
The Greater Jackson Cham-
ber Partnership (GJCP) held 
its annual meeting Wednesday, 
March 2, 2022, at 11:30 a.m. at 
the Jackson Convention Com-
plex.  Businesses as well as 
business leaders were recog-
nized for their service and com-
mitment to the Greater Jackson 
area. 

President of Jackson State 
University Thomas Hudson and 
Lt. Governor Delbert Hosemann 
served as keynote speakers. 

Hudson emphasized Jackson 
State’s partnering with govern-
ment entities, corporations and 
other organizations as a catalyst 
for business and economic de-
velopment.

Hosemann shared updates on 
legislation to fully fund early 
childhood education and teacher 
pay raises, as well as legislation 
to eliminate state income taxes 
to make Mississippi an even 
more attractive place to live and 
do business.

Prestigious awards were pre-
sented to fi ve individuals and or-
ganizations that were described 
as champions for business and 
community development.

The Ambassador of the Year 
Award, sponsored by Phelps 
Dunbar LLP, was presented to 
Tonya Ware, project director for 

ReadyNation Mississippi. Ware 
was recognized for her dedica-
tion and sacrifi ce of time, in 
support of GJCP, by attending 
chamber events and participat-
ing in member development and 
retention activities. 

The Pat Yarborough Volunteer 
of the Year Award, sponsored 
by BKD LLP, was presented to 
Harold Hart, owner and execu-
tive designer at Elim’s Art Con-
cepts, Inc. Hart was recognized 
for contributing an extensive 
amount of time and resources to 
bring about positive change to 
the community. 

The Business of the Year 
Award, sponsored by C Spire, 
was presented to Visit Jackson 
for their amazing work in pro-
moting the capital city and re-
gion as a premier destination for 
tourists. 

The Lifetime Achievement 
Award, sponsored by Nucor 
Steel Jackson, Inc.  was pre-
sented to Alon Bee, a retired 
Regions banking executive who 
also served as interim president 
for GJCP. Bee was honored for 
his commitment to building 
stronger communities through 
partnerships and collaboration.

The fi nal award was the Ex-
cellence in Diversity Award, 
sponsored by Neel-Schaffer. It 
was presented to Continental 
Tire for their consistent demon-
stration of excellence in diver-
sity, equity and inclusion initia-
tives within their organization’s 
culture and employee makeup, 
in the community and through 
their collaborative partnerships 

Joseph Moss, president of 
the southeast region for Ban-
corpSouth, served as GJCP’s 
2020 chairman of the board. 

I was not quite three years 
old, and living in the White 
Mountains of New Hamp-
shire, on what would become 
forever known as – Bloody 
Sunday. When I grew older, I 
started learning of the historic 
March for Voting Rights, from 
Selma to Montgomery, on 
March 7, 1965. Even from a 
distance of 1,400 miles away, 
that basic knowledge of the 
march began to migrate to my 
heart, where it has remained. 
But today, today my feet have 
joined my head and my heart.

Today I walked across the 
Edmund Pettus Bridge for the 
fi rst time, 57 years after that 
ugly day.

Vice President Kamala Har-
ris is here, and giants of civil 
rights such as Rev. Jesse Jack-
son, Rev. Al Sharpton, Rev. 
William Barber and Marcia 
Fudge, the current HUD Sec-
retary and former Ohio con-
gresswoman and member of 
the Black Congressional Cau-
cus.

Joining them were Sher-
rilyn Ifi ll, president of the 
NAACP Legal Defense and 
Education Fund, Inc., Miguel 
Cardona, Secretary of Educa-
tion, Pete Buttigieg, Secretary 
of Transportation, a host of 
other dignitaries, and thou-
sands upon thousands of citi-
zens; somewhere between six 
and seven thousand according 
to those who had been to pre-
vious marches.

While many eyes were fo-
cused on the speakers, my 
thoughts return to the men 
and women who were beaten, 
bloodied, tear-gassed and ter-
rorized by the all-white Ala-
bama State troopers.

The late Georgia congress-
man, then the chairman of 
SNCC (Student Nonviolent 

Coordinating Committee) 
John Lewis and Rev. Hosea 
Williams of the SCLC (South-
ern Christian Leadership Con-
ference) led the 600+ march-
ers.

Central to that March was 
the right to register and vote – 
while black. The 14th Amend-
ment and the 15th Amend-
ment had proved to be empty 
words; especially in the Jim 
Crow South, and certainly 
in Dallas County, Alabama. 
Even the Civil Rights Acts 
of 1957, 1960, and 1964 had 
done little to stem the blatant 
and sometimes deadly oppres-
sion that led to Bloody Sun-
day. 

The presence of TV cam-
eras recording the violence 
of Bloody Sunday served to 
garner support for the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965, nine-
ty-fi ve years after the 15th 
Amendment.

Forty-eight years later, in 
2013, the Supreme Court 
struck down parts of the Vot-
ing Rights Act. By removing 
the preclearance requirement, 
the Justice Department could 
no longer block discrimina-
tory voting laws before they 
were implemented. Today 
nearly half the States are at-
tempting to change election 
laws to suppress voting and 
even subvert elections them-
selves.

Under fi libuster rules, The 
John Lewis Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act has been halt-
ed by lack of suffi cient votes 
in the Senate. The House 
passed it last August. It boils 
down to a dozen senators pre-
venting it’s passing into law 
in the Senate, and thereby 
millions of ‘We the People’ 
are being denied access to 
the ballot box. The will of the 

Vice President Kamala Harris 
visited Selma, Alabama Sunday 
to commemorate a defining 
moment in the fight for equal 
voting rights, even as congres-
sional efforts to restore the 
landmark 1965 Voting Rights 
Act have faltered.

Under a blazing blue sky, 
Harris linked arms with rank-
and-file activists from the civil 
rights movement and led thou-
sands across the bridge where, 
on March 7, 1965, white state 
troopers attacked black voting 
rights marchers attempting to 
cross. The images of violence 
at the Edmund Pettus Bridge 
– originally named for a Con-
federate general – shocked the 
nation and helped galvanize 
support for passage of the Vot-
ing Rights Act.

Harris called the site hal-
lowed ground where people 
fought for the “most fundamen-
tal right of American citizen-
ship: the right to vote.’’

“Today, we stand on this 
bridge at a different time,’’ Har-
ris said in a speech before the 

gathered crowd. “We again, 
however, find ourselves caught 
in between. Between injustice 
and justice. Between disap-
pointment and determination. 
Still in a fight to form a more 
perfect union. And nowhere is 
that more clear than when it 
comes to the ongoing fight to 
secure the freedom to vote.’’

The nation’s first female vice 
president – as well as the first 
African American and Indian 
American in the role – spoke of 
marchers whose “peaceful pro-
test was met with crushing vio-
lence. They were kneeling when 
the state troopers charged. They 
were praying when the billy 

clubs struck.’’
Police beat and tear-gassed 

the marchers, fracturing the 
skull of young activist John 
Lewis, a lion of the civil rights 
movement who went on to a 
long and celebrated career as a 
Georgia congressman.

President Joe Biden on Sun-
day renewed his call for the 
passage of voting legislation, 
saying the groundbreaking 
1965 Voting Rights Act “has 
been weakened not by brute 
force, but by insidious court de-
cisions.’’

The proposed legislation is 
named for Lewis, who died in 
2020, and is part of a broader 
elections package that col-
lapsed in the U.S. Senate earlier 
this year.

“In Selma, the blood of John 
Lewis and so many other cou-
rageous Americans sanctified 
a noble struggle. We are deter-
mined to honor that legacy by 
passing legislation to protect 
the right to vote and uphold 
the integrity of our elections,’’ 
Biden said in a statement.

Democrats have been unsuc-
cessfully trying to update the 

landmark law and pass addi-
tional measures to make it more 
convenient for people to vote. 
A key provision of the law was 
tossed out by a U.S. Supreme 
Court decision in 2013.

Among those gathered Sun-
day were rank-and-file activists 
from the 1965 march. Harris 
walked across the bridge be-
side Charles Mauldin, who was 
sixth in line behind Lewis on 
Bloody Sunday and was beaten 
with a night stick.

Two women who fled the vio-
lence said having a black wom-
an as vice president seemed un-
imaginable 57 years ago.

“That’s why we marched,’’ 
said Betty Boynton, the daugh-
ter-in-law of voting rights ac-
tivist Amelia Boynton.

``I was at the tail end and all 
of the sudden I saw these hors-
es. Oh my goodness, and all of 
the sudden ... I saw smoke. I 
didn’t know what tear gas was. 
They were beating people,’’ 
Boynton said recalling Bloody 
Sunday.

But Boynton said the anni-
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Don’t forget . . . 
Set your clocks 
forward one hour 
before going to bed 
on Saturday night.



Last week, our readers learned that 
Senator David Lee Jordan, who de-
scribes himself as ‘a maladjusted man’ 
to hatred, injustice, evil doings, etc., 
dispelled any rumors of his plan to re-
tire.

Very active in the Civil Rights Move-
ment, he said witnessing such unfair 
treatments of others has always deeply 
disturbed his spirit.

In this fi nal part of the series on the 
historic Senator, The Mississippi Link
explores his humble beginning and life/
career experiences that are the driving 
force behind his relentless desire and 
pursuit for justice for all, especially 
“for my people” as he often adds un-
apologetically.

In the fi rst chapter of his book, From 
the Mississippi Cotton Fields to the 
State Senate, A Memoir (with Robert L. 
Jenkins and Foreword by Mike Espy), 
Jordan, a fi rst-time writer, shared the 
reality around his birth:

“I was born April 3, 1993, in a world 
quite different from the one we know 
today. I was born during a diffi cult era, 
in a decade known as the Great Depres-
sion. It was a period when the world 
saw the longest and deepest depres-
sion experienced by the industrialized 
world. It was clearly a miserable time, 
a period when nearly half of the chil-
dren didn’t have adequate food, shelter, 
or even medical care. In the year of my 
birthday, national unemployment had 
reached its worse point” (p. 21).

The youngest of fi ve children in a 
sharecropper’s home on the Whitting-
ton Plantation in Lefl ore County Mis-
sissippi, Jordan stresses that he was 

determined not to allow dismal, hard, 
and unfair times dictate his future. “I 
was referred to as ‘little nigger Jordan’ 
in reference to being a member of the 
Jordan family,” he says in his book. “It 
was quite degrading to be referred to in 
that manner,” he continued. 

Although a serious struggle to obtain 
amidst cotton picking demands, edu-
cation was key to Jordan’s rise above 
such degradation. “There was a rule 
that children on the plantations couldn’t 
start school until all the cotton was 
picked. The school year lasted from 
December to April. It was already dif-
fi cult learning under the conditions that 
we were subjected to and a short school 
session made it that much harder” (p. 
32). There were no public schools on 
the plantation for African Americans. 

In 1940, he began school in a coun-
try church called Traveler’s Rest at age 
seven. He would later attend one of the 
newly built Rosenwald schools, erected 
by a wealthy Jewish family in the South 
for African-American children. Back 
then seventh grade was considered 

high school. He enrolled in Stone Street 
High School, a public school for blacks 
in the city of Greenwood, but he had to 
start late due cotton picking times. Plus, 
he had also secured a part-time job to 
help his family.

Jordan shared that he and his siblings 
were determined to learn as much as 
they could “in order to prepare for a life 
away from the cotton fi eld.”

That drive and determination for ed-
ucation paid off big for Jordan. He at-
tended Mississippi Valley State Univer-
sity and the University of Wyoming. He 
served as a Mississippi Public School 
science teacher for 33 years. He also 
served on the Greenwood City Council, 
where he has also served has chairman. 
He also served as president and is still 
active in the Greenwood Voters League.

However, the 30-year member of the 
Mississippi Legislature told The Missis-
sippi Link that a crowning achievement 
of life was when he, as a presidential 
elector, during the roll call at the Demo-
cratic National Convention in Denver, 
Co., on Aug. 27, 2008 cast Mississip-
pi’s vote for the fi rst black Democratic 
Party nominee for president, Barack 
Obama, who became the 44th President 
of the United States. President Obama 
was re-elected Nov. 6, 2012 for a sec-
ond term. “It was indeed the highlight 
of my political career,” Jordan said. He 
said he has a huge published photo clip-
ping of him casting that vote as a very 
valuable and endeared keepsake in his 
Greenwood home.

Jordan currently serves in the Missis-
sippi Senate on the following commit-
tees: Drug Policy – Chair, Agriculture, 
County Affairs, Education, Environ-
mental Protection, Conservation and 

Water Resources, Finance, Housing, 
Municipalities and Tourism.

Jordan’s colleague, Sen. Hillman 
Frazier, District 27, said Jordan “brings 
a unique background to the body” 
(Legislature). Frazier referenced Jor-
dan’s background in chemistry. “And, 
because of that background, he was 
appointed chairman of the Drug Policy 
Committee in the State Senate. That’s 
a very important thing.” Jordan’s ex-
pertise is extremely helpful. Frazier be-
lieves Jordan is the fi rst African Ameri-
can to chair the Drug Policy Committee. 

In this interview with The Missis-
sippi Link Jordan explained that the 
federal government hands down new 
drugs each year, and before the state of 
Mississippi can used them, they must 
be approved by the Health Department 
of Mississippi. “Then we have to be 
put the federal regulations pertaining to 
them into law,” Jordan said. “The phar-
macists all have to follow the federal 
regulations. It’s a very important com-
mittee.”

Frazier, who says has been in the 
Mississippi legislature 43 years him-
self, has known Jordan for more than 
30 years. “He has been that long dis-
tance runner,” Frazier said. “He has 
been fi ghting for the little person for 
many, many years in the legislature.”

Jordan’s constituents share similar 
sentiment about his love for serving 
people.

“Senator Jordan has proven time 
after time that he is a senator for the 
people,” said Beulah Greer, executive 
director of the Community Students 
Learning Center (CSLC) of Lexington, 
Mississippi. CSLC is a non-profi t 501 c 
3 organization. “He would always use 

those words: “Senator for the people.”
Espy had prior shared similar sen-

timents in his Foreword of Jordan’s 
book: “Because of his personal sacrifi ce 
during some very menacing times, and 
moreover, because of his victories that 
advanced multiple political civil rights 
causes, David Jordan has more than 
earned the title “A man of the people.”

Jordan, who also served in the U.S. 
Army, has sponsored and championed 
many pieces of legislations during his 
career. All of which he says have been 
in the best interest of the people. 

Two, among many, that he is most 
proud are the changing of the confed-
erate state fl ag and instituting character 
education) (Senate Bill 2121) in the 
schools. “These are just basic prin-
ciples our children need to know. They 
need to know how to say ‘thank you.’ 
They need to know how to appreciate 
compliments. They need to know how 
to persevere, and not just give up and 
wallow in despair simply because they 
have had some shortcomings. They 
need to know how to be respectful,” he 
told The Mississippi Link. “Character 
education is basic principles you need 
to know to be a success.” 

“I had a major part in the changing of 
the state fl ag,” said Jordan. He stressed 
how long and hard they had fought for 
that legislation.

He also shared that he is the process 
of getting a statue done of Emmett Till 
which will be erected in downtown 
Greenwood in honor of his memory. 
It will also be a historical and educa-
tional reminder that Till’s cruel and 
outrageous death, due to racial hatred, 
was not in vain. It was the catalyst that 
sparked the Civil Rights Moment.
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A two-part series: Senator David 
Lee Jordan, ‘a maladjusted man’
Part 2: From a sharecropper’s son to an elector who helped make presidential history

By Gail H.M. Brown, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer 
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His tenure as board chair was one faced with 
unprecedented challenges brought on by CO-
VID-19. Moss spoke to the audience about 
the tenacity and resiliency of the chamber 
staff and board as they navigated through 
unfamiliar and uncertain times, and how ev-
eryone worked together to support existing 
businesses while still working to attract new 
ones.

Jeff Good, 2021 chairman, joined Moss on 
stage and presented him with the Past Chair-
man’s Award for his outstanding leadership 
and service.

Good, president of Mangia Bene Res-
taurant Management Group, discussed the 
chamber’s primary focus on economic devel-
opment, quality of life and diversity, equity 
and inclusion. He explained these three areas 

serve as the foundation to lift our communi-
ties and elevate them for generations to come.

As part of the ceremonial passing of the 
gavel, Good welcomed 2022 Chairperson 
La’Verne Edney to the stage. Edney, who is a 
partner at Butler Snow, LLP Law Firm, is the 
fi rst African-American female to chair GJCP 
in its 142-year history.

Edney expressed her commitment to carry 
out the three-pronged agenda established by 
Good: Increasing knowledge around diver-
sity; equity & inclusion; and creating places 
and spaces where diverse people and busi-
nesses can thrive and excel.

The annual meeting was sponsored by 
corporate partners PraCon Global Invest-
ment, Continental Tire, Entergy Mississippi, 
MWB, Inc. and Butler Snow LLP. 

versary is tempered by fears of the impact 
of new voting restrictions being enacted.

``And now they are trying to take our vot-
ing rights from us. I wouldn’t think in 2022 
we would have to do all over again what we 
did in 1965,’’ Boynton said.

Ora Bell Shannon, 90, of Selma, was a 
young mother during the march and ran 
from the bridge with her children. Ahead 
of Bloody Sunday, she and other black citi-
zens stood in line for days at a time trying to 
register to vote in the then white-controlled 
city, facing impossible voter tests and long 
lines.

“They knew you wouldn’t be able to pass 
the test,’’ Shannon recalled.

The U.S. Supreme Court in 2013 gutted 

a portion of the 1965 law that required cer-
tain states with a history of discrimination 
in voting, mainly in the South, to get U.S. 
Justice Department approval before chang-
ing the way they hold elections.

The supporters of the end of preclearance 
said the requirement – while necessary in 
the 1960s – was was no longer needed. Vot-
ing rights activists have warned the end of 
preclearance is emboldening states to pass 
a new wave of voting restrictions. The pro-
posed Freedom to Vote: John R. Lewis Act 
would restore the preclearance requirement 
and put nationwide standards for how elec-
tions operate – such as making Election 
Day a national holiday and allowing early 
voting nationwide

people and basic civil rights are being usurped 
right under our noses in the broad light of day. 
Justices of the Supreme Court, the Congress 
of the United States, state legislatures, coun-
ty offi cials, city councils, and school boards 
all exercise their right to vote and have them 
counted but the vote of – We the People – con-
tinues to be negotiable in ‘The Land of the 
Free, The Home of The Brave.’

Today, under the mostly sunny skies of Sel-
ma, no one was beaten, bloodied or terrorized 
by law enforcement. Today, thousands sym-
bolically marched across the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge, encumbered only by long-winded 
speeches and select groups whose photo ops 
were so important that it took 45 minutes after 
the speeches ended to open the gates where 
regular people could begin their own personal 
march, a pilgrim  age for many. 

Today there were no Confederate fl ags in 
sight. Among the many speeches, a few mes-
sages stood out: Reverend William Barber, 
fi ery from start to fi nish, stated, “Our dead-
line is victory. We don’t stop until we win.” 
Sherrilyn Ifi ll stated, “We must honor the foot 
soldiers – get involved.” Marcia Fudge stated 
words to the effect that she knows it’s hot out 

there and I’m not gonna stand here for more 
pages – “I love you Selma,” and Vice Presi-
dent Harris, who was introduced by the cur-
rent Miss Alabama State University, Kendra 
Angion, fi rmly stated that she had come to 
Selma today to say Thank You. She reminded 
us that freedom and democracy can never be 
taken for granted, and that we must keeping 
shouting and making good trouble and march-
ing until victory is won.

From the top of the bridge, and on both 
sides, I looked down into the Alabama River 
and watched the fl ow and was struck by the 
swirling circles. Perhaps that’s normal for wa-
ters around bridges, but I saw a pausing, kind 
of like slo-mo – let us never ever forget Selma 
– is what it said to me.

The powerlessness I felt after crossing 
the bridge and driving back to Jackson from 
Selma was numbing. Yet my mind returned to 
those foot soldiers, and I quickly resolved to 
do more. In the words of John Lewis, “Those 
of us who are committed to the cause of jus-
tice need to pace ourselves because the strug-
gle does not last for one day, one week, or one 
year, but it is the struggle of a lifetime, and 
each generation must do its part.”

Bridge
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The Rev. Jessie Jackson at the commemoration of the 1965 March for Voting rights at the Edmund 
Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama. PHOTOS BY CHRIS YOUNG

Plaque of John Lewis, leader of the 1965 March

Plaque of Amelia Boynton Robinson and Marie Foster, pivitol fi gures at the 1965 Selma march

Plaque of Rev. Hosea Williams 



Each year the Mississippi As-
sociation of Partners in Educa-
tion (MAPE) select outstanding 
school and community partner-
ships for the Governor’s Award. 
On February 21, 2022 MAPE 
announced that the Lanier High 
School National Alumni Associ-
ation (LHSNAA) was a recipient 
of the 2022 Governor’s Award. 
This is the third consecutive year 
the LHSNAA has received this 
distinguished award.

The goal of LHSNAA is to 
support all aspects of W.H. Lani-
er High School and serve as a 
resource for school leadership, 
families, and students.

The needs of students and 
families during the pandemic 
have been ever-changing. In re-
sponse, LHSNAA’s efforts be-
came dynamic and bridged the 
gap that occurred due to the CO-
VID pandemic, i.e. food insecu-
rity and student athlete scholar-
ship needs.

While continuing to make an 
annual fi nancial contribution to 
support Lanier High School, the 
association continues to identify 
community partners to expand 

the reach of services to make a 
greater and more meaningful im-
pact.

The highlight of the work by 
LHSNAA is the ability to sustain 
its’ projects by seeking out like-
minded, long-term partnerships. 
Each service provided in 2020 
was not only continued in 2021 
but expanded upon.

LHSNAA will continue to fol-
low best practices procedures in 
the day-to-day operations of LH-
SNAA.

Alvin Thomas, LHSNA board 
member, stated the organization 
is very appreciative of the fol-
lowing partners who assisted 
them with their objectives:

University of Mississippi 
Medical Center School of Nurs-
ing, Children’s of Mississippi 
Community Outreach Program, 
Ms. State Department of Health 
Dentistry Program, Farish Street 
Community of Shalom, U Sew 
Nice, Stanley Weakley & As-
sociates, Jackson Medical Mall 
Foundation, Lanier High School 
Health Clinic, Footprint Farms, 
United Healthcare and the fi fteen 
hundred devoted and loyal mem-
bers of LHSNAA.
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Nay Ruth Manyfi eld
May 30, 1933 - February 25, 2022

Clara Lee Herron
Aug. 20, 1937- Feb.  23, 2022

“I have fought a good fi ght, I have fi nished 
my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteous-
ness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, 
but unto all them also that love his appear-
ing.” 2 Timothy 4: 7-8 

Nay Ruth Montgomery Manyfi eld was 
born May 30, 1933, in Learned, Mississippi 
to Camie Montgomery and Elnora Foster 
Montgomery. She confessed Christ at an ear-
ly age, and joined Welcome Missionary Bap-
tist Church of Learned, Mississippi. After re-
locating to Jackson, Mississippi, she united 
in membership with the Greater Saint James 
Missionary Baptist Church in Jackson.

She received her education in the Hinds 
County School System, beginning with pri-
mary and elementary school at Welcome 
School and continued her high school edu-
cation at Utica Institute, Utica, Mississippi. 
Nay Ruth worked in the cafeteria at Jackson 
State University until she retired.

On August 20, 1955, Nay Ruth was united 
in holy matrimony to Bennie Manyfi eld. This 
union was blessed with one daughter, Melva 
Jean Manyfi eld.

Throughout her 88 years of life, Nay Ruth 
Montgomery Manyfi eld touched lives wher-
ever she went. Kind, thoughtful, loving and 
giving, she won the hearts of many with her 
unmatched history of family roots and her 
keen memory of past events. As an excel-
lent cook, her delicious dishes were always 
sought after on special occasions.

Nay Ruth loved the Lord and delighted in 
discussing His amazing blessings and prom-
ises with others.

On Friday morning, February 25, 2022, 
God called Nay Ruth Manyfi eld from 
earthly labor where she is now “asleep in 
Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 4:14b.

Her parents, Camie Montgomery and 
Elnora Foster McClelland, spouse, Bennie 
Manyfi eld, daughter, Melva Jean Many-
fi eld Townes and granddaughter, Adrienne 
preceded her in death. Nay Ruth leaves to 
cherish her memories, four grandchildren: 
Dennis Townes (Initra) Utica, Mississippi; 
Camie Townes (Lacoya) Loganville, Geor-
gia; Amber Tatum (Kenny) Pearl, Mississip-
pi; and Christopher Townes (Jocelyn) Bran-
don, Mississippi; six great grandchildren, 
two goddaughters: Patricia Cloy of Jackson, 
Mississippi, and Marilyn Alexander-Turner, 
Vidalia, Louisiana; godson, Worth Thom-
as of Madison, Mississippi and god sister, 
Wilma Morris, Jackson, Mississippi; special 
cousins, Martha Ree Montgomery, and Alma 
Fisher, both of Jackson, Mississippi and 
Robin Robinson, Utica, Mississippi; special 
classmate and neighbor, Doris Young, Utica, 
Mississippi; and a host of relatives, friends 
and the Greater St. James M.B. Church fam-
ily. 

This is the story of the beautiful spirit of a woman, 
how she lived and the legacy of pride and love that 
she leaves her family.

Clara Lee Higgins Herron, the youngest of four 
children born to the late Armon and Irene Dixon Hig-
gins, began her life on August 20, 1937 in Learned, 
Mississippi. She was united in holy matrimony with 
Darrel Hugh Herron on December 16, 1977.

Her husband, Darrel, brother, Armon James Hig-
gins, Sr., and sister, Mae Julia Higgins Brocks, pre-
ceded her in death.

Clara accepted Christ at an early age and united 
with Antioch MB Church. She later moved her mem-
bership to Oak Grove MB Church where she served 
as a mother of the church. She was an active member 
and loved to beautify the church with fl owers and 
decorations.

Clara loved family and encouraged them to stay 
together as illustrated by planning a yearly memorial 
to celebrate her nephew Armon Jr.’s life and encour-
aging everyone to come.

She attended Burleigh Hamilton and Utica Insti-
tute Hinds Co. A.H.S. and Junior College in Utica, 
Mississippi. She obtained her Bachelors of Arts De-

gree in Elementary Education in 1959 and her Mas-
ters of Arts Degree in Librarian Science. Clara also 
received her Golden Diploma during the Jackson 
State University Commencement Ceremony on May 
8, 2009.

Clara’s professional career began as a teacher at 
Mt. Mariah Elementary School and continued as a 
second grade teacher at Mixon Elementary School. 
She shifted her career choice and became the librari-
an for Mixon Elementary School until her retirement 
in 1986.

A beautiful and faithful life came to a pause at  her 
home on February 23,  2022 shortly   after 5:00 a.m.

Clara was an awesome role model. She was a 
model wife and caregiver, sister and second mother 
to many. Clara was an outstanding educator, a won-
derful friend and a blessing to those who knew her. 
She was a devoted daughter who cared for both of 
her parents until they went home to be with the Lord. 
When her sister Mae Julia became ill, Clara dropped 
everything to be   at her side. These are just a few 
examples of Clara’s love and devotion.

Clara loved gardening. She had a “green thumb” 
and grew beautiful fl owers that were admired by 
many. She enjoyed dining out, watching game shows 
and basketball games.

Clara will continue to live through those who cher-
ish her memories: her sister, Annie Belle Higgins of 
Utica, Mississippi; uncle, Alonzo (Rose) Higgins of 
Detroit, Michigan; sister-in-law, Lynoris Marie Hig-
gins of Utica, Mississippi; nieces: Carolyn Higgins 
of Jackson, Mississippi; Alma (Connie) Dixon of 
Jackson, Mississippi; Beverly Dianne (Eric) Hodge 
of Milton, Florida; Josie (Bobby) Latham of Jack-
son, Mississippi; and Beverly Brocks of Lansing, 
Michigan; nephews: Carl Wayne Brocks of Rich-
mond, California; Charles (Barbara) Higgins of 
Hazlehurst, Mississippi; Michael (Adriana) Higgins 
of Ellenwood, Georgia and many great nieces, great 
nephews, cousins and friends. Clara loved and cher-
ished her godson, Anthony Davis; riding-buddy, Ha-
zel Caston; friend, Beverly Kelker Dixon; and god-
daughter, Jacquelyn Wright-Lewis.

LHSNAA wins the 
Governor’s Award

Board members, offi cers and volunteers of LHSNAA.  PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON

Manyfi eld Herron

In Memoriam In Memoriam 



The same Mississippi Leg-
islature that proclaimed racial 
reconciliation after removing 
the Confederate battle emblem 
from the state fl ag nearly two 
years ago passed a bill Thurs-
day to limit how race can be 
discussed in classrooms.

Several black legislators said 
during the six-hour debate that 
the bill could squelch honest 
discussion about the harmful 
effects of racism because par-
ents could complain if history 
lessons make white children 
uncomfortable.

Democratic Rep. Chris Bell 
of Jackson opposed the bill. He 
said some people support it be-
cause they are fearful of black 
people and are fearful of when 
white people will no longer be 
in the majority.

“In Mississippi, we always 
tend to live in the land of pur-
gatory of the most negative 
things around. This bill adds 
to that purgatory,” Bell said.

The Republican-controlled 
House voted 75-43 to pass 
Senate Bill 2113. It will go to 
Republican Gov. Tate Reeves, 
who has pledged to sign it into 
law.

The bill’s short title says it 
would prohibit “critical race 
theory.’’ But the main text of 

the bill does not mention or 
defi ne the theory, and many 
supporters of the bill also have 
said they cannot defi ne it.

The bill says no school, 
community college or univer-
sity could teach that any “sex, 
race, ethnicity, religion or na-
tional origin is inherently su-
perior or inferior.’’

Democratic Rep. Zakiya 

Summers of Jackson said she 
has been told by some col-
leagues that the bill does noth-
ing substantial but it gives 
them a talking point at election 
time.

“Censoring teachers, dis-
mantling education bit by bit, 
attempting to erase the past, 
refusing to acknowledge the 
hurt and the horror and the hei-

nous acts that have been done 
to my people and then hiding 
behind this ‘inferior versus su-
perior’ argument – that’s what 
this bill will do,’’ Summers 
said.

No legislators gave speeches 
in support of the bill. Repub-
lican Rep. Joey Hood of Ack-
erman, who is white, did not 
defi ne critical race theory as 

he explained the bill Thursday.
“History will continue to 

be taught – American history, 
Civil War history, Mississippi 
history,’’ Hood said.

When the bill passed the Re-
publican-controlled Senate in 
January, all of the black sena-
tors withheld their votes and 
walked out in protest.

Republicans across the 
country have been raising 
money by saying critical race 
theory is a threat and multiple 
Republican-led states have 
banned or limited the teaching 
of critical race theory or simi-
lar concepts through laws or 
administrative actions.

Critical race theory is an 
academic framework that ex-
amines how racism has shaped 
public policy and institutions 
such as the legal system, and 
how those have perpetuated 
the dominance of white people 
in society.

State Superintendent of Edu-
cation Carey Wright said criti-
cal race theory is not taught 
in Mississippi schools. The 
University of Mississippi law 
school offers an elective class 
on the theory.

Mississippi has the highest 
percentage of black residents 
of any state – about 38%. 
Along with other states in the 

Deep South, including neigh-
boring Alabama, it was a cru-
cible of the civil rights move-
ment.

All House votes for the bill 
on Thursday came from white 
Republicans. Of those vot-
ing against it, 39 are black 
Democrats, two are white 
Democrats, one is a black in-
dependent and one is a white 
independent. Four white law-
makers did not vote – two Re-
publicans, one Democrat and 
one independent.

Republican House Speaker 
Philip Gunn led efforts to 
change the state fl ag in 2020, 
saying the Confederate sym-
bol was hurtful to many. Vot-
ers approved a new fl ag that 
features a magnolia, and legis-
lators put the new design into 
law in early 2021.

Gunn supported the bill 
Thursday, and immediately 
after it passed, he commended 
the House for having a respect-
ful debate.

Gunn, who has been a leader 
in his Baptist church, also led 
the House in prayer and said 
representatives often face dif-
fi cult issues, including the one 
Thursday. He asked God for 
“healing” and said: “We pray 
that you would not allow this 
to create division.”
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Jackson State University student Javon 
Blair plans to enact change in the world as 
the recipient of a Black Lives Matter Mis-
sissippi (BLMMS) internship.

Born in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, and raised 
in Houston, Blair is a junior accounting ma-
jor. He shared that his passion is to serve 
his community. After watching the 2016 
presidential election, he became inspired to 
invest more in social issues. He found him-
self at JSU, which he considers his second 
home, organizing various events from the 
Keep Your Hands Off My Body March to 
the Men’s Empowerment Luncheon.

BLMMS reached out to Blair after the 
success of the luncheon. The event was a 
safe space for the black men on JSU’s cam-
pus to speak about mental health and re-
ceive assistance to achieve their goals. The 
first BLMMS event Blair took part in was 
the MLK Day of Action & Remembrance. 
The panel was held on various social me-
dia platforms and focused on voting rights.

“The panel was designed for the radi-
cal king, (like) Martin Luther King Jr. He 
sacrifi ced his life on so many fronts,” said 
Blair. “I had to speak on the instances of 
fi ghting beside the radical kings of my 
generation, whether it is protecting voting 
rights, ending mass incarceration or lifting 
impoverished people out of poverty.”

As of now, Blair’s focus is preparing for 
the upcoming midterm elections and en-
couraging everyone to vote with his motto, 
“Can’t stop. Won’t stop.”

“What’s next for me is making sure that 
we prepare for the 2022 Midterm Elections. 
I’m going to make sure again, though, that 
we include my people. I’m doing voter reg-
istration drives, but not just me. I’m going 
to make sure I have people working with 
me like Black Lives Matter to make sure 
that we keep voters informed,” said Blair.

The Margaret Walker 
Center invites proposals 
for papers, presentations, 
and panels for the hybrid 
16th Annual Creative Arts 
& Scholarly Engagement 
(CASE) Festival, scheduled 
for Friday and Saturday, 
April 8 & 9, 2022.

The 2022 CASE Festival 
will focus on music through 
the broad theme of Past, 
Present & Future: A Legacy 
in Music.

Proposals must be submit-
ted by Saturday, March 12, 
2022. 

This year, CASE will host 
a discussion with Mississip-
pi and Jackson State music 
legends Cassandra Wilson, 
Nellie Mack and Rhonda 
Richmond, as well as perfor-
mances by the JSU Depart-
ment of Music.

Although the focus is on 
music, the organizers wel-
come proposals from high 
school, undergraduate and 
graduate students on any 
topic.

As a continuing conse-
quence of COVID-19, the 
Spring 2022 CASE will be 
a hybrid event: held both in 
person on the JSU campus 
and virtually via the MWC’s 
Facebook, YouTube and 
Zoom platforms. Additional 
info regarding the virtual 
format and event registration 
will be shared in the new 
year.

Proposal submissions 
should be 250-500 words, 
include a title and name of 
the participant’s school, and 
should fi t in one of four cat-
egories:

1. Poetry/Spoken Word 
(10-15-minute presentations 
in original storytelling or 
poetry, including brief com-
ments about inspiration &/or 
form of the work)

2. Visual Arts (up to 3 
pieces of artwork in any me-
dia with 10-minute presenta-
tions)

3. Written (8-to-10-page 
essays with 20-minute pre-
sentations)

4. Performing Arts 
(10-minute dance, musical, 
and theatrical presentations).

In the case of panel pro-
posals, please submit the 
names of the participants 
and provide a brief synopsis 

of the panel’s topic and pro-
vide individual paper or pre-
sentation proposals.

To submit a proposal, 
please send a document in 
Microsoft Word or Adobe 
PDF to mwa@jsums.edu.

Note that the best essay by 
a JSU student on the “Black 
experience in the Ameri-
can South” will receive the 
$1,000 Margaret Walker An-
nual Award. Submissions for 
the Margaret Walker An-
nual Award can be in vari-
ous forms, including literary 
analysis, creative writing, 
research paper, biographi-
cal study, autobiography and 
historical study.

JSU students who would 
like to be considered for 
this award must submit 
their 8-to-10-page essays 
by Thursday, March 17, and 
present their papers during 
the CASE Festival on Satur-
day, April 9.

We will also present the 
annual $300 Doris Derby 
Visual Arts and Social Jus-
tice Award to three students 
at any level from any institu-
tion whose contribution best 
refl ects this year’s CASE 
Festival theme in the cat-
egory of visual arts, includ-
ing painting, drawing, print-
making, sculpture, ceramics, 
photography, video, fi lm-
making, design and crafts.

As a former staff member 
of Margaret Walker’s Black 
Studies Institute (today the 
Margaret Walker Center), 
Derby contributed to some 
of the groundbreaking con-
ferences hosted at Jackson 
State that served as inspira-
tion for the CASE Festival, 
and she created this award to 
inspire others to give back.

Students must present 
their artwork during the 
CASE Festival on Saturday, 
April 9, to be eligible for the 
award.

Winners for all awards 
will be announced during 
the Closing Ceremony for 
the 2022 CASE Festival.

For more information, 
contact the Margaret Walker 
Center (mwa@jsums.edu or 
601-979-3935) or the Confer-
ence Coordinators, Dr. Hel-
en crump (helen.j.crump@
jsums.edu) and Dr. Robert 
Luckett (robert.luckett@
jsums.edu).

JROTC Cadet Jequireon 
Johnson is the 2022-23 JPS 
Cadet of the Year. Johnson has 
been promoted to the rank of 
Cadet Colonel and will serve 
as the JPS JROTC Brigade 
Commander for the 2022-2023 
school year.

A junior at Callaway High 
School, Johnson currently 
serves as the 4th Battalion Ex-
ecutive Offi cer. Cadet Johnson 
is an extraordinary person, out-
standing scholar and leader. He 
is highly dedicated, goal-orient-
ed, and will work diligently on 
what he is passionate about. 

When his mind is set on a 
specifi c outcome, he will strive 
for perfection and take the re-
sponsibility of working hard 
until his goal is met. One of his 
short-term goals is to gradu-
ate in the top 10 of his class 
and continue to increase his 3.7 
GPA to become a nurse.

He has been very active with-
in JROTC for three consecutive 
years and, before that, he at-
tended Kirksey Middle School. 

At Callaway High School, he 
participates in the National Jr. 
Honor Society, the JROTC Drill 
Team, the Charger Bolt.

Jequireon has performed var-
ious acts of community service, 

such as feeding the homeless 
at Stewpot, visiting the elderly 
at nursing homes. He also par-
ticipated in the Jackson State 
University Interdisciplinary 

Center of Nanotoxicity STEM 
Leadership Academy Summer 
Institute.

He believes that to be a suc-
cessful leader, you’ll need to 

respect authority, have an ethi-
cal mindset 24/7, and have the 
courage to take on new respon-
sibilities and face new challeng-
es every day in life.
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Here are some tips that can 
help increase your life expec-
tancy. If you follow my column 
you know most of them:

Get married
A 2013 study published in 

Annals of Behavioral Medicine
stated that baby boomers that 
stayed married are less likely 
to die early than their single 
counterparts. But another study 
found that if your partner is 
younger you lived even longer. 
100-year-old Daisy Dunnett 
says she owes her longevity to 
having a younger husband. If it 
doesn’t work out stay social.

Have more sex
A study of 1,165 middle-aged 

men published in the American 
Journal of Cardiology in 2010 
found that having sex once a 
month or less is linked with a 
45 percent higher risk of heart 
disease than having sex two to 
three times a week. The study 
didn’t say how much is too 
much.

Wash your hands
Hand washing could save 

more lives worldwide than any 
vaccine or other medical inter-
vention according to the CDC. 
If you wash your hands with 
soap and water you will remove 
more disease causing organisms 
than if you wash your hands 
with water alone. If you fi nd 
that your soap causes skin irri-
tation change it. All soaps have 
a different pH level. Find one 
that is neutral. Soaps that are 
alkaline, acidic, contain dyes or 
have perfumes can cause irrita-
tion. Changing your soap will 

help. It’s better to use liquid 
soap than bar soap, especially 
at work. Bar soap is better than 
no soap. Antibacterial soap is 
unnecessary and does not of-
fer any advantage over regular 
soap. “Still shaking hands? Be 
aware of the handshake.”

Be rich. Hit the Lottery
Having a lot of money means 

you have a better chance of liv-
ing to 100, according to a study 
published in the JAMA journal
in 2019. This study concluded 

that rich people have better ac-
cess to education, health care 
and a lower risk of violent 
crime. Remember money can’t 
buy you happiness.

Get a pet
Both cat and dog owners 

tend to live longer than petless 
people. A study published in the 
Journal of Vascular and Inter-
ventional Neurology in 2009 
found that owning a cat could 
cut your risk of heart attack by 
nearly one-third. A 2017 study 

published in the journal Scien-
tifi c Reports found that people 
who owned dogs reduced their 
risk of death by 11 percent.

U.S. households own 85.8 
million cat and 77.8 million 
dogs. U.S. households also own 
in order fi sh, rabbits, turtles, 
reptiles, hamsters, guinea pigs, 
snakes, rodents, ferrets and a 
host of other animals. We love 
our pets but they can make us 
sick if we’re not careful.

If you have any pet you 

should be careful living with 
your pet. To protect yourself try 
these tips:

Wash your hands after han-
dling your pet.

Clean your pet’s living area 
regularly.

Take your pet to the vet regu-
larly.

Don’t sleep with your pet.
Visit animal parks with cau-

tion.
Make sure you change you 

pet’s water daily.
Also keep in mind that just 

because it’s a therapy animal 
doesn’t make it safe.

Live in a blue state
The US States with the high-

est life expectancy were Demo-
crat-leaning in presidential elec-
tions, according to a 2018 study 
published in the JAMA journal. 
If you can’t move to Hawaii 
move to a Democratic state. 
Does that mean that Democrats 
live longer than Republicans?

Work hard, but not too long
A hardworking personality 

trait extends life by an average 
of two to three years, accord-
ing to research cited in The 
Longevity Project. Don’t work 
for a jerk. Research indicates 
that being bullied and unduly 
stressed at work can lead to se-
rious health consequences. Re-
searchers followed middle aged 
workers and after taking other 
risk factors for depression into 
account, found that workers on 
the job for 11 hours or more 
each day are twice as likely to 
suffer from depression as those 
who worked just seven  to eight 
hours daily.

Researchers also looked at 

the physical, mental, emotional 
and social effects of working 
beyond your standard 40 hours 
a week. Their fi ndings conclud-
ed that working more than 10 
hours a day is associated with 
a 60 percent increase in risk of 
cardiovascular issues. Studies 
showed that the more frequently 
men took vacations the longer 
they lived.

Get preventative care
A study published in the 

Scandinavian Journal of Pub-
lic Health in 2007 followed 
2,000 30- to 49-year-olds over 
a period of 15 years. The re-
searchers found that the 30- to 
49-year-olds who had regular 
preventative care experienced a 
“signifi cantly greater” lifespan 
than those who didn’t. 

Some have suggested that if 
you are healthy and under 50 
you only need a check-up ev-
ery 3 years. I don’t recommend 
doing that. Everyone should 
get an exam by a health profes-
sional every year no matter how 
healthy they think they are. It’s 
one of the best preventive mea-
sures we have to stay healthy.

Quit smoking
I’ve written dozens of articles 

on why you should quit smok-
ing. If you need to see a study 
that shows smoking cigarettes 
is bad, a study published in The 
Lancet followed 1.3 million 
people between 1996 and 2001 
showed that giving up cigarettes 
helped subjects live 10 years 
longer than if they’d continued 
smoking. 

No matter how long you live 
or want to live, enjoy your life 
as it happens.

It would be an understate-
ment to say that Charles Smith 
of Madison, Miss., has expe-
rienced tragedy in his life. In 
1985, Charles’s mother died at 
the relatively young age of 58 
because of underlying condi-
tions of poor health and obesity. 
In the years that followed, two 
of his sisters died at ages 54 and 
52, of kidney disease and can-
cer. Charles watched each of 
these women struggle with poor 
diet and obesity, and saw their 
lives cut short as a result. 

Just a few weeks ago, 
Charles’s brother died of CO-
VID-19.

The expected response to 
such loss would be anger and 
sadness, and while Charles ad-
mits that there have been bouts 
of grief and anger, he generally 
approaches life with a sense of 
hope and optimism. In fact, he 
is very active helping his family 
and community adopt healthier 
eating habits so that they can 
improve their health and live 
longer, fuller lives.

Charles’s effort to improve his 
diet began 20 years ago at his 
church, New Horizon Church 
International, where he and his 
wife Gail serve as children’s 
pastors. After a one-month no-

meat fast, Charles experienced 
a new level of energy and never 
returned to eating meat.

In the years that followed, he 
removed more animal products 
from his diet, going from a pes-
catarian, consuming fi sh and 
dairy products, to vegetarian, 
and fi nally, vegan. “If you know 
me, you know that when I’m 
done, I’m done,” Charles says. 
“Now, my family and people 
around me see my pattern of 

eating and see me work out, and 
my eating routine is drawing 
them closer.” By “drawing them 
closer,” Charles explains that 
his family watches him cook 
and enjoys trying new dishes. 
His wife, who had sworn off 
tofu, recently tried tofu scram-
ble and it is now one of her fa-
vorite dishes.

In recent months, Charles has 
expanded from teaching cook-
ing at his church to reaching 

even more people. He became 
a certifi ed instructor with Food 
for Life, a nutrition education 
and cooking class program 
sponsored by the Physicians 
Committee, in December 2021. 
Why? “I love having energy 
and good-tasting food,” Charles 
says. “Cooking helps me attract 
people rather than them feeling 
like I am pushing something. 
Rather than me telling you, let 
me show you.”

Charles has been doing both 
online virtual classes as well as 
small group in-person classes, 
which he prefers. “I want them 
to be able to taste the food,” he 
says. “My wife converted just 
like that and that is a real testi-
mony to me. I’m excited about 
the possibilities.”

In part because of his concern 
about his family’s and commu-
nity’s eating habits, Charles is 
participating in The Food for 
Life: African American Cu-
linary Heritage series, plant-
based nutrition and cooking 
classes that began in January 
2022. The six-week course is 
designed to honor and explore 
the history of African-Ameri-
can culinary traditions.

The course also helps par-
ticipants seeking to prevent or 
overcome high blood pressure, 
heart disease, type 2 diabetes, 
and other health conditions that 
disproportionately affect Afri-
can Americans.

“In the beginning, our cul-
ture created meals based on 
what they had,” he explains. 
“Though they did a good job 
fi nding something to fi ll them, 
to avoid hunger, what it was do-
ing was creating generational 
disease and the biggest one was 
obesity.”

Charles is exactly right though 
that there is reason for hope in 
his community and beyond. 
According to a recent Pew Re-
search Center survey, the num-
ber of African Americans who 
identify as vegan or vegetarian 
is more than double the overall 
number of Americans who iden-
tify as vegan or vegetarian.

Research shows the health 
benefi ts of adopting a plant-
based diet for high blood pres-
sure, heart disease, type 2 dia-
betes, and breast, colorectal, 
and prostate cancers, all chronic 
diseases that, due to multiple so-
cioeconomic factors, dispropor-
tionately affect African Ameri-
cans.

Charles refl ects on his moth-
er-in-law’s stay with him and 
his wife a few years ago while 
she was ill with type 2 diabe-
tes. The couple helped her with 
daily medication, including in-
jections, and aided her recovery 
when she ultimately had to have 
a leg amputated.

“My wife’s family has simi-
lar eating habits to my family,” 
Charles says. “It gives me hope 
because there was a time that I 
thought that I was eating right. 
Food For Life allows me to show 
them that there is a better way.”  
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Willie Bailey, 100 year-old war veteran

www.mississippilink.com  THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 7MARCH 10 - 16, 2022

Living to be 100
I have 28 years, 3 months and 23 days to go

Hope and optimism inspire people
to get healthy on a plant-based diet

By Vince Faust 
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“I thought 
she was my 
friend but 
what she 
wrote about 
me on Face-
book proves 
that she was 

never my friend.” I listened 
intently as my student ex-
plained how baffl ed she was 
that a friend who was once 
close to her was now writ-
ing vicious things about her 
online. She said they didn’t 
have a fi ght but noticed when 
she started attending college, 
her friend suddenly became 
critical and negative towards 
her.

My heart went out to her 
because I knew how painful 
that kind of quick relationship 
shift can be. In fact, I’d re-
cently been through remark-
ably similar experiences. Just 
like she was trying to fi gure 

out what went wrong with her 
friend, I also had spent time 
trying to fi gure out what hap-
pened with mine.

I didn’t have an answer for 
her on why it happened, but 
I did offer her what I hoped 
was an encouraging word 
on how to handle it. And the 
word was simply: Soar!

I shared with her that rather 
than focus on the hurts from 
the past, she needed to focus 
on her future. Like the eagle 
that soars using the adverse 
winds to take it higher, she 
could soar higher, if she kept 
the right attitude.

Having the right attitude 
would help her soar above the 
hurtful words. Rather than 
fi ght words with words, I en-
couraged her to do like the 
eagle and use the opposition 
to go higher.

Hater. That was the best 
way to describe her former 
friend. Simply put, haters 
are jealous people who make 

your life and the lives of 
those you love miserable. Un-
able to celebrate the success 
of others, angry and envious 
haters want to bring others 
down a notch and expose 
their fl aws. R & B recording 
artist Jill Scott even touched 
on it in her song “Hate on Me 
“when she sang, “You cannot 
hate on me ‘cause my mind is 
free, Feel my destiny, so shall 
it be.”

It’s like eagles and chick-
ens. Once grown, eagles 
gracefully soar alone at high 
altitudes. On the other hand, 
non-fl ying chickens do their 
best to survive the rooster-
dominated pecking order of 
who is the most important.

Eagles can see forward and 
to the side at the same time 
which helps them fi nd food. 
Chickens spend a good deal 
of their time looking down 
at the ground looking for 
their food. Just like eagles 
and chickens don’t naturally 

spend time together, haters 
and those they hate don’t ei-
ther. Amos 3:3 says, “Can 
two walk together, unless 
they are agreed?” It’s insane 
to expect someone who is 
jealous of you to support you.

Rearrange the letters in 
“hater” and you get…heart. 
You can choose to be a hater. 
Or you can rearrange your 
life, soarå and show that you 
have heart. When people sud-
denly shift out of your life, 
it’s a perfect opportunity for 
God to put the people in your 
life who can support not only 
where you are but where your 
destiny will take you.

Shewanda Riley is the au-
thor of “Love Hangover: 
Moving From Pain to Pur-
pose After a Relationship 
Ends” and “Writing to the 
Beat of God’s Heart: A Book 
of Prayers for Writers.” 
Email preservedbypurpose@
gmail.com or Twitter @she-
wanda.

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Soaring above 
the hater

8 •  THE MISSISSIPPI LINK  www.mississippilink.comMARCH 10 - 16, 2022

SUNDAY
Worship Services
10 a.m. in person

Or you may worship with us via 
Facebook or our YouTube 

channel at CHMBC
Pastor

Chauncy L. Jordan

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

We read in Isaiah 
1:18, “Come now, 
and let us reason 
together, saith the 
Lord: though your 
sins be as scar-
let, they shall be 

as white as snow; though they be 
red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool.” If you are not saved, let us 
reason together. I ask you to open 
your heart for a few minutes and 
reason this out in your mind. It 
seems so easy when, in essence, the 
Lord said: “I have set before you 
life and death, blessing and curs-
ing. Choose you this day whom you 
will serve.”

Many times, after hearing God’s 
Word preached, I have observed 
individuals with tears streaming 
down their faces, yet they held on 
to the pew in front of them and 
refused to move to the altar. Sad, 
Satan made the decision seem 
so diffi cult by placing stumbling 
blocks before them. The devil put 
before me reasons that I needed to 
wait and get saved some time later. 
A stumbling block for some is the 
addiction to drugs or alcohol. They 
know if they get saved, they will 
have to stop drinking or stop using 
drugs, and that is something they 

do not think they have the power 
to do. However, God’s power and 
God’s Spirit are strong enough to 
break the bondage of those sinful 
habits. Friend, if you are bound by 
the tobacco habit, you might say, “I 
have tried to quit, but I can’t do it.” 
You cannot quit; however, God’s 
power can give you the victory to 
overcome that stumbling block.

A stumbling block for some 
people is that they are unfaithful 
to their spouse. They want to get 
saved, but they know that if they 
get saved, they will have to make 
it right with their spouse. The fear 
of that keeps them from getting 
right with God. God can work out 
any situation. The devil makes that 
look so impossible and so hard. 

Friend, with God’s help you can 
get through that diffi culty.

Another stumbling block for 
some people is that they are unwill-
ing to give up the world. My friend, 
God can and will change your heart 
and make you a new creature. Then 
old things will pass away, and all 
things will become new. With 
God’s help, you will want to give 
up that sin. He will give you the 
power to give up whatever it might 
be!

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pastor 
of Joynes Road Church of God, 31 
Joynes Road, Hampton, VA 23669. 

P R E S E R V E D Stumbling 
blocks that 
Satan uses

 By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

 By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link



President Joe 
Biden’s State of 
the Union ad-
dress reminded 
Americans that 
democracy needs 
defenders – here 

at home as well as in Ukraine.
Russian dictator Vladimir 

Putin’s attack on Ukraine was 
understandably a major focus of 
Biden’s speech.

Putin’s eagerness to expand 
his power by unleashing brute 
force against his neighbors is a 
threat to peace in Europe and 
the world. Putin’s track record 
of killing journalists and politi-
cal opponents has made it clear 
that he is an enemy of democ-
racy and democratic values. 

We have our own threats to 
democracy to confront, includ-
ing the Capitol insurrectionists, 
the political and media fi gures 
who portray them as heroes, and 
politicians who undermine our 
democracy. And we have impor-
tant domestic priorities that can-
not be put on hold or set aside.

President Biden reminded 
Americans that the right to vote 
is under assault. “In state af-
ter state, new laws have been 
passed, not only to suppress the 
vote, but to subvert entire elec-
tions,” he said.

The president called on Con-
gress to defend democracy at 
home by passing the Freedom 
to Vote Act and the John Lewis 
Voting Rights Act, two vot-

ing rights bills blocked by Sen-
ate Republicans’ fi libuster. The 
president added a call for more 
transparency and accountabil-
ity in our elections, saying, 
“And while you’re at it, pass 
the Disclose Act so Americans 
can know who is funding our 
elections.” But, as we know, we 
won’t see solutions like that on 
the federal level until we have a 
pro-democracy majority in the 
Senate. And that means we have 
much work to do between now 
and the November elections.

President Biden also addressed 
policing, another issue on which 
Americans are demanding more 
transparency and accountabil-
ity. Police unions and politicians 
who resist change and account-
ability for law enforcement of-
fi cers frequently tell Americans 
that they must choose between 
fair policing and safe communi-
ties. President Biden rejected the 
false narrative that we cannot 
have public safety and equal jus-
tice, saying “Let’s not abandon 
our streets – or choose between 
safety and equal justice.”

Unfortunately, the president 
muddled this message with a 
call for greater police funding 
without making it clear that we 
must invest in innovative ap-
proaches to public safety rather 
than shoveling more money into 
a system that fails to keep many 
Americans safe.

The president did point to one 
important aspect of reform by 
calling for better training for po-
lice offi cers. But we must think 

much bigger. Young political 
leaders and community activists 
across the country are taking 
bold steps to reimagine public 
safety. We should all get behind 
those efforts.

One important model for mak-
ing communities safer for every-
one is moving forward in Itha-
ca, New York. When it is fully 
implemented, the Ithaca model 
will replace the current police 
department with a department of 
public safety. The new depart-
ment will be civilian led and will 
include both uniformed police 
and unarmed community safety 
workers. That will reduce the 
potential for situations that do 
not require an armed response, 
which we know can escalate into 
deadly violence. And it will free 
armed offi cers to focus their 
time on the kinds of crimes that 
do require their attention.

That’s how we can keep ev-
eryone safe, including people 
who are most likely to be targets 
of unjustifi ed and deadly police 
violence.

By helping more Americans 
view public safety from a broad-
er perspective and breaking out 
of the idea that our only choices 
are more or less money for cops, 
we can overcome political resis-
tance and move toward better 
models of public safety.

And that brings me to Judge 
Ketanji Jackson Brown. Just a 
few days before the State of the 
Union address, President Biden 
nominated Jackson to serve on 
the U.S. Supreme Court. She is 

a brilliant lawyer who is now 
serving as a federal judge.

She will bring to the Supreme 
Court perspectives that have 
never been represented among 
the justices. She will be the fi rst 
black woman ever to serve on 
our highest court. She will be the 
fi rst justice to have been a pub-
lic defender and the fi rst, since 
Thurgood Marshall, to have 
done criminal defense work. She 
has a personal understanding of 
how our justice system can treat 
people without wealth and po-
litical infl uence.

Having Jackson’s brilliant 
mind and her life experience on 
the Supreme Court will strength-
en the court and our democracy. 
Her confi rmation will be one 
more step in our country’s long 
and continuing journey of be-
coming “a more perfect union.”

Ben Jealous serves as presi-
dent of People For the Ameri-
can Way and Professor of the 
Practice in the Africana Studies 
Department at the University of 
Pennsylvania where he teaches 
leadership. Jealous has decades 
of experience as a leader, co-
alition builder, campaigner 
for social justice and seasoned 
nonprofi t executive. In 2008, 
he was chosen as the youngest-
ever president and CEO of the 
NAACP. He is a graduate of Co-
lumbia University and Oxford, 
where he was a Rhodes Scholar, 
and he has taught at Princeton 
and the University of Pennsyl-
vania.

We are hard-
wired to deal 
with grief, but 
everyone grieves 
differently. Ac-
knowledging the 
complexities and 

simplicity of grief allows me to 
live a full life. Sometimes my 
grief manifests itself as gratitude 
for another day, sometimes it 
moves me to help others.

As a grief counselor, I encour-
age others to acknowledge and 
move forward in grief. When 
we engage in open and honest 
conversations about death, we 
are giving ourselves the tools to 

manage grief.
My mother never minced 

words when it came to death. We 
had conversations over the dinner 
table throughout my life about it. 
When we knew she had conges-
tive heart failure, we decided to 
celebrate her life while she was 
still here. She chose hospice, an 
end-of-life care option for termi-
nally ill people, and died peace-
fully in her sleep. She encour-
aged me to think about death in 
a positive light, rather than as a 
negative and frightening thing.

I was in my mother’s favorite 
place when I found out that she 
died, Las Vegas. So, I went to her 
favorite hotel and lost $20 in her 
honor. Because I would go with 

her, and she would win, and I 
would take her money and lose 
it. I said, “I’m just being consis-
tent.”

My mother had her affairs in 
order before she died, from her 
funeral to where her belongings 
would go. It made our grieving 
process smoother to not focus on 
those things. I want the same for 
my son, so I’ve made my wishes 
clear to him. Instead of looking 
at it as a daunting task, I look at 
it as a gift to him.

When you prepare your loved 
ones for what you want if you get 
sick and when you die, you are 
showing them just how much you 
love them.

Start by having a conversation 

with your loved ones about your 
wishes and the legacy you want 
to leave. What matters most to 
you? How do you want to be re-
membered? Do your spiritual or 
religious beliefs inform your val-
ues? Is there someone you want 
involved in your healthcare deci-
sions?

There are many tools and re-
sources to prepare you to have 
these conversations and get your 
affairs in order. Compassion & 
Choices offers an End of Life 
Decisions Guide & Toolkit that 
provides helpful information on 
end-of-life decisions.

Avery Ross is a grief counsel-
or and bereavement facilitator 
based in New York.

The landscape for black women has al-
ways been fi lled with potholes and pitfalls. 
They have achieved despite these impedi-
ments.

March is Women’s History Month and 
I say this respectfully and with pride that 
African-American women have always been 

trailblazers and difference-makers. From Harriet Tubman 
in the past to Kamala Harris in the present, black women 
have led the charge for respect and renown.

Their contributions have been widespread and have 
touched all corners of the world. They took the can’t out 
and replaced it with ‘can’ and took the won’t out and sub-
stituted it with ‘will.’

There are moments of note when education and history 
cross paths. I believe this is one of those moments.

Did you know that Marie Van Brittan Brown was an 
early inventor? She was a resident of New York city and 
created a closed-circuit television security system in 1966. 
Her patent was approved in 1969. So, when we see these 
modern versions of home security systems and networks, 
we should give kudos to Marie Van Brittan Brown.

As we age, our vision becomes more problematic. Some 
of us resort to glasses or contact lens. While some may 
have cataracts removed. Dr. Patricia Bath was the fi rst 
black woman medical doctor to develop a laser cataract 
treatment device called a Laserphaco Probe. She received 
the patent in 1986. Dr. Bath was the fi rst African Ameri-
can to complete a residency in ophthalmology according 
to reports.

And of course, we cannot forget Katherine Johnson who 
worked at Langley Research Center and was instrumental 
in NASA’S spacefl ights. Watching the movie, “Hidden Fig-
ures” is a history lesson in and of itself.

Politically, we applaud vice president Kamala Harris, yet 
in my opinion, she could not have been in the White House 
without Shirley Chisholm and Fannie Lou Hammer.

Shirley Chisholm was the fi rst black woman to serve in 
Congress and the fi rst black person to run for president in 
a major party. Chisholm was an early champion of voting 
rights and civic education.

Fannie Lou Hammer is a Civil Rights icon. The Missis-
sippi records say that she helped to register black voters in 
that state only to be challenged at every turn. In 1964, she 
co-founded the Mississippi Freedom Party and challenged 
the all-white Democratic delegation at the 1964 Democrat-
ic National Convention.

Flonzie Brown Wright, another Mississippi African-
American legend was the fi rst African-American female 
elected offi cial in a Mississippi bi-racial town. I had the 
honor and privilege of working with her at Miami Univer-
sity of Ohio (Middletown campus) where she served as the 
student affairs scholar in residence.

There, she developed programs and events that raised the 
awareness of students about the Civil Rights Movement. 
One such program was the Mississippi Civil Rights Leg-
ends Lecture Series.

While we celebrate and honor these women in March, 
we must not stop there. They deserve our admiration and 
recognition every day. Young girls of color, in particular, 
must learn about their stories and how those stories served 
as a bridge for their own success. They must understand 
that their future achievements are inextricably bound to the 
achievements of the early pioneers who refused to give up 
and to give in.

If you have senior citizens in your community who look 
like me, then engage them in a conversation. Find out about 
life “back in the day.”

What we have in America has not come without a deep 
and abiding commitment to justice and equality. Black 
women have been leaders and are still leaders as we con-
tinue down this road.

This column is dedicated to my mom, Mrs. Mildred Hol-
land Ewers who graduated in the early 1940’s from the Kate 
Bitting Reynolds Memorial Hospital School of Nursing in 
Winston-Salem NC. She was an RN (registered nurse).
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worth leaving
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strong black 
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the United 
States Of 

America Is 
not easy

By Avery Ross
Grief Counselor/Facilitator

By James B. Ewers Jr.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio

 By Ben Jealous
People For the American Way



CLASSIFIED
 www.mississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 10MARCH 10 - 16, 2022

LEGAL

Legal Notice

I, Joseph Sambou
Intend to make application for an On-Premise Retailer permit.
As provided for by the Local Option Alcoholic Beverage Control Laws, Section 67-1-1, et seq., 
of the Mississippi Code of 1972, Annotated. If granted such permit, I propose to operate as a 
100% owned Limited Liability Company. 
Under the trade name of Sambou’s African Kitchen 
Located at 1625 E County Line Rd Suite 150 Jackson, MS 39211 – Hinds County.
The name, title, and address of the owner of the above named business is:
Joseph Sambou
Owner/Manger
132 Lakeway Dr.
Madison, MS 39110

If any person wishes to request a hearing to object to the issuance of this permit a request for a 
hearing must be made in writing and received by the Department of Revenue within (15) fi fteen 
days from the fi rst date this notice was published.
Requests shall be sent to:
Chief Counsel, Legal Division
Department of Revenue
P.O. Box 22828
Jackson, MS 39225

3/3/2022, 3/10/2022

LEGAL

Information-2022 Special Election for Greater Belhaven 
Community Improvement District

Election Date
• All registered voters residing in the proposed Greater Belhaven Community Improvement 
District will vote on the creation of a Special Local Improvement Assessment District to be held 
on  April 5, 2022. 
• Polls will be open from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.

Ballot Information
The ballot proposition is as follows: 
Shall residents within the Greater Belhaven Community Improvement District establish a Spe-
cial Local Improvement Assessment District through an additional property tax assessment 
of 6 mils? 

Absentee Voting 
• The last day to vote by absentee ballot is Saturday, April 2, 2022 at 12:00 (noon).  To ac-
commodate the absentee voting process, The Department of Municipal Clerk will be open on 
Saturday, March 26, 2022 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 (noon), and on Saturday, 
April 2, 2022 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 (noon).  

Qualifi ed Electors
• All registered voters residing in the proposed Greater Belhaven Community Improvement 
District (Belhaven and Belhaven Heights) will be eligible to vote in this special election. The 
participating polling places are as follows:

• Precinct 1- Eudora Welty Library- 300 N. State Street
• Precinct 8- Fire Station #5- 1810 North State Street
• Precinct 9- Belhaven College Library- 1500 Peachtree

3/10/2022, 3/17/2022, 3/24/2022

PUBLIC NOTICE

The City of Jackson hereby gives notice 
that its annual audited fi nancial report for 
the year ended September 30, 2020 has 
been completed. Copies are available 
to the public at 219 S. President St., 
Jackson, MS 39201.

3/10/2022

LEGAL

PUBLIC NOTICE

The City of Jackson, Mississippi is considering Amendment Number 1 to its 2018 One-Year 
Action Plan and Amendment Number 4 to the 2019 One-Year Action Plan of the Consolidated 
Plan by:

• Decreasing funding in the amount of $520,000 from a City-wide Infrastructure project in the 
2019 Action Plan
• Decreasing funding in the amount of $100,000 from a Demolition project in the 2018 Action 
Plan
• Increasing funding for the Fire Department Equipment and Rehabilitation Project already 
identifi ed in the 2019 Action Plan in the amount of $624,433.18.

These amendments are necessary to ensure that funding is expended in a timely manner and 
to provide funding for essential equipment to ensure that appropriate fi re response is provided 
in low- and moderate-income areas in the City of Jackson. 

If anyone would like to ask questions or make comments on these proposed amendments, 
they should email them to OHCD@jacksonms.gov.  The City is required to provide a 30-day 
comment period on all proposed amendments to our one-year action plans, therefore, com-
ments will be accepted until 5:00 p.m., April 15, 2022.

At the conclusion of the public comment period, unless there are objections from the general 
public, this Amendment will be considered adopted, however, if there are any objections from 
the public, these objections will be presented to the City Council for consideration prior to the 
adoption of the Amendment.

3/10/2022

LEGAL

LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that Proposals will be received by the City Clerk of the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi until 3:30p.m., Tuesday, March 29, 2022. The City of Jackson, Mississippi requests 
proposals from art groups and other community development groups providing services to the 
citizens in the City of Jackson. 

Financial assistance is available to support arts and community development activities de-
signed to increase awareness, understanding and appreciation of the arts and improve the 
quality of life among the citizens of Jackson.  This solicitation seeks proposals with an empha-
sis on community exposure, history and education.

Grant awards offered by the City of Jackson shall only represent supplemental funding in sup-
port of arts projects and community development based projects.  To be eligible for funding, 
proposing organizations must have verifi able cash match contributions that equals to at least 
50% of project cost.

All proposals for General Funds Arts and Community Based Grants must be submitted online. 
Complete application requirements are available on the City of Jackson, Department of Hu-
man & cultural Services webpage.  Visit https://www.jacksonms.gov/departments/human-and-
cultural-services/ to submit your application.  Proposals must be submitted online by 3:30pm 
on March 29, 2022.  The city reserves the right to reject any and all proposals.  Request for 
Proposal documents can be downloaded from the City of Jackson website listed above.    

By:  Adriane Dorsey-Kidd, Director
        Department of Human and Cultural Services

3/10/2022, 3/17/2022, 3/24/2022

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS – NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
JH FEWELL WATER TREATMENT PLANT CARBON DIOXIDE CHEMICAL FEED 

EQUIPMENT PROJECT
Jackson, Mississippi

Sealed bids will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. CST, Tues-
day, April 19, 2022, at the City Clerk’s Offi ce located at 219 S. President St., for supplying all 
materials and equipment only as required under the specifi cations for the construction of JH 
FEWELL WATER TREATMENT PLANT CARBON DIOXIDE CHEMICAL FEED EQUIPMENT 
PROJECT.  Please address envelope to City Clerk, P.O. Box 17, Jackson, MS 39205.

The entire project equipment must be delivered within (210) calendar days.  The contract will 
be subject to liquidated damages in the amount of fi ve hundred dollars ($500.00) per calendar 
day for each consecutive calendar day in which the contract time is exceeded.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public contracting. It 
is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full an equal business opportunity for all persons 
doing business with the City. As a precondition to selection, 
each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Op-
portunity (EBO) plan. Failure to comply with the City’s ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, 
bidder or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City of 
Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact Michael Davis with the offi ce 
of Economic Development at (601) 960-1856. Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications 
and a copy of the Program are available at 200 South President Street, Warren Hood Building, 
Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and ensuring the 
quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance. 
The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, 
as well as those who seek to contract with the City on various projects and/or conduct busi-
ness in the City to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for 
employment opportunities.

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all bidders will be afforded 
full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against 
on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, or disability in consideration for an award.

Minority and women’s business enterprises are solicited to bid on this contract as prime con-
tractors and are encouraged to make inquiries regarding potential subcontracting opportunities 
and equipment, material and/or supply needs.

Any contract or contracts awarded under this invitation for bids are expected to be funded in 
whole or in part by the anticipated funds from the EPA Assistance for Small and Disadvantaged 
Communities Drinking Water Grant Program (SDWA 1459A).  Neither the State of Mississippi, 
the Local Governments and Rural Water Systems Improvements Board, the MS Department 
of Health, the MS Commission on Environmental Quality, nor any of their employees, is or will 
be a party to this invitation for bids or any resulting or related contracts.  This procurement will 
be subject to all applicable sections of the Mississippi Code of 1972, Annotated, as they apply 
to local governments.

The PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS AND CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be examined at the 
following locations:

1. Offi ce of the MSDH/DWSIRLF Program: located at 570 East Woodrow Wilson, Suite U232, 
Jackson MS 39215, call Lee Alford, Project Manager at 601-576-7738.
2. Offi ce of the Consulting Engineer: Cornerstone Engineering LLC, located at 600 Northside 
Drive, Suite A, Clinton, MS 39056, call Mauricka McKenzie, P.E., Project Engineer at 601-473-
2403 offi ce.  One copy of the Specifi cations and Contract Documents may be procured from 
the Consulting Engineer, upon payment of $100, none of which is refundable.
3. Offi cial bid documents can be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.centralbidding.com.  
Electronic bids can be submitted at www.centralbidding.com.  For any questions relating to the 
electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.

The BID SCHEDULE may be examined at the following locations:

A. Mississippi Procurement Technical Assistance Program (MPTAP)
 Mississippi Development Authority, Minority & Small Business Development
 Woolfolk Building
 501 North West Street, Suite B-01
 Jackson, MS  39201
 Contact:  LaTisha Landing 601-359-3448

The Standard Specifi cations adopted by the City Council may be procured from the Depart-
ment of Public Works, if desired upon payment of $5.00 dollars for each specifi cation.

A NONMANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference will be held on April 1, 2022 in the Andrew Jackson 
Conference Room located on the fi rst fl oor of the Hood Building at 200 President Street, Jack-
son, MS, at 11:00 A.M. local time. All potential contractors, subcontractors, and other interested 
parties are encouraged to attend.

Bidders must be qualifi ed under Mississippi law and possess a certifi cate of responsibility 
issued by the Mississippi State Board of Contractors establishing its classifi cation as to the 
value and type of construction on which it is authorized to bid. Each bidder must deposit with 
its proposal, a bid bond or certifi ed check in an amount equal to fi ve percent (5%) of the total 
bid for the work, payable to the City of Jackson, as the bid security.

The successful bidder shall furnish a Performance Bond and Payment Bond each in the 
amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the contract amount awarded. Attorneys-in-fact 
who sign Bid Bonds or Payment Bonds and Performance Bonds must fi le with each bond a 
certifi ed and effective dated copy of their power of attorney.

Proposals shall be submitted in triplicate, sealed and deposited with the City of Jackson’s City 
Clerk prior to the hour and date designated above. Each bidder shall write its certifi cate of 
responsibility number on the outside of the sealed envelope containing its proposal.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any and all 
informalities

Charles Williams, Jr, PE, PhD
City Engineer, Department of Public Works

3/10/2022, 3/24/2022

LEGAL

3/10/2022, 3/17/2022, 3/24/2022
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COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)

GENERAC STANDBY GENERATORS
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a free quote today! Call
for additional terms and conditions. 1-
844-316-8630
THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare
for power outages and power your home.
Full installation services available. $0
Down Financing Option. Request a FREE,
no obligation, quote today. Call 1-844-
355-7099.

AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save! Call: 833-678-0500
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
w w w. d e n t a l 5 0 p l u s . c o m / m s p r e s s
#6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-
ING with one call, one payment conven-
ience. Call Sue at Mississippi Press
Services, 601-981-3060 to order your
statewide advertising.

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
8 7 7 - 6 2 8 -
3143

If you or a loved one worked around the
pesticide ROUNDUP (glyphosate), for at
least two years and has been diagnosed
with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, you may
be entitled to compensation. To learn
more, call now: 844-327-3556

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING,
memory care, or independent living? A
Place for Mom simplifies the process of
finding senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-855-530-0567 today!

STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR
DISEASE are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-855-393-
5067.

Week of March 6, 2022

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

I n s u r a n c e

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

F o r S a l e

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
J & A FUEL STORES
3249 Medgar Evers  Blvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS 
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-316-8630

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.  
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power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator
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Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.  
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL 
OFFER!*

(844) 355-7099

*O�er value when purchased at retail. 
**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.
Solar panels sold separately.

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

*Financing available through authorized Generac partners.
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*Financing available through authorized Generac partners.*Financing available through authorized Generac partners.*Financing available through authorized Generac partners.

PWRcell, Generac’s fully-integrated 
solar + battery storage system, stores 
solar energy that can power your whole 
home during utility power outages and 
save you money on your electric bill.
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solar + battery storage system, stores 
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home during utility power outages and 
save you money on your electric bill.
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Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL 
OFFER!*

(844) 355-7099

*O�er value when purchased at retail. 
**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.
Solar panels sold separately.

PWRcell, Generac’s fully-integrated 
solar + battery storage system, stores 
solar energy that can power your whole 
home during utility power outages and 
save you money on your electric bill.
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Crossword Solution

© Feature Exchange

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Acura’s competitor
2. Tangle
3. Keep free of ice
4. Retired persons association 
(abbr.)
5. Colorful glass
6. Gone by
7. Severs
8. Foot part
9. Whirl
15. Some
19. Madagascar franc (abbr.)
21. Musical production
23. Extreme
24. Dried up
25. African nation
26. Cluster
27. Afloat
28. Cold person’s noise
30. Little Mermaid’s love
32. Male sheep

ACROSS 
1. Type of partnership
4. N. A. Indian
10. Ram’s mate
11. Debated
12. Caesar’s twelve
13. Reveled
14. Takes the lid off
16. Wily
17. Was looked at
18. Medium frequency
20. Hey!
22. Reflect
26. Check
29. Pirate’s wooden leg
31. Loan shark
33. Hear
34. Sports car brand
35. Representative
36. Macadam
37. Ornament

© Feature Exchange
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Congresswoman: House has 
votes to pass reparations bill

For several years Congresswoman 
Sheila Jackson-Lee has picked up the 
mantle to lead efforts to create a com-
mission to study reparations for Afri-
can Americans, and now the Demo-
crat from Texas and others believe 
they fi nally have the votes for passage 
in the U.S. House of Representatives.

“This has been a 30-plus year jour-
ney,” Jackson-Lee declared. “We had 
to take a different approach. We had 
to go one by one to members explain-
ing this does not generate a check.”

Jackson-Lee said this week that 
there’s now enough votes in the House 
for passage of the historic piece of 
legislation. If the measure passes and 
ultimately becomes law, it will create 
a commission that would hold hear-
ings with testimony from those who 
support and oppose the idea.

“Reparations is about repair and 
when you repair the damage that has 
been done, you do so much to move 
a society forward. This commission 
can be a healing process. Telling the 
truth can heal America,” she said.

If the Senate doesn’t join the House 
in passing the bill, the congresswom-
an said she and others would push 
President Biden to sign an executive 
order to create the commission. The 
White House didn’t immediately re-
spond.

Jackson-Lee added that there has 

never been another time in which she 
has garnered so much support and 
momentum for H.R. 40, the so-called 
reparations legislation that focuses 
on truth, racial healing and transfor-
mation.

Jackson-Lee recently refl ected on 
the long-overdue redress to Afri-
can descendants of slaves. She also 
praised the resiliency of black Ameri-
cans.

“I want to give credit to the giants 
that were and are black Americans. 
They are giants,” Jackson-Lee de-

clared. “I want to give credit to the 
everyday mom and dad who get up 
every day and get to work and pro-
vide for their family. I’m going to 
give credit to those who came up on 
the farms or stayed on the farm and 
raised nine and ten and twelve chil-
dren,” she refl ected.

The Congresswoman continued, 
“I want to give them the honor that 
they deserve, and that is to recognize 
the insurmountable odds that some of 
them had and how they continue to 
plant seeds of respect and dignity in 

their children.
“Has anyone addressed the ques-

tion of slavery and its comprehen-
sive impact on black Americans in 
this country? This is what H.R. 40 
will do.” While the bill doesn’t place 
a monetary value on reparations, it 
does focus on truth, racial healing 
and transformation.The bill would 
fund a commission to study and de-
velop proposals for providing repara-
tions to African Americans.

The commission’s mission includes 
identifying the role of federal and 
state governments in supporting the 
institution of slavery, forms of dis-
crimination in public and private 
sectors against freed slaves and their 
descendants, and lingering adverse 
effects of slavery on living African 
Americans and society.

Jackson-Lee, who sits on numerous 
House committees, including the Ju-
diciary, Budget and Homeland Secu-
rity, has made the reparations legisla-
tion her top priority during the 117th 
Congress.

“I think if people begin to associate 
this legislation with what happened 
to the descendants of enslaved Afri-
cans as a human rights violation, the 
sordid past that violated the human 
rights of all of us who are descen-
dants of enslaved Africans, I think 
that we can fi nd common ground to 
pass this legislation,” Jackson-Lee 
pronounced. “Can anyone imagine 

that we’ve never gotten a simple, ef-
fective, deeply-embedded and well-
respected apology?”

The Congresswoman is further en-
couraged by the support of the most 
co-sponsors (166) in the bill’s history, 
which dates back decades to former 
Democratic Rep. John Conyers Jr., of 
Michigan, who fi rst introduced the 
legislation in 1989.

In an earlier NNPA interview, 
White House Senior Advisor to 
President Biden and Director of the 
Offi ce of Public Engagement Cedric 
Richmond sounded an urgent tone 
about the administration’s commit-
ment to ensure racial justice, acces-
sibility and equity concerning Black 
America.

Richmond told the Black Press that 
the administration supports Con-
gresswoman Jackson Lee’s H.R. 40.

“We do support a commission and 
H.R. 40; we know we can’t wait. We 
have to start acting now,” Richmond 
declared. “We don’t need a study to 
tell us that systemic racism is out 
there. We don’t need a study to tell us 
that redlining in black communities 
has been treated a lot differently.” 

Richmond continued: “We don’t 
think the black community should 
have to wait on a study, we need to 
deal with systemic racism right now 
and, yes, we support the commission, 
but it’s not going to stop us from act-
ing right now.”

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

U.S. Supreme Court rejects 
Pennsylvania D.A.’s request 

to hear Cosby case
Andrew Wyatt, the longtime 

spokesman, and crisis manager 
for entertainer Bill Cosby, had 
a simple word for Montgomery, 
Pennsylvania Prosecutor Kevin 
Steele, “Cheating never gets 
you far in life,” Wyatt insisted 
after the U.S. Supreme Court 
announced it would not review 
Cosby’s case despite the hail-
Mary request from Steele.

“On behalf of Mr. and Mrs. 
Cosby and the Cosby family, we 
would like to offer our sincere 
gratitude to the justices of the 
United States Supreme Court 
for following rules of law and 
protecting the constitutional 
rights of all American citizens,” 
Wyatt remarked.

“Mr. Cosby’s constitutional 
rights were a reprehensible bait 
by Kevin Steele, Judge Steven 
T. O’Neill and their cohorts. 
This is truly a victory for Mr. 
Cosby. Still, it shows that cheat-
ing will never get you far in 
life, and the corruption that lies 
within the Montgomery County 
District Attorney’s Offi ce has 
been brought to the center stage 
of the world.”

The high court’s decision 
reaffi rms that Cosby will re-
main free. It ends a saga that 
betrayed and gravely damaged 
the image and reputation of one 
of the most infl uential African-
American fi gures in television 
history.

After failing to secure a 
guilty verdict against Cosby in 
a 2017 trial, Steele vigorously 
prosecuted Cosby a year later. 
But from the beginning, sea-
soned legal professionals ques-
tioned Steele’s ethics, in part, 
because as he ran for Montgom-
ery County District Attorney 
in 2015, much of his campaign 
centered on prosecuting Bill 
Cosby.

Many, including his opponent 
and former District Attorney 
Bruce Castor, called the theme 
unethical.

Steele did win the election 
and immediately became part 

of a formidable tandem with 
Judge O’Neil in securing a 
conviction against Cosby. Af-
ter serving nearly three years 
of a three-to-10-year sentence, 
Pennsylvania’s Supreme Court 
overturned Cosby’s conviction 
in June 2021.

Steele appealed Cosby’s re-
lease to the U.S. Supreme Court 
nearly six months later, con-
tinuing his crusade against the 
“I-Spy” legend. “Unwilling to 
accept its epic loss in the Penn-
sylvania Supreme Court, the 
Montgomery County District 
Attorney has now fi led a peti-
tion to the U.S. Supreme Court,” 

Wyatt remarked at the time.
“In short, the district attorney 

asks the U.S. Supreme Court to 
throw the Constitution out the 
window, as it did, to satisfy the 
#Metoo mob.

“There is no merit to the 
request which centers on the 
unique facts of the Cosby case 
and has no impact on important 
federal questions of law.” After 
vacating Cosby’s conviction, 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Max Baer blast-
ed Steele for going back on an 
agreement Cosby struck with 
former District Attorney Bruce 
Castor. The agreement stipu-

lated that a civil deposition by 
the famed comedian used in a 
civil case was off-limits in any 
potential criminal trial.

“[Steele] didn’t just break the 
deal. He broke the rules,” Chief 
Justice Baer asserted. “What 
we said is we’re not gonna let 
the commonwealth, the state 
through the district attorneys, 
to engage in that kind of rep-
rehensible bait-and-switch.” He 
emphasized that the court’s de-
cision wasn’t to protect Cosby 
but “13 million Pennsylvanians 
against that kind of conduct.”

Baer concluded that it wasn’t 
the Supreme Court’s duty to 
fi nd guilt or innocence on the 
part of Cosby.

However, what the court did 
fi nd was an illegal prosecution 
on the part of Steele. “What we 
found was what the state did 
was inappropriate,” he said.

Cosby and his team have ar-
gued against some who called 
the Pennsylvania high court’s 
decision a technicality. “You’re 
sitting in a room trying to ex-
plain something, and there is 
a knock on the door. You say, 
‘who is it?’ ‘It is the truth.’ So 
people start jumping out of the 
window,” Cosby told the Black 
Press in his only extensive in-
terview since his release.

“The court’s decision was 
not a technicality,” Cosby said. 
“These people sound like they 
haven’t read what the judges 
have written. It’s not a techni-

cality. These [detractors] don’t 
want to know anything. It’s like 
the woman who said she knows 
fi ve women that I drugged and 
raped. Well, where are they?”

Castor has told the Black 
Press that Steele should never 
have prosecuted Cosby. The for-
mer district attorney has assert-
ed that he didn’t fi nd the com-
plaining witness against Cosby 
credible enough for a success-
ful prosecution. “There’s a big 
smile on my face,” Cosby in-
sisted.

“A big smile on my face be-
cause I was there. I know what 
happened, and I’m watching 
and hearing these fascists and 
Nazis, and I watched them re-
ally come out of the woodworks 
as termites. “The infestation of 
when [former President] Donald 
Trump came through, and they 
just let it all hang out. That’s 
who they are. That’s who their 
ancestors are.

“They want their ancestors 
to be people who came here 
for religious freedoms after be-
ing persecuted – but by whom? 
Things weren’t right in dear old 
England,” Cosby said.

“They got on these ships, but 
you were criminals, and people 
signed on to look after wealthy 
people’s fi ndings. So, Christo-
pher Columbus got as lost as a 
white man can get, but got off 
the boat, took a fl ag, and said 
he would name this and so forth 
and so on.”

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

Wyatt and Cosby surrounded by offi cers

Jackson-Lee



You’re a problem-solver.
You see something that you 

can make better and so you do. 
You’ve never met something 

that can’t be improved, fi xed or 
altered in some way, and the so-
lutions always come easy. It’s a 
gift, really, one that you’re hap-
py to share with people, so why 
not take a page from “Idea Mak-
ers” by Lowey Bundy Sichol and 
make it a career?

“I coulda thought of that!”
You’ve probably said that a 

lot, especially after you’ve seen 

something that’s making some-
body a lot of money. You could 
have created that. You could im-
prove on that idea right now. You 
could be rich like Mark Zucker-
berg or Jeff Bezos or Elon Musk.

But what about female entre-
preneurs? Says Sichol, about 
forty percent of the businesses in 
the U.S. are run by women, gen-
erating nearly $2 trillion bucks 
a year. Their stories are just as 
exceptional, and just as inspira-
tional...

To be an entrepreneur, Sichol 
says, solve a problem. Heidi Zak 
realized how inconvenient it was 

to buy a bra in-person, so she 
founded ThirdLove. Jenn Hy-
man understood that designer 
clothing was expensive, and she 
sketched out Rent the Runway.

If there’s something for which 
you have a passion, then look 
at the story of Alli Webb, who 
knew that women wanted fun, 
fuss-free beauty and so she 
founded the Dry Bar. Lisa Price 
followed her nose, quite literally, 
into Carol’s Daughter, an empire 
that offers wonderfully-scented 
beauty products specifi cally for 
African-American skin.

Think about Reshma Saujani, 

if you like to make a difference 
by helping others. She had two 
careers before realizing that 
helping girls learn to code was 
what she loved to do. Jasmine

Crowe knew the stats: mil-
lions of people go hungry ev-
ery day in this country, and her 
Goodr helps fi x that problem.

Finally, pay attention. Good 
ideas often come naturally when 
you work hard and keep your 
eyes open. It happened to Tate’s 
Bake Shop’s Kathleen King and 
Spanx’s Sara Blakely, and it 
could happen to you.

As you’re paging through 

“Idea Makers” and feeling quite 
inspired, one thing might even-
tually strike you: the women 
inside these pages are not neces-
sarily household names. Some, 
in fact, may be totally unfamiliar 
to you which, in a way, makes 
its own point: fame isn’t a re-
quirement for entrepreneurship. 
The Gwyneth Paltrows and the 
Beyonces of the world aren’t the 
only ones who can launch busi-
nesses.

In her introduction, and re-
peatedly through the profi les she 
shares, author Lowey Bundy Si-
chol also shows that gender has 

nothing to do with success, ei-
ther, nor does speed. The stories 
of the women inside this book 
subtly show perseverance and 
dedication, two traits that are of-
ten ignored in many be-an-entre-
preneur books. That honesty may, 
for readers who dream of being 
their own boss someday, be the 
best part of what you’ll read.

You might fi nd this book in 
the Young Adult section, but it’s 
completely appropriate for an 
adult who’s struggling to fi nd a 
path. If that’s you, reading “Idea 
Makers” may solve that prob-
lem.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
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WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON’S SOUL, 
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN 
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE 
VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC 
ADULTS WANT TO HEAR! 

BOOK REVIEW:

IDEA MAKER: IDEA MAKER: 
15 FEARLESS FEMALE 15 FEARLESS FEMALE 
ENTREPRENEURSENTREPRENEURS
BY LOWEY BUNDY SICHOL
C.2022, CHICAGO REVIEW PRESS
$16.99 • 224 PAGES
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Jackson’s Ealey 
selected as one

of just 17 Afterschool 
Ambassadors in the

U. S. this year
Monique Ealey will work

in Mississippi and nationally 
to increase access

to afterschool and summer 
Learning programs

MSDH News: State Health 
offi cer to resign in July

The Afterschool Alliance re-
cently announced that Monique 
Ealey, director of Education and 
Programs at the Mississippi Chil-
dren’s Museum, has been selected 
to serve as an Afterschool Ambas-
sador for the Afterschool Alliance 
in 2022. She is one of just 17 lead-
ers in the country chosen for the 
honor this year.

Afterschool Ambassadors con-
tinue their work with local after-
school programs while serving a 
one-year Afterschool Ambassador 
term, organizing public events, 
communicating with policy mak-
ers and community leaders, and in 
other ways increasing awareness 
and support for afterschool and 
summer learning programs. 

“We are thrilled that Monique 
Ealey will serve as an Afterschool 
Ambassador this year,” said After-
school Alliance Executive Direc-
tor Jodi Grant. “The pandemic has 
had a profound effect on children 
and youth, and the afterschool 
community has a vital role to play 
in helping everyone recover lost 
ground. That will require support 
of all kinds, and we need strong 
advocates who know their com-
munities to lead the charge.

Afterschool programs keep kids 
safe, inspire them to learn and help 
give working families peace of 
mind. They offer hands-on learn-
ing, opportunities to think criti-
cally and collaborate, homework 
help, mentors, science and tech-
nology, healthy snacks and meals, 
sports and fi tness, arts program-
ming, college and job prep, and 
much more – and students need all 
that more than ever.”

“I am eager and honored to join 
the Afterschool Alliance in build-
ing support for afterschool pro-
grams,” said Ealey “Over the last 
two years, afterschool and summer 
learning programs have provided 
critical services to kids and fami-
lies, and we have more work to do 
as we recover. Our children have 
ground to make up – not just in 
academics, but in their social and 
emotional development, as well. 
I’m proud to be part of the after-
school movement and thrilled to 
have a chance to serve as an Af-
terschool Ambassador for Missis-
sippi.”

The Mississippi Children’s 
Museum (MCM) currently serves 
close to 200 children, fi ve days 
a week through the Launch into 
Learning Afterschool Program. 
Launch into Learning was devel-
oped out of a need for children to 

have a safe space to attend school 
virtually during the onset of the 
pandemic. Parents needed to go 
back to work and feel confi dent 
that their children were in a space 
receiving the academic help they 
needed, as well as having their so-
cial and emotional needs met.

When students returned to the 
classroom, MCM recognized the 
need to continue providing servic-
es to the children and their fami-
lies, therefore, they shifted to a fi ve 
day a week afterschool program. 
Each day, students receive a snack, 
academic enrichment in literacy, 
math and STEM, museum explo-
ration and playground time, and 
character trait building programs.

MCM serves students in the 
Jackson Public School District. 
Key partnerships have been 
formed, such as First Tee of Cen-
tral Mississippi, which provides 
every student an opportunity to 
learn the game of golf. Such part-
nerships as critical to ensuring that 
the needs of all children are met 
and that they are receiving a fi rst 
class, unparalleled and unforget-
table afterschool experience.

Each ambassador will organize 
a major event for Lights On After-
school, the Afterschool Alliance’s 
annual rally for afterschool. Most 
of the thousands of local Lights 
On Afterschool events will be on 
or around Thursday, October 20, 
2022.

The 2020 America After 3 P.M. 
household survey of more than 
30,000 families, commissioned by 
the Afterschool Alliance and con-
ducted before the pandemic, found 
that unmet demand for afterschool 
programs has reached an all-time 
high. For every child in an after-
school program in America today, 
three more are waiting to get in. 
The study found signifi cant inequi-
ties, with black and Latinx children 
disproportionately without after-
school opportunities. Ninety-four 
percent of parents of afterschool 
students say they are satisfi ed with 
their child’s program.

A large and powerful body of 
evidence demonstrates improve-
ments in grades, school atten-
dance, behavior and more among 
children who participate in after-
school programs.

Researchers have also found that 
students in afterschool programs 
are more engaged in school and 
excited about learning and develop 
critical work and life skills such as 
problem solving, teamwork and 
communications. 

The Mississippi State De-
partment of Health (MSDH) 
announced Wednesday that 
State Health Offi cer Thomas 
Dobbs, MD, MPH, will resign 
from his position at the end of 
July 2022.

Dobbs began his career at 
MSDH in 2008, and has held 
numerous roles including Dis-
trict Health Offi cer, State Epi-
demiologist, and Deputy State 
Health Offi cer.

His passion has always been 
infectious disease treatment, 
and he has served in vari-
ous roles related to that fi eld, 
such as medical director for 
the AIDS Healthcare Founda-
tion, clinical consultant for 
the Southeastern National TB 
Center and infectious disease 
consultant for several hospi-
tals throughout Mississippi.

“I feel like the time is right 
for me to return to the clinical 
side of medicine, particularly 
the communicable disease 
treatment of patients,” said 
Dobbs. “I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my time at MSDH, 
particularly working with this 
dedicated health staff and ad-
vancing the fi eld of health eq-
uity in Mississippi.”

Dobbs said he also would 

like to step back into the aca-
demic world. He has held 
numerous faculty positions 
at colleges and universities 
throughout the Southeast, in-
cluding at the University of 
Mississippi Medical Center, 
and he would love to teach and 

train healthcare professionals 
about public health and infec-
tious disease.

State Board of Health 
Chairman Thad Waites, MD, 
MACC, says the board has 
always fully supported Dr. 
Dobbs in his role as Missis-

sippi’s State Health Offi cer 
but understands his desire to 
return to the clinical side of 
medicine.

“I speak for all of us when 
I say that we have truly ap-
preciated his professionalism, 
sterling personality, and stel-
lar leadership throughout his 
tenure, but especially during 
COVID. He has been a won-
derful asset to Mississippi,” 
said Waites.

Daniel P. Edney, MD, 
FACP, has been named Dep-
uty State Health Offi cer. Ed-
ney is a long-time resident 
of Vicksburg, and a graduate 
of the University of Missis-
sippi Medical School where he 
graduated summa cum laude 
and with other honors.

Edney is also a member of 
the American Medical Associ-
ation and the Mississippi State 
Medical Association where he 
serves as past president. He 
has served as chief medical 
offi cer at MSDH for the past 
year and worked closely with 
Dobbs during COVID provid-
ing outreach and guidance to 
other physicians.

The board will take up the 
issue of interim state health 
offi cer in one of its upcoming 
meetings.

Dr.Dobbs

Ealey
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Mississippi should waive 
the passing mandate for 
3rd grade MAAP-ELA test

Mayor Lumumba lifts mask mandate, 
other COVID-19 restrictions 

Did you know 
that in 2013 
our Missis-
sippi lawmak-
ers passed a law 
called the ELA 
Literacy-Based 
Promotion Act? 

This law states that any child in 
the 3rd grade must pass a read-
ing examine before they can be 
promoted to the fourth grade.

This act affects third graders 
in Mississippi Public Schools.  
Due to the COVID pandemic, 
Mississippi was under a State of 

Emergency, and as a result, the 
pass requirement was waived 
for our third-grade students for 
the 2020-2021 school year. 

Well, this year is different.  
If third graders do not pass the 
ELA Test 2021-2022 school 
year, they will fail the third 
grade. There are over 31,000 
third graders in Mississippi 
Public Schools. As a parent of 
a third grader this concerns me.  
COVID has made the last two 
years tough for our children.

Children have had to deal 
with the challenges of virtual 

learning, having internet issues 
when they were not in school 
and when they did go to school. 
Some had quarantining issues of 
10 to 14 days because a student 
and/or teachers tested positive 
for COVID.  And all of these 
disruptions hindered a child’s 
learning pattern.

COVID has been hard for 
adults, so imagine what it has 
been like for children. My goal 
is not to keep the test from be-
ing administered, but to waive 
the passing requirement for 
this school year. I need parents, 
grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
neighbors, friends, anyone, and 

everyone to get involved.  
Please call your legislators, 

and representatives and ask 
them to tell Governor Reeves to 
waive the 3rd Grade Pass or Fail 
Mandate. The power of passing 
or failing a student should be 
given to the teacher and not the 
state.

Currently, there is a petition 
on Change.org (In the search 
bar type Mississippi Waive) 
sign it and let your voice be 
heard. A rally on the State Cap-
itol is next. If you would like 
to get involved you can reach 
me at (601) 401-5058, Celestial 
Gordon-Griffi n.

On Friday, Mayor Chokwe 
Antar Lumumba made signif-
icant changes to his Safe Re-
covery executive order which 
put restrictions on the public 
due to the spread of the CO-
VID-19 virus. The mayor 
made the decision after dis-
cussions with his COVID-19 
Task Force.

The new order includes the  
lifting of the citywide facial 
covering (mask) mandate. 
“All restrictions previously 
implemented through any 
(order) related to face cover-

ings are hereby lifted in their 
entirety,” the order reads. 
The order follows a similar 
one issued by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion last week that also lifted 
mask wearing requirements.

The mayor’s new order also 
lifts all restrictions related to 
capacity and hours of Jackson 
businesses.

“I have imposed restric-
tions and limitations on cer-
tain businesses with public 
health in mind, and also un-
derstand that such restric-
tions and limitations com-

plicate the economic picture 
for many business owners…
this executive order seeks to 
provide a further economic 
lifeline to businesses by lift-
ing some restrictions of busi-
ness services,” said Mayor 
Lumumba.

An ordinance allowing 
businesses to establish a tem-
porary leisure and recreation 
district remains in place. 
Businesses in Jackson with 
alcohol permits may offer 
alcoholic beverages through 
carry out, drive-thru and 
curbside pickup.

Restaurants, bars and retail 
establishments affected by 
COVID-19 restrictions may 
contact the City’s Constituent 
Services Office at 601-960-
2324 to request a temporary 
permit to create or expand an 
outdoor area for customers to 
consume food/alcohol and to 
expand business operations to 
public parking lots, sidewalks 
and streets closed to public 
access, and other areas within 
proximity of the business.

The new order is effective 
Friday, March 4, and super-
sedes any contrary provision.

By Celestial Gordon

The Mississippi Link Newswire

C O M M E N TA RY
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TERRY HIGH SCHOOL SIGNING DAY
In February, several Terry High School Bulldogs participated in National Signing Day festivities by 
signing scholarship papers during a ceremony held at the Terry High School Fieldhouse.

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE

Bethany Stubblefield and Renee Lay-
man

The seniors take turns addressing the 
crowd. 

Parents brought items to display commemorating the event. 

Front row: Zavion Shaw, Jarred Caston, Armond Thedford, Ira Porter, Kaleb Patter-
son, and Davian Liddell; Back row: Head Coach Kris Thigpen, coaches Jay Hughes, 
Jeffery Nelson, Johnny Willis, and Rondell Coleman

Jarred Caston poses with his family during the signing ceremony. 
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