed  or  
t r a d i t i on a l. ”

S h e a d d ed ,  I ’ m  ex c i t ed  t o 
s t a r t  t h i s  w i t h  m y  b u s i n es s  
pa r t n er  S t u a r t  a n d  ou r  pla n  i s  
t o u s e t h e s a m e a ppr oa c h  w e 
t ook  i n  b u i ld i n g  m y  b u s i n es s es  
a u t h en t i c a lly  a n d  s t r a t eg i c a lly  
a s  a  v i s i on  f or  t h i s  c om pa n y . ”

O s a k a  h a s  b u s i n es s  a c u m en  
t h a t  b eli es  h er  a g e.  S h e w i ll 
b ec om e on e of  t h e f ew  pr of es -
s i on a l a t h let es  t o h a n d le t h ei r  
b u s i n es s  a f f a i r s .

H a r d  w or k ,  t en a c i t y  a n d  
s elf - c on f i d en c e h a v e b een  
b r i d g es  t h a t  h a v e s t r en g t h en ed  

h er  w i ll t o w i n  t en n i s  m a t c h es .  
I t  i s  a l s o pr ov i n g  t o b e a  f or -
m u l a  f or  h er  of f  t h e c ou r t  a s  
w ell.

S o,  w h en  w e w a t c h  O s a k a  
pla y  t en n i s ,  w e w i ll a l s o b e 
w a t c h i n g  a  c h a m pi on  t en n i s  
pla y er  a n d  a n  a s t u t e b u s i n es s -
w om a n .

O s a k a  i s  l i v i n g  h i s t or y  a n d  
b r ea k i n g  b a r r i e r s  ea c h  d a y .  
S h e g oes  a b ou t  i t  w i t h  g r ea t  
i n t eg r i t y  a n d  f or t i t u d e.  Y ou n g  
g i r l s  of  b ot h  r a c es  a n d  a ll 
et h n i c i t i es  s ee h er  a s  a  r ole 
m od el.  T h e n ex t  g en er a t i on  
of  a t h let es  w i ll poi n t  t o h er  a s  
t h e s t a n d a r d  b ea r er .  H er  f u t u r e 
i s  b r i g h t  a n d  f u ll of  pr om i s e.  
S h e i s  d ef i n i n g  h e r  f u t u r e a n d  
s h ow i n g  u s  a  r oa d m a p of  h er  
j ou r n ey .

O s a k a ’ s  v i s i on  i s  c lea r ,  
a n d  t h e pr om i s e of  s u c c es s  i s  
a h ea d  of  h er .  T h e r e w i ll b e 
ot h er  a t h let es  w h o w i ll w a n t  
t o em u la t e w h a t  N a om i  O s a k a  
i s  d oi n g .  W i ll t h ey  b e s u c c es s -
f u l? O n ly  t i m e w i ll t ell.

T h er e i s  on e t h i n g  f or  s u r e 
t h a t  w e h a v e c om e t o k n ow  
a b ou t  h er  a n d  t h a t  i s  s h e h a s  
a  s t r on g  b eli ef  i n  h e r  t a len t s .  
S h e h a s  on ly  j u s t  b eg u n .

L et  u s  c on g r a t u l a t e a n d  
c h eer  N a om i  O s a k a  on  a s  w e 
c eleb r a t e A s i a n - A m e r i c a n / P a -
c i f i c  I s l a n d er  H er i t a g e M on t h  
t h r ou g h ou t  M a y .

I n  a  pr ed i c t a b le m ov e,  M a -
r i a  T a y lor  i s  t h e n ew  h os t  of  
F oot b a ll N i g h t  i n  A m er i c a ,  t h e 
m os t - w a t c h ed  s t u d i o s h ow  i n  
s por t s ,  N B C  S por t s  a n n ou n c ed  
on  T h u r s d a y .  F oot b a ll N i g h t  i s  
1BC Sports’ fl agship studio 
s h ow  w h i c h  pr ec ed es  S u n d a y  
N i g h t  F oot b a ll –  pr i m et i m e 
t elev i s i on ’ s  N o.  1  s h ow  f or  a n  
u n pr ec ed en t ed  1 1  c on s ec u t i v e 
y ea r s  –  ea c h  w eek  d u r i n g  t h e 
N F L  s ea s on .  T a y lor  d eb u t ed  on  
t h e pr og r a m  a s  a  c o- h os t  i n  2 0 2 1 .

“ M a r i a  i s  t h e per f ec t  c h oi c e t o 

c a r r y  t h e leg a c y  f or w a r d  of  a n -
c h or i n g  t h e m os t - w a t c h ed  s t u -
d i o s h ow  i n  s por t s , ”  s a i d  N B C  
S por t s  E x ec u t i v e P r od u c er  S a m  
F lood .

I n  t h e la s t  1 2  m on t h s ,  T a y lor  
–  w h o w a s  n a m ed  on e of  2 0 2 1 ’ s  
“ M os t  P ow er f u l W om en  i n  
S por t s ”  b y  A d w eek  –  h a s  h os t -
ed  m a n y  of  t h e m os t - w a t c h ed  
ev en t s  a n d  pr og r a m s  i n  s por t s .

F ollow i n g  h er  m ov e t o N B C  
S por t s  i n  J u ly  2 0 2 1 ,  s h e h os t ed  
t h e T ok y o O ly m pi c s ,  S u per  
B ow l L V I  P r eg a m e S h ow  a n d  
B ei j i n g  O ly m pi c s  a n d  P a r a ly m -

pi c s .  J u s t  pr i or  t o j oi n i n g  N B C  
S por t s ,  s h e a ls o h os t ed  t h e pr i -
m et i m e n et w or k  b r oa d c a s t  of  t h e 
N F L  D r a f t  a n d  t h e N B A  F i n a ls .

T h e la s t  li n e of  t h e r elea s e 
i s  i m por t a n t  b ec a u s e T a y lor ’ s  
v er s a t i li t y  i s  a n  a s s et  v a lu ed  b y  
N B C  S por t s .

I n  a d d i t i on  t o h er  h os t i n g  
r oles ,  T a y lor  i s  ex ec u t i v e pr o-
d u c i n g  a n d  c u r r en t ly  i n  pr od u c -
t i on  on  a n  ei g h t - pa r t  d oc u m en -
t a r y  s er i es  on  t h e h i s t or y  of  t h e 
b la c k  q u a r t er b a c k  i n  t h e N F L  
t h a t  w i ll s t r ea m  on  P ea c oc k .

Osaka

Taylor

 By James B. Ewers Jr. Ed.D.
P r esid ent E m er itu s
Teen Mentor ing  C om m ittee of  O hio

The A tlanta V oice Staf f  R epor t
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National Coalition of 100 Black Women, Inc. 
Central Mississippi Chapter 2022 High Tea

Raising a Cup to those who 
CAPteaVate, CULteaVATE and MOteaVATE

S atu rd ay, 
May 14 , 2022

2: 00 p . m .
T h e S h eraton , F l ow ood , MS

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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