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Supreme
Court hears
arguments re:
landmark case
challenging
Roe V. Wade

Lok

The justices began hearing oral arguments Wednesday, Decem-
ber 1, on a Mississippi law that prohibits most abortions after 15

weeks of pregnancy.

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Correspondent

As the U.S. Supreme
Court heard arguments in
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s
Health Organization, a case
that may change the consti-
tutional guarantee to legal
abortion, black women ral-
lied outside on First Street
to demand Reproductive
Justice.

“Mississippi’s ban on
abortion after 15 weeks is
unconstitutional and endan-
gers the lives and restricts
the rights of all women and
pregnant people. If the high

court uses this case to strike
down Roe v. Wade, it will
make official what’s already
in practice in most counties
across this country: safe, le-
gal abortion is too often an
inaccessible right — most
especially for black women
and women of color,” In Our
Own Voice: National Black
Women’s Reproductive Jus-
tice Agenda Vice President
of Communications Racine
Tucker-Hamilton, said in a
statement.

The justices began hear-

Roe V. Wade
Continued on page 3
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Heroic attorney saves life:

Audacity amidst adversity
Attorney Yemi L. Kings’ hour of glory

By Dr. Jerry Komia Domatob
Contributing Writer

When Jackson Mississippi Attorney
Yemi L. Kings valiantly saved the life of
a man tragically shot on Thanksgiving Day
2021 in Jackson, little did the lawyer real-
ize that he was walking straight into fame’s
arena.

Fate and circumstance placed Kings in a
dire situation where he determined a man’s
destiny over survival and death. Kings’
heroic deed spared that person’s life. But
what is the story?

On Thanksgiving Day 2021, around 4:30
p.m. or there abouts, when there was still a
glimmer of daylight outside, Kings’ friends
and family were eating dinner. During the
celebration, they heard about 15 gun shots
from what sounded like an assault rifle
close to where they gathered. They heard
someone yelling, “I have been shot.”

Kings went outside and saw a man laying
on the ground in a pool of gushing blood.
He was crying, screaming and saying,
“Please help me. Don’t let me die.”

After calling 911, Kings asked him where
he was shot. The victim replied, “I can’t
feel my arm. Help me. I have been shot. I
am fading out. [ am dying.”

Kings grabbed sweaters and shirts from
a car, wrapped them in layers and pressed
them on the bullet wound until the bleeding
stopped.

“I kept pressure on his wound and con-
tinued talking to him, telling him that he
was going to live.” Kings said.

Firefighters came and took over. They
told every one to step aside as they did their
job.

This took place on Thanksgiving Day on
Over Street, off Martin Luther King Drive,
in Jackson Mississippi.

What motivated Attorney Yemi L. Kings
to be so daring in the midst of what seemed
like a doomed mess?

The good samaritan who courageously
saved the person’s life was Deputy Hinds

Kings

County Attorney Yemi L. Kings.

When asked what motivated him to be
so daring in such a dangerous escapade, he
said, “One thing that came to mind was that
I had to try to help save this man’s life. As a
prosecutor, I am always helping people on
the other side of tragic situations. I never
thought I would ever come that close to a
shooting or a shooting victim.”

When asked how he felt, he said, “I am
very thankful that he survived. Just know-
ing that this young man is still alive, and

can still go on with his life and be with his
family touches and inspires me.”

He continued, “That gives me comfort
and lets me know that I made the right de-
cision. I would not want to spend the rest of
my life knowing that I allowed him to die
by not trying to help.”

There were lessons learned from this in-
cident.

“You just never know why God places

Kings
Continued on pages 3

CSLC HOPE project holds an informative
pre-World AIDS Day virtual observance

Mallory CHC’s chief clinical officer raises HIV/AID awareness with valuable info

Special to The Mississippi Link

While the COVID-19 pandemic is

World AIDS Day activity was a part of
HOPE’s parent/community component
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center stage and alarming public health
today, it is also important to remember
that HIV and AIDS remain a major
global public health issue as well.

Dec. 1 has been World AIDS Day
since 1987. This year’s theme is “End-
ing the HIV Epidemic: Equitable Ac-
cess, Everyone’s Voice.”

It is a day of solidarity, representing
an opportunity for people worldwide
who are affected by HIV to share their
stories and experiences, to remember
those lost, and to highlight efforts on
every front to end the HIV epidemic
(cde.gov).

In an effort to give more voice to
awareness, the Community Students
Learning Center’s (CSLC) Health Op-
timization and Prevention Education
(HOPE) project of Lexington, Miss. re-

Holmes

cently collaborated with Mallory Com-
munity Health Center (MCHC) to hold
a pre-World AIDS Day virtual informa-
tional.

HOPE is federally-funded by the
U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services (HHS) Office of Popu-
lation Affairs (OPA) Teen Pregnancy
Prevention (TPP) in core partnership
with the Holmes County Consolidated
School District (HCCSD) and MCHC,
and other community partners. The pre-

called “Let’s Talk Relationships.”

“HIV/AIDS awareness plays an in-
tegral role in the overall safety and
well-being of adults and youth,” said
presenter, Mallory’s Chief Clinical Of-
ficer Keila Brown-Jones, DNP, AGNP-
C. “Increased awareness promotes safer
sex practices, encourages individuals
to get tested and gain a greater under-
standing of the virus,” she continued.

Brown-Jones’s presentation included
some eye-raising statistics on people
living with HIV in Holmes County,
Miss. See a five-year data review be-
low:

* 2015: Holmes County ranked 10th
for HIV infections in MS with 21.8 per-
cent of the population living with HIV;

CSLC
Continued on page 3
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Hinds County Human Re-
source Agency (HCHRA) is
pleased to announce new hires
to fill key roles.

Neshay Jackson has been
named planning and develop-
ment officer. Jackson has a
wealth of knowledge on agency
development, human resources
and marketing, and she formerly
served as chief fiscal officer for
the Mississippi State Board of
Contractors. In her role as plan-
ning and development officer,
she assists with grant writing,
the coordination of long-range
strategic planning and program
development. She oversees
programs to ensure compliance
with regulations, policies and
procedures.

Jackson attended Belhaven
University where she earned
a bachelor’s degree in social
services, a master’s degree in
public administration, and a
graduate certificate in human
resources.

Filling another key role is
Walter McAfee. McAfee serves
as transportation director — a
position created to manage the
demands of the agency’s grow-
ing transportation program,
which serves all of rural Hinds
County and families enrolled
in HCHRA’s Head Start educa-

Jackson

tion program. In addition to co-
ordinating activities related to
transporting customers, McAfee
ensures the program complies
with all agency, state and federal
guidelines and regulations.

A graduate of Belhaven Uni-
versity, McAfee is a results-
driven professional with more
than 20 years of experience in
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Hinds County Human Resource Agency
announces new staff in key roles

McAfee

the United States Army and
within the private sector — 13
of which have been spent in the
transportation industry.

Also new to the HCHRA team
is Dr. Tamara Jackson. As per-
sonnel director, Jackson not only
develops and administers agency
policies, rules and regulations for
nearly 400 employees, she also

develops and administers train-
ing modules to create a more
knowledgeable and skilled team.
Prior to joining HCHRA, Jack-
son served as the director of hu-
man resources for the Mississippi
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries
and Parks. She holds a master’s
and a doctorate degree in public
policy and administration from
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Jackson State University, with
emphasis in human resources
management and program man-
agement.

With Jackson’s experience
and expertise, HCHRA looks
forward to greater efficiency, ac-
countability and organizational
excellence.

HCHRA is a public nonprofit
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Community Action Agency. I
is part of a state and nationa
coalition of Community Actio
Agencies whose goal is to eradi-
cate poverty by systematicall
identifying community needs
and strategically developing so-
lutions that yield high outcomes.

For more information, visit
www.hchra.org.
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Kings

Continued from page 1

you at certain places. I say that because all Thanksgiv-
ing Day, I had no intention of going to that street. 1
thank God for putting me there for that reason.”

What is the lesson for the community?

Kings asserts that we have to find a better way to re-
solve our conflicts.

“I would much rather see these young people be able
to talk it out or go into a boxing gym to settle their dif-
ferences rather than make a decision to end someone’s
life with guns.”

Kings has strong ties to the area.

“I was born and raised here is Jackson, Mississippi.
This law office here was my grandfather’s and grand-
mother’s convenience store.”

Kings is the son of Yemi L. Kings and Terri Lyn
Smith.

“My great grandfather was Rev. RLT Smith who was
a civil rights leader. He collaborated with Dr. King,
Mrs. King, and several other leaders who were movers,
shakers and leaders.

His cousin, the late former District Attorney Robert
Shuler Smith, was also a mentor who taught him to do
what you can for the community.

Kings graduated from Lanier High School where he
played saxophone in the band. He later graduated from
Tougaloo College and Thurgood Marshall School of
Law in Houston, Texas.

Kings’ motivation is his family. He comes from a
large family that includes four brothers, two sisters and
one son. He wants to continue being there for his loved
ones.

“I want my children and grandchildren to benefit
from the work that I have done. My philosophy of life
is to work hard, be fair, treat others right and the Most
High will have favor upon you.”

His future plans include practicing law and becoming
a judge one day.

CSLC

Continued from page 1

* 2016: 16.7 percent of population living with HIV;

*2017 & 2018: 11.3 percent of the population living with
HIV; and

* 2019: 23.5 percent of the population living with
HIV(www.msdh.gov)

At the mention of the sharp increase between the 2018
and 2019, several audience members were heard mum-
mering in amazement.

CSLC HOPE facilitator Lucretia Holmes and audience
participant Laletrice Fletcher both later expressed they
were alarmed to see the 2019 increase of people living with
HIV in their county. “T was shocked.” said Fletcher.

In terms of prevention and/or intervention, Brown-Jones
also later pointed out, “youth and adults should be aware
of the current HIV statistics in the area, types of condoms,
proper use of condoms and current FDA approved prEP
(pre-exposure prophylaxis) medications. Proper condom
usage and taking prEP has been proven to lower the risk
of infection. Individuals living with HIV/AIDS should re-
ceive routine medical care and take medications daily to
reduce their viral load and minimize transmission.”

Participating parents later acknowledge how apprecia-
tive they were for the presentation. “Dr. Brown-Jones was
educational, and she highlighted great points about the
stigma of what people think about HIV,” said HOPE parent
Kadisha Clark.

Clark’s teenage son is among more than a thousand
6th-12th-graders in HCCSD who have been trained (with
parental consent) since the fall of 2019 on the importance
of developing and maintaining healthy adolescent relation-
ships. She made sure he was on the call.

“A lot of people today are misled because of what the
world sees HIV as instead of being truly informed of what
it is. Understanding is the best lesson. So, if we are edu-
cated more on these type things, we can come together and
help make the world a better place instead of judging,”
Clark said.

Brown-Jones concurs that, “Working together we will
make significant strides in eliminating the stigma surround-
ing HIV/AIDs and raise awareness within the community
to aid in the overall reduction of individuals contracting
HIV.”

Holmes said “Raising awareness of AIDS, other STD’s
and STI reminds us that they still exist, and people are still
testing positive. Being aware keeps us from engaging in
risky behaviors and to learn what treatments and preven-
tions are available.”

Brown-Jones announced that Saturday, Dec. 4, from 10
a.m. until 2 p.m., MCHC will observe World AIDS Day
2021 with a carnival to include health screenings, informa-
tion, exhibitors, cash prizes and more.

Brown-Jones said she was grateful for the partnership
MCHC has with the CSLC Hope program.

“We, too, are grateful to MCHC Executive Director Dr.
Chapman and staff, HCCSD superintendents (past and
present), school leaders, teachers and all community part-
ners,” said HOPE Administrative Officer Beulah Greer.
“Our parents, coupled with our community partners have
been a true village, championing the cause for helping our
youth develop healthy relationship skills.”

Upcoming Hope Event: “Let’s Talk Relationships: Dan-
gerous Love,” Tuesday, Dec. 14, 6:30 p.m. with featured
presenter,Jackson, Miss. native Wendy B. Mahoney, Ex-
ecutive Director, Mississippi Coalition Against Domestic
Violence. Area families and anyone interested may zoom
in to be informed. Cash and other prize drawings available.
The Meeting ID: 876 0680 2000 Passcode: 975714

The link is: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/876068020007p
wd=ZmRTc05RdWtubm53bGZIZ3BzWThvUT09

The HOPE Project is made possible by Grant No. 5
TP1AH000205-02-00 from the HHS Office of Population
Affairs. Contents are solely the responsibility of the authors
and do not necessarily represent the official views of the
Department of HHS or the OPA.

Roe V. Wade

Continued from page 1

ing oral arguments Wednesday, December
1, on a Mississippi law that prohibits most
abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy.
That provision stands in opposition to
Roe v. Wade, and it’s among several laws
implemented recently in states around the
country.

The 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
blocked the law earlier, noting that it vio-
lated Roe v. Wade and Supreme Court prec-
edent. Mississippi appealed to the Supreme
Court, which agreed to hear the case.

“As black women, we know the barri-
ers to accessing reproductive health care
already cause delays in obtaining abortion
care or even deny black women access to
abortion at all. Every abortion restriction
disparately impacts communities of color,
who already have less access to health care
and suffer poor health outcomes due to rac-
ism,” Tucker-Hamilton remarked.

“For nearly five decades under Roe,
black women have been fighting to make
our right to abortion accessible. But Roe is
the floor — not the ceiling. And that floor is
about to be pulled out from under us,” she
continued. “We cannot settle for the court
to just uphold Roe; we demand real jus-
tice — the human right to control our own
bodily autonomy. We demand reproductive
justice.”

Frederick Isasi, the executive director of
Families USA, called the Mississippi case
— known as Dobbs v. Jackson — unconsti-
tutional and an orchestrated attack on the
ability of women to make their own deci-
sions about their health and their reproduc-
tive freedom.

“By asking the Supreme Court to gut
or even overturn Roe v Wade, it will deny
women abortion services and fundamental-
ly jeopardize the lives and health of women
in the state,” Isasi asserted.

“As with other abortion cases, this one

The 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals blocked the Mississippi law earlier, noting that it violated
Roe v. Wade and Supreme Court precedent. Mississippi appealed to the Supreme Court, which

agreed to hear the case.

would disproportionately impact women of
color, and low-income women should the
court decide to uphold the law — the very
same women bearing the brunt of COV-
ID-19°s worst impacts and our nation’s
devastating maternal mortality crisis.

This assault on their health and well-be-
ing is anti-democratic, anti-American and
harkens back to a time when women were
not allowed to own their lives and their
destinies.” Isasi continued:

“For years, a clear majority of people in
this country have supported abortion ac-
cess. The myopic zealotry by a minority,
many of whom are driven by religious be-
liefs, to impose their will on that majority
flies in the face of the bedrock democratic
principles of separation of church and
state. If the court follows their lead, those
justices will erode the rights guaranteed by
our Constitution, and the United States will
join the ranks of countries where religious
orthodoxy masquerades as the democratic
rule of law.”

The landmark 1973 Roe v. Wade deci-
sion guaranteed a woman’s right to obtain
an abortion nationwide, using a trimester
approach.

For the first trimester of pregnancy, the

court said the abortion decision should be
left to the woman and her physician; fo
the second trimester, a state could regulate
the abortion procedure in ways reason:
ably related to the woman’s health; fo
the final trimester, after fetal viability, the
state could promote its “important and le-
gitimate interest in potential life” and bar
abortion except when necessary for the
woman’s life or health.

“We call on Congress to uphold the Con-
stitution and pass laws that will protec
our right to the full range of reproductive
health care, including abortion and birtl
control,” Tucker-Hamilton insisted.

“We demand an end to funding restric-
tions for all reproductive health care. We
demand that decisions about black wom:-
en’s health be made by black women — no
by politicians, judges, or a racist systemn
that inflicts harm upon our families and us
at every turn.

“As black women, we will continue the
fight to ensure that every pregnant persor
has the resources to make decisions abou
their own body without government inter-
ference. We will not stop until Reproduc-
tive Justice is the law of the land in every
state.”

o
i

i

L

SNINING
more light
0N solar.

Entergy Mississippi is committed to providing
affordable, reliable and clean power to
Mississippians for generations to come. So we're
making it easier for our customers to self-
generate solar electricity and incorporate solar
power into our power grid. Thanks to net
metering, registered solar users earn credit for

excess solar energy sent back to the grid.

The Mississippi Public Service Commission is
making it easier to understand how solar

can work for you. “A Consumer’s Guide to Solar
Power in Mississippi” provides information

on how solar and net metering work, and the
details you need to consider before purchasing

or leasing hardware.

Get the working group’s guide for free at

entergybrightfuture.com.

A message from Entergy Mississippi, LLC ©2021 Entergy Services, LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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Bicentennial Kick-off Celebration
of City of Jackson and Visit Jackson

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

The City of Jackson and Visit
Jackson held its’ 200th Bicenten-
nial kick-off Monday, Nov. 29
at Thalia Mara Hall, celebrating
The City of Soul.

The 3 p.m. kick-off event high-
lighted the moments in time and
the people who have impacted
the city of Jackson. The current
mayor and two former mayors
were at the kick-off celebration.

Mayor Chokwe Antar Lumum-
ba was joined by former mayor
Kane Ditto who served two terms
from July 3 1989-July 1997 and
former mayor Harvey Johnson,
the first African- American may-
or for the City of Jackson, elected
in 1997, serving two consecutive
terms and elected again in 2009
serving a third term.

Mayor Johnson told The Mis-
sissippi Link that the Bicentenni-
al is such a milestone and that the
citizens of Jackson should look
forward to participating in events
leading up to the 200th birthday.
He said Jackson has been such an

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

important part of the Civil Rights
Movement over the years. He
spoke of the Civil Rights Driv-
ing Tour brochure that was es-
tablished by Visit Jackson during
the time he served as mayor.

The brochure includes 81 key
Jackson sites associated with
four decades of civil rights ac-
tivities and a variety of public
buildings, businesses, churches
and residences associated with
the movement.

The celebration theme “Home-
coming” and the logo for the
Bicentennial was revealed at the
kick-off. “Like any city, our fu-
ture is deeply rooted in our past.”

In reference to a variety
of homecoming bicentennial
themed merchandise located
on the bicentennial web site at
200jxn.com, Ricky Thigpen,
president and CEO of Visit Jack-
son said, “This is a brand that
represents all Jacksonians and is
designed to be adapted and used
by you, so that each of us can
uniquely celebrate the bicenten-
nial.

RIRTHDAYS
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Book grant program
helps Mississippl
libraries combat racism

By Leah Willingham
Associated Press/Report for America

Sixty years ago, a group
of black students was arrest-
ed and jailed for peacefully
studying at the white-only
Jackson Municipal Public Li-
brary.

Today, shelves in public li-
braries in the Jackson-Hinds
Library  System  display
books called “We Are Not
Yet Equal: Understanding
Our Racial Divide,” “How
To Be Anti-Racist” and other
titles about combating racism
and white supremacy.

The “Anti-Racism Read-
ing Shelf”” grant program
was started by the Missis-
sippi Humanities Council in
the wake of George Floyd’s
killing in Minneapolis and
national conversations about
systematic racism, Missis-
sippi Humanities Council Ex-
ecutive Director Stuart Rock-
off said.

“We created this program
because we believe books
and ideas can change lives,”
Rockoff said. “We know
there is a tremendous need
for books and programs about
how we can understand and
overcome our history of rac-
ism.”

More than 150 libraries in
Mississippi received a total of
1,900 books spread out across

the state. The Mississippi Hu-
manities Council gave each
library system between $750
and $1,500 and compiled a
suggested reading list of over
120 titles they could choose
from that included adult fic-
tion, nonfiction, young adult
and children’s books.

Several contemporary Mis-
sissippi authors were includ-
ed on the list. Libraries could
get copies of Angie Thomas’s
young adult novel “The Hate
U Give,” the story of a black
teenager who witnesses a
police officer shooting her
childhood friend and “Men
We Reaped,” the memoir
of two-time National Book
Award winner Jesmyn Ward.
In the book, Ward chronicles
the deaths of a brother and
four other young black men
in her hometown of DeLisle
over the course of four years.

A popular children’s book
on the list was “Hair Love,”
a book based on an animated
short film about the relation-
ship between a father and
daughter and celebrating
black hair.

Kimberly Corbett, deputy
director of the Jackson-Hinds
Library System, said it was
important to have the books
as people were looking for
ways to educate themselves
and engage in sometimes dif-

ficult conversations.

“I think the role of the pub-
lic library in today’s society
is to provide access — and
that means anyone can find
out about anything. It doesn’t
matter where you’re from,
or who you are,” she said.
“Our books are always on
the frontlines. Books open
up worlds. I mean, it gives
people the chance to see other
perspectives and experiences
and walk in someone else’s
shoes for a while.”

The public library in Jack-
son has always been the site
of social change.

The sit-in by nine Tougaloo
College students at Jackson’s
white-only library on March,
27, 1961 is widely considered
the first student protest of
segregation at a public insti-
tution in Mississippi. During
their peaceful protest, the stu-
dents were arrested and spent
the night in jail. Jackson col-
lege students and community
members who picketed the
Tougaloo Nine’s arrest and
were met by police with clubs
and dogs.

The NAACP filed a class-
action lawsuit against the
library, and a federal judge
ordered the Jackson Public
Library to desegregate.

Jeff Tomlinson, director
of the Lee-Itawamba Library

System, said the reason li-
braries can be vehicles for
social change is that they are
free and open to all.

“It’s almost like the un-
spoken mission statement of
public libraries that these are
bookshelves full of ideas, not
bookshelves full of books,”
said Tomlinson, whose li-
brary system received a
$1,000 grant through the pro-
gram. “That’s exactly what
we’re trying to provide to the
community: ideas.

“We do ourselves a disser-
vice if we don’t continuously
expose ourselves to new per-
spectives, new ideas, a vari-
ety of opinions,” he contin-
ued.

Funding for the Anti-Rac-
ism Reading Shelf program
was provided by The National
Endowment for the Humani-
ties, the Thomas M. Blake
Charitable Fund (hash)2 of
the Community Foundation
for Mississippi and private
donations from Mississippi
residents.

Leah Willingham is a corps
member for the Associated
Press/Report for America
Statehouse News Initiative.
Report for America is a non-
profit national service pro-
gram that places journalists
in local newsrooms to report
on undercovered issues.

Alcorn alumnus pays it forward
by establishing endowment

Marc McCann established the Marc McCann and Family Agricultural Endowed Scholarship Fund at his alma mater Alcorn State.

Alcorn State newswire

A former agriculture major
witnessed the “growth and
progression” giving back has
on colleges and universities
and decided to make a sizable
donation to students at his
alma mater.

Marc McCann ’94, North
America operations lead for
Cargill, Inc., recently estab-
lished the Marc McCann and
Family Agricultural Endowed
Scholarship Fund at Alcorn
State University. He began
his long-term commitment to
agriculture students with an
initial $10,000 investment.

“I am honored to begin this
journey of establishing an en-
dowed scholarship fund spe-
cifically for students majoring
in agriculture at Alcorn,” said
McCann. “The institution
provided the foundation that
launched my career in the pri-

vate sector of agriculture.”

“As we continue to cel-
ebrate an extraordinary 150
years of excellence, Alcorn
has truly been a place where
transformational dreams can
come true,” said Felecia M.
Nave, president of Alcorn
State University. “Alcorn is
more than an education, it is
a life-changing experience.
The investment by Mr. Mc-
Cann in the future of our
bright and eager students will
help ensure opportunities are
available for upcoming gen-
erations. I am deeply moved
by the selfless love and gen-
erosity by Mr. McCann for
Alcorn.”

“We are so grateful for es-
teemed donors and alumni
like Mr. Marc McCann and
his family for their generosity
and commitment to making
a lasting impact by daring to

establish an endowment that
pays it forward for future gen-
erations,” said Marcus Ward,
vice president of Institutional
Advancement.

“From the moment we had
our first conversation about
his Alcorn experience, I un-
derstood his strong passion,
belief and dedication to the
possibilities an education
from this great university
provides. Marc is the epitome
of an Alcornite because he
knows that giving back is one
of the easiest and most effec-
tive ways to leave a legacy
while investing in the stu-
dents, faculty, and staff of our
dear old Alcorn.”

The Collins, Mississippi
native manages eight ready-
to-eat manufacturing facili-
ties for Cargill and oversees
3,800 employees.

McCann reflects on his

time spent at Alcorn as favor-
able and giving him the tools
to succeed in the private sec-
tor.

“During my time at Alcorn,
I think about the amount of
work and preparation,” said
McCann. “We had a lot of
opportunities as it relates to
a rigorous curriculum. I had
the fortune of working in the
private sector of agriculture
and throughout my career,
I’ve had progression in my
career growth and other op-
portunities.”

He remembers key Alcorn
faculty members — Dr. Ken-
neth Stallings and Charles
Tillman — as significant influ-
ences.

McCann encourages other
alumni to give back, noting
it as one of the noblest things
they can do for the institu-
tion.

Mississippi
native leans
on faith to
Inspire others

The Associated Press

Joseph Ivy has lived through
dark days.

The Nettleton native allows his
faith to guide him every day. Often
quoting from the Bible or Martin
Luther King, Jr., Ivy has learned to
live a life that reflects the words.

“There are times when I had to
be the light in the tunnel,” Ivy said.

It was faith that led Ivy into the
role of work release supervisor for
the municipal court nearly five
years ago. The son of a veteran
and a mother who worked at a fac-
tory, he didn’t always have the best
growing up. But his mom, Earnes-
tine Ivy, did her best to raise him
and his brother with the help of
their grandmother.

His mother always emphasized
the importance of education be-
cause she didn’t finish high school,
Ivy said. When she had a health
scare in 1996, a doctor gave her
five years to live and told her she
needed a heart transplant. Earnes-
tine Ivy rejected that prognosis.

“She said, ‘Keep me alive to see
my son graduate from college.’
There was no way in the world I
was going to rob my mom of the
opportunity of seeing me gradu-
ate,” Ivy said.

His mother, who had congestive
heart failure, died Aug. 21, 2016.
When she was in the hospital, she
told her son, “Joe, you’ve got a lot
of work to do.”

She didn’t specify the work, Ivy
said. He already knew what it was.

“She actually said, and this is
when she was in the flesh, ‘Joe, I
can’t leave you right now. I've got
to be around to see all the great
things that you want to do,”” Ivy
said.

A week later, before she was dis-
charged, she made peace.”

“She said, ‘Joe, I’ve done seen
everything I need to see from
you.” That’s the spirit talking. ‘Set
some goals for yourself to accom-
plish,”” Ivy said. “The only goal I
set was do the work — the work of
the Lord.”

That was a dark chapter in his
life. But December that same year
brought new opportunities. A po-
sition with the municipal court
opened up, and he interviewed
with John Knight, the administra-
tor of the court system.

“He took a chance on me,” Ivy
said. “We’ve been going strong at
the court with the work program
ever since then, trying to make a
positive difference in the lives of
others, change the forecast, and
also get the city clean.”

Before working with the court,
Ivy was passionate about advertis-
ing and music. He graduated from
the University of Mississippi with
a degree in business studies with
a specialization in marketing and
management. He owned a market-

Breaking News
Streaming Videos |

Interactive Blogs

ing and advertising firm, which
provided him with the opportunity
to promote several artists, includ-
ing some legends.

Then the economic downturn
came in 2008, hitting the enter-
tainment business especially hard.

It was also the year his father,
Joseph Lee Ivy, died. The two be-
came very estranged after his dad
returned from Vietnam. By March
2008, his father wanted to make
amends, even offering him a truck.

Ivy still needed time. He thanked
his father, but ultimately refused
his offer. As a compromise, he de-
cided he would call his father on
Father’s Day.

On June 14, the day before Fa-
ther’s Day, his father died.

“I learned the hard way never
put off today for tomorrow,” Ivy
said. “I got that truck that he tried
to give me that day, and ever since
that day — every day I had that
truck — I was working with a con-
stant reminder. It fueled me.”

Ivy leaned on God during that
time. He became more involved
in the church. Since becoming
the work program supervisor, he’s
worked to change lives. It intro-
duced him to an array of people.
He chooses to see the participants
for their potential.

“If someone would have seen
me 20 years ago, 30 years ago I
would have been misjudged, mis-
characterized, stereotyped during
that time period,” Ivy said.”

Project Solution, a work pro-
gram that employs homeless in-
dividuals to pick up litter to help
them transition into the workforce,
especially drives Ivy. Through the
program, he’s watched previously
homeless people gain employ-
ment, be able to have health insur-
ance, and work “to accumulate a
little bit of something.”

“With Project Solution, I'm able
to see God work in real-time,” Ivy
said.

Ivy hopes his own experiences
are an example to others. He sees
his assignment as building indi-
viduals up and providing hope.

“A lot of times, individuals are
traveling through dark times in
their life and they’re trying to find
the light at the end of the tunnel,”
Ivy said. “I could not wait to get to
the end of the tunnel. I had to light
itup.”

Visit our newly designed website:

www.mississippilink.com
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International students share the MVSU
iImpact on their time In the Mississippi Delta

By Donell Maxie
MVSU Communications Director

Mississippi Valley State Universi-
ty is known as the educational oasis
of the Mississippi Delta. But, While
MVSU strives to impact the Delta, its
reach goes far beyond the state lines,
and in the case of five individuals,
the school’s reach goes far beyond
America’s shores.

In recent years MVSU has had
the honor of participating in the
Fulbright Foreign Language Teach-
ing Assistant (FLTA) Program and
the Global Undergraduate Exchange
Program (Global UGRAD). These
programs facilitate the institution’s
vision of introducing Valley students
to other cultures and societies.

Participating in the Fulbright pro-
gram has enabled MVSU to offer
critical languages (Arabic, Chinese,
Russian and Portuguese) for more
than eight years. In addition, the uni-
versity has invited more than eight
scholars for the Fulbright Scholar in
Residence Program for short-term
visits to the campus and co-hosted
Scholars in Residence from Uganda
and Cameroon.

Lokesh Shivakumaraiah, executive
director of International Relations,
said both programs benefit the stu-
dents and the Valley community.

“Fulbright scholars and global un-
dergraduate exchange students at
Valley provide an exciting oppor-
tunity to strengthen campus inter-
nationalization efforts further and
add to our diverse student body at
MVSU,” said Shivakumaraiah.

“Students can interact and learn
about other countries, culture, food,
tradition and people from our inter-
national students, Global UGRAD
exchange students and Fulbright
scholars. In addition, MVSU has
hosted nearly 30 FLTAs in over ten
years to support teaching critical lan-

Fulbright scholars and global undergraduate exchange students at MVSU (from left) Heidy Molina, Gardenia Homsi, Mansour
Bettayeb, Yuliana Sokolenko, Olga Ponomareva and Merey Nurgal.

guages at MVSU,” he added.

Shivakumaraiah said the univer-
sity would continue to host Global
UGRAD students.

“While Fall 2021 Global UGRAD
students came from Dominican Re-
public, Ukraine, Lebanon and Ka-
zakhstan, our incoming Spring 2021
Global UGRAD cohort is from Tajik-
istan, Thailand, Panama, Mauritania
and Myanmar.”

The FLTA is sponsored by the
United States Department of State’s
Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs (ECA). As part of the Ful-
bright Foreign Student Program, the
Fulbright FLTA Program is designed
to develop Americans’ knowledge of

foreign cultures and languages by
supporting teaching assistantships
in over 30 languages at hundreds of
U.S. higher education institutions.
The program offers educators from
over 50 countries the opportunity
to develop their professional skills
and gain first-hand knowledge of the
U.S., its culture and its people.

The Global UGRAD brings future
leaders to the United States to experi-
ence U.S. higher education, gain crit-
ical professional skills and explore
new cultures and values. The Global
Undergraduate Exchange Program is
sponsored by the U.S. Department of
State with funding provided by the
U.S. Government.

Global UGRAD alumni receive
Fulbright grants, obtain prestigious
international internships and work
in business and government in their
home countries and regions.

Olga Ponomareva, language teach-
ing assistant, said her experience as a
Fulbright Russian language teaching
assistant at Mississippi Valley State
University has been extremely pro-
ductive. “I am excited to share my
culture and let American students see
that Russia is not about cold, walking
with bears and playing the balalaika
but great literature, music and art. |
highly appreciate the caring and sin-
cere attitude, which makes Valley
discussions on American literature

and history in class so enjoyable. The
experience I get at Valley is precious,
and I am looking forward to passing
my knowledge of the U.S. higher ed-
ucation and culture onto my students
in Russia.”

Heidy Molina, Global Undergrad-
uate Exchange Program student, “I
have had a good experience at Mis-
sissippi Valley State University as an
international student. I enjoy being
on campus and meeting new people.
My courses are also interesting. A
good experience. I am glad to be
here.”

Yuliana Sokolenko, Global Under-
graduate Exchange Program student,
home Country Ukraine, “MVSU
gave me the opportunity to develop
my knowledge in my major. The most
important thing for me is discussing
different questions with my profes-
sors who are masters in their fields.
I appreciate the chance to study here,
to understand my potential and gain
personal career goals.”

Gardenia Homsi, Global Under-
graduate Exchange Program student,
home country Lebanon, “Being part
of international students in the USA,
especially at Mississippi Valley State
University, enriches my cultural
awareness and opens different per-
spectives about different cultures
with students at Valley and with the
other international students. In addi-
tion, I was able to share my passion
in Zumba with students and contrib-
uted to the community where I feel I
am part of.”

Merey Nurgali, Global Under-
graduate Exchange Program student,
home country Kazakhstan, “Study-
ing at MVSU has allowed me to ex-
perience American culture, be in-
volved in various college activities.
But the most important is that it gave
me the lifelong friends I will be in
contact with even after I leave.”
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Don’t let food companies feed
you salt, sugar and fat

i

N

By Vince Faust
Tips to be Fit

When you think of your fa-
vorite food it might even cause
you to salivate. I know the food
you’re thinking about is not a
fruit or vegetable. It’s probably
a food that contains salt, sugar
and fat or at least two of these
ingredients. Food companies
know what combination of sug-
ar, salt and fat that will trigger
cravings just like those of ad-
dicts that can’t resist a drug or
alcohol. Food companies know
how to manipulate our brain
and taste buds.

In 1960 the average weight of
a 40 to 49 year old American
woman was 142 Ibs. In 2000
the average weight for women
was 169 lbs. The average man
gained more than 12 pounds
between ages 40 to 49. Older
generations had most of their
meals at mealtimes. Now food
is available all day and is made
to insure that it satisfies us

physically and mentally. They
have made food more than just
something to nourish our body.

Salt, sugar and fat are the
chief ingredients used in our
food. Food engineers take sug-
ar, salt and fat and create spe-
cific combinations to enhance
certain properties of a food.

Salt is used to give food tex-
ture, solubility, and taste. Salt
also works to mask unpleasant
taste in food. There are many
different types of salt that pro-
vide just the right level of fla-
vor in your food. Food engi-
neers know what activates your
brain’s pleasure centers.

Sugar can be highly addic-
tive. Food engineers know that
the addiction centers of the
brain are activated with sugary
food. If you put enough sugar
in your food it will activate the
addiction centers of your brain
areas.

Fat is used to help get you
enjoying your food from the

time it enters your mouth. Food
engineers formulate a food to
have least 50% fat to activate
your pleasure response.

Can we use willpower to re-
sist these engineered foods? It’s
not that easy. It’s not a question
of people lacking self-control
or just being lazy. Our brain
has been stolen. We are no lon-
ger in control. Food engineers
have hijacked our brain.

When food engineers get
the formula right they have the
perfect combination to capture
our mind and soul. This will
happen with one bite, one sip
or even just a sniff. Your candy,
wings, whopper and cheese
fries all have just the right com-
bination of sugar, salt and fat.

Your Starbucks  “White
Chocolate Mocha Frappuc-
cino” that I like is coffee that is
diluted with a mix of sugar, fat
and salt. These “hyperpalatable
foods” stimulate our brain to
release dopamine, which is the

neurotransmitter that focuses
attention and increases motiva-
tion. With one bite, one sip or
even just a sniff of a “hyperpal-
atable food” you will become
more susceptible to that food’s
influence.

After eating these foods
several times you also be-
come more sensitive to cues
surrounding your experience.
Now even the sight of the wrap-
per or the name of the food will
arouse your memory of how it
felt to eat the food and cause
you to think about how to get
that food.

Those wings we all love are
the fattest part of the chicken.
It’s fried covered in sauce that’s
full of salt and sugar. You’ll
find this combination in most
of our favorite processed foods.

Food engineers aren’t trying
to hide the ingredients. They
are on the label. They also
know how to combine other
chemical enhancers such as

artificial sweeteners, hickory
smoke flavor and cheese to cre-
ate a series of flavors and tex-
tures that can attack your sen-
sory appeal.

Food engineers have even
made their creations easier to
swallow. A bite of unprocessed
food takes about 20 chews be-
fore swallowing now it takes
two or three. This causes you
to eat quickly enough to over-
ride your bod’s “I'm full signal.

What can we do? First learn
more about nutrition. Next plan
your meals. Here are some ac-
tions you can take:

Eat fruit and or drink juice
when you wake up instead of
coffee and donuts. Have whole
grain pancakes with molasses
instead of bacon and eggs for
breakfast. Carry your lunch
instead of eating out everyday!

Visit your local health food
store to see the alternative
products they now stock.

Make sure you have 3 to 5

servings of vegetables daily.

Drink water between meals
instead of soda pop.

Limit fried foods to once or
twice a week.

Plan your menu for each
week, make a shopping list and
stick to it.

Use canola oil instead of veg-
etable oil for cooking.

Eat at least 1/3 of your food
before late day.

Involve your children in meal
planning and preparation. Keep
mealtime calm and friendly —
no lectures or arguing.

Eat 4-6 small meals through-
out the day. It’s impossible to
get what your body needs on
1 meal a day. Scheduled three
healthy meals and one or two
healthy snacks throughout the
day.

You may slip up sometimes.
Just learn from these slip-ups
and fight just a little harder next
time. Last, keep reading my ar-
ticles.

First confirmed
case of
Omicron variant
detected in the
United State

CDC Media Relations

The California and San
Francisco Departments of
Public Health have confirmed
that a recent case of COV-
[D-19 among an individual in
California was caused by the
Omicron variant (B.1.1.529).
The individual was a traveler
who returned from South Af-
rica November 22, 2021. The
individual, who was fully vac-
cinated and had mild symp-
toms that are improving, is
self-quarantining and has
been since testing positive. All
close contacts have been con-
tacted and have tested nega-
tive.

Genomic sequencing was
conducted at the University of
California, San Francisco and
the sequence was confirmed at
CDC as being consistent with
the Omicron variant. This will
be the first confirmed case of
COVID-19 caused by the Omi-
cron variant detected in the
United States.On November
26, 2021, the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) classified

a new variant, B.1.1.529, as a
Variant of Concern and named
it Omicron and on November
30, 2021, the United States
also classified it as a Variant
of Concern.

CDC has been actively mon-
itoring and preparing for this
variant, and we will continue
to work diligently with other
U.S. and global public health
and industry partners to learn
more. Despite the detection
of Omicron, Delta remains
the predominant strain in the
United States.

The recent emergence of the
Omicron variant (B.1.1.529)
further emphasizes the impor-
tance of vaccination, boosters,
and general prevention strate-
gies needed to protect against
COVID-19. Everyone 5 and
older should get vaccinated
boosters are recommended for
everyone 18 years and older.

For  more information
on the Omicron variant
visit https://www.cdc.gov/

coronavirus/2019-ncov/vari-
ants/index.html.

By Liz Weston
The Associated Press

We’re living longer on aver-
age, but the number of years
we’re healthy hasn’t kept up.
This lagging “health span”
translates into more time liv-
ing with serious illness and
disabilities at the end of our
lives.

This can have significant
repercussions for our retire-
ments. Some of us will have
our working lives cut short by
ill health, reducing how much
money we can save for our
futures. Others will face big
bills for medical and nursing
home care. Then there is the
emotional toll of struggling
with poor health rather than
traveling, visiting the grand-
kids and engaging in all the
other activities we’d planned
for our golden years.

It doesn’t necessarily have
to be this way. Many of the
biggest risk factors for poor
health are within our power
to modify, prevent or control,
says R. Dale Hall , manag-
ing director of the Society of
Actuaries Research Institute,
which provides research on
managing risks. But as with
retirement saving, the earlier
we get started, the better.

Learn The 5 Health Span
Risk Factors

The institute commissioned

Vitality, a company that part-
ners with insurers and em-
ployers to promote healthier
living, to conduct a study that
identified five lifestyle risk
factors with the largest im-
pact on health span: tobacco
use, obesity, high blood sugar,
poor diet and high blood pres-
sure.

The researchers also high-
lighted ways to modify those
risks, including quitting
smoking, engaging in physi-
cal activity, eating a healthy
diet and taking medications
as prescribed.

The study relied on data
from the Global Burden of
Disease, a resource main-
tained by the University of
Washington’s Institute for
Health Metrics and Evalua-
tion that tracks the prevalence
of diseases and risk factors
worldwide, along with the
relative harm they cause. The
GBD shows average remain-
ing life expectancy at age
65 in the U.S. rose from 17.6
years in 1990 to 19.6 years
in 2019 — a two-year gain.
Healthy life expectancy, on
the other hand, rose less than
one year, from 12.2 years to
13.1 years.

That echoes similar statis-
tics from the World Health
Organization, which found
that U.S. life expectancy at

age 60 rose nearly 8% be-
tween 2000 and 2019, but
healthy life expectancy rose
less than 5%.

Recognize Other Barriers
To Healthier Living

The GBD has some limi-
tations: It doesn’t track the
impact of well-established
prevention strategies such as
immunizations and screen-
ings, or account for risk fac-
tors such as stress, depres-
sion, lack of sleep, loneliness
and lack of purpose, the Vi-
tality researchers said .

It’s also important to ac-
knowledge that there can be
huge systemic barriers to
healthier living. If you live in
an area with limited access to
fresh fruits and vegetables,
it’s harder to eat well. If you
live in crowded housing in an
unsafe neighborhood, getting
enough exercise can be tough.
If you must choose between
buying medication and food,
you’re unlikely to fill the pre-
scription your doctor wrote
for you — assuming you can
afford to visit a doctor. The
more money you have, the
better access you have to the
key health interventions that
help people live a longer life
in good health.

Even when we have enough
money, our behavioral biases
can get in the way _ particu-

How to maximize
your ‘health span’

larly our tendency to value
present gratification over fu-
ture gain.

“I’d honestly rather sit on
the couch and eat the bag of
crisps rather than go for the
run,” says Tanya Little , Vi-
tality’s chief growth officer.
“And yet future me would
thank me for going for the run
now.”’

Identify
Change

Similarly, we may choose
inaction over action if we’re
asked to change too much,
Little says. Instead, Vitality’s
programs identify one change
that would have the biggest
impact based on each person’s
health and lifestyle profile.

“This idea of an endless list
is totally overwhelming and
demotivating,” Little says.
“Whereas if I say to you, ‘If
you just did this one thing’ ...
you are much more likely to
doit.”

Once people make prog-
ress on a single goal, they’re
often inspired to change oth-
ers, Little says. People who
get more exercise often start
to eat healthier, for example.

Healthy habits don’t make
us immune to illness and dis-
ability, of course. But mind-
ing our health improves the
odds we’ll have many more
years to enjoy.

One Area For
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By Pastor Simeon R. Green llI
Special to The Mississippi Link

Those who
go to heaven are
| going Dbecause
£ they earned it;
and that place
is their reward.
L - ISome people
do not enjoy being around
the people of God. How could
they enjoy being with the
saints in heaven when they
cannot even enjoy fellowship
with the saints here on earth?

How can we escape this
awful sin? Luke 17:32 says,
“Remember Lot’s wife.” She
is a reminder to all of us. Dear
one, we cannot do double ser-
vice: we cannot serve God
and the prince of this world
at the same time. Lot’s wife
loved Sodom so much that she

could not bear to leave it. Al-
though, she was out of the city
and on her way to safety, her
heart was still there. Many
times, the same is true when
individuals leave Babylon.
They physically come out,
but their hearts are still in
Babylon. When we leave this
world and its follies, we want
to leave it with no regrets and
no desire to come back. We
leave in pursuit of a far better
world, where time will be no
more, and we can be with Je-
sus throughout the ceaseless
age of eternity.

However, we must leave the
old life behind. Luke 17:33
says, “Whosoever shall seek
to save his life shall lose it;
and whosoever shall lose his
life shall preserve it.” If we
keep looking back to the old
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life, we are going to go back.
One thing that God cannot
stand is for people whom He
has saved and set on the high-
way of holiness to look back.

Remember Lot’s wife; she
is there as a testimony. When
we are out of sin do not look
back. There is nothing back
there but fire and brimstone,
destruction, and the wrath
of God. We should not get so
busy with the affairs of this
life that we fail to realize that
Jesus is coming again. We all
are going to be ushered to the
final Judgment.

If there was ever a time to
make sure our vessel is clean
it is today. In Colossians 3:5
Paul said to mortify our mem-
bers, but there are things that
we need to put on. The days of
Noah and Lot are as the days

Will you hear
His voice?

in which we are living right
now.

If we will put our hand in
the hand of Jesus and keep
our eyes Heavenward, we will
make it. We can make it the
same way Noah made it. Noah
found grace, and we can make
it by the grace of God.

The Bible says in Psalm
95:7-8, “Today, if ye will hear
his voice, harden not your
heart.” It is time to get our-
selves straightened out. If we
have a need, won’t we obey
the Lord? God is not against
us. He wants to help us!

Rev. Simeon R. Green Il is
pastor of Joynes Road Church
of God, 31 Joynes Road,
Hampton VA 23669. He is a
member of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelism Church
of God, Anderson, Ind.
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The peace
of the pivo

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

“Get you some
good tennis
shoes. Find one
that has a pivot
point.” My first
thought when 1
heard my Zumba
class instructor
say this a few years ago was
“what is a pivot point?” Since |
was new to the class, I tried to
play it cool and kept nodding
my head as if I completely knew
what she was talking about. Per-
haps sensing that not everyone
knew, she repeated her state-
ment and then lifted the bottom
of her shoes and pointed to the
pivot point. “AHHHH...Got it,”
was the response from a few of
us “newbies” now that we un-
derstood. She added that cardio
dancing in tennis shoes without
the pivot point puts us at risk for
severe damage caused by twist-
ing our knees.

It was my third time in class
and was glad for her advice since
I’d just started my fitness jour-
ney. Honestly, I didn’t know that
I needed to get new shoes for
this type of workout class. As a
result, I ended up taking my first
Zumba class wearing the same
tennis shoes I'd used to walk
around the park. Big mistake.
After the first class, I remember
my knees were sore for a couple
of days and I dismissed my pain
as me being new to Zumba.

It made sense now why my
knees were hurting those first
two weeks. So, I bought my ten-
nis shoes with the pivot point
and wore them to my next Zum-
ba class. During class I noticed
it was easier to do some of the
more complicated dance moves.
Also, after class I noticed that
my knees were not hurting at all.

I’'ve been through a few pairs
of tennis shoes since then and
always take note of the pivot
point when it comes time to buy
a new pair. On the bottom of
most shoes, it looks like a bunch
of circles, but they help so much
when it comes to the sudden
twists of Zumba dancing.

Sometimes, we have to pivot
without any advance notice. I’ve
thought about the pivot point’s
helpfulness as I’'ve looked at
how myself and others prepare
for and deal with change. More
specifically, I'm thinking about
how the last few years have
brought unexpected deaths of
family and friends as well as
the uncertainty of pandemic. In
many instances, we went from
an old reality to a new reality in
an instance.

However, the one thing that
I remember feeling before my
daddy’s death was an over-
whelming sense of peace before
he ultimately transitioned. I'm
thankful that God prepared me
with an example of what Philip-
pians 4:7 says, “Then you will
experience God’s peace, which
exceeds anything we can under-
stand. His peace will guard your
hearts and minds as you live in
Christ Jesus.”

Many of us know that peace
often follows a storm including
expected change. Yet, I’'m also
learning that peace can also be
the thing that God sends you to
help you pivot and navigate the
winds of change.

Shewanda Riley is the author
of “Love Hangover: Moving
From Pain to Purpose After a
Relationship Ends” and “Writ-
ing to the Beat of God’s Heart:
A Book of Prayers for Writers.”
Email  preservedbypurpose@
gmail.com or Twitter @shewan-
da.
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Congratulations
2020/21 SWAC

Foothall
Champions

To victors, Jackson
State and Prairie
View, the spoils

By Dr. Jerry Komia Domatob
Contributing Writer

Cheers
erupted at
Jackson, Mis-
sissippi  Vet-
eran’s Memo-
rial Stadium
several times
this 2021 SWAC season,
after Jackson State Univer-
sity Tigers trashed the Prai-
rie View Jaguars, Alcorn
State University Braves
and a host of other com-
petitors. Similar applause
boomed from that sporting
arena several times during
this SWAC season, when
Jackson State beat its op-
ponents.

Music boomed, horns
blared and human chorus
echoed across the derelict
city, which has not wit-
nessed such euphoria for
a long time. It was simply
phenomenal.

The historic contests,
marked the culmination of
football contests, which fi-
nally catapulted two of the
topnotch regional SWAC
champions (east and west,)
to the summit. Standing
at that revered pinnacle,
Jackson State and Prairie
View now grandly reign as
SWAC champions. How-
ever, one of them deserves
and will capture the cov-
eted SWAC trophy.

Congratulations to both
teams, especially the vic-
tors, who won the sought-
after title with elegance.
They did their utmost and
merit unabated compli-
ments. They gallantly
emerged as heroes of the
hour.

Their high-performance
further hoists SWAC to
the elevated latitude where
it currently stands. It pro-
vides the organization with
some degree of bargaining
and negotiating power.

That is indeed com-

mendable. It has been long
in coming. However, it has
finally arrived with dig-
nity and decorum. It thus
sparkles as search light for
us all.

Moving forward, the
sky is the limit as SWAC
can now pin-point gener-
ated revenues, media high-
lights, match attendance
numbers, general enthu-
siasm and participation to
buttress its case.

Once again, salutation to
SWAC champions, schools,
organizers and leaders.
Praise and raise to all those
who contributed to elevate
the event as a stunning
success. They make SWAC
proud of what happens
when people cooperate and
collaborate in any venture.

As the saying goes,
“United, we stand and di-
vided we fall. A house di-
vided against itself cannot
stand.”

Once more Bravo and
hooray to all movers, shak-
ers and lifters who made
2020/21 SWAC football
contests a huge success.
Grace and praise, especial-
ly to schools, organizers,
the SWAC office as well
as each and all, who made
contributions to its feat.

Dr. Jerry Komia Doma-
tob, a graduate of E.W,
Scripps School of Jour-
nalism, Ohio University-
Athens, Ohio is a professor
of Mass Communication,
Alcorn State University,
Lorman-Mississippi. A
journalist, photographer,
poet and researcher, he
is currently working on
two projects. His latest
publications are: Commu-
nication, Culture & Hu-
man Rights and Positive
Vibration. Domatob has
published books in Nigeria
and America.

Contact him at domato-
bj@gmail.com.

Being African American, male
and thankful in America

By James B. Ewers Jr.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio

Happy Thanks-
giving is an age-
old holiday and
tradition. It gives
us an opportunity
o to gather with fam-

ily and friends.

It is a celebration of recalling
memories of old and making
new memories. And of course,
you cannot forget about the
food. We eat as much as we can
for as long as we can.

This Thanksgiving holiday
was a time of relief and release.
Some might challenge this state-
ment, but I believe it is true.

The health crisis called COV-
ID-19 made Happy Thanksgiv-
ing not so happy.

Sickness and death kept us at
bay. Healthcare experts warned
us not too see one another be-
cause of the fear of the spread of
the disease.

Wearing a mask, washing
our hands and being socially
apart replaced our usual festive

Thanksgiving.

Many of us spent more time
at the hospital than at the dinner
table on Thanksgiving last year.

Now with the vaccine and the
booster, Thanksgiving this year
was different. We were able to
be around our family members
and friends.

I hope your family and friends
were vaccinated. Mine were.

This coronavirus is still with
us. Do not be fooled seeing
large crowds in shopping cen-
ters. Not all of them have taken
the vaccine.

Some people who are not vac-
cinated believe they will be a
part of herd immunity. Person-
ally, I did not want to take that
chance. Playing around with
my life wasn’t something I was
ready to do.

After our Thanksgiving meal
and fellowship, I started to re-
flect upon these times in our
society.

As an African-American
male, I am blessed to still be
here. As I have said before, I
am in the fourth quarter trying

to get to overtime. Many of my
friends as they say in the church
have gone on to glory.

So, when I wake up in the
morning, I give Him thanks for
another day. I thank Him for
allowing me to leave my home
and return to it safely. That word
“safely” is an important word in
today’s lexicon especially if you
look like me.

Leaving our homes does not
necessarily mean returning to
our homes. Sadly, but factually,
there is some risk involved. A
lot of times the risk is unseen.

In Brunswick, Georgia, a jury
found 3 men guilty of murder in
the killing of Ahmaud Arbery.
As all of America knows, he left
home going for a jog. He did not
return. Arbery was missed at
the Thanksgiving dinner table.
His family will forever mourn
his loss.

African-American men, these
incidents sometimes called ac-
cidents happen way too often
to us. We live in everyday fear
thinking that we might be next.

My prayer is that we take care

of ourselves. What does that
mean?

It means that as black men, we
must treat each other better. We
ourselves must be slow to anger
and control our temper. Being
ready to do bodily harm to each
other will leave an empty space
at the dinner table. There is no
happiness in remorse and sor-
row. There are already built-in
obstacles to our success. We
must not be obstacles and road-
blocks to one another.

We have a purpose here and
that is to be role models and to
lift one another up. Let us make
a pledge now to truly be our
brother’s keeper. Otherwise, we
will fall victim to unintended
violence and mayhem because
we didn’t keep our cool. We let
our temporary anger become a
permanent mark on our charac-
ter. Usually for us, it lands us in
jail. That is the reality. “That’s
keeping it real.”

Treating each other with dig-
nity and respect will mean en-
joying many more Thanksgiv-
ings to come.

By Cheryl Smith
Publisher of | Messenger Media
Texas Metro News

There’s nothing
like a pandemic
to help people put
things into perspec-
tive. Vacations,
retirements, mar-
riages and divorces
are just a few considerations that
are giving folks an opportunity to
take a deeper dive into what they
want for the future. Now for many
of the black people I know, you
can just add COVID-19 to a long
list of pandemics that are preva-
lent in our lives as we attempt to
survive and thrive; living out our
lives and fulfilling our dreams.

Time and time again, I have
heard someone utter, “We could
die tomorrow.” Well, that’s been
the reality from day one; however
we never looked at death the way
Covid has caused us to do so.

When I was playing in the
creek, in East Orange, there were
so many times I could have fallen
in and been swept away. Or what
about the time in Newark when I

fell off a swing, or tumbled from
the monkey bars? Then there was
the serial murderer across town
from FAMU at Florida State Uni-
versity but folks told us, “Don’t
worry, you're black.”

So many times to think about
when death was so close. For
some reason we didn’t focus on
the possibility or the probabil-
ity. I've had loved ones who have
quit their jobs, called it quits with
their spouses or mates; and even
packed up and left these United
States of America. They all made
decisions that they felt were right
for them.

Too often folks live their lives
trying to please others. One Life
to Live is more than just the title
of a soap opera. Life doesn’t give
you a makeover, a practice run. If
I woulda, coulda, shoulda doesn’t
work because whatever is done is
done.

Every step of the way, on this
journey called life, I have had
someone in my life who knew
more than I, even if it wasn’t
much more. Recently I have run
into several folks younger than

hat arey
thankful fo

I who explained life to me, from
their perspectives. I was told, in
very certain terms, that their lives
were theirs to live and do as they
pleased because anything they
needed or wanted was up to them.
At first, all I could do was nod.

You see, folks have been help-
ing me navigate through life with
generations that are totally differ-
ent from my reality. I am learn-
ing how to keep my mouth shut
when something stupid comes
out of their mouths. I’ve learned
how to not offer advice unless it
is asked for; actually lately they
have to beg for my advice be-
cause I hate exercises in futility
and talking to some of these folks
will make you contemplate some
form of “cide.” And I’ve learned
that feelings are what drive them.
For example, a former student told
me they should get an “A” — not
because they earned it through
exemplary work; instead because
they showed up everyday and they
“tried.”

Oh, I am learning so much and
I am so thankful for the opportu-
nity to live out my own existence,

making myself a priority. Now
this is something new and for
many it’s a challenging and daunt-
ing task.

I hope that eventually a light
bulb will flicker for those who feel
as though they can make it through
life on their own, without any
support or guidance from others.
Hopefully they will realize that
we all need someone, somewhere;
and that is not a bad thing. If you
find someone who got everything
on their own; you’ll probably find
someone who is all on their own,
alone; and very unhappy.

If you don’t have anyone who
you are thankful for, you might
find that no one is thankful for
you.

This is the season for shar-
ing and giving; for thanking and
showing appreciation. My focus
has absolutely nothing to do with
misguided interpretations of his-
tory. Instead I make every day a
day of giving thanks, sharing and
showing appreciation. Is that too
much to ask for or do in life as we
live through this pandemic and
others, as well?

Preparing for coming changes

By Dr. John Warren
San Diego Voice and

Viewpoint/NNPA Member
While  many
are watching de-
& veloping  court
;3"5‘ ‘| cases and the
¥: o5 | treatment of
s .| blacks and people

of color as both
victims and perpetrators in the
judicial system, we must not
lose sight of the coming changes
around us designed to both dis-
tract and disable.

I speak specifically of the fol-
lowing: (1) the redistricting or
redesigning of all the electoral
districts in the United States,
based on the 2020 Census; (2)
the new voter suppression laws
in over 22 states restricting vot-
ing hours, locations and conduct
while waiting to vote; (3) the lo-
cal campaigns against Critical
Race Theory resulting in the
removal of books in school li-
braries and restrictions on how
issues of race can be taught; and
(4) a very close look at all people

running for office in 2022 and
where they actually stand on the
issues just mentioned.

The Conservative Right, with
all its Trump supporters, is
counting on low voter turnout as
a result of the above-mentioned
restrictions. They are also put-
ting those who are in agreement
with them in key positions with-
in each state’s vote count and
certification process. The great-
est weapon we have is our ability
to engage the process at every
level. We must now start serious

voter registration; we must now
look very closely at the new elec-
toral boundaries and changes in
all districts, from congressio-
nal districts to state legislative,
county, municipal and school
board districts.

We must start now and begin
looking at the impact of these
proposed changes. In some cas-
es, it is already too late to engage
the redistricting commissions
for final changes. Many of these
commissions sought to use the
internet as a substitute for out-

reach and citizen engagement in
the process. Many of these com-
missions, both here and around
the country, were appointing and
stacking the commissions even
before the Bureau of the Census
released its report.

As a result of those activi-
ties, we must now engage in the
five “P’s” if we, as the potential
victims, are to overcome the
“changes.” The “P’s” are: Prior
Planning Prevents Poor Perfor-
mance. We must start planning
now how to make new friends

and form new alliances where
necessary to get the desired out-
comes under changing district
boundaries and practices. We
must know who is in office, who
is running for office and whether
their interests are our interest be-
fore we rush to commit our votes
while others are still bargaining
for their agendas.

Changes are coming. The only
issue is whether we will be pre-
pared to meet and overcome the
changes. Something to think
about.
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LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that Proposals will be received by the City Clerk of the City of
Jackson, Mississippi until 3:30p.m., Tuesday, December 7, 2021. The City of Jackson,
Mississippi requests proposals from art groups and other community development groups
providing services to the citizens in the City of Jackson.

Financial assistance is available to support arts and community development activities
designed to increase awareness, understanding and appreciation of the arts and improve
the quality of life among the citizens of Jackson. This solicitation seeks proposals with an
emphasis on community exposure, history and education.

Grant awards offered by the City of Jackson shall only represent supplemental funding
in support of arts projects and community development based projects. To be eligible
for funding, proposing organizations must have verifiable cash match contributions that
equals to at least 50% of project cost.

For the Request for Proposals packet, please contact Beverley Johnson-Durham at 601
960 0383. All proposal must be sealed and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope:
Proposal for general funds Arts and Community Based Grants. Proposal packets must be
received by the City Clerk’s Office at City Hall, 219 South President Street by 3:30pm on
December 7, 2021. The city reserves the right to reject any and all proposals.

Request for proposal documents can be downloaded from the City of Jackson website:
www.jacksonms.gov and may be picked up at the City of Jackson Department of Human
and Cultural Services located at 1000 Metrocenter Drive Suite 101, Jackson MS.

By: Adriane Dorsey-Kidd, Director
Department of Human and Cultural Services

11/18/2021, 11/25/2021 12/2/2021

LEGAL

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI ESTABLISHING THE
HONORARY RENAMING OF CARNATION STREET FROM POCAHONTAS AVENUE TO
HOLMES AVENUE TO REVEREND FRANK WILBERT JAMES DRIVE.

WHEREAS, the late Reverend Frank Wilbert James was a Man of God, Church Pastor,
Baptist Fellowship organizer, an activist for justice, a husband, father, and a pillar of the
community; and

WHEREAS, Reverend James has been an ordained preacher since 1959, he worked
alongside Medgar Evers and was involved in the Civil Rights Movement; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the citizens of City of Jackson that this distinguished
citizen and community leader be honored with the honorary renaming of this street desig-
nation in his honor.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the Jackson City Council hereby honorary
renames Carnation Street from Pocahontas Avenue to Holmes Avenue to Reverend Frank
Wilbert James Drive.

SO ORDAINED, this the 31st day of August, 2021.
Council Member Stokes moved adoption; Council Member Banks seconded.

Yeas — Banks, Foote, Grizzell, Hartley, Lee, Lindsay, and Stokes
Nays — None.
Absent — None.

ATTEST:

Angela Harris
Municipal Clerk

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualified Municipal Clerk and lawful custodian of re-
cords and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is a true and
exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its Regular Council Meeting on
August 31, 2021 and recorded in Minute Book “6T Pgs. 439-440.”

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 29th day of November, 2021.

SEAL Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk

12/2/2021

LEGAL

HOTICE TO RIDDERS
City of Jeckzon
Jacksan, Missluigpi
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Find the right senior living
option for your mom or dad

with our personalized process

Our service is free, as we're paid by our
participating communities and providers.

1-855-530-0567
aPlaceforMom.

THE PLACE FOR SENIOR LIVING ADVICE
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NOTICE OF APPEAL FOR A USE PERMIT
ZONING CASE NO. 4146

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof,
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that
Mohammed Algadhi has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an ap-
plication requesting a Use Permit to operate a tobacco paraphernalia retail business
within a C-2 (Limited) Commercial District on property located at 5610 Old Canton
Rd., in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particu-
larly described as:

Tract 1

Being situated in the Southeast 4 of Section 7 and in the Southwest % of Section 8,
all in Township 6 North, Range 2 East, City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described by metes and bounds as
follows, to-wit:

Commence at the northwest corner of Lot of Block “A” of Imperial Acres, a subdivision,
the map or plat of which is recorded in Plat Book 14 at Page 31 of the Chancery Re-
cords of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, said northwest comer being the POINT
OF BEGINNING for the parcel herein described; thence North 460 21’ 02” East for a
distance of 72.22 feet along the southeastern right of way line of Old Canton Road;
thence leave southeastern right of way line and run North 890 28’ 02” East for a dis-
tance of 119.92 feet; thence North 430 32’ 53” East for a distance of 79.74 feet; thence
North 000 31 * 58” West for a distance of 67.72 feet; thence South 890 28’ 02" West for
a distance of 45.25 feet to the said southeastern right of way line of Old Canton Road;
thence North 450 26’ 45” East for a distance of 192.52 feet along the said southeast-
ern right of way line; thence South 440 20’ 58” East for a distance of 8.79 feet along
a right of way offset; thence North 450 34’ 02” East for a distance of 48.30 feet along
the said southeastern right of way line; thence leave said southeastern right of way
line of Old Canton Road and run South 480 40’ 58” East for a distance of 125.00 feet;
thence North 450 34’ 02” East for a distance of 125.00 feet to the southwestern right of
way line of Parkway Drive; thence South 480 40’ 58 East for a distance of 151.68 feet
along the said southwestern right of way line; thence run 246.94 feet along the arc of
a 985.40 foot curve to the left along the said southwestern right of way line, said arc
having a 246.29 foot chord which bears South 550 51 * 58” East; thence South 620
52’ 58” East for a distance of 99.84 feet along the said southwestern right of way line
of Parkway Drive to the northern right of way line of Imperial Drive; thence leave said
southwestern right of way line of Parkway Drive and run South 400 57’ 02” West for
a distance of 137.09 feet along the said northern right of way line; thence run 250.58
feet along the arc of a 294.30 foot curve to the right along the said northern right of
way line, said arc having a 243.08 foot chord which South 650 20’ 32” West; thence
South 890 44’ 02” West for a distance of 91.89 feet along the said northern right of
way line to the southeast corner of Lot 7 of the said Block “A” of Imperial Acres; thence
leave said northern right of way line of Imperial Drive and run North 000 27’ 46” West
for a distance of 150.00 feet along the eastern line of the said Lot 7 to the northeast
comer thereof; thence South 890 32’ 14” West for a distance of 545.00 feet along the
northern line of the said Block “A” of Imperial Acres to POINT OF Beginning, contain-
ing 4.9704 acres, more or less.

Tract 2
Ten foot (10’) sewer line easement recorded in Book 5706 at Page 782 in the office of
the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi.

Said application was heard by the City Planning Board on Wednesday, October 27,
2021 with a recommendation to deny. The applicant has filed an Appeal of the recom-
mendation of the Planning Board. The Case will be heard at the City Council’s Zoning
Meeting in the Council Chambers, First Floor, City Hall, 219 S. President Street in
Jackson, Mississippi, at 2:30 p.m., on Monday, December 15, 2021.

WITNESS my signature this 29th day of November 2021.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

12/2/2021, 12/9/2021
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ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 2-336(6) OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF
THE CITY OF JACKSON MISSISSIPPI.

WHEREAS, Section 21-8-23 of the Mississippi Code of 1972 as amended authorizes
the Council to establish by ordinance municipal departments and allocate administrative
functions, duties, and powers of the municipality among the departments; and

WHEREAS, the ordinance establishing municipal departments for the City of Jackson is
codified at Chapter 2 Article IV Section 2-336 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of
Jackson, Mississippi; and

WHEREAS, Section 2-336 (6) outlines Personnel Management as a department and
states the function as follows: The personnel management department shall perform all
personnel management functions including the administration of benefits; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Personnel Management has emerged from simply per-
forming functions of personnel management and the administration of benefits to human
resource functioning; and

WHEREAS, the distinction between Human Resource and Personnel Management is
Personnel Management focuses on the maintenance of all personnel and administra-
tive systems while Human Resource focuses on a strategic approach by forecasting
the organization’s needs and continuously monitoring and adjusting all systems and
processes; and

WHEREAS, another distinction is Personnel Management primarily focuses on ordinary
activities, such as employee hiring, compensation, training, and harmony, while Human
Resources considers employees as assets, which are to be valued, used and preserved;
and

WHEREAS, the best interest of the City of Jackson would be served by renaming the
Department of Personnel Management and redefining its function;

WHEREAS, it is recommended that the Department of Personnel Management be re-
named the Human Resources Department, and the functions of department assigned as
follows: The Human Resources Department shall perform all human resource manage-
ment functions including the administration of benefits.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that SECTION 2-336 (6) of the Code of Ordinances of
the City of Jackson, Mississippi, is hereby amended to read as follows: Human Resourc-
es. The Human Resources Department shall perform all human resource management
functions including the administration of benefit.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Ordinance Amending Section 2-336(6) of the
Code of Ordinances of the City of Jackson, Mississippi shall become effective thirty (30)
days following passage and publication.

President Lindsay moved adoption; Vice President Lee seconded.
Yeas — Banks, Foote, Grizzell, Hartley, Lee, and Lindsay.

Nays — Stokes.

Absent — None.

ATTEST:

Angela Harris
Municipal Clerk

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualified Municipal Clerk and lawful custodian of
records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is a true
and exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its Regular Council Meeting on
August 31, 2021 and recorded in Minute Book “6T, Pgs. 441-442.”

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 29th day of November, 2021.
SEAL Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk

12/2/2021
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ORDINANCE GRANTING FORTSON DEVELOPERS, LLC A REAONING OF
THE B4 {LIMITED MULTLI-FAMILY) RESIDENTIAL PORTION OF PARCEL
TI-8 TO R-1 (SINGLE-FAMILY) RESIDENTIAL AND THE REXONING OF
PARCEL 72I-8-5 FROM C-2 (LIMITED) COMMERCIAL DISTRICT TO CAIL

1 (COMMUNITY) MIXED-USE DISTRICT, FEDEXTRIAN ORIENTED TO
WLLOW FOR A MORE COMPATIELE AND UNIFORM DEVELOPMENT OF
THE FROFERTIES LOCATED ON PARCELS 711-8 ON FOREST AVE. & T12-
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NOW, THEREFORE. BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY
CHF JATUKSON, MISSISSIPPL:
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LEGAL

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI ESTABLISHING THE
HONORARY RENAMING OF ORA BELL (MA BELL) WRIGHT DRIVE (FROM MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR. DRIVE TO FLORA STREET) TO BARBARA RAMSEY DRIVE.

WHEREAS, the member and mother of Mount Olive Church located on Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Drive and the owner of the only home located on Ora Bell (Ma Bell) Wright
Drive, Mrs. Barbara Ramsey is a community treasure; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Barbara Ramsey deserves this honor for her community service and
love for others; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the citizens of the City of Jackson that this distin-
guished citizen and community leader be honored with this honorary street designation in
her honor.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the Jackson City Council hereby honorary
renames Ora bell (Ma Bell) Wright Drive (From Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive to Flora Street)
to Barbara Ramsey Drive.

Council Member Stokes moved adoption; Council Member Banks seconded.
Yeas — Banks, Foote, Grizzell, Hartley, Lee, Lindsay, and Stokes.

Nays — None.

Absent — None.

ATTEST:

Angela Harris
Municipal Clerk

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualified Municipal Clerk and lawful custodian of re-
cords and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is a true and
exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its Regular Council Meeting on
August 31, 2021 and recorded in Minute Book “6T, Pg. 440.”

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 29th day of November, 2021.
SEAL Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk

12/2/2021
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s

ACROSS

1. Ocean

4. Humbled

10. Annex

11. Witch’s laugh
12. Caesar’s three
13. Me

14. Music player
16. Misty

17. Restaurant listing

18. United Nations (abbr.)

20. Canadian prov.
22. Indonesian island

DOWN

1. Tremor

2. Fortunate

3. Unnaturalized

4. Vertex

5.Bog

6. American Cancer Society (abbr.)
7. Alter

8. Women’s magazine
9. Dexterous

15. Flee

19. BB association

21. Strong metal

26. Hertz 23. Special case only (2 wds.)
29. Professions 24.Con
31. Tenant 25. Islands
33. Movie 2001°s talking 26. Thunder

computer 27. South American nation
34. Debated 28. Astute
35. Lode yield 30. Make over

36. S. W. Indian tribe
37. Nervous system

32. Hero sandwich

© Feature Exchange

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

BY THE
JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
FOR
CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES
IN CONNECTION WITH THE
WEST CONCOURSE ROOF REPLACEMENT PROJECT
AT THE
JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
JMAA PROJECT NO. 002-20B

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (*JMAA”) is seeking electronic bids for construc-
tion and related services in connection with the West Concourse Roof Replacement Proj-
ect at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (the “Work”).

Sealed bids to perform the Work will be accepted by JMAA until 4:00 p.m. Central Stan-
dard Time (CST) on Friday, December 23, 2021 (the “Bid Deadline”). Bids shall be ac-
cepted by email, mail, or hand delivery as follows:

Email: bids@jmaa.com

By mail or hand delivery: JMAA's administrative office, Suite 300
Main Terminal Building
Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208

JMAA will publicly open and read all bids on Thursday, December 23, 2021

at 4:05 p.m. (CST) (the “Bid Opening”), in the Staff Conference Room, Third Floor of the
Main Terminal Building at JAN. JMAA invites Bidders and their authorized representatives
to be present at the Bid Opening.

Questions and communications regarding the bidding procedure and schedule on this
project should be directed to: Marvin Buckhalter, Director of Procurement, mbuckhalter@
jmaa.com, and 601-664-3516.

The following identification information must be provided with the submission: (i) bidder’s
company name; (ii) Mississippi Certificate of Responsibility Number; and (iii) the wording:
West Concourse Roof Replacement Project at Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International
Airport, Project No.002-20B.” If the submission is submitted via email, then the identifica-
tion information must be provided in the email subject line. If the submission is submitted
by hand delivery or mail, then the identification information must be marked on the outside
or exterior of the bid envelope or container.

JMAA will not consider any submissions, including bid proposals, amendments to bids, or
requests for withdrawal of bids received, after the Bid Deadline for any reason whatsoever.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bid as determined by JMAA in accor-
dance with the criteria set forth in the Information for Bidders. Plans and specifications
related to the Work are considered part of the Agreement. Any Addenda issued clarifying
and/or changing plans and specifications; clarifying and/or changing instructions in the
Instruction to Bidders; and/or answering questions in relation to the Instructions to Bidders
shall become part of the Information for Bidders.

The Information for Bidders and bidding documents for the Work can be found at (https://
jmaa.com/corporate/partner-with-us/procurement/). The website will be updated periodi-
cally with addenda, reports and other information relevant to submitting a Bid for the Work.

Interested parties may register and order plans and specifications from the Jackson Blue-
print Online Plan Room website (http://planroom.jaxblue.com). A valid email address is re-
quired for registration. There is no charge for registration or to view the documents online.
Documents may be downloaded from this website for a non-refundable fee of Twenty-Five
Dollars ($25.00) plus applicable sales tax.

Plans and specifications may also be purchased through the website (http://planroom.
jaxblue.com. A printed bid set is $75.00 plus $20.00 shipping and applicable sales tax.
Bid documents may be picked up or shipped to the party making the request. Documents
will not be distributed or mailed, however, until payment is received. For questions regard-
ing website registration and online orders, contact Jackson Blueprint & Supply at (601)
353-5803.

JMAA will hold on Pre-Bid Conference on Wednesday, December 8, 2021 at 10:00am
(CST) using the following login information:

Link: https://zoom.us/j/5712456589?pwd=bHphaURQSIdvYWRwbmJKbHNjRUV1UT09
Meeting ID: 571 245 6589

Passcode: 1UGD5Y

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifications for the Work by Addendum
issued before the Bid Deadline; to reject any and all bids; to waive technicalities in the bid
proposals.

JMAA has established a Disadvantage Business Enterprises participation goal of 12.60%
for the Work solicited by this RFB.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
DATE: November 24, 2021 Paul A. Brown, Chief Executive Officer

11/25/2021, 12/2/202

LEGAL

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF JACKSON CLASSIFICATION AND
COMPENSATION PLAN TO ADD JOB CLASSIFICATIONS EMERGENCY VEHICLE
TECHNICIAN I; EMERGENCY VEHICLE TECH II; EMERGENCY VEHICLE TECHNICIAN
MANAGER FOR THE DIVISION OF THE FIRE GARAGE IN THE JACKSON FIRE
DEPARTMENT.

WHEREAS, the Jackson Fire Department requested that the Department of Personnel
Management conduct a salary survey on mechanic and fleet maintenance manager classi-
fications that are more tailored to the Fire Garage division positions and its job duties; and
WHEREAS, the current positions, in the fire garage division, are Heavy Equipment Me-
chanic |, Heavy Equipment Mechanic Il and Fleet Maintenance Manager. Those position
job duties are not specific to the Fire Garage division; and

WHEREAS, inquiries, for mechanic and fleet maintenance manager classifications that
are specific to the Fire Department, were submitted to the following Southeastern cities:
Savannah, Georgia; Frisco, Texas; and Plano, Texas; and

WHEREAS, the response from the Cities surveyed were that Emergency Vehicle Tech-
nician I, Emergency Vehicle Technician Il and Emergency Vehicle Technician Manager
are more tailored to the job duties performed in the City of Jackson Fire Department Fire
Garage division; and

WHEREAS, the response from the Cities surveyed concerning the median salary paid
for the position equivalent of the Emergency Vehicle Technician | was within the range
of $45,488.00-$70,552.00; Emergency Vehicle Technician Il was within the range of
$49,833.69-$72,245.34 Emergency Vehicle Technician Manager was within the range of
$60,432.06 -$87,626.50; and

WHEREAS, the best interest of the City of Jackson would be served by adding the follow-
ing positions to the current pay plan: Emergency Vehicle Technician I, Emergency Vehicle
Technician Il and Emergency Vehicle Technician Manager Classifications at a salary com-
parable to the compensation paid by other Southeastern cities such as those cited; and

WHEREAS, it is recommended that the job class: Emergency Vehicle Technician |, Emer-
gency Vehicle Technician Il and Emergency Vehicle Technician Manager be added to the
pay plan. The range established for Emergency Vehicle Technician | be added as range 22
with annual compensation being between $34,018.08-$40,978.08. The range established
for Emergency Vehicle Technician Il be added as range 25 with annual compensation
being between $39,041.28-$47,097.12. The range established for Emergency Vehicle
Technician Manager be added as range 31 with annual compensation being between
$51,588.24-$62,385.12; and

WHEREAS, the Jackson Fire Department has informed the Department of Personnel
Management that they have the monies in their budget to cover the recommended addi-
tions to the pay plan.

IT1S, THEREFORE, ORDERED that the Pay Plan adopted by the City Council on Septem-
ber 22, 1998, found in the Minute Book 4Y, be further amended to add the of Emergency
Vehicle Technician | pay range 22 ($34,018.08-$40,978.08); Emergency Vehicle Techni-
cian Il pay range 25 $39,041.28-$47,097.12); Emergency Vehicle Technician Manager pay
range 31 ($51,588.24-$62,385.12) to be effective immediately.

Vice President Lee moved adoption; Council Member Stokes seconded.
Yeas — Banks, Foote, Grizzell, Hartley, Lee, Lindsay, and Stokes

Nays — None.

Absent — None.

ATTEST:

Angela Harris
Municipal Clerk

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualified Municipal Clerk and lawful custodian of re-
cords and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is a true and
exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its Regular Council Meeting on
August 31, 2021 and recorded in Minute Book “6T Pgs. 442-443.”

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 29th day of November, 2021.
SEAL Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk

12/2/202
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Mississippi Classified Advertising Network

To place your statewide classified ad order, call MS Press Services at 601-981-3060 ——

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

Sudoku

© Feature Exchange

Classes / Training

Services-Medical

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO- AUTO

INSURANCE STARTING AT

LIFE ALERT. One press of a button

Crossword Solution
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GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional  now!  Grants  and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 The Mission,
Program Information and Tuition is locat-
ed at CareerTechnical.edu/consumer-
information. (M-F 8am-épm ET)
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN TRAINING
PROGRAMS From Ultimate Medical
Academy Offer Quality Healthcare
Education to Students 100% online.-
Ultimate Medical Academy: 1-866-664-
4140

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Office
Professional online at CTll Get Trained,
Certified and ready to work in months!
Call 833-992-0228. The Mission,
Program Information and Tuition is locat-
ed at CareerTechnical.edu/consumer-
information. (M-F 8am-6épm ET)

GENERAC STANDBY GENERATORS
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695
valuel). Request a free quote today! Call

for additional terms and conditions. 1-
844-316-8630

Home Improvement

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeofFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking  gutter  protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior and
Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-1028

$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save! Call: 833-678-0500

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1-855-397-7045
www.dental50plus.com/mspress
#6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

Miscellaneous
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.

Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-

tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

Services-General

DIRECTV FOR $69.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Package. Watch
your favorite live sports, news and enfer-
tainment anywhere. One year of HBO
Maox FREE. Directy is #1 in Customer
Satisfaction (JD Power and Assoc.) Call
for more details! (some restrictions apply)
Call 1-855-978-3110

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
8 7 7 - 6 2 8 -
3143

sends help FAST, 24/7! At home and on
the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
855-686-5548 FREE Brochure.
LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING,
memory care, or independent living? A
Place for Mom simplifies the process of
finding senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-855-530-0567 today!
STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR
DISEASE are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-855-393-
5067.

ssifieds have it!
Statewide

Classified Ads!

The Cl

90+ newspapers for one low rate!
To order your advertising, call:

Mississippi Press Services
Sue Hicks, 601-981-3060

Week of November 28, 2021
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‘Severe obsession is driving Bill Cosbhy
prosecutor to appeal comedian’s
freedom to U.S. Supreme Court

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Correspondent

When Kevin Steele ran for
Montgomery County District
Attorney in 2015, much of
his campaign centered on one
theme: prosecute Bill Cosby.
Many, including his opponent
and former District Attorney
Bruce Castor, called the center-
piece theme unethical.

Steele did win the election
and immediately formed a for-
midable tandem with Judge Ste-
ven O’Neil in securing a con-
viction against Cosby following
a second trial in 2018.

Now, nearly six months af-
ter the Pennsylvania Supreme
Court overturned Cosby’s con-
viction, Steele has taken the
unusual approach of appealing
to the United States Supreme
Court. The district attorney
wants the nation’s highest court
to intervene in a non-federal
matter to overturn the state
court’s decision and send Cosby
back to prison.

Cosby served just two
months shy of his minimum
3-to-10-year prison sentence
when the state Supreme Court
determined that the prosecu-
tion violated his constitutional
rights and that Steele acted
“reprehensibly” when trying
the entertainer. “Severe obses-
sion,” Cosby spokesman An-
drew Wyatt wrote of Steele in a
statement this week.

“Unwilling to accept its epic
loss in the Pennsylvania Su-
preme Court, the Montgomery
County District Attorney has
now filed a petition to the U.S.
Supreme Court,” Wyatt re-
marked.

“In short, the district attorney
asks the U.S. Supreme Court
to throw the Constitution out
the window, as it did, to satisfy
the #metoo mob. There is no
merit to the request which cen-
ters on the unique facts of the
Cosby case and has no impact
on important federal questions
of law.”

Cosby being led by spokesman Andrew Wyatt.

After vacating Cosby’s con-
viction in June, Chief Justice
Max Baer blasted Steele for
going back on an agreement
Cosby struck with former Dis-
trict Attorney Bruce Castor.
The agreement stipulated that
a civil deposition by the famed
comedian used in a civil case
was off-limits in any potential
criminal trial.

“[Steele] didn’t just break
the deal. He broke the rules,”
Baer asserted. “What we said
is we’re not gonna let the com-
monwealth, the state through
the district attorneys, to engage

in that kind of reprehensible
bait-and-switch.” He empha-
sized that the court’s decision
wasn’t to protect Cosby but “13
million Pennsylvanians against
that kind of conduct.”

Baer concluded that it wasn’t
the Supreme Court’s duty to
find guilt or innocence on the
part of Cosby.

However, what the court did
find was an illegal prosecution
on the part of Steele. “What we
found was what the state did
was inappropriate,” he said.

Cosby won his freedom June
29 after spending nearly three

years in prison on a 2018 con-
viction of indecent aggravated
assault. Cosby and his team
said the ruling wasn’t technical.
“You’re sitting in a room trying
to explain something, and there
is a knock on the door. You say,
‘who is it?” ‘It is the truth.” So
people start jumping out of the
window,” Cosby told the Black
Press in his only extensive in-
terview since his release.

“The court’s decision was
not a technicality,” Cosby said.
“These people sound like they
haven’t read what the judges
have written. It’s not a techni-
cality. These [detractors] don’t
want to know anything. It’s like
the woman who said she knows
five women that I drugged and
raped. Well, where are they?”

Despite Castor providing
written affidavits directly to
Steele and offering his testimo-
ny in pretrial hearings, Steele
incredulously claimed he didn’t
know a previous deal existed
between the state and Cosby.

Efforts to reach Steele were
unsuccessful. Castor has told
the Black Press that Steele
should never have prosecuted
Cosby. The former district at-
torney has asserted that he
didn’t find the complaining
witness against Cosby credible
enough for a successful pros-
ecution.

“There’s a big smile on my
face,” Cosby insisted. “A big

smile on my face because I was
there. I know what happened,
and I’'m watching and hearing
these fascists and Nazis, and I
watched them really come out
of the woodworks as termites.
The infestation of when [former
President] Donald Trump came
through, and they just let it all
hang out. That’s who they are.
That’s who their ancestors are.

“They want their ancestors
to be people who came here
for religious freedoms after be-
ing persecuted — but by whom?
Things weren’t right in dear old
England,” Cosby said. “They
got on these ships, but you were
criminals, and people signed on
to look after wealthy people’s
findings. So Christopher Co-
lumbus got as lost as a white
man can get, but got off the
boat, took a flag, and said he
would name this and so forth
and so on.”

Several legal experts said this
week that the U.S. Supreme
Court typically doesn’t wade
into the rulings of a state’s high
court unless it conflicts with
the decisions of other state high
courts or the federal court of
appeals.

“This is a pathetic last-ditch
effort that will not prevail,”

Wyatt insisted.
“The Montgomery County
District  Attorney’s fixation

with Mr. Cosby is troubling, to
say the least.”

Star athlete quits prestigious New
York prep school over racist remarks

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Correspondent

Student protests have con-
tinued at one of New York’s
premier college preparatory
schools after an assistant ath-
letic director made a derogatory
comment to a 16-year-old Afri-
can-American  student-athlete
that caused him to withdraw
from the Roman Catholic-head-
ed academy.

Tony Humphrey, a standout
baseball player at Iona Prepa-
ratory School who already has
committed to play collegiately
at Boston College, said that
now-former assistant athletic di-
rector Bernard Mahoney ques-
tioned why Humphrey decided
to run on the track eam.

“[Mahoney] said ‘it never
hurts to gain speed,” Hum-
phrey recalled. “But he said I
was already fast enough be-
cause I gained that speed by
running from the police.”

When Humphrey told his

lona Prep School in New Rochelle, New York, has about 750 students. Just 12 percent are black. COURTESY PHOTO

mother, she immediately with-
drew him from the school. Alex
Malecki, a spokesman for the
school located in the New Ro-

chelle section of Westchester
County, said the assistant re-
signed.

Thomas R. Leto, the president

of the private school run by the
Edmund Rice Christian Broth-
ers, said Iona doesn’t condone
the assistant’s behavior.

Such comments “go against
the very mission of the school
to develop “moral and ethical
leaders, as well as the Essential
Element of an Edmund Rice
Christian Brother Education to
celebrate the value and dignity
of each person,” Leto said in the
statement. “It is behavior that
Iona Preparatory does not con-
done for its students and will not
accept from its faculty and staff.

With about 750 students and a
population breakdown of about
68 percent white and 12 percent
African American, Leto assert-
ed that one of the most critical
aspects of lona Prep remains the
acceptance and respect of every
student.

“[That aspect] has been in-
fringed upon,” Leto insisted in
the statement. “On behalf of the
administration and staff, I am
deeply sorry to this student and
those most offended and nega-
tively impacted.”

Leto said the school immedi-

ately began investigating the in-
cident after it occurred. He not-
ed that he addressed friends and
classmates of Humphrey who
staged a walkout in protest of
the racially insensitive remarks.

“Despite all we have under-
taken, including a recent three-
week respect campaign, there is
much work to be done, as such
conduct and comments cannot
be tolerated any longer,” Leto
insisted.

“We remain fully committed
to being an open, welcoming,
embracin and nurturing com-
munity, where every young
man holds a special place in the
brotherhood of Iona men.”

Humphrey told reporters that
it wasn’t the first time he found
himself on the receiving end
of racist attacks at Iona Prep.
“During my freshman year, I
took it up with the deans, I took
it up with the higher-ups, and
nothing happened,” Humphrey
asserted.

GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS AND WATCH AP VIDEOS ONLINE AT:

.mississippilink.com
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Sheriff-Elect Tyree Jones celebrates victory

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

Captain Tyree Jones was elected sheriff of Hinds County
last Tuesday in a run-off election with Marshand Crisler,
who was serving as interim sheriff due to the passing of
former Sheriff Lee Vance. Vance died of COVID-19 com-

plications August 4, 2021.

Once the election was called in his favor on Tuesday
night while friends, family and supporters were gathered
at Hal & Mal’s downtown restaurant, the crowd cheered
and the newly elected sheriff said he looks forward to
serving Hinds County residents and moving the county

forward.
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Community Library Mississippi plants seeds
of originality at Holiday Book Festival 2021

Gwendolyn Bell,
2nd place, Adult
Poetry Contest

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer

While many were per-
haps recalling how they spent
Thanksgiving Day on Saturday,
November 27, participants at
Community Library Mississip-
pi’s virtual Holiday Book Festi-
val 2021 were actively engaged
in a spelling bee, poetry contests,
book synopses and other artistic
endeavors. Children and adults
spent six hours of sharing their
original works.

Participants adhered to the
theme, An Intellectual Revolu-
tion: A Family Holiday Affair.

Adrienne Dumas (Ph.D.) at
Northwest High School in Flo-
wood and Mironda Cooper, ac-
countant at Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of Jackson, served as ad-
judicators. Kayla Williams, a stu-
dent from Texas A & M, served
as timekeeper.

Spelling Bee winners were:
first place — $100, 4th grade -
Jasiele Cheemala; Edna M. Scott
Elementary School (Greenville);
second place — $50; 2nd grade —
Jessica Cheemala, Edna M. Scott
Elementary School (Greenville);
and third place — $50, 2nd grade
— Harrynoel Chia, Sister Thea
Bowman Catholic School (Jack-
son). (Online donations were
awarded to Jessica Cheemala and
Harrynoel).

Participants in The Children’s
Poetry Contest wrote origi-
nal poetry. Winners were: first
place — $100, 3rd grade — Iyanu
Carson — Poem: It Took a Strong
Woman - Casey Elementary

Chevon Guthrie,
1st place, Adult
Poetry Contest

- Jasiele Cheemala,
o 1st place, Spelling
Bee, 3rd place,
Children’s Poetry
Contest

Harryoel Chia,
third place, Spell-
ing Bee

School (Jackson); second place
— 2nd grade — Jessica Cheemala
— 1 stanza, 4 lines — Thankful
Speech - Edna M. Scott Elemen-
tary School (Greenville); and
third place — 4th grade - Jasiele
Cheemala — 3 stanzas — This
Christmas Day - Edna M. Scott
Elementary School (Greenville).

The Adult Poetry Contest war-
ranted winning original poems:
first place - $100, Chevon Guthrie
(Atlanta) - Street Sweeper; and
second place - $50, Gwendolyn
Bell (Jackson) — From on High.
Dumas and Hardy donated $50
to each contestant.

Book vendors provided synop-
ses of their works. Event organiz-
er, Meredith Coleman McGee,
read excerpts from several of her
books, including Rasheda Goes
to the Capitol and My Picture
Dictionary which she donated to
Community Library Mississippi.

Jackson native and Dacula,
Georgia resident Dana Rice
shared her latest book, The World
We Want (Multicultural Coloring
Book) and played the accompa-
nied video of children she teaches
who are singing lyrics from her
Fame Studio.

Owned by Mary Hardy of
Greenville, The Book Gallery is
the only book store in the Missis-
sippi Delta. Since its 20-year-old
inception, the gallery has ex-
panded its outreach from African
American culture to include “any
populace.”

In honor of November 27 be-
ing Small Business Day, Hardy
shared numerous books from

|

Jessica Cheemala,
2nd place, Spelling
Bee, 2nd place,
Children’s Poetry
Contest

various authors, including Up
North, Down South by Katina
Rankin; Margot Lee Shetterly’s
Hidden Figures; King Evans’
Backroads of My Memory; and
Go, Tell Michelle, edited by
Barbara A. Seals Nevergold and
Peggy Brooks-Betram.

New York vendor Karmisha
Superville summarized her book,
How to Powershift Your Brand,
aimed to assist entrepreneurs in
finding business opportunities.

Holiday Book Festival 2021
utilized high energy. Participants
and onlookers shared feelings of
ambivalence. “I'm very proud.
It’s one of the experiences I will
never forget,” said Iyanu Carson.

Jasiele Cheemala explained
that she regretted not having in-
vested the amount of time that
she needed for her poetry com-
petition.

Bettye Tyler, director of Mar-
vellous Works, Inc. in Jackson,
said to McGee, “[I] just wanted to
congratulate you and your team
for a beautiful experience, one of
a kind and first for me. The po-
etry reading by the participants
was very inspiring and engaging;
and the kids’ responses to their
overall experiences revealed the
project’s success.”

In addition to vendors who
shared their books, other vendors
had items such as jewelry, tote
bags, quilts of various sizes and
pillows.

For questions, contact Mer-
edith Coleman McGee @ www.
meredithetc.com/community  li-
braryms or 601-372-0229.

COVID-19

Vaccine

Get the facts
about the
COVID-19 vaccine.
AARP has the

latest information.

AARP is working to protect Americans 50-plus by
making sure you have the latest information
about the COVID-19 vaccines and the distribution
in Mississippi.

Find out who’s eligible for the vaccine, when and
where vaccines are available, and what you need
to discuss with your doctor before you decide.

Just visit our website to get the most up-to-
date vaccine information, including options for
homebound Mississippians.

Learn more about the COVID-19
vaccine availability and distribution
at aarp.org/MSvaccine

Paid for by AARP
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TRALT O
MEMDRIES §

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

The cover promised great-
ness.

Just a whisper over twelve
inches sga re, you ke w there
was magic inside; even its title
and artwork were enticing. Oh,
the anticipation, as you flipped it
over to read the contents b fore
carefully running a fingernail
along one side to slice the clear
wrapping and finally touch the
vinyl. There was something tru-
ly delicious about the first min-
utes with an old-school record
alom , bt in “Prince” ¥ Paul

FAUL SEXTOR
e
SUSAN ROGERS

Sexton, it was nothing compared
2 the music.

André Anderson didn’t kow
a soul.

He was a teenager then, and
his mother had just moved
him to a different Minneapolis
school and a “new situation”
When an adult told him to “go
stand against a wall,” Anderson
decided to stand next to a kd
who look d friendly; rememb r-
ing that day, he recalled that that
by , Prince Rogers Nelson, was
a k ndred spirit who lived for
music.

Even then, young Prince was
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restless; he ran away from home
many times, bunc ing b tween
his father’s apartment and the
Anderson home. Prince’s dad,
John, was “his b st friend” and
was arguaby the root of his
son’s talent; as an adult, Prince
rememb red b ing three years
old and itching to play music on
his father’s piano.

By 16, he was proficient with
several musical instruments,
and was amemb rofab nd. At
18 he wanted to record his own
single; two years later, he was
recording for a major lab 1. He
was laser-focused on his career,

A PORTRAIT OF THE.
MEMORIES & MEMO

then and for the rest of his life,
to the point that he rarely slept.
His entourage is said to have
made it a game to see who could
stay awak longer than Prince.

Nobdy ¢ ould.

He had a legendary work eth-
ic and was generous, bt fools
weren’t welcome in his circle.
He was a prank ter who loved
to laugh, a perfectionist, and a
visionary. Once, he called him-
self “TAFKAP,” which stood for
The Artist Formerly Known as
Prince.

Says Sexton, “But now he is
The Artist Forever Known as

e
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Prince”

So you think you kow ev-
erything there is to kow abut
The Purple One. Or mayb not:
“Prince” could still hold a few
surprises, even for the most ar-
dent fan.

But which will b your favor-
ite part?

Author Paul

Sexton tells

Prince’s story from his youth to
his death, through the eyes of
those who work d with Prince,
on-stage and off, in stories that
are bt h personal and of the k nd
you might hear in a bs iness
meeting. While Sexton delight-

or
[

edly dives into a mischievous
side of the singer, readers can
rest assured that there’s nothing
scandalous here — that wasn’t
Prince’s way — bt those who
kow his lyrics kow that the
edge is close.

Or will you prefer the pages of
photographs? Pictures of Prince
as a by , a creator, a performer?
Still-photos, posters, concert
shots, pictures of his costumes?
Photos that might b new to
you? Why even try to decide
abut this bok made especially
for fans: pick bt h, and “Prince”
promises a great read.
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ZACK WAI.I.AGE

Hinds County Circuit Clerk

Services of the Clerk:

= Civil/Criminal Filings of Circuit and

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Circuit Clerk's Office
P.O. BOX 327
Jackson, MS 39205
Phone: (601) 968-6628
Fax: (601) 973-5547

County Courl
= Marriage License
= Medical License
» Vloter Registration/Absentee Voting

Jury Duty Recording:
First Judicial District
(601) 269-0052

VOTER INFORMATION
Verify/Update your Registration Today

= You must be registered 30 days before

SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Circuit Clerk's Office
P.O. Box 999
Raymond, MS 39154
Phone: (601) 857-8038
Fax: (601) 857-0535

the Election.
= Absentee Voting begins 45 days before
the Election

MARRIAGE INFORMATION
= Marriage License: $36.00
Jury Duty Recording:
second Judicial Distnct
(601) 857-8869

o Both applicants must coma to the
Circuit Clerk's office together 1o

apply

z o Proof of age must be provided in
Office Hours:

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday
(Except on legal holiday)

the form of Driver's License, Birth
Certificate or other legal document
which contains name and dafte of
birth.

Website: www.hindscountyms.com

SMOOTH 100.5 FM

s\ SUF

WWW.Wjsu.org
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WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON’S SOUL,
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE
VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC
ADULTS WANT TO HEAR!
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2021 Bayou Classic

The Caesars Superdome * New Orleans, LA « November 27, 2021

PHOTOS BY KEVIN M. ROBINSON, MISSISSIPPI LINK PHOTOGRAPHER

Garrett Urban made each of his five field goal .

attempts and his 25-yarder with two seconds left

sent Grambling to a 29-26 win over Southernon
!\\\Saturday in the 48th annual Bayou Classic.
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Hinds County School District Weekly Update

ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE
Raymond High School Teen Summit Highlights
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