
T h e  n e w s  o f  t h e  d e a t h  o f  
J a c k s o n  n a t i v e  a n d  f o r m e r  
H i n d s  Co u n t y  Di s t r i c t  At t o r n e y  
R o b e r t  Sc h u l e r  Sm i t h  s p a r k e d  
a  oo  of motiona  o ia  m
d i a  r e a c t i o n s ,  c o n d o l e n c e s  a n d  
r  tion  from fami  fri n  
an  a o iat  o a  an  na
t i o n a l l y .

Ac c o r d i n g  t o  m e d i a  r e p o r t s ,  
Sm i t h  s u c c u m b e d  Se p t .  1 0  a f t e r  
b e i n g  c r i t i c a l l y  i n j u r e d  i n  a  c a r  
c r a s h  o n  t h e  r a i n y  n i g h t  o f  Se p t .  
1  o n  Ly n c h  St r e e t  i n  J a c k s o n ,  
M i s s .  W i t n e s s e s  s a i d  a  s p e e d i n g  
d r i v e r  s l a m m e d  i n t o  Sm i t h ’ s  c a r  
a f t e r  h e  h a d  j u s t  l e f t  h i s  n e a r b y  
a  offi .

V e t e r a n  b r o a d c a s t  j o u r n a l i s t  
a n d  Fl o r i d a  n a t i v e  K a t h y  T i m e s  
i s  a m o n g  m a n y  l o n g t i m e  f r i e n d s  
w h o  t o o k  t o  s o c i a l  m e d i a  w i t h  
t ir art f t tri t  ra r  
for i  fami  an  fon  m mo
r i e s  o f  t h e  l a w  p r o f e s s i o n a l .  
T i m e s  p o s t e d  a  b r i l l i a n t  p h o t o  o f  
Sm i t h  a n d  h e r  o n  h e r  Fa c e b o o k  
p a g e .  Sh e  s t a t e d  i n  o n e  p a r t  o f  
h e r  p o s t :  “ It  i s  s u r r e a l  t o  k n o w  
t h a t  @ R o b e r t Sh u l e r Sm i t h ’ s  
w o r k  a n d  c o u n t l e s s  g o o d  d e e d s  
o n  t h i s  s i d e  a r e  c o m p l e t e .  H e  

a  on  of t  fi r t o  to 
b e f r i e n d  m e  w h e n  I a r r i v e d  i n  
J a c k s o n  i n  De c e m b e r  1 9 9 9 .  

n  ar  of i  ar a i
nt a t  m  min   a  

b a c k  t o  h a p p y  t i m e s  w i t h  R o b e r t  
a n d  f r i e n d s . ”

T h e  f o r m e r  a n c h o r  a t  W J T V  
a n d  Fo x  4 0 ,  T i m e s ,  w h o  i s  n o w  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  Y e l l o w b r i c k  M e d i a  
Co n c e p t ,  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  J a c k s o n  
m e d i a  m a r k e t  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .

In  a  t e l e p h o n e  i n t e r v i e w  f r o m  
Fl o r i d a  w i t h  T he M i s s i s s i p p i  
L i nk  T u e s d a y ,  Se p t .  1 4 ,  T i m e s  
s a i d ,  “ R o b e r t  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  
k i n d e s t  p e o p l e  I’ v e  e v e r  m e t .  
I k n o w  h i s  w o r k  w i l l  l i v e  o n . ”  
Sh e  a l s o  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  Sm i t h  
“ c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l  
a n y w h e r e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  b u t  h e  
w a s  t r u l y  a  n a t i v e  w h o  s t a y e d  

a n d  w a s  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  h i s  
w o r k . ”  

R e a c t i n g  t o  T i m e s ’  p o s t  w a s  
anot r fri n  i  n
e s ,  w h o  c o m m e n t e d :  “ I’ m  s o  
h u r t .  W e  h a d  s o m e  g o o d  t i m e s  
t o g e t h e r .  So  h a r d  t o  g r a s p . ”

ot  nationa  n  orr
s p o n d e n t  a n d  J a c k s o n  n a t i v e  

an a  in ton a o om
m e n t e d :  “ O h  n o .  I h a d  n o t  h e a r d   
t  a  n .  m t im on a
i nm nt an  of o r  ro

i n g  u p  i n  J a c k s o n ,  I k n e w  o f  
h i s  p a r e n t s ’  b r a v e  w o r k  d u r i n g  
t h e  d a n g e r o u s  d a y s  o f  t h e  c i v i l  
ri t  mo m nt.  m a
t h i e s  t o  R o b e r t  Sh u l e r  Sm i t h ’ s  
f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s . ”

mit  a  orn into a ri

tian fami  o tr  t  im
ortan  of ation. A or

i n g  t o  h i s  f a m i l y ,  Sm i t h  g r a b b e d  
o  of t o  a  it  f r
or.   ri tian rin

i n g  a n d  p a s s i o n  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  
l e d  h i m  t o  d e v e l o p  a  d r i v e  f o r  
“ e q u i t y  a n d  j u s t i c e . ”  T h a t  d r i v e  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  d r o v e  h i m  t h r o u g h  
om tin  i  i  oo  

c a t i o n  a t  Fo r e s t  H i l l ,  c o l l e g e  
e d u c a t i o n  a t  T o u g a l o o  Co l l e g e ,  
a n d  h i s  J u r i s  Do c t o r  d e g r e e  a t  
t h e  St .  Lo u i s  U n i v e r s i t y  Sc h o o l  
o f  La w  i n  St .  Lo u i s ,  M o .  i n  
1 9 9 6 .  H e  w a s  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  

i i i i tat  ar A o ia
t i o n  i n  Se p t e m b e r  o f  t h a t  s a m e  
y e a r .  

An d  s p e a k i n g  o f  Sm i t h ’ s  

Ch r i s t i a n  v a l u e s ,  h i s  f r i e n d  R e v .  
Dr .  Au d r e y  Ly n n e  H a l l ,  s e n i o r  

a tor of o  m  i
s i o n a r y  B a p t i s t  Ch u r c h  i n  W e s t  
J a c k s o n ,  d e s c r i b e d  h i m  a s  “ a  
v e r y  c a r i n g  a n d  c o m p a s s i o n a t e  
p e r s o n . ”

H a l l  f u r t h e r  t o l d  T he M i s -
s i s s i p p i  L i nk :  “ I h a v e  k n o w n  
h i m  f o r  o v e r  3 0  y e a r s .  H e  h a d  
a  p a s s i o n  f o r  m e n t o r i n g  y o u n g  
p e o p l e  a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e m  
t o  a c h i e v e  a c a d e m i c a l l y ,  a t t e n d  
o  or a tra  oo .  in
ir  t  o t  of o  m
 n  r  a  o r a

c a l a u r e a t e  s p e a k e r  a  f e w  y e a r s  
a g o .  T h e  y o u t h  t a l k e d  f o r  w e e k s  

Da r k n e s s  s e t  i n  f o r  N a t a s h a  B l u n t  
w e l l  b e f o r e  H u r r i c a n e  Id a  k n o c k e d  
o u t  p o w e r  a c r o s s  Lo u i s i a n a .

M o n t h s  i n t o  t h e  p a n d e m i c ,  s h e  
f a c e d  e v i c t i o n  i n  N e w  O r l e a n s .  Sh e  
o t r an t a  o .  f

f r  t o tro . An   tr
 to  r ar o  ran on 

k e e p  u p  w i t h  s c h o o l w o r k  a t  h o m e .
i  n ar  a fi ft  of o i iana  

p o p u l a t i o n  –  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  
r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  b l a c k  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  
w o m e n  –  B l u n t ,  5 1 ,  l i v e s  b e l o w  t h e  
p o v e r t y  l i n e ,  a n d  t h e  p a n d e m i c ’ s  
e c o n o m i c  f a l l o u t  s e n t  h e r  t o  t h e  
b r i n k .

W i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  a n  a i d  g r o u p  a n d  

g r a s s r o o t s  d o n o r s ,  s h e  m o v e d  t o  
Ch a l m e t t e ,  a  f e w  m i l e s  o u t s i d e  N e w  
O r l e a n s ,  a n d  s t a r t e d  s e t t l i n g  i n t o  a  
t o room a artm nt. in  a 
an  an  ta in  a  of m i a

t i o n s  s i n c e  h e r  s t r o k e s ,  s h e  c o u l d n ’ t  
r t rn to or . t f ra  n fi t  
k e p t  f o o d  i n  t h e  f r i d g e  f o r  t h e  m o s t  
p a r t .

T h e n  c a m e  H u r r i c a n e  Id a .
a a  t  fi ft tron t r

ri an  to r it t  . . main
l a n d ,  w i p i n g  o u t  Lo u i s i a n a ’ s  p o w e r  
g r i d  b e f o r e  m a r c h i n g  u p  t h e  c o a s t  
an  ar in  a tatin  ort
a t  oo in . Amon  r i or  of 

t h e  d e a d l y  s t o r m ,  t h e  t o l l  h a s  b e e n  
d e e p e s t  i n  m a n y  w a y s  f o r  p e o p l e  
l i k e  B l u n t  –  t h o s e  w h o  a l r e a d y  l o s t  

l i v e l i h o o d s  t o  t h e  p a n d e m i c  i n  a  
r e g i o n  o f  l o n g s t a n d i n g  r a c i a l  a n d  
s o c i a l  i n e q u a l i t y .  Ad v o c a t e s  s a y  t h e  
ma  in  t  ma  for mar

g i n a l i z e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  p e o p l e  
o f  c o l o r  s i n c e  t h e  p a n d e m i c  b e g a n  
h a v e  b e e n  q u i c k l y  w i p e d  o u t .

 o rnm nt i  r a  i
c o n n e c t e d  f r o m  w h a t  i t ’ s  l i k e  f o r  
p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  l i t t l e  t o  n o  s a f e t y  
n t  ai  a i  arri  a ra
root  or ani r o r at  a f n
d r a i s e r  f o r  B l u n t .  “ Y o u  m a r g i n a l i z e  
p e o p l e ,  y o u  d o n ’ t  p a y  t h e m  e n o u g h ,  
t h e y  h a v e  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m s  a n d  
a r e n ’ t  i n s u r e d ,  y o u  o f f e r  l i t t l e  c a s h  
a s s i s t a n c e  o r  r e n t  a s s i s t a n c e ,  a n d  

n  a  for  t  n
p r e c e d e n t e d  i n s u r r e c t i o n  a t  
t h e  U . S.  Ca p i t o l  i n s p i r e d  
b y  f o r m e r  P r e s i d e n t  Do n a l d  
T r u m p ,  t h e  U n i t e d  St a t e s  
Se n a t e  u n d e r w e n t  a  s e a  
c h a n g e .

T h a n k s  t o  h e a v y  v o t e r  
t u r n o u t  –  l a r g e l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  
of t  ffort  of a  om
n an  ot r omm nit  or

g a n i z e r s  –  G e o r g i a  r e s i d e n t s  
e l e c t e d  J o n  O s s o f f  a n d  t h e  
R e v .  R a p h a e l  W a r n o c k  t o  
t h e  Se n a t e .

W h e n  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h e  
ti r a in  ot  r r nt

  t  t n n  t
e d  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ,  K a m a l a  
H a r r i s ,  G e o r g i a ’ s  s p e c i a l  
e l e c t i o n  g a v e  De m o c r a t s  t h e  
Se n a t e  m a j o r i t y .

Fo r  R e v .  W a r n o c k ,  t h e  
tion ro i  an n

a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p a n d  t h e  
t i  ommitm nt an  
ir  to r   mon trat

e d  r e g u l a r l y  f r o m  t h e  p u l p i t  
a  a tor of t  i tori  
e n e z e r  B a p t i s t  Ch u r c h .  J u s t  
i n  t i m e  t o  p r o v i d e  c o m f o r t  
for a nation in n  of a

e r s h i p  a n d  h e a l i n g .
orn in a anna  or

g i a ,  J u l y  2 3 ,  1 9 6 9 ,  W a r n o c k  
g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  M o r e h o u s e  
Co l l e g e  w i t h  a  d e g r e e  i n  

o o .  at r ra
at  from nion o o i
c a l  Se m i n a r y  i n  N e w  Y o r k .

n t  for t  o
s i t i o n  o f  p a s t o r ,  W a r n o c k  
w a s  t h e  y o u n g e s t  e v e r  t o  
s e r v e  i n  t h a t  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e  
a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c  c h u r c h .  As  t h e  
no  nator r n  ar
n o c k ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a  s e a t  
on t  r  ai   fi  a 
riti a  at in t  . . a

i t o l  B u i l d i n g  a n d  Se n a t e .
In  h i s  l e s s  t h a n  o n e  y e a r  a s  

a nator  it a  om  if
fi t to o r tat  t  im a t 
o f  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .

H e  s e r v e s  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  
t  nat  A ri t r  
trition an  or tr  om
mitt .  air  t  
c o m m i t t e e  o n  Co m m o d i t i e s ,  
R i s k  M a n a g e m e n t ,  T r a d e ,  
an  t  ommitt  on an
in  o in  an  r an Af
f a i r s .  H e  i s  a l s o  a  m e m b e r  o f  
t  nat  omm r  i
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Natasha Blunt sits in her apartment with her grandson Kamille Blunt, 5, in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Ida in Chalmette, La., Monday, Sept. 6, 2021. Before the hurricane hit, the New 
Orleans native had hardly recovered from facing eviction and loss of her catering job during 
the pandemic. The storm, which left her in the dark and without power for several days, has 
taken Blunt to the brink. Unable to work as her health deteriorates from a pair of strokes, 
Blunt is still facing eviction while she cares for Kamille. AP PHOTO/GERALD HERBERT

Senator Reverend 
Raphael Warnock 
(D-GA) receives 

2021 NNPA National 
Leadership Award

From COVID to Ida: Louisiana’s 
marginalized ‘see no way out’

 By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Corresp ondent

By Aaron Morrison
Associated Pressca

 Robert Schuler Smith
Former Hinds County DA

Refl ections of his life and legacy
By Gail H.M. Brown, Ph.D.
Contributing  W riter

Warnock



Se v e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  o n  Au g u s t  
1 5 ,  2 0 1 3 ,  t h e  d o o r s  o f  Co m -
m u n i t y  Em p o w e r m e n t  Ce n t e r  
Ch u r c h ,  p a s t o r e d  b y  Dw a y n e  
B r i n k l e y  w e r e  o p e n e d ,  a n d  t h e  
fi r t r  r i  a  . 
T h e  s a n c t u a r y  w a s  a  s m a l l  h o t e l  
c o n f e r e n c e  r o o m  t h a t  c o u l d  s e a t  
no mor  t an  o . 

B e c a u s e  t h e  h o t e l  u t i l i z e d  t h e  
s p a c e  f o r  b u s i n e s s  a n d  m e e t -
i n g s  a n d  c o r p o r a t e  t r a i n i n g ,  
t h e y  h a d  t o  s e t  u p  a n d  t e a r  d o w n  
t h e  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  f u r n i s h i n g  

r  n a . or t m  it a  
t h e  b i r t h i n g  o f  a  m i n i s t r y ,  a n d  
t  iffi ti  of a in  to t 
u p  a n d  t e a r  d o w n  t h e  s o u n d  
e q u i p m e n t  a n d  f u r n i s h i n g s  e v -
e r y  Su n d a y  w a s  a  s m a l l  p r i c e  
to a .

B e c a u s e  o f  s e v e r a l  c h a l l e n g -
e s  a t  t h e  G r e y m o n t  f a c i l i t y ,  i n  
e a r l y  J u n e  2 0 1 4 ,  a  m e e t i n g  w a s  
h e l d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  
fi n in  a n  r  o ation. 
At  3 5 8 0  O l d  B r a n d o n  R o a d ,  
P e a r l ,  M S,  a  b u i l d i n g  w a s  l o -
c a t e d ,  v i s i t e d  a n d  c l a i m e d  a s  
t h e  n e w  Co m m u n i t y  Em p o w e r -
m nt nt r r  o ation.

M u c h  w o r k  w e n t  f o r t h ,  a n d  
o n  J u l y  1 8 ,  2 0 1 4 ,  t h e  Lo r d  
b l e s s e d  t h e  s m a l l  c o n g r e g a t i o n  
t o  p u r c h a s e  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  a s  
t ir fi r t ifi .  r a  
o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  w h i c h  s t a n d s  
on t o a r  of an  a  fi na
i z e d  o n  J u l y  2 2 ,  2 0 1 4 ,  a t  1 0 : 2 8  
a.m.   a  fi  it  
t h e  R a n k i n  Co u n t y  Ch a n c e r y  
Cl e r k ,  a n d  3 5 8 0  O l d  B r a n d o n  

R o a d ,  P e a r l ,  M S,  b e c a m e  t h e  
n e w  l o c a t i o n  f o r  Co m m u n i t y  

m o rm nt nt r r . 
P a s t o r  B r i n k l e y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  

G o d  h a d  r e w a r d e d  h i s  s p i r i -
t u a l  f a i t h f u l n e s s  b y  g r a n t i n g  
h i m  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  t o  p r e a c h  h i s  

o  or .  fi r t r i  a  
h e l d  o n  Su n d a y ,  Se p t e m b e r  1 8 ,  

14  in t  n  o ation.  
m e s s a g e  w a s  “ N o t  b y  M i g h t ,  
N o t  b y  P o w e r ,  B u t  B y  M y ,  
Sp i r i t  Sa y s  t h e  Lo r d , ”  Z e c h a -
ria  4 .

n A ri  1  1  t  fi 
n a l  p a y m e n t  w a s  m a d e  o n  t h e  
m o r t g a g e ,  g i v i n g  Co m m u n i t y  
Em p o w e r m e n t  Ce n t e r  a  c l e a r  
tit  to t  i in . ot in t  
1 5  y e a r s ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  m o r t g a g e  
o r  i n  1 0  y e a r s ,  a s  h o p e d  f o r  b y  
t h e  p a s t o r ,  b u t  s i x  y e a r s  a n d  
e i g h t  m o n t h s  a s  p u r p o s e d  b y  

o .

O n  Au g u s t  2 2 ,  2 0 2 1 ,  t h e  
c h u r c h  h e l d  t h e  M o r t g a g e  
B u r n i n g  Ce l e b r a t i o n  d u r i n g  i t s  
mornin  or i  r i .  
m e s s a g e  w a s ,  P h i l i p p i a n s  1 : 6 ,  
“ P o s i t i o n i n g  f o r  G r e a t e r  P u r -

o .
As  p u r p o s e d  b y  G o d ,  t h e  

m i s s i o n  o f  Co m m u n i t y  Em -
o rm nt nt r i  to r  t 

t h e  l o v e  o f  G o d  t h r o u g h  s e r v i c e  
w h i l e  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  h o w  a  
p e r s o n a l  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  Ch r i s t  
c a n  c h a n g e  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ’ s  l i f e ,  
im a t t  fami  an  in  n  
t  omm nit .

Co m m u n i t y  Em p o w e r m e n t  
Ce n t e r ,  t h r o u g h  i t s  H e l p i n g  
H a n d s  M i n i s t r y ,  c o n t i n u e s  t o  
d e m o n s t r a t e  a  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  
m e e t i n g  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ’ s  n e e d s  
b y  f e e d i n g  t h e  h o m e l e s s  i n  
t h e i r  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y ,  p r o v i d -
i n g  r e s o u r c e s  t o  b a t t e r e d  w o m -

e n  s h e l t e r s ,  a d o p t i n g  m i l i t a r y  
f a m i l i e s  f o r  T h a n k s g i v i n g  a n d  
Ch r i s t m a s ,  a n d  l e n d i n g  a  h e l p -
i n g  h a n d  t o  l o c a l  H a b i t a t  b u i l d -
in  ro t . A itiona  t  
H e l p i n g  H a n d s  M i n i s t r y  s p o n -
s o r s  a  W i n t e r  Co a t  Dr i v e  t o  

h e l p  t h e  h o m e l e s s  c o m m u n i t y  
rin  t  int r mont . 
Co m m u n i t y  Em p o w e r m e n t  

Ce n t e r  p r i d e s  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  p r a c -
t i c e  o f  b e i n g  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  t r a n s -
p a r e n t ,  a n d  f u l l y  a c c o u n t a b l e  a s  
s t e w a r d s  o f  a l l  G o d  h a s  e n t r u s t -

 to t  mini tr . omm nit  
Em p o w e r m e n t  Ce n t e r  r e c o g -
n i z e s  t h a t  n o n e  o f  t h i s  w o u l d  
b e  p o s s i b l e  w e r e  i t  n o t  f o r  t h e  

i at  n fi  i in  of 
t h e  m e m b e r s ,  f r i e n d s  a n d  p a r t -
n r  o ort t ir mini tr .

LO CAL

Sp ecial  to The M ississip p i L ink  

Members sharing in mortgage burning ceremony.

Pastor Brinkley celebrates Mortgage Burning during morning worship service.
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A debt paid and a promise kept



about his speech and how approachable he 
was after the service, where he greeted each 
youth personally. I am very thankful that we 
crossed paths at a mutual friend’s home and 
became friends.”

According to his biography, Attorney 
Smith was licensed to practice law in all 
courts in the State of Mississippi, including 
the Supreme Court of Mississippi as well 
as the Fifth Circuit of Appeals of New Or-
leans. He worked as a prosecutor with the 
City of Jackson and a public defender with 
Hinds County. He was sworn in as the Hinds 
County district attorney in 2008, ironically 
t  am  ar t  nation t  it  fir t Af-
rican-American president. 

Smith served as Hinds County district at-
torney for 12 years.

“Some said he wouldn’t win,” recalled 
Times. “But I told them the Robert Schuler 
Smith I know will win that election, and he 
did.”

Friend Attorney Winston J. Thompson 

III, who worked with Smith as a law part-
n r at on  tim  an  at t  A ffi  ai  
Smith was simply a hard-working achiever. 
“In fact, he had so many achievements that 
I cannot recall them all,” the Callaway High 
School alumni said. “Honestly, Robert just 
worked like hell; he built a practice, and he 
was a great trial lawyer,” Thompson said. 
“I learned how to be a better trial lawyer 
through Robert. He was a great thinker. You 
could not out-think him, and you could not 
outwork him.”

A public visitation was held Tuesday, 
Sept. 14, from 12 p.m.-6 p.m., at Lake-
over Memorial Funeral Home on Beas-
ley Road. A private graveside service was 
held Wednesday at Garden Memorial Park 
Cemetery on Highway 49 North. Stepha-
nie Hatcher served as program guide. His 
father, Dr. Royce M. Smith, delivered the 
eulogy.

ence, and Transportation Committee, the Sen-
ate Aging Committee and the bicameral Joint 
Economic Committee.

For his tireless work for the citizens of 
Georgia and all Americans, Senator Warnock 
was selected as a recipient of the National 
Newspaper Publishers Association (NNPA) 
2021 National Leadership Award, saluting ex-
cellence and innovative leadership in Black 
America.

“Thank you to the Black Press of America 
and the National Newspaper Publishers As-
sociation for this gracious award,” said Sen. 
Rev. Warnock.

“To my brother, Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr., 
Chair Karen Carter Richards, National Cor-
respondent Stacy Brown, and the countless 
others who do the important work to keep our 
communities informed, engaged and motivat-
ed through these unprecedented times.

“This award is not about me, but the mil-
lions of black Americans in Georgia and 
across the country who continuously display 
their courage, perseverance and fortitude as 
we navigate increasingly challenging times in 
our communities and throughout our world. 
Know that I will continue to do my part in the 

United States Senate to uplift Georgia voices 
in the continual march toward what Dr. King 
called the beloved community.”

This year, the NNPA celebrates 81 years as 
the trusted voice of Black America and 194 
years of the Black Press of America. Each 
year, the NNPA recognizes courageous Amer-
icans that have impacted our nation and our 
world in positive ways.

Sen. Cory Booker, Congresswoman Cori 
Bush, Dr. James E.K. Hildreth, Dr. Ebony 
Hilton and record-setting Olympic Champion 
Allyson Felix were also selected to receive 
awards during this year’s virtual reception 
ceremony scheduled September 16, 2021 at 7 
p.m. EST at a free virtual ceremony at w w w .
v i rtual nnp a. 2 0 2 1 . co m . 

“While the recipients’ career paths may 
vary, one cannot underestimate the impact of 
their shared commitment to creating meaning-
f  an  n fi ia  an  in t  i  of Af-
rican Americans,” the members of NNPA’s 
Board of Directors in a joint statement.

Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr., the president 
and CEO of the NNPA, said the Black Press 
“is saluting excellence and innovative leader-
ship in Black America.”

Smith
Continued from page 1

W arnock
Continued from page 1

Louisiana
Continued from page 1

you allow them to be evicted.
“The message that people get is their lives 

are expendable.’’
As Ida approached, Blunt evacuated to a ho-

tel. She could afford only a short stay and had 
to return to Chalmette, despite warnings not to 
go back to humid cities without power.

Her apartment was pitch black. Ida had 
blown out the windows of her upstairs bed-
room. Beds, clothing and furniture were wa-
terlogged. She’d spent her last dollars getting 
to the hotel.

“It’s like I’ve got to start all over again,’’ 
nt ai  o in  a   r  r fir t 

oor  r    in  t  room i  
uninhabitable. “Every time I get a step ahead, 
I get pushed back down. And I’m tired. I don’t 
see no way out.’’

Blunt faces eviction for the second time in a 
year. Her only hope, she said, is Social Secu-
rit  an  ot r i a i it  n fit .  a i  
before Ida, she said, but hasn’t heard back – 
safety-net programs are often disrupted in di-
sasters’ wakes.

Blunt wants to move, perhaps away from 
the storm-battered Gulf Coast – somewhere 
grandson Kamille can resume schooling with-
out worrying about power outages. But she’s 
far from optimistic.

“This is the end of the road; I can’t go on 
much longer,’’ she said. Kamille put down a 
worksheet to rub his grandma’s leg.

“Don’t cry,’’ he told her. She managed a ten-
der reply: “Do your ABCs, baby.’’

____
Anti-poverty advocates in Louisiana bemoan 

links between being black or brown, living in 
impoverished areas, and being underserved by 
governmental disaster response. Available aid 
from anti-poverty programs often fails to meet 
storm victims’ heightened needs.

That’s what happened during Ida, advocates 
say. In Louisiana, where 17 storms that caused 
at least $1 billion in damage have hit since 

 non rofit   om  of t  mo t ir  
need and starkest divide along socioeconom-
ics lines.

`̀ One of the things that we get really frus-
trated about,̀ ` said Ashley Shelton of the non-

rofit o r oa ition for a it  an  -
tice, `̀ is people saying, `Ugh, Louisiana is so 
resilient.’

`̀ We don’t want to be resilient forever,’’ she 
said. `̀ When you force people to live in a con-
stant state of resilience, it’s just oppression. 
Fix the systems.’’

It doesn’t help that Louisiana’s poverty rate 
is higher than the national average, according 
to the Census Bureau ‘s American Community 
Survey. Poverty makes the prospect of reloca-
tion precarious for people who were already 
struggling before disaster struck, said Andre-
anecia Morris of HousingNOLA, a program of 
the Greater New Orleans Housing Alliance.

`̀ Housing is a foundational issue for all of 
these catastrophes,’’ Morris said. `̀ Our failure 
to address racial bias, gender bias and poverty 
bias in housing impedes all of those things.’’

After Ida hit, Morris canvassed areas of 
New Orleans. In the Lower Ninth Ward, a 
neighborhood that suffered immensely after 
Hurricane Katrina, 57-year-old Lationa Kemp 
found herself cut off from most aid. She’d been 
relying on neighbors with cars for ice, meals 
and water. She was without power, with roof 
leaks and fence damage.

Kemp had disputes with her landlord over 
the home’s condition. The threat of eviction 
loomed. Morris wants to get Kemp moved 
elsewhere permanently. In the meantime, Mor-
ris suggested a cooling center.

an  o  a  t m fin  m  to  
her, explaining that she’d rather stay in a dilap-
idated home _ past experiences make her fear 
the shelter system. `̀ I’m praying that when I 
leave out of here, I’m going to a better house.’’

____
Blunt has survived her share of storms _ 

starting with her birth, during the fallout of 
Hurricane Camille in 1969. As she tells it, her 
pregnant mother had been moved to a naval 
medical ship. Today, Blunt chuckles over the 
coincidence of her grandson’s name, Kamille.

Remembering Katrina is scarier. Blunt 
evacuated, then returned to a damaged home. 
But Ida’s been worse.

`̀ This here was my worst-ever life experi-
ence, coming back to this, coming back to 
darkness,’’ she said.

Blunt has considered leaving, as many Loui-
sianans do in the wake of storms. No matter 
where she ends up, though, she knows she’ll 

r i . n in t  ar n   fin  om  
light by helping her community _ seeking a 
power source for a neighbor’s breathing ma-
chine, sharing her car for charging cellphones. 
She tells herself: `̀ I’m still standing.’’

She wants more not just for her, but for her 
grandson. `̀ I want us to go somewhere better,̀ ` 
Blunt said, helping Kamille with the TV re-
mot  t  o r fina  r tor  at om .

`̀ Somewhere I can be stable. I just want to 
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Robert Shuler Smith was born to Royce 
Mervin Smith and Lou Alice Smith on Janu-
ary 11, 1971, in Jackson, Mississippi. Born 
into a loving Christian family, he was the 
son and grandson of ministers of the gospel. 
Robert Shuler was baptized at an early age at 
Rosemont Baptist Church by his grandfather, 
Reverend David D. Smith. He was raised in a 
family that taught their sons the value of edu-
cation. His fervor for education and Christian 
beliefs were the driving forces that led him 
to fi t for it  an  ti . o rt r 
graduated from Forrest Hill High School and 
Tougaloo College. He attended St. Louis Uni-
versity School of Law in St Louis, Missouri, 
graduating in 1996 with a Juris Doctor degree 
and was admitted to the Mississippi State Bar 
in September 1996. Attorney Robert Smith 
was licensed to practice law in all courts in 
the State of Mississippi, including the Su-
preme Court of Mississippi as well as the Fifth 
Circuit Court of Appeals, located in New Or-
leans, Louisiana. He began his practice as an 
attorney in the location of the former Smith’s 
Supermarket owned by his grandfather, Rev-
erend R.L.T. Smith. Robert worked as a Pros-
ecutor with the City of Jackson and a Public 
Defender with Hinds County. He was sworn in 
as the Hinds County District Attorney in 2008 
and served 12 years. For the past year and a 
half, Attorney Smith has been running the Co-

ran a  firm in a on. 
Attorney Smith was a member of numerous 

professional and community organizations, in-
cluding the Mississippi Bar Association, Mag-
nolia Bar Association, the National Associa-

tion for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), and Central Mississippi Health 
Services, Inc. He consistently gave back to 
his community as a member of the West Jack-
son Community Development Corporation 
and as a volunteer mentor for Jackson Public 
Schools. 

In 2017, District Attorney Smith was in-
vited to attend the Urban Elected Prosecutors 
Summit, which was held in Atlanta, Georgia, 
April 19-21, 2017. He was personally invited 
by District Attorneys Paul Howard and Kim-
berly Worthy, Atlanta, and Detroit district at-
torneys, respectively. The meeting featured 
a ro imat  4 of t  mo t in ntia  Afri-
can American elected prosecutors in the Unit-
ed States. The summit featured Pulitzer Prize 
journalists from the Washington Post, law 
nfor m nt offi ia  At anta a or a im 

Reed, and other prominent leaders. 
Robert Shuler Smith was preceded in death 

by his paternal grandparents, Reverend R.L.T. 
Smith and Mrs. Annie Louise Smith, and ma-
ternal grandfather, Reverend David D. Smith. 

Robert leaves to lovingly remember him: 
his parents, Dr. Lou Alice Smith and Dr. 
Royce Mervin Smith, Jackson, Mississippi; 
his maternal grandmother, Mrs. Pinkie Smith 
Amos, Jackson, Mississippi; son, Raphael 
Shuler Smith, Hawthorne, New Jersey; daugh-
ter, Jada Smith, Washington, D.C.; brother, 
Royce Mervin (Lynda) Smith, Jr., Pearl, Mis-
sissippi; nephew, Royce L.T. Smith; niece; 
Chanita Hicks; many aunts, uncles, cousins, 
and other relatives and friends; and his faithful 
dog, Odie. 

Robert Shuler Smith
J anuary  1 1 ,  1 9 7 1  -  S ep tem b er 1 0 ,  2 0 2 1

Smith

Family and friends lined up 
in their decorated cars at the 
Family Dollar Store on Terry 
Road to surprise Mae Fran-
ces Noel with a drive-by pa-
rade on Saturday at her South 
Jackson home in celebration 
of her 85th birthday. 

The birthday parade was 
given by Karen-Livingston 
Wilson and the Noel fam-
ily. Invited guest included 
friends, neighbors, mission-
ary sisters and church mem-
bers. They came driving by 
with posters and balloons on 
their cars bearing gifts and 

cards for the surprised birth-
day honoree.  

Noel, a member of Pearl 
Street AME church in Jack-
son was born in Jackson-
ville, FL. Prior to moving to 
Jackson she lived in Passaic, 
New Jersey. She joined Pearl 
Street AME church in 1978. 
Her previous work included 
working in accounts receiv-
able at Gayfers Department 
Store and in-home care for 
children and persons in need.

Noel was married to the 
late John Noel. Her sister-in-
law is  civil rights pioneer, the 
late Gladys Noel Bates.  

Family and friends surprise Mae Frances Noel 
with drive-by birthday party

Sp ecial  to The M ississip p i L ink

Carol Cunningham (l) and Marion Picket-El (center) stands on porch 
with Noel (rt.) Noel admires her birthday cake                                   PHOTOS BY PEGGY KING 



IN MEMORIAM

Hardy Cornelius 
Crudup Jr.

March 1, 1932 - September 4, 2021

Lee Andrew Williams
July 28, 1946 – August 30, 2021

Bryan Anderson Pippin
April 5, 1969 – September 9, 2021
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Hardy Cornelius Crudup Jr., also known as 
“AC,” was born March 1, 193 2, in Clinton, 
Mississippi, to Hardy C. Crudup and Daisy 
Nee Putman Crudup. He was the youngest of 
eleven children. AC grew up in a strong sup-
portive Christian family where he was nur-
tured and encouraged not to allow the barriers 
and racism of his day to hamper his growth 
and success. His family had values that pro-
voked success, and he embraced these early 
in his life. Values such as property ownership, 
self-employment, higher education, church 
leadership and community involvement were 
what he heard his parents proclaim and what 
he saw his older siblings model. This left an 
indelible mark on AC and many of his nieces 
and nephews – who were of his same age. 

However, AC’s greatest asset may have 
been his mother, known to her children and 
grandchildren as Momma Daisy. Hardy C. 
Crudup Sr., died in 193 9 when AC was in 
elementary school, but Momma Daisy took 
control and pushed forward. She was a land-
owner, a farmer, a leader in Pleasant Green 
Baptist Church, a community advocate and 
a businesswoman who created and sold her 
lines of candies and sweets to black and white 
people alike. She was a no-nonsense person 
and demanded that AC understand what he 
had to do to succeed. AC cherished her en-
couragement and went about doing those 
things that would make him successful. 

He began high school at Sumner Hill in 
inton an  fi ni  at am  o  in 

Jackson. It was at Campbell College that he 
met Robbie Mae Searcie. They married on 
June 8, 1952 and God gave them four chil-
dren, Ronnie, Bobby, Michelle and Belinda.

On December 8, 1952, AC joined the Unit-
ed States Army, was deployed, and served in 
the Korean War. On December 7, 1954 he 
was honorably discharged. Taking advantage 
of t   i  A  o t i  fi r t om  in a 
newly planned subdivision for black people 
in Jackson, MS. He and his wife Robbie Mae 

r a  on  of t  fi r t om  i t in 1 4 
on Oak Park Drive. 

Hardy C. Crudup Jr., after his discharge 
from the Army, went back to school for skill 
training in construction, which started a long 
distinguished and very successful career as a 
carpenter and eventually owner of his own 
construction company. He also owned for a 
period a cafe and a motel.

In the early 70’s AC, at the Lord’s beckon-
ing, left his wife’s church in Jackson, Solo-
mon Temple Missionary Baptist Church, and 
moved his family to his home church, Pleas-
ant Green Missionary Baptist Church in Clin-
ton, MS. This move resulted in tremendous 
blessings for the Crudup family and the per-
sonal renewal of Hardy Cornelius Crudup’s 
faith in Jesus Christ. He eventually became a 
committed member, leader, deacon and chair-
man of the deacons at Pleasant Green.

On June 8, 1992, Hardy and his wife Rob-
bie Mae celebrated 40 years of marriage with 
a big anniversary celebration thrown for 
them by their children and relatives. Robbie 
Mae Searcie Crudup died later that year on 
November 15, 1992, at the age of 57. Hardy 
and Robbie were a great team, accomplishing 
much together.

In 1997, Hardy found love again and mar-
ried a wonderful lady named Eddie Mae Hu-
litt on July 17, 1997. (He liked Mae’s! ) Their 
union produced two bonus children, Eric and 
Joshua; a grandchild who Eddie Mae adopted. 
Sadly, after seven beautiful years of marriage, 
Eddie Mae Hulitt Crudup suddenly passed 
away on November 18, 2004, at 59 years old. 

At the age of 72, Hardy Cornelius Crudup 
found himself not alone but a single parent 
of a teenage boy aged 14. Hardy and Joshua 
were not alone but together, which ushered in 

a new and interesting chapter of life for both. 
Hardy had always been a man of few 

words, stern looks who seldom smiled, but 
time and Joshua started to bring out another 
side of him, a softer side of him. The changes 
that life brings have allowed Hardy and “you 
Crudups,” as he affectionately called the 
whole group of children and grandchildren, 
to enjoy each other as never before. It even 
changed the children’s view of their father, 
who seemed at one time to enjoy the mean 
and heavy role. 

Michelle said of her father: “In my elemen-
tary years, the neighborhood kids thought my 
father was mean, and I was afraid of him. But 
as time passed and I grew up, my fears sub-
i .  am  to fi n  o t t at  a  a n  

of humor and even occasionally smiled. I re-
called one story in particular, my best friend 
Cheryl and I watched a movie, and my dad 
started to laugh. Cheryl poked me in my side 
and asked, “what’s wrong with him?  – he’s 
laughing.” I told her, he does that sometimes. 
“This blew her away... precious childhood 
memories I will always cherish. As I grew 
older, I found my dad to be a sweet, strong, 
sometimes stubborn man who loved his fam-
ily. I will miss him dearly.”

Belinda said of her father: “All of my life, 
I have always had the greatest amount of 
respect for my dad. As a child, I didn’t al-
ways understand him because I thought he 
was hard, but I learned later that he and my 
mom a  r  ifi  ro .  mom a  
t  a ifi r an  t  motiona  ort.  
handled the lighter weight. My dad was the 
“heavyweight,” and he handled it when the 
ar  t ff a  to  on .  no   a  fi rm  

but I knew he had a soft spot, and I leaned on 
him when I needed that fatherly support. All 
I had to say was daddy, you are the greatest, 
and he’d say, ‘Belinda, what do you want? ’ I 
could always count on him to tell me what I 
needed to hear whether I liked it or not (love 
ain’t always easy, and the truth can some-
times hurt). I knew he had my best interest 
at heart. I feel a great loss knowing he’s not 
here, but I have comfort in knowing I’ll see 
him again. Thank you, daddy, for being the 
love and support I always needed. I’ll always 
cherish you.”

Ronnie said of his father: “I always thought 
of my father as this or that, and I found out 
t at  a  ron .  fi na  fo n  o t t at m  
father was a product of his time and environ-
m nt o fo t a oo  fi t to  tt r.  
found out he was extremely proud of me and 
was more generous than I ever imagined. My 
father changed a lot over the years and got 
better, or maybe I changed a lot and saw him 
better?  Either way, I am so glad.”

Hardy Cornelius Crudup Jr. was preceded 
in death by his parents, Hardy C. Crudup Sr., 
and Daisy Nee Putman Crudup, his wife Rob-
bie Mae Searcie Crudup, his wife Eddie Mae 
Hulitt Crudup, his son Bobby Frank Crudup, 
Sr., and his grandson Brandon Fitzgerald 
Crudup. He was also preceded in death by 
his ten siblings: John Crudup, Ellen Crudup 
Mills, Aaron Jefferson, Healon Jefferson 
Knight, Annie Crudup Bell, Charlotte Crudup 
Legrande, Rosa Crudup Alexander, Ceaser 
Bailey Crudup, Martha Crudup Mitchell and 
Z elda Crudup Daniels, and a host of nieces 
and nephews who also preceded him. 

Hardy C. Crudup Jr. leaves to mourn 
his passing: two cousins he helped raise as 
daughters, Marlene Winters (Floyd) and 

aron infi  on onni  . r  r. 
(Jacq ueline); daughters Michelle Crudup 
Hardy (Wilbur) of Houston, Texas and Be-
linda Crudup Hall (Joe); daughter-in-law, Dr. 
Maggie Robinson Crudup; bonus children, 
Eric Hulitt and Joshua Hulitt; twelve grand-
children: Ronnie Crudup Jr. (Andrea), Nadia 
Gaynor (Kehinde), Bobby Crudup Jr. (Kei-
sha), Terence Crudup, Justin Hall (Laurie), 
Danielle Harris (Luke), Ashton Walker (Jor-
dan), Dr. Bianca Crudup, Courtney Hardy, 
Paige Crudup, Larnelle Hall and Dr. Breland 
Crudup; fourteen great-grandchildren: Amari 
Gaynor, Ayinde Gaynor, Nya Crudup, Tristain 
Owens, Bobby Crudup III, Isaac Crudup, 
Robin Crudup, Ronit Crudup, Baleigh Crud-
up, David Crudup, Alora Gaynor, Gabrielle 
Harris, Kyrie Walker and Grace Harris. A host 
of nieces, nephews, cousins, adopted relation-
ships with the McElroy family, and a special 
friend Cleola Arnold are also left to mourn his 
passing.

Homegoing celebration for Hardy C. Crud-
up Jr. was held at New Horizon Church Inter-
nationa  it  . arr  irt r offi iat
ing. Committal was at Cedar Grove Cemetary 
in Clinton, MS.

Lee Andrew Williams, 75, passed away Monday, 
August 3 0, 2021, at his home in Tupelo, MS sur-
rounded by his family. He was born on July 28, 1946, 
in Tupelo, Mississippi to the late Cornelia Cummings 
and the late Arzo Barnes. As a young boy, he enjoyed 
playing basketball and baseball in school and outside 
of school. He also loved wrestling, playing marbles 
and was known as the family prankster, very mis-
chievous. He often enjoyed a great laugh and making 
others laugh; usually being the source of the laugh-
ter. Because of his ability to make others laugh and 
his laid-back personality, he had lots of friends grow-
ing up.

Lee accepted Christ at an early age and joined New 
Lebanon Baptist Church, where he sang in the choir 
and played the piano.

Lee was an honor graduate and class salutatorian 
of the Class of 1964 at Belden High School. Because 
of his academic excellence, he graduated one year 
early with his brother, Robert. After graduation, he 
enlisted in the U.S. Army, where he was stationed 
in Austria. He also had the opportunity to travel to 
Greece while serving our country.

Lee married Annie Ruth Vaughn in 1971 and from 
t i  nion am  fi  i r n  am a  r an a  ari
lus, Ceasus and Fanesha. He was a loving husband 
and a caring father. He worked for McGraw-Edison 
Manufacturing, then for Malone &  Hyde and Morris 
Sales as a truck driver for many years before his life-
long career in gospel music began.

Lee began singing gospel music at the age of six, 
when his uncle, Mitchell Thornton, a member of the 
Gospel Stars, formed the group: the Gospel Stars Ju-
niors, featuring Lee and his three brothers: Willie, 
Robert and Frank. Singing around the house and in 
t  omm nit  fi na  ai  off for t  o n  o . 
Later, their uncle, Mitchell Thornton, formed The 

irit a   a ifi  ri tian in r  om
prised of a variety of gospel singers. After some of 
them relocated, Lee’s oldest brother, Willie Thorn-
ton, restarted the group after they broke up in 1968 
and took the name for their own group in which Lee 
played the bass guitar. He continued to sing and 
travel the world spreading the word through gospel 
music.

After three decades of recording and traveling, in 
1   irit a   r or  t ir fi r t a m  
“Jesus is Alive and Well.” It wasn’t until the release 
of the second album in 1998, “Love Will Go All the 
Way” that the group was renamed Lee Williams and 
The Spiritual Q Cs. This album threw Lee Williams 

and the Spiritual Q Cs into the gospel music spotlight 
an  arn  t m t ir fi r t nationa  it   arn  
to Lean,” an upbeat hand-clapper of a tune that 
showcased Lee’s powerful vocals and spearheaded a 
string of successful albums throughout the 1990s and 
2000s. Other accolades include Lee being featured 
on the hit song, “Cooling Water” with the legendary 
Williams Brothers, Melvin and Doug, in 1997.

Lee Williams and The Spiritual Q Cs would record 
and tour the nation nearly 50 weeks a year, touch-
ing fans with his caring personality. Lee was known 
for his distinct voice and uniq ue stage presence and 
never failed to deliver a soul stirring performance, 
while leaving his all on the stage every time. His 
deep baritone voice and cool stoic style moved the 
crowd as he stood in one spot singing until the power 
of the Lord came down. He was a gentle soul who 
would sign autographs and take photos with fans for 
hours before and after each performance.

Lee Williams and The Spiritual Q Cs recorded six 
more records; having several hits peak on the Top 
Ten and Top Five of Billboard gospel music charts, 
won 10 Stellar Awards (and was presented with the 
Stellar Awards’ prestigious James Cleveland Life-
time Achievement Award in 2010), earned a Soul 
Train Award for Best Gospel Album of the Year, and 
was named the Gospel Music Excellence Awards’ 
Traditional Q uartet of the Year in 2011. Lee was also 
given the Mississippi Trailblazer Award.

Dr. Lee Williams, the beloved q uartet frontman of 
the Spiritual Q Cs, received the Honorary Doctorate 
of Sacred Music from Bible Believers Christian Col-
lege in California June 2016.

After sixty-seven years of being the primary lead 
singer and songwriter, Lee retired from public per-
formances in 2018 in his hometown of Tupelo, MS, 
where it all began. In July of that year, the city of Tu-
pelo celebrated both his career and retirement with 
a public celebration, during which he was presented 
with the key to the city. Lee Williams and The Spiri-
tual Q Cs became one of the most in-demand q uartet 
gospel groups of all time.

He leaves to celebrate his life and continue his leg-
acy, his faithful and loving wife Annie Ruth Williams 
an  t ir fi  i r n  am a arr  i iam  
Orlanda “Sac” Williams, Carilus “C.C.” Williams, 
Ceasus “Javon” (Shanetta) Williams and Fanesha 
“Shanay” (Adarius) Traylor; his children: Rodrick 
Bailey, Sonya Madden, Melissia (Patrick) McCoy, 
Kimberlee Ford and Roosevelt (Shanna) Ford; his 
grandchildren; his great-grandchildren; his brothers: 
Willie (Dorothy) Thornton, Robert (Verna) Thornton, 
T.C. (Pamela) Cummings and Willie C. Barnes; his 
sisters: Mary Williams, Vera Nabors, Wanda (Leo) 
Wells, Perceta (Chris) Berry and Syrenthia (Arthur) 
Arnold; his uncles: Joseph Thornton, Samuel (Bes-
sie) Thornton and Mitchell (Marie) Thornton and a 
host of nieces, nephews, cousins, friends and fans.

He was preceded in death by his mother Corne-
lia Cummings, his father Arzo Barnes, his grandson 
LaQ uintray Williams; his stepfather Tom Cummings  
Sr., his brother Frank Williams and his sister Danita 
Spearman.

A singing memorial service, sponsored by the 
City of Tupelo, was held in Gumtree Park in Tupelo, 
Saturday, September 11. Funeral services were held 
Sunday, September 12, 2021, at BancorpSouth Are-
na, 3 75 East Main Street, Tupelo, MS 3 8804.

Bryan Anderson Pippin was born April 5, 1969, in 
Frankfort, Kentucky to William Reggie (Vicki) Pip-
pin and Toni L. Brooks. He departed this life Sep-
tember 9, 2021, at St. Dominic Hospital, Jackson, 

Mississippi.
Bryan received his education at Frankfort High 

School in Frankfort, Kentucky and Morehead State 
University in Morehead, Kentuck. He earned a degree 
in criminal justice. While at Morehead State Univer-
sity Bryan joined the fraternity of Alpha Phi Alpha.

He was united in holy matrimony to Nichole Penn  
June 17, 2000. To this union one child was born. 
Upon moving to Jackson,

Bryan united with The New Jerusalem Church un-
der the pastoral of Rev. Dewayne Pickett. He loved 
the Lord and served Him in a q uiet and godly manner.

n 1  r an am  a o i  offi r it  t  
Jackson Police Department. He dearly loved his job 
and served the citizens of Jackson well. He was pro-
moted to sergeant where he was a supervisor over the 
traffi  i i ion an  at r r  at r in t n  r  
he served until his death.

He is survived by his wife, Nichole Penn Pip-
pin; three daughters: Bryonna Elaine Pippin Mercer 
(Hopkinsville, KY); Eboni Moore (Jackson, MS), 
and Asjah Pippin (Jackson, MS); his parents; William 
Reggie (Vicki) Pippin (Louisville, KY) and Toni L. 
Brooks (Canton, MS); three grandchildren: Bryon 
Mercer, Bryleigh Pippin and True Moore (Stank); 
one sister: Trina Pippin (Atlanta, GA); mother-in-law, 
Delberta Taylor (Mobile, AL); grandmother, Harriet 
Pippin (Memphis, TN); several aunts, uncles, cousins 
and friends. 

Crudup

Williams

Pippin



A Mississippi law that took 
effect July 1 expands parole 
eligibility, and lawmakers are 
looking at programs that could 
help people make the transition 
from prison back into the free 
world.

House and Senate commit-
tees met Wednesday at the state 
Capitol to gather ideas from 
several people, including prison 
an  aro  offi ia  in A a ama  
a a r of a non rofi t ro  
that helps former inmates and 
an executive of a software com-
pany that coordinates services 
for people leaving prison.

One common theme in the 
presentations was that people 
who have been incarcerated fare 
better in the next phase of their 
lives if they receive guidance in 
practical matters such as get-
tin  a ri r  i n  fi n in  a 

a  to i  an  fi n in  a o .
“We need to make sure that 

we try to eq uip individuals 
with as much as we possibly 
can when they come back into 
society so they don’t go back 
into the place they came from,’’ 
Senate Corrections Commit-
tee Chairman Juan Barnett, a 
Democrat from Heidelberg, told 
The Associated Press on Friday. 
“It’s one of those things that we 
really, really need to tackle.’’

House Corrections Commit-
tee Chairman Kevin Horan, a 
Republican from Grenada, said 
Friday that Mississippi needs to 
improve transitional housing for 
people leaving prison. He also 
said legislators also could con-
sider creating reentry courts to 
provide supervision and guid-

ance for departing inmates.
Jefferson Dunn, commission-

er of the Alabama Department 
of Corrections, told Mississippi 
lawmakers that his state de-
velops a “programming plan’’ 
for each inmate who enters the 
prison system, with a goal of 
preparing them to leave when 
they are paroled or when they 
reach the end of their sentences.

“Reentry begins with entry,’’ 
Dunn said. “We have reworked 
our entry process to begin that 
process of reentry, whether 
it is three years or 3 0 years or 
longer, in the department. ... 
We want to begin from Day 1 
to have inmates look towards 
reentry and view their time of 
incarceration as an opportunity 
and everything that they do to 
move them closer to reentry.’’

Louise Wasilewski is CEO of 
Acivilate Inc., an Atlanta-based 
company whose software co-
ordinates communication for 
what she calls “returning citi-
zens’’ – people leaving prison. 
She said the company has con-
tracts in other states, but not in 
Mississippi.

“We do really simple things 
like helping people sort out all 
the activities they have to do and 
sending them text reminders – 

t t  am  a  t at o r n
tist sends you a text reminder to 
make you show up,” Wasilewski 
said. She said such reminders 
could be used before probation 
hearings, for example, with the 
goal of keeping a person from 
returning to prison.

Mississippi lawmakers also 
heard from Kerri Pruitt, execu-
ti  ir tor of t  annon ro

t.  non rofi t ro  a  

founded in 1999 in Birming-
ham, Alabama, and it is named 
for Pruitt’s brother-in-law, who 
was killed by a man who had 
been released from prison.

r itt ai  t  annon ro
ect is active in Alabama and 
South Carolina, working on 
“holistic reentry services,’’ in-
cluding help with health care, 
behavioral health services, 
transportation, housing and 
court appearances.

“We don’t believe in allow-
ing any of our participants to 
attend court alone, even when 
they have a court-appointed at-
torney,” Pruitt said.

Cam Ward, director of the Al-
abama Bureau of Pardons and 
Paroles, said state governments 
need to ensure they use reentry 
programs that are data-driven 
with a record of being effective. 
He said groups outside govern-
ment can provide valuable help.

“The notion that somehow, 
some way as a state government 
you’re going to have enough re-
sources to provide all the proper 
reentry and diversion programs 
i  t not tr  ai  ar  a 
former Alabama state senator. 
“You’re going to have to have 
partners.’’

The next Mississippi legis-
lative session is set to begin 
in early January. Barnett said 
some lawmakers could gather 
in November or December to 

i  t r to fi  i  t at 
o  ro o  ifi  t  of 

reentry programs.
Em i l y  W ags ter P ettus  has  

cov ered  M i s s i s s i p p i  gov ern-
m ent and  p o l i t i cs  s i nce 1 9 9 4 .  
Fo l l o w  her o n T w i tter:  http : / /
t w i tter. co m / EW ags terP ettus .

Longstanding problems with 
water and sewer systems are en-
dangering inmates’ health at the 
Mississippi State Penitentiary 
at Parchman, two groups said 
Friday.

Southern Poverty Law Center 
and the Natural Resources De-
fense Council said state agen-
cies must take swift action to 
correct the problems. But, the 
head of the state Department 
of Corrections said steps are 
already being taken to improve 
water and wastewater systems 
at Parchman.

Vidhi Bamzai, staff attorney 
for the Southern Poverty Law 
Center, said in a news release 
that the Mississippi Department 
of Corrections and other agen-
cies have known about prob-
lems for years, and inmates “are 
forced to use water that no state 
offi ia  o  r i .  tat  
must act now to remedy this.’’

The two groups issued the 
news release a week after they 
sent a letter to the Department 
of Corrections, the Department 
of Health and the Department of 
Environmental Q uality.

“Parchman’s drinking water 
is discolored, has a strong odor, 
and tastes of sewage or disinfec-

tant,” the letter said. “Sewage 
pipes freq uently back up into 
living spaces and the facilities, 
including plumbing and sanita-
tion systems, are in severe dis-
repair.’’

Mississippi Corrections 
Commissioner Burl Cain said 
in a statement Friday that he has 
received public health labora-
tory reports on drinking water 
at Parchman. He said the most 
recent reports – for May, June 
and July – showed Parchman’s 
water is “absent’’ of bacteria.

Cain also said the Department 
of orr tion  a  fi ni  t  
fi r t of t o a  of a ro t 
to improve water and waste-
water systems by replacing 
and repairing lift stations and 
pumps. He said heavy rainfall 
has slowed private contractors 
from fi ni in  t  ro t  t 
it is about 55%  complete. State 
lawmakers approved nearly $3 .7 
mi ion for t  ro t.

“The bottom line is current 
tests meet safe drinking water 
standards and there are ongoing 
improvements to the wastewater 
treatment system,” Cain said.

Bamzai said Southern Pov-
erty Law Center and the Natu-
ral Resources Defense Council 
have been looking into condi-
tions at Parchman since about 

1  an  t r  a  no ifi  
event that prompted the timing 
of the recent letter or the news 
release.

The water problems have 
been documented for years. 
After deadly riots broke out 
at Parchman in late 2019 and 
ar   t  fi an  of an in

mate shared photos and videos 
with The Associated Press that 
showed water running down 
some hallways and inmates say-
ing they had no running water 
in sinks and showers. They also 
ai  toi t  r  not  in  

and mildew could be seen in 
living areas.

a it  fi  a ain t t  
state Department of Correc-
tions in early 2020 cited shoddy 
living conditions at Parchman, 
including water problems. The 
lawsuits were funded by enter-
tainment mogul Jay-Z , rapper 
Yo Gotti and Team Roc, the 
philanthropic arm of Jay-Z ’s 
Roc Nation.

Cain became Mississippi cor-
rections commissioner in early 
2020, after the riots. Cain is a 
former warden at Louisiana’s 
Angola prison, and he told Mis-
sissippi lawmakers during his 
onfi rmation arin  in n  

 r  oin  to fi  ar
man.’’
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Analysis: Mississippi 
examines help

for departing inmates

Quality of Mississippi 
prison water

at center of dispute
By Emily Wagster Pettus
Associated PressBy Emily Wagster Pettus

Associated Press
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Howard University, one of 
the nation’s largest and most 
prestigious historically black 
universities and the alma mater 
of Vice President Kamala Har-
ris, was shut down Tuesday due 
to a ransomware attack.

The FBI and District of Co-
lumbia city government have 
been working with the univer-
sity about the attack, the uni-
versity said. The university did 
not mention who conducted the 
attack or what they are asking 
for to release the university’s 
networks.

ni r it  offi ia  ai  
Howard’s Enterprise Technol-
ogy Services (ETS) became 
aware Friday of a potential 
cyberattack. In response, ETS 
shutdown all the university’s 
networks to further investigate.

On Monday, the university 
said, the computer and tech-
nology interruption was a ran-
somware attack. Conseq uently, 
all in-person and online classes 
were cancelled Tuesday, How-
ar  ffi  of ni r it  om
munications said.

“ETS and its partners have 
been working diligently to 
fully address this incident and 
restore operations as q uickly as 

o i  t  ffi  of ni r
sity Communications said in an 
email Monday.

The university will reopen 
Wednesday, but only in-person. 

o ar  ni r it  i fi  
however, will still be unavail-
able.

Ingrid Sturgis, chair of the 
Department of Media, Jour-

nalism and Film in Howard’s 
Cathy Hughes School of Com-
munications, said the ransom-
ware attack “has been very dis-
ruptive.”

“Over the weekend, I had 
some faculty members email-

ing me about what they should 
do, because their students could 
not turn in their work, because 
they did not have access to 
blackboard and other tools they 
usually use for class,” Sturgis 
said.

She said she’s been through 
several malfunctions at the uni-
versity, but this one is different.

“It’s kind of scary to me 
knowing how many student 
and faculty records there are, 
and these kinds of attacks are 
happening more and more fre-
q uently,” she said. “In a way, 
we are fortunate the university 
has beefed up its ability to de-
tect these kinds of things.

Jennifer C. Thomas, an asso-
ciate professor and journalism 
seq uence coordinator in the De-
partment. of Media, Journalism 
and Film, said working through 
the shutdown is an example for 
one of the lessons she teachers 
her students on overcoming the 
problems faced as they pursue 
a story.

“The thing I have said in the 
past when we have had issues 
on campus with the system 
being down is we are in the 
journalism seq uence,” Thomas 
said. “As journalists, we know 
that a deadline doesn’t care if 
the internet is down. We have to 
be resourceful, so we can com-
plete the current task at hand 
under that certain deadline.”

Howard University closed 
after ransomware attack
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Even as the 
pandemic has 
laid bare societal 
ineq uities that 
have long eroded 
the foundation of 
our democracy, 

political leaders in Washington 
and in state capitols are mired 
in a level of rancor and partisan-
ship not seen since the ideologi-
cal struggles over the Vietnam 
War. This toxic atmosphere has 
left them incapable of address-
ing pressing, yet ingrained is-
sues like the racial wealth gap, 
the digital divide, and vast in-
eq ualities in everything from 
health care to home ownership.

With COVID-19 still an om-
nipresent concern and the coun-
try’s recovery still very much in 
jeopardy, individuals, families, 
and communities – particularly 
communities of color through-
out the South – are struggling to 
deal with issues that have only 
been exacerbated by the pan-
demic.

From impediments to wealth 
creation opportunities and a 
dearth of education and work-
force development to a lack of 
access to reliable broadband, 
substandard housing, and inad-
eq uate political representation, 
communities of color have suf-
fered an outsized toll during the 

ongoing public health crisis.
Yet political leaders can’t 

even agree on basic facts that 
would allow the nation to imple-
ment a coherent national strat-
egy for combatting a pandemic 
that appears to be entering a new 
wave amid the rise of the highly 
contagious Delta variant that is 
currently ravaging parts of the 
South.

Against that disillusioning 
backdrop, there is at least some 
r a on for o . o in  to fi  
the vacuum created by the inac-
tion of our political class, a group 
of business leaders in the tech-
nology and investment sectors 
have embarked on a far-reaching 
– and perhaps unprecedented – 
campaign to address the social 

ineq uities and systemic racism 
that has historically plagued our 
country’s southern communities.

Known as the Southern Com-
munities Initiative (SCI), the 
am ai n a  fo n   fi nan

cial technology company Pay-
a  t  in tm nt fi rm i ta 

Eq uity Partners (Vista), and 
the Boston Consulting Group 
(BCG).

SCI was formed to work with 
o a  t  offi ia  an  a o

cacy groups to tackle the ubiq -
uitous problems of structural 
racism and ineq ualities facing 
communities of color in six com-
munities throughout the South. 
SCI notes that these areas – At-
lanta, Birmingham, Charlotte, 
Houston, Memphis and New 

Orleans – were chosen in part 
because they are home to around 
50 percent of the country’s black 
population and are where some 
of the greatest disparities exist.

SCI is aiming to drive long-
term change, as outlined by Pay-
Pal CEO Dan Schulman, Vista 
CEO Robert F. Smith and BCG 
CEO Rich Lesser.

In Atlanta, for example, SCI 
is working to bridge the wealth 
gap that exists among the re-
gion’s African-American resi-
dents. While there is a strong 
black business community in the 
city, and high levels of black ed-
ucational achievement thanks to 
the regional presence of several 
Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities (HBCU) and the 
voice of the Black Press, there 
is still an extremely low level of 
black entrepreneurship and busi-
ness ownership with only six 

r nt of m o r fi rm  in  
black-owned.

To remedy this disparity, SCI 
is working with the Southern 
Economic Advancement Project 
to create entrepreneurship hubs 
and accelerator programs to in-
crease the number of minority-
owned businesses. The corpora-
tions behind SCI are also using 
their networks to help other 
companies work with minority-
owned supply companies.

In Alabama, SCI is seeking to 
bridge the massive digital divide 

in an urban area where 450,000 
households are without connec-
tion to the internet. In order to 
tackle the crisis, SCI is lever-
aging relationships with local 
schools and libraries to distrib-
ute laptops and service vouch-
ers. Another tact SCI is taking 
is to partner with the owners 
of multi-unit buildings in low-
income neighborhoods to install 
free public Wi-Fi for residents.

The lack of access to capital is 
another reason black communi-
ties throughout the South have 
been traditionally underbanked. 
In Memphis, where 47 percent 
of black households are under-
banked, SCI is partnering with 
Grameen America to cover the 
$2 million per year per branch 
start-up cost to build brick-and-
mortar banks in minority com-
munities.

This alone will provide 20,000 
women access to more than $250 
mi ion r ar in fi nan in .

Beyond these initiatives, SCI 
is partnering with groups like the 
Greater Houston Partnership and 
the Urban League of Louisiana 
to provide in-kind support to im-
prove job outcomes for minority 
college students, expand access 
to om  fi nan in  t ro  art
nerships with community devel-
o m nt fi nan ia  in tit tion  
and harness the power of tech-
nology to expand health care 
access in underserved urban and 

rural neighborhoods.
The issues facing these com-

munities throughout the South 
are not new nor will they be 
fi  o rni t.

Fortunately, SCI is taking a 
long-term approach that is fo-
cused on getting to the root of 
structural racism in the United 
States and creating a more just 
and eq uitable country for every 
American.

A once-in-a-century pandemic 
and a social justice movement 
not seen since the 1960s were 
not enough to break the malaise 
and rancorous partisanship in 
Washington. Fortunately, corpo-
rate leaders are stepping up and 
partnering with local advocates 
an  non rofi t ro  to fi  t  
problem of systemic injustice in 
the U.S.

We, therefore, salute and wel-
come the transformative com-
mitments of the Southern Com-
munities Initiative (SCI). There 
is no time to delay, because as 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. so 
accurately said, “The time is al-
ways right to do what is right.”

D r.  B enj am i n F.  C hav i s  J r.  i s  
P res i d ent and  C EO  o f  the N a-
ti o nal  N ew s p ap er P ub l i s hers  
A s s o ci ati o n ( N N P A )  and  Execu-
ti v e P ro d ucer and  ho s t o f  T he 
C hav i s  C hro ni cl es  o n P B S  T V  
s tati o ns  thro ugho ut the U ni ted  
S tates .  H e can b e reached  at 
d r. b chav i s @ nnp a. o rg.
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C o n g r e s s w o m a n 
Maxine Waters (D-
CA), chairwoman of 
the House Committee 
on Financial Servic-
es, issued the follow-
ing statement on the 

20th anniversary of the September 
11, 2001 terror attacks:

“Twenty years ago today, our na-
tion suffered devastating terrorist 
attacks on our soil and against our 
people that wholly and completely 
changed the world as we knew it. On 
September 11, 2001, nearly 3 ,000 
people lost their lives, thousands 
more were injured, and our entire 
nation continues to grieve the losses 

we’ve endured. There is no q uestion 
that the events of September 11 had 
a profound impact on so many that 
still reverberates around the world. 
Among those we honor and grieve 
today are our selfless servicemem-
bers who lost their lives fighting for 
freedom and peace following the 
September 11 terror attacks.

“With every passing year, it is im-
portant to come together and reflect. 
On September 11, 2001, we expe-
rienced pain and loss, but we also 
witnessed the very best of our coun-
try. We saw brave first responders 
who, without a second thought, put 
themselves in harm’s way, some 
making the ultimate sacrifice, to 
save as many people as possible. We 
learned of the bravery of those on 

United Flight 93 , who went face-to-
face with their attackers in order to 
regain control of the plane and pre-
vent it from being used as a weapon 
against their fellow citizens. We 
saw everyday people help bring 
each other to safety and we learn of 
more heroes with every passing day. 
In true American spirit, our people 
came together and exemplified the 
very best of who we are through 
collaboration, inclusivity, and unity.

“It is my greatest hope that every 
American will continue to honor 
our collective responsibility to our 
communities and our country. On 
this September 11, my eternal con-
dolences remain with the families 
and loved ones of every victim.”

With more than 68%  
of the votes counted 
within an hour of the 
California Recall Elec-
tion, Governor Gavin 
Newsom was declared 
the winner by the As-

sociated Press.
It was not a guess, but a progressive 

analysis of voter response to the recall 
on a county by county basis. Through-
out the media coverage of voter turn-
out, there was a clear comparison be-
tween Donald Trump’s votes in those 
areas voting “Yes’ on the recall, and 
the actual numbers Trump received in 
the same areas during the November 
2020 election.

Newsom, in his victory speech, 
said he was humbled by the votes of 
the people of California, but acknowl-
edged what so many already knew. In 
his words, this was a victory for De-

mocracy, for diversity, for individual 
human rights; a victory for vaccines, 
the wearing of masks, the safety of 
our children, our economy and all we 

o  ar.  r mar  r  t  
erything that Larry Elder, the leading 
Republican contender, stood against. 

Elder was a Trumper all the way. 

He was calling election fraud before 
the votes were counted and the polls 
opened. He was against the vaccine, 
against the wearing of masks, against 
the idea of vaccines for children and 
in favor of reparations for former 
slave owners. Elder was the “Great 
Black Hope’’ of the Republican Par-
ty without the party endorsing him. 
Newsom said his defeat of the recall 
was a defeat of all Elder and his sup-
porters stood for, from voter suppres-
sion to plans to change the balance of 
power in the U.S. Senate.

Elder had said that if he won the 
election and Senator Feinstein’s seat 
became vacant during his time as 
governor, he would appoint a republi-
can. This single act would have given 
the republicans control of the U.S. 
Senate.

San Diego County was one of the 
fi r t to o r min  r ort a ot  
against the recall and it only went 
downhill from there for the recall 
supporters.

I believe in the humani-
ty of Americans. We look 
out for each other and 
want what is best for one 
another.

We want peace in the 
land. Confusion is not a 

trait that we want to see practiced in the 
public squa re.

However, is the tide turning?  Are we 
getting mad and upset with each other?

According to a recent CNN poll 74%  
of Americans are angry. That is not 
good news and is an indicator of where 
we are these days according to some 
pundits.

Did this ill-tempered wind that is 
blowing across the United States of 
America just happen?

My opinion is no.
Like rain, it started with clouds. It 

was the cloud of hate that happened 
in Charlottesville, Virginia. It was the 
cloud of false allegations about elec-
tion fraud and the cloud of mistreating 
people because you have power.

While some will vehemently dis-
agree, it began with the former presi-
dent of the United States.

Early in his que st for the top job, he 
made outrageous comments about peo-
ple. He demeaned them and verbally 
abused them. Black and brown people 
were his targets.

As president, he became worse.
rin  i  n in  an  i fi  

presidency, he empowered racists in 
this country.

Before him, racists and hate groups 
were not as visible. They stayed in the 
closet, not wanting to be readily identi-
fi .

The fabric and moral underpinning of 
America would not allow them to have 
a stronghold in our beloved community.

  oo at  of m ann  an  on
tempt opened when he was elected.

Groups like the proud boys were not 
household names. Now they are. We are 
surrounded by overt acts of bad behav-
ior.

Racism is clearly out for all to wit-
ness. The color of one’s skin sometimes 
determines your fate.

No and not available are responses 
that we are hearing way too often.

When stopped by the police, as people 
of color, we don’t know the outcome. 
Life and death hang in the balance.

Politics have turned ugly. Laws have 
become weapons. Some states are using 
them to cause upheaval and mistrust.

The coronavirus is deadly in all 
form . a t  rt  a  arifi  an  
am ifi  t i  m a  on a ai  a i .

Yet, we have people in our nation 
who refuse to take the vaccine.

They are so obstinate in their views 
that the fear of death does not move 
them.

But wait. They only fear it if it hits 
their doorstep. If it happens down the 
street or in another city, it does not mat-
ter to them.

That attitude is cold, insensitive and 
incomprehensible, at least to me.

President Joe Biden wants to man-
date vaccines for certain groups. Most 
all federal workers and those with gov-
ernmental contracts must be vaccinated. 
Of course, there is pushback on this 
new directive.

Parts of America are in a nightmare 
where they believe science does not 
matter and that doctors do not count.

What can be done to stop this train of 
turmoil?  Some of our citizens just don’t 
get it.

As we have pushed pass Labor Day 
going to the Fall, will we survive this 
detour of indifference?  

Schools and colleges are struggling 
to reopen. Different states have differ-
ent policies about mask wearing. Pro-
tests have been held outside of schools. 
Verbal attacks have occurred at school 
board meetings.

Keeping children safe should be the 
overarching goal. Those who don’t 
want their children to wear masks are 
emotional without the facts.

o   m t fi n  om  o tion  to 
these pressing problems.

Let’s start by treating each other with 
dignity and respect.

Waters Statement on 20th 
Anniversary of September 11 attacks

Governor Newsom defeats 
more than the recall

Has COVID-19 and 
injustice made America 

divided and mean-spirited

American business leaders step up 
to fi ght inequities in the South

Governor Newsom   PHOTO: COURTESY OF CBM

 By Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. 
President and CE O  of  the NNPA

By Maxine Waters
Cong resswom an

By James B. Ewers Jr.
President E m eritus
Teen M entoring  Com m ittee of  O hio

 By Dr. John Warren
San D ieg o V oice and 
V iewp oint/ NNPA M em ber



Have you 
ever won-
dered why you 
don’t have the 
results you 
want in your 
relationships?  
Usually, it’s 

because we don’t have the 
right strategy (God’s will 
and purpose for our lives) or 
use the right play book (The 
Bible).

We see the importance of 
following strategy illustrated 
in all sports but never more 
so than in the all-American 
game of football. And in this 
game, no place is more im-
portant for following strategy 
than the red zone. In football, 
t  r  on  i  t  fi  o i
tion where the game ball is 
20 yards or less from the end 
zone. Depending on whether 
you are on the offense or de-
fense, your goal may be ei-

ther scoring or preventing a 
touchdown in the red zone. 
Both active and retired play-
ers agree that the red zone can 
be a football player’s place of 
greatest triumph or greatest 
defeat.

In fact, football players 
q uickly learn the importance 
of knowing how to execute 
the right strategies at this 
riti a  fi  o ition. n if 

it’s only 20%  of the football 
1 ar  foot a  fi  mo t 
of the key game statistics are 
made (yards gained or lost, 
touchdowns, etc.) in the red 
zone. One miscalculation on 
the part of a player in the red 
zone will shift the momentum 
of the game and sometimes 
change the winner into a loser.

It’s amazing to me how 
much eq uipment football 
players have to put on as 
part of pre-game prepara-
tion before they even take the 
fi . rom m t  to o
der pads to wrist tape to the 

mouth and nose guard, each 
piece of eq uipment is vital 
to helping the player feel like 
he’s best prepared to play ef-
fectively in the red zone. 

Helmets, kneepads and the 
all-important athletic cup 
are just a few of the pieces 
of eq uipment that football 
players wear as part of their 

r aration for t  fi . o t 
players will tell you that even 
the smallest piece of eq uip-
ment is vital to them having a 
successful game and reducing 
the threat of injuries.

Looking at how important 
eq uipment is to football play-
ers as we watch early season 

 am  r min  m  o 
much of the scripture that 
talks about how we have to be 

r ar  a  ri tian . 
sians 6:14-16 says we should 
put on the helmet of salvation 
and the breastplate of righ-
teousness. However, many of 
us can’t put on those neces-
sary tools because we have 

our heads covered with unfor-
giveness, our hearts covered 
with shame and are walking 
around in shoes of strife and 
anger. 

an  foot a  a r  an 
recount how despite an injury 
they opted to play beyond the 
pain. How did they do that?  
By focusing on effectively 
executing the strategy and 
a i in  t ir oa . o o
ing this example of football 
players, instead of keeping 
track of how many people 
hurt us, we should praise God 
for giving us the grace to 
successfully overcome those 
hurts and learn how to forgive 
and be restored.

S hew and a R i l ey  i s  the au-
tho r o f  “ L o v e H ango v er:  M o v -
i ng Fro m  P ai n to  P urp o s e A f -
ter a R el ati o ns hi p  End s ”  and  
“ W ri ti ng to  the B eat o f  G o d ’ s  
H eart:  A  B o o k  o f  P ray ers  f o r 
W ri ters . ”  Em ai l  p res erv ed b y -
p urp o s e@ gm ai l . co m  o r T w i t-
ter @ s hew and a.

www.nhcms.org

1750 

Black Americans attend church 
more regularly than Americans 
o ra  an  ra  mor  oft n. o t 
attend churches that are predomi-
nantly black, yet many would like 
those congregations to become 
racially diverse. There is broad 
respect for black churches’ histori-
cal role in seeking racial eq uality, 
coupled with a widespread per-

tion t  a  o t in  n  in 
recent decades.

o  ar  amon  t   fi n
ings in a comprehensive report 
released Tuesday by the Pew Re-
search Center, which surveyed 
8,660 black adults across the 
United States about their religious 

ri n . t i   fi r t ar
scale survey on the topic.

Among black adults who go 
to religious services, 60%  attend 
churches where the senior clergy 
and most or all of the congregation 
are black, Pew found. It said 25%  
are part of multiracial congrega-
tions, and 13 %  are part of con-
gregations that are predominantly 
white or another ethnicity.

Pew said patterns of worship 
are shifting across generations: 
Younger black adults, born since 
1980, attend church less often than 
their elders, and those who attend 
are less likely to do so in a pre-
dominantly black congregation.

Among 3 0 black pastors and 
religious leaders interviewed 
by Pew, some predicted further 
shrinkage of predominantly black 
churches and an increase in multi-
racial congregations.

“I don’t think there should be a 
Black Church,’’ said Dr. Clyde Po-
sley Jr. of Antioch Baptist Church 
in Indianapolis. “There isn’t a 
black heaven and a white heaven. 
A proper church will one day es-
chew the label of Black Church 
and be a universal church.’’

The survey found that 66%  of 
black Americans are Protestant, 
6%  are Catholic and 3 %  identify 
with other Christian faiths – most-
ly Jehovah’s Witnesses. Another 
3 %  belong to Islam or other non-
Christian faiths.

om  1  ar  not affi iat  it  
any religion and instead identify 
as atheist, agnostic or “nothing 
in particular.’’ Black Americans 
born since 1980 are far more likely 
to  amon  t  naffi iat .

Survey responses were collect-
ed from November 2019 through 
June 2020, but most respondents 
om t  t  r   . 1  

2020, before the coronavirus out-
break and the racial-injustice pro-
tests that spread after the death of 

or  o  in a  at t  an  
of inn a o i  o i .

Among the respondents, 77%  
said predominantly black church-
es had played a role in helping 
black people move toward racial 
eq uality. Yet just one third said 
historically black congregations 
should preserve their traditional 
character; 61%  said these congre-
gations should become more ra-
cially diverse.

Nearly half of respondents said 
a  r  ar   in  ntia  

today than 50 years ago.
Among the clergy interviewed 

by Pew, some said too few black 
pastors have been on the front 
lines of recent struggles against 
racism.

“When you look at Black Lives 
att r  t i  i  t  fi r t tim  t at 

there has been any political upris-
ing and the church isn’t spearhead-
ing it,’’ said the Rev. Harvey L. 

Vaughn III, senior pastor of Bethel 
A  r  in an i o.

“We’re not as bold and coura-
geous as we used to be,’’ said the 

. an ra  of t. ar  
A  ion r  in to n  
Pennsylvania. “I have to say, I’m 
somewhat ashamed of that, be-
a  t  A  ion r  i  
no n a  t  r om r  t at 

was at the forefront of addressing 
all the ills of America, and we sort 
of lost that.’’

The survey indicates that con-
gregants at black Protestant 
churches are more likely to hear 
preaching about race relations and 
criminal justice reform than those 
attending multiracial or white 
churches.

Black Protestants, meanwhile, 
are less likely than U.S. Protes-
tants overall to hear sermons on 
abortion. Pew found 68%  of black 
adults said abortion should be al-
lowed in most or all cases – com-
pared with 59%  of all U.S. adults.

Pew also posed some survey 
q uestions to 4,574 Americans who 
do not identify as black, to provide 
comparisons.

Asked whether religion is very 
important in their lives, 59%  of 
black respondents said yes, next 
to 40%  of all U.S. adults. Asked if 
they prayed daily, 63 %  of black re-
spondents said yes, compared with 
44%  overall.

According to a recent national 
study cited by Pew, women make 
up only 16%  of religious leaders at 
black Protestant churches. Pew’s 
survey found that 85%  of respon-
dents favored allowing women to 
serve as senior leaders of congre-
gations, however.

Pew said the survey’s margin 
of error, for the full number of re-
spondents, was plus or minus 1.5 
percentage points.

Black pastors and worshippers 
in predominantly white or multi-
racial denominations, face a num-
ber of contemporary race-related 
issues.

Some black pastors have left 
the predominantly white South-
ern Baptist Convention in dismay 
over decisions by white leaders 
that they view as downplaying the 
problem of systemic racism.

n t  i o a  r  an  
some other mainline Protestant 
denominations, there are repara-
tions initiatives aimed at making 
amends for past involvement in 
slavery and the mistreatment of 
black and indigenous people.

And many black Catholics have 
urged leaders of their church to be 
more forceful in combating rac-
ism. Some have asked the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops to 
consider reparations and promote 
the teaching of black catholic his-
tory in Catholic schools.

“We still don’t have the church 
taking a necessary stand against 
systemic racism,’’ Tia Noelle 
Pratt, a sociologist who has stud-
ied racism in the U.S. Catholic 
church and an adviser on Pew’s 
survey, told The Associated Press 
via email. “This means acknowl-
edging the white supremacy that 
exists in the church and ways 
white church leaders and white 
m m r  of t  fait f  n fi t 
from it.’’

 . ario o  a a  
priest who heads a Jesuit middle 
school in Brooklyn, said Catholic 
clergy need to preach more of-
ten against racism and speak out 
against some of their colleagues 
“who brazenly post white nation-
alist ideology online.’’ 

P R E S E R V E D

Loving
in the red zone 

In-depth 
survey assesses 
religious life of 

black Americans
 By Shewanda Riley
Col um nist
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 By David Crary
AP National  W riter

SUNDAY
Worship Services

10 a.m.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic
in-person worship services have been 

temporarily suspended.
Please worship with us each Sunday via 

Facebook or our YouTube channel at CHMBC Pastor
Chauncy L. Jordon

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master
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Electronic Bidding
Adv ertisement for Bid

Bid 3195 Jackson Public Schools Drainag e and Utility Improv ements at Various Schools

Electronic and sealed bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the Board of 
Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) October 14, 2021 at 
which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  A Pre-Bid Conferences 
concerning this project will be held at 4851 McWillie Cir., Jackson, MS 39206 on Septem-
ber 30, 2021 at 03:00 P.M. Attendance at the pre-bid conferences is non-mandatory but 
strongly encouraged. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, 
to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-fi ve 
calendar days from the date bids are opened

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at  HYPERLINK “http://
www.jpsdmsprojects.com” www.jpsdmsprojects.com. A $150.00 non-refundable deposit 
shall be required on each set of bid documents and must be purchased through the web-
site. All plan holders are required to have a valid email address for registration. Questions 
regarding website registration and online orders please contact Plan House Printing, 607 
W. Main Street, Tupelo, MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid documents 
please contact Southern Consultants Inc., 5740 County Cork Road, Jackson, MS 39206, 
Phone: 601-957-0999, or Email: mbrownlee@mscivilengineers.com.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 9:59 a.m. 
(local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be delivered to JPSD 
Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

9/16/2021, 9/23/2021

LEGAL

JPD Auction - October 2021

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR PROPOSAL FOR
AD HOC ON CALL ENGINEERING SERVICES PROJECT MANAGEMENT

JACKSON-MEDGAR W ILEY  EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT AND HAW KINS 
FIELD AIRPORT

BY  THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY  
JMAA PROJECT NO. 006-21

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) is seeking electronic proposals (“Pro-
posal”) for services related to the  Ad Hoc On Call Engineering Services Project Manage-
ment at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport and Hawkins Fields Airport.  
Sealed Proposals to perform the services will be accepted at 4:00 p.m. Central Standard 
Time (CST) on Friday, October 15, 2021 (the “Proposal Deadline”).  Proposal shall be ac-
cepted by email, mail, or hand delivery as follows:  

Email:  bids@jmaa.com 
By mail or hand delivery:   JMAA’s Administrative Offi ce, Suite 300
        Main Terminal Building 
        Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport 
        100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208

The following identifi cation information must be provided with the submission: (i) Atten-
tion:  Jack Thomas, Director of Disadvantaged Business Enterprises; (ii) the wording: “Ad 
Hoc On Call Engineering Services Project Management” at Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers 
International Airport and Hawkins Field Airport, JMAA Project No. 006-21. If the submission 
is submitted via email, the identifi cation information must be provided in the email subject 
line.  If the submission is submitted by hand delivery or mail, the identifi cation information 
must be marked on the outside or exterior of the bid envelope or container.

JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any reason whatso-
ever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request for Proposals (“RFP”) is on fi le 
and open for public inspection at the offi ces of JMAA. The Information for Respondents 
contains a copy of the RFP, General Information for Respondents, Information Required 
from Respondents and Criteria for Selection. Interested persons may obtain a copy of the 
Information for Respondents from JMAA by contacting Jack Thomas, JMAA’s Director of 
Disadvantaged Business Enterprises, as follows:
Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109
Attention: Jack Thomas 
Telephone: (601) 360-8615
Facsimile: (601) 939-3713 
Email:  procurementqa@jmaa.com 

or from JMAA’s website at  https://jmaa.com/partner-with-us/procurement/.
Based on the Proposals received and the scoring of each proposal, JMAA will initiate ne-
gotiations with the Respondent ranked fi rst. If such negotiations fail to produce an agree-
ment in form and content, satisfactory to JMAA, within a reasonable period of time, then 
JMAA may reject the fi rst-ranked Respondent and follow the same process with the other 
Respondents, in the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and enters into an 
agreement satisfactory to JMAA.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Submission Video Conference on Wednesday, September 29, 2021 
at 10:00 a.m. (CST) using the following login information:

Link: https://jmaa.zoom.us/j/93452170791?pwd-UnZjTXNHaUwyVkMYnJDa3AvNklX-
UT09   
Meeting ID: 934 5217 0791 
Passcode: 293050

By Telephone: 1-301-715-8592 (US) 

JMAA reserves the right to reject any and all Proposals, for any reason, any time before 
execution of a contract with a Respondent selected by JMAA to perform the Services.

JMAA has chosen to not establish a DBE participation goal for this RFP.  However, twenty 
(20) points are potentially available to Respondents submitting an acceptable DBE partici-
pation plan for the Services.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

Date: 9/15/2021
Paul A. Brown, Chief Executive Offi cer

9/23/2021

9-16-2021, 9-23-2021, 9-30-2021

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
HOLMES COUNTY  CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Notice is hereby g iv en that the HOLMES COUNTY  CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT will receiv e SEALED BIDS VIA REVERSE AUCTION for the purchase of 

the following :

Bids will be received by an Electronic Reverse Auction Sealed Bidding Process admin-
istered by Southern Procurement Services at which time bidding will begin and run until 
Suppliers have completed entering all bids.  Thereafter, bids will be taken under advise-
ment and awarded accordingly.  

A complete bid package which contains bid instructions and specifi cation response sheets 
may be obtained by emailing  HYPERLINK “mailto:vaughn@southernprocurement.com” 
vaughn@southernprocurement.com and requesting a complete bid package.  The follow-
ing must be placed in the Subject Line of the email:

Holmes County Schools – Anti-Microbial Treatment

Vendors will then receive instructions as to how to register with Southern Procurement to 
receive a complete bid package.  Please include full contact information, including com-
pany name, email address, telephone numbers and contact person in your email request.  
Email requests will be fi lled within 24 hours of submission or registration.  Registration with 
Southern Procurement and acceptance of the Southern Procurement Platform Agreement 
is not optional and is required in order to participate in this bidding event.  No exceptions 
will be made.

Specifi cation responses must be submitted for this bid event in order to be considered for 
this bidding opportunity.  Bid responses should be delivered to:
Vaughn Blaylock
Southern Procurement
 HYPERLINK “mailto:vaughn@southernprocurement.com” vaughn@southernprocure-
ment.com

DO NOT INCLUDE PRICING INFORMATION WITH YOUR SPECIFICATION RE-
SPONSE.  BIDS WILL ONLY BE TAKEN ONLINE AT THE APPOINTED TIME AND DATE.

Questions regarding these specifi cations shall be directed to Vaughn Blaylock, Southern 
Procurement.

No bid shall be withdrawn after the scheduled date and time of the beginning of the bidding 
event without the written consent of the Purchasing Entity.  Within the limitations of Mis-
sissippi State Purchasing Law, the Purchasing Entity reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids received, to waive any informalities or irregularities in the bids received, or to accept 
any bid which is deemed most favorable.  

Dr. Furlinda Travis
Director, Federal Programs
Holmes County Consolidated School District

9/16/2021, 9/23/2021

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
HOLMES COUNTY  CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Notice is hereby g iv en that the HOLMES COUNTY  CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT will receiv e SEALED BIDS VIA REVERSE AUCTION for the purchase of 

the following :

Bids will be received by an Electronic Reverse Auction Sealed Bidding Process admin-
istered by Southern Procurement Services at which time bidding will begin and run until 
Suppliers have completed entering all bids.  Thereafter, bids will be taken under advise-
ment and awarded accordingly.  

A complete bid package which contains bid instructions and specifi cation response sheets 
may be obtained by emailing  HYPERLINK “mailto:vaughn@southernprocurement.com” 
vaughn@southernprocurement.com and requesting a complete bid package.  The follow-
ing must be placed in the Subject Line of the email:

Holmes County Schools – Student and Cafeteria Furnishings

Vendors will then receive instructions as to how to register with Southern Procurement to 
receive a complete bid package.  Please include full contact information, including com-
pany name, email address, telephone numbers and contact person in your email request.  
Email requests will be fi lled within 24 hours of submission or registration.  Registration with 
Southern Procurement and acceptance of the Southern Procurement Platform Agreement 
is not optional and is required in order to participate in this bidding event.  No exceptions 
will be made.

Specifi cation responses must be submitted for this bid event in order to be considered for 
this bidding opportunity.  Bid responses should be delivered to:
Vaughn Blaylock
Southern Procurement
 HYPERLINK “mailto:vaughn@southernprocurement.com” vaughn@southernprocure-
ment.com

DO NOT INCLUDE PRICING INFORMATION WITH YOUR SPECIFICATION RE-
SPONSE.  BIDS WILL ONLY BE TAKEN ONLINE AT THE APPOINTED TIME AND DATE.

Questions regarding these specifi cations shall be directed to Vaughn Blaylock, Southern 
Procurement.

No bid shall be withdrawn after the scheduled date and time of the beginning of the bidding 
event without the written consent of the Purchasing Entity.  Within the limitations of Mis-
sissippi State Purchasing Law, the Purchasing Entity reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids received, to waive any informalities or irregularities in the bids received, or to accept 
any bid which is deemed most favorable.  

Dr. Furlinda Travis
Director, Federal Programs
Holmes County Consolidated School District

9/16/2021, 9/23/2021

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
HOLMES COUNTY  CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Notice is hereby g iv en that the HOLMES COUNTY  CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT will receiv e SEALED BIDS VIA REVERSE AUCTION for the purchase of 

the following :

Bids will be received by an Electronic Reverse Auction Sealed Bidding Process admin-
istered by Southern Procurement Services at which time bidding will begin and run until 
Suppliers have completed entering all bids.  Thereafter, bids will be taken under advise-
ment and awarded accordingly.  

A complete bid package which contains bid instructions and specifi cation response sheets 
may be obtained by emailing  HYPERLINK “mailto:vaughn@southernprocurement.com” 
vaughn@southernprocurement.com and requesting a complete bid package.  The follow-
ing must be placed in the Subject Line of the email:

Holmes County Schools – HVAC as a Service and Duct Cleaning/Repair/Replacement

Vendors will then receive instructions as to how to register with Southern Procurement to 
receive a complete bid package.  Please include full contact information, including com-
pany name, email address, telephone numbers and contact person in your email request.  
Email requests will be fi lled within 24 hours of submission or registration.  Registration with 
Southern Procurement and acceptance of the Southern Procurement Platform Agreement 
is not optional and is required in order to participate in this bidding event.  No exceptions 
will be made.

Specifi cation responses must be submitted for this bid event in order to be considered for 
this bidding opportunity.  Bid responses should be delivered to:
Vaughn Blaylock
Southern Procurement
 HYPERLINK “mailto:vaughn@southernprocurement.com” vaughn@southernprocure-
ment.com

DO NOT INCLUDE PRICING INFORMATION WITH YOUR SPECIFICATION RE-
SPONSE.  BIDS WILL ONLY BE TAKEN ONLINE AT THE APPOINTED TIME AND DATE.

Questions regarding these specifi cations shall be directed to Vaughn Blaylock, Southern 
Procurement.

No bid shall be withdrawn after the scheduled date and time of the beginning of the bidding 
event without the written consent of the Purchasing Entity.  Within the limitations of Mis-
sissippi State Purchasing Law, the Purchasing Entity reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids received, to waive any informalities or irregularities in the bids received, or to accept 
any bid which is deemed most favorable.  

Dr. Furlinda Travis
Director, Federal Programs
Holmes County Consolidated School District

9/16/2021, 9/23/2021

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
HOLMES COUNTY  CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Notice is hereby g iv en that the HOLMES COUNTY  CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT will receiv e SEALED BIDS VIA REVERSE AUCTION for the purchase of 

the following :

Bids will be received by an Electronic Reverse Auction Sealed Bidding Process admin-
istered by Southern Procurement Services at which time bidding will begin and run until 
Suppliers have completed entering all bids.  Thereafter, bids will be taken under advise-
ment and awarded accordingly.  

A complete bid package which contains bid instructions and specifi cation response sheets 
may be obtained by emailing  HYPERLINK “mailto:vaughn@southernprocurement.com” 
vaughn@southernprocurement.com and requesting a complete bid package.  The follow-
ing must be placed in the Subject Line of the email:

Holmes County Schools – Plumbing RetroFit

Vendors will then receive instructions as to how to register with Southern Procurement to 
receive a complete bid package.  Please include full contact information, including com-
pany name, email address, telephone numbers and contact person in your email request.  
Email requests will be fi lled within 24 hours of submission or registration.  Registration with 
Southern Procurement and acceptance of the Southern Procurement Platform Agreement 
is not optional and is required in order to participate in this bidding event.  No exceptions 
will be made.

Specifi cation responses must be submitted for this bid event in order to be considered for 
this bidding opportunity.  Bid responses should be delivered to:
Vaughn Blaylock
Southern Procurement
 HYPERLINK “mailto:vaughn@southernprocurement.com” vaughn@southernprocure-
ment.com

DO NOT INCLUDE PRICING INFORMATION WITH YOUR SPECIFICATION RE-
SPONSE.  BIDS WILL ONLY BE TAKEN ONLINE AT THE APPOINTED TIME AND DATE.

Questions regarding these specifi cations shall be directed to Vaughn Blaylock, Southern 
Procurement.

No bid shall be withdrawn after the scheduled date and time of the beginning of the bidding 
event without the written consent of the Purchasing Entity.  Within the limitations of Mis-
sissippi State Purchasing Law, the Purchasing Entity reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids received, to waive any informalities or irregularities in the bids received, or to accept 
any bid which is deemed most favorable.  

Dr. Furlinda Travis
Director, Federal Programs
Holmes County Consolidated School District

9/16/2021, 9/23/2021
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING 

ZONING CASE NO. 4144
\
By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice 
is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Vieux 
Carre Apartments, LLC has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an ap-
plication requesting a Rezoning from R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District and  C-1 
(Restricted) Commercial District to R-4 (Limited Multi-Family) Residential District to al-
low for the development of multi-family apartments and/or condominiums with adequate, 
useable open space to prevent overcrowding for property located at a portion of parcels 
451-18 on Highway 55 North and Parcel 442-110 on Nassau St., in the First Judicial 
District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

A CERTAIN PARCEL OF LAND LYIN  AND BEIN  SITUATED IN THE SOUTHEAST 
 OF THE SOUTHEAST  OF SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 6 NORTH, RAN E 1 EAST, 

AND PART OF LOT 51 CANTON ROAD MANOR, PART III, ACCORDIN  TO A PLAT 
ON FILE IN PLAT BOOK 10 PA E 50 IN THE CITY OF JACKSON, HINDS COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI AND BEIN  MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

COMMENCIN  AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 44, OF CANTON ROAD SUB-
DIVISION, PART III, A PLAT ON FILE OF SAID SUBDIVISION BEIN  RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 10, PA E 50, IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHANCERY CLERK AT JACK-
SON, MISSISSIPPI, AND RUN THENCE NORTH 29 DE REES 34 MINUTES WEST  
ALON  THE EAST LINE OF SAID LOT 44 FOR A DISTANCE OF 100.0 FEET TO THE 
SOUTHWEST CORNER OF EAST HILL, A PLAT OF FILE OF SAID SUBDIVISION BE-
IN  RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 27, PA E 33  RUN THENCE NORTH 40 DE REES 
59 MINUTES EAST ALON  THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID EAST HILL A DISTANCE OF 
167.37 FEET TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 11 OF SAID EAST HILL AND 
THE POINT OF BE INNIN  OF THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN: THENCE 
CONTINUE NORTH 40 DE REES 59 MINUTES EAST ALON  SAID  SOUTH LINE 
AND A PROJECTION THEREOF A DISTANCE OF 361.34 FEET TO ITS INTERSEC-
TION WITH A SOUTHERLY PROJECTION OF THE EAST LINE OF SAID EAST HILL  
RUN THENCE SOUTH 29 DE REES 42 MINUTES EAST ALON  SAID SOUTHERLY 
PROJECTION AND THE WEST LINE OF VIEUX CARRE APARTMENTS A DISTANCE 
OF 350.44 FEET TO THE PRESENT WESTERLY RI HT OF WAY OF INTERSTATE 
HI HWAY NO. 55 AS SHOWN ON THE PLANS BY MISSISSIPPI STATE HI HWAY 
DEPARTMENT FIA PROJECT NO. 51.0055-02-085-10  RUN THENCE THE FOL-
LOWIN  BEARIN S AND DISTANCES ALON  SAID WESTERLY RI HT OF WAY: 
SOUTH 22 DE REES 20 MINUTES WEST, 22.2 FEET  THENCE RUN SOUTHERLY 
ALON  A CURVE BEARIN  TO THE RI HT HAVIN  A RADIUS OF 3,789.72 FEET, 
AN ARC DISTANCE OF 139.0 FEET, HAVIN  A CHORD DISTANCE OF SOUTH 27 
DE REES 14 MINUTES WEST, 139.76 FEET TO A FOUND MDOT MONUMENT  RUN 
THENCE SOUTH 40 DE REES 15 MINUTES WEST A DISTANCE OF 85.82 FEET TO 
A POINT  RUN THENCE SOUTH 17 DE REES 14 MINUTES WEST A DISTANCE OF 
52.48 FEET TO A FOUND MDOT MONUMENT  RUN THENCE SOUTH 36 DE REES 
26 MINUTES WEST A DISTANCE OF 151.50 TO A FOUND MDOT MONUMENT  RUN 
THENCE SOUTH 29 DE REES 31 MINUTES WEST A DISTANCE OF 102.35 FEET 
TO A SET COTTON PICKER SPINDLE IN THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID CANTON ROAD 
SUBDIVISION, PART III EXTENDED  RUN THENCE SOUTH 89 DE REES 30 MIN-
UTES WEST ALON  THE SAID SOUTH LINE A DISTANCE OF 22.94 FEET TO A 
FOUND CONCRETE MONUMENT  RUN THENCE NORTH 41 DE REES 09 MINUTES 
WEST A DISTANCE OF 97.54 FEET TO A FOUND REBAR AT FENCE CORNER MARK-
IN  THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN BOOK 3458 PA E 
275   RUN THENCE NORTH 33 DE REES 11 MINUTES WEST ALON  A FENCE AND 
A PROJECTION THEREOF A DISTANCE OF 177.92 FEET TO A FOUND REBAR IN 
SOUTH RI HT OF WAY OF NASSAU DRIVE MARKIN  THE NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF SAID PROPERTY  THENCE NORTH 60 DE REES 25 MINUTES EAST ALON  
SAID SOUTH RI HT OF WAY A DISTANCE OF 30.95 FEET TO THE EAST LINE OF 
SAID CANTON ROAD SUBDIVISION, PART III  RUN THENCE NORTH 29 DE REES 
35 MINUTES WEST A DISTANCE OF 47.2 FEET TO THE SOUTHWEST CORNER 
OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN BOOK 4536 PA E 246  THENCE THE FOLLOWIN  
BEARIN S AND DISTANCES ALON  THE SOUTH AND EAST LINES OF SAID PROP-
ERTY: SOUTH 82 DE REES 31 MINUTES EAST, 18.53 FEET  NORTH 07 DE REES 
10 MINUTES WEST, 33.15 FEET  NORTH 11 DE REES 52 MINUTES WEST, 21.79 
FEET  NORTH 18 DE REES 35 MINUTES WEST, 34.54 FEET  NORTH 18 DE REES 
35 MINUTES WEST, 16.13 FEET  NORTH 02 DE REES 58 MINUTES WEST, 8.16 
FEET  NORTH 08  DE REES 18 MINUTES EAST, 10.50 FEET   NORTH 14 DE REES 
55 MINUTES EAST, 26.90 FEET  NORTH 33  DE REES 14 MINUTES EAST, 95.74 
FEET TO THE POINT OF BE INNIN , CONTAININ  4.7 ACRES, MORE OR LESS.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, September 22, 2021, at which time all 
parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, 
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the 
City Z oning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof 
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator 
at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE, THE PLANNIN  BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETIN  VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PER-
SON WITH RE ARDS TO THE WEARIN  OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANC-
IN  REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFER-
ENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILIN  EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO RE ISTER 
PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER 15, 2021.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of August 2021.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Z oning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

9/2/2021, 9/16/2021
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SECTION 901
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

City of Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi
Meadowbrook Road Rehabilitation Project

Federal Aid Project Number: STP-7263-00(001) LPA/108076-701000

The City of Jackson, Mississippi will receive bids for the Meadowbrook Road Rehabilita-
tion Project, Federal Aid Project No. STP-7263-00(001) LPA/108076-701000 no later 
than 3:30 p.m., local time, Tuesday, October 12, 2021, in the Municipal Clerk’s offi ce of 
Jackson, at which time said bids will be publicly opened and read aloud at the City Hall 
located 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  

The work shall consist essentially of the following items:

The scope of work shall consist of asphalt milling and overlay along Meadowbrook Road, 
for approximately 1.33 miles, from the intersection of Old Canton Road to the intersec-
tion of N. West Street. The project scope also includes sidewalk replacement, curb and 
gutter replacement, installation of pedestrian push buttons, ADA modifi cations, traffi c ra-
dar detection, traffi c controllers, shared pedestrian/ bike trail, striping, concrete median, 
traffi c control and construction phasing. The project will be designed in accordance with 
the Mississippi Standard Specifi cation for Road and Bridge Construction, Mississippi 
Department of Transportation, Jackson, 2017 Edition.

The contract time is 145 working days.

The above general outline of features of the work does not in any way limit the respon-
sibility of the contractor to perform all work and furnish all plant, labor, equipment and 
materials required by the specifi cations and the drawings referred to therein.

The attention of bidders is directed to the Contract Provisions governing selection and 
employment of labor. Minimum wage rates for Federal-Aid projects have been predeter-
mined by the Secretary of Labor and are subject to Public Law 87-581 Work Hours Act 
of 1962, as set forth in the Contract Provisions.

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all Bidders that it will affi rmatively insure that in any 
contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, disadvantaged and women’s busi-
ness enterprises will be afforded the full opportunity to submit bids in response to this 
invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, or national 
origin in consideration for an award.

The award of this contract will be contingent upon the Contractor satisfying the DBE/
WBE requirements.  The DBE goal will be 5 .

The contract Documents are on fi le and may be examined at the following locations:
 EJES, Incorporated, 405 Briarwood Drive, Suite 110, Jackson, Mississippi 39206 
 City of Jackson Engineering Division, 200 S President St Room 424, Jackson MS 

39201

One (1) copy of the Plans, Specifi cations and Contract Documents may be procured 
upon payment of 200.00 (by check, made payable to “ EJES Inc.”) 405 Briarwood Drive, 
Suite 110, Jackson, Mississippi 39206.  The payment is non-refundable.

Offi cial bid documents can be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.centralauc-
tionhouse.com. Electronic bids can be submitted at www.centralbidding.com.  For any 
questions relating to the electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding at 225-
810-4814.

Each bid shall be accompanied by a Cashier’s check, Certifi ed Check on a solvent bank 
or a Bidder’s Bond issued by a Surety Company licensed to operate in the State of 
Mississippi, in the amount of fi ve percent (5 ) of the total bid price, payable to the City 
of Jackson as bid security.  Bidders shall also submit a current fi nancial statement, if 
requested by the City. The successful bidder will be required to furnish a Performance 
Bond and a Payment bond each in the amount of one hundred percent (100 ) of the 
contract amount.

The proposal and contract documents in its entirety shall be submitted in a sealed enve-
lope and deposited with the Municipal Clerk, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi prior to the hour and date above designated. Stripped Proposals will be rejected. 
Bidders may not withdraw their bid within sixty (60) days after the date of the actual bid 
opening without consent of the City of Jackson.

Work to be performed shall be in accordance with the “Mississippi State Highway Stan-
dard Specifi cations for Road and Bridge Construction, 2017”, together with all amend-
ments and/or special provisions and/or addenda to the standards duly approved and 
adopted, unless otherwise noted in these specifi cations.

The attention of Bidders is directed to the provisions of Subsection 102.07 pertaining to 
irregular proposals and rejection of bids.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive informalities.

Charles Williams, PE, Ph.D.
City Engineer
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

9/9/2021, 9/16/2021
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING 
ZONING CASE NO. 4142

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice 
is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Shampaon 
Hewitt) d b a Crave Enterprise has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, 
an application requesting a Rezoning from R-1 (Single-family) Residential District to C-3 
( eneral) Commercial District to operate a vendor park  at 137 Ellis Ave. (Parcel 120-34)  
and  120-33  120-33-2  in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and 
being more particularly described as:

Parcel 120-34
LOT 32 LESS 55FT N/S  LESS TO STREET ON E/S BLK8 WEST PARK ADDN

PARCEL 120-33
56 FT MD PART LOT 31 BE  60 FT S OF NE COR LOT 31 BLK8 WEST PARK ADDN

PARCEL 120-33-2
60 FT N/END LOT 31 BLK8 WEST PARK ADDN LESS TO STREET ON NE END

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson 
Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, September 22, 2021, at which time all 
parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, 
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the 
City Z oning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof 
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator 
at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE, THE PLANNIN  BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE 
THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETIN  VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR 
IN PERSON WITH RE ARDS TO THE WEARIN  OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL 
DISTANCIN  REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA 
TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILIN  EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  
TO RE ISTER PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER 15, 2021.

WITNESS my signature this 19th day of August 2021.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Z oning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

9/2/2021, 9/16/2021

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT 
ZONING CASE NO. 4143

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice 
is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Shen 
Chen has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting 
a Use Permit to allow for the operation of a liquor store in a C-3 ( eneral) Commercial 
District for the property located at 2974 Terry Rd. (Parcel 607-34) in the First Judicial 
District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

Lot 1  Part of Lot 2, Block B, reenland Heights, Hinds County, Mississippi

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson 
Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, September 22, 2021, at which time all 
parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, 
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the 
City Z oning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof 
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator 
at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE, THE PLANNIN  BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE 
THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETIN  VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR 
IN PERSON WITH RE ARDS TO THE WEARIN  OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL 
DISTANCIN  REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA 
TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILIN  EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  
TO RE ISTER PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER 15, 2021.

WITNESS my signature this 19th day of August 2021.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Z oning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

9/2/2021, 9/16/2021

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT
ZONING CASE NO. 4145

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice 
is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that the YANA 
Club of MS, Inc. has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application 
requesting a Use Permit for an accessory off-street parking lot within an R-4 (Limited 
Multi-family) Residential District on property located at Parcel 52-10 at the northeast 
corner of Hartfi eld St and Northview Dr., in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, 
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

LOTS 16 AND 17 OF THE DECELLE SUBDIVISION, ACCORDIN  TO A MAP OR PLAT 
THEREOF ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY 
AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, IN PLAT BOOK 1 AT PA E 91THEREOF, REFERENCE 
TO WHICH IS HEREBY MADE AS A PART OF THIS DESCRIPTION, LESS AND 
EXCEPT, HOWEVER, THAT PART OF SAID LOT 16 WHICH CONSTITUTES A PART 
OF NORTHVIEW DRIVE AS NOW LAID OUT AND USED, AND LESS AND EXCEPT 
THAT PART OF THE NORTHERN END OF SAID LOTS 16 AND 17 SOLD BY MISS MAY 
JOHNSON AND MISS MA IE JOHNSON ON MARCH 23, 1961 TO MRS. EVELYN R. 
FRYE BY WARRANTY DEED RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 1276 AT PA E 587 IN THE 
OFFICE OF SAID CHANCERY CLERK AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, REFERENCE TO 
WHICH IS HEREBY MADE IN AID HEREOF.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson 
Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, September 22, 2021, at which time all 
parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, 
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the 
City Z oning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof 
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator 
at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE, THE PLANNIN  BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE 
THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETIN  VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR 
IN PERSON WITH RE ARDS TO THE WEARIN  OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL 
DISTANCIN  REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA 
TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILIN  EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  
TO RE ISTER PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER 15, 2021.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of August 2021.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Z oning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

9/2/2021, 9/16/2021
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
HOLMES COUNTY  CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Notice is hereby g iv en that the HOLMES COUNTY  CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT will receiv e SEALED BIDS VIA REVERSE AUCTION for the purchase of 

the following :

Bids will be received by an Electronic Reverse Auction Sealed Bidding Process 
administered by Southern Procurement Services at which time bidding will begin and 
run until Suppliers have completed entering all bids.  Thereafter, bids will be taken under 
advisement and awarded accordingly.  

A complete bid package which contains bid instructions and specifi cation response 
sheets may be obtained by emailing vaughn@ southernprocurement.com and requesting 
a complete bid package.  The following must be placed in the Subject Line of the email:

Holmes County Schools – Technology Items

Vendors will then receive instructions as to how to register with Southern Procurement 
to receive a complete bid package.  Please include full contact information, including 
company name, email address, telephone numbers and contact person in your email 
request.  Email requests will be fi lled within 24 hours of submission or registration.  
Registration with Southern Procurement and acceptance of the Southern Procurement 
Platform Agreement is not optional and is required in order to participate in this bidding 
event.  No exceptions will be made.

Specifi cation responses must be submitted for this bid event in order to be considered 
for this bidding opportunity.  Bid responses should be delivered to:
Vaughn Blaylock
Southern Procurement
vaughn@ southernprocurement.com

DO NOT INCLUDE PRICING INFORMATION WITH YOUR SPECIFICATION RESPONSE.  
BIDS WILL ONLY BE TAKEN ONLINE AT THE APPOINTED TIME AND DATE.

Questions regarding these specifi cations shall be directed to Vaughn Blaylock, Southern 
Procurement.

No bid shall be withdrawn after the scheduled date and time of the beginning of the 
bidding event without the written consent of the Purchasing Entity.  Within the limitations 
of Mississippi State Purchasing Law, the Purchasing Entity reserves the right to reject 
any or all bids received, to waive any informalities or irregularities in the bids received, or 
to accept any bid which is deemed most favorable.  

Dr. Furlinda Travis
Director, Federal Programs
Holmes County Consolidated School District

9/9/2021, 9/16/2021
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LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
HOLMES COUNTY  CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Notice is hereby g iv en that the HOLMES COUNTY  CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT will receiv e SEALED BIDS for the purchase of PROFESSIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES: 

The district is requesting for sealed bid proposals in the areas of English/Language Arts, 
Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Integrating Technology, ACT Training, Instructional 
Support Services, Exceptional Education Services, and Multi-Tiered System of Support 
(MTSS) for Curriculum Development. The Proposal Due Date is September 23, 2021.
RFP Submission Requirements: 

Submit 5 copies of the RFP response in one sealed package with Professional Develop-
ment for Services for Administrative and Instructional Staff indicated on the outside of the 
package by 9/23/2021 to the following address:

Shaquita Burke, Financial Advisor
Holmes County Consolidated School District
Post Offi ce Box 630
313 Olive St. 
Lexington, MS 39095

A complete bid package which contains bid instructions and general specifi cations may be 
obtained by visiting the Holmes County Consolidated School District’s website: 
http://holmesccsd.org. All questions regarding the bid specifi cations shall be emailed di-
rectly to 

Dr. Furlinda Travis, Federal Programs Director
furlinda.travis@ holmesccsd.org
Holmes County Consolidated School District
 (662) 843-2175 (offi ce)
(662) 834-4002 (Fax)

Please include full contact information, including company name, email address, tele-
phone numbers and contact person in your email request. Within the limitations of Mis-
sissippi State Purchasing Law, the Purchasing Entity reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids received, to waive any informalities or irregularities in the bids received, or to accept 
any bid which is deemed most favorable.  

9/9/2021, 9/16/2021
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COMPUTER AND IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN TRAINING
PROGRAMS From Ultimate Medical
Academy Offer Quality Healthcare
Education to Students 100% online.-
Ultimate Medical Academy: 1-866-664-
4140

GENERAC STANDBY GENERATORS
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a free quote today! Call
for additional terms and conditions. 1-
844-316-8630

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior and
Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-1028
NEVER PAY FOR COVERED HOME
REPAIRS AGAIN! Complete Care Home
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE.
$200.00 OFF + 2 FREE Months! 866-
934-1258
UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful
New Blinds and Shades. FREE in-home
estimates make it convenient to shop
from home. Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA. Call for free
consultation: 833-822-2608. Ask about
our specials!

AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save! Call: 833-678-0500
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
w w w. d e n t a l 5 0 p l u s . c o m / m s p r e s s
#6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263
STATEWIDE ADVERTISING with one
call, one bill. 601-981-3060.

DIRECTV FOR $69.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Package. Watch
your favorite live sports, news and enter-
tainment anywhere. One year of HBO
Max FREE. Directv is #1 in Customer
Satisfaction (JD Power and Assoc.) Call
for more details! (some restrictions apply)
Call 1-855-978-3110
DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
8 7 7 - 6 2 8 -
3143

LIFE ALERT. One press of a button
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home and on
the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
855-686-5548 FREE Brochure.
LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING,
memory care, or independent living? A
Place for Mom simplifies the process of
finding senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-855-530-0567 today!
STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR
DISEASE are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-855-393-
5067.

Week of September 12, 2021

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g I n s u r a n c e

H o m e I m p r o v e m e n t

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

F o r S a l e

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060
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AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3 118  Liv ing st o n R o a d
CASH & CARRY
C a pit o l St r eet   a nd Mo num ent  St r eet
CITY HALL
219  S Pr esident  St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
26 5 9  Liv ing st o n R o a d
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 9 5 7 N o r t hv iew D r  ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
203 0 N  Siwell R d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
43 3 1 H ig hwa y 8 0W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5 9 9 0 Medg a r  E v er s B lv d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 C a pit o l St  ( D o wnt o wn J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 04 B r ia r wo o d D r
DOLLAR GENERAL 
28 5 5  Mc D o well R d
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Ter r y R d
J & A FUEL STORES
3 249  Medg a r  E v er s  B lv d.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
23 25  Liv ing st o n R d.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
N o r t hside D r iv e
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
6 5 3  D uling  A v enue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
J a c kso n Medic a l Ma ll 
3 5 0 W  W o o dr o w W ilso n A v enue
SHELL FOOD MART
5 49 2 W a t kins D r iv e

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6 3 9 4 R idg ewo o d R d ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Ter r y R d ( So ut h J a c kso n)
WALGREENS 
3 8 0 W .  W o o dr o w W ilso n A v e

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - anton, MS
B & B
702 est orth Street - anton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 orth Liberty - anton, MS
BULLY’S STORE

hurch Street - anton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - anton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther ing Drive - anton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - anton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 hurch Street - anton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 est Fulton Street - anton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - anton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - anton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 estside Drive - anton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125  Swing ing  B r idg e  D r .
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5 777 Ter r y R o a d
CITY HALL
Ter r y  R o a d

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - linton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
a t  E x it  78
CITY HALL 
W est   C unning ha m   A v enue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
5 05  E .  Ma in St r eet
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port ibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 . Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 . ourt Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 ourtyard S uare, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi H wy 18
PITT STOP 
101 H wy 18  &  27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALLSudoku

 a n  i  to fi  r  ro  a ro  r  o mn o n  an  r  
 o  it  t  i it  1 t ro  . a  1 t ro   i it m t a ar 

on  on  in a  ro  a ro  a  o mn o n  an  a   o .

© Feature Exchange

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1 .  Sp y
2 .  So l d  a t  a  d i s c o u n t
3 .  P a r e n t  t e a c h e r  g r o u p s
4 .  B i g  Ap p l e  ( a b b r . )
5 .  Le a t h e r  w o r k e r ’ s  t o o l
6 .  Se v e r a l  n o t e s
7 .  N o t  a l l o w e d
8 .  B r o o d
1 0 .  Ac t o r  Ch r i s t o p h e r
1 6 .  W a r m e r
1 8 .  Y e s
1 9 .  Dr . . ’ s  h e l p e r
2 0 .  Cu t  o f  b e e f
2 1 .  Le s s e n
2 2 .  B l a c k
2 4 .  H o s e
2 5 .  B e l i e f
2 6 .  P e n n y
2 8 .  P o l e
3 0 .  V a t

ACROSS
1 .  Sp o r t s  c h a n n e l
5 .  Sc e n e  d i v i s i o n
9 .  M y t h i c a l  d e i t y
1 1 .  J o u r n a l i s t ’ s  q u e s t i o n
1 2 .  P u t  d o w n
1 3 .  Ea r  p a r t
14. Affirmation
1 5 .  M r .  _ _  ( t v  h o r s e )
1 7 .  T i f f
1 8 .  Ex a g g e r a t e
2 0 .  Ad o p t  ( 2  w d s . )
2 2 .  R e c e d e
2 3 .  Ch a r l e s t o n  l o c a l e
2 4 .  T w i t c h i n g
2 7 .  W i l d  p i g
2 9 .  M u s i c  u s e d  a s  p r a c t i c e
3 1 .  U p o n
3 2 .  H o t  s a n d w i c h
3 3 .  La c k
3 4 .  Fl o g

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku Solution

© Feature Exchange

Crossword Solution

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by John F. Kennedy

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange
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Ev e n now , t he  pa i n o f  t ha t  da y  
l a y s  j us t  be l ow  t he  s ur f a c e  f or  
r tir   or  it  fi r fi t
r o n  i . A  i  r
a  t  i t  m  o n  

a n d hor r o r  of  Se pt . 1 1, 2001, 
t ar  a om ani  t o  m mo
ri  n a   at in t  om
forta  n  . .  om   
s h a r e s  w i t h hi s  w i f e .

“ I ha d qui t e  a  f e w  f r i e nds  t ha t  
w e r e  a t  t he  s c e ne ,”  Le w i s , 66,  
ai  t ro  i  t ar . o  

I ha d j u s t  s poke n t o t he  w e e k  
for . o   ir t  or  
it . o  o  om   

w e n t  t o on N e w  Y e a r ’ s  Eve . J us t  
i  t at  o man  i  r  t 
on .
T w e nt y ye a r s  a f t e r  t he  a t t a c k, 

aft r a in  t  artm nt an  
in  im f it  n  o

bi e s , a f t e r  hi s  ol de s t  c hi l d, a  
s o n,  ha d  s t r uc k out  on hi s  ow n 
an  i  a t r a  ra at  
i  oo  aft r in  a ai
oat an  orin  r i  
o  of ai in  aft r  an  i  
if  r a  anot r om  

in a a  ir inia  aft r 
o n in  an  on tation  

i t  e ve n s ur pr i s e s  Le w i s  how  
i  t  f in  an om  
r tin  to t  rfa .
“ I c a n t a l k  a b out  i t  now , but  

it  ti  r  motiona   
ai .  r m m r at  nt 

t ro  an  at o man  ot
r  nt t ro .

r  n r  an  fort
t r . t i  a n m r n ar  a  

 or  fi r fi t r  a  
s e a r e d i nt o t he i r  c on s c i ous ne s s .  

at  o  man  fi r fi t r  
i  om attin  t  a tatin  

fi r  t at too  o n t  or  
ra  nt r an  aim  mor  

t ha n 2,000 l i ve s . Le w i s  kne w  
 o r  of t o  fi r fi t

e r s .
Le w i s , t he n a  l i e ut e na nt  w i t h 

n in  om an   a  t r  
t oo.

Le w i s , a  na t i ve  of  N e w  Y or k, 
a  t in  for i  a tain  
am in tat n an  t at a  

n a fi r fi t r anno n  
t ha t  a  pl a ne  ha d c r a s he d i nt o a  
to r at t  or  ra  nt r.

t a n t nti  anot r fi r
fi t r arri  ort  aft r an  
e xpl a i ne d t ha t  b ot h t ow e r s  ha d  

n it  t at t  room of fi r
fi t r  f  i nt a  t ir n  
r a it  an to ta  a .

 r  off t  t  
r  n r atta   ai .  

kne w  w ha t  w e  ha d t o do.”
Aft r i  arri  in roo
n   an  t  ot r fi r fi t

r  aro n  t  tation ar   
to fa  t  n no n. it  no 
tr  or  to ta  t m to 
t he  s i t e , Le w i s  or de r e d a not he r  
fi r fi t r to omman r a it  

. A  t  a n r  fi  off  
t  fi r fi t r  i  on  r
arin  t m  for at a  

a he a d.
 r  a  oin  to an

attan to fi t a fi r   a  n
r fo t for   ai . t 

 a  n  om on  a  oin  
t o di e .”

i  ri  an attan 
upon hi s  a r r i va l  i n t w o w or ds :  
pur e  c ha os . Al l  t he  e xpe r i e nc e  

 a  at r  in i  t n  
ye a r s  on t he  j ob, he  s a i d, c oul d 
not a  r ar  im for t  
c a t a s t r ophe  t ha t  l a y  be yond t he  

mo .
t a  i  a in  in a 

c l oud:  you c oul dn’ t  s e e  be yond 
t hr e e  or  f our  f e e t  i n  f r ont  of  
o   ai .  t o t it a  

t he  e nd of  t he  w or l d. T ha t ’ s  j us t  
how  i t  f e l t  – ‘ T hi s  i s  t he  e nd.’

i  an  i  o a  r  
in t  t ir  a  of fi r fi t
r  to r on  to t  rnin  

i in . r  a  no or a
ni  ffort a  t  fi r fi t r  
ai  i i ian  an  att m t  to 
a m t  ra in   am . n

in  o r  on t  n  it o t 
a at  rot tion  t  fi r t 
r e s ponde r s  w e r e  e xp os e d t o a  
to i  mi  of a to  a  an  
mo   ai .

“ I w a s  c onc e r ne d be c a us e  w e  
r  t r at in  a  of t at 

t ff in   ai .  r m m r  
t  t on  om an  fi r  in 
1978 r e l e a s e d a s be s t o s  i nt o t he  

air  an  man  of t  fi r fi t r  
or in  i  from n  an r. 

 a a  t o t a o t t at an  
a  t at on m  min  at t  o

e r s , but  w e  ha d t o do w ha t  w e  
ha d t o do.”

Le w i s  s pe nt  24 hour s  on t he  
n  for  in  r i  of 

dut y on Se pt . 12. T he  da ys  t ha t  
f ol l ow e d w e r e  bl e a k.

or a on  tim   fi r
fi t r  r  na  to ta  
a o t it a  it a  o tra
mati  i  ai .  o  
ta  a o t it amon t a  ot r  

t if a r i or am  aro n  
 o n t a  an t in .

T hi s  i s  pa r t i a l l y due  t o t he  
s t a nda r ds  of  e xc e l l e nc e  a nd 
ra r  fi r fi t r  f  t  

m t o  t m  to   
ai . t n at  t  ma  
a  an  ar   ai  r  
rt o  tr in  to ma  n  

of t  o  an  t  tra ma t  
ha d e xpe r i e nc e d.

r  fi r fi t r   ai . 
ir fi t r  r  o  to 

o t i . ir fi t r  r  
o  to  tron . r  not 

s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  a f r a i d  o r  s h o w  
w e a k n e s s .  B u t  y o u  c a n ’ t  h a v e  

o  a in  aro n  it   
a tra mati  nt ott   in
s i d e  a n d  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  r e l e a s e  i t . ”

A ia  o n in  nit 
a  a i n  to i it iff r nt 

fi r o  an   t o  in
vol ve d t o ope n up a bout  t he i r  

ri n . A t o  it a  a 
a n  it a  a fi r t t  in 

t  a in  ro  i  ai .
t too  a on  tim  ar  

 ai  t tim  it f i  r  
a in

A  t  ar  o  o m n
tari  ar  ma  m moria  ar  
c ons t r uc t e d a nd a r t i c l e s  l i ke  t hi s  
one  a r e  w r i t t e n e ve r y ye a r , but  
Le w i s  i s  uns ur e  how  t o f e e l .

 a  mi  motion   
ai  A art of m  ant  m  to 

s uppor t  t he  a nni ve r s a r y of  w ha t  
ha ppe ne d f or  t hos e  w ho di e d,  

t anot r art of m  o n t 
ant to o o t or rat .
In pr e vi ous  ye a r s , Le w i s  
o  arti i at  in a fi r o  
r mon  to omm morat  t  

fi r fi t r  o i  an  t o  
w ho s ur vi ve d.

t  t not no  i  
ai  a   fo t a  t ar .

“ T hos e  pe opl e  di e d, a nd t he  
r t of  ar  oin  to i  from 
t  om i ation  t r it  

n  i a  an r  at r it 
ma  .  n  t  ri  t 

 nt in an a .  n  
 ma  not ma  it om  an  

o man  i n t. o tan   
t r  in m  niform t an t 

 no . o   on t o t at 
an mor .

Ins t e a d, Le w i s  honor s  t hos e  
w ho di e d i n hi s  ow n w a ys . A 

4  tattoo r t  on i  arm 
to onor t  fi r t r on r  

o  i  ma  t  ti
mat  a rifi .

 r  man in  
he  s a i d. “ T he y w e r e  pe opl e  w i t h 
i .  am  in no in  

t  i i oo  t at t  mi t 
not ma  it o t an  ontin  
an a . r  o oft n   o 
t ro  t i  oo  of i tim  an  
oo  t ro  t ir nam  an  

r m m r t ir fa  a   
on t r ant to for t.

 ma a in  nam  na
tiona  r no n  i i  ri t  
an  r ona  in r  attor
n  n r m  to t  1 

1  it  ann a  i t of t  
1  mo t in  ntia  o  
in t  or  ma in  im t  
on  r ona  in r  tria  a

r to ma  t  i t. r m  
a  ta i  im f a  on  

of t  nation  for mo t a
y e r s  a n d  a d v o c a t e s  f o r  s o c i a l  
a n d  r a c i a l  j u s t i c e .

n a ition to or in  on 
om  of t  mo t i rofi  
a  in t  . .  r r ntin  

t  fami i  of or  o  
B r e o n n a  T a y l o r ,  T r a y v o n  

artin an  i a  ro n  
r m  a  fo t for 

t i c e  f o r  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  Fl i n t ,  
i i an  o r  aff t  

b y  p o i s o n e d  w a t e r ;  b l a c k  
om n it  o arian an r 

tar t   o n on  o n
s o n  t o  u s e  t a l c  p r o d u c t s ;  a n d  

o  o ri n  i
riminator  ra ti   an

in  i  a    om  of 
t  nation  ar t an .

 i  t  fo n r an  rin i
a  o n r of n r m  a . 

n r m  tran n  an  
tran form  t  tra itiona  ro  
o f  a  l a w y e r , ”  s a i d  U . S.  R e p .  

a in  at r .  i  not 
on  a in  an im a t on t  
c u l t u r e  b o t h  i n s i d e  a n d  o u t s i d e  
t  o rtroom  t i  a o
a  i  in  n in  or orat  
oar room  an  t  i t 

 of o rnm nt.
r m  a  n nationa  

r o ni  a  t  14 A 
ma r of t  ar   

N a t i o n a l  T r i a l  La w y e r s  T o p  
1  a r  on  a a
in  o r 1  o t n  
ntia  Afri an Am ri an  an  

h a s  b e e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  “ B l a c k  

Am ri a  Attorn  n ra .
i  oo  i  in 

t o b e r  2 0 1 9 ,  O p e n  Se a s o n :  
a i  no i  of o

or  o  o m nt  o  
Am ri a i  i in  a  o
p l e ,  w h e t h e r  w i t h  a  b u l l e t  o r  a  

n t  ri on nt n  an  
tif in  it a .
t  an onor to  r o

n i z e d  t h i s  w a y  a n d  t o  u s e  a n y  
in  n   a  to rin  a o t 

r at r ra ia  ti  for a  
Am ri an  r m  ai .

 am  rat f  to 

r  in  r on o a  
r a i s e d  a  v o i c e  t o  e l e v a t e  o u r  
c r i e s  f o r  e q u a l i t y ,  a n d  I w i l l  
ontin  to  an  in  n  
 a  to ma  o r a  o r 

ti  t m an  or orat  
Am ri a mor  t an  fr  of 

t mi  ra i m.
r m  i  rr nt  a in  

an ffort to n rat   
a  in  o r  to t  . . 

nat  r in  a a  of t  
or  o  ti  in o i

in  A t.  r a  a i o 
it  t  fami  m m r  of 
o  i   o i  r in  

ort r  to a  t ir na
t o r s .

n i  inin  a i t on 
r a c i a l  i n j u s t i c e  e v e r y w h e r e  i t  

i t  ai  . A  ar
ton  o a  a  im 

a  Am ri a  attorn  
n ra .  i  an in  art  

an  min  ra ti  an  r
e d e n t s ,  l a w s  a n d  l i v e s . ”

 f  i t an  r at  tri
u t e s  w i l l  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  Se p t .  2 7  
 t. 4 i  of  a ai

a b l e  o n  n e w s s t a n d s  o n  Fr i d a y ,  
t m r 1  an  no  at 

tim . om tim 1 .  i t  
no  in it  i t nt  ar  
r o ni  t  im a t  inno

ation an  a i m nt of t  
or  mo t in  ntia  in i

v i d u a l s .

A f n  t  to onor or  
Fl o y d  a n d  r a i s e  a w a r e n e s s  a b o u t  
ra ia  in ti  ai  on a  
t at it a  a ar  mor  t an 

 in o ar i  in  it 
w a s  c r e a t e d .

 or  o  moria  
Fo u n d a t i o n  s a i d  i t  h a s  r e c e n t l y  
i n o ar i  a  at 
1  to 1  a  oo  t nt  

s c h o l a r s h i p s  v a l u e d  a t  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  
to int rn  an   o ar

i  to n r ra at  t nt . 
T h e  f o u n d a t i o n  s a i d  i t  h a s  a l s o  
a ar   to a tt i  
St a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a  h i s t o r i c a l l y  

a  o  in ort  aro ina.
o n ation ti  ir

tor a ari arri  ai  t  o ar
i   o  m mor  a i  

a n d  s u p p o r t  s t u d e n t s .
r o  at t  or  o  

moria  o n ation i  t at 
t  i a i in  t nt  

i  om  attorn  a ti i t  
a n d  s c h o l a r s  w h o  w i l l  w o r k  t o  
e n s u r e  p e o p l e  a r e  t r e a t e d  f a i r l y  
a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d , ’ ’  H a r r i s  s a i d  i n  

a tat m nt.
ri tt o  or  

Fl o y d ’ s  s i s t e r  a n d  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  
or  o  moria  o n a

tion  ai  A  t  a  mont  
an  ar  o  on  t in  i  tr  
m  rot r or  at  tr  

an  t  or  an   off r
in  ort to t  t nt  it 

i  a o   to ontin  to rin  
h o p e  t o  t h o s e  i n  n e e d . ”

 or  o  moria  
o n ation  a  in a tt
i  ort  aro ina  a  r

at  in A t  an  fo  
on rai in  a ar n  of ra ia  
i n j u s t i c e s ,  p o l i c e  b r u t a l i t y  a n d  
n rin  r on  i i  ri t  

a r e  p r o t e c t e d .
o  a  4  i  a   
 aft r a it  form r in

n a o i  o i  offi r n t on 
h i s  n e c k  a s  Fl o y d  s a i d  h e  c o u l d n ’ t  
r at . at offi r  r  

Ch a u v i n ,  h a s  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  o f  
m r r an  man a t r an  

nt n  to 1  ar . r  
ot r form r offi r  a ait tria  
on ai in  an  a ttin  o nt .

We knew we may not make it home, and so many didn’t,” said retired New York City fi refi ghter Rodney Lewis. 
(Pictured left)

NNPA President and CEO Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. (left) and Publisher 
Natalie Cole present Newsmaker of the Year award to Attorney Ben 
Crump NNPA PHOTO BY FREDDIE ALLEN

Floyd

i efi ghte  o e i  e is s the e  n  
in s  he sti  is e e e ing 

i i  ights tto ne  en 
u  n e  to  

g ine s  ost 
n  uenti  eo e

 eo ge o  un  
h s e  o e  

in s ho shi s

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

The Associated Press

By Ahnayah Hughes
Howard University News Service



G o  l e f t  o r  g o  r i g h t ?
It  s e e m s  t h a t  a t  e v e r y  p o i n t  i n  

l i f e ,  y o u  n e e d  a  d e c i s i o n :  t a k e  
a  f a m i l i a r  s t r e e t ,  o r  a  r o u t e  y o u  
r a r e l y  t r a v e l ?  A r e s t a u r a n t  y o u  
f r e q u e n t ,  o r  s o m e t h i n g  n e w  f o r  
d i n n e r ?  So m e t i m e s ,  t h e  c h o i c e s  
w o n ’ t  m a t t e r  n e x t  w e e k  o r  i n  a  
y e a r ,  b u t  –  a s  i n  t h e  n e w  b o o k  
“ T h r e e  G i r l s  f r o m  B r o n z e v i l l e ”  
b y  Da w n  T u r n e r  –  o t h e r  d e c i -
s i o n s  a r e  m o r e  c o n s e q u e n t i a l .

O n e  o f  h e r  e a r l i e s t  m e m o r i e s  
i n v o l v e s  h e r  n e w b o r n  s i s t e r .

Da w n  T u r n e r  w a s  n o  m o r e  

t h a n  a  t o d d l e r  h e r s e l f  t h e n ,  l i v i n g  
i n  a  h o t e l  r o o m  w i t h  h e r  m o t h e r  
b e c a u s e  h e r  f a t h e r  w a s  g o n e  
a g a i n .  T u r n e r  r e m e m b e r s  t h e  
w e i g h t  o f  h e r  b a b y  s i s t e r ,  K i m ,  
a n d  k n o w i n g  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  h a d  
c h a n g e d .

Fo r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d -
h o o d s ,  t h e  g i r l s  w e r e  i n s e p a -
r a b l e  t h o u g h ,  l i k e  m a n y  b i g  s i s -
t e r s ,  T u r n e r  s o m e t i m e s  r e s e n t e d  
K i m ’ s  t a g - a l o n g i n g .  T h a t  b e c a m e  
m o r e  p r o n o u n c e d  w h e n  T u r n e r  
fo n  r fi r t t fri n  o 
l i v e d  i n  t h e  a p a r t m e n t  d i r e c t l y  
a b o v e  t h e i r s  i n  a  n e w  h o u s i n g  
p r o j e c t  i n  Ch i c a g o ’ s  B r o n z e v i l l e .

T u r n e r  w a n t e d  De b r a  t o  h e r -
s e l f ,  b u t  s h e  h a d  t o  s h a r e  t h e  
f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  K i m  a n d  t h a t  

a  fi n . mm r a  an  af
t e r - s c h o o l  w a s  o f t e n  b e t t e r  w i t h  
t h r e e .  T h e  g i r l s  m a d e  t h e i r  o w n  
f u n ,  h i d i n g  f r o m  m a i n t e n a n c e  
m e n  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  h a n g i n g  
o t on fi r  a  an  r a in  
i n  a  s e c r e t  s p o t  o n  a n  a c c e s s i b l e  
r o o f t o p .  In  t h e  s h a d o w s  o f  d e t e -
r i o r a t i n g  a p a r t m e n t  c o m p l e x e s  
a n d  a b a n d o n e d  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e i r  
c h i l d h o o d s  w e r e  a l m o s t  i d y l l i c .

An d  t h i n g s  c h a n g e d  a g a i n .
As  h i g h  s c h o o l  l o o m e d ,  T u r n e r  

a n d  De b r a  s l o w l y  s t a r t e d  t o  d r i f t  

a art  a i  t at a  fi n  
b y  De b r a ’ s  f a m i l y ’ s  m o v e  t o  In -
d i a n a p o l i s .  T u r n e r  b e g a n  t o  p l a n  
f o r  c o l l e g e ,  w h i l e  K i m  s t r u g g l e d  
i n  s c h o o l .  T i m e  p a s s e d  a n d  a s  
t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  t h a t  n u r t u r e d  
t h r e e  l i t t l e  g i r l s  f e l l  i n t o  a  s t a t e  o f  
d i s r e p a i r ,  s o  d i d  t h e  g i r l s ’  b o n d  
a n d  s u d d e n l y ,  t h e y  “ w e r e  o n  d i f -
f e r e n t  t r a j e c t o r i e s . ”  O n e  w e n t  
s o u t h ,  o n e  w e n t  t o  c o l l e g e ,  b o y s  
c a m e  a r o u n d ,  a n d  s o  d i d  t r o u b l e .

O n e  t o o k  a  g i n  b o t t l e ,  o n e  t o o k  
a  b a b y  b o t t l e ,  a n d  o n e  t o o k  a  
g u n . . .

H a v e  y o u  e v e r  w o n d e r e d  w h a t  
l i f e  m i g h t ’ v e  b e e n  l i k e  i f  y o u ’ d  

m a d e  d i f f e r e n t  c h o i c e s ,  p i c k e d  a  
d i f f e r e n t  s p o u s e  o r  a n o t h e r  j o b ?  
Y e p ,  t h e n  “ T h r e e  G i r l s  f r o m  
B r o n z e v i l l e ”  i s  f o r  y o u .

An d  y e t ,  t h i s  b o o k  i s n ’ t  e n -
t i r e l y  a b o u t  c h o i c e s ;  i t ’ s  a l s o  
a b o u t  t a k i n g  w h a t  l i f e  s e e m s  t o  
an  o  an  mo in  it to fi t. 

O n  t h a t ,  a u t h o r  Da w n  T u r n e r  
i s  i r r e s i s t i b l y  n o s t a l g i c  a n d  h e r  
m e m o r i e s  w i l l  l e a v e  y o u  w i t h  a  
s e n s e  o f  c a r e f r e e  c h i l d h o o d  i n  
t h e  c i t y  –  b u t  s h e ’ s  a l s o  r e a l i s -
t i c ,  d e s c r i b i n g  h e r  s u r r o u n d i n g s  
w i t h  d e c r e a s i n g  e n t h u s i a s m  t h a t  
s p e a k s  v o l u m e s .

rn r oint  no fi n r  r  

b u t  y o u ’ l l  s e e  l i k e l y  c u l p r i t s  t o  
b l a m e  a l o n g  t h e  w a y .

Su b s t a n c e  a b u s e  p l a y s  a  l a r g e  
p a r t  i n  t h i s  t a l e .  O p p o r t u n i t e s  
e x i s t e d  t o  s e i z e  o r  d i s c a r d  f r e e l y ,  
t h e  l a t t e r  o f  w h i c h  i s  p a i n f u l  t o  
w a t c h .  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  t a k e n  
f o r  w r o n g  t u r n s .

An d  r e a d e r s  w i l l  b e  t h r i l l e d  t o  
s e e  t h a t  a n g e l s  e x i s t e d ,  t o o .

T h i s  i s  o n e  o f  t h o s e  b o o k s  
t h a t ’ s  w a r m  t o  t h e  s t a r t  a n d  e n v e -
l o p e s  y o u  l i k e  a  h u g  m i x e d  w i t h  
g r a v e l .  It ’ s  h a r s h  a n d  g r a c i o u s ,  
j a g g e d  a n d  l o v i n g .  Y e p ,  “ T h r e e  
G i r l s  f r o m  B r o n z e v i l l e ”  i s  a l l  
r i g h t .

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Col um nist
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W RTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON’ S SOUL, 
RHY THM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN 
SOUL STATION PLAY ING MORE 
VARIETY , LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC 
ADULTS W ANT TO HEAR!  

BOOK REVIEW:

THREE GIRLS FROM 
BRONZEVILLE:
A UNIQUELY AMERICAN MEMOIR OF 
RACE, FATE, AND SISTERHOOD
BY DAWN TURNER
C.2021, SIMON & SCHUSTER
$26.99 / $35.99 CANADA • 321 PAGES



Sh e d e u r  Sa n d e r s  t h r e w  f o r  3 6 2  
y a r d s  a n d  t h r e e  t o u c h d o w n s  Sa t -
u r d a y  n i g h t  t o  l e a d  J a c k s o n  St a t e  
t o  a  3 8 - 1 6  v i c t o r y  o v e r  T e n n e s -
s e e  St a t e  i n  t h e  So u t h e r n  H e r i t a g e  
Cl a s s i c .

Sa n d e r s  c o m p l e t e d  3 0  o f  4 0  
p a s s e s  a s  J a c k s o n  St a t e  ( 2 - 0 )  u s e d  
a  p a i r  o f  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  s c o r e s  t o  
b u i l d  i t s  l e a d .  In  t h e  f r a m e ,  t h e  
f r e s h m a n  f r o m  Ca n t o n ,  T e x a s  c o n -
n e c t e d  w i t h  K e i t h  Co r b i n  III f o r  a  
6 7 - y a r d  t o u c h d o w n  a n d  t h e n  c o m -
p l e t e d  a  1 0 - y a r d  s c o r i n g  t o s s  t o  
Sh a n e  H o o k s .

An  8 1 - y a r d  p u n t  r e t u r n  b y  W a r -
r e n  N e w m a n  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  q u a r t e r  
a d d e d  t o  t h e  J a c k s o n  St a t e  a d v a n -
t a g e .

T e n n e s s e e  St a t e  ( 0 - 2 )  c o u l d  
m a n a g e  l i t t l e  o f f e n s i v e l y ,  p a r -
t i c u l a r l y  w h e n  J a c k s o n  St a t e  w a s  
b u i l d i n g  i t s  l e a d .  In  t h a t  t h i r d  
q u a r t e r ,  w h e n  J a c k s o n  St a t e  p u l l e d  
a w a y ,  T e n n e s s e e  St a t e  m a n a g e d  
o n l y  5 4  y a r d s  o f  o f f e n s e

Sa n d e r s  s p r e a d  a r o u n d  h i s  p a s s -
i n g ,  c o n n e c t i n g  w i t h  n i n e  r e c e i v -
e r s ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  n u m b e r  o f  c o m -
p l e t i o n s  i n  t h e  So u t h e r n  H e r i t a g e  
Cl a s s i c  h i s t o r y .  T h e  3 6 2  y a r d s  
p a s s i n g  w a s  t h e  t h i r d - h i g h e s t  e v e r  
f o r  t h e  g a m e .

T h e  g a m e  f e a t u r e d  t w o  f o r m e r  
N FL s t a r s  c o a c h i n g  o n  t h e  s i d e -
l i n e s  –  Ed d i e  G e o r g e  f o r  T e n n e s -

s e e  St a t e  a n d  De i o n  Sa n d e r s  r u n -
n i n g  t h e  s h o w  f o r  J a c k s o n  St a t e .

It  a l s o  m a r k e d  t h e  2 9 t h  t i m e  t h e  
s c h o o l s  f a c e d  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  t h e  
So u t h e r n  H e r i t a g e  Cl a s s i c  h e l d  a t  
Li b e r t y  B o w l  M e m o r i a l  St a d i u m .  
t a  t  fi r t tim  it r or  

o r  Sa n d e r s  c o a c h e d  i n  t h e  g a m e .
T h e  Sa n d e r s - G e o r g e  m a t c h u p  

i n c r e a s e d  t h e  h y p e ,  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  
e x c i t e m e n t  a r o u n d  t h e  g a m e ;  t h i n k  
t a i l g a t e s  o u t s i d e  T e n n e s s e e ’ s  N e y -
l a n d  St a d i u m ;  B r y a n t - De n n y  St a -
d i u m ,  h o m e  o f  t h e  Cr i m s o n  T i d e ;  
t h e  Sh o e  a t  O h i o  St a t e ;  o r  a  m a j o r  
b o w l  g a m e .

J a c k s o n  St a t e  h e l d  a  1 0 - 7  l e a d  a t  
t  a f t an  to a ar  fi  
g o a l  b y  G l e n n  M i s i a k  i n  t h e  c l o s -
i n g  s e c o n d s  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  q u a r t e r .

T h e  T a k e a w a y
T e n n e s s e e  St a t e :  T SU ,  c o m -

i n g  o f f  a  1 6 - 1 0  l o s s  t o  G r a m b l i n g  
St a t e ,  a g a i n  h a d  t r o u b l e  m o v i n g  
t h e  b a l l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e a c h i n g  t h e  
e n d  z o n e .  Fo r  t h e  n i g h t ,  T e n n e s s e e  
St a t e  d i d  n o t  g e t  o v e r  2 0 0  y a r d s  o f  
tota  off n  nti  t  fi na  min t  
o f  t h e  g a m e .

J a c k s o n  St a t e :  J SU ,  w h i c h  d e -
f e a t e d  Fl o r i d a  A& M  7 - 6  l a s t  
w e e k ,  s t i l l  u s e d  b i g  p l a y s  i n  t h e  
t h i r d  q u a r t e r  a l o n g  w i t h  a  b l o c k e d  
p u n t  t o  s e t  u p  a n o t h e r  s c o r e  a n d  
b u i l t  e n o u g h  o f  a  l e a d  a s  Sa n d e r s  
h a d  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  p a s s i n g  n i g h t s  
i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  So u t h e r n  H e r -
i t a g e  Cl a s s i c .
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B y Clay Bailey
Associated Press

Sanders leads Jackson State
to 38-16 win over Tennessee St.

C it iz ens o f  H inds C o unt y,  I  a m  a sking  f o r  yo ur  suppo r t  in 
m y c a m pa ig n t o  be t he nex t  Sher if f  o f  H inds C o unt y in 
t he N o v em ber  2nd Spec ia l E lec t io n.  

I  a m  ha ppily m a r r ied 17 yea r s t o  t he f o r m er  Lynn Sm it h,  
t he da ug ht er  o f  R ev .  D . D .  Sm it h a nd Pinkie Sm it h 
A m o s.  W e ha v e a  bea ut if ul blended f a m ily o f  4 c hildr en,  
C a ndic e,  J o r da n,  G eo r g e a nd I ndea .  W e a lso  ha v e 2 
g r a ndc hildr en,  C a lv er t  a nd J ia na .  O ur  pet  do g  is na m ed 
Mo llie.  I  a m  t he so n o f  t he la t e A nnie Ma e Sea ls a nd t he 
la t e Leo n W a shing t o n.  

sealsforsheriff@gmail.com
601-624-9949

123 Highway 80 East #162, Clinton, MS 39056

Special Election November 2, 2021

Paid for by Friends of Leon Seals for Hinds County Sheriff

Jackson State quarterback Shedeur Sanders
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Terry High’s visit to Gary Elementary School Highlights

Technology 
Department Highlights

EL Site Coordinator 
Training Highlights
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