
“ N o !  It  d i d n ’ t  h u r t ! ”  
D’ An t h o n y  El l i s ,  a  7 t h - g r a d e r  
a t  P o w e l l  M i d d l e  Sc h o o l ,  J a c k -
s o n ,  M i s s . ,  t o l d  T he M i s s i s s i p p i  
L i nk .

Ac c o m p a n i e d  b y  h i s  m o t h e r ,  
Ch a n d i  El l i s ,  D’ An t h o n y  El l i s  
Kad Must taken Kis fi rst YaFFina�
t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  CO V ID- 1 9  o n  
t h e  s t a g e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .

T h e  c l i n i c :  H a r m o n y  H o u s e  
&alls 	 0ediFal 6erYiFes of 
-aFkson, administered tKe YaF�
c i n a t i o n .

“ W e  a r e  w o r k i n g  i n  p a r t n e r -
s h i p  w i t h  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  De -
p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h ,  a n d  t h e y  
c o n t a c t e d  u s  t o  l e t  u s  k n o w  t h a t  
t h e y  w a n t e d  u s  t o  b e  a  p a r t  o f  
tKe eYent,´ said 6taFia 'unson, 
CEO  a n d  n u r s e  p r a c t i t i o n e r  o f  
H a r m o n y  H o u s e  Ca l l s  &  M e d i -
Fal 6erYiFes. ³Of Fourse, Ze are 
Eig adYoFates for tKe Fommu�
n i t y .  So  w h e n  w e  h e a r d  t h a t  w e  
Zould Ee YaFFinating FKildren 
w h o  a l s o  a f f e c t  a d u l t s ,  o u r  a n -
s w e r  w a s ,  y e s . ”

7Ke YaFFination driYe is part 
o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  o n g o i n g  J a c k s o n  
P u b l i c  Sc h o o l  Di s t r i c t  “ s t r a t e -
giF engagements´ to fi gKt tKe 
&oronaYirus Falled, -P6 &O�
V ID- 1 9  V a c c i n a t i o n  B l i t z .  

“ I w a n t  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  [ m y  
son@ gets YaFFinated so tKat if 
h e  d o e s  b e  a r o u n d  s o m e o n e  t h a t  
h a s  CO V ID t h a t  m a y b e  i f  h e  
d o e s  c o n t r a c t  i t ,  t h e n  i t  w o n ’ t  b e  
a s  s e r i o u s  a s  i t  i s  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  
are not YaFFinated,´ said &Kandi 
El l i s .  El l i s  s a i d  s h e  h a d  a l r e a d y  
Eeen YaFFinated.

Du n s o n  u r g e s  a n y  s k e p t i c s  
t o  “ l i s t e n  t o  t h e  s c i e n c e  a n d  n o t  
m i s i n f o r m a t i o n ”  a n d  n o t  n a y -
s a y e r s .

T h i s  w e e k  ( Au g .  8  a n d  9 ) ,  

J P S i s  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  
St a t e  De p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h ,  
H a r m o n y  H o u s e  Ca l l s  &  M e d i -
Fal 6erYiFes, .appa AlpKa Psi 
f r a t e r n i t y  a n d  De l t a  Si g m a  T h e -
ta sorority to Kold tKese driYes 
a t  i t s  m i d d l e  s c h o o l s .  A n u m b e r  
of tKem KaYe already Eeen Keld 

at tKe KigK sFKool leYel.
³7Ke YaFFination FliniFs KaYe 

proYen suFFessful,´ said Aman�
da 7Komas, -P6¶ exeFutiYe di�
r e c t o r  o f  Cl i m a t e  a n d  W e l l n e s s  
in an interYieZ :ednesday 
m o r n i n g  ( Au g .  8 )  w i t h  T he M i s -
s i s s i p p i  L i nk .

³'uring tKe fi rst round of our 
most reFent YaFFination FliniF, 
w e  h a d  2 0 1  s t u d e n t s  a n d / o r  s t a f f  
reFeiYe tKe YaFFine. 'uring tKe 
s e c o n d  r o u n d ,  w e  h a d  2 2 7  s t u -
dents and�or staff reFeiYe tKe 
YaFFine. PartiFipants reFeiYed 
t h e  s e c o n d  d o s a g e  a n d  s o m e  
reFeiYed tKeir fi rst dose of tKe 
Pfi zer YaFFination. Parents KaYe 
Eeen supportiYe of our efforts. 
7Kese driYes KaYe Eeen for stu�
d e n t s  u n d e r  t h e  a g e  o f  1 8 ;  s o  
p a r e n t a l  c o n s e n t  w a s  g r a n t e d , ”  
T h o m a s  e x p l a i n e d .

As k e d ,  w h a t  a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  
d i s t r i c t ’ s  f u t u r e  g o a l s ,  p l a n s ,  

a n d  s a f e t y  m e a s u r e s  t o  h e l p  
k e e p  i t s  s t u d e n t s  a n d  s t a f f  s a f e  
as it naYigates tKrougK tKis 
h e i g h t e n e d  i n c r e a s e  i n  CO V ID 
c a s e s  s t a t e w i d e ,  T h o m a s  s h a r e d  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e s p o n s e :

“ As  w e  p r o g r e s s  t h r o u g h  t h i s  
p a n d e m i c ,  w e  p l a n  t o  c o n t i n u e  
o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  s l o w  t h e  s p r e a d  
of tKe Yirus Ey using multiple 
m i t i g a t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s .  W e  p l a n  
to Fontinue to promote YaFFina�
tion. As a matter of faFt, a YaF�
c i n a t i o n  b l i t z  f o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l s  
i s  b e i n g  h e l d  Se p t e m b e r  8  a n d  
9 .  W e  w i l l  a l s o  c o n t i n u e  t o  
implement our uniYersal mask 
m a n d a t e  f o r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  s t a f f .  
B u i l d i n g s  w i l l  b e  d i s i n f e c t e d  
and Yentilation Zill Ee FKeFked 
a n d  m a i n t a i n e d .  St u d e n t s  a n d  
s t a f f  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r a c t i c e  
s o c i a l / p h y s i c a l  d i s t a n c i n g  w h e n  

As  p a t i e n t s  s t r e a m  i n t o M i s -
s i s s i p p i  h o s p i t a l s  o ne  a f t e r  a n -
otKer, doFtors and nurses KaYe 
b e c om e  a l l  t o o a c c u s t om e d t o 
t h e  r a m p a n t  d e n i a l  a n d m i s -
i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t  CO V ID- 1 9 
in tKe nation¶s least YaFFinated 
s t a t e .

Som e  p e o p l e  a r e  i n d e n i a l  
aEout tKe seYerity of tKeir oZn 
illness or tKe Yirus itself, ZitK 
Yisitors freTuently trying to 
e n t e r  h o s p i t a l s  w i t h o u t  m a s k s . 
T h e r e  i s  t h e  p a i n f u l  l o o k o f  
r e c o g n i t i o n o n p a t i e n t s ’  f a c e s  
w h e n t h e y r e a l i z e  t h e y m a d e  a  
mistake not getting YaFFinated. 
T h e y s h a r e  c o n s t a n t  m i s i n f or -
mation aEout tKe ForonaYirus 

w i t h m e d i c a l  s t a f f .
“ T h e r e ’ s  n o p o i n t  i n b e -

i n g j u d g m e n t a l  i n t h a t  s i t u a -
t i o n . T h e r e ’ s  n o p o i n t  i n t e l l i n g 
tKem, µ<ou sKould KaYe gotten 
tKe YaFFine or you Zouldn¶t Ee 
h e r e , ’ ’ ’  s a i d Dr . R i s a  M or i a r -
ity, exeFutiYe YiFe FKair of tKe 
UniYersity of 0ississippi 0edi�
c a l  Ce n t e r ’ s  e m e r g e n c y d e p a r t -
m e n t . “ W e  d o n ’ t  d o t h a t . W e  t r y  
n o t  t o p r e a c h a n d l e c t u r e  t h e m . 
Som e  o f  t h e m  a r e  s o s i c k t h e y 
Fan Earely eYen speak to us.¶¶

0ississippi¶s loZ YaFFinat�
e d r a t e , w i t h a b o u t  3 8 %  o f  t h e  
s t a t e ’ s  3  m i l l i o n p e o p l e  f u l l y 
i n o c u l a t e d a g a i n s t  CO V ID- 1 9 , 
is driYing a surge in Fases and 
Kospitalizations tKat is oYer�
w h e l m i n g m e d i c a l  w or k e r s . T h e  

w or k e r s  a r e  a n g r y a n d e x h a u s t -
ed oYer EotK tKe Zorkload and 
r e f u s a l  b y r e s i d e n t s  t o e m b r a c e  
tKe YaFFine.

PKysiFians at tKe UniYersity 
o f  M i s s i s s i p p i  M e d i c a l  Ce n t e r , 
tKe only leYel one trauma Fenter 
i n a l l  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i , a r e  c a r i n g  
f or  t h e  s i c k e s t  p a t i e n t s  i n t h e  
s t a t e .

T h e  e m e r g e n c y r o om  a n d i n -
tensiYe Fare unit are Eeyond Fa�
p a c i t y , a l m o s t  a l l  w i t h CO V ID 
p a t i e n t s . M or i a r i t y s a i d i t ’ s  l i k e  
a  “ l o g j a m ’ ’  w i t h b e d s  i n h a l l -
w a y s , p a t i e n t s  b e i n g t r e a t e d i n 
t r i a g e  r o om s . P a r a m e d i c s  a r e  
d e l a y e d i n r e s p o n d i n g t o ne w  
Falls EeFause tKey KaYe to Zait 
w i t h p a t i e n t s  w h o ne e d c a r e .

In o ne  h o s p i t a l  i n M i s s i s s i p p i , 

f o u r  p r e g n a n t  w om e n d i e d l a s t  
Zeek, said state KealtK offi Fer 
Dr . T h om a s  Do b b s . T h r e e  o f  t h e  
Fases reTuired emergenFy &�
s e c t i o n s  a n d b a b i e s  w e r e  b or n 
seYerely premature.

“ T h i s  i s  t h e  r e a l i t y t h a t  w e ’ r e  
l o o k i n g a t  a n d , a g a i n , n o ne  o f  
tKese indiYiduals Zere YaFFi�
n a t e d , ’ ’  Do b b s  s a i d .

M or i a r i t y s a i d i t ’ s  h a r d t o p u t  
i n t o w or d s  t h e  f a t i g u e  s h e  a n d 
h e r  c o l l e a g u e s  f e e l . G o i n g i n t o 
w or k e a c h d a y h a s  b e c om e  t a x -
i n g  a n d  h e a r t b r e a k i n g ,  s h e  s a i d .

³0ost of us still KaYe enougK 
emotional reserYe to Ee Fompas�
sionate, Eut you leaYe Zork at 
t h e  e n d o f  t h e  d a y j u s t  e x h a u s t e d 
b y t h e  e f f or t  i t  t a k e s  t o d r a g t h a t  
c om p a s s i o n u p f or  p e o p l e  w h o 

a r e  n o t  t a k i n g c a r e  o f  t h e m -
selYes and tKe people around 
t h e m , ’ ’  s h e  s a i d .

Du r i n g a  r e c e n t  ne w s  c o n -
f e r e n c e , U M M C’ s  h e a d , Dr .  
Lo u An n  W o o d w a r d ,  f o u g h t  
b a c k t e a r s  a s  s h e  d e s c r i b e d t h e  
t o l l  o n h e a l t hc a r e  w or k e r s .

³:e as a state, as a FolleFtiYe, 
KaYe failed to respond in a uni�
fi ed Zay to a Fommon tKreat,¶¶ 
W o o d w a r d  s a i d .

As tKe Yirus surges, Kospital 
offi Fials are Eegging residents 
to get YaFFinated. U00& an�
n o u n c e d i n J u l y t h a t  i t  w i l l  m a n -
d a t e  i t s  1 0 , 0 0 0 e m p l o y e e s  a n d 
3,000 students Ee YaFFinated, 
or  w e a r  a  N 9 5 m a s k  o n c a m p u s . 
B y t h e  e n d o f  Au g u s t , l e a d e r s  
reYised tKat poliFy, YaFFination 

i s  t h e  o n l y o p t i o n .
M or i a r i t y s a i d t h i s  s u r g e  h a s  

t a k e n a  t o l l  o n m or a l e  m o r e  t h a n 
preYious peaks of tKe Yirus. 
H e r  t e a m  t h o u g h t  i n M a y a n d 
J u n e  t h a t  d e s p i t e  M i s s i s s i p p i ’ s  
loZ YaFFination rate, tKere Zas 
a n e n d i n s i g h t . T h e  h o s p i t a l ’ s  
ICU s  w e r e  e m p t y a n d t h e y h a d 
f e w  CO V ID p a t i e n t s . T h e n c a s -
es surged ZitK tKe delta Yariant 
of tKe Yirus, sZamping tKe Kos�
p i t a l .

1umEers of total ForonaYirus 
h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n s  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i  
KaYe dipped sligKtly, ZitK Must 
u n d e r  1 , 4 5 0 p e o p l e  h o s p i t a l -
ized for ForonaYirus on 6ept. 1, 
c om p a r e d w i t h a r o u n d 1 , 6 7 0 o n 
Au g . 1 9 . B u t  t h e y a r e  s t i l l  h i g h e r  

T h e  B i d e n - H a r r i s  Ad m i n -
istration¶s inYestment in +is�
t o r i c a l l y  B l a c k  Co l l e g e s  a n d  
UniYersities is unpreFedented. 
:Kile striYing to ³Euild tKese 
c o l l e g e s  u p  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e y  
Zere Eefore,´ tKey deliYered 
t h r o u g h  CO V ID- 1 9  e m e r -
g e n c y  r e l i e f  f u n d i n g  a n d  t h e  
d i s c h a r g i n g  o f  H B CU  Ca p i t a l  
Fi n a n c i n g  l o a n s  m o r e  t h a n  $ 5  
b i l l i o n .

In  M a r c h  B i d e n  s i g n e d  t h e  
$ 1 . 9  t r i l l i o n  e c o n o m i c - s t i m -
u l u s  p a c k a g e .  Am e r i c a ’ s  1 0 0  
b l a c k  c o l l e g e s  w i l l  g a i n  $ 1  
b i l l i o n  i m m e d i a t e l y .  Ad d  t o  
t h a t  $ 1 . 6  b i l l i o n  y e t  t o  c o m e  
t h i s  y e a r .

,n Kis exeFutiYe order enti�
tled tKe :Kite +ouse ,nitiatiYe 
on AdYanFing EduFational 
ETuity, ExFellenFe, and EFo�
n o m i c  O p p o r t u n i t y  t h r o u g h  
H i s t o r i c a l l y  B l a c k  Co l l e g e s  
and UniYersities, %iden as�
serted tKat tKe )ederal goYern�
m e n t  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p r o -
m o t i n g  m o d e r n  s o l u t i o n s  f o r  
H B CU s  a s  t h e i r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
and FKallenges ³are as diYerse 
as tKe institutions tKemselYes 
a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h e y  
serYe.´

T h e  B i d e n - H a r r i s  Ad m i n -
i s t r a t i o n ’ s  p l e d g e  t o  H B CU s  
seems to proMeFt positiYe 
s t r i d e s  f o r  g o a l  a t t a i n m e n t .  In  a  
r e c e n t  p r o c l a m a t i o n ,  t h e  P r e s -
i d e n t  d e c l a r e d  Se p t .  5  t h r o u g h  
1 1  a s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c a l l y  
%laFk &olleges and UniYersi�
ties Zeek. +e Falled upon eY�
e r y  Am e r i c a n  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  
Yia programs, Feremonies and 
aFtiYities, FontriEutions made 
b y  H B CU s  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r m e n t  
o f  s o c i e t y .

Du r i n g  a  d i s c u s s i o n  a r o u n d  
t h e  Ad m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s  c o m -
m i t m e n t s  t o  H B CU s  a n d  
t h e  i m p o r t a n t  w o r k  H B CU s  
a r e  d o i n g  t o  a d d r e s s  CO -
V ID- 1 9  a t  t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
a n d  i n  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h -
o u t  t h e  n a t i o n ,  T r e y  B a k e r ,  
:Kite +ouse senior adYisor, 
gaYe tKe administration KigK 
m a r k s .  H e  s p o k e  g l o w i n g l y  
o f  a  “ p h e n o m e n a l ”  a n d  “ b u i l t -
in´ Eenefi t for +%&Us.
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Chandi Ellis points to COVID-19 sticker on son D’Anthony Ellis’s jacket, after he got the COVID-19 vaccine.
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Hospitals in crisis in least vaccinated state in US

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D 
Contributing  W riter

 By Leah Willingham
Associated Press/ R eport f or America

JPS’ COVID-19 vaccination 
blitz: ‘It didn’t hurt,’ middle 

school student stressed. 
Mississippi’s capital city’s school district 

actively engages in the fi ght against COVID.
By Gail H.M. Brown, Ph.D.
Contributing  W riter

Dr. Cameron Webb, senior 
policy advisor for COVID-19 
Equity, White House COVID-19 
Response Team

Trey Baker, senior advisor 
for public engagement, White 
+ouse Offi ce of Public En-
gagement



T h e  “ r e a l ”  s e a s o n  t h a t  T i g e r  
f a n s  h a v e  b e e n  a n t i c i p a t i n g  b e -
g a n  i n  M i a m i  l a s t  Su n d a y .  It  
w a s  a  n a i l  b i t e r .  J a c k s o n  St a t e  
s u r v i v e d  7  t o  6  o v e r  n e w  SW AC 

m e m b e r  FAM U .
T h e  d e f e n s e  w a s  a m a z i n g .  

T h e  o f f e n s e  i s  s t i l l  w o r k i n g  o u t  
t h e  k i n k s .

Sh e d e u r  Sa n d e r s ’  c o l l e g e  d e -
b u t  w a s  a  g o o d  o n e .  Sa n d e r s  w a s  
1 8  o f  2 4  f o r  2 2 1  y a r d s  a n d  s c o r e d  

t h e  o n l y  t o u c h d o w n  o f  t h e  g a m e  
o n  a  q u a r t e r b a c k  s n e a k .  Sa n d e r s  
s h o w e d  g r e a t  t o u c h  a n d  a c c u r a -
c y  a l l  d a y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o n  t h e  d e e p  
b a l l .  H e  d i d  h o w e v e r  f u m b l e  3  
t i m e s ,  r e c o v e r i n g  o n l y  1  o f  t h e m .

Se n i o r  J o s h  La n i e r  c a u g h t  6  

p a s s e s  f o r  6 1  y a r d s .
T h e  r u n n i n g  g a m e  n e e d s  a  

c h a r g e  o f  e n e r g y  o n l y  e c l i p s -
i n g  7 1  y a r d s  o n  t h e  d a y .  Se n i o r  
P e y y t o n  P i c k e t t  l e a d  t h e  w a y  
w i t h  6 2  y a r d s  r u s h i n g .  B u t  t h e  
d e f e n s e  w a s  t h e  s t o r y .

Fa s t  a n d  p h y s i c a l  a l l  d a y .  
T h e y  h i t  h a r d  a n d  t h e y  h i t  o f t e n .   
An d  w i t h  t h e  g a m e  o n  t h e  l i n e ,  
t h e  “ Da r k s i d e ”  De f e n s e  c a m e  
t h r o u g h  w i t h  t h e  c r i t i c a l  d e f e n s e  
s t o p  t o  s e a l  t h e  v i c t o r y .  

Se n i o r  l i n e b a c k  Au b r e y  

M i l l e r  t o t a l e d  9  t a c k l e s  a n d  1  
s a c k .  M i l l e r  w o u l d  g o  o n  t o  w i n  
SW AC d e f e n s i v e  P l a y e r  o f  t h e  
w e e k .  Sh i l o  Sa n d e r s  p l a y e d  w e l l  
i n  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  f o r  t h e  d e f e n s e .   

N e x t  f o r  J SU  i s  T e n n e s s e e  
St a t e  i n  M e m p h i s  t h i s  Sa t u r d a y .

LO CAL

 By Tim Ward 
Sports W riter

-ackson State Tuarterback Shedeur Sanders �2� looks to pass downfi eld against Florida A	M in 
the fourth quarter.  P+OTOS B< -IM 5ASSOL�AP Coach Deion Sanders, center, holds the Orange Blossom Classic trophy after win.
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Jackson State captures trophy
at the Orange Blossom Classic



f e a s i b l e  a n d  w e  w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  f r e q u e n t  h a n d -
w a s h i n g  a n d  s a n i t i z i n g .  As  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  l a y e r  
o f  p r e v e n t i o n ,  u n v a c c i n a t e d  s t u d e n t - a t h l e t e s  
w i l l  u n d e r g o  w e e k l y  CO V ID- 1 9  t e s t i n g .  W e  
a r e  a l s o  p r o p o s i n g  t o  h a v e  w e e k l y  t e s t i n g  f o r  
u n v a c c i n a t e d  s t a f f . ”

In  t e r m s  o f  w h a t  a d v i c e  o r  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  
w o u l d  s h e  g i v e  t o  a n y  p a r e n t s  w h o  s t i l l  m a y  
n o t  b e  s u r e  a b o u t  c o n s e n t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  
t o  b e  v a c c i n a t e d ,  s h e  s a i d ,  “ I w o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  
p a r e n t s  t o  d o  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h .  Lo o k  c l o s e l y  a t  t h e  
n u m b e r  o f  c a s e s  t h i s  v a r i a n t  i s  h a v i n g  o n  y o u n g  
p e o p l e .  T a l k  t o  p h y s i c i a n s  a n d  t r u s t e d  i n d i v i d u -
a l s  t o  g e t  t h e  f a c t s  a n d  m a k e  a  d e c i s i o n  b a s e d  
o n  t h e  s c i e n c e ,  t h e  f a c t s  –  n o t  o p i n i o n s . ”

Ac c o r d i n g  t o  T h o m a s ,  J P S h a s  o v e r  1 8 , 0 0 0  
s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d .  “ As  o f  y e s t e r d a y ,  Se p t .  7 ,  w e  
h a v e  h a d  a  t o t a l  o f  1 5 9  CO V ID- 1 9  c a s e s  f o r  
s t u d e n t s .  1 , 8 3 9  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  q u a r a n t i n e d .  
W e  h a v e  h a d  a  t o t a l  o f  3 1  p o s i t i v e  CO V ID- 1 9  
c a s e s  f o r  s t a f f .  N i n e t y - s e v e n  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  
h a v e  b e e n  q u a r a n t i n e d .

De An t h o n y  El l i s ’  a d v i c e  t o  f e l l o w  s t u d e n t s  
w h o  m i g h t  b e  a f r a i d  t o  g e t  v a c c i n a t e d  i s ,  “ It  
d i d n ’ t  h u r t .  T h e y  n e e d  t o  g e t  v a c c i n a t e d . ”  H e  
r e p e a t e d ,  “ t h e y  n e e d  t o  g e t  v a c c i n a t e d . ”

B a k e r  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  B i d e n - H a r r i s  Ad m i n -
i s t r a t i o n  h a s  d o n e  m o r e  t h a n  p r e v i o u s  a d m i n i s -
trations in tKe finanFial restoration of +%&Us. 
“ T h e  w e e k  c e l e b r a t e s  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  t h a t  c a n  b e  
p r o v i d e d  f r o m  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l e v e l .  It ’ s  d o i n g  
e v e r y t h i n g  i t  c a n  p o s s i b l y  d o , ”  h e  a d d e d .  

5efleFting on &O9,'�1�, 'r. &ameron 
W e b b ,  s e n i o r  p o l i c y  a d v i s o r  f o r  CO V ID- 1 9  Eq -
u i t y ,  W h i t e  H o u s e  CO V ID- 1 9  R e s p o n s e  T e a m ,  
p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  3  o u t  o f  5  o r  6 0 %  o f  b l a c k s  h a v e  
Eeen YaFFinated. ³+%&Us are reTuiring YaFFina-
t i o n s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  c o m e  b a c k ,  a n d  s t u d e n t s  a r e  
g e t t i n g  v a c c i n a t e d .  [ T h e y ]  a r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e i r  
h o m e  t o w n s  t o  e n c o u r a g e  o t h e r s .  T h e  t r a g e d y  i s  
t h o s e  u n v a c c i n a t e d , ”  h e  s t a t e d .  

N o t  l e t t i n g  u p  o n  t h e  u n v a c c i n a t e d ,  Ca m e r o n  

m a i n t a i n e d :  “ T h e  s c i e n c e  i s  r e a l l y  c l e a r .  P e o p l e  
n e e d  t o  k n o w  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  d i s i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h e r e  
a r e  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  d e g r e e s  w h o  s t i l l  a r e  s w a y e d  
b y  d i s i n f o r m a t i o n . ”

M e n t i o n i n g  t h a t  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  s e e k  w h a t  i s  
t r u t h ,  W e b b  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  t h r e a t  i s  t h e  v i r u s .  
“ Al m o s t  3 3 %  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  g e t  CO V ID h a v e  
l o n g - t e r m  s y m p t o m s .  W e  w e n t  t h r o u g h  a  v i g o r -
o u s  p r o c e s s  o f  e v a l u a t i o n .  T h i s  i s  a  t i m e  t o  b e  
i n f o r m a t i o n - h u n g r y  a n d  t o  g e t  t h e  f a c t s .  P e o p l e  
n e e d  t o  u s e  h i g h  s t a n d a r d s .  T h e y  a r e  m a k i n g  t e r -
r i b l e  d e c i s i o n s .  It ’ s  t r a g i c  t h a t  b l a c k s  r e s o r t  t o  
d i s t r u s t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n , ”  h e  s a i d  u n a p o l o g e t i c a l l y .

W eb b  ref erred  read ers  to  the f o l l o w i ng trus ted  
s i tes  o n C O V I D - 1 9  v acci nati o ns :  v acci nes . go v ;  
cd c. go v  and  . hs s . go v .

JPS
Continued from page 1

HBCUs
Continued from page 1

Hospitals
Continued from page 1

t h a n n u m b e r s  d u r i n g p r e v i o u s  s u r g e s  o f  t h e  v i -
r u s .

In t h e  m e d i c a l  c e n t e r ’ s  c h i l d r e n ’ s  h o s p i t a l , 
e m e r g e n c y r o om  n u r s e  An ne  Si n c l a i r  s a i d s h e  i s  
t i r e d  o f  t h e  c o n s t a n t  m i s i n f or m a t i o n s h e  h e a r s , 
n a m e l y t h a t  c h i l d r e n  c a n ’ t  g e t  v e r y i l l  f r om  CO -
V ID.

“ I’ v e  s e e n c h i l d r e n d i e  i n m y u n i t  o f  CO V ID, 
c om p l i c a t i o n s , a n d t h a t ’ s  j u s t  n o t  s o m e t h i n g y o u 
c a n e v e r  f o r g e t , ’ ’  s h e  s a i d .

“ It ’ s  v e r y s o b e r i n g , ’ ’  c o n t i n u e d Si n c l a i r , w h o 
i s  t h e  p a r e n t  o f  a  2 - y e a r - o l d a n d a  5 - y e a r - o l d a n d 
w o r r i e s  f or  t h e i r  s a f e t y . “ I j u s t  w i s h p e o p l e  c o u l d 
l o o k  p a s t  t h e  p o l i t i c s  a n d t h i n k a b o u t  t h e i r  f a m i -
l i e s  a n d t h e i r  c h i l d r e n . ’ ’

7o deal ZitK oYerfloZ &O9,' patients, &Kris -
t i a n r e l i e f  c h a r i t y Sa m a r i t a n ’ s  P u r s e  s e t  u p a n 
emergenFy field Kospital in tKe parking garage 
of U00&¶s FKildren¶s Kospital.

T h e  h o s p i t a l  i s  t r e a t i n g a n a v e r a g e  o f  1 5 p a -

tients a day, ZitK tKe FapaFity for seYen ,&U 
p a t i e n t s .

N u r s e  K e l l y Si t e s , w h o h a s  a l s o t r e a t e d CO V -
ID p a t i e n t s  i n h o t s p o t s  l i k e  Ca l i f or n i a  a n d It a l y , 
s a i d i t ’ s  h e a r t w r e n c h i n g t o k n o w  t h a t  s om e  o f  
t h e  s e v e r e  c a s e s  c o u l d h a v e  b e e n p r e v e n t e d w i t h 
t h e  v a c c i ne . M a n y p a t i e n t s  a r e  s o s i c k t h e y c a n ’ t  
t a l k . N u r s e s  w a l k a r o u n d w i t h s c r i p t u r e  v e r s e s  
o n d u c t  t a p e  o n t h e i r  s c r u b s  a n d w i l l  r e c i t e  t h e m  
t o t h e i r  p a t i e n t s .

Sa m a r i t a n ’ s  P u r s e  i s  a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d i s a s -
t e r  r e l i e f  or g a n i z a t i o n w i t h m i s s i o n s  s p a n n i n g 
m u l t i p l e  c o n t i ne n t s . Si t e s  h a s  r e s p o n d e d t o 2 0 
m i s s i o n s , i n H a i t i , t h e  P h i l i p p i ne s , Li b e r i a , t h e  
De m o c r a t i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  Co n g o a n d o t h e r  p l a c e s .

³7o respond to tKe United 6tates is Tuite sur-
r e a l  f or  u s , ’ ’  s h e  s a i d . “ It ’ s  a  c h a l l e n g e  b e c a u s e  
u s u a l l y , h om e  i s  s t a b l e . An d s o w h e n w e  d e p l o y , 
Ze¶re Must going to tKe disaster. 7Kis is tKe first 
t i m e  w h e r e  h om e  i s  a  d i s a s t e r . ’ ’
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M i s s i s s i p p i  h a s  1 2 0  d a y s  t o  c o m e  u p  w i t h  
p r o p o s e d  l o n g - t e r m  p l a n  f o r  h o w  i t  w i l l  w o r k  
t o  p r e v e n t  u n n e c e s s a r y  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n s  
o f  p e o p l e  w i t h  m e n t a l  i l l n e s s  i n  s t a t e  h o s p i -
t a l s ,  a  f e d e r a l  j u d g e  r u l e d  T u e s d a y .

U.6. 'istriFt -udge &arlton 5eeYes or-
d e r e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  i n i t i a l  p l a n  b e  s u b m i t -
ted to tKe U.6. -ustiFe 'epartment and an 
i n d e p e n d e n t  m o n i t o r ,  M i c h a e l  H o g a n ,  f o r  
feedEaFk. 7Ke final plan must Ee Fompleted 
i n  1 8 0  d a y s .

H o g a n  i s  a  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c a r e  v e t e r a n  w i t h  
4 0  y e a r s ’  e x p e r i e n c e .  H e  p r e v i o u s l y  s e r v e d  
a s  s p e c i a l  m a s t e r  a m i d  t h e  o n g o i n g  l i t i g a -
t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  De p a r t m e n t  o f  
H e a l t h  a n d  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .

+ogan is ³Zell�suited Ey TualifiFations, 
e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  j u d g m e n t  t o  s e r v e  a s  m o n i -
t o r  i n  t h i s  c a s e , ’ ’  R e e v e s  w r o t e .

T h e  J u s t i c e  De p a r t m e n t  s u e d  M i s s i s s i p p i  
i n  2 0 1 6 ,  a n d  R e e v e s  r u l e d  t h e  s t a t e  w a s  i n  
v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Am e r i c a n s  w i t h  Di s a b i l i t i e s  
Ac t .

Fe d e r a l  a t t o r n e y s  s a i d  d u r i n g  a  2 0 1 9  t r i a l  
t h a t  m e n t a l l y  i l l  p e o p l e  w e r e  b e i n g  h e l d  i n  
j a i l s  b e c a u s e  c r i s i s  t e a m s  d i d  n o t  r e s p o n d .  
T h e y  s a i d  p e o p l e  h a d  b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  l i v e  f a r  
f r o m  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  b e c a u s e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  
s e r v i c e s  w e r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e i r  h o m e -
t o w n s .  T h e y  a l s o  s a i d  p e o p l e  m a d e  r e p e a t e d  
t r i p s  t o  M i s s i s s i p p i  m e n t a l  h o s p i t a l s  b e c a u s e  
t h e r e  w a s  n o  e f f e c t i v e  p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e m  t o  
t r a n s i t i o n  t o  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e s ,  a n d  t h e  
m o s t  i n t e n s i v e  k i n d s  o f  s e r v i c e s  w e r e  n o t  
b e i n g  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e .

Du r i n g  a  J u l y  h e a r i n g ,  s t a t e  a t t o r n e y s  s a i d  
M i s s i s s i p p i  h a s  e n a c t e d  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  e n -
a b l e  p e o p l e  t o  o b t a i n  t r e a t m e n t  i n  t h e i r  c o m -
m u n i t i e s  a n d  a v o i d  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  
m o b i l e  c r i s i s  t e a m s ,  s u p p o r t i v e  h o u s i n g  a n d  
p e e r  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s .

J u s t i c e  De p a r t m e n t  a t t o r n e y s  s a i d  t h o s e  
s e r v i c e s  n e e d  t o  b e  e x p a n d e d  a n d  t h e r e  n e e d  
t o  b e  m e t r i c s  t o  e n s u r e  t h e y  a r e  w o r k i n g .

W h i l e  a c t i n g  a s  s p e c i a l  m a s t e r ,  H o g a n  
s u g g e s t e d  a  m o n i t o r  b e  p u t  i n  p l a c e  t o  i n d e -
p e n d e n t l y  v e r i f y  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  d a t a  o n  s e r v i c e s  

i t  p r o v i d e s .  H e  s a i d  t h e  s t a t e  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  
t o  b e  c o l l e c t i n g  a d e q u a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  i n -
t e r p r e t  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  s e r v i c e s .

Under 5eeYes¶ order, tKe state Zill Ee re -
s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t r a c k i n g  a  w i d e  a r r a y  o f  d a t a ,  
i n c l u d i n g  s t a t e  h o s p i t a l  a d m i s s i o n s  a n d  t h e  
n u m b e r  o f  p a t i e n t s  w h o  r e m a i n  i n  s t a t e  h o s -
p i t a l s  m o r e  t h a n  1 8 0  d a y s ,  c a l l s  t o  m o b i l e  
c r i s i s  t e a m s  a n d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  b e -
i n g  p l a c e d  i n  j a i l  w h i l e  w a i t i n g  f o r  a  s t a t e  
h o s p i t a l  b e d .

M i s s i s s i p p i  w i l l  a l s o  b e  c h a r g e d  w i t h  s t a r t -
i n g  a  c l i n i c a l  r e v i e w  p r o c e s s .  T h e  s t a t e  w i l l  
b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  s a m p l e  1 0 0  t o  2 0 0  p a t i e n t s  a  
y e a r  “ t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  s e r v i c e s  a r e  w o r k i n g  a s  
i n t e n d e d  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  n e e d s  o f  p e o p l e  w i t h  
s e r i o u s  m e n t a l  i l l n e s s . ’ ’

H o g a n  s a i d  p r e v i o u s l y  t h a t  t h e  r e v i e w  
p r o c e s s  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  a  m e a n i n g f u l  c r o s s -
c h e c k  o f  d a t a .

W h i l e  a c t i n g  a s  m o n i t o r ,  H o g a n  w i l l  b e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o v i d e  r e p o r t s  e v e r y  s i x  m o n t h s  
o n  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  R e e v e s ’  o r -
d e r .  R e e v e s  w i l l  h o l d  a  s t a t u s  c o n f e r e n c e  
w i t h  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  
H o g a n  a f t e r  e a c h  r e p o r t  i s  s u b m i t t e d .

H o g a n  w i l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  
a n d  c o u l d  b e  r e a p p o i n t e d .  H o g a n  w i l l  b e  
p a i d  b y  t h e  s t a t e ,  b u t  R e e v e s ’  o r d e r  d i d  n o t  
s p e c i f y  h o w  m u c h .

T h e  f o r m e r  c o - o w n e r  o f  a n  a w a r d -
w i n n i n g  M i s s i s s i p p i  r e s t a u r a n t  w i l l  a v o i d  
p r i s o n  t i m e  a f t e r  s h e  p l e a d e d  g u i l t y  t o  m a n -
s l a u g h t e r  i n  t h e  s h o o t i n g  d e a t h  o f  a  m a n  
o u t s i d e  a  l i q u o r  s t o r e  s h e  a l s o  o w n s .

G r e t a  B r o w n  B u l l y ,  5 2 ,  o f  R i d g e l a n d ,  e n -
t e r e d  t h e  g u i l t y  p l e a  W e d n e s d a y  i n  H i n d s  
Co u n t y  Ci r c u i t  Co u r t .  Sh e  w a s  s e n t e n c e d  t o  
1 0  y e a r s  i n  p r i s o n ,  b u t  t w o  o f  t h o s e  w i l l  b e  
s e r v e d  o n  h o u s e  a r r e s t  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  e i g h t  
a r e  s u s p e n d e d .  T h a t  m e a n s  s h e  w i l l  n o t  
s p e n d  a n y  t i m e  i n  p r i s o n .

%ully Zas FKarged ZitK first�degree mur-
d e r ,  d r i v e - b y  s h o o t i n g  a n d  e v i d e n c e  t a m -
p e r i n g  a f t e r  La r r y  Le e ,  6 5 ,  w a s  s h o t  t o  d e a t h  
i n  Ap r i l  2 0 2 0  i n  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  o f  a  l i q u o r  
s t o r e  s h e  o w n s  i n  J a c k s o n .

B u l l y  i s  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  a  H i n d s  Co u n -
t y  c o n s t a b l e .  Sh e  i s  a l s o  f o r m e r  c o - o w n e r  
o f  B u l l y ’ s  So u l  Fo o d  R e s t a u r a n t  i n  J a c k -
s o n ,  w h i c h  r e c e i v e d  a n  Am e r i c a ’ s  Cl a s s i c s  
Aw a r d  f r o m  t h e  J a m e s  B e a r d  Fo u n d a t i o n  i n  
2 0 1 6 .  T h e  f o u n d a t i o n  s a y s  t h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  
i s  f o r  r e s t a u r a n t s  t h a t  h a v e  “ t i m e l e s s  a p -
peal´ and ³serYe Tuality food tKat refleFts 
t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s . ”

W AP T - T V  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  b e f o r e  J u d g e  
Fo r r e s t  A.  J o h n s o n  a c c e p t e d  B u l l y ’ s  p l e a  
d e a l  W e d n e s d a y ,  h e  h e a r d  t e s t i m o n y  a n d  
w a t c h e d  p o l i c e  b o d y  c a m e r a  v i d e o  t h a t  

sKoZed %ully telling offiFers sKe sKot /ee 
a f t e r  h e  w a l k e d  u p  o n  h e r  a n d  s h e  t o l d  h i m  
s e v e r a l  t i m e s  t o  l e a v e .

H i n d s  Co u n t y  Di s t r i c t  At t o r n e y  J o d y  O w -
e n s  s a i d  t w o  h a n d g u n s  w e r e  u s e d  t o  s h o o t  
Le e  w h i l e  h e  s a t  o u t s i d e  a  l i q u o r  s t o r e  t h a t  
B u l l y  o w n e d .  A J a c k s o n  p o l i c e  d e t e c t i v e  
testified tKat /ee appeared to Ee sitting on 
t h e  g r o u n d  n e x t  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w h e n  h e  w a s  
s h o t .

B u l l y  t o l d  t h e  j u d g e  s h e  w a s  s o r r y  f o r  
Le e ’ s  d e a t h ,  b u t  s h e  s h o t  h i m  “ b e c a u s e  I 
f e a r e d  f o r  m y  l i f e  a n d  I h a d  n o  a l t e r n a t i v e . ”

J o h n s o n  i s  a  r e t i r e d  c i r c u i t  j u d g e  f r o m  
Ad a m s  Co u n t y .  T h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  Su p r e m e  
Co u r t  l a s t  y e a r  a p p o i n t e d  h i m  t o  o v e r s e e  
B u l l y ’ s  c a s e  l a s t  y e a r  a f t e r  a l l  f o u r  H i n d s  
Co u n t y  c i r c u i t  j u d g e s  r e c u s e d  t h e m s e l v e s .

W LB T - T V  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  B u l l y ’ s  d e f e n s e  
a t t o r n e y ,  De n n i s  Sw e e t ,  p r e v i o u s l y  s o u g h t  
t o  h a v e  a l l  c h a r g e s  d r o p p e d  a g a i n s t  h e r .  H e  
c i t e d  a  s t a t e  l a w  t h a t  a l l o w s  p e o p l e  t o  d e f e n d  
t h e m s e l v e s  i f  t h e i r  h o m e s  o r  b u s i n e s s e s  a r e  
t h r e a t e n e d .  J a c k s o n  P o l i c e  De t e c t i v e  B r u c e  
T r i p l e t t  h a d  s a i d  t h e  s h o o t i n g  a p p e a r e d  t o  
b e  “ n o t  f o r  l a w f u l  s e l f - d e f e n s e . ”

In  M a y ,  J o h n s o n  s e a l e d  c o u r t  d o c u m e n t s  
i n  B u l l y ’ s  c a s e  a n d  o r d e r e d  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  
n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  c a s e  i n  p u b l i c .  T h e  c o u r t  
d o c k e t  s h o w s  h e  u n s e a l e d  t h e  d o c u m e n t s  
a n d  l i f t e d  t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  T u e s d a y .
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In  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  n i g h t ,  
1 4 - y e a r  o l d  Em m e t t  T i l l  w a s  
s n a t c h e d  f r o m  h i s  g r e a t  u n c l e ’ s  
h o m e  i n  Dr e w ,  M i s s i s s i p p i .  
T h e n  a n  a n g r y  W h i t e  m o b  b e a t ,  
t o r t u r e d  a n d  t h e n  s h o t  T i l l  b e -
f o r e  t h e y  u s e d  w i r e  t o  c o n n e c t  a  
f a n  b l a d e  t o  h i s  h e a d  t o  s i n k  h i s  
y o u n g  b o d y  t o  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  
T a l l a h a t c h i e  R i v e r .

T h e  b r u t a l  l y n c h i n g  o f  Em -
m e t t  T i l l  o n  Au g u s t  2 8 ,  1 9 5 5  
w a s  o n  t h e  m i n d  o f  1 3 - y e a r -
o l d  Y o l a n d a  R e n e  K i n g  a t  t h e  
M a r c h  O n  W a s h i n g t o n  f o r  V o t -
i n g  R i g h t s  r a l l y  Sa t u r d a y ,  Au g .  
2 8 .  Du r i n g  h e r  s p e e c h ,  M a r t i n  
Lu t h e r  K i n g ’ s  o n l y  g r a n d c h i l d  
a s k e d  f o r  a  m o m e n t  o f  s i l e n c e  
i n  h o n o r  o f  T i l l ,  w h o  s h e  s a i d ,  
“ w a s  a b o u t  m y  a g e . ”

O n l y  b l o c k s  a w a y  f r o m  
w h e r e  s h e  s t o o d ,  a  b r a n d  n e w  
e x h i b i t  w a s  a b o u t  t o  p a y  h o m -
a g e  t o  t h a t  s a m e  m e m o r y .  Al -
tKougK tKousands KaYe fi led 
p a s t  t h e  c a s k e t  o f  Em m e t t  T i l l  
d i s p l a y e d  a t  t h e  Sm i t h s o n i a n ’ s  
M u s e u m  o f  Af r i c a n  Am e r i c a n  
H i s t o r y  a n d  Cu l t u r e ,  o n  Se p -
t e m b e r  3 ,  a  n e w  e x h i b i t  w a s  
s e t  t o  o p e n  i n  “ Fl a g  H a l l ”  o f  
t h e  Sm i t h s o n i a n ’ s  M u s e u m  o f  
Am e r i c a n  H i s t o r y  t h a t  s h o w s  
t h e  r e c e n t l y  b u l l e t - r i d d l e d  r o a d  
m a r k e r s  w h e r e  T i l l ’ s  b o d y  w a s  
f o u n d .  T h i s  i s  d e s e c r a t i o n  t h a t  
s t a r k l y  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  l e v e l  o f  
r a c i s m  a n d  W h i t e  s u p r e m a c y  
s t i l l  i n f e s t i n g  Am e r i c a .

“ T h e s e  s i g n s  w e r e  p a r t  o f  a  
l o n g - s t a n d i n g  h i s t o r y  t h a t  h a s  
i n t e n t i o n a l l y  b e e n  s u p p r e s s e d  
a n d  i n  s o m e  w a y s  a t t a c k e d , ”  
s a i d  T s i o n e  W o l d e - M i c h a e l ,  3 4 ,  
t h e  Sm i t h s o n i a n ’ s  c u r a t o r  f o r  
Af r i c a n  Am e r i c a n  So c i a l  J u s -
t i c e .  Sh e  a d d e d ,  “ T h e  c o m m u -
n i t y  h a s  s h o w n  i t s  r e s i l i e n c e  i n  
e r e c t i n g  a  n e w  s i g n  e v e r y  t i m e  

i t  i s  s h o t  u p . ”
W o l d e - M i c h a e l  c o n t i n u e s ,  

“ T i l l ’ s  m u r d e r  a n d  o p e n - c a s k e t  
f u n e r a l  b e c a m e  a  c a t a l y s t  f o r  
t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  m o v e m e n t …
An d  n o w  i n  w h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  
b e e n  Em m e t t  T i l l ’ s  8 0 t h  y e a r ,  
t h i s  v a n d a l i z e d  s i g n  d e m o n -
s t r a t e s  t h e  w a y s  h i s t o r i e s  o f  
r a c i s m  a n d  v i o l e n c e  c o n t i n u e  
i n t o  t h e  p r e s e n t .  O u r  M i s s i s -
s i p p i  c o m m u n i t y  p a r t n e r s  h a v e  
c o n t i n u o u s l y  r i s k e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  
t o  c o m m e m o r a t e  a n d  i n t e r p r e t  
t h i s  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  w e  a r e  h o n -
o r e d  w i t h  t h e  t r u s t  t h e y  h a v e  
p l a c e d  i n  t h e  Sm i t h s o n i a n  t o  
s t e w a r d  t h e  s i g n  a n d  b r i n g  i t s  
s t o r y  a l o n g  w i t h  Em m e t t ’ s  t o  
t h e  p u b l i c . ”

T h e  Sm i t h s o n i a n ’ s  N a t i o n a l  
M u s e u m  o f  Am e r i c a n  H i s t o r y  

w i l l  o p e n  “ R e c k o n i n g  w i t h  
R e m e m b r a n c e :  H i s t o r y ,  In j u s -
t i c e  a n d  t h e  M u r d e r  o f  Em m e t t  
T i l l ”  a s  a  m o n t h l o n g  d i s p l a y  
o f  t h e  b u l l e t - r i d d e n  s i g n  t h a t  
w a s  p l a c e d  b y  t h e  T a l l a h a t c h i e  
R i v e r  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i  i n  r e m e m -
b r a n c e  o f  Em m e t t  T i l l  t h r o u g h  
O c t .  5 .

Sm i t h s o n i a n  Cu r a t o r  N a n c y  
B e r c a w  s a i d  J e r o m e  G .  Li t t l e ,  
w h o  d i e d  i n  2 0 1 1 ,  p i o n e e r e d  t h e  
e f f o r t  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  T i l l  s t o r y  
and tKe signs. +e Zas tKe fi rst 
Af r i c a n - Am e r i c a n  t o  s e r v e  a s  
t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  T a l l a h a t c h i e  
Co u n t y  B o a r d  o f  Su p e r v i s o r s .

“ T h e  s i g n s  w e r e  s h o t  u p ,  
p e o p l e  d e f a c e d  t h e m  w i t h  a c i d .  
B u t  e v e r y  t i m e  t h e  Em m e t t  T i l l  
M e m o r i a l  Co m m i s s i o n  p u l l e d  
t h e m s e l v e s  t o g e t h e r  a n d  r a i s e d  

t h e  f u n d s  a n d  p u t  u p  a n o t h e r  
s i g n , ”  B e r c a w  s a i d .  Af t e r  Li t t l e  
d i e d ,  h i s  f r i e n d ,  J e s s e  J a y n e s -
Di m m i n g  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  
w i t h  t h e  Em m e t t  T i l l  M e m o -
r i a l  Co m m i s s i o n  t o  k e e p  T i l l ’ s  
l e g a c y  a l i v e .

An t h e a  M .  H a r t i g ,  P h . D. ,  
El i z a b e t h  M a c M i l l a n  d i r e c -
t o r  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  M u s e u m  
o f  Am e r i c a n  H i s t o r y ,  s a i d  t h e  
m u s e u m  w i l l  p r e s e n t  a  p r o g r a m  
o n  Se p t .  2  e n t i t l e d ,  “ T h e  Lo n g  
B a t t l e :  T h e  W o r k  o f  P r e s e r v -
i n g  Em m e t t  T i l l ’ s  M e m o r y ,  a  
Co n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  Co m m u -
n i t y  Le a d e r s  f r o m  T a l l a h a t c h i e  
Co u n t y ,  M i s s i s s i p p i . ”

R e v e r e n d  W h e e l e r  P a r k e r ,  
a  c i v i l  r i g h t s  a c t i v i s t  a n d  T i l l  
f a m i l y  m e m b e r  a n d  P a t r i c k  
W e e m s ,  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  

t h e  Em m e t t  T i l l  In t e r p r e t i v e  
Ce n t e r  i n  M o n e y ,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  
t e a m e d  u p  w i t h  c u r a t o r s  a n d  o f -
fi Fials from tKe 6mitKsonian to 
h o l d  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a n d  p r e s -
e n t  t h e  e x h i b i t  w h i c h  w i l l  g o  
o n  p u b l i c  d i s p l a y  Se p t .  3 .  T h e  
M u s e u m  i s  l o c a t e d  o n  D. C. ’ s  
Co n s t i t u t i o n  Av e n u e  N . W .  b e -
t w e e n  1 2 t h  a n d  1 4 t h  s t r e e t s .  Ac -
c e s s  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  b e  f o u n d  
a t  Am e r i c a n h i s t o r y . s i . e d u  o r  b y  
c a l l i n g  2 0 2 - 6 3 3 - 1 0 0 0 .

W o l d e - M i c h a e l  s a i d  t h a t  In  
2 0 1 9  s h e  a n d  a  g r o u p  o f  h i s t o r i -
a n s  t r a v e l e d  a c r o s s  M i s s i s s i p p i  
l o o k i n g  t o  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  
t h e  Em m e t t  T i l l  s i g n  s t o r y .  T h e  
r e c e p t i o n  w a s  p o s i t i v e  t o w a r d  
h a v i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  e x h i b i t .  
“ T h i s  i s  a b o u t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
l o n g - t e r m  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y .  T h i s  i s  j u s t  t h e  b e -
g i n n i n g . ”

T h e  s e n t i m e n t  i s  m u t u a l .  “ W e  
a r e  t h r i l l e d  t o  p a r t n e r  w i t h  t h e  
Sm i t h s o n i a n  N a t i o n a l  M u s e u m  
o f  Am e r i c a n  H i s t o r y , ”  s a i d  
W e e m s .  “ T h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  T a l l a -
h a t c h i e  Co u n t y  h a v e  s t r u g g l e d  
t o  k e e p  T i l l ’ s  m e m o r y  o n  t h e  
p h y s i c a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  l a n d s c a p e .  
W e  a r e  h o n o r e d  t h a t  t h e  Sm i t h -
s o n i a n  h a s  t a k e n  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  
t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  Am e r i c a n  s t o r y . ”

T h e  e x h i b i t  i s  d e l i b e r a t e l y  
p l a c e d  i n  t h e  m u s e u m ’ s  m o s t  
p r o m i n e n t  l o c a t i o n ,  a c r o s s  
f r o m  t h e  St a r - Sp a n g l e d  B a n n e r  
e x h i b i t i o n  a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g ’ s  c e n -
t e r .  T h e  T i l l  s i g n  w o r k s  t o  p r e -
s e r v e  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  a n  Af r i c a n  
Am e r i c a n  b o y ’ s  m u r d e r  w h i l e  
d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h e  o n g o i n g  n a -
t u r e  o f  a n t i - B l a c k  v i o l e n c e  i n  
Am e r i c a .  A c o m p a n i o n  w e b -
p a g e  w i l l  a l s o  b e c o m e  a v a i l a b l e  
Se p t .  3 .

In  2 0 0 8 ,  t h e  Em m e t t  T i l l  
M e m o r i a l  Co m m i s s i o n  e r e c t e d  
n i n e  h i s t o r i c a l  m a r k e r s  t o  c o m -
m e m o r a t e  T i l l ,  b u t  t h e  s i g n s  

h a v e  b e e n  s t o l e n ,  r i d d l e d  w i t h  
b u l l e t s  o r  t h r o w n  i n  t h e  r i v e r .  
T h e  3 1 7  b u l l e t  p u n c t u r e s  o n  t h e  
s i g n  c o l l e c t e d  b y  t h e  m u s e u m ,  
t h e  s e c o n d  o f  f o u r  p l a c e d  a t  t h e  
r i v e r  s i t e ,  s e r v e  a s  a  r e m i n d e r  
t h a t  t h e  r a c i s m  t h a t  c a u s e d  
T i l l ’ s  d e a t h  s t i l l  e x i s t s  t o d a y .  
T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  e r e c t e d  a  n e w  
b u l l e t - p r o o f  m a r k e r  i n  2 0 1 9  a n d  
d o n a t e d  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  m a r k e r  
t o  t h e  m u s e u m .

“ T h e  N a t i o n a l  M u s e u m  o f  
Am e r i c a n  H i s t o r y  i s  d e e p l y  
h o n o r e d  t o  c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  t h e  
T a l l a h a t c h i e  c o m m u n i t y  t o  p r e -
s e r v e  a n d  p r e s e n t  t h e  l e g a c y  o f  
Em m e t t  T i l l , ”  s a i d  H a r t i g ,  “ T h e  
h i s t o r y  o f  r a c i a l  v i o l e n c e  i s  o f -
t e n  e r a s e d  a n d  h i g h l y  c o n t e s t e d  
in tKe Eattle to defi ne AmeriFan 
m e m o r y ,  a n d  t h i s  v a n d a l i z e d  
sign demonstrates tKe ramifi Fa�
t i o n s  o f  o n g o i n g  e f f o r t s  o f  r e -
m e m b r a n c e  a n d  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e .  
R a c i s m  d o e s  n o t  o n l y  r e s i d e  i n  
t h e  p a s t .  It  i n h a b i t s  o u r  l i v e d  r e -
a l i t y . ”

T h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  t h e  T i l l  
H i s t o r i c a l  M a r k e r  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  
m u s e u m ’ s  n e w  v i s i o n  o u t l i n e d  
i n  i t s  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n ,  w h i c h  i s  
c e n t e r e d  i n  o u t r e a c h  a n d  c o m -
m i t m e n t  t o  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  
p r o v i d e s  a  p l a c e  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  
e x p l o r e  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  t h e  
c o u n t r y ’ s  s h a r e d  h i s t o r y .

“ T h e  Em m e t t  T i l l  M e m o r i a l  
Co m m i s s i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k -
i n g  f o r  1 5  y e a r s  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  
p h y s i c a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  l a n d s c a p e  
o f  T a l l a h a t c h i e  Co u n t y ,  M i s s i s -
s i p p i ,  a n d  t h e  r o a d  t o  r e m e m b e r  
h a s  n o t  b e e n  e a s y , ”  s a i d  W e e m s .  
“ So  i t  i s  w i t h  g r e a t  a p p r e c i a t i o n  
t h a t  w e  a r e  p a r t n e r i n g  w i t h  t h e  
Sm i t h s o n i a n  t o  h o n o r  a n d  r e -
m e m b e r  Em m e t t  T i l l  a n d  t h e  
s t r u g g l e  t h a t  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  
h a s  f a c e d  t o  c o m m e m o r a t e  h i s  
l i f e  a n d  l e g a c y  a n d  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  
c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  r a c i a l  h e a l i n g . ”

LO CAL

JPS Graduation Football 
Classic was a success
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Smithsonian Exhibit of Emmett Till Marker 
Puts 21st Century Racism on Display

Desecrated sign reveals level of hatred that still prevails

Sa t ur da y , Se pt e m be r  4, 2021  
a t  V e t e r a ns  M e m or i a l  St a di um ,  
J a c ks on P ubl i c  Sc hool s  hos t e d 
its fi rst *raduation &lassiF.  7Ke 
c l a s s i c  c o ns i s t e d o f  2 r i va l r y  
ga m e s  put t i ng La ni e r  vs  P r ovi ne  
hi gh s c h ool  a t  1 1 a m  a nd Ca l l a -
w a y vs  M ur r a h a t  3 pm .  It  w a s  
a  gr e a t  da y f or  f oot ba l l !   B e a u-
t i f ul , ho t ,  s unny da y gr e e t e d  
t he  f a ns  i n bot h ga m e s .  W i t h 
J a c ks on St a t e  U ni ve r s i t y pl a y-
i ng i n M i a m i , t he  oppor t uni t y  
w a s  pr e s e nt e d f or  J P S t o hos t  
s om e  ga m e s .  T he  a t m os phe r e  
w a s  gr e a t  a nd t he  s t a di um  pr o-
vi de d pl e nt y of  r oom  f or  s oc i a l  
di s t a nc i ng a m on gs t  t he  f a ns .  T o 
ke e p c r ow d c ont r ol  i n or de r  a nd 
f or  s a ni t i z i ng e f f or t s , t he  s i de  
oppos i t e  of  t he  pr e s s box w a s  
t he  onl y s i de  us e d f or  t he  da y .  
O ppos i ng f a ns  w e r e  s e pa r a t e d  
by a  s e c t i on w i t h ye l l ow  t a pe  
s ur r oundi ng i t .  Si m i l a r  t o how  
c ol l e ge  ba nds ’  s e c t i ons  a r e  r e -
s e r ve d.

,n tKe fi rst game, ProYine de�
f e a t e d La ni e r  19 t o 0 w i t h s ol i d 
de f e ns e  c oupl e d w i t h a  ni c e  

a e r i a l  a s s a ul t .  Se ni or  qua r t e r -
ba c k Sha vi or  Al l e n c om pl e t e d 7 
of  13 pa s s e s  f or  127 ya r ds  a nd 
2 t ouc hdow ns .  J uni or  r e c e i ve r  
Z a qua n M os s  c a ught  5 pa s s e s  
f or  1 16 ya r ds  a nd 2 t ouc hdow ns .  
Sophom or e  r unni ng J ont a vous  
Shoe m a t e , l e a d t he  R a m s  i n 

r us hi ng w i t h 17 c a r r i e s  f or  135 
ya r ds .  La ni e r ’ s  de f e ns e  s t i f f -
e ne d up i n t he  s e c o nd ha l f , but  
unf or t una t e l y f or  bul l dog f a ns , 
t he  of f e ns e  c oul dn’ t  r e a c h t he  
e ndz one .  B ot h t e a m s  e nde d Sa t -
ur da y w i t h a  1- 1 r e c or d he a di ng 
i nt o t he i r  F r i da y ga m e s .

T he  s e c ond ga m e  w a s  c r os s  
t ow n r i va l s , Ca l l a w a y vs  M ur -
r a h.  T he s e  s c hool s  l i t e r a l l y pl a y 
f or  a  t r ophy m a de  up o f  a  he l m e t  
w i t h Ca l l a w a y on one  s i de  a nd 
M ur r a h on t he  ot he r  s i de .  B ot h 
t e a m s  e nt e r e d t he  ga m e  l ooki ng 
for tKeir fi rst Zin of tKe season.  

T ur nove r s  pl a gue d t he  M us t a ngs  
Sa t ur da y .  U nt i m e l y i nt e r c e p-
t i ons  a nd f um bl e s  ha unt e d t he m .   
Dyl a n P hi l l i ps  of  Ca l l a w a y ha d 
a  good da y c a pt ur i ng t w o i n-
t e r c e pt i ons .  De vi nn J one s  w a s  
a bl e  t o r e c ove r  a  M ur r a h f um bl e .   
Ca l l a w a y w on t he  ga m e  18 t o 

2, s c or i ng t he i r  18 poi nt s  i n t he  
2nd qua r t e r .  J uni or  Q B , R khy-
z on Cl e ve l a nd, c om pl e t e d 15 of  
27 pa s s e s  f or  154 ya r ds  w i t h 1 
t ouc hdow n pa s s .  Cor t e z  H a r r i s  
a nd J or da n R i nggol d pa c e d t he  
Cha r ge r s  w i t h 39 a nd 38 r us hi ng 
ya r ds  r e s pe c t i ve l y . 

By Tim Ward, 
Sports W riter

Quarterback Rkhyzon Cleveland Zaquan Moss scored two touchdowns
Asst. Principal Stacy Bailey holding the 
victory trophy

By Hamil R. Harris
TriceEdney W ire. com



A M i s s i s s i p p i  m a n  f r e e d  a f t e r  
nearly 23 years in prison fi led a 
l a w s u i t  Fr i d a y  a g a i n s t  t h e  d i s -
t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  w h o  p r o s e c u t e d  
h i m  s i x  t i m e s  i n  t h e  k i l l i n g s  o f  
f o u r  p e o p l e  a t  a  s m a l l - t o w n  f u r -
n i t u r e  s t o r e .

Cu r t i s  Fl o w e r s  w a s  r e l e a s e d  
i n  De c e m b e r  2 0 1 9 ,  a b o u t  s i x  
m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e  U . S.  Su p r e m e  
Co u r t  t o s s e d  o u t  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  
a n d  d e a t h  s e n t e n c e  f r o m  h i s  
s i x t h  t r i a l ,  w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  
2 0 1 0 .  J u s t i c e s  s a i d  p r o s e c u t o r s  
s h o w e d  a n  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p a t -
t e r n  o f  e x c l u d i n g  Af r i c a n  Am e r -
i c a n  j u r o r s  i n  t h e  t r i a l s  o f  Fl o w -
e r s ,  w h o  i s  b l a c k .

7Ke laZsuit fi led )riday also 
n a m e s  a s  d e f e n d a n t s  t h r e e  i n v e s -
t i g a t o r s  w h o  w o r k e d  w i t h  M o n t -
g o m e r y  Co u n t y  Di s t r i c t  At t o r -
n e y  Do u g  Ev a n s .  T h e  c o u n t y  i s  
n o t  n a m e d  a s  a  d e f e n d a n t .

T h e  s u i t  s a y s  Ev a n s  a n d  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t o r s  e n g a g e d  i n  m i s c o n -
d u c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  “ p r e s s u r i n g  w i t -
n e s s e s  t o  f a b r i c a t e  c l a i m s  a b o u t  
s e e i n g  M r .  Fl o w e r s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
l o c a t i o n s  o n  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  m u r -
d e r s ”  a n d  i g n o r i n g  o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  
s u s p e c t s .

T h e  As s o c i a t e d  P r e s s  l e f t  a  
p h o n e  m e s s a g e  f o r  Ev a n s  i n  h i s  
offi Fe )riday seeking a response 
t o  t h e  l a w s u i t .  T h e  c a l l  w a s  n o t  

i m m e d i a t e l y  r e t u r n e d .
T h e  l a w s u i t  d o e s  n o t  s a y  h o w  

m u c h  m o n e y  Fl o w e r s  i s  s e e k i n g ,  
l e a v i n g  t h a t  d e c i s i o n  t o  a  j u r y .

“ Cu r t i s  Fl o w e r s  n e v e r  s h o u l d  
h a v e  b e e n  c h a r g e d , ’ ’  o n e  o f  h i s  
a t t o r n e y s ,  R o b  M c Du f f  o f  t h e  
M i s s i s s i p p i  Ce n t e r  f o r  J u s t i c e ,  
s a i d  i n  a  n e w s  r e l e a s e  Fr i d a y .

M c Du f f  s a i d  t h e  k i l l i n g s  
“ w e r e  c l e a r l y  t h e  w o r k  o f  p r o f e s -
s i o n a l  c r i m i n a l s ”  a n d  Fl o w e r s ,  
w h o  w a s  2 6  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  h a d  n o  
c r i m i n a l  r e c o r d .

“ T h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  w a s  t a i n t e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  b y  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a -
t i o n  a n d  r e p e a t e d  m i s c o n d u c t , ”  
M c Du f f  s a i d .  “ T h i s  l a w s u i t  
s e e k s  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  f o r  t h a t  
m i s c o n d u c t . ’ ’

In  M a r c h ,  a  j u d g e  o r d e r e d  t h e  
s t a t e  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i  t o  p a y  Fl o w -
e r s  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  w r o n g f u l  i m -
p r i s o n m e n t  –  t h e  m a x i m u m  u n -
d e r  a  s t a t e  l a w  t h a t  a l l o w s  u p  t o  

$ 5 0 , 0 0 0  a  y e a r  f o r  1 0  y e a r s .  T h e  
d i d  n o t  p r e c l u d e  Fl o w e r s  f r o m  
s u i n g  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  a n d  
i n v e s t i g a t o r s ,  h i s  a t t o r n e y s  s a i d .

M i s s i s s i p p i  At t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  
Ly n n  Fi t c h  s a i d  i n  Se p t e m b e r  
2 0 2 0  t h a t  Fl o w e r s  w o u l d  n o t  
b e  t r i e d  a  s e v e n t h  t i m e  b e c a u s e  
p r o s e c u t o r s  n o  l o n g e r  h a d  c r e d -
i b l e  w i t n e s s e s  a n d  e v i d e n c e  w a s  
t o o  w e a k  f o r  a n o t h e r  t r i a l .  Fi t c h  
took offi Fe in -anuary 2020 and 
t o o k  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  c a s e  a f t e r  Ev -
a n s  s t e p p e d  a w a y  f r o m  i t .

Fo u r  p e o p l e  w e r e  s h o t  o n  
J u l y  1 6 ,  1 9 9 6 ,  i n  t h e  T a r d y  Fu r -
n i t u r e  s t o r e  i n  W i n o n a .  T h e y  
w e r e  o w n e r  B e r t h a  T a r d y ,  5 9 ,  
a n d  t h r e e  e m p l o y e e s :  4 5 - y e a r -
o l d  Ca r m e n  R i g b y ,  4 2 - y e a r - o l d  
R o b e r t  G o l d e n  a n d  1 6 - y e a r - o l d  
De r r i c k  “ B o b o ’ ’  St e w a r t .  T a r d y ,  
R i g b y  a n d  G o l d e n  d i e d  a t  t h e  
s c e n e ,  a n d  St e w a r t  d i e d  a b o u t  a  
w e e k  l a t e r .

R e l a t i v e s  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  v i c -
t i m s  h a v e  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e i r  b e l i e f  
t h a t  Fl o w e r s  i s  t h e  k i l l e r .  At t o r -
n e y s  f o r  Fl o w e r s  s a y  h e  i s  i n n o -
c e n t .

Fl o w e r s  w a s  c o n v i c t e d  f o u r  
t i m e s  i n  t h e  s l a y i n g s :  t w i c e  f o r  
i n d i v i d u a l  s l a y i n g s  a n d  t w i c e  f o r  
a l l  f o u r  k i l l i n g s .  T w o  o t h e r  t r i a l s  
i n v o l v i n g  a l l  f o u r  d e a t h s  e n d e d  
i n  m i s t r i a l s .  Ea c h  o f  h i s  c o n v i c -
t i o n s  w a s  o v e r t u r n e d .

T h e  2 0 1 9  Su p r e m e  Co u r t  r u l -

i n g  c a m e  a f t e r  Am e r i c a n  P u b l i c  
M e d i a ’ s  “ In  t h e  Da r k ’ ’  i n v e s -
t i g a t e d  t h e  c a s e .  T h e  p o d c a s t  
r e c o r d e d  j a i l h o u s e  i n f o r m a n t  
O d e l l  H a l l m o n  i n  2 0 1 7  a n d  2 0 1 8  
r e c a n t i n g  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  
Fl o w e r s  h a d  c o n f e s s e d  t o  h i m .  
H a l l m o n ’ s  s t o r y  o f  t h e  c o n f e s -
s i o n  h a d  b e e n  k e y  e v i d e n c e  i n  
l a t e r  t r i a l s ,  b u t  h e  t o l d  t h e  p o d -
c a s t  o n  a  c o n t r a b a n d  c e l l p h o n e  
f r o m  b e h i n d  b a r s  t h a t  h i s  s t o r y  
w a s  “ a  b u n c h  o f  f a n t a s i e s ,  a  
b u n c h  o f  l y i n g . ’ ’

T h e  p o d c a s t  a l s o  p r e s e n t e d  a n  
analysis fi nding a long Kistory of 
r a c i a l  b i a s  i n  j u r y  s e l e c t i o n  b y  
Ev a n s ,  a n d  f o u n d  e v i d e n c e  s u g -
g e s t i n g  a n o t h e r  m a n  m a y  h a v e  
c o m m i t t e d  t h e  c r i m e s .

Af t e r  t h e  J u n e  2 0 1 9  Su p r e m e  
Co u r t  r u l i n g ,  Fl o w e r s  w a s  m o v e d  
o f f  d e a t h  r o w  a t  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  
St a t e  P e n i t e n t i a r y  a t  P a r c h m a n  
a n d  t a k e n  t o  a  r e g i o n a l  j a i l .  H e  
r e m a i n e d  i n  c u s t o d y  b e c a u s e  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  m u r d e r  i n d i c t m e n t  w a s  
s t i l l  a c t i v e ,  a n d  a  j u d g e  r e l e a s e d  
h i m  o n  b a i l  t h a t  De c e m b e r .

W i n o n a  s i t s  n e a r  t h e  c r o s s -
r o a d s  o f  In t e r s t a t e  5 5 ,  t h e  m a j o r  
n o r t h - s o u t h  a r t e r y  i n  M i s s i s s i p -
p i ,  a n d  U . S.  H i g h w a y  8 2 ,  w h i c h  
r u n s  e a s t  t o  w e s t .  It  i s  a b o u t  a  
Kalf�Kour¶s driYe from tKe fl at�
l a n d s  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  De l t a .  
Am o n g  i t s  4 , 3 0 0  r e s i d e n t s ,  a b o u t  
5 4 %  a r e  b l a c k  a n d  4 1 %  a r e  w h i t e .

M i s s i s s i p p i  At t o r n e y  G e n e r -
a l  Ly n n  Fi t c h  s e n t  s t a t e  “ b o d y -
g u a r d s ’ ’  t o  i n t i m i d a t e  h e r  s t e p -
m o t h e r  d u r i n g  a n  o n g o i n g  l e g a l  
f e u d  o v e r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  a t t o r -
n e y  g e n e r a l ’ s  8 8 - y e a r - o l d  f a t h e r  
a n d  f a m i l y  a s s e t s ,  a n  a t t o r n e y  
f o r  h e r  s t e p m o t h e r  s a y s .

Fi t c h ’ s  s t e p m o t h e r ,  Al e i t a  
Fi t c h ,  c l a i m s  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n -
eral sent offi Fers unannounFed 
t o  h e r  h o m e ,  t h e  f a m i l y  f a r m  
a n d  t h e  h o s p i t a l  w h e r e  B i l l  
Fi t c h ,  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ’ s  
f a t h e r ,  w a s  b e i n g  t r e a t e d .  
7Key took money, fi rearms 
a n d  p e r s o n a l  b e l o n g i n g s  f r o m  
t h e  h o u s e  w i t h o u t  p e r m i s s i o n ,  
Al e i t a  Fi t c h  c l a i m s .

R a y  H i l l ,  Al e i t a  Fi t c h ’ s  a t -
t o r n e y ,  t o l d  T h e  As s o c i a t e d  
P r e s s  t h a t  h e  d o e s n ’ t  k n o w  i f  
t h e  b o d y g u a r d s  w e r e  h i g h w a y  
p a t r o l m e n ,  b u t  i t ’ s  a  c l e a r  a b u s e  
o f  p o w e r  i f  t h e y  w e r e .

“ I t h i n k  Ly n n ’ s  p r o b a b l y  a l -
l o w e d  t o  h a v e  t h e s e  g u y s  w i t h  
h e r  w h e n  s h e  g o e s  p l a c e s , ’ ’  H i l l  
s a i d  T h u r s d a y .  “ B u t  I t h i n k  e v -
e r y b o d y  w i l l  a g r e e  s h e ’ s  n o t  a l -
l o w e d  t o  u s e  t h e m  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  
h e r  o w n  p e r s o n a l  b u s i n e s s . ’ ’

M i c h e l l e  W i l l i a m s ,  Fi t c h ’ s  
c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ,  d e c l i n e d  t o  c o m -
m e n t .

“ W e  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  a  p r i v a t e  
m a t t e r  b e t w e e n  t w o  p r i v a t e  
p a r t i e s  a n d  w e ’ r e  g o i n g  t o  l e t  
t h e  c o u r t s  d e c i d e , ’ ’  s h e  s a i d .

De p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  Sa f e t y  
spokesman said offi Fials Zere 
b u s y  w i t h  h u r r i c a n e  r e l i e f ,  b u t  
w o u l d  l o o k  i n t o  w h e t h e r  s h e  
used patrol offi Fers for personal 
b u s i n e s s .

Ac c o r d i n g  t o  M a r s h a l l  
Co u n t y  Ch a n c e r y  Co u r t  r e -
c o r d s ,  t h e  l e g a l  b a t t l e  b e t w e e n  
Al e i t a  Fi t c h  a n d  Ly n n  Fi t c h  
b e g a n  Ap r i l  1 ,  a f t e r  t h e  a t t o r -
n e y  g e n e r a l  m o v e d  h e r  f a t h e r  
f r o m  a n  O x f o r d  h o s p i t a l  i n  
l a t e  M a r c h  w i t h o u t  h i s  w i f e ’ s  
p e r m i s s i o n  t o  a n o t h e r  h o s p i t a l  
Eefore fi nally transferring Kim 
t o  a  n u r s i n g  h o m e .  Al e i t a  w a s  
n o t  a b l e  t o  v i s i t  h e r  h u s b a n d  f o r  
7 8  d a y s  a n d  d i d n ’ t  k n o w  w h e r e  
h e  w a s .

“ It  h a s  c r u s h e d  h e r , ’ ’  H i l l  
s a i d .

Ly n n  Fi t c h  s a i d  i n  c o u r t  d o c -
u m e n t s  t h a t  s h e  d i d  n o t  w a n t  
h e r  s t e p m o t h e r  k n o w i n g  w h e r e  
B i l l  Fi t c h  w a s  b e i n g  t r e a t e d  b e -
c a u s e  Al e i t a  Fi t c h  i s  e m o t i o n -
a l l y  a n d  v e r b a l l y  a b u s i v e .

J o h n  M a y o ,  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n -
e r a l ’ s  l a w y e r ,  s a i d  t h e  d e c i s i o n  
w a s  m a d e  a f t e r  c o n s u l t i n g  h e r  
f a t h e r ’ s  p h y s i c i a n .  A h o s p i t a l  
staffer fi led a YulneraEle adult 
c o m p l a i n t  a g a i n s t  Al e i t a  a f -
t e r  v o i c i n g  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  h e r  
m i s t r e a t m e n t  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  
t h e  l a w y e r  s a i d .

W h e n  Ly n n  Fi t c h  v i s i t e d  h e r  
f a t h e r  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  “ h e  a p -

p e a r e d  c o n f u s e d ,  d e l i r i o u s  a n d  
m a l n o u r i s h e d ,  h a d  l i m i t e d  m o -
b i l i t y ,  a n d  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  u n a b l e  
t o  c a r e  f o r  h i m s e l f , ’ ’  t h e  a t t o r -
n e y  g e n e r a l ’ s  l a w y e r  w r o t e  i n  a  
c o u r t  d o c u m e n t .

Sh e  s a i d  Al e i t a  Fi t c h ,  8 0 ,  
f a i l e d  t o  t e l l  h e r  a n d  h e r  s i s t e r  
a b o u t  a  s t r o k e  a n d  h e a r t  a t t a c k  
t h e i r  f a t h e r  h a d  i n  J a n u a r y .  B i l l  
Fi t c h  a l s o  w a s  d i a g n o s e d  w i t h  
d e m e n t i a ,  a n d  t h a t  w a s  n o t  d i s -
c l o s e d  t o  h i s  d a u g h t e r s .

Ly n n  Fi t c h  s a i d  t h a t  s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  h e r  f a t h e r ’ s  s t r o k e  a n d  
h e a r t  a t t a c k ,  Al e i t a  Fi t c h  “ h a d  
B i l l  ‘ s i g n ’  a  r e v o c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  
p r e - n u p t i a l  a g r e e m e n t . ’ ’

B i l l  Fi t c h  h a d  s i g n e d  p a p e r s  
i n  Se p t e m b e r  2 0 2 0  g r a n t i n g  
Ly n n  Fi t c h  l e g a l  a u t h o r i t y  t o  
make KealtK Fare and fi nanFial 
d e c i s i o n s  f o r  h i m .

Al e i t a  a l l e g e s  t h a t  Ly n n  
Fi t c h  s h o w e d  u p  t o  g e t  B i l l  w i t h  
state laZ offi Fers and FoerFed 
h i m  i n t o  s i g n i n g  a n  a d v a n c e d  
h e a l t h c a r e  d i r e c t i v e  a n d  d u -
r a b l e  p o w e r  o f  a t t o r n e y .  La t e r  
t h a t  m o n t h ,  B i l l  Fi n c h  r e v o k e d  
t h e  p o w e r  o f  a t t o r n e y  b u t  n o t  
t h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  d e c i s i o n - m a k -
i n g  a b i l i t y .

T h e  s t e p m o t h e r  s a y s  t h e  a t -
t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  a n d  p a t r o l m e n  
v i s i t e d  Al e i t a  Fi t c h ’ s  h o m e  a n d  
t o o k  a b o u t  $ 2 , 0 0 0  i n  c a s h ,  w e n t  
t h r o u g h  h e r  f a t h e r  a n d  s t e p -
m o t h e r ’ s  p e r s o n a l  b e l o n g i n g s  
and remoYed all fi rearms, Fourt 
r e c o r d s  a l l e g e .

Al e i t a  a l s o  s a y s  t h a t  Ly n n  
Fi t c h  h a s  b e e n  m a k i n g  b u s i -
n e s s  d e c i s i o n s  f o r  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  s h u t  
d o w n  o p e r a t i o n s  a t  Fi t c h  Fa r m s ,  
a  h u n t i n g  r e t r e a t  w h e r e  g u e s t s  
c a n  s t a y  i n  t h e  h o m e  o f  Co n -
federate general and tKe fi rst 
g r a n d  w i z a r d  o f  t h e  K u  K l u x  
K l a n ,  N a t h a n  B e d f o r d  Fo r r e s t .  
B i l l  Fi t c h  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  Fo r r e s t  
h o m e  i n  H e r n a n d o ,  m o v e d  i t  4 0  
m i l e s  ( 6 4  k i l o m e t e r s )  t o  Fi t c h  
Fa r m s  a n d  r e s t o r e d  i t .

Ly n n  Fi t c h  s a i d  i n  c o u r t  
d o c u m e n t s  s h e  d o e s n ’ t  s e e k  
sole Fontrol oYer Ker fatKer¶s fi �
n a n c e s  b u t  w a n t s  a  c o n s e r v a t o r  
a p p o i n t e d  t o  p r e v e n t  Al e i t a ’ s  
“ s q u a n d e r i n g  a n d  e n d a n g e r -
m e n t ’ ’  o f  h e r  f a t h e r ’ s  a s s e t s .  
Sh e  s a i d  h e r  s t e p m o t h e r  a l -
l o w e d  t h e  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  
c o v e r i n g  Fi t c h  Fa r m s  t o  l a p s e ,  
p r e v e n t i n g  f u r t h e r  h u n t i n g  e x -
c u r s i o n  b u s i n e s s .

H i l l  s a i d  a  Se p t .  9  c o u r t  h e a r -
i n g  c o u l d  d e t e r m i n e  w h o  w i l l  
a c t  a s  B i l l  Fi t c h ’ s  c o n s e r v a t o r .

L eah W i l l i ngham  i s  a co rp s  
m em b er f o r the A s s o ci ated  
P res s / R ep o rt f o r A m eri ca 
S tateho us e N ew s  I ni ti ati v e.  
R ep o rt f o r A m eri ca i s  a no n-
profi t national service program 
that p l aces  j o urnal i s ts  i n l o cal  
new s ro o m s  to  rep o rt o n und er-
co v ered  i s s ues .

Al l  M i s s i s s i p p i  c o u n t i e s  w e r e  
s u p p o s e d t o h a v e  t h e i r  c i r c u i t ,  
c h a n c e r y a n d c o u n t y c o u r t  r e -
c o r d s  o n l i ne  b y  J u l y  1 , b u t  o n l y 
a b o u t  h a l f  m e t  t h e  d e a d l i ne .

W i t h o u t  a n o n l i ne  s y s t e m , 
p e o p l e  w h o w a n t  t o r e a d c o u r t  
d o c u m e n t s  m u s t  t r a v e l  t o a  
c o u r t h o u s e , w h i c h c a n b e  c o s t l y 
a n d t i m e  c o n s u m i n g .

M i s s i s s i p p i  Su p r e m e  Co u r t  
Ch i e f  J u s t i c e  M i k e  R a n d o l p h 
t o l d  t h e  N or t h e a s t  M i s s i s s i p p i  
Da i l y J o u r n a l  t h a t  a  f u l l y e l e c -
t r o n i c  s y s t e m  w i l l  b e  a  m i l e -
s t o n e  f o r  o p e n g o v e r n m e n t  a n d 
w i l l  d e c r e a s e  t h e  c o s t  o f  l i t i g a -
t i o n .

` ` Fr om  a  t r a n s p a r e n c y s t a n d -
point, it¶s magnifi Fent,¶¶ 5an�
d o l p h s a i d . ` ` T h i s  c r e a t e s  o p p or -
t u n i t i e s  f or  p e o p l e  t o s e e  w h a t ’ s  
g o i n g o n i n t h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m  
t h a t ’ s  ne v e r  b e e n a v a i l a b l e  b e -
f o r e . ’ ’

A Da i l y J o u r n a l  a n a l y s i s  
f o u n d t h a t  4 0 o f  t h e  t h e  8 2 
c o u n t i e s  h a v e  f u l l y i n t e g r a t e d 
t h e i r  c o u r t s  i n t o t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  
El e c t r o n i c  Co u r t s  s y s t e m . T h i s  
m e a n s  t h e  r e m a i n i n g 4 2 c o u n -
t i e s  e i t h e r  h a v e  c o u r t s  w i t h p a r -
t i a l  or  n o e l e c t r o n i c  a c c e s s .

` ` It ’ s  a  d i s s e r v i c e  t o t h e  l i t i -
g a n t s  a n d t h e  p u b l i c  t o n o t  h a v e  
t h i s  s t a t e w i d e , ’ ’  R e p u b l i c a n 
s t a t e  R e p . T r e y La m a r  s a i d i n 

2 02 0 w h e n h e  s p o n s or e d t h e  b i l l  
r e q u i r i n g t h e  u n i f or m  e l e c t r o n i c  
s y s t e m .

R a n d o l p h s a i d w h e n h e  w a s  
m a d e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  J u l y 1 d e a d -
l i ne , h e  a s k e d t h e  e l e c t r o n i c  
c o u r t s  s y s t e m  d i r e c t or , N a t h a n 
Ev a n s , a b o u t  t h e  t i m e l i ne .

Ev a n s  t o l d R a n d o l p h t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  n o w a y t h e  s y s t e m  
c o u l d m e e t  t h e  d e a d l i ne  w i t h 
Furrent staffi ng leYels, Eut em�
p l o y e e s  w o u l d c o n t i n u e  t r y i n g 
b r i n g c o u r t s  o n t o t h e  e l e c t r o n i c  
s y s t e m  ` ` a s  f a s t  a s  p o s s i b l e . ’ ’

Ev a n s  e s t i m a t e d t h a t  t h e  e l e c -
t r o n i c  c o u r t s  s y s t e m  s t a f f  c a n 
i n t e g r a t e , o n a v e r a g e , a b o u t  1 . 4 
c o u r t s  i n t o t h e  e l e c t r o n i c  s y s t e m  

e a c h m o n t h , w i t h a  m a x i m u m  o f  
t w o c o u r t s  p e r  m o n t h .

R a n d o l p h , w h o h a s  b e e n c h i e f  
j u s t i c e  s i n c e  2 0 1 9 , s a i d t h a t  i f  
t h e  Le g i s l a t u r e  w o u l d a p p r o p r i -
a t e  e x t r a  m o ne y f or  m o r e  s y s t e m  
e m p l o y e e s , t h e n c o u r t s  c o u l d b e  
a d d e d m or e  q u i c k l y .

Ev a n s  e s t i m a t e d t h a t  a t  t h e  
c u r r e n t  r a t e , i t  w i l l  t a k e  a b o u t  
t h r e e  y e a r s  t o i n t e g r a t e  t h e  r e -
m a i n i n g c o u r t s  i n t o M i s s i s s i p p i  
El e c t r o n i c  Co u r t s  s y s t e m . If  t h e  
Le g i s l a t u r e  a p p r o p r i a t e s  a d d i -
t i o n a l  m o ne y f or  t h e  s y s t e m  a n d 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o u r t s  t o h i r e  
a n o t h e r  t e c h n i c i a n , t h a t  c o u l d 
b e  r e d u c e d t o a b o u t  t w o y e a r s , 
h e  s a i d .
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Freed from prison, 
Mississippi man sues 

district attorney

Stepmom: 
Mississippi 

AG used state 
bodyguards

in family feud

So m e  M i s s i s s i p p i  j u d g e s  a r e  
u r g i n g  p e o p l e  t o  f o l l o w  t h e i r  
e x a m p l e  a n d  g e t  v a c c i n a t e d  t o  
s l o w  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  CO V ID- 1 9  
–  a n  e f f o r t  a i m e d  a t  k e e p i n g  
c o u r t s  o p e n .

T h i r t e e n  j u d g e s  h a v e  m a d e  
m e s s a g e s  t o  a i r  o n  T V  a n d  r a -
d i o  s t a t i o n s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  n e w s  
r e l e a s e  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e  c o u r t  
s y s t e m .  T h e  e f f o r t  w a s  c o o r d i -
n a t e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  De p a r t m e n t  o f  
H e a l t h .

“ W e  n e e d  t h e  p u b l i c ’ s  h e l p  s o  
w e  c a n  s a f e l y  d o  o u r  j o b s .  W e  
n e e d  t h e  p u b l i c ’ s  h e l p  t o  p r o t e c t  
o u r  c o u r t  s y s t e m , ’ ’  M i s s i s s i p p i  
Su p r e m e  Co u r t  Ch i e f  J u s t i c e  
M i k e  R a n d o l p h  s a i d  i n  t h e  r e -
l e a s e .

R a n d o l p h  l a s t  w e e k  e x t e n d e d  
a  p a n d e m i c  s a f e t y  o r d e r  t h a t  h e  
o r i g i n a l l y  s e t  i n  e a r l y  Au g u s t .  It  
a l l o w s  j u d g e s  t o  p o s t p o n e  j u r y  
t r i a l s  t h r o u g h  O c t .  8 .  It  s a y s  
c o u r t s  m a y  c o n t i n u e  u s i n g  t e l e -
c o n f e r e n c e s ,  v i d e o  c o n f e r e n c e s  
and eleFtroniF fi ling. 7Key may 
a l s o  c o n t i n u e  u s i n g  i n t e r a c t i v e  
a u d i o v i s u a l  e q u i p m e n t  t o  c o n -
d u c t  r e m o t e  h e a r i n g s  f o r  p l e a s  
o r  s e n t e n c i n g  i n  f e l o n y  c a s e s  
a n d  f o r  h e a r i n g s  o n  p r o b a t i o n  
v i o l a t i o n s .

T h o s e  w h o  m a d e  t h e  h e a l t h  
a n n o u n c e m e n t s  a r e  Su p r e m e  
Co u r t  j u s t i c e s  Da w n  B e a m  a n d  
R o b e r t  Ch a m b e r l i n ;  Co u r t  o f  
Ap p e a l s  j u d g e s  T o n y  La w r e n c e  
a n d  De b o r a h  M c Do n a l d ;  c h a n -
c e r y  j u d g e s  V i n c e n t  Da v i s  o f  

Fa y e t t e ,  T i f f a n y  G r o v e  o f  R a y -
m o n d ,  J o s e p h  K i l g o r e  o f  P h i l a -
d e l p h i a ,  J a c q u e l i n e  M a s k  o f  
T u p e l o ,  B e n n i e  L.  R i c h a r d  o f  
G r e e n v i l l e  a n d  Ch a r l e s  E.  Sm i t h  
o f  M e r i d i a n ;  c i r c u i t  j u d g e s  K e l -
l y  Lu t h e r  o f  R i p l e y ,  St a n l e y  So -
r e y  o f  R a l e i g h ,  Ch a n c e l l o r ;  a n d  
H i n d s  Co u n t y  Co u r t  J u d g e  Ca r -
l y n  H i c k s  o f  J a c k s o n .

So r e y  s a i d  h i s  w i f e ,  Ly n n  
So r e y ;  h i s  s i s t e r - i n - l a w ;  a n d  a  
f r i e n d  a n d  f e l l o w  j u d g e  d i e d  o f  
CO V ID- 1 9 .

“ La s t  O c t o b e r ,  I l o s t  m y  w i f e  
o f  2 7  y e a r s  t o  CO V ID, ”  So r e y  
s a i d  i n  t h e  n e w s  r e l e a s e .  “ T h i s  
w a s  b e f o r e  t h e  v a c c i n e  w a s  
a v a i l a b l e . ’ ’

Ly n n  So r e y  w a s  t a k e n  b y  a m -
b u l a n c e  t o  a  h o s p i t a l  o n  La b o r  

Da y  2 0 2 0 .  Sh e  d i e d  O c t .  8 .  H e r  
s i s t e r ,  Li s a  H e a d r i c k  o f  R a l e i g h ,  
d i e d  Se p t .  1 2 .  Ci r c u i t  J u d g e  Ed -
d i e  H .  B o w e n  o f  R a l e i g h  d i e d  
Fe b .  7 .

Co u r t  o f  Ap p e a l s  J u d g e  De b o -
r a h  M c Do n a l d  s a i d  s h e  h a d  CO -
V ID- 1 9  i n  J u n e  2 0 2 0  a n d  q u a r -
a n t i n e d  a l o n e  i n  h e r  h o u s e  f o r  1 7  
d a y s .

“ T h a n k  G o d  I d i d n ’ t  h a v e  t o  
b e  h o s p i t a l i z e d , ’ ’  M c Do n a l d  
s a i d .

G r o v e  s a i d  c h a n c e r y  c o u r t s  
“ t o u c h  s o m e  o f  t h e  h a r d e s t  t i m e s  
t h a t  a  f a m i l y  w i l l  t o  t h r o u g h , ”  
i n c l u d i n g  d i v o r c e s  a n d  c h i l d  
c u s t o d y  c a s e s .  Sh e  s a i d  a  r e c e n t  
g u a r d i a n s h i p  c l i n i c  h a d  t h r e e  
f a m i l i e s  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  w h o s e  
o n l y  p a r e n t  h a d  d i e d  o f  CO V ID.

Mississippi judges promote 
vaccination against COVID-19

By Leah Willingham
Associated Press/ R eport f or America

The Associated Press

Mississippi courts moving 
slowly to online records

Fitch

Flowers

Mississippi Link Newswire

By Emily Wagster Pettus
Associated Press
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)or tKe fi rst time sinFe 0arFK 
2020, millions of students, pre�
kindergarten to KigK sFKool 
seniors, Zill Ee attending in�
person Flasses. Aside from at�
tending Flass, tKey Zill Ee also 
partiFipating in extraFurriFular 
aFtiYities, like sports, musiF 
and FluEs. Parents KaYe many 
FonFerns and Tuestions. 

+oZard UniYersity 1eZs 
6erYiFe reaFKed out to fi Ye pKy�
siFians for ansZers, 'r. +adie 
6Kariat, pediatriFian, +oZard 
UniYersity +ospital� 'r. .atK�
erine +ager, ,nfeFtious 'isease 
)elloZ, +oZard UniYersity 
+ospital� 'r. &atKerine 0ar�
sKall, pediatriFian at %alEoa 
PediatriFs� 'r. Andrea *oings, 
pediatriFian, %aEy 'oF +ouse 
&alls, and 'r. 6taFey Eadie, 
pediatriFian at Ker oZn priYate 
praFtiFe, Peds in a Pod.

Sh o u l d  I  g e t  m y  c h i l d  v a c -
c i n a t e d ?

7Ke unanimous opinion 
among our doFtors Zas if your 
FKild Fan get YaFFinated, tKey 
sKould. 7Ke only tKing tKat Kas 
proYen to Ee effeFtiYe so far in 
fi gKting &O9,'�1� is tKe YaF�
Fine, tKey said. :Kile a tiny 
fraFtion of people Kas died from 
tKe YaFFine, more tKan 600,000 
KaYe died from tKe disease. 
&Kildren under tKe age of 12 
Fannot Ee YaFFinated, tKougK 
pKarmaFeutiFal Fompanies are 
Zorking on a YaFFine for tKem.

Wh a t  i f  m y  c h i l d  i s  t o o  
y o u n g  f o r  t h e  v a c c i n e ?

,n tKis Fase, tKe doFtors ad�
Yise, your FKild sKould stay 
aZay from unYaFFinated adults, 
stay aZay from FroZded indoor 
plaFes, alZays Zear a mask and 
keep praFtiFing soFial distanF�
ing and good Kygiene. Also al�
Zays rememEer to keep up ZitK 
your loFal safety guidelines. 
*uidelines and preYalenFe 
of ForonaYirus are different 
in different Fities and states. 
5esidents may need to Ee more 
Fareful in some loFales.

Wh a t  k i n d  o f  m a s k  s h o u l d  
m y  c h i l d  w e a r  a n d  h o w  m a n y  
d o  t h e y  n e e d ?

7Ke readily aYailaEle Elue 
and ZKite surgiFal masks are 
tKe Eest option for students of 

all ages. 7Key Zill proteFt your 
FKild if tKey are Zearing tKem 
properly. 7Ke mask sKould FoY�
er tKeir nose and tKeir moutK. ,f 
tKe mask falls to tKe ground or 
gets Zet eitKer Ey sneezing into 
it or from Zater, tKey sKould 
Ee disFarded, and a neZ mask 
put in plaFe. <ounger FKildren 
sKould Farry aEout a Kalf a doz�
en surgiFal masks ZitK tKem a 
day.

6tudents in grades ��12 
sKould not need to FKange tKeirs 
as often. 7Key may only need to 
KaYe aEout tKree. )or older FKil�
dren douEling up Ey Zearing a 
surgiFal mask and a FlotK mask 
on top tKrougKout tKeir sFKool 
day is tKe Eest option.

,f your FKild is most Fomfort�
aEle Zearing only a FlotK mask, 

tKat is fi ne, Eut rememEer it 
needs to Ee Fleaned daily, neYer 
Zait more tKan a day to Flean or 
rotate your FKild¶s FlotK mask. 
1��5 masks are said to Ee tKe 
Eest option, Eut only if tKey 
KaYe Eeen fi t tested Ey a doFtor 
to a FKild¶s faFe. &Kildren ZitK 
disaEilities ZKo are not aEle 
to Zear a mask all day sKould 
Zear a sKield.

Wh a t  s h o u l d  b e  o n  m y  
b a c k - t o - s c h o o l  s h o p p i n g  l i s t ?

<ou sKould Euy eYerytKing 
tKat you Zould already get Eut 
more. 0ake sure your FKild Kas 
more tKan enougK supplies, so 
tKey Zon¶t need to ask tKeir 
Flassmates to sKare. <oung 
FKildren like to FKeZ on tKeir 
pens and sKaring tKose supplies 
Fould inFrease tKe spread of 

germs. Aside from masks, you 
may Zant to add neZ items like 
Kand sanitizer and disinfeFtant 
Zipes.

Wh a t  a r e  s o m e  s c h o o l  h a b -
i t s  m y  c h i l d  n e e d s  t o  b r e a k  
a n d  n e w  o n e s  t h e y  s h o u l d  i n -
c l u d e ?

7Ke numEer one KaEit tKat 
FKildren of all ages need to 
Ereak is sKaring. 7Key sKould 
not sKare toys, sFKool supplies, 
food, drinks or anytKing else. 
,t Zon¶t Ee easy to get young 
FKildren to unlearn ³sKaring is 
Faring,́  Eut it is Yery important 
tKat tKey try tKeir Eest.

OtKer KaEits tKat students 
need to Ereak is any unneF�
essary touFKing. +ugging or 
kissing otKer students is a no�
no. 6tudents KaYe Eeen aZay 
from tKeir friends for a Yery 
long time, and tKey may Zant 
to sKoZ pKysiFal affeFtion to�
Zards eaFK otKer ZKen tKey 
reunite Eut it is Yery important 
tKat tKey don¶t as muFK as pos�
siEle.

7Key sKould also use dis�
infeFtant Zipes to Flean tKeir 
desks EetZeen Flasses and tKe 
Kandles and loFks to tKeir loFk�
ers. )inally, most sFKools do not 
KaYe automatiF sinks or dry�
ers. 6o, students sKould Fon�
sider using paper toZels to turn 
Kandles off and on and opening 
doors after ZasKing tKeir Kands 
for at least 20 seFonds.

Ar e  t h e r e  w a r n i n g  s i g n s  
t h a t  m y  c h i l d  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  

e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  c o r o n a v i r u s ?
&Kildren, espeFially younger 

FKildren, seem to alZays KaYe 
a sniffl e or runny nose. +oZ�
eYer, in today¶s Flimate, it¶s 
Eetter to Ee safe tKan sorry. EY�
ery day after you FKild Fomes 
Kome, spend tZo minutes ZitK 
your FKild and let tKem tell you 
aEout tKeir day ZitKout asking 
any speFifi F Tuestions. ,n tKat 
time, tKey may tell you if tKey 
sKared toys or snaFks ZitK any�
one tKat tKey sKouldn¶t KaYe.

,f your FKild is KaYing a 
FougK or runny nose, yes it 
Fould Ee allergies or a Fommon 
Fold, Eut do not risk tKe safety 
of your family and otKers. .eep 
your FKildren Kome and Tuar�
antine tKem until tKey Fan take 
a &O9,'�1� test at a mediFal 
faFility, not an at Kome rapid 
test.

A tZo�year old may get siFk 
and KaYe Must a runny nose or 
sore tKroat from tKe disease, 
Eut if tKey infeFt tKeir grand�
motKer, for example, sKe Fould 
end up in tKe Kospital on a Yen�
tilator.

Ar e  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i -
t i e s  o k a y  f o r  m y  c h i l d  t o  p a r -
t i c i p a t e  i n ?

7Kere is notKing Zrong ZitK 
your FKild returning to tKeir 
extraFurriFular aFtiYities, Must 
as long as tKese aFtiYities are 
superYised and are folloZing 
all &enter for 'isease &ontrol 
and PreYention and loFal KealtK 
guidelines.

Things parents should know 
sending their kids back to school
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T h e  CO V ID- 1 9  p a n d e m i c  
t o o k  i t s  t o l l  o n  l i v e s  i n  m o r e  
w a y s  t h a n  m a n y  r e a l i z e .  Fo r  
e x a m p l e ,  i t  m e a n t  t o o  m a n y  
Am e r i c a n s  n e g l e c t e d  g e t t i n g  
t h e  r e g u l a r  h e a l t h  t e s t i n g  –  p a r -
t i c u l a r l y  c a n c e r  s c r e e n i n g  –  
t h e y  s h o u l d .

Ac c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  J o urnal  o f  
the A m eri can M ed i cal  A s s o -
ci ati o n ,  a n  e s t i m a t e d  4 1 %  o f  
U . S.  a d u l t s  r e p o r t e d  f o r g o i n g  
m e d i c a l  c a r e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p a n -
d e m i c .  If  y o u  o r  s o m e o n e  y o u  
c a r e  a b o u t  i s  a m o n g  t h e m ,  n o w  
m a y  b e  a  g o o d  t i m e  t o  s c h e d u l e  
a  d o c t o r ’ s  a p p o i n t m e n t .  M e m -
b e r s  o f  t h e  m e d i c a l  c o m m u n i t y  
f e a r  t h a t  i n  a  f e w  y e a r s ,  a l l  t o o  
m a n y  m e n  w i l l  b e  d i a g n o s e d  
w i t h  l a t e r - s t a g e ,  l e s s - t r e a t a b l e  
p r o s t a t e  c a n c e r .

As  i t  i s ,  t h e  Am e r i c a n  Ca n -
c e r  So c i e t y ,  r e p o r t s  a b o u t  o n e  
i n  e i g h t  Am e r i c a n  m e n  w i l l  
b e  d i a g n o s e d  w i t h  p r o s t a t e  
c a n c e r .  Fo r t u n a t e l y ,  i t  c a n  b e  
t r e a t e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
i f  c a u g h t  e a r l y .  If  y o u ’ r e  5 0  
o r  o l d e r  o r  h a v e  a  f a m i l y  h i s -
t o r y  o f  p r o s t a t e  c a n c e r ,  s p e a k  
t o  y o u r  d o c t o r  a b o u t  s c r e e n i n g .

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  P r o s t a t e  

Ca n c e r
T h e r e  a r e  f o u r  s t a g e s  o f  p r o s -

t a t e  c a n c e r .  St a g e  o n e  i s  d i a g -
nosed Yery early and Fonfi ned 
t o  t h e  p r o s t a t e .  At  t h i s  s t a g e ,  
t h e  p a t i e n t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  
a n y  s y m p t o m s  a n d  m a y  n o t  
n e e d  t r e a t m e n t  b e y o n d  r e g u l a r  
folloZ�up tests ± and tKe fi Ye�
y e a r  r e l a t i v e  s u r v i v a l  r a t e  i s  a l -

m o s t  1 0 0  p e r c e n t .
So m e  An s w e r s
T e s t i n g :  P r o s t a t e  c a n c e r  c a n  

b e  d i a g n o s e d  w i t h  a  s i m p l e  
b l o o d  t e s t ,  t h e  P SA,  w h i c h  
c h e c k s  t h e  l e v e l  o f  p r o s t a t e -
speFifi F antigen in your Elood.

In  t h e  p a s t ,  t h e r e  w a s  c o n t r o -
v e r s y  a b o u t  w h e t h e r  h a v i n g  a  
p r o s t a t e  c a n c e r  s c r e e n i n g  d o n e  

Zas Eenefi Fial or if it produFed 
m o r e  h a r m f u l  e f f e c t s  d u e  t o  
c o m p l i c a t i o n s  f r o m  o v e r - t e s t -
i n g .  P SA t e s t i n g  w a s  t h e  b e s t  
t h i n g  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .

N o w  t h e r e  a r e  t o o l s  t h a t  p r o -
v i d e  m u c h  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
g i v i n g  p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  a b o u t  
t h e  a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  c a n -
c e r  a n d  d a t a  t o  h e l p  u r o l o g i s t s  

s a f e l y  m a n a g e  t h e i r  p a t i e n t s ’  
d i s e a s e .  T h i s  l e t s  u r o l o g i s t s  
k e e p  m o r e  p a t i e n t s  o n  a c t i v e  
s u r v e i l l a n c e  r e g i m e n s  a n d  p u t  
o f f  m o r e  a g g r e s s i v e  t r e a t m e n t .  

U s i n g  t e s t s  s u c h  a s  t h e  G l e a -
s o n  g r a d e  s c o r e ,  o v e r a l l  p a t i e n t  
h e a l t h  a n d  r i s k  f a c t o r s  –  a g e ,  
r a c e ,  e t h n i c i t y ,  f a m i l y  h i s t o r y  
a n d  e x p o s u r e  t o  Ag e n t  O r a n g e  
–  d o c t o r s  c a n  d e t e r m i n e  w i t h  
Fonfi denFe KoZ aggressiYe tKe 
c a n c e r  i s  a n d  w h i c h  p a t i e n t s  
w i l l  d o  w e l l  o n  a c t i v e  s u r v e i l -
l a n c e .  T h e y ’ l l  a l s o  k n o w  w h i c h  
t h e r a p y  o p t i o n s  w i l l  b e  t h e  o p -
t i m a l  f o r  t h e  p a t i e n t .

M a k i n g  i t  e a s i e r  f o r  d o c t o r s  
a n d  t h e i r  p a t i e n t s  t o  d o  t h i s  
t e s t i n g  i s  t h e  f u l l  r a n g e  o f  d i a g -
n o s t i c  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  s u p p l i e s  
a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  t r u s t e d  
a d v i s o r s  a t  H e n r y  Sc h e i n  M e d -
i c a l ,  a  p r o v i d e r  o f  m e d i c a l  a n d  
s u r g i c a l  s u p p l i e s  t o  h e a l t h c a r e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s .

T r e a t m e n t s
T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  w a y s  t o  t r e a t  

p r o s t a t e  c a n c e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  h o r -
m o n e  t h e r a p y ,  s u r g e r y ,  c h e m o -
t h e r a p y ,  r a d i a t i o n  a n d  c r y o a b -
l a t i o n .  T h e  n e w e s t  i n n o v a t i o n  
i s  i m m u n o t h e r a p y ,  w h i c h  u s e s  
y o u r  o w n  i m m u n e  s y s t e m  t o  

i d e n t i f y ,  t a r g e t  a n d  d e s t r o y  t h e  
c a n c e r  c e l l s  w i t h o u t  h a r m i n g  
t h e  b o d y ’ s  o w n  “ g o o d  c e l l s . ”  
Y o u r  d o c t o r  c a n  h e l p  y o u  d e -
c i d e  w h a t ’ s  b e s t  f o r  y o u .

It ’ s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e m e m -
b e r  y o u  h a v e  t h e  m o s t  o p t i o n s  
a v a i l a b l e  w h e n  p r o s t a t e  c a n c e r  
i s  d i a g n o s e d  e a r l y  a n d  i n  t h e  
m o s t  t r e a t a b l e  s t a g e .

P a y i n g
M a n y  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c i e s  w i l l  

p a y  f o r  d i a g n o s t i c  t e s t s  a n d  i n  
s o m e  p l a c e s ,  s u c h  a s  N e w  Y o r k  
St a t e ,  t h e r e ’ s  n o  c o - p a y  o r  c o -
i n s u r a n c e  c o s t  s h a r i n g  r e s p o n -
s i b i l i t y  f o r  d i a g n o s t i c  p r o s t a t e  
c a n c e r  s c r e e n i n g s  ( w i t h  s u c h  
p o l i c i e s ) .  T h i s  p u t s  P SAs  o n  t h e  
s a m e  l e v e l  a s  m a m m o g r a m s ,  
t h a n k s  t o  e f f o r t s  o f  a d v o c a t e s  
a n d  d o c t o r s  s u c h  a s  t h o s e  a t  
Ad v a n c e d  U r o l o g y  Ce n t e r s  o f  
N e w  Y o r k ,  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  
u r o l o g y  g r o u p  p r a c t i c e s  i n  t h e  
c o u n t r y .

Fo r f urther f acts ,  v i s i t the 
A m eri can C ancer S o ci ety  at 
w w w . cancer. o rg and  I ntegrated  
M ed i cal  Fo und ati o n ( I M F)  at 
http s : / / i m f cares . o rg/ .  I M F p ro -
v i d es  f ree s creeni ngs ,  ed uca-
ti o n and  s up p o rt s erv i ces .
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T h e  W o r l d  H e a l t h  O r g a n i z a -
t i o n  ( W H O )  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  i t  
i s  m o n i t o r i n g  a  n e w  c o r o n a v i -
r u s  v a r i a n t  c a l l e d  “ M u , ”  a  s t r a i n  
tKat fi rst surfaFed in &olomEia 
e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r .

“ M u  i s  a  v a r i a n t  o f  i n t e r e s t , ”  
t h e  W H O  n o t e d  i n  a  n e w s  r e -
l e a s e .

T h e  v a r i a n t  c o n t a i n s  m u t a -
t i o n s  t h a t  i n d i c a t e  a  r i s k  o f  r e -
s i s t a n c e  t o  CO V ID- 1 9  v a c c i n e s ,  
KealtK offi Fials determined.

“ T h e  M u  v a r i a n t  h a s  a  c o n -
s t e l l a t i o n  o f  m u t a t i o n s  t h a t  i n -
d i c a t e  p o t e n t i a l  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  
immune esFape,´ :+O offi �
c i a l s  s t a t e d .

N e a r l y  2 1 9  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  
g l o b a l l y  h a d  c o n t r a c t e d  t h e  
n o v e l  c o r o n a v i r u s  s i n c e  M a r c h  
2020, ZKen offi Fials offi Fially 
d e c l a r e d  a  p a n d e m i c .

O v e r  4 . 5  m i l l i o n  h a v e  d i e d ,  
i n c l u d i n g  m o r e  t h a n  6 5 7 , 0 0 0  
i n  t h e  U n i t e d  St a t e s ,  w h e r e  t h e  

d i s e a s e  h a s  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  
a t t a c k e d  Af r i c a n  Am e r i c a n s  
a n d  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  c o l o r .

+ealtK offi Fials KaYe identi�
fi ed tKe 'elta Yariant ± and tKe 
n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  t h a t  r e m a i n  
u n v a c c i n a t e d  –  a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  
r e a s o n s  t h a t  m o r e  t h a n  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  
p e o p l e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  St a t e s  a r e  
c u r r e n t l y  h o s p i t a l i z e d  –  t h e  
l a r g e s t  n u m b e r  s i n c e  t h e  b e g i n -
n i n g  o f  t h e  y e a r .

T h e  De p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  
a n d  H u m a n  Se r v i c e s  r e v e a l e d  
t h a t  3 0  p e r c e n t  o f  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  
b e d s  i n  h o s p i t a l s  a r o u n d  t h e  
c o u n t r y  h o l d  CO V ID- 1 9  p a -
tients, and tKey point tKe fi nger 
l a r g e l y  a t  h o w  t h e  De l t a  v a r i a n t  
h a s  r a p i d l y  s p r e a d  t h r o u g h  t h e  
e x t e n s i v e  u n v a c c i n a t e d  p o p u l a -
t i o n .

J u s t  u n d e r  5 2  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  
U . S.  p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  f u l l  v a c -
c i n a t i o n ,  w h i l e  6 1  p e r c e n t  r e -
c e i v e d  a t  l e a s t  o n e  d o s e .

V i r u s  r a t e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  s p i k e  
a r o u n d  t h e  g l o b e ,  a n d  t h e  

W H O  h a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  
M u  s t r a i n  c o u l d  m a k e  m a t t e r s  
w o r s e .

M u  j o i n s  t h e  l i s t  o f  f o u r  v a r i -
a n t s  o f  c o n c e r n  n a m e d  b y  t h e  
W H O .

T h e  l i s t  i n c l u d e s  Al p h a ,  
La m b d a  a n d  De l t a .  Ea c h  i s  
p r e s e n t  i n  a t  l e a s t  1 7 0  c o u n t r i e s .

T h e  U . S.  Ce n t e r s  f o r  Di s e a s e  
Co n t r o l  a n d  P r e v e n t i o n  d o e s n ’ t  
l i s t  M u  a s  a  v a r i a n t  o f  i n t e r e s t  
o r  a  v a r i a n t  o f  c o n c e r n .

B a r r o n s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Eu -
r o p e a n  Ce n t e r  f o r  Di s e a s e  P r e -
v e n t i o n  a n d  Co n t r o l  ( ECDC)  
h a s  p r e v i o u s l y  l i s t e d  M u  a s  a  
v a r i a n t  o f  i n t e r e s t .

T h e  ECDC r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  m u t a t i o n s  
i n  t h e  M u  v a r i a n t  n o w  i m p a c t  
t r a n s m i s s i b i l i t y  a n d  i m m u n i t y .

“ W H O  w i l l  c l o s e l y  f o l l o w  
t h e  e p i d e m i o l o g i c a l  e v o l u t i o n  
o f  t h i s  v a r i a n t ,  a l o n g  w i t h  s t u d -
i e s  o n  i t s  i m p a c t , ”  t h e  a g e n c y  
n o t e d .

A f a l l  c a n r e s ul t  i n unw a nt e d 
out c om e s , i nc l udi ng i nj ur y , 
l os s  of  i nde pe nde nc e , a nd a  de -
c r e a s e d a bi l i t y t o d o t he  t hi ngs  
t ha t  a r e  m os t  i m por t a nt  t o you 
or  a  l ove d one .

Ea c h ye a r , 3 m i l l i on ol de r  
a dul t s  a r e  t r e a t e d i n  e m e r ge nc y 
de pa r t m e nt s  f or  f a l l  i nj ur i e s . 
Eve n f a l l s  t ha t  don ’ t  l e a d t o i n-
j ur y c a n pr ovoke  a  f e a r  of  f a l l -
i ng t ha t  c a us e s  you  t o a voi d t he  
a c t i vi t i e s  t ha t  ke e p you he a l t hy , 
s t r ong, a nd ul t i m a t e l y l e s s  
l i ke l y t o f a l l . W hi l e  f a l l s  a r e  
da nge r ous , t he  good ne w s  i s  
t ha t  e xpe r t s  s a y t he y’ r e  l a r ge l y 
pr e ve nt a bl e .

“ W hi l e  m a ny f a c t or s  c a n 
c ont r i but e  t o our  c ha nc e s  of  
f a l l i ng a s  w e  ge t  ol de r , f a l l i ng 
i s  not  a  nor m a l  pa r t  of  a gi ng,”  
s a ys  phys i c a l  t h e r a pi s t  a nd 
Am e r i c a n P hys i c a l  T he r a py 
As s oc i a t i on s poke s pe r s on G r e g 
H a r t l e y , P T , DP T . “ W or ki ng 
w i t h a  phys i c a l  t he r a pi s t  c a n 
e m pow e r  you or  a  l ove d one  t o 
r e ga i n ba l a nc e  a nd s t r e ngt h.”

T he  Am e r i c a n P h ys i c a l  T he r -
a py As s oc i a t i on of f e r s  t he  f ol -
l ow i ng t i ps  t o he l p you r e duc e  
your  r i s k of  f a l l i ng:

1. G e t  m ovi n g.  For  ol de r  
a dul t s , phys i c a l  a c t i vi t y r e duc -
e s  t he  r i s k of  f a l l i ng a nd f a l l -
r e l a t e d i nj ur i e s . St a y a c t i ve  t o 
maintain tKe strengtK, fl exiEil�
i t y , c oor di na t i on, a nd ba l a nc e  
ne e de d t o pr e ve nt  f a l l s . Fr om  
s w i m m i ng t o yo ga  t o w a l ki ng, 
t a ke  pa r t  i n a  va r i e t y of  phys i -
c a l  a c t i vi t i e s  t ha t  you e nj oy . 
T a l k t o your  phys i c a l  t he r a pi s t  
t o de t e r m i ne  w hi c h a c t i vi t i e s  
a r e  s a f e  f or  you.

2. K n ow  you r  r i s k s .  A phy s i -
c a l  t he r a pi s t  c a n he l p you a s s e s s  

your  r i s k f a c t or s  a nd de ve l op a  
pl a n t o a ddr e s s  t he m  s o you c a n 
r e m a i n i nde pe nde nt . T e l l  your  
doc t or  or  phys i c a l  t he r a pi s t  i f  
you ha ve  a ny di z z i ne s s , l os s  of  
ba l a nc e , or  t r oubl e  s e e i ng. B e  
s ur e  t o t e l l  t he m  w he t he r  you 
f e l l  i n t he  l a s t  ye a r .

3. Ch e c k  you r  m e d i c at i on s . 
M a ny dr ugs  c a n c a us e  di z z i -
ne s s , l os s  of  ba l a nc e , bl ur r y 
vi s i on, a nd m or e . If  you ha ve  
a ny of  t he s e  s ym pt om s , r e vi e w  
your  m e d i c a t i ons  w i t h your  
pha r m a c i s t  or  doc t or .

4. As s e s s  you r  h om e ’ s  s af e -
t y . Assess your Kome to fi x or 
r e m ove  a nyt hi n g t ha t  c oul d 
c a us e  t r i ps  or  s l i ps , s uc h a s  
t hr ow  r ugs , c l ut t e r , poor  l i ght -
i ng, a nd w obbl y f ur ni t ur e  or  
ha ndr a i l s . It ’ s  a l s o a  good i de a  
t o i ns t a l l  a  s e c ur e  gr a b ba r  i n 
t he  s how e r  a nd ne xt  t o t he  t oi l e t  
f or  s t ur dy s uppor t  on s l i ppe r y 
fl oors. ,f you Fan¶t make tKese 
s a f e t y i m pr ove m e nt s  your s e l f , 
a s k a  f r i e nd or  f a m i l y m e m be r  
t o he l p. Che c k w i t h your  doc -
t or , phys i c a l  t he r a pi s t , or  a r e a  
a ge nc y on a gi ng f or  l oc a l  pr o-
gr a m s  t ha t  of f e r  hom e  s a f e t y 
a s s e s s m e nt s .

5. Wor k  w i t h  a p h ys i c al  

t h e r ap i s t .  P hys i c a l  t he r a py 
( w i t h e xe r c i s e )  f oc us e d on ba l -
a nc e , s t a bi l i t y , a nd t he  a bi l i t y 
t o pe r f or m  c om m on t a s ks  i s  
r e c om m e nde d a nd c a n pr e ve nt  
f a l l s , a c c or di ng t o t he  U .S . P r e -
ve nt i ve  Se r vi c e s  T a s k For c e . 
P hys i c a l  t he r a pi s t s  a r e  a bl e  t o 
Kelp you aYoid a fall in tKe fi rst 
pl a c e , a s  t he y a r e  m ove m e nt  
e xpe r t s  w ho c a n w or k w i t h you 
t o a s s e s s  your  f a l l  r i s k f a c t or s  
a nd de ve l op a  p l a n t o a ddr e s s  
t he m . T he y w i l l  a dvi s e  you on 
m a ki ng your  hom e  s a f e r , e du-
c a t e  you a bout  m e di c a l  r i s k f a c -
t or s  l i nke d t o f a l l s , a nd de s i gn 
a  s a f e  ba l a nc e  t r a i ni n g pr ogr a m  
speFifi F to you.

W i t h t he  r i ght  r e s our c e s  a nd 
s uppor t , you c a n r e duc e  your  
r i s k o f  a  f a l l  a nd m a i nt a i n your  
qua l i t y of  l i f e .

T o l e a r n m or e  a bout  t he  
ha nds - on c a r e , pa t i e nt  e duc a -
t i on, a nd pr e s c r i be d m ove -
m e nt  t ha t  a  phys i c a l  t he r a pi s t  
c a n pr ovi de , vi s i t  Choos e P T .
c om , w he r e  you  c a n c ont a c t  a  
phys i c a l  t he r a pi s t  di r e c t l y f or  
a n e va l ua t i on.

7o fi nG a pK\sical tKerapist in 
y our  area, v i s i t C hoos eP T .c om /
Fi ndaP T .

New Coronavirus 
variant, a ‘concern’ 
for health offi cials

Reduce your risk
of falling by taking 
these simple steps

Time to return
to regular screening

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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“ W a r  
a t  H o m e ”  
s c r e a m e d  t h e  
h e a d l i n e s  o f  
n e w s p a p e r s  
a c r o s s  t h e  
U n i t e d  St a t e s  
2 0  y e a r s  a g o  

a s  t h e  c o u n t r y  r e e l e d  f r o m  
t h e  s h o c k  o f  t h e  Se p t e m b e r  1 1  
t e r r o r i s t  a t t a c k s .  T h e  p e a c e -
f u l n e s s  o f  t h a t  T u e s d a y  m o r n -
i n g  w a s  q u i c k l y  s h a t t e r e d  b y  
t h e  v i o l e n c e  a t  t h e  P e n t a g o n  
a n d  t h e  W o r l d  T r a d e  Ce n t e r .  

Li k e  s o  m a n y ,  I r e m e m b e r  
e x a c t l y  w h a t  I w a s  d o i n g  a t  
t h e  t i m e .  I w a s  t h e  n e w s  d i -
r e c t o r  a t  a  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  i n  
'allas and Kad Must fi nisKed 
m y  m o r n i n g  n e w s  r e p o r t  
w h e n  I w e n t  b a c k  t o  m y  o f -
fi Fe to FKeFk tKe neZsZire 
f o r  u p d a t e s .  ‘ P l a n e  c r a s h e s  
i n t o  W o r l d  T r a d e  Ce n t e r ”  w a s  
t h e  s i m p l e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  h a d  
p o p p e d  u p  o n  t h e  c o m p u t e r  

s c r e e n .
I t h o u g h t  t h a t  w a s  a  l i t t l e  

w e i r d  a n d  d i d  a  q u i c k  s e a r c h  
on tKe internet to fi nd out 
m o r e .  T h e r e  w a s n ’ t  m u c h  
p o s t e d  s i n c e  i t  h a d  j u s t  o c -
c u r r e d ,  s o  I m a d e  a  q u i c k  r e -
t u r n  t o  t h e  b r o a d c a s t  s t u d i o  
t o  l e t  t h e  s h o w  h o s t  k n o w .  H e  
looked FonFerned ZKen , fi rst 
r e a d  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  a n d  t h e n  
q u i c k l y  s t a t e d .  “ T h a t  w a s  
n o t  a  m i s t a k e . ”  B y  t h e  t i m e  I 
m a d e  i t  b a c k  t o  m y  d e s k ,  t h e r e  
w a s  a n  a v a l a n c h e  o f  i n f o r m a -
tion fl ooding tKe internet.

,n tKis Zeek of refl eFtion 
a b o u t  t h e  Se p t .  1 1  a t t a c k s ,  I 
a n t i c i p a t e  s e e i n g  i n s p i r i n g  
and Keart�Zarming profi les of 
v i c t i m  a n d  s u r v i v o r s .  H o w -
e v e r ,  w h e n  I t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  
Se p t .  1 1  a t t a c k ,  o n e  t h i n g  I 
t h i n k  a b o u t  a r e  t h e  s t o r i e s  
o f  d i v i n e  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  Ev e n  
in tKe fi rst feZ days after tKe 
a t t a c k s ,  I r e m e m b e r  h e a r i n g  
s t o r i e s  t h a t  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  r e a l  
t i m e  h o w  G o d  s h o w e d  u p .  

P e o p l e  w h o  n o r m a l l y  
w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a t  w o r k  a t  
t h e  W o r l d  T r a d e  Ce n t e r  a t  
t h e  t i m e s  t h e  p l a n e s  h i t  w e r e  
d e l a y e d  b y  t i m e  a n d  u n u s u a l  
c i r c u m s t a n c e .  T h i s  i n c l u d e d  
w a k i n g  u p  l a t e r  t h a n  u s u a l ,  
Eeing stuFk in traffi F and Ee�
i n g  d e l a y e d  b y  l a s t  m i n u t e  
p h o n e  c a l l s .

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h o s e  e x a m -
p l e s  a r e  o b v i o u s  s i g n s  t h a t  
d e s p i t e  t h e  t r a g e d i e s  t h a t  m a y  
h a p p e n ,  G o d  i s  s t i l l  w i t h  u s  
a n d  p r o t e c t s  u s  w h e n  w e  l e a s t  
e x p e c t  b u t  w h e n  w e  n e e d  i t  
t h e  m o s t .  M o r e  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  
G o d ’ s  d i v i n e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o n  
e v e n  t h e  s m a l l e s t ,  l e a s t  s i g -
nifi Fant tKings are supposed 
t o  r e m i n d  u s  t h a t  h e  a l s o  c a n  
i n t e r v e n e  o n  t h e  b i g g e r ,  m o r e  
i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g s  i n  o u r  l i v e s .  

W h e t h e r  t h e  p r a y e r  r e q u e s t  
i s  b i g  o r  s m a l l ,  t h e s e  i n c i d e n c -
e s  a r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  s h o w  t h a t  
G o d  i s  m e r e l y  w a i t i n g  f o r  u s  
t o  t u r n  t o  h i m  s o  h e  c a n  m e e t  
o u r  n e e d s  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  b i g  

o r  s m a l l .  P r o v e r b s  1 9 : 2 1  r e -
m i n d s  u s  t h a t  “ M a n y  a r e  t h e  
p l a n s  i n  t h e  m i n d  o f  a  m a n ,  
b u t  i t  i s  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  
LO R D t h a t  w i l l  s t a n d . ”  Di -
v i n e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i s  i n t e n d e d  
t o  p r o t e c t  u s  a n d  p r e s e r v e  u s  
s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  b e  b e t t e r  u s e d  
i n  s e r v i c e  f o r  G o d ’ s  k i n g d o m .  

T o  l i v e  t h r o u g h  Se p t .  1 1  
w a s  o v e r w h e l m i n g  a t  t i m e s .  
EYen more so, to refl eFt on it 
2 0  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  s t i r s  u p  a  v a -
r i e t y  o f  e m o t i o n s .  W e  s t i l l  
m o u r n  t h e  l o s s  o f  o v e r  3 , 0 0 0  
l i v e s  o n  t h a t  d a y  a n d  p r a y  f o r  
c o n t i n u e d  c o m f o r t  f o r  t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s  t h a t  w e r e  i m p a c t e d .  
M a y  G o d  g r a n t  t h e m  p e a c e .

S hew and a R i l ey  i s  the au-
tho r o f  “ L o v e H ango v er:  M o v -
i ng Fro m  P ai n to  P urp o s e A f -
ter a R el ati o ns hi p  End s ”  and  
“ W ri t i ng to  the B eat o f  G o d ’ s  
H eart:  A  B o o k  o f  P ray ers  f o r 
W ri ters . ”  Em ai l  p res erv ed b y -
p urp o s e@ gm ai l . co m  o r T w i t-
ter @ s hew and a.

www.nhcms.org
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J e s u s  t o l d  o f  
t w o  i n c i d e n t s  i n  
Lu k e ,  Ch a p t e r  1 3 .  
O n e  w a s  w h e n  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  w a s  a s k e d  
a b o u t  t h e  G a l i l e a n s  
w h o  w e r e  k i l l e d  b y  

P i l a t e ’ s  c o m m a n d  w h e n  t h e y  w e n t  
to -erusalem to offer saFrifi Fes.  
Y o u  m a y  t h i n k ,  “ s u r e l y  t h e y  m u s t  
h a v e  b e e n  s i n n e r s  a b o v e  a l l  o t h -
e r s  f o r  P i l a t e  t o  m i n g l e  t h e i r  b l o o d  
ZitK tKeir saFrifi Fes.́  +oZeYer, 
t h a t  i s  n o t  s o .  J e s u s  w e n t  o n  t o  
s p e a k  a b o u t  t h e  T o w e r  o f  Si l o a m ,  
w h i c h  f e l l  a n d  k i l l e d  e i g h t e e n  
p e o p l e .

T w i c e  J e s u s  b r o u g h t  o u t  t h e  l e s -
s o n  t o  s h o w  t h a t  i t  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  a  
n e c e s s a r y  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  e v e r y -
o n e  t o  r e p e n t .  T h o s e  t o  w h o m  H e  
w a s  s p e a k i n g  n e e d e d  r e p e n t a n c e ,  
a s  m u c h  a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  o f  s i n n e r s .

Ev e r y o n e  m u s t  b e  b o r n  a g a i n .  It  
w a s  n o t  e x c e s s i v e  s i n  o r  u n g o d l i -
n e s s  t h a t  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  t h e s e  t w o  
t r a g e d i e s ,  l e t t i n g  u s  k n o w  t h a t  
e v e n  t h e  m o s t  r e s p e c t e d  m u s t  r e -
p e n t .  Y o u  m i g h t  h a v e  r e p e n t e d  
y e a r s  a g o ,  b u t  h a v e  y o u  l i v e d  c o n -
s i s t e n t l y  s i n c e  t h e n ?

J e s u s  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  t e a c h  u s  
a b o u t  e x c e s s i v e  s i n .  It  i s  n o t  t h e  
a m o u n t  o f  s i n  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  r e -
p e n t a n c e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  i t  i s  j u s t  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  s i n n e d .  P a u l  
s a i d  i n  R o m a n s  3 : 2 3 ,  “ Fo r  a l l  
h a v e  s i n n e d ,  a n d  c o m e  s h o r t  o f  
t h e  g l o r y  o f  G o d .  T h e  B i b l e  s a y s  
t o  w o r k  o u t  y o u r  s a l v a t i o n .  Ch r i s t  
w o r k s  w i t h i n  u s .  W h e n  I w a s  a  
c h i l d ,  t h e r e  w e r e  t i m e s  w h e n  I d i d  
t h i n g s  t h a t  w e r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
s i n ,  b u t  G o d  w o u l d  p o i n t  c e r t a i n  
t h i n g s  o u t  t o  m e  t h a t  n e e d e d  c o r -
r e c t i o n s .  W e  a r e  w o r k i n g  o u t  o u r  
o w n  s a l v a t i o n .

In  t r u e  r e p e n t a n c e ,  a n  i n d i -
v i d u a l  m u s t  b e  s o r r y  a n d  r e g r e t  
o f f e n d i n g  G o d .  T h a t  i s  w h e r e  r e -
pentanFe starts. ,f you sin, fi rst, 
y o u r  s i n  i s  a g a i n s t  G o d .  Y o u  m u s t  
a c k n o w l e d g e  y o u r  s i n s  a n d  t a k e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e m .  T h e  h u s -
b a n d  a n d  t h e  w i f e  s h o u l d  c h e c k  
e a c h  o t h e r .  An  i n d i v i d u a l  m u s t  
f e e l  s o r r y  f o r  h i s  o r  h e r  o w n  s i n  
a n d  t a k e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  i t .   

P r o v e r b s  2 8 : 1 3  s a y s ,  “ H e  t h a t  
c o v e r e t h  h i s  s i n s  s h a l l  n o t  p r o s -
p e r :  b u t  w h o s o  c o n f e s s e t h  a n d  
f o r s a k e t h  t h e m  s h a l l  h a v e  m e r c y . ”   
T r u e  r e p e n t a n c e  c a u s e s  a n  i n d i -
v i d u a l  t o  b e  a s h a m e d  o f  h i s  s i n s  
a n d  t o  h a t e  t h e m .   

T r u e  r e p e n t a n c e  i s  g e n u i n e .
R ev .  S i m eo n R .  G reen I I I  i s  p as -

to r o f  J o y nes  R o ad  C hurch o f  G o d ,  
3 1  J o y nes  R o ad ,  H am p to n V A  
2 3 6 6 9 .  H e i s  a m em b er o f  the N a-
ti o nal  A s s o ci ati o n o f  Ev angel i s m  
C hurch o f  G o d ,  A nd ers o n,  I nd .

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

P R E S E R V E D

Remembering 
divine intervention 

and Sept. 11

Everyone must 
be born again

 By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

8 •  THE MISSISSIPPI LINK  www.mississippilink.comSEPTEMBER 9 - 15, 2021

 By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

SUNDAY
Worship Services

10 a.m.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic
in-person worship services have been 

temporarily suspended.
Please worship with us each Sunday via 

Facebook or our YouTube channel at CHMBC Pastor
Chauncy L. Jordon

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master



T o u g h  t i m e s  d o n ’ t  l a s t ,  b u t  
t o u g h  p e o p l e  d o  i s  a  t i m e -
h o n o r e d  e x p r e s s i o n .  As  y o u  
g r o w  i n  y e a r s  t h a t  p h r a s e  
t a k e s  o n  m o r e  s i g n i f i c a n c e .

Se n i o r  s o l d i e r s  o f t e n  s a y  i f  
n o t h i n g  h a s  h a p p e n e d  t o  y o u ,  

j u s t  k e e p  o n  l i v i n g .
W e  a r e  a l l  g e t t i n g  r e a d y  f o r  a  s t o r m ,  o r  

h a v e  b e e n  i n  a  s t o r m  o r  j u s t  w e n t  t h r o u g h  
a  s t o r m .  T h a t  i s  t h e  l i v i n g  o f  l i f e  w e  w i l l  
a l l  h a v e  t o  e x p e r i e n c e .  N o n e  o f  u s  a r e  e x -
e m p t .

R e c e n t l y ,  t h e  c i t y  o f  N e w  O r l e a n s  p r e -
p a r e d  f o r  a  s t o r m ,  w e n t  t h r o u g h  a  s t o r m  
a n d  i s  n o w  g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  a  s t o r m .

I l i v e  i n  N e w  O r l e a n s ,  a n d  I a m  p r o u d  
t o  b e  h e r e .  It  i s  w i t h o u t  a  d o u b t  o n e  o f  t h e  
m o s t  e x c i t i n g  c i t i e s  i n  t h e  w o r l d .

B e i n g  o n  t h e  G u l f  Co a s t  m e a n s  h a v i n g  
a  h u r r i c a n e  s e a s o n  e a c h  y e a r .  T h e  h u r r i -
c a n e  s e a s o n  b e g i n s  i n  J u n e  a n d  e n d s  i n  
N o v e m b e r .

T h e  t r o p i c a l  d i s t u r b a n c e  f o r e c a s t  i s  a l -
w a y s  a  s i g n a l  f o r  u s .  W h e n  w e  h e a r  i t  i s  
h e a d e d  i n t o  t h e  G u l f  o f  M e x i c o ,  o u r  s e n s -
e s  a r e  h e i g h t e n e d  a n d  o u r  a n t e n n a s  g o  u p ,  
I m e a n  w a y  u p .

T h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a  G u l f  d i s t u r b a n c e  
m e a n s  s t o c k i n g  u p  o n  s u p p l i e s .  T h e  b a -
s i c s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y .  T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  i n  
s o m e  w a y s  d e p e n d  u p o n  t h e  s t o r m  a n d  
t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  e v a c u a t i o n .  Du r i n g  t h e s e  
s t o r m s ,  s o m e t i m e s  w e  s t a y  a n d  o t h e r  
t i m e s ,  w e  g o .  It  a l s o  d e p e n d s  u p o n  w h e t h -
e r  w e  h a v e  l i g h t s  a n d  p o w e r .  So m e  p e o p l e  
u s e  g e n e r a t o r s .  H o w e v e r ,  r e p o r t s  s u g g e s t  
t h a t  u n l e s s  y o u  u s e  t h e m  p r o p e r l y ,  y o u  
m a y  p a s s  a w a y .

H u r r i c a n e  Id a  r e a c h e d  t h e  Lo u i s i a n a  
c o a s t  M o n d a y ,  Au g u s t  2 6 .  T h e r e  w a s  
h e a v y  r a i n .  T h e  w i n d  s p e e d  w h e n  i t  m a d e  
l a n d f a l l  w a s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 5 0  m i l e s  p e r  
h o u r .  So m e  r e s i d e n t s  d e c i d e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  
c i t y ,  a n d  s o m e  c h o s e  t o  s h e l t e r  i n  p l a c e .  
W e  l e f t .

W h e n  y o u  e v a c u a t e  a  c i t y ,  t h e r e  i s  a n x i -

e t y  a n d  a p p r e h e n s i o n  a t t a c h e d  t o  i t .  St a y -
i n g  a w a y  f r o m  y o u r  h o m e  u n d e r  t h e s e  c i r -
c u m s t a n c e s  i s  e m o t i o n a l .

B e c a u s e  o f  t r a n s f o r m e r  a n d  e l e c t r i c a l  
p r o b l e m s ,  t h e  c i t y  o f  N e w  O r l e a n s  w e n t  
d a r k  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  h u r r i c a n e .  R e m a i n -
i n g  r e s i d e n t s  h a d  n o  p o w e r .  Ev e r y t h i n g  
s t o p p e d  i n  t h e  Cr e s c e n t  Ci t y .

M e m o r i e s  o f  H u r r i c a n e  K a t r i n a  s t a r t e d  
t o  c r e e p  i n t o  t h e  m i n d s  o f  m a n y  w h e t h e r  
y o u  s t a y e d  i n  N e w  O r l e a n s  o r  y o u  d i d  n o t .  
K a t r i n a  i s  s t i l l  a  d e f i n i n g  m o m e n t  i n  t h e  
h i s t o r y  o f  N e w  O r l e a n s .

T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  m y  o p i n i o n  b e t w e e n  
K a t r i n a  a n d  Id a  i s  t h a t  w e  w e r e  b e t t e r  p r e -
p a r e d ,  a n d  t h e  l e v e e s  d i d  n o t  b r e a k .  T h e  
l e v e e s  h e l d  w h i c h  m e a n t  t h e r e  w a s  m i n i -
m a l  f l o o d i n g  i n  t h e  c i t y .

P o w e r  h a s  b e e n  r e s t o r e d  t o  N e w  O r -
l e a n s .  T h e  l i g h t s  a r e  o n ,  a n d  p e o p l e  a r e  
r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  c i t y .

T h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w e r e  r i p e  f o r  o u r  
p e o p l e  t o  g i v e  u p ,  b u t  w e  b e c a m e  s t r o n g e r  
a n d  m o r e  c o u r a g e o u s .  T h e s e  a r e  i n t a n g i -
b l e  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  p a s s e d  d o w n  
f r o m  p r e v i o u s  g e n e r a t i o n s .

It  i s  a n  u n s p e a k a b l e  s e n s e  o f  f a i t h  a n d  
s t a m i n a  t h a t  p e r m e a t e s  t h e  c u l t u r e  h e r e .

M y  w i f e  a n d  i n - l a w s  a r e  n a t i v e  N e w  
O r l e a n i a n s .  I a m  i n s p i r e d  a n d  m o t i v a t e d  
b y  t h e m .  T h e y  d o n ’ t  g i v e  u p  a n d  t h e y  r e -
f u s e  t o  g i v e  i n ,  n o  m a t t e r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s .

So  n o w ,  H u r r i c a n e  Id a  h a s  m o v e d  o n  
a f t e r  c r e a t i n g  a  p a t h  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  i n  o u r  
s t a t e .  So m e  a r e a s  w e r e  r a v a g e d  b y  t h i s  
s t o r m .  It  i s  n o w  t i m e  t o  r e b u i l d  a n d  t o  r e -
s t o c k .  

FEM A h a s  s e t  u p  h o t l i n e s  a n d  c a l l  c e n -
t e r s .  P r e s i d e n t  J o e  B i d e n  v i s i t e d  t h e  s t a t e  
o n  l a s t  Fr i d a y .  H e  i s  b e h i n d  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  e f -
f o r t s  t o  r e b u i l d .

So ,  w e  a r e  p i c k i n g  o u r s e l v e s  u p  a g a i n .  
T h i s  w i l l  n o t  b e  t h e  l a s t  h u r r i c a n e .  T h a t  i s  
a  f a c t  o f  l i f e .

N e w  O r l e a n s  i s  a  c i t y  m a d e  u p  o f  r e s i -
d e n t s  w h o  d o  n o t  g i v e  i n  t o  f e a r .  W e  g i v e  
i n  t o  f a i t h .

T h e r e  i s  a  s c r i p t u r e  a b o u t  h a v i n g  f a i t h .  
W h e n  y o u  c a n ,  r e a d  Lu k e  1 7 : 6 .

N o w  m o r e  t h a n  e v e r ,  i t  i s  i m -
p o r t a n t  t h a t  M i s s i s s i p p i a n s  b e  
t h e r e  f o r  o n e  a n o t h e r .  H a v i n g  
t h o u g h t s  o f  s u i c i d e  i s  a  s e c r e t  n o  
o n e  s h o u l d  k e e p ,  b u t  y o u  c a n ’ t  
a l w a y s  t e l l  w h a t  s o m e o n e  i s  
t h i n k i n g  j u s t  b y  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e m .  
T h a t ’ s  w h y  i t  i s  v i t a l  t o  b r e a k  
d o w n  b a r r i e r s  a n d  h a v e  o p e n ,  
h o n e s t  a n d  s e r i o u s  c o n v e r s a -
t i o n s  a b o u t  s u i c i d e .  T h i s  m o n t h ,  
Su i c i d e  P r e v e n t i o n  Aw a r e n e s s  
M o n t h ,  p r o v i d e s  u s  t h e  p e r f e c t  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d o  j u s t  t h a t .

T o d a y ,  w e  a r e  s e e i n g  m o r e  
M i s s i s s i p p i a n s  c a l l i n g  t o  s i m p l y  
t a l k  t o  s o m e o n e  o r  s e e k  h e l p  a n d  
r e s o u r c e s :  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  Ca l l  
Ce n t e r  f o r  N a t i o n a l  Su i c i d e  P r e -
v e n t i o n  Li f e l i n e  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  

3 3  p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  c a l l s  f r o m  
l a s t  y e a r ,  a n d  t h e  De p a r t m e n t  
o f  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  H e l p l i n e  e x -
p e r i e n c e d  a  3 0  p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  
i n  c a l l s .  In  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  t h e  l a t -
est fi gures from tKe 0ississippi 
St a t e  De p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  
s h o w  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  n u m b e r  
o f  d e a t h s  b y  s u i c i d e  f r o m  4 2 2  i n  
2 0 1 8  t o  4 3 6  t o  2 0 1 9 .

Ea c h  d e a t h  b y  s u i c i d e  i s  o n e  
t o o  m a n y .  T h e s e  n u m b e r s  s e n d  a  
v e r y  s t r o n g  m e s s a g e ,  a n d  o n e  w e  
c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  i g n o r e :  p e o p l e  
w a n t  a n d  n e e d  t o  t a l k  t o  s o m e -
o n e  w h o  c a n  o f f e r  t h e m  h o p e  a n d  
h e l p .  H o p e  i s  a  p o w e r f u l  t h i n g .  It  
i s  a  s t r e n g t h  a n d  a  p r o t e c t i v e  f a c -
t o r  w e  a l l  n e e d .  As  a  f a m o u s  p h i -
l o s o p h e r  o n c e  s a i d ,  “ H o p e  i s  b e -
i n g  a b l e  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  l i g h t  
d e s p i t e  a l l  t h e  d a r k n e s s . ”

W h a t  i f  s o m e o n e  c l o s e  t o  y o u  
i s  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  s u i c i d e ?  So m e -
t h i n g  a s  s i m p l e  a s  a  c o n v e r s a -
t i o n  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  t o  g e t  
h e l p  c o u l d  b e  t h e  v e r y  r e a s o n  
t h e y  c h o s e  t o  l i v e .  I e n c o u r a g e  
a l l  M i s s i s s i p p i a n s  t o  c h e c k  i n  o n  
y o u r  l o v e d  o n e s  a n d  h a v e  t h a t  
c o n v e r s a t i o n .  Y o u  j u s t  m a y  s a v e  
a  l i f e .

W h e n  s p e a k i n g  w i t h  s o m e -
o n e  w h o  i s  h a v i n g  t h o u g h t s  o f  
s u i c i d e ,  i t  i s  e a s y  t o  j u m p  t o  i m -
m e d i a t e l y  w a n t i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  
t h e  p e r s o n ,  b u t  b y  f a i l i n g  t o  u n -
d e r s t a n d  t h e  w h y ,  w e  h a v e  o n l y  
t e m p o r a r i l y  p r e v e n t e d  a  s u i c i d e  
a t t e m p t .

If  y o u  o r  s o m e o n e  y o u  k n o w  i s  
t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  s u i c i d e ,  d o n ’ t  t a k e  
i t  l i g h t l y  o r  d i s m i s s  i t .  T h i n k -
i n g  i t  w i l l  g o  a w a y ,  k e e p i n g  i t  a  

s e c r e t ,  t h i n k i n g  n o t h i n g  c a n  b e  
done, or tKinking you Fan fi x it 
a l l  b y  y o u r s e l f  –  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  a v o i d e d  a t  
a l l  c o s t s .  In s t e a d ,  b e  h o n e s t  a n d  
e x p r e s s  y o u r  c o n c e r n ,  l i s t e n  a n d  
o f f e r  s u p p o r t ,  t a k e  y o u r  l o v e d  
o n e  s e r i o u s l y ,  o r  o f f e r  t o  a c c o m -
p a n y  t h e m  t o  s e e k  h e l p .  B y  b e i n g  
a  f r i e n d  w h o  i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  
a c c e p t i n g  a n d  c o m p a s s i o n a t e ,  
y o u  c a n  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e .

W e  c a n  o n l y  e f f e c t i v e l y  i n t e r -
v e n e  w h e n  w e  t r u l y  u n d e r s t a n d  
a  p e r s o n ’ s  r e a s o n s  f o r  w a n t i n g  
t o  e n d  t h e i r  l i f e .  T h a t  i s  h o w  w e  
c a n  g e t  t h e m  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  h e l p ,  
a n d  t o  p r e v e n t  d e a t h  b y  s u i c i d e  i n  
t h e  l o n g  t e r m .  W e  m u s t  n o t  o n l y  
h e a r  s o m e o n e ’ s  s t o r y ,  b u t  d e e p l y  
u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  t r y i n g  
t o  s a y .  As k i n g  s o m e o n e  i f  t h e y  

n e e d  h e l p ,  a n d  t r u l y  l i s t e n i n g  t o  
t h e m  a n d  t h e i r  s t o r y  c a n  p r o v i d e  
h o p e .  It  c a n  m o v e  t h e m  f r o m  f o -
c u s i n g  o n  t h e  p a s t  t o  e n g a g i n g  i n  
t h e  p r e s e n t  m o m e n t .

So m e  w a r n i n g  s i g n s  t o  l o o k  
f o r  i n c l u d e :  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  f e e l -
i n g  w o r t h l e s s  o r  h o p e l e s s ,  l o s i n g  
i n t e r e s t  i n  a c t i v i t i e s ,  u s i n g  o r  i n -
c r e a s i n g  u s e  o f  d r u g s  o r  a l c o h o l ,  
c h a n g e s  i n  e a t i n g  a n d  s l e e p i n g  
h a b i t s ,  a n d  c h a n g e s  f r o m  t y p i c a l  
b e h a v i o r .

Ev e r y o n e  c a n  p l a y  a  r o l e  i n  s u i -
c i d e  p r e v e n t i o n ,  n o t  j u s t  m e n t a l  
h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  o r  o r g a n i z a -
t i o n s .  T h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  De p a r t -
m e n t  o f  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  r a i s e s  
a w a r e n e s s  o f  s u i c i d e  p r e v e n t i o n  
t h r o u g h  o u r  Sh a t t e r  t h e  Si l e n c e  
c a m p a i g n  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h o s e  a f -
f e c t e d  b y  s u i c i d e ,  e d u c a t e  a b o u t  

w a r n i n g  s i g n s  a n d  s y m p t o m s ,  
a n d  f o c u s  o n  e f f o r t s  t h a t  d i r e c t  
t r e a t m e n t  t o  t h o s e  w h o  n e e d  i t  
m o s t .  Co n t a c t  u s  t o d a y  f o r  m o r e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  r e m e m b e r  w e  
s h o u l d  t a l k  a b o u t  t h i s  t o p i c  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r ,  n o t  j u s t  
Su i c i d e  P r e v e n t i o n  Aw a r e n e s s  
M o n t h .

If  y o u  o r  s o m e o n e  y o u  k n o w  
i s  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  s u i c i d e ,  t h e r e  
i s  h e l p  a v a i l a b l e  2 4  h o u r s ,  s e v e n  
d a y s  a  w e e k .  Ca l l  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Su i c i d e  P r e v e n t i o n  Li f e l i n e  a t  
1 - 8 0 0 - 2 7 3 - 8 2 5 5  ( T ALK ) ,  t e x t  
“ H O M E”  t o  t h e  Cr i s i s  T e x t  Li n e  
a t  7 4 1 7 4 1 ,  o r  d o w n l o a d  t h e  Sh a t -
t e r  t h e  Si l e n c e  a p p  o n  G o o g l e  
P l a y  o r  Ap p l e  i T u n e s  s t o r e .

A s  al w ay s ,  y o u can al s o  v i s i t 
ZZZ�mentalKealtKms�com to fi nG 
res o urces  cl o s e to  y o u.
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So ,  y o u  a r e  s i t -
t i n g  o n  a  p a r k  
b e n c h ,  j u s t  e n j o y -
i n g  t h e  w e a t h e r .  
W h a t  i s  t h e  l i k e l i -
h o o d  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  
p e r s o n  t h a t  w a l k s  

b y  y o u  i s  o f  a  d i f f e r e n t  r a c e  t h a n  
y o u ?  In  2 0 1 0  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  
a n o t h e r  r a c e  p e r s o n  w a l k i n g  b y  
w a s  5 4 . 9  p e r c e n t ,  a n d  i t  r o s e  t o  
6 1 . 1  p e r c e n t  b y  2 0 2 0 .  W e  a r e  m o r e  
l i k e l y  t o  s e e  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  d i f -
f e r e n t  t h a n  u s  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m ,  
t h e  b o a r d r o o m ,  o r  t h e  s i d e w a l k ,  
a n d f r o m  w h a t  w e  s e e  t h e s e  d a y s ,  
o u r  n a t i o n  i s  n o t  r e a d y  f o r  t h i s  
c h a n g e .

T h e  2 0 2 0  Ce n s u s  d a t a ,  r e l e a s e d  
a  f e w  w e e k s  a g o ,  r e i n f o r c e s  w h a t  
w e  a l r e a d y  k n e w .  T h e  w h i t e  p o p -
u l a t i o n ,  s t i l l  o u r  n a t i o n ’ s  l a r g e s t ,  
i s  d w i n d l i n g ,  d o w n  b y  8 . 6  p e r c e n t  
f r o m  a  d e c a d e  a g o .  T h e  La t i n o  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  p e o p l e  
o f  a n y  r a c e  ( y e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  b l a c k  
La t i n o s ) ,  r o s e  b y  2 3  p e r c e n t .  It  i s  
t h e  f a s t e s t - g r o w i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  
t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n  
r o c k s  s t e a d y  a t  a r o u n d  1 3  p e r c e n t .  
And tKe population tKat identifi es 
i t s e l f  a s  “ m u l t i r a c i a l ”  h a s  g r o w n  
b y  a  f a c t o r  o f  t h r e e .

T h e  m u l t i r a c i a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  
w h i c h  w a s  9  m i l l i o n  i n  2 0 1 0  a n d  
g r e w  t o  3 3 . 8  m i l l i o n  b y  2 0 2 0 ,  r e -
fl eFts tZo tKings. )irst, tKe rate 
o f  r a c i a l  i n t e r m a r r i a g e  h a s  i n -
c r e a s e d ,  l e a d i n g  t o  a n  i n c r e a s e  
o f  m i x e d - r a c e  c h i l d r e n .  Eq u a l l y  
i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  
w h o a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  s e l f - i d e n t i f y  
a s  m i x e d  r a c e  h a s  g r o w n .  P e o -
p l e  w h o  o n c e  h i d  t h e i r  m i x e d -
r a c e  i d e n t i t y  o r  f e l t  p r e s s u r e d  t o  
c h o o s e  o n e  i d e n t i t y  o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  
n o w  f e e l  f r e e  t o  e m b r a c e  t h e  t o t a l -

i t y  o f  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y .
T h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  

p e o p l e  w h o  i d e n t i f y  a s  m u l t i r a -
c i a l  i s  b o t h  a  b l e s s i n g  a n d  a n  i l -
l u s i o n .  It ’ s  a  b l e s s i n g  b e c a u s e  t h e  
a c c u r s e d  “ o n e  d r o p ”  r u l e  w a s  a n  
o p p r e s s i v e  w a y  o f  m a n a g i n g  r a -
Fial Flassifi Fation. %ut tKe neZ 
m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m  i s  a n  i l l u s i o n  b e -
c a u s e  i t  s h o u l d  n o t  i n s p i r e  “ f e a r  o f  
a  B l a c k  P l a n e t . ”  As  R i c h a r d  Al b a  
w r i t e s  i n  h i s  b o o k ,  T h e  G r e a t  
De m o g r a p h i c  Il l u s i o n :  M a j o r -
i t y ,  M i n o r i t y  a n d  t h e  Ex p a n d i n g  
Am e r i c a n  M a i n s t r e a m  ( P r i n c e t o n  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  2 0 2 0 ) ,  e v e r y -
b o d y  b r o w n  a i n ’ t  d o w n .  In  o t h e r  
w o r d s ,  m a n y  w h o  i d e n t i f y  a s  m u l -
t i r a c i a l  t a k e  o n  t h e  i d e n t i t y  a n d  
p o l i t i c s  o f  t h e i r  w h i t e  p a r e n t ,  n o t  
t h e i r  La t i n o  o r  As i a n  p a r e n t .  T h e y  
e m b r a c e  t h e i r  m u l t i r a c i a l  i d e n t i t y ,  
b u t  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  m u l t i r a c i a l  
p o l i t i c s .

M a n y  y o u n g  p e o p l e  w h o s e  
m u l t i r a c i a l i s m  a r e  p a r t l y  b l a c k  
d o  “ g e t ”  b l a c k  i s s u e s  a n d  s p e a k  
u p  f o r  t h e m .  So m e ,  t h o u g h ,  a r e  
Fonfl iFted and Zant to see ³EotK 
s i d e s . ”  T h e r e  a r e  n o  t w o  s i d e s  i n  
t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  o u t r a g e o u s  p o l i c e  
k i l l i n g s  o f  b l a c k  m e n  a n d  w o m e n ,  
b u t  s o m e  w h o  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  t h e i r  
w h i t e  p a r e n t s  a r e  n o t  a s  r e a d y  a s  
o t h e r s  t o  t a k e  a  s t r o n g  s t a n d .

St i l l ,  y o u n g  v o i c e s  a r e  d r i v i n g  
o u r  r e a l i t y .  O n  Au g u s t  2 8 ,  y o u n g  
T a m i k a  M a l l o r y  c a l l e d  t h e  “ G o o d  
T r o u b l e ”  R a l l y  t h a t  d r e w  t h o u -
s a n d s  t o  t h e  Li n c o l n  M e m o r i a l  
o n  t h e  5 8 t h  An n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  
M a r c h  o n  W a s h i n g t o n .  In  t h e  t r a -
d i t i o n  o f  Dr .  K i n g ,  w h o  w a s  b u t  
3 4  w h e n  h e  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  “ I H a v e  
A Dr e a m  Sp e e c h , ”  M a l l o r y  c a l l e d  
p e o p l e  o u t  a n d  t o o k  t h e m  t o  t a s k .  
Sh e  a s s e r t e d  h e r  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e  
a n d  s a i d  s h e  w o u l d  t a k e  i t ,  c o m e  
w h a t  m a y .  M o r e  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  s h e  

t o l d  De m o c r a t s  t o  d o  t h e i r  j o b ,  d o  
tKeir Zork, end tKe fi liEuster, and 
i m p l e m e n t  t h e  v o t i n g  r i g h t s  a g e n -
da. 7amika is poZerful, fi erFe, 
a n d  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  a  m u l t i r a c i a l  
t e a m  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  h e r .

T h i s  i s  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  o u r  n a -
t i o n  –  y o u n g ,  b o l d ,  b o d a c i o u s ,  
m u l t i r a c i a l  e n e r g y .  T h e r e  a r e  t o o  
m a n y  w h o  w o u l d  t h r o w b a c k  t o  
t h e  p a s t ,  t o o  m a n y  w h o  w o u l d  
d e n y  t h e  d e m o g r a p h i c s ,  t o o  m a n y  
w h o  a r e  f r i g h t e n e d  a b o u t  w h a t  
c o m e s  n e x t ,  w h o  i n s i s t  o n  h u m -
m i n g ,  s i n g i n g  a n d  s w a y i n g  p l a i n -
t i v e l y ,  “ W e  Sh a l l  O v e r c o m e . ”  In  
t h i s  m u l t i r a c i a l  w o r l d ,  t h e r e  w i l l  
b e  l e s s  s i n g i n g  a n d  s w a y i n g ,  a n d  
m o r e  d e m a n d i n g .

T h o s e  o f  u s  w h o  w a t c h  t h e  d e -
m o g r a p h i c s  k n o w  t h a t  n u m b e r s  
d o n ’ t  m e a n  s o l i d a r i t y  ( o t h e r w i s e ,  
h o w  c o u l d  w e  e x p l a i n  So u t h  Ca r o -
l i n a  Se n a t o r  T i m  Sc o t t  a n d  t h e  u n -
h i n g e d  r a d i o  t a l k  s h o w  h o s t  La r r y  
El d e r )  a n d  t h a t  w e  w i l l  h a v e  t o  
w o r k  t o  g e t  t h e  c o a l i t i o n s  t h a t  w e  
w a n t .  An d  w e  m u s t  a l s o  k n o w  t h a t  
n o  m a t t e r  h o w  t h e  d e m o g r a p h i c s  
s h i f t ,  o u r  n a t i o n  s t i l l  o w e s  b l a c k  
f o l k s .

“ W e  h a v e  c o m e  t o  t h e  n a t i o n ’ s  
c a p i t a l  t o  c a s h  a  c h e c k , ”  t h u n d e r e d  
M a r t i n  Lu t h e r  K i n g ,  J r .  “ An d  t h e  
FKeFk Kas Eeen marked insuffi �
c i e n t  f u n d s . ”  T h e  f u n d s  a r e  s t i l l  
insuffi Fient, and tKe deEt is no less 
p r e s s i n g .  Sh i f t i n g  d e m o g r a p h -
i c s  d o n ’ t  c a n c e l  t h e  d e b t .  T a m i k a  
M a l l o r y ,  w i t h  h e r  i n s p i r e d  l e a d e r -
s h i p ,  r e m i n d s  u s  t o  h o l d  t h o s e  w e  
v o t e d  f o r  a c c o u n t a b l e .

D r.  J ul i anne M al v eaux i s  an 
economist� aXtKor anG )oXnG�
i ng D ean o f  the C o l l ege o f  Ethni c 
6tXGies at &aliIornia 6tate 8ni�
v ers i t y  at L o s  A ngel es .  S he m ay  
Ee reacKeG at MXliannemalveaX[�
co m .

The New 
multiracial 
America

Being resilient 
and having 

resolve. That’s 
New Orleans.

September marks Suicide 
Prevention Awareness Month
Mississippi Department of Mental Health (DMH) executive director

says each death by suicide is one too many
By Wendy Bailey
MD MH  Ex ecutiv e D irector

By James B. Ewers Jr.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring  Committee of  O hio

 By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA News W ire Columnist
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SECTION 901
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

City of Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi
Meadowbrook Road Rehabilitation Proj ect

Federal Aid Proj ect Number: STP-7263-00( 001)  LPA/ 108076-701000

T h e City of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi w il l  rece ive  b ids for th e M eadow b rook R oad R eh ab il ita-
tion P roj ect ,  F ederal  A id P roj ect  N o.  S T P - 7 2 6 3 - 0 0 ( 0 0 1)  L P A / 10 8 0 7 6 - 7 0 10 0 0  no l ater 
than 3:30 p.m., local time, Tuesday, October 12, 2021, in the Municipal Clerk’s offi ce of 
Ja ckso n,  at w h ich  time sa id b ids w il l  b e pub l icl y opened and read al oud at th e City H al l  
l oca ted 2 19  S outh  P resi dent S treet,  Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi.   

T h e w ork sh al l  co nsi st  esse ntial l y of th e fol l ow ing items:

T h e sco pe of w ork sh al l  co nsi st  of asp h al t mil l ing and ove rl ay al ong M eadow b rook R oad,  
for approxi matel y 1. 3 3  mil es,  from th e interse ct ion of O l d Canton R oad to th e interse c-
tion of N .  W est  S treet.  T h e proj ect  sco pe al so  incl udes si dew al k repl ace ment,  cu rb  and 
gutter replacement, installation of pedestrian push buttons, ADA modifi cations, traffi c ra-
dar detection, traffi c controllers, shared pedestrian/ bike trail, striping, concrete median, 
traffi c control and construction phasing. The project will be designed in accordance with 
the Mississippi Standard Specifi cation for Road and Bridge Construction, Mississippi 
D epartment of T ransp ortation,  Ja ckso n,  2 0 17  E dition.

T h e co ntract  time is 14 5  w orki ng days.

T h e ab ove  general  outl ine of features of th e w ork does not in any w ay l imit th e resp on-
si b il ity of th e co ntract or to perform al l  w ork and furnish  al l  pl ant,  l ab or,  eq uipment and 
materials required by the specifi cations and the drawings referred to therein.

T h e attention of b idders is direct ed to th e Contract  P rovi si ons gove rning se l ect ion and 
empl oym ent of l ab or.  M inimum w age rates  for F ederal - A id proj ect s h ave  b een predeter-
mined b y th e S ecr etary of L ab or and are su b j ect  to P ub l ic L aw  8 7 - 5 8 1 W ork H ours A ct  
of 19 6 2 ,  as se t forth  in th e Contract  P rovi si ons.

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all Bidders that it will affi rmatively insure that in any 
co ntract  entered into pursu ant to th is adve rtise ment,  disa dva ntaged and w omen’ s b usi -
ness enterprise s w il l  b e afforded th e ful l  opportunity to su b mit b ids in res ponse  to th is 
invi tation and w il l  not b e discr iminated against  on th e grounds of race ,  co l or,  or national  
origin in co nsi deration for an aw ard.

The award of this contract will be contingent upon the Contractor satisfying the DBE/
WBE requirements.  The DBE goal will be 5%.

The contract Documents are on fi le and may be examined at the following locations:
• EJES, Incorporated, 405 Briarwood Drive, Suite 110, Jackson, Mississippi 39206 
•  City of Ja ckso n E ngineering D ivi si on,  2 0 0  S  P resi dent S t R oom 4 2 4 ,  Ja ckso n M S  
3 9 2 0 1

One (1) copy of the Plans, Specifi cations and Contract Documents may be procured 
upon payment of $200.00 (by check, made payable to “ EJES Inc.”) 405 Briarwood Drive, 
S uite 110 ,  Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi 3 9 2 0 6 .   T h e paym ent is non- refundab l e.

Offi cial bid documents can be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.centralauc-
tionh ouse . co m.  E l ect ronic b ids ca n b e su b mitted at w w w . ce ntral b idding. co m.   F or any 
questions relating to the electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding at 225-
8 10 - 4 8 14 .

Each bid shall be accompanied by a Cashier’s check, Certifi ed Check on a solvent bank 
or a Bidder’s Bond issued by a Surety Company licensed to operate in the State of 
Mississippi, in the amount of fi ve percent (5%) of the total bid price, payable to the City 
of Jackson as bid security.  Bidders shall also submit a current fi nancial statement, if 
req uest ed b y th e City .  T h e su cce ssf ul  b idder w il l  b e req uired to furnish  a P erformance  
Bond and a Payment bond each in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the 
co ntract  amount.

T h e proposa l  and co ntract  docu ments in its entirety sh al l  b e su b mitted in a se al ed enve -
l ope and deposi ted w ith  th e M unici pal  Cl erk,  2 19  S outh  P resi dent S treet,  Ja ckso n,  M is-
si ssi ppi prior to th e h our and date ab ove  desi gnated.  S tripped P roposa l s w il l  b e rej ect ed.  
Bidders may not withdraw their bid within sixty (60) days after the date of the actual bid 
opening w ith out co nse nt of th e City of Ja ckso n.

W ork to b e performed sh al l  b e in acco rdance  w ith  th e “ M issi ssi ppi S tate H igh w ay S tan-
dard Specifi cations for Road and Bridge Construction, 2017”, together with all amend-
ments and/ or sp eci al  provi si ons and/ or addenda to th e st andards dul y approve d and 
adopted, unless otherwise noted in these specifi cations.

The attention of Bidders is directed to the provisions of Subsection 102.07 pertaining to 
irregul ar proposa l s and rej ect ion of b ids.

T h e City rese rve s th e righ t to rej ect  any and al l  b ids and to w aive  informal ities.

Ch arl es W il l iams,  P E ,  P h . D .
City E ngineer
City of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi 

9 / 9 / 2 0 2 1,  9 / 16 / 2 0 2 1
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ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF ORDINANCES 
CREATING THE “C HARLES ` CHUCK’  GRIFFIN, JR. ORDINANCE” SECTION 118-
22 TO REVISING THE GOVERNING REGULATIONS FOR IMPOSING FEES AND 
PENALTIES FOR DRAG RACING VIOLATIONS RESULTING IN THE HEIGHTENED 
THREAT TO THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF THE PUBLIC, INTERFERENCE OF 
PEDESTRIAN AND VEHICULAR TRAFFIC, ESTABLISHMENT OF A PUBLIC 
NUISANCE, AND THE INTERFERENCE W ITH THE RIGHT OF PRIVATE BUSINESS 
OW NERS TO ENJOY THE USE OF THEIR PROPERTY. 

W H E R E A S ,  S ect ion 118 - 2 2  of th e City of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi Code of O rdinance s  cu r-
rentl y reads as fol l ow s:
S ec.  118 - 2 2 .  -  D rag raci ng on si dew al ks,  pub l ic st reets,  or any oth er pub l ic pl ace  in th e 
ci ty .

( a) I t sh al l  b e unl aw ful  for tw o or more perso ns to operate motor ve h icl es in su ch  a man-
ner as to ca use  th e ve h icl es to b e si de b y  si de on th e roadw ay ,  or one sl igh tl y ah ead of 
th e oth er and eith er from a st opped posi tion or w h il e movi ng,  to acce l erate su ch  ve h icl es 
rapidl y w ith  th e intent to race  or oth erw ise  out gain th e oth er.
T h e provi si ons sh al l  not appl y to auth oriz ed or l ice nse d race  co urse s,  or to oth er areas 
which are specifi cally set aside and supervised by the police department for police train-
ing.
I n any prose cu tion for vi ol ation of th is  se ct ion,  intent may b e sh ow n from th e su rrounding 
ci rcu mst ance s,  from admissi ons b y vi ol ators,  from th e ob se rva tions of a l aw  enforce -
ment offi cer or any other manner intent may be proven in any civil or criminal action 
under M issi ssi ppi l aw .

(b)Any person who violates this ordinance shall be subjected to a fi ne of $1,000.00 and/
or up to si x month s in j ail .
( O rd.  N o.  2 0 0 5 - 4 6 ( 1) ,  11- 3 0 - 0 5 )

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of Jackson, that Section 118-22 is 
h ereb y amended to read as fol l ow s:

Section 118-22.  The “Charles “Chuck” Griffi n, Jr.” Drag Racing Ordinance
P ursu ant to §  6 3 - 3 - 12 15  of th e M iss .  Code A nn. ,  drag raci ng on pub l ic roads is st rict l y 
proh ib ited.

( 1) ( a)  P ursu ant to § 6 3 - 3 - 12 15  of th e M iss.  Code A nn. ,  no perso n sh al l  drive  any ve h icl e 
upon th e pub l ic roads  in th is City in any race ,  sp eed co mpetition or co ntest ,  drag race  or 
acce l eration co ntest ,  test  of ph ysi ca l  endurance ,  exh ib ition of sp eed or acce l eration,  or 
for th e purpose  of maki ng a sp eed reco rd,  and no perso n sh al l  in any manner partici pate 
in any  su c h  race ,  sp eed co mpetition,  drag race ,  test  or ph ysi ca l  endurance ,  exh ib ition,  or 
purpose of making a speed record. Hereby also defi ned as willfully stopping the fl ow of 
traffi c onto or on Municipal public, streets, roads, or property, state and federal highways.

(1)(b) No person shall obstruct or intentionally block traffi c on Municipal streets, roads, 
property ,  st ate and federal  h igh w ays .

( 2 )  F or th e purpose s  of th is se ct ion “ drag race ”  means th e operation of tw o ( 2 )  or more 
ve h icl es from a point si de b y si de at acce l erating sp eeds in a co mpetitive  attempt to out 
dist ance  each  oth er,  or th e operation of one or more ve h icl es ove r a co mmon se l ect ed 
co urse ,  from th e sa me point to th e sa me point,  for th e purpose  of co mparing th e rel ative  
sp eeds or pow er of acce l eration of su ch  ve h icl e or ve h icl es w ith in a ce rtain dist anc e or 
time l imit on th e pub l ic roads of th is City .

( 3 )  F or th e purpose s of th is se ct ion “ raci ng”  means th e use  of one or more ve h icl es in an 
attempt to out gain,  out dist ance ,  or preve nt anoth er ve h icl e from passi ng,  or to test  th e 
ph ysi ca l  st amina or endurance  of drive rs ove r l ong dist ance  drivi ng routes on th e pub l ic 
roads of th is City .

(4)  Included under this section is the obstruction of traffi c or intentional obstruction of 
traffi c on municipal streets, roads, and federal or state highways and interstates.
( 5 )  A ny perso n ci ted and co nvi ct ed of vi ol ating § 6 3 - 3 - 12 15  of th e M iss.  Code A nn. ,  sh al l  
b e su b j ect  to th e fol l ow ing penal ties:

• First offense.  The fi rst citation and conviction carries10 days in jail and/or $500 in fi nes. 
V eh icl es use d during th e co mmissi on of th is vi ol ation w il l  b e tow ed b y th e City of Ja ck so n 
at th e ow ner’ s exp ense  at a rate of $ 12 5 ,  th en st ored at th e ci ty impound l ot at a rate 
of $ 3 5  per day for each  day ve h icl es  are h el d.  U pon retrievi ng th e ve h icl e,  th e motorist  
must present proof of ownership and receipt of all satisfi ed fi nes with the City of Jackson. 

•  S eco nd and S ub se q uent offense .   T h e se co nd and/ or su b se q uent ci tation and co nvi c-
tion carries 30 days in jail and/or $1000 in fi nes. Vehicles used during the commission 
of th is vi ol ation w il l  b e tow ed b y th e City of Ja ckso n at th e ow ner’ s exp ense  at a rate of 
$ 12 5 ,  th en st ored at th e ci ty impound l ot at a rate of $ 3 5  per day for each  day ve h icl es 
are h el d.  U pon retrievi ng th e ve h icl e,  th e motorist  must  prese nt proof of ow nersh ip and 
receipt of all satisfi ed fi nes with the City of Jackson. 

•  I n addition to fees asse sse d for vi ol ating § 6 3 - 3 - 12 15  of th e M iss.  Code A nn. ,  th e motor-
ist  sh al l  b e resp onsi b l e for any co urt fees impose d during th is proce ss.  
( 6 )  P ursu ant to § 6 3 - 3 - 12 15  of th e M iss.  Code A nn. ,  th e proh ib itions co ntained in th is 
§ 6 3 - 3 - 12 15  do not appl y to eve nts sa nct ioned b y th e City .

( 7 )  § 6 3 - 3 - 12 15  of th e M iss.  Code A nn.  sh al l  b e st rict l y enforce d b y th e Ja ckso n P ol ice  
D epartment in th e City of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi.  
T H E R E F O R E ,  I T  I S  F I N A L L Y  O R D A I N E D  b y th e City Counci l  of Ja ckso n,  th at th is O rdi-
nance  sh al l  b e in force  and effect ive  immediatel y after passa ge.

Counci l  M emb er S toke s move d adoption;  Counci l  M emb er L indsa y se co nded

Yeas – Banks, Foote, Lee, Lindsay, Stamps, Stokes and Tillman.
N ays –  N one.
A b se nt –  N one.

A T T E S T :

A ngel a H arris
M unici pal  Cl erk

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualifi ed Municipal Clerk and lawful custodian of 
reco rds and se al  of sa id City of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi,  ce rtify th at th e foregoing is a true 
and exa ct  c opy of an O rder passe d b y th e City Counci l  at its R egul ar Counci l  M eeting on 
June 8, 2021 and recorded in Minute Book “6T, Pgs. 173-174.”

WITNESS my signature and offi cial seal of offi ce, this the   7th   day of September, 2021.

S E A L         A ngel a H arris,  M unici pal  Cl erk

9 / 9 / 2 0 2 1
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S eal ed b ids w il l  b e rece ive d b y th e City Cl erk of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi,  at 2 19  S .  P resi dent 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 or at Post Offi ce Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205 
until  3 : 3 0  P M ,  l oca l  time ( CT ) ,  T uesd ay ,  S eptemb er 2 8 ,  2 0 2 1,  at w h ich  time th ey w il l  b e 
pub l ic l y opened and read al oud for:

The demolition and cleaning of parcel 613-198 located at 349 Savanna St.

T h e City of Ja cks on,  M issi ssi ppi ( “ City of Ja ckso n” )  is co mmitted to cu l tiva ting and 
ens uring th e q ual ity of l ife of its ci tize ns,  th rough  va rious programs,  empl oym ent,  
initiative s,  and assi s tance .   T h e City enco urages al l  perso ns,  co rporations,  and/ or 
entities doing b usi nes s w ith in th e City ,  as w el l  as th ose  w h o se ek to co ntract  w ith  th e City 
on va rious proj ect s and or co nduct  b usi ness in th e City ,  to assi st  th e City in ach ievi ng its 
goal  b y st rongl y co ns idering City resi dents  for empl oym ent opportunities.  

T h e City of Ja ck so n is co mmitted to th e princi pl e of non- discr imination in pub l ic 
co ntract ing.   I t is th e pol icy of th e City of Ja ckso n to promote ful l  and eq ual  b usi ness 
opportunity  for al l  perso ns doing b usi ness  w ith  th e City .    A s a pre- co ndition to se l ec tion,  
each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in accordance with the provisions of the 
City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Ordinance.  Failure to comply with 
th e City’ s  O rdinance  sh al l  disq ual ify a co ntract or,  b idder or offeror from b eing aw arded 
an eligible contract.  For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business 
Opportunity Program, please contact the Offi ce of Economic Development at 601-960-
1055.  Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are 
available at 200 South President Street, Room 223, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the 
Civ il  R igh ts  A ct  of 19 6 4 ,  as amended,  4 2  U . S . C.  2 0 0 0 d to 2 0 0 0 d- 4  th at al l  b idders  w il l  
b e afforded ful l  opportunity to su b mit b ids  in resp onse  to th is invi tation and w il l  not b e 
dis cr iminated agains t on th e grounds of race ,  co l or,  national  origin,  se x,  or disa b il ity in 
co nsi deration for an aw ard.

Contract Documents may be obtained from and/or examined at the offi ces of the 
Community  I mprove ment D ivi si on l oca ted at 2 0 0  S .  P resi dent S treet,  S uite 3 3 1,  
Ja c ks on,  M issi ssi ppi 3 9 2 0 1.  T el eph one 6 0 1. 9 6 0 . 10 5 4 .  P rosp ect ive  b idders may ob tain 
co pies of al l  material s  req uired for b idding purpose s.   T h ere is N O  ch arge for el ect ronic 
or e-mail copies.  Offi cial bid documents can be downloaded from Central Bidding at 
w w w . ce ntral b idding. co m.   E l ect ronic b ids ca n b e su b mitted at w w w . ce ntral b idding. c om.   
For any questions relating to the electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding 
at 2 2 5 - 8 10 - 4 8 14 .

Bid preparation will be in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.  The City reserves 
th e righ t to rej ect  any  and al l  b ids and to w aive  any and al l  irregul arities in resp ect  to any 
b id s ub mitted or to acce pt any b id w h ich  is  deemed most  favo rab l e to th e City of Ja ck so n.
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S eal ed b ids w il l  b e rece ive d b y th e City Cl erk of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi,  at 2 19  S .  P resi dent 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 or at Post Offi ce Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205 
until  3 : 3 0  P M ,  l oca l  time ( CT ) ,  T uesd ay ,  S eptemb er 2 8 ,  2 0 2 1,  at w h ich  time th ey w il l  b e 
pub l ic l y opened and read al oud for:

The demolition and cleaning of parcel 606-190 located at 2916 Greenwood Ave.

T h e City of Ja cks on,  M issi ssi ppi ( “ City of Ja ckso n” )  is co mmitted to cu l tiva ting and 
ens uring th e q ual ity of l ife of its ci tize ns,  th rough  va rious programs,  empl oym ent,  
initiative s,  and assi s tance .   T h e City enco urages al l  perso ns,  co rporations,  and/ or 
entities doing b usi nes s w ith in th e City ,  as w el l  as th ose  w h o se ek to co ntract  w ith  th e City 
on va rious proj ect s and or co nduct  b usi ness in th e City ,  to assi st  th e City in ach ievi ng its 
goal  b y st rongl y co ns idering City resi dents  for empl oym ent opportunities.  

T h e City of Ja ck so n is co mmitted to th e princi pl e of non- discr imination in pub l ic 
co ntract ing.   I t is th e pol icy of th e City of Ja ckso n to promote ful l  and eq ual  b usi ness 
opportunity  for al l  perso ns doing b usi ness  w ith  th e City .    A s a pre- co ndition to se l ec tion,  
each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in accordance with the provisions of the 
City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Ordinance.  Failure to comply with 
th e City’ s  O rdinance  sh al l  disq ual ify a co ntract or,  b idder or offeror from b eing aw arded 
an eligible contract.  For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business 
Opportunity Program, please contact the Offi ce of Economic Development at 601-960-
1055.  Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are 
available at 200 South President Street, Room 223, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 8.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all bidders will 
b e afforded ful l  opportunity to su b mit b ids  in resp onse  to th is invi tation and w il l  not b e 
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, or disability in 
co nsi deration for an aw ard.

Contract Documents may be obtained from and/or examined at the offi ces of the 
Community Improvement Division located at 200 S. President Street, Suite 331, 
Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Telephone 601.960.1054. Prospective bidders may obtain 
co pies of al l  material s  req uired for b idding purpose s.   T h ere is N O  ch arge for el ect ronic 
or e-mail copies.  Offi cial bid documents can be downloaded from Central Bidding at 
w w w . ce ntral b idding. co m.   E l ect ronic b ids ca n b e su b mitted at w w w . ce ntral b idding. c om.   
For any questions relating to the electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding 
at 225-810-4814.

Bid preparation will be in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.  The City reserves 
th e righ t to rej ect  any  and al l  b ids and to w aive  any and al l  irregul arities in resp ect  to any 
b id s ub mitted or to acce pt any b id w h ich  is  deemed most  favo rab l e to th e City of Ja ck so n.

L aT onya  M il l er,  M anager    
Community Improvement Division of Planning and Development 
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S eal ed b ids w il l  b e rece ive d b y th e City Cl erk of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi,  at 2 19  S .  P resi dent 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 or at Post Offi ce Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205 
until  3 : 3 0  P M ,  l oca l  time ( CT ) ,  T uesd ay ,  S eptemb er 2 8 ,  2 0 2 1,  at w h ich  time th ey w il l  b e 
pub l icl y opened and read al oud for:

The demolition and cleaning of parcel 633-194 located at 1409 Maria Dr.

T h e City of Ja cks on,  M issi ssi ppi ( “ City of Ja ckso n” )  is co mmitted to cu l tiva ting and 
ensu ring th e q ual ity of l ife of its ci tize ns,  th rough  va rious programs,  empl oym ent,  
initiative s,  and assi st ance .   T h e City enco urages al l  perso ns,  co rporations,  and/ or 
entities doing b usi ness w ith in th e City ,  as w el l  as th ose  w h o se ek to co ntract  w ith  th e City 
on va rious proj ect s and or co nduct  b usi ness in th e City ,  to assi st  th e City in ach ievi ng its 
goal  b y st rongl y co nsi dering City resi dents for empl oym ent opportunities.  

T h e City of Ja ckso n is co mmitted to th e princi pl e of non- discr imination in pub l ic 
co ntract ing.   I t is th e pol icy of th e City of Ja ckso n to promote ful l  and eq ual  b usi ness 
opportunity for al l  perso ns doing b usi ness w ith  th e City .    A s a pre- co ndition to se l ect ion,  
each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in accordance with the provisions of the 
City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Ordinance.  Failure to comply with 
th e City’ s O rdinance  sh al l  disq ual ify a co ntract or,  b idder or offeror from b eing aw arded 
an eligible contract.  For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business 
Opportunity Program, please contact the Offi ce of Economic Development at 601-960-
1055.  Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are 
available at 200 South President Street, Room 223, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 8.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all bidders will 
b e afforded ful l  opportunity to su b mit b ids in resp onse  to th is invi tation and w il l  not b e 
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, or disability in 
co nsi deration for an aw ard.

Contract Documents may be obtained from and/or examined at the offi ces of the 
Community Improvement Division located at 200 S. President Street, Suite 331, 
Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Telephone 601.960.1054. Prospective bidders may obtain 
co pies of al l  material s req uired for b idding purpose s.   T h ere is N O  ch arge for el ect ronic 
or e-mail copies.  Offi cial bid documents can be downloaded from Central Bidding at 
w w w . ce ntral b idding. co m.   E l ect ronic b ids ca n b e su b mitted at w w w . ce ntral b idding. co m.   
For any questions relating to the electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding 
at 225-810-4814.

Bid preparation will be in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.  The City reserves 
th e righ t to rej ect  any and al l  b ids and to w aive  any and al l  irregul arities in resp ect  to any 
b id su b mitted or to ac ce pt any b id w h ich  is deemed most  favo rab l e to th e City of Ja ckso n.

L aT onya  M il l er,  M anager    
Community Improvement Division of Planning and Development 
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S eal ed b ids w il l  b e rece ive d b y th e City Cl erk of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi,  at 2 19  S .  P resi dent 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 or at Post Offi ce Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205 
until  3 : 3 0  P M ,  l oca l  time ( CT ) ,  T uesd ay ,  S eptemb er 2 8 ,  2 0 2 1,  at w h ich  time th ey w il l  b e 
pub l icl y opened and read al oud for:

The demolition and cleaning of parcel 613-32 located at 116 Neatherwood Dr.

T h e City of Ja cks on,  M issi ssi ppi ( “ City of Ja ckso n” )  is co mmitted to cu l tiva ting and 
ensu ring th e q ual ity of l ife of its ci tize ns,  th rough  va rious programs,  empl oym ent,  
initiative s,  and assi st ance .   T h e City enco urages al l  perso ns,  co rporations,  and/ or 
entities doing b usi ness w ith in th e City ,  as w el l  as th ose  w h o se ek to co ntract  w ith  th e City 
on va rious proj ect s and or co nduct  b usi ness in th e City ,  to assi st  th e City in ach ievi ng its 
goal  b y st rongl y co nsi dering City resi dents for empl oym ent opportunities.  

T h e City of Ja ckso n is co mmitted to th e princi pl e of non- discr imination in pub l ic 
co ntract ing.   I t is th e pol icy of th e City of Ja ckso n to promote ful l  and eq ual  b usi ness 
opportunity for al l  perso ns doing b usi ness w ith  th e City .    A s a pre- co ndition to se l ect ion,  
each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in accordance with the provisions of the 
City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Ordinance.  Failure to comply with 
th e City’ s O rdinance  sh al l  disq ual ify a co ntract or,  b idder or offeror from b eing aw arded 
an eligible contract.  For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business 
Opportunity Program, please contact the Offi ce of Economic Development at 601-960-
1055.  Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are 
available at 200 South President Street, Room 223, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 8.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all bidders will 
b e afforded ful l  opportunity to su b mit b ids in resp onse  to th is invi tation and w il l  not b e 
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, or disability in 
co nsi deration for an aw ard.

Contract Documents may be obtained from and/or examined at the offi ces of the 
Community Improvement Division located at 200 S. President Street, Suite 331, 
Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Telephone 601.960.1054. Prospective bidders may obtain 
co pies of al l  material s req uired for b idding purpose s.   T h ere is N O  ch arge for el ect ronic 
or e-mail copies.  Offi cial bid documents can be downloaded from Central Bidding at 
w w w . ce ntral b idding. co m.   E l ect ronic b ids ca n b e su b mitted at w w w . ce ntral b idding. co m.   
For any questions relating to the electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding 
at 225-810-4814.

Bid preparation will be in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.  The City reserves 
th e righ t to rej ect  any and al l  b ids and to w aive  any and al l  irregul arities in resp ect  to any 
b id su b mitted or to ac ce pt any b id w h ich  is deemed most  favo rab l e to th e City of Ja ckso n.

L aT onya  M il l er,  M anager    
Community Improvement Division of Planning and Development 
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
HOLMES COUNTY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Notice is hereby given that the HOLMES COUNTY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT will receive SEALED BIDS VIA REVERSE AUCTION for the purchase of 

the following:

Bids will be received by an Electronic Reverse Auction Sealed Bidding Process 
administ ered b y S outh ern P rocu rement S ervi ce s at w h ich  time b idding w il l  b egin and 
run until  S uppl iers h ave  co mpl eted entering al l  b ids.   T h ereafter,  b ids w il l  b e take n under 
advi se ment and aw arded acco rdingl y .   

A complete bid package which contains bid instructions and specifi cation response 
sh eets may b e ob tained b y email ing v augh n@ so uth ernprocu rement. co m and req uest ing 
a co mpl ete b id packa ge.   T h e fol l ow ing must  b e pl ace d in th e S ub j ect  L ine of th e email :

H ol mes County S ch ool s –  T ech nol ogy I tems

Vendors will then receive instructions as to how to register with Southern Procurement 
to rece ive  a co mpl ete b id packa ge.   P l ease  incl ude ful l  co ntact  information,  incl uding 
co mpany name,  email  address,  tel eph one numb ers and co ntact  perso n in yo ur email  
request.  Email requests will be fi lled within 24 hours of submission or registration.  
R egist ration w ith  S outh ern P rocu rement and acce ptance  of th e S outh ern P rocu rement 
P l atform A greement is not optional  and is req uired in order to partici pate in th is b idding 
event.  No exceptions will be made.

Specifi cation responses must be submitted for this bid event in order to be considered for 
this bidding opportunity.  Bid responses should be delivered to:
Vaughn Blaylock
S outh ern P rocu rement
va ugh n@ so uth ernprocu rement. co m

DO NOT INCL8DE PRICING INFORMATION WITH YO8R SPECIFICATION RESPONSE.  
BIDS WILL ONLY BE TA.EN ONLINE AT THE APPOINTED TIME AND DATE.

4uestions regarding these specifi cations shall be directed to Vaughn Blaylock, Southern 
P rocu rement.

N o b id sh al l  b e w ith draw n after th e sch edul ed date and time of th e b eginning of th e 
bidding event without the written consent of the Purchasing Entity.  Within the limitations 
of M issi ssi ppi S tate P urch asi ng L aw ,  th e P urch asi ng E ntity rese rve s th e righ t to rej ect  
any or al l  b ids rece ive d,  to w aive  any informal ities or irregul arities in th e b ids rece ive d,  or 
to acce pt any b id w h ich  is deemed most  favo rab l e.   

Dr. Furlinda Travis
Director, Federal Programs
Holmes County Consolidated School District

9/9/2021, 9/16/2021
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S eal ed b ids w il l  b e rece ive d b y th e City Cl erk of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi,  at 2 19  S .  P resi dent 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 or at Post Offi ce Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205 
until  3 : 3 0  P M ,  l oca l  time ( CT ) ,  T uesd ay ,  S eptemb er 2 8 ,  2 0 2 1,  at w h ich  time th ey w il l  b e 
pub l ic l y opened and read al oud for:

The demolition and cleaning of parcel 721-683 located at 2373 Lake Glen Dr.

T h e City of Ja cks on,  M issi ssi ppi ( “ City of Ja ckso n” )  is co mmitted to cu l tiva ting and 
ens uring th e q ual ity of l ife of its ci tize ns,  th rough  va rious programs,  empl oym ent,  
initiative s,  and assi s tance .   T h e City enco urages al l  perso ns,  co rporations,  and/ or 
entities doing b usi nes s w ith in th e City ,  as w el l  as th ose  w h o se ek to co ntract  w ith  th e City 
on va rious proj ect s and or co nduct  b usi ness in th e City ,  to assi st  th e City in ach ievi ng its 
goal  b y st rongl y co ns idering City resi dents  for empl oym ent opportunities.  

T h e City of Ja ck so n is co mmitted to th e princi pl e of non- discr imination in pub l ic 
co ntract ing.   I t is th e pol icy of th e City of Ja ckso n to promote ful l  and eq ual  b usi ness 
opportunity  for al l  perso ns doing b usi ness  w ith  th e City .    A s a pre- co ndition to se l ec tion,  
each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in accordance with the provisions of the 
City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Ordinance.  Failure to comply with 
th e City’ s  O rdinance  sh al l  disq ual ify a co ntract or,  b idder or offeror from b eing aw arded 
an eligible contract.  For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business 
Opportunity Program, please contact the Offi ce of Economic Development at 601-960-
1055.  Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are 
available at 200 South President Street, Room 223, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 8.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all bidders will 
b e afforded ful l  opportunity to su b mit b ids  in resp onse  to th is invi tation and w il l  not b e 
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, or disability in 
co nsi deration for an aw ard.

Contract Documents may be obtained from and/or examined at the offi ces of the 
Community Improvement Division located at 200 S. President Street, Suite 331, 
Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Telephone 601.960.1054. Prospective bidders may obtain 
co pies of al l  material s  req uired for b idding purpose s.   T h ere is N O  ch arge for el ect ronic 
or e-mail copies.  Offi cial bid documents can be downloaded from Central Bidding at 
w w w . ce ntral b idding. co m.   E l ect ronic b ids ca n b e su b mitted at w w w . ce ntral b idding. c om.   
For any questions relating to the electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding 
at 225-810-4814.

Bid preparation will be in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.  The City reserves 
th e righ t to rej ect  any  and al l  b ids and to w aive  any and al l  irregul arities in resp ect  to any 
b id s ub mitted or to acce pt any b id w h ich  is  deemed most  favo rab l e to th e City of Ja ck so n.

L aT onya  M il l er,  M anager    
Community Improvement Division of Planning and Development 
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-316-8630

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.  
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Deanco Auction  601-656-9768   www.deancoauction.com
1042 Holland Ave (PO Box 1248) • Philadelphia, Mississippi 39350         Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733, MSGL #835

10% Buyers Premium on the first $5000 of each lot and then a 2% buyers premium and the remaining balance of each lot.

HUGE 1-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
Wednesday, Sept. 15th

Auction Starts at 9:00am
1042 Holland Ave • Philadelphia, Mississippi

Online Bidding Available - No Minimums or Reserves

Selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors, Specialty Trucks, Trailers, Farm
Tractors, All types of Construction Equipment including Dozers,
Hydraulic Excavators, Motor Graders, Motor Scrapers, Rubber-tired
Loaders, Loader Backhoes, Skid Steer Loaders, Trenchers, Cranes,
Forklifts, Pickups, Vehicles, RTVs, Mowers, Attachments, Misc. & More

Deanco Auction  601-656-9768   www.deancoauction.com
1042 Holland Ave (PO Box 1248) • Philadelphia, Mississippi 39350         Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733, MSGL #835

10% Buyers Premium on the first $5000 of each lot and then a 2% buyers premium and the remaining balance of each lot.

HUGE 1-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
Wednesday, Sept. 15th

Auction Starts at 9:00am
1042 Holland Ave • Philadelphia, Mississippi

Online Bidding Available - No Minimums or Reserves

Selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors, Specialty Trucks, Trailers, Farm
Tractors, All types of Construction Equipment including Dozers,
Hydraulic Excavators, Motor Graders, Motor Scrapers, Rubber-tired
Loaders, Loader Backhoes, Skid Steer Loaders, Trenchers, Cranes,
Forklifts, Pickups, Vehicles, RTVs, Mowers, Attachments, Misc. & More

Deanco Auction  601-656-9768   www.deancoauction.com
1042 Holland Ave (PO Box 1248) • Philadelphia, Mississippi 39350         Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733, MSGL #835

10% Buyers Premium on the first $5000 of each lot and then a 2% buyers premium and the remaining balance of each lot.

HUGE 1-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
Wednesday, Sept. 15th

Auction Starts at 9:00am
1042 Holland Ave • Philadelphia, Mississippi

Online Bidding Available - No Minimums or Reserves

Selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors, Specialty Trucks, Trailers, Farm
Tractors, All types of Construction Equipment including Dozers,
Hydraulic Excavators, Motor Graders, Motor Scrapers, Rubber-tired
Loaders, Loader Backhoes, Skid Steer Loaders, Trenchers, Cranes,
Forklifts, Pickups, Vehicles, RTVs, Mowers, Attachments, Misc. & More

PASS
3.792 x 2

48 Web
3.556 x 2

46 Web
3.33 x 2

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

O�er ends 11/15/21.

“All o�ers require credit quali�cation, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. 
Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit quali�cation.

2-YEAR TV PRICE
GUARANTEE 190 CHANNELS

Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

FREE

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 
Duo DVR ($5 discount for 24 months) or Wally/211

SMART 
HD DVR 

INCLUDED

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 

INCLUDED

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper * Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper * Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 

INCLUDEDINCLUDEDINCLUDEDINCLUDEDINCLUDEDINCLUDEDINCLUDEDINCLUDEDINCLUDEDINCLUDED

FREE
STREAMING 

ON ALL 
YOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICES

FREE
VOICE 

REMOTE

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 
internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device. 

Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature.

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 

1-877-628-3143 

$6499
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99
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ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

O�er ends 11/15/21.

“All o�ers require credit quali�cation, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. 
Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit quali�cation.

2-YEAR TV PRICE
GUARANTEE 190 CHANNELS

Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

FREE

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 
Duo DVR ($5 discount for 24 months) or Wally/211

SMART 
HD DVR 

INCLUDED

FREE
STREAMING 

ON ALL 
YOUR DEVICES

FREE
VOICE 

REMOTE

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 
internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device. 

Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature.

1-877-628-3143 

$6499

3.792 x 6 3.556 x 6

LEGAL

 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

SIGN VARIANCE FOR UBS 

THE JAC.SON CITY CO8NCIL WILL COND8CT A P8BLIC HEARING ON THE SIGN 
VARIANCES FOR 8BS TO RECEIVE CITI=EN INP8T IS SCHED8LED FOR T8ESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 14, 2021 AT 10:00 A.M. IN CO8NCIL CHAMBERS AT THE CITY HALL 
B8ILDING, 219 SO8TH PRESIDENT STREET, JAC.SON, MS, 39201.  INTERESTED 
CITI=ENS ARE ENCO8RAGED TO ATTEND.  PLEASE CONTACT THE SIGNS 	 LI-
CENSE DIVISION (601) 960-1154 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

9 / 2 / 2 0 2 1  9 / 9 / 2 0 2 1

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
HOLMES COUNTY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Notice is hereby given that the HOLMES COUNTY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT will receive SEALED BIDS for the purchase of PROFESSIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES: 

T h e dis tric t is  req ues ting for s eal ed b id propos al s  in th e areas  of E ngl is h / L anguage A rts ,  
M ath ematic s ,  S c ienc e,  S oc ial  S tudies ,  I ntegrating T ec h nol ogy ,  A CT  T raining,  I ns truc tional  
Support Services, Exceptional Education Services, and Multi-Tiered System of Support 
(MTSS) for Curriculum Development. The Proposal Due Date is September 23, 2021.
RFP Submission Requirements: 

Submit 5 copies of the RFP response in one sealed package with Professional Develop-
ment for S erv ic es  for A dminis trativ e and I ns truc tional  S taff indic ated on th e outs ide of th e 
pac k age b y  9 / 2 3 / 2 0 2 1 to th e fol l ow ing addres s :

Shaquita Burke, Financial Advisor
Holmes County Consolidated School District
Post Offi ce Box 630
3 13  O l iv e S t.  
Lexington, MS 39095

A complete bid package which contains bid instructions and general specifi cations may be 
obtained by visiting the Holmes County Consolidated School District’s website: 
http://holmesccsd.org. All questions regarding the bid specifi cations shall be emailed di-
rec tl y  to 

Dr. Furlinda Travis, Federal Programs Director
furl inda. trav is @ h ol mes c c s d. org
Holmes County Consolidated School District
 (662) 843-2175 (offi ce)
(662) 834-4002 (Fax)

P l eas e inc l ude ful l  c ontac t information,  inc l uding c ompany  name,  email  addres s ,  tel e-
phone numbers and contact person in your email request. Within the limitations of Mis-
s is s ippi S tate P urc h as ing L aw ,  th e P urc h as ing E ntity  res erv es  th e righ t to rej ec t any  or al l  
b ids  rec eiv ed,  to w aiv e any  informal ities  or irregul arities  in th e b ids  rec eiv ed,  or to ac c ept 
any  b id w h ic h  is  deemed mos t fav orab l e.   

9/9/2021, 9/16/2021

LEGAL

9/9/2021, 9/16/2021, 9/23/2021, 



COMPUTER AND IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN TRAINING
PROGRAMS From Ultimate Medical
Academy Offer Quality Healthcare
Education to Students 100% online.-
Ultimate Medical Academy: 1-866-664-
4140

GENERAC STANDBY GENERATORS
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a free quote today! Call
for additional terms and conditions. 1-
844-316-8630

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior and
Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-1028
NEVER PAY FOR COVERED HOME
REPAIRS AGAIN! Complete Care Home
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE.
$200.00 OFF + 2 FREE Months! 866-
934-1258
UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful
New Blinds and Shades. FREE in-home
estimates make it convenient to shop
from home. Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA. Call for free
consultation: 833-822-2608. Ask about
our specials!

AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save! Call: 833-678-0500
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
www.dental50plus.com/mspress #6258

SAVE UP TO 80% ON YOUR MEDICA-
TION. Eliquis, Xarelto, Viagra, Cialis and
more. Licensed and Certified. Lowest
Price Guaranteed. Call 855-813-7051
and get free shipping on your first order.
(Open M-F)
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-
ING available in over 90 newspapers at
one flat rate. To place your order for
statewide advertising, call Mississippi
Press Services at 601-981-3060.

DIRECTV FOR $69.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Package. Watch
your favorite live sports, news and enter-
tainment anywhere. One year of HBO
Max FREE. Directv is #1 in Customer
Satisfaction (JD Power and Assoc.) Call
for more details! (some restrictions apply)
Call 1-855-978-3110

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
8 7 7 - 6 2 8 -
3143

LIFE ALERT. One press of a button
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home and on
the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
855-686-5548 FREE Brochure.
STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR
DISEASE are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-855-393-
5067.

Week of September 05, 2021

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g I n s u r a n c e

H o m e I m p r o v e m e n t

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

F o r S a l e

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

Advertising Solution! 
Statewide Classifieds!

90+ newspapers for one low rate!

To order your advertising, call:

Mississippi Press Services
Sue Hicks, 601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3 118  Liv ing st o n R o a d
CASH & CARRY
C a pit o l St r eet   a nd Mo num ent  St r eet
CITY HALL
219  S Pr esident  St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
26 5 9  Liv ing st o n R o a d
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 9 5 7 N o r t hv iew D r  ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
203 0 N  Siwell R d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
43 3 1 H ig hwa y 8 0W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5 9 9 0 Medg a r  E v er s B lv d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 C a pit o l St  ( D o wnt o wn J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 04 B r ia r wo o d D r
DOLLAR GENERAL 
28 5 5  Mc D o well R d
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Ter r y R d
J & A FUEL STORES
3 249  Medg a r  E v er s  B lv d.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
23 25  Liv ing st o n R d.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
N o r t hside D r iv e
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
6 5 3  D uling  A v enue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
J a c kso n Medic a l Ma ll 
3 5 0 W  W o o dr o w W ilso n A v enue
SHELL FOOD MART
5 49 2 W a t kins D r iv e

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6 3 9 4 R idg ewo o d R d ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Ter r y R d ( So ut h J a c kso n)
WALGREENS 
3 8 0 W .  W o o dr o w W ilso n A v e

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - &anton, MS
B & B
702 :est 1orth Street - &anton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 1orth Liberty - &anton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
&hurch Street - &anton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - &anton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther .ing Drive - &anton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - &anton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 &hurch Street - &anton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 :est Fulton Street - &anton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - &anton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - &anton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 :estside Drive - &anton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125  Swing ing  B r idg e  D r .
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5 777 Ter r y R o a d
CITY HALL
Ter r y  R o a d

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - &linton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
a t  E x it  78
CITY HALL 
W est   C unning ha m   A v enue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
5 05  E .  Ma in St r eet
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port *ibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 (. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 :. &ourt Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 &ourtyard STuare, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi H wy 18
PITT STOP 
101 H wy 18  &  27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALLSudoku

7Ke FKallenge is to fill eYery roZ aFross, eYery Folumn doZn, and eYery 
3x3 Eox ZitK tKe digits 1 tKrougK �. EaFK 1 tKrougK � digit must appear 
only onFe in eaFK roZ aFross, eaFK Folumn doZn, and eaFK 3x3 Eox.

© Feature Exchange

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1 .  Fo r m a l  “ y o u r ”
2 .  Fr e n c h  _ _ _ ,  i n s t r u m e n t
3 .  U . S.  Ai r  Fo r c e
4 .  Sh a f t
5 .  Le s s  t h a n  t w o
6 .  St i c k s
7 .  R e m o v e
8 .  B u r i a l  c h a m b e r
1 0 .  M u s i c i a n  ( 3  w d s . )
1 4 .  G i v e  a  n e w  t i t l e
1 7 .  Di m
1 8 .  T i p p e d
1 9 .  Lo w e s t  p o i n t
2 0 .  B a n a l
23. Air (prefix)
2 4 .  De e d
2 5 .  O t h e r w i s e
27. Unrefined metal

ACROSS  
1 .  So u n d
5. Organization of Petroleum Exporting 
    Co u n t r i e s
9 .  T u b e
1 0 .  Se a s o n e r  m a k e r s
1 1 .  Sp o k e n
1 2 .  De t a i n
13. Unroll, like a flag
1 5 .  Cl a i r v o y a n c e
1 6 .  M o t i o n l e s s  s t a n c e  o f  a  h u n t i n g  d o g  
      i n  p o i n t i n g  g a m e  ( 2  w d s . )
1 8 .  Ae r i a l
2 1 .  St i c k y  b l a c k  s u b s t a n c e
2 2 .  M e t a l  b r a c k e t  t h a t  h o l d s  s t o n e s  
       t o g e t h e r
26. Expression
2 8 .  R e e l
2 9 .  L
30. Extremely long time periods
3 1 .  Le a f  m a k e r
3 2 .  R e m a r k © Feature Exchange

Sudoku Solution

© Feature Exchange

Crossword Solution

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Robin Williams

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange
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G r a m m y  Aw a r d - w i n n i n g  
r e c o r d i n g  a r t i s t ,  Le c r a e ,  h a s  
p a r t n e r e d  w i t h  Ex p e r i a n  N o r t h  
Am e r i c a ,  a  l e a d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  
s e r v i c e s  c o m p a n y ,  t o  p r e s e n t ,  
“ P r o t e c t  T h e  B a g , ”  a  s i x - p a r t  
w e b  s e r i e s ,  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  v i e w -
e r s  w i t h  a  b l u e p r i n t  f o r  b u i l d i n g  
a fi nanFial legaFy.

T h e  v i d e o  s e r i e s  p r o d u c e d  b y  
Le c r a e ’ s  p r o d u c t i o n  c o m p a n y ,  
3  St r a n d  Fi l m s ,  p r e m i e r e s  Fa l l  
2 0 2 1 ,  a n d  g u i d e s  a u d i e n c e s  
tKrougK tKe ins and outs of fi �
nanFial KealtK.

T h r o u g h  s h o r t  s k e t c h e s  a n d  
tKe Kelp of some KigK�profi le 
s p e c i a l  g u e s t s ,  Le c r a e  w i l l  b r e a k  
doZn tKe EasiFs of fi nanFial lit�
e r a c y  a n d  c r e d i t  e d u c a t i o n  t o  
h e l p  v i e w e r s  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  t o  
EalanFe tKeir fi nanFial needs of 
today, ZitK tKose of tomorroZ.

“ I a m  o n  a  m i s s i o n  t o  s p r e a d  
tKe Zord on fi nanFial eduFation 
b e c a u s e  I w a s n ’ t  e d u c a t e d  a b o u t  

m o n e y  a n d  d i d n ’ t  k n o w  a b o u t  
Eudgeting,´ /eFrae explained. 
“ I d i d n ’ t  k n o w  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  

t h e  c o s t  o f  t h i n g s  o r  w h a t  t o  p a y  
off fi rst EeFause , Must didn¶t 
KaYe a strategy.´ +e EelieYes 

t h a t  t h r o u g h  h i s  u n i q u e  v i s i o n ,  
p a r t n e r e d  w i t h  Ex p e r i a n ’ s  e x -
pertise, tKe message of fi nanFial 
h e a l t h  a n d  i n c l u s i o n  w i l l  b e  e m -
EraFed.

Ea c h  e p i s o d e  w i l l  c o v e r  a  
key point of Euilding a fi nanFial 
l e g a c y  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  u n d e r s t a n d -
i n g  m o n e y  a n d  u t i l i z i n g  c h e c k -
ing and saYings aFFounts. OtKer 
t o p i c s  i n c l u d e  b u d g e t i n g ,  s a v -
i n g ,  p r o t e c t i n g  o n e ’ s  i d e n t i t y ,  
deEt and inYesting.

T h i s  p a r t n e r s h i p  i s  p a r t  o f  
Ex p e r i a n ’ s  U n i t e d  f o r  Fi n a n c i a l  
+ealtK, a gloEal fi nanFial reFoY�
e r y  i n i t i a t i v e  t h a t  h e l p s  e d u c a t e  
a n d  e m p o w e r  v u l n e r a b l e  c o n -
sumers around tKeir fi nanFes 
a n d  m i n o r i t y  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r s  
around fi nanFial KealtK.

U n d e r  t h i s  p r o g r a m ,  Le c r a e  
preYiously supported tKe +ome 
P r e s e r v a t i o n  G r a n t ,  a n  Ex p e r i a n  

p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  N AACP  
t o  p r o v i d e  m o r t g a g e  r e l i e f  t o  
h o m e o w n e r s  n e g a t i v e l y  i m p a c t -
ed Ey &O9,'�1�.

“ Cr e d i t  e d u c a t i o n  i s n ’ t  a l -
w a y s  t a u g h t  i n  h o m e s  a n d  
sFKools. ,n faFt, a reFent Ex�
p e r i a n  s u r v e y  s h o w s  a l m o s t  o n e  
i n  t h r e e  ( 3 0 % )  o f  y o u n g  a d u l t s  
w i s h  t h e y  l e a r n e d  h o w  t o  b u i l d  
c r e d i t  o r  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  c r e d i t  
s c o r e s  b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  a d u l t -
h o o d , ”  s a i d  W i l  Le w i s ,  c h i e f  
d i v e r s i t y ,  e q u i t y  a n d  i n c l u s i o n  
offi Fer for Experian. ³:e¶re ex�
c i t e d  t o  p a r t n e r  w i t h  Le c r a e  f o r  
’ P r o t e c t  T h e  B a g ’  a n d  s e e  t h i s  
a s  a n  i n n o v a t i v e  w a y  t o  r e a c h  
y o u n g  c o n s u m e r s  s o  t h e y  c a n  
start tKeir fi nanFial KealtK Mour�
ney on tKe rigKt foot.´

P r o t e c t  T h e  B a g  w i l l  p r e m i e r e  
o n  Le c r a e ’ s  Y o u T u b e  c h a n n e l  
and soFial media platforms.

O n  t h e  e v e n i n g  o f  Se p t e m b e r  2 ,  
Mournalist 5oland 0artin, tKe Kost 
of �5oland0artinUnfi ltered, an�
n o u n c e d  a n  o v e r - t h e - t o p  m e d i a  ( o r  
O T T )  n e t w o r k  t h a t  w i l l  b r o a d c a s t  
d i r e c t l y  t o  v i e w e r s  f r e e  v i a  t h e  i n -
ternet and a pKone app. 7Ke neZ 
b l a c k  o w n e d  n e t w o r k ,  B l a c k  St a r  
1etZork (Furated Ey 5oland 6. 
0artin), Zill feature neZ sKoZs 
a n d  l i v e  s t r e a m  b l a c k  n e w s  a n d  
i n f o r m a t i o n  f o c u s e d  o n  n e w s ,  p o l i -
tiFs, teFKnology and Fulture.

7Ke fi rst interYieZ to deEut on 
B l a c k  St a r  N e t w o r k  w i l l  b e  w i t h  
l e g e n d a r y  c i v i l  r i g h t s  a t t o r n e y  Fr e d  
*ray, on 6eptemEer �. *ray, �0, 

w a s  t h e  l e g a l  m a s t e r m i n d  b e h i n d  
s e v e r a l  c i v i l  r i g h t s  v i c t o r i e s  a n d  a n  
adYisor to 'r. 0artin /utKer .ing 
-r.

0artin announFed Kis neZ net�
w o r k  o n  t h e  t h i r d  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  
�5oland0artinUnfi ltered, tKe fi rst 
daily digital sKoZ speFifi Fally 
t a r g e t i n g  Af r i c a n - Am e r i c a n  a u d i -
enFes fi Ye days a Zeek. 7Ke sKoZ 
Kas enMoyed expansiYe audienFe 
g r o w t h  a v e r a g i n g  2 0  t o  3 0  m i l l i o n  
YieZs a montK.

U n l i k e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  b l a c k  c o n -
t e n t  r e l a t e d  n e w s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  
p l a t f o r m s ,  B l a c k  St a r  N e t w o r k  i s  
100 perFent ElaFk�oZned.

B l a c k  St a r  N e t w o r k  w i l l  b e  a v a i l -
a b l e  o n  a l l  p l a t f o r m s  i n c l u d i n g  

Apple79, 5oku, 6amsung, ;%ox 
and Amazon )ire79. 7Ke neZ net�
w o r k ’ s  c o n t e n t  w i l l  a l s o  b e  c a r r i e d  
o n  a  p h o n e  a p p  f o r  Ap p l e  a n d  An -
droid pKones at %laFk 6tar 1etZork. 
T h e  n e t w o r k ’ s  w e b s i t e ,  B l a c k St a r -
1etZork.Fom is also noZ liYe.

Ev e n  t h o u g h  m a n y  o t h e r  T V  n e t -
w o r k s  c h a r g e  v i e w e r s  t o  s e e  c o n -
tent, %laFk 6tar 1etZork Zill not.

“ A l o t  o f  o u r  p e o p l e  s i m p l y  c a n -
n o t  a f f o r d  t o  p a y  f o r  a  s t r e a m i n g  
serYiFe. :e purposely FKose to 
keep tKis free. :e purposely FKose 
f o r  p e o p l e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  a c c e s s  o u r  
c o n t e n t  –  t h a t ’ s  w h a t  w e ’ v e  d o n e  
ZitK tKis sKoZ as Zell,´ 0artin 
said referring to �5oland0arti�
nUnfi ltered. 7Ke netZork Zill Ee 

ad supported.
0artin¶s sKoZ �5oland0arti�

nUnfi ltered Kas Eeen streaming 
l i v e  o n  Y o u T u b e ,  In s t a g r a m ,  Fa c e -
b o o k  a n d  T w i t t e r  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  
o f  t h e  s h o w ’ s  B r i n g  t h e  Fu n k  Fa n  
Cl u b  d o n a t i o n s  w h i c h  h a v e  t o t a l e d  
o v e r  a  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  t h e  l a s t  1 8  
montKs.

0artin reFently announFed tKe 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  n e w  s t u d i o  s p a c e  
in :asKington, '.&. Flose to 7Ke 
:Kite +ouse.

7Ke Yeteran Mournalist, ZKo Kails 
from +ouston, also Kas plans to 
a n n o u n c e  B l a c k  St a r  N e t w o r k ’ s  
2 4 - h o u r  s t r e a m i n g  c h a n n e l  t o  b e  
launFKed during tKe fi rst Tuarter of 
2022.

T h e  i n t e r n e t  i s  b u z z i n g  w i t h  
neZs iFoniF aFtor 0iFKael .. 
:illiams Kas died. 0ultiple me�
dia outlets inFluding 7Ke +ol�
lyZood 5eporter are reporting 
t he  c e l e b r a t e d  a c t o r  w h o  p l a y e d  
s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  
a nd c o m p l i c a t e d  c h a r a c t e r s  o n  
t e l e vi s i o n  i n c l u d i n g  O m a r  o n  
7Ke :ire (+%O), &Kalky :Kite 
on %oardZalk Empire (+%O), 
0ontrose )reeman on /oYeFraft 
&ountry (+%O), %oEEy 0F&ray 
in :Ken 7Key 6ee Us (1etfl ix), 
-aFk *ee in %essie (+%O) and 
/eonard Pine in +ap and /eon�
ard (A0&), Zas found dead in 
Kis apartment, 6ept. 6.

B or n  i n  B r o o k l y n  t o  a  B a -
ha m i a n  m o t h e r  a n d  f a t h e r  
f r om  G r e e n v i l l e ,  SC,  W i l l i a m s  
starred in oYer 111 produFtions. 
+e trained as an aFtor ZitK tKe 
N a t i o n a l  B l a c k  T h e a t e r  Co m -
pany in 1eZ <ork &ity.

W i l l i a m s  w h o  w a s  k n o w n  
f or  a  s c a r  d o w n  t h e  f r o n t  o f  h i s  
faFe ZKiFK Ke got in a Ear fi gKt 
i n hi s  t w e n t i e s ,  w a s  d i s c o v e r e d  

b y  t h e  l a t e  a c t o r  a n d  r a p p e r  T u -
paF 6Kakur. +e Zas Fast as +igK 
T o p ,  t h e  b r o t h e r  a n d  h e n c h m a n  
t o  Sh a k u r ’ s  d r u g  k i n g p i n  T a n k ,  
in tKe fi lm %ullet (1��6). 

+e also appeared in numer�
o u s  m u s i c  v i d e o s  o f  s u p e r s t a r s  
like *eorge 0iFKael and 0a�
d o n n a  a n d  w a s  p h o t o g r a p h e d  
b y  w o r l d - f a m o u s  p h o t o g r a p h e r  

'aYid /a&Kappelle.
A s t a r  o f  m a n y  t a l e n t s ,  W i l -

l i a m s  a l s o  c h o r e o g r a p h e d  Cr y s -
t a l  W a t e r ’ s  1 9 9 4  s i n g l e ,  “ 1 0 0 %  
Pure /oYe.´ :illiams Fred�
i t s  h i s  c h i l d h o o d  f r i e n d  Da n a  
“ Q u e e n  La t i f a h ”  O w e n s  a s  h i s  
i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  
musiF Eusiness.

W i l l i a m s  r e c e i v e d  t h r e e  P r i -
m e t i m e  Em m y  a w a r d s  f o r  O u t -
s t a n d i n g  Su p p o r t i n g  Ac t o r  i n  
a /imited 6eries or 0oYie for 
h i s  w o r k  i n  B e s s i e  ( 2 0 1 5 ) ,  T h e  
1igKt Of (2016) and :Ken 
7Key 6ee Us (201�).

T h e  t h e s p i a n  a l s o  w o n  a  
Sc r e e n  Ac t o r s  G u i l d  a w a r d  f o r  
O u t s t a n d i n g  En s e m b l e  i n  T e l e -
v i s i o n  f o r  h i s  r o l e  a s  Ch a l k y  
W h i t e  o n  B o a r d w a l k  Em p i r e  
a n d  m o s t  r e c e n t l y  w o n  t h e  Cr i t -
i c s ’  Ch o i c e  T e l e v i s i o n  Aw a r d  
f o r  B e s t  Su p p o r t i n g  Ac t o r  i n  
a  Dr a m a  Se r i e s  f o r  h i s  r o l e  a s  
0ontrose )reeman in /oYeFraft 
&ountry.

W i l l i a m s  w a s  i n  a  l o n g - t e r m  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  a c t r e s s  a n d  d i -
r e c t o r  T a s h a  Sm i t h  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  
Kis passing.

:illiams Zas 5�.

Award-winning artist Lecrae is on a mission to spread awareness on fi nancial education. PHOTO BY ROB KIM/
GETTY IMAGES 

Martin

Michael Kenneth Williams at the 
premiere of The Public, 2018 
Toronto Film Festival PHOTO: 
WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Grammy-Award Winning Artist Lecrae 
partners with Experian North America

to talN aEoXt the Easics of fi QaQcial health
T he “ P rotect T he B ag ”  w eb- series w ill tak e you from F O MO  to leg acy building

Black Star Network: Roland Martin 
announces new black TV network

IN MEMORIAM: Michael K. 
Williams, star of ‘The Wire’ and 
‘Lovecraft Country’ dead at 54

 By Lauren Victoria Burke
NNPA Newswire Contributor

 By Nsenga K. Burton, Ph.D. 
NNPA Newswire Culture 
and Entertainment Editor

Getting a COVID-19 vaccine adds 
one more layer of protection.

This a d is a  public  ser v ic e 
o f  The Mississippi Link in 
pa r t ner ship wit h t he Met r o  
J a c kso n Sec t io n o f  N C N W .  

I GOT MY 
COVID-19 
VACCINE

www.cdc.gov

Special to The Mississippi Link



T h i s  m o r n i n g ,  y o u r  h e a d  h u r t  
s o m e t h i n g  t e r r i b l e .

Is  i t  a n y t h i n g  t o  w o r r y  a b o u t ?  
Y o u r  g r a n d f a t h e r  h a d  h e a r t  p r o b -
l e m s  a n d  d i e d  a f t e r  a  s t r o k e .  Y o u r  
g r a n d m o t h e r  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  d i a -
b e t e s  a n d  y o u  k n o w  t h e r e ’ s  g o t  
t o  b e  a  w a y  t o  a v o i d  t h e i r  f a t e s .  
Do e s  y o u r  h e a d a c h e  h a v e  a n y -
t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  t h a t ?  Do  y o u  
n e e d  “ B l a c k  H e a l t h  M a t t e r s ”  b y  
R i c h a r d  W .  W a l k e r ,  J r . ,  M D t o  
c a l m  y o u r  f e a r s ?

W h i l e  g r o w i n g  u p  i n  Sp a n -
i s h  H a r l e m  y e a r s  a g o ,  W a l k e r  

n o t i c e d  h o w  m u c h  d i s e a s e s  l i k e  
h e a r t  d i s e a s e ,  d i a b e t e s  a n d  k i d -
n e y  f a i l u r e  a f f e c t e d  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  
h i s  n e i g h b o r h o o d .  It  m a d e  h i i m  
“ a n g r y , ”  h e  s a y s ,  a n d  i t  s p u r r e d  
h i m  t o  s t u d y  m e d i c i n e  a s  a  p r o -
f e s s i o n .

It  s t i l l  d i s m a y s  h i m  t h a t  “ p o o r  
h e a l t h  a m o n g  o u r  b l a c k  p o p u l a -
t i o n ”  i s  a l m o s t  e p i d e m i c  b u t  t h e r e  
i s  a  s o l u t i o n .  W a l k e r  s a y s  t h a t  i f  
y o u  t a k e  a n  “ a p p r o a c h  t o  w e l l -
n e s s ”  a n d  t a k e  s t e p s  t o  r e m a i n  
h e a l t h i e r ,  y o u  c o u l d  l o w e r  y o u r  
c h a n c e s  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  m o r e -
c o m m o n  b u t  m o s t - s e r i o u s  d i s e a s -
e s  t h a t  p l a g u e  a  h i g h e r  n u m b e r  o f  

Af r i c a n - Am e r i c a n  p e o p l e .
Fi r s t  o f  a l l ,  h e  s a y s ,  b e  a w a r e  

o f  y o u r  “ g u t - m i c r o b i o m e - b r a i n ”  
c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  k n o w  w h a t  f o o d s  
a r e  b e s t  f o r  y o u .  K n o w  w h a t  n o t  
t o  e a t ,  t o o ,  a n d  h o w  p r o b i o t i c s  
c a n  h e l p  y o u r  “ G M B . ”  T h e n ,  e s -
p e c i a l l y  i f  y o u  c o u l d  s t a n d  t o  l o s e  
a  f e w  p o u n d s ,  u n d e r s t a n d  o b e s i t y ,  
w h y  i t  m a t t e r s ,  a n d  h o w  y o u  b e -
c a m e  o v e r w e i g h t .

Di d  y o u  k n o w  c u l t u r e  h a s  
s o m e t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  i t ?  Y e s ,  a n d  
tKougK Ke only Eriefl y touFKes on 
“ f o o d  d e s e r t s , ”  W a l k e r  a d d r e s s e s  
t h e s e  i s s u e s .

W a l k e r  s a y s  t h a t  b l a c k  a d u l t s  

a r e  f o r t y  p e r c e n t  m o r e  a p t  t o  h a v e  
h i g h  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  t h a n  t h e i r  
w h i t e  n e i g h b o r s .  H y p e r t e n s i o n  i s  
a  k i l l e r ;  k n o w i n g  m o r e  a b o u t  i t  –  
h o w  t o  r e a d  a  B P  m o n i t o r ,  h o w  
smoking and salt intake fi gure 
i n  –  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  k e e p  i t  u n d e r  
c o n t r o l .

K n o w  t h e  g e n e r a l  s y m p t o m s  
o f  d i a b e t e s  a n d  w h a t  t o  d o  a b o u t  
t h e m .  Le a r n  h o w  k i d n e y  d i s e a s e  
m a y  s t a r t  w i t h  a n o t h e r  d i s e a s e  
a l t o g e t h e r .  R e a d  u p  o n  c a n c e r ,  
a g i n g ,  s i c k l e  c e l l  d i s e a s e  a n d  
h o w  d e n t a l  c a r e  r e a l l y  m a t t e r s .  
Fi n a l l y ,  m e m o r i z e  t h e  s i g n s  o f  a  
s t r o k e  o r  h e a r t  a t t a c k ;  y o u r  l i f e  

m a y  d e p e n d  u p o n  i t .
Y o u r  r e g u l a r  p h y s i c i a n  i s  a l l  

t i e d  u p  a n d  i t ’ s  h a r d  t o  g e t  i n  t o  
s e e  h e r .  T h a t  d o e s n ’ t  m a k e  y o u  
f e e l  a n y  b e t t e r ,  b u t  w i t h  i t s  c l e a r -
c u t ,  e a s y - t o - u n d e r s t a n d  c h a p t e r s  
o n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  i l l n e s s e s  b o t h  
m a j o r  a m d  m i n o r ,  “ B l a c k  H e a l t h  
M a t t e r s ”  m i g h t .

An d  y e t ,  t h e r e ’ s  o n e  i m p o r t a n t  
t h i n g  t o  r e m e m b e r ,  o n c e  y o u  g e t  
t h i s  b o o k :  i t  s h o u l d n ’ t  t a k e  t h e  
p l a c e  o f  a  p h y s i c i a n  w i t h  y o u r  
m e d i c a l  c h a r t  i n - h a n d .  T h a t ’ s  a  
r e m i n d e r  t h a t  a u t h o r  R i c h a r d  W .  
W a l k e r  J r . ,  M D o f f e r s ,  b u t  c a u -
t i o n  a n d  p r u d e n c e  d o n ’ t  s e e m  t o  

b e  s t r e s s e d  h e r e  q u i t e  e n o u g h .  
T h e n  a g a i n ,  r e a d e r s  w i l l  w a n t  
t o  b e a r  i n  m i n d  t h a t  t h i s  b o o k  i s  
a b o u t  p r o a c t i v e  a n d  p r e v e n t a t i v e  
Zellness, not fi xing ZKat¶s al�
r e a d y  b r o k e .

T h e  b e s t  u s e  o f  t h i s  b o o k ,  
p e r h a p s ,  i s  i n  t h e  b a s i c s  i t  o f -
f e r s :  o v e r v i e w s ,  l e a r n i n g  t o  r e a d  
c h a r t s ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  n u m b e r s ,  
a n d  m a k i n g  e a s y  h e a l t h - c h a n g e s .  
T h a t ’ s  a l l  i n  h e r e ,  i t ’ s  d o - a b l e ,  
a n d  i t  c o u l d  m a k e  “ B l a c k  H e a l t h  
M a t t e r s ”  a n  p a t i e n t - e m p o w e r i n g  
t o o l  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  m a j o r  
h e a l t h - i s s u e s ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e m  
a n d  k e e p i n g  a h e a d .

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
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W RTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON’ S SOUL, 
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN 
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE 
VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC 
ADULTS W ANT TO HEAR!  

BOOK REVIEW:

BLACK HEALTH 
MATTERS:
BY RICHARD W. WALKER, JR., MD
C.2021, SQUARE ONE PUBLISHERS
$16.95 • 321 PAGES
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Terry High graduate to be featured 
in documentary by Google

Documentary Highlights

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
E N G A G I N G - E MPO W E R I N G - E N SUR I N G - E X C E LLE N C E

Sheena Allen, a native Mississippian and alumna 
of Terry High School and Southern Miss, is the 
founder of CapWay, a mobile bank for Gen Z and 
millennials. She has been featured in Forbes.com, 
BlackEnterprise.com, MadamNoire.com, and in the 
documentary on young women in tech, “She Started 
It’.” Recently Allen had an opportunity to shoot a 
documentary for Google that featured the Town of 
Terry and Terry High School.



16 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK www.mississippilink.comSEPTEMBER 9 - 15, 2021

C it iz ens o f  H inds C o unt y,  I  a m  a sking  f o r  yo ur  suppo r t  in 
m y c a m pa ig n t o  be t he nex t  Sher if f  o f  H inds C o unt y in 
t he N o v em ber  2nd Spec ia l E lec t io n.  

I  a m  ha ppily m a r r ied 17 yea r s t o  t he f o r m er  Lynn Sm it h,  
t he da ug ht er  o f  R ev .  D . D .  Sm it h a nd Pinkie Sm it h 
A m o s.  W e ha v e a  bea ut if ul blended f a m ily o f  4 c hildr en,  
C a ndic e,  J o r da n,  G eo r g e a nd I ndea .  W e a lso  ha v e 2 
g r a ndc hildr en,  C a lv er t  a nd J ia na .  O ur  pet  do g  is na m ed 
Mo llie.  I  a m  t he so n o f  t he la t e A nnie Ma e Sea ls a nd t he 
la t e Leo n W a shing t o n.  

I  a m  a  m em ber  o f  A nder so n Unit ed Met ho dist  C hur c h.  I  a m  a  g r a dua t e o f  
Sc o t la ndv ille H ig h Sc ho o l in B a t o n R o ug e,  Lo uisia na  a nd J a c kso n St a t e 
Univ er sit y wher e I  m a j o r ed in C r im ina l J ust ic e.  W hile a t  J a c kso n St a t e,  
I  pla yed f o o t ba ll a nd wa s a  m em ber  o f  Phi B et a  Sig m a  f r a t er nit y a nd a  
m em ber  o f  Ma so nic  Lo dg e # 6 9 9 .  A f t er  g r a dua t io n,  I  wa s dr a f t ed by t he 
B uf f a lo  B ills a nd pla yed in t he N F L ( 7)  sea so ns.  W hile in B uf f a lo ,  N ew 
Y o r k,  in t he o f f - sea so n I  wo r ked wit h t he E r ie C o unt y Sher if f ’ s D epa r t m ent  
in t he c a pa c it y o f  Sher if f  D eput y a ssig ned t o  N a r c o t ic s E duc a t io n.  A f t er  
m y r et ir em ent  f r o m  t he N F L,  I  r et ur ned t o  J a c kso n,  MS a nd dev o t ed m y 
lif e t o  ser v ing  m y c o m m unit y in la w enf o r c em ent .  I  ha v e 3 2 yea r s o f  la w 
enf o r c em ent  ex per ienc e a nd I ’ m  a  2000 g r a dua t e o f  t he F B I  N a t io na l 
A c a dem y in Q ua nt ic o ,  V A .  

J a c kso n /  H inds C o unt y is in c r isis a s we c o nf r o nt  m a ny pr o blem s inc luding  a n a la r m ing  r ise in c r im ina l 
a c t iv it y espec ia lly t ho se being  c o m m it t ed by yo ut h a nd yo ung  a dult s.  A s Sher if f ,  m y v isio n a nd g o a l f o r  t he 
c it iz ens o f  H inds C o unt y a nd t he m en a nd wo m en em plo yed by t he H inds C o unt y Sher if f ’ s D epa r t m ent  is 
t o  wo r k ha r d t o  g et  f r o m  under  t he D epa r t m ent  o f  J ust ic e C o nsent  D ec r ee.  This c a n be do ne by wo r king  
ha nd in ha nd wit h D O J  im plem ent ing  idea s a nd br ing ing  so lut io ns t o  t he t a ble.  I  pledg e a s yo ur  nex t  Sher if f  
t o  a t t end ev er y m eet ing ,  list en t o  t he sug g est io ns a nd a d r eso lut io n t o  g et  pr o blem s so lv ed.  My pla n is t o  
also get first hand knowledge from our Judges, District Attorney Office, and Jail Administration to help our 
system Àow in an orderly manner. Building a new Mail is definitely needed, however we must maintain and 
do  ev er yt hing  in o ur  po wer  t o  keep t he pr esent  R a ym o nd D et ent io n C ent er  f unc t io ning  a s well a s o pen a nd 
m a int a in t he do wnt o wn f a c ilit y in whic h c o uld pla y a  m a j o r  pa r t  in a  H o lding  C ent er  f o r  H inds C o unt y.         

I f  elec t ed a s yo ur  nex t  sher if f ,  I  pledg e t o  yo u t ha t  I  will wo r k wit h o t her  a r ea  la w enf o r c em ent  a g enc ies a nd 
o ur  c o ur t  syst em  t o  br ing  a  c o o r dina t ed a nd c o lla bo r a t iv e a ppr o a c h t o  g et  c r im e under  c o nt r o l t hr o ug ho ut  
H inds C o unt y espec ia lly in o ur  r ur a l a r ea s a nd c o m m unit y.  Under  m y lea der ship,  m y pla n is t o  c r ea t e t he 
first Mental +ealth 8nit housed within the +inds &ounty Sheriff¶s Department to learn their needs and 
desir es a nd t o  dev elo p yo ut h a c t iv it ies a nd a  c o m m a nd st a f f  t ha t  c o m m unic a t es weekly wit h t he lea der ship 
in t he v a r io us t o wns/ c it ies in H inds C o unt y.  I  a m  c o m m it t ed t o  being  a  Sher if f  f o r  a ll o f  H inds C o unt y

I  br ing  t r a ining  a nd ex per ienc e t o  t his j o b a nd I  c a n pledg e t o  yo u t ha t  I  will pr o v ide yo u wit h ho nest ,  ef f ec t iv e 
a nd c o m pa ssio na t e lea der ship a s yo ur  nex t  sher if f .  I  wa s swo r n in a s a  D eput y Sher if f  under  Sher if f  Ma lc o lm  
E .  Mc Millin in 19 9 5  a nd wo r ked a s a  Tr a nspo r t a t io n D eput y.  O t her  dut ies inc luded t he W a r r a nt  D iv isio n,  
Ma j o r  I nv est ig a t io ns,  F B I  F ug it iv e Ta sk F o r c e,  D E A  H I D TA ,  Lieut ena nt  N a r c o t ic s,  C a pt a in C r im es a g a inst  
C hildr en a nd t he H inds C o unt y Sher if f ’ s D epa r t m ent  Spec ia l R espo nse Tea m  ( S. W . A . T.  /  S. R . T. ) .  I  ser v ed 
o v er  15  yea r s wit h t he H inds C o unt y Sher if f ’ s D epa r t m ent .

I also worked 11 years in the +ealthcare field as &hief of Security � Director of Plant Operation and Safety 
Officer at Madison River Oaks Medical &enter. In serving youth, I coached at &allaway +igh School where 
I  wa s t he D ef ensiv e Line C o a c h a nd a lso  ser v ed a s t he D ef ensiv e line C o a c h f o r  C a nt o n H ig h Sc ho o l.  
Ment o r ing  yo ung  m en ha s a lwa ys been a  f o c us po int  in m y c o a c hing  desig n.

I  c ur r ent ly ser v e a s H inds C o unt y C o nst a ble D ist r ic t  4.  My sec o nd t er m  a s C o nst a ble wa s uno ppo sed.  I f  
elected, I would be the only (lected Official in this campaign to become Sheriff of +inds &ounty.

O n N o v em ber  2,  2021 -  I  a m  a sking  f o r  yo ur  pr a yer s,  v o t e,  a nd suppo r t  a s I  seek t o  bec o m e yo ur  nex t  
Sher if f  o f  H inds C o unt y.

 

5eligion, social affiliations, 
education, training, and work 
e[perience in Law Enforcement

•  E lec t ed H inds C o unt y C o nst a ble D ist r ic t  4
  2nd t er m  ( C ur r ent ly Ser v ing )
•  Mem ber  o f  A nder so n Unit ed Met ho dist  

C hur c h
•  So llie B .  N o r wo o d Lo dg e # 6 9 9
•  G r a dua t e o f  J a c kso n St a t e Univ er sit y
•  Phi B et a  Sig m a  F r a t er nit y
•  2000 G r a dua t e o f  F eder a l B ur ea u o f  

I nv est ig a t io n ( F B N A )
•  Univ er sit y o f  V ir g inia  ( F B I  A c a dem y 

C o ur se W o r k)
•  D ir ec t o r  o f  F a c ilit y Ma na g em ent / Sa f et y &  

Sec ur it y
•  C hief  o f  Sec ur it y/ Ma diso n R iv er  O a ks 

H o spit a l
� Safety Officer�Methodist Rehabilitation 

C ent er
•  C a pt a in H inds C o unt y Sher if f  D epa r t m ent
  Sex  C r im es Unit
•  C a pt a in –  A dm inist r a t iv e Ser v ic es 
  UMMC  C a m pus Po lic e
•  C o m m a nder  H C SO  J uv enile Ser v ic es 

D iv isio n,  
•  D et ec t iv e Lieut ena nt
� +inds &ounty Sheriff Office Special 

R espo nse Tea m
  ( S. R . T.  /  S. W . A . T. )
•  A ssig ned a s Ma j o r  I nv est ig a t o r  t o  G ulf  

C o a st  H D TA
•  D eput y C o m m a nder ,  H C SO  I nv est ig a t o r  –  

Ma j o r  I nv est ig a t io ns Unit

Professional, Education 
and Certification

•  C PI — C r isis Pr ev ent io n I nst it ut e,  I nc .  
I nst r uc t o r  N o n- V io lent  C o nt r o l Tec hniq ues

� Federal Bureau of Investigation &ertificate 
o f  R ec o g nit io n /  F . B . I .  B eha v io r a l Sc ienc e 
Unit

•  Unit ed St a t es Sec r et  Ser v ic e /  Pr o t ec t io n 
O per a t io n Sem ina r

•  H a z a r do us Ma t er ia ls a nd E x plo siv e 
O r dina nc e A wa r eness ( E m er g enc y 
Pr epa r edness)

•  H ig h Speed R o o m  E nt r y Tr a ining
� Basic &ertification P.P.&.T. Defensive 

Ta c t ic s ( Pr essur e Po int  C o nt r o l Ta c t ic s)
•  R . C . T. A .
•  H ig h R isk E nt r y/ Ta c t ic a l E nt r y Tr a ining
•  Ur ba n O per a t io ns Tr a ining / R a id
•  D r ug  Tea m  Super v iso r  Tr a ining / B a sic  

N a r c o t ic s I nv est ig a t io n Sc ho o l Tr a ining
•  Ma na g em ent  o f  a n E m er g enc y R espo nse 

Tea m  Tr a ining  ( S. W . A . T. )
� Practical Pistol, RiÀe, and Shotgun 

Tr a ining  ( Mid –  So ut h I nst it ut e o f  Self  
D ef ense)

•  F . B . I .  Sur v iv a l A wa r eness I n- Ser v ic e 
Tr a ining  /  St r eet  Sur v iv a l Tr a ining

•  Leg a lly D ef ensible Use o f  F o r c e Tr a ining
( La w E nf o r c em ent  St a nda r ds &  Tr a ining  

B o a r d)
•  E m er g enc y R espo nse Pr o v ider  

Telec o ur se W ea po ns o f  Ma ss D est r uc t io n
•  N . R . A .  F ir ea r m s I nst r uc t o r  –  A m er ic a n 

Po lic e Sha r psho o t er
•  C la ndest ine La b Sc ho o l
•  M26  a nd X 26  Ta ser  I nst r uc t o r

“Let’s seal the deal with Seals”

sealsforsheriff@gmail.com
601-624-9949

123 Highway 80 East #162, Clinton, MS 39056

Special Election November 2, 2021

Paid for by Friends of Leon Seals for Hinds County Sheriff




