
M i s s i s s i p p i  B l a c k  H i s t o r y  m a k -
e r s  s t a n d  t a l l  a n d  t o u c h  t h e  l i v e s  o f  
m a n y  b e y o n d  t h e i r  h o r i z o n s .  V i -
s i o n a r i e s ,  m o t i v a t o r s  a n d  r i s k - t a k -
e r s ,  t h e y  r e j e c t  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o  b y  
m o v i n g  i n t o  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n s  t o  
i m p r o v e  t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  t h e m .

Co n g r e s s m a n  B e n n i e  G o r d o n  
T h o m p s o n ,  At t o r n e y  Co n s t a n c e  
Io n a  Sl a u g h t e r - H a r v e y ,  J u d g e  T o -
m i e  T .  G r e e n ,  Dr .  R o b e r t  L.  Sm i t h  
a n d  Do r o t h y  St e w a r t  Sa m u e l  w e r e  
LQÀ ueQceG E\ cLYLl rLghtV DctLYLVtV 
M e d g a r  Ev e r s ,  Fa n n i e  Lo u  H a m e r  
a n d  o t h e r s .  T h e y  h a v e  s t o o d  t h e  
t e s t  o f  t i m e  a s  s t i m u l a t o r s  o f  p o s i -
t i v e  c h a n g e .

T h e  l o n g e s t - s e r v i n g  Af r i c a n -
$PerLcDQ electeG RIfi cLDl LQ the 
St a t e  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i  a n d  t h e  l o n e  
De m o c r a t  i n  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  Co n -
g r e s s i o n a l  De l e g a t i o n ,  T h o m p s o n  
hDV EeeQ fi ghtLQg Dll hLV lLIe IRr the 
r i g h t s  o f  a l l  p e o p l e s .  An  e f f e c t i v e  
p r o b l e m  s o l v e r ,  h e  i s  a  p a s s i o n a t e  

p u b l i c  s e r v a n t .  As  a  c i v i l  r i g h t s  
a c t i v i s t  w i t h i n  t h e  St u d e n t  N o n -
v i o l e n t  Co o r d i n a t i n g  Co m m i t t e e  
( SN CC) ,  h e  o r g a n i z e d  v o t e r  r e g i s -
t r a t i o n  d r i v e s  i n  t h e  De l t a  f o r  Af r i -
c a n  Am e r i c a n s  w h e n  h e  w a s  a  s t u -
d e n t  a t  T o u g a l o o  Co l l e g e .  O n c e  
a  t e a c h e r ,  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n  h a s  b e e n  
t h e  U . S.  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r  M i s s i s -
s i p p i ’ s  2 n d  Co n g r e s s i o n a l  Di s t r i c t  
s i n c e  1 9 9 3 .  Fo r m e r  m a y o r  a n d  a l -
d e r m a n  o f  B o l t o n ,  h i s  h o m e t o w n ,  
h e  w a s  a  f o u n d i n g  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  
M i s s i s s i p p i  As s o c i a t i o n  o f  B l a c k  
M a y o r s  a n d  a n  e l e c t e d  H i n d s  
Co u n t y  s u p e r v i s o r .  H e  a u t h o r e d  
l e g i s l a t i o n  c r e a t i n g  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Ce n t e r  f o r  M i n o r i t y  H e a l t h  a n d  
H e a l t h  Ca r e  Di s p a r i t i e s  w h i c h  
s u b s e q u e n t l y  b e c a m e  l a w .

At t o r n e y  Co n s t a n c e  Io n a  
Sl a u g h t e r - H a r v e y  o f  Fo r r e s t  
Co u n t y  c h a r g e d  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  
St a t e  H i g h w a y  P a t r o l  w i t h  p r a c -
t i c e s  o f  t h e  K u  K l u x  K l a n .

“ T h e i r  m i s s i o n  w a s  t o  k e e p  u s  
i n  l i n e , ”  s h e  s a i d .  H e n c e ,  i n  r e t a l i -

a t i o n ,  s h e  c h a n g e d  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
M i s s i s s i p p i  i n  t h e  h i r i n g  p r a c t i c e s  
RI VtDte trRRSerV ZheQ Vhe fi leG D 
l a w s u i t  s i x  m o n t h s  a f t e r  g r a d u a t -
LQg DV the fi rVt $IrLcDQ�$PerLcDQ 
f e m a l e  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
M i s s i s s i p p i ’ s  Sc h o o l  o f  La w  i n  
1 9 7 0 .  T w o  y e a r s  l a t e r  M i s s i s s i p -
SL¶V fi rVt ElDcN VtDte trRRSerV� :Dl�
t e r  Cr o s b y ,  Le w i s  Y o u n g e r  a n d  R .  
2. :LllLDPV Zere hLreG.

T h i s  n e w  n o r m  p r o d u c e d  s t a r -
t l i n g  s t a r e s  f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c  f o r  
y e a r s  a m i d  b r o k e n  r a c i a l  b a r r i e r s .  
N o w  5 0  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  Sl a u g h t e r -
+DrYe\� the fi rVt IePDle ElDcN 
MuGge LQ 0LVVLVVLSSL� reÀ ecteG� 
“ T h e y  n e v e r  g o t  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  
a n d  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  t r u l y  
d e s e r v e . ”

'eVSLte thLV REVerYDtLRQ� :Ll�
l i a m s  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  w o r k i n g  t o  
e n s u r e  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  a n d  e n f o r c e  
t h e  l a w s  o f  t h e  r o a d  o n  s t a t e  a n d  
f e d e r a l  r o a d w a y s ,  h i g h w a y s  a n d  
f r e e w a y s  i s  a  “ d a n g e r o u s  b u t  g o o d  
SrRIeVVLRQ.´ ³, MuVt ZLVh :Dlter 

Cr o s b y  [ w h o  d i e d  De c .  8 ,  2 0 2 1  a t  
a g e  7 1 ]  c o u l d  b e  h e r e  t o d a y . ”

“ M y  g o a l  i s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  
DcceVVLELlLt\� eIfi cLeQc\ DQG Dc�
c o u n t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  c r i m i n a l  a n d  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m … f o r  f a i r n e s s ,  
r e s p e c t ,  d i g n i t y  a n d  e q u i t y , ”  e x -
p l a i n e d  J u d g e  T o m i e  T .  G r e e n .  
*reeQ LV the fi rVt $IrLcDQ $PerL�
cDQ DQG the fi rVt ZRPDQ LQ the 
p o s i t i o n  o f  Se n i o r  Ci r c u i t  Co u r t  
J u d g e  o f  t h e  Se v e n t h  Ci r c u i t  
Co u r t  Di s t r i c t  ( H i n d s  Co u n t y )  o f  
M i s s i s s i p p i .

In  2 0 0 3 ,  G r e e n ,  Co u r t  T V ,  l o -
cDl $B&� 1B& DQG &B6 DIfi lLDteV 
t e l e v i s e d  c o v e r a g e  o f  a  m u l t i m i l -
l i o n - d o l l a r  n e g l i g e n c e  c a s e  i n  t h e  
s t a t e  w h i c h  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  G r e e n ’ s  
c o u r t r o o m .  H i s t o r y  w a s  m a d e  a s  
thLV ZDV the fi rVt tLPe thDt &Rurt 
T V  o r  l o c a l  n e t w o r k s  h a d  b r o a d -
c a s t e d  f u l l  c o v e r a g e  o f  a n  e n t i r e  
t r i a l  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i .  T h e  j u d g e  i n i -
t i a t e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  t h e  H i n d s  

G r a v i t a s  V e n t u r e s  h a s  a c -
q u i r e d  t h e  U . S.  a n d  Ca n a -
d i a n  d i s t r i b u t i o n  r i g h t s  f o r  
³7ZeQt\ 3eDrlV� 7he 6tRr\ RI 
Al p h a  K a p p a  Al p h a  So r o r i t y ,  
In c . , ”  a n  i n t i m a t e  d o c u m e n -
tDr\ fi lP LQtrRGucLQg the VtR�
r i e d  h i s t o r y  o f  Al p h a  K a p p a  
$lShD� $PerLcD¶V fi rVt VRrRr�
i t y  f o r  b l a c k  c o l l e g e  w o m e n .

N a r r a t e d  b y  P h y l i c i a  R a s h a d  
a n d  w r i t t e n  a n d  d i r e c t e d  b y  
De b o r a h  R i l e y  Dr a p e r ,  T w e n -
t y  P e a r l s  t e l l s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  a  
p o w e r f u l  s i s t e r h o o d  c r e a t e d  i n  
1��� thDt hDV LQÀ ueQceG VLg�
QLfi cDQt ZDterVheG PRPeQtV LQ 
hLVtRr\� LQcluGLQg :RrlG :Dr 
II,  N ASA,  Ci v i l  R i g h t s ,  V o t -
LQg 5LghtV� :RPeQ¶V 5LghtV� 
H B CU s  a n d  P u b l i c  H e a l t h .  

:Lth D PultL�SlDtIRrP lDuQch 
d a t e  o f  Fe b r u a r y  2 2 ,  2 0 2 2 ,  
T w e n t y  P e a r l s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  
o n  P r i m e  V i d e o ,  i T u n e s ,  Y o u -
T u b e ,  G o o g l e  P l a y  a n d  V u d u ,  t o  
n a m e  a  f e w .  R e t a i l e r s  l i k e  Am -
a z o n  w i l l  c a r r y  DV Ds  f o r  s a l e  
DQG the fi lP ZLll Ee DYDLlDEle 

i n  l i b r a r i e s  a s  f a r  a s  Ca n a d a .
In i t i a l l y  r e l e a s e d  o n  Co m -

c a s t ’ s  B l a c k  Ex p e r i e n c e  c h a n n e l  
i n  M a r c h  2 0 2 1 ,  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  
b y  G r a v i t a s  a n d  l a u n c h  d u r i n g  
B l a c k  H i s t o r y  M o n t h  i s  t i m e l y  
i n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h i s  d o c u m e n -
t a r y  t o  b r o a d e r  N o r t h  Am e r i -

c a n  a n d  w o r l d w i d e  a u d i e n c e s .
“ T h e  s t o r y  o f  Al p h a  K a p p a  

Al p h a  So r o r i t y  i s  n o t  a  b l a c k  
s t o r y ;  i t  i s  a n  Am e r i c a n  s t o r y .  
T h r o u g h  o u r  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  
G r a v i t a s ,  o u r  g o a l  i s  t o  e n -
s u r e  t h a t  o u r  s t o r y  i s  b r o a d l y  
t o l d  b y  m a k i n g  i t  m o r e  a c c e s -

s i b l e  t o  d i v e r s e  a u d i e n c e s , ”  
e x p l a i n e d  G l e n d a  B a s k i n  
G l o v e r ,  In t e r n a t i o n a l  P r e s i d e n t  
a n d  CEO  o f  Al p h a  K a p p a  Al -
p h a  So r o r i t y ,  In c o r p o r a t e d ® .

Di r e c t o r  De b o r a h  R i l e y  
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 By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contrib uting W riter

R e c e n t l y ,  N i s s a n  Ca n t o n  
a n n o u n c e d  a  $ 5 0 0  m i l l i o n  i n -
v e s t m e n t  i n  w h i c h  i t s  V e h i c l e  
As s e m b l y  P l a n t  w i l l  b e c o m e  a  
c e n t e r  f o r  U . S.  e l e c t r i c  v e h i c l e  
( EV )  p r o d u c t i o n .

B e f o r e  a  c r o w d  o f  e m p l o y e e s ,  
lRcDl DQG VtDte RIfi cLDlV� DQG D 
h o s t  o f  o t h e r  N i s s a n  t e a m  l e a d -
e r s ,  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s ,  i n v i t e d  
g u e s t s ,  a n d  t h e  m e d i a ,  Ch i e f  O p -
erDtLQg 2Ifi cer RI 1LVVDQ 0R�
t o r  Co r p o r a t i o n ,  Lt d .  As h w a n i  
G u p t a  s a i d ,  “ It ’ s  a n  h o n o r  t o  
b e  h e r e  w i t h  y o u  t o d a y  t o  s h a r e  
s o m e  n e w s  a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  
t h e  Ca n t o n  P l a n t  a n d  N i s s a n  o f  
t h e  U n i t e d  St a t e s . ”

T h e  $ 5 0 0  m i l l i o n  i s  t o  t r a n s -
f o r m  Ca n t o n  a s s e m b l y  p l a n t  t o  
EuLlG Dll�QeZ 1LVVDQ DQG ,Qfi QLtL 
EV  m o d e l s  b e g i n n i n g  i n  2 0 2 5 .  
N o t  o n l y  t h a t ,  b u t  t h e  i n v e s t -
m e n t  w i l l  a l s o  i n c l u d e  t h e  r e -
t r a i n i n g  a n d  u p s k i l l i n g  o f  n e a r l y  
2 , 0 0 0  j o b s .

In  a  p r i o r  p r e s s  c o m m e n t ,  
h e  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  “ N i s s a n  i s  
m a k i n g  a  s t r o n g  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  
Ca n t o n ’ s  f u t u r e ,  b r i n g i n g  t h e  
l a t e s t  t e c h n o l o g y ,  t r a i n i n g  a n d  
p r o c e s s  t o  c r e a t e  a  t r u l y  b e s t - i n -
c l a s s  EV  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  t e a m . ”  

T h e  e f f o r t  i s  a  p a r t  o f  N i s s a n ’ s  
Am b i t i o n  2 0 3 0  p l a n  w h i c h  c a l l s  
IRr �� electrLfi eG PRGelV IRr the 
1LVVDQ DQG ,Qfi QLtL ErDQGV glRE�
a l l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  1 5  a l l - e l e c t r i c  v e -
h i c l e s  b y  2 0 3 0 .  

³>:e@ ZLll trul\ VhRZcDVe 
the EeVt RI 1LVVDQ DQG ,Qfi QLtL�´ 
G u p t a  e x p r e s s e d .  H e  s a i d  t h e  
DQQRuQcePeQt PDrNeG the fi rVt 
o f  s e v e r a l  n e w  i n v e s t m e n t s  t h a t  
w i l l  d r i v e  t h e  EV  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  
t h e  U . S.  

In t e r n a t i o n a l l y ,  a s  p a r t  o f  i t s  
Am b i t i o n  2 0 3 0 ,  G u p t a  s a i d  t h a t  
N i s s a n  w i l l  i n v e s t  $ 1 8  b i l l i o n  
RYer the Qe[t fi Ye \eDrV. 7he 
c o m p a n y  h a s  a l r e a d y  i n v e s t e d  
$ 1 3 . 5  b i l l i o n  i n  i t s  U . S.  m a n u -
f a c t u r i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .  

H e  c r e d i t e d  s t r o n g  p a r t n e r -
s h i p s  w i t h  s t a t e ,  c o u n t y ,  a n d  l o -
c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  N i s s a n  Am e r -
i c a ,  a n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  
“ d e d i c a t e d ”  e m p l o y e e s ,  “ t h e i r  
m o s t  v a l u a b l e  a s s e t , ”  f o r  m a k -
i n g  t h e  N i s s a n – M i s s i s s i p p i  r e l a -
t i o n s h i p ,  a  h u g e  s u c c e s s .  

R e i t e r a t i n g  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  
h i s t o r y - m a k i n g  a n n o u n c e m e n t ,  
Da v i d  J o h n s o n ,  w h o  s e r v e d  a s  
SrRgrDP guLGe� VDLG� ³:RZ� 
T w o ,  n o t  o n e ,  b u t  t w o ,  a l l - n e w ,  
a l l - e l e c t r i c  m o d e l s  t o  b e  b u i l t  
r i g h t  h e r e  i n  Ca n t o n ,  M i s s i s -
s i p p i . ”  J o h n s o n  i s  s e n i o r  v i c e  
p r e s i d e n t ,  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  a n d  
Su p p l y  Ch a i n  M a n a g e m e n t  -  
N o r t h  Am e r i c a .

N i s s a n  Am e r i c a  Ch a i r p e r s o n  
J é r é m i e  P a p i n  t o l d  t h e  Ca n t o n  
t e a m ,  “ I a m  s o  p r o u d  o f  y o u ;  
w h a t  a  g r e a t  d a y  i t  i s .  B u t  w h a t  
m a k e s  t o d a y  e v e n  m o r e  s p e c i a l  
i s  w e  a r e  j u s t  g e t t i n g  s t a r t e d . ”

G o v .  T a t e  R e e v e s  c o m p a r e d  
t h e  e v e n t  t o  b e i n g  a t  a  n a t i o n a l  
c h a m p i o n s h i p  c o l l e g e  g a m e ,  
“ a n d  w e  a r e  w i n n i n g  e v e r y  s t e p  
o f  t h e  w a y . ”

“ T h i s  $ 5 0 0  m i l l i o n  c a p i t a l  
i n v e s t m e n t  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  h a p -
p e n e d  h a d  i t  n o t  b e e n  f o r  t h e  
h a r d - w o r k i n g  w o r k e r s  o f  t h i s  
f a c i l i t y , ”  R e e v e s  s a i d .  

“ I c o u l d  n o t  b e  m o r e  e x c i t e d  
t o  b e  h e r e  w i t h  y o u  t o  t h a n k  
e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  o n e  o f  y o u  f o r  
y o u r  e f f o r t s  a n d  t o  c o m m i t  t h a t  
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A H e r i t a g e  Ex h i b i t i o n ,  r e -
À ectLQg the SrRgrDP VerYLceV� 
DctLYLtLeV DQG cRQtrLEutLRQV RI 
)RrZDrG /RRNerV )eGerDteG 
&luE� DGRrQeG the &Rllege +Lll 
BDStLVt &hurch )DPLl\ /LIe 
&eQter� DV the cluE celeErDteG 
LtV 5�th \eDr )RuQGer¶V 'D\ 
REVerYDQce )rLGD\� )eEruDr\ 
11� ����.

7he e[hLELt RI ShRtRgrDShV� 
PePRrDELlLD� hLVtRrLcDl GRcu�
PeQtV� VRuYeQLr SrRgrDP ERRNV 
DQG DZDrG�ZLQQLQg VcrDSERRNV 
chrRQLcleG SrRgrDP VerYLceV� 
DctLYLtLeV DQG cRQtrLEutLRQV RI 

the cluE GurLQg LtV 5��\eDr e[�
LVteQce DQG hRQRreG thRVe ZhR 
hDYe leG DQG VuSSRrteG the Rr�
gDQL]DtLRQ.

)RrZDrG /RRNerV� D lRcDl DI�
fi lLDte RI the 0LVVLVVLSSL 6tDte 
)eGerDtLRQ RI &RlRreG :RP�
eQ¶V &luEV� the regLRQDl 6Ruth�
eDVterQ )eGerDtLRQ RI &RlRreG 
:RPeQ¶V &luEV DQG the 1D�
tLRQDl $VVRcLDtLRQ RI &RlRreG 
:RPeQ¶V &luEV� ,Qc.� ZDV Rr�
gDQL]eG LQ 1��� uQGer the leDG�
erVhLS RI &lDrD $le[DQGer -DcN�
VRQ DQG 'r. -eVVLe B. 0RVle\.  

7he cluE¶V VchRlDrVhLS� 
QDPeG LQ hRQRr RI IRuQGer 

&lDrD $le[DQGer -DcNVRQ� LV 
DZDrGeG DQQuDll\ tR tZR el�
ePeQtDr\ eGucDtLRQ PDMRrV Dt�
teQGLQg +B&8V LQ 0LVVLVVLSSL.

$Iter DcNQRZleGgePeQt RI 
chDrter PePEerV 0DYLV &hDP�
ElLVV� .DttLe 0c&ullRugh DQG 
3DtrLcLD $le[DQGer 6LPV� ZhR 
Zere uQDEle tR DtteQG� D SrR�
ceVVLRQ RI SDVt cluE SreVLGeQtV 
SreceGeG the ZelcRPLQg DQG 
LQtrRGuctLRQ VeVVLRQ.

$ cerePRQ\� ³:e 5ePeP�
Eer´ �,Q 0ePRrLDP�� hRQRreG 
cluE IRuQGerV� leDGerV DQG 
tZeQt\�RQe GeceDVeG PePEerV.

$Iter D YLeZLQg RI the e[�

hLELtV DQG D ShRtR VeVVLRQ� the 
SrRgrDP SrRceeGeG LQ three 
DctV� EDVeG RQ the DQQLYerVDr\ 
thePe� ³&eleErDtLQg $ 3DVt� 
&herLVhLQg the 3reVeQt� DQG 
&lDLPLQg 2ur )uture thrRugh 
/eDGerVhLS� 6chRlDrVhLS DQG 
6erYLce.´

$ct , RI the celeErDtLRQ� ³&el�
eErDtLQg D 3DVt�´ LQcluGeG D VNLt 
ZhLch reYLeZeG DQG celeErDteG 
the 5��\eDr hLVtRr\ RI )RrZDrG 
/RRNerV )eGerDteG &luE ZhLle 
hRQRrLQg LtV IRuQGer� chDrter 
PePEerV� DQG SDVt DQG SreV�
eQt PePEerVhLSV. 7he VNLt DlVR 
gDYe creGeQce tR the cDGre RI 

geQerRuV VuSSRrterV GurLQg LtV 
e[LVteQce.

³&herLVhLQg the 3reVeQt´ 
ZDV the IRcuV RI $ct ,,� ZhLch 
IeDtureG D YLGeR SreVeQtD�
tLRQ VuPPDrL]LQg the curreQt 
ZRrNV� VerYLceV DQG DctLYLtLeV 
thDt )RrZDrG /RRNerV DQG LtV 
PePEerV Dre curreQtl\ eQgDgeG 
LQ. 7he VL[ IRcuV DreDV cRYereG 
PRQetDr\ GRQDtLRQV� VerYLceV� 
VchRlDrVhLSV� PeGLD�techQRl�
Rg\� leDGerVhLS DQG herLtDge 
celeErDtLRQ.

7he IRcuV RI $ct ,,, ZDV 
³&lDLPLQg 2ur )uture�´ DQG Lt 
LQcluGeG DQ LQ�GeSth DVVeVV�

PeQt tR eQcRurDge PePEerV 
tR ³PRYe Rut RI theLr cRPIRrt 
]RQeV´ LQtR D PRre IuturLVtLc 
treQGVettLQg PLQGVet� thuV Vet�
tLQg the VtDge IRr the GeYelRS�
PeQt RI Iuture VuVtDLQDELlLt\� 
eYDluDtLRQ DQG SrRgrDPPDtLc 
VtrDtegLc SlDQQLQg.

$Iter D ErLeI recDS� the VR�
cLDll\ GLVtDQceG eYeQt ZDV 
cRQcluGeG ZLth D SreSDcNDgeG� 
SerVRQDl luQch tR gR.

7he Zell�RrgDQL]eG� hLVtRrL�
cDl REVerYDQce ZDV LQVtructLYe 
DQG LQVSLrLQg� gLYLQg LQceQtLYe 
IRr QeeGV tR Ee Pet� DV the cluE 
PRYeV IRrZDrG tR the Iuture.

/2&$/
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Forward Lookers Club 
celebrates 50 years of service

Members of the Forward Lookers Federated Club at the Heritage Exhibition  PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON



County Detention Center by the Hinds County Grand 
Jury, the Hinds County Board of Supervisors and the 
U. S. Department of Justice to curtail jail riots, consti-
tutional violations and injuries and deaths of jail de-
tainees. Further, in the Mississippi legislature Green 
SrRPRteV trDLQLQg� certLfi cDtLRQ DQG LQcreDVeG EeQefi tV 
for court personnel. 

Terry native and long-time Jackson resident, Dr. 
Robert L. Smith, was exposed to medicine at the age 
of 10 by a white Jewish doctor who, when he retired, 
gave him a set of medical books. Years later (1961), 
he graduated from Howard University, and while he 
was preparing to accept a residency in obstetrics and 
gynecology, was called to practice in Mississippi. In 
1962 he had a rude awakening of discrimination and 
inequality. He joined the civil rights movement.

“I placed myself repeatedly in harm’s way for the 
sake of health care,” he stated. Smith worked closely 
with Medgar Evers and other members. After Evers 
was assassinated, he continued to treat civil rights 
workers who were injured during demonstrations. 
During James Meredith’s 1966 March Against Fear, 
Smith was Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s personal phy-

sician.
+e EecDPe the fi rVt 6RutherQ 0eGLcDl )LelG 'Lrec�

tor and founded the Medical Committee for Human 
Rights to train northern doctors who traveled south to 
render services for civil rights workers during Free-
dom Summer in Jackson in 1964. He was an adjunct 
professor at Tufts University (Boston, Mass.), Me-
harry Medical College (Nashville, TN), and Jackson 
State University. In Providence, Rhode Island, Smith 
was professor emeritus in the Department of Com-
munity Medicine at Brown University. He engaged in 
aligning the pre-health program at Tougaloo College. 
The civil rights veteran received the Medal of Valor 
Award from the American Medical Association in Ho-
nolulu on Nov. 13, 2017.

Smith admits that though improvements have been 
made in Mississippi, “We still have a long way to go 
to achieve better population health for both white and 
black people.” 

“If you have pride in yourself, you will respect 
yourself and pretty much demand that others respect 
you, and you will provide for your people. It’s on us 
to create for ourselves,” asserted Dorothy Stewart 

Samuel.
Gone since July 6, 2018, but not forgotten, Stewart 

Samuel graduated from Holy Ghost Catholic School, 
studied at Jackson State College (now JSU), attended 
the Universidad Nacional de Mexico as a Fulbright 
Fellow, attended University of Mississippi, Missis-
sippi College, Clark University (Worcester, Mass.,) 
and San Francisco State University. Samuel retired 
from the Jackson Public School System after 30 years 
of teaching and founded Women for Progress of MS, 
Inc. in 1978. The Clinton native brought her lifelong 
skills to the organization which promotes community 
consciousness and change. As co-host, she and Wil-
lie Jones, president of Women for Progress Radio 
Broadcast, presented important community issues and 
discussions on how people can empower themselves. 
The show continues each Wednesday on WMPR, 90.1 
at 7:30 p.m. 

These trailblazers tapped into their values so as to 
make Mississippi a better place in which to live. In-
À ueQceG E\ the &LYLl 5LghtV 0RYePeQt� the\ leDrQeG 
that their place is wherever there is a need to make a 
difference.

Draper, a 2022 NAACP Image Awards 
nominee for the OWN: Oprah Win-
frey Network docuseries “The Legacy 
of Black Wall Street” for Outstand-
ing Breakthrough Creative (Televi-
sion), is well known for her previous 
documentaries “Olympic Pride, Ameri-
can Prejudice” and “Versailles ‘73: 
American Runway Revolution.”

Draper said interviewing Alpha Kappa 
Alpha member and Vice President Kamala 
Harris for Twenty Pearls was an extraor-
GLQDr\ PRPeQt IRr her DV D fi lPPDNer.

“Vice President Harris spoke to the 
power of black women when we come to-
gether and organize, what that looks like, 
and how that force can change the world.”

As a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Incorporated®  herself, Draper 
said, “Being able to tell our own stories 
is our cultural inheritance. If we don’t 
tell our stories, who is going to tell our 
stories the way they should be told?” 

Twenty Pearls is produced by Coffee 
Bluff Pictures (Deborah Riley Draper 
and Lacy Barnes, producers) and execu-
tive produced by Alpha Kappa Alpha So-
rority, Incorporated® International Presi-
dent and CEO Dr. Glenda Baskin Glover, 
The Honorable Kimberly M. Esmond Ad-
ams, Cynthia D. Howell, Martha Perine 
Beard and Cheryl Polote Williamson. 

About Alpha Kappa Al-
pha Sorority, Incorporated®

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incor-
porated (AKA) is an international ser-
vice organization that was founded 
on the campus of Howard University 
in Washington, D.C. in 1908. It is the 
oldest Greek-letter organization estab-
lished by African American, college-
educated women. Alpha Kappa Alpha 
is comprised of over 300,000 members 
in more than 1,000 graduate and under-
graduate chapters in the United States, 
the U.S. Virgin Islands, Liberia, Baha-
mas, Bermuda, the Caribbean, Canada, 
Japan, Germany, South Korea, South 
Africa and in the Middle East. Led by 
International President and Chief Ex-
ecutLYe 2Ifi cer� *leQGD *lRYer 3h.'.� 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorpo-
rated® is often hailed as “America’s 
premier Greek-letter organization for 
African-American women.” Visit www.
aka1908.com for more information.

To pre-order Twenty Pearls on 
iTunes, visit https://apple.co/3szzYqH

we are going to continue to work together with your 
leadership team to make sure that Mississippi remains 
the best place not only in America but the best place 
on the globe to create jobs and to raise a family.”

Johnson echoed Reeves’ sentiment about the em-
ployees. “This wouldn’t be possible without the hard 
work and unwavering commitment of the employees 
who call Canton home,” he said. “Let’s build this fu-
ture together.”

One of those unwavering employees is Derek Polk, 
director of Operations for Paint and Fascia. “I have 
been here 19 and a half years; I’m one of the original 
employees,” Polk told The Mississippi Link after the 
press conference.

Regarding his reaction to the announcement, Polk 
said: “Obviously, we are excited. This is great for the 
future of Mississippi not just the Canton plant. The 
economic development, the job opportunities, the ad-
vantages, the growth and the future. This is a state-

ment that Mississippi is a major player in the automo-
tive industry.”

Andrew Tavi, senior VP for external affairs and 
sustainability, is also excited.  He shared that the an-
nouncement really reinforces Nissan’s commitment 
to the statement of Mississippi, to Canton, and to the 
5,000 hardworking men and women at this plant.

“It’s going to allow us to bring advanced technol-
Rg\� fi rVt RI LtV NLQG tR 0LVVLVVLSSL�´ 7DYL VDLG. ³,t¶V 
going to allow us to train and upskill our employees 
so they can build the vehicles of the future. This an-
nouncement really facilitates Nissan Canton, not only 
being a key manufacturing center for us now, but also 
into the future. We are really excited about that.” 

Canton’s Mayor William Truly told The Missis-
sippi Link that the announcement is “extraordinary 
and amazing.”

“The new technology [to build] electric cars gives 
us an opportunity, particularly Canton, to become a 

part of this,” Truly said.
He is especially pleased that Nissan is willing to 

train Canton’s citizens in its Workforce Development 
Program.

“I am hoping that I can negotiate with Nissan to 
certainly include our high school kids who might be 
interested in electrical engineering, mechanical engi-
neering. With this kind of development, this kind of 
futuristic era, we have to make certain that our high 
school kids (juniors and seniors) and our citizenry are 
involved in learning skills that will help them take 
care of themselves and take care of their families.” 

Truly said Nissan’s being in Canton for nearly 20 
years has had a tremendous impact on the county as 
well as the city.

“Particularly, we have a tremendous number of citi-
zens who are actually hired by Nissan. Nissan gives 
a lot of scholarships to our educational system, and it 
has just been wonderful for us.” 

Nissan
Continued from page 1

History
Continued from page 1

AKA
Continued from page 1
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L-R) Jeff Younginer, Chandra Vasser, Andrew Tavi, Ashwani Gupta, Governor Tate Reeves, Jérémie 
Papin, Nelda Connors, Mayor William Truly, David Johnson and  Congressman Michael Guest

(L-R) Alderman Lafayette Wales, Alderman Tim Taylor, CAO, 
Jacqueline Amos, Alderman Fred Esco, Jr. and Mayor Wil-
liam Truly, Jr. PHOTOS BY GAIL BROWN
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A demolition contractor’s 
DQVZer ZDV D TuDlLfi eG� ³<eV.́  
5eDVVurLQg� Eut hRZ" $ grDQt" 
*LYeQ the ���\eDr VDgD� PRVt 
SeRSle ZRulG GRuEt Lt. &lRuGV 
PD\ Ee lLItLQg. )LrVt� D EuLlGLQg 
LV DYDLlDEle ZLthRut LQYRlYe�
PeQt RI -5$ Rr &Lt\ +Dll.

$rchLYLVt $QgelD 6teZ�
Drt IRuQG LQIRrPDtLRQ ZhLch 
helSeG uQIRlG the VtRr\ EehLQG 
thDt GLlDSLGDteG EuLlGLQg. 7hLV 
uQtRlG chDSter RI the +LVtRrLc 
'LVtrLct uQGerVcRreV the LPSRr�
tDQce RI BlDcN +LVtRr\ 0RQth. 
/LNel\ D cDuVe IRr VRul VeDrch�
LQg� Lt cRulG Ee ³the Zh\�́  the 
cDtDl\Vt IRr GRLQg the LPSRVVL�
Ele. )Rr VRPe� thDt LV ZhDt )Dr�
LVh 6treet ZDV�LV Dll DERut.

BrLQgLQg SRVLtLYe GeeGV tR 
lLght� LQIRrPV VRPe� rePLQGV 
RtherV� Zh\ )DrLVh 6treet LV leg�
eQGDr\. 7he SDVt hDV LtV SlDce� 
Eut the PDLQ REMectLYe here LV 
tR lLQN SDVt ZLth Iuture SrRV�
SectV. 7hDt LV ZhDt the )DrLVh 
6treet 3rRMect VRught. 'eVSLte 
Dll RGGV� thDt LV ZhDt SeRSle RQ 
)DrLVh 6treet hDYe EeeQ GRLQg 
RYer D ceQtur\.

Individuals were propelled 
tR DchLeYe greDtQeVV. ,Q P\ 
RSLQLRQ� there PuVt hDYe EeeQ 
GLYLQe LQterYeQtLRQ. )RrPerl\ 
enslaved men and women and 
theLr chLlGreQ EegDQ the Rut�
VtDQGLQg legDc\ RI the )DrLVh 
6treet cRPPuQLt\ VhRrtl\ DIter 
5ecRQVtructLRQ. (YeQ the The  
C larion-Ledg er GDLl\ QeZVSD�
Ser gDYe theP hLgh SrDLVe LQ 
the IRllRZLQg e[cerSt IrRP D 
1��� DrtLcle�

³7he QegrReV Zere QeYer VR 
prosperous as now and more 
RI theP Dre lDuQchLQg EuVL�
QeVV cRQcerQV thDQ eYer EeIRre 
«7he\ Dre Eu\LQg theLr RZQ 
hRPeV� thuV SuttLQg thePVelYeV 
RQ LQGeSeQGeQt IRRtLQg. 7he 
eVtDElLVheG EDQNLQg LQVtLtu�
tLRQV Dre cDrr\LQg PRre GeSRV�
LtV PDGe E\ QegrReV thDQ eYer 
EeIRre LQ the 6tDte¶V hLVtRr\ DQG 
the DVVeVVPeQt rRllV VhRZ thDt 
the\ Dre eQterLQg Dll clDVVeV RI 
EuVLQeVV.́

,Q IDct� VRPe EecDPe 
ZeDlth\� D IeZ� PLllLRQDLreV. 
$ccRrGLQg tR the GRcuPeQ�
tDr\� 7he )DrLVh 6treet 3rRMect 
Dt RlePLVV.eGu� )DrLVh 6t. greZ 
IrRP 1��� tR 1���. 'r. 6LGQe\ 
5eGPRQG ZDV the IRuQGLQg ID�
ther. +e ZDV D Sh\VLcLDQ DQG D 
lDZ\er. +LV ErRther� $. 0. 5eG�
PRQG� ZDV D ShDrPDcLVt ZLth 
hLV RZQ GLVSeQVDr\. BRth Zere 
SrRPLQeQt PePEerV RI the 1D�
tLRQDl 5eSuElLcDQ 3Drt\ ZhLch� 
Dt thDt tLPe� ZDV the SDrt\ RI 
/LQcRlQ. 6eYerDl )DrLVh 6t. cRl�
leDgueV� YRtLQg PePEerV RI the 
3Drt\� VZLtcheG tR the 'ePR�
crDtV tR YRte IRr 3reVLGeQtV 
)rDQNlLQ 5RRVeYelt DQG 7ru�
PDQ.

7here ZDV DlVR grRZth DIter 
:RrlG :Dr ,,. 6RurceV GRcu�
PeQtLQg the QuPEer RI EuVL�
QeVVeV DQG SrRIeVVLRQDlV Dre 
lLVteG RQlLQe. 2Qe VRurce re�
SRrteG DV PDQ\ DV 5�. ,Q 1���� 
'r. $. +. 0c&R\ EuLlt D EuLlG�
LQg ZLth hLV GeQtDl RIfi ce RQ the 
VecRQG À RRr. +LV grDQGIDther 
ZDV D VlDYe ZhR ZDV ePDQcL�
SDteG Dt �1 \eDrV RlG. 

'r. 0c&R\ VtrRQgl\ EelLeYeG 

LQ the ShLlRVRSh\ RI VelI�VuI�
fi cLeQc\. +LV PeQtRrV DQG cRl�
leDgueV DSSDreQtl\ GLG DV Zell. 
6hRrtl\ DIter the ZDr� 'r. 0c�
&R\ RSeQeG the 5Lt] 7heDter 
Qe[t tR 6teYeQV¶ .LtcheQ. ,t 
ZDV the 1Vt PRYLe theDter EuLlt� 
RZQeG DQG RSerDteG E\ D ElDcN 
PDQ LQ $PerLcD. +e hDG tR gR 
tR $tlDQtD tR Eu\ the chDLrV Ee�
cDuVe� DV he Sut Lt� ³0\ PRQe\ 
ZDVQ¶t greeQ eQRugh IRr theVe 
ZhLte IRlN LQ 0LVVLVVLSSL.́

7DNeQ DV D ZhRle� )DrLVh 
6treet ZDV SrDctLcDll\ VelI�VuI�
fi cLeQt� D SreGRPLQDQtl\ ElDcN 
PLcrRcRVP RI VRcLet\. 3Drt RI 
LtV VucceVV� hRZeYer� ZDV Gue 
tR ZhLteV� DQG VR ZDV SDrt RI LtV 
GeclLQe.

)eZ ShRtRgrDShV rePDLQ� 
VhRZLQg the VLPLlDrLt\ EetZeeQ 
EuLlGLQgV RQ 1. )DrLVh DQG (. 
&DSLtDl 6treetV. ,t LV DVVuPeG� 
DQG PD\ Ee YerLfi DEle� the\ 
Zere EuLlt Dt the VDPe tLPe� 
E\ the VDPe EuLlGerV� Eut IRr 
GLIIereQt SeRSle. 7he Yer\ e[�
LVteQce RI D )DrLVh 6t. hLQgeG 
RQ the IDct thDt Lt ZDV D QeceV�
VDr\ E\�SrRGuct RI VegregDtLRQ 
LQ the -LP &rRZ 6Ruth. 6LQce 
ZhLteV GLG QRt ZDQt ElDcNV 
PL[LQg ZLth theP LQ theLr 
VchRRlV� VtRreV� reVtDurDQtV� 
hRVSLtDlV� hRPeV� SlD\grRuQGV� 
IDLrV� PRYLeV� teDPV� VZLP�
PLQg SRRlV� EeDut\ VDlRQV� EDr�
Eer VhRSV� EDthrRRPV� ZDLtLQg 
rRRPV� ZDter IRuQtDLQV� etc.� 
the\ gDYe ³cRlRreGV´ D rDQge 
RI VcDleG�GRZQ YerVLRQV. -DcN�
VRQ¶V )DrLVh 6t. PD\ hDYe EeeQ 
RQe RI the PRre geQerRuV VRlu�
tLRQV.

2ur DQceVtRrV tRRN DGYDQ�

tDge. BuVLQeVVeV Zere QRt e[�
cluVLYel\ ElDcN. 1eLther Zere 
cuVtRPerV� clLeQtV� SDtLeQtV QRr 
YeQGRrV. $ IeZ ZhLteV� -eZV� 
DQG Rther LPPLgrDQtV� helSeG 
ElDcNV thrLYe� QRt Perel\ Vur�
YLYe� LQtR the 1���¶V DQG 1���¶V. 
$t RQe elDERrDte ZeGGLQg LQ 
the PLG 1���¶V� &eQtrDl 8QLteG 
0ethRGLVt &hurch ZDV Dt Iull 
cDSDcLt\ ZLth RYer ��� gueVtV 
LQ DtteQGDQce.

7he cRrQerVtRQe Dt the uSSer 
IDoDGe LV D glLPSVe RI hLVtRr\� 
³:$ 6cRtt 1�1�.́  7he 6cRtt 
BuLlGLQg ZDV EuLlt E\ 5eY. :Ll�
lLDP $le[DQGer 6cRtt 6r. :Lth 
hLV ZLIe� (PPelLQe� he rDQ D 
SrLQtLQg cRPSDQ\ ZhLch SuE�
lLVheG the fi rVt ElDcN QeZVSDSer 
LQ -DcNVRQ DV Zell DV SrLQteG 
DQG  GLVtrLEuteG church Eulle�
tLQV thrRughRut the VtDte. )rRP 
(GZDrGV� 06� Zhere tZR VRQV 
Zere ERrQ� the\ PDGe theLr QeZ 
hRPe RQ the VecRQG À RRr.

:$ 6cRtt GLeG LQ 1���. 3rLRr 
tR hLV GeDth he lDLG tZR IRuQ�
GDtLRQV ZhLch Dre VtLll VtDQG�
LQg 11� \eDrV lDter. 7hDt RQe 
ZhLch LV VR greDt� ³VtDQGV RQ 
the VhRulGerV RI the RQe ZhLch 
cDPe EeIRre.́

7he 6cRtt BuLlGLQg PD\ Ee 
the RlGeVt EuLlGLQg RQ )DrLVh 6t. 
EuLlt E\ D ElDcN EuVLQeVV RZQ�
er. :e hDYe DutheQtLc� Sh\VLcDl 
eYLGeQce. 'ue tR VtRrP GDPDge 
LQ ���1� Lt EecDPe DSSDreQt thDt 
there PD\ Ee QR chRLce� Eut tR 
teDr Lt GRZQ. 2therZLVe� reVtRr�
DtLYe DctLRQ PuVt Ee VtDrteG LQ 
the QeDr Iuture.

7he 6cRtt¶V EecDPe RQe RI 
the PRVt LQÀ ueQtLDl IDPLlLeV LQ 
$PerLcD. (PPelLQe 6RuthDll 

6cRtt leIt -DcNVRQ DQG PRYeG tR 
$tlDQtD LQ 1��� DIter her huV�
EDQG¶V GeDth. 6he hRQeG her 
SuElLVhLQg VNLllV� ZhLle tutRr�
LQg DQG eQcRurDgLQg her VRQV.

7he 6cRtt BuLlGLQg ZDV lDVt 
RSerDteG DrRuQG �� \eDrV DgR� 
DV D MD]] cluE. ³'ePRlLtLRQ E\ 
1eglect´ hDV leIt RQl\ the ErLcN 
ZDllV� DQG eYeQ the\ QeeG re�
SDLr.

7he TuDlLfi cDtLRQ RQ thDt 
³\eV´ PeDQt� Lt cDQ Ee fi [eG� Eut 
Dt ZhDt cRVt"

7he 6cRtt BuLlGLQg cRulG 
fi ll D YRLG� LI reSurSRVeG� DV D 
)DrLVh 6t. 9LVLtRr¶V &eQter� IRr 
RQe thLQg. 7hLV LV DQ RSeQ LQ�
YLtDtLRQ� DQ uQRIfi cLDl 5)3� LI 
\Ru ZLll. 1RZhere� LV there D 
GeVLgQDteG SlDce IRr fi rVt�hDQG 
NQRZleGge RI )DrLVh 6treet� Rur 
YerVLRQ RI ³BlDcN :Dll 6treet.́

7he ³EDE\�ERRPerV�́  QRZ 
³VeQLRrV�́  ZLtQeVVeG the he\�
GD\ RI the RlGeVt� cRQtLQuRuV� 
ElDcN EuVLQeVV GLVtrLct LQ $Per�
LcD. 7he \RuQger geQerDtLRQV 
NQRZ RI LtV EDG reSutDtLRQ.

7he 6cRtt BuLlGLQg cRulG Vell 
³the 7�VhLrt�́  reIreVhPeQtV� 
SRVt cDrGV� rePLQGerV RI the 'r. 
$. +. 0c&R\ )eGerDl BuLlGLQg� 
&Lt\ +Dll� &DSLtRl� *RYerQRr¶V 
0DQVLRQ� &RllegeV� -RhQQ\ 7¶V� 
$lDPR� ³BLg -RhQ¶V�́  IRrPer 
3eDcheV� 'eQQLV BrRV. 6hReV� 
0LVVLVVLSSL 6tDte )lDg� DQG the 
6cRtt BuLlGLQg� LtVelI. ,I lRtter\ 
tLcNetV Zere VRlG� thDt ZRulG Dl�
most guarantee an increase in 
the VcRre RQ 7rLS $GYLVRr.

0DQ\ tRurLVtV VtLll cRPe� 
VRPe DttrDcteG E\ SuElLcLt\ 
IrRP the IDLleG GeYelRSPeQt RI 
the ������� BlRcNV. BuVeV RI 

VtuGeQtV leDrQ DERut the &LYLl 
5LghtV 0RYePeQt� leG E\ uQL�
YerVLt\ IDcult\ IrRP Dll RYer the 
cRuQtr\.

,Q ��1�� 2SerDtLRQ 8QGer�
VtDQGLQg '& leG D EuV tRur RI 
GLYerVe VtuGeQt DPEDVVDGRrV tR 
trDce the rRute RI the )reeGRP 
5LGerV DQG YLVLt SlDceV RI LQ�
tereVt LQ -eZLVh culture. :heQ 
the\ cDPe tR )DrLVh 6t.� (rLc 7. 
:DVhLQgtRQ -r. VDZ hLV ³8Qcle 
'Rc¶V´ QDPe RQ the )eGerDl 
BuLlGLQg� creDtLQg TuLte D VtLr. 
3eRSle IrRP Dll RYer the ZRrlG 
cRPe tR get D VeQVe RI QRVtDlgLD 
LQ D reDl� lLYe ³hRRG.́

)DrLVh 6t. hDV DlZD\V EeeQ 
DQ ³(QtertDLQPeQt 'LVtrLct´ 
DQG VR Puch PRre. 3eRSle 
hDYe VtretcheG theLr LPDgLQD�
tLRQ� ZDLtLQg IRr the reELrth RI 
D SlDce Zhere $IrLcDQ $PerL�
cDQV thrLYeG LQGeSeQGeQtl\.

7hLV LV D reDlLVtLc chDQce IRr 
the GreDP QRt tR Ee GeIerreG. 
7he cRVt RI reVtRrDtLRQ RI the 
6cRtt BuLlGLQg LV SrRhLELtLYe 
IRr PRVt LQGLYLGuDlV. )eGerDl 
IuQGLQg� Dt leDVt IRr LQIrDVtruc�
ture� PLght Ee the rLght MuPS�
VtDrt Dt the rLght tLPe.

6DYLQg the 6cRtt BuLlGLQg 
ZRulG gR D lRQg ZD\ tRZDrG re�
YLtDlL]DtLRQ� MRLQLQg IRrceV ZLth 
thRVe PDNLQg VtrLGeV LQ the 
������� BlRcNV. 7hDt ZRulG 
VhRZ thDt re�creDtLRQ RI the 
SreGRPLQDQtl\ $IrLcDQ $PerL�
cDQ� ecRQRPLc ePSRZerPeQt 
]RQe LV uQGerZD\. The C larion 
Ledg er VhRulG theQ reSRrt thDt 
SRVLtLYe chDQge� VRPethLQg 
clRVer tR the 1��� thDQ the ��15 
DrtLcle DERut the )DrLVh 6t. +LV�
tRrLc 'LVtrLct.

Roslind McCoy Sibley pictured beside photo of her mother, the late Rose Embley McCoy,  in the lobby of 
the Rose Embley McCoy auditoriam located at Jackson State University.  PHOTO COURTESY OF ROSLIND MC-
COY SIBLEY The Scott Building on Farish Street  PHOTO BY KEVIN BRADLEY

Can the Scott 
Building be saved?

By Roslind McCoy Sibley, MD
Contrib uting W riter



Janice Staffney was born and 
raised in West Jackson and is a 
proud product of the Jackson Public 
Schools. Those who grew up with 
her in the Washington Addition 
neighborhood, probably called her 
“Polly,” a name her family and close 
friends still affectionately use.

While attending Jim Hill High 
School, Staffney began putting her 
“street ball” talent to use. During her 
sophomore year, she earned All City 
(1980). She was awarded Jim Hill’s 
MVP (1979-82), All State (1982) 
and also in 1982, became the all-
time leading scorer (a record held for 
eight years).

Because of her highly successful 
basketball tenure at Jim Hill High 
School, playing as point guard, 
sports writers at The C larion-Ledg er 
selected her as Metro Player of the 
Year in 1982.

Staffney continued her basket-
ball career at Jackson State Univer-
sity, where she received numerous 
honors. Among them included Best 
Defensive Player in 1986. and 1987, 
MVP in 1987, All SWAC First Team 
1987 and Five Time SWAC Player 
of the Week in 1987. She was voted 
All Black College All-American in 
1���� 1R. � IRr Dll tLPe fi elG gRDlV LQ 
a season, 1986-87, tied sixth for all 
time season points (519) in 1986, in 
addition, she was No. 12 for all time 
free throws (99) in 1986-87 and was 
recognized as one of JSU’s All Leg-
ends Women Basketball Team Mem-
bers in 2015. In 2016, Staffney was 
inducted into the JSU Sports Hall of 
Fame. 

After her basketball career at JSU, 
Staffney was drafted to play over-
seas but declined.

She returned to Jim Hill High 
School where she branded her leg-
acy. Staffney served as head coach 
for the girls’ basketball team for ten 
years and was varsity assistant coach 
for 10 years, starting in 1995. She re-
tired from the Jackson Public School 
District after 31 years of service.

Today, Staffney spends a lot of 
time taking care of family but if she 
sees a basketball and a hoop, her 
‘street play’ takes over.

The Diabetes Foundation of 
Mississippi honors two wom-
en who passionately pursue 
the betterment of their com-
munities. La’Verne Edney, JD 
and Anna Asher, MD are the 
2022 recipients of the “Wom-
en of Excellence” award, se-
lected by the DFM and will 
be honored at the 17th Annual 
Ultimate Fashion Show. 

La’Verne Edney is from Ar-
cola, Mississippi and now re-
sides in Jackson, Mississippi 
with her two children and two 
grandchildren. She received 
her undergrad degree from 
Alcorn State University and 
then furthered her education 
at Mississippi College School 
of Law, earning her law de-
gree. Edney now works for 
Butler Snow Law Firm, where 
her main area of practice is 
pharmaceutical litigation.

Anna Asher is from Hat-
tiesburg, Mississippi and now 
resides in Madison, Mississip-

pi with her husband and two 
children. She received her un-
dergrad degree from Yale Uni-
versity and then furthered her 
education at The University of 
Mississippi School of Medi-
cine, earning her medical de-
gree, then further completed 
her Dermatology Residency 
Program at Tulane University 
Medical Center. Asher now 
works at Belle Meade Medi-
cal Dermatology and Madison 
Medical Group.

Edney and Asher have re-

ceived numerous prestigious 
awards over the years and are 
cherished by the community.

If you would like to join 
us in paying tribute to these 
two women by sponsoring a 
table or purchasing a ticket, 
call 601-957-7878 or visit ms-
diabetes.org. The Ultimate 
Fashion Show is April 21, at 
the Country Club of Jackson. 
All proceeds of the event go 
towards Camp Kandu, the 
DFM’s camp for kids with 
diabetes.
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The Senate passed a host of ap-
propriation bills proposed toward the 
$ 6.57 billion, total state support bud-
get IRr the ���� fi VcDl \eDr. 

Among the Senate’s proposals is a 
SD\ rDLVe tR ErLQg VtDte ePSlR\eeV ZhR 
are under the State Personnel Board 
�63B� uS tR the PLQLPuP SD\ leYel RI 
theLr MRE clDVVLfi cDtLRQ DV Gefi QeG E\ 
63B� DQG D ��.�� PLllLRQ LQcreDVe IRr 
ePSlR\ee heDlth LQVurDQce. +RZeYer� 
GeSDrtPeQt heDGV hDYe the DuthRrLt\ 
tR e[ceeG the PLQLPuP SD\ leYel Eut 
cDQ grDQt QR PRre thDQ D 1�� rDLVe LQ 
DQ\ gLYeQ \eDr uS tR PDrNet LI the 63B 
deems the raise is equitable, and the 
DgeQc\ hDV the IuQGV DYDLlDEle.

:heQ the 6eQDte receLYeV the 'e�
SDrtPeQt RI (GucDtLRQ DSSrRSrLDtLRQ 
ELllV� RrLgLQDteG LQ the +RuVe� the SlDQ 
LV tR DllRcDte �1��.� PLllLRQ tRZDrG the 
��1� PLllLRQ SuElLc VchRRl teDcher SD\ 
LQcreDVe SlDQ RutlLQeG eDrlLer LQ 6eQ�
Dte BLll ����� ZhLch RccurV RYer tZR 
\eDrV. ,Q the VecRQG \eDr RI the SlDQ� 
the Senate plans to appropriate an ad-
ditional $ 45 million.

The Senate passed appropriation 
ELllV tR DllRcDte �1.� ELllLRQ RI the �1.� 
ELllLRQ receLYeG GLrectl\ tR the VtDte DV 
SDrt RI the $PerLcDQ 5eVcue 3lDQ $ct 
�$53$�. 

Among the appropriation bills 
SDVVeG ZDV 6eQDte BLll ��5�� ZhLch 
trDQVIerV ��� PLllLRQ LQ $53$ IuQGV 
IrRP the 0LVVLVVLSSL +eDlthcDre 
:RrNIRrce 'eYelRSPeQt 3rRgrDP 
Fund, the Mississippi Nursing Pre-
ceStRr *rDQt 3rRgrDP )uQG� DQG the 
0LVVLVVLSSL +eDlth 6cLeQce 7rDLQLQg 
,QIrDVtructure *rDQt 3rRgrDP )uQG 
tR $ccelerDte 06� tRZDrG the 1urVe�
+eDlth 6cLeQce :RrNIRrce 'eYelRS�
PeQt DQG 5eteQtLRQ $ct tR SrRYLGe 
QurVe trDLQLQg Dt cRPPuQLt\ cRllegeV 
and institutions of higher learning. 

$ cRPSDQLRQ ELll� 6eQDte BLll ��5�� 

ZDV SDVVeG DQG ZRulG DllRcDte �� PLl�
lLRQ LQ $53$ IuQGV IrRP the +RVSLtDl 
1urVLQg DQG 5eVSLrDtRr\ 7herDSLVt 
3rRIeVVLRQDl /RDQ 5eSD\PeQt 3rR�
grDP )uQG tR the ,QVtLtutLRQV RI +Lgh�
er /eDrQLQg 6tuGeQt )LQDQcLDl $LG 
)uQG tRZDrG ������ DQQuDl VchRRl 
lRDQ reSD\PeQt IRr uS tR three \eDrV 
for the health professionals.

Senate Bill 3056, proposes $ 750 
PLllLRQ LQ $53$ IuQGV IRr ZDter� 
VeZer� DQG VtRrPZDter LQIrDVtructure 
SrRMectV. ,t ZRulG DllRZ ���� PLllLRQ 
LQ reLPEurVDEle grDQtV IRr cLtLeV DQG 
cRuQtLeV IRr D RQe�tR�RQe PDtch RQ the 
$53$ IuQGV SrRYLGeG tR theP E\ the 
IeGerDl gRYerQPeQt. 2I the DPRuQt 
DllRcDteG tR cLtLeV DQG cRuQtLeV� �5� 
PLllLRQ LV SrRYLGeG IRr D tZR�tR�RQe 
PDtch tR DQ\ cLt\ thDt receLYeG uQGer 
�1 PLllLRQ LQ $53$ IuQGV. 7he SlDQ 
DlVR SrRYLGeV ��5� PLllLRQ IRr 5urDl 
:Dter $VVRcLDtLRQV DQG 8tLlLt\ $u�
thRrLtLeV ZLth tZR huQGreG fi It\ ��5�� 
Rr PRre reVLGeQtLDl PeterV tR receLYe D 
RQe�tR�RQe PDtch RQ DQ\ IuQGV DYDLl�
DEle Rr DQ\ $53$ IuQGV SrRYLGeG tR 
theP E\ the cRuQtLeV IRr D PD[LPuP 
RI ��.5 PLllLRQ Ser eQtLt\.

6eQDte BLll ���1� lD\V Rut reDVRQV 
Zh\ DQ DSSRLQteG VtDte RIfi cer cDQ Ee 
rePRYeG IrRP RIfi ce IRr certDLQ IRrPV 
RI ZLllIul Qeglect. 7he ELll reDGV LQ 
SDrt� ³,I DQ\ SuElLc RIfi cer� VtDte� GLV�
trLct� cRuQt\ Rr PuQLcLSDl� VhDll Ee 
cRQYLcteG Rr eQter D SleD RI guLlt\ Rr 
QRlR cRQteQGere LQ DQ\ cRurt RI thLV 
VtDte Rr DQ\ Rther VtDte Rr LQ DQ\ IeG�
erDl cRurt RI DQ\ IelRQ\ Rther thDQ 
PDQVlDughter Rr DQ\ YLRlDtLRQ RI the 
8QLteG 6tDteV ,QterQDl 5eYeQue &RGe� 
RI cRrruStLRQ LQ RIfi ce Rr SeculDtLRQ 
therein, or of gambling or dealing in 
IutureV ZLth PRQe\ cRPLQg tR hLV 
hDQGV E\ YLrtue RI hLV RIfi ce� DQ\ cRurt 
RI thLV VtDte� LQ DGGLtLRQ tR Vuch Rther 
SuQLVhPeQt DV PD\ Ee SreVcrLEeG� 
VhDll DGMuGge the GeIeQGDQt rePRYeG 

IrRP RIfi ce� DQG the RIfi ce RI the Ge�
IeQGDQt VhDll thereE\ EecRPe YDcDQt. 
,I DQ\ Vuch RIfi cer Ee IRuQG E\ LQTueVt 
to be of unsound mind during the term 
IRr ZhLch he ZDV electeG Rr DSSRLQteG 
Rr VhDll Ee rePRYeG IrRP RIfi ce E\ the 
MuGgPeQt RI D cRurt RI cRPSeteQt Mu�
rLVGLctLRQ Rr RtherZLVe lDZIull\� hLV 
RIfi ce VhDll thereE\ Ee YDcDteG� DQG 
LQ DQ\ Vuch cDVe the YDcDQc\ VhDll Ee 
fi lleG DV SrRYLGeG E\ lDZ.́

6eQDte BLll ��5�� ZRulG DllRZ SR�
lLtLcDl SDrtLeV tR GeterPLQe the DPRuQt 
RI fi lLQg IeeV cDQGLGDteV VhRulG SD\.

Senate Bill 2575 would limit the 
VSeech RI MuGLcLDl cDQGLGDteV. ,t 
DPeQGV curreQt lDZ E\ DGGLQg� ³1R 
MuGge RI DQ\ cLrcuLt cRurt PD\ SrRYLGe 
DQ RSSRrtuQLt\ IRr DQ\ cDQGLGDte IRr 
-uVtLce RI the 6uSrePe &Rurt� -uGge RI 
the &Rurt RI $SSeDlV� cLrcuLt MuGge Rr 
chDQcellRr tR DGGreVV the SuElLc Gur�
LQg cRurt terPV.́

6eQDte BLll ���� ZRulG DPeQG cur�
reQt lDZ� rePRYLQg the reTuLrePeQt 
thDt the gRYerQRr PDNe DSSRLQtPeQtV 
to the Professional Engineers and Sur-
Ye\RrV /LceQVLQg BRDrG IrRP QDPeV 
VuEPLtteG E\ the 0LVVLVVLSSL (QgL�
QeerLQg 6RcLet\ Rr the 0LVVLVVLSSL $V�
VRcLDtLRQ RI 3rRIeVVLRQDl 6urYe\RrV.

 6eQDte BLll ��5� ZRulG Gelete 
SrRYLVLRQ thDt reTuLreG rDteV RI reLP�
EurVePeQt tR QRt Ee chDQgeG uQleVV 
DPeQGeG E\ the /egLVlDture.

$ll ELllV Zere VeQt tR the +RuVe IRr 
cRQVLGerDtLRQ.

2Q 7ueVGD\� )eEruDr\ 15� ����� 
-DcNVRQ 6tDte 8QLYerVLt\ 'D\ Dt the 
VtDte &DSLtRl. 6eQDtRrV 6RllLe 1RrZRRG 
DQG 'errLcN 6LPPRQV recRgQL]eG -68 
3reVLGeQt 7hRPDV +uGVRQ� $thletLc 
'LrectRr $Vhle\ 5RELQVRQ� DQG +eDG 
)RRtEDll &RDch 'eLRQ ³&RDch 3rLPe´ 
6DQGerV RQ the 6eQDte chDPEer À RRr. 
7he VSecLDl gueVtV� DlRQg ZLth the 
-68 IRRtEDll teDP� Zere hRQRreG E\ 
the Mississippi Senate with Senate 

&RQcurreQt 5eVRlutLRQ 5�� celeErDt�
LQg theLr hLVtRrLc ZLQQLQg VeDVRQ DIter 
the legeQGDr\ retLreG 1)/ cRrQerEDcN 
tRRN RYer the SrRgrDP LQ hLV fi rVt heDG 
cRDch rRle. 

7he +RuVe RI 5eSreVeQtDtLYeV DlVR 
hRQRreG the VchRRl. 7he 7LgerV hDYe 
Vet D SrRgrDP recRrG ZLth 11 ZLQV DQG 
cDStureG the 6RuthZeVterQ $thletLc 
&RQIereQce �6:$&� 7Ltle IRr the fi rVt 
tLPe VLQce ����. 7he 7LgerV TuDlLfi eG 
IRr the +LVtRrLcDll\ BlDcN &RllegeV 
DQG 8QLYerVLtLeV 7Ltle &eleErDtLRQ 
BRZl IRr the fi rVt tLPe. 6DQGerV¶ VRQ 
6heGeur� D IreVhPDQ TuDrterEDcN� leG 
the RIIeQVe DQG ZDV the ���1 -err\ 
5Lce $ZDrG recLSLeQt� DQG the GeIeQVe 
rDQNLQg DV the 6:$&¶V EeVt� -DcNVRQ 
6tDte hDV gRQe 11�1� LQcluGLQg ��� 
DgDLQVt cRQIereQce RSSRQeQtV. -68 
DYerDgeG ������ IDQV Dt LtV VL[ hRPe 
gDPeV ± D VLQgle�VeDVRQ recRrG IRr DQ 
)&6 VchRRl. &RDch 3rLPe ZDV QDPeG 
6:$& ³&RDch RI the <eDr´ DQG )&6 
³&RDch RI the <eDr.́

2Q 7hurVGD\� )eEruDr\ 1�� ����� 
6eQDtRr 'DYLG BlRuQt hRQRreG tZR 
retired Mississippi State Parole Board 
PePEerV RQ the 6eQDte chDPEer À RRr. 
6teYeQ 3LcNett� IRrPer chDLrPDQ RI the 
3DrRle BRDrG� ZDV cRPPeQGeG IRr Ee�
LQg the lRQgeVt VerYLQg chDLrPDQ DIter 
�� \eDrV RI VerYLce tR the 6tDte 3DrRle 
Board. Nehemiah Flowers Jr., was also 
recRgQL]eG IRr hLV retLrePeQt IrRP the 
ERDrG. BRth DGGreVVeG the ERG\.

:eGQeVGD\� )eEruDr\ ��� ����� LV 
the GeDGlLQe IRr RrLgLQDl À RRr DctLRQ 
RQ DSSrRSrLDtLRQ DQG reYeQue ELllV 
RrLgLQDtLQg LQ the 6eQDte. 7hurVGD\� 
)eEruDr\ ��� ����� LV the GeDGlLQe IRr 
recRQVLGerDtLRQ DQG SDVVDge RI DSSrR�
SrLDtLRQ DQG reYeQue ELllV RrLgLQDtLQg 
LQ the 6eQDte. )rLGD\� )eEruDr\ �5� 
2022, is the deadline to dispose of 
0RtLRQV tR 5ecRQVLGer DSSrRSrLDtLRQ 
DQG reYeQue ELllV RrLgLQDtLQg IrRP the 
Senate.

2Q 6uQGD\� )eEruDr\ ��� 
����� D terrLEle crLPe Rc�
curreG LQ 0c&RPE� 0LV�
VLVVLSSL LQ ZhLch ��\eDr�RlG 
2terrLRuV 0DrNV ZDV NLlleG 
LQ D GrLYe E\ VhRRtLQg.

7he EDE\ ZDV LQ D SDrN RQ 0LQQeVRtD 
$YeQue DQG �th 6treet EeLQg D chLlG� Iull 
RI lLIe� Iull RI lRYe DQG Iull RI SrRPLVe. 
7heQ 2terrLRuV ZDV guQQeG GRZQ DQG 
IRur Rther SeRSle ZRuQGeG� SRlLce VD\ E\ 
IRur ElDcN PDle teeQV.

7he crLPe VLcNeQV Pe DQG VhRulG VLcN�
eQ DQG DQger eYer\ Rther SerVRQ LQ Rur 
cRPPuQLt\.

+ere LQ BlDcN +LVtRr\ 0RQth� Ze hDYe 
ElDcN PeQ NLllLQg chLlGreQ RYer VRPe�
thLQg thDt cDQ QeYer Ee eQRugh tR hDYe 
cRPPLtteG GrLYe E\ VhRRtLQgV RYer. 

3DreQtV� , SleDG ZLth \Ru tR get \Rur 
chLlGreQ� teeQDgerV DQG \RuQg DGultV LQ 
checN EecDuVe the VeQVeleVV tDNLQg RI lLIe 
LQ the ElDcN cRPPuQLt\ LV Rut RI cRQtrRl 
DQG Ee\RQG VDG.

,I \Ru NQRZ \Rur chLlGreQ Dre Rut gDQg 
EDQgLQg turQ theP LQ. 0D\Ee the helS 
the\ cDQ get IrRP the MuGLcLDl V\VteP ZLll 
VDYe theLr lLYeV DQG SreYeQt RtherV IrRP 
VuIIerLQg ZhDt the IDPLl\ RI 2terrLRuV 
0DrNV LV VuIIerLQg LQ the ZDNe RI theLr 
LQQRceQt \RuQg chLlG EeLQg NLlleG RYer 
nothing.

, DP DVNLQg 0c&RPE tR cRPe tRgether 
DQG DVVLVt lDZ eQIRrcePeQt LQ DQ\ ZD\ 
SRVVLEle ZLth LQIRrPDtLRQ tR helS VDYe Rur 
cRPPuQLt\. 

$QG , DP SleDGLQg ZLth SDreQtV ZhRVe 
chLlGreQ Dre LQtR crLPLQDl DctLYLt\ ± get 
them help and off the streets before more 
lLYeV Dre ruLQeG.
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COMMUNITY

As the celebrations of black 
achievements in history continue 
to be shared across the country, 
the Youth Ministry of College 
Hill Missionary Baptist Church is 
vigilant in recognizing the accom-
plishments of those they worship 
with year-round.

The Youth Ministry. along with 
the collaboration of the church’s 
Usher Ministry, presented the 
third installment of their Black 
History Program.

Shirley Davis, a member of the 
Usher Ministry, served as the pre-
sider of the most recent session 
entitled, “Breaking Every Chain: 
Celebrating Black Excellence 
through the Faithfulness of Hid-
den Figures.”

After a powerful rendition of 
“Lift Every Voice Sing” by Amy 
Johnson, Davis stated, “We are 
paying homage to the hidden 
fi gureV RI &Rllege +Lll. :e Dre 
celebrating unsung heroes; those 
persons who do great deeds but re-
ceive little or no recognition. The 
time has come celebrate several of 
those individuals who are mem-
bers of our church.”

Staging their presentations as a 
“Who Am I” skit, several mem-
bers of the Youth Ministry pre-
formed brief characterizations of 
a few members of west Jackson 

church. 
The representations began with 

Lanae Williams portraying Sherry 
Rankin. Rankin, whose husband 
is also a member of College Hill, 
is active with the Sunday School 
Workers Council, the choir and 
several other ministries at the 
church. At the end of her tribute 
to Rankin, Lanae said, “I love her 
because she is so sweet!  She puts 
a smile on my face.” Rankin, an 
educator, who was unaware of the 
selection as a Hidden Figure said, 
“This was a surprise. Thank you, 
everyone. To God be the Glory! ”

Kateena Smith portrayed the 
next honoree for the evening, 
Malena Dow. Over the years, Dow 
has served the church through the 
Public Relations Ministry, Chris-
tian Education, Pastoral Sup-
port and many more auxiliaries.  
Professionally, she has held the 
titles of teacher, skilled profession 
writer, public speaker and made 
hLVtRr\ DV the fi rVt $IrLcDQ�$Per�
ican chairman of the Board of the 
Jackson YWCA. Dow’s husband, 
Robert, also a member of College 
Hill, looked on as Mrs. Dow made 
note of Kateena’s presentation of 
her. Dow said, “My little sister, I 
was blessed by your presentation 
tonight. Thank you to all of the 
presenters. You were wonderful.”

The next presenter was Blake 
Hansberry, who gave an imper-

sonation of Dr. Timothy W. Rush, 
6r. BlDNe LGeQtLfi eG 5uVh DV D *RG�
fearing husband, father, educator, 
philosopher, motivational speaker, 
community advocate and fun lov-
ing. Blake quoted Rush saying, 
“I’ve taken my family all across 
the country using my own naviga-
tional system, me. He ended with 
one of Rush’s favorite sayings: 
“Go to college and continue your 
knowledge, to be a student: smart, 
bright and true.  If they can make 
penicillin out of molded cheese, 
I’m sure that they can make some-
thing out of you.” Rush, whose 
wife Linda, leads the Youth 
Ministry, thanked Blake saying, 
“Blake, you did a good job. You 
must be watching me. You all did 
a good job. Black History is living 
history; keep the faith! ”

Elijah Green thrilled his hon-
oree, Lenora Barnes Reed, to 
squeals. Reed, a 60-year member 
of College Hill, currently leads 
the Intercessory Prayer Ministry, 
but has served in and continues to 
serve in several ministries since 
joining College Hill. Her daugh-
ter, Jonora Reed Coleman; son-
in-law, Jimmy Coleman; and two 
grandsons, Jonathan and Justin, 
are active members of the church, 
as well.

A self-described socialite, 
Reed loves travelling, shopping 
and spending time with family. 

Displaying her excitement from 
Green’s tribute, Reed said, “Thank 
you for talking about me.  I really 
enjoyed listening to everyone to-
night. I think we should do this 
more often. We do a good job at 
College Hill with our youth de-
partment.”

Joshua Jordan spotlighted the 
next honoree of the evening, Ber-
nard Bridges. During Jordan’s pre-
VeQtDtLRQ he LGeQtLfi eG BrLGgeV DV 
someone whose siblings thought 
him to be lazy. Jordan quoted 
Bridges as saying, “My siblings 
called me lazy because when we 
were younger, we had to pick cot-
ton. I would pick enough for a pil-
low to lay down.” Bridges, who 
loved to read and was excellent in 
math, is now an executive with a 
prominent bank in Jackson. Bridg-
es, who is married to College Hill 
member, Sharon, serves on several 
boards including: Headstart MS, 
Goodwill Industries, the YMCA, 
and MS School for Math and Sci-
ence. He is a founding member of 
100 Black Men of Jackson and Co-
lumbus (MS).

Bridges showed his appreciation 
for the honor saying, “Thank you 
all so very much. I was thoroughly 
surprised. I appreciate College 
Hill for recognizing all of us.”

Ethan and Maddy Franklin 
ended the evening’s salutes by 
honoring John and Frances Mor-
ris, two long time educators in 
the metropolitan Jackson area. 
The couple has led several min-
istries at the church and continue 
to serve as an active deacon and 
deaconess. Maddy referred to one 
of Frances’ favorite quotes, say-
ing, “When you stand up in front 
of the class you have to have con-
fi GeQce. 6tDQG uS DQG VSeDN ZLth 
cRQfi GeQce.́  'eDcRQ 0RrrLV DQG 
wife said they were pleasantly sur-
prised. Morris said, “It is so won-
derful to be thought of, especially 
from a Christian perspective. 
Thank you, very much.  It was a 
great honor. We want to especially 
thank the two children who knew 
everything about us. They were 
fantastic. Mrs. Morris ended say-
ing, “I just want to say thank you 
for thinking of us. This is a chal-
lenge to do more. We appreciate 
all of the work that you do at the 
church, and we accept the chal-
lenge.”

The evening’s speaker, Miss 
Jackson State University, Halle 
Coleman; shared words of encour-
agement with the audience. The 
Clinton native is a senior journal-
ism major, who is also the editor 
of the school’s newspaper, the B lue 
and W hite F lash. She also holds 
membership in Alpha Kappa Al-
pha Sorority. She shared back-
ground information on JSU, and 
Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities saying, “We have re-
ally rich history.  We have a lot of 
notable alumni, and we also have a 
lot of Hidden Figures. I want to en-
courage you all to continue to stay 
in school, hone in on your skills 
and go to an HBCU; but consider 
-68 fi rVt. ,¶P VR LPSreVVeG E\ Dll 
of the presentations tonight and 
I’d like to commend all of the pre-
senters. Youth, use your resources.  
You have a lot of support from 
your church members. You are 
surrounded by mentors.”

The program also included po-
etic presentations by Mary Joyce 
Sanders and Robert Sulton. Sand-
ers named several of the trailblaz-
erV DIfi lLDteG ZLth &Rllege +Lll� 
LQcluGLQg the church¶V fi rVt SDVtRr� 
Rev. S.W. Hall, and other mem-
bers: Sam Bailey, Gertrude Ellis, 
Emmitt Hayes and Charence Hig-
gins. She said that there are many 
not named but are serving with 
passion and love.

Linda Rush said, “These young 

people choose to portray the peo-
ple they most admired at College 
Hill and they did an awesome job.  
“We are expecting to close out the 
month with even more exciting ac-
tivities.” 

Rev. Chauncy Jordan, the 
church’s pastor said, “To our youth 
who have utilized their gifts to-
night, what an awesome way to 
just shine the light on the trailblaz-
ers who are among us at College 
Hill Missionary Baptist Church.  
I’ve been blown away from all of 

the presentations that have been 
RccurrLQg IrRP Rur fi rVt ZeeN RI 
celebration through now. Each 
week continues to bless our hearts.  
I trust and pray that all that we 
have witnessed will motivate us to 
go out and blaze some new trails.  
I want to encourage and challenge 
you to go out with the memory and 
spirit of these Hidden Figures you 
have spotlighted tonight. There is 
still some great work to be done.  
Write history of your own, break 
every chain.”

Breaking the Chains – 
Uniting Hidden Figures

Daphne Monix Higgins
Contrib uting W riter

Bernard Bridges

Lenora Reed

Sherry Rankin

John and Frances Morris

Malena Dow

Tim Rush
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Last week I was feeling great. I was 
getting into the gym regularly. I even 
took a picture after my workout last 
Monday wearing my Captain Amer-
ica t-shirt. By Wednesday it felt like 
someone had kicked me in the stomach 
and punched me in the back. I was in 
the GRctRr¶V RIfi ce IeelLQg the ZRrVt , 
had ever felt in my life. By Saturday I 
called the doctor on call. Now I had a 
rash and a pain was at a 10. It took my 
breath away.

The on-call doctor prescribed some 
medication for the rash and told me 
to go to the doctor if things got worst. 
They did and I was on my way to the 
nearest urgent care center. They sent 
me to the ER. In the next 15 minutes 
they had me on morphine for the pain. 
I was at a lost. The ER doctor told me I 
had shingles.

I said, “I don’t have enough symp-
toms.” Then he showed me my back. 
Then I saw the rash on my stomach, 
side and back. I saw the red ugly raised 
bumps. I’m not suppose to get sick. I 
write about health. And I got the shin-
gles vaccine. What happen?

I got more education on shingles. 
According to the CDC, the rash occurs 
in a single stripe around either the left 
or the right side of the body. In other 
cases, the rash can develop on one side 
of your face. Shingles on your face can 
affect your eyes and cause vision loss. 
In rare cases in people with weakened 
immune systems, the rash may be more 
widespread on the body and look simi-
lar to a chickenpox rash. 

Symptoms of shingles can include:
•  Fever
•  Headache
•  Chills 
•  Upset stomach

Many people think that shingles is 
just a rash, so they wait for it to go away 
like poison ivy or sunburn. That would 
be a big mistake. If you think you have 
shingles, action is needed immediately. 
Shingles is a neurological emergency. 
The center of the infection is deep in-
side your body, within sensory nerve 

cells close to your spinal cord or brain. 
In some cases the infection can spread 
into your spinal cord or brain and can 
cause myelitis, pneumonia, encepha-
litis, stroke, spinal cord injury, sepsis 
and bacterial infections.

I didn’t have any of the symptoms 
except the stomach pain. Because I got 

the shingles vaccine I was told I would 
not get all the symptoms. Shingles is 
a neurological emergency. I’m glad I 
didn’t keep self-diagnosing my situa-
tion. 

The herpes zoster is a virus in the 
herpes virus family, which causes 
chicken pox in children and shingles in 
adults. The herpes zoster is not sexu-
ally transmitted. You cannot get shin-
gles from a person that is infected with 
shingles. You can get chickenpox from 
someone who has shingles but only if 
you have never had chickenpox or nev-
er received the chickenpox vaccine.

You are contagious with shingles 
until your last blister has scabbed over 
which usually occurs in about 10 to 14 
days. Anyone who has had chickenpox 
is at risk for getting shingles. 

You can unintentionally spread the 
virus to people that have never had 
chickenpox. If you’re in contact with a 
person with shingles, you should avoid 
directly touching their rash. You should 
avoid touching their clothes, bedding, 
towels or anything else that might have 
touched their rash.

Having shingles will boost your im-
mune system and offer some protection 
against a rapid recurrence. That boost 
in your immune system can weaken 
with time, which can make you vulner-
able to shingles again. While it is pos-
sible to have shingles more than once, 
but it’s very rare to get it more than 
twice.

It’s not known why the shingles virus 
is reactivated at a later stage in life but 
most cases are thought to be caused by 
having a lowered immune system.

The best way to avoid shingles is to 
get vaccinated. A vaccine helps your 
body create a strong defense against 
shingles. People over 60 that get vac-
cinated for shingles reduce their risk 

for developing shingles by 50%  and 
getting persistent pain of PHN by over 
60% . The shingle’s vaccine is even 
more effective with people between 50 
and 60. The vaccine reduces their risk 
by 70% .

Vaccines can be a single dose or re-
quire more doses. If you don’t receive 
your second dose within the recom-
PeQGeG ZLQGRZ DIter \Rur fi rVt GRVe� 
you do not need to restart the series. 
You should receive the second dose as 
close to this time frame as possible. For 
the best results it’s important that you 
complete the vaccine series.

This vaccine can give you some 
temporary side effects. Most side ef-
fects include a sore arm with mild or 
moderate pain after getting a shingles 
vaccine. Redness and swelling where 
you got the shot may also occur. Some 
people felt tired, had muscle pain, a 
headache, shivering, fever, stomach 
pain or nausea.

One out of 6 people who got a shin-
gles vaccine experienced side effects 
that prevented them from doing regular 
activities. Most symptoms go away on 
their own in about 2 to 3 days. Shingles 
vaccine side effects were more com-
mon in younger people.

Shingles vaccines don’t contain thi-
merosal (a preservative containing 
mercury).

If you use an over the counter drug 
for pain that does not do the job in 
stopping your pain you should ask your 
doctor for a prescription strength medi-
cation. You have to remember that your 
pain medication should be managed 
with your doctor.

I would recommend everyone over 
60 get the vaccine. I don’t know what 
I would have done if I had experienced 
50%  more pain because I had not got-
ten the shingles’ vaccine.

My shingles experience
By Vince Faust 
Tip s to B e F it 
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Lake Elementary School and Peeples 
Middle School give The Mississippi Link a 
look at their Black History Month displays
L ak e E lem entry
Kindergarten students at Lake Elementary School created posters and 

shoe box displays in recognition of Black History Month. Principal Yas-
hntas Burton said, “We wanted to give the students an introduction to the 
celebration of Black History Month by having them create posters or shoe 
box displays. It was a collaboration with parents and teachers.”

P eeples  M iddle School
Dr. Spurgeon Banyard, principal of Peeples Middle School, said, “We 

have put together a mural of black historians strictly from Mississippi and 
I am a strong believer that all African Americans should be recognized 
for their accomplishments.”

Dexter Todd said he had been working on the Black History Month pro-
gram since last year but was not able to assemble it due to the water crisis 
the city faced last year. He is proud to have had eighth grade students help 
get it up this year. The display includes Black History from slavery to the 
Black Lives Matter era.

PHOTOS BY KEVIN BRADLEY.
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BEEMS WINS CHAMPIONSHIPS
Congratulations to the Bolton Edwards Elementary/Middle School

girls and boys basketball teams for winning the CMAC Basketball Championships.

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE

From left to right: Elaine Toney (Community Bank) Erin Slaughter, Lakyla Johnson, Mor-
gan Evans, Alonza Gholar, Sha’mya Norwood, Marlicia Lyles, Eniyah Slaughter, Arianna 
Dixon, Zoe Jackson, Coach Brian Weeks and Hynethia Richard (Community Bank)

Miss Black America, Brianna McField, poses with students. 

Students were gifted t-shirts during the 
presentation. 

A student poses with Miss Black
Mississippi, Brianna McField. 

MVP for the Girls was Tymara Kidd

MVP for the Boys was Miles 
Norman

Students, dressed in their dresses and 
pearls, listened to Miss Black Mississip-
pi, Brianna McField. 

BEEMS Girls team

BEEMS Boys team

4th and 5th grade girls at Gary Road Intermediate were treated to an exceptional experience. Miss Black 
Mississippi Brianna McField shared her beautiful thoughts and inspiring words with our young ladies. She 
spoke about being queens in life, online and in reality, and how to present a positive image for yourself. She 
offered words of encouragement and affirmation for all. Our young ladies dressed their best to attend the 
motivational event. We are so proud of how our young ladies represented our school during the presentations. 
They were well presented and polite. Thank you to Glenda Lewis for leading the organization of the event. 
Thank you also to the administrators and staff who helped make the event such a great success. Principal 
Ashley Green said it best. “Today was a great day to be a Lady Jr. Bulldog. The “Girls with Pearls” and 
“Realizing the Queen Within” event was quite empowering.”
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Environmental Technical Sales, Inc.

Sam Agnew
sagnew@etec-sales.com

Bryson Agnew
bagnew@etec-sales.com

7731 Office Park Blvd, Baton Rouge, LA 70809    •    3000 Old Canton Road, Suite 410, Jackson, MS  39216

Water  •  Wastewater  •  Sludge  •  Air  •  Equipment  •  Systems  •  Solutions

Ellis Sartain
esartain@etec-sales.com

“Success is to be measured not so much by the 
position that one has reached in life as by the obsta-
cles which he has overcome while trying to succeed.” 

—Booker T. Washington, 19th-century politician, author, and cofounder 
of Tuskegee Institute, a famous historically Black college
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A federal jury found Travis McMi-
chael, Gregory McMichael and William 
“Roddie” Bryan guilty on all counts in 
the murder of Ahmaud Arbery.

The verdict came on the eve of the 
anniversary of Arbery’s murder.

The McMichaels and Bryan chased 
Arbery through their mostly white 
Georgia neighborhood in their pickup 
trucks, cornering him before Travis 
McMichael shot the innocent jogger 
with a shotgun.

The trio was convicted in state court 
and given life sentences. The federal 
charges included a hate crime that ex-
posed each of the men’s history of rac-
ism.

Throughout the one-week trial, de-
fense attorneys tried to sell the jury 
that, while the men weren’t “likable,” 
their actions weren’t driven by racial 
hatred.

However, Prosecutor Christopher 
Perras ferociously attacked that stance.

The murder “was driven by their 
pent-up racial anger and [Travis McMi-
chael] was just looking for a reason,” 
Perras insisted. He also noted that if the 
men thought Arbery had committed a 
crime, they never alerted the police.

Trial testimony from FBI intelligence 
analyst Amy Vaughan revealed a host of 
racist remarks from Travis McMichael.

9DughQ teVtLfi eG thDt 7rDYLV 0c0L�
chael and his friends routinely used rac-
ist slurs directed at African Americans.

One text from Travis McMichael to 
a friend describes how he enjoyed his 
new job because he didn’t have to work 

with black people. 
“They ruin everything,” McMichael 

wrote. “That’s why I love what I do 
now. Not a [n-word] in sight.”

In a Facebook video that purportedly 
shows a group of black teenagers beat-
ing a white youth, Travis McMichael 
commented, “I say shoot them all,” and 
he referred the group as “monkeys.”

Travis McMichael also referred to a 
woman who dated a black man as an 
“[N-word] lover.”

Kim Ballesteros, who lived next 
door to the McMichaels, told the court 
about a conversation in which Gregory 
McMichael used racist language to de-
scribe a tenant he had.

“She was a large black woman who 
did not pay her rent very well,” Balles-
teros told the court. “Their name for her 

was the walrus.”
When Gregory McMichael told her 

that the woman didn’t pay her rent on 
time, he disabled her air conditioning 
unit.

“You should have seen how fast her 
big fat black a-- came with the rent 
check,” Gregory McMichael said, ac-
cording to Ballesteros.

7he )B,¶V 9DughDQ DlVR teVtLfi eG thDt 
Bryan often used the n-word and words 
like “bootlip” to describe black people.

She said he routinely slurred African 
Americans on Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day.

“Happy Bootlip Day,” Bryan told a 
friend in one message.

“I worked like a [n-word] today,” he 
stated.

Perras dismissed any notion that the 

defense attorney’s claims on behalf 
RI hLV clLeQtV VRPehRZ MuVtLfi eG theLr 
deadly actions.

“There’s a big difference between 
being vigilant and being a vigilante,” 
he told the jury.

“It’s important for you to understand 
the full depth of the defendants’ racial 
hatred.”

Attorney Benjamin Crump released 
the following statement following the 
verdict:

“Tomorrow marks two years since 
Ahmaud Arbery was stalked, trapped 
and murdered in cold blood as he 
jogged through his Brunswick neigh-
borhood. And today, after much sor-
row, grief and pain, Ahmaud’s fam-
Ll\ cDQ fi QDll\ Sut thLV chDSter EehLQG 
them. For the last 24 months, they’ve 

dedicated themselves to getting justice 
for their son. They’ve had to relive his 
brutal murder, watch and listen as he 
ZDV GePRQL]eG LQ cRurt� DQG fi ght tR 
share with the world who Ahmaud Ar-
bery was and who he could have been 
had his young life not been so violently 
cut short. 

“For many of us, there was never 
any doubt that Greg McMichael, Travis 
McMichael and William Bryan targeted 
Ahmaud because of his skin color. But 
because of indisputable video evidence, 
disgusting messages sent by the defen-
dants, and witness testimony, their hate 
was revealed to the world and the jury. 
We hope and demand that the severity 
RI theLr crLPeV Dre reÀ ecteG LQ the VeQ�
tencing, as well. 

“Ahmaud Arbery was denied the op-
SRrtuQLt\ tR Gefi Qe hLV RZQ legDc\� Eut 
America, we have the power to ensure 
thDt Lt LV RQe thDt SrRSelV Rur fi ght IRr 
equal justice and dispels hate from 
this world. That is how we continue to 
honor Ahmaud and make sure his death 
was not in vain.”

Before the trial, the McMichaels cut 
a deal with prosecutors. They agreed to 
plead guilty to hate crime charges and 
serve their sentence in federal prison. 
However, Arbery’s parents, Wanda 
Cooper-Jones and Marcus Arbery ar-
gued against the arrangement. That 
prompted the judge to toss out the plea 
deal.

“Ahmaud didn’t get the option of a 
plea,” Cooper-Jones demanded.

The judge gave the McMichaels and 
Br\DQ tZR ZeeNV tR fi le DQ DSSeDl.

NATIONAL

On the eve of the anniversary of his death, a federal jury found Travis McMichael, Gregory McMichael and William “Roddie” 
Bryan guilty of hate crimes on all counts in the murder of Ahmaud Arbery
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Ahmaud Arbery killers found guilty 
of Hate Crimes in Federal Court

 By Stacy M. Brown
NNP A  Newswire Correspond ent
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“You need 
to be targeted, 
intentional and 
purposeful.” A 
friend of mine 
shared these 
words with me 
last week as 

he offered advice on creating 
and building small businesses. 
As he continued, he explained 
that in his over 30 years of ex-
perience mentoring businesses 
those were the three things that 
he saw that made the difference 
with a business being success-
ful.

After his explanation, I 
thought about those three 
words (I’m calling it the TIPs 
strategy) not just in relation to 
building a business but also in 
relation to building my faith. I 
thought about the many prayers 
that God has answered (for 
which I am thankful).

I also thought about the many 

prayers that God has yet to an-
swer (for which I am still antici-
pating answers).

Honestly, sometimes it’s hard 
to hold onto my faith when I feel 
like God is deliberately not an-
swering my prayers, especially 
when I see other folks getting 
the same prayer answered in 1 
year that I’ve been praying for 
5 years.

But what my friend’s simple 
yet profound statement did is 
give me a strategy on how to 
build my faith while waiting for 
the prayers to be answered.

)Rr e[DPSle� the fi rVt SDrt 
target could easily apply to how 
VSecLfi cDll\ Ze VhRulG SrD\. 
Targeting our prayers means 
that they are not generic (Lord 
bless me and my family) but 
Dre VSecLfi c DQG IRcuVeG RQ D 
“what.” There is a Hebrew term 
“paga” that refers to a type of 
prayer that hits the mark as an 
intercessory prayer.  Accord-
ing to the website opentheword.
org, another translation for paga 

means staking out or claim-
ing territory. So, in praying a 
targeted or paga prayer, we are 
eVVeQtLDll\ PDNLQg D VSecLfi c 
spiritual claim… and we know 
thDt *RG lRYeV uV tR Ee VSecLfi c 
when we come to him in prayer.

In addition, intentionality 
indicates we should pray de-
liberately and diligently. It’s 
not just about praying without 
ceasing as it says we should in 
I Thessalonians 5:17. It’s also 
taking the approach mentioned 
in Proverbs 21:5 “The plans of 
the diligent lead surely to abun-
dance, but everyone who is 
hasty comes only to poverty.” 
Intentional means that we are 
not focused on doing things 
quickly but on doing things 
with a pace that leads to the at-
tainment of the goal. When we 
are intentional, there is such a 
laser focus on achieving the 
goal that distractions do not de-
ter or delay us.

The last part of my friend’s 
statement refers to being pur-

poseful, something that we 
Christians hear often in church. 
Purpose refers to why we do 
anything. One of my favorite 
scriptures that comes to mind 
about purpose is Proverbs 19:21 
“Many are the plans in the mind 
of a man, but it is the purpose 
of the LORD that will stand.” 
This reminds us that regard-
less of what we plan, it is the 
purpose of the Lord that will 
prevail. No matter how fervent 
the prayer, only something that 
is ordained by God will stand.

His TIP strategy, though in-
tended for business, also gives 
us a way to focus on what we 
pray, how we pray and why we 
pray

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of “Love Hangover: Moving 
From Pain to Purpose After a 
Relationship Ends” and “Writ-
ing to the Beat of God’s Heart: 
A Book of Prayers for Writers.” 
Email preservedbypurpose@
gmail.com or Twitter @she-
wanda.

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

TIPs on getting your 
prayers answered

SUNDAY
Worship Services
10 a.m. in person

Or you may worship with us via 
Facebook or our YouTube 

channel at CHMBC
Pastor

Chauncy L. Jordan

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

Jesus desires 
that all people seek 
the true and last-
ing riches, such as 
living a holy life 
and working in the 
kingdom by visit-

ing the sick, winning souls and 
doing many charitable deeds that 
PDQLIeVt D &hrLVt�fi lleG lLIe. 7heVe 
are valuable riches that are laid up 
in Heaven. They can never fade 
away nor be taken away from you. 
In Matthew 6:20 Jesus said, “But 
lay up for yourselves treasures 
in Heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through nor 
steal.”

Today much of our society has 
been overcome by the spirit of ma-
terialism. Many people seem to be 
GLVVDtLVfi eG Rr uQhDSS\ ZLth theLr 
things. Therefore, they continually  
reach out to obtain more, thinking 
that those material possessions will 
bring them happiness. Jesus let us 
know in Luke 12:15 that true riches 
are not found in the things that one 
possesses. However, a wise person 
ZLll fi QG true rLcheV DQG reDl hDSSL�
QeVV ZheQ he VeeNV &hrLVt fi rVt LQ 
all things.

The evil comes whenever some-
one allows worldly riches or pos-
sessions or position to gain control 
of his heart and life. Spending too 
much time at seeking earthly riches 
can become dangerous if one is not 
careful. This condition can subtly 
PRYe LQ DQG tDNe fi rVt SlDce LQ the 
Christian’s life if a person does not 
stay alert and on guard. Anything 
placed ahead of Christ will soon 
rob the soul of peace and joy, and 
thuV reQGer the LQGLYLGuDl uQfi t IRr 
true service to the Master.

Remember that worldly fame or 
wealth is never proof of one be-
ing in right relationship with the 
Lord. There are times when riches 
have been mistaken for spirituality. 
Unfortunately, some people have 
thought they were pleasing God 
because they were blessed abun-
dantly.

God sheds His goodness on the 
unjust man as well as the just man. 
When the Lord sends the rains, it 
blesses the sinner’s crops the same 
as the righteous man’s crops.

In First Timothy 6:9-10 the 
Apostle Paul wrote: “But they that 
will be rich fall into temptation and 
a snare, and into many foolish and 
hurtful lusts, which drown men in 
destruction and perdition. For the 
love of money is the root of all evil: 
which while some coveted after, 
they have erred from the faith, and 
pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows.”

Earthly riches have often be-
come a snare because many are 
tempted to put their trust in their 
riches instead of the God who 
gave them those riches, much like 
the rich, young ruler who came 
to Jesus seeking soul rest. He had 
obeyed all the commandments 
from his childhood, yet he lacked 
one thing. Something was missing 
in his life. When Jesus required 
him to go and sell all that he had 
DQG VhDre Lt ZLth the SRRr� hLV À eVh 
cringed. He turned and went away 
sad and empty that day because 
he loved his wealth more than he 
loved or wanted Christ the Savior. 

There is extraordinary joy in 
serving others and in striving to be 
a blessing whenever opportunity 
presents itself.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pastor 
of Joynes Road Church of God, 31 
Joynes Road, Hampton, VA 23669. 

P R E S E R V E D There is great 
joy in serving 

others
 By Shewanda Riley
Col umnist

 By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Sp ecial  to The Mississip p i L ink
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CLASSIFIED

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPRESSIONS OF 
INTEREST BY THE

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY FOR SERVICES IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE HAWKINS FIELD AIRPORT PROPERTY 

DRAINAGE ASSESSMENT PROJECT AT HAWKINS FIELD
JMAA PROJECT NUMBER 003-22

T h e J ac k s on M unic ipal  A irport A uth ority  ( “ J M A A ’ ’ )  is  req ues ting S tatement of Q ual -
ifi cations and Expressions of Interest (each, a “Statement of Qualifi cations”) to 
provide construction design and related services (the “Services”) to JMAA in con-
nection with Hawkins Field Airport Property Drainage Assessment JMAA Project 
No. 004–22 at Hawkins Field.

JMAA will receive sealed electronic or printed submissions only. All submissions of 
Statement of Qualifi cations to perform the Services will be accepted until Wednes-
day, April 6, 2022at 4:00 p.m. Central Standard Time (CST) on (the “Deadline”). 
RFQ shall be accepted by email, mail, or hand delivery as follows: Email: bids@
imaa. c om
By mail or hand delivery: JMAA’s Administrative Offi ce, Suite 300
Main Terminal Building
Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport 100 International Drive, Jack-
son, Mississippi 39208

JMAA will not consider any Statement of Qualifi cations received after Deadline for 
any reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request for 
Statement of Qualifi cations (“RFQ”) is on fi le and open for the public inspection at 
the offi ces of JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the RFQ, 
General Information for Respondents, Information Required from Respondents, 
and Criteria for Selection.

Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents from 
JMAA by contacting Mr. Marvin Buckhalter, JMAA, Director of Procurement, as 
follows:
Jackson Municipal Airport Authority Attn: Marvin Buckhalter
Director of Procurement
100 International Drive, Suite 300
Jackson, MS 39208
Telephone: (601) 664-3516
Facsimile: (601) 939-3713 Email: mbuckhalter@jmaa.com
or JMAA’s website at https://jmaa.corn/corporate/partner-with-us/procurement.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Submission Video Conference on Thursday, March 10, 2022 
at 10:00 a.m. (CST) using the following login information:
J oin Z oom M eeting
Link: https://jmaa.zoom.us/j/6895798393?pwd=TzV2YUtsUEw2QVVLdnovc0hlS
WN6QT09

Meeting ID: 689 579 8393
Passcode: 079743

Attendance at the Pre-Submission Video Conference is mandatory for all those 
submitting Statement of Qualifi cations as a Prime Consultant for the Services.

After evaluation in accordance with the criteria set forth in the RFQ, JMAA will initi-
ate negotiations with theRespondent marked fi rst on the list. If such negotiations 
fail to produce an agreement, in form and content, satisfactory to JMAA, within a 
reasonable period of time, then JMAA may reject the fi rst-ranked Respondent. In 
that event, JMAA will follow the same process with the other Respondents, in the 
order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and enters into an agreement 
s atis fac tory  to J M A A .

JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Statement of Qualifi cations, for 
any reason, any time before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected 
by JMAA to perform the Services, and (2) waive any and all informalities and ir-
regul arities  in th e s el ec tion proc es s .

JMAA has established a DBE contract goal of 30.00 % for the Services solic-
ited by this RFQ. JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY 
DATE: 02/16/2022

Paul A. Brown, Chief Executive Offi cer

2/17/2022, 2/24/2022

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)
HISTORIC PRESERVATION CONSULTANT

The City of Jackson’s Department of Planning and Development is soliciting pro-
posals to retain the services of a consultant to carry support management of City 
of Jackson’s Historic Preservation Commission (JHPC) and provide guidance and 
support to the public regarding preservation projects in the City of Jackson. 

Proposals will be received by the City of Jackson, Offi ce of the City Clerk, at 219 
South President Street, Jackson, MS 39205 until 3:30 p.m., Central Daylight Time 
(CDT) on Tuesday March 22, 2022. Each proposer must submit a signed original 
and two (2) printed copies of its proposal, the required certifi cations and affi davits 
attached thereto.  Electronic bids and/or reverse auction bids can be submitted 
at www.centralbidding.com.  For any questions relating to the electronic bidding 
process, please call Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.

Copies of the Request for Proposals may be obtained from the City of Jackson, 
Department of Planning and Development by emailing Chloe Dotson at cdotson@
jacksonms.gov or on the city’s website at www.jacksonms.gov. 

Jordan Rae Hillman, Director
Department of Planning and Development 
City of Jackson, Mississippi

2/17/2022, 2/24/2022

LEGAL

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Missis-
sippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Offi ce of Jackson, the bid must be stamped 
in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, March 8, 2022, at which time said bids will be publicly 
opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Cham-
bers) in City Hall for the following:

88598-030822 – Twenty-Four Month Supply of Swimming Pool Purifi cation Chem-
ic al s

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT  HYPERLINK “http://WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV” 
WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV,  HYPERLINK “http://WWW.CENTRALBIDDING.
COM” WWW.CENTRALBIDDING.COM 

The above must comply with the City’s specifi cations.   Copies of proposal forms 
can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 
604, Hood Building, and Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of bid specifi cations 
are fi led with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 
1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public 
Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal busi-
ness opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-condition 
to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed 
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in 
accordance with the provisions set forth by the authority of the City of Jackson’s 
EBO Ordinance.   Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify 
a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract.  For more 
information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Offi ce of Economic De-
velopment at (601)960-1638.   Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Applica-
tion, and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the Offi ce of Economic De-
velopment at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, and Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.   The City also reserves the 
right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  Bid awards 
will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accor-
dance with specifi cations.  The award could be according to the lowest cost per 
item, or to the lowest total cost for all items, or to accept all or part of any proposal.  
Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid proposal.   In those 
cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award ac-
cording to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, statements 
to this effect will be included on the proposal form.  The absence of such statement 
means the City will make that determination during the bid review.

Monica Oliver Acting Purchasing Manager 
Purchasing Division   
(601) 960-1025 or 1028

2/17/2022, 2/24/2022

LEGAL

Advertisement for Bid
Bid 3201 Grease Trap Cleaning

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bids will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 
South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing 
Time) March 03, 2022, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and 
read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to 
waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-
fi ve calendar days from the date bids are opened.

Proposal forms and detailed specifi cations may be obtained free of charge by 
emailing Bettie Jones at bjones@jackson.k12.ms.us or documents may be picked 
up at the above address or downloaded from JPS website at www.jackson.k12.
ms . us .

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 
9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be 
delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

2/17/2022, 2/24/2022

LEGAL

Advertisement for RFP
RFP 2022-03 Supply Purchase Agreement for Apple Devices, Software,

Services, and Accessories

Electronic RFP proposals for the above RFP will be received by the Board of Trust-
ees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South Presi-
dent Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time), March 
14, 2022 at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. The 
Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all RFPs to waive informali-
ties, and to withhold the acceptance of any RFP.

There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Download 
from Central Bidding website at www.centralbidding.com for a small fee of $49.99 
or visit JPSD website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us and download. Vendors must be 
registered with Central Bidding in order to electronically upload RFP proposals 
at no cost. For any questions concerning the process, or how to register, please 
contact Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.
  
Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 
9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be 
delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

2/17/2022, 2/24/2022
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COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)

GENERAC STANDBY GENERATORS
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a free quote today! Call
for additional terms and conditions. 1-
844-316-8630
THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare
for power outages and power your home.
Full installation services available. $0
Down Financing Option. Request a FREE,
no obligation, quote today. Call 1-844-
355-7099.

AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save! Call: 833-678-0500
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
w w w. d e n t a l 5 0 p l u s . c o m / m s p r e s s
#6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

USE HAPPY JACK ToneKote on dogs
and cats to insure a warm winter coat,
prevent shedding and eliminate doggy
odor. At Tractor Supply (www.happpyjack-
inc.com)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
8 7 7 - 6 2 8 -
3143

If you or a loved one worked around the
pesticide ROUNDUP (glyphosate), for at
least two years and has been diagnosed
with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, you may
be entitled to compensation. To learn
more, call now: 844-327-3556

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING,
memory care, or independent living? A
Place for Mom simplifies the process of
finding senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-855-530-0567 today!
STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR
DISEASE are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-855-393-
5067. Week of February 20, 2022

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

I n s u r a n c e

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

F o r S a l e

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

P e t s / L i v e s t o c k

Advertising
Solutions

That Deliver
STATEWIDE!

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE

In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3 1 1 8  Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
2 1 9  S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2 6 59  Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 9 57  Northview D r ( North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2 0 3 0  N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
43 3 1  Highway 8 0 W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
59 9 0  Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1 2 1 4 Capitol St ( D owntown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 0 4 Briarwood D r
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2 8 55 McD owell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
1 0 4 Terry Rd
J & A FUEL STORES
3 2 49  Medgar Evers  Blvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2 3 2 5 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside D rive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
6 53  D uling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
3 50  W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
549 2  Watkins D rive

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6 3 9 4 Ridgewood Rd ( North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd ( South Jackson)
WALGREENS 
3 8 0  W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - &anton, MS
B & B
702 :est 1orth Street - &anton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 1orth Liberty - &anton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
&hurch Street - &anton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - &anton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther .ing Drive - &anton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - &anton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 &hurch Street - &anton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 :est Fulton Street - &anton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - &anton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - &anton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 :estside Drive - &anton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
1 2 5 Swinging Bridge  D r.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
57 7 7  Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - &linton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 7 8
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
50 5 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port *ibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 (. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 :. &ourt Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 &ourtyard STuare, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 1 8
PITT STOP 
1 0 1  Hwy 1 8  &  2 7

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-316-8630

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.  

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-316-8630

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O�er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.  

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-316-8630

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.  

PASS
3.792 x 4

48 Web
3.556 x 4

46 Web
3.33 x 4

www.mississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • B5FEBRUARY 24 - MARCH 2, 2022

Crossword Solution

©  Feature Ex change

Crossword Puzzle

D O W N
1. Particle
2. Tempt
3. A wager (2 wds.)
4. Change the clothing
5. Hen-peck
6. Distribute
7. Inscribed pillar
8. Ancient Indian
10. Crooked
14. Diner
17. Family tree
18. Glens
19. Avoid
20. Passion
23. Indonesian island
24. Q uieted
25. Otherwise
27. American Federation of 
      Teachers (abbr.)

AC R O SS
1. Winged
5. Rocket builders
9. Hose
10. Dance
11. Mined metals
12. Metal tip on the end of a lance
13. Strong point
15. Bullfight cheer
16. Southern Mexican Indian
18. Greek version of Ceres
21. Wing
22. Nontoxic
26. Relating to the moon
28. France and Belgium, anciently
29. Instruct
30. Evils
31. Place to rest
32. Egyptian river

©  Feature Ex change



Between 4:10 and 4:20, ev-
ery morning

The whistle blows
A Canadian National 

Railroad freight train pass-
ing through

Keeping schedule with 
ever advancing precision

The blast disperses to my ears nearly two 
miles as most still sleep

An audible toll of continual awakening in 
this new world

Cheap rent, water troubles, scores of 
wonderful people, the arts in abundance, 
and really great food

But Gefi QLtel\ QR 7e[DV 3ete IRr the chLcN�
en. just Louisiana-brand all the way

A cautiousness noted in socializing with 
newcomers, perhaps borne of lifelong 
judgement

Where you come from and where you 
Zere ERrQ Dre Vurel\ the fi rVt TueVtLRQV 
asked

The whistle blows
Some like to say Mid-South, these days
Nothing Mid about it, only Deep
Frozen in Its thermal history, alive and 

ever refreshed
Tens of millions for restoring the Old 

State Capitol building into a museum
A brand new Mississippi Civil Rights 

Museum, yet not permitted to stand alone 
Thus paired with the Museum of Missis-
sippi History.

Two Museums. Two portrayals.
The whistle blows
Far from my decades long home in Navy 

Norfolk
Illusions of time standing still
Blue densely surrounded by Red
And, oh those Blacks, have they ever not 

been scapegoats for a single fragment of 
time

7R get tR NQRZ RQe DQRther RQl\ reTuLreV 
basic human regard

How many bother
Deal with, use, tolerate them –  at least to 

a point
One middle-age lady, pale like me, asked 

where I live
(YeQtuDll\ , GLVcRYer thLV VLPSle TueV�

tion can also be calculating
I live in Downtown Jackson, I respond –  

then pause
Where else would a new arrival want to 

reside, I add with a smile
Oh, you mean Jafrica, she replied without 

hint of smile
The whistle blows
Bills always being introduced down on 

+Lgh 	 3reVLGeQt VtreetV
Serving the people always front of mind, 

presumably. So many bills and resolutions
One even to ban the teaching of critical 

race theory in Mississippi schools
For them a truer telling of its history 

would be –  insufferable
We can’t have White children feeling 

guLlt\ LV the SrRclDLPeG MuVtLfi cDtLRQ
School vouchers; born to segregate, a pe-

rennial topic
Their names change over time, never 

their intent
3uElLc PRQLeV VLShRQeG IrRP SuElLc 

schools - serving the people you say
Which people
What to do about those pesky public edu-

cation rankings; always in the cellar, de-
cade after decade

They are the very taproot that nourishes 
multi-dimensional regression

*utteG heDlthcDre� 1R tR 0eGLcDLG e[�
pansion; poor people could be gaming the 
system they say

So much to consider when serving the 
people

Economic polarity in every sector
Racially disproportionate unemployment 

rates
Stinging poverty rates among Black Mis-

VLVVLSSLDQV� GZDrfi Qg thRVe RI :hLte 0LV�
sissippians

New bills designed to suppress minority 
YRtLQg LQ the QDPe RI QRQ�e[LVteQt YRter 
fraud

All seemingly void of shame
3reVerYLQg D hLVtRrLcDl ZD\ RI lLIe DSSDr�

ently has learned mastery of shame
Hello there Mister Crow
It sometimes actually seems like you 

have faded, but we know better
The whistle blows
Home of the Blues
Oh, those dark crossroads
They say Mr. Johnson sold his soul to the 

GeYLl tR DcTuLre hLV e[TuLVLte gLItV
+LV PuVLc eYeQtuDll\ VerYeG tR LQÀ ueQce 

nearly every other genre of music to this 
day Birthed in the enslaved, elevated to an 
art form.

My own eyes see All peoples merging ef-
fortlessly to hear the Blues

Even when polished, there is a genuine-
ness that touches the colorless heart; truth-
fulness

The whistle blows
I wonder if White church pastors here 

sermonize the evils of racism and oppres-
sion Who is more ordained to blast as a 
train whistle on this palpable truth

Surely they recall - Love Thy Neighbor,
God Created All Human Beings in His 

Image, and
But if you show partiality you commit sin
They must believe Blacks are just not hu-

man (enough)
3erhDSV D VtDQG DgDLQVt rDcLVP E\ thRVe 

in pastoral roles isn’t saleable
3erhDSV theLr cRurDge cRIIerV Dre ePSt\
3erhDSV theLr cRPPuQLt\�GeGLcDteG e\eV 

fi QG eYer\thLQg tR Ee huQN\ GRr\� the ZhLV�
tle blows

And the whistle blows

Missi s s ippi -
ans work hard to 
take care of their 
families. They 
deserve a hand 
up when they’re 
struggling, but 

the tD[ SlDQ SrRSRVeG E\ the 
Mississippi House of Repre-
sentatives is based on unfound-
ed claims and false promises.

During this legislative ses-
sion, the House proposed a 
tD[ SlDQ thDt ZRulG elLPLQDte 
the state individual income 
tD[� reGuce the VtDte grRcer\ 
tD[� reGuce the tD[ RQ cDr tDgV� 
and increase the state general 
VDleV tD[ rDte tR �.5� IrRP ��. 
House leaders claim that this 
plan will make Mississippi’s 
economy more competitive 
and stimulate growth. These 
claims could not be further 
from the truth.

Don’t take our word for it. In 
a recent report, Mississippi’s 
state economists concluded 
that a large revenue shortfall 
resulting from the House’s 
tD[ SlDQ ZRulG GecreDVe MREV� 
population and personal in-
come. State business leaders 
hDYe RIteQ e[SreVVeG VNeStL�
cism and concern over mas-

sive overhauls to the state’s 
tD[ V\VteP. ,Q IDct� D  receQt 
report by the Mississippi Eco-
nomic Council cites a skilled 
ZRrNIRrce ± QRt the VtDte¶V tD[ 
environment –  as a top prior-
ity for business leaders across 
the state. There’s also growing 
consensus across the country 
that people don’t move to other 
VtDteV EecDuVe RI tD[eV� LQcRPe 
tD[ cutV ZRQ¶t helS VPDll EuVL�
QeVVeV creDte MREV� DQG tD[ 
policy alone won’t create sub-
stantial, long-lasting economic 
growth.

7he e[SerLeQce RI Rther 
states that have attempted ma-
MRr RYerhDulV tR theLr tD[ V\V�
tems should make House lead-
ers pause before implementing 
a plan that could cripple our 
state economy.

We’ve heard the argument 
thDt Rther VtDteV� lLNe 7e[DV 
and Florida, don’t levy an in-
cRPe tD[. +RZeYer� thLV Dr�
gument doesn’t tell the whole 
VtRr\. 0LVVLVVLSSL LVQ¶t 7e[DV 
or Florida. Instead, House 
leDGerV VhRulG lRRN tR the e[�
perience of states like Kansas.

In Kansas, lawmakers 
passed legislation that mas-
VLYel\ cut VtDte LQcRPe tD[eV 
claiming to boost the state 
ecRQRP\. :LthLQ the Qe[t IeZ 

years, their economy tanked, 
falling behind not only neigh-
boring states but also the na-
tion overall. After trying to 
hide the damage to their state 
EuGget E\ VDcrLfi cLQg SuElLc 
services like education and 
other critical programs, state 
lawmakers were forced to roll 
back most of the cuts they pre-
viously voted to implement. 

Fifteen years from now, 
Mississippi lawmakers would 
not want to be the elected of-
fi cLDlV VcrDPElLQg tR reVtRre 
the VtDte¶V ErRNeQ tD[ Vtructure 
Gue tR D EDG tD[ cut e[SerLPeQt 
led by House leaders. 

Even more, the state can’t 
DIIRrG the +RuVe¶V tD[ SlDQ. 
According to Mississippi’s 
state economists, the House 
tD[ SlDQ ZRulG cDuVe D reY�
enue shortfall of more than 
���� PLllLRQ LQ the fi rVt \eDr 
after its enactment and around 
���� PLllLRQ LQ the VecRQG 
year. These revenue shortfalls 
would be permanent and oc-
cur eYer\ \eDr. B\ ���5� the 
+RuVe¶V tD[ SlDQ cRulG cRVt 
0LVVLVVLSSL RYer �1.��5 ELllLRQ 
in revenue. That is almost half 
of the state’s general education 
budget, nearly all of the state’s 
support for public colleges and 
universities, and slightly less 

than the total amount of money 
spent by MDOT on state and 
local road and bridge systems. 

These revenue shortfalls 
have more than just economic 
implications for the state. The 
tremendous revenue shortfall 
cDuVeG E\ the +RuVe¶V tD[ SlDQ 
would mean that state services 
and programs would suffer. 
The truth is we’re not paying 
state employees. Our roads are 
crumbling. We have not fund-
ed our schools. We don’t have 
water and sewer. And without 
this revenue, how do we afford 
investments that we all want, 
like providing much-needed 
raises to the state’s teachers?

$ PDVVLYe tD[ RYerhDul 
backed by lofty dreams and 
unattainable projections will 
QRt EeQefi t 0LVVLVVLSSL. 7here 
are so many issues in the state 
that need addressing. Instead 
RI IRcuVLQg RQ RQe VSecLfi c 
tD[ SRlLc\� Ze VhRulG uVe thLV 
legislative session to capitalize 
on historic opportunities for 
growth and investments. 

We all want a growing econ-
omy, stronger communities, 
more opportunities, and a bet-
ter Mississippi for everyone. 
But despite what House lead-
erV VD\� the +RuVe¶V tD[ SlDQ 
won’t meet these goals.

Let’s say 
with great pride 
and conviction 
that the HBCU 
Legacy Bowl 
held on Satur-
day was a rous-

LQg VucceVV. ,t ZDV D Gefi QLQg 
moment in the storied annals 
of Historically Black Colleg-
es and Universities.

Sometimes, if you live long 
enough, life will give you 
VRPe uQe[SecteG VurSrLVeV. 
It will give you something 
³e[trD.́  ,Q 1eZ 2rleDQV� thDt 
VRPethLQg e[trD LV cDlleG ³lD�
gQLDSSe.́

If you had asked me some 
years back about an all-star 
football game featuring 
HBCU student-athletes, I 
probably would have said it’s 
a great idea, but it probably 
won’t happen.

There would have been 
multiple reasons for our an-
VZer. )Rr e[DPSle� QR VSRQ�
sors, no stadium and no mon-
ey. You can probably add a 
few reasons of your own.

I was incorrect in my as-
sertion. Glad that I was.

Blessings come in differ-
ent ways and at different 
times. We know they may not 
come when you want them, 
but they are right on time.

On a bright, sunny day in 
February, history was made. 
)eEruDr\ 1� ZDV D VtellDr 
day for HBCU athletics. At 
3 p.m., the inaugural HBCU 
Legacy Bowl kicked off at 
Yulman Stadium on the cam-
pus of Tulane University.

There were two teams 
made up of all stars from the 
4 major African-American 
athletic conferences. They 
were called Team Gaither 
and Team Robinson.

Jake Gaither and Eddie 
Robinson were legendary 
coaches at Florida A& M 
University and Grambling 
State University respectively.

The halftime entertain-
ment was provided by two 
iconic bands, Grambling 
State University and St. Au-
gustine High School (New 
Orleans). They gave the au-
GLeQce the SRS DQG the À DLr 
that made everyone get on 
their feet.

The entire HBCU Legacy 
Bowl weekend had so many 
highlights and had some-
thing for everyone.

There was the HBCU Leg-
acy Bowl Career Day held at 
the Hyatt Hotel. It was de-
signed for area students to 
fi QG Rut DERut MRE RSSRrtuQL�
ties at national companies.

This celebration of HBCU 
e[celleQce gDYe ZRulG�Ee 
employers the chance to meet 
with students. It is my think-
ing that many of them left 
with job offers in hand.

Careers in their chosen 

fi elGV gLYe grDGuDteV the RS�
portunity to network and to 
build professional relation-
ships.

In many ways, that is how 
events like the HBCU Leg-
acy Bowl come to be. It’s 
people making recommenda-
tions to others within their 
cLrcle RI LQÀ ueQce.

The Black College Football 
Hall of Fame and multiple 
sponsors were the catalysts 
for the creation of the HBCU 
Legacy Bowl.

Some of the founding part-
ners were the New Orleans 
Saints, Adidas, Riddell and, 
15 $QG 7he 0DhRPeV )RuQ�
dation.

The co-founders of the 
Black College Football Hall 
of Fame are James “Shack’ 
Harris and Doug Williams. 
It is sponsored by the Shack 
Harris and Doug Williams 
Foundation. Both are alums 
of Grambling State Univer-
VLt\ DQG SlD\eG TuDrterEDcN 
there.

Other Black College Foot-
ball Hall of Fame trustees 
are Mel Blount (Southern 
University), Willie Lanier 
(Morgan State University), 
and Art Shell (University of 
Maryland Eastern Shore).

All of them had outstand-
ing careers in the National 
)RRtEDll /eDgue. 7he\ e[�
celled and achieved at the 
highest levels of the game. 
The commonality which 
brought them together was 
that they wanted other 
HBCU student-athletes to be 
successful both on and off 
the fi elG.

It is my strong belief the 
HBCU Legacy Bowl will be-
come an annual event. There 
were sponsors waiting in the 
wings to gauge the event’s 
support.

They are now believers. 
They are ready to sign on for 
Qe[t \eDr¶V gDPe DQG DctLYL�
ties.

The barometer for success 
is so high and that is great 
news for everyone involved.

Saturday’s game showed 
that fans will show up to 
watch talent and future stars.

Team Gaither defeated 
Team Robinson 22-6. Q uar-
terback, Geremy Hickbottom 
(Tennessee State University) 
was named Offensive Most 
9DluDEle 3lD\er DQG 'eIeQ�
sive Back, Antwan Collier 
(Florida A& M University) 
was named Defensive Most 
9DluDEle 3lD\er.

There were no losers, only 
winners at the HBCU Lega-
cy Bowl. Futures were made 
and careers were started.

3rR VcRutV Zere LQ DtteQ�
dance, and agents were ready 
to meet their new clients.

We will see many of these 
young men playing on Sun-
day in the NFL.

The HBCU Legacy Bowl 
is building a legacy.

23,1,21

The Whistle Blows

House tax plan
won’t provide promised 

benefi ts; will cause long-
term economic harm

The HBCU 
Legacy Bowl is a 

pathway
to the NFL

for our 
student-athletes

By James B. Ewers Jr.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio
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By MS Senator Sollie Norwood 
(D) District 28

By Christopher Young
Jackson, MS
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