
La f a y e t t e  St r i b l i n g ,  w h o  
s e r v e d  a s  t h e  m e n ’ s  b a s k e t b a l l  
c o a c h  a t  M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l l e y  
St a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  ( M V SU )  a n d  
T o u g a l o o  Co l l e g e  d i e d  Sa t -
u r d a y ,  O c t .  3 0 ,  i n  J a c k s o n  a t  
y e a r s  8 7  o f  a g e .

St r i b l i n g  w a s  b o r n  i n  Ca r -
t h a g e ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  J u n e  1 ,  1 9 3 4  
t o  t h e  u n i o n  o f  t h e  l a t e  Eu g e n e  
St r i b l i n g  a n d  M a r y  L.  Da l l a s -
St r i b l i n g .

H e  w a s  t h e  t h i r d  o f  s i x  c h i l -
d r e n .  H i s  s i b l i n g s  i n c l u d e d  
La n c a s t e r  R o d e x  St r i b l i n g ,  
An n i e  M a e  St r i b l i n g ,  G e o r g e  

H a r p h e r  St r i b l i n g ,  Eu g e n e  
St r i b l i n g  J r . ,  a n d  M a r y  R u t h  
St r i b l i n g - N o r m a n  ( W i l l i e  
J a m e s ) .  R o d e x ,  An n i e  M a e  a n d  
Eu g e n e  J r .  p r e c e d e d  La f a y e t t e  
i n  d e a t h .

H e  r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  H a r m o n y /
G a l i l e e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  w a s  
b a p t i z e d  a t  G a l i l e e  M i s s i o n a r y  
B a p t i s t  Ch u r c h .  H e  e x c e l l e d  a s  
a  s t u d e n t  a n d  b a s k e t b a l l  p l a y e r .  
H e  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  H a r m o n y  
H i g h  Sc h o o l .

H i s  a t h l e t i c  a n d  a c a d e m i c  
s k i l l s  a f f o r d e d  h i m  a  s c h o l a r -
s h i p  t o  M i s s i s s i p p i  I n d u s t r i a l  

Co l l e g e  i n  H o l l y  Sp r i n g s ,  M i s -
s i s s i p p i .  U p o n  g r a d u a t i o n  h e  
m a r r i e d  h i s  c o l l e g e  s w e e t h e a r t ,  
T h e l m a  M o n t g o m e r y ,  a n d  t o  
t h i s  u n i o n  t w o  d a u g h t e r s  w e r e  
b o r n .  M r s .  St r i b l i n g  p r e c e d e d  
h i m  i n  d e a t h .

Co a c h  St r i b l i n g ,  a s  h e  w a s  
a f f e c t i o n a l l y  k n o w n ,  b e g a n  h i s  
c o a c h i n g  c a r e e r  a t  So u t h  Le a k e  
H i g h  Sc h o o l  ( f o r m e r l y  M u r -
p h y  H i g h  Sc h o o l  a n d  H a r m o n y  
H i g h  Sc h o o l ) .  Du r i n g  h i s  2 5  
y e a r s  a t  So u t h  Le a k e ,  St r i b l i n g  
w a s  t h e  h e a d  b o y s ’  b a s k e t b a l l  
c o a c h ,  h e a d  g i r l s ’  b a s k e t b a l l  

c o a c h ,  h a v i n g  a l l  w i n n i n g  s e a -
s o n s  a n d  w i n n i n g  o n e  s t a t e  
t i t l e  w i t h  t h e  b o y s ’  b a s k e t b a l l  
t e a m  a n d  t w o  s t a t e  t i t l e s  w i t h  
t h e  g i r l s ’  b a s k e t b a l l  t e a m .  

I n  1 9 8 2 ,  St r i b l i n g  l e f t  So u t h  
Le a k e  t o  b e c o m e  t h e  h e a d  
b o y s ’  b a s k e t b a l l  c o a c h  a t  G r e -
n a d a  H i g h  Sc h o o l  a n d  l a t e r  
a c c e p t e d  t h e  h e a d  m e n ’ s  B a s -
k e t b a l l  c o a c h i n g  p o s i t i o n  a t  
M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l l e y  St a t e  U n i -
v e r s i t y .

Du r i n g  t h e  1 9 8 5 - 1 9 8 6  s e a -

T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  s t a f f  o f  Co m -
m u n i t y  St u d e n t s  Le a r n i n g  Ce n t e r  ( CSLC)  
a r e  h u m b l e d  t o  b e  a m o n g  t h e  r e c e n t l y -
a n n o u n c e d  5 1  g r a n t e e s  o f  t h e  Sm a l l  B u s i -
n e s s  Ad m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s  ( SB A)  n e w  Co m -
m u n i t y  N a v i g a t o r  P i l o t  P r o g r a m  ( CN P P ) .

“ O h ,  w e  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e r v e  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  
5 1  g r a n t e e s  n a t i o n w i d e  t o  h e l p  n a v i g a t e ,  
b u i l d  a n d  c o n n e c t  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  t o  
a v a i l a b l e  a n d  v a l u a b l e  SB A a n d  o t h e r  
g o v e r n m e n t  r e s o u r c e s , ”  s a i d  CSLC B o a r d  
P r e s i d e n t  Le s l i e  G r e e r .

T h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  w a s  m a d e  r e c e n t l y  
b y  U . S.  SB A Ad m i n i s t r a t o r  Is a b e l l a  Ca s i l -
l a s  G u z m a n .  In  h e r  c o m m e n t s ,  s h e  s a i d :  
“ … t h e  B i d e n - H a r r i s  Ad m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s  
Co m m u n i t y  N a v i g a t o r  P i l o t  P r o g r a m ,  a n  
Am e r i c a n  R e s c u e  P l a n  i n i t i a t i v e  d e s i g n e d  
t o  r e d u c e  b a r r i e r s  t h a t  a l l  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s -
e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  o w n e d  b y  d i s a d v a n -
t a g e d  g r o u p s  s u c h  a s  v e t e r a n s , w o m e n  a n d  

t h o s e  f r o m  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  c o m -
m u n i t i e s  o f  c o l o r ,  o f t e n  f a c e  i n  a c c e s s i n g  
c r i t i c a l  s u p p o r t .  T h e  Co m m u n i t y  N a v i g a -
t o r  P i l o t  P r o g r a m  w i l l  p r o v i d e  $ 1 0 0  m i l -
l i o n  i n  f u n d i n g  t o  5 1  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  
w i l l  w o r k  w i t h  h u n d r e d s  o f  l o c a l  g r o u p s  
t o  c o n n e c t  Am e r i c a ’ s  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  t o  
g o v e r n m e n t  r e s o u r c e s ,  s o  t h e y  c a n  r e c o v -
e r  a n d  t h r i v e . ”

Fu n d i n g  w a s  a w a r d e d  b y  SB A i n  t h r e e  
tiers �with level�specifi c descriptions�� 
T i e r  1 - 8  a w a r d s  m a x  $ 5  m i l l i o n ;  T i e r  2 - 1 1  
a w a r d s  m a x  $ 2 . 5  m i l l i o n ;  a n d  T i e r  3 - 3 2  
a w a r d s  m a x  $ 1  m i l l i o n .  T h e  CSLC,  l o -
c a t e d  i n  Le x i n g t o n ,  M i s s . ,  w a s  a w a r d e d  
$ 2 . 5  m i l l i o n  a t  t h e  T i e r  2  l e v e l .

“ I a p p l a u d  t h e  B i d e n - H a r r i s  Ad m i n i s -
t r a t i o n  a n d  m y  f e l l o w  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  l e a d -
e r s  f o r  t h e i r  v i s i o n a r y  f o r e s i g h t  i n  e s t a b -
l i s h i n g  t h e  Co m m u n i t y  N a v i g a t o r  P i l o t  
P r o g r a m  ( CN P P )  i n i t i a t i v e  v i a  t h e  U . S.  
Sm a l l  B u s i n e s s  Ad m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( SB A)  
a n d  Ad m i n i s t r a t o r  G u z m a n , ”  s a i d  R e p .  

B e n n i e  T h o m p s o n  ( M S- 2 n d .  Di s t . )
“ T h i s  m a j o r  Am e r i c a n  R e s c u e  P l a n  

( AR P )  o u t r e a c h  i s  a  s h o t  i n  t h e  a r m  f o r  
M i s s i s s i p p i ’ s  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  i m p a c t e d  
a n d  s t i l l  s t r u g g l i n g  d u r i n g  t h i s  u n c e r t a i n  
p a n d e m i c .  I a m  p r o u d  a n d  h i g h l y  g r a t e f u l  
t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  m a n y  h a r d w o r k i n g  n o n -
profi ts oI my district will serve as µ+ubs 
a n d  Sp o k e s ’  i n  h e l p i n g  t o  n a v i g a t e  h a r d -
h i t  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  a n d  s t a r t - u p  b u s i n e s s e s  
t o  v a l u a b l e  SB A a n d  o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t  
r e s o u r c e s  n e e d e d  f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  g r o w t h .  
T h e  Co m m u n i t y  St u d e n t s  Le a r n i n g  Ce n -
t e r  h a s  a  p r o v e n  t r a c k - r e c o r d  i n  s u c c e s s -
f u l l y  c a r r y i n g  o u t  f e d e r a l  p r o g r a m s .  W h a t  
a n  e c o n o m i c  b o o s t  t h e  SB A CN P P  i n i -
t i a t i v e  w i l l  h a v e  o n  M i s s i s s i p p i  o v e r  t h e  
n e x t  t w o  y e a r s . ”

T h e  CN P P  g r a n t e e s  w i l l  s e r v e  a s  
“ H u b s ”  –  c e n t r a l i z e d ,  l e a d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  
w h i c h  w i l l  i n c o r p o r a t e  “ Sp o k e s , ”  o r g a n i -

H i n d s  Co u n t y  h e l d  s p e c i a l  
e l e c t i o n s  f o r  Sh e r i f f ,  Co u n t y  
Co u r t  J u d g e ,  Di s t r i c t  1  a n d  
Co u n t y  Co n s t a b l e ,  Di s t r i c t  5 ,  
o n  T u e s d a y ,  N o v  2 .  

In t e r i m  Sh e r i f f  M a r s h a n d  
Cr i s l e r  r e c e i v e d  a b o u t  3 1 %  
o f  t h e  v o t e  a n d  T y r e e  J o n e s  
r e c e i v e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 4 %  
w i t h  9 8 %  o f  t h e  p r e c i n c t s  r e -
p o r t i n g .  

T h e  t o p  t w o  c a n d i d a t e s ,  
Cr i s l e r  a n d  J o n e s ,  a r e  h e a d e d  
t o  a  r u n o f f  e l e c t i o n  i n  t h r e e  
w e e k s .  N e i t h e r  c a n d i d a t e  r e -
c e i v e d  5 0 %  p l u s  o n e  a s  r e -
q u i r e d  b y  M i s s i s s i p p i  l a w .  

T h e  r u n o f f  e l e c t i o n  i s  s c h e d -
u l e d  f o r  T u e s d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  
2 3 .

“ I a m  f e e l i n g  g r e a t .  It  w a s  a  
very crowded fi eld. :e had 13 
c a n d i d a t e s  i n  t h i s  r a c e .  W h a t  
I a m  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  i s  t h a t  t h e  
c i t i z e n s  s h o w e d  u p  a n d  v o t e d  
a  r e s o u n d i n g  y e s  t o  c o n t i n u e  
w h a t  w e  a r e  d o i n g  a l r e a d y  a n d  
t h a t ’ s  m a k i n g  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  
s a f e r , ”  Cr i s l e r  s a i d  i n  a n  i n t e r -
v i e w .  “ As  I p l e d g e d  t h e  d a y  I 
was appointed to this oIfi ce, , 
a m  g o i n g  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a  2 1 s t  
century fi ghting plan Ior +inds 
Co u n t y . ”

T h i r t e e n  c a n d i d a t e s  w e r e  
v y i n g  t o  b e c o m e  t h e  n e x t  s h e r -
i f f  o f  H i n d s  Co u n t y ,  h o w e v e r ,  
Cr i s l e r  a n d  J o n e s  w e r e  t h e  

t o p  c a n d i d a t e s .  H i n d s  Co u n t y  
Su p e r v i s o r s  n a m e d  Cr i s l e r  a s  
i n t e r i m  s h e r i f f  a f t e r  f o r m e r  
s h e r i f f  Le e  V a n c e  d i e d  i n  Au -
g u s t  o f  t h i s  y e a r  d u e  t o  c o m p l i -
c a t i o n s  f r o m  CO V ID.

J o n e s  s a i d  a t  h i s  w a t c h  p a r t y  
a t  H a l  &  M a l ’ s  R e s t a u r a n t  i n  
d o w n t o w n  J a c k s o n  T u e s d a y  
n i g h t ,  “ I’ m  s o  g l a d  t o  b e  i n  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  w h e r e  I a m . ”  H e  s a i d  
h e  p l a n s  t o  w o r k  e v e n  h a r d e r  
l e a d i n g  i n t o  t h e  r u n o f f  e l e c t i o n  
i n  o r d e r  t o  r e a c h  v o t e r s .

Ca r l y n  H i c k s  w o n  t h e  Di s -
t r i c t  1  Co u n t y  Co u r t  J u d g e ’ s  
r a c e  w i t h  5 5 %  o f  t h e  v o t e  d e -
f e a t i n g  o p p o n e n t  G r e t a  H a r -
r i s  w h o  r e c e i v e d  4 4 %  o f  t h e  
v o t e s .

H i c k s  t h a n k e d  t h e  v o t e r s  o n  
Fa c e b o o k  b y  p o s t i n g  t h i s  m e s -
s a g e  t o  H i n d  Co u n t y  v o t e r s .

“ I w a n t  t o  e x t e n d  m y  s i n c e r e  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  y o u  f o r  y o u r  
p r a y e r s ,  k i n d  w o r d s ,  a n d  y o u r  
v o t e s .  I r e m a i n  h u m b l e d  b y  t h e  
s u p p o r t  t h a t  I h a v e  r e c e i v e d  
a n d  w i l l  d i l i g e n t l y  c o n t i n u e  t o  
s e r v e  a l l  o f  H i n d s  Co u n t y  a s  a  
f a i r  a n d  i m p a r t i a l  m e m b e r  o f  
o u r  j u d i c i a r y  w i t h  t h e  u t m o s t  
i n t e g r i t y , ”  H i c k s  w r o t e .  “ T h e  
p e o p l e  h a v e  s p o k e n . ”  

A r u n o f f  e l e c t i o n  w i l l  b e  
h e l d  i n  t h e  Di s t a n c e  5  Co n -
s t a b l e  r a c e  a l s o .  B e v e r l y  W a d e  
G r e e n  a n d  J u a n  Cl o y  w e r e  t h e  
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Co r p o r a l  Q u e n t i n  M c Ca l l ,  
l i k e  s o  m a n y  o f  h i s  b a t t a l i o n  
w h o  s u f f e r e d  f a t a l  i n j u r i e s ,   
paid the ultimate sacrifi ce Ior 
t h e  U n i t e d  St a t e s  i n  1 9 4 4  a t  
t h e  B a t t l e  o f  T a r a w a ,  a t  t h e  
p e a k  o f  W W II.  H i s  b o d y  w a s  
À own to the -acNson�0edgar 
W i l e y  In t e r n a t i o n a l  Ai r p o r t  
Fr i d a y ,  O c t o b e r  2 2 ,  w i t h  a  
h o s t  o f  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  t h e r e  
t o  w e l c o m e  h i m  h o m e .

M c Ca l l  w a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  
inIantry that eventually de�
Ieated the -apanese Iorces 
so that Iurther strategic 86 
advances could be made dur�
ing ::,,. 8nIortunately, it 
w a s  n o t  u n t i l  2 0 1 9  w h e n  h i s  
r e m a i n s  w e r e  f o u n d .  M a n y  
o f  h i s  i m m e d i a t e  f a m i l y  
m e m b e r s  h a d  a l r e a d y  p a s s e d  
without having the closure 
t h e y  s o  d e s i r e d .

M c Ca l l ’ s  n e p h e w ,  w h o  
w a s  n a m e d  a f t e r  Co r p o r a l  
M c Ca l l  w a s  a t  t h e  a i r p o r t  t o  
w e l c o m e  h i s  u n c l e  h o m e .  H e  
s a i d ,  “ I h a v e  c a r r i e d  h i s  n a m e  
Ior �� years, and , guess to�
day is the biggest day. ,¶m 
a s  p r o u d  a s  I c a n  b e  t o d a y  t o  
c a r r y  h i s  n a m e .

CP L M c Ca l l  w a s  t a k e n  
to 9eterans 0emorial &em�
e t e r y  i n  N e w t o n ,  M S t o  b e  
b u r i e d .

LO CAL

Color Guards removing body of McCall from airplane at Jackson-Medgar Wiley Airport.

Paul Brown, CEO, JMAA, speaking to family members of Corporal McCall. Brown JMAA Commissioner Lucius Wright

                                                                                                 PHOTOS BY KEVIN BRADLEY
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After 70 plus years body of Mississippi native 
Corporal Quenton McCall returned Home

By Jackie Hampton
P u b l isher 



O n  J u l y  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1 ,  a  h o s t  o f  8 t h  
Di s t r i c t  a n d  Co n f e r e n c e  l e a d e r -
s h i p  o f  t h e  Af r i c a n  M e t h o d i s t  
Ep i s c o p a l  Ch u r c h  ( AM EC)  w e l -
c o m e d  t h e  n e w  B i s h o p  t o  J a c k s o n ,  
M S,  w h e r e  t h e  Ep i s c o p a l  Di s t r i c t  
Ex e c u t i v e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  i s  l o c a t e d  
a n d  t o  R i d g e l a n d ,  M S,  t h e  s i t e  o f  
t h e  Ep i s c o p a l  R e s i d e n c e .

B i s h o p  St a f f o r d  J o e  N a t h a n  
W i c k e r  e x c e l l e d  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  o f -
fi ce in the $0E &hurch in ��1�. 
In  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  P A –  t h e  b i r t h -
p l a c e  o f  Af r i c a n  M e t h o d i s m  –  h e  
w a s  e l e c t e d  a n d  c o n s e c r a t e d  t h e  
1 3 7 t h  B i s h o p  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  5 0 t h  
Se s s i o n  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  Co n f e r -
e n c e  –  AM EC.  H e  w a s  a s s i g n e d  
t o  t h e  1 8 t h  Ep i s c o p a l  Di s t r i c t :  
B o t s w a n a ,  Le s o t h o ,  M o z a m b i q u e ,  
a n d  Sw a z i l a n d .

Ex t r a o r d i n a r y  e n e r g y ,  e m p a -
t h y  a n d  i n t e g r i t y  e p i t o m i z e d  h i s  
5 - y e a r  t e n u r e  t h r o u g h  t o  2 0 2 1 .  
H e  i n s p i r e d  G o d ’ s  p e o p l e  a n d  
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  i d e a l s  o f  Af r i c a n  
M e t h o d i s m  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Co n -
n e c t i o n a l  Ch u r c h .

T h e s e  h a l l m a r k s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  
a r e  t o  b e  e x p e r i e n c e d  a s  h e  r e t u r n s  
t o  h i s  h o m e  d i s t r i c t  t o  e n g a g e ,  e m -
p o w e r  a n d  i n n o v a t e  f o r  k i n g d o m -
b u i l d i n g .

Fo l l o w i n g  t h e  5 1 s t  Se s s i o n  o f  
t h e  G e n e r a l  Co n f e r e n c e  i n  O r l a n -
d o ,  Fl o r i d a  i n  J u l y  2 0 2 1 ,  B i s h o p  
W i c k e r  w a s  a s s i g n e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  
8 t h  Ep i s c o p a l  Di s t r i c t ,  c o m p r i s e d  
o f  t h e  s t a t e s  o f  Lo u i s i a n a  a n d  M i s -
s i s s i p p i .

B o t h  B i s h o p  a n d  h i s  w i f e ,  Ep i s -
c o p a l  Su p e r v i s o r  R e v .  Dr .  Co n -
s t a n c e  B e l i n  W i c k e r ,  a r e  f r o m  t h e  
Lo u i s i a n a  An n u a l  Co n f e r e n c e .  H e  
i s  t h e  s o n  o f  G r e a t e r  T u r n e r  Ch a -
p e l  AM E Ch u r c h  i n  G r e e n s b u r g ,  
LA,  a n d  s h e  i s  f r o m  t h e  G r e a t e r  
G r e e n e  Ch a p e l  AM E Ch u r c h  i n  

B a t o n  R o u g e ,  LA.  
Co o r d i n a t i n g  a  g r a n d  J u l y  w e l -

c o m e  a t  t h e  Fa i r v i e w  In n ,  J a c k -
s o n ,  M S,  w e r e  t h e  R e v e r e n d s  M i -
c h e l e  R .  G o o d l o e ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
P r e s i d i n g  El d e r s ’  Co u n c i l  –  8 t h  
Di s t r i c t ,  a n d  Dr .  Sa m u e l  H .  B o y d ,  
Sr . ,  p a s t o r  o f  P e a r l  St r e e t  AM E 
Ch u r c h .

Du r i n g  t h e  w e l c o m e  c e l e b r a -
t i o n ,  t h e  Ep i s c o p a l  l e a d e r s  e x -
p r e s s e d  p r i d e  a n d  s p e c i a l  e n e r g y  
i n  s e r v i n g  t h e  Ex c i t i n g ,  En e r g e t i c ,  
a n d  En t h u s i a s t i c  Ei g h t h  Ep i s c o -
p a l  Di s t r i c t :  “ W e  h a v e  r e t u r n e d  
h o m e  a g a i n ,  a n d  I a m  t h e  h a p p i e s t  
B i s h o p  i n  t h e  AM E Ch u r c h  c o n -
n e c t i o n .  W e  a r e  ‘ f r o m  y o u ,  o f  y o u  
a n d  w i t h  y o u . ’ ”

Da y s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  w e l c o m e ,  
H u r r i c a n e  Id a  d e v a s t a t e d  t h e  
c o a s t a l  a r e a s  o f  Lo u i s i a n a  a n d  
M i s s i s s i p p i .  B i s h o p  W i c k e r  a n d  
t h e  El d e r s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  s t o o d  i n  
t h e  s p i r i t  o f  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  h i s  d e -
c l a r i n g :  “ G o d  i s  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  a n y  
h u r r i c a n e ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  w e  h a v e  d e -
c i d e d  t o  t r u s t  G o d  f o r  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  
b e l i e v i n g  P s a l m  3 4 : 4 :  I s o u g h t  t h e  
Lo r d ,  a n d  t h e  Lo r d  h e a r d  m e  a n d  
d e l i v e r e d  m e  f r o m  a l l  m y  f e a r s . ”

H e  h i t  t h e  g r o u n d  r u n n i n g ,  
e a g e r  t o  s e r v e  t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  

c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i  a n d  
Lo u i s i a n a  “ i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  H e n r y  
M c N e a l  T u r n e r ,  ‘ I w i l l  n o t  d i e ! ’ ”  
T h e  An n u a l  Co n f e r e n c e s  b e g a n  i n  
M i s s i s s i p p i  i n  O c t o b e r ,  w i t h  t h e  
b a n n e r  t h e m e ,  “ R EST O R E”  ( 1  
P e t e r  5 - 1 0 ) .  

At  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  An n u a l  
Co n f e r e n c e  s e r i e s  i n  h i s  n a t i v e  
G r e e n s b u r g ,  Lo u i s i a n a  o n  O c t o -
b e r  3 1 ,  B i s h o p  W i c k e r  a n n o u n c e d  
p l a n s  t o  m e e t  a l l  t h e  m i n i s t r y  
l e a d e r s  a n d  m e m b e r s  o n  N o v e m -
b e r  1 8 - 2 0 ,  2 0 2 1 ,  a t  t h e  B o n n e r -
Ca m p b e l l  M u l t i - P u r p o s e  Ce n t e r  
o n  t h e  5 7 - a c r e  c a m p u s  l o c a t e d  o f f  
O l d  H w y .  8 0 ,  i n  Ed w a r d s ,  M i s s i s -
s i p p i .  

B i s h o p  W i c k e r  e n v i s i o n s  s t r o n g  
f o c u s  o n  m i n i s t r i e s ,  c o m m u n i t y -
e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  b u i l d i n g .  At  t h e  
N o v e m b e r  m e e t i n g  i n  Ed w a r d s ,  
M S,  h e  a n d  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
w i l l  a c t i v a t e  a n d  l a u n c h  t h e  M o d e l  
M i n i s t r y  o f  8  C’ s :  Ch r i s t ,  Ch u r c h ,  
Co m m u n i t y ,  Cr e d i t ,  Cr e d i b i l i t y ,  
Ca p i t a l ,  Co l l a t e r a l  a n d  Ch a r a c t e r .  
T h e s e  a r e  t h e  d r i v i n g  f o c u s  o f  t h e  
v i s i o n  t o  ‘ R e s t o r e . ’

H e  e x p r e s s e s  g r a t e f u l n e s s  t o  t h e  
c l e r g y  a n d  l a i t y  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  f o r  
w o r k  d o n e  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t h u s  f a r :  
“ I’ v e  n o t  s e e n  s u c h  g r e a t  f a i t h ! ”  

Ey e  h a s  n o t  s e e n ,  n o r  e a r  h e a r d ,  
n o r  h a v e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  h e a r t  o f  
m a n ,  t h e  t h i n g s  w h i c h  G o d  h a s  
p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  l o v e  H i m .  
( 1  Co r i n t h i a n s  2 : 9 )

Ec o n o m i c  Em p o w e r m e n t  i s  
B i s h o p  W i c k e r ’ s  h i g h  p r i o r i t y  f o r  
t h e  d i s t r i c t .  H e  c h a l l e n g e s  t h e  8 t h  
Di s t r i c t  t o  r e s t r u c t u r e  a n d  l i q u i -
d a t e  a l l  d e b t .  “ W i t h  G o d  o n  o u r  
s i d e ,  w e  s h a l l  e m b r a c e  a n d  m e e t  
t h e  c h a l l e n g e :  De b t  Fr e e  N  ‘ 2 3 ! ”   
Al l  c h u r c h  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i l l  
b e a r  t h e  c h a l l e n g e ,  De b t  Fr e e  
N ’ 2 3 !  i n - k e e p i n g  w i t h  b i b l i c a l  
s c r i p t u r e ,  “ O w e  n o  m a n  a n y t h i n g ,  
b u t  t o  l o v e  o n e  a n o t h e r : . . . ”  ( R o -
m a n s  1 3 : 8 a )

“ R e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  t h e  p o i n t .  V i -
s i o n  w i l l  g i v e  y o u  r e l a t i o n s h i p s , ”  
n o t e s  B i s h o p  W i c k e r .  H e  p l e d g e s  
t o  l e a d  m i n i s t r i e s  o f  t h e  Ep i s c o -
p a l  Di s t r i c t  i n  o u t l i n i n g  p l a n s  t o  
i m p l e m e n t  t h i s  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  a n d  
e f f e c t i v e  m o d e l  ( 8  Cs )  o f  e q u i p -
p i n g  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  f o r  1 )  g r o w t h  
i n  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  Ch r i s t  a n d  
2 )  b u i l d i n g  e f f e c t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
w i t h  t h e  e c u m e n i c a l  f a i t h  c o m m u -
n i t i e s ,  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  c o r p o r a t e  e n t i t i e s ,  a n d  
p e o p l e  i n  c o m m u n i t i e s  a t  l a r g e .  

Dr i v e n  p a s s i o n a t e l y  b y  t h e  
s p i r i t u a l  a n d  b i b l i c a l  m a n d a t e  o f  
t h e  Af r i c a n  M e t h o d i s t  Ep i s c o p a l  
Ch u r c h ,  B i s h o p  W i c k e r  v o w s  t o  
t e a c h ,  t r a i n  a n d  d e v e l o p  G o d ’ s  
c h u r c h .  A s t r o n g  a d v o c a t e  f o r  
s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ,  e c o n o m i c  e m p o w -
e r m e n t ,  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  p r o f e s -
s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  h e  s t a t e s  
e m p h a t i c a l l y :  “ T h e  Ch u r c h  i s  a t  
c r i t i c a l  c r o s s r o a d s ;  w e  m u s t  b e  
m o r e  v i s i b l e  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  
i n  Lo u i s i a n a  a n d  M i s s i s s i p p i .  W e  
m u s t  t a k e  t h e  c h u r c h  t o  o u r  c o m -
m u n i t i e s ! ”

S hi rl ey  H o p k i ns  D av i s ,  P h. D .  i s  
a m em b er o f  T he M i s s i s s i p p i  A n-
nual  C o nf erence ( A M EC ) .

s o n ,  M V SU  w o n  t h e  SW AC T o u r n a m e n t  a n d  
f a c e d  Du k e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  r o u n d  o f  t h e  
N CAA M e n ’ s  B a s k e t b a l l  T o u r n a m e n t .

W h i l e  a t  M V SU ,  St r i b l i n g  w o n  f o u r  r e g u -
l a r - s e a s o n  SW AC c h a m p i o n s h i p s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  
t h r e e  t o u r n a m e n t  t i t l e s .  Af t e r  2 2  y e a r s  l e a d -
i n g  t h e  De l t a  De v i l s ,  h e  l e f t  t h e  s c h o o l  w i t h  
a  3 1 5 - 3 0 7  r e c o r d  i n  2 0 0 5 ,  t h e  m o s t  c o a c h i n g  
w i n s  i n  s c h o o l ’ s  h i s t o r y .

St r i b l i n g  t o o k  t h e  h e a d  c o a c h i n g  j o b  a t  T o u -
g a l o o  Co l l e g e  i n  2 0 0 5  a n d  m o v e d  t o  R i d g e -
l a n d ,  M S w h e r e  h e  j o i n e d  M o u n t  Ch a r i t y  
M . B .  Ch u r c h ,  w h e r e  h e  c o n t i n u e d  a  t r a d i t i o n  
o f  t a k i n g  h i s  p l a y e r s  t o  c h u r c h  o n  Su n d a y s .

H e  s p e n t  s e v e n  y e a r s  c o a c h i n g  t h e  B u l l -
d o g s .  Du r i n g  t h a t  t i m e ,  h e  w o n  f o u r  G u l f  
Co a s t  At h l e t i c  Co n f e r e n c e  r e g u l a r - s e a s o n  
t i t l e s ,  o n e  Co n f e r e n c e - t o u r n a m e n t  t i t l e ,  t h r e e  
Co n f e r e n c e  Co a c h  o f  t h e  Y e a r  a w a r d s  a n d  
f i v e  N AIA n a t i o n a l  t o u r n a m e n t s .  H e  c o a c h e d  
h i s  t e a m  t o  t h e  s c h o o l ’ s  f i r s t  G CAC r e g u l a r -
s e a s o n  t i t l e .

Co a c h  St r i b l i n g ’ s  2 0 1 0 - 2 0 1 1  s e a s o n  w a s  
a n o t h e r  n o t a b l e  y e a r  w h e n  h e  l e d  t h e  “ Su p e r  
7 ”  t o  b o t h  t h e  r e g u l a r  s e a s o n  a n d  t o u r n a m e n t  
t i t l e s  a n d  t o  t h e  Sw e e t  Si x t e e n  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
t o u r n a m e n t .

St r i b l i n g  i s  a  1 9 8 9  i n d u c t e e  o f  t h e  M i s s i s -
sippi &oaches¶ +all oI )ame, a ���� 6:$& 
H a l l  o f  Fa m e  i n d u c t e e ,  a  2 0 1 0  i n d u c t e e  i n t o  
t h e  M V SU  At h l e t i c  H a l l  o f  Fa m e  a n d  a  2 0 1 8  
M i s s i s s i p p i  Sp o r t s  H a l l  o f  Fa m e  i n d u c t e e .

I n  2 0 1 7 ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l l e y  St a t e  n a m e d  i t s  
b a s k e t b a l l  c o u r t ,  i n  p a r t ,  a f t e r  t h e  l e g e n d a r y  
c o a c h .  T h e  St r i b l i n g - H a r r i s  Co u r t  s e t s  i n  t h e  
R . W .  H a r r i s o n  Ar e n a  o n  t h e  c a m p u s .

I n  2 0 2 0 ,  T o u g a l o o  Co l l e g e  u n v e i l e d  t h e  
Co a c h  La f a y e t t e  St r i b l i n g  Co u r t .  M o s t  r e c -

o g n i z e d  f o r  h i s  u n i q u e  s t y l e  o f  d r e s s  a n d  h i s  
o u t s t a n d i n g  w i n n i n g  w a y s ,  St r i b l i n g  w a s  a  
t r a i l b l a z e r  i n  t h e  c o a c h i n g  a r e n a  a n d  h i s  d e d i -
c a t i o n  a n d  h a r d  w o r k  d i d  n o t  g o  u n n o t i c e d .

St r i b l i n g  a l w a y s  w e l c o m e d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  g a t h e r  w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y  a n d  l o v e d  o n e s  f o r  
p o u n d  c a k e ,  w a l k s  d o w n  m e m o r y  l a n e  a n d  e n -
c o u r a g i n g  t a l k s .

H e  l e a v e s  t o  c h e r i s h  h i s  m e m o r i e s  f o u r  c h i l -
d r e n ,  P a m e l a  St r i b l i n g  Co t t e n  ( Cl i f t o n ,  Sr . ) ,  
De b o r a h  St r i b l i n g - H i l l  ( Cu r t i s  Sp u r l o c k ) ,  
De r r i c k  M c B e a t h  Sr .  ( V a l e r i e  B r e w e r )  a n d  
B y r o n  St r i b l i n g  ( H a r m o n y ) ;  h i s  g r a n d c h i l -
d r e n ,  Ca m e s h a  Co t t e n  H a t c h e t t  ( M a r c h e n n e ) ,  
Cl i f t o n  Co t t e n  J r .  ( Sa r a ) ,  Da r r y l  B r y a n t  H i l l  
( R i b k a h ) ,  K a e l a  M c B e a t h ,  De r r i c k  M c B e a t h  
J r .  a n d  H a r p e r  St r i b l i n g ;  a n d  h i s  g r e a t - g r a n d -
c h i l d r e n ,  M i c a h ,  Ch a s e ,  Lo n d o n ,  Av a ,  La n e ,  
R y l e i g h ,  Z o e  a n d  N u r i .

La f a y e t t e ’ s  s o n - i n - w a w  Da r r y l  G .  H i l l ,  
d a u g h t e r s - i n - l a w  V a l e r i e  a n d  H a r m o n y ,  a n d  
g r a n d d a u g h t e r  H a r p e r  p r e c e d e d  h i m  i n  d e a t h .

H o m e g o i n g  s e r v i c e s  w i l l  b e  h e l d  a t  T o u g a -
l o o  Co l l e g e  i n  t h e  g y m n a s i u m  Sa t u r d a y  a t  1 1  
a . m .  H e  w i l l  b e  b u r i e d  a t  G a l l o w a y  Ce m e t e r y  
i n  Ca r t h a g e ,  M S.  

Dr .  Ca r m e n  J .  W a l t e r s ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  T o u -
g a l o o  Co l l e g e  s a i d ,  “ O u r  h e a r t s  a r e  w i t h  t h e  
f a m i l y  a n d  l o v e d  o n e s  o f  c o a c h  La f a y e t t e  
St r i b l i n g .  As  p a r t  o f  t h e  T o u g a l o o  f a m i l y ,  
c o a c h  St r i b l i n g  s e r v e d  a s  a n  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  
m a n y  y o u n g  a t h l e t e s ,  w i t h  h i s  g r e a t  e x a m p l e s  
o f  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e ,  h a r d  w o r k  a n d  p e r s e v e r -
a n c e  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  c h a l l e n g e s  
n o t  o n l y  i n  s p o r t s ,  b u t  i n  l i f e .  H e  w i l l  b e  t r u l y  
m i s s e d ,  a n d  o u r  t h o u g h t s  a n d  p r a y e r s  a r e  e x -
t e n d e d  t o  a l l  t h o s e  h e  l e a v e s  b e h i n d . ”

t o p  t w o  c a n d i d a t e s  w i t h  W a d e  G r e e n  r e c e i v i n g  
a b o u t  2 7 %  o f  t h e  v o t e s  a n d  Cl o y  r e c e i v i n g  a p -
p r o x i m a t e l y  2 3 %  o f  t h e  v o t e .  

T h e  r u n o f f  e l e c t i o n  w i l l  b e  T u e s d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  
2 3 .
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z a t i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  b u i l t  t r u s t  i n  t h e i r  l o c a l  c o m -
m u n i t i e s  a n d  w i l l  b e  t h e  ‘ b o o t s  o n  t h e  g r o u n d ’  
t h a t  w i l l  c o n n e c t  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  t o  c r i t i c a l  r e -
s o u r c e s  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g :  

� fi nancial assistance and access to capital 
•  c o n t r a c t i n g  a n d  p r o c u r e m e n t  
•  m a r k e t i n g ,  o p e r a t i o n s ,  b u s i n e s s  d e v e l o p -

m e n t ,  a n d  e x p o r t i n g  
� industry�specifi c training.
G r e e r  s a i d  t h e  CSLC i s  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  

s o m e  g r e a t  “ Sp o k e s ”  i n c l u d i n g :  N o r t h  Ce n t r a l  

P l a n n i n g  De v e l o p m e n t  Di s t r i c t  ( N CP DD)  a n d  
Ce n t r a l  M i s s i s s i p p i  P l a n n i n g  De v e l o p m e n t  Di s -
t r i c t  ( CM P DD) .

“ O u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  t h e s e  p a r t n e r s  a r e  p r e -
p a r e d  t o  h i t  t h e  g r o u n d  a l r e a d y  r u n n i n g  t o  h e l p  
s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  s t a r t i n g  De c e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 1 . ”

De c e m b e r  1  i s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  SB A’ s  
CN P P  i n i t i a t i v e .

Fo r m o re i nf o rm ati o n o n S B A ’ s  C N P P  at the 
C S L C  H ub ,  cal l  6 6 2  8 3 4 - 0 9 0 5  o r em ai l  co m m u-
ni ty l e9 3 5 5 0 @ b el l s o uth. net
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Bishop Stafford Joe Nathan Wicker Reverend Dr. Constance Belin Wicker

New Amec Bishop calls church to meet in 
Edwards, MS – Casting The Vision

Mississippi

AARP is working to protect Americans 50-plus by 
making sure you have the latest information 
about the COVID-19 vaccines and the distribution 
in Mississippi. 

Find out who’s eligible for the vaccine, when and 
where vaccines are available, and what you need 
to discuss with your doctor before you decide. 

Just visit our website to get the most up-to-
date vaccine information, including options for 
homebound Mississippians.

Learn more about the COVID-19 
vaccine availability and distribution 
at aarp.org/MSvaccine

Get the facts 
about the 
COVID-19 vaccine.
AARP has the 
latest information.

Paid for by AARP

CANDIDATES VOTES       PRECENT
CRI SLER 10, 111       31.1%
JO NES  7, 869       24.2%
SEALS  7, 047       21.6%
HARRI S-
WI LLI AMS 2, 605       8%
G REEN  1, 103       3.4%
SPO O NER 1, 038       3.2%
WALL  883       2.7%
TANNEHI LL 749       2.3%
CASTO N 329       1.0%
MAY F I ELD 299       0.9%
THO MPSO N 280       0.9%
MATO RY  150       0.5%
WEST SR 102       0.3%

98%  REPO RTI NG

CANDIDATES VOTES       PRECENT
HI CK S  6, 013       55.8%
MACK  HARRI S 4, 759       44.2%

CANDIDATES VOTES       PRECENT
WADE G REEN 1, 365       27.3%
CLO Y   1, 153       23.1%
MY LES,  SR. 704       14.1%
BENSO N,  SR. 680       13.6%
BI G  WHI TE 440       8.8%
STEWART 310       6.2%
G RAY   268       5.4%
LEV ELLE 
MANU AL 81       1.6%

100%  REPO RTI NG

Hinds County Sheriff

Hinds County 
Court District 1

Hinds County 
Constable District 5
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T y l e r  Da n i e l  s a y s  h e  f e l t  s h o c k  
a n d  h o r r o r  w h e n  h e  s a w  a  p o s t e r  
t h a t  h a d  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  St a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  p r e s i d e n t ’ s  f a c e  d e -
f a c e d  w i t h  a n  Ad o l f  H i t l e r  m u s -
t a c h e ,  a  s w a s t i k a  s c r a w l e d  i n  t h e  
u p p e r  c o r n e r .

An o t h e r  s i g n  o n  t h e  St a r k v i l l e  
c a m p u s  T u e s d a y  r e a d ,  “ H e i l  
St a t e , ”  t h e  “ s ’ ’  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  a  
swastiNa. ³+ail 6tate¶¶ is fi ght 
s o n g  a n d  a t h l e t i c  r a l l y i n g  c r y  f o r  
t h e  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h  a b o u t  
2 3 , 0 0 0  s t u d e n t s .

“ W e  d i d n ’ t  k n o w  w h a t  t h o s e  
s y m b o l s  w e r e  t h e r e  t o  r e p r e -
s e n t , ”  Da n i e l ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
c a m p u s  J e w i s h  s t u d e n t s ’  o r g a -
n i z a t i o n  H i l l e l ,  t o l d  T h e  As -
s o c i a t e d  P r e s s  o n  Fr i d a y .  “ W e  
d i d n ’ t  k n o w  w h y  t h e y  w e r e  t h e r e  
–  i f  t h e r e  w a s  a n y  d a n g e r .  It  w a s  
v e r y  s c a r y  t o  u s . ’ ’

T h e  2 4 - y e a r - o l d  P h . D.  s t u d e n t  
s a i d  h e  f o u n d  o u t  t h e  s i g n s  w e r e  
p a r t  o f  a  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  a  p o l i c y  
m a n d a t i n g  CO V ID- 1 9  v a c c i n a -
t i o n s  f o r  u n i v e r s i t y  f a c u l t y  a n d  
s t a f f .

T h e  b o a r d  t h a t  g o v e r n s  M i s -
s i s s i p p i ’ s  p u b l i c  u n i v e r s i t i e s  
v o t e d  M o n d a y  t o  r e q u i r e  t h a t  
m o s t  e m p l o y e e s  b e  v a c c i n a t e d  
a g a i n s t  CO V ID- 1 9 ,  a f t e r  a n  e x -
e c u t i v e  o r d e r  f r o m  P r e s i d e n t  J o e  
B i d e n  m a n d a t i n g  v a c c i n a t i o n  f o r  
e m p l o y e e s  o f  c o m p a n i e s  o r  i n -
s t i t u t i o n s  w i t h  f e d e r a l  c o n t r a c t s .  
O t h e r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a r o u n d  t h e  
U . S.  a r e  m a k i n g  s i m i l a r  d e c i -
s i o n s .

Al t h o u g h  a b o u t  7 5 %  o f  M i s -
s i s s i p p i  St a t e  e m p l o y e e s  w e r e  a l -
r e a d y  v a c c i n a t e d ,  t h e  n e w s  w a s  
n o t  w e l c o m e d  b y  s o m e  u n v a c c i -

n a t e d  w o r k e r s .
Da n i e l  s a i d  h e  s p o k e  t o  t h e  

p r o t e s t e r  w h o  h e l d  t h e  s i g n  w i t h  
t h e  d e f a c e d  p h o t o  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i  
St a t e  P r e s i d e n t  M a r k  K e e n u m .  
H e  s a i d  t h e  m a n  t o l d  h i m  a  v a c -
c i n e  m a n d a t e  i s  a k i n  t o  N a z i s m .  
Da n i e l  s a i d  h e  e x p l a i n e d  w h y  i t  
w a s  o f f e n s i v e  a n d  f r i g h t e n i n g  t o  
s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  a b l e  t o  
c o m e  t o  a  p l a c e  o f  u n d e r s t a n d -
i n g .

“ It ’ s  j u s t  s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  h a v e  
p a t i e n c e ,  a n d  h a v e  u n d e r s t a n d -
i n g ,  b e  s t r o n g ,  a n d  c o n d e m n  
t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  w r o n g , ’ ’  Da n i e l  
s a i d .  “ W h e n  y o u ’ r e  a p p r o a c h e d  
b y  t h o s e  w h o  d i d  t h e  w r o n g  
t h i n g ,  y o u  h a v e  t o  t a k e  t h e  t i m e  
t o  t a l k  t o  t h e m  a n d  h e l p  e x p l a i n  
t o  t h e m  w h y  w h a t  t h e y  d i d  w a s  
w r o n g . ’ ’

Da n i e l  a n d  o t h e r  H i l l e l  b o a r d  
m e m b e r s  r e l e a s e d  a  s t a t e m e n t  

s a y i n g  CO V ID- 1 9  s a f e t y  r e -
q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  “ n o t  a t  a l l  a k i n  t o  
t h e  h o r r o r s  o f  N a z i s m ,  a n d  t h o s e  
h o r r o r s  m u s t  n o t  b e  b e l i t t l e d  i n  
t h i s  w a y . ’ ’

“ T o  t h o s e  w h o  p o s t e d  t h e  
s i g n s ,  w e  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  
f a m i l i a r i z e  y o u r s e l f  w i t h  t h e  
e g r e g i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  H o l o c a u s t  
i n  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  t h e  
i n c l u s i o n  o f  N a z i  i m a g e r y  i s  u n -
r e s e r v e d l y  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  i n  y o u r  

p o l i t i c a l  m e s s a g i n g , ’ ’  i t  r e a d .
Da n i e l  s a i d  t h e  J e w i s h  p o p u -

l a t i o n  a t  M i s s i s s i p p i  St a t e ,  a l -
t h o u g h  s m a l l ,  i s  a c t i v e  a n d  v i -
b r a n t .  H e  s a i d  a n t i - Se m i t i s m  i s  
r a r e  o n  c a m p u s ,  a n d  h i s  o r g a -
n i z a t i o n  f e e l s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y .

M i s s i s s i p p i  St a t e  s p o k e s m a n  
Si d  Sa l t e r  t o l d  t h e  AP  t h a t  a b o u t  
3 0  t o  3 5  p r o t e s t e r s  t o o k  t o  Dr i l l  
Fi e l d ,  a  g r e e n  s p a c e  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  

o f  c a m p u s ,  o n  T u e s d a y .  H e  s a i d  
school oIfi cials believe partici�
p a n t s  w e r e  a  m i x  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i  
St a t e  e m p l o y e e s ,  o u t s i d e r s  a n d  
s t u d e n t s .

M o s t  o f  t h e  s i g n s  d i d  n o t  r e f -
e r e n c e  N a z i s m .  T h e  s i g n  w i t h  
t h e  K e e n u m  p h o t o  w a s  b e i n g  
h e l d  b y  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  c r o w d ,  
Da n i e l  s a i d .  A f e w  o t h e r s  w e r e  
s t r e w n  a r o u n d  R e s e a r c h  P a r k ,  
h o m e  t o  s e v e r a l  r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u -
t i o n s .

M i s s i s s i p p i  St a t e  De p a r t m e n t  
o f  Fo r e s t r y  r e s e a r c h  a s s o c i a t e  
M a r k  M u r p h y ,  w h o  d i d  n o t  u s e  
N a z i  s y m b o l s  d u r i n g  t h e  p r o t e s t ,  
s a i d  h e  a p o l o g i z e d  t o  Da n i e l .

“ W e  h a d  n o  c o n t r o l  o v e r  w h o  
a t t e n d e d  o r  w h o  m a d e  w h a t  
s i g n , ”  M u r p h y  w r o t e  i n  a n  
e m a i l .  “ T h a t  w a s  a n d  i s  n o t  o u r  
m e s s a g e .  W e  a r e  a g a i n s t  t h i s  
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m a n d a t e  a n d  
n o t h i n g  e l s e . ”

Sa l t e r  s a i d  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  d o e s  
n o t  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  p e o p l e  e x e r -
c i s i n g  f r e e  s p e e c h  o n  c a m p u s ,  
“ e v e n  i f  t h e  f r e e  s p e e c h  i s  s o m e -
t i m e s  o f f e n s i v e . ’ ’

T h e  r e s p o n s e  f r o m  K e e n u m  
w a s  s w i f t  a n d  c l e a r .

“ I c o n d e m n  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e s e  
i m a g e s  i n  t h a t  s e t t i n g  –  i n  a n y  
s e t t i n g  –  o n  t h e  M SU  c a m p u s  
o r  a n y w h e r e , ’ ’  K e e n u m  w r o t e  
i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  H i l l e l .  “ T h e r e  i s  
n o  p l a c e  f o r  s u c h  e g r e g i o u s  d i s -
p l a y s . ’ ’

L eah W i l l i ngham  i s  a co rp s  
m em b er f o r the A s s o ci ated  
P res s / R ep o rt f o r A m eri ca S tate-
ho us e N ew s  I ni ti ati v e.  R ep o rt f o r 
America is a nonprofi t national 
s erv i ce p ro gram  that p l aces  
j o urnal i s ts  i n l o cal  new s ro o m s  to  
rep o rt o n und erco v ered  i s s ues .

T h e  f a m i l y  o f  a  W o r l d  W a r  II 
v e t e r a n  f r o m  M i s s i s s i p p i  w h o  
was among the fi rst blacN men to 
e n l i s t  i n  t h e  U . S.  M a r i n e  Co r p s  
r e c e i v e d  t h e  Co n g r e s s i o n a l  G o l d  
M e d a l  i n  h o n o r  o f  h i s  s e r v i c e .

U . S.  R e p .  T r e n t  K e l l y ,  a  R e -
p u b l i c a n  w h o  r e p r e s e n t s  a  
n o r t h e a s t e r n  M i s s i s s i p p i - b a s e d  
d i s t r i c t ,  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  m e d a l  t o  
r e l a t i v e s  o f  Em b r a  J a c k s o n  Sr .  
d u r i n g  a  Sa t u r d a y  c e r e m o n y  a t  a  

T u p e l o  c h u r c h .  T h e  m e d a l  i s  o n e  
o f  t h e  n a t i o n ’ s  h i g h e s t  c i v i l i a n  
a w a r d s .

“ M r .  J a c k s o n  w a s  a  t r u e  h e r o , ’ ’  
K e l l y  s a i d  i n  a  s t a t e m e n t .  “ H e  
h a d  a  l o v e  f o r  Am e r i c a  t h a t  c o m -
p e l l e d  h i m  t o  l e a v e  t h e  o n l y  l i f e  
h e  h a d  e v e r  k n o w n  w i t h o u t  a n y  
a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  r e t u r n .  
M r .  J a c k s o n ’ s  g r e a t  p a t r i o t i s m  
w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  r e m e m b e r e d ,  a s  
w i l l  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  h i s  f e l l o w  
M o n t f o r d  P o i n t  M a r i n e s . ’ ’

J a c k s o n  e n l i s t e d  i n  1 9 4 3  a n d  
w a s  a m o n g  m o r e  t h a n  2 0 , 0 0 0  
b l a c k  m e n  w h o  j o i n e d  t h e  M a -
r i n e s  f r o m  1 9 4 2  t o  1 9 4 9 ,  a c -
cording to .elly¶s oIfi ce. They 
s e r v e d  i n  s e g r e g a t e d  m i l i t a r y  
u n i t s  d u r i n g  W W II.

T h e  N o rtheas t M i s s i s s i p p i  
D ai l y  J o urnal  r e p o r t e d  J a c k s o n  
w a s  h o n o r a b l y  d i s c h a r g e d  i n  
1 9 4 6 ,  b e c a m e  a  t e a c h e r  a n d  d i e d  
i n  1 9 8 3  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  5 8  a f t e r  h e  
h a d  r e t i r e d .

T h e  M u s e u m  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i  
H i s t o r y  a n d  M i s s i s s i p p i  Ci v i l  
R i g h t s  M u s e u m  a r e  p a r t n e r -
i n g  w i t h  t h e  Da u g h t e r s  o f  t h e  
Am e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n ,  M i s -
s i s s i p p i  V e t e r a n s  Af f a i r s  a n d  
M i s s i s s i p p i  W a r  V e t e r a n s  M e -
m o r i a l  Co m m i s s i o n  t o  h o n o r  
M i s s i s s i p p i a n s  w h o  s e r v e  
a n d  h a v e  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
St a t e s  Ar m e d  Fo r c e s .  

T h e  e v e n t  b e g i n s  a t  1 0 : 3 0  
a . m .  W e d n e s d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  
1 0 ,  o n  t h e  En e r g y  M i s s i s s i p p i  
P l a z a  a t  t h e  T w o  M i s s i s s i p p i  
M u s e u m s .  CO V ID- 1 9  p r e c a u -
t i o n s  w i l l  b e  i n  p l a c e .

“ M i s s i s s i p p i ’ s  e x t r a o r d i -
n a r y  r e c o r d  o f  m i l i t a r y  s e r -
v i c e  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i n s p i r -
i n g  s t o r i e s  t h a t  w e  s h a r e  i n  t h e  
T w o  M i s s i s s i p p i  M u s e u m s , ”  
s a i d  M DAH  d i r e c t o r  K a t i e  
B l o u n t .  “ W e  a r e  p l e a s e d  t o  
j o i n  w i t h  o u r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  p a y  s p e c i a l  
t r i b u t e  t o  a l l  t h e  m a n y  M i s s i s -
s i p p i a n s  w h o  h a v e  s e r v e d  o u r  
c o u n t r y . ”

 T h e  p r o g r a m  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a  
p e r f o r m a n c e  b y  t h e  4 1 s t  Ar m y  
B a n d ,  a  m o m e n t  o f  s i l e n c e ,  
r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  v e t e r a n s  i n  
a t t e n d a n c e ,  m e m o r i a l  v o l l e y ,  
w r e a t h  l a y i n g  a n d  a  k e y n o t e  

s p e e c h  d e l i v e r e d  b y  M a j o r  
G e n e r a l  J a n s o n  D.  B o y l e s  –  
t h e  Ad j u t a n t  G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  
M i s s i s s i p p i  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d .  

T h e  m u s e u m s  a r e  o f f e r i n g  
f r e e  a d m i s s i o n  t o  t h o s e  c u r -
r e n t l y  s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  
v e t e r a n s  a n d  a  f a m i l y  m e m b e r  
o f  a  v e t e r a n  o n  N o v e m b e r  1 0 .

T h e  m u s e u m s  o p e n  f r o m  
9  a . m .  t o  5  p . m . ,  T u e s d a y  
t h r o u g h  Sa t u r d a y .  T h e  m u s e -
u m s  o p e n  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e  o n  
Su n d a y s  f r o m  n o o n  t o  4  p . m .  

Fo r m o re i nf o r m ati o n,  cal l  
6 0 1 - 5 4 0 - 2 7 9 4  o r em ai l  C o l o -
nel  A l l en M cD ani el  at am c-
d ani el @ ngam s . o rg.
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The A ssoc ia ted P ress

University students denounce 
use of Nazi symbols at protest

Mississippi veteran 
posthumously awarded 
congressional medal

Two Mississippi 
Museums to host 

Veterans Day ceremony

By Leah Willingham
A ssoc ia ted P ress/ R eport f or A m eric a

A protestor carries a poster displaying a photo of Mississippi State University President Mark Keenum defaced with an Adolf Hitler mustache 
with a swastika during a demonstration against Mississippi State University’s  vaccine mandate, Tuesday, Oct. 26, 2021 in Starkville, Miss. ADAM 
SULLIVAN/THE REFLECTOR VIA AP

U. S. Representative Trent Kelly giving honors to relatives of Embra Jackson Sr.  SOURCE: REP. TRENT KELLY/
FACEBOOK

Mississippi Link Newswire
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J a c k s o n  P u b l i c  Sc h o o l s ,  o f -
fi ce oI 3artners in Education 
welcomes 0ississippi &ol�
lege¶s /aw 6chool as its newest 
community partner.

This partnership began aI�
ter -ohn 3yles, /aw 6tudent 
%ar $ssociation vice president, 
reached out to the district about 
law students volunteering.

³The impact oI their engage�
ment has been tremendous� 
Irom assisting with coordi�
nating distribution oI bottled 
water to extensive worN dur�
ing our %eautifi cation 'ay,́  
says Thea )aulNner, director 
oI 3artners in Education. ³6o, 
-ohn and , discussed creating a 
long term partnership, specifi �

cally as a school adopter. *iven 
their proximity to 2bama 0ag�
net, and a successIul collabora�
tion during a recent event, we 
moved Iorward with this plan,́  
said )aulNner. 

³0& /aw is so excited to 
oIfi cially adopt the %aracN +. 
2bama 0agnet 6chool. :e 
looN Iorward to building long�
lasting relationships and worN�
ing alongside -36 to provide 
our scholars with a rich, educa�
tional experience that will craIt 
them to be leaders in our soci�
ety,́  said 3yles.

3atricia %ennett, 'ean and 
3roIessor oI /aw, 0ississippi 
&ollege 6chool oI /aw, has vis�
ited 2bama 0agnet IreTuent�
ly, including participating in 

%eautifi cation 'ay.
³0& /aw is pleased to adopt 

2bama 0agnet 6chool. 2ur 
new partner in education will 
allow us to introduce elemen�
tary students to the fi eld oI law. 
The /aw 6tudent %ody $ssoci�
ation �/6%$� has begun worN�
ing on the school¶s beautifi ca�
tion proMects. /aw students will 
provide tutoring and help stu�
dents with academic proMects. 
0& /aw students are excited 
to worN with 2bama 0agnet 
students. This is proving to be 
a rewarding experience Ior all 
involved,́  said %ennett,

6everal upcoming events 
have already been planned, in�
cluding another campus clean�
up day and an onsite visit to 

0& /aw 6chool. The clean� up 
day Iollows extensive worN that 
has been done at 2bama to in�
stall an outdoor classroom.

3rincipal -ohn -ohnson is 
elated to welcome 0& /aw 
6chool to the 2bama 0agnet 
Iamily. ³, once read that iI you 
want to touch the Iuture, touch 
a liIe. ,n our case, the stu�
dents Irom 0ississippi &ollege 
6chool oI /aw have touched 
the lives oI 2bama 0agnet 
scholars and staII through their 
generous acts oI service to us.́    

Fo r i nf o rm ati o n regard i ng 
ho w  to  b eco m e a J P S  C o m m u-
ni t y  P artner,  co ntact P artners  
i n Ed ucati o n at 6 0 1  9 6 0 - 8 9 0 4 .

Jackson Public Schools 
welcomes Mississippi 

College’s Law School as its 
newest community partner

PHOTO BY LAFAYETTE HICKS
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-36 introduced their ���1�
���� 6tudent 6chool %oard rep�
resentatives 0onday, 1ovember 
1. Each high school in the district 
was represented.

The representatives are -amar�
ion *ipson, 1�th *rade ± )orest 
+ill +igh 6choo� -averan %attle, 
1�th *rade ± &allaway +igh 
6choo� .ayla +aslett, 1�th *rade 
± -im +ill +igh 6chool� -aNyla 
0itchell, 1�th *rade ± /anier 
+igh 6chool� $ri %radley, 1�th 
*rade ± 0urrah +igh 6chool� 
.eyvon :illiams, 1�th *rade 
± :ingfi eld +igh 6chool� 6yd�
ney +illiard, 11th *rade ± Early 
&ollege +igh 6chool at Tougaloo 
&ollege and &ambria :hite, 1�th 
*rade �±3rovine +igh 6chool.

The goal oI the 6tudent 6chool 
%oard 5epresentatives is to serve 
as a liaison between the board�
level policy and the classroom. 
Each student representative will 
serve as a trustee on behalI oI 
-acNson 3ublic 6chool 'istrict 
students and will be charged 
with providing perspectives on 
students¶ issues oI interest and 
ensuring students¶ voices are 
represented.

+aving received the 6hell 
6cience Teaching $ward in 
��19, $drine 5. :illiams Ielt 
elated when the 1ational 6ci�
ence Teaching $ssociation 
�16T$� asNed her to serve 
on the 6hell 6cience Teach�
ing $ward -udging 3anel.

:illiams¶ expertise as a 
past 6hell award winner en�
abled her to be a valuable as�
set in serving on this panel. 

This group oversees the 
administration oI the award 
by establishing and main�
taining guidelines Ior the 
award and awardee selection 
process. )urthermore, they 
participate in the selection 
process oI semi�fi nalists, fi �
nalists and the awardee by 
using written and video doc�
umentation, as well as com�
pleting site visits as assigned 
by the chair.

³%eing selected to serve 
on this panel is an esteem 
honor,´ said :illiams. ³, am 
humbled by the recognition 
oI others observing my dedi�
cation, passion, Nnowledge�
base and talents to cultivate 
a culture oI excellence and 

integrity.́
:illiams is also part oI 

16T$¶s 3reschool�Elemen�
tary &ommittee where she 
annually reviews all 16T$ 
policies, programs and activ�
ities relating to the teaching 
oI elementary science and 
sees that the interests oI pre�
school and elementary teach�
ers oI science are served by 
the association.

,n ����, she received the 
16T$¶s 5obert <eager award. 
6he was recogni]ed in ��1� 
as a state�level fi nalist Ior the 
3residential $wards Ior Ex�
cellence in 0athematics and 
6cience Teaching 3rogram.

$dditionally, :illiams, 
who began teaching Iourth 
and fi Ith grade science in 
-36 in ����, was named the 
���9 0ississippi 1ew 6ci�
ence Teacher oI the <ear.

6he has advanced in her 
career and now serves as a 
secondary science curricu�
lum lead Ior the district.

:illiams earned a %ach�
elor oI 6cience degree in bi�
ology and a 0aster oI $rts 
degree in education Irom 
-acNson 6tate 8niversity.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Jackson Public Schools 2021-2022 
Student School Board representatives

JPS science lead 
teacher selected

to serve on the Shell 
Science Teaching 

Award Judging Panel

Pictured left to right: Assistant Superintendent Laketia Marshall Thomas, Javeran Battle, Sydney Hillard, Cambria White, JaKayla Mitchell, Superintendent Errick L. Greene, Ari 
Bradley, Keyvon Williams, Jamarion Gibson and Kayla Haslett

Williams
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8.6. health oIfi cials on Tues�
day gave the fi nal signoII to 
3fi ]er¶s Nid�si]e &29,'�19 
shot, a milestone that opens a 
maMor expansion oI the nation¶s 
vaccination campaign to chil�
dren as young as �.

The )ood and 'rug $dmin�
istration already authori]ed the 
shots Ior children �ages � to 11� 
doses Must a third oI the amount 
given to teens and adults. %ut 
the &enters Ior 'isease &on�
trol and 3revention Iormally 
recommends who should re�
ceive )'$�cleared vaccines.

The announcement by &'& 
director 'r. 5ochelle :alen�
sNy came only hours aIter an 
advisory panel unanimously 
decided 3fi ]er¶s shots should 
be opened to the �� million 
youngsters in that age group.

The decision marNs the fi rst 
opportunity Ior $mericans 
under 1� to get the powerIul 
protection oI any &29,'�19 
vaccine.

³$s a mom, , encourage par�
ents with Tuestions to talN to 
their pediatrician, school nurse 
or local pharmacist to learn 
more about the vaccine and 
the importance oI getting their 
children vaccinated,´ :alen�
sNy said Tuesday night, in a 
statement.

,n remarNs earlier in the day, 
she said while the risN oI se�
vere disease and death is lower 
in young children than adults, 
it is real ± and that &29,'�19 
has had a proIound social, 
mental health and educational 
impact on youngsters, includ�
ing widening disparities in 
learning.

³There are children in the 
second grade who have never 
experienced a normal school 
year,´ :alensNy said. ³3ediat�
ric vaccination has the power 
to help us change all oI that.́

3resident -oe %iden called 
the decision ³a turning point.́

³,t will allow parents to end 
months oI anxious worrying 
about their Nids, and reduce 
the extent to which children 
spread the virus to others,´ he 
said in a statement. ³,t is a ma�
Mor step Iorward Ior our nation 
in our fi ght to deIeat the virus.́

The $merican $cademy oI 
3ediatrics welcomed the deci�
sion as its members get ready 
to start the fi rst inMections into 
little arms, which the &'& 
said could begin ³as soon as 
possible.́  The �� to 11�year�
olds will receive two low dos�
es, three weeNs apart, oI the 
vaccine made by 3fi ]er and its 
partner %io1Tech ± the same 
schedule as everyone else, but 

using a smaller needle.
3fi ]er over the weeNend be�

gan shipping millions oI the 
pediatric shots to states, doc�
tors¶ oIfi ces and pharmacies 
± in orange caps, to avoid mix�
ups with purple�capped vials 
oI adult vaccine.

0any parents have clam�
ored Ior vaccine protection 
Ior youngsters so they can re�
sume normal childhood activi�
ties without risNing their own 
health ± or Iear bringing the 
virus home to a more vulnera�
ble Iamily member. %ut &'&¶s 
advisers said they recogni]e 
many parents also have Tues�
tions, and may be IearIul oI the 
vaccine because oI rampant 
misinIormation.

$s Ior saIety, more than 1�� 
million $mericans have saIely 
gotten two doses oI 3fi ]er¶s 
Iull�strength shots ± includ�
ing more than � million 1�� to 
1��year�olds.

³, have vaccinated my 

Nids,´ said &'& adviser 'r. 
+elen .eipp Talbot oI 9ander�
bilt 8niversity, saying she 
wouldn¶t recommend some�
thing Ior other Iamilies unless 
she was comIortable with it Ior 
her own. ³:e have seen the 
devastation oI this disease.́

,n the 8.6., there have been 
more than �,3�� coronavirus�
related hospitali]ations oI Nids 
ages � to 11, about a third re�
Tuiring intensive care, accord�
ing to government data. The 
&'& has recorded at least 9� 
deaths in that age group, with 
additional reports under inves�
tigation.

$nd while the 8.6. has seen 
a recent downturn in &29�
,'�19 cases, experts are wor�
ried about another upticN with 
holiday travel and as winter 
sends more activity indoors 
where it¶s easier Ior the coro�
navirus to spread.

3fi ]er¶s study oI �,��� 
youngsters Iound the Nid�si]e 

vaccine is nearly 91� eIIec�
tive at preventing symptom�
atic &29,'�19 ± based on 1� 
diagnoses among Nids given 
dummy shots compared to Must 
three who got the real vaccina�
tion.

The )'$ examined more 
children, a total oI 3,1�� who 
were vaccinated, in conclud�
ing the shots are saIe. The 
younger children experienced 
similar or Iewer reactions ± 
such as sore arms, Iever or 
achiness ± than teens or young 
adults get aIter larger doses.

That study wasn¶t large 
enough to detect any extreme�
ly rare side eIIects, such as the 
heart inÀ ammation that occa�
sionally occurs aIter the sec�
ond Iull�strength dose, mostly 
in young men and teen boys. 
5egulators ultimately decided 
the benefi ts Irom vaccination 
outweigh the potential that 
younger Nids getting a smaller 
dose also might experience 
that rare risN.

6ome oI &'&¶s advisers 
said Ior some parents, decid�
ing to get their children vacci�
nated may hinge on that small 
but scary risN.

³The risN oI some sort oI 
bad heart involvement is much 
higher iI you get &ovid than iI 
you get this vaccine,´ 'r. 0at�
thew 2ster, a pediatric cardi�
ologist at Emory 8niversity, 
told the panel. ³&ovid is much 
risNier to the heart.́

/ast weeN, )'$¶s advisers 
struggled with whether every 
young child needed a vaccine. 
<oungsters hospitali]ed with 
&29,'�19 are more liNely to 
have high�risN conditions such 
as obesity or diabetes. %ut oth�
erwise healthy children can 

get seriously ill, too, and the 
&'&¶s advisers ultimately rec�
ommended the shots Ior all oI 
them ± even children who¶ve 
already recovered Irom a bout 
oI &29,'�19.

&'& oIfi cials calculated that 
Ior every ���,��� youngsters 
vaccinated, between 1�,��� 
and ��,��� &29,'�19 cases ± 
and between �� and ��� hospi�
tali]ations ± in that age group 
would be prevented, depend�
ing on the pandemic¶s traMec�
tory. $nd &'& oIfi cials noted 
that &29,'�19 has caused 
more deaths in this age group 
than some other diseases, such 
as chicNenpox, did beIore chil�
dren were routinely vaccinated 
against them.

:hat about younger chil�
dren" 3fi ]er is testing shots 
Ior babies and preschoolers 
and expects data around the 
end oI the year. The similarly 
made 0oderna vaccine also is 
being studied with young chil�
dren. %ut the )'$ still hasn¶t 
cleared its use in teens, and 
the company is delaying its ap�
plication Ior younger children 
pending that review.

$ Iew countries have begun 
using other &29,'�19 vac�
cines in children under 1�, 
including &hina, which Must 
began vaccinations Ior 3�year�
olds. %ut many that use the 
3fi ]er�%io1Tech vaccine are 
watching the 8.6. decision, 
and European regulators Must 
began considering the compa�
nies¶ Nid�si]e doses.

The $ssociated 3ress +ealth 
and 6cience 'epartment re�
ceives support Irom the +ow�
ard +ughes 0edical ,nstitute¶s 
'epartment.
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If there is 
anything that 
you like to do 
that gets in the 
way of your 
serving the 
Lord, just give 

it up. What you will receive 
is so much more worthwhile 
than what you give up. When 
you get in Christ, you have 
real friends. If you were to 
leave your purse or wallet 
somewhere with money in it 
and stay all night, you would 
not have to worry; it would 
still be there. Aren’t those 
good friends? If you get in 
need, they will help you too.

Sin will take you to places 
of degradation, harm and even 
death. The Apostle Paul was a 
changed man. He even loved 

things that he used to hate 
because the Lord turned him 
around. That is the way it was 
with me. The Lord turned me 
around. Before I was saved, 
(Christian) all my fun was sin. 
But I thank God, I can raise 
my hands to the glory of God 
and shout the victory.

God can deliver anyone 
Irom powers and inÀ uences 
that people have over your 
liIe. *od must taNe fi rst place. 
He has the government of 
your life. He has the details of 
your life, and if you are going 
to walk with God, you must 
walk God’s way regardless of 
what people think or threaten 
you with.

The early church was 
threatened unto death, and 
some of them were killed, but 
they followed God even unto 
death, and it was profi table 

for them. Paul was to be de-
livered from the people.

I want to encourage you to 
serve *od. %e defi nite when 
people ask you if you are go-
ing to Heaven. Do not tell 
them that you do not know or 
that you are not prepared to 
go. Get right with God, and 
tell them, “Yes, by the grace 
of God, I am going to Heaven. 
I want to live for God more 
than anything.”

Serve God with all your 
strength. Paul, speaking in 
Acts 26:13, said “At midday, 
O King, I saw in the way a 
light from heaven.” The born-
again experience is supernat-
ural; it is divine. You may not 
get it as Paul did or as I got it, 
but it does something for the 
inside of you. It does not stay 
only on the inside; it gets on 
the outside too. It gets in the 

heart and works out through 
every expression on your 
face. It will change where you 
go, what you do and how you 
think.

God tells us what to think 
upon in Philippians 4:8, 
“Finally, brethren, what-
ever things are true, what-
ever things are honest, 
whatever things are just, 
whatever things are pure, 
whatever things are lovely, 
whatever things are of good 
report; if there be any virtue, 
and if there be any praise, 
think on these things.”

To God be the glory.
R ev .  S i m eo n R .  G reen I I I  i s  

p as to r o f  J o y nes  R o ad  C hurch 
o f  G o d ,  3 1  J o y nes  R o ad ,  
H am p to n V A  2 3 6 6 9 .  H e i s  a 
m em b er o f  the N ati o nal  A s s o -
ci ati o n o f  Ev angel i s m  C hurch 
o f  G o d ,  A nd ers o n,  I nd .

www.nhcms.org
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“You want my 
arm to fall off?” 
is one of the most 
memorable lines 
from the 1972 
Oscar nominated 
fi lm /ady 6ings 
the Blues.

In the scene, Billie Holiday (Di-
ana 5oss� has Must fi nished singing 
at a nightclub and is being heckled 
by the crowd for not taking money 
from patrons. As she stands ner-
vous with her head bowed in the 
middle of the stage, a hand is held 
up with a $20 bill in it. Because 
her head is bowed, she doesn’t ini-
tially see the money or the person 
who holds it up. Encouraged by 
the bar owner to take the money 
but still hesitant, she slowly moves 
in the direction of the hand.

As she moves closer to the mon-
ey and a well-manicured hand is 
shown, those now famous words 
are heard and the face of Louis 
McKay (Billy Dee Williams) 
comes out of the shadows. Holi-
day makes lingering eye contact 
with McKay and takes the money.  
6he then fi nishes the musical set 
and takes more money from other 
patrons.

This scene came to mind a few 
weeks ago as I was having a con-
versation with a friend about some 
diIfi cult choices that she was try�
ing to make. She shared how she 
knew that God could answer her 
prayers; she was just stuck not 
knowing what to ask for.

As I listened to her, I thought 
about how God was like McKay. 
He was ready to answer her prayer 
and bless her according to her level 
of faith. All she needed to do was 

ask Him and he would bless her. I 
shared these words of encourage-
ment with her and even showed 
her the video clip since she wasn’t 
that familiar with the movie.

I think part of the reason why 
Holiday hesitated to take the 
money is the same reason why my 
friend is not sure of what to pray:    
she knows what is being offered 
but is not familiar with who is of-
fering it. It sometimes happens 
when we don’t spend as much time 
with God; we may not recognize 
when he is trying to bless us or 
wants to move in our lives.

My friend admitted that she 
hadn’t spent much time in prayer 
with God lately and that she 
missed the close intimacy that 
came from spending time with 
God. I assured her that in spite 
of feeling that way, God was still 
waiting to bless her. He was just 
waiting on her to ask Him.

Jeremiah 32:17 reminds us 
about the outstretched arm of God: 
“Ah, Lord God! Behold, You have 
made the heavens and the earth by 
your great power and outstretched 
arm. There is nothing too hard for 
You.”

We should not just focus on get-
ting the blessing from God but 
also on getting to know better the 
One who loves to bless us. When 
we have that close, intimate rela-
tionship with God, we will trust 
Him and won’t hesitate to go to 
Him for whatever our needs are.

S hew and a R i l ey  i s  the autho r o f  
“ L o v e H ango v er:  M o v i ng Fro m  
P ai n to  P urp o s e A f ter a R el ati o n-
s hi p  End s ”  and  “ W ri ti ng to  the 
B eat o f  G o d ’ s  H eart:  A  B o o k  o f  
P ray ers  f o r W ri ters . ”  Em ai l  p re-
s erv ed b y p urp o s e@ gm ai l . co m  o r 
T w i tter @ s hew and a.
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P R E S E R V E DServe God with 
all our strength

Do you want 
God’s arm
to fall o� ? 

 By Shewanda Riley
C ol u m nist
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SUNDAY
Worship Services

10 a.m.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic
in-person worship services have been 

temporarily suspended.
Please worship with us each Sunday via 

Facebook or our YouTube channel at CHMBC Pastor
Chauncy L. Jordon

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

 By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Spec ia l  to The Mississippi Link



I like to watch 
horse operas (cowboy 
shows) on television 
and in the movies. 
Gunsmoke and The 
5iÀ eman are two oI 
my Iavorites. ,t could 

be argued that I have watched every 
episode. The diIIerent scenes are at 
my instant recall. I have watched 
them Ior so long that , even Nnow 
when they are going to commercial 
breaks. 

Butch Cassidy and the Sundance 
.id along with The 0agnifi cent 
6even are two oI my Iavorite mov�
ies. 6ix shooters going oII and shot�
guns blazing have always played a 
maMor role in these shows and mov�
ies. 

Getting shot and\ or killed were 
maMor story lines Ior almost every 
rendition oI *unsmoNe and The 
5iÀ eman. That was the wild, wild 
west. I was almost surprised when 
no shots were fi red. 

The movies I mentioned also had 
shooting as a consistent theme. It 
has always been that way. Will it 
change? 

:hile watching all the shoot�
ings and mischieI play out, , Nnew 
there were IaNe bullets and guns. 
, understood Iully that the men 
and women presumably injured or 
Nilled weren¶t that at all. $Iter all, 

these were just weekly television 
shows and movies. Actors playing 
roles and getting paid handsomely 
to get shot. 

+owever, , have wondered a time 
or two about the IaNe bullets. 0y 
thoughts were centered around 
who was in charge oI checNing Ior 
blanNs to put into the guns" $ddi�
tionally, , thought there are com�
panies out here who manuIacture 
these bullets Ior +ollywood pro�
ductions. 

N ot in a million years did I think 
someone would get shot and killed 
on a movie set. 6adly, it did happen. 
This is tragic and unthinNable giv�
en the resources and personnel that 
are attached to the movie industry. 

But here we are with real death 
and injury on a movie set. 

'uring the fi lming oI the western 
entitled, 5ust, $lec %aldwin, Iamed 
actor, accidently shot and Nilled 
+alyna +utchins, cinematographer 
who was a part oI the crew. $n�
other member oI the set, -oel 6ou]a 
was injured in the shoulder with the 
weapon fi red by %aldwin.

Santa Fe County ( N ew Mexico) 
6heriII $dan 0endo]a said, ³2bvi�
ously, , thinN the industry has had 
a record recently oI being saIe.́  
+e added, ³%ut , thinN there are 
some saIety issues that need to be 
addressed by the industry and pos�
sibly by the state oI 1ew 0exico.́

Baldwin spoke with a reporter on 
Saturday expressing remorse and 

grieI. +e said, ³The shooting was a 
one�in�a� trillion episode.́

It is clear there will be a lengthy 
and comprehensive investigation. 
There will not be a rush to Mudg�
ment.  

$ccording to reports, the fi lm, 
R ust will not resume shooting. This 
fi lm in my opinion will never see 
the light oI day again. 

There are crew members oI the 
R ust set who have made comments 
about what happened.

2ne crew member said, ³There 
were no saIety meetings. There was 
no assurance that it wouldn¶t hap�
pen again. All they wanted to do 
was rush, rush, rush.́

Those comments were made aI�
ter two real shots were fi red. This 
happened aIter being told the gun 
was ³cold,´ meaning it didn¶t have 
ammunition in it, including blanNs. 

This occurred beIore the %ald�
win incident. 

The movie industry is now go�
ing to become both apprehensive 
and deliberate about the necessary 
steps in order to ensure public saIe�
ty while fi lming. This unIortunate 
incident will stay in the minds oI 
many Ior years to come. -obs, posi�
tions and protocols will be reevalu�
ated and reassessed. N othing will 
be taNen Ior granted or assumed. 

The hurtIul and Iorever painIul 
part oI this is that it tooN death to 
create more awareness about gun 
saIety on movie sets.

9eterans 'ay was cre�
ated as ³$rmistice 'ay´ 
on 1ovember 11, 1919, 
the fi rst anniversary oI 
the end oI :orld :ar ,. ,t 
became a national holiday 
by an act oI &ongress in 

193�. $s we honor the memory oI those 
who served in this great conÀ ict, sepa�
rately and apart Irom other occasions 
honoring our :ar service members, let 
us not Iorget the special struggles oI 
blacN veterans, especially during the 
years Iollowing :orld :ar ,.

:e have seen Irom history that $Iri�
can $mericans who Iought Ior the Iree�
dom oI others on distant shores, came 
home to disenIranchisement, segrega�
tion, and subhuman treatment on every 
Iront where they should have received 
respect and eTuality Ior having served. 

:e have seen Irom a historical point 
that a black soldier named Charles 
/ewis, recently discharged Irom the 
military, was lynched in uniIorm in 
+ichman, .entucNy� in 19��, Iour blacN 
soldiers were Nilled aIter a white store 
owner claimed they tried to take over 
his place� in 19�� -oe 1athan 5oberts, a 
blacN 1avy veteran, studying at Temple 
U niversity on the G.I. Bill was abducted 

and shot because he wouldn¶t say ³6ir´ 
to white men.

:hat is so important about these sto�
ries today is that iI ³&ritical 5ace The�
ory’’ is allowed to be implemented on 
the scale white legislatures and school 
boards are trying to do, to saniti]e all 
discussion oI $merica¶s racist past, these 
stories will be lost along with the racist 
history they represent.

/et us not Iorget that we have over 
99 $Irican $merican servicemen who 
earned and received the 0edal oI +onor 
in battle, fi ghting, and in some cases dy�
ing Ior a country who would only honor 
them when the À ag was draped over 
their coIfi ns and taps played at their 
graveside.

It is up to us to remember and honor 
our own, in spite oI what this nation does 
or how it seeNs to change or erase the his�
tory that we bled and sacrifi ced to build. 
<es, this 9eterans 'ay, let¶s remember 
our own� and not by catching the latest 
sales. +ow about reÀ ecting on how we 
can individually build on what they leIt" 
Things liNe registering to vote, spend�
ing money with those who support us, 
demanding respect Ior ourselves and our 
elders, and remembering that we are still 
³%lacN´ to $merica whether we are rich, 
poor, educated, homeless or ignorant.

:e must honor ourselves beIore we 
can demand that others do so.

:hite suprem�
acists have con�
tinued their fi ght 
Ior dominance on 
many Ironts using 
diIIerent weap�
ons, but ignorance 

is the centerpiece oI their battle.  
:hile lies, incivility, mis�edu�
cation and violence have always 
been primary weapons used to 
enIorce inhumane and oIten im�
moral laws, we now are witness�
ing the next evolution. The tools 
oI voter suppression, intimida�
tion and exclusion undermine 
democracy� and are the same 
-im &row�era tools that, sooner 
or later, will bring about the de�
struction oI this powerIul coun�
try as we know it. 

1ow that many oI the white 
supremacists have pulled oII 
their sheets, we recogni]e 
who they are and they are un�
ashamed, and even proud, to 
be part oI the Trump era. They 
claim allegiance to the N ational 
$nthem, and the red, white and 
blue� which Ior them are short�
cut versions oI the constitution. 

:hile the word ³patriotism´ 
is thrown around to demon�
strate their love oI country, we 
should now see these, white su�
premacists, as insurrectionists. 
America has yet to be able to 
looN into the mirror and con�
Iront its true past.

.neeling during the play�
ing oI the 1ational $nthem has 
nothing to do with being anti�pa�
triotic or not loving America. It 
is simply a À ashpoint, a shortcut 
to an emotional way oI thinNing 
that does not req uire anyone to 
know what patriotism and the 

constitution really means. But 
Ior them, Nneeling during the 
anthem is anti�$merican and 
anti�constitution. 6o, the short�
cut version eliminates the need 
to know and understand. They 
have conditioned their white 
supremacist comrades to hate 
based on an emotional rationale 
predicated on lies and decep�
tion. Thus, hate generates an�
ger, and anger resulted in what 
we saw on -anuary �, ���1.

These short�cut ways oI 
thinking are dangerous in that 
they don’t allow one to use their 
brain as *od intended. 5atio�
nal�thinNing humans process 
actions through Nnowledge�  
then their personal conclusions 
lead to the idea that we are all 
interconnected and none oI us 
are intended to reign superior. 
2nly the one true *od holds 
that distinction.

Critical R ace Theory (CR T) 
is now a phrase used to elimi�
nate rational thinking as God 
intended. $cceptance oI the 
misinIormation, and lies helps 
to support belieIs oI superior�
ity, which Ieeds the deep�rooted 
hatred white supremacists have 
Ior ³others,́  particularly darN�
skinned humans. The term 
³&ritical 5ace Theory,¶¶ much 
like Trump’s ‘ Make America 
*reat $gain,¶ are examples oI 
short�cut ways oI thinNing that 
don’t req uire any rational or 
Nnowledge oI what the terms re�
ally mean.

.imberlp &renshaw, noted 
law proIessor at 8&/$ and 
&olumbia 8niversity and a pio�
neering scholar in the fi eld oI 
&ritical 5ace Theory explains, 
³&ritical 5ace Theory Must says 
let’s pay attention to what has 

happened in this country and 
how what has happened is con�
tinuing to create diIIerential 
outcomes, so we can become 
that country that we say we 
are.́  $lso, 5epublicans¶ cries 
that this scholarship is ³un�
$merican,́  &renshaw asserts, 
Critical R ace Theory is not 
anti�patriotic. ,n Iact, it is more 
patriotic than those who are op�
posed to it, because we believe 
in the 13th and the 1�th and the 
1�th $mendments,́  &renshaw 
says. ³:e believe in the prom�
ises oI eTuality. $nd we Nnow 
we can¶t get there, iI we can¶t 
conIront and talN honestly about 
ineTuality.́  �061%& interview 
��19��1�

$t a campaign rally last year, 
then�3resident 'onald Trump 
claimed that &ritical 5ace The�
ory is a Marxist doctrine that 
reMects the vision oI 0artin /u�
ther .ing -r.́  )lorida *ov. 5on 
DeSantis likewise asserted that 
&ritical 5ace Theory was ³basi�
cally teaching kids to hate our 
country and to hate each other 
based on race,́  adding� ³,t puts 
race as the most important 
thing. , want content oI char�
acter to be the most important 
thing.́  ,ronically, he uses the 
content oI character as a mea�
sure where clearly his character 
is lacking.

The white supremacists are 
not done. They have infi ltrated 
the U .S. Congress under an 
administration that welcomed 
them and gave their eIIorts re�
newed hope, under a 0$*$ 
mantra. They have made the 
6upreme &ourt a politically in�
À uenced body that interprets the 
constitution through the eyes oI 
a political party that is no longer 

what it was. The party oI 5ea�
gan is now the party oI Trump. 
The party power structure has 
bowed down to insurrectionists 
and treasonous ideals to keep 
their voters motivated by the 
MAGA movement.

This is the most obvious ex�
ample oI white supremacy taN�
ing a bu]]word, loading it up 
with garbage and dumping it 
into the minds oI people who 
yearn to be Ied the lies and dis�
tortions, all to support their own 
Ieelings oI superiority. This 
creates a short�cut button that 
avoids thinNing, researching 
and learning. -ust as on a com�
puter, the shortcut button opens 
the fi les, and no true thinNing is 
req uired by those who want the 
inIormation.

-ust listen to 5epublican leg�
islators and the mothers and Ia�
thers at school board meetings, 
whom no one accuses oI being 
a part oI the white supremacist 
past. Their deIense oI one ridic�
ulous lie aIter another reveals 
who they really are and what is 
in their hearts. MAGA directly 
alludes to the -im &row era oI 
America. N o one needs to tell 
the truth or say what it really is, 
Must hit the short�cut button.

The sad reality is that white 
supremacists must prevent their 
children Irom developing the 
empathy demonstrated by the 
massive international protests 
witnessed aIter the *eorge 
Floyd murder. Empathy is what 
these children will develop Irom 
the truth� and they will seeN 
ways to fi x and mend $merica 
Irom the ills oI the past. They 
will unite with others who are 
working to make the American 
creed a reality. To develop em�

pathy is to breaN down the im�
permeable barriers around the 
learning oI history by children 
oI $merica. $merica¶s history 
is fi lled with ugly detestable 
things, but nonetheless, we are 
here today to end the lies, tell 
the truth and heal. N o one wants 
their doctor to avoid giving 
them a true diagnosis Must be�
cause it may hurt their Ieelings, 
or a rooIer who comes to repair 
your rooI, Nnowing all the time 
that the condition will get much 
worse the longer you let it go on. 
,n the case oI illness, you may 
lose a limb or even die� iI it is 
your rooI, it may Iall in.

0any oI us have been taught, 
and now understand and believe, 
the only way to escape the sins 
oI slavery and its aItermath ± to 
include white supremacy ± is to 
repent, heal and go and ³sin´ no 
more. ,n other words, the truth 
will set people Iree Irom the 
need to lie, cheat and deceive 
their own precious children by 
preparing them Ior a time that 
is passing them by. The truth, 
instead, will help them to maNe 
America a great country that 
lives up to her promises and 
guarantees oI the constitution.

Imagine what it will be like 
when a child comes to truly un�
derstand their parents¶ eIIorts to 
protect white supremacy. What 
will happen when they start to 
add up some oI the things they 
heard Irom their parents, then the 
child conIronts the parents with 
the truth" They are conIronted 
with hurt and disappointment as 
their parents try to explain that it 
was Ior their child¶s own good, 
but the child responds that it was 
done to protect white supremacy 
rather than me. :hat you did Ior 

me is to leave me ill�eTuipped to 
deal with a diverse world as it is, 
and leave me with a Ieeling that , 
need to hate and fi ght these peo�
ple. You taught me to hate these 
people to protect the ideals oI 
white supremacy� but , cannot 
and will not hate them. I want 
to help fi x this, so my children 
won’t continue to support the 
lies and sins oI $merica¶s past. , 
want them to help heal the land, 
so that they don’t go the route 
oI tyranny and insurrection, 
tearing down the constitution 
and the greatest country ever 
known.

They will learn to embrace 
the changes as we move Irom 
eTuality to eTuity. They will be�
lieve that America should make 
special eIIorts to correct the ob�
vious wrongs beIore all the dan�
gling cords that maintain white 
supremacy in America can be 
dismantled. Their children must 
be educated Ior the good, and 
not loaded up with buzz words 
and shortcuts to thinNing Ior 
themselves. They should not get 
caught up in the 0$*$ move�
ment¶s fi ght against &5T, no 
matter what they are taught as 
children. 

³,t is the marN oI an educated 
mind to be able to entertain a 
thought without accepting it.́  
(Aristotle).

Critical thinking is the ability 
to thinN reasonably and reÀ ec�
tively, deciding to believe or to 
do. It is so important that young 
minds are given all the inIorma�
tion they need to truly make a 
better world. 2ur similarity in 
thought brings us together� the 
diIIerences tear us apart.

µ2ne nation, under *od, indi�
visible.’
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855-686-5548 FREE Brochure.
LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING,
memory care, or independent living? A
Place for Mom simplifies the process of
finding senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-855-530-0567 today!
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3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
J & A FUEL STORES
3249 Medgar Evers  Blvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS 
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL
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Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Charlie Chaplin

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange
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For the second consecutive 
week, Jackson State was without 
coach Deion Sanders on the side-
line. Sanders is said to have some 
complications with his foot that 
he had surgery on a few weeks 
ago.

Despite, their leader not being 
there, JSU  continued its winning 
ways.

Q uarterback Shedeur Sand-
ers passed for 25 7 yards, on 18 
for 31 passes and 3 touchdown 
passes. Sanders’ efforts earned 
him SWAC Offensive Player of 
The Week.

The running game had a below 
average week, barely compiling 
60 yards. That has to concern the 
coaching staff. 

The Darkside Defense went 
to play Saturday, sacking V al-
ley State’s q uarterback, Jalani 
Eason, 6 times and intercepted 
� oI his passes. Eason would fi n�
ish the day with 14 completions 
on 26 attempts. He did throw a 
touchdown pass.

JSU  won 28 to 19 to remain 
unbeaten in the SWAC at 5 -0 
and 7-1 overall. Mississippi V al-
ley State fell to 1-4 in the SWAC 
and 2-6 overall.

JSU  plays at Mississippi V et-
eran Memorial Stadium this Sat-
urday against Texas Southern.

Texas Southern rolls into 
Jackson, 2-3 in the SWAC and 
2-5  overall, coming off a 5 9-17 
win over Arkansas Pine Bluff. 
Kickoff is at 1 p.m. and it’s High 
School Day and Military Ap-

preciation. For those fans keep-
ing up weekly, it’s a Black Out 
Game.

Don’t let the record fool you.  
Texas Southern has a standout 
freshman q uarterback as well. 
Andrew Body is having a good 
season completing 101 passes on 
15 9 attempts.

“It’s going to be fun to see, fun 
to watch, it’s the future of the 
SWAC I believe,” Texas South-
ern coach Clarence McKinney 
said. “These guys are putting up 
big numbers at an early age and 
in an early stage in their careers. 
I’m just looking forward to being 
a part of it.” Coach Gary Har-

rell is the interim head coach for 
Jackson State while coach Sand-
ers is out. Following doctor’s or-
ders, Prime has had to be away 
from coaching the past couple of 
weeks. His status for Saturday is 
uncertain. Coach Sanders took 
to twitter to say how proud is he 
of coach Harrell. “I’m so proud 

of my dear friend, Assistant 
+ead &oach, #coachÀ ea �*ary 
Harrell),” Sanders wrote. “I can’t 
stop bragging about how good he 
is and how blessed we are to have 
him at Jackson State.”

When asked about coach Sand-
ers, Harrell states, “Coach Prime 
is still getting better and bet-

ter every time I talk to him.” “I 
talked to him last night. I talked 
to him this morning with updates 
and things that he wanted us to 
make sure we keep incorporated 
and pretty much showing how 
proud he is of the staff and the 
players on how we’re doing.”

Jackson State wins another 
game without coach Sanders

JSU Tiger defensive players

Al Young JSU coach Prime Time Sanders (center) 

The Jackson Public School –  
Tougaloo Early College High 
School Program presented 
the “Bringing Excellence and 
Service Together” award to 
Entergy team members Betina 
Brandon, senior manager of 
diversity and workforce devel-
opment, and Alexander Wash-
ington, Ph.D., program man-
ager of diversity and workforce 
strategies.

The B.E.S.T. award recog-
nizes those who provide out-
reach efforts with the early col-
lege high school progrm. 

Chinelo Evans, Ed.D. prin-
cipal and lead learner, thanked 
Brandon and Dr. Washington 
for their service to J-TECHS. 

“The partnership with En-
tergy has been one of the most 
amazing and most rewarding 
oI my �� years in the fi eld oI 
education,” said Evans. “I be-
lieve that a partnership of this 
caliber has a far-reaching im-
pact and directly aligns with 
our mission to promote excel-
lence, community, honor and 
scholarship.” 

Beginning with the academ-
ic year 2020, Entergy formed a 
collaboration with J-TECHS. It 
operates as a small, indepen-
dent program on the Tougaloo 
campus. The program recruits 
students who are typically un-
derrepresented in college. Par-
ticipating students may earn 

an associate degree or up to 
two years of credits towards a 
bachelor’s degree.

“At Entergy, we are focused 
on developing programs for 
young people that introduce 
students to experts in the utility 
industry,” said Taiwan Brown, 
Entergy vice president, diver-
sity and workforce strategies. 
“This partnership offers stu-
dents real-world interactions. 
,t oIIers fi rsthand Nnowledge 
of industries and career paths 
focusing on the long-term de-
velopment and needs of each 
student.” 

Employees from Entergy 
N uclear, human resources, 
Entergy Mississippi, trans-
mission, distribution, power 
generation and the Mississippi 

Development Authority volun-
teer to assist with monthly pre-
sentations. Topics ranged from 
the structure of an electric sys-
tem, outage management, how 
the local Mill Street Substation 
feeds power to Tougaloo Col-
lege and customer service.

“This collaboration has al-
lowed Entergy to work together 
on a community and workforce 
development project strategi-
cally in Mississippi. We bring 
together a diverse group of em-
ployees to introduce students 
and teachers to real-life career 
facets,” added Washington. 
“It engages them in a rigor-
ous program of study while si-
multaneously completing high 
school and associate degree 
graduation req uirements.

N issan has named Chandra 
V asser to the new position of 
vice president and chief diver-
sity, eTuity and inclusion oIfi �
cer, for its Americas region. 

In this newly created role, 
V asser will drive N issan’s 
strategy to expand diversity, 
eTuity and inclusion �'E,� 
across business functions in 
the Americas region, while 
developing partnerships and 
plans to share the company’s 
DEI commitment with employ-
ees, customers and the com-
munity.

“Taking actions to strength-
en our focus on diversity, eq -
uity and inclusion is a critical 
part of the culture change that 
we’ve committed to with our 
N issan N EX T transformation,” 
said Jé ré mie Papin, chairper-
son, N issan Americas. “Chan-
dra brings great experience 
to the role and will drive how 
we value eq uity and inclusion 
with all of our stakeholders, in-
cluding employees, customers, 
dealers and suppliers.”

V asser most recently was a 
director oI fi nance Ior several 
sales and marketing functions 
in N issan’s U .S. business op-

erations. She joined N issan in 
2004 and worked in positions 
of increasing responsibility 
in the fi nance and purchasing 
functions.

Among her roles, she cur-
rently is a member of N issan’s 
Diversity Advisory Council, 
and she previously worked as 
director of purchasing for sev-
eral functional areas, which 
included leadership of supplier 
diversity.

U nder her leadership, N issan 

was recognized as the “2016 
Corporation of the Year” by 
the TriState Minority Supplier 
'evelopment &ouncil �T606�
DC).

V asser earned her bachelor’s 
degree in accounting from Ten-
nessee State U niversity, and an 
MBA from the Owen Gradu-
ate School of Management 
at V anderbilt U niversity. She 
recently completed the McK-
insey Academy’s Black Execu-
tive Leadership Program.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Entergy partners with Jackson 
Public Schools, Tougaloo 

College to strengthen 
Mississippi’s future workforce

Entergy team members were awarded for their outreach 
eff orts with the early college high school program

Nissan Americas 
names new chief 
diversity, equity

and inclusion offi cer
Chandra Vasser, a 17-year Nissan 

veteran, named to newly-created role

Alexander Washington

Vasser

The Mississippi Link Newswire

By Tim Ward
Sports Editor



The Brazilian state of Bahia 
kicked off Black Conscious-
ness Month with a promise of 
educating the community about 
the trials, tribulations and ac-
complishments of black people 
throughout South and Latin 
America. 

During N ovember, many 
in the northeastern state have 
vowed to recognize black histo-
ry and cultural awareness ahead 
of the nationwide observance 
of Black Consciousness Day on 
N ovember 20.

“Mê s da Consciê ncia N egra 
[ Brazil’s Black History Month]  
is related to the commemoration 
of the death of Z umbi of Pal-
mares on N ovember 20, 1695 , 
a holiday in many Brazilian 
cities,” tweeted historian and 
Howard U niversity professor 
Ana Lucia Araujo. 

Born free in 165 5 , Z umbi 
dos Palmares counted among 
the last military leaders of the 
Q uilombo – or  warrior village.

According to historians, the 
Q uilombo dos Palmares was a 
free society, an old South Amer-
ican republic, which included 
the present-day Brazilian coast-
al state of Alagoas, Brazil. 

“Today, Z umbi is known as 
one of the great historical lead-
ers of Brazil,” the historians 
wrote. 

The historians continued: 
“At approximately six years 

old, the Portuguese captured 
Z umbi from the Palmares region 
and given as a slave to a Portu-
guese priest, Antó nio Melo. 

Baptized Francisco, Z umbi 
was taught Latin, the Portu-
guese religion and language and 
served the Catholic mass.

In 1670, at 15 years old, 

Z umbi escaped and returned to 
his birthplace. He soon became 
known as a Capoë rae/ Capoiera 
master in the roda (wheel or cir-
cle) of Palmares’ practitioners 
of this African martial art. 

By his early twenties, he be-
came a respected military strat-
egist.”

Z umbi eluded the Portuguese 
and continued the Q uilombo re-
sistance.

It’s believed that someone be-
trayed Z umbi, which led to the 
Portuguese destroying the Pal-
mares compound. Z umbi was 
captured and killed on N ovem-
ber 20, 1695 . 

“Today, the entire month is a 
celebration of Black Brazilian 
history,” Araujo wrote.

Brazil’s black community’s 
progress includes a nearly two-
decade-old law that req uires the 
teaching of Afro-Brazilian his-
tory and culture in schools.

The text of the law states 

that every school in the nation 
should teach “the History of 
Africa and Africans, the strug-
gle of black people in Brazil, 
Afro-Brazilian culture, and the 
contributions of black people 
in forming national society, in-
cluding social, economic and 
political areas relevant to the 
History of Brazil.” 

According to the Middlebury 
Institute N etwork, with Bra-
zil’s academic reputation and 
its growing racial divide, many 
policymakers believe that the 
law, known as “The Status Q uo-
ta Law,” is the only way out.

Gisele Alves, a Brazilian na-
tive with African ancestry who 
lives in a poor neighborhood 
on the outskirts of R io de Jane-
rio, told the Middlebury Insti-
tute N etwork that she probably 
would not have gone to college 
without help from the state. 

³, thought , was going to fi n�
ish school, fi nd worN in a little 
shop, get married and pregnant, 
and that would be it,” she stated. 

Because of the law, Gisele re-
ceived acceptance to the State 
U niversity of R io de Janeiro. 

“Many students like Gisele 
will also get accepted thanks to 
this new law,́  oIfi cials wrote. 

“Even though [ the law]  will 
be discontinued in 10 years, this 
law is the next step for Brazil 
in guaranteeing eq ual access to 
education and a better future for 
all Brazilians.”

N ATION AL
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Brazilians observe Mês da Consciência 
Negra – Brazil’s Black History Month 

Brazil’s black community’s progress includes a nearly two-decade-old law that requires the teaching of Afro-Brazilian history and culture in schools./ 
(TÂNIA RÊGO/AGÊNCIA BRASIL) VIA WIKIMEDIA COMMONS 

By Stacy M. Brown
NNP A  Newswire C ontrib u tor

HCSD Bullying Prevention Program Highlights

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
ENG AG I NG - EMPO WERI NG - ENSU RI NG - EX CELLENCE

We appreciate everyone who contributed to the success of our Bullying Prevention Program this past month across the district to help create a kinder, more accepting and inclusive world.



You don’t like that.
It wasn’t what you wanted. 

You didn’t ask for it and you’re 
not happy. Things shouldn’t be 
that way. It’s not right, and you 
don’t like it. Somebody needs to 
fi x this, so why not you" :hy, as 
in the new book “Change Sings: 
A Children’s Anthem” by Aman-
da Gorman, pictures by Loren 
Long, don’t you reach for a dif-
Ierent Nind oI music"

One thing you can count on 
for the rest of your life: things 

won’t always stay the same. 
You were once a baby and 
now you’re grown. Your room 
changed when you were too big 
for your crib. Look around and 
your neighborhood changes all 
the time. Change happens every 
minute of every day, it hums like 
a guitar string, and if you listen, 
you can “sing along.” You won’t 
be the fi rst one, you Nnow� many 
of America’s most beloved he-
roes screamed and spoke and 
speeched and sang for change to 
come.

That’s because with change 

comes hope.
Change doesn’t have to be big, 

of course. You can make change 
by picking up trash in the park 
near your home, or asking for 
cleaner air or better playground 
eq uipment or better schools. You 
can volunteer to help others by 
being generous with your time. 

Bring your friends along and 
make it “a hundred hearts, each 
of us lifting a hand.” Do it today, 
tomorrow morning, the next day 
or the next, even when no one 
else knows about it.

Make change, even if you 

aren’t around to see it and the 
good that comes from it. Make 
your change into music that any-
one can play, even if they’re dif-
ferent than you. Make it some-
thing fun. Make the change that’s 
inside you, to see the results you 
want to see.

Then watch what happens: 
when you start to do good, some-
one else is inspired and they want 
to do something good, too. Two 
people become four and more 
and more and that’s “just what 
the world needs.” So what will 
you do" :here will you start" 

:ho will you asN" :on¶t you 
Mump on the bandwagon, too"

:hen everybody around you 
is doing something that looks 
like fun, you naturally want to 
jump in and join them. Your 
4-to-8-year-old may feel shy 
about that, or they may Ieel ex�
cited when they see people doing 
something Ior the world� either 
way, “Change Sings” shows why 
it’s important to get involved, es-
pecially if you’re a kid.

Grab this book to read aloud 
to your child, and you’ll notice 
two things: the illustrations are 

lush and colorful, but artist Lo-
ren Long doesn’t overstimulate. 
In this book are gentle, q uiet 
pictures to accompany the sec-
ond thing: a story that consists of 
relatively few words, as author-
poet Amanda Gorman tells the 
tale simply but in a way that truly 
calls kids to action.

This book is a good start to a 
current-events conversation, or 
you can just enjoy it for its musi-
cal prose.

“Change Sings” is a joyous 
book, and your child will like 
that.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
C ol u m nist
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W RTM-F M 100.5  F M, J AC KSON’ S SOU L, 
RHY THM AND  BLU ES AND  SOU THERN 
SOU L STATION PLAY ING MORE 
VARIETY , LESS TALK AND  THE MU SIC  
AD U LTS W ANT TO HEAR!  

BOOK REVIEW:

CHANGE SINGS: 
CHILDREN’S ANTHEM
BY AMANDA GORMAN, PICTURES BY LOREN LONG
C.2021, VIKING PENGUIN
$18.99 / $24.99 CANADA • 32 PAGES
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Presid ent E meritus J ohn A .  Peop les J r.  
Ph. D. ,  rec eived  an Honorary Doc torate 

of  Humane L etters d uring J ac k son 
State U niversity’ s 1 4 4 th F ound er’ s Day 
Convoc ation,  T hursd ay,  O c t.  2 9 .  I t w as 

held  at 1 0  a. m.  on the G ib b s- G reen 
Plaz a at J SU .

J SU  Presid ent T homas K .  Hud son,  
J . D.  said ,  “ Dr.  Peop les is resp onsib le 

f or estab lishing many of  the ac ad emic  
p riorities that set the f ound ation to 
mak e J ac k son State U niversity the 

great researc h institution that it has 
b ec ome tod ay. ”

Jackson State University’s
144th Founder’s Day Convocation

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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