
T h e  o r d e r  r e a d :
“ O r d e r  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  m a y o r  

t o  e x e c u t e  t h e  c o n t r a c t  a n d  r e -
l a t e d  d o c u m e n t s  w i t h  R i c h a r d ’ s  
Di s p o s a l ,  In c .  t o  p r o v i d e  s o l i d  
w a s t e  c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  h a u l i n g  
s e r v i c e s  f o r  a  s i x  ( 6 )  y e a r  t e r m  
c o m m e n c i n g  Ap r i l  1 ,  2 0 2 2 ,  
w i t h  f o u r  ( 4 )  o n e  ( 1 )  y e a r  e x -
t e n s i o n  o p t i o n s . ”

Af t e r  n u m e r o u s  q u e s t i o n s  
f r o m  J a c k s o n  Ci t y  Co u n c i l  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  v e n d o r ,  t h e  c i t y  
a t t o r n e y  a n d  t h e  c i t y ’ s  W a s t e  
M a n a g e m e n t  De p a r t m e n t ,  t h e  
v o t e  f a i l e d  a s  f o l l o w :  Le e :  
Y e s ;  G r i z z e l l :  Y e s ;  B a n k s :  N o ;  
Fo o t e :  N o ;  H a r t l e y :  N o ;  Li n d -

s e y :  N o ;  a n d  St o k e s :  Ab s t a i n .
“ I d o n ’ t  s e e  a  r e a s o n  w h y  

w e  d i d n ’ t  g e t  a w a r d e d  t h e  c o n -
t r a c t , ”  Al b e r t  R i c h a r d  o f  t h e  
N e w  O r l e a n s - b a s e d  R i c h a r d ’ s  
Di s p o s a l ,  In c .  t o l d  r e p o r t e r s .  
“ B u t  i f  t h a t ’ s  t h e  Ci t y  Co u n c i l ’ s  
c h o i c e  t h e n  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g ,  I 
c a n  d o  a b o u t  i t . ”

Co u n c i l m e m b e r  H a r t l e y  t o l d  
R i c h a r d  t h a t  “ I w i s h  w e  h a d  
m o r e  t i m e .  W e  j u s t  g o t  t h i s  y e s -
t e r d a y ,  a n d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  
y o u r  c o m p a n y ,  w e  j u s t  g o t  i t  
w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  c o u p l e  o f  h o u r s . ”  

W a r d  4  Co u n c i l  M e m b e r  
B r i a n  G r i z z e l l ,  w h o  a t t e n d e d  
t h e  m e e t i n g  r e m o t e l y ,  t o l d  h i s  
c o n s t i t u e n t s  i n  h i s  e m a i l  u p d a t e  
l a t e  T u e s d a y  n i g h t   t h a t :  “ T h e  

Co u n c i l  w a s  g i v e n  t h e  n a m e s  
o f  t h e  3  v e n d o r s  w h o  s u b m i t -
t e d  a n  R FP  a  l i t t l e  o v e r  a  m o n t h  
a g o .  T h e  Ci t y  At t o r n e y  g a v e  u s  
t h o s e  n a m e s . ”

H o w e v e r ,  d u r i n g  t h e  b i d d i n g  
p r o c e s s ,  t h e  c o u n c i l  m e m b e r s  
o n l y  k n e w  t h e  b i d d e r s  b y  a s -
s i g n e d  n u m b e r s  u n t i l  t h e  d e a d -
l i n e  w a s  o v e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
G r i z z e l l .  

In  h i s  e m a i l ,  G r i z z e l l  f u r t h e r  
s t a t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

“ W h i l e  t h e  b i d d i n g  p r o c e s s  
w a s  a  b l i n d  p r o c e s s ,  w e  w e r e  
p r o h i b i t e d  f r o m  h a v i n g  c o n -
v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  a n y  o f  t h e  v e n -
d o r s .  I,  B r i a n  G r i z z e l l ,  d i d  n o t  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a n y  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  
w i t h  a n y  v e n d o r  ( i n c l u d i n g  a n y  

o w n e r ,  e m p l o y e e ,  r e l a t i v e  o r  
representative o  their fi rm .

“ I k n e w  e x a c t l y  w h o  w e  w e r e  
v o t i n g  o n  t o d a y  b e c a u s e  I r e -
s e a r c h e d  t h e  c o m p a n y  a  w h i l e  
a g o .  W e  w e r e  g i v e n  t h e  c o n t r a c t  
y e s t e r d a y ,  a n d ,  i n  m y  m i n d ,  h a d  
p l e n t y  o f  t i m e  t o  w e i g h  i t .  It ’ s  
t h e  s a m e  m i n o r i t y  c o m p a n y  
t h a t  s u b m i t t e d  a  b i d  i n  t h e  p r e -
v i o u s  R FP  p r o c e s s .

“ I h a v e  n o  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  
t h i s  c o m p a n y ’ s  a b i l i t y  t o  d o  t h e  
j o b  o r  i t s  r e s o u r c e s .  … .

“ T h i s  c o m p a n y  w a s  t h e  
l o w e s t  b i d d e r  a n d  w a s  a  h i g h  
s c o r e r  i n  t h e  b l i n d  p r o c e s s .  It  
w a s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  l o w e r  t h a n  

Ch a r l e s  M c G e e ,  a  T u s k e -
gee irman who  ew 9 
fi ghter combat missions over 
t h r e e  w a r s  a n d  l a t e r  h e l p e d  
t o  b r i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
b l a c k  p i l o t s  w h o  h a d  b a t t l e d  
racism at home to fi ght or 
f r e e d o m  a b r o a d ,  d i e d  Su n -
d a y .  H e  w a s  1 0 2 .

M c G e e  d i e d  i n  h i s  s l e e p  a t  
h i s  h o m e  i n  B e t h e s d a ,  M a r y -
l a n d ,  s a i d  h i s  s o n ,  R o n  M c -
G e e .

Af t e r  t h e  U . S.  e n t r y  i n t o  
W o r l d  W a r  II,  M c G e e  l e f t  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Il l i n o i s  t o  
j o i n  a n  e x p e r i m e n t a l  p r o -
g r a m  f o r  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  s e e k -
i n g  t o  t r a i n  a s  p i l o t s  a f t e r  t h e  
Ar m y  Ai r  Co r p s  w a s  f o r c e d  
t o  a d m i t  Af r i c a n  Am e r i c a n s .  
n ctober 19  he was sent 

t o  t h e  T u s k e g e e  Ar m y  Ai r  
ield in labama or  ight 

t r a i n i n g ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  
b i o g r a p h y  o n  t h e  w e b s i t e  o f  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  Av i a t i o n  H a l l  o f  
Fa m e .

“ Y o u  c o u l d  s a y  t h a t  o n e  
o  the things we were fi ght
i n g  f o r  w a s  e q u a l i t y , ’ ’  h e  
t o l d  T h e  As s o c i a t e d  P r e s s  i n  
a 199  interview. E uality 
o f  o p p o r t u n i t y .  W e  k n e w  w e  
h a d  t h e  s a m e  s k i l l s ,  o r  b e t -
t e r . ’ ’

M c G e e  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  
 ight school in une 19 3 

and in early 19  oined 
t h e  a l l - b l a c k  3 3 2 n d  Fi g h t e r  
G r o u p ,  k n o w n  a s  t h e  “ R e d  
Tails.  e  ew 13  missions 
a s  t h e  g r o u p  a c c o m p a n i e d  
bombers over Europe.

ore than 9  men trained 
at Tus egee rom 19  to 
19 . bout  deployed 
overseas and 1  lost their 
l i v e s  i n  t r a i n i n g  o r  c o m b a t .

In  r e c e n t  y e a r s  t h e  T u s k e -
g e e  Ai r m e n  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  
s u b j e c t  o f  b o o k s ,  m o v i e s  a n d  
d o c u m e n t a r i e s  h i g h l i g h t i n g  
t h e i r  c o u r a g e  i n  t h e  a i r  a n d  
t h e  d o u b t s  t h e y  f a c e d  o n  t h e  
g r o u n d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  r a c e .  
In  2 0 0 7  a  Co n g r e s s i o n a l  
G o l d  M e d a l ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  c i -
v i l i a n  a w a r d  f r o m  Co n g r e s s ,  
w a s  i s s u e d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e i r  

“ u n i q u e  m i l i t a r y  r e c o r d  t h a t  
i n s p i r e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e -
f o r m  i n  t h e  Ar m e d  Fo r c e s . ’ ’

M c G e e  r e m a i n e d  i n  t h e  
Ar m y  Ai r  Co r p s ,  l a t e r  t h e  
U . S.  Ai r  Fo r c e ,  a n d  s e r v e d  
or 3  years. e  ew low

level bombing and strafi ng 
m i s s i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  K o r e a n  
W a r  a n d  r e t u r n e d  t o  c o m b a t  
a g a i n  d u r i n g  t h e  V i e t n a m  
W a r .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  Av i a t i o n  

all o  ame says his 9 
aerial fi ghter combat mis
s i o n s  i n  t h r e e  w a r s  r e m a i n s  
a  r e c o r d .

H e  r e t i r e d  a s  a  c o l o n e l  i n  
the ir orce in 19 3, then 
e a r n e d  a  c o l l e g e  d e g r e e  i n  
b u s i n e s s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  
w o r k e d  a s  a  b u s i n e s s  e x -
e c u t i v e .  H e  w a s  a c c o r d e d  a n  
h o n o r a r y  c o m m i s s i o n  p r o -
m o t i n g  h i m  t o  t h e  o n e - s t a r  
r a n k  o f  b r i g a d i e r  g e n e r a l  a s  
h e  t u r n e d  1 0 0 .  An o t h e r  e v e n t  
m a r k e d  h i s  c e n t e n n i a l  y e a r :  

e  ew a private et be
t w e e n  Fr e d e r i c k ,  M a r y l a n d ,  
a n d  Do v e r  Ai r  Fo r c e  B a s e  i n  
De l a w a r e .

In  2 0 2 0 ,  M c G e e  d r e w  a  
s t a n d i n g  o v a t i o n  f r o m  m e m -
b e r s  o f  Co n g r e s s  w h e n  i n t r o -
d u c e d  b y  P r e s i d e n t  Do n a l d  
T r u m p  d u r i n g  h i s  St a t e  o f  
t h e  U n i o n  a d d r e s s .

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  e n c o u r a g -
i n g  y o u n g  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  
t o  p u r s u e  c a r e e r s  i n  a v i a t i o n ,  
M c G e e  w a s  a  s o u r c e  o f  i n -
f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  T u s k e -
g e e  Ai r m e n  a n d  o f f e r e d  a  
u n i q u e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o n  r a c e  
r e l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  e r a  t h r o u g h  
the airmen s nonprofi t edu
c a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

“ At  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  w a r ,  t h e  
i d e a  o f  a n  a l l  Af r i c a n  Am e r i -
can  ight s uadron was radi
c a l  a n d  o f f e n s i v e  t o  m a n y , ’ ’  
M c G e e  w r o t e  i n  a n  e s s a y  f o r  
t h e  Sm i t h s o n i a n  N a t i o n a l  
Ai r  a n d  Sp a c e  M u s e u m .

“ T h e  p r e v a i l i n g  o p i n i o n  
w a s  t h a t  b l a c k s  d i d  n o t  p o s -
s e s s  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o r  c o u r -
a g e  t o  b e  m i l i t a r y  p i l o t s .  O n e  
g e n e r a l  e v e n  w r o t e ,  ‘ T h e  
N e g r o  t y p e  h a s  n o t  t h e  p r o p -

Am e r i c a n s  m u s t  c o m m i t  t o  
the unfi nished wor  o  artin 
Lu t h e r  K i n g  J r . ,  d e l i v e r i n g  j o b s  
a n d  j u s t i c e  a n d  p r o t e c t i n g  “ t h e  
s a c r e d  r i g h t  t o  v o t e ,  a  r i g h t  f r o m  
which all other rights  ow,  
P r e s i d e n t  J o e  B i d e n  s a i d  M o n -
d a y .

M a r t i n  Lu t h e r  K i n g  Da y  i s  a  
m o m e n t  w h e n  a  m i r r o r  i s  h e l d  
u p  t o  Am e r i c a ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  s a i d  
i n  a  v i d e o  a d d r e s s .

“ It ’ s  t i m e  f o r  e v e r y  e l e c t e d  o f -
fi cial in merica to ma e it clear 
w h e r e  t h e y  s t a n d , ”  B i d e n  s a i d .  
“ It ’ s  t i m e  f o r  e v e r y  Am e r i c a n  t o  
s t a n d  u p .  Sp e a k  o u t ,  b e  h e a r d .  
W h e r e  d o  y o u  s t a n d ? ’ ’

M a j o r  h o l i d a y  e v e n t s  i n -
c l u d e d  m a r c h e s  i n  s e v e r a l  c i t i e s  
a n d  t h e  a n n u a l  M a r t i n  Lu t h e r  
K i n g  J r .  s e r v i c e  a t  t h e  s l a i n  c i v i l  
rights leader s Ebene er aptist 
Ch u r c h  i n  At l a n t a ,  w h e r e  U . S.  
Se n .  R a p h a e l  W a r n o c k  i s  t h e  
s e n i o r  p a s t o r .  P e w s  h a v e  b e e n  
p a c k e d  b y  p o l i t i c i a n s  i n  p a s t  
y e a r s ,  b u t  g i v e n  t h e  p a n d e m -
i c ,  m a n y  o f f e r e d  p r e - r e c o r d e d  

s p e e c h e s  i n s t e a d .
M o n d a y  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  

93rd birthday o  the ev. artin 
Lu t h e r  K i n g  J r . ,  w h o  w a s  j u s t  
39 when he was assassinated in 
19  while helping sanitation 
w o r k e r s  s t r i k e  f o r  b e t t e r  p a y  a n d  
w o r k p l a c e  s a f e t y  i n  M e m p h i s ,  
T e n n e s s e e .

K i n g ’ s  e l d e s t  s o n  c r i t i c i z e d  
B i d e n  a n d  Co n g r e s s  a s  a  w h o l e  
o n  M o n d a y  f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  p a s s  
v o t i n g  r i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  e v e n  
as 19 epublican led states have 

m a d e  i t  h a r d e r  t o  v o t e  i n  r e -
s p o n s e  t o  f o r m e r  P r e s i d e n t  Do n -
a l d  T r u m p ’ s  f a l s e  c l a i m s  a b o u t  
e l e c t i o n - r i g g i n g .

“ Y o u  w e r e  s u c c e s s f u l  w i t h  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  w h i c h  i s  a  g r e a t  
t h i n g  –  b u t  w e  n e e d  y o u  t o  u s e  
t h a t  s a m e  e n e r g y  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  
a l l  Am e r i c a n s  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  u n -
e n c u m b e r e d  r i g h t  t o  v o t e , ’ ’  M a r -
t i n  Lu t h e r  K i n g  III s a i d .

Se n a t e  R e p u b l i c a n s  r e m a i n  
unifi ed in opposition to the 
De m o c r a t s ’  v o t i n g  b i l l s .  B i d e n  

d e s c r i b e d  t h e i r  s t o n e w a l l i n g  a s  
p a r t  o f  “ a  t r u e  a t t a c k  o n  o u r  d e -
m o c r a c y ,  f r o m  t h e  J a n .  6  i n s u r -
r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  o n s l a u g h t  o f  R e -
p u b l i c a n  a n t i - v o t i n g  l a w s  i n  a n  
n u m b e r  o f  s t a t e s . ’ ’

“ It ’ s  n o  l o n g e r  j u s t  a b o u t  w h o  
g e t s  t o  v o t e .  It ’ s  a b o u t  w h o  g e t s  
t o  c o u n t  t h e  v o t e .  An d  w h e t h e r  
y o u r  v o t e  c o u n t s  a t  a l l .  It ’ s  a b o u t  
t w o  i n s i d i o u s  t h i n g s :  v o t e r  s u p -
p r e s s i o n  a n d  e l e c t i o n  s u b v e r -
s i o n , ’ ’  B i d e n  s a i d .

Se n .  T i m  Sc o t t  o f  So u t h  Ca r o -
l i n a ,  t h e  Se n a t e ’ s  v l a c k  R e p u b -
l i c a n ,  c o u n t e r e d  w i t h  a  s e r i e s  o f  
K i n g  Da y - t h e m e d  v i d e o s  h e  s a i d  
w o u l d  e m p h a s i z e  p o s i t i v e  d e -
v e l o p m e n t s  o n  c i v i l  r i g h t s .  Sc o t t  
s i d e s t e p p e d  c r i t i c i s m  a b o u t  G O P  
a c t i o n s  a n d  a c c u s e d  De m o c r a t s  
o f  l a b e l i n g  h i s  p a r t y  m e m b e r s  a s  
r a c i s t s .

To compare or con  ate peo
p l e  w h o  o p p o s e  h i s  p o s i t i o n s  a s  
b e i n g  r a c i s t s  a n d  t r a i t o r s  t o  t h e  
c o u n t r y  i s  n o t  o n l y  i n s u l t i n g  a n d  
i n f u r i a t i n g ,  i t ’ s  d e a d  w r o n g , ’ ’  
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W h e n  J a c k s o n  p o l i c e  f o u n d  a  b o d y  
l y i n g  n e a r  a  c h i l d r e n ’ s  p l a y g r o u n d  a t  

attlefi eld ar  one rainy arch day 
i n  2 0 2 1 ,  i t  w a s  t h e  c a t a l y s t  f o r  a  d r i v e  
t o  c h a n g e  t h e  a r e a ’ s  p e r c e p t i o n .

V e n e c c a  G r e e n ,  a  J a c k s o n  a t t o r n e y  
and captain o  the attlefi eld Ten
n i s  Co m m u n i t y  As s o c i a t i o n ,  s a i d  f o r  
years other tennis clubs and commu
n i t y  m e m b e r s  m u r m u r e d  a b o u t  h o w  
unsa e the par  was, painting a pic
t u r e  o f  c r i m i n a l s  s l i n k i n g  a r o u n d  i n  
t h e  d a r k .

ut or reen and other tennis play
ers at orothy est Tennis enter at 

attlefi eld ar , the perception didn t 
fi t the reality they new, or the uture 
t h e y  k n e w  t h e  p a r k  c o u l d  h a v e .

Fo l l o w i n g  t h a t  d r e a r y  m o r n i n g ,  
reen ounded riends o  attlefi eld 
ar  oundation, a nonprofi t organi

z a t i o n  a i m e d  a t  i n c r e a s i n g  c o m m u n i t y  
e n g a g e m e n t ,  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  
wellness o  the community and reduc
i n g  c r i m e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  g r o u p ’ s  
w e b s i t e .

“ W e  a c t u a l l y  s e e  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  a n d  
r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h a t  w h o l e  q u a r t e r  
through tennis,  reen said about ex
panding the orothy est Tennis en
t e r  f o r  t o u r n a m e n t s  a n d  r e s t o r i n g  t h e  
area around attlefi eld ar  and along 
H i g h w a y  8 0 .

G r e e n ’ s  p l a n  f o c u s e s  o n  a  t e n n i s  
center economic development pro
e c t  t h a t  c o u l d  b r i n g  n o t  o n l y  p o t e n t i a l  
revenue to the city, but the revitali a
t i o n  o f  H i g h w a y  8 0  n e a r  t h e  p a r k .

The idea came to reen a ter at
t e n d i n g  t h e  So u t h e r n  Se c t i o n a l s  a t  t h e  

obile Tennis enter in labama.
O n e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  l a r g e s t  p u b l i c  

tennis acilities with some  state
o the art lighted courts, the acility 
h o s t s  m a n y  t o u r n a m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
adult and unior . . Tennis ssocia

t i o n  g a m e s ,  w h i c h  b r i n g  i n  t h o u s a n d s  
o  attendees to the obile area, ac
c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c e n t e r ’ s  w e b s i t e .

ac son ity ouncil resident and 
W a r d  7  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V i r g i  Li n d s a y  
s a i d  p a r t  o f  t h e  c i t y ’ s  r o l e  i s  t o  h e l p  
assist reen and the organi ation s e
orts as best they can, including pro

viding some unding, fi xing the lights 
a t  t h e  c o u r t s  a n d  i n s t a l l i n g  m o r e  l i g h t s  
throughout the par . The par  is in 
Li n d s a y ’ s  d i s t r i c t .

hile plans or economic develop
ment in and around attlefi eld ar  
a r e  s t i l l  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  s t a g e s ,  w i t h  

reen having an engineer and archi
tect s etch up her vision, there is sup

port rom the . . Tennis ssociation 
a n d  o t h e r  i n v e s t o r s ,  G r e e n  s a i d .

The next step is reaching out to 
s t a k e h o l d e r s  t o  g e t  t h e  b a l l  r o l l i n g .  
G r e e n  s a i d  s h e  s e e s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o  a attlefi eld ar  hotel across the 
street or people to stay while attend
i n g  t o u r n a m e n t s .

a eriall ones, acility manager 
o  the orothy est Tennis enter, 
said since the fi rst meeting with city 
o fi cials and community members in 
Ap r i l  2 0 2 1 ,  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  t a l k s  w i t h  
par  and recreation o fi cials about 
w a y s  t o  u p l i f t  t h e  p a r k .

This includes removing the unused 
pool and replacing it with a water ea

t u r e  f o r  k i d s  t o  p l a y  i n  a n d  r e m o v i n g  
t h e  b a s k e t b a l l  c o u r t s .

ecurity cameras have been in
s t a l l e d  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u r t s ,  J o n e s  s a i d ,  
a d d i n g  t h e  t e n n i s  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  a  
g r e a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  J a c k s o n  
p o l i c e  w h o  r o u t i n e l y  p a t r o l  t h e  a r e a  
a n d  a r e  r e s p o n s i v e  w h e n  c a l l e d .

J o n e s ’  o w n  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  Ac e  t o  
euce ommunity Tennis ssocia

t i o n ,  w a n t s  t o  g e t  m o r e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  
t e e n s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t e n n i s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
r e c r u i t  m o r e  v o l u n t e e r s ,  c o a c h e s  a n d  
d o n o r s  t o  h e l p  w i t h  f u n d r a i s i n g .

“ W h a t  t h i s  d o e s ,  i t  g i v e s  t h e  
k i d s  s o m e t h i n g  t o  d o , ’ ’  J o n e s  s a i d .  
They re not sitting at home playing 

v i d e o  g a m e s ,  t h e y  l e a r n  a  s k i l l ,  t h e y  
get to thin , and they re not ust sit
t i n g  t h e r e  p l o t t i n g  w h a t ’ s  t h e  n e x t  
b i g  a d v e n t u r e  w e  c a n  g e t  i n t o  w i t h  
f r i e n d s . ’ ’

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p a n d e m i c ,  m a n y  
c o m m u n i t y  c e n t e r s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
c e n t e r s  h a v e  h a d  t o  c l o s e ,  l e a v i n g  
c h i l d r e n  w i t h o u t  a  p l a c e  t o  h a n g  o u t .  

dvocates and city o fi cials have said 
t h a t  m a n y  k i d s  b e c o m e  i n v o l v e d  i n  
c r i m e  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  l e f t  t o  t h e i r  o w n  
d e v i c e s .

In  2 0 2 1 ,  a t  l e a s t  n i n e  t e e n s  w e r e  
k i l l e d  a n d  a t  l e a s t  s i x  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  
a  s h o o t i n g  i n  J a c k s o n .  Fi v e  d a y s  i n t o  

, 1 year old e arcus c in
n i s  w a s  s h o t  a n d  k i l l e d  w h i l e  s i t t i n g  
in a car and three other teens were in
j u r e d ,  p o l i c e  s a i d .

J o n e s  a n d  G r e e n  h o p e  t o  p a r t n e r  
w i t h  J a c k s o n  St a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  b r i n g  
c o a c h e s  a n d  m e n t o r s  t o  t h e  c o u r t s  t o  
teach a ter school programs fi lled 
with ac son ublic chool students.

J o n e s  s a i d  Ac e  t o  De u c e  h a s  b e e n  
wor ing with ac son ublic chool 
k i d s  b u t  w o u l d  l o v e  f o r  m o r e  t o  g e t  
i n v o l v e d .

esearch supports that tennis  en
c o u r a g e s  k i d s  t o  b e c o m e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
critical thin ers and problem solv
e r s , ’ ’  G r e e n  s a i d .  “ An d  i f  w e  c a n  s o l v e  
o u r  p r o b l e m s  o t h e r  t h a n  w i t h  a  g u n ,  
t h e n  t h e y ’ r e  n o t  c o m m i t t i n g  a  c r i m e . ’ ’

J o n e s  a d d e d  t h e  g o a l  i s  t o  c r e a t e  
teams or ids to compete against oth
e r s  a n d  h e l p  b u i l d  l i f e  s k i l l s .  In  t h e  
f a l l ,  Ac e  t o  De u c e  f o r m e d  t w o  t e a m s  
f o r  k i d s  u n d e r  1 8  a n d  b o t h  c o m p e t e d  
i n  t h e  s t a t e  c h a m p i o n s h i p s ,  w i t h  t h e  
g i r l s ’  t e n n i s  t e a m  p l a c i n g  t h i r d  a n d  t h e  
b o y s ’  t e n n i s  t e a m  p l a c i n g  s e c o n d .

e need people li e s. reen 
a n d  h e r  o r g a n i z e r s  t o  s t e p  u p  a n d  b e  
a part o  positive energy or our chil
d r e n , ’ ’  Li n d s a y  s a i d .  “ W e  n e e d  m o r e  
V e n e c c a  G r e e n s . ’ ’

Battlefi eld Park tennis community 
has big plans for future

By Gabriele Szymanowska
Associated Press

Venecca reen, center, a captain of the attlefi eld Tennis ommunity Association, watches closely as young tennis players wor
out during a pre season practice at the orothy Vest Tennis enter in attlefi eld Par



the other bids, thus a savings to Jacksonians. 
Yes, sanitation rates are still going to increase. 
They have to increase, and this was the lowest 
and best bid, even with that increase. Yes, two 
pickups a week. 

“This was a legal bid. No mistake about it! 
We have to be honest! We have to be fair! We 
have to do the right thing!”

During the meeting, Ward 3 Councilmember 
Stokes, who abstained, questioned Richard’s 
lawyer, Attorney John Walker, as to whether 
he felt the company had the capacity to do the 
job for the City of Jackson. Walker assured 

to es that he had complete confi dence  in 
Richard’s performance. 

“I’ve been in business 44 years,” Richard 
told the Council. “I am a full-service contrac-
tor.” He said he services more than 100,000 

homes a week. He also assured the council that 
he would bring in managers to train the people 
of Jackson that he will hire.

Richard assured the council that he has done 
everything that was asked of him. In addition, 
he even purchased 15 new trucks to insure he 
had total capacity to do the job.

Ward 6 Councilmember Aaron Banks told 
The Mississippi Link that he voted against 
the contract because “the carts complicate the 
whole service. 1) We currently pick up at ap-
proximately 53K houses, but exactly 45,000 
carts will be provided. What about the other 
8K; and 2) The $90 fee to citizens to replace 
a cart if its damage or stolen, when there is 
already a shortage of who will have carts can 
cause many problems.”

Grizzell said the carts are not an issue for 

the residents of his ward. They welcome the 
idea. “The company also offers assistance for 
those residents who are not physically capable 
of getting their garbage to the curb. I don’t un-
derstand,” Grizzell said.

Richard explained during the meeting the 
replacement o  a missing cart the fi rst time 
would be at no cost to the resident.

As to what is next for them regarding the 
matter, the City Attorney Torri Martin told The 
Mississippi Link, “The City of Jackson does 
not have a comment regarding the solid waste 
contract.

However, Attorney Walker via telephone 
before press time said, “We are evaluating all 
options in determining what we will do. My 
client was the lowest and best bidder. We were 
shocked that he did not get the contract!”

Scott told The Associated Press.
Warnock, now running for reelection as Geor-

gia s fi rst blac  senator, said in his speech to the 
sparse crowd at Ebenezer that “everybody loves 
Dr. King, they just don’t always love what he 
represents.”

“Let the word go forth, you cannot remem-
ber Dr. King and dismember his legacy at the 
same time,’’ Warnock said. “If you will speak 
his name you have to stand up for voting rights, 
you have to stand up on behalf of the poor and 
the oppressed and the disenfranchised.’’

King, who delivered his historic “I Have a 
Dream’’ speech while leading the 1963 March 
on Washington and was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1964, considered racial equality 
inseparable from alleviating poverty and stop-
ping war. His insistence on nonviolent protest 
continues to in  uence activists pushing or civil 
rights and social change.

The U.S. economy “has never worked fairly 

for black Americans – or, really, for any Ameri-
can of color,’’ Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen 
said in a speech delivered Monday, one of many 
by national leaders acknowledging unmet needs 
for racial equality on Martin Luther King Day.

Yellen referred to King’s famous speech in 
remarks she recorded for delivery at the Rev. Al 
Sharpton’s National Action Network breakfast 
in ashington, noting the fi nancial metaphor 
he used when describing the founding fathers’ 
promises of equality.

King said on the steps of the Lincoln Memo-
rial that “America has defaulted on this prom-
issory note insofar as her citizens of color are 
concerned.’’ He called it “a bad check, a check 
which has come bac  mar ed insu fi cient unds. 
But we refuse to believe the bank of justice is 
bankrupt!’’

“It is compelling rhetoric, but I also think Dr. 
King knew it was a more than a metaphor. He 
knew that economic injustice was bound up in 

the larger injustice he fought against. From Re-
construction, to Jim Crow, to the present day, 
our economy has never worked fairly for black 
Americans – or, really, for any American of col-
or,’’ Yellen said.

She said the Biden administration has sought 
to ensure that no economic institution fails to 
work for people of color. Equity was built into 
the American Rescue Plan so that communities 
of color would get pandemic relief, and Trea-
sury is injecting $9 billion into Community 
Development Financial Institutions and Minor-
ity Depository Institutions traditionally poorly 
served by the fi nancial sector.

“There is still much more work Treasury 
needs to do to narrow the racial wealth divide,’’ 
she said.

Atlanta’s planned events also included a 
march, a rally and a voter registration drive by 
the Georgia Coalition for the People’s Agenda 
and Youth Service America.

er re  exes to ma e a fi rst rate fi ghter 
pilot.’ The Tuskegee Airmen certainly 
proved men like him wrong.’’

Charles Edward McGee was born 
Dec. 7, 1919, in Cleveland, the son 
of a minister who also worked as a 
teacher and social worker and was a 
military chaplain. He graduated from 
high school in Chicago in 1938.

Survivors include daughters Char-
lene McGee Smith and Yvonne Mc-
Gee, 10 grandchildren, 14 great-grand-
children and a great-great grandchild. 
His wife of more than 50 years, Fran-
ces, died in 1994.

A family statement described Mc-
Gee as “a living legend known for his 
kind-hearted and humble nature, who 
saw positivity at every turn.’’

In tweets Sunday honoring McGee, 
both Vice President Kamala Harris 
and Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin 
III called him an American hero.

“While I am saddened by his loss, 
I’m also incredibly grateful for his 
sacrifi ce, his legacy and his character. 
Rest in peace, General,’’ Austin wrote.

In his Smithsonian essay, McGee 
wrote that he was often asked why the 
Tuskegee Airmen were so successful 
in combat.

“I would say it was because of our 
courage and perseverance,’’ he wrote. 
“We dreamed of being pilots as boys 
but were told it was not possible. 
Through faith and determination we 
overcame enormous obstacles. This is 
a lesson that all young people need to 
hear.’’

He added: “I am most proud of 
my work as a Tuskegee Airman that 
helped bring down racial barriers and 
defeat the Nazis.’’

Ga r b a g e
Continued from page 1

Bid e n
Continued from page 1

McGe e
Continued from page 1
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Forty years. 
Four decades. 
Consider how 
much has 
changed in 40 
years. The way 

we communicate, the way we 
travel, the way we work, and 
the list goes on and on. With all 
the advancements in technology 
and societal changes, Missis-
sippi state employees had not 
seen any signifi cant updates or 
improvements in how their posi-
tions or salaries are determined. 
So, the Mississippi State Person-
nel Board and staff reviewed our 
priorities and evaluated how we 
work to meet our statutory mis-
sion of “ensuring a quality work-
force.”

During this review, we knew it 
was time to undertake what we 
believe will be the most signifi 
cant impact on state employees 
in 40 years. In the fall of 2019, 
MSPB decided to overhaul the 
state s classifi cation and com
pensation system. During the 

past two years, we launched 
Project SEC2  (a State Em-
ployee lassifi cation and om
pensation initiative) and worked 
tirelessly to implement the new 
system on January 1, 2022.

We understand that most state 
employees are concerned with 
how this will affect their salaries. 
However, we can’t ensure fair 
and equitable compensation for 
employees until they are in the 
correct ob classifi cation based 
on their duties, responsibilities, 
and authority level. 

So, how did we ensure that all 
25,000 state employees under 
our purview were appropriately 
classifi ed

First, we had to evaluate the 
1,9  ob classifi cations in our 
old system. We removed dupli-
cate and generic classifi cations 
and simplifi ed the system with 
only  new ob classifi cations. 
We met with nearly 300 state 
employees who are considered 
subject matter experts in their 
fi elds to help us understand what 
state employees in various in-

dustries do.  
In what was an immense un-

dertaking in state government 
HR, it was time to place employ-
ees in accurate ob classifi cations 
based on their duties, and we 
needed their help with this criti-
cal step. We surveyed each em-
ployee about what they do each 
day and their role in their agen-
cy’s mission. Our staff evaluated 
each response, and we worked 
with employees’ supervisors and 
HR departments to help classify 
employees correctly.

Meanwhile, we used the rele-
vant labor market, including the 
Mississippi private sector and 
contiguous state governments, to 
help create a salary structure to 
help ensure employees are paid 
fairly and equitably for what 
they do. Each ob classifi cation 
received a pay grade, including 
a minimum, market and maxi-
mum salary. An employee’s sal-
ary falls within the range based 
on several factors, including per-
formance, experience, special 
certifi cations, or scarce s ills. 
The employing agency deter-
mines this intending to compen-

sate employees competitively, 
consistently and equitably. 

If you’re reading this, you’re 
probably wondering if you or 
a state employee you know is 
receiving a pay raise due to the 
new system, and the short an-
swer is, maybe. The employee’s 
agency will determine pay in-
creases related to implementing 
the new system.

The Legislature gave each 
agency the discretion to award 
increases of up to 3%  January 1, 
based on where each employee’s 
salary falls within the new pay 
grade.

Employees with a salary 
above the market rate of their 
new pay grade will not be eli-
gible for an increase in the new 
system. Just as some state em-
ployees’ salaries are above the 
mar et or their classifi cation, 
some state employees’ wages 
are below the minimum salary 
set or their new classifi cation. 

MSPB is committed to advo-
cating that each current employ-
ee below minimum obtain the 
minimum salary as soon as prac-
ticable upon adequate agency 

funding. And, each agency has 
the discretion to award increases 
for employees with salaries be-
low the market rate of their pay 
grade yet above the minimum 
salary.

With the implementation 
of the new system, there is no 
longer a need for an across-the-
board pay increase granted by 
the Legislature. But that is a 
good thing because it gives both 
the Legislature and state agen-
cies and their employees more 
accountability and transparency 
through this functional system. 
Using the new system, agencies, 
employees and legislators can 
see how agencies determine em-
ployees’ salaries within policy. 
And we have a plan in place to 
show if employees are being 
paid fairly and equitably for their 
duties.

It also makes it easier for cur-
rent and future employees to 
pursue a defi ned career path in 
public service through state gov-
ernment.

Through all this, no state em-
ployee received a salary reduc-
tion due to implementing the 

new system.
As a taxpayer, you may be 

wondering how much a project 
of this magnitude costs. We are 
proud to say that the vast major-
ity of this project was executed 
by current MSPB employees 
including project leadership and 
oversight, the electronic ques-
tionnaire state employees sub-
mitted regarding their job duties 
(Mississippi is proud to be the 
fi rst state to complete this monu
mental process electronically), 
and all communications materi-
als including a new project web-
site, informational videos and 
marketing collateral.

We knew that this would be a 
di fi cult tas  with growing pains 
as with any worthwhile under-
taking. Our staff remains com-
mitted to working with agencies 
and state employees to continue 
improving the system for state 
employees for years to come. 

State employees with ques-
tions about their classifi cation 
or compensation should contact 
their agency’s HR department 
and check out careers.mspb.
ms.gov.

A new era for state employment
 By Kelly Hardwick
Ex ecutiv e D irector 
M ississippi State Personnel  B oard 

COMMENTARY
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W. K. Kellogg Foundation re-
cently awarded a second grant 
to Alferdteen Harrison, execu-
tive director of Scott Ford House 
Inc., in the amount of $50,000 
for an exhibit to feature docu-
mented stories of Mississippi 
family members’ recollections 
of “granny” midwives in their 
family or community within four 
regions: Jackson Prairie, Delta, 
Black Belt and Loess Hills.

The exhibit, Reclaiming our 
Legacy and Shifting the Narra-
tive of Mississippi Granny Mid-
wives: A Storytelling Project, is 
slated to open Juneteenth week-
end, Friday, June 17 and Satur-
day, June 18 this year at Smith 
Robertson Museum and Cultural 
Center.

Selective interviews among 
the four regions will be displayed 
from persons who were inter-
viewed in 2021.

The project fosters a greater 
shared knowledge about Mis-
sissippi’s past while identifying 
regional pride through the use of 
video kiosks (central parts of the 
exhibit) to help youth understand 
systemic racism.

Interviewees will share the 
roles of the granny midwives 
during the birthing process along 
with their in  uential interac
tions with children. Elementary, 
middle school and high school 

essay winners who rehashed the 
stories of storytellers will share 
excerpts.

Executive director, Alferdteen 
Harrison (Ph.D.), explained that 
since the beginning of human 

history, “all human life shared 
a common cultural touch stone 
– women helping other women 
deliver babies – our mothers and 
grandmothers – with the support 
of men, fathers and grandfathers. 

This bond was through women 
called the granny midwives.” 

The exhibit will interpret the 
two 130-year-old Mississippi 
historical landmarks that honor 
Mississippi granny midwives in 

Jackson’s Farish Street historic 
district (136 and 138 East Cohea 
Street).

According to Harrison, these 
houses “are perhaps the only ex-
tant site in the United States.”

“The site reminds us of our 
commonalities and the impor-
tance of communities. The mid-
wife is an example of moments 
where societal barriers of race 
and class barriers could be set 
aside and less educated could be 
celebrated leaders and those with 
status could honor the skill, com-
passion and humanity of these 
hardworking women,” added 
Harrison.

Griots who tell the context for 
the story of the granny midwives 
will be featured. The story will 
include how granny midwives 
were once excluded from Mis-
sissippi history and how they re-
cently made a comeback. Thus, 
in appreciation of their historic 
services, Scott Ford House Inc. 
is reclaiming their legacy.

Scott Ford House Inc. is ap-
pealing to readers and support-
ers to assist in generating an ad-
ditional $85,000 by the end of 
April 2022.

Checks should be payable to 
Scott Ford W. K. Kellogg Foun-
dation II and mailed to P. O. Box 
1173, Jackson, MS 39215.

The fi rst fi ve donations above 
$5,000 will be listed on a special 
plaque at the exhibit entrance. 
All donors of $100 will be rec-
ognized on the exhibit program.

For inquiries, contact Alferd-
teen Harrison at 601 953-4060 
or Scott Ford House, Inc. P.O. 
Box 1173, Jackson, MS 39215.

Harrison receives second W. K. Kellogg 
Foundation grant for Scott Ford House Inc.

Scott Ford House, Inc. - 136 & 138 Cohea Street (Jackson) is a Mississippi landmark which was owned by MS granny midwife, Virginia Scott 
Ford and family. Ongoing plans are for stabilization and restoration.

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contrib uting  Writer



Mississippi would phase out 
its income tax, reduce the sales 
tax on groceries and set a high-
er sales tax rate on many other 
items, under a bill that advanced 
Wednesday through the state 
House.

House Bill 531 passed 96-12, 
with bipartisan support. It is 
similar to a bill that passed the 
House but ultimately died in 
2021 because Senate leaders did 
not agree.

“The bill this year is much sim-
pler, easier to understand, and I 
would say to you an improved 
product over the bill that passed 
overwhelmingly in this body last 
year,” Ways and Means Com-
mittee Chairman Trey Lamar, a 
Republican from Senatobia, said 
during House debate.

This year’s bill also faces an 
uncertain fate in the Senate. Re-
publican Lt. Gov. Delbert Hose-
mann has said he wants legisla-
tors to cut taxes, but he has not 
released a proposal.

Mississippi tax collections 
were higher the fi rst hal  o  the 
current state budget year, from 
July through December, than 
they were for the same period a 
year ago.

Republican House Speaker 
Philip Gunn said eliminating the 
income tax is his priority this 
legislative session because he be-
lieves the change will make Mis-
sissippi more competitive with 
states such as Texas, Florida and 
Tennessee, that don’t tax income.

Russ Latino is president of 
Empower Mississippi, a group 
that pushes for limited govern-
ment. He praised the House vote 
and said this year’s bill is better 
than last year’s.

“People will have more money 
to invest in their families, busi-
nesses, and communities and 
Mississippi will be a more attrac-
tive place to move,” Latino said.

One Voice, a group that advo-
cates policies to help low-income 
residents, said the House pro-
posal largely benefi ts the state s 
wealthiest.”

“The state’s surplus is not 
enough to support much-needed 
investments in the public ser-
vices that Mississippians want, 
like quality schools, affordable 
healthcare, solid infrastructure, 
safe neighborhoods and afford-
able housing,” One Voice said in 
a news release.

The House bill would reduce 
the grocery tax from 7% to 4%. 
The change would be phased in 
over six years, starting this July.

The bill also would increase 
several taxes from 7% to 8.5% – 
an increase of more than 21% in 
that rate. That would include the 
general sales tax; the sales tax 
on alcohol; and the tax on music, 
games, cellphone ring tones and 
other products delivered elec-
tronically.

If the general sales tax were 
to increase by the proposed 
amount, for example, a person 
buying $100 of clothing would 
pay $8.50 in sales tax rather than 
the current $7. The increased tax 
amount would apply to in-person 
or online purchases.
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Mary Williams delivered health to a rural area in desperate need of faith in the system.

Mississippi House takes 1st 
step to approve tax cut plan

The signs that triggered out-
rage in Biloxi’s Ward 2 last 
week looked ordinary enough.

In blue font on a white back-
ground, they announced that 
the Biloxi Planning Commis-
sion would hold a public hear-
ing on “street name change 
from Esters Blvd. North to Rail-
road St.’’

To East Biloxi residents who 
remember the contributions of 

ichael Esters as the city s fi rst 
black councilman, the language 
suggested the city was consid-
ering an act of great disrespect: 
removing his name from the 
street that had honored him 
since he was killed by a train 
while driving across the tracks 
there in 1983. Elected two years 
earlier, he was only 31 years old.

The street named for him 
consists of two roads, one north 
of the railroad tracks and one 
south. Both roads were previ-
ously called Railroad Street.

Ward 2 Councilman Felix 
Gines said he received 60-70 
phone calls asking what was go-
ing on, plus text and Facebook 
messages. Like his constituents, 
Gines said, he was “caught off 
guard’’ and “blindsided’’ by the 
signs. On Facebook, residents 
worried about the erasure of the 
neighborhood’s history.

“It looked like a betrayal of 
the community,’’ Gines said.

He called Mayor Andrew 
“Fofo’’ Gilich, who didn’t know 
about the proposal either, to 
get the item removed from the 
Planning Commission’s agenda 
for their Jan. 20 meeting. Then 
Gines personally took down 
about 18 signs posted around 
the neighborhood.

Community development di-
rector Jerry Creel told the Sun 
Herald that removing the name 
of Esters altogether was never 
the plan.

North of the railroad tracks, 
Esters Boulevard becomes 
North Railroad Street, then 
turns into Strangi Avenue for a 
few blocks, then back to Rail-
road Street again. The goal, 
Creel said, was to eliminate 
con usion that could a ect fi rst
responders by making sure that 
section of road has a unique and 
consistent name.

Any plans to alter the street 
name have been tabled for at 
least a few months.

Eventually, the city may for-

mally change the entire north-
ern part of the street to North 
Esters and the southern to South 
Esters, Creel said.

Creel said he should have 
consulted Gines before moving 
forward. “It was my mistake,’’ 
he said. “I take responsibility 
for it. ... The people went out 
there one day and saw the signs 
and misinterpreted it, thinking 
we re fi xing to remove the Es
ters name, and that was not the 
case and that was never the sug-
gestion.’’

When Esters was killed in 
March 1983, a columnist for 
the Daily Herald described him 
as “an oasis of logic and social 
conscience in a regularly heav-
ing sea o  political con  ict.

He was elected in 1981 to 
represent the newly created 
Ward 2, which remains the only 
predominantly black ward in 
Biloxi. The graduate of Notre 
Dame High School had led the 
Black Civil Rights Organiza-
tion of Biloxi and worked on 
voter education and outreach 
efforts before being elected to 
the City Council.

On the council, he champi-
oned funding for John Henry 
Beck Park and successfully 
fought for an ordinance to cut 
down on sales of alcohol to mi-
nors.

James Crowell, president of 
the Biloxi NAACP, said Esters 
worked hard to keep the com-
munity informed about city 
decisions and policies. He also 
brought Ward 2 residents’ con-
cerns to the council.

On the night Esters was 
killed, he was heading home 
from an NAACP meeting, 
where Crowell had heard him 
give an update on city issues, 
he said. Esters won a reputation 
or fi ghting hard or his com

munity.
“So for that reason, when he 

was killed there on the track, it 
really tore a lot of people up,’’ 

he said. The name of the street 
kept his legacy alive in Biloxi.

“A lot of us, when we walk, 
drive down that street, and talk 
about how it came about, it 
brings back memories to us,’’ 
he said.

To Crowell, the name is espe-
cially important because there 
are few streets in the city named 
for local black leaders.

When he learned about the 
signs announcing the public 
hearing on the street name, he 
posted on the Biloxi NAACP 
Facebook page to urge residents 
to attend the Jan. 20 meeting of 
the planning commission. Even 
though the item is no longer on 
the agenda, Crowell still plans 
to go to the meeting, just in 
case.

Creel said discussion of the 
street name began a few weeks 
ago when a staffer pointed out 
the inconsistencies in the name 
of the northern portion of the 
street, which stemmed from 
recent railroad crossing clo-
sures.

Assigning addresses is part 
of his department’s duties.

The signs went up to invite 
the community to provide in-
put into discussion on the name 
change, Creel said. The plan-
ning commission would con-
sider the issue and then make 
a recommendation to the City 
Council, which would vote on 
the matter.

“All this is to do is to make 
sure that or police and fi re and 
clear understanding, that the 
name, whatever the name is, it’s 
the same from one end of that 
street to the other,’’ he said.

He said he spoke with Biloxi’s 
hie  dministrative fi cer 

Michael Leonard, who agreed 
it was a good idea to consider 
a name change for part of the 
street.

“We just didn’t think about 
contacting the council person, 
which in retrospect, would have 
been the right thing to do, to 
talk to him and let him know 
what we were proposing,’’ Creel 
said.

A week after the issue was 
pulled from the planning com-
mission agenda, Gines was glad 
the resolution had been quick. 
And he said Creel had told him 
that removing the Esters name 
from part of the street had not 
been on the table.

“But of course the sign said 
different,’’ Gines said.

Biloxi backlash after 
city tries to relabel 
Esters Boulevard

By Isabelle Taft
Associated Press
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Attorney Keith B. French, a Jackson native 
and Jim Hill High graduate, donated custom uni-
forms to Jim Hill High School’s girls and boys 
basketball teams January 12 during a surprise 
ceremony in the school’s gymnasium. The uni-
forms are Public Figure Clothing Brand origi-
nals designed by brand owner Rickey Robinson, 
a fellow Jackson native and Provine High alum. 
Both men have also sponsored and designed ath-
letic apparel for JSU head coach Deion Sanders 
and the JSU football team.

“It means everything to give back to this 
school. Jim Hill is the place that shaped me, and 
West Jackson is the place that raised me,” French 
said. “So, I really want to remind the students 
that this is where it starts. It’s the culture and 
roots of Jim Hill that teach them to be people-
oriented, not property and things-oriented. 
That’s what I want to show these kids so they 
can pay it forward when they graduate and enter 
the world.”

Robinson has also donated custom Public 
Figure Clothing Brand uniforms to Callaway, 
Provine and Murrah’s athletic programs. “Be-
fore I left, I always wanted to come back and be 
that kind of individual that gives back because I 
remember when other celebrities came back to 
our school and gave back,” Robinson said. “That 
motivated me to become the man I am now.”

Jim Hill High Principal Bobby Brown thanked 
the men for their generous donation to his schol-
ars. “We really appreciate the energy you have. 
It’s very inspiring and motivating for our com-
munity.” Brown also reminded us that Jim Hill is 
“the best! We’re better than the rest! We are the 
mighty, mighty Tigers!”

On Tuesday, January 11, Jack-
son Public Schools recognized 
team excellence throughout the 
district. JPS Superintendent Errick 

. reene personally honored fi ve 
outstanding individuals for their 
contributions which uplift the com-
mitments to the scholars, families 
and employees of the district.

The recipients of the Jackson 
Public Schools’ Best of the Year 
Awards for 2022 are:

•  Administrator of the Year - 
Chinelo Evans, principal of the 
Jackson Tougaloo Early College 
High School

•  Teacher of the Year - Ebony 
Marshall-Newsome, Lester Ele-
mentary School

•  Parent of the Year - Linda Faye 
Arnold, Bates Elementary

•  District Leader of the Year - 
Thea Faulkner, director of Partners 
in Education

•  Support Staff of the Year - 
Tamora c onnell, fi ce o  
Teaching and Learning

About The Honorees
Administrator of the Year
Chinelo Bosah Evans is the 

founding principal of the JPS-Tou-
galoo Early College High School 
Program where 120 JPS scholars 
are working toward earning an as-
sociate degree by the completion 
of their senior year of high school. 
Dr. Evans is a proud Mississippian. 
She received both her bachelor’s 
degree in English and master’s 
degree in Educational Leadership 
from Jackson State University. 
She also earned a specialist’s and 
doctorate degree in Educational 
Leadership and Supervision from 
Mississippi College. One of her 
most notable accomplishments was 
having served as head learner and 
principal of Northwest Jackson In-
ternational Baccalaureate World 

iddle chool. This is not the fi rst 
time Evans has been recognized for 
her excellence in leadership. She 
was also most recently named the 
JPS Principal of the Month for the 
High School Division in October 
2021. Evans was also recognized as 
Middle School Principal of the Year 
during the 2013-2014 and 2014-
2015 school years.

Teacher of the year
Ebony Marshall-Newsome is 

a second-grade teacher at Lester 
Elementary School. She holds a 

Bachelor of Science in Child Care 
&  Family Education and a Master 
of Arts in Teaching from Jackson 
State University. She is currently 
working on her Specialist in Psy-
chometry from Jackson State Uni-
versity. She has been employed 
with the Jackson Public School 
District since 2006, the start of her 
career in education.

She believes that education is the 
only fi eld in which other careers are 
made possible and teachers have 
the opportunity to change students’ 
lives and futures every day. She 
understands that educators face the 
responsibility of setting students up 
for success and high achievement

Parent of the Year
Linda Faye Arnold is the grand-

parent of a senior at the JPS-Tou-
galoo Early College High School 
Program. Over the past four year, 
Arnold and her family have mod-
eled parental engagement, support 
of students and true altruism.

Since 2018, The JTECHS faculty 
and staff continue to be impressed 
with the initiative she takes to meet 
the needs of all scholars and staff. 
She never wants recognition or to 
be in the limelight. Instead, she fo-
cuses on being an excellent parent 
to a graduating senior and meeting 
any need she can.

During this pandemic, many 
families have experienced food 
insecurity. Arnold made a habit 
of frequently bringing additional 
lunches or snacks for the entire 
school to make sure that no one 
would be hungry. She would also 
bring snacks to the entire student 
body and staff just to brighten 
their day. While Arnold saw this 
as a small way to show apprecia-
tion to students who have been en-
gaged in a rigorous dual enrollment 

program, she was unaware of the 
impact that she was making. The 
scholars noticed her generosity and 
commitment to taking care of ev-
eryone at the school. She is an ex-
ample of how everyone can do what 
they can, with what they have, to 
make a difference.

“Her efforts and unwavering 
support have helped many of us 
through challenging times,” said 
JTECHS Principal Chinelo Evans. 
“It is her quiet nature and caring 
heart which demonstrate servant 
leadership.” Arnold is a beacon 
of hope for those who may need a 
helping hand.

District Leader of the Year
Thea Thomas-Faulkner is the Di-

rector of Partners in Education. The 
goal of this department is to culti-
vate community engagement to en-
hance academic experiences and to 
support the various social-emotion-
al needs of our scholars, families 
and educators. Faulkner has estab-
lished an excellent rapport with the 
Greater Jackson community, yield-
ing over 30 new partnerships and 
more than $215,000 in donations 
and grant funds during the Fall se-
mester of the 2021-22 school year.

Support Staff of the Year
Tamora McConnell was born 

and raised in Jackson, MS. Af-
ter graduating from Murrah High 
School, she earned a Bachelor’s in 
Broadcast Journalism with a double 
minor in French and English at the 
University of Southern Mississippi. 
By her senior year, she knew she 
had a calling to become an educa-
tor. McConnell enrolled at William 
Carey University where she would 
earn three graduate degrees. She 
began her teaching career in Hat-
tiesburg, MS.

Later, she moved closer to home 
and began teaching in Byram, MS. 
McConnell yearned to make an 
impact on her hometown, so she 
moved back to Jackson and began 
working at Wells APAC. After nine 
years in the classroom, McConnell 
was ready to help more children 
than just those in her classroom; 
therefore, she accepted a position 
at the entral fi ce o  ac son 
Public Schools. After 11 years in 
education, McConnell is dedicated 
now more than ever to show others 
the greatness that Jackson produces 
by bringing out the light of every 
child.
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Jackson Public 
Schools recognizes 

the excellence of JPS

Jim Hill alum 
Attorney Keith 

B. French 
donates designer 

basketball 
uniforms

to alma mater

Dr. Chinelo Bosah Evans, Administra-
tor of the Year

Linda Faye Arnold, Parent of the Year

Dr. Tamora McConnell, Support Staff of 
the Year

Attorney Keith French, and Public Figure Owner 
Rickey Robinson

Principal Bobby Brown and Attorney Keith French

Thea Thomas-Faulkner, District Leader 
of the Year

Ebony Marshall-Newsome, Teacher of 
the Year
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127 student-athletes earn GPAs of 3.0 or higher during fall semester
The Mississippi Valley State 

athletic department would like 
to recognize and congratulate 
the 127 student-athletes who 
have excelled in their respec-
tive sports as well as inside the 
classroom.

Among the scholarly athletes, 
65 individuals stood taller than 
the rest as they were able to 
maintain GPAs of 3.5 and above. 
Eleven of the university’s 13 
NCAA-sponsored sports pro-
grams were represented.

Football
Kalib Alexander (3.70)
Andrew Bartter (3.04)
Andrew Bloodsaw Jr. (3.18)
Eugentavious Blue (3.13)
Jeremiah Caine (3.70)
Sylvester Campbell (3.10)
Jarius Clayton (3.27)
Jalani Eason (3.90)
DePhabian Fant (3.25)
Orlando Fernandez (3.88)
Jayren Fox (3.52)
Markel Gladney (3.66)
Nakia Green (3.87)
Travis Hines (4.00)

Antione Howard (3.41)
Gregory Jean (3.06)
Donald Johnson III (3.33)
Carl Jones (3.07)
Jalen Jones (3.33)
Kaiyus Lewis (3.75)
Kyah Moore (3.17)
Morgan William (3.24)
D’Anthony Page (3.05)
Taylor Payne (3.34)
Dontavious Porter (3.70)
Eric Powell (3.00)
Elijah Rawlins (4.00)
Deione Reed (3.41)
Deivone Reed (3.31)
Ryon Rigsby (3.17)
Barry Robertson (3.80)

Jakobe Thomas (3.55)
Ronnie Thomas (3.39)
Deangelo Wagoner (4.00)
Verandre White (3.33)
Darius Williams (3.04)
Ricky Williams Jr. (3.66)
Terrance Williams (3.83)
Baseball
Darrien Chapman (3.25)
Ethan Charles (3.43)
Keith Harden (3.00)
Cedric Holt (3.27)
Eric Johnson (3.90)
Treadwell Kennedy (3.72)
Calvin McClendon (3.66)
Davon Mims (3.25)
Angel Perez (3.95)

Juan Reyes (3.06)
Jose Salazar-Ortega (3.30)
Iankel Santos (3.72)
Christopher Soeder (3.61)
Jan Tolentino (3.91)
Isaiah Valenzuela (3.43)
Antonio Walker (3.83)
James Walton (3.06)
Ty Washington (3.88)

ylan hitfi eld 3.
Joshua Wilson (3.31)
Johnathan Yandrich (4.00)
Men’s Basketball
John Aguer (3.66)
Elijah Davis (3.08)
Devin Gordon (3.17)
Caleb Hunter (3.13)
Jordan Johnson (3.54)
Daniel Umoh (3.86)
Q uoiren Waldon (3.32)
Kadar Waller (3.26)
Women’s Basketball
Jasmine Elliott (3.25)
Milia Gibson (3.66)
Kerrigan Johnson (3.33)
Z akiya Mahoney (3.12)
Sarah Moore (3.25)
Annya Moss (3.36)
Carria Smith (3.33)
Ronni Williams (3.66)

Kendria Wilson (3.72)
Men’s Track & Field / Cross 

Country
Calvin Adolph (3.56)
Chad Chandler (3.59)
Desmond Ferrell (3.70)
Elijah Johnson (3.41)
Stanley Rop (3.08)
Kiion Smith (3.26)
Women’s Track & Field / 

Cross Country
Michaela Brown (3.46)
Terreka Gibson (3.05)
Chanelle Houston (3.89)
Alice Kimutai (3.32)
Tremaija Neal (3.54)
Averi Sanders (3.80)
Makiah Sherman (3.48)
Myah Sherman (3.48)
Carrie Snipes (4.00)
Imani Walker (3.71)
Rickeysha White (3.11)
Soccer
Merica Abnathy (3.94)
Taiwo Badejo (3.79)
Madeleine Hebert (3.29)
McKenzie McCarthy (3.03)
Tallulah Nemet-Sargent (3.83)
Beatriz Olimpio-Kretteis 

(3.77)

Ananda Pritchett (3.97)
Softball
Brianna Alston (3.88)
Shelby Carson (3.62)
Jaylon Davis (3.82)
Naomi Drake (3.68)
Aulora Edwards (3.56)
Kyler Espadron (3.62)
Mykaila Fleming (3.00)
Morgan Gutierrez (4.00)
Aleyah Munford (3.11)
Daisy Page (3.77)
Cailyn Peterson (3.94)
Alina Salazar-Bowens (3.58)
Karlee Schierbeek (3.01)
Kathleen Sims (3.63)
Demi Slater (3.56)
Jade Smith (4.00)
Laeni Terrones (3.83)
Breeauna Troup (3.70)
Jewel Unga (4.00)
Sydney Wesley (4.00)
Keisha White (3.00)
Volleyball
Chardea Berthelot (3.25)
Takiyah Flynn (3.28)
Kiya Garza (3.57)
Seerdyn James (3.60)
Victoria Mallard (3.68)
Ellis Spencer (3.26)
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I’ve attended a lot of meet-
ings that discussed the grow-
ing violence in our society. 
“Road rage,” “Facebook rage,” 
“stepped on my shoe rage” and 
“you disrespected me rage”..
Blame was placed on the police, 
the district attorney s o fi ce, no 
jobs, no education opportuni-
ties, on gun control. All of these 
issues are problems, but is it the 
reason for all the violence we 
had in the United States?

According to U.S. Statista 
Research Department in 2020, 
13 to 20 year olds committed 
most of the violent crimes in 
the U.S. Most of the victims 
knew their perpetrator. People 
that are young, immature and 
lack self-control are commit-
ting most of the violent crimes 
in the U.S. 

More police, more convic-
tions nor more jobs will control 
this mental health issue that is 
causing the violence.

Two thirds of the U.S. teens 
have had an anger attack so 
severe they have destroyed 
property or threatened or at-
tacked another person. When 
these attacks continue it be-
comes a mental health issue 
called “intermittent explosive 

disorder”(IED). One in 12 teens 
may have this condition.

This is one of the most com-
mon teen disorders in America 
and is not being treated as much 
as it should. Anger is a big prob-
lem with teens when they can’t 
control it. I think we could solve 
some of the violence if we help 
our teens learn to control their 
anger. This condition can con-
tinue into adulthood. When it 
continues into adulthood it can 
lead to depression, drug use and 
alcoholism.

Most teens with IED have 
parents with violent tendencies 
or a parent with panic disorder. 
Teens in a situation with a par-

ent having a mental health issue 
will mimic the violence of the 
parent. 

There is not a lot o  scientifi c 
research being done on IED. 
The largest amount of study 
data comes from The U.S. Na-
tional Comorbidity Survey 
Replication Adolescent Supple-
ment. Most is published in the 
Archives of General Psychiatry. 
Their data revealed that 8% of 
U.S. teens met the criteria for 
IED. This means they have had 
a few explosive episodes of 
impulsive and aggressiveness 
behavior that was grossly out 
of proportion to any precipitat-
ing psychosocial stressor. This 

means what ever was going on 
with the teen, their response did 
not match the situation. This 
condition was more common 
among teens not living with 
their biological parents and 
those with the most siblings. 
The data also showed that there 
was very little treatment for this 
condition.

We don’t know what causes 
IED. We need to put more mon-
ey into mental health treatment 
and research. We need to focus 
on the factors that put teens at 
risk. We need to also focus on 
any identifi able prevention ac
tors.

Remember intermittent ex-
plosive disorder involves the 
repeated behavior, which is 
grossly out of proportion to the 
situation. Road rage, domestic 
abuse, throwing or breaking ob-
jects or other temper tantrums 
may be signs of intermittent 
explosive disorder. We see this 
everyday in our community.

Symptoms of IED:
•  Fits of rage
•  Increased energy
•  Irritability
•  Sudden episodes of impul-

sive behavior
•  Racing thoughts
•  Tingling
•  Tremors

•  Palpitations
•  Chest tightness
•  Temper tantrums
•  Heated arguments
•  Tirades
•  Slapping, shoving or push-

ing
•  Shouting
 hysical fi ghts and property 

damage
•  Threatening or assaulting.
If you feel your teen has inter-

mittent explosive disorder talk 
to your primary care physician 
(PCP). Your PCP may recom-
mend one or more diagnostic 
tests and procedures as part of 
an evaluation. You should try to 
eliminate physical conditions or 
other mental health issues that 
may be causing the symptoms.

our  can help you fi nd 
a psychiatrist that specializes 
in the branch of medicine con-
cerned with the diagnosis and 
treatment of mental illness. 
There is no cure for IED but you 
can gain control over behavior 
with treatment. There are inpa-
tient treatment programs you 
can use for treatment. There’s 
no single treatment that’s works 
best for teens with IED.

Remember your teen’s brain 
is growing mentally and their 
prefrontal cortex (the center for 
self-regulation, reasoning and 

impulse control) is not fully de-
veloped. You should not expect 
them to have clear decision-
making. Their brain can be 
trained.

Families can help teens by:
Help your teen to manage 

their anger
Developing healthy and 

meaningful connections with 
their family

Form well-developed social 
skills

Develop good sleep hygiene. 
oor sleeping habits signifi 

cantly affect our emotions, how 
we control them and our overall 
mental wellbeing.

Teenagers between 13 and 18 
years old should get around 8.5 
hours of sleep per night 

Learn and adopt problem 
solving by coming up with more 
than one solution to a problem.

Learn to think before taking 
action and fi nding creative or 
physical outlets for anger.

Try to understand and re-
frame situations to make a bet-
ter assessment of events.

Try to understand the emo-
tions that impact us and being 
capable of managing reactions 
to them.

Identify when to concede 
ground and when to push for a 
good outcome.

Our America is full of both 
problems and solutions. We test 
different theories and then make 
decisions.

Information provides us with 
the tool by which we make in-
formed choices. The problem 
with information is that we don’t 
always use it to make good deci-
sions.

For example, I knew growing 
up that I would suffer the con-
sequences of my choices. Even 
when I had the right informa-
tion, I made the incorrect deci-
sion. Why?  Hardheaded.

Maybe I thought that the facts 
did not apply to me. My think-

ing now is that I temporarily 
misplaced my thinking cap.

I think that is happening with 
the Coronavirus and the judg-
ments people are making about 
it. People have the facts yet are 
ignoring them or not believing 
them. I say that respectfully.

Many Americans are putting 
aside statistics about hospital 
stays and even deaths. They are 
using their own logic and rea-
soning to come up with their 
way to combat COVID-19.

I have been around long 
enough to know that we have 
different lens through which we 
look at life experiences.

No matter our different and 
varied experiences, COVID-19 
is a shared experience. We are 

all getting it and some have 
passed away from it.

To respond to citizens who 
want to be tested, the govern-
ment is giving away testing kits. 
Each family can get up to four 
testing kits. The website to order 
them is covid t est s.gov

You can expect to receive 
them within a two-week win-
dow. That is good news for peo-
ple who want to go the testing 
route.

Those who are choosing to 
be tested should also be aware 
of fake testing sites. They are 
in business and their reviews 
are not good. In other words, 
buyer beware. One such opera-
tion is called The Center for CO-
VID-19 Control. According to 

reports, they have testing loca-
tions across the country.

Michelle McDaniel, a cus-
tomer said, “I still haven’t heard 
anything. It was very frustrat-
ing.”

This company is being inves-
tigated by the Department of 
Justice in Oregon and the Better 
Business Bureau in many cities.

Liz Gerard, another duped 
customer said, “At the moment 
I was asked for my driver’s li-
cense number along with quite a 
bit of personal data that I thought 
was excessive, but I was sick, so 
I went along with it.”

If you are sick, then going 
to the doctor and getting some 
medication might be a good step 
to take. By not going to the doc-

tor, it might indicate that some 
people are on a COVID testing 
frenzy. You get sick and you au-
tomatically think you have the 
Omicron variant.

Now if you have been vacci-
nated and boosted, your chances 
are much better. It is my opin-
ion that too many people are not 
vaccinated and running to these 
testing sites on a regular basis.

That is their choice, and some 
will continue to do it. However, 
it is my hope that some minds 
will be changed and they will 
get vaccinated and boosted.

The Supreme Court ruled 
against a federal mandate for 
companies to require their em-
ployees to be vaccinated. How-
ever, SCOTUS did say that it 

would leave the decision up to 
the employers.

I think large companies will 
want to see their employees vac-
cinated. Chief executives see 
these statistics so I think they 
will make wise and prudent de-
cisions.

The sports world has also been 
affected by this vaccine dilem-
ma. Kyrie Irving of the Brooklyn 
Nets cannot play in New York 
because of the vaccine rules in 
that state. Novak Djokovic, the 
top ranked men’s tennis player in 
the world, will not be able to play 
in the Australian Open because 
he is un-vaccinated.

To vaccinate or to test?  Those 
are the choices. Which will you 
choose?

The Jimmy V Foundation 
for Cancer Research and ESPN 
have teamed up each year for 
15 years to raise awareness and 
funding to support life-saving 
cancer research. Phoenix Suns 
owner Robert Sarver has re-
mained a big supporter of the 
Jimmy V Foundation for Cancer 
Research.

With the annual V Week, 
which concluded in December 
of 2021, top sports and corporate 
world leaders pledged to work 
together to increase funding to 
help defeat cancer in America.

Named after the late North 
Carolina State Basketball coach 
Jimmy Valvano, the coach-
ing legend was diagnosed with 
metastatic adenocarcinoma, an 
aggressive form of cancer.

Today, the V Foundation has 
continued to work diligently to 
do more cancer research.

Despite his diagnosis, Jimmy 
V – as he was known – didn’t go 

down without a fi ght.
He set a standard for battling 

that remains part of sports folk-
lore.

At the inaugural ESPY 
Awards in 1993, Valvano re-
ceived the Arthur Ashe Courage 
and Humanitarian Award.

Because of his courageous 
fi ght against cancer, alvano 
remains the epitome of sports 
resiliency, determination and 
overachievement.

The late North Carolina State 

coach, who led his team to an 
improbable national champion-
ship in 1983, inspired an entire 
country and coaches and players 
everywhere.

But more than anything else, 
Valvano, who died at the age of 
46 on April 28, 1993, is known 
for never giving up.

The 2021 Jimmy V Week 
closed December 12 at Madi-
son Square Garden in New York 
with matchups between Tennes-
see vs. Texas Tech and Syracuse 

vs. Villanova.
“The mission – victory over 

cancer – is still as important 
as ever,” Pam Valvano Stasser, 
Valvano’s widow and mother of 
their three children, wrote in an 
op-ed.

hile fi nal numbers aren t 
yet available for 2021, last year’s 
Jimmy V Week for Cancer Re-
search raised more than $8.8 
million for cancer research – a 6 
percent year-over-year increase 
from 2019.

Sports fans, employees, 
leagues and the corporate com-
munity contributed.

And, like many other social 
equity causes, the Phoenix Suns 
remains on the frontlines to en-
sure public health research and 
healthcare equity for all com-
munities.

As one of the leading owners 
of a NBA team, Robert Sarver 
continues to promote health on 
the basketball court as well as 
off the court in communities 
where there are health dispari-

ties, in particular in communi-
ties of color. Sarver has also 
lived to battle his own fi ght to 
challenge heart disease.

Sarver’s father, Jack, passed 
away in 1979 at 58 after a battle 
with heart disease. Since then, 
Sarver has partnered with the 
University of Arizona to create 
the Sarver Heart Center.

Sarver said his childhood 
memories of his father’s valiant 
struggle still motivate him and 
his three sons to end the heritage 
of heart disease.

Founded in 1986, just three 
years after Valvano’s Wolfpack 
defeated the mighty Houston 
Cougars to win the NAACP 
championship, the Sarver Heart 
Center began with the goal of 
preventing and curing cardio-
vascular disease through the 
three pillars of research, educa-
tion and patient care.

Renamed in 1998 in recogni-
tion of generous support from 
the Sarver family, the center is 
composed of about 150 physi-

cians and scientists with national 
and international reputations.

According to the information 
posted on the hospital’s web-
site, the goal is to bring together 
scientists from complementary 
backgrounds and expertise to 
work collaboratively toward a 
future free of heart disease, vas-
cular disease and stroke.

The University of Arizona’s 
Sarver Heart Center has pursued 
life-saving innovations, research 
and patient care. They’ve re-
ported progress since the 1960s, 
when 40 percent of Americans 
died of cardiovascular disease. 
Today, that fi gure reportedly 
has decreased to 34 percent, and 
death from the illness now oc-
curs at an older age.

While Jimmy V week 2021 
recently closed, organizers said 
it’ll certainly return in 2022 to 
help bas etball fi ght or health
ier communities, and the Sarver 
Heart Center continues to leave 
a transformative legacy on be-
half of Jack Sarver.
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The University of Arizona’s Sarver Heart Center has pursued life-sav-
ing innovations, research and patient care. 
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Divorce af-
ter 10 years of 
being together. 
Te r m i n a t e d 
without cause 
after 3 years of 
employment. 
As I listened 

to my two friends describe 
how they were adjusting to the 
shock of those changes, all I 
could think about was the only 
major change I’d made recent-
ly was to get braids. Not much 
of a change compared to theirs.

The very familiar story of 
Joseph in the Old Testament 
is a good example of learning 
from sudden changes and their 
effects. He was sold into slav-
ery by his brothers, endured 
an unfair prison sentence and 
decades of separation from 
his family. Yet, in the midst 
of all the negative things that 
happened in his life, he was 
still willing to be used by 
God. When asked to interpret 

dreams of the Pharaoh, he gave 
a God inspired response. This 
response so impacted the Pha-
raoh that Joseph was not only 
released from jail, but he also 
was given a position of great 
importance in the government.

Through every transition 
that Joseph experienced, he 
remained in God’s favor. But 
they also show us that God 
was also working on Joseph. 
No longer was Joseph a boast-
ful teenager. He had matured 
into a man who recognized 
that God’s will and not his 
brother’s hatred had prevailed. 

Genesis 45:4-5 shows this as 
when Joseph revealed himself 
to his brothers, “I am Joseph 
your brother, whom you sold 
into Egypt. But now, do not 
therefore be grieved or angry 
with yourselves because you 
sold me here; for God sent me 
before you to preserve life.”

I encouraged my friends to 
remember Joseph and to try 
to see the great things that 
were ahead despite how things 

looked. Even though what they 
were going through wasn’t 
necessarily a good thing, 
God would turn it to good for 
them. I dutifully recited Ro-
mans 8:28 which says, “And 
we know that all things work 
together for good to those who 
love God, to those who are the 
called according to His pur-
pose.”

They said they were too an-
gry to accept the truth of those 
words. Being angry was un-
derstandable but I prayed that 
one day they would hopefully 
see the unwanted changes 
as an opportunity for a fresh 
start. ather than fi ght or com
plain about the process, I en-
couraged them to do their best 
to submit to the process and 
learn the specifi c lesson od 
had for them.

Sometimes sudden changes 
can leave us feeling rejected, 
ignored and devalued. How-
ever, sometimes God allows 
those things to happen not so 
we can focus on how others re-

spond to us but for us to refo-
cus on how we respond to the 
circumstances. Do we respond 
with grace and humility, or do 
we become petty and bitter?  

John 5:12 says “He cuts off 
every branch in me that bears 
no fruit, while every branch 
that does bear fruit he prunes 
so that it will be even more 
fruitful.”

These sudden changes could 
be seen as God’s way of matur-
ing us.

A few years later, both ad-
mitted that the pruning or 
cleansing their lives of things 
(and people) led to them hav-
ing the space to receive things 
(and people) that allow them to 
be fruitful and blessed.

Shewanda Riley is the au-
thor of “Love Hangover: Mov-
ing From Pain to Purpose Af-
ter a Relationship Ends” and 
“Writing to the Beat of God’s 
Heart: A Book of Prayers for 
Writers.” Email preservedby-
purpose@gmail.com or Twit-
ter @shewanda.
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WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
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Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

Do we know what 
happens when one 
hears the Gospel 
and then postpones 
salvation and con-
tinues to say no to 
God repeatedly?  

The Gospel becomes common. 
I fear that is what is working on 
many of us today. We can become 
hardened to the Gospel. Possibly, 
we who have not been raised in the 
church might be moved easily to an 
altar of prayer. However, we can 
become Gospel hardened because 
we have heard the message so many 
times. We can become less and less 
sensitive to the voice of God.

The things that once moved our 
hearts no longer move us because 
we have procrastinated. Often, 
I have seen evidence of people’s 
hearts becoming hardened when 
they hear the Gospel. The Gospel 
will turn a person’s heart to God, 
but if we do not listen to God; if we 
do not do something about it, it will 
turn our hearts further away from 
God.

If we are not a Christian, we 
are getting closer to hell than we 
have ever been because the Gospel 
changes us one way or the other. 
It is to have either a positive ef-

fect or a negative effect. There is 
something about God’s Word. The 
Bible says it “shall not return unto 
me void” (Isaiah 55:11). God’s pre-
cious Word will not return void. It 
accomplishes that which it is sent to 
accomplish.

Second Corinthians 2:15-16 says: 
“For we are unto God a sweet sa-
vour of Christ, in them that are 
saved, and in them that perish: To 
the one we are the savour of death 
unto death; and to the other the sa-
vour of life unto life. And who is 
su fi cient or these things  Those 
who are not saved by the Gospel 
will fi nd that the ospel has hard
ened their hearts.

Pharaoh hardened his own heart 
by neglecting warning after warn-
ing, so his repentance was insin-
cere. His heart grew calloused and 
indifferent. Plague after plague 
came from God, yet Pharaoh hard-
ened his heart. Pharaoh would not 
repent with godly sorrow, and since 
he would not do what God was urg-
ing him to do, God forced the issue 
so that his heart was forever hard-
ened. He died in the Red Sea with 
his army, forever to be an example 
of a man who would not hear God’s 
voice.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pastor 
of Joynes Road Church of God, 31 
Joynes Road, Hampton, VA 23669. 
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By the time 
most of us read 
this, the United 
States Senate 
would have tak-
en a vote on the 
Voting Rights 

Legislation that has been de-
layed for so long. While pas-
sage of the Voting Rights Act 
and the John Lewis Act would 
go a long way in nullifying the 
many voter suppression laws 
enacted during the past year in 
more than 28 states, we must 
all realize that this battle for 
the right to vote now rests with 
each and everyone of us. 

We must now understand that 
the issue is not one of whether 
we will have a democracy. The 
real issue is will we become a 

nation o  racists fi ghting to ill 
the continuation of a represen-
tative government that some 
of us think of as a democracy, 
or will we allow our future to 
rest with two individual mem-
bers of the Senate?  Will we 
allow citizenship suppression 
to become the symbol of de-
mocracy for those who truly 
believe that only a select few 
are to be counted in the limited 
and non-inclusive government 
that tramples on the rights of 
people of color and marginal-
ized citizens.

Because the attack on vot-
ing rights is so aggressive and 
uniform, those of us in favor 
and support of voting rights 
legislation must act now and 
take this cause beyond the nec-
essary votes needed to make 
the pending bills the law of the 
land. We must now register and 

re-register every person capa-
ble, of voting age, for the mid-
term elections which will take 
place this November 2022. 
We must check existing voter 
rolls for the names of all those 
who have been or are being 
“purged” for whatever reason. 

e must fi nd and re register 
those individuals so that they 
can be in good standing to vote 
in November. We must conduct 
election drills just as Dr. King 
and those in the Civil Rights 
demonstrations prepared for 
each march before they went 
out to be attacked by dogs and 
high powered water hoses. 

We must establish commit-
tees to look at and examine 
those persons seeking to run 
or o fi ce at all levels and test 

whether they have campaign 
proposals that would weaken 
both elections and tamper with 

the people who handle such 
elections. This would include 
laws against election workers, 
voting opportunities at the lo-
cal and state level as well as a 
national commitment to ensure 
that those elected to the House 
and Senate will maintain the 
control of those bodies to meet 
our goals.

We can’t wait to study the 
new electoral districts; we can’t 
wait to fi nd the right people to 
run or o fi ce or to start the 
fundraising that will be nec-
essary to change the projected 
Republican outcome for No-
vember 2022. Now is the time 
to start both here and with our 
families, friends and neighbors 
across this country. 

We must prove that no laws 
can stop an idea whose time 
has come with the people the 
laws were intended to serve.

On a recent 
Sunday broadcast 
of NBC’s “Meet 
the Press,” view-
ers witnessed a 
classic example 
of the decoupling 

of people of color from notions 
of America.

The program’s white host, 
Chuck Todd, had as his guest, 
Pulitzer Prize-winning jour-
nalist Nikole Hannah-Jones, to 
talk about conservatives’ lat-
est manufactured bogeyman, 
critical race theory.

In framing a question to 
his guest, Todd stated in 
part, “… [ P] arents are saying, 
‘ Hey, don’t make my kid feel 
guilty,’” and then said, “And I 
know a parent of color is go-
ing, ‘ What are you talking 
about?  You know, I’ve got to 
teach reality.’”

Hannah-Jones was quick to 
pick up the skewed mindset of 
the host and brought it to his 
attention.

“Well, I think you should 
think just a little bit about your 
framing… You said ‘ parents,’ 
and then you said, ‘ parents of 
color.’ So, the ‘ white’ is si-
lent,” she told him.

Continuing, she pointed out, 
“As a matter of fact, white par-
ents are representing fewer 
than half of all public school 
parents... And yet, they have 
an outsized voice in this de-
bate.”

Todd made a feeble attempt 
to walk back his racially tone-
deaf comment, but it was clear 
that his personal frame of ref-
erence “othered” parents of 
color and centered whiteness 
in the American narrative.

It seemed clear that to 
Todd, like to so many other 
white Americans, “American” 
means “white American” and 
the “white” is silent.

In our use of language, when 
an element is silent, we do not 
pronounce it, but it is there just 
the same. And in the normative 
concept of America, whiteness 
is always there, even when it is 

not pronounced.
Thought leaders in this 

country need to ask why, when 
whiteness is almost always 
present in so many American 
con  icts, it is silent in the re
lated conversations?

The American discourse 
about race is often framed in a 
way that erases black folk from 
the concept of society. This 
makes “white” the normative 
and the acknowledgment of 
everyone else an accommoda-
tion. Because of this, to many 
white Americans, “white” is a 
given.

Never does an election cycle 
go by without political pundits 
commenting on the voting pat-
terns of “suburban moms,” al-
though those patterns may be 
the exact opposite of the vot-
ing patterns of black mothers 
living in the suburbs. “Subur-
ban moms” is a term used in 
a way that erases the presence 
of black voters and centers the 
focus on whiteness. 

I want to make it clear that 
I do not believe Todd was 
knowingly engaged in trying 
to “other” or intentionally di-
minish the status of parents 
of color with his misstep. But 
Todd, like asymptomatic CO-
VID carriers, can wreak havoc 
on a community without even 
knowing that they are spread-
ing a deadly disease.

When someone gives an out-
sized voice to – or aggrandizes 
– whiteness, they may simply 
be responding to centuries of 
intergenerational social con-
ditioning without giving any 
critical thought to how they 
are processing their thoughts.

The late Archbishop Des-
mond Tutu, in a 2010 inter-
view on National Public Ra-
dio, recounted how he had 
once, as a conditioned re  ex, 
questioned the competence of 
the two black pilots of the air-
liner in which he was traveling 
when the weather got rough. 
The archbishop acknowledged 
that his moment of doubt was 
caused by a lifetime of be-
ing subjected to notions of 
white superiority and black 

incompetence. For years, in 
white dominated societies, the 
“white” was silent in “airline 
pilots.”

If Archbishop Tutu was not 
immune to racist stereotyping, 
it is easy to understand how 
Chuck Todd could fall short 
in his reasoning. But in this 
day and age, we need to criti-
cally explore where the silent 
“white” comes from and its 
impact on America today.

The type of logical discon-
nect that gives us the silent 
“white” in “white suburban 
moms” can be better under-
stood by considering the silent 
“p” in the word “pterodactyl.”

Pterodactyl comes from 
two Greek words, “pteron” 
meaning wing and “daktulos” 
meaning fi nger. This is an apt 
description of the prehistoric 
 ying reptile with fi ngers on 

its wings.
But the sound that begins 

the word pterodactyl in Greek 
does not occur in English, so 
rather than create a new word, 
we pronounce the Greek word 
differently to conform it to the 
English tongue. But when you 
remove the “p,” the remaining 
word is nonsensical and dis-
connected from logic.

There are many long theses 
explaining why silent letters 
persist in the English lan-
guage, but to be brief, they re-
sulted from the introduction of 
the printing press. Originally, 
English was totally phonetic 
and English speakers pro-
nounced every letter in a word. 
But over the centuries, loan-
words were introduced from 
around the world. These loan-
words were printed as they 
were received from foreign 
tongues. But as the pronuncia-
tion of these words yielded to 
social forces and were altered 
into anglicized versions, their 
spelling remained fi xed by the 
literate segment of the society. 
Letters without phonic utility 
remained on the printed page 
as traces of history but disap-
peared from the spoken word.

Just as the logical Greek “pt” 
in pterodactyl is a trace of the 

historical origins of that word, 
“white suburban moms” evi-
dences the origins of the cur-
rent political term “suburban 
moms.” But just as pterodactyl 
without the “p” is a logical dis-
connect, so is white suburban 
moms without the “white.”

We now have the ubiquitous 
silent “white” because in years 
past, the white supremacists 
who set many of the norms 
under which we struggle to-
day, clearly articulated a 
preference for whites to reap 
the lion’s share of what this 
world had to offer. There was 
no necessity for them to dis-
semble on this point because 
black folk and other people of 
color had no rights the white 
man was bound to recognize, 
according to U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Roger Taney in 
the Dred Scott decision. But 
over the course of time, with 
the rise of new nations in Afri-
ca, Asia and elsewhere, whites 
had to tamp down their hubris 
and arrogance in order to en-
oy the benefi ts o  a new global 

economy. “White” had to be-
come an unspoken and unwrit-
ten inference.

But while “white” had to 
become silent due to social 
pressure, the logic of the silent 
“white” underpinning the ex-
pressions remained written in 
the continuing effects of white 
supremacy. And therein lies 
the root of the logical discon-
nect.

Pundits don’t say “white sub-
urban moms,” and Chuck Todd 
did not say “white parents” 
that Sunday morning. But its 
presence is loud and clear.

We must listen critically to 
what is being said with the un-
derstanding of what is meant 
by the silent “white” in state-
ments. And we must let this 
understanding inform our ac-
tions.

O s c ar H.  B layt o n is  a f o r-
m er M arine C o rp s  c o m b at  p i-
lo t  and h um an rig h t s  ac t iv is t  
w h o  p rac t ic es  law  in V irg inia.  
His  earlier c o m m ent aries  m ay 
b e f o und at  h t t p s : / / o b layt o n1 .
m edium . c o m /

P r e s i d e n t 
Joe Biden 
could have 
delivered his 
recent voting 
rights message 
to U.S. sena-

tors from the White House 
just down Pennsylvania Av-
enue from the Capitol. In-
stead, he and Vice President 
Kamala Harris traveled to 
Atlanta a few days before 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 
It was the perfect place for 
the president’s powerful 
message urging senators to 
be on the right side of history 
by doing whatever it takes to 
get voting rights legislation 
passed and put on the presi-
dent’s desk.

The president and vice 
president visited King’s 
church before traveling to 
Morehouse College, King’s 
alma mater. They spoke in 
a place represented long and 
nobly by the late civil rights 
champion and congressman 
John Lewis.

I was honored to be in at-
tendance, surrounded by 
friends and colleagues in 
the voting rights movement. 
History was all around us. I 
could feel the presence of so 
many witnesses, including 
those who gave their very 
lives to the cause.

I had to think that Dr. King 
and the late Rep. John Lewis 
would appreciate that some 
of us sitting in the front row 
for the president’s speech had 
been on the front lines just a 
few weeks earlier. We were 
arrested outside the White 
House while urging the presi-
dent to put the full power of 
the presidency behind a push 
for voting rights protections.

King and Lewis had great 
strategic understanding of 
the power of nonviolent di-
rect action to highlight in-
justice, to motivate support-
ers, to stir the conscience of 
those on the sidelines – and 
sometimes to light a fi re un
der allie.

The invitation extended by 
the White House to those of 
us arrested outside its gates 
in November was a sign that 
the president appreciates the 
urgency that drove our di-
rect action. President Lyndon 
Johnson and Martin Luther 
King were partners in pass-
ing civil and voting rights 
laws, and each understood 
that movement leaders had 
a different role to play than 
the politicians. Some voting 
rights advocates held a sit-
in inside the White House 
itself just days before Presi-
dent Johnson made his fa-
mous “We Shall Overcome” 
speech calling on Congress 
to uphold American ideals by 

passing voting rights legisla-
tion.

Voting rights advocates 
have known all along that 
President Biden was an ally. 
He has publicly criticized the 
wave of voting restrictions 
passed by Republican states 
after record voter turnout in 
2022 led to former President 
Donald Trump’s defeat. We 
respected the importance of 
other items on the president’s 
legislative agenda, including 
investments in infrastructure 
and the American people.

But we watched with in-
creasing alarm as Republi-
cans in the U.S. senate used 
fi libuster rules to repeat
edly block action on federal 
voting rights bills that are 
needed to override voter sup-
pression and brazen election 
subversion schemes being 
put in place in key states. 
We saw time running out to 
reverse these changes before 
the 2022 elections.

So we took to the streets 
and called on the president to 
make the case to U.S. sena-
tors that the right to vote is 
far more important to our 
democracy than the current 
version o  the enate s fi li
buster rules.

President Biden rose to 
the occasion in Atlanta. “To 
protect our democracy, I 
support changing the Senate 
rules, whichever way they 
need to be changed, to pre-
vent a minority of senators 
from blocking action on vot-
ing rights.” he said. “When it 
comes to protecting majority 
rule in America, the major-
ity should rule in the United 
States Senate.”

“I will not yield,” President 
iden said.  will not  inch. 

I will defend the right to vote 
and our democracy against 
all enemies, foreign, and yes, 
domestic.”

I believe that the presi-
dent’s call to action was a re-
minder of the power of direct 
action. And a reminder of the 
power of the people – that 
when it comes to preserving 
voting rights and our democ-
racy, we must all remain vig-
ilant and willing to act with 
what Dr. King called “the 
fi erce urgency o  now.

B en J ealo us  s erv es  as  
p res ident  o f  P eo p le F o r t h e 
A m eric an W ay.  J ealo us  h as  
dec ades  o f  ex p erienc e as  
a leader,  c o alit io n b uilder,  
c am p aig ner f o r s o c ial j us -
tice and seasoned nonprofi t 
ex ec ut iv e.  I n 2 0 0 8 ,  h e w as  
c h o s en as  t h e yo ung es t - ev er 
p res ident  and C E O  o f  t h e 
N A A C P .  He is  a g raduat e o f  
C o lum b ia U niv ers it y and O x -
f o rd,  w h ere h e w as  a R h o des  
Sc h o lar,  and h e h as  t aug h t  at  
P rinc et o n and t h e U niv ers it y 
o f  P enns ylv ania.
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No matter the vote: 
We can’t wait

The silent “white” 
in America

From MLK’s 
alma mater 
and John 

Lewis’ district, 
reminders

of the power 
of direct 
action

By Oscar H. Blayton
Pres. B l ack  Chamb er of  Commerce

 By Ben Jealous
Peopl e F or the American Way

 By Dr. John Warren
San D ieg o V oice and 
V iewpoint/ NNPA M emb er
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LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING 

ZONING CASE NO. 4156

B y  v irtue of and purs uant to th e auth ority  and direc tion of th at O rdinanc e b y  th e City  
Counc il  of J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi,  appearing in M inute B ook  3 G  at page 115  th ereof,  
notic e is  h ereb y  giv en to al l  pers ons  interes ted in or in any  w ay  affec ted th ereb y ,  th at 
Jill Reyes has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application re-
questing a Rezoning from R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District to I-1 (Light) Indus-
trial District to allow for a construction storage site for property located at 0 McRaven 
Rd (Parcel 825-410)  in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and 
b eing more partic ul arl y  des c rib ed as :

ALL THAT PT SW ¼ SE ¼ SOUTH OF THE RAILROAD LESS 4 ACRES 
IN THE NE CORNER, ALL IN SECTION 3, T5N, R1W

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street 
in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, January 26, 2022, at which time 
al l  parties  interes ted in or affec ted th ereb y  w il l  b e h eard b oth  pro and c on on s aid 
question, after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board 
can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto 
may  b e made b y  any  pers on ow ning property  w ith in th e area,  and if made in w riting 
must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made 
to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to 
ac c ommodate c itiz ens  need for interpreters  or aux il iary  aids  for th e v is ual l y / h earing 
impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE 
THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN 
PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DIS-
TANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELE-
CONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO 
REGISTER PRIOR TO JANUARY 19, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 27th day of December 2021.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City  of J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi

1/6/2022, 1/20/2022

LEGALLEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT 

ZONING CASE NO. 4157

B y  v irtue of and purs uant to th e auth ority  and direc tion of th at O rdinanc e b y  th e City  Counc il  of 
J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi,  appearing in M inute B ook  3 G  at page 115  th ereof,  notic e is  h ereb y  giv en 
to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Westhaven Memorial Funeral 
Home has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting 
a Use Permit to allow for the extension of services offered for an existing business within a 
C80-C3 (General) Commercial Subdistrict on property located at 4660 Highway 80 W. (Parcel 
822-365), in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly 
des c rib ed as :

A certain lot or parcel of land being situated in Lots 6 and 7; Block 1, Van Winkle Estates, Part 
2, in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, being more particularly described 
b y  metes  and b ounds  as  fol l ow s :

Beginning at a point in the South line of Summer Place, a subdivision of part of Lot 5, Block 1, 
Van Winkle Estates, Part 2, said point of beginning being the Southwest corner of Lot 7 of said 
Summer Place, run thence Westerly along the South line of Summer Place for a distance of 50 
feet; turn thence to the left through an angle of 83 degrees 07 minutes and run Southwesterly 
81 feet to an iron stake, said point being the point of beginning of the land herein described, a 
point of beginning of survey herein described; turn thence to the left and through an angle of 
59 degrees 42 minutes and run Southwesterly 189.5 feet to the northern right-of-way of U.S. 
Highway No. 80; turn thence to the right through an angle of 88 degrees 48 minutes and run 
northwesterly along the northern right-of-way of U.S. Highway No. 80, 100 feet to a point; turn 
thence to the right through an angle of 59 degrees 12 minutes and run Northeasterly 133.2 feet 
to a point; turn thence to the right through an angle of 59 degrees 42 minutes and run Easterly 
115.6 feet to the point of beginning.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Con-
ference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, January 26, 2022, at which time all parties interested in 
or affec ted th ereb y  w il l  b e h eard b oth  pro and c on on s aid q ues tion,  after w h ic h  a rec ord w il l  
be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City 
Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within 
the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time 
if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request 
is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to 
accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE OP-
TION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH 
REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIRE-
MENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY 
EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER PRIOR TO JANUARY 
19, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 27th day of December 2021.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City  of J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi

1/6/2022, 1/20/2022

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING 

ZONING CASE NO. 4158

B y vi rtue of and pursu ant to th e auth ority and direct ion of th at O rdinance  b y th e City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, no-
tice  is h ereb y give n to al l  perso ns interest ed in or in any w ay affect ed th ereb y ,  th at 
Elizabeth & Bill Brister has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an ap-
plication requesting a Rezoning from R-1A (Single-Family) Residential District to NMU–1 
(Neighborhood) Mixed-Use District to allow for the development of multi-family apart-
ments and/or condominiums to complement the changing character of the neighbor-
hood at the property located at 4562 N. State St. (Parcels 433-181, 433-182, 433-183 
& 433-185), in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more 
particu l arl y descr ib ed as:

Parcel 433-181
Lot 1, Block H, G.I. Subdivision, a subdivision according to map or plat thereof which is 
on fi le and of record in the Offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, in Plat Book 8 
at Page 29, reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

Parcel 433-182
Lot 2, Block H, G.I. Subdivision, a subdivision according to map or plate thereof which is 
on fi le and of record in the Offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, in Plat Book 8 
at Page 29, reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.
Parcel 433-183
Lot 3, Block H, G.I. Subdivision, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof on fi le 
and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County at Jackson, Mississippi in Plat Book 8 at Page 29, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of an as a part of this description.
Parcel 433-185
Lot 5, Block H, G.I. Subdivision, a subdivision according to map or plat thereof which is 
on fi le and of record in the Offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, in Plat Book 8 
at Page 29, reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, January 26, 2022, at which time all 
parties interest ed in or affect ed th ereb y w il l  b e h eard b oth  pro and co n on sa id q uest ion,  
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the 
City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof 
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator 
at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PER-
SON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANC-
ING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFER-
ENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER 
PRIOR TO JANUARY 19, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 27th day of December 2021.

1/6/2022, 1/20/2022

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

SIGN VARIANCE FOR SMILOW PREP

THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE SIGN 
VARIANCE FOR SMILOW PREP TO RECEIVE CITIZEN INPUT IS SCHEDULED FOR 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2022 AT 10:00 A.M. IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE CITY 
HALL BUILDING, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MS, 39201.  INTER-
ESTED CITIZENS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND.  PLEASE CONTACT THE SIGNS 
& LICENSE DIVISION (601) 960-1154 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

1/20/2022, 1/27/2022

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT 

ZONING CASE NO. 4159

B y vi rtue of and pursu ant to th e auth ority and direct ion of th at O rdinance  b y th e City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, no-
tice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Kam-
berly C. Ledford has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application 
requesting a Use Permit to allow for a tattoo parlor within a C-3 (General) Commercial 
District on property located at 1411 Old Square Rd. (Parcel 511-475-6), in the First Ju-
dicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

The following described land and property situated in the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County, Mississippi, to wic-Lot 6 and part of Lot 7, OLD SQUARE, according to the plat 
on fi le in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, as 
now recorded in Plat Book 28 at Page 23, containing 20, 145.21 square feet or 0.4625 
acr es,  more or l ess,  and b eing more particu l arl y descr ib ed as fol l ow s:

Begin at the Northwest corner of the above mentioned Lot 6; said point Iso being on the 
South right of way of Old Square (as now laid out and in use, April, 1981); run thence 
easterly and along the said South right of way of Old Square (as now laid out and in use, 
April, 1981); run thence easterly and along the said South right of way of Old Square for 
a distance of 106.27 feet to the Point of Curvature of a 48.9164 degree curve to the right 
for a distance of 70.36 feet; thence leaving said curve and the said South right away of 
Old Square, turn right through a defl ection angle of 84 degrees 36 minutes 50 seconds 
and run southerly for a distance of 106.78 feet to the South line of the aforementioned 
Lot 7; turn thence right through a defl ection angle of 77 degrees 54 minutes and run 
westerly and along the said South line of said Lot 7 and an extension thereof, said exten-
sion being the South line of the aforementioned Lot 6 for a distance of 151.0 feet to the 
Southwest corner of Lot 6; turn thence right through a defl ection angle of 90 degrees 00 
minutes and run northerly and along the West line of said Lot 6 for a distance of 125.55 
feet to the Point of Beginning.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, January 26, 2022, at which time all 
parties interest ed in or affect ed th ereb y w il l  b e h eard b oth  pro and co n on sa id q uest ion,  
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the 
City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof 
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator 
at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PER-
SON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANC-
ING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFER-
ENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER 
PRIOR TO JANUARY 19, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 27th day of December 2021.

1/6/2022, 1/20/2022

1/20/2022



COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN TRAINING
PROGRAMS From Ultimate Medical
Academy Offer Quality Healthcare
Education to Students 100% online.-
Ultimate Medical Academy: 1-866-664-
4140
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Office
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained,
Certified and ready to work in months!
Call 833-992-0228. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

WE ARE HIRING EXPERIENCED REAL
ESTATE AGENTS. Must be interested in
building a strong business. Email resume
to frontdesk@simplyrealestatellc.com or
call 985-348-0007

GENERAC STANDBY GENERATORS
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a free quote today! Call
for additional terms and conditions. 1-
844-316-8630
THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare
for power outages and power your home.
Full installation services available. $0
Down Financing Option. Request a FREE,
no obligation, quote today. Call 1-844-
355-7099.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior and
Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-1028

AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save! Call: 833-678-0500
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
w w w. d e n t a l 5 0 p l u s . c o m / m s p r e s s
#6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

DIRECTV FOR $69.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Package. Watch
your favorite live sports, news and enter-
tainment anywhere. One year of HBO
Max FREE. Directv is #1 in Customer
Satisfaction (JD Power and Assoc.) Call
for more details! (some restrictions apply)
Call 1-855-978-3110
DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
8 7 7 - 6 2 8 -
3143

If you or a loved one worked around the
pesticide ROUNDUP (glyphosate), for at
least two years and has been diagnosed
with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, you may
be entitled to compensation. To learn
more, call now: 844-327-3556

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING,
memory care, or independent living? A
Place for Mom simplifies the process of
finding senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-855-530-0567 today!
STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR
DISEASE are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-855-393-
5067.

Week of January 16, 2022

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g I n s u r a n c e

H o m e I m p r o v e m e n t

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

F o r S a l e

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

E m p l o y m e n t

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE

In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3 118  Liv ing st o n R o a d
CASH & CARRY
C a pit o l St r eet   a nd Mo num ent  St r eet
CITY HALL
219  S Pr esident  St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
26 5 9  Liv ing st o n R o a d
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 9 5 7 N o r t hv iew D r  ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
203 0 N  Siwell R d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
43 3 1 H ig hwa y 8 0W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5 9 9 0 Medg a r  E v er s B lv d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 C a pit o l St  ( D o wnt o wn J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 04 B r ia r wo o d D r
DOLLAR GENERAL 
28 5 5  Mc D o well R d
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Ter r y R d
J & A FUEL STORES
3 249  Medg a r  E v er s  B lv d.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
23 25  Liv ing st o n R d.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
N o r t hside D r iv e
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
6 5 3  D uling  A v enue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
J a c kso n Medic a l Ma ll 
3 5 0 W  W o o dr o w W ilso n A v enue
SHELL FOOD MART
5 49 2 W a t kins D r iv e

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6 3 9 4 R idg ewo o d R d ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Ter r y R d ( So ut h J a c kso n)
WALGREENS 
3 8 0 W .  W o o dr o w W ilso n A v e

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - anton, MS
B & B
702 est orth Street - anton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 orth Liberty - anton, MS
BULLY’S STORE

hurch Street - anton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - anton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther ing Drive - anton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - anton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 hurch Street - anton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 est Fulton Street - anton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - anton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - anton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 estside Drive - anton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125  Swing ing  B r idg e  D r .
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5 777 Ter r y R o a d
CITY HALL
Ter r y  R o a d

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - linton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
a t  E x it  78
CITY HALL 
W est   C unning ha m   A v enue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
5 05  E .  Ma in St r eet
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port ibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 . Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 . ourt Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 ourtyard S uare, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi H wy 18
PITT STOP 
101 H wy 18  &  27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL
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CALL NOW 
1-888-473-0230

The World’s Most 
Advanced Medical 
Alert System
Voice-Activated! 
No Wi-Fi Needed!

O�er code: CARE20

$20 OFF 
Mobile Companion

CALL NOW 
1-888-473-0230

The World’s Most 
Advanced Medical 
Alert System
Voice-Activated! 
No Wi-Fi Needed!

O�er code: CARE20

$20 OFF 
Mobile Companion

CALL NOW 
1-888-473-0230

The World’s Most 
Advanced Medical 
Alert System
Voice-Activated! 
No Wi-Fi Needed!

O�er code: CARE20

$20 OFF 
Mobile Companion

PASS
3.792 x 4

48 Web
3.556 x 4

46 Web
3.33 x 4

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL 
OFFER!*

(844) 355-7099

*O�er value when purchased at retail. 
**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.
Solar panels sold separately.

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

*Financing available through authorized Generac partners.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 
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Hip-hop pioneer Jay-Z  and 
Team ROC, the social justice 
side of his entertainment com-
pany, have demanded the U.S. 
Department of Justice probe 
the Kansas City, Kansas, Po-
lice Department for systemic 
misconduct.

Jay-Z , whose real name is 
Shawn Carter, joined in writ-
ing an open letter to the Justice 
Department stating that there’s 
no excuse to justify the depart-
ment’s silence.

The letter asserted that 
“there is enough evidence of 
systemic police misconduct 
in the department that a pat-
tern of practice investigation 
is necessary to review allega-
tions of wrongdoing and dis-
crimination.”

The nonprofi t idwest n
nocence Project has joined 
Team ROC in the call for an 
investigation.

“The DOJ’s continued in-
action tells targeted minor-
ity communities held hostage 
to the whims of the carceral 
state that justice does not ex-
ist for them, that their lives do 
not matter,” the organization 
wrote in the letter addressed 
to Associate Attorney General 
Vanita Gupta.

Alex Shapiro, Team ROC’s 
lawyer, said incidents they’ve 

uncovered include a former 
Kansas City detective whom 
federal authorities investigated 
in 2021 over allegations of ex-
ploiting black women for sex 
and framing individuals for 
crimes they did not commit.

Shapiro noted that FBI re-
cords dating to the 1990s 
found numerous allegations of 
civil rights violations. About 

 ansas ity police o fi 
cers were accused of miscon-
duct and excessive force com-
plaints over the years.

“They kept hitting our desk 
over and over again, and we 
knew we had to get involved,” 
Shapiro told reporters.

In its letter to the Justice 
Department, Team ROC noted 
that “we’ve seen the cover-up 
unfold right before our eyes. 
And yet here we are having to 
plead with you to ensure the 
Justice Department allows the 

. . ttorney s fi ce to do 
the right thing.

“Because after years of de-
nial and avoidance by the U.S. 

ttorney s o fi ce, your depart
ment, and despite the lives that 
have been broken and ruined 
by their criminal actions and 
your inaction, there’s still time 
for you, as a leader in the de-
partment, to lift this city and 
these people up and out of the 
hell that has been their con-
stant companion.”

Rap mogul 
Jay-Z and Team 

ROC demand 
DOJ investigate 

racism, 
corruption 

in KC Police 
Department

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior Correspondent

A recent increase in the Pell 
Grant awarded to low-income 
college students who need fi nan
cial help paying for their tuition 
or other educational needs will 
not be going to the nearly one 
million students who choose a 
career and proprietary schools.

That’s because the Build Back 
Better bill that passed the House 
in late November, by a vote of 
220-213, mostly along party 
lines, has a one-line provision 
tucked away on page 76 of the 
2,135-page bill that excludes un-
derserved college students who 
choose a career or proprietary 
colleges for their academic stud-
ies from the $550 increase in Pell 
benefi ts.

“We need to do more to bring 
accountability to all sectors 
of higher education; however, 
punishing students does not ac-
complish that objective. Any 
accountability rules should be 
focused on institutions, not stu-
dents,” said a letter signed by 
13 Democrats encouraging a 
change in the bill that would al-
low the additional students to re-
ceive the increase. “Financial aid 
professionals agree this is not the 
right policy approach.”

The Pell Grant program, which 
dates back a half-century, has 
been among the strongest sup-
port to expanding access for low-
income students, which largely 
include African Americans and 
other students of color. Some 
go as far as describing the Pell 
Grants as the “Cornerstone of 
African-American Higher Edu-
cation.  ore than  million low
income undergraduate students 
receive Pell Grants every year.

This new proposal, if left in by 

the Senate, which is now negoti-
ating the bill, puts the legacy of 

ell rants at ris . oreover, it 
appears contrary to the principles 
of the Build Back Better bill to 
support low-income people who 
may seek the less costly and con-
venient career colleges. A White 
House description of the bill says 
it aims to “expand access to af-
fordable, high-quality education 
beyond high school.”

The following are more details 
of how the legislation would im-
pact students and states:

•  Some states are big losers 
with this new provision. Statisti-
cal data from the Department of 
Education confi rms that many 
states are disproportionately 
harmed by the proposal, includ-
ing West Virginia and Arizona. 
For example with 120,000 Ari-
zona students choosing propri-
etary colleges for their schooling 
every year, the state is going to 
lose approximately $66 million 
each year.

•  The House proposal will 
exclude a signifi cant number 
of low-income and students of 
color. The Pell Grant program is 
particularly important for black 

students, as roughly 58 percent 
of African Americans, 47 per-
cent of Hispanic students receive 
Pell grants. Approximately 70 
percent of all Pell Grant funding 
goes to students whose family 
income is below $30,000, and 
95 percent goes to students with 
family incomes below $60,000.

•  While Congress excludes 
these career college students, 
Congressional staff continue to 
receive generous college debt 
repayment benefi ts. oth the 
House and Senate offer very 
generous college re-payment 
programs. Recently, Congress 
capped the tuition assistance pro-
gram at $60,000 for House staff 
members and $40,000, for Sen-
ate staff over their Capitol Hill 
career. With House staff receiv-
ing up to $10,000 a year in col-
lege tuition repayment, the annu-
al benefi t can be larger than what 
Pell Grant recipients receive.

The controversy over the Pell 
is slowly growing into yet an-
other fi ght on apitol ill as 
or profi t colleges discover the 

omission.
Democrats “clearly hoped they 

would be able to slip this in and 

nobody would notice, and the 
process would move so quickly 
that nothing could be done about 
it. Of course, that hasn’t been the 
case,” Politico quotes Jason Alt-
mire. Altmire is a former Demo-
cratic congressman who is now 
president and CEO of Career 
Education Colleges and Univer-
sities, the main trade association 
for career colleges. Altmire indi-
cated that he believes the move 
could also dissuade students 
rom going to or profi t schools 

necessary for their careers.
Thirteen House Democrats 

had sent a letter to Democratic 
leaders urging them to rescind 
the proposal and ma e or profi t 
college students eligible for the 
Pell increase.

The letter states, “The National 
Association of Student Financial 
Aid Administrators also oppos-
es this proposal and believes it 
would add an unprecedented and 
overly complicated administra-
tive burden for schools and stu-
dents. Congress has never passed 
legislation creating this type of 
distinction in the Pell Grant pro-
gram. We urge you not to break 
from that bipartisan tradition and 
hope you will ensure that all low-
income students are eligible for 
the expanded Pell Grant.”

The 13 lawmakers who signed 
on the letter, led by Al Lawson 
(D-Fla.) and Veronica Escobar 
(D-Texas); include Anthony G. 

rown  d.  im osta 
Calif.); Ted Deutch (D-Fla.); 

an ord ishop a.  ad
eleine Dean (D-Pa.); Darren 
Soto (D-Fla.); Troy A. Carter, 
Sr. (D-La.); Adriano Espail- lat 
(D-N.Y.); Tom O’Halloran (D- 
Ariz.); Thomas Suozzi (D-N.Y.); 
and Congress Elaine Luria, (D- 
Va.).

Pell Grant increases 
denied to students
at career colleges

et  ix could be a dominant 
force at next month’s NAACP Im-
age Awards.

The streaming giant on Tuesday 
emerged with a leading 52 nomi-
nations including the fi lm The 
Harder They Fall.’’ The movie 
– featuring a large starry cast in-
cluding Regina King, Jonathan 

a ors, dris Elba and a eith 
tanfi eld  pulled in 1  nomina

tions, including for best picture. 
et  ix landed 3 nominations in 

the television/ streaming catego-
ries.

“The Harder They Fall,’’ pro-
duced by Jay-Z , is based on real 
black characters from the Old 
West who have generally been 
overlooked in the genre. The 
story follows Nat Love, a cowboy 
whose gun-slinging crew face off 
with Rufus Black, an outlaw who 
killed Love’s parents years ago.

Issa Rae’s “Insecure’’ earned 13 
nominations including best com-
edy television series. “Harlem,’’ 
“black-ish,’’ “Run the World’’ and 
“The Upshaws” are also compet-
ing for best comedy series. “The 
Upshaws” and “Colin in Black 

 hite  are among the et  ix 
series recognized by the Image 
Awards.

H.E.R. received the most nomi-
nations in the music recording 
categories with six, including best 
female artist and album for her 
pro ect ac  o  y ind.  he 
will compete in the outstanding 

album category against Silk Son-
ic’s “An Evening with Silk Sonic,’’ 

ra e s ertifi ed over oy,  
Jazmine Sullivan’s “Heaux Tales’’ 
and “When It’s All Said and Done. 
Take Time’’ by Giveon.’’

Regina King will compete for 
entertainer of the year against Lil 

as , egan Thee tallion, en
nifer Hudson and Tiffany Had-
dish.

The nominees were announced 
by blac ish  actor arcus 
Scribner, singer Tinashe and ac-
tor/ musician Kyla Pratt.

In addition to “The Harder 
They Fall,’’ the nominees for best 

picture are “King Richard,’’ “Re-
spect,’’ “The United States vs. Bil-
lie Holiday’’ and “Judas and the 

lac  essiah.
tanfi eld could come away with 

best leading and supporting ac-
tor trophies. He’s nominated for 
best actor in a fi lm or his role in 

udas and the lac  essiah  
and his supporting efforts in “The 
Harder They Fall.’’

or best actor, tanfi eld will 
compete against Denzel Wash-
ington, a ors, ahershala li 
and Will Smith.

The nominees for best actress 
in a fi lm are ndra ay, alle 

Berry, Jennifer Hudson, Tessa 
Thompson and Z endaya.

RCA Records might make 
its presence felt with the most 
nominations across record labels. 
The label garnered 15 nomina-
tions with the musical success of 
H.E.R, Sullivan, Doja Cat and 
Kirk Franklin.

With the rise in COVID-19 cas-
es, the awards honoring entertain-
ers and writers of color will move 
forward without an in-person 
audience. The two-hour awards 
show, hosted by Anthony Ander-
son, will be broadcast Feb. 26 on 
BET at 8 p.m. EST.

‘The Harder They Fall,’ ‘Insecure,’ 
H.E.R. nab NAACP awards noms

 By Hazel Trice Edney 
Trice Edney Newswire

13 Lawmakers signed on a letter led by Al Lawson (D-Fla.) to make for-
profi t college students eligible for the Pell increase.

This image released by Netfl ix shows Regina King, center, from the fi lm “The Harder They Fall.” DAVID LEE/
NETFLIX VIA AP

Jonathan Landrum Jr.
AP Entertainment Writer

Jay-Z
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On January 14, 2022, 
Mary Church Terrell Lit-
erary Club celebrated Hu-
man Relation Day honor-
ing the life and teachings 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. The club donated non-
perishable food items to the 
Salvation Army Food Pan-
try. The donation consisted 
of food items provided by 
individual club members 
in support of the effort of 
the club engaging in com-
munity action of feeding 
the homeless and others in 
need in the Jackson and sur-
rounding communities.

Mississippi’s capital is 
renaming one of its major 
streets for a Grammy-win-
ning blues singer who lives in 
the city.

The Jackson City Coun-
cil voted Tuesday to rename 
Ellis Avenue to Bobby Rush 
Boulevard, WLBT-TV re-
ported. The north-south cor-
ridor provides a direct route 
from Interstate 20 to the Jack-
son Z oo.

The name change takes ef-
fect in a month.

Rush has won two Grammy 
Awards for best traditional 
blues album, one in 2016 and 
one in 2020.

Rush is a Louisiana native 
and lived in Arkansas and 
Chicago before moving to 
Jackson in the 1980s. A Mis-
sissippi Blues Trail marker 
says Rush is known for a 
“folk funk’’ style.

He spoke to the Jackson 
City Council in April when 
a member fi rst proposed re
naming the street for him. He 
said he and his family faced 
racism in the Jim Crow South.

“I remember three white 
guys, two riding a horse and 
one guy leading a horse, 
when my daddy was getting 
hay out of a barn as a black 
man. They asked my mom, 

‘ What are you doing with 
this n-word? ,’” Rush said. He 
said his mother replied that 
she is also black.

“She had to go into the 
store and prove she was a 
black woman to save my dad-
dy’s life,” Rush said.

Rush, on his FB page stat-
ed, “I’m so happy that Jack-
son, Mississippi and the City 
Council have thought of me 

for this Blvd and for giving 
me the  owers while  still 
live. I want to thank mem-
bers of the City Council, the 
Mayor, the Governor, Lt. 
Governor, and everyone else 
involved for saluting me with 
this street. Thank you to Jack-
son, Mississippi, and national 
media for sharing the news. 
I’ll see you on Bobby Rush 
Boulevard.” – Bobby Rush

MCTLC celebrates 
Human Relations Day 
by honoring MLK, Jr.

Special  to the M ississippi Link

Pictured left to right,
tephanie riffi n, social 

worker, Salvation Army; Mary 
Church Terrell Literary Club 

members Leona ishop, 
Alberta Smith, Dr. Ramona 

Cork, Patricia Taylor, Ro-
landa Alexander, director of 

ocial er ices, al ation 
Army; and Mary Church Ter-
rell Literary lub members, 

r. Linda Anderson and 
Valerie lue.

Mississippi city names 
street for blues artist 

Bobby Rush
The Associated Press

Rush



“I just want you to be happy.”
You’ve heard that before, and 

yet, unsolicited advice never 
does. All the y’oughtas (“What 
y’oughta do is....”) and the un-
expected help make you want to 
scream, even though you know 
that people really do mean well 
when they offer it.

The thing is, they are not the 
CEO of your life. As in the new 
book, “Yinka, Where Is Your 
Huzband? ” by Lizzie Damilola 
Blackburn, they need to mind 
their own business...

It was almost getting so that 
Yinka Oladeji didn’t want to go 
anywhere.

Every time she went out, some-
one – her Mum, her Aunty Deb-
by, Big Mama – someone was 
asking when she was going to 
fi nd a hu band. ronounced au
band in the British-Nigerian way, 
it was a total embarrassment.

It probably didn’t help that 
Yinka’s little sister, Kemi, was 
expecting her fi rst baby, or that 
her friend, Rachel, just got en-
gaged and Ola just had her third 
child. It also didn’t help that 
Yinka lost her job, and the man 

she loved, Femi, who’d dumped 
her and moved to America, was 
back in the city with his beautiful 
fi ance.

Femi had broken up with Yin-
ka two years ago.

She should have a huzband by 
now, right?

Maybe so. Yinka had to ad-
mit that romance would be nice, 
and so she created a spreadsheet 
and fi lled it with stic y note 
ideas, vowing that she’d have a 
date for Rachel’s wedding. She 
agreed to let unty ebby fi x 
her up with Alex, but he was 
pretty clear that he really liked 

Yinka’s BFF, Nana. Yinka went 
online, on many dating sites and 
she swiped, swiped, swiped. She 
considered Derek, but she didn’t 
like him like that. Donovan was 
kind of a jerk, Marcus wanted 
just one thing (ahem!), and Em-
manuel had someone with lighter 
skin in mind.

And so, Yinka began to look 
harder. She even considered 
men she rejected once before 
but the more she looked for a 
date-slash-potential-huzband, the 
more her other relationships suf-
fered. Now, nobody wanted to be 
around Yinka. Where’s the happi-

ly-ever-after in that?
At this point in your life, the 

pandemic, your career, what-
ever, you ve had your fi ll o  no
sy-but-well-meaning questions 
and advice you don’t need. And 
so, “Yinka, Where is Your Huz-
band? ” is a book for you.

Indeed, this sweet little rom-
com removes any sting a busy-
body might leave by taking the 
ultimate in none-of-your-business 
literature and turning it upside 
down.

Author Lizzie Damilola Black-
burn inserts way too many med-
dlers into Yinka’s life, and the 

resulting mess is hilarious – es-
pecially when the lies pile up and 
readers are given a peek at several 
obvious solutions, only one of 
which has anything to do with a 
huzband. Not to be a spoiler or 
anything, but peace is made, but 
not before readers get the lightest 
touch of feminism from this com-
pletely enjoyable story.

Beware that there are Briti-
cisms inside this novel but noth-
ing that s too di fi cult to under
stand. Mostly, understand that 
“Yinka, Where is Your Huz-
band? ” is going to just plain 
make you happy.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Col umnist
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WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON’ S SOUL, 
RHYTHM AND  BLUES AND  SOUTHERN 
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE 
VARIETY, LESS TALK AND  THE MUSIC 
AD ULTS WANT TO HEAR!  

BOOK REVIEW:
YINKA, WHERE IS YOUR 
HUZBAND? A NOVEL
BY LILZZIE DAMILOLA BLACKBURN
C.2022, PAMELA DORMAN BOOKS / VIKING
$26.00 • 384 PAGES
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President Joe Biden an-
nounced Jan. 14, the nomina-
tions of three individuals to 
serve on the Federal Reserve’s 
Board of Governors, including 
Lisa D. Cook, a professor of 
Economics and International 
Relations at Michigan State 
University.

 confi rmed, oo  would 
become the fi rst rican 

merican woman to serve in 
that role.

 arshall cholar rom 
pelman ollege who received 

a second . . in hiloso
phy, Politics, and Economics 
from Oxford University, Cook 
earned a Ph.D. in economics 
from the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley.

She also served as a faculty 
member of Harvard Univer-
sity’s Kennedy School of Gov-
ernment, deputy director for 

rica esearch at the enter 

for International Development 
at Harvard, and a National Fel-
low at tan ord niversity.

resident iden  is wor

ing to bring long-overdue di-
versity to the leadership of the 

ederal eserve,  Erica owe, 
the White House director of 

rican merican edia, 
wrote on Twitter.

isa . oo  would be the 
fi rst blac  woman in history 

to serve on the oard,  owe 
concluded.

The President also nomi-
nated Phillip Jefferson, the 
dean of faculty at Davidson 
College in North Carolina, and 
Sarah Bloom Raskin, a former 
Federal Reserve and Treasury 
o fi cial, or positions on the 
Board.

as in was nominated or 
the top regulatory post.

The Senate must approve 
each of the nominations.

For Cook and Jefferson, 
confi rmation would mean oin
ing an exclusive club – the duo 
would count among ust fi ve 
black governors in the 108-
year history of the Federal Re-
serve.

This group will bring 
much needed expertise, udg
ment, and leadership to the 

ederal eserve while at the 
same time bringing a diver-
sity of thought and perspective 
never seen before on the Board 

of Governors,” President Biden 
said in a statement.

Together with hair ow
ell and r. rainard, who  
renominated last month, this 
group will bring much needed 
expertise, udgment and lead
ership to the Federal Reserve 
while at the same time bring
ing a diversity of thought and 
perspective never seen before 
on the Board of Governors,” 
the president asserted.

They will continue the im
portant wor  o  steering us on 
a path to a strong, sustainable 
recovery while ma ing sure 
that price increases do not be-
come entrenched over the long 
term.

 have ull confi dence in the 
strong leadership of this group 
of nominees and that they have 
the experience, udgment and 
integrity to lead the Federal 
Reserve and to help build our 
economy bac  better or wor
ing families.”

The fi rst test o  aomi sa
a s new approach to tennis 

might have been when she com
pletely whi ed an overhead 
to give her opponent a break 
point on Day 1 of the no-Novak-

o ovic ustralian pen.
Osaka didn’t chuck her rack-

et. She didn’t roll her eyes. She 
smiled.

There are situations where  
previously would get upset. ut 
at this point in my life, like, I’m 
here because  want to be here 
and because  fi nd that it s un 
for me,” Osaka said. “Might as 
well en oy it while  still can.

In Osaka’s mind, the drama 
involving nine-time champion 

o ovic s deportation on the 
eve o  the ustralian pen was 
something for the players in the 
men s draw to worry about. er 
title defense began smoothly 
enough  he won the fi rst fi ve 
games on the way to a 3, 3 
victory over Camila Osorio on 
the main court.

With so much attention on 
the 11 day saga o  o ovic s at
tempt to participate in the year’s 
fi rst rand lam tournament, 
and bid for a fourth consecutive 
title at Melbourne Park, the re-
turns of Osaka and Rafael Nadal 
have been overshadowed.

sa a wasn t bothered by 
that. Nadal didn’t seem to be 
put o  by it, either, renewing his 
bid for a record 21st Grand Slam 
singles title with a 1, ,  
win over arcos iron.

rowing up, ve loo ed up 
to him,” said Giron, a 28-year-
old from the U.S. “He’s one 
of the absolute legends of the 
game.”

adal is tied with o ovic 
and oger ederer with  ma

or singles titles each, the most 
in the history of men’s tennis. 

ith o ovic unable to de end 
his crown in elbourne because 
he didn t meet ustralia s strict 
COVID-19 vaccination criteria, 
the door is slightly more a ar to 
Nadal.

Osaka’s main concern, mean-
while, is winning a fi th ma or 
title, and her third at the ustra
lian Open.

“To be completely honest, it 
didn’t really affect me,” Osaka 
said about what went on with 

o ovic. y goal, li e even 
be ore this whole situation, is to 
ust ocus on mysel  more, what 

I need to do to become better.
“Me, I’m a tennis player. I’ll 

focus on my matches. You as, 
I guess, an audience, focus on 
whatever is in the news, no

 potential ourth round 
meeting with top ran ed sh 

arty could be waiting. arty, 
aiming to be the fi rst ustralian 
woman to win the title here since 
19 , started with a , 1 win 
over Lesia Tsurenko.

ter winning here last year, 
capturing her second ustralian 
Open title in three years, Osaka 
pulled out of the 2021 French 
Open before the second round, 
then sat out Wimbledon. She 

played at the Tokyo Olympics, 
where she lit the cauldron, but 
ended her 2021 season early af-
ter a third-round loss and a teary 
news con erence at the . . 
Open.

Two o  her goals or , she 
said last wee , were to stay com
pletely composed on the court 
and o , and to en oy the game.

nd, yes, fi nally, the ocus 
was on tennis in ustralia. nd 
it got started in a big way, with 
a combined  matches sched
uled on Day 1 in the men’s and 
women s singles.

French Open champion Bar-
bora re ci ova, fi th seeded 

Maria Sakkari, No. 15 Elina 
vitolina and two time ustra

lian Open champion Victoria 
aren a all advanced.

Two young . . contenders 
went out in the fi rst round, with 

 ustralian pen champion 
ofi a enin losing  ,  to 
ellow merican adison eys 

and No. 18 Coco Gauff saving 
fi ve match points be ore losing 

,  to ang iang.
Tokyo Olympics gold medal-

ist Belinda Bencic advanced to 
a second-round match against 

manda nisimova.
On the men’s side, No. 14 De-

nis hapovalov ollowed up his 
win with anada in the T  

up with a  3 , , 3 ,  
3  win over aslo ere.

lso advancing were o.  
Matteo Berrettini, No. 10 Hu-
bert ur ac , o. 1  ristian 

arin and o. 1  ael onfi ls 
and o. 3 eilly pel a, while 
No. 12 Cameron Norrie lost in 
straight sets to Sebastian Korda.

adal won the ustralian 
Open in 2009 and is the only past 
champion in the men’s bracket 
a ter o ovic s late withdrawal 
Sunday. On Monday, the top-
ranked Serbian landed in Dubai, 
then caught a  ight to elgrade.

onday was adal s fi rst ap
pearance at a ma or since he lost 
to o ovic in the semifi nals 
of the French Open. He missed 
Wimbledon because of fatigue, 
s ipped the . . pen with a 
painful left foot and, after re-
covering from COVID-19, start-
ed  with a title in a tuneup 
tournament in Melbourne.

“Honestly, it’s been very 
tough moments and there are 
still doubts,” Nadal said. “But 
here I am and I can’t be happier 
to be bac  in this ama ing sta

dium. It’s fantastic.”
The 3 year old paniard said 
o ovic s absence would have 

an impact on the tournament.
“In a personal level, yes, I 

would li e to see him playing 
here,” Nadal said. “If it is fair 
or not that he’s playing here is 
another discussion that I don’t 
want to tal  anymore.

o ovic had been sched
uled to play Monday night’s 
last match on Rod Laver against 
ellow erbian iomir ecma

novic.
alvatore aruso, who lost in 

qualifying but became the so-
called luc y loser to fi ll the late 
vacancy in the draw, lost , 

, 1 to ecmanovic.
o ovic s ultimately unsuc

cessful bid to mount a title de-
ense involved two court hear

ings and time in immigration 
hotel detention.

t began when he was granted 
an exemption to strict vaccina-
tion rules by two medical panels 
and Tennis ustralia in order to 
play in the tournament.

That exemption, based on evi-
dence that he recently recovered 
from COVID-19, apparently al-
lowed him to receive a visa to 
enter ustralia. ut upon ar
rival, border o fi cials said the 
exemption was not valid and 
moved to deport him.

howing evidence o  vaccina
tion is a requirement for anyone 
– players, coaches, fans, others – 
entering Melbourne Park for the 
tournament.

 security o fi cial with a 
loudspeaker reminded people 
lining up outside the complex 
early Monday to have proof of 
vaccination ready for inspection 
and added  h, a tic et would 
be handy, too!”

President Biden nominates fi rst 
black woman to serve on Federal 

Reserve Board of Governors

Osaka, Nadal advance in Australia 
after oko ic  ies home

By Stacy Brown
NNPA Newswire Correspondent 

Lisa D. Cook

Naomi sa a of apan reacts during her fi rst round match against amila sorio of olombia at the Aus
tralian pen tennis championships in elbourne, Australia, onday, an. , . AP PH T HA I H LAIR

Associated Press
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R ec ent ly,  Q uinn H ea lt hc a r e,  Unit ed H ea lt hc a r e,  a nd Mer it  H ea lt h 
spo nso r ed a  po st er  c o nt est  f o r  t he st udent s o f  t he H inds C o unt y 
Sc ho o l D ist r ic t .  St udent s wer e t o  illust r a t e t he im po r t a nc e o f  liv ing  a  
hea lt hy lif est yle.  

The winner s a r e a s f o llo ws:

G a r y R o a d I nt er m edia t e:
1st  Pla c e-  A lyssa  B r o wn,  3 r d G r a de,  $ 200
2nd Pla c e-  K o ur t ney Ma r c us,  5 t h G r a de,  $ 200
3 r d Pla c e-  C helsie Lo llis,  4t h G r a de,  $ 100
4t h Pla c e-  R o se Mo nr o y,  4t h G r a de,  $ 5 0
5 t h Pla c e-  C a yden Luc ket t ,  4t h G r a de,  $ 5 0

R a ym o nd E lem ent a r y Sc ho o l:
K - 1 G r a de W inner -  So phie W illia m s,  1st  G r a de,  $ 200
2- 3  G r a de W inner -  C a m br e F r a nklin,  3 r d G r a de,  $ 200
4- 5  G r a de W inner -  Mela ny Mej ia ,  4t h G r a de,  $ 200

C o ng r a t ula t io ns t o  t hese o ut st a nding  st udent s!

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
E N G A G I N G - E MPO W E R I N G - E N SUR I N G - E X C E LLE N C E




