
P resident Joe Biden applaud-
ed the work of the Congressio-
nal Black Caucus and called for 
ending systemic racism during 
the Congressional Black Caucus 
Foundation’s P hoenix  Awards.

The awards closed out the 
week-long Congressional Black 
Caucus Foundation’s Annual 
Legislative Conference.

“I got here just a year after the 
Black Caucus started, 5 0  years, 
and the Black Caucus has gotten 
stronger every year with a pow-
erhouse of ideas and a training 
ground for a lot of great lead-
ers,” P resident Biden remarked.

“The CBC has made a differ-
ence, and as we emerge from 
this pandemic, the time is right 
to root out systemic racism. 
The time is now for a moral re-
sponse to heal the soul of this 
nation and to ensure that black 
Americans are fully dealt into 
the economy, and to this society, 
they have built and shaped for 
centuries.”

Hosted by actress Angela 
Bassett, the P hoenix  Awards 
recognizes ex traordinary contri-
butions to the black community 
and featured Stacey Abrams, 
Ledisi, and others.

Singer Chaka Khan closed 
out the awards with her hit song, 
“I’m E very Woman.”

The conference also acknowl-
edged the largest Congressional 
Black Caucus (CBC) class to 
date.

“The conference program-
minJ reÀ ect>ed@ oXr charJe Ior 
2 0 2 1  and beyond to a continued 
commitment to uplifting, em-
powering and mobilizing black 
communities through the theme 
of ‘ Black E x cellence U nparal-
leled: P ressing O nward in P ow-
er,’´ &%&) oIfi cials noted.

The conference featured 
thought leaders, legislators and 
concerned citizens who engage 
in economic development, 
civil and social justice, public 
health, and education.

CBC Chair Rep. Joyce 
Beatty (D -O hio) opened the 
conference with honorary 
co-chairs Rep. Anthony 
Brown (D -Maryland) and 
Rep. Lisa Blunt Roches-
ter (D -D elaware), CBCF 
Chair Lori George Bill-
ingsley, and CBCF P resi-
dent Tonya V easey.

Sessions included 
“Re-envisioning Lib-
eration for the Global 
Black D iaspora” and 
“Real Talk: Conver-
sations about Fam-
ily Caregiving in the 
Black Community,” 
featuring Melanie 
Campbell, presi-
dent, and CE O  of 
the National Coali-
tion on Black Civic 
P articipation, and 
convener of the 
Black Women’s 
Roundtable.

The con-
ference also 
tackled “The 
Impact of Cov-
id-1 9  on Black 
Businesses: O ne 
Year Later,” where panelists 
discussed the racial wealth di-
vide.

“Black businesses continue 
to ex perience the downside 
of navigating a pandemic and 
dramatically reduced access to 
resources especially customers 
and contracts,” conference of-
fi cials stated.

“The lack of equitable access 
to capital and shrinking reserves 
continues to hinder sustainabil-

ity. Clearly, CO V ID -1 9  has im-
pacted our society in more ways 
than one, and black entrepre-
neXrs are fi JhtinJ a pandemic 
within a pandemic.”

Sessions also included an 
“E nvironmental Justice Brain-
trust,” which focused on the 
connection between environ-

mental justice and health dis-
parities.

The CO V ID -1 9  pandemic 
laid bare the siJnifi cant impact 
both environmental and health 
disparities have on communi-
ties of color.

The event was planned to be 
held in the parking lot of Col-
lege Hill Missionary Baptist 
Church, but the weather had 
other ideas. The Youth Min-
istry of the church, located at 
1 6 0 0  Florence Ave., Jackson, 
did not let the forecast of rain 
dampen the spirits of their 
hosting a special Wednesday 
Night worship event for the 
young people of the church and 
community.

The event, “P ark and P raise” 
was held recently in the sanc-
tuary of the church, instead of 
the parking lot and it came with 
a lot of praise from the young 
participants and their guests.

Linda Rush, the director of 
the church’s Youth Ministry 
said, “The impact of CO V ID -1 9  

forced us to think outside of 
the box  to how we would adapt 
our worshiping ex perience 

during an unprecedented pan-

The board that governs 
Mississippi’s public univer-
sities has voted to prohibit 
schools from requiring CO -
V ID -1 9  vaccines for stu-
dents and staff.

The Board of Trustees of 
the Mississippi Institutions 
of Higher Learning took the 
vote on Friday, said Caron 
Blanton, communications 
director for the Missis-
sippi Institutions of Higher 
Learning.

At an earlier meeting on 
Aug. 2 7 , the board voted not 
to require public university 
students to be vaccinated 
against CO V ID -1 9 . Board 
members decided to vote 
again because there was 
confusion about whether of-
fi cials at indiYidXal schools 
could choose to mandate 
the shots if they wished to, 
Blanton said.

“E x cept for clinical set-
tings within institutions, 
centers, departments and 
programs, institutions are 
directed to refrain from 
mandating the CO V ID -1 9  
vaccination as a condition of 
enrollment or employment,” 

the new motion passed Fri-
day reads.

The clinical ex ception 
means that the policy ad-
opted by the U niversity of 
Mississippi Medical Center, 
which already announced 
that it will require students 
and staff to be vaccinated 
against CO V ID -1 9  by Nov. 
1 , will stay in place.

Friday’s meeting took 
place during the board’s an-
nual retreat away from Jack-
son. It was not livestreamed, 
so the public could not hear 
what was discussed.

D uring the livestreamed 
August meeting, nine board 
members said the vaccine 
should not be mandated. 
Many said they support stu-
dents getting the CO V ID -1 9  
vaccine, but that shots 
should be voluntary.

The board’s two physician 
members, D r. Alfred Mc-
Nair Jr. and D r. Steven Cun-
ningham, were the only two 
board members who voted 
to mandate vaccinations.

Mississippi’s public uni-
versities already mandate 

The Supreme Court will 
hear arguments D ec. 1  in 
Mississippi’s bid to have 
the landmark Roe v. Wade 
decision guaranteeing a 
woman’s right to an abor-
tion overturned.

The court issued its argu-
ments calendar for late No-
vember and early D ecember 
on Monday.

Mississippi is asking the 
high court to uphold its ban 
on most abortions after the 
1 5 th week of pregnancy. 
The state has told the court 
it should overrule Roe and 
the 1 9 9 2  decision in P lanned 
P arenthood v. Casey that 
prevent states from banning 
abortion before viability, the 
point at which a fetus can 

survive outside the womb, 
around 2 4  weeks of preg-
nancy.

The court recently al-
lowed a Tex as law to take 
effect that bans abortions 
after cardiac activity can be 
detected, around 6  weeks 
of pregnancy, before some 
women even know they are 
pregnant. The law is unusu-
al in that it allows private 
citizens to sue people who 
may have facilitated a pro-
hibited abortion. The court, 
split 5 -4 , did not rule on the 
constitutionality of the law, 
but rather declined to block 
enforcement while a chal-
lenge to the law plays out in 
the courts.

Still, abortion providers 
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 By Mark Sherman
A ssoc ia te d  P r e ss

Welcome  Back to School Supply Drive hosted by the youth ministry

The conference featured 
thought leaders, legislators and 
concerned citizens who engage 
in economic development, 
civil and social justice, public 
health, and education.

CBC Chair Rep. Joyce 
Beatty (D -O hio) opened the 
conference with honorary 
co-chairs Rep. Anthony 
Brown (D -Maryland) and 
Rep. Lisa Blunt Roches-
ter (D -D elaware), CBCF 
Chair Lori George Bill-
ingsley, and CBCF P resi-
dent Tonya V easey.

Sessions included 
“Re-envisioning Lib-
eration for the Global 
Black D iaspora” and 
“Real Talk: Conver-
sations about Fam-
ily Caregiving in the 
Black Community,” 
featuring Melanie 
Campbell, presi-
dent, and CE O  of 
the National Coali-
tion on Black Civic 
P articipation, and 
convener of the 
Black Women’s 
Roundtable.

The con-
ference also 
tackled “The 
Impact of Cov-
id-1 9  on Black 
Businesses: O ne 
Year Later,” where panelists 
discussed the racial wealth di-
vide.

“Black businesses continue 
to ex perience the downside 
of navigating a pandemic and 

ity. Clearly, CO V ID -1 9  has im- mental justice and health dis-

Board: Public 
universities 

cannot require 
COVID-19 vaccine

Supreme Court sets 
to hear arguments 

in big abortion case 
in Mississippi

Young peoples’ ministries
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President Biden calls for end 
to systemic racism during 

CBCF Conference
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The Claiborne County Writers’ Guild is a 
small but passionate group of writers who 
actively promote the literary arts in the com-
munity. From encouraging students with 
scholarships to critiquing each other’s work, 
to just good fellowship and enlightenment, 
they are all about inspiring new talent to 
grow and new works to come forth.

To honor one of their founding members, 
D r. Jerry Komia D omato, for his impact 

and inÀ Xence in the commXnity, members 
decided to write tributes to him. Writers’ 
Guild member Rose King would like to ac-
knowledge that D r. D omatob serves as vice 
president of the Harriette P erson Memorial 
Library Friends of the Library.

Tributes to a literary icon
D r. Jerry D omatob stimulates positive, 

inÀ Xential thoXJht patterns, creatiYe words 
aimed at producing the greater good for 
humanity. D r. D omatob is a peaceful, soft-
spoken, humble man, small in stature but 
huge in mentoring the writers to be effec-
tive in using the power of words for good. 
Civilized people see and help others to see 
that right and wrong, love and hate have no 
color character in the evidence of who we 
are. D r. D omatob is humble, kind, helpful, 
compassionate and one who has impeccable 
character. – E vg. Sarah G. Chambliss

I perceive D r. D omatob to be a humble 
man; a man of understanding and wisdom 
clothed in a soft-spoken demeanor. I appre-
ciate and applaud his sincere concern for 

others. Most of all, I appreciate his willing-
ness to help others. If I were to describe him 
in a few words, or label him, my banner for 
D r. D omatob would read, “Let brotherly 
love continue.” – E vg. Mavis Randle

D r. D omatob, our community is richly 
blessed by having you as an educator, writer 
and photographer, who is grounded in love 
and peace for a community you now call 
home. As a founding member you searched 
out the writers in our small community 
and formed the Claiborne County Writers’ 
*Xild. :heneYer we met, yoXr fi rst TXestion 
would be, “Have you written anything? ” 
You always encouraged each of us to write 
and share our words with others. You said by 
sharing your work with the public you bless 
others and liIt their spirit. 1ow when I fi rst 
met D r. D omatob years ago, he walked up 
to me at the E x x on station and said, “Greet-
ings sir, you are Robert Anderson, and you 
sir are a writer! ” Hesitantly I said, “Yes.” 
D oc ex plained that he was trying to estab-
lish a writers guild in P ort Gibson, MS and 
I want you to be a part of the group. I guess 
someone had peeped me out to D oc because 
he wanted to read some of my work. A few 
weeks later fi Ye writers Jathered at &hristian 
Chapel Church. D r. D omatob, Sarah Gordon 
Chambliss, Katie L. D aniels, Marie Thomp-
son, and I, Robert Anderson, formed The 
Claiborne County Writers’ Guild. So, I thank 
you D r. Jerry D omatob, for your encourage-
ment, your friendship and everything you do 
to inspire others. – Robert Anderson

The task at hand is lofty and grand
It’s simple, yet challenging too
Jerry D omatob, man; I believe that I can
Write a short and sweet tribute to you.
As I set about to write a few words out
About our good friend Jerry D
I didn’t mean to be long, but something 

went wrong
$ À ood oI words started cominJ to me.
If adjectives were money and adverbs 

were honey
He would make you a rich diabetic
But the words he imparts come from his 

pure heart
And his efforts are quite copacetic.
Komia is kind, the most humble you’ll 

fi nd
And “Thank you” is always his greeting
O ut of thin air seems like he’s always 

there
With his camera, especially if there’s eat-

ing.
He’s taken thousands of pics, that’s a lot 

of shutter clicks
So what D O  you do with all them pictures 

you take?
We primp and we pose and sometimes 

turn up our nose
D o you sell them or throw them in the 

lake?
Well we’ve shared a laugh, and I haven’t 

told the half
But I must bring this tribute to an end,
You are quirky and sweet, genuine and 

upbeat
I am glad to consider you my friend.

LO CAL

By Felicia Harried
Cla ib or ne  County  W r ite r s G uild
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This year’s program delivered discussions on the intersections of these two areas and 
what must occur to address these disparities.

Rep. James Clyburn (D -S.C.) led a voting rights brain trust titled, “Winning the Fight 
for V oting Rights,” where panelists will discuss the urgency of the John Lewis V oting 
Rights Act, Alabama Congresswoman Terri Sewell’s legislation to restore and strength-
en the V oting Rights Act of 1 9 6 5  and address modern-day barriers to the ballot box .

Additionally, the conference featured a panel discussion on the importance of mental 
health in the black community.

P anels also took on the narrowing of the wealth gap and the state of housing in 
Black America, Sustaining Fathers, Black Men and Boys through the Impact of Covid 
P andemic and Racial Justice, and a discussion on the impact of the late box ing great 
Muhammad Ali.

The 1 3 th annual Black Women’s Roundtable P olicy Forum: The P ower of Black 
Women’s Leadership in the V oting Rights Movement, also occurred during the week-
long event.

The conference concluded with the annual P hoenix  Awards and the “Black Block 
P arty.”

that students be vaccinated against measles, mumps and rubella, according to Insti-
tXtions oI +iJher /earninJ bylaws. 6tXdents stXdyinJ in a health-related field mXst 
be vaccinated against hepatitis B.

Some Mississippi cities, including the capital of Jackson, have required workers to 
be vaccinated against CO V ID -1 9 . Jackson Mayor Antar Lumumba ex tended a dead-
line for city workers to show proof of vaccination until O ct. 1 5 .

The ex tension also applies to contractors and subcontractors who are paid in whole 
or in part from funds provided under a city contract, WLBT-TV  reported.

Those who choose not to provide proof of vaccination must undergo weekly test-
ing at their own ex pense. E mployees who don’t show their vaccination status must 
also wear masks at all times while at work.

took the vote as an ominous sign about where the court, its conservative majority 
Iortified with three appointees oI Iormer 3resident 'onald 7rXmp, miJht be headinJ 
on abortion.

The providers have said Mississippi wants the court to “scuttle a half-century of 
precedent and invite states to ban abortion entirely.’’

$monJ the hXndreds oI leJal brieIs on both sides oI the case is one filed Monday 
by more than 5 0 0  athletes in support of abortion rights, warning that stripping consti-
tutional protection from abortion would be devastating to female athletes. The group 
includes Crissy P erham, an O lympic gold medalist in swimming who said she was 
speakinJ pXblicly aboXt her abortion Ior the first time.

P erham, who competed under the name Ahmann-Leighton, said her decision to 
have an abortion after becoming pregnant “ultimately led me to being an O lympian, 
a college graduate, and a proud mother today.’’ She won three medals, including two 
golds, at the Barcelona Games in 1 9 9 2 .

2ther athletes who siJned the hiJh-coXrt filinJ inclXde soccer stars MeJan 5api-
noe and Becky Sauerbrunn; basketball players D iana Taurasi, Brittany Griner and 
Breanna Stewart; and water polo player Ashleigh Johnson.

The Mississippi law was enacted in 2 0 1 8 , but was blocked after a federal court 
challenge. The state’s only abortion clinic, Jackson Women’s Health O rganization, 
remains open and offers abortions up to 1 6  weeks of pregnancy. About 1 0 0  abortions 
a year are done after the 1 5 th week, the providers said.

More than 9�� oI abortions in the 8.6. take place in the first 1� weeks oI preJ-
nancy, according to the Centers for D isease Control and P revention.

The justices will be at their seats in the marble courtroom for the biggest test of 
abortion rights in decades.

The high court announced earlier this month that the justices plan to return to 
their majestic, marble courtroom for arguments beginning in O ctober, more than a 
year and a half after the in-person sessions were halted because of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The court is allowing live audio of the session, but members of the public will 
not be able to attend in person because of the coronavirus pandemic. Reporters who 
cover the court regularly will be present.

The justices all have been vaccinated, the court has said, allowing a return to in-
person arguments after more than a year of arguments via telephone. The courthouse 
remains closed to the public.

The justices had been hearing cases by phone during the pandemic.
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demic year. We stepped up to the challenge 
and created a IXn-filled XniTXe eYent ± we 
dubbed as “P ark and P raise.” This event was 
also enjoyed by parents, as well as our chil-
dren, youth and college ministries. D espite 
the challenges we have faced thus far, this 
eYent reaIfirms 3salm 1�� ± µ:e will 3raise 
<e the /ord’ ± reJardless�´

The evening offered the young people of 
the church the opportunity to fellowship in 
person, while displaying their ex citement 
for being in God’s House. Gospel music 
filled the room, JreetinJs and prayers were 
shared and the word of God was delivered 
by the guest speaker, Samuel Green, 1 6 , an 
active member of Berean Seventh-D ay Ad-
ventist Church in Jackson.

The son of Louis and Joann Green, Sam-
uel has preached God’s word in over 4 5 0  
churches in cities in Mississippi, Alabama, 
Ar and Tex as. God has also blessed Samuel 
to preach in Calgary Alberta, Canada. Lo-
cally, Samuel has been featured on WLBT- 
3 ’s weekly segment, “Look Around Mis-
sissippi,” and Fox  4 0 ’s “Morning Show,” 
as well as “The Jackson Showcase Music 
Awards.”

He had a regional appearance on Fox  6  
Birmingham. Nationally, he has appeared 
on CNN’s special broadcast, “Faces of 
Faith’” and NBC’s “Today Show” where 
he was interviewed by Kathy Lee Gilford 
and Hoda Kotb. Samuel has also completed 
filminJ the new 79 series entitled, ³%ible 
Treasures,” a TV  series that airs regularly 
on 3 ABN Kids Network TV  and is shown 
worldwide.

Rush added, “We truly appreciate our 
guest speaker, Samuel Green, for his dy-
namic and inspirational message.”

Ashley Knight, president of the Youth 
Ministry, shared her delight in the evening 
by saying, “The P ark and P raise was a won-
derful event with great energy. The past 
year has kept us from being together like we 
would like to be. This gave us a chance to 
get together with our current youth ministry 
members and new ministry members. We 
had a great time.”

The young people of church also gathered 
weeks earlier in the parking lot of the church 
to offer a community service to school aged 
children in the surrounding neighborhood.

The College and Youth Ministries hosted a 
“Welcome Back to School” Supplies D rive-
thru a few weeks after the start of school to 
make sure that all children who still needed 
supplies were properly equipped. The event 
hosts lined the rear of the church’s parking 
lot with bookbaJs filled with binders, tab-
lets, writing utensils, personal protective 
equipment and etc. More than 5 0  bookbags 
were prepared and given away.

$rion 3arks, a first-year teacher at 5aines 
E lementary and a member of the College 
Ministry, said, “Just being a part of this 
event was heart-warming. To know that our 
children can have all of the supplies they 
need makes for a more comfortable learning 
environment for the child and the parent. To 
see the smiles on their faces when they open 
their backpacks is such a joy. Thank you, 
College Hill, for helping to take care of our 
children.”
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Mayor Chokwe Lumumba issued an 
ex ecutive order ex tending the deadline 
for CO V ID -1 9  guidelines requiring city 
employees, as well as contractors and 
subcontractors who are paid in whole or 
in part from funds provided under a city 
contract, to provide proof of CO V ID -1 9  
vaccination to O ctober 1 5 , 2 0 2 1 .

Those employees and contractors, in-
cluding temporary workers, who choose 
not to provide proof of their full vacci-
nation status shall participate in weekly 
testing at their own cost. These employ-

ees will also continue to wear a face cov-
ering at all times when at the workplace 
and/ or during working hours when they 
can be ex pected to physically interact 
with city employees and members of the 
public.

The order does allow for reasonable 
accommodations to be considered on an 
individualized basis. However, any em-
ployee, contractor or subcontractor that 
is not vaccinated must still participate in 
weekly testing.

The amended order is effective Sep-
tember 2 0 , 2 0 2 1 .

Deadline extended for city 
employees and contract 

workers to provide proof
of Covid-19 vaccination 

l-r Ashley Knight, Lanae Williams and Chloe Nash

Evelia Collins and First Lady Lashanda Jordan

Pastor Chauncy Jordan Samuel Green, guest speaker

The Mississippi Link Newswire



Football is a part of the 
American landscape. The 
buildup to each season is 
always ex citing.

Like most of you, I am a 
football fan.

7his aIfi nity Ior Ioot-
ball has been with me for many years. 
At the start of each season, I have these 
Iootball talks with my Iriends. 2Xr dis-
cussions run the gamut. We talk about 
spread offenses and who has the best 
defense.

I am an old school guy, so I can talk 
high school, college and professional 
football.

While all football is great football, I 
especially like college football. Maybe 
it is becaXse these JXys are stXdent-ath-
letes. As we know, most college football 
players will not go to the professional 
ranks.

Another topic that we have spirited 
debates aboXt is Iootball coaches. 5e-
cently, after a short discussion about 
professional coaches, we quickly moved 
to the college coaches.

O ne name that stands out for me in 
the college ranks is D eion Sanders.

First off, in my opinion, there has not 
been a college coach in any sport that 
has come on the scene like Sanders.

+e is an eiJht-time $ll-3ro, 1994 
1)/ 'eIensiYe 3layer oI 7he <ear and a 
two-time 6Xper %owl &hampion. 7hese 
are impressive credentials no matter the 
yard marker that is on the fi eld.

If you recall, Sanders, now coach 

6anders was a star stXdent-athlete at 
)lorida 6tate 8niYersity. +e was ac-
customed to winning. Losing was not a 
part oI his profi le. <et 6anders did not 
receive his degree from Florida State 
U niversity. He is a proud graduate of 
7alladeJa &olleJe, an +istorically 
%lack &olleJe and 8niYersity �+%&8� 
in Alabama.

While Sanders has won numerous 
and prestigious awards and honors, I 
believe his college graduation ranks 
right up there as one of his greatest 
achievements.

-ackson 6tate 8niYersity in Missis-
sippi named Sanders as its head football 
coach ahead oI the 6prinJ 2�21 season. 
7his +%&8 Jained instant world-wide 
publicity because of it. Folks may not 
know about Jackson State U niversity, 
but they do know about D eion Sanders.

It is my stronJ opinion that +%&8 
athletic teams haYe benefi tted directly 
from him being in college football. 
Sanders has changed the conversation 
and broXJht with him a diIIerent per-
spective.

3rior to 6anders beinJ hired, I cannot 
recall +%&8 Iootball JettinJ so mXch 
airtime, especially on (631. Media at 
all levels have stories and interviews 
reJardinJ Iootball at +%&8s almost 
daily.

The Grambling State U niversity and 
6oXthern 8niYersity %ayoX &lassic 
football game played on the Saturday 
after Thanksgiving was probably the 
most consistently televised contest.

Now, every week, you can listen or 
watch +%&8 Iootball. 7hat is what I 
call the &6( �&oach 6anders (IIect�.

6anders wants to trXly market +%&8 
football. He has made comments about 
how the 6:$& �6oXthwestern $thletic 
&onIerence� and the M($& �Mid-(ast-
ern $thletic &onIerence� can work to-
gether.

He is thinking about the future and 
where does +%&8 Iootball fi t into it. 
I believe he is challenging traditional 
mores and that is a good thing.

Recently, I read where he wanted the 
players names on the back oI their Mer-
sey. 7hat is a Jood idea. 3arents want 
to identify their sons by their name and 
not by their number.

6:$& and M($& schools are Ior-
midable opponents and have ex cellent 
academic repXtations. II there are dis-
cXssions aboXt workinJ toJether, allow-
ances and compromises will be on the 
table. “Give and take” is what makes for 
healthy agreements.

3ower � conIerences create aliJn-
ment opportunities when they see it is 
feasible for them to do so. For ex ample, 
Tex as and O klahoma will be joining the 
6(& �6oXtheastern &onIerence� in the 
IXtXre. %oth are cXrrently members oI 
7he %iJ 12 &onIerence.

We will have to wait and see what 
happens with the 6:$& and the M($& 
as to whether it will Jain a fi rst down in 
the decision-makinJ room.

Nonetheless, you cannot say that 
Sanders is sitting by and just watching 
things happen. He wants to have a hand 
in making things happen. I am cheering 
for him.

I believe coach D eion Sanders has 
come to Jackson State U niversity at a 
prime time.

E D ITO RIAL

Coach Deion Sanders is good
for college football

Coach Sanders named new JSU head coach Sept, 20, 2021.  PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON

Too many Mississippians do not have access to the a�ordable, 
high-speed internet they need to work, attend school, see the 
doctor, and avoid isolation.

That’s why AARP fought for the Emergency Broadband Benefit, a 
federal program to help lower the cost of high-speed internet for 
eligible households during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Mississippians who may have experienced financial setbacks 
during the pandemic or are struggling to get by may be eligible 
for a discount of up to $50 per month—or up to $75 per month 
for households on Tribal lands—for high-speed internet services 
through this short-term program.

Visit aarp.org/EBB, text INTERNET to 22777 or 
call 833-511-0311 for more information.

Access to high-speed 
internet is not a luxury;
it’s a necessity.

facebook.com/AARPMS  |  @AARPMS  |  aarp.org/MS Paid for by AARP

Mississippi
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By James B. Ewers Jr.
P resid ent  E m erit u s
Teen Ment o ring  C o m m it t ee o f  O hio
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“You didn’t 
tell us we had 
to do that.” I 
think the fi rst 
few weeks of 
eYery school 
year I hear 
this phrase at 

least once per day per class 
�probably an aYeraJe oI 1�-
2� times a week�. I hear it so 
mXch that I start to doXbt that 
I’d JiYen clear instrXctions 
on what needed to be done 
Ior class.

I eYen reYiew the syllabXs 
and other class assiJnments 
to see iI I coXld fi JXre oXt iI 
an oYersiJht on my part was 
the caXse oI their complaint. 
$Iter doinJ this, I see that the 
class instrXctions and poli-
cies were clearly oXtlined in 
the class syllabXs. I eYen re-
desiJned parts oI the syllabXs 

to make it easier Ior them to 
Xnderstand. +oweYer, aIter 
doinJ this and still JettinJ 
the blank stares and com-
ments like “I didn’t know I 
was sXpposed to do that,́  a 
Iew weeks later, I started to 
think that the problem went 
beyond my stXdent simply 
not XnderstandinJ instrXc-
tions. 6o where was the break 
down?

:hen I asked one class how 
I coXld help, they sXJJested 
that I tell them eYeryday what 
to do. $Iter comments like 
those, I then reminded them 
that the assiJnments were 
written in the syllabXs, and 
they’d know what to do«iI 
they read the syllabXs. (Yen 
thoXJh they were adXlts and 
in colleJe, they still seemed 
to strXJJle with takinJ IXll 
responsibility Ior their work. 
O ne student even said me not 
tellinJ him what to do at the 

end oI class like his other in-
strXctors caXsed him not to 
Jet his work done.

$s I was thinkinJ aboXt 
how challenJinJ it was, it 
strXck me that *od mXst 
think the same way aboXt Xs 
sometimes. :e are JiYen the 
tools and strateJies throXJh 
oXr weekly chXrch serYices 
and indiYidXal times oI prayer 
and bible stXdy. %Xt Ior some 
reason, we want to blame oth-
ers when we don’t Jet what we 
want. :e blame 6is. 7his or 
%ro. 7hat Ior makinJ Xs lose 
oXr Moy when it’s really oXr 
choice to JiYe it away.

-ames 2�14-1� says, ³'ear 
Iriends, do yoX think yoX’ll 
Jet anywhere in this iI yoX 
learn all the riJht words bXt 
neYer do anythinJ" 'oes 
merely talkinJ aboXt Iaith 
indicate that a person really 
has it"....Isn’t it obYioXs that 
*od-talk withoXt *od-acts is 

oXtraJeoXs nonsense"´ �Mes-
saJe� It’s like prayinJ to *od 
to lose weiJht then continX-
inJ to eat MXnk Iood and re-
IXsinJ to e[ercise.

/ike my stXdents, we haYe 
to accept that we play a part 
in oXr spiritXal sXccesses and 
IailXres. :e can’t passiYely 
wait Ior *od to bless Xs. :e 
mXst take an actiYe role and 
seek oXt those blessinJs. It’s 
not enoXJh to say that we’re 
prayinJ Ior a sitXation to 
chanJe� we mXst act in Iaith 
on what we belieYe is *od’s 
answer to oXr prayers.

Shewanda Riley is the au-
thor of “Love Hangover: 
Moving From Pain to Pur-
pose After a Relationship 
Ends” and “Writing to the 
Beat of God’s Heart: A Book 
of Prayers for Writers.” 
Email preservedbypurpose@
gmail.com or Twitter @she-
wanda.

www.nhcms.org
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It takes Jrace 
to keep the law of 
*od. 6omeone may 
say, ³<oX are not 
saYed by works.́   
7hat is correct. 
5eliJioXs works oI 

yoXr own cannot saYe yoX. <oX 
are saYed by Jrace throXJh Iaith, 
bXt nothinJ will brinJ Iaith to liIe 
e[cept works� all Iaith is dead 
withoXt works. 7hereIore, iI yoX 
are not workinJ it, yoX do not be-
lieYe it in the trXest sense.

7his Jets into the home. $ Iam-
ily head or any show oI aXthority 
is defi nitely becominJ oXtmoded. 
&hildren raised withoXt the cXrb 
oI parental aXthority become reb-
els aJainst any aXthority. %ecaXse 
oI this, yoX read in yoXr newspa-
pers that edXcational institXtions 
and places oI hiJher learninJ haYe 
become battleJroXnds where it is 
necessary to haYe armed JXards 
to protect the teachers Irom the 
stXdents. :here did all that come 
Irom"

Many people are in dark-
ness. 6Xpposed-to-be &hristian 
chXrches no lonJer condemn bXt 
endorse all classes oI se[ deYi-
ates, eYen to ordaininJ homo-
se[Xals as pastors. My Iriend, 
this condition has leIt people in a 
place where they scoII at the %i-
ble and at anyone who insists on 

belieYinJ that it contains *od’s 
:ord and +is Ior man. 7hey label 
%ible accoXnts as myths and deny 
*od’s creation� bXt while they are 
denyinJ its trXths, they are IXl-
fi llinJ its prophecy to the letter. 

5emember this� yoX can deny 
*od’s :ord, bXt yoX can neYer 
Jet oXt oI IXlfi llinJ yoXr place in 
it. (Yery one oI oXr pictXres are 
in the :ord oI *od. %rother and 
6ister, iI yoX loYe *od, liYe Ior 
*od, and accordinJ to +is stat-
Xtes, yoXr pictXre is in it. 2n the 
other hand, iI yoX deny it and reb-
el aJainst it, yoXr pictXre is there 
too. <oX may choose the way yoX 
want to Jo, bXt *od chooses yoXr 
end. :e read in Matthew 24�12 
-esXs’ words, ³$nd becaXse in-
iTXity shall aboXnd, the loYe oI 
many shall wa[ cold.́

$ccordinJ to *od’s eternal 
:ord, the simple :ords oI -e-
sXs were ³II ye loYe Me keep My 
commandments´ �-ohn 14�1��. +e 
also said, ³)or My yoke is easy, 
and My bXrden is liJht´ �Mat-
thew 11����. /oYe makes it easy, 
bXt yoX mXst beware becaXse 
lawlessness and rebellion shall 
aboXnd.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church of 
God, 31 Joynes Road, Hampton 
VA 23669. He is a member of the 
National Association of Evange-
lism Church of God, Anderson, 
Ind.

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

P R E S E R V E D

Doing 
your part

Faith without 
works is dead

 By Shewanda Riley
C o l u m nist
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SUNDAY
Worship Services

10 a.m.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic
in-person worship services have been 

temporarily suspended.
Please worship with us each Sunday via 

Facebook or our YouTube channel at CHMBC Pastor
Chauncy L. Jordon

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

 By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
S pec ia l  t o  The Mississippi Link



According to a new report 
from the Centers for D isease 
Control and P revention, two-
dose regimens of the Moderna 
and 3fi ]er-%io17ech m51$ 
vaccines provided a high level 
of protection against CO V -
I'-19 hospitali]ations in a re-
al-world evaluation at 2 1  U .S. 
hospitals during the period 
between March 1 1  and August 
1 5 .

V accine effectiveness against 
&29I'-19 hospitali]ation Ior 
Moderna and 3fi ]er-%io17ech 
doses were 9 3  percent and 8 8  
percent, respectively, whereas 
the single-dose Janssen [ John-
son &  Johnson]  vaccine had a 
lower effectiveness rate at 7 1  
percent.

3rotection Ior the 3fi ]er-%i-
o17ech Yaccine declined IoXr 
months after vaccination.

5eleased )riday, 6eptember 
1 7 , the report revealed that in-
dividuals vaccinated with the 
Janssen vaccine also had lower 
postYaccination anti-6$56-
CoV -2  antibody levels than did 
recipients oI m51$ Yaccines.

In addition, although an im-
munologic correlate of protec-
tion has not been established 
for CO V ID -1 9  vaccines, the 
researchers found that antibody 
titers after infection and vac-
cination have been associated 
with protection.

³7hese real-world data sXJ-
gest that the 2 -dose Moderna 
and 3fi ]er-%io17ech m51$ 
vaccine regimens provide more 
protection than does the 1 -dose 
Janssen viral vector vaccine 

regimen,” the researchers 
wrote.

“Although the Janssen vac-
cine had lower observed vac-
cine effectiveness, one dose of 
Janssen vaccine still reduced 
risk for CO V ID -1 9 –associated 
hospitali]ation by �1 percent.´

7he stXdy inclXded �,6�9 pa-
tients.

2Yerall, 2,�62 �64 percent� 
were XnYaccinated� 4�6 �12.9 
percent� were IXlly Yaccinated 
with the Moderna vaccine; 
��� �2� percent� were IXlly 
Yaccinated with the 3fi ]er-%i-
o17ech Yaccine, and 11� ��.1 
percent� were IXlly Yaccinated 
with the Janssen vaccine.

Among all participants, the 
median aJe was �� years, 4� 
percent female, 2 3  percent non-
black, and 1 8  percent Hispanic.

(Ifi cacy Ior the Moderna 
Yaccine was 9� percent at 14 to 

12� days �the median eTXaled 
66 days� aIter receiYinJ the 
second vaccine dose and 9 2  
percent aIter 12� days �with 
the median eTXalinJ 141 days�.

)or 3fi ]er-%io17ech, eI-
fi cacy stood at 91 percent at 
14 to 12� days �the median 
eTXaled 69 days� aIter receiY-
ing the second vaccine dose 
bXt declined siJnifi cantly to �� 
percent at more than 12� days 
�the median eTXaled 14� days�.

7he postYaccination anti-
body analysis inclXded 1�� 
healthy volunteers, 3 2  fully 
vaccinated with Moderna, 5 1  
IXlly Yaccinated with 3fi ]er-%i-
o17ech, and 1� with -anssen.

Antibody levels were higher 
in participants vaccinated with 
the Moderna vaccine than 
those who receiYed the 3fi ]er-
%io17ech Yaccine or the -ans-
sen vaccine.

7he report reYealed that anti-
spike levels in participants vac-
cinated with the Moderna vac-
cine did not siJnifi cantly diIIer 
from those in recipients of the 
3fi ]er-%io17ech bXt were con-
siderably higher than levels in 
participants who received the 
Janssen.

7he report arriYes as a 8.6. 
)ood and 'rXJ $dministration 
panel reviewed the need for 
booster shots oI the 3fi ]er-%i-
o17ech coronaYirXs Yaccine.

7he panel also e[pected to 
vote on whether the agency 
should approve additional dos-
es Ior people 16 and older.

“We will evaluate and see,” 
said D r. James Hildreth, the 
president and CE O  of Meharry 
Medical &olleJe and an )'$ 
panelist deciding on the boost-
er shots.

+($/7+
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A P hase 2 / 3  trial conducted 
by 3fi ]er and %io17ech re-
vealed that the CO V I D -1 9  vac-
cine was safe and generated a 
“robust antibody response” in 
children ages 5  to 1 1 .

7hese are the fi rst sXch re-
sults released for this age group 
for a U S CO V I D -1 9  vaccine. 
3fi ]er said it plans to sXbmit 
to the 8.6. )ood and 'rXJ $d-
ministration for emergency use 
aXthori]ation soon.

7he company said it hopes to 
have approval by the end of the 
calendar year.

“O ver the past nine months, 
hundreds of millions of people 
ages 1 2  and older from around 
the world have received our 
CO V I D -1 9  vaccine,” said Al-
bert %oXrla, chairman and 
chieI e[ecXtiYe oIfi cer, 3fi ]er.

³:e are eaJer to e[tend the 
protection afforded by the vac-
cine to this younger population, 
sXbMect to reJXlatory aXthori]a-
tion, especially as we track the 
spread of the D elta variant and 
the substantial threat it poses to 
children,́  %oXrla continXed.

“Since July, pediatric cases 
of CO V I D -1 9  have risen by 
aboXt 24� percent in the 8.6. ± 
underscoring the public health 
need Ior Yaccination. 7hese 
trial results provide a strong 
foundation for seeking au-
thori]ation oI oXr Yaccine Ior 
children 5  to 1 1  years old, and 
we plan to submit them to the 
)'$ and other reJXlators with 
urgency.”

7he trial inclXded 2,26� 
participants ages 5  to 1 1  and 

used a two-dose regimen of the 
vaccine administered 2 1  days 
apart.

7he trial Xsed a 1�-micro-
gram dose – smaller than the 
��-microJram dose that has 
been used for those 1 2  and 
older.

7he 3hase 1�2�� trial initially 
enrolled Xp to 4,��� children 
aJes 6 months to 11 years oI 
aJe in the 8nited 6tates, )in-
land, P oland, and Spain from 
more than 9� clinical trial sites.

It was designed to evaluate 
the safety, tolerability, and im-
mXnoJenicity oI the 3fi ]er-%i-
o17ech Yaccine on a two-dose 
schedXle �appro[imately 21 
days apart� in three aJe JroXps� 
ages 5  to 1 1  years; ages 2  to 5  
years� and aJes 6 months to 2 
years. %ased on the 3hase 1 
dose-escalation portion of the 
trial, children ages 5  to 1 1  years 
received two-dose schedule of 
1� �J each while children Xn-
der aJe � receiYed a lower � �J 
dose for each injection in the 
P hase 2 / 3  study.

7he trial enrolled children 
with or without prior evidence 
oI 6$56-&o9-2 inIection

“We are pleased to be able 
to submit data to regulatory 
authorities for this group of 
school-aged children before the 
start of the winter season,” said 
D r. U gur Sahin, CE O  and co-
IoXnder oI %io17ech.

³7he saIety profi le and im-
munogenicity data in children 
aged 5  to 1 1  years vaccinated 
at a lower dose are consistent 
with those we have observed 
with our vaccine in other older 
populations at a higher dose.”

Pfi zer vaccine for children 
5 to 11 is safe with robust 

antibody response

Moderna vaccine appears to offer 
strongest protection against COVID
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CLASSIFIE D
LEGAL

Ele ct r onic Bid d ing
Ad v e r t ise me nt  f or  Bid

Bid  3195 Ja ckson Pu b lic Sch ools Dr a ina g e  a nd  Ut ilit y  Impr ov e me nt s a t  Va r iou s Sch ools

Electronic and sealed bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the Board of 
Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) October 14, 2021 at 
which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  A Pre-Bid Conferences 
concerning this project will be held at 4851 McWillie Cir., Jackson, MS 39206 on Septem-
ber 30, 2021 at 03:00 P.M. Attendance at the pre-bid conferences is non-mandatory but 
strongly encouraged. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, 
to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-fi ve 
calendar days from the date bids are opened

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at  HYPERLINK “http://
www.jpsdmsprojects.com” www.jpsdmsprojects.com. A $150.00 non-refundable deposit 
shall be required on each set of bid documents and must be purchased through the web-
site. All plan holders are required to have a valid email address for registration. Questions 
regarding website registration and online orders please contact Plan House Printing, 607 
W. Main Street, Tupelo, MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid documents 
please contact Southern Consultants Inc., 5740 County Cork Road, Jackson, MS 39206, 
Phone: 601-957-0999, or Email: mbrownlee@mscivilengineers.com.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 9:59 a.m. 
(local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be delivered to JPSD 
Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

9/16/2021, 9/23/2021

LEGAL

JPD Au ct ion - Oct ob e r  2021

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR PROPOSAL FOR
AD HOC ON CALL ENGINEERING SERVICES PROJECT MANAGEMENT

JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT AND HAWKINS 
FIELD AIRPORT

BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY 
JMAA PROJECT NO. 006 -21

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) is seeking electronic proposals (“Pro-
posal”) for services related to the  Ad Hoc On Call Engineering Services Project Manage-
ment at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport and Hawkins Fields Airport.  
Sealed Proposals to perform the services will be accepted at 4:00 p.m. Central Standard 
Time (CST) on Friday, October 15, 2021 (the “Proposal Deadline”).  Proposal shall be ac-
cepted by email, mail, or hand delivery as follows:  

Email:  bids@jmaa.com 
By mail or hand delivery:   JMAA’s Administrative Offi ce, Suite 300
        Main Terminal Building 
        Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport 
        100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208

The following identifi cation information must be provided with the submission: (i) Atten-
tion:  Jack Thomas, Director of Disadvantaged Business Enterprises; (ii) the wording: “Ad 
Hoc On Call Engineering Services Project Management” at Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers 
International Airport and Hawkins Field Airport, JMAA Project No. 006-21. If the submission 
is submitted via email, the identifi cation information must be provided in the email subject 
line.  If the submission is submitted by hand delivery or mail, the identifi cation information 
must be marked on the outside or exterior of the bid envelope or container.

JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any reason whatso-
ever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request for Proposals (“RFP”) is on fi le 
and open for public inspection at the offi ces of JMAA. The Information for Respondents 
contains a copy of the RFP, General Information for Respondents, Information Required 
from Respondents and Criteria for Selection. Interested persons may obtain a copy of the 
Information for Respondents from JMAA by contacting Jack Thomas, JMAA’s Director of 
Disadvantaged Business Enterprises, as follows:
Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109
Attention: Jack Thomas 
Telephone: (601) 360-8615
Facsimile: (601) 939-3713 
Email:  procurementqa@jmaa.com 

or from JMAA’s website at  https://jmaa.com/partner-with-us/procurement/.
Based on the Proposals received and the scoring of each proposal, JMAA will initiate ne-
gotiations with the Respondent ranked fi rst. If such negotiations fail to produce an agree-
ment in form and content, satisfactory to JMAA, within a reasonable period of time, then 
JMAA may reject the fi rst-ranked Respondent and follow the same process with the other 
Respondents, in the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and enters into an 
agreement satisfactory to JMAA.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Submission Video Conference on Wednesday, September 29, 2021 
at 10:00 a.m. (CST) using the following login information:

Link: https://jmaa.zoom.us/j/93452170791?pwd-UnZjTXNHaUwyVkMYnJDa3AvNklX-
UT09   
Meeting ID: 934 5217 0791 
Passcode: 293050

By Telephone: 1-301-715-8592 (US) 

JMAA reserves the right to reject any and all Proposals, for any reason, any time before 
execution of a contract with a Respondent selected by JMAA to perform the Services.

JMAA has chosen to not establish a DBE participation goal for this RFP.  However, twenty 
(20) points are potentially available to Respondents submitting an acceptable DBE partici-
pation plan for the Services.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

Date: 9/15/2021
Paul A. Brown, Chief Executive Offi cer

9/23/2021

9-16-2021, 9-23-2021, 9-30-2021

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
HOLMES COUNTY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Not ice  is h e r e b y  g iv e n t h a t  t h e  HOLMES COUNTY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT will r e ce iv e  SEALED BIDS VIA REVERSE AUCTION f or  t h e  pu r ch a se  of  

t h e  f ollowing :

Bids will be received by an Electronic Reverse Auction Sealed Bidding Process admin-
istered by Southern Procurement Services at which time bidding will begin and run until 
Suppliers have completed entering all bids.  Thereafter, bids will be taken under advise-
ment and awarded accordingly.  

A complete bid package which contains bid instructions and specifi cation response sheets 
may be obtained by emailing  HYPERLINK “mailto:vaughn@southernprocurement.com” 
vaughn@southernprocurement.com and requesting a complete bid package.  The follow-
ing must be placed in the Subject Line of the email:

Holmes County Schools – Anti-Microbial Treatment

Vendors will then receive instructions as to how to register with Southern Procurement to 
receive a complete bid package.  Please include full contact information, including com-
pany name, email address, telephone numbers and contact person in your email request.  
Email requests will be fi lled within 24 hours of submission or registration.  Registration with 
Southern Procurement and acceptance of the Southern Procurement Platform Agreement 
is not optional and is required in order to participate in this bidding event.  No exceptions 
will be made.

Specifi cation responses must be submitted for this bid event in order to be considered for 
this bidding opportunity.  Bid responses should be delivered to:
Vaughn Blaylock
Southern Procurement
 HYPERLINK “mailto:vaughn@southernprocurement.com” vaughn@southernprocure-
ment.com

DO NOT INCLUDE PRICING INFORMATION WITH YOUR SPECIFICATION RE-
SPONSE.  BIDS WILL ONLY BE TAKEN ONLINE AT THE APPOINTED TIME AND DATE.

Questions regarding these specifi cations shall be directed to Vaughn Blaylock, Southern 
Procurement.

No bid shall be withdrawn after the scheduled date and time of the beginning of the bidding 
event without the written consent of the Purchasing Entity.  Within the limitations of Mis-
sissippi State Purchasing Law, the Purchasing Entity reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids received, to waive any informalities or irregularities in the bids received, or to accept 
any bid which is deemed most favorable.  

Dr. Furlinda Travis
Director, Federal Programs
Holmes County Consolidated School District

9/16/2021, 9/23/2021

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
HOLMES COUNTY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Not ice  is h e r e b y  g iv e n t h a t  t h e  HOLMES COUNTY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT will r e ce iv e  SEALED BIDS VIA REVERSE AUCTION f or  t h e  pu r ch a se  of  

t h e  f ollowing :

Bids will be received by an Electronic Reverse Auction Sealed Bidding Process admin-
istered by Southern Procurement Services at which time bidding will begin and run until 
Suppliers have completed entering all bids.  Thereafter, bids will be taken under advise-
ment and awarded accordingly.  

A complete bid package which contains bid instructions and specifi cation response sheets 
may be obtained by emailing  HYPERLINK “mailto:vaughn@southernprocurement.com” 
vaughn@southernprocurement.com and requesting a complete bid package.  The follow-
ing must be placed in the Subject Line of the email:

Holmes County Schools – Student and Cafeteria Furnishings

Vendors will then receive instructions as to how to register with Southern Procurement to 
receive a complete bid package.  Please include full contact information, including com-
pany name, email address, telephone numbers and contact person in your email request.  
Email requests will be fi lled within 24 hours of submission or registration.  Registration with 
Southern Procurement and acceptance of the Southern Procurement Platform Agreement 
is not optional and is required in order to participate in this bidding event.  No exceptions 
will be made.

Specifi cation responses must be submitted for this bid event in order to be considered for 
this bidding opportunity.  Bid responses should be delivered to:
Vaughn Blaylock
Southern Procurement
 HYPERLINK “mailto:vaughn@southernprocurement.com” vaughn@southernprocure-
ment.com

DO NOT INCLUDE PRICING INFORMATION WITH YOUR SPECIFICATION RE-
SPONSE.  BIDS WILL ONLY BE TAKEN ONLINE AT THE APPOINTED TIME AND DATE.

Questions regarding these specifi cations shall be directed to Vaughn Blaylock, Southern 
Procurement.

No bid shall be withdrawn after the scheduled date and time of the beginning of the bidding 
event without the written consent of the Purchasing Entity.  Within the limitations of Mis-
sissippi State Purchasing Law, the Purchasing Entity reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids received, to waive any informalities or irregularities in the bids received, or to accept 
any bid which is deemed most favorable.  

Dr. Furlinda Travis
Director, Federal Programs
Holmes County Consolidated School District

9/16/2021, 9/23/2021

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
HOLMES COUNTY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Not ice  is h e r e b y  g iv e n t h a t  t h e  HOLMES COUNTY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT will r e ce iv e  SEALED BIDS VIA REVERSE AUCTION f or  t h e  pu r ch a se  of  

t h e  f ollowing :

Bids will be received by an Electronic Reverse Auction Sealed Bidding Process admin-
istered by Southern Procurement Services at which time bidding will begin and run until 
Suppliers have completed entering all bids.  Thereafter, bids will be taken under advise-
ment and awarded accordingly.  

A complete bid package which contains bid instructions and specifi cation response sheets 
may be obtained by emailing  HYPERLINK “mailto:vaughn@southernprocurement.com” 
vaughn@southernprocurement.com and requesting a complete bid package.  The follow-
ing must be placed in the Subject Line of the email:

Holmes County Schools – HVAC as a Service and Duct Cleaning/Repair/Replacement

Vendors will then receive instructions as to how to register with Southern Procurement to 
receive a complete bid package.  Please include full contact information, including com-
pany name, email address, telephone numbers and contact person in your email request.  
Email requests will be fi lled within 24 hours of submission or registration.  Registration with 
Southern Procurement and acceptance of the Southern Procurement Platform Agreement 
is not optional and is required in order to participate in this bidding event.  No exceptions 
will be made.

Specifi cation responses must be submitted for this bid event in order to be considered for 
this bidding opportunity.  Bid responses should be delivered to:
Vaughn Blaylock
Southern Procurement
 HYPERLINK “mailto:vaughn@southernprocurement.com” vaughn@southernprocure-
ment.com

DO NOT INCLUDE PRICING INFORMATION WITH YOUR SPECIFICATION RE-
SPONSE.  BIDS WILL ONLY BE TAKEN ONLINE AT THE APPOINTED TIME AND DATE.

Questions regarding these specifi cations shall be directed to Vaughn Blaylock, Southern 
Procurement.

No bid shall be withdrawn after the scheduled date and time of the beginning of the bidding 
event without the written consent of the Purchasing Entity.  Within the limitations of Mis-
sissippi State Purchasing Law, the Purchasing Entity reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids received, to waive any informalities or irregularities in the bids received, or to accept 
any bid which is deemed most favorable.  

Dr. Furlinda Travis
Director, Federal Programs
Holmes County Consolidated School District

9/16/2021, 9/23/2021

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
HOLMES COUNTY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Not ice  is h e r e b y  g iv e n t h a t  t h e  HOLMES COUNTY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT will r e ce iv e  SEALED BIDS VIA REVERSE AUCTION f or  t h e  pu r ch a se  of  

t h e  f ollowing :

Bids will be received by an Electronic Reverse Auction Sealed Bidding Process admin-
istered by Southern Procurement Services at which time bidding will begin and run until 
Suppliers have completed entering all bids.  Thereafter, bids will be taken under advise-
ment and awarded accordingly.  

A complete bid package which contains bid instructions and specifi cation response sheets 
may be obtained by emailing  HYPERLINK “mailto:vaughn@southernprocurement.com” 
vaughn@southernprocurement.com and requesting a complete bid package.  The follow-
ing must be placed in the Subject Line of the email:

Holmes County Schools – Plumbing RetroFit

Vendors will then receive instructions as to how to register with Southern Procurement to 
receive a complete bid package.  Please include full contact information, including com-
pany name, email address, telephone numbers and contact person in your email request.  
Email requests will be fi lled within 24 hours of submission or registration.  Registration with 
Southern Procurement and acceptance of the Southern Procurement Platform Agreement 
is not optional and is required in order to participate in this bidding event.  No exceptions 
will be made.

Specifi cation responses must be submitted for this bid event in order to be considered for 
this bidding opportunity.  Bid responses should be delivered to:
Vaughn Blaylock
Southern Procurement
 HYPERLINK “mailto:vaughn@southernprocurement.com” vaughn@southernprocure-
ment.com

DO NOT INCLUDE PRICING INFORMATION WITH YOUR SPECIFICATION RE-
SPONSE.  BIDS WILL ONLY BE TAKEN ONLINE AT THE APPOINTED TIME AND DATE.

Questions regarding these specifi cations shall be directed to Vaughn Blaylock, Southern 
Procurement.

No bid shall be withdrawn after the scheduled date and time of the beginning of the bidding 
event without the written consent of the Purchasing Entity.  Within the limitations of Mis-
sissippi State Purchasing Law, the Purchasing Entity reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids received, to waive any informalities or irregularities in the bids received, or to accept 
any bid which is deemed most favorable.  

Dr. Furlinda Travis
Director, Federal Programs
Holmes County Consolidated School District

9/16/2021, 9/23/2021
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LEGAL

Advertisement for RFQ

RFQ 2021-04 Architectural/Engineering Design and Project Management Services

Electronic RFQ proposals for the above RFQ will be received by the Board of Trustees 
of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi  ce, 662 South President Street, 
Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time), October 13, 2021 at which 
time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. Jackson Public Schools will 
hold a Pre-Submission Conference at 1:30 P.M. CST on Wednesday, October 6, 2021 
located at the Enochs Administrative Complex, 101 Dr. Dennis Holloway Drive, Jackson, 
MS 39201. Attendance at the Pre-Submission Conference is not mandatory, but strongly 
encouraged. 
The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all RFQs, to waive informalities, 
and to withhold the acceptance of any RFQ if approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from 
the date RFQs are opened.  

There are two (2) options in which RFQ proposals may be obtained. Download from Cen-
tral Bidding website at  HYPERLINK “http://www.centralbidding.com” www.centralbidding.
com for a small fee of $49.99 or visit JPSD website at  HYPERLINK “http://www.jackson.
k12.ms.us” www.jackson.k12.ms.us and download.  Vendors must be registered with Cen-
tral Bidding in order to electronically upload and submit RFQ proposals at no cost. For any 
questions concerning the process, or how to register, please contact Central Bidding at 
225-810-4814.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 9:59 a.m. 
(local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be delivered to JPSD 
Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

9/23/2021 9/30/2021

LEGAL

9/9/2021, 9/16/2021, 9/23/2021, 

LEGAL

9/23/2021 9/30/2021

LEGAL

9/23/2021 9/30/2021 

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

SIGN VARIANCE FOR ARBOR PARK APARTMENTS 

THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE SIGN 
VARIANCE FOR ARBOR PARK APARTMENTS TO RECEIVE CITIZEN INPUT IS 
SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, OCTOBER  12, 2021 AT 10:00 A.M. IN COUNCIL CHAM-
BERS AT THE CITY HALL BUILDING, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, 
MS, 39201.  INTERESTED CITIZENS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND.  PLEASE CON-
TACT THE SIGNS & LICENSE DIVISION (601) 960-1154 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

9/23/2021 9/30/2021

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

SIGN VARIANCE FOR THE RESIDENCES AT GLEN OAKS APARTMENTS 

THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE SIGN 
VARIANCE FOR COLONY POINTE APARTMENTS TO RECEIVE CITIZEN INPUT IS 
SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2021 AT 10:00 A.M. IN COUNCIL CHAM-
BERS AT THE CITY HALL BUILDING, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, 
MS, 39201. INTERESTED CITIZENS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND. PLEASE CON-
TACT THE SIGNS & LICENSE DIVISION (601) 960-1154 FOR
MORE INFORMATION.

9/23/2021 9/30/2021

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

SIGN VARIANCE FOR THE RESIDENCES AT COLONY POINTE APARTMENTS 

THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE SIGN 
VARIANCE FOR THE RESIDENCES AT GLEN OAKS APARTMENTS TO RECEIVE 
CITIZEN INPUT IS SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2021 AT 10:00 A.M. 
IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE CITY HALL BUILDING, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT 
STREET, JACKSON, MS, 39201. INTERESTED CITIZENS ARE ENCOURAGED TO 
ATTEND. PLEASE CONTACT THE SIGNS & LICENSE DIVISION (601) 960-1154 FOR 
MORE INFORMATION. 

9/23/2021 9/30/2021
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COMPUTER AND IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN TRAINING
PROGRAMS From Ultimate Medical
Academy Offer Quality Healthcare
Education to Students 100% online.-
Ultimate Medical Academy: 1-866-664-
4140

GENERAC STANDBY GENERATORS
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a free quote today! Call
for additional terms and conditions. 1-
844-316-8630

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior and
Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-1028
NEVER PAY FOR COVERED HOME
REPAIRS AGAIN! Complete Care Home
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE.
$200.00 OFF + 2 FREE Months! 866-
934-1258
UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful
New Blinds and Shades. FREE in-home
estimates make it convenient to shop
from home. Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA. Call for free
consultation: 833-822-2608. Ask about
our specials!

AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save! Call: 833-678-0500
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
w w w. d e n t a l 5 0 p l u s . c o m / m s p r e s s
#6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263
STATEWIDE ADVERTISING with one
call, one bill. 601-981-3060.

DIRECTV FOR $69.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Package. Watch
your favorite live sports, news and enter-
tainment anywhere. One year of HBO
Max FREE. Directv is #1 in Customer
Satisfaction (JD Power and Assoc.) Call
for more details! (some restrictions apply)
Call 1-855-978-3110
DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
8 7 7 - 6 2 8 -
3143

LIFE ALERT. One press of a button
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home and on
the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
855-686-5548 FREE Brochure.
LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING,
memory care, or independent living? A
Place for Mom simplifies the process of
finding senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-855-530-0567 today!
STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR
DISEASE are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-855-393-
5067.

Week of September 19, 2021

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g I n s u r a n c e

H o m e I m p r o v e m e n t

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

F o r S a l e

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3 118  Liv ing st o n R o a d
CASH & CARRY
C a pit o l St r eet   a nd Mo num ent  St r eet
CITY HALL
219  S Pr esident  St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
26 5 9  Liv ing st o n R o a d
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 9 5 7 N o r t hv iew D r  ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
203 0 N  Siwell R d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
43 3 1 H ig hwa y 8 0W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5 9 9 0 Medg a r  E v er s B lv d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 C a pit o l St  ( D o wnt o wn J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 04 B r ia r wo o d D r
DOLLAR GENERAL 
28 5 5  Mc D o well R d
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Ter r y R d
J & A FUEL STORES
3 249  Medg a r  E v er s  B lv d.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
23 25  Liv ing st o n R d.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
N o r t hside D r iv e
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
6 5 3  D uling  A v enue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
J a c kso n Medic a l Ma ll 
3 5 0 W  W o o dr o w W ilso n A v enue
SHELL FOOD MART
5 49 2 W a t kins D r iv e

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6 3 9 4 R idg ewo o d R d ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Ter r y R d ( So ut h J a c kso n)
WALGREENS 
3 8 0 W .  W o o dr o w W ilso n A v e

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - &anton, MS
B & B
702 :est 1orth Street - &anton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 1orth Liberty - &anton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
&hurch Street - &anton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - &anton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther .ing Drive - &anton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - &anton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 &hurch Street - &anton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 :est Fulton Street - &anton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - &anton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - &anton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 :estside Drive - &anton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125  Swing ing  B r idg e  D r .
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5 777 Ter r y R o a d
CITY HALL
Ter r y  R o a d

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - &linton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
a t  E x it  78
CITY HALL 
W est   C unning ha m   A v enue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
5 05  E .  Ma in St r eet
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port *ibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 (. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 :. &ourt Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 &ourtyard STuare, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi H wy 18
PITT STOP 
101 H wy 18  &  27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALLSudoku

7he challenJe is to fill eYery row across, eYery colXmn down, and eYery 
�[� bo[ with the diJits 1 throXJh 9. (ach 1 throXJh 9 diJit mXst appear 
only once in each row across, each colXmn down, and each �[� bo[.

© Feature Exchange

Crossword Puzzle

D O W N
1. $Àoat
2. )at
�. 7Xb spread
4. (scXdo
�. 7ail wiJJle
6. 5eddish dye
�. Mid-(astern dwellers
�. /XJ
1�. 'id penitence
16. +arbors
1�. 6cottish ³one´
19. /incoln locale
2�. /ayered rock
21. 6ri BB
22. 6eaweed sXbstance
24. $dam’s Jarden
2�. MatXre
26. 5epresentatiYes
2�. &on
��. 1orth $merican Indian

A C R O S S
1. /otion inJredient
�. -oXrnalist’s TXestion
9. 3opXlar condiment
11. $ir �prefi[�
12. 3Xt Xp
1�. 7iny insect
1 4 . Hubbub
1�. &incinnati locale
1�. &ompass point
1�. 3ineapple �*erman�
2�. 3art oI a shirt
22. ([pression oI sXrprise
2�. 'oYer locale
24. 6erYinJ oI corn
2�. *roXp oI criminals
29. 3rod
�1. $lcoholic
�2. $brXpt
��. *lean
�4. 7ails

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku Solution

© Feature Exchange

Crossword Solution

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Elton John

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange
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Republican-con-
trolled state leg-
islatures have im-
posed new voting 
restrictions. They 
are getting ready 
to create more safe 

congressional seats for Republicans 
through abusive partisan redistrict-
ing. They are undermining faith in 
elections with false claims about 
election fraud and demands for fake 
“audits.”

The good news is that there is 
new momentum in Congress and a 
new bill to protect our democracy. 
We need to get it passed.

The new Freedom to V ote Act 
would protect the right to vote, end 
unfair partisan gerrymandering, 
and shine a liJht on the À ood oI 
dark money that allows billionaires 
to buy our elections in secret. It in-
cludes key sections of the earlier 
For the P eople Act, which passed 
the U .S. House of Representatives 
but was blocked in the Senate by 
5epXblican fi libXsters.

The Freedom to V ote act also 
addresses one of the worst things 
about some of the new voter sup-
pression laws: provisions that give 
state oIfi cials the power to oYerride 
voters and overturn election results.

There are other good things in the 
bill. It would make E lection D ay a 
federal holiday. E very state would 
have automatic voter registration, 
early voting and drop box  acces-
sibility. These would be major ad-
vances in making voting more ac-
cessible to everyone.

V oting rights advocates are rally-
ing support for the Freedom to V ote 
Act. O ne of the sponsors, D emo-
cratic Sen. Joe Machin of West V ir-
ginia, worked hard to come up with 
a bill that he could support. He still 
hopes to get some Republican sena-
tors to join him.

That is an uphill battle. Republi-
can Senate Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell has signaled that no 
Republican senators will support 
this compromise. And he will use 
the 6enate’s fi libXster rXles to pre-
vent the Senate from passing elec-
tion protections that are supported 

by huge majorities of the American 
people – something he has already 
done with the For the P eople Act.

Ideally, voting rights should be 
a nonpartisan issue. Congress re-
peatedly passed ex tensions of the 
V oting Rights Act that were signed 
by Republican presidents. But right-
wing politicians and judges have 
spent years trying to undermine 
the V oting Rights Act in the name 
of “states’ rights” or “state sover-
eignty.”

With help from right-wing jus-
tices on the Supreme Court, states 
have imposed all kinds of new vot-
ing restrictions in recent years.

The number of new restrictive 
voting laws jumped massively af-
ter former P resident D onald Trump 
was defeated in last year’s presiden-
tial election. Grassroots organizing 
helped drive strong turnout among 
black voters in key states, and Re-
publicans have decided to respond 
by making it harder for people to 
register and vote. That makes it 
clear that the new voter suppression 
rules have nothing to do with “elec-
tion integrity” and everything to do 

with maintaining power at all costs.
The Constitution very clearly 

gives the federal government the 
right to step in when states under-
mine democracy with restrictive 
and discriminatory voting rules. 
That’s what Congress did more 
than 5 0  years ago when it passed 
the V oting Rights Act.

P resident Joe Biden and D emo-
cratic leaders in the U .S. Senate 
must do whatever it takes to pass 
the Freedom to V ote Act. With de-
mocracy and voting rights at stake, 
we cannot let -im &row-era fi libXs-
ter rules in the U .S. Senate have the 
fi nal word.

Ben Jealous serves as president 
of People For the American Way. 
Jealous has decades of ex perience 
as a leader, coalition builder, cam-
paigner for social j ustice and sea-
soned nonprofi t executive. In 2008, 
he was chosen as the youngest-ever 
president and CEO  of the NAACP. 
He is a graduate of Columbia U ni-
versity and O x ford, where he was a 
Rhodes Scholar, and he has taught 
at Princeton and the U niversity of 
Pennsylvania.

O P INIO N

A subj ect now has surfaced 
and it’s making many leery;

But many have no idea 
about the truth of Critical Race Theory 

It’s rubbing many the wrong way 
and making many people sore;
Some are saying it’s even worse 
than education’s Common Core

So I’ll try to make it plain 
and as simple as I can; 
And pray that in the end 
you begin to understand 

Now some have misinterpreted 
it’s meaning from the start;

and have sought to ignore its merits 
being critical of every single part. 

They’re making it more political 
and more racial than they should;

And it’s become more of a distraction 
overshadowing what is good. 

At the heart of the matter 
all it’s really trying to say;

is that unj ust laws, policies and structures 
are still embedded in society today.

There are still some attitudes 
and even behaviors concerning race;

That are rooted in American life 
and they really need to change. 

Now many get offended 
and we have to be real clear;  

and they scream “but I’m not racist”
well, no one said you were, my dear. 

It’s not concerned with the individual
as being the one with racists views;  

But the systems that perpetuates
unfair laws against certain hues. 

And because it opens the door 
and challenges the pages of history;  

many are afraid their children will discover 
The truth about this concept called CRT. 

So critics link it to other beliefs 
to which many will not agree 
Like Marx ism, even socialism

and a term called intersectionality

Now before you get confused 
j ust stay with me on this page;

because the waters can get muddy 
in this sensitive day and age. 

If we want to make a difference 
in the world in which we live;
We must stop the chain of lies 
and the truth we all must give.

We can’t change events of the past 
Nor ignore the pain they caused;

But we can make sure not to repeat them 
By doing away with unj ust laws. 

Let’s end the practice of “redlining”
by denying certain people the right 

to get a loan to buy a house 
because the neighborhood ain’t white. 

O r the discriminatory practice 
when they try get an appraisal 
and the property value drops 

because their eyes are not blue or haz el. 

That’s j ust a few of the inj ustices 
that CRT seeks to address;  

And it’s the system not the individual 
that is causing such a mess. 

But it takes the individual 
to be honest and say it’s true;  
But they’ll never understand 

until they walk in another man’s shoes. 

So people get informed 
and most of all let’s do what’s right;  
And ask the good Lord to forgive us 

Forgive us all, black and white. 

© 2021 H Ralph Samuels, Jr. 
“The Name Inspires The Pen”

Critical Race 
Theory (CRT)

H Ralph Samuels Jr. 

This is a painful 
commentary. Hu-
manity demands 
that we all be treat-
ed with fairness. 
This country has 
boasted the guar-

antee to the pursuit of life, liberty 
and happiness. Those who live in 
a world without such assurances 
hear what we say and see the 
quality of life that even our poor-
est of citizens appear to enjoy. So 
we don’t blame the Haitians for 
doing what each of us would do if 
we were in their shoes. 

This matter is made even more 
painful when we consider that the 
politics of color appears to have 
entered this picture. The recent 

surge of migrants from South 
America was not met with ex por-
tation but detentions. It appears 
that, for now, only single indi-
viduals are being deported and 
not families or children. They are 
allegedly being processed.

Then we have the history of 
how we have dealt with Haitians 
and the matter of political asy-
lum. Let’s not forget that in 1 9 9 2  
when the U .S. Coast Guard was 
intercepting Haitian refugees 
at sea, some on inner tubes and 
small life rafts; these people were 
quickly returned to Haiti even 
though they claimed political 
asylum while, during the same 
period, refugees from Cuba also 
claiming political asylum were 
taken in and placed in detention 
camps in Florida. The massive 
number of more than 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  

Afghans recently airlifted by the 
U .S. government and ex pecting 
to fi nd homes in $merica, and at 
the same time we have over 3  mil-
lion D ACA residents also seeking 
to be recognized and given citi-
zenship, all adds up to numbers 
that frighten Americans with the 
question of when do we close the 
door?  The big question is, are we 
going to treat everyone fairly and, 
if so, what constitutes “fair”?  
The same rules must apply to all 
without the appearance of favorit-
ism. There has to be a limit on the 
number of people permitted in the 
boat or the boat itself will sink. 

The problems in all the coun-
tries in this hemisphere are close-
ly related to corruption in the 
governments of those countries 
along with their crime problems. 
The storms and earthquakes that 

have hit Haiti compound a prob-
lem that already ex isted, not to 
mention the recent assasination 
of the Haitian president.

We can control the humanity 
with which people are being ex -
pelled. No more images of border 
agents on horseback riding people 
down because they are still com-
ing across the river. There has to 
be a better way.

But to the Haitians, and others 
gathering to illegally enter this 
country, that cannot be permitted. 
You create your own humanitar-
ian crisis by making the choice 
to follow the rumour that all you 
have to do is show up and come 
in.

To Americans of all colors, the 
issue has to be one of more than 
race. Let’s deal with this issue as 
we can and should.

The Institute for the Advancement of Minority 
Health (IAMH) supported the Historically Black Col-
lege &  U niversity (HBCU ) student food pantry do-
nation event which was held Sunday, September 1 9 , 
2 0 2 1  at the Smith Wills stadium in Jackson from 2  
pm-4  pm.

The drive thru donation effort was sponsored by Al-
pha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, Rho Lamb-
da O mega Chapter in conjunction with a grant from 
the CD C foundation. It was the kick-off to support 
HBCU  Awareness week.

The items collected will support student food pan-
tries at Jackson State U niversity, Tougaloo College 
and Hinds Community College (U tica Branch).

“Food insecurity is a huge problem among children 
and young adults in Mississippi. Many students that 
attend historically black colleges and universities 
come from disadvantaged backgrounds.

D r. Sandra Carr Melvin, a graduate of Tougaloo 
College said, “I am honored to give back to my alma 
mater and to support this most worthy cause.”

The Institute for the Advancement of Minority 
Health was established in 2 0 1 9  to reduce health dis-
parities among disadvantaged and underserved mi-
nority populations in the Mississippi through the 
development of collaborative partnerships with com-
munity stakeholders and the implementation of evi-
dence-based public health interventions with a par-
ticular focus on health equity. 

The Haitian dilemma

IAMH supports food 
pantries at local HBCUs

Pass the Freedom to Vote Act: 
Time is running out to protect the 
right to vote in 2022 and beyond
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 By Ben Jealous
People For the American Way

 By Dr. John Warren
San Diego Voice and 
Viewpoint/NNPA Member

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Dr. Sandra Carr Melvin supported the pantry drive for local HBCUs. The effort was coordinated 
by Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Rho Lambda Omega Chapter in conjuction with HBCU 
Awareness Week. 



This weekend, your team is 
going to win.

You can see it already, the way 
they’ve been playing so far this 
season, and you’re sure they can 
take it all the way to February. 
For now, though, this weekend’s 
a must-see and everybody looks 
good; as in “The Forgotten First” 
by Keyshawn Johnson and Bob 
Glauber, some even play on the 
shoulders of giants.

If you’re a baseball fan, you 
surely know the story of how 
Jackie Robinson became the 

fi rst black ball player in the ma-
jor leagues. What you might not 
know is that four black men in-
tegrated pro football a year be-
fore Robinson’s history-making 
at-bat.

Abandoned by his mother and 
raised by a paternal uncle because 
his father had other interests, 
Kenny Washington, who signed 
with the Los Angeles Rams on 
March 21, 1946, was fi rst drawn 
to baseball but the truth was, he 
could play any sport. Having 
battled rickets as a young boy, 
he suffered deformities in both 
his legs, but that didn’t matter – 

Johnson and Glauber report that 
Washington was fast.

So was Woody Strode, who 
signed up with the Rams not 
long after Washington. Strode’s 
mother was Native American; 
his father was black, and though 
Strode had a modeling career as 
a young man (he’d once posed 
nude for a Nazi artist) and he’d 
served in the Army Air Corps, his 
life always circled back to foot-
ball.

When he was a child, Mari-
on Motley grew to be so much 
larger than his peers that when 
he was at football practice, other 

kids’ parents begged for him to 
wear more padding so that col-
lisions with him “wouldn’t hurt 
quite so much.” Much later, 
Motley played for the Cleveland 
Browns, along with Bill Willis, 
who almost didn’t take up foot-
ball because he didn’t think he 
could play as well as his brother, 
Claude.

Within mere months, these 
four men broke the color bar-
rier in pro football. And, say the 
authors, “That history is not told 
enough...”

Another thing that’s not told 
enough: what happened before 

these four men signed on with 
their respective teams, and how 
their fi rst year proceeded. It’s in-
furiating, it’s astounding, and it’s 
all laid out here inside “The For-
gotten First.”

And yet, getting to it might not 
be so easy.

Authors Keyshawn Johnson 
and Bob Glauber are a former 
pro-baller and an NFL colum-
nist, respectively, and the tale 
they tell speaks to the heart of 
the fan with deep knowledge of 
mid-twentieth-century football 
teams, players, coaches and col-
lege ball.

It’s a wide story that encom-
passes decades and dozens of pe-
ripheral people who had a hand 
in integrating the sport genera-
tions ago, from secondary educa-
tion on up. Then it brings readers 
full-circle to reveal the inside of 
the game as it is today.

And all this will be irresist-
ible if you’re a fan. If you’re not 
a history-minded, live-for-foot-
ball-season, paint-your-face fan, 
you may be in well over your 
head with this book. If you’re ob-
sessive about the game, though, 
“The Forgotten First” is a big 
win.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
C olu mnist

WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON’S SOUL, 
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN 
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE 
VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC 
ADULTS WANT TO HEAR! 

BOOK REVIEW:

THE FORGOTTEN FIRST:
KENNY WASHINGTON, WOODY STRODE, 
MARION MOTLEY, BILL WILLIS, AND THE 
BREAKING OF THE NFL COLOR BARRIER
BY KEYSHAWN JOHNSON AND BOB GLAUBER
C.2021, GRAND CENTRAL PUBLISHING
$28.00 / $35.00 CANADA • 335 PAGES
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Homegoing Celebration
Offi cer %ryan $nderson Pippen

Friday September 1 8 ,  2 0 2 1   •   New J eru salem C hu rch  •   Pastor,  R ev .  Dewayne Pickett  •   5 7 0 8  O ld C anton R oad,  J ackson,  MS
Friends, co-workers, family and dignitaries celebrated the life of Offi cer Pippen who died Sept.9 after a two-month illness. Visitation was held Thursday at 
Peoples Funeral Home and a balloon release took place in his memory Thursday night at Precinct One on Cooper Road where he served until his death.

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON



After Three weeks of road games, 
winning two games and losing one 
Jame, -ackson 6tate will play its fi rst 
home game of the season Saturday 
against D elta State at 2 p.m. The W.C. 
Gorden Classic will be in full swing. 
Many Tiger fans feel the team should 
be undefeated after losing a close game 
12 to 7 last week to U niversity of Loui-
siana in Monroe. Tiger nation travels 
well, almost to the point of taking over 
the home team’s stadium. But now, 
they get to pack their own stadium.

O ffensively, JSU  has been strug-
gling to score points in two of the three 
games.  Scoring only 7 points against 
FAMU  and last week against U LM, the 
oIIense has shown À ashes, bXt can’t 
consistently put the ball in the endzone.

Freshman Q B, Shedeur Sanders, the 
national freshman player of the week, 
two weeks has played good football. 
Coach P rime, his dad, says he’s played, 
“alright.”  His record setting stats came 
in the Southern Heritage Classic ver-
sus Tennessee State, who happens to 
be coached by E ddie George, a good 
friend of coach D eion Sanders.

Shedeur completed 30 of 40 passes 
for 3 62 yards with 3 touchdowns. His 
30 completions was a record for the 
Southern Heritage Classic. Sanders’ 
season stats are 842 yards, 4 touch-
downs, 1 interception, while complet-
ing 72%  of his passes. Currently, he 
leads the SWAC in completions with 

76 and completion percentage with 72. 
He’s second in passing yards behind 
P rairie V iew’s Jawon P ass. Shedeur is 
3r d in touchdown passes with 4 and 
also 3r d averaging 2 80 yards passing 
per game.  E xc ellent stats for a true 
freshman. O ne of the knocks on She-
deur Sanders has been his ball security. 
He’s fumbled the ball more times than 
people want to know and was only able 
to recover a few of them.  Ball control 
in all the games thus far has been less 

than ideal for JSU .
The “D arkside” D efense has been 

lights out this season. Holding oppo-
nents to an average of 1 1 points per 
game, the defense is led by Aubrey 
Miller who leads the SWAC in tackles 
and was named SWAC defensive play-
er of the week earlier this season. James 
Houston leads the SWAC in sacks with 
5. Shedeur’s brother Shilo, is also an 
important member of the D arkside D e-
fense, helping to lead the secondary.  

D efensive coordinator, D ennis Thur-
man, turns the defense loose each week 
and it’s paying dividends. The defen-
sive backs play man to man coverage, 
and he is blitzing frequently, creating 
chaos for opposing offenses. No matter 
what the situation, the defense has been 
able to rise up to the challenge. Their 
next  test comes this Saturday, against 
2- 1 D elta State.

Tiger fans are expe cted to come out 
dressed in red for the game Saturday. 

Social media has been clamoring for 
the home opener. D elta State will not be 
a pushover, they also come in 2- 1 and 
ranked 25t h by the American Football 
Coaches Association poll.

The Statesmen are averaging 39 
points per game but only giving up 19 
points per game. JSU  prevailed last 
time they played D elta State 32 to 17 
back in 2010. In 2007, the Statemen 
shocked JSU  winning in Jackson 27 to 
15.
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B y Tim Ward
Sports E ditor

Tiger nation amped 
about home opener

As Sheriff elect, I want to restore the confi dence and 
commitment to all +inds &ounty residents especially 
our youth. :e know the increase in crime has caused 
many residents and youth to second guess day to day 
decisions, sometimes creating life and death situations

I am committed to helping our youth by making sure with 
bring back <outh Activities Programs to help enrich their 
lives.  In order to do this my priorities include:

- Taking necessary to receive grants for *(D classes, 
Soft &omputer Skills Programs, and &ulinary Must to 
name a few.

- &reate partnerships with our local courts and churches 
to stand in while teaching Self Awareness &lasses.
    -Increasing School Resource Offi cer visibility in every 
+inds &ounty School.

- Reinstating both crime prevention and crime solving 
initiatives. These programs include DAR(, TRIAD, 
*R(AT, and 9ictims Assistance

sealsforsheriff@gmail.com
601-624-9949

123 Highway 80 East #162, Clinton, MS 39056

Special Election November 2, 2021

Paid for by Friends of Leon Seals for Hinds County Sheriff

Coach Prime Quarterback  Shedeur Sanders
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Byram Middle School Football and Cheer Team Highlights

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
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