
The fi rst day of )ebruary on 
which the nation recognized 
%lack History 0onth 2022, 
there were more than twelve 
historically %lack Colleges and 
8niversities receiving bomb 
threats. Included in the twelve 
were four H%C8s in 0issis-
sippi� Jackson State 8niversity 
(Jackson) $lcorn State 8niver-
sity (/orman), Tougaloo Col-
lege (Tougaloo) and 0issis-
sippi 9alley State 8niversity 
(Itta %ena) each received bomb 
threats.

Thomas Hudson, president 
of Jackson State 8niversity is-
sued the following statement on 
Tuesday�

“(arly this morning, our 
campus was the target of an 
unsubstantiated bomb threat. 
The JS8 Department of Public 
Safety Tuickly worked with the 
Jackson Police Department to 
investigate and sweep the cam-
pus. They gave an all-clear sig-
nal, and we have resumed our 

operations. :e will continue to 
monitor the situation and have 
heightened the presence of law 
enforcement and enhanced our 
campus safety measures.

The recent threats to H%C8s 

across the country are a shame-
less attempt to dampen our 
sense of safety and freedom by 
attacking locations traditionally 
considered a haven for all pur-
suing an education in a nurtur-

ing environment. :e take every 
threat to our campus communi-
ty seriously. However, we will 
not be deterred in our pursuit of 

$fter recently watching 
$%C¶s mini-series “:omen 
of the 0ovement� the story 
of 0amie Till 0obley,” I 
was reminded, as I often am, 
of memories growing up in 
0ississippi.

This docu-drama chron-
icled the life of 0amie Till 
0obley, who devoted her 
life to seeking Mustice for her 
son (mmett Till. Till was 
abducted and killed for al-
legedly À irting with a white 
woman in 0oney, 0issis-
sippi.

I can remember looking at 
that iconic photo of (mmett 
Till in J et Mag az ine when I 
was Must � years old. I only 
recall how awful it looked. I 
don¶t remember even asking 
my parents about it. Thanks 
to e[ecutive co-producers, 
:ill Smith and Jay=, this 
true story was a painful re-
minder of 0ississippi¶s his-
tory during that perilous era.

$s many governors, 
school boards and educa-

tional systems are trying to 
erase such history by ban-
ning certain books in our 
schools and public libraries 
how powerful to have this 
story retold at this particular 
time. Some governors have 
even said that they would 
penalize schools, teachers 
and principals if such mate-
rial is taught. The mini-se-
ries was and should be pain-

The month of )ebruary is not only 
%lack History but also a month to raise 
serious awareness about a growing 
problem for teens and young adults in 
our nation. 

2n January 3�, 2022, 8.S. President 
Joseph R. %iden, Jr., proclaimed )eb-
ruary 2022 as National Teen Dating 
9iolence $wareness and Prevention 
0onth. “I call upon everyone to edu-
cate themselves and others about teen 
dating violence so that together we can 
stop it,” said President %iden in the 
Proclamation.

That¶s e[actly what the 0ississippi 
Coalition against Domestic 9iolence 
(0C$D9) aimed to do with its re-
cent 3rd $nnual 9irtual Teen Dating 
9iolence $wareness Summit, Jan. 2�, 
from � a.m. until 2 p.m. The theme was 
“2peration )earless.” During the sum-
mit, youth, young adults, advocates 
and adults from around the states, and 
beyond, zoomed in to their computers 
and electronic devices as presenter af-
ter presenter provided thought-provok-

ing information and sounded the alarm 
about teen dating violence.

“The information was so eye-opening 

that I had no idea I could sit in front of 
a laptop as if I was glued to a T9 set,” 
e[pressed one attendee who wishes to 

remain anonymous.
)eatured speaker $ttorney Carvana 

Cloud, ([ecutive Director of Commu-

nity (mpowerment Solutions in Te[as, 
shared that � in 3 teens is a victim of 
physical, se[ual, emotional or verbal 
abuse from a dating partner. Commu-
nity (mpowerment Solutions is a legal 
services collaborative designed to sup-
port and empower victims and commu-
nities affected by crime.

Cloud emphasized that teen dating 
violence very often goes unreported 
out due to fear. “Sometimes the victim 
will minimize the violence” >because of 
this@, she said. She told the teens that 
domestic violence at any age can have 
an e[treme “traumatic impact” on a vic-
tim. 

To make sure the teens understood 
her presentation, Cloud interspersed her 
presentation Tuestions to them for feed-
back. She asked them did they under-
stand what trauma means. She received 
such responses as� “being emotionally 
wounded,” “an event you go through 
mentally where you feel like it is very 
hard to go through,” and “something 
like PTSD.” She praised the youth for 
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Young ladies from Jack-
son area high schools can 
have the prom dress of their 
dreams, thanks to COU-
TURE CARES, a 501© 
(3) non-profi t organization 
founded by CEO Davina 
Jones.

This non-profi t orga-
nization will sponsor a 
give-a-way event called, 
“Her Prom Closet-Jackson 
2022,” to be held at Cade 
Chapel Baptist Church 
Family Life Center, 1000 
Ridgeway Street, in Jack-
son, Saturday, February 26, 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

The 2022 Couture Cares 
“Her Prom Closet” will 
host up to 200 local high 
school junior and senior 
young ladies from the 
Jackson Public School Dis-
trict, Hinds County Public 
School District, Pearl Mu-
nicipal Public School Dis-
trict, Clinton Public School 
District and Rankin County 
Public School District.

Attendees must RSVP by 
registering. High School 
juniors and seniors from 
the fi ve (5) School Districts 
“must register” by texting 
“PROM601 to 33777” as 
soon as possible. Once 
there are 200 young ladies 
registered, the website will 
close.

This event will be a com-
plete shopping experience 
setup just like a department 
store. On the day of event, 

there will be welcome re-
marks from Rev. Reginald 
Buckley, introduction of 
CEO Davina Jones, guest 
speaker, make-up dem-
onstration and plenty of 
giveaways. The young la-
dies will be able to try on 
dresses to fi nd their perfect 
fi t with the opportunity to 
select a formal prom dress 
and accessories at no cost. 

The girls will also receive 
a free lunch sponsored by a 
local Jackson restaurant.

CEO Jones stated: “I am 
committed to making a dif-
ference to our youth and 
Couture Cares has given 
me the platform to help 
young ladies.”

Individuals who wish 
to donate dresses or make 
monetary contributions to 
“Her Prom Closet-Jackson 
2022” may do so now and 
year-round at couturecares.
org. #ROCKIT.WEARIT.
GIVEIT #HPC2022.

This is the third year the 
organization has presented 
the event in Jackson, MS. 
In addition, “Her Prom 
Closet” has been held in 
Memphis, TN for seven 
years; in Chicago, IL for 
four years, and will be held 
for the fi rst time in Nash-
ville, TN and Birmingham, 
AL in 2022.

Point of contact for more 
information is Colonel 
Martha McRavin-Oliver, 
moliver1217@yahoo.com 
or at 601-376-9608.

“Couture Cares” presents HER PROM 
CLOSET for high school students

Special to The Mississippi Link 



the promise of the American dream.
We are in contact w ith local, state  

and federal law  enforcement agencies, 
w ho are all aligned w ith our course of 
action. I’ d like to thank the JSU Depart-
ment of Public Safety for their tireless 
w ork in helping us remain safe. I w ould 
also like to thank our local, state, and 
federal law  enforcement partners w ho 
have committed resources to help us 
move forw ard.

Lastly, w e w ill not succumb to any at-
tempts to incite fear amongst our com-
munity or disrupt our mission to create 
global leaders w ho w ill help eradicate 
ideologies that impede our progress 
as a nation. We have been steadfast in 
w ho w e are since 18 77, and threats w ill 
not dissuade us from educating those 
seeking a transformative learning ex-
perience. Together, w e w ill meet and 
overcome any adversity because w e 
are, and w ill alw ays be, JSU Strong.”

Other HBCU’ s receiving the threat 
on February 1 included The University 
of the District of Columbia, Morgan 
State University and Coppin State Uni-
versity both in Baltimore, MD., Fort 
Valley State University in Fort Valley, 
Georgia, Kentucky State University in 
Frankfort, Kentucky, X avier Univer-
sity of Louisiana in New  Orleans, LA, 
Edw ard Waters University in Jackson-
ville, Florida and Spelman College in 
Atlanta, GA.

Six more Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities had already received 

bomb threats on Monday, January 31. 
The threats occurred at Southern Uni-
versity and A& M College in Louisiana, 
How ard University in Washington, 
D.C., Bethune-Cookman University 
in Florida, Albany State University 
in Georgia, Bow ie State University in 
Maryland, and Delaw are State Univer-
sity.

The threats have disrupted each cam-
pus causing some evacuations, lock-
dow ns, and temporary dismissal of 
classes. 

White House press secretary told re-
porters on Monday that President Joe 
Biden is aw are of the HBCU threats. 
“I w ill say that these are certainly dis-
turbing and the White House is in touch 
w ith interagency partners, including 
federal law  enforcement leadership on 
this.”

U.S. Congressman Bennie Thomp-
son in a statement called the bomb 
threats against HBCUs” incredibly 
disturbing and disheartening.” He said, 
“It is not lost on me that these threats 
are targeting African-American edu-
cational institutions at a time w hen w e 
are observing Black History Month.” 
He further said, “These bomb threats 
against HBCU’ s deserve full investi-
gation, particularly given the dynamic 
terrorism threat landscape. I have en-
gaged w ith the FBI and DHS about 
threats to HBCUs and am committed 
to w orking w ith HBCU leaders to get 
them the answ ers they deserve.”

their on-target responses. “It’ s all of that, 
including emotional triggers,” she said. 

Cloud even shared that she, too, w it-
nessed domestic violence in her home 
w hen she w as a teen and that some of 
those traumatic experiences are stilled 
etched in her mind today.

In President Biden’ s proclamation, the 
follow ing passage offers an in-depth de-
scription of dating violence:

“Teen dating violence takes many 
forms, including physical or sexual as-
sault, stalking, coercive and controlling 
behavior, emotional abuse, harassment 
and exploitation. It can occur in person, 
online, or through various forms of tech-
nology. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention research show s that more 
than 8 percent of high school students 
in the United States reported experienc-
ing physical or sexual dating violence 
over the course of a 1-year period, w ith 
young w omen and LGBTQ I+  youth fac-
ing the highest rates. Young people w ho 
are survivors of teen dating violence 
can suffer from depression, substance 
abuse, risk of suicide, eating disorders, 
poor academic outcomes, unintended 
pregnancy and other struggles. Sadly, 
survivors of teenage dating violence are 
more likely to be revictimiz ed as adults. 
These effects are compounded for girls 
and young w omen of color, w ho are less 
often recogniz ed as survivors of dating 
and sexual violence and face additional 
barriers to seeking help.”

Other summit presenters included 
Adrian Evans and Yarit Rodriguez .

Evans is currently a Navy Medical 
2fficer Recruiter based in Jackson with 
a vast background in psychology and 
social w ork-related positions. A MSU 
graduate and JSU master’ s graduate, 
Evans’  presentation dealt w ith “Dating 
Violence, Consent and Respect.” He 
also shared that nearly 20 people per 
minute are physically abused by an inti-
mate partner in the United States. “This 
is nearly 10 million w omen and men a 
year,” Evan’ s presentation indicated. 

Rodriguez , ( w hose pronouns are Elle/
El, They/ He)  of Guadalajara, Mexico 
has been a part of the movement to end 
violence for almost  seven years as a 
community advocate, organiz er, and sto-
ryteller. Currently, Yarit supports youth 
w ho are passionate about educating their 
communities on how  to prevent violence. 
“$s a first-gen, /atin[, Tueer identified 

person; it is important for them to bring 
in intersectionality and representation to 
unserved, underserved, and inadeTuately 
served populations w ho have been mar-
ginaliz ed and continue to be in the mar-
gins,” Yarit’ s biography indicates.

Participants w ere not only w ell-in-
formed but also enjoyed the w elcome 
and rapid fire Tuizzes from the Teen $d-
visory Council as w ell as talented enter-
tainment by dance group Jsuede and the 
High )reTuency %and. 

Several youth shared their summit re-
actions w ith T he Mississippi  L ink :

“That w as a really good session, and 
I’ ve learned so much more about domes-
tic violence and w ays to help those w ho 
go through it,” said De’ Kiyah Tompkins, 
a senior at :ingfield High School, Jack-
son. 

Tw o sisters ( a preteen and a teen)  of 
Madison z oomed and w ith their grand-
mother, R. E. McGee, a retired Missis-
sippi educator. “Before, I did not know  
much about this; but now  I know  w hat 
healthy and unhealthy relationships are,” 
said Aamia McGee. “It is going to help 
me so w hen I start thinking about, it is 
important to find out whether he is a nice 
person or rude person,” said Aamia, the 
preteen. 

Her sister Az alea Oliver said the part 
w here the boy in the video slaps his girl-
friend for no reason got her attention. 
“The summit helped me to learn some 
of the danger signs to look out for w hen 
getting in a relationship,” she said.  

MCADV Executive Director Wendy 
Mahoney said the summit’ s objectives 
w ere to: “raise aw areness to teen dating 
violence, provide tangible information 
for teens to utiliz e in recogniz ing dating 
violence, assist in the prevention of dat-
ing violence and empow er teens to talk 
about dating violence.”

She also said youth may become a part 
of the Teen Advisory Council by con-
tacting the MCADV at ( 601)  9 81- 9196 
or visit the w ebsite at w w w .mcadv.org

Mahoney said, if a teen is suffering in 
silence this very moment due to dating 
or relationship violence, w ith now here 
to turn, that “teen can immediately text 
LOVEIS to 22522 to get help and re-
sources.

I f you are in dange r, call 911. T he St ate 
of Mississippi  H otline is 1-888-898-
3234. T he N ational H otline is 1-800-799 
SA F E  ( 7233)

ful to w atch to all w ho w atched it. We need to 
be reminded of atrocities such as these.

For ten years, I helped plan and accompanied 
a group of Ursinus College ( Collegeville, PA)  
students and their professors to Mississippi to 
visit sites around the state to have a firsthand 
look at some of the most treacherous and un-
forgiving parts of the history of the American 
South. We w ould start our journey in Jackson 
w here w e visited Jackson State University, 
( formerly Jackson College) . Ursinus students 
learned about the killing of Phillip J. Gibbs and 
James E. Green and the shooting of tw elve oth-
ers on campus by the State Police in 19 70.

Tougaloo College w as another stop on our 
journey. Tougaloo’ s history is rich in the Civil 
Rights Movement. Student activism w as com-
monplace. Tougaloo College Archives, as stat-
ed on its w ebsite, has a collection of personal 
papers, oral histories, photographs and other 
memorabilia of persons w ho w ere active in the 
movement.

Hollis Watkins, a Tougaloo graduate and 
activist, is founder and director of Southern 
Echo. At this stop, students learned about the 
importance of community organiz ing. Watkins 
and others travelled all over the state of Missis-
sippi teaching communities how  essential it is 
for citiz ens to organiz e and have an impact on 
economic development, educational and envi-
ronmental decisions.

While also in Jackson, w e visited the home 
of one of those activist, Medgar Evers. We 
toured the Evers House, now  a National His-
toric Landmark, w here w e saw  the trajectory of 
the bullets that w ent into the home. We stood 
on the drivew ay w here Evers w as murdered.

Farish Street w as another stop. Farish Street 
w as the “largest economically independent” 
business section in Jackson, w here black 
businesses thrived. Recently, my sisters and I 
strolled dow n a few  blocks of a mostly deserted 
community. We stopped at The Alamo Theatre 
w here black folks could see a movie w ithout 
fear of being arrested because of segregation. 
Most of the businesses w ere shuttered. The Big 
Apple Inn, commonly know n back then as Big 
John¶s, was first opened in ��3�, was still open.

Another stop, for the students, on our jour-
ney w as Bolton, Mississippi to visit another 
Tougaloo College graduate and activist, Con-
gressman Bennie Thompson, w ho is in his 13th 
term in the U.S. House of Representatives. Vis-
iting Thompson¶s office was always one of the 
highlights of the trip for many reasons, perhaps 
because he is a living legion, especially now  as 
he chairs the January 6 Committee investigat-
ing the Insurrection that took place on our na-
tion’ s Capitol.

Philadelphia, Mississippi w as another stop. 
We saw  the jail w here Goodman, Chaney 
and Schw erner w ere detained and toured the 
courthouse w here Edgar Ray Killen and seven 
klansmen and w hite supremacists w ere tried 
for their murder. Chaney, from Meridian, MS, 
and Goodman and Schw erner from New  York, 
w ere w orking to help black Mississippians 
register to vote. These three activists w ere ab-
ducted and murdered in Neshoba County, Mis-
sissippi in 19 64 . Our tour w as led by Leroy 
Clemons, former president of the local chapter 
of the NAACP. Clemons is currently the execu-
tive director of the Neshoba Youth Coalition. 
Our tour ended at the murder site of Goodman, 
Chaney and Schw erner.

Many times I w ould look at the faces of the 
students where tears Àowed as Clemons told 
the story of their brutal murders as w e stood on 
the site w here they w ere buried.

As w e journeyed to the Mississippi Delta, 
many times the ride was Tuiet as we looked 
out on cotton fields, as we tried to prepare 
ourselves for the last leg of the trip. 2ur first 
stop w as in Ruleville, Mississippi to visit the 
gravesite of Fannie Lou Hamer, a voting and 
w omen’ s rights activist, a leader in the Civil 
Rights Movement and co-founder of the Free-
dom Democratic Party. Here w e paid homage 
to her and her lifetime of w ork. She is buried 
next to her beloved husband, Perry “Pap” Ham-
er.

From there to Glendora, Mississippi. We vis-
ited the Emmett Till Interpretive Center/ Mu-
seum. This Museum w as established by Mayor 
Johnny B Thomas. Thomas w ould meet us at 
the museum for a private tour. We w ere able to 
see a replica of the cotton gin fan that w as tied 
around the neck of Till. The end of our journey 
w as in Money, Mississippi. We stood on the 
very ground of Bryant’ s store w here Till and 
his cousins had entered to buy candy. This is 
the location w here he w as falsely accused.

Visiting all these places gave me the oppor-
tunity as an adult to visit places I never w ent 
as a child. I’ m sure my parents w ere trying to 
spare us from the brutal nature of violence per-
petrated against blacks. As a parent and grand-
parent I can understand w anting to protect your 
child. But our history should not be erased. 
Books should not be banned. 

One place that I have been intrigued by since 
a student at Tougaloo w as Mound Bayou, Mis-
sissippi. I w as intrigued by the fact that there 
w as an all black tow n in Mississippi that once 
thrived. I had a romanticiz ed vision of this 
black community. I don’ t recall know ing about 
Mound Bayou as a child. It certainly w as not 
in our history books. Recently, my sisters and 
I decided to take a road trip to Cleveland, Mis-
sissippi w hich w ould include Mound Bayou. 

As portrayed in the mini-series, Mound Bay-
ou w as a thriving community. Not only w as it 
thriving, it w as a thriving black community. It 
w as founded by tw o cousins, Isiah and Joshua 
Montgomery and Benjamin Gill. It w as found-
ed in 18 8 7 and aptly called “the Jew el of the 
Delta.” There w as a hospital w here blacks all 
over the state w ould come for good medical 
care. The all black school w as compared favor-
ably w ith the best w hite schools in the state. 
There w ere several churches, a z oo, sw imming 
pool, new spaper( s) , insurance company, banks, 
credit union and saw  mill, all ow ned by black 
folks.

Today, like Farish Street, most of those busi-
nesses are gone. The hospital still stands and is 
used as the Delta Health Center. 

Exploring and learning more about our his-
tory is very rew arding. Choose a place and set 
out on an adventure. As w atching the Emmett 
Till story and visiting these places allow ed us 
to see how  w e have survived as w e struggle for 
self-determination. As w e confront our history, 
w e struggle w ith love and anger. Understand-
ing our history is challenging and uplifting. But 
w e must push forw ard. In the w ords of Maya 
Angelou “And Still I Rise.”

J ames H amp ton, reference lib rarian at the 
E u d ora W elty L ib rary in J ack son, MS , contrib -
u ted  to this article. S ee p hotos p ag e 15 .

Bomb  t h r e a t s
Continued from page 1

D a t ing
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Hist or y
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Lanier High School basket-
ball legend Thomas Billups 
received a special honor at a 
Lanier basketball game just 
days before the beginning of 
Black History Month.

Billups spent over 22 years 
at Lanier w ith a record of 617-
119  and guided the team to 8  
state championships and 13 
championship game appear-
ances. He w as honored and 
presented w ith an alumni blaz -
er by the Lanier High School 
National Alumni Association 
( LHSNAA)  on January 21, 
2022 after the Lanier girls’  bas-
ketball game, just prior to the 
boy’ s game. 

Al Thomas, president of 
LHSNAA and Beverly Harris-
Williams, Lanier alumnus and 
retired FBI agent, made the 
presentation. Z ach Wallace, 
Hinds County Circuit Clerk 
and former basketball player 
under Billups, spoke of the ex-
periences he and other players 
had under Billups. 

Billups, w ho expressed his 
gratitude for the honor, told The 
Mississippi Link of his histori-
cal coaching career in Missis-
sippi. He coached one ( 1)  year 
at Oak Grove High School in 
Hattiesburg, tw elve ( 12)  com-
bined years at both the Vicks-
burg High School Program and 
Vicksburg Junior High School 
Program, three ( 3)  years at 
Blackburn Middle School in 
Jackson and ( 23)  tw enty-three 
years at Lanier High School.

Billups said the honor be-
stow ed upon him by the asso-
ciation brought back so many 
memories. “We had the best 
fans in not just Mississippi but 
in the country,” he stated. “The 
fans supported us no matter 
w here w e w ere playing –  they 
w ere going to be there. It can’ t 
get any better than that and If 
I had to do it all over again, I 
w ould do it right there at Lani-
er,” he said.

Chandler Evans, a Jackson 
native, played basketball under 
Billups at Blackburn Middle 
School in the early 19 9 0s. He 
w as happy to hear about Bil-
lup’ s recognition. He said, 
“Coach Billups pushed us past 
the threshold into an unfamil-
iar place of accountability, in-
tensity and intestinal fortitude. 
He took young boys and trans-
formed us into young men, not 
only preparing us for games on 
the court, but a solid founda-
tion for life.” Evans resides in 
Richmond, VA w here he w orks 
for Child Protective Services.

While at Lanier Billups w as 
named Mississippi Coach of 
the Year three times and Clar-
ion Ledger’s Metro Coach of 
the Year four times. He is now  
in his 7th year as head coach at 
Tougaloo College in Tougaloo, 
MS.

Billups is a native of Louis-
ville, MS w here he graduated 
from Camile High School. He 
received his bachelor’ s and 
master’ s degree in Health, 
Physical Education and Recre-
ation from Jackson State Uni-
versity.

The LHSNAA is a non-
profi t, 50��3 organization 
established in 19 9 8  by Lanier 
graduates committed to the 
school, community, and stu-
dents in Jackson, Mississippi.  
For tw o consecutive years 
( 2021-2022) , the association 
has received The Mississippi 
Association of Partners in Edu-
cation Governor’ s aw ard and is 
in the running to receiving it a 
third time in 2022.

Thomas said, “:e are �500 
strong! ”

Lanier High School basketball coach 
Thomas Billups honored at game

(L-R) Thomas, coach Billups, Harris-Williams Billups

Lanier High School Basketball Showcase

Billups and Beverly Harris-WilliamsZack Wallace Billups’ alumni blazer

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher



One of Mississippi’ s Re-
publican U.S. senators said 
that if President Joe Biden 
nominates a black w oman to 
the U.S. Supreme Court, that 
nominee would be the benefi -
ciary of a “q uota.’ ’

Sen. Roger Wicker spoke 
about the nomination Friday 
on the Gallo Radio Show , 
w hich aims primarily at a 
conservative audience on the 
statew ide netw ork Supertalk 
Mississippi.

The host, Paul Gallo, 
asked Wicker about Biden’ s 
promise to nominate a black 
w oman to succeed retiring 
Justice Stephen Breyer. Gallo 
said Biden should w ant to say 
the nominee is the best of any 
ethnicity or any gender.

“It’ s exactly w hat Biden 
said he w ould do in his cam-
paign, so he¶s Must fulfi lling 
a campaign promise and he 
told the w hole w orld that’ s 
exactly w hat he w as going to 
do,” Wicker said of Biden’ s 
plan to nominate a black 
w oman.

“The irony is that the Su-
preme Court is, at the very 
same time, hearing cases 
about this sort of affi rmative 
racial discrimination w hile 

adding someone w ho is the 
benefi ciary of this sort of 
q uota,’ ’  Wicker said. “The 
majority of the court may 
be saying, w rit large, it’ s un-
constitutional. We’ ll see how  
that irony w orks out.’ ’

Wicker declined to ex-

plain his remarks Monday in 
Washington.

“I’ ll let that interview  
stand,’ ’  Wicker told report-
ers.

In the radio interview , 
Wicker said that w ith Brey-
er’ s retirement: “We’ re go-

ing to go from a nice, stately, 
left-w ing liberal to someone 
w ho’ s probably more in the 
style of Sonia Sotomayor. 
The votes w ill be the same, 
so it’ s a lateral move.”

He said Biden gets to make 
a Supreme Court nomination 
partly because of people w ho 
vote Republican w ere un-
comfortable voting for Presi-
dent Donald Trump in 2020 
“because they had a problem 
w ith his demeanor.’ ’

“We’ ll have 30 years of a 
left-w ing judge w hen, you 
know , w e could’ ve had at 
some point, three, another 
stellar member like the three 
that w e have gotten recently, 
particularly in Amy Coney 
Barrett and Brett Kavana-
ugh,’ ’  Wicker said.

He said he does not expect 
any Republicans to support 
Biden’ s eventual nominee.

“But w e w ill not treat her 
like the Democrats did Brett 
Kavanaugh,’ ’  Wicker said. 
“It w as one of the most dis-
graceful, shameful things 
–  and completely untruthful 
things –  that the Democratic 
judiciary majority has ever, 
ever done.’ ’

A P rep orter F arnou sh 
A miri contrib u ted  to this re-
p ort from W ashing ton.
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Entergy Mississippi 
customers can 

receive free tax prep
For more than 12 years, Entergy 

Mississippi employees have volun-
teered to help customers w ho q ual-
ify for the federal Earned Income 
Tax Credit receive help claiming 
the money they have earned. And 
this year is no different.

The company is also continuing 
its partnership w ith community 
advocates to support free IRS-cer-
tifi ed 9olunteer Income Ta[ $s-
sistance tax preparation services 
for q ualifying customers. Funding 
for this effort is provided through 
shareholder contributions and does 
not impact customer bills.

Since 2009 , Entergy’ s support 
of 9olunteer Income Ta[ $ssis-
tance sites has helped return $ 29 8  
million to more than 164 ,000 resi-
dents throughout the company’ s 
utility service area in Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas. 
In Mississippi, nearly 35,000 resi-
dents have received more than $ 76 
million.

The federal government esti-
mates EITC has lifted more than 
5.6 million people out of poverty, 
including 3 million children. How -
ever, one out of fi ve people who 
q ualify for the EITC fail to claim it. 

“The Earned Income Tax Credit 
is one of our country’ s more effec-
tive tools for lifting low -income 
w orkers and their families above 

the poverty line,” said Amy Da-
vidson, Entergy Mississippi senior 
public affairs representative. “Our 
goal is to increase the amount of 
federal money returned to our cus-
tomers by raising aw areness of the 
credit and supporting 9IT$ sites 
to help Tualifi ed customers avoid 
high fees.”

Free tax preparation services are 
provided at 9IT$ sites throughout 
the 2022 ta[ season. $t local 9IT$ 
sites, IRS-certifi ed volunteers from 
Entergy Mississippi and communi-
ty partners w ill be available to help 
residents w ho earn $ 57,000 or less 
determine if they q ualify to receive 
the ta[ benefi ts. 4ualifying fami-
lies can receive as much as $ 6,700 
through EITC. 

In some 9IT$ locations, local 
community partners are offering 
appointments for tax preparation 
services, drop-off tax prep ser-
vices, fi nancial coaching, budget 
w orkshops, free legal services and 
more. Contact the provider in your 
community to confi rm available 
services. 9IT$ site locations are 
available at entergy.com/ freetax-
help or by calling 211.

Residents may sign up to have 
their taxes prepared at g etyou r-
refu nd .org . Information from 
g etyou rrefu nd .org  w ill be used 
to match a ta[ fi ler with a nearby 
9IT$ provider.

Entergy Mississippi 
customers can receive 

free tax prep
Volunteers will also help 

qualifying customers claim their 
Earned Income Tax Credit
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Wicker said he does not expect any Republicans to support 
Biden’s eventual nominee.



FedEx (NYSE: FDX), the world’s largest 
express transportation company, recently an-
nounced the launch of the FedEx-HBCU Stu-
dent Ambassador Program. The program dem-
onstrates a continued commitment to helping 
prepare students who attend Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) to be future 
leaders with opportunities to learn about the Fe-
dEx enterprise from executives, build leadership 
and career-ready skills, and participate in unique 
experiences, while also helping expand the com-
pany’s pipeline for diverse talent.

The program provides students from eight HB-
CUs with a unique, practical experience designed 
to help prepare them for leadership and the work-
force. Student participants were selected from the 
following HBCUs:

• Jackson State University (Jackson, Miss.)
• Tennessee State University (Nashville, Tenn.)
• LeMoyne-Owen College (Memphis, Tenn.)
• Mississippi Valley State University (Itta 

Bena, Miss.)
• Lane College (Jackson, Tenn.)
• Paul Quinn College (Dallas, TX.)
� 0iles College ()airfi eld, $la.)
• Fayetteville State University (Fayetteville, 

N.C.)
The program will offi cially kick off in 0arch, 

with the fi rst cohort of students who will partici-
pate in virtual and hybrid meetings. The intent is 
to introduce a new cohort each year, to align with 
the fi ve-year commitment to H%C8s that )ed([ 
announced last year.

Students were selected based on their career 
interests in various areas, including e-commerce, 
sustainability, IT/tech, logistics, marketing com-
munications, sales, data/analytics, operations, 
and more. The students will have the opportunity 
to participate in seminars designed to provide 
empowerment, engagement, and education; plus, 
access to resources that will hopefully offer them 
an edge as they prepare to enter the workforce 
after college. In addition, the fi rst cohort of stu-
dent participants will help set the direction for 
upcoming FedEx Ambassador programs, such 
as career pathways initiatives, HBCU leadership 
institutes, and student forums/think tanks.

FedEx also hosted a ‘Listen and Learn’ conver-
sation with NASCAR drivers Denny Hamlin and 
Bubba Wallace with sports representatives from 
Tennessee State and Jackson State Universities. 
Hamlin unveiled a special HBCU paint scheme 
featured on his #11 FedEx Toyota during last 
year’s NASCAR Cup Series race at Daytona; and 
presidents from Mississippi Valley State Univer-
sity, Tennessee State University, Jackson State 
University, and LeMoyne-Owen College partici-
pated in a virtual roundtable discussion.

“The FedEx-HBCU Student Ambassador pro-
gram will continue to strengthen our important 
relationships with HBCUs across the country,” 
said Judy Edge, corporate vice president of hu-
man resources at FedEx. “We’re preparing to-
morrow’s leaders, and the students we reach 
through this program will gain valuable practical 
experience that will help prepare them to enter 
the workforce. It will also help us to continue to 
bring diverse talent into our pipeline at FedEx.”

FedEx leaders, school presidents, and student 
program participants will participate in a special 
ceremonial presentation during the ringing of 
The Closing Bell® at the New York Stock Ex-
change (NYSE) on February 1 commemorating 
the launch of the program and a nationwide cel-
ebration of Black History.

T o learn more ab ou t F ed E x  su p p ort of H B CU s, 
p lease visit w w w .fed ex cares.com.

Each month, the JPS administra-
tion honors principals who exhibit 
the core values of equity, excel-
lence, growth mindset, relation-
ships, relevance and a positive and 
respectful culture. Congratulations 
to the following educators on being 
named January’s administrators of 
the month:

Dr. Sara Harper, principal of Mc-
Willie Elementary School in Divi-
sion 1, has served in education for 
over 22 years. She has served at Mc-
Willie for 15 years, with nine years 
as principal. Dr. Harper works hard 
to ensure student growth for stu-
dents in the Montessori program 
and PreK program. Her profession-
al goal is provide a compassionate 
learning community and solid aca-
demic foundation so that the needs 
are met for the whole child.

Dr. Harper has a bachelor’s de-
gree in Elementary Education and 
Exceptional Education from Mill-
saps, a master’s degree in Counsel-
ing from Jackson State and a doctor-
ate in Education Leadership from 
Mississippi College. Dr. Harper 
serves on the board for the Millsaps 
Principals’ Institute, Leadership 
Greater Jackson and First Tee of 
Central Mississippi and is an active 
member of Junior League Jackson.

Dr. Yolanda Lloyd is the prin-
cipal of John Hopkins Elemen-
tary School in Division 2. She has 
served as a teacher, assistant prin-
cipal, and educational consultant 
during her education career. Dr. 
Lloyd’s vision, “John Hopkins Ele-
mentary allows me to provide lead-
ership and expertise for the purpose 
of educating children.” She has a 
wealth of knowledge with subject 
area content, learning strategies, 
and ensuring teaching and learning 
is relevant in the classroom.

Dr. Lloyd received her Ed. D., 
Early Childhood Education, Ed. 
S., and Educational Leadership, 
M.A., Elementary Education (K-
8), from Jackson State University. 
She received her B.S., Elementary 
Education (K-8) from Delta State 
University.

Kevin L. Culver is the princi-
pal of Northwest Jackson Middle 
School. With over 20 years as an 
educational practitioner, Mr. Cul-
ver began his teaching career in the 
Jefferson Davis County School Dis-
trict where he taught a plethora of 
advanced Mathematics courses in-
cluding 7th grade Mathematics, 8th 
grade Mathematics, 8th grade Pre-
algebra, Algebra 1, Algebra 2, and 
Pre-calculus/Trigonometry for 14 
years. He also served as head varsi-

ty baseball coach, head junior high 
football coach, head junior varsity 
football coach and assistant varsity 
football coach. Upon employment 
with the Jackson Public School 
District, Culver began working at 
Morrison Academic Advancement 
Center where he taught 8th grade 
pre-algebra and served as an as-
sistant football coach at Jim Hill 
High School. Culver transitioned 
to Northwest Jackson International 
Baccalaureate World Middle School 
as Mathematics Interventionist and 
later became Lead Teacher.

He started his college matricu-
lation at Jackson State University.  
However, he received both a Bach-
elor of Science degree and Master 
of Education degree in Mathemat-
ics from William Carey College 
(now William Carey University). 
Additionally, he earned a Specialist 
in Education degree in Educational 
Leadership from Arkansas State 
University.

Torrey Hampton is the principal 
of Forest Hill High School (FHHS), 
also known as the University of 
South Jackson. His tenure at FHHS 
began in 2018. Since then, his time 
and energy has been spent trans-
forming the culture and climate of 
the school along with ensuring that 
the academic integrity of the schol-

ars is the primary focus. Under his 
leadership, their school community 
has seen increases in academics, 
teacher retention, and graduation 
rates.

His educational career began in 
1999 in the Holmes County School 
District where he taught in a fi fth 
grade self-contained class. The 
following year he taught the fi fth-
grade class, along with sixth grade 
math. In August 2002, Mr. Hamp-
ton was hired at Blackburn Middle 
School where he taught sixth grade 
math until May 2013. While at 
Blackburn, he was team leader for 
one of the sixth-grade teams, head 
boys’ basketball and track coach. 
During the time at Blackburn, 
Hampton had the opportunity to 
dive into leadership by leading en-
richment programs during the sum-
mer and stepping in when members 
of the administration team were 
out.

Hampton is a military veteran of 
seventeen years.  He was honorably 
discharged with a rank of 02 ( 1st 
Lieutenant). Hampton holds de-
grees from Alcorn State University, 
Mississippi State University, and 
Jackson State University. He is cur-
rently completing the doctoral pro-
gram at Jackson State University.
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of Excellence for the 

Month of January 2022
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announces 

launch
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Program
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In honor of Black History Month, 
Career Clarifi er offers free career 

tests to students attending HBCUs
Career Clarifi er //C an-

nounced today that it is giv-
ing away 2,500 career tests to 
college students enrolled at 
an HBCU in honor of Black 
History Month. The tests 
will help 1st and 2nd-year 
students to identify appeal-
ing majors. Juniors and se-
niors can use their test results 
to discover exciting career 
options. Students attending 
an HBCU can request a free 
career test with a premium 
results report at https://www.
careerclarif ier.com/hbcu/
student-sign-up.

“Black History Month is a 
celebration of achievements 
by Black Americans, and 
Career Clarifi er is thrilled to 
donate our innovative career 
test to support the success of 
the next generation of Black 
leaders”, said Jeff Neil, com-
pany co-founder.

Career Clarifi er is the fi rst 
career test that is specifi cally 

designed for college students 
and graduates. Unlike most 
career tests that focus on 
personality, Career Clarifi er 
identifi es a student¶s appeal-

ing skills, abilities, and inter-
ests and then matches them 
to career options that typical-
ly require a college degree.

For the month of February 

2020, HBCU students will 
receive a 90-page Premium 
Results report that includes 
a list of appealing skills and 
abilities, 20 specifi c careers 

that best fi t them, detailed 
2-page profi les for each rec-
ommended career, education 
suggestions, and a directory 
of exciting work settings that 
match their interests.

Career Clarifi er believes 
in a future where all people 
have careers that let them 
achieve their potential. That’s 
why for every test they sell, 
the company’s social mission 
is to give away a free Ca-
reer Clarifi er test to college 
students from traditionally 
underserved communities, 
including fi rst-generation 
college students, students of 
color, and veterans who are 
enrolled in college.

If the company receives 
more than 2,500 requests 
from HBCU students for free 
Career Clarifi er tests during 
Black History month, the 
company will create a wait-
list that will be used for fu-
ture donations from its social 
impact program.

Special to The Mississippi Link

Mississippi Valley State University Wire Service

Career Clarifi er is about helping college students discover the specifi c types of jobs that best 
fi t them.



Scientists are now  closely 
monitoring a new  mutation of 
the Omicron variant, the World 
Health 2rganization confi rmed 
January 26. With the omicron 
swarming the world, offi cials 
have identifi ed %$.2 as an off-
shoot of that highly transmis-
sible variant.

It is “not a variant of concern,” 
offi cials at the :orld Health 2r-
ganization maintained. Howev-
er, %$.2 numbers reportedly are 
rising, w ith at least 4 0 countries 
showing cases to a global vari-
ant tracking database.

The subvariant has spread 
rapidly in Denmark and the 
United Kingdom, w ith almost 
half of recent cases in Denmark 
attributed to %$.2.

Health offi cials reported that 
the subvariant has arrived in 
$merica, with two confi rmed 
cases in Washington State.
Overall, more than 8 ,000 cases 
of %$.2 have been found, but its 
origin remains undetermined.

“It is the nature of viruses to 

evolve and mutate, so it’ s to be 
e[pected that we will continue 
to see new  variants emerge as 
the pandemic goes on,” Dr. 
0eera Chand, the C29ID-�� 
incident director at the UK 

Health Security $gency, noted 
in a statement. “So far, there 
is insuffi cient evidence to de-
termine whether %$.2 causes 
more severe illness than 2mi-
cron %$.�, but data is limited.”

2ffi cials have pointed out that 
most variants, like Delta and 
Omicron, have subvariants.

“Conventional C29ID-�� 
tests can show a positive or a 
negative result, but they can’ t 

determine specifi c variants. )or 
that, scientists need to do addi-
tional genetic seTuencing,” Dr. 
Nitya RaMeshumi, a pediatrics 
resident at the Children¶s Hos-
pital of Philadelphia, wrote for 

$%C News.
“Conveniently, the Omicron 

variant has a particular genetic 
signature that allow s scientists 
to q uickly and easily determine 
if the sample is 2micron or not,” 
Dr. RaMeshumi wrote.

The new %$.2 subvari-
ant does not have that feature, 
meaning scientists can no longer 
use this shortcut – “though they 
can still identify the subvariant 
using genetic seTuencing tech-
nology,” the doctor continued.

%ecause of this, the %$.2 
subvariant has sometimes been 
referred to as the “stealth” vari-
ant. %ut for the general public, 
conventional C29ID-�� tests 
w ill still w ork to detect the new  
subvariant.

“:hile it¶s important to un-
derstand that in the family of 
2micron, there is a sub-lineage 
that is potentially more trans-
missible, it¶s not necessar-
ily a cause for panic,” Dr. John 
%rownstein, chief innovation 
offi cer at Harvard 8niversity¶s 
%oston Children¶s Hospital, told 
Dr. RaMeshumi.

It¶s 2022 and the C29ID pan-
demic is still with us. Pandemic 
fatigue is understandable at this 
point. %ut the loss of more than 
�2�,000 $mericans to date and 
the arrival of a new, more trans-
missible variant, should drive a 
renewed push to turn the tide. 

We have the tools to do it. We 
know  w here our focus must be, 
but one area of great concern is 
rural $merica.

Rural communities are 
among the hardest hit w ith the 
latest wave of the pandemic 
still rolling across $merica. 
2micron renews C29ID¶s as-
sault on the unvaccinated. Last 
fall, the incidence rates of C2-
9ID-�� in rural $merica were 
roughly 5� percent higher than 
elsewhere in the country, ac-

cording to the Rural Policy Re-
search Institute. To date, if you 
live in a rural community, you 
are more than tw ice as likely to 
die from C29ID than those in 
non-rural areas.

$nalysis from T he D aily Y on-
d er show ed that incident rates 
climbed nearly 50 percent in 
rural counties in the tw o w eeks 
follow ing the Thanksgiving 
holiday, a w orrisome trend w ith 
the rapid spread of the 2micron 
variant now . 

The disparity reTuires an ef-
fort to reach families in these 
communities w ith trusted 
voices, sound science, and ac-
curate information. Trusted ru-
ral voices have banded together 
w ith the National Rural Health 
$ssociation (NRH$) and C2-
9ID Collaborative to address 

the disparity and look for op-
portunities to speak directly 
with rural $mericans about the 
vaccines. 

Together w ith organiz ations 
like the $merican )arm %ureau 
)ederation, the Cooperative 
Extension System, and others, 
we are standing together to en-
courage $mericans who may 
still be q uestioning vaccines 
to seek out the latest accurate 
information about getting vac-
cinated. This w ork takes many 
forms. 

$ national PS$ campaign, 
co-sponsored by the $d Coun-
cil and C29ID Collaborative, 
brings the real stories of seven 
families in rural $merica di-
rectly impacted by C29ID, 
shining a light on their journeys 
from vaccine-hesitant to vac-
cinated. The PS$s drive view-
ers to an online resource hub 

–  g etvaccineansw ers.org  –  for 
straight talk and fact-based in-
formation on C29ID vaccines.

$ wide range of factors im-
pacts individuals¶ decisions to 
get educated and to get vacci-
nated. $ccording to $d Coun-
cil research last year, large 
groups of rural $mericans 
w ho remain undecided about 
vaccination continue to have 
concerns about long-term side 
effects of the vaccines (�3.��) 
and doubts about the effi cacy of 
vaccination (��.��) due to new 
breakthrough cases.

)amilies, faith and the fabric 
and connections across local 
communities themselves w ill 
play a key role in this ongo-
ing effort to overcome vaccine 
hesitancy. 

The NRH$ is also working 
alongside C29ID Collabora-
tive to disseminate a commu-

nication toolkit to its netw ork 
of members, partners and pro-
viders. :e want to eTuip rural 
employers, small business own-
ers, and other trusted voices 
w ith conversation starters, data 
and vaccine facts to improve 
access to vaccines and to help 
overcome the hesitancy in rural 
$merica. 

$ nationwide response must 
reach every part of the country, 
and we are eager to help engage 
more $mericans to get answers 
to their good q uestions about 
vaccines.

Rural $merica is not a mono-
lith. The diversity across rural 
$merica is as rich and e[pan-
sive as our country itself. We 
can¶t e[pect to move the needle 
w ith a single act or message. 
Combined efforts like the one 
NRH$ and C29ID Collabora-
tive are proud to help lead aim 

to meet rural $mericans where 
they are through their trusted 
healthcare and medical leaders, 
houses of worship, the agricul-
tural community and the small 
business community.

In times of crisis, $mericans 
alw ays rise to the challenge. 
:e¶re optimistic 2022 will 
bring renewed efforts and prog-
ress in our work to help rural 
$mericans overcome vaccine 
hesitancy and accelerate the 
day when all $mericans can 
safely return to leading active 
and productive lives. 

A lan Morg an is CE O of the 
N ational Ru ral H ealth A sso-
ciation, online at ru ralhealth.
u s. J ohn M. B rid g eland  is co-
fou nd er and  CE O of COV I D  
Collab orative and  former D i-
rector of the W hite H ou se D o-
mestic Policy Cou ncil, online at 
covid collab orative.u s. 
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Subvariant to Omicron 
detected by scientists in 40 
countries, including the U.S.

New hope for rural America
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When this 
year started, I 
did not make 
new  year’ s 
resolutions but 
prayed for God 
to show  me 
w hat I needed 

to w ork on. The w ord that came 
to my spirit was purifi cation. I 
w rote it dow n and found scrip-
tures that related to having a 
pure heart and mind. Honestly, 
I w as excited because after be-
ing hurt by people and disap-
pointed in myself, I needed to 
w ork on having a pure heart. 
Moreover, I thought that focus-
ing on this w ord w ould give me 
the strength to fi nally let go of 
some things I’ d been holding 
on to.

As I started to think and 
pray more about the w ord, 
I realiz ed that I’ ve often 
thought of purifi cation as an 
unpleasant process that in-
volved sacrifi ce and giving 
up things I enjoyed.

How ever, after studying 
scripture, I’ m starting to re-
alize that purifi cation isn¶t 
about saying w hat you do 
and don’ t do. For example, 
just because you don’ t drink, 
smoke, do drugs and are sexu-
ally moral doesn’ t necessarily 
mean you have a pure heart 
either. What I’ m starting to 
see is that the sometimes fi -
ery process of purifi cation is 
designed to get us to the point 
where we choose to reÀ ect 
God and not the troubles that 
w e have experienced.

I believe that there are tw o 
w ays that w e can discover the 
blessing of *od¶s purifi ca-
tion. First, w e have to draw  
closer to God. James 4 :8  says 
“Come near to God and he 
w ill come near to you. Wash 
your hands, you sinners, and 
purify your hearts, you dou-
ble-minded.”

It takes courage to humble 
ourselves and then take the 
fi rst step of drawing near to 
God. What keeps us from 
making that fi rst step" Some-

times it’ s fear or even pride 
that keeps us from doing so.

The scripture reference to 
being double minded refers 
to being caught/ committed 
to tw o opposing view points, 
unstable and keeping your 
options open. Being double-
minded also keeps us from 
draw ing closer to God and 
staying close to God.

Next, w e have to accept 
God’ s Grace. 1 John 1:9 en-
courages ‘ If w e confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just 
and w ill forgive us our sins 
and purify us from all unrigh-
teousness.” This means w e 
have to acknow ledge w hen w e 
have a breach in our relation-
ship w ith God. This breach is 
not alw ays an action; some-
times sin is an attitude. Some-
times the attitude isn’ t against 
others; it’ s against ourselves. 

I’ ve had to learn to stop be-
ing so hard on myself for mak-
ing mistakes. After doing this, 
it w as easier to accept that 
God’ s grace covers any mis-
take I’ ve made in the past and 

w ill make in the future.
According to the w ebsite 

Hope for the Heart, purifi ca-
tion of gold during biblical 
times w as a process w here 
the refi ner looked for his re-
À ection on the surface of the 
melted gold. As the impurities 
w ere exposed and removed, 
the image of the refi ner be-
came clearer. The refi ning 
process w as complete w hen 
the image of the refi ner on the 
gold w as not w arped.

Likew ise, w hen w e allow  
the fi ery testing of our char-
acter by God to show  the ar-
eas that w e need to w ork on 
and be healed from, w e then 
start to reÀ ect more of *od¶s 
pure heart and not our ow n 
broken hearts.

Shewanda Riley is the au-
thor of “Love Hangover: Mov-
ing From Pain to Purpose Af-
ter a Relationship Ends” and 
“Writing to the Beat of God’s 
Heart: A Book of Prayers for 
Writers.” Email preservedby-
purpose@gmail.com or Twit-
ter @shewanda.

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

The purpose
of puri� cation
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SUNDAY
Worship Services
10 a.m. in person

Or you may worship with us via 
Facebook or our YouTube 

channel at CHMBC
Pastor

Chauncy L. Jordan

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

In John 19 :26-27 
w e read: “When 
Jesus therefore saw  
His mother and 
the disciple w hom 
He loved stand-
ing by, He said 

to His mother, ‘ Woman, behold 
your son! ’  Then He said to the 
disciple, ‘ Behold your mother! ’  
And from that hour that disciple 
took her to his ow n home.” What 
was Jesus doing" He was sever-
ing ties. :hy" The connection 
that had been used to bring Him 
into this world was fi nished. It 
was fulfi lled, and now He said to 
His mother, “Woman,” letting us 
know  the other part w as done. In 
other w ords, Mary’ s role of being 
His mother was fulfi lled. He was 
not being disrespectful or dis-
honoring her. Jesus w as making 
sure that she w ould have someone 
to take care of her and that she 
w ould have a son to replace the 
Son whom she had brought forth 
from her w omb.

Jesus w anted to establish that 
the connection betw een His 
earthly mother and Himself w as 
fi nished. 0ary was an individual 
just like everyone else, yet Jesus 
took care of her by assigning a 
son to her. Dear one, God does all 
things w ell. The Catholic Church 

tells people that Jesus assigned 
her to everyone as mother, but 
that is not true because the Bible 
tells us in Galatians 4 :26, “But the 
Jerusalem above is free, w hich 
is the mother of us all.” Mary is 
not the mother of all Christians, 
but Jerusalem ( the church)  is the 
mother of us all.

If Mary w ere our mother ( but 
she is not) , it w ould contradict Je-
sus’  ow n w ords in Luke 14 :26, “If 
anyone comes to Me and does not 
hate ( or love less)  his father and 
mother, w ife and children, broth-
ers and sisters, yes, and his ow n 
life also, he cannot be My disci-
ple.” :hat was Jesus saying" :e 
have to put Him ahead of every-
one else. There is no other name 
under Heaven w hereby w e must 
be saved. Mary w as a good per-
son. She was a very honorable and 
blessed individual. How ever, the 
Bible says in Hebrew s 9 :27, “And 
as it is appointed for men to die 
once, but after this the judgment.” 
Second Corinthians 5��0 tells us, 
“For w e must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ; that 
everyone may receive the thigs 
done in his body according to that 
he hath done, w hether it be good 
or bad.”

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church of 
God, 31 Joynes Road, Hampton, 
VA 23669. 

P R E S E R V E D We must 
hear the 

Word and 
keep It By Shewanda Riley

C ol u m nist

 By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
S pecial  to T h e Mississippi Link



President Joe Biden’ s 
fi rst year in offi ce has 
brought both triumphs 
and disappointments. 
There¶s no Tuestion that 
the administration has 
w ork to do on voting 

rights and on passing the critical social 
infrastructure pieces of the %uild %ack 
%etter plan.

%ut fi rmly in the “wins” column is the 
president¶s e[traordinary success nomi-
nating and confi rming to the federal 
bench e[traordinarily Tualifi ed Mudges 
with a demonstrated commitment to civ-
il rights, especially black women Mudges. 
This is profoundly important to our legal 
system, to how Mustice is administered 
and to how everyday people e[perience 
life in our democracy, whether they ever 
fi nd themselves in court or not. 

That¶s because even though the Su-
preme Court grabs headlines when it 
decides a big case, the high court takes 
only a few cases every year. The vast 
maMority of federal cases is decided in 
the lower courts, at the circuit and dis-
trict levels. This is where rulings are 
made that affect our right to vote, to not 
be discriminated against in housing or 
access to health care, and so much more.

Having a strong contingent of black 
women Mudges on these courts means 
the lived e[perience they bring ± in ad-
dition to their stellar legal credentials 
± is coming into play in deciding cases 
that will shape all our lives for years to 
come.

The numbers tell a powerful story. $ 
full �5 percent of President %iden¶s cir-
cuit court nominees have been people of 
color. Three Tuarters have been women, 
and �2 percent have been black women. 

These statistics break all previous for 
inclusion on the critically important cir-
cuit courts, whose opinions establish the 
law in all the states in their region.

The president has shown a similar 
commitment to diversity on the dis-
trict courts, as well. $nd all this comes 
against a backdrop of record-shattering 
appointments overall� %iden has had 
more lower federal court Mudges (circuit 
and district combined) confi rmed than 
any other president in his fi rst year, in 
�0 years.

Probe beneath the numbers and you 
discover even more compelling sto-
ries� the personal histories of the black 
women tapped by %iden to serve on our 
highest courts.

$ distinguished <ale /aw School 
graduate, Candace Jackson-$kiwumi 
had her pick of high-powered legal Mobs. 
She worked for a while at a prestigious 
law fi rm, then Tuit to become a public 
defender, representing people who could 
not afford a lawyer. In that role, she 
helped e[pose the government¶s use of 
“phony stash houses,” a way to trap peo-
ple into committing crimes they would 
not otherwise commit. Today she serves 
as the only black Mudge on the Seventh 
Circuit Court of $ppeals in Chicago.

Similarly, <ale alumna (unice /ee 
spent 20 years at 0anhattan¶s 2ffi ce 
of the $ppellate Defender, representing 
poor people in New <ork City convicted 
of felonies. Today she is a Mudge on the 
Second Circuit Court of $ppeals in New 
<ork.

$nd .etanMi %rown Jackson, a Har-
vard /aw graduate, devoted years of her 
career to public service, representing 
low-income people in :ashington, D.C., 
as a public defender. She also served on 
the 8.S. Sentencing Commission, where 
she worked to end the unMust discrep-

ancy between sentences for crack and 
powder cocaine. Today she serves on the 
D.C. Circuit and is often talked about as 
a future Supreme Court nominee.

The paths to confi rmation for these 
women and their fellow nominees were 
tainted by attacks, racist and other-
wise. The right-wing press criticized 
these nominees as “radical liberals.” 
The Senate Judiciary Committee asked 
Jackson and Jackson-$kiwumi point-
blank at their confi rmation hearings if 
race would play a role in their Mudicial 
decision-making. $nd far-right conser-
vatives did everything they could to de-
lay their confi rmation. %ut all of them 
prevailed, with dignity, grit and grace, 
the Tualities that so many accomplished 
black women have shown in the face of 
adversity.

$nd the story is still being written. 
2n the campaign trail, President %iden 
promised to name the fi rst black woman 
to the Supreme Court, and Justice Ste-
phen %reyer¶s retirement paves the way 
for that to occur. Soon, we may see that 
woman take a long-overdue and rightful 
seat on the nation¶s highest court� I look 
forward to celebrating that beautiful and 
momentous day.

B en J ealou s serv es as president  of  
P eople F or t he A m eric an W ay  and 
P rof essor of  P rac t ic e in t he A f ric ana 
S t u dies D epart m ent  at  t he U niv ersit y  
of  P ennsy lv ania w here he t eac hes lead-
ership.  J ealou s has dec ades of  ex peri-
enc e as a leader,  c oalit ion b u ilder,  c am -
paigner f or soc ial j u st ic e and seasoned 
nonprofi t executive. In 2008, he was 
c hosen as t he y ou ngest -ev er president  
and CE O  of  t he N A A CP .  H e is a gradu -
at e of  Colu m b ia U niv ersit y  and O x f ord,  
w here he w as a R hodes S c holar,  and he 
has t au ght  at  P rinc et on and t he U niv er-
sit y  of  P ennsy lv ania.

:hat do %etty :hite, 
John 0adden, /ani 
*uinier, Sidney Portier 
and Sonia /ee Jordan 
have in common" They 
were all favorites and 
widely-known� e[cept 

for the last one. Sonia Renee /ee Jor-
dan was my stepsister, and her tran-
sition is personal and painful. I could 
write a stage play about our lives, sep-
arate and apart. Sonia had a dry wit, 
but she was funnier than %etty was. 
She never broadcasted a game on )o[ 
Sports, but she called every contest as 
she saw it. She was not a law professor 
and national activist like /ani, but she 
held her own in this community.

Thespians, directors and stage pro-
ducers say that there are fi ve primary 
stage directions in plays and dramatic 
venues. They include center stage, 
stage right, stage left, upstage and 
downstage. 8nfortunately, our fam-
ily¶s center stage suddenly faded to 
black. Sonia never acted in any movie, 
but you still had to guess who was 
coming to dinner because everybody 
was welcome at her table, whether 
the spread was hers or not. This loss 
pierces my soul because she was cen-
ter stage in her family, in our blended 
family.

0y dad had not been married to my 
stepmother Dollie very long before 
they started “blending” the families. 
She had four, he had three, and they 
would later have another. So, it was 

Paul, Sonia, Rita, me, /orna (Denise), 
9ictor and *ina. *regory /ynn came 
later. :e became the Negro�%lack ver-
sion of the %rady %unch every other 
weekend or thereabouts. James %rown 
was ushering out Negro, and we were 
settling into the “%lack and Proud” 
era. The fi rst encounter that comes to 
mind was a fi eld trip of sorts. I can¶t 
remember where, but I recall thinking 
that the task was not doable. 

Paul was gone, but how do you get 
man and wife with si[ kids securely 
seated in a ���� 9olkswagen %ug" So-
nia, who was already near si[ feet by 
this time, made the ultimate sacrifi ce 
and engineered the seating plan. She 
sat in the middle, straddling the hump 
on the 9: À oor. Three others sat with 
her in the back, and the last two sat in 
the Mump seat. %efore S89s and hatch-
backs, 9:¶s and station wagons had 
Mump seats. 9olkswagen %eetles had a 
trunk in the front, a motor in the back, 
and a 3[5-storage area inside. 

$ll of us kids wanted to be in that 
tight spot. Sonia negotiated a settle-
ment so that all of us got what we 
wanted. That was her role throughout 
life. She sacrifi ced and mediated, so 
nobody else ever had to. Sonia eventu-
ally became the big sister, and I was 
the big brother after Paul passed at an 
early age. 2ur Mob has been to “herd 
cats” and “keep the children” together 
over the years. 8nfortunately, deaths, 
divorce and detours have a way of 
dismembering familial relationships. 
However, Sonia¶s will to keep our 
family unifi ed remained undeterred.

Sonia contracted C29ID. No Shot. 
I have been so damned angry since I 
was summoned to Charlton 0ethodist 
Hospital¶s IC8. $ngry at Sonia. $n-
gry with myself. $ngry with the rest 
of these anti-va[[ers. )urious with 
this whole two-year plague.

$mid all my angst and aggravation, 
I heard a word from a former pastor 
and good friend. Pastor Henry H. %at-
son III delivered a eulogy for another 
friend¶s mother. His homily was sim-
ply titled� “*ood *rief.” 0y brother, 
Reverend 9ictor Hall, had Must com-
pleted a whole series in December on 
grief.

$s a New <ork area pastor, he has 
a panoramic and detailed view of this 
pandemic. Nevertheless, something 
%atson said got through. His thesis is 
that we must purposely mi[ some of 
the better memories into the rou[ of 
our grief. 

He was right. Rather than being 
draped in despair, I had to erect a can-
opy of comfort. :e have shared life, 
love and the legacies of two families. 
There is scientifi c evidence that ��� 
of the time, having the C29ID vac-
cine saves lives. I relish our good days 
together, and this probably didn¶t have 
to happen. I hated to say goodbye to 
%etty, John, /ani and Sidney, but 
“good grief” bidding farewell to So-
nia ripped my heart out. I¶m still not 
there. RIH Sonia. %ut you know I got 
Tuestions when we meet again. I get 
the Mump seat this time�

V inc ent  L.  H all is an au t hor,  ac t iv ist  
and aw ard-w inning c olu m nist .

2n Nov. 2�, ����, an 
advertisement appeared 
in the V irginia G az et t e, 
a newspaper printed 
in :illiamsburg and 
widely distributed in 
9irginia, %ritain¶s larg-

est North $merican colony.
This advertisement screamed in 

large black letters, “$ SCH(0( of 
a /2TT(R<,” and below that in let-
ters almost as large were the words, 
“)or disposing of certain /$NDS, 
S/$9(S, and ST2C.S, belonging to 
the subscriber.”

$mong the “C2NT(NTS of PRI=-
(S” listed, which could be acTuired 
by this rafÀ e, were 2� enslaved men, 
women and children. Their values 
were assessed from a high of 2�0 
%ritish pounds for a blacksmith and 
his wife who was described as “a 
young wench who works e[ceedingly 
well both in the house and fi eld,” to a 
low of 20 %ritish pounds for another 
woman named “/ucy” and described 
as “outlandish.” In what would be 
considered heartbreaking today, this 
rafÀ e broke apart families, as most 
family members were sold in separate 
lots.

This type of rafÀ e was a common 
occurrence in colonial 9irginia and 
would not be considered a remarkable 
historical event e[cept for the fact that 
the �� managers who conducted this 
rafÀ e were laser focused on their own 
liberties and freedoms.

$mong these managers were men 
who attended the Continental Con-
gress, fought in the Revolutionary 
:ar and signed the Declaration of In-
dependence. 0ost prominent among 
them was *eorge :ashington. Sev-
eral of these men are often identifi ed 
as “)ounding )athers” of our nation. 
$nd it is telling that they could treat 
their fellow human beings with such 
casual cruelty.

This rafÀ e in late ���� was not an 
isolated incident for the man who later 
would become $merica¶s fi rst presi-
dent. )our months later, :ashington 
helped to set up another lottery to pay 
the debts of a 9irginia planter who 
owed money to his stepchildren. This 
lottery also was advertised in the V ir-
ginia G az et t e.

:hile apologists for :ashington 
try to whitewash his inhumanity by 
imagining that he was merely a man 
of his times who earnestly sought a 
way to end slavery, the record is clear� 
These rafÀ es show us a man who had 
no concern for the humanity of the 
enslaved. 

In the $pril ���� lottery, while the 
more valuable married males were 
rafÀ ed together with their wives and 
children, less valuable slaves were 
separated from their families and 
placed arbitrarily into different lots. 
)or e[ample, the ledger reportedly 
shows that a slave named Robin and 
his wife %ella were rafÀ ed together 
as husband and wife, but their daugh-
ters, �2-year-old Sukey and �-year-old 
%etty, were listed in a separate lot. 
:ashington and his colleagues is-
sued �,��0 tickets for this lottery, so 
the chances were e[tremely unlikely 
that those enslaved family members 
would remain together.

It is important to illustrate this bit 
of history because it demonstrates the 
challenges people of color have had 
to overcome to have their human-
ity recognized. $nd it reveals the 
casual ease with which $merican so-
cial structures, policies and practices 
trampled our humanity.

$fter a long, hard and bloody 
Mourney through $merican history, 
where people of color have given so 
much and gotten so little in return, it 
should be unimaginable that so many 
$mericans still cling to notions of 
white supremacy with religious vigor. 
So fi rmly do they cling to their belief 
in the incontrovertible truth of their 
world view that the dogma of their 
religion of white supremacy is “<our 
)ault.” This creed lays blame at the 

feet of everyone victimized by white 
supremacy and shields racially mo-
tivated bigots from any sense of re-
sponsibility for the misery they have 
inÀ icted upon their fellow humans. 

%ecause the do[ology of white su-
premacy has been performed so fer-
vently over and over again for so long, 
no other chorus could be heard. It has 
rung out from most $merican news-
rooms, motion picture studios, radio 
stations, courts of Mustice and legisla-
tive halls for centuries.

This dogma of <our )ault is the 
cheapest form of insurance against 
liability and social accountability. Its 
logic is based upon adolescent think-
ing, like that of a teenage motorist 
who e[plains to his uncle that his au-
tomobile insurance coverage is “<our 
)ault.” People who are unable to ac-
cept liability are unable to understand 
conseTuences.

:hen the unatoned fail to acknowl-
edge their unregenerate behavior, they 
can believe in their own righteousness 
despite the depravity of their actions. 
$nd it is only by the continuous per-
formance of their long-lived do[ol-
ogy that they can have faith in the 
religious righteousness of their race-
based bigotry.

The struggle for white suprema-
cists to maintain this belief system is 
an e[istential one. :ithout this belief, 
they are not special or e[ceptional or 
e[traordinary. They are not supreme. 
$nd thinking of themselves as “su-
preme” is an integral part of the self-
worth of white supremacists.

It is because they cannot alter their 
belief in who they are, that white su-
premacists must fi nd fault in those 
whom they have victimized. This 
e[plains why, for many past decades, 
white social scientists like Daniel Pat-
rick 0oynihan sought to address the 
ills afÀ icting black and brown com-
munities in this country by constantly 
trying to “fi [” the people broken by 
victimization rather than fi [ing the 
victimizing system.

It is within this conte[t that :ash-
ington¶s rafÀ es must be seen as eli-
sions in the history of this nation. 
They are not hidden� the records are 
there for anyone to see. They merely 
have been omitted when we have re-
counted our national narrative.

:hen we testify to the character of 
our nation, its history and its culture, 
we are obligated to tell the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth, 
otherwise, we perpetuate a lie.

Today, attempts to conform the 
$merican narrative to a fi ction of a 
Must and enlightened settlement of an 
empty land through the rational and 
tolerant use of a savage and undisci-
plined workforce to form a fair and 
eTuitable society have reached a fever 
pitch. %igots seek to hide the true past 
of this nation and build a memorial 
to a Must society that never was. $c-
counts of the cruelties and depravi-
ties of their ancestors are being culled 
from libraries and banned from being 
taught in schools. 

:e are called now to give witness 
to the true and factual history of this 
country. :e must not shy away from 
removing the cloaks from the gro-
tesTue nakedness of the twisted form 
of racial bias that has defi ned this 
country¶s history. :e must fi ght to 
keep the truth and the honest telling 
of $merica¶s history in our schools. 
:e must push with all our might 
against the distortion of our country¶s 
narratives that aggrandize the villainy 
of racial bigotry clothed in patriotism 
and progress. :e must call out our 
neighbors, co-workers and those we 
encounter in the street, who believe 
it is acceptable to do anything other 
than tell the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth. :e must all 
speak truth to power now. There can 
be no other course than this.

O sc ar H .  B lay t on is a f orm er Ma-
rine Corps c om b at  pilot  and hu m an 
right s ac t iv ist  w ho prac t ic es law  in 
V irginia.  H is earlier c om m ent aries 
m ay  b e f ou nd at  ht t ps: / / ob lay t on1 . m e-
diu m . c om /
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Celebrating black 
women on the 
federal bench

“Quit playin” 
Good grief!

The time 
for truth 

telling is now
 By Vincent L. Hall
Tex as Metro News

 By Ben Jealous
P eople F or the A m erican Way

By Oscar H. Blayton
P res.  B lack C ham b er of  C om m erce
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LEG AL

REQ UEST FO R BID S
TO  PRO V ID E “ SPEC IFIC  EX C ESS RISK”  INSURANC E C O V ERAG E FO R AC TIV E AND  
RETIRED  C ITY EMPLO YEES C O V ERED  UND ER THE C ITY O F J AC KSO N’ S MED IC AL 

BENEFITS PLAN

Written sealed bids from responsible fi rms to provide “Specifi c Excess Risk” Insurance Cover-
age for Active and Retired City Employees covered under the City of Jackson’s Medical Ben-
efi ts Plan will be received in the Offi ce of the City Clerk of the City of Jackson, MS on the 1st 
fl oor of the City Hall Building, 219 S. President Street, Jackson, MS, until 3:30 p.m. (local time), 
February 15, 2022 at this time the bids will be publicly opened and read aloud and the contract 
awarded as soon as practical. One original and fi ve (5) copies of each bid must be submitted.

Each bid must be submitted in a sealed envelope, addressed to the Offi ce of the City Clerk, 
City of Jackson, 1st fl oor of the City Hall Building, 219 S. President Street, Jackson, MS 39201. 
Each sealed envelope containing a bid must be plainly marked on the outside as “Bid to Pro-
vide Specifi c Excess Risk Insurance Coverage for Active and Retired City Employees covered 
under the City of Jackson’s Medical Benefi ts Plan will be received in the Offi ce of the City 
Clerk to be opened on February 15, 2022”. No bid will be received or accepted after the above-
specifi ed time.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public contracting. It is 
the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunity for all persons 
doing business with the City. As a pre- condition to selection, every contractor, bidder or offeror 
shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application with 
the bid submission, in accordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s Equal Busi-
ness Opportunity (EBO) Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s ordinance shall disqualify 
a contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. An Equal Business 
Opportunity Plan Application is attached to this Request for Proposals (see attachment S-3). 
For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please 
contact Tangiyika Hoover in the Offi ce of Economic Development, (601) 960-1611. Copies of 
the ordinance, EBO Plan, applications and a copy of the program are available at 200 South 
President Street, 2nd Floor, and Jackson, Mississippi.

Request for bid specifi cations may be obtained at no extra charge from the Department of 
Human Resources, 1000 Metrocenter, Suite 102 between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday after January 27, 2022. The contact person is as follows:

Toya Martin, Director 
Human Resources
1000 Metrocenter, Suite 102 
(601) 960-1746

1/27/2022, 2/3/2022

LEG AL

NO TIC E O F APPLIC ATIO N FO R A USE PERMIT 

Z O NING  C ASE NO . 4 1 6 0

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council of 
Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given 
to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Dhavel Patel has fi led with the 
Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to allow for a 
liquor store within a C-3 (General) Commercial District on property located at 1815 University 
Blvd. (Parcel 215-92), in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more 
particularly described as:

East Half (E-1/2) of Lots 1, 3, 5 and 7 and all of Lots 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 and all of Lots 9, 11, 
13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 and 21, Block “D”, Lincoln Addition, a subdivision according to the 
map or plat thereof on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 1 at Page 38 thereof, reference to which is hereby made in 
aid of and as a part of this description.

LESS AND EXCEPT that portion of the above described property conveyed to the State High-
way Commission of Mississippi by Warranty Deeds recorded in Book 592 at Page 582 and 
Book 590 at Page 389 of the records in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of the First Judicial 
District of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Con-
ference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, February 23, 2022, at which time all parties interested 
in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will 
be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City 
Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within 
the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time 
if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request 
is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to 
accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WEL-
FARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE OPTION 
TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH RE-
GARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING 
EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER PRIOR TO FEBRUARY 16, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 24th day of January 2022.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

2/3/2022, 2/17/2022

LEG AL

NO TIC E O F APPLIC ATIO N FO R A USE PERMIT 

Z O NING  C ASE NO . 4 1 6 1

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council of 
Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given 
to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Delanio B. Grisham has fi led 
with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to allow 
for a boarding house within a R-4 (Limited Multi-Family) Residential District on property located 
at 140 Elm St. (Parcel 94-44-1), in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and 
being more particularly described as:

West 37.3 feet of Lot Sixteen (16), Block “B”, of the Amended Plat of Railroad
Addition, according to the map thereof which is of record in the Offi ce of the
  Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book “A” at
         Page 324, reference to which is hereby made.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Con-
ference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, February 23, 2022, at which time all parties interested 
in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will 
be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City 
Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within 
the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time 
if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request 
is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to 
accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WEL-
FARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE OPTION 
TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH RE-
GARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING 
EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER PRIOR TO FEBRUARY 16, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 24th day of January 2022.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

2/3/2022, 2/17/2022

LEG AL

NO TIC E TO  BID D ERS
C it y  of  J a ckson 

J a ckson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 
3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Offi ce of Jackson, the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. 
Tuesday, February 15, 2022 at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall 
located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

07156-021522 – Six (6) Motorcycles 

The above must comply with the City’s specifi cations.   Copies of proposal forms can be 
obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604, Hood Build-
ing, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of bid specifi cations are fi led with the City Clerk for 
public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi 
Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public Purchasing.  
It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunities for all 
persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder 
or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Ap-
plication, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority 
of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.   Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance 
shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract.  For 
more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Offi ce of Economic Devel-
opment at (601)960-1638.   Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy 
of the EBO Program are available with the Offi ce of Economic Development at 218 South 
President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.   The City also reserves the right to 
waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  Bid awards will be made to 
the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with specifi cations.  
The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for 
all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal.  Delivery time may be considered when 
evaluating the bid proposal.   In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the 
City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation 
thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form.  Absence of such 
statement means the City will make that determination during the bid review.

Monica Oliver Acting Purchasing Manger, 
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1025

1/27/2022, 2/3/2022

LEG AL

Ele ct r onic Bid d ing
Ad v e r t ise me nt  f or  Bid s

Ele ct r onic Bid d ing
Re -Bid  31 94  W e lls APAC  Re nov a t ion

Electronic and sealed bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the Board of Trustees 
of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South President Street, Jack-
son, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time, March 04, 2022 at which time and 
place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  Pre-Bid Conferences concerning the proj-
ect for Renovations to Wells APAC Elementary will be held at 1120 Riverside Drive, Jackson, 
MS 39202 on Friday, February 11, 2022 at 3:30 PM.  Attendance at the pre-bid conference is 
non-mandatory but strongly suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for 
forty-fi ve calendar days from the date bids are opened

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at http://www.durrelldesign-
groupplans.com JPSDMSPROJECTS.COM. A $250.00 non-refundable deposit shall be re-
quired on each set of bid documents and must be purchased through the website. All plan 
holders are required to have a valid email address for registration. Questions regarding web-
site registration and online orders please contact Plan House Printing, 607 W. Main Street, 
Tupelo, MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid documents please contact Kali 
Blakeney at M3A Architecture, PLLC, 4880 McWillie Circle, Jackson, MS 39206 Phone: 601-
981-1227 Fax: 601-983-4444, Email: KBLAKENEY@M3AARCH.COM.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 9:59 a.m. 
(local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be delivered to JPSD Board 
Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

2/3/2022, 2/10/2022

LEG AL

Ad v e r t ise me nt  f or  RFP
E-Ra t e  W ir e le ss Lice nse s, Re pla ce me nt  C or e  Swit ch e s a nd  Re pla ce me nt  Sch ool 

Swit ch e s

Sealed, written formal rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received by the Board of 
Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South Presi-
dent Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time), March 01, 
2022 at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. The Board 
of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to 
withhold the acceptance of any rfp if approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date 
rfps are opened.  

There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Download from 
Central Bidding website at  HYPERLINK “http://www.centralbidding.com” www.central-
bidding.com for a small fee of $49.99 or visit JPSD website at  HYPERLINK “http://www.
jackson.k12.ms.us” www.jackson.k12.ms.us and download.  Vendors must be registered 
with Central Bidding in order to electronically upload and submit RFP proposals at no 
cost. For any questions concerning the process, or how to register, please contact Cen-
tral Bidding at 225-810-4814.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 9:59 
a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be delivered 
to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201 attention to Bettie 
Jones.  

2/3/2022, 2/10/2022

LEG AL

D EPARTMENT O F FINANC E AND  AD MINISTRATIO N
BUREAU O F BUILD ING , G RO UND S AND

REAL PRO PERTY MANAG EMENT
J AC KSO N, MISSISSIPPI

AD V ERTISEMENT FO R BID S

Sealed bids will be received electronically via MAGIC or physically delivered to the 
offi ce of the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management, 501 North 
West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
03/01/2022 , for:

RE: GS# 331-183 Dist. 9 Substation (Brookhaven)-Reroof (Re-Bid)
Department of Public Safety
RFx #: 3160004832       

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be ob-
tained from:

Professional: Mark S. Vaughan Architect PLLC 
Address:      2906 North State Street, Suite 301A
  Jackson, Mississippi 39216
Phone:  601-573-2030
Email:                   msvarch7@gmail.com

A deposit of $100.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions 
to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all 
bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management

1/27/2022, 2/3/2022

LEG AL

STATE O F NO RTH C ARO LINA        IN THE G ENERAL C O URT O F J USTIC E
                                                                                     D ISTRIC T C O URT D IV ISIO N
C O UNTY O F STANLY                                                                       22-J T-

IN RE:                                                 
C URRIE:                                            NO TIC E O F SERV IC E
A minor  ch ild                                                                 
                                                                                    PRO C ESS BY PUBLIC ATIO N

TO: Wilfredo Jaramill (AKA “Will”), the biological father of William Henry Currie, a male 
child born November 11, 2021 in Jackson Mississippi.

TAKE NOTICE that you are notifi ed to answer the petition which has been fi led for the 
purpose of terminating your parental rights to the above named minor child.  You must 
prepare and fi le with the Clerk of Superior Court of the county named above a written 
answer to the petitions not later than March 22, 2022.  You must also serve a copy of 
the answer on the petitioner or her attorney.  If you fail to fi le answer, your parental rights 
may be terminated.  The petitioner will apply to the court for the relief demanded in the 
petition.

You are also entitled to attend any hearing affecting your parental rights.  Parents are 
entitled to have counsel appointed by the court if they cannot afford one, provided that 
they request such counsel at or before the time of the hearing on this matter.  Parents 
may contact the Clerk of Superior Court immediately to request counsel.  This is a new 
case and any attorney appointed previously will not represent the parent in this proceed-
ing unless ordered by the court.

You are hereby notifi ed that a hearing will be held in Stanly County District Court on May 
5, 2022, at 9:30 a.m.. At that time, the Court will conduct a pre-adjudication conference 
to hear motions, accept stipulations if any, to exchange lists of witnesses and exhibits, 
ant to defi ne issues.  The court will also decide at this hearing whether to conduct a trial 
or schedule one for a future date.

NOTE TO PARENTS:  You are advised that if counsel is appointed for you, you may 
become liable for repayment of the attorney fees, and a judgment for the amount of such 
fees may be entered against you.      

BY: 
Patrick W. Currie
Attorney for Petitioner
214 East North Street 
Albemarle, NC  28001
704-983-6116

1/27/2022, 2/3/2022, 2/10/2022

LEG AL

NO TIC E O F APPLIC ATIO N FO R A USE PERMIT 

Z O NING  C ASE NO . 4 1 6 4

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council 
of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby 
given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Terrence Brent, Sr. has 
fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit 
to allow for a night club and bar within a C-2 (Limited) Commercial District on property located 
at 540 Raymond Rd., - Suite 2 (Parcel 217-9), in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, 
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

A certain parcel of land situated in the East 1/2 of the Southwest Quarter of Section 8, Town-
ship 5 North, Range 1 East, Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly 
described as follows:

Commencing at the Southwest corner of that certain ten acre tract conveyed by Henry and 
Anne Moore to W.E. Johnson by Warranty Deed recorded in Deed Book 227 at Page 126 in 
the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi; run thence Easterly 
along the South line of said ten acre tract for a distance of 4.0 feet to the Point of Beginning 
of the parcel of land herein described; from said Point of Beginning, turn thence left through 
a defl ection angle of 88 degrees 21 minutes 49 seconds and run Northerly 4.0 feet East of 
and parallel to the West line of said ten acre tract for a distance of 458.20 feet; turn thence left 
through an interior angle of 91 degrees 38 minutes Il seconds and run Easterly for a distance 
of 481.43 feet to a point on the East line of said ten acre tract; said point also being on the 
West line of Glenwood Subdivision, a subdivision according to the map or plat thereof on fi le 
and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi; turn 
thence left through an interior angle of 88 degrees 25 minutes 10 seconds and run Southerly 
along the East line of said ten acre tract and West line of Glenwood Subdivision for a distance 
of 183.19 feet; turn thence left through an interior angle of 91 degrees 34 minutes 50 seconds 
and run Westerly for a distance of 175.0 feet; turn thence left through an interior angle of 268 
degrees 25 minutes 10 seconds and run Southerly for a distance of 275.0 feet to the South 
line of said ten acre tract; turn thence left through an interior angle of 91 degrees 34 minutes 
50 seconds and run Westerly along the South line of said ten acre tract for a distance of 306.88 
feet to the Point of Beginning, containing 172,498.08 square feet or 3.96 acres, more or less.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Con-
ference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, February 23, 2022, at which time all parties interested 
in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record 
will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the 
City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property 
within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before 
said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If 
a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take 
steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing 
impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE OP-
TION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH 
REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIRE-
MENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY 
EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER PRIOR TO FEBRU-
ARY 16, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 24th day of January 2022.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

2/3/2022, 2/17/2022
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LEG AL

NO TIC E O F APPLIC ATIO N FO R A REZ O NING  

Z O NING  C ASE NO . 4 1 6 2

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council of 
Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to 
all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Amazing Institutional Church of God in 
Christ has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezon-
ing from R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District to NMU–1 (Neighborhood) Mixed-Use District to 
allow for a diversity of outreach services and ministries on property located at 2603 W. Capital St. 
(Parcel 124-108), in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particu-
larly described as:

Tract 1
A tract of land consisting of 2.683 acres being all of Lots 1, 2, and 3, and part of Lots 4, 5, 6, 7
and 14 Eureka survey according to the map or plat on fi le and of record in Plat Book 1 at Page 3, in 
the Chancery Clerks offi ce, First Judicial District, Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, being more 
particularly described as follows, to wit:

BEGINNING at the Southeast corner of said Lot 1 Eureka Survey, said point being the intersection 
of the North right-of-way line of Jayne Avenue with the West right-of-way line of Eureka Street, 
thence run Northerly along the West right-of-way line of Eureka Street, for a distance of 317.29 
feet; thence turn right thru an interior angle of 83 degrees 15 minutes 54 seconds and run Westerly 
for a distance of 100.53 feet; thence turn right thru an interior angle of 271 degrees 37 minutes 03 
seconds and run Northerly for a distance of 90.75 feet to a fence corner; thence turn right thru an 
interior angle of 269 degrees 00 minutes 49 seconds and run Easterly, along an existing fence and 
extensions thereof, for a distance of 99.12 feet to a point on the aforementioned West right-of-way 
line of Eureka Street; thence turn right thru an interior angle of 90 degrees 06 minutes 14 seconds 
and run Northerly, along said West right-of-way line for a distance of 140.23 feet to the intersection of 
said West right-of-way line with the Southern right-of-way line of Capitol Street; thence turn right thru 
an interior angle of 126 degrees 18 minutes 16 seconds and run Northwesterly, along the Southern 
right-of-way line of Capitol Street, for a distance of 154.99 feet; thence turn right thru an interior angle 
of 89 degrees 21 minutes 23 seconds and run Southwesterly for a distance of 160.01 feet; thence 
turn right thru an interior angle of 270 degrees 38 minutes 37 seconds and run Northwesterly for a 
distance of 60.00 feet to a point on the Eastern right-of-way line of Claiborne Street; thence turn right 
thru an interior angle of 89 degrees 21 minutes 23 seconds and run Southwesterly, along the East-
ern right-of-way line of said Claiborne Street, for a distance of 87.11 feet to the point of curvature of 
a curve to the left having a delta angle of 63 degrees 21 minutes 07 seconds and a radius of 138.19 
feet; thence run Southerly along said Eastern right-of-way line of Claiborne Street and the arc of said 
curve to the left for a distance of 152.79 feet (chord angle 147 degrees 26 minutes 33 seconds - 
145.13 feet); thence turn an angle right, off the chord, of 76 degrees 51 minutes 15 seconds and run 
Easterly for a distance of 3.58 feet; thence turn right thru an interior angle of 152 degrees 07 minutes 
43 seconds and run Northeasterly, for a distance of 45.16 feet; thence turn right thru an interior angle 
of 215 degrees 31 minutes 58 seconds and run Easterly for distance of 103.29 feet; thence turn right 
thru an interior angle of 173 degrees 58 minutes 59 seconds and run Easterly for a distance of 23.08 
feet to a point on the West line of the aforementioned Lot 5 Eureka Survey; thence turn right thru an 
interior angle of 278 degrees 23 minutes 55 seconds and run Southerly along the West line of the 
aforementioned Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 Eureka Survey, for a distance of 371.28 feet to the Southwest 
corner of said Lot 1 Eureka Survey and a point on the North right-of-way line of Jayne Avenue; 
thence turn right thru an interior angle of 87 degrees 40 minutes 25 seconds and run Easterly, along 
the North line of Jayne Avenue, for a distance of 160.13 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING.

Tract 2
A tract of land consisting of O. 432 acres being part of Lot 2 and Part of Lot 1 Bridges West
End Survey according to the map or plat on fi le and of record in Plat Book 1 at Page 16 in the 
Chancery Clerks offi ce, First Judicial District, Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, being more 
particularly described as follows, to wit:

BEGINNING at a point on the North line of said Lot 2, said point being 2.50 feet West of the North-
east corner of said Lot 2, thence run Westerly along the North line of said Lot 2, and the Southern 
right-of-way line of Jayne Avenue, fora distance of 157.50 feet to the Northwest corner of said Lot 
2; thence turn right thru an interior angle of 92 degrees 22 minutes 06 seconds and run Southerly 
along the West line of said Lot 1 and 2 for a distance of 117.20 feet; thence turn right thru an interior 
angle of 89 degrees 21 minutes 02 seconds and run Easterly for a distance of 157.46 feet to a point 
on the Western right-of-way line of Eureka Street; thence turn right thru an interior angle of 90 de-
grees 36 minutes 26 seconds and run Northerly along said Western right-of-way line for a distance 
of 121 . 92 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING.

Tract 3
A tract of land consisting of 3.788 acres being all of Lots 1 through 10, Block C, Virden Heights
according to the map or plat on fi le and of record in Plat Book 1 at Page 5, in the Chancery Clerks 
offi ce, First Judicial District, Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, part of the closed alleyways in 
said Block C and a parcel of land lying and being situated in the Northeast Quarter (NE 1/4) of the 
Southwest Quarter (SW 1/4) of Section 32, Township 6 North, Range 1 East being more particularly 
described as follows, to wit:

BEGINNIG at the Southeast corner of said Lot 10 thence run Northerly along the West right-of-way 
line of Delaware Avenue and the East tine of said Lots 10, 9, 6, 5, 2, and 1 for a distance of 433.42 
feet to the intersection of said West right-of-way line with the Southern right-of-way line of Capitol 
Street; thence turn right thru an interior angle of 114 degrees 35 minutes 20 seconds and run North-
westerly along said Southern right-of-way line, for a distance of 96.34 feet to the point of curvature 
of a curve to the right having a delta angle of 04 degrees 54 minutes 45 seconds and a radius of 
1511.25 feet; thence run Northwesterly along said Southern right-of-way line and curve to the right 
fora distance of 129.57 feet (chord angle 186 degrees 56 minutes 19 seconds for a distance of 
129.53 feet); thence turn an interior angle right, off the chord, of 184 degrees 45 minutes 17 seconds 
and run Northwesterly along said Southern right-of-way line, for a distance of 153.65 feet; thence 
turn right thru an interior angle of 68 degrees 30 minutes 38 seconds and run Southwesterly for a 
distance of 19.06 feet to the Eastern right-of-way line of Eureka Street; thence turn right thru an inte-
rior angle of 122 degrees 13 minutes 42 seconds and run Southerly along said Eastern right-of-way 
line and the West line of the aforementioned Lots 1, 3, 4, 7, and 8, for a distance of 542.01 feet to 
the Southwest corner of said Lot 8; thence turn right thru an interior angle of 90 degrees 00 minutes 
00 seconds and run Easterly for a distance of 169 . 00 feet; thence turn right thru an interior angle 
of 270 degrees 00 minutes 00 seconds and run Southerly for a distance of 80.00 feet; thence turn 
right thru an interior angle of 90 degrees 00 minutes 00 seconds and run Easterly for a distance of 
169.00 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING.

Tract 4
A tract of land consisting of 0.895 acres being all of lots 2, 3, and 4 Block B Virden Heights
according to the map or plat on fi le and of record in Plat Book 1 at Page 5, in the Chancery Clerks 
offi ce, First Judicial District, Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, and including the West ò of the 
closed 10 - ft. alleyway lying east of and adjacent to said lots being more particularly described as 
follows, to wit:

BEGINNING at the Southwest Corner of said Lot 4, thence run Easterly along the Southern line of 
said Lot 4, and an extension thereof for a distance of 169.00 feet; thence turn right thru an interior 
angle of 90 degrees 00 minutes 00 seconds and run Northerly for a distance of 209.89 feet to a 
point on the Southern right-of-way line of Capitol Street; thence turn right thru an interior angle of 103 
degrees 44 minutes 47 seconds and run Northwesterly, along said Southern right-of-way line, for a 
distance of 173.98 feet to the intersection of said Southern right-of-way line with the Eastern right-
of-way line of Delaware Avenue; thence turn right thru an interior angle of 76 degrees 15 minutes 
13 seconds and run Southerly, along said Eastern right-of-way line, for a distance of 251 . 23 feet 
to the POINT OF BEGINNING.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Confer-
ence Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, 
at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, February 23, 2022, at which time all parties interested in or affected 
thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established 
upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. 
Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made 
in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or 
consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning 
Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need 
for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, 
THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND 
THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE 
WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.
JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER PRIOR TO FEBRUARY 16, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 24th day of January 2022.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

2/3/2022, 2/10/2022

LEG AL
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Get Screened for Risks of Stroke 
and Cardiovascular Disease
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SERIOUS CASH FROM HOME. You can
make some serious CASH From Home in
Your spare time... Call the Serious CASH
from Home hotline (NOW) for Your mate-
rials. Call 888-459-0013.

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)

GENERAC STANDBY GENERATORS
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a free quote today! Call
for additional terms and conditions. 1-
844-316-8630
THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare
for power outages and power your home.
Full installation services available. $0
Down Financing Option. Request a FREE,
no obligation, quote today. Call 1-844-
355-7099.

AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save! Call: 833-678-0500
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
w w w. d e n t a l 5 0 p l u s . c o m / m s p r e s s
#6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-
ING at one low rate in up to 95 newspa-
pers. Mississippi Press Services - Call Sue.
601-981-3060

USE HAPPY JACK ToneKote on dogs
and cats to insure a warm winter coat,
prevent shedding and eliminate doggy
odor. At Tractor Supply (www.happpyjack-
inc.com)

DIRECTV FOR $69.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Package. Watch
your favorite live sports, news and enter-
tainment anywhere. One year of HBO
Max FREE. Directv is #1 in Customer
Satisfaction (JD Power and Assoc.) Call
for more details! (some restrictions apply)
Call 1-855-978-3110
DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
8 7 7 - 6 2 8 -
3143

If you or a loved one worked around the
pesticide ROUNDUP (glyphosate), for at
least two years and has been diagnosed
with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, you may
be entitled to compensation. To learn
more, call now: 844-327-3556

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING,
memory care, or independent living? A
Place for Mom simplifies the process of
finding senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-855-530-0567 today!
STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR
DISEASE are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-855-393-
5067.

Week of January 30, 2022

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

I n s u r a n c e

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

F o r S a l e

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

P e t s / L i v e s t o c k

B u s i n e s s O p p

Make It Happen
With

Classified Advertising

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3 118  Liv ing st o n R o a d
CASH & CARRY
C a pit o l St r eet   a nd Mo num ent  St r eet
CITY HALL
219  S Pr esident  St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
26 5 9  Liv ing st o n R o a d
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 9 5 7 N o r t hv iew D r  ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
203 0 N  Siwell R d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
43 3 1 H ig hwa y 8 0W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5 9 9 0 Medg a r  E v er s B lv d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 C a pit o l St  ( D o wnt o wn J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 04 B r ia r wo o d D r
DOLLAR GENERAL 
28 5 5  Mc D o well R d
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Ter r y R d
J & A FUEL STORES
3 249  Medg a r  E v er s  B lv d.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
23 25  Liv ing st o n R d.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
N o r t hside D r iv e
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
6 5 3  D uling  A v enue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
J a c kso n Medic a l Ma ll 
3 5 0 W  W o o dr o w W ilso n A v enue
SHELL FOOD MART
5 49 2 W a t kins D r iv e

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6 3 9 4 R idg ewo o d R d ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Ter r y R d ( So ut h J a c kso n)
WALGREENS 
3 8 0 W .  W o o dr o w W ilso n A v e

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - &anton, MS
B & B
702 :est 1orth Street - &anton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 1orth Liberty - &anton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
&hurch Street - &anton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - &anton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther .ing Drive - &anton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - &anton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 &hurch Street - &anton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 :est Fulton Street - &anton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - &anton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - &anton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 :estside Drive - &anton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125  Swing ing  B r idg e  D r .
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5 777 Ter r y R o a d
CITY HALL
Ter r y  R o a d

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - &linton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
a t  E x it  78
CITY HALL 
W est   C unning ha m   A v enue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
5 05  E .  Ma in St r eet
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port *ibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 (. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 :. &ourt Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 &ourtyard STuare, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi H wy 18
PITT STOP 
101 H wy 18  &  27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL
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NO TIC E O F APPLIC ATIO N FO R A REZ O NING  

Z O NING  C ASE NO . 4 1 6 3

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, no-
tice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that R e-
deemer Church has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application 
req uesting a R ezoning from R - 1 ( S ingle- F amily)  R esidential D istrict to S U D  -  S pecial 
U se D istrict to allow for the exp ansion of the church and school facilities on property 
located at 616 Wellington Dr. (Parcel 431-20), 630 Wellington Dr. (Parcel 431-18), 644 
Wellington Dr. (Parcel 431-16), 640 E. Northside Dr. (Parcel 431-8) 	 4638 Londonderry 
Dr. (Parcel 432-327), in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being 
more particularly described as:

Parcel 431-20

Lot 12, and the West 35 feet of Lot Il, Block B, East Broadmoor Subdivision, Part l, a 
subdivision according to a map or plat thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi ce 
of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi in Plat Book 7 at Page 45, 
reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

Parcel 431-18

Lot 10, and East 1/2 of Lot 11, Block B, East Broadmoor Subdivision, Part l, a subdivision 
according to a map or plat thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chan-
cery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi in Plat Book 7 at Page 45, Reference 
to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

Parcel 431-16

Lot 8 of Block B, East Broadmoor, a Subdivision according to the map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the Offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at 
Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book/Cabinet 7 at Page/Slide/Slot 45 thereof, reference to 
which is made in aid of and part of this description.

Parcel 431-8

All land owned by Grantor and bounded on the South by Northside Drive, on the East 
by Cedarhurst Drive, on the North by Wellington Road, and on the West by Londonderry 
D rive, whether correctly described herein or not, but more particularly described herein 
as follows:

Parcel 1: Lot 4, of Block Y of Broadmoor Subdivision Part 3, a subdivision according to 
a map or plat thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of 
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 6 at Page 34, reference to 
which map or plat is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

Parcel 2: A certain parcel of land being situated in Section 14, Township 6 North, Range 
I East, in the City of Jackson, Hinds County Mississippi, and being more particularly 
described as follows: Beginning at the intersection of the W est line of Cedarhurst D rive 
with the S outh line of W ellington R oad as both streets are now laid out and improved, 
and from said point of beginning run W esterly along the S outh line of W ellington R oad 
for 434.3 feet to the East line of Lot 2, Block Y, Broadmoor Part 3: run thence Southerly 
along the East line of Lots 2 and 4, Block Y, Broadmoor Subdivision, Part 3 for 235.15 
feet to the North line of Northside Drive; turn thence to the left through an angle of 90 
degrees 19 minutes and run Easterly along the North line of Northside Drive for 426.24 
feet; turn thence to the left through an angle of 26 degrees 33 minutes 54 seconds and 
run Northeasterly for 8.94 feet to the West line of Cedarhurst Drive; run thence Northerly 
along the West line of Cedarhurst Drive for 230.30 feet to the point of beginning.

Parcel 3: Lot 3, of Block Y of Broadmoor Subdivision, Part 3, a subdivision according to 
a map or plat thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of 
Hind County at Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Nook 6 at Page 34, reference to 
which map or plat is hereby made in aid of and as part of this description.

Parcel 4: Lot l, of Block Y of Broadmoor Subdivision, Part 3, a subdivision according to 
a map or plat thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of 
Hind County at Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Nook 6 at Page 34, reference to 
which map or plat is hereby made in aid of and as part of this description.

Parcel 5: Lot 2, of Block Y of Broadmoor Subdivision, Part 3, a subdivision according to 
a map or plat thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of 
Hind County at Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Nook 6 at Page 34, reference to 
which map or plat is hereby made in aid of and as part of this description.

Parcel 432-327

Lot 8 of Block B, East Broadmoor, a Subdivision according to the map or plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the Offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at 
Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book/Cabinet 7 at Page/Slide/Slot 45 thereof, reference to 
which is made in aid of and part of this description.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, February 23, 2022, at which time all 
parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said q uestion, 
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson.  Any obj ection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the 
City Z oning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof 
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator 
at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PER-
SON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANC-
ING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFER-
ENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER 
PRIOR TO FEBRUARY 16, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 24th day of January 2022.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Z oning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

2/3/2022, 2/17/2022

LEG AL

NO TIC E O F PUBLIC  HEARING  FO R PRO PO SED  TEX T AMEND MENTS 
TO  THE 

C ITY O F J AC KSO N LAND SC APE AND  Z O NING  O RD INANC ES

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, no-
tice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in anywise affected thereby, that the 
Planning Board for the City of Jackson, will be conducting a public hearing on proposed 
text amendments to the City of Jackson Offi cial Zoning Ordinance as adopted on May 
29, 1974 and subsequently amended. 

Notice is also hereby given to all persons interested in or in anywise affected thereby, 
that the Planning Board for the City of Jackson will be conducting a public hearing on the 
proposed text amendments to the City of Jackson Landscape Ordinance as adopted on 
August 14, 1990 and subsequently amended. 

Amendments to the text of the Landscape and Zoning Ordinances are intended to pro-
vide for more effi cient Landscape and Zoning Ordinances and establish more effective 
landscaping and zoning regulations for the City of Jackson.    Copies of the proposed text  
amendments will be available for review at the Offi ce of City Planning 200 S President 
Street, Suite 204, Jackson, and MS 39201.  For additional information please submit an 
email to eainsworth@city.jackson.ms.us.

The said proposed text amendments will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing 
in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, February 23, 
2022 at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard after which a 
record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommen-
dation to the City Council of Jackson.  Any obj ection thereto may be made by any person 
owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning 
Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, 
or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 
hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters 
or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELCONFERENECE/VIDEO OR IN PER-
SON WITH REGARDS TO WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING 
REQUIREMENTS.  MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFER-
ENCE?VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER 
PRIOR TO FEBRUARY 17, 2021. 

WITNESS my signature this the 24th day of January, 2022.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Z oning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

2/3/2022 2/17/2022



NATIONAL
www.mississippilink.com  THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 1 3FEBRUARY 3 - 9, 2022

Black w omen stood on the 
frontlines to help push President 
Joe Biden over the top in the 
2020 election.

As the nation aw aits w ord on 
w hom the President nominates 
to fi ll the newly vacant Supreme 
Court seat, there’ s little debate 
w hether an African-American 
w oman w ill be that pick.

Among the few  remaining 
q uestions is w hether that indi-
vidual w ill deliver progress on 
a high court that w ill maintain 
its 6-3 conservative advantage.

“As a longtime advocate for 
Diversity and Inclusion at the 
highest levels of leadership in 
our nation, I am looking forw ard 
to the President’ s appointment 
of a highly-Tualifi ed and e[-
perienced jurist to our nation’ s 
highest court,” said Congressio-
nal %lack Caucus Chair Joyce 
%eatty (D-2hio).“:e know that 
w hen America’ s boardrooms, 
legislatures, and even the Su-
preme Court, start to resemble 
$merica, we all benefi t,” %eatty 

stated.“I w ill continue to push 
in my capacity as a member 
of Congress and Chair of the 
Congressional Black Caucus 
to ensure that the President up-

holds his promise to the Ameri-
can people and that the Senate 
confi rms a black woman to the 
Supreme Court without any un-
necessary delay.”

2ne candidate has already 
emerged. The :hite House con-
fi rmed the candidacy of South 
Carolina 8.S. District Judge J. 
Michelle Childs.

A 19 9 2 graduate of the Uni-
versity of South Carolina School 
of Law ,  Childs w as appointed 
in 20�0 by President %arack 
Obama to serve as a United 
States District Court Judge for 
the District of South Carolina.

Upon graduation from law  
school, Childs w ent to w ork as 
an associate attorney at Ne[sen 
Pruet Jacobs and Pollard law  
fi rm, becoming the fi rst black 
female partner in a major law  
fi rm in South Carolina.

She earned two gubernato-
rial appointments to become 
the deputy director of the 
South Carolina Department of 
Labor, Licensing and Regula-
tion (2000-02) and a commis-
sioner on the South Carolina 
:orker¶s Compensation Com-
mission (2002-0�). Childs then 
won election from the South 
Carolina *eneral $ssembly as 
an at-large Circuit Court Judge 

(200�-�0).
“In law school, you learn 

early on that your reputation 
and credibility will follow you 
throughout your career,” Childs 
said in an interview  w ith her 
alma mater. “Your classmates 
w ill be on opposing sides in 
cases or matters and w ill be 
leaders in various fi rms, agen-
cies and organiz ations in the 
state, so you always want to be 
know n for having good charac-
ter as your reputation can affect 
your ability to resolve matters 
entrusted to you.”

In a statement, the :hite 
House said “multiple individu-
als” are under consideration 
along w ith Judge Childs. DC 
Circuit Judge Ketanji Brow n 
Jackson, California Supreme 
Court Justice Leondra Kruger 
and civil rights attorney Sherri-
lyn Ifi ll count among those un-
der consideration.

2thers reportedly being con-
sidered include 9 th Circuit 
Court of $ppeals Judge Holly 
A. Thomas, federal Circuit 
Court Judge Tiffany P. Cun-

ningham, civil rights attorney 
and 11th Circuit Court candi-
date Nancy *. $budu, 3rd Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals nominee 
Arianna J. Freeman, NYU law  
professor 0elissa 0urray, �th 
Circuit Judge Candace Jackson-
$kiwumi, District Judge :il-
helmina “0imi” :right, North 
Carolina Supreme Court Justice 
Anita Earls, and 2nd Circuit 
Judge Eunice Lee. President 
Biden said he w ould make his 
selection by the end of )ebru-
ary.

“Our process is going to be 
rigorous. I w ill select a nominee 
worthy of Justice Stephen %rey-
er¶s legacy of e[cellence and 
decency,” the President said.

“:hile I¶ve been studying 
candidates’  backgrounds and 
w ritings, I’ ve made no deci-
sion e[cept one� The person I 
w ill nominate w ill be someone 
with e[traordinary Tualifi ca-
tions, character, e[perience and 
integrity. $nd that person will 
be the fi rst black woman ever 
nominated to the 8nited States 
Supreme Court.”

The family of $hmaud $rbery  
lashed out at a plea agreement 
prosecutors sent to a judge this 
w eek that w ould have  allow ed  
*regory and Travis 0c0ichael 
to serve their sentences in fed-
eral prison.

The father and son duo con-
victed in $rbery¶s killing report-
edly has agreed to serve at least 
30 years in what many believe is 
a more inmate-friendly federal 
lockup.

$rbery¶s family wants the con-
victs to serve time in the harsher 
conditions of a state prison.

$ttorney S. /ee 0erritt said 
$rbery¶s mother, :anda Coo-
per-Jones, e[pressed opposition 
to the deal.

Typically, Mudges consider the 
w ishes of victims’  families.

“The 8nited States Depart-
ment of Justice has gone behind 
my back to offer the men who 
murdered my son a deal to make 
their time in prison easier for 
them to serve,” Cooper-Jones 
said in a statement.

“I have made it clear at ev-
ery possible moment that I do 
not agree to offer these men 
a plea deal of any kind. I have 
been completely betrayed by the 
D2J lawyers,” Cooper-Jones as-
serted.

Merritt referred to federal 
prison as “a country club com-
pared to state prison.”

He said federal prisons are less 
populated, have better funding, 
and are “generally more accom-
modating” than state lockups.

The McMichaels received life 
sentences w ithout the possibil-
ity for parole in a *lynn County, 
Georgia, court for murdering 
$rbery. $ third man, :illiam 
“Roddy” %ryan, also was con-
victed but w asn’ t listed in the 

latest plea deal.
2n Saturday, January 2�, 

prosecutors sent the plea agree-
ment to the 8S District for the 
Southern District of *eorgia 
for consideration. “%y admit-
ting they were motivated by hate 
when they hunted and murdered 
$hmaud $rbery, these men get 
to transfer to safer, less crow ded, 
and more orderly federal deten-
tion facilities,” Merritt stated.

“In essence, they get to brag 
about their hatred publicly and 
then be rewarded by the federal 
government.” Merritt continued, 
calling the agreement a “back-
room deal.”

“This is an e[ample of the 
Department of Justice literally 
snatching defeat from the jaw s 
of victory,” he said.

U p d a t e :
8S District Judge /isa *. 

:ood reMected the plea deal 
reached by prosecutors and Tra-
vis McMichael on federal hate 
crime charges in the murder of 
$hmaud $rbery.

The deal w ould have allow ed 
McMichael to serve his sentence 
in federal prison.

“:e respect the court¶s deci-
sion to not accept the sentencing 
terms of the proposed plea and to 
continue the hearing until )riday, 
$ssistant $ttorney *eneral .ris-
ten Clarke for the Civil Rights 
Division said in a statement.

“The Justice Department takes 
seriously its obligation to confer 
with the $rbery family and their 

lawyers both pursuant to the 
Crime Victim Rights Act and out 
of respect for the victim,” Clark 
said.

Before signing the proposed 
agreement reÀ ecting the defen-
dants’  confessions to federal hate 
crimes charges, the Civil Rights 
Division consulted w ith the vic-
tims¶ attorneys, Clark continued.

“The Justice Department en-
tered the plea agreement only 
after the victims¶ attorneys in-
formed me that the family was 
not opposed to it,” she said.

Earlier, McMichael had 
agreed to plead guilty to a single 
hate crime charge in e[change 
for the prosecution recommend-
ing he serve 30 years in federal 
prison.

*regory and Travis 0c0i-
chael, along with :illiam “Rod-
die” %ryan were convicted in 
state court of murder in early 
January.

The McMichaels w ere sen-
tenced to life in prison w ithout 
the possibility for parole. %ryan 
w as sentenced to life w ith the 
possibility of parole.

$rbery¶s mother, :anda Coo-
per-Jones, e[pressed anger and 
publicly lashed out over the pro-
posed plea deal.

“Please listen to me,” Cooper-
Jones told the judge. “Granting 
these men their preferred condi-
tions of confi nement would de-
feat me. It gives them one last 
chance to spit in my face after 
murdering my son.”

Judge J. Michelle Childs heads 
list of potential black women 

Supreme Court nominees

Judge sides with Ahmaud 
Arbery’s family, denies 
plea deal for McMichael

South Carolina U.S. District Judge J. Michelle Childs. /UNIVERSITY OF 
SOUTH CAROLINA LAW

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire C ontrib u tor

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire C ontrib u tor

Travis McMichael                     Gregory McMichael             William Bryan



You’ d need that pin to get in.
Put it on your chest and you’ d 

get access to an exclusive club. 
The pin tells the w orld w hat you 
did, that you w ere elite, that you 
acted w ith honor. If you earned 
the pin, you’ d w ear it w ith 
pride. In “Immortal Valor” by 
Robert Child, it’ s a beribboned 
thing that you¶d defi nitely de-
served.

Almost since the birth of this 
country, soldiers who have e[-
hibited bravery above and be-
yond their normal duties have 

been given medals for military 
merit. Says Child, almost 3,500 
Medals of Honor have been 
aw arded so far in the history 
of $merica� “/ess than 3 per-
cent... have been aw arded to... 
African Americans...” Of the 
500 Medals of Honor aw arded 
for service during World War II, 
just seven of them w ent to black 
soldiers.

That may not be a surprise. 
Racism was an everyday occur-
rence then and black soldiers 
“knew  only segregation” w hich 
“meant ineq uality.” Even so, 
the men in this book didn’ t let 

racism stop them from serving 
their country. It didn’ t stop them 
from exceptional acts.

Charles Thomas w as w orking 
at Ford in Dearborn, Michigan, 
w hen he w as drafted into the 
Army. In the midst of battle in 
Climbach, France, Thomas w as 
injured but continued to lead his 
men.

If Vernon Baker hadn’ t seen 
much racism at home in :yo-
ming, he surely saw  it after he 
enlisted in the $rmy. It was nev-
er as blatant, though, as it w as 
when a white offi cer was given 
credit “for the actions [ w hich 

Baker]  performed...”
Willy James w as killed trying 

to reach “his fatally-wounded 
platoon leader.” Edw ard Allen 
Carter Jr. was fi fteen years old 
and living in Shanghai w ith his 
missionary family when he vol-
unteered to fi ght with the Chi-
nese� four years later, he vis-
ited the American embassy and 
asked to be assigned to $bys-
sinia w ith the American troops.

George Watson lost his life 
attempting to save one. Ruben 
Rivers w ent into the Army w ith 
his younger brother. John Fox 
left a prestigious college to at-

tend one with an R2TC pro-
gram, so strong w as his desire 
to serve...

So w hat makes these men 
uniq ue?  Author Robert Child 
explains the rest of the story: in 
19 9 3, a study show ed that these 
men didn’ t get the honors for 
w hich they w ere recommended. 
It took another four years before 
they fi nally received their med-
als, more than fi ve decades after 
w ars’  end. Child tells readers 
how  this happened; he also says 
that other men are still w aiting.

That all makes “Immortal 
9alor” part irritation, part his-

tory. The former lies w aiting, 
w rapped in small biographies of 
those men, Jim Crow  tales and 
stories of valor so long unrecog-
niz ed. The latter could be a bit of 
a challenge for civilians: along 
w ith tales of American society, 
it¶s a lot of battles-and-dates in-
formation that, even so, pulses 
w ith adrenaline, blood, screams 
and Maw-dropping bravery.

Go into “Immortal Valor” 
know ing this and you’ ll burst 
w ith outrage and pride at nearly 
every word. (specially for vet-
erans and their families, this is a 
book to pin dow n.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
C ol u m nist
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W RTM-FM 1 00.5  FM, J AC KSO N’ S SO UL, 
RHYTHM AND  BLUES AND  SO UTHERN 
SO UL STATIO N PLAYING  MO RE 
V ARIETY, LESS TALK AND  THE MUSIC  
AD ULTS W ANT TO  HEAR!  

BOOK REVIEW:

IMMORTAL VALOR: 
THE BLACK MEDAL OF HONOR WINNERS 
OF WORLD WAR II
BY ROBERT CHILD
C.2022, OSPREY PUBLISHING / BLOOMSBURY
$30.00 • 288 PAGES



COMMUNITY

The Mississippi Children’s Museum 
celebrates Dr. Seuss’ Birthday

The Mississippi Children’ s Museum 
( MCM)  w ill host its’  annual Dr. Seuss’  
Birthday celebration Saturday, February 26 
from 10 a.m.-3. This annual celebration is 
one of the highlights of the year for MCM 
visitors w ho look forw ard to experiencing 
Dr. Seuss’  magical literary w orld. 

MCM is inviting you to join them  for 
a super silly Seuss-inspired party!  Party 
attendees can get messy w ith ooey-gooey 
oobleck w hile learning fun science facts, 
explore the museum on a Seuss themed 
scavenger hunt, and participate in many 
more creative activities. 

Readings of everyone’ s favorite Dr. Se-
uss books w ill be enjoyed throughout the 
day. Costumes are encouraged.

“Dr. Seuss w as a storyteller that encour-
aged children to think outside the box as 
they explore the w orld of literacy,” said 
President and CEO, Susan Garrard. “MCM 
w ants to inspire a love for reading and 
laughter in learning, w hich is w hat Dr. Se-
uss did through his stories. Dr. Seuss’  Silly 
Birthday Party is a time to celebrate his 
w ork w ith a day of laughter and fun.”

MCM strives to provide unparalleled 
experiences through innovative programs, 
special events and permanent exhibitions 
targeted to reach children during critical 
learning years. All activities are included 
in general admission and museum member-
ship.

F or m ore inf orm at ion,  v isit  w w w . m sc hil-
drensm u seu m . org.  

Seuss Day One

Seuss Day Three

Seuss Day Two

Seuss Day Four

The H inds C o unt y Sc ho o l D ist r ic t  ho st ed a  j o b f a ir  Thur sda y,  J a nua r y 20,  2022,  f r o m  4 p. m . - 7 p. m .  a t  t he new R a ym o nd 
H ig h Sc ho o l Per f o r m ing  A r t s C ent er .  This wa s a n o ppo r t unit y f o r  o ur  sc ho o ls t o  m eet  pr o spec t iv e c a ndida t es,  spea k 
wit h t hem  a nd set  up int er v iews f o r  t he upc o m ing  sc ho o l yea r .  
A dm inist r a t iv e t ea m s f r o m  B o lt o n- E dwa r ds E lem ent a r y/ Middle Sc ho o l,  B yr a m  Middle Sc ho o l,  C a r v er  Middle Sc ho o l,  
G a r y R o a d E lem ent a r y Sc ho o l,  G a r y R o a d I nt er m edia t e Sc ho o l,  R a ym o nd E lem ent a r y Sc ho o l,  R a ym o nd H ig h Sc ho o l,  
Terry +igh School and 8tica (lementary�Middle School enthusiastically greeted their candidates in a bid to fi nd the best 
a nd br ig ht est  t ea c her s f o r  t heir  sc ho o ls.

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
E N G A G I N G - E MPO W E R I N G - E N SUR I N G - E X C E LLE N C E

THS Principal Matthew Scot speaks with job fair participant. 

Daffonie Moore, CMS, interviews an applicant. Dr. WIll Smith of UEMS awaits applicants. 

GRI Principals Ashley Green and Ashley White speak with a 
future teacher. 

An applicant sits with Michelle Ray and Latasha Ball of BMS.

Kelly Services, Child Nutrition and Durham Transportation were on hand to recruit potential substitute teachers, bus drivers or cafeteria workers.

HCSD Child Nutrition awaits applicants.

If you are interested in joining the Hinds County School Dis-
trict, please contact Beverly Hay at 601-857-5222. 

S pecial  to T h e Mississippi Link
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P H O T O  O F  T H E  W E E K

Cherrish Adams celebrates 50th birthday pictured with sons, January 29, 2022 at party with family and friends at the Fairvew Inn in Jackson. PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON

Pattton & students preparing to vist grave sight of Fannie Lou 
Hammer

Hayes sisters recall childhood memories of Alamo Theatre on 
Farish Street in Jackson

Paulette Patton, Carolyn Amerson, Jackie Hampton and Gwen 
Williams at the Big Apple Inn on Farish Street in Jackson

Congressman Thompson speaks to Ursinus stu-
dents at his %olton office

Leroy Clemons at Memorial Tribute for Goodman, 
Chaney and Schwerner

Mound Bayou Oldesst Black Municipality Inc. in 1898

Rev. Ed King speaks to students in Tougaloo Col-
lege Chapel

0ound %ayou %lues 0arNer reÁets 
great pioneers

Students visiting Emmett Till Intrepid 
Museum Civil Rights Pioneer marker for Fannie Lou Hamer

A reflection of 
MS Black History tours

2010 thru 2021 
PHOTOS BY  PAULETTE PATTON AND JAY JOHNSON
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