
A f te r  a  nu m b e r  of  w e e k s  of  
d is a g r e e m e nts  b e tw e e n th e  c ity  
a nd  th e  J a c k s on C ity  C ou nc il  
on th e  g a r b a g e  c ol l e c tion c on-
tr a c t w h ic h  e nd s  tod a y ,  T h u r s -
d a y ,  S e p t. 3 0 ,  J a c k s on’ s  M a y or  
C h ok w e  A nta r  L u m u m b a  h e l d  a  
T ow n H a l l  M ond a y ,  S e p t. 2 7 ,  to,  
in h is  ow n w or d s ,  “ s e t th e  r e c or d  
s tr a ig h t.”

“ T h e r e  h a s  b e e n a  l ot of  m is -
r e p r e s e nta tion [ a nd  c om m u ni-
c a tion]  a b ou t th is , ”  M a y or  L u -
m u m b a  tol d  a  s oc ia l l y  d is ta nc e d  
c r ow d  of  a  l ittl e  m or e  th a n 1 0 0  
in th e  s a nc tu a r y  of  C ol l e g e  H il l  
M is s iona r y  B a p tis t C h u r c h . 

I n s e tting  th e  r e c or d  s tr a ig h t,  
M a y or  L u m u m b a  c h r onic l e d  a  
tim e l ine  a nd / or  tim e f r a m e  w h ic h  
l e d  to h is  r e c e nt D e c l a r a tion of  
E m e r g e nc y  

I n s u m ,  th e  c h r onol og y  a s  r e -
p or te d :

T h e  R e q u e s t f or  P r op os a l s  
( R F P )  w e nt ou t in M a r c h  2 0 2 1 ;  
th e  c ity ’ s  S p e c ia l  E v a l u a tion 
C om m itte e  r e c e iv e d  s e v e r a l  p r o-
p os a l s  ( inc l u d ing  one  f r om  th e  
c u r r e nt c ontr a c tor  W a s te  M a n-
a g e m e nt,  I nc .) ;  th e  c om m itte e  
s e l e c te d  F C C  E nv ir onm e nta l  S e r -
v ic e s ,  L L C ’ s  p r op os a l ;  a nd  th e  
M a y or  ta k e s  ne g otia te d  c ontr a c t 
th a t inc l u d e d  one  d a y  a  w e e k  
pick up with fi ve-days a week lit-
te r  p ic k u p  to th e  c ou nc il .

“ T h e  c ou nc il  v ote s  it d ow n not 
onc e  b u t tw ic e , ”  s a id  th e  M a y or . 

T h e  C O V I D - 1 9  p a nd e m ic  
h a s  r e d u c e d  t h e  l if e  s p a n of  
b l a c k  m a l e s  b y  a n a v e r a g e  of  
t h r e e  y e a r s  a nd  h a s  r ob b e d  H is -
p a nic  m e n of  a b ou t 2 .5  y e a r s ,  
a c c or d ing  to th e  l a t e s t inf or m a -
tion from health offi cials.

B l a c k  f e m a l e s  h a v e  s e e n a  
m or e  t h a n a  2 - y e a r  r e d u c tion in 
th e i r  a v e r a g e  l if e s p a n b e c a u s e  
of  t h e  p a nd e m ic . I n c ontr a s t,  
H is p a nic  f e m a l e s  f a r e d  b e tte r  
b y  l os ing  s l ig h tl y  l e s s  t h a n th e i r  
A f r ic a n A m e r ic a n p e e r s . T h e  
l if e  e x p e c t a nc y  f or  w h ite  m a l e s  
a nd  f e m a l e s  d e c r e a s e d  b y  j u s t 
ov e r  one  y e a r .

T h e  K a is e r  F a m il y  F ou nd a -
tion ( K F F )  note d  t h a t its  V a c -
c ine  M onitor  f ou nd  t h a t m or e  
t h a n s e v e n in te n U .S . a d u l t s  

( 7 2  p e r c e nt)  now  r e p or t b e ing  
a t l e a s t p a r tia l l y  v a c c ina te d . 
A c c or d ing  to th e  f ou nd a tion’ s  
r e p or t,  s i m il a r  s h a r e s  of  H is -
p a nic  ( 7 3  p e r c e nt) ,  b l a c k  ( 7 0  
p e r c e nt) ,  a nd  w h ite  ( 7 1  p e r -
c e nt)  a d u l t s  now  r e p or t h a v ing  
r e c e iv e d  a t l e a s t one  d os e  of  a  
C O V I D - 1 9  v a c c ine .

T h a t m a r k s  a  c h a ng e  f r om  
e a r l ie r  in th e  v a c c ina tion e f f or t 

w h e n b l a c k  a nd  H is p a nic  a d u l t s  
w e r e  m u c h  l e s s  l i k e l y  to r e p or t 
b e ing  v a c c ina te d  t h a n w h ite  
adults and refl ecting other data 
s h ow ing  t h a t p e op l e  of  c ol or  
m a k e  u p  a  d is p r op or tiona te  
s h a r e  of  r e c e nt v a c c ina tions .

“ K F F ’ s  a na l y s is  of  s t a te  d a t a  
on v a c c ina tion r a te s  b y  r a c e  
a nd  e t h nic it y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t,  
w h e n l ook ing  a t p e op l e  of  a l l  

a g e s  inc l u d ing  c h il d r e n w h o 
a r e  not y e t e l ig ib l e  to b e  v a c -
c ina te d ,  w h ite  p e op l e  c ontinu e  
to b e  v a c c ina te d  a t h ig h e r  r a t e s  
t h a n e ith e r  b l a c k  or  H is p a nic  
p e op l e ,  a l t h ou g h  t h os e  g a p s  
h a v e  na r r ow e d  ov e r  tim e , ”  t h e  
r e s e a r c h e r s  w r ote .

.FF identifi ed the Delta 
v a r ia nt,  s u r g e s  in c a s e s ,  a nd  
inc r e a s e d  h os p it a l i z a tions  a nd  
d e a t h s  a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  m otiv a -
tor  f or  t h e  r e c e nt u p tic k  in v a c -
c ina tions . K F F  r e s e a r c h e r s  a l s o 
note d  oth e r  f a c tor s  p l a y ing  m i-
nor  r ol e s  in th e  u p tic k  in v a c c i-
na tions ,  l i k e  f u l l  F D A  a p p r ov a l  
of the Pfi zer vaccine and an in-
c r e a s e  in v a c c ine  m a nd a te s .

The most signifi cant increas-
e s  in v a c c ine  u p t a k e  b e t w e e n 

D u r ing  a  r e c e nt te l e p h one  
inte r v ie w  w ith  D e p u ty  S e c -
r e ta r y  D on G r a v e s ,  U . S . 
D e p a r tm e nt of  C om m e r c e ,  
h e  e x p l a ine d  th e  r e s tor a tion 
p r oc e s s  f or  a  b e tte r  b l a c k  
c om m u nity . T h e  B id e n- H a r -
r is  p l a n is  p a r t of  a  c om p r e -
h e ns iv e  s e t of  tr a ns f or m a -
tiona l  inv e s tm e nts  to g r ow  
th e  e c onom y  w h ic h  is  p ois e d  
f or  th e  ne x t 2 5  y e a r s .

T h e  inv e s tm e nt inc l u d e s  
fi [ing roads, bridges, tunnels 
a nd  tr a ns it f or  p e op l e  f r om  
th e ir  h om e s  to th e ir  j ob s . A d -
d itiona l l y ,  p r ov id ing  c l e a n,  
w or k ing  w a te r  s y s te m s  f or  
th e  ov e r a l l  h e a l th  of  th e  c iti-
z e ns  is  inc l u s iv e .

T h e  a g e nd a  s u p p or ts  th e  
p l a nning ,  r e m ov a l ,  or  r e tr o-
fi tting of e[isting transporta-
tion inf r a s tr u c tu r e  th a t c r e -
a te s  a  b a r r ie r  to c om m u nity  
c onne c tiv ity ,  inc l u d ing  b a r -
r ie r s  to m ob il ity ,  a c c e s s  or  
e c onom ic  d e v e l op m e nt. 

Funding specifi cally for 
ne ig h b or h ood s  w h e r e  h is -
tor ic  tr a ns p or ta tion inv e s t-
m e nts  c u t p e op l e  of f  f r om  
j ob s ,  s c h ool s  a nd  b u s ine s s e s  
is  p r op os e d .

I n l ig h t of  th is ,  th e  R e -
c onne c ting  N e ig h b or h ood s  
P r og r a m  w il l  p r ov id e  $ 1 5  
b il l ion in ne w  c om p e titiv e  
g r a nts  f or  p l a nning ,  te c h ni-
c a l  a s s is ta nc e  ( T A )  a nd  c a p i-
ta l  inv e s tm e nts . 

T h e  p r og r a m  w il l  b e g in to 
c or r e c t p a s t h a r m s  a nd  r e -
d u c e  p ol l u tion,  c r e a te  m or e  
p u b l ic  a nd  g r e e n s p a c e s ,  
s u p p or t l oc a l  b u s ine s s e s ,  in-
c r e a s e  j ob  op p or tu nitie s  a nd  
l a y  th e  g r ou nd w or k  f or  m or e  
e q u ita b l e  tr a ns it s y s te m s  a nd  
a f f or d a b l e  h ou s ing  s ol u tions . 
T h is  initia tiv e  p r op os e d  in-
v e s tm e nt w il l  f u nd  a nd  a c -
c e l e r a te  r e c onne c ting  ne ig h -
b or h ood s  a c r os s  th e  c ou ntr y .

G r a v e s  ind ic a te d  f u r th e r  
th a t A m e r ic a ’ s  b r oa d b a nd  
“ d e p r iv e s  f ol k s  of  a c c e s s  to 
th e  inte r ne t,  [ b u t]  th is  c ou n-
tr y  s h ou l d  ne v e r  b e  in a  p l a c e  
w h e r e  p a r e nts  a r e  tr y ing  to 

g e t m or e  th a n one  c h il d  on 
th e  c om p u te r .”

I n a  r e c e nt s ta te m e nt,  
V ic e  P r e s id e nt K a m a l a  H a r -
r is  s u m m e d  u p  th e  p l a n th is  
w a y :  “ B u il d  B a c k  B e tte r  is  
ou r  c ol l e c tiv e  r e s p ons ib il ity  
a s  a  s oc ie ty  to s u p p or t p a r -
e nts ,  to s u p p or t th e  c h il d r e n 
of  p a r e nts  in th e  w or k  p l a c e . 
T h a t is  nob l e ,  g ood  a nd  im -
p or ta nt w or k .”

“ U nd e r e m p l oy e d  p a r e nts  
or  u na b l e  to w or k  p a r e nts  
ne e d  a f f or d a b l e  c h il d  c a r e , ”  
s a id  G r a v e s . W om e n of  c ol or  
a r e  th e  v a s t m a j or ity  f or  c h il d  
c a r e . S o th e  B u il d  B a c k  B e t-
te r  A g e nd a  “ w il l  h e l p  th e m  
g e t a c c e s s  to tr a ining  a nd  
p r ov id e  e v e r y d a y  M is s is s ip -
p ia ns  l ow e r  c os t of  c h il d  c a r e  
a nd  g e t c h il d  c a r e  p r ov id e r s  
b a c k  to w or k .”

H a r r is  c onte nd e d  th a t 
th e r e  a r e  h a r d w or k ing  f a m i-
l ie s  th a t a r e  in f a v or  of  th e  
B u il d  B a c k  B e tte r  A g e nd a  
“ w h ic h  is  to s u p p or t th e s e  
f a m il ie s  in a  w a y  th a t if  th e y  
w e r e  ou r  ne ig h b or  or  a  r e l a -
tiv e  of  ou r s ,  w e ’ d  a l l  w a nt to 
d o.”

T h is  inc l u d e s  a d d r e s s ing  
e l d e r c a r e  a nd  th e ir  l e v e l s  of  
c om f or t. T o m ov e  th e m  to 
u nf a m il ia r  l iv ing  e s ta b l is h -
m e nts  m a y  not b e  th e  w is -
e s t th ing  to d o,  g iv e n th e ir  
c u r r e nt s ta tu s . T h e  e l d e r c a r e  
s itu a tion e nta il s ,  th e n,  “ p r o-
v id ing  r e s ou r c e s  th a t s e nior s  
a nd  e l d e r l y  r e l a tiv e s  ne e d  to 
b e  a b l e  to l iv e  in th e ir  h om e s ,  
w h e r e  th e y  w a nt to s ta y ,  w ith  
d ig nity , ”  c onc l u d e d  H a r r is .

D is inv e s tm e nts  w ith in 
th e  b l a c k  c om m u nity  a c r os s  
A m e r ic a  a r e  r a m p a nt. D is -
p a r itie s  in w e a l th  r a nk  h ig h . 
T h e  m e d ia n b l a c k  A m e r ic a n 
f a m il y  h a s  th ir te e n c e nts  f or  
e v e r y  one  d ol l a r  in w e a l th  
h e l d  b y  w h ite  f a m il ie s . T o g e t 
a t th is  p r ob l e m ,  th e  B id e n-
H a r r is  A d m inis tr a tion is  e x -
p a nd ing  a c c e s s  to tw o k e y  
w e a l th - c r e a tor s  –  h om e ow n-
e r s h ip  a nd  s m a l l  b u s ine s s  
ow ne r s h ip  –  in c om m u nitie s  
of  c ol or  a nd  d is a d v a nta g e d  
c om m u nitie s .
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Voter registration deadline for November 
elections is October 4. See story on page 4.
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agenda and the 
black community

Vaccine uptick found in African Americans, 
but access and misinformation still 

confounds community
By Stacy M. Brown
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Jackson’s garbage 
controversy: Mayor attempts 

to ‘set record straight’
Citizens share mixed concerns about city’s 

appearance and current collection contractor
By Gail H.M. Brown, Ph.D.
C ontrib u ting  W riter 

 By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
C ontrib u ting  W riter



D r . A p r il  C a r s on,  a n e p id e m i-
ol og is t w ith  a  h is tor y  of  w or k  
f oc u s e d  on d ia b e te s  a nd  c a r -
d iov a s c u l a r  d is e a s e  r e s e a r c h ,  is  
th e  ne x t d ir e c tor  of  th e  J a c k s on 
H e a r t S tu d y .

B e g inning  in 1 9 9 8 ,  th e  s tu d y  is  
th e  l a r g e s t a nd  l ong e s t- r u nning  
l ong itu d ina l  s tu d y  of  c a r d iov a s -
c u l a r  h e a l th  in A f r ic a n A m e r i-
c a ns . A r ou nd  5 , 3 0 0  J a c k s on- a r e a  
p a r tic ip a nts  a r e  inv ol v e d .

F u nd e d  b y  th e  N a tiona l  H e a r t,  
L u ng  a nd  B l ood  I ns titu te  ( N H L -
B I )  of  th e  N a tiona l  I ns titu te s  of  
H e a l th  a nd  th e  N a tiona l  I ns titu te  
on M inor ity  H e a l th  a nd  H e a l th  
D is p a r itie s ,  it is  a  c ol l a b or a tion 
b e tw e e n th e  U niv e r s ity  of  M is -
s is s ip p i M e d ic a l  C e nte r ,  J a c k s on 
S ta te  U niv e r s ity ,  T ou g a l oo C ol -
l e g e  a nd  th e  M is s is s ip p i S ta te  
D e p a r tm e nt of  H e a l th .

C a r s on,  w h o b e g a n h e r  p os i-
tion S e p t. 2 0 ,  w a s  p r e v iou s l y  
a n a s s oc ia te  p r of e s s or  of  e p id e -
m iol og y  a nd  a s s oc ia te  d e a n f or  
d iv e r s ity ,  e q u ity  a nd  inc l u s ion 
a t th e  U niv e r s ity  of  A l a b a m a  a t 
B ir m ing h a m  S c h ool  of  P u b l ic  
H e a l th .

C a r s on s u c c e e d s  D r . A d ol f o 

C or r e a ,  w h o s e r v e d  a s  d ir e c tor  
f r om  2 0 1 6 - 2 0 2 0 ,  a nd  D r . M a r io 
Sims, chief science offi cer who 
s e r v e d  a s  inte r im  d ir e c tor  in 
2 0 2 1 .

C a r s on h a s  e x te ns iv e  e x p e r i-
e nc e  s tu d y ing  th e  e f f e c ts  of  h e a r t 

d is e a s e  in A f r ic a n A m e r ic a ns . A s  
a n inv e s tig a tor  in th e  C or ona r y  
A r te r y  R is k  D e v e l op m e nt in 
Y ou ng  A d u l ts  s tu d y ,  s h e  l ook e d  
a t f a c tor s  th a t c ontr ib u te  to th e  
d e v e l op m e nt of  c a r d iov a s c u l a r  
d is e a s e  ov e r  a d u l th ood .

S h e  is  th e  p r inc ip a l  inv e s tig a -
tor  of  a  C D C - f u nd e d  p r oj e c t on 
c ou nty - l e v e l  s oc ia l  d e te r m ina nts  
of  h e a l th ,  d ia b e te s  a nd  h y p e r te n-
s ion in th e  s ou th e a s te r n U nite d  
S ta te s .

C a r s on e a r ne d  a  P h D  in e p i-
d e m iol og y  f r om  th e  U niv e r s ity  
of  N or th  C a r ol ina  a t C h a p e l  
H il l ,  w h e r e  s h e  a l s o c om p l e te d  
a  p os td oc tor a l  f e l l ow s h ip  on 
c a r d iov a s c u l a r  d is e a s e  e p id e m i-
ol og y . S h e  w or k e d  a t S h a w  U ni-
v e r s ity  in R a l e ig h ,  N .C . a nd  th e  
A l a b a m a  D e p a r tm e nt of  M e nta l  
H e a l th  b e f or e  j oining  U A B . S h e  
w il l  b e  a  f a c u l ty  m e m b e r  in th e  
S c h ool  of  M e d ic ine  a nd  J oh n 
D . B ow e r  S c h ool  of  P op u l a tion 
H e a l th  a t U M M C .

I n a  p r e s s  r e l e a s e ,  C a r s on s a id  
one  of  h e r  g oa l s  w il l  b e  f oc u s ing  
on h ow  th e  p h y s ic ia ns  c a n ta k e  
w h a t th e y ’ v e  l e a r ne d  a b ou t c a r -
d iov a s c u l a r  h e a l th  in th e  J a c k s on 
H e a r t S tu d y  a nd  im p l e m e nt it in 
l oc a l  c om m u nitie s .

“ F or  e x a m p l e ,  th e r e  a r e  p r o-
g r a m s  th a t a r e  e f f e c tiv e  f or  l ow -
e r ing  b l ood  p r e s s u r e ,  b u t th e s e  
h a v e  not b e e n v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  
w h e n c a r r ie d  ou t in d if f e r e nt 
c om m u nity  s e tting s , ’ ’  s h e  s a id .

L O C A L

T he A ssoc iated  P ress

Carson
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Jackson Heart Study 
appoints new director

T he  M e n of  O m e ga  P s i P hi  F r a te r nity , I nc . a nd its  U p-
l if t F ounda tion ha s  pl a nne d its  a nnua l  s c hol a r s hi p gol f  
tour na m e nt de s igne d to c oinc ide  w ith J a c ks on S ta te  U ni-
ve r s ity’ s  H om e c om ing w e e ke nd . I t w il l  be  he l d F r ida y , 
O c tobe r  15, a t W hi s pe r  L a ke  C ount r y C l ub in M a di s on, 
M S .

T he  s c r a m bl e  w il l  ha ve  a  s hot  f un s ta r t a t 8 a .m . f ol -
l ow e d by a  19t h hol e  r e c e pt ion e ve nt. A ppr opr ia te  C O -
V I D  gui de l ine s  a s  r e c om m e nde d by C D C  a nd othe r  a u-
thor itie s  a t t he  e ve nt w il l  be  f ol l ow e d.

The tournament proceeds will benefi t the 8plift Foun-
da tion’ s  c ol l e ge  s c hol a r s hi p pr ogr a m  m e tr o a r e a .

U pl if t, I nc . is  a  501( c ) ( 3)  de s igna te d c ha r ity tha t pr o-
vi de s  e duc a tiona l  a s s is ta nc e  to yout h in gr a de s  K - 12.  
Based in Canton, MS the non-profi t supports public ser-
vi c e  pr ogr a m s  tha t pr om ote  pos itive  pe r s ona l  gr ow th of  
young m e n a nd young w om e n.

T im othy R us h S r ., P h.D ., a  m e m be r  of  O m e ga  P s i P hi , 
s ta te d, “ M os t a w a r ds  a r e  gi ve n to our  e s s a y w inne r s . P r o-
c e e ds  f r om  thi s  s c hol a r s hi p gol f  tour na m e nt w il l  a l l ow  us  
to he l p ne e dy s tude nts  w ho ha ve  a  de s ir e  to a tte nd c ol -
l e ge .”

R us h s a id the r e  a r e  s til l  oppor tuni tie s  f or  te a m s  a nd 
s pons or s  t o r e gi s te r  by goi ng t o:  ht tps / / c ut t.l y/ K E T 8q04.

H e  c onc l ude d, “ W e  w oul d l ike  to invi te  a l l  gol f e r s  to 
get out of the house or offi ce and help us breathe a little 
f r e s h a ir  a nd r a is e  dol l a r s  f or  our  m e tr o a r e a  s tude nts .”

By Jackie Hampton
P u b lisher 

Omega 
Uplift Golf 

Tournament



In an impromptu interview 
following Jackson Mayor Chok-
we Antar Lumumba’s Town Hall 
meeting Monday night, Sept. 27, 
at College Hill Baptist Church, 
Socrates Garrett of National 
Waste United, LLC and its at-
torney share the following com-
ments with The Mississippi Link. 

Q: Mr. Garrett, Rev. Pickett 
just pointed out during the Town 
Hall meeting that you did not 
want to be involved in this and 
that he called you all. Can you 
expound on his comment? 

A: We knew that there was not 
one minority-owned company 
that could do the job by them-
selves, so he came to me because 
he knew I had the capacity to put 
together a coalition. So, I de-
cided to do that. We have more 
than 120 combined years of ex-
perience in disaster relief, and 
we put together a package that 
laid over $250 million in a line 
of credit on the City of Jackson’s 

table. 
We secured a performance 

bond. We bought trucks. We did 
everything necessary to do this 
job.

The City Council voted to re-
scind the Mayor’s Emergency 
Declaration thereby nullifying 
the contract we had. So, at this 
particular point and time, we 
have no recourse in order to be 
able to perform any work. So, 
what we are trying to do now 
as a company is to assess the 

amount of damage that has been 
caused to our fi rm by the council 
counseling the contract when we 
have already mobilized on it. 

“There is a tremendous 
amount of expenditure that has 
gone forward. So, we are look-
ing to our attorney as to what our 
next step might be as he repre-
sents us in this matter.

Q: Attorney Tremarcus Rose-
mon, sir, will you elaborate on 
where things lie right now for 
Mr. Garrett and his partners?

A: I own the Rosemon Law 
Firm here in Jackson, and I rep-
resent National Waste United and 
their agreement with the city. In 
legal terms, what the council did 
today was clear contract steer-
ing, but in street layman terms, 
it was robbery. Because when 
the Mayor came to my client re-
questing their services, my client 
entered into a legal binding con-
tract. That caused them to begin 
taking steps, deliberate steps in 
relying on that agreement. 

Those steps included getting 
trucks, getting together people, 
spending countless hours and 
money in preparation to the tune 
of thousands, almost hundreds 
and thousands of dollars. And 
now, for the City Council to steal 
that contract from them to ensure 
that Waste Management gets it 
has put my client in great harm, 
and they’ve lost a signifi cant 
amount. My client is entitled 
to remedies for the loss they’ve 
suffered due to this breach of 
contract.

This took place in August. Mayor Lumumba also said that one-day 
a week is a cost-saving measure that other cities are also adopting. 
Other cities are doing it and see a savings, he pointed out. FCC was 
going to provide large trash binds to accommodate a once per week 
collection.

After FCC was voted down twice, the city had to go into nego-
tiation with the next bidder which was the current company, Waste 
Management, Inc., who has had the city’s garbage collection contract 
for 36 years. 

As the clock ticked toward the Sept. 30 deadline to have a new 
contract in place, and after negotiations failed with Waste Manage-
ment, amid the controversy, the Mayor used his authority to exercise 
a Declaration of Emergency and executed a contract with National 
Waste United, LLC, a purpose-driven minority coalition of four entre-
preneurs led by noted Jackson businessman Socrates Garrett. 

However, the Mayor told the attentive audience: “On Wednesday 
of last week they >the City Council@ invalidated or nullifi ed my emer-
gency declaration.” 

That nullifi cation ultimately nullifi ed the contract with National 
Waste United, which had the capacity and the combined years’ expe-
rience, etc. to begin garbage collection Oct. 1.

During the town hall, Mayor Lumumba openly explained his dis-
pleasure with Waste Management’s performance. He explained how 
its employees came to him over a year ago with concerns of mis-
treatment, low pay and lack of benefi ts. “We have had some of these 
helpers come and tell us: ‘I’ve work for Waste Management for 13 
years; 10 years as temps,” he said. “That means you’ve spent a decade 
giving your body away, and you’ve had no healthcare benefi ts,” the 
Mayor expressed. 

He also pointed out that he sat down with Waste Management after 
that with the workers’ concerns and city’s unsatisfaction with some 
of their performances. They committed to making corrections but did 
not, the Mayor stressed.

The Mayor asked former Waste Management employee Calvin 
Cook who attested to some of the employee concerns. “We were sup-
posed to pick up over 12 tons to get another man. I told them we were 
picking up over 13. The next week Waste Management said, ‘Hey, 
you have to pick up 14 tons.’ So, we thought this is a big company; 
they do what they want.” 

Cook, pointing toward a fairly new worker in the audience, told the 
gentleman that the $15 per hour he’s receiving just recently started.

During the town hall’s question and answer segment, citizens 
voiced a myriad of robust opinions and concerns, including criticism 

of the Mayor. “I’m going to operate in the full light of transparency,” 
said Mayor Lumumba. “I am not above reproach.”

Questions and comments came from a cross-section of the city. Dr. 
Shelia Bullock who lives in Ward 6 commented that Waste Manage-
ment collectors in her area have been very respectful and helpful.

“I appreciate that you have a very good experience, but I want to 
make sure that same level of service you got is applied across the 
city,” said the Mayor.

Shirley Miller of Ward 3 said, “Jackson is dirty, and it is embar-
rassing. I personally believe that when some place is dirty and people 
don’t want to go there, crimes follows. Crimes goes there.” Miller 
wanted to know whether trash on the streets and illegal dumping 
could be put into the contract for the next garbage collector. The 
Mayor reiterated that those kinds of items were in the FCC contract 
that got voted down.

Belhaven resident John Harrison York simple wanted to know: “Is 
there anywhere we can we go to fi nd a comparison across all the dif-
ferent contracts that were submitted; apples to apples, line item to 
line item? Mayor responded that they would talk to legal and see if 
something like that could be provided.

Dr. Dwayne Pickett, pastor of a local church, said the reason he got 
involved is because he heard about the plight of the young black men 
(sanitation workers) who are breaking down their bodies day after day 
to haul our trash as temps without healthcare benefi ts. “Mr. Socrates 
Garrett did not want to get involved in this…the other companies did 
not want to get involved in this. I called them,” voiced Pickett.

However, he said, “Sometimes, we have to stop being the subs to 
these major conglomerates whose money does not stay in our city.”

In somewhat of a surprised move Monday morning, Sept. 27, the 
City Council declared an emergency and approved a 30-day contract 
with Waste Management, LLC.

The Mississippi Link caught up with the Mayor after the meeting to 
simply ask: Where do we go from here?” He responded: “Today, the 
council declared an emergency again and they entered into a contract, 
which isn’t legal, but they entered into a contract and so what they 
are purporting to do is have Waste Management pick up your trash 
Oct. 1.”

The Mayor pointed out that he is going to have to do another RPF 
and go through the bidding process which takes time. “All this is a 
lengthy process,” he said.

Eric Williams, a 23-year employee of Waste Management, said he 
has never personally been mistreated on the job and he does what he 
can to help residents with their trash collection cans and needs.

G arbag e
Continued from page 1

V accine
Continued from page 1

July and September were among Hispanic 
adults and those ages 18-29, and similar 
shares of adults now report being vacci-
nated across racial and ethnic groups (71 
percent of white adults, 70 percent of black 
adults, and 73 percent of Hispanic adults).

.FF found signifi cant gaps in vaccine 
uptake by partisanship, education level, 
age, and health insurance status.

Research revealed that 90 percent of 
those identifi ed as Democrats had received 
at least one dose, while 52 percent of Re-
publicans point to the booster shots as a 
reason to distrust the science behind the 
vaccines.

Researchers from various groups have 
acknowledged that the coronavirus has 
spotlighted the majority of racial and eth-
nic inequities in access to health.

According to KFF researchers, black 
people have received smaller vaccinations 
shares than their shares of cases, deaths, 
and the total population in more than half 
of states reporting data. For instance, in 
Washington, D.C., black people represent 
45 percent of those who received at least 
one dose, but they make up 56 percent of 
Covid cases. African Americans comprise 
46 percent of the District of Columbia’s 
population but 71 percent of all Covid 
deaths. Approximately 49 percent of white 
individuals in D.C. have at least one dose, 
and they comprise just 19 percent of Covid 
cases.

Meanwhile, while D.C.’s white popula-
tion stands at 41 percent, the death rate 
from Covid among white people remains 
13 percent. Vaccination rates among Af-
rican Americans by state continue to raise 
alarms.

Multiple states, including Vermont, 
Utah, South Dakota, New Hampshire, 
Idaho and Hawaii, report that just 1 per-
cent of their African-American popula-
tion has received a Covid vaccine. Alaska, 
Iowa, Maine and New Mexico report just 
2 percent of their black population vacci-
nated. D.C. at 45 percent, Mississippi at 38 
percent, and South Carolina at 22 percent, 
represent the highest vaccines among Af-
rican Americans.

“The reason why black and brown Amer-
icans had low uptake of vaccines early in 
the rollout is that they could not get one 
even if they wanted to,” Dr. Ebony J. Hil-
ton, a critical care anesthesiologist doctor 
at the University of Virginia and founder 
of GoodStock Consulting, LLC, tweeted. 
Dr. Hilton has loudly denounced things 
like quick re-openings, anti-vaxxers and 
reckless gatherings during the pandemic. 
“The CDC guidelines were pro-white in 
design. Prioritization is defi ned along the 
lines of age and employment and not risk,” 
Dr. Hilton wrote.

Dr. Hilton repeatedly has asked the CDC 
about changing protocols when it comes to 
booster shots.

“How are we not repeating this same 
injustice in the face of racial health dis-
parities as it pertains to boosters? As a re-
sult, black Americans die at younger ages, 
higher rates, and have already lost three 
years of life expectancy,” Dr. Hilton de-
manded. “Race is an independent risk fac-
tor,” she declared, adding further that “this 
will be a stain on the history of America.”

“It is inexcusable, and we, the medical 
community, and the CDC have to account 
for our contribution,” Dr. Hilton conclud-
ed. Of individuals who received their fi rst 
COVID-19 dose since June 1, 39 percent 
reported that the increase in cases due to 
the Delta variant was why they got vacci-
nated.

Thirty-eight percent said they were con-
cerned about the crowding of local hospi-
tals and intensive care units.

In comparison, 36 percent said they 
knew someone who became seriously ill 
or died from Covid, and 35 percent re-
sponded that they wanted to participate in 
activities that require vaccination.

Some still unvaccinated said they don’t 
believe the vaccines can prevent them 
from contracting the virus, so why bother?

However, medical science shows that 
while vaccines cannot prevent the virus 
from entering a person’s body, the shots 
are designed to help fi ght off serious ill-
ness and death.

Others who oppose the vaccines cite the 
seemingly rapid development of the dos-
es. “They weren’t rushed,” former CDC 
Director Dr. Tom Frieden noted. “mRNA 
technology has been researched for more 
than 20 years. We’re fortunate that it 
works extraordinarily well for the virus 
that causes Covid, and it may also work 
for other viruses, such as infl uenza, in the 
future,”

Dr. Frieden asserted. “The reason we 
see alarming rates of hospitalizations and 
deaths in the U.S. is because many peo-
ple are still unvaccinated,” he continued. 
“Booster shots may help some people, but 
our biggest challenge is vaccinating those 
who haven’t gotten their fi rst shot.”
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Town Hall meeting in College Hill Baptist Church.

Reporter Gail Brown and Socrates Garrett   PHOTO BY JACKIE HAMPTON

A  S I D E B A R  E X C L U S I V E

National Waste United, LLC 
seeks legal advice on its next steps

City Council rescinds Mayor’s emergency 
declaration, nullifying National Waste’s contract

By Gail H.M. Brown, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer 



Dr. Leslie-Burl McLemore, 
distinguished educator and 
community leader, will be hon-
ored by the Mississippi Center 
for Justice’s inaugural Fannie 
Lou Hamer Award during the 
organization’s annual Champi-
ons of Justice Gala Thursday, 
Oct. 21.

The award honors those who 
have dedicated their lives to 
advancing, protecting and ex-
panding voting rights as an in-
extricable link to equity and jus-
tice as e[emplifi ed by Hamer.
McLemore, a current member 
of the Walls, Miss. Board of Al-
derman and Professor Emeritus 
of Jackson State University’s 
Political Science Department, 
said the recognition is a very 
special one.

“The MCJ honor recognizes 
the social justice work I have 
done since my high school days 
in Walls, Miss., my activity at 
Rust College and beyond,” said 
McLemore. “By honoring me, 
they are honoring my family, 
schoolmates, friends and col-
leagues throughout my life. 
Hence, the inaugural Fannie 
Lou Hamer Award is a lifetime 
achievement award. I am hum-
bled by the recognition at this 
stage in my life.”

It has been a phenomenal 
life’s work of serving on the 
“frontlines in the war for black 
humanity” as McLemore’s son, 
Leslie, described in a 2020 col-
umn.

It was as a college student that 
the 1964 Rust graduate’s dedica-
tion to civil rights bloomed. He 
served as the college’s NAACP 
chapter president, a Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Com-
mittee fi eld secretary, a Missis-
sippi Freedom Democratic Par-
ty delegate and vice-chair and 

Operation PUSH state director.
As a long-serving educator 

and co-founder of the Fannie 
Lou Hamer Institute on Citizen-
ship and Democracy, genera-
tions of Jackson State students 
have been positively impacted 
by the lessons of the civil rights 
movement and how they must 
also be a force for equity.

McLemore became the plain-
tiff in litigation that in 2020 led 
to the removal of Jim Crow-era 
electoral requirements from 
Mississippi’s 1890 state consti-
tution. 

It was for that work and the 
work that continues that the cen-
ter chose to honor McLemore.

“Your work with Fannie Lou 
Hamer, the NAACP and SNCC 
and helped ensure African 

Americans in Mississippi could 
not only exercise their consti-
tutional right to vote, but also 
could set forth a political plat-
form framed by issues of basic 
rights,” said Vangela Wade, 
MCJ president and CEO. “Your 
legacy of social justice work 
e[emplifi es the leadership and 
courage to which we aspire as 
advocates of justice and equity 
with our work at MJC.”

To learn more about the 
Mississippi Center for Justice 
and its Champions of Justice 
Awards on Oct. 21, visit www.
mscenterforjustice.org. Contri-
butions may be made online at 
https://mscenterforjustice.org/
donate/ or via mail at Mississip-
pi Center for Justice, P.O. Box 
1023, Jackson, MS 39215.

Frederick Douglas said, “It is 
easier to build strong children 
than to repair broken men.” It 
is in that spirit that Rosemont 
Human Services, Bottom Re-
builders and Representative 
Zakiya Summers have part-
nered to co-host Men of Excel-
lence Black Tie Formal. This 
event will be held Friday, Oc-
tober 29, 2021, at the Jackson 
Metropolitan Ministerial Al-
liance School for Workforce 
Development, located at 3171 
Robinson Road (behind Chuk 
Stop) in West Jackson. Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m.

This program has a two-fold 
purpose: to inspire and moti-
vate boys and young men by 
showcasing men from the com-
munity in a formal setting and 
to fundraise for the Alliance 
School for Workforce Devel-
opment.

Albert Sykes, executive di-
rector of Institute for Demo-
cratic Education in America, 
will serve as keynote speaker. 
Comedian and motivational 
speaker Henry Sapp of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan will provide 
entertainment.

“I am thrilled to help pro-
vide a space to focus on the 

good and the opportunity in-
side District 68 through an 
intergenerational model – men 
bringing and showing up for 
young men,” said Representa-
tive Zakiya Summers. “As we 
look ahead to our time togeth-
er, we are prayerful for a safe 
environment that will allow 
us to gather and carry out our 
purpose.”

The Jackson Metropolitan 
Ministerial Fellowship has 
been in existence for 51 years. 
Rev. Jimmie L. Edwards, pas-
tor of Rosemont M.B. Church, 
serves as the current president. 
The fellowship, which is inclu-
sive of more than 20 churches, 
uses the power of the collective 
church to serve the commu-
nity. It has established a work-
force development curriculum 
and is now working to develop 
the facility that will house the 
school.

“We have been through a 
trying year. Through it all, we 
remain focused and commit-
ted to doing God’s work. In our 
efforts to restore, renew, and 
revive the community, the alli-
ance is standing on the vision 
of our workforce development 
school. We welcome all to join 
in and support this project,” 

said Pastor Edwards.
Men of Excellence Black 

Tie Formal encourages adult 
men to bring a young man with 
them. While this program is 
targeted toward men, we invite 
women to sponsor their hus-
bands or other men from the 
community by giving a contri-
bution. Any man or young man 
in need of formal attire should 
call Brenda Carpenter at 601 
355-3121.

There is no cost for entry, 
but donations are encouraged. 
Contributions will help to 
cover expenses for the event as 
well as support the Alliance’s 
endeavor to construct a facil-
ity that will train young people 
from across the city of Jackson 
to become productive citizens.

Checks may be sent to Rose-
mont Human Services, 3930 
Offi cer Thomas Catchings 
Drive, Jackson, MS 39209 or 
via cashapp to $zsummcash. 
Any amount is welcomed.

This event is being support-
ed by CareSource and Zeta Phi 
Beta Sorority, Inc. Rho Iota 
Zeta Chapter.

For more information, con-
tact Ms. Carpenter at the num-
ber above or send an email 
electsummers@gmail.com.

The voter registration dead-
line for the November gen-
eral and special election is on 
Monday.

If registering in person, 
Mississippians must do so be-
fore 5 p.m. Monday, October 
4. If registering by mail, all 
voter registration applications 
must be postmarked no later 
than Monday, October 4.

Below are the guidelines to 
register to vote in the State of 
Mississippi: 

• A resident of Mississippi 
and the county, city or town 
for 30 days prior to the elec-
tion

• At least 18 years old at the 
date of the election

• Not declared mentally in-

competent by a court and
• Not convicted of a disen-

franchising crime.
Mississippians can register 

to vote at any of the following 
locations:

� Circuit Clerk’s Offi ce
� Municipal Clerk’s Offi ce
• Department of Public 

Safety and
• Any state or federal agen-

cy offering government ser-
vices.

Mail-in voter registration 
applications are available at 
Circuit Clerk Offi ces and on 
our Y’all Vote website (yall-
vote.ms). The application may 
also be used to update your 
voter registration information 
if you have moved or changed 
your name since the last time 

you voted.
To verify your voter reg-

istration information, visit 
the “Are You Registered To 
Vote?” section of our Y’all 
Vote website. If the informa-
tion listed on our website is 
incorrect, please be sure to 
contact your local Circuit 
Clerk to get the information 
corrected as soon as possible. 
Be sure to review and prepare 
for upcoming deadlines listed 
in the 2021 Elections Calen-
dar. 

Remember, there is never 
a deadline to register to vote, 
but in order to cast a ballot 
in the 2021 November gen-
eral and special elections, you 
must be registered by Mon-
day, October 4.

STATE
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Too many Mississippians do not have access to the a�ordable, 
high-speed internet they need to work, attend school, see the 
doctor, and avoid isolation.

That’s why AARP fought for the Emergency Broadband Benefit, a 
federal program to help lower the cost of high-speed internet for 
eligible households during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Mississippians who may have experienced financial setbacks 
during the pandemic or are struggling to get by may be eligible 
for a discount of up to $50 per month—or up to $75 per month 
for households on Tribal lands—for high-speed internet services 
through this short-term program.

Visit aarp.org/EBB, text INTERNET to 22777 or 
call 833-511-0311 for more information.

Access to high-speed 
internet is not a luxury;
it’s a necessity.

facebook.com/AARPMS  |  @AARPMS  |  aarp.org/MS Paid for by AARP

Mississippi



www.mississippilink.com  THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 5SEPTEMBER 30 - OCTOBER 6, 2021



One of my 
favorite pas-
sages of scrip-
ture is He-
brews 11:1,” 
Now faith is 
the substance 
of things 

hoped for and the evidence 
of tings not seen,” which en-
courages believers to have 
faith in the things that we do 
not see. When I hear most 
people read it, they read it 
with a pause after the fi rst 
word Now, as though there is 
a comma there. Because I’d 
always heard it read that way, 
I was surprised when I looked 
in three different versions 
and noticed that there wasn’t 
a comma there.

The word “now” is an ad-
verb that means at the pres-
ent time. As an adverb, it 
describes or qualifi es verbs, 

adjectives, and other adverbs 
by typically answering the 
questions of why, where, how 
and why. K eeping all of that 
in mind, it appears as though 
the word “now” is describ-
ing faith. I’ve always thought 
of faith in that sentence as 
a noun. However, doing a 
grammatical breakdown of 
the sentence made me look at 
it as not a passive noun but as 
an active verb – faith. So, the 
word “now” isn’t just describ-
ing a specifi c time, it is also 
describing a specifi c kind of 
faith.

It’s so fascinating to me 
how one word gives a hint 
on what might be hindering 
Christians from completely 
trusting and believing God. 
Sometimes it’s focusing on 
the wrong things and people. 
At other times, it is not hold-
ing on long enough to God’s 
promises. It’s not always 
the devil that keeps us from 

achieving God’s best. Some-
times we block our own bless-
ings because we choose to fo-
cus on fear and not faith. And 
all because we don’t have a 
“now” faith.

Often, our faith is the “yes-
terday” faith that looks ahead 
with hope but only as far as 
our memory of what God has 
done for us in the past. We 
might have “future” faith, 
which sees the impossible 
and expects the incredible. 
This kind of faith sometimes 
foolishly looks past certain 
present-day circumstances 
(and God’s hand in them). 
God wants us to have the 
“now” faith because it is that 
unique point in time where 
God’s will for our lives meets 
with our desire for change.

Gospel songwriter Jona-
thon Nelson’s song “Right 
Now Praise” reminds us that 
there is something powerful 
in a “right now” praise when 

he writes, “I am just one praise 
from my breakthrough… So I 
must reach down inside into 
the depths of my soul and 
bring forth a right now praise 
that’s already in me.” It’s a 
“now” faith and a “right now” 
praise because it’s already 
inside of us;  we don’t have to 
wait for it.

As we remember the sac-
rifi ce of our Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus this weekend, we 
should also remember that It 
is our “now” faith that allows 
us to connect with God in 
the present and sustain as we 
wait with expectancy for our 
future breakthrough. 

Shewanda Riley is the au-
thor of “Love Hangover: Mov-
ing From Pain to Purpose Af-
ter a Relationship Ends” and 
“Writing to the Beat of God’s 
Heart: A Book of Prayers for 
Writers.” Email preservedby-
purpose@gmail.com or Twit-
ter @shewanda.

www.nhcms.org
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Little children do 
not always under-
stand everything 
mom and dad say 
and do. They of-
ten ask why. That 
is the way we are 

with God. We ask God, “Why do 
I have to go through this?”

We sometimes start feeling 
sorry for ourselves. It is then that 
we need to read Proverbs 3:5-6, 
which says� “Trust in the Lord 
with all thine heart: and lean 
not unto thine own understand-
ing. In all thy ways acknowledge 
Him, and He shall direct thy 
paths.” God still wants to direct 
our paths and lead us, but we 
must be as little children and not 
lean to our own understanding.

Little children are teachable. 
Let us get an e[ample of one 
who was teachable. Acts 8:29-
33 reads: “Then the Spirit said 
unto Philip, Go near, and join 
thyself to this chariot. And Phil-
ip ran thither to him, and heard 
him read the prophet Esaias, 
and said, Understandest thou 
what thou readest? And he said, 
‘ How can I, except some man 
should guide me?’ And he de-
sired Philip that he would come 
up and sit with him. The place of 
the scripture which he read was 
this, He was led as a sheep to the 
slaughter;  and like a lamb dumb 
before his shearer, so opened he 
not his mouth: In his humiliation 
his judgment was taken away: 
and who shall declare his gen-
eration? for his life is taken from 
the earth.”

That young eunuch was teach-
able. When you become as a little 
child and get converted, you can 
be taught and pastored. In other 

words, the pastor will not have 
any problems with you. You will 
follow him as he follows Christ. 
You will listen to the messages 
he preaches and line up with 
the Word of God on everything, 
not just on what you like. Some-
times things will go against your 
grain, and you may disagree, but 
you need to line up with the truth 
and obey it.

David stayed as a little child 
before the Lord even though he 
was a man. David was a man af-
ter God’s own heart. In Psalm 5:8 
David wrote, “Lead me, O Lord, 
in thy righteousness because of 
mine enemies;  make thy way 
straight before my face.” David 
realized that he needed the Lord 
to lead him in everything. Then 
in Psalm �5�5 he said, “Lead me 
in thy truth, and teach me: for 
thou art the God of my salvation;  
on thee do I wait all the day.” 
David realized that he could not 
understand God’s Word unless 
the Lord gave him the under-
standing.

We need to open the Word of 
*od and ask, “Lord, give me 
understanding and direct my 
thoughts, because in myself I 
cannot understand your Word.” 
David said in Psalm 27:11, 
“Teach me thy way, O Lord, and 
lead me in a plain path, because 
of mine enemies.”

Then in Psalm 143:10 he said, 
“Teach me to do thy will;  for 
thou art my God: thy spirit is 
good;  lead me into the land of 
uprightness.”

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church of 
God, 31 Joynes Road, Hampton 
VA 23669. He is a member of the 
National Association of Evange-
lism Church of God, Anderson, 
Ind.

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir
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Now Faith Trust in the 
Lord with ALL 

thine heart By Shewanda Riley
Col um nis t
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SUNDAY
Worship Services

10 a.m.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic
in-person worship services have been 

temporarily suspended.
Please worship with us each Sunday via 

Facebook or our YouTube channel at CHMBC Pastor
Chauncy L. Jordon

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

 By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
S p ec ia l  to T h e M is s is s ip p i L ink



Seasonal infl uenza vaccina-
tions are now available for chil-
dren and qualifying adults at all 
Mississippi State Department of 
Health (MSDH) county health 
departments. Flu vaccination is 
recommended for everyone 6 
months of age and older as the 
best protection against the fl u.

“We recommend that all Mis-
sissippians get their fl u shots 
every year, but especially now 
with COVID-19. The fl u vac-
cine can be given at the same 
time – or any time before or 
after – the COVID-19 vaccine. 
There is no minimum amount 
of time you need to wait be-
tween these vaccinations,” said 
MSDH State Epidemiologist 
Dr. Paul Byers.

Dr. Byers said that fl u season 
can begin as early as November 
and last as late as March in Mis-
sissippi, but usually peaks any-
where from December through 
February.

Individual fl u cases are not 
reported to MSDH, but the 
agency monitors fl u activity 
through the ILI System, made 
up of healthcare providers in 
Mississippi who report the per-

centage of patients with fl u-like 
symptoms to a statewide data-
base. Providers participating in 
the system also submit respira-
tory samples for fl u testing to 
the MSDH Public Health Labo-
ratory. State health offi cials use 
this information to determine 
the presence and spread of fl u 
throughout the state.

“We recommend getting vac-
cinated now before we reach 
peak fl u activity. Infl uenza vac-
cination is especially important 
for young children, pregnant 
women, those over 65, and 
those with underlying health 
problems,” he said. “Flu vacci-
nation is the best way to protect 
both children and adults from 
serious complications such as 
hospitalization, and in many 
cases, death.”

Those 18 and under who are 
eligible for the Vaccines for 
Children program can receive 
a fl u vaccination for $10. In-
surance, Medicaid and Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram (CHIP) is accepted for 
children’s fl u shots. A list of all 
VFC providers can be found at 
www.HealthyMS.com/vfc.

Adults who are underinsured 
or uninsured and who meet cer-

tain high-risk criteria qualify 
for an adult fl u vaccination at 
MSDH county health depart-
ment clinics. Flu shots for in-
sured adults are now widely 
available through private phy-
sicians, pharmacies and retail 
centers.

While vaccination is the best 
protection against fl u, basic in-
fection control measures can 
also reduce the spread of fl u 
and should be taken whether or 
not individuals are vaccinated. 
These measures include cover-
ing your mouth when coughing 
and sneezing, staying at home 
when you or your children are 
sick, and washing your hands 
frequently. Wearing a face cov-
ering in public places offers ad-
ditional protection against the 
fl u.

Please call your local county 
health department to make an 
appointment for your vaccina-
tion.

To locate a county health 
department clinic in your area 
or for more information on 
fl u, visit the MSDH website at 
www.HealthyMS.com/fl u.

Follow MSDH by e-mail and 
social media at HealthyMS.
com/connect.
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Seasonal fl u 
vaccinations now 

available at all county 
health departments
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-316-8630

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.  
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Your home is only as smart
as your Internet.

• Plans up to 100 Mbps.‡

• Free Smart Home Manager App1

with Parental Controls.2

• The bandwidth to power multiple
 devices at once.
 Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

• Get a seamless whole-home Wi-Fi    
experience with AT&T Smart Wi-Fi.3

Limited availability. May not be available in your area. 
Call to see if you qualify.

$40/mo.

AT&T Internet

when bundled,
plus taxes &
equip. fee.

12 mo agmt, other qualifying service (min $19/mo) 
& combined bill req’d. $10/mo equip. fee applies. 

Incl 1TB data/mo. $10 chrg for each add’l 
50GB (up to $100/mo).†

Cut cable internet
and switch to AT&T
Internet. Call now! 855-340-7012

Iv Support Holdings LLC

Geographic and service restrictions apply to AT&T Internet services. Not all speeds available in all areas. Call to see if you qualify.
$40 INTERNET OFFER: Price for Internet (768k - 100) for new residential customers when bundled with another qualifying AT&T service (DIRECTV, U-verse TV, AT&T TV or AT&T Phone or postpaid 
AT&T wireless). Prorated ETF ($180) applies if Internet is disconnected before end of 12 months. Must maintain all bundled services to receive advertised pricing. Additional Fees & Taxes: Excludes 
cost-recovery charges, where applicable and $10/mo equipment fee. Activ/Installation: $35 activation fee (self-install) or $99 installation (full tech install) may apply. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing 
subject to change. Subj. to Internet Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. †Unlimited data allowance may also be purchased separately for an add’l $30/mo., or maintain a bundle 
of TV & Internet on a combined bill and receive unlimited internet data at no add’l charge. For more info, go to att.com/internet-usage.‡ Internet speed claims represent maximum network service 
capability speeds. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to att.com/speed101. 1AT&T Smart Home Manager is available to 
AT&T Internet service customers with a compatible AT&T Wi-Fi Gateway. Features limited to home Wi-Fi network. 2Parental Controls and Data Usage features available with BGW210, 5268AC and 
NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateways. 3AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole-home Wi-Fi connectivity may 
require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. O¢ers may not be combined with other promotional o¢ers on the same services and may be modi£ed or discontinued at any 
time without notice. Other conditions apply to all o¢ers. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, the AT&T logo and all other AT&T marks contained herein are trademarks 
of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T a�liated companies.
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NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateways. 3AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole-home Wi-Fi connectivity may 
require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. O¢ers may not be combined with other promotional o¢ers on the same services and may be modi£ed or discontinued at any 
time without notice. Other conditions apply to all o¢ers. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, the AT&T logo and all other AT&T marks contained herein are trademarks 
of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T a�liated companies.
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NOTICE OF  PU BLIC HEARING
CITY  OF  J ACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

SIG N V ARIANCE F OR ARBOR PARK APARTMENTS 

T H E  J A CK S O N  CI T Y  CO U N CI L  W I L L  CO N D U CT  A  P U B L I C H E A R I N G  O N  T H E  S I G N  
V A R I A N CE  F O R  A R B O R  P A R K  A P A R T M E N T S  T O  R E CE I V E  CI T I Z E N  I N P U T  I S  
S CH E D U L E D  F O R  T U E S D A Y ,  O CT O B E R   12 ,  2 0 2 1 A T  10 : 0 0  A . M .  I N  CO U N CI L  CH A M -
B E R S  A T  T H E  CI T Y  H A L L  B U I L D I N G ,  2 19  S O U T H  P R E S I D E N T  S T R E E T ,  J A CK S O N ,  
M S ,  3 9 2 0 1.   I N T E R E S T E D  CI T I Z E N S  A R E  E N CO U R A G E D  T O  A T T E N D .   P L E A S E  CO N -
T A CT  T H E  S I G N S  &  L I CE N S E  D I V I S I O N  ( 6 0 1)  9 6 0 - 115 4  F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N .

9 / 2 3 / 2 0 2 1 9 / 3 0 / 2 0 2 1

LEG AL

V acant Pastor J ob Announcement
Mt. Calv ary M. B. Church

35 0 Hillcrest Street
J ackson, MS   39213

M t.  Cal v ary  M .  B .  Ch urc h  is  now  ac c epting res umes  for a S enior P as tor.   W e are s eek ing a 
pas tor c al l ed b y  G od,  w h o is  mature in h is  faith ,  w ith  pas toral  ex perienc e in preparation for 
del iv ery  of th e w ord of G od.   H e mus t prov ide  l eaders h ip,  s piritual  guidanc e,  a v is ion,  and 
w ork  effec tiv el y  w ith  th e c ongregation.   I nteres ted minis ter s h oul d mail  a l etter of interes t,  
a res ume,  a c urrent ph oto and a c opy  of al l  minis terial  c redential s  to th e fol l ow ing:  M t.  Cal -
v ary  M .  B .  Ch urc h ,  A ttn:  P as toral  S earc h  Committee,  P .  O .  B ox  3 2 2 ,  T ougal oo,  M S   3 9 17 4 .    
R es umes  w il l  b e ac c epted s tarting O c tob er 1,  2 0 2 1 th ru N ov emb er 1,  2 0 2 1.

9 / 3 0 / 2 0 2 1

LEG AL

NOTICE OF  PU BLIC HEARING  
CITY  OF  J ACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

SIG N V ARIANCE F OR THE RESID ENCES AT G LEN OAKS APARTMENTS 

T H E  J A CK S O N  CI T Y  CO U N CI L  W I L L  CO N D U CT  A  P U B L I C H E A R I N G  O N  T H E  S I G N  
V A R I A N CE  F O R  T H E  R E S I D E N CE S  A T  G L E N  O A K S  A P A R T M E N T S  T O  R E CE I V E  
CI T I Z E N  I N P U T  I S  S CH E D U L E D  F O R  T U E S D A Y ,  O CT O B E R  12 ,  2 0 2 1 A T  10 : 0 0  A . M .  
I N  CO U N CI L  CH A M B E R S  A T  T H E  CI T Y  H A L L  B U I L D I N G ,  2 19  S O U T H  P R E S I D E N T  
S T R E E T ,  J A CK S O N ,  M S ,  3 9 2 0 1.  I N T E R E S T E D  CI T I Z E N S  A R E  E N CO U R A G E D  T O  
A T T E N D .  P L E A S E  CO N T A CT  T H E  S I G N S  &  L I CE N S E  D I V I S I O N  ( 6 0 1)  9 6 0 - 115 4  F O R  
M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N .  

9 / 2 3 / 2 0 2 1 9 / 3 0 / 2 0 2 1

LEG AL

NOTICE OF  PU BLIC HEARING
CITY  OF  J ACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

SIG N V ARIANCE F OR COLONY  POINTE APARTMENTS 

T H E  J A CK S O N  CI T Y  CO U N CI L  W I L L  CO N D U CT  A  P U B L I C H E A R I N G  O N  T H E  S I G N  
V A R I A N CE  F O R  CO L O N Y  P O I N T E   A P A R T M E N T S  T O  R E CE I V E  CI T I Z E N  I N P U T  I S  
S CH E D U L E D  F O R  T U E S D A Y ,  O CT O B E R   12 ,  2 0 2 1 A T  10 : 0 0  A . M .  I N  CO U N CI L  CH A M -
B E R S  A T  T H E  CI T Y  H A L L  B U I L D I N G ,  2 19  S O U T H  P R E S I D E N T  S T R E E T ,  J A CK S O N ,  
M S ,  3 9 2 0 1.   I N T E R E S T E D  CI T I Z E N S  A R E  E N CO U R A G E D  T O  A T T E N D .   P L E A S E  CO N -
T A CT  T H E  S I G N S  &  L I CE N S E  D I V I S I O N  ( 6 0 1)  9 6 0 - 115 4  F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N .
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Adv ertisement for RF Q

RF Q  2021-04 Architectural/ Eng ineering  D esig n and Proj ect Manag ement Serv ices

E l ec tronic  R F Q  propos al s  for th e ab ov e R F Q  w il l  b e rec eiv ed b y  th e B oard of T rus tees  
of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South President Street, 
J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi,  until  10 : 0 0  A . M .  ( L oc al  P rev ail ing T ime) ,  O c tob er 13 ,  2 0 2 1 at w h ic h  
time and pl ac e th ey  w il l  b e pub l ic l y  opened and read al oud.  J ac k s on P ub l ic  S c h ool s  w il l  
h ol d a P re- S ub mis s ion Conferenc e at 1: 3 0  P . M .  CS T  on W ednes day ,  O c tob er 6 ,  2 0 2 1 
l oc ated at th e E noc h s  A dminis trativ e Compl ex ,  10 1 D r.  D ennis  H ol l ow ay  D riv e,  J ac k s on,  
M S  3 9 2 0 1.  A ttendanc e at th e P re- S ub mis s ion Conferenc e is  not mandatory ,  b ut s trongl y  
enc ouraged.  
T h e B oard of T rus tees  res erv es  th e righ t to rej ec t any  and al l  R F Q s ,  to w aiv e informal ities ,  
and to withhold the acceptance of any RFQ if approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from 
th e date R F Q s  are opened.   

T h ere are tw o ( 2 )  options  in w h ic h  R F Q  propos al s  may  b e ob tained.  D ow nl oad from Cen-
tral  B idding w eb s ite at  H Y P E R L I N K  “ h ttp: / / w w w . c entral b idding. c om”  w w w . c entral b idding.
c om for a s mal l  fee of $ 4 9 . 9 9  or v is it J P S D  w eb s ite at  H Y P E R L I N K  “ h ttp: / / w w w . j ac k s on.
k 12 . ms . us ”  w w w . j ac k s on. k 12 . ms . us  and dow nl oad.   V endors  mus t b e regis tered w ith  Cen-
tral  B idding in order to el ec tronic al l y  upl oad and s ub mit R F Q  propos al s  at no c os t.  F or any  
q ues tions  c onc erning th e proc es s ,  or h ow  to regis ter,  pl eas e c ontac t Central  B idding at 
2 2 5 - 8 10 - 4 8 14 .

U ntil  furth er notic e,  al l  h and del iv ery  propos al s  del iv ered b etw een 9 : 0 0  a. m.  until  9 : 5 9  a. m.  
( l oc al  prev ail ing time)  th e date th e b id is  s c h edul ed to open,  mus t b e del iv ered to J P S D  
B oard R oom,  6 2 1 S outh  S tate S treet,  J ac k s on,  M S  3 9 2 0 1.
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COMPUTER AND IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN TRAINING
PROGRAMS From Ultimate Medical
Academy Offer Quality Healthcare
Education to Students 100% online.-
Ultimate Medical Academy: 1-866-664-
4140

GENERAC STANDBY GENERATORS
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a free quote today! Call
for additional terms and conditions. 1-
844-316-8630

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior and
Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-1028
UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful
New Blinds and Shades. FREE in-home
estimates make it convenient to shop
from home. Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA. Call for free
consultation: 833-822-2608. Ask about
our specials!

AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save! Call: 833-678-0500

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
w w w. d e n t a l 5 0 p l u s . c o m / m s p r e s s
#6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263
STATEWIDE ADVERTISING available
with one call, one bill convenience. Order
your classified or small display ad in over
90 newspapers across the state with one
call/one bill convenience from Mississippi
Press Services at 601-981-3060.

DIRECTV FOR $69.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Package. Watch
your favorite live sports, news and enter-
tainment anywhere. One year of HBO
Max FREE. Directv is #1 in Customer
Satisfaction (JD Power and Assoc.) Call
for more details! (some restrictions apply)
Call 1-855-978-3110
DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
8 7 7 - 6 2 8 -
3143

LIFE ALERT. One press of a button
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home and on
the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
855-686-5548 FREE Brochure.
LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING,
memory care, or independent living? A
Place for Mom simplifies the process of
finding senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-855-530-0567 today!
STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR
DISEASE are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-855-393-
5067.

Week of September 26, 2021

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

I n s u r a n c e

H o m e I m p r o v e m e n t

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u sF o r S a l e

I n s u r a n c e

Statewide
Classified Ads!
90+ newspapers for one low rate!
To order your advertising, call:

Mississippi Press Services
Sue Hicks, 601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3 118  Liv ing st o n R o a d
CASH & CARRY
C a pit o l St r eet   a nd Mo num ent  St r eet
CITY HALL
219  S Pr esident  St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
26 5 9  Liv ing st o n R o a d
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 9 5 7 N o r t hv iew D r  ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
203 0 N  Siwell R d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
43 3 1 H ig hwa y 8 0W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5 9 9 0 Medg a r  E v er s B lv d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 C a pit o l St  ( D o wnt o wn J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 04 B r ia r wo o d D r
DOLLAR GENERAL 
28 5 5  Mc D o well R d
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Ter r y R d
J & A FUEL STORES
3 249  Medg a r  E v er s  B lv d.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
23 25  Liv ing st o n R d.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
N o r t hside D r iv e
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
6 5 3  D uling  A v enue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
J a c kso n Medic a l Ma ll 
3 5 0 W  W o o dr o w W ilso n A v enue
SHELL FOOD MART
5 49 2 W a t kins D r iv e

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6 3 9 4 R idg ewo o d R d ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Ter r y R d ( So ut h J a c kso n)
WALGREENS 
3 8 0 W .  W o o dr o w W ilso n A v e

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - &anton, MS
B & B
702 :est 1orth Street - &anton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 1orth Liberty - &anton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
&hurch Street - &anton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - &anton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther .ing Drive - &anton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - &anton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 &hurch Street - &anton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 :est Fulton Street - &anton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - &anton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - &anton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 :estside Drive - &anton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125  Swing ing  B r idg e  D r .
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5 777 Ter r y R o a d
CITY HALL
Ter r y  R o a d

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - &linton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
a t  E x it  78
CITY HALL 
W est   C unning ha m   A v enue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
5 05  E .  Ma in St r eet
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port *ibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 (. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 :. &ourt Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 &ourtyard STuare, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi H wy 18
PITT STOP 
101 H wy 18  &  27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALLSudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
�[� bo[ with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each �[� bo[.

©  Feature Ex change

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Collapsed
2. Call
3. Popular condiment
4. Acting (abbr.)
5. Holy person
6. Cooking measurement
7. K nocks (2 wds.)
8. Cain’s brother
9. Madame
15. Pen stuff
19. Poem
21. Sleeper
23. Suppress
24. Jewelry need
25. Coral reef
26. Baby deer
27. Double-reed instrument
28. Expand
30. Religious person
32. Wing

ACROSS
1. Hertz
4. Stellar
10. Expression of surprise
11. Yellow melon
12. Volume (abbr.)
13. Leaning
1�. National flag
16. Artful
17. College head
18. Toward
20. Miss lang
22. _ _  vu
26. Driving hazard
29. Egg dish
31. Hug upon greeting
33. The other half of Jima
34. Cloth
35. New Jersey’s neighbor
36. Eastern airport
37. Wing

©  Feature Ex change

Sudoku Solution

©  Feature Ex change

Crossword Solution

©  Feature Ex change

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by James Taylor

©  Feature Ex change

Cryptogram Solution

©  Feature Ex change
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COVID-19 has 
made us worn and 
weary. Our tempera-
ments have changed.

We have become 
frazzled and on 
edge. Our patience 

is wearing thin. We are just out of 
sorts.

The deaths and illnesses caused 
by COVID-19 are staggering. The 
tragedy is that the numbers keep 
increasing. Sometimes it seems as 
if there is no end in sight.

If there is any good news about 
this, it is that the vaccine is work-
ing. It doesn’t matter what you took, 
as long as you took one of them.

I believe that taking the vaccine 
was a must. It was a health im-
perative. Those who say otherwise 
were whistling a bad tune. But do 
not worry, when it hits them, they 
will change their tune and admit 
their negligence.

Still at this juncture, we have 

over 70 million people in this coun-
try that have not received their fi rst 
shot. That is a big number given 
the fact we have been talking about 
the vaccine for months. Despite 
this statistic, booster shots are now 
a part of the vaccine regiment.

Pfi zer began its booster shot pro-
gram last week. However, it is not 
for everybody.

“Consequently, the Pfi zer-Bi-
oNTech COVID-vaccine is au-
thorized for use as a booster dose 
among individuals who completed 
a primary series of the Pfi zer-Bi-
oNTech COVID vaccine,” said Dr. 
Doran Fink, a deputy director of 
the FDA’s Division of Vaccines.

One of the groups that it is for 
is people who are 65 years and 
older. According to the Centers for 
Disease Control, this is one of the 
most vulnerable groups.

If you recall, President Joe Biden 
wanted everybody to get a booster 
shot 8 months after the fi rst shot.

That is not happening.
There is a difference of opinion 

among healthcare experts about 

this additional shot and this is not 
helping the vaccine cause.

This divide is strengthening the 
case for some not to get vaccinat-
ed. I can hear them saying now, I 
told you so. I told you it wouldn’t 
work.

Dr. William Schaffner of the 
Vanderbilt University Medical 
Center in Nashville Tennessee be-
lieves there should be two goals.

The fi rst goal is to get people 
vaccinated and the second is to get 
them to take the booster shot.

These are achievable goals and 
we the people need to get onboard. 
Our lives are at stake, and we are at 
risk each day that we do not have 
maximum protection.

Geography and statistics tell us 
where the un-vaccinated are liv-
ing. Their reasons for not taking the 
vaccine are varied and vague. What 
the science is telling them is that 
their living is being compromised.

Reports say over 90%  of the peo-
ple in hospitals with the Coronavi-
rus are un-vaccinated. When will 
it matter to them? Maybe never.

As the booster shot by Pfi zer is 
out, availability and access will be 
concerns at the health desk.

There is still too much vaccine 
hesitancy among the American 
public. Since the initial vaccine 
rollout there has been a strong 
marketing campaign. Stars and 
celebrities are touting the vaccine. 
We will see the same push for the 
booster shots.

In the coming weeks and 
months, other companies will re-
lease their booster shots. Will there 
be the same requirements? We will 
have to wait and see.

Let us hope going forward that 
there is consensus among the ex-
perts about the parameters. They 
must be crystal clear. These are 
sensitive matters and perceptions 
go a long way.

We must trust and believe in our 
medical experts.

The important thing is the vac-
cines and booster shots are trying 
to prevent the spread of the deadli-
est virus in our lifetime. It is called 
COVID-19.

Money has two 
sides – a light side 
and a dark side.  
Most people live 
on the dark side in 
the murky gloom 
of struggle, bond-

age and even outright poverty.  
But a few have crossed over to the 
light side, the bright side, the side 
of true wealth. Financial freedom, 
time freedom and location freedom 
are all ours if we’re willing to fol-
low the trail blazed by courageous 
wealth builders. Are you ready?  
Let me introduce you to our guide;  
his name is Coach 2X . Let’s go.

The story of his journey to the 
other side of money began deep on 
the dark side, with no money and 
no ability to get a job. A few wrong 
turns in life landed Coach 2X  in 
prison and he emerged with a felony 
record that blocked all employment 
opportunities. We all know some-
one in this exact predicament, but 
even more prevalent are those who 
are imprisoned in various other 
economic and social traps – under-
employment, defi cient education, 
illness, disability, family disfunc-
tion. The list goes on;  the darkness 
is deep. But in his desperate place 
of despair, Coach 2X  reached deep 
within himself and forged a plan to 
set himself free.

He began by implementing a 
rather well known but little utilized 

legal strategy – forming his own 
corporation and operating under 
contract as an entrepreneur. As 
such he was able to get jobs, employ 
others and earn enough to sustain 
himself and his family. Stepping 
into entrepreneurship was like plac-
ing his foot on the yellow brick road 
leading to the magical land of Oz.  

The good news is that with a little 
research, education and coaching 
anyone can throw off the shackles 
of the work-a-day world and take 
the reins of personal fi nances into 
his own hands. Success in this 
brave new world, however, only 
works within a community of like-
minded people who are motivated 
and driven to be free. Within such a 
community, Coach 2X  advanced to 
the next level.

On this higher plane, he discov-
ered a business model where inde-
pendent contractors are paid when 
they create a workforcwce to sell 
products, goods or services – al-
lowing people to be their own boss, 
set their own hours and enjoy un-
limited earning potential. This $185 
billion industry creates more mil-
lionaires than any other industry 
on the planet, yet only a few truly 
recognize its potential. Few are and 
are willing to put in the sweat equi-
ty and push through to success. But 
Coach 2X  was relentless. Check out 
his time-tested formula for success:

1. H a r d  w o r k .  Be the boss and 
kick your own behind

2. Ri g h t  m e n t o r . Someone who 

has already arrived where you’re 
going.

3. P o s i t i v e  m i n d s e t . A reservoir 
of energy to power through. 

4. Re a d ,  r e a d ,  r e a d . Become a 
life-long learner.

5. P e r s e v e r a n c e . Push through 
the darkness and never, ever give 
up.

6. Se n s e  o f  U r g e n c y . Take action 
now.

7. G e n u i n e l y  Ca r i n g  P e r s o n a l -
i t y . Personal courage and vulnera-
bility on display to empower others. 

These seven key strategies led to 
the secret passageway to the other 
side of money. In the last 9 months 
Coach 2X  earned nearly $500,000 
and is on track to becoming that 
proverbial � fi gure income earner 
for the remainder of his life. And, 
best of all, he knows that his own 
personal success is increased when-
ever he reaches back and pulls oth-
ers into the light with him – a Har-
riet Tubman concept of freedom 
fi ghting played out in the fi nancial 
arena.

The resource he discovered is 
blockchain-based so it’s all about 
technology: the new money sys-
tem, cryptocurrency and digitized 
(or tokenized) assets. Although 
many think of this crypto stuff as 
the wave of the future, true insid-
ers recognize that it’s here now, and 
it’s here to stay. Those who get in 
early, like Coach 2X , have the most 
to gain.

For the fi rst time in history, a 

great wealth transfer is happening, 
and the door is open for the com-
mon man to get in before the big 
banks and money brokers.

The blockchain world offers op-
portunities for everyone to earn 
residual income and gain consider-
able wealth. Even while working 
a traditional job, those new to the 
crypto world can participate in a 
potentially lucrative “side hustle” 
to supplement a regular salary.

Residual income comes in two 
fl avors� passive and active.

Passive, residual income is de-
rived from assets that are acquired 
once and then pay interest or divi-
dends into the future. Some of these 
future payments may be for a des-
ignated period of time but some are 
payments for life and can be left 
as a legacy for future generations 
within the family!  

But the most profi table income 
opportunities are found in the ac-
tive residual income, where the ac-
tivities of a collective of people are 
leveraged to increase the wealth of 
every individual within the group, 
as they build the worth of the com-
munity as a whole.

For Coach 2X , the bulk of earn-
ings is derived from his consistent 
work ethic – month after month – 
and his ability to duplicate that ef-
fort in those who have followed him 
into the arena. Together, they form 
an unstoppable wealth generating 
machine.

One of the most important reasons 
to vote Donald Trump out of the White 
House was to stop him from packing 
our federal courts with even more anti-
voting-rights, anti-equality, pro-corpo-
rate judges.

Stopping the fl ood of bad Trump 
judges was a huge accomplishment for every organizer 
and voter who helped elect Joe Biden as president. And 
that’s only part of the good news. President Biden is 
making history with the most diverse set of judicial 
nominees ever. 

President Trump’s judicial nominees were over-
whelmingly white men, often young and unqualifi ed. 
They were almost always picked for their commitment 
to a right-wing judicial ideology that makes it harder 
for millions of Americans to count on the courts for 
justice. Thanks to Trump and his Republican enablers 
in the Senate, we will be dealing with hundreds of 
those judges for years to come. 

Elections matter. Right now, instead of more judges 
hand-picked by right-wing legal activists and their cor-
porate allies, President Biden is making good on his 
promise to bring greater diversity to our federal courts. 
Biden is naming far more brilliant black judges and 
women judges than any other president – including 
Barack Obama. 

Let’s look at some numbers. Because they are im-
pressive. 

More than 30 percent of Biden’s judicial nominees so 
far have been black. Fewer than 5 percent of Trump’s 
judicial picks were black.

More than a quarter of Biden’s judicial nominees 
have been black women. Under Trump, it was less than 
one percent. In fact, almost half of President Biden’s 
judicial nominees are women of color.  

Biden has been in offi ce for less than a year, and he 
has already doubled the number of black women judges 
on the circuit courts – the highest level of federal courts 
below the Supreme Court. Trump named zero black 
judges to the circuit courts;  nearly 40 percent of Biden’s 
circuit court nominees have been black. 

There’s also a lot more diversity in Biden nominees’ 
life experiences and professional backgrounds. They 
aren’t all corporate lawyers and law professors. Almost 
one-third of them have had experience as public de-
fenders. Some of them have worked at respected civil 
rights organizations. Some have devoted their legal 
careers to protecting and representing workers. One 
started her career at the Legal Aid Society. 

This is how we get federal courts that represent all of 
us, not just the most privileged and powerful. 

And that brings us back to elections. President Biden 
has been able to get his nominees confi rmed – more 
lifetime Mudges at this point in his term in offi ce since 
Gerald Ford – because voters in Georgia elected Sens. 
Raphael Warnock and Jon Ossoff. 

If Republicans still held a Senate majority, Mitch 
McConnell would be slow-walking and stopping 
Biden’s judicial nominees. When Trump was in power, 
McConnell laughed and bragged about how he kept 
so many of President Obama’s nominees from getting 
confi rmed so that Trump would have lots of vacancies 
to fi ll. 

McConnell would love to regain the power to block 
Biden’s judicial nominees. He would love to return to 
his practice of refusing to schedule hearings and votes 
on even the most qualifi ed Mudges. He would love to 
abuse his power to keep hundreds of judicial seats va-
cant in the hopes that Trump or some other Republican 
will take back the White House in 2024. And bring 
back the fl ood of white, right-wing men determined to 
impose their ideology on the federal courts and on all 
of us. 

We can’t let that happen.
Let’s praise the good work being done by the Biden 

White House and Senate Democrats. Let’s thank them 
for bringing balance and diversity and a commitment 
to equal justice for all to the federal courts. And let’s 
work as hard as we can to keep the Senate and White 
House in Democratic hands in 2022 and 2024. 

OPINION

By James B. Ewers Jr.
P res id ent E m eritus
T een M entoring Com m ittee of  O h io

The second wave of COVID-19 
has been fi lled with uncertainty 
and unpredictability of the virus it-
self. However, we’ve had plenty of 
opportunities to avoid preventable 
downfalls. The two-dose mRNA 
vaccines have been confi rmed to 
be highly effective at preventing 
infection, illness and hospitaliza-
tion, even from the now prevalent 
Delta variant according to vaccine 
health offi cials pointing to emerg-
ing research. 

Despite the apparent impor-
tance of being fully vaccinated, 
there has been a lag in persons in 
the United States who are receiv-
ing the vaccine to receive their sec-

ond and get the full protection both 
shots offer. Fifteen million people 
in the United States have missed 
their second shot according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC).

In a recent town hall hosted by 
the Black Coalition Against Covid, 
guest speaker Dr. Simira L. Brown 
said, “The level of protection 
you’re able to get to is signifi cantly 
different with one shot versus two, 
and that’s exactly the reason why 
you need two shots if you’re get-
ting the Pfi zer which is the vaccine 
that’s approved down to 12 [ years 
old] .” She added, “So if you’re go-
ing to get into that over 90 percent 
protection which is incredibly 
good, and protects against every 

single variant that we have seen 
here in the U.S., you have to get 
both to be able to get to that level.” 

Public health and vaccine ex-
perts have long emphasized the im-
portance of following the course of 
full vaccination. But a newly pub-
lished study by Stanford Medicine 
quantifi es how important a second 
dose of an mRNA vaccine is when 
it comes to fi ghting off COVID-19.

Experts also say that by getting 
a second dose of the mRNA vac-
cine, your immune cells will re-
member their previous encounter 
with that very same vaccine. 

The second shot is recommend-
ed three weeks after the fi rst Pfi z-
er-BioNTech shot or four weeks 
after the fi rst Moderna shot. Sec-

ond doses were considered missed 
if more than 42 days had passed 
since the initial shot.

“Getting you to come in and get 
tested is one step, getting you to 
get vaccinated is another. Getting 
you to get your second dose has 
become its own barrier,” said Nic 
Lee with the 5afi ki Coalition for 
Health &  Wellness

More than 15 million people 
in the U.S. still haven’t gotten a 
second dose of a COVID-19 vac-
cine. A misconception persists that 
one dose provides ample protec-
tion from the virus. Additionally, 
there’s a fear of that a second dose 
will lead to side effects – which 
are reportedly more severe than 
after the fi rst dose for some people. 

Challenges of getting an appoint-
ment and fi nding the time to get a 
second dose are among the other 
reasons people have given for not 
getting fully vaccinated to fi ght 
COVID-19.

Dr. Nerissa Price of WakeMed 
Health in Raleigh, NC stresses that 
getting two doses of a COVID-19 
vaccine will equip more black 
Americans with good protection 
from the virus. “It’s really not un-
til after that second shot that you 
get full protection,” Dr. Price said. 
And full protection we need to 
clarify as well does not mean 100 
percent protection,” she added. “It 
still means that people need to be 
careful in certain settings where 
there’s a high number of unvacci-

nated individuals. I have the sim-
ple math. The fi rst shot gets you 
half the way. The second shot gets 
you all the way. Even still, we need 
to be mindful of the new variants 
and the new information that gets 
released every day.”

Regardless of whether you’re 
busy or want to avoid feeling 
under the weather, experts say 
getting fully vaccinated is vital, 
especially with the highly trans-
missible Delta variant continuing 
to spread throughout the country. 
Banding together with your doctor 
and doing your part by becoming 
fully vaccinated can protect our 
lives, the lives of our loved ones 
and the lives of those in our black 
communities.

The booster shots are 
available. Will we take them?

Skipping out on the second dose adds to the “Pandemic of The Unvaccinated”

Getting to the other 
side of money

Biden’s promise 
for diverse judges 
and federal court 

diversity
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 By Gail White
H ea l th  &  Wea l th  L if e Coa c h

 By Ben Jealous
P eop l e F or th e A m eric a n Wa y

By Josephine Reed
Crea tiv e M a rk eting R es ourc es ,  I nc .



Ted Pontifet’s very personal 
memoir, Politics Parasites Ro-
mance in Africa, captures the 
youthful optimism and spirit of 
adventure of the 1960’s.

Pontifet vividly recalls a 
moment in time when Africa 
seemed to speak directly to Afri-
can Americans, inviting them to 
return to help rebuild the moth-

erland. Some like Mose Jackson 
believed in themselves and in 
Africa enough to respond to the 
call.

In Politics Parasites Romance 
in Africa, Casablanca is por-
trayed as an exotic gateway to 
Africa, but the real story unfolds 
in newly independent Ghana. 
Although sprinkled with a few 
now internationally recognizable 
names, this is primarily a story of 

the many less well-known artists 
and other African Americans – or 
“Afros” as the Ghanaians called 
them – who sojourned in Africa 
in the early 1960’s.

For multi-talented artist Mose 
Jackson and his fellow Afro ex-
patriates, their romantic vision of 
Africa is confronted by very real 
cultural, personal and political 
challenges and contradictions. 
They learn the hard lesson that 

although they may have been 
called to Africa, not all will be 
chosen to remain and make a 
long-term contribution or suc-
ceed in being fully accepted and 
integrated into Africa. 

Politics Parasites Romance in 
Africa arouses every emotion. 
It’s often laugh-out-loud funny 
and joyously sensual. It also 
sings the blues, but counters with 
the celebration of small victories, 

appreciation of human gener-
osity, and triumph of personal 
growth. 

Politics Parasites Romance in 
Africa is a feast for all the senses. 
Through Mose Jackson, we can 
see, hear, feel, taste and smell the 
places and people of Accra. The 
visual artist’s imagery and atten-
tion to detail bring the African 
scene to life. His jazz references 
and metaphors keep him ground-

ed in a very African American 
sensibility.

We are drawn into Mose Jack-
son’s world of colorful friends 
and breathtaking lovers. As the 
story ends, we are left wanting 
to know what’s next for Mose 
Jackson.

Jannette D omingo, Ph.D  is 
D ean Emeritus at John Jay Col-
lege of Criminal Justice in New 
Y ork, NY

By Janette Domingo, Ph.D.
D ea n E m eritus ,  J oh n J a y  Col l ege

W RTM-F M 100.5  F M, J ACKSON’ S SOU L, 
RHY THM AND  BLU ES AND  SOU THERN 
SOU L STATION PLAY ING  MORE 
V ARIETY , LESS TALK AND  THE MU SIC 
AD U LTS W ANT TO HEAR! 

BOOK REVIEW:

POLITICS PARASITES 
ROMANCE IN AFRICA
BY TED PONTIFET
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EDUCATION

UDC President perfectly explains 
the tremendous value of HBCUs

Historically Black colleges 
and Universities in America 
remain as vital as ever and 
University of the District of 
Columbia President Ronald 
Mason Jr. took less than a min-
ute to explain.

“We’ve held America togeth-
er until it’s able to fi gure out 
its issues with race,” Mason 
said during a visit to National 
Newspaper Publishers Associ-
ation’s (NNPA) state-of-the-art 
television studio in Northwest, 
Washington, D.C.

“The challenge for America 
is that you hear companies say 
they can’t fi nd talent – whether 
it’s cybersecurity, nursing or 
IT,” Mason expressed.

“Well, one reason is that, for 
the system America designed to 
exist, 77 percent of the wealth 

is controlled by 10 percent of 
the population, and 90 percent 
of that 10 percent is white.”

Further making the case, Ma-
son continued:

“Either white people are 

supreme, or we live in a sys-
tem designed to produce those 
kinds of numbers. There is 
no science to say that the fi rst 
thing is right, so it’s the second.

“To produce those outcomes, 
you have to have a system that 
eliminates talent as part of the 
education process because you 
can’t allow talent to compete 
on the basis of natural talent 
and end up with those kinds of 
numbers.”

Mason visited the NNPA stu-
dios to tape an appearance on 
the PBS-TV and PBS-World 
news and talk show, The Cha-
vis Chronicles, with host and 
NNPA President and CEO Dr. 
Benjamin F. Chavis Jr.

He declared that HBCUs 
“overproduce” the talent need-
ed to fi ll signifi cant positions 
inside and outside corporate 
America.

“We correctly diagnose the 
problem, we know what the 
issue is, and we know what 
our students face and are up 
against,” Mason remarked.

“We learn to implement an 
education system that adjusts 
to the damage that white su-
premacy tries to do. People 
need not support HBCUs out 
of the goodness of their hearts. 
They need to do it because they 
need the talent and 90 percent 
of the talent in America is in-
side these vast and untapped 
resources that HBCUs special-
ize in and produce.”

Earlier this year, UDC an-
nounced an Independent Eco-
nomic Impact Study that re-
vealed the university generated 
$406 million within the District 
of Columbia and $523 million 
in annual fi nancial impact in 
the Washington Metropolitan 

Region.
“The results of the study 

demonstrate UDC’s value 
proposition to the Washington 
Metropolitan Area as a force 
for good through its research, 
academic preparation, job cre-
ation and role in community 
development,” Mason noted.

As the District of Columbia’s 
only public university, UDC, 
has a longstanding commit-
ment to providing affordable, 
world-class instruction that 
addresses the needs and chal-
lenges of groups historically 
denied access to higher educa-
tion, Mason added.

“This independent study 
confi rms the importance of 
having a strong public system 
of higher learning in the Dis-
trict as the anchor for a sustain-
able, resilient, equitable urban 
community,” he said.

By Stacy M. Brown
N N P A  N ew s w ire Corres p ond ent

President Ronald Mason Jr. says either white people are supreme, or we 
live in a system designed to produce those kinds of numbers. There is 
no science to say that the fi rst thing is right, so it’s the second.
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HCSD recognizes National Hispanic American Heritage Month

THS Volleyball Lady Bulldog Highlights

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
E N G A G I N G - E MPO W E R I N G - E N SUR I N G - E X C E LLE N C E

Each year, Americans observe National Hispanic Heritage Month 
from September 15 to October 15, by celebrating the histories, 
cultures and contributions of American citizens whose ancestors 
came from Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean and Central and South 
America.

The observation started in 1968 as Hispanic Heritage Week under 
President Lyndon Johnson and was expanded by President Ronald 
Reagan in 1988 to cover a 30-day period starting on September 15 
and ending on October 15. It was enacted into law August 17, 1988, 
on the approval of Public Law 100-402.

The day of September 15 is signifi cant because it is the anniversary 
of independence for Latin American countries Costa Rica, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. In addition, Mexico 
and Chile celebrate their independence days September 16 and 
September 18, respectively. Also, Columbus Day or Día de la Raza, 
which is October 12, falls within this 30-day period.

Pictured L-R: Staff Sgt. Melvin 
Morris, Sgt. 1st Class Jose 
Rodela, and Spc. 4 Santiago J. 
Erevia, Medal of Honor honorees 
recognized during the Medal of 
Honor ceremony in the East Room 
of the White House, March 18, 2014.

Housing and Urban Development Secretary 
Julián Castro speaks at a diversity panel at the 
U.S. Department of Education in Washington, DC. 

Pictured L-R: Brayan DeLeon Gomez, CMS 8th 
grade student; Daffonie Moore, CMS Principal; 
and Carlos Rivas Perez, CMS 8th grade student 
was recognized recently for graduating out of the 
ELL program with last year’s Las Links Test. 

Nancy G. Tillman, EL coordinator, and members of the 
Immigrant Alliance for Justice and Equity of Mississippi



Over 33,000 fans attended Jack-
son State’s home opener last Satur-
day. Delta State battled back after 
JSU jumped out to a 17-0 halftime 
in the W.C. Gorden Classic, falling 
24-17.

The Statesmen showed their 
heart and determination in the 
second half. Coach Deion Sand-
ers took time out to acknowledge 
personally, the job Delta State’s 
running back, Deion Dampier, did.  
Dampier rushed for 93 yards on 8 
carries. He was a spark plug and 
catalyst for Delta State.

The Darkside Defense held on to 
seal the victory. The offense only 
mustered 1 touchdown in the sec-
ond half when Shedeur Sanders 
connected with Warren Newman 
for a 6-yard touchdown. Sanders 
was solid in his collegiate home 
opener. 

Shedeur completed 25 of 36 
passes for 251 yards with 3 touch-
down passes. Santee Marshall and 
Peyton Pickett combined for 105 
rushing yards. Consistency has 
haunted the offense all season.

Sustaining drives and turnovers 
have plagued the offense. With the 
bye week here, look for JSU to re-
fi ne somethings offensively while 
giving coach Prime some rest.  
Coach Prime had surgery earlier 
in the week on his foot, but still 
coached the game Saturday.

Next up for JSU is a road game 
against Alabama A& M.

The win Saturday puts Jackson 
State with a 3-1 record heading into 
the bye week.
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B y  Tim Ward
S p orts  E d itor

JSU wins home opener 

As Sheriff elect, I want to restore the confi dence and 
commitment to all +inds &ounty residents especially 
our youth. :e know the increase in crime has caused 
many residents and youth to second guess day to day 
decisions, sometimes creating life and death situations

I am committed to helping our youth by making sure with 
bring back <outh Activities Programs to help enrich their 
lives.  In order to do this my priorities include:

- Taking necessary to receive grants for *(D classes, 
Soft &omputer Skills Programs, and &ulinary Must to 
name a few.

- &reate partnerships with our local courts and churches 
to stand in while teaching Self Awareness &lasses.
    -Increasing School Resource Offi cer visibility in every 
+inds &ounty School.

- Reinstating both crime prevention and crime solving 
initiatives. These programs include DAR(, TRIAD, 
*R(AT, and 9ictims Assistance

sealsforsheriff@gmail.com
601-624-9949

123 Highway 80 East #162, Clinton, MS 39056

Special Election November 2, 2021

Paid for by Friends of Leon Seals for Hinds County Sheriff

JSU Tiger fans Frances and John Morris PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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