
Mis s is s ippi’ s  departm ent of 
health reported Monday that 
the s tate s aw alm os t 5 , 0 0 0  new 
confirm ed cas es  of C OV ID -1 9  
over the week end as  the viru s  
s u rges  s tatewide.

That’ s  an increas e of m ore 
than s ix  tim es  the nu m ber of 
new cas es  –  7 9 6  –  reported 
three week s  ago on J u ly 1 2 .

“ D elta s u rge accelerating 
q u ick ly –  pleas e be s afe and 
protect you r fam ily, ’ ’  S tate 
H ealth Officer D r. Thom as  
D obbs  tweeted.

The s tate of arou nd 3  m il-
lion people has  s een alm os t 
3 5 0 , 0 0 0  C OV ID -1 9  cas es  
s ince the s tart of the pandem -

ic. The increas e in new cas es ,  
predom inately the highly con-
tagiou s  delta variant,  com es  as  
s chools  acros s  the s tate pre-
pare to retu rn to the clas s room  
for the s tart of clas s es .

R epu blican G ov. Tate 
R eeves  s ays  he won’ t req u ire 
s tu dents  or teachers  in K-1 2  
s chools  to wear m as k s . Many 
s chools  have chos en to do s o 
anyway.

Arou nd a week  after the 
board of tru s tees  for the Ox -
ford S chool D is trict decided 
to m ak e m as k s  optional for 
vaccinated and u nvaccinated 
s tu dents  and s taff,  Ox ford 
S chool D is trict s u perintendent 
Bradley R obers on annou nced 

in a letter s ent ou t to fam ilies  
S atu rday that m as k s  will now 
be req u ired in s chool.

T he Ox ford E agle reports  
that m as k s  for all s tu dents  and 
s taff will be req u ired at leas t 
between Au g. 2  and Au g. 2 0 . 
The dis trict will continu e to as -
s es s  the s itu ation as  the s chool 
year progres s es . Teachers  re-
tu rned to their clas s room s  on 
Monday. S tu dents  s tart s chool 
on Friday.

“ As  edu cation leaders ,  we 
have all s een the negative im -
pact las t s chool year has  had 
on s tu dent learning which is  
why an overwhelm ing m aj or-
ity of dis tricts  acros s  ou r s tate 
have been determ ined to open 

s chools  with as  m u ch norm al 
s chool operations  as  pos s ible, ’ ’  
R obers on wrote in his  letter. 
“ U nfortu nately,  in recent days  
we have learned from  s om e 
of ou r dis trict friends  from  
arou nd the s tate who have 
already s tarted s chool that a 
norm al retu rn m ay not provide 
u s  with the bes t opportu nity to 
k eep k ids  in s chool.’ ’

D is tricts  lik e G u lfport 
S chool D is trict and J ack s on 
P u blic S chool D is trict are re-
q u iring m as k s . The is s u e is  
m ore contentiou s  in other dis -
tricts ,  however.

A Lowndes  C ou nty S chool 
D is trict board m eeting las t 
week  was  attended by protes -

tors  holding s igns  that read,  
“ Mas k  C hoice, ’ ’  “ Mas k s  Op-
tional’ ’  or “ Ou r Bodies ,  Ou r 
C hoice.’ ’

The board voted 4 -1  du ring 
that m eeting to m ak e m as k s  
optional. S u perintendent S am  
Allis on s aid the dis trict will 
req u ire m as k -wearing on bu s -
es  and will “ s trongly encou r-
age and have m as k s  available’ ’  
for u nvaccinated s tu dents  and 
s taff in s chool bu ildings .

“ W e can debate m as k  wear-
ing,  bu t I don’ t want to do 
that, ’ ’  s aid Allis on,  according 
to the Commercial Dispatch. 
“ W e’ re going to s tart the year 
with no req u irem ent. H ope-
fu lly,  we’ ll continu e to be s afe 

and healthy.’ ’
At the m eeting,  board m em -

bers  dictated a req u irem ent of 
a 1 0 -day q u arantine at hom e 
if u nvaccinated m em bers  of 
the s chool com m u nity are ex -
pos ed to the viru s . They als o 
have the option of rem aining 
at s chool,  bu t they m u s t tak e 
a negative rapid tes t every two 
days  for 1 0  days .

V accinated s tu dents  who 
com e in clos e contact with 
s om eone who tes ts  pos itive do 
not have to q u arantine,  u nles s  
they have s ym ptom s .

The ru le angered s om e par-
ents  in the crowd,  who s aid 

On Monday,  du ring a m e-
dia pres s  conference at C ity 
H all,  Mayor C hok we Lu -
m u m ba annou nced that Lou -
is  P . W right S r. will becom e 
J ack s on’ s  new chief ad-
ministrative offi cer (CAO). 
W right who s erved as  cu s -
tom er s ervice m anager at 
E ntergy Mis s is s ippi,  retired 
J u ly 3 0  and will be as s u m -
ing his  new pos ition Au gu s t 
1 6 ,  s erving as  interim  C AO 
until confi rmed by the Jack-
s on C ity C ou ncil. H e was  
em ployed by E ntergy for 4 7  
years .

Lu m u m ba s tated,  “ W e 
look  forward to bringing his  
vas t bu s ines s  acu m en,  abil-
ity to bu ild relations hips ,  
drive progres s  and provide 

leaders hip to ou r team .”
W right is  a native of J ack -

s on. H e is  a gradu ate of J im  
H ill H igh S chool and a J ack -
s on S tate U nivers ity alu m . 
H e has  s erved on the board 
of directors  for Keep J ack -
s on Beau tifu l and The U nit-
ed W ay. H e has  als o s erved 
as   pres ident of J ack s on P u b-
lic S chools  Board of Tru s t-
ees . C u rrently he is  a tru s tee 
for the J ack s on H ou s ing Au -
thority and the H inds  C ou nty 
E conom ic D evelopm ent Au -
thority.

W right told T he Missis-
sippi Link that he is  really 
ex cited abou t the oppor-
tu nity to s erve in this  new 
role and feels  that with the 
leaders hip from  the m ayor 
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According to the H inds  C ou n-
ty S heriff ’ s  D epartm ent,  an am -
bu lance was  s ent to the hom e of 
S heriff Lee V ance W ednes day 
m orning where he was  fou nd 
non-res pons ive. The bu z z  was  
ou t before noon as  local tele-
vis ions  s tations  and other m e-
dia annou nced V ance had s u c-
cu m bed. S heriff ’ s  departm ent 
Captain Tyree Jones confi rmed 
his  pas s ing to W LBT-TV .

Two week s  ago,  it was  an-
nou nced that V ance had tes ted 
pos itive for C OV ID -1 9 ,  after an 
ou tbreak  of the illnes s  at a j ail 
he overs aw,  bu t it has  not been 
s tated that this  was  the cau s e of 
his  pas s ing.

V ance was  elected s heriff in 
2 0 1 9  after a 3 0 -year career with 
the J ack s on P olice D epartm ent. 
H e s erved as  chief of P olice 
from  2 0 1 4 -2 0 1 7 .

J ay J ohns on,  a J ack s on P o-
lice D epartm ent em ployee,  
was  s hock ed and s addened to 
hear of his  trans ition. J ohns on 
s aid,  “ Lee and I were lifetim e 
friends . W e s tarted at J ack s on 
S tate U nivers ity together in 
1 9 7 6 . W e work ed together at 
U P S  early on and later followed 
each other to J P D  in 1 9 8 7 .”

J ohns on s aid they were in 
each other’ s  weddings . “ R e-
cently we took  a pictu re to-
gether at the m ayor’ s  inau gu -
ration not realiz ing it wou ld be 
the las t tim e we wou ld s ee each 
other and have a lau gh. H e was  

Community shocked and 
saddened over the passing 

of Sheriff Lee Vance

Lee Vance celebrates his election as Hinds County  Sheriff at Johnny T’s in 2019.             PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

Mayor Lumumba (l) announces his appointment of Louis Wright 
(r) as CAO  

Mayor Chokwe 
Lumumba appoints 

Louis Wright as 
new CAO

Local businessman says he 
is just what the city needs

 By Jackie Hampton
Publ ish er

Mississippi weekend virus cases increase six-fold in 3 weeks

F O R  THE PR O TEC TIO N O F  Y O UR SELF  AND  
O THER S D UR ING THIS C O V I D  PAND EMIC  - 
W EAR  Y O UR  MASKS, W ASH Y O UR  HAND S, 
SO C IAL D ISTANC E AND  GET V AC C INATED . 

-  THE MISSISSIPPI  L INK

 By Jackie Hampton
Publ ish er

T h e Assoc ia ted  Press

(L-R) Tyree Jones, Johnnie Byrd, Rob Jay, Lee Vance, and Jay Johnson at Mayor Lumumba’s second term 
inauguration held at the Jackson Convention Center, July 1, 2021
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W om en traveled to Mis s is s ippi 
J u ly 3 0 -Au gu s t 1  to attend H eal-
ing C ircle J X N W eek end R etreat. 
Ladies  traveled from  G eorgia,  
Florida,  Tex as  and Lou is iana to 
participate in a week end of heal-
ing,  photos hoots  and fu n. 

“ H ealing C ircles  are s acred 
s paces  for people to com e and 
du m p and learn how to deal with  
the pain,  s ham e and gu ilt they 
have been carrying for years . S o 
m any wom en s hared their s tories  
for the fi rst time and felt comfort-
able arou nd wom en with s im ilar 
s tories  and battles , ”  D r. J ay s aid,  
the organiz er of H ealing C ircle 
W eek end R etreat. “ Anyone can 
participate in H ealing C ircles  be-
cau s e we have all been throu gh 
s om ething and we all have a s to-

ry to tell.”
The event took  place at an 

AirBnB hou s e with a pool in 
north J ack s on. Ladies  were 
treated to m as s ages ,  m ak e-u p by 
celebrity m ak eu p artis t J . S tru k -
tu u r,  and dance clas s  by S hanik a 
Kelly Lee,  owner of D iam ond 
D ance C om pany and the P u rple 
D iam ond D ance Team . One of 
the featu red s peak ers  was  Fu nm i 
Q u een Frank lin,  a s piritu al healer 
from  J ack s on.

“ I have been on clou d 9 , 0 0 0  
s ince I arrived. Thank  you  s is ter 
for a lovely tim e. Thank  you  for 
creating a s afe s pace. Thank  you  
for heeding to the vis ion G od 
gave you . G irl,  this  is  only j u s t the 
beginning, ”  Mynya Kau fm an,  a 
participant from  Mis s is s ippi s aid.

“ D r. J ay,  thank  you  for pu tting 

together s u ch an am az ing event. 
My dau ghter and I have s tarted 
m y 4 0  day challenge, ”  Q u is hia 
E dwards  s aid,  one of the attend-
ees  who traveled from  G eorgia. 
“ Y ou ’ re an am az ing wom an and 
I’ m  s o happy that I attended the 
week end retreat.”

“ My goal is  to have H ealing 
C ircles  all arou nd the world. 
E ach circle will focu s  on a dif-
ferent grou p. W e will do circles  
for cou ples ,  m en,  trou bled teens ,  
LBG TI com m u nity and m ore, ”  
D r. J ay s aid. “ W e have to inves t 
in ou rs elves  and do the work  to 
break  generational cu rs es ,  bad 
habits  and beliefs . The tools  and 
techniq u es  that we s hare at H eal-
ing C ircle W eek end R etreat can 
be u s ed by anyone.”

D r. J ay is  an au thor,  entrepre-

neu r and as s is tant profes s or at 
the his toric Tou galoo C ollege. 
S he is  the fou nder and director 
of C am p Fabu lou s ,  a leaders hip 
cam p for girls  ages  7  to 1 7  which 
s he has  been hos ting for over 1 0  
years . 

This  event wou ld not have 
been pos s ible withou t the s pon-
s ors . Thank  you  to the P eter 
D am on G rou p,  S onnie D es ign,  
H em p W orld,  V illage Kitchen,  
J . S tru k tu u r Beau ty,  Kelli Nicole 
Beau ty,  S weet U nk nown S ou th,  
Brok en G irls  J P ,  Irvin Law Firm ,  
C arthan E nterpris es  and The 
Fabu lou s  Life by D r J ay.

The nex t H ealing C ircle is  
s chedu led for October 2 9 -3 1 .

For more info about Healing 
Circles Weekend Retreat, visit 
www.theFabulousDrJay.com.

On Friday m orning,  J u ly 3 0 ,  
lives  were changed for a hos t of 
fam ilies  who had com e to receive 
free legal aid in as s is ting them  
with divorces ,  nam e changes ,  birth 
certifi cate corrections, visitation, 
em ancipation and gu ardians hip 
is s u es . This  charge was  led by 
k ey individu als  and grou ps  s u ch 
as  J ack s on P u blic S chools ,  H inds  
C ou nty H u m an R es ou rce Agency,  
Mis s is s ippi V olu nteer Lawyers  as  
well as  individu al lawyers ,  and the 
honorable chancery j u dges .

“ This  is  a clinic that we try to 
have at leas t once a year, ”  s aid 

J u dge C rys tal W is e-Martin.
Althou gh C ovid prevented the 

clinic from  being held in 2 0 2 0 ,  
they were able to hos t this  year 
with m as k s  and s ocial dis tancing 
in place.

For fam ilies  that can’ t afford an 
attorney in cas es  that fall u nder 
fam ily law,  this  is  and m ay be their 
greates t opportu nity to handle the-
s es  cas es  with as s is tance. U nlik e 
crim inal cas es  that will as s ign you  
an attorney if you  can’ t afford one,  
this  does  not hold tru e in fam ily 
cas es .

One area that s tood ou t was  
gu ardians hip becau s e you  have 
s o m any relatives  tak ing care of 

children that are not biologically 
theirs ,  and this  can pres ent an is s u e 
with s u ch things  as  enrolling them  
in s chool or m ak ing decis ions  for 
them  at a hos pital. 

R epres entatives  from  J ack s on 
P u blic S chools  and the D epart-
m ent H u m an S ervices  were on s ite 
to help ans wer any related q u es -
tions .

I s pok e with J u dge Tiffany 
G rove,  who repres ents  the 5 th 
D is trict of H inds  C ou nty,  and 
J u dge C rys tal W is e-Martin,  who 
repres ents  S u b D is trict 2  of H inds  
C ou nty. I was  im pres s ed not only 
by their s incerity and intelligence,  
bu t by their patience and willing-

nes s  to work  with clients  and the 
general pu blic. After all how m any 
tim es ,  after they are elected,  do 
elected offi cials actually interact 
with the general pu blic?  U s u ally 
not u ntil its  tim e to vote again. 

One thing that s om e of the attor-
neys  and j u dges  agreed on was  that 
they felt good abou t the proj ect 
becau s e it allows  them  to do what 
they went to law s chool for,  which 
is  to help people in need. 

For nearly 4 0  years ,  m em bers  
of MV LP  have provided free legal 
as s is tance to m or

Visit the website of the MVLP 
(Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers) at 
WWW.MVLP.ORG
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Healing Circle JXN Weekend Retreat

Chancery Court hosts free legal clinic

Healing Circle JXN Weekend Retreat ladies (l-r) Mynya Kaufman, Alana 
Smith, Quisha Edwards, Genette Holmes, Ulanda Bowens and Edelia “Dr. 
Jay” Carthan                                                    PHOTO BY DERRICK HICKS

(L-R) Carlyn Hicks, Hinds Co. Court Judge; Crystal Wise Martin, 
Hinds Co. Chancery Court Judge; Denise Owens, Chancery Court 
Judge; Tiffany Grove, Chancery Court Judge; and Gayla C. Sanders, 
executive director of MVLP                   PHOTO BY KEVIN BRADLEY

S p ec ia l  to T h e M ississip p i L ink  

By Kevin Bradley, 
Contributing  W riter



a professional in his field with the city and the 
county and will be greatly missed,” Johnson 
said.

Rob Jay, who serves as assistant athletic di-
rector for JSU Media, was a long-time friend 
of Vance. He said, “I still cannot believe this. 
I was so upset when I received the news, I had 
to leave work.”

In describing their friendship Rob said, “We 
were good friends and followed some of the 
same tracks. We both attended Lanier High 
School, we both attended Jackson State Uni-
versity and we both majored in mass comm.”

Rob recalled when he worked at WLBT-TV 

he had a broadcast segment every Saturday 
morning called Chat with the Chief.’ “Vance 
was a great guest. Each week he would just 
go with the flow and though he was a profes-
sional guy, he also could just cut up,” he said.

Rob said, “When I left WLBT and started 
running Jackson State’s radio station, I devel-
oped a show called Metro Live’ and Vance 
was the first one on the show. Lee always 
showed up when I needed him.”

Rob recalled how much fun they had at the 
mayor’s inauguration and like Jay Johnson, he 
did not know that would be the last time they 
would have that kind of fun together.

and other city leaders, a lot 
of great things can be accom-
plished. He admitted he will 
be carrying a lot of weight 
on his shoulders but with the 
confidence the mayor and oth-
ers have in him, he is looking 
forward to serving in this ca-
pacity.

Wright said, “I am not so 
na ve to think there are not 
challenges ahead, but I feel 
the Lord has prepared me for 
this role.” 

The CAO is responsible for 
coordinating and directing the 
operations of the various de-
partments and function of the 
municipal government. The 
city has approximately 1,700 
employees and a budget of 
more than $350 million.

Wright is married to C. De-
nise Wright and they are the 
parents of two children, Lou-
is Wright Jr. and EuShawn 
Smith. They have 4 grand-
children with one more on the 
way.

Wright is a life-long mem-
ber of College Hill Baptist 
Church where he serves as a 
deacon, superintendent of the 
Sunday School and chairman 
of the Trustee Board.

College Hill pastor Rev. 
Chauncey Jordan and other 
church members congratu-
lated Wright during a OOM 
executive board meeting 
Monday night.

James Covington, a local 
Jackson businessman, is a 
long-time friend of Wright’s. 
He said, “Sometimes the 
times find us. What a great ap-
pointment by Mayor Lumum-
ba. I’ve known Louis Wright 
for more than 35 years from 
our days together at Missis-
sippi Power  Light, now En-
tergy. He is a seasoned corpo-
rate manager with more than 
45 year of experience. He has 
a calming spirit. Louis could 
have retired and enjoyed his 
life but instead decided to take 
those years of experience and 
help solve problems in our 
city.”

“He’s just what the city 
needs.”

V a nce
Continued from page 1

W r ig h t
Continued from page 1

C ov id
Continued from page 1

unvaccinated and vaccinated children 
shouldn’t be treated differently. Some 
also expressed concerns about finding 
child care if their children was forced to 
quarantine.

Valerie Riley, who held the “Our Bod-
ies, Our Choice’’ sign, said her children 
would not be vaccinated or tested for the 
virus.

“I refuse to get something stuck up my 
child’s nose just so they can come back 
and be educated,’’ Riley said, according 
to the Dispatch. “My kids should not 

pay the price for not being vaccinated.’’
Meanwhile, Vicksburg Mayor George 

Flaggs Jr. released a statement Monday 
that he would be quarantining for the 
next five days while sick with the virus.

“After being administered two COV-
ID-19 tests, the first of which was nega-
tive, my physician has confirmed that 
the second test was positive,’’ he said.

Flaggs said he is “looking forward to 
a quick recovery’’ and that he plans to 
return to work in a week. Vicksburg is a 
city of around 22,000.
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Vance being sworn in as Hinds County Sheriff in 2019 surrounded by family.



Mike  E s py, form er S ecretary 
of the U nited S tates  D epartm ent 
of Agricu ltur e and a form er 
U nited S tates  R epres entative 
from  the 2nd D is trict of Mis -
s is s ippi, has  donated $25,000  
to the W illiam  and E lis e W inter 
E duc ation E ndowm ent.

The endowm ent is  nam ed in 
honor of form er G overnor W il-
liam  W inter and Firs t Lady E lis e 
W inter and was  created to un-
derwrite fi eld trips to the Mu-
s eum  of Mis s is s ippi H is tory and 
Mis s is s ippi C ivil R ights  Mus e-
um  for Mis s is s ippi s tude nts . 

“ The W inters ’ s  com m itm ent 
to pu blic educ ation and to bring-
ing Mis s is s ippi’ s  s chool chil-

dren to the Two Mis s is s ippi 
Mus eum s  – or as  he called them , 
“ Mis s is s ippi’ s  larges t clas s room  
– is  an ins piration to all,”  s aid 
Katie Blount . “ W e are grateful  
to S ecretary E s py for his  gener-
ous  s uppor t of this  initiative.”

The funds  from  the W illiam  
and E lis e W inter E duc ation E n-
dowm ent will be us ed to defray 
cos ts  s uc h as  adm is s ion, travel 
and on-s ite lunc hes  for s tude nts .

E s py is  a longtim e m em ber of 
the Fou ndation for Mis s is s ippi 
H is tory board and has  been a 
s trong pu blic advocate for the 
Mis s is s ippi C ivil R ights  Mu -
s eu m  from  the beginning. H e 
cu rrently work s  as  an attorney,  
cou ns elor and agricu ltu ral advi-

s or throu gh his  own law and con-
sulting fi rms Mike Espy, PLLC, 
and AE  Agritrade,  Inc. H e was  
als o a candidate for U nited 
S tates  S enate in 2 0 1 8  and 2 0 2 0  
from  the s tate of Mis s is s ippi.

To res erve or learn m ore about  
fi eld trips at the Two Mississippi 
Mus eum s , contact S tephanie 
King, fi eld trips coordinator, at 
sking@ mdah.ms.gov.

Two Mis s is s ippi Mus eum s  
hour s  are Tue s day-S atur day 9 
a.m .-5 p.m . The m us eum s  are 
open free of charge on S unda ys  
from  1 1 a.m .-5 p.m . and are 
located at 222 North S treet in 
J acks on.

For more information e- mail 
info@ mdah.ms.gov.
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In Memoriam 

September 10, 1947 – July 28, 2021

C larence “ Babro”  H opk ins  S r. was  born 
S eptem ber 1 0 ,  1 9 4 7 ,  in H inds  C ou nty,  MS ,  to 
J ohnnie Mae Love H opk ins  and H enry Terrell. 
As  a child,  he was  honored with a s u rrogate 
m other whom  he loved:  W illie D avis . As  a re-
s u lt,  he als o gained a s u rrogate brother,  J . W . 
D avis ;  they rem ained friends  for a lifetim e. 
Clarence’s son Patrick Rudolph preceded him 
in death in October 2 0 1 7 . C larence pas s ed on 
J u ly 2 8 ,  2 0 2 1 .

E du cation and Military C areer…
He was educated in the Jackson Public 

S chool S ys tem  at S ally R eynolds  E lem entary 
S chool and J im  H ill H igh S chool. U pon gradu -
ating from  J im  H ill in 1 9 6 5 ,  C larence j oined 
the U nited S tates  Air Force,  where he received 
ou ts tanding perform ance awards  throu ghou t 
his  three-year m ilitary career:  honorably dis -
charged in 1 9 6 8 ,  with the rank  of s ergeant. In 
1 9 6 8 ,  C larence entered J ack s on S tate C ollege 
to pu rs u e a m aj or in m athem atics ;  he attended 
for three years .

C larence loved his  alm a m ater,  J im  H ill 
H igh S chool. H is  pres ence and com m itm ent to 
the clas s  of 1 9 6 5  was  felt s trongly. In 1 9 7 6 ,  
he and a grou p of clas s m ates  organiz ed;  they 
elected him  as  chairpers on,  and he s erved 
faithfu lly throu gh s everal reu nions ,  inclu ding 
the 5 0 th,  u ntil 2 0 1 1 ,  when his  health began 
declining. H e continu ed as  co-facilitator with 
Lillie Lewis  from  that point. H is  clas s m ates ,  
as  well as  his  fam ily,  cons tantly s ou ght his  
k nowledge of his tory and other m atters . H e 
had ex cellent m em ory of African Am erican 
his tory and s ports  facts !

Marriage and Fam ily…
On S eptem ber 1 7 ,  1 9 6 9 ,  C larence and S hir-

ley Marie D iggs  were m arried. D u ring their 
m arriage,  three children were born:  C larence 
J r. ( J anu ary 4 ,  1 9 7 0 ) ;  Terilyn D eche’  ( J u ne 2 8 ,  
1973)  Patrick Rudolph (May 18, 1982). His 
m other J ohnnie Mae pas s ed in 1 9 8 1 ,  and he 
said Patrick’s birth in 1982, fi lled the void. His 
children and grandchildren were the crown-
ing j oy of his  life. C larence dedicated his  life 
to the nu rtu ring,  u pbringing and edu cational 
developm ent of his  three children. W hen the 
grandchildren arrived,  C larence m ade provi-
sions fi nancially for their growth and future 
edu cational developm ent. H e celebrated every 
one of the m any achievem ents  of each of his  
gifted children and grands .

C hu rch/ Faith…
As  a child,  C larence was  a m em ber of 

E vangelis t Tem ple C hu rch of G od in C hris t,  
J ack s on,  MS ,  where his  m other was  a faith-
fu l m em ber.  Later in his  adu lt life,  C larence 
joined Pearl Street African Methodist Epis-
copal C hu rch du ring the early 8 0 s ,  where his  
family was. He, Terilyn, and Patrick were bap-
tized on the same day. His message to Pearl 
S treet’ s  pas tor R ev. D r. S am u el Boyd S r.,  s ince 
2000, was: “I want my funeral to be at Pearl 
S treet.”

A Laudable Professional Career
In 1 9 7 0 ,  C larence began a career with the 

United States Postal Service. Across the next 
2 6 .5  years ,  he s erved well in variou s  pos itions :  
dis tribu tion clerk ,  m ail proces s ing s u pervis or,  
com pu teriz ed forwarding s ys tem  m anager,  
vehicle operations  analys t,  s tation m anager –  
W es t J ack s on,  m anager of s tations  and branch-
es ,  Baton R ou ge,  LA,  and m ail proces s ing 

plant m anager –  Baton R ou ge,  LA. The pivotal 
point of his  career was  J u ne 1 9 9 2 ,  when he be-
came the postmaster in Altoona, PA. After two 
years  as  pos tm as ter in Altoona,  C larence be-
cam e pos tm as ter in Ok lahom a C ity,  Ok lahom a 
and s erved two and a half years .

H e retired in 1 9 9 7 .
H e received nu m erou s  awards  du ring his  ca-

reer: Federal Employee of the Year and Postal 
E m ployee of the Y ear in 1 9 8 6 . H e received the 
Exceptional Performance Award ($3500) as 
Postmaster of Oklahoma City. 

A tim e of trou ble…
In J u ly 1 9 8 5 ,  C larence was  diagnos ed with 

a congenital s pinal cord illnes s . Following the 
s u rgery ( decom pres s ed s pinal lam inectom y) ,  
fl uid entered the spine and he was left partially 
paralyz ed ( incom plete q u adriplegic) . C larence 
refu s ed to claim  the inability to walk  again…
no cru tches ,  no braces ,  no pros thetics . At V A 
S pinal C ord R ehabilitation C enter,  Mem phis ,  
TN,  from  S eptem ber– Novem ber 1 9 8 5 ,  he was  
an ins piration to m any who were in rehab.

Throu gh determ ination,  m u ch prayer,  a 
pos itive attitu de and rehabilitative therapy,  
he regained m obility in his  legs  and m oderate 
s trength in the u s e of s m all m otor s k ills  in his  
arms hands. He returned to the Postal Service 
in a new pos ition in 1 9 8 6 ,  was  prom oted to 
the highest level in the Postal Service by 1992, 
and continu ed achieving ex cellence u ntil he 
retired in 1 9 9 7 .

Lifes tyle C hanges …
C larence was  an avid s ports  fan,  particu -

larly of the J ack s on S tate Tigers . H e loved the 
tailgate parties  and all events  s u rrou nding the 
big gam es . In 2 0 1 1 ,  C larence ex perienced k id-
ney problem s  and began dialys is . Althou gh he 
was  not as  m obile as  he had once been,  his  
fam ily and friends  s u rrou nded him  to ens u re 
that he m aintained a lifes tyle s im ilar to that 
of which he was  accu s tom ed. H is  children 
as s is ted,  bu t his  friends  J ohn C ham berlain 
( S nak e)  and R onald Lattim ore ( Latt) ,  were 
ever pres ent in his  life to accom pany him  to 
s om e of his  favorite places  and to the hos pi-
tal whenever needed. Latt was  a cons tant in 
his  life,  his  rock . H e s pok e well of Latt as  one 
he cou ld always  cou nt on… no m atter what. 
W hen C larence becam e u nable to travers e the 
s tadia for the variou s  gam es  and m ove abou t 
in large crowds ,  s on C larence J r.,  nephew An-
thony J ones  and friend J ohn S hinall m ade s u re 
that he enj oyed the bas k etball cham pions hip 
gam es  annu ally wherever they were held. For 
s pecial fu nctions  of the J im  H ill H igh S chool 
C las s  of 1 9 6 5 ,  and other events  he des ired at-
tending,  dau ghter Terilyn and granddau ghter 
R obin were his  as s is tants  ( dates )  and es corts . 
Many tim es  granddau ghter Brittany m ade s u re 
he was  at dialys is  at the V A Medical C enter.

The S trength of Fam ily…
The H opk ins  fam ily cam e together du ring 

the las t 2 0  years  of C larence’ s  life to m ak e 
s u re that he enj oyed him s elf and to m ak e s u re 
that he and his  brother R u dy were honored as  
the cham pion fathers  and heads  of the H opk ins  
fam ily that each had proven to be. The them e 
of the event was ,  “ Fam ily Over E verything.”  
About two years later, the most diffi cult time 
of gathering for the fam ily was  October 1 4 ,  
2017, during his 35-year-old son Patrick’s fu-
neral. Oh,  the heartache C larence felt,  bu t he 
was overjoyed that over 400 attended Patrick’s 
fu neral;  it was  a tim e of m ou rning and deep 
s ens e of los s ,  bu t once again,  it was  “ Fam ily 
Over E verything, ”  indeed,  it was  a beau tifu l 
celebration of Patrick’s short-lived life.

Thos e who will rem em ber…
Mem ories  of C larence will linger with his  

children and grandchildren:  C larence,  J r. 
( wife Ak ik o and s on J u s tice D ou glas  Taylor-
Adrien) ;  Terilyn D eche’  ( dau ghters  R obin Ni-
cole H opk ins  and Brittany Las hay H oward) ;  
brother and s is ters :  Z elm a R u dolph H opk ins  
( wife J ohnnie  –  dau ghters  and grands  Maret-
ta/ D ez j a-C ynthia/ J ayvon) ;  Fay H opk ins  E vans  
( dau ghter &  s on S abrina/ C ory,  wife D aphne) ;  
J u dith Ann H opk ins ;  E laine H opk ins  G rays on 
( Boyce –  dau ghters  C arlis a/ E lantra) ;  niece 
S abrina,  his  loving caretak er du ring the latter 
years  of his  life;  nephews  Anthony and R on-
nie J ones ;  a hos t of cou s ins ;  clas s m ates  and 
friends :  J im  H ill C las s  of 1 9 6 5 ;  J . W . D avis ,  
R onald Lattim ore,  J ohn C ham berlain,  H erm an 
“ Boochie”  C line and J ohn S hinall.

The Life and Legacy of 
Clarence Hopkins, Sr. 

Hopkins

Pictured left to right are Two Mississippi Museums director Pamela D. C. Junior, MDAH board president emeritus 
Judge Reuben V. Anderson, Mississippi Urban League president Portia Espy, former US Secretary of Agriculture 
and congressman Mike Espy, MDAH director Katie Blount, MDAH board president Spence Flatgard and Foundation 
for Mississippi History chairman Judge Fred Banks.

4  •  THE MISSISSIPPI LINK  www.mississippilink.comAUGUST 5 - 11, 2021

Espy donates $25,000 
for fi eld trips to Two 
Mississippi Museums

M ississip p i L ink  Newswire



Albert W ils on S r. was  u ns u re 
whether to tru s t the C OV ID -1 9  
vaccine when it cam e ou t. H e 
told his  fam ily he wanted to 
wait a few m onths  to s ee how 
it affected other people before 
m ak ing a decis ion abou t him -
s elf.

That was  before the 5 8 -year-
old m aintenance technician 
from  U tica was  hos pitaliz ed 
with the viru s  in J u ne. D u ring 
his  two week s  at S t. D om inic’ s  
in J ack s on –  the las t week s  of 
his  life –  he was  begging his  
wife and fou r children to get it.

“ H e told u s  to com e get the 
vaccine before he died, ”  s aid 
E ric W ils on,  Albert’ s  2 0 -year-
old s on. “ H e s aid if he ever 
m ade it ou t,  he was  going to get 
that vaccine. H e s aid he wis hed 
he wou ld have.’ ’

E ric W ils on,  a s tu dent at 
J ack s on S tate U nivers ity,  was  
one of doz ens  of people lining 
u p to get the C OV ID -1 9  vaccine 
at the his torically black  u niver-
s ity Tu es day. H e s aid he was  
nervous at fi rst, but he had to do 
it for his  dad.

“ I had to –  I prom is ed I 
wou ld, ’ ’  he s aid,  s itting in the 
au ditoriu m  s tands  afterward 
with a Band-Aid on his  arm .

The nu m ber of people re-
ceiving dos es  of the C OV ID -1 9  
vaccine in Mis s is s ippi,  one of 
the cou ntry’ s  leas t vaccinated 
s tates ,  is  increas ing s lightly as  
infections  s u rge in the s tate.

Arou nd 5 3 , 0 0 0  people re-
ceived either a fi rst or second 
dos e of the coronaviru s  vac-
cine the week  of J u ly 2 5  to 3 1 ,  
according to nu m bers  releas ed 
Tu es day by the Mis s is s ippi S tate 
D epartm ent of H ealth. That’ s  
after the s tate reported hitting 
a low of abou t 2 0 , 0 0 0  vaccina-
tions  for the week  of J u ly 4  to 
J u ly 1 0 .

The las t tim e vaccination 
rates  were s o high was  between 
April 2 5  and May 1 ,  when 
5 5 , 6 3 8  people were inocu lated.

Arou nd 1 .2  m illion people 
in the s tate of arou nd 3  m illion 
have received at leas t one dos e 
of the vaccine.

“ W e need 1  m illion m ore im -
m u ne Mis s is s ippians  to reach 
popu lation im m u nity, ’ ’  S tate 
Health Offi cer Dr. Thomas 
D obbs  tweeted Tu es day. “ D elta 
is  deadly.”

Mis s is s ippi s till lags  far be-
hind other s tates  for C OV ID -1 9  
vaccinations ,  with arou nd 3 5 %  
of the popu lation fu lly vacci-
nated. In V erm ont,  m ore than 
6 7 %  of the popu lation is  fu lly 
vaccinated.

The vaccination lag is  hap-
pening as  all of the s tate’ s  m aj or 
hos pitals  s ay they are once again 
at capacity with C OV ID -1 9  pa-
tients . Mis s is s ippi’ s  departm ent 
of health reported Tu es day that 
there were m ore than 1 , 0 0 0  pa-
tients  hos pitaliz ed with coro-
naviru s  in the s tate,  com pared 
with 228 on July 11. Offi cials 
reported m ore than 1 , 5 0 0  new 
viru s  cas es .

The s u rge has  created a new-
fou nd s ens e of u rgency to get 
the s hot for m any who m ay have 
been previou s ly hes itant.

D aniel Magee,  5 3 ,  s aid his  
s chedu le work ing nights  in 
J ack s on m ak ing s eating for Nis -
san cars made it diffi cult for him 
to m ak e tim e for an appoint-
m ent for a s hot. Bu t with the 
delta variant s preading,  he s aid 
he does n’ t want to tak e chances .

“It’s spreading like wildfi re. 
If you  don’ t get vaccinated,  it’ s  
lik e there’ s  no hope, ”  he s aid. 
“ G etting vaccinated,  it gives  
you  a better chance.’ ’

P au la Nels on,  who work s  at 
J ack s on S tate in the D ivis ion 
of Finance and Adm inis tra-
tion,  s aid s he was  relu ctant for 
a long tim e becau s e s he worried 
the s hots  were developed too 
q u ick ly.

“ W hen the nu m bers  began 
to grow,  m y m inds et began to 
change, ”  s he s aid.

Nels on s aid s he los t s om e 
people clos e to her to the viru s  

before the vaccine was  avail-
able. S he s aid s he wants  to tak e 
the opportu nity to do what s he 
can to protect hers elf and oth-
ers ,  es pecially her eight grand-
kids and fi ve children.

“ My grandm a wou ld always  
say, God gave you fi ve sens-
es ,  bu t he gave you  com m on 
s ens e, ’ ’ ’  s he s aid. “ C ons idering 
that I have s o m u ch to live for,  
I have a res pons ibility as  a citi-
z en.’ ’

J ack s on S tate s pok es pers on 
L.A. W arren s aid there has  been 
an increas e of interes t for the 
s chool to do week ly inocu la-
tions  in recent week s ,  es pecially 
am ong you ng people.

Kim berly Mcq u arter brou ght 
her 1 3 -year-old dau ghter Kay-
leigh Smith to get her fi rst shot 
of the vaccine Tu es day. S m ith is  
s tarting ninth grade in C linton 
nex t week ,  and s he’ s  worried 
abou t the viru s  being s pread at 
s chool.

W hen you  s ee there’ s  k ids  actu -
ally being hos pitaliz ed,  it m ak es  
you  want to do everything you  
can to prevent that from  hap-
pening to you r fam ily, ’ ’  s he 
s aid.

Mcq u arter got her s hot in 
March. H er 9 -year-old s on 
Kayden was  with the fam ily at 
J ack s on S tate Tu es day. S he s aid 
s he’ d let him  get the s hot with-
ou t q u es tion if it’ s  approved for 
you nger children.

J J  W eek s ,  a 1 9 -year-old wide 
receiver on J ack s on S tate’ s  
football team ,  s aid he didn’ t 
have tim e to get the s hot over 
the s u m m er while training and 
tak ing care of fam ily in Tex as . 
Now that he’ s  back  at s chool,  
u nvaccinated players  are re-
q u ired to wear m as k s  and tak e 
m u ltiple C OV ID  tes ts  a week . 
V accinated players  have m u ch 
les s  s trict gu idelines .

H e s aid m os t players  are 
choos ing to get the s hot for one 
m aj or reas on:  “ More freedom , ` `  
he s aid. “ That’ s  what really m o-
tivated m e.”

The Mis s is s ippi Board of E du -
cation is  recom m ending a s tate 
of em ergency in H olm es  C ou nty 
C ons olidated S chool D is trict,  
and is  recom m ending to G over-
nor Tate R eeves  that the H olm es  
C ou nty C ons olidated S chool 
D is trict be abolis hed.

The s tate board voted u nani-
m ou s ly Tu es day that an “ ex trem e 
em ergency”  s itu ation ex is ts  in 
the H olm es  C ou nty C ons olidated 
S chool D is trict citing nu m erou s  
s tate and federal accreditations  
violations ,  a continu ed pattern of 
poor academ ic perform ance,  and 
failu re to com ply with s tandards  
that s u s tain a s afe s chool clim ate.

“ A S tate of E m ergency is  de-
clared in the H olm es  C ou nty 

C ons olidated S chool D is trict ef-
fectively im m ediately in accor-
dance with Mis s is s ippi C ode 3 7 -
1 7 -1 3 , ”  R os em ary Au ltm an s aid 
at the hearing.

The H olm es  C ou nty S chool 
Board will be abolis hed along 
with the s u perintendent contin-
gent u pon G overnor R eeves ’  s ig-
natu re. D r. J ennier W ils on was  
nam ed interim  s u perintendent in 
the dis trict.

“ S tate law req u ires  the board 
to intervene when conditions  
in a dis trict reach a cris is  level 
that j eopardiz es  the s afety,  s ecu -
rity and edu cational interes ts  of 
s tu dents , ”  s aid R os em ary Au lt-
m an,  s chool board chair. “ E very 
s tu dent in the H olm es  C ou nty 
C ons olidated S chool D is trict 
des erves  a s afe,  s ecu re and high-

q u ality learning environm ent.”
The dis trict was  fou nd in vio-

lation of 2 6  of the 3 2  accredita-
tion s tandards . A 4 0 0  page au dit 
report condu cted by the Mis s is -
s ippi D epartm ent of E du cation 
fou nd im proper s pending,  u nli-
cens ed teachers  in the clas s room ,  
and inaccu rate record k eeping 
and accou nting.

The m os t recent report card 
s howed fou r of the s ix  s chools  had 
a D  rating,  and two of the s chools  
in the dis trict are rated F s chools . 
The 2 , 5 0 0  s tu dent s chool dis trict 
is  s et to s tart s chool Thu rs day.

H olm es  C ou nty is  the poores t 
cou nty in the U nited S tates ,  and 
has  a popu lation of abou t 1 7 , 0 0 0  
citiz ens . According to the C en-
s u s  Bu reau ,  3 3 .8 %  of the res i-
dents  live in poverty.

The U nivers ity of Mis s is s ippi 
has  reached a s ettlem ent with 
an as s is tant profes s or who was  
term inated after pu blicly criti-
ciz ing the s chool as  racis t while 
s peak ing ou t for crim inal j u s tice 
reform .

D etails  of the s ettlem ent re-
mained confi dential, including 
how m u ch m oney the u nivers ity 
agreed to paid to G arrett Felber. 
University offi cials have never 
s aid the tenu re-track  as s is tant 
history professor was fi red be-
cau s e of any pu blic s tatem ents  he 
had m ade.

In a D ecem ber 2 0 2 0  term ina-
tion letter from  H is tory D epart-
m ent C hair Noell H owell W ils on,  
W ils on told Felber they had ex -
perienced a break down in com -
m u nication after s he rej ected a 
grant he was  awarded to s u pport 
a proj ect focu s ing on m as s  incar-
ceration and im m igrant deten-
tion. S he s aid he had refu s ed to 
m eet with her by phone or online,  
only in writing.

Felber has  as s erted that his  
term ination was  a res u lt of his  
ou ts pok en criticis m  of the u ni-
vers ity.

“ W e believe that D r. Felber’ s  
term ination violated the Firs t 
Am endm ent, ’ ’  attorney R ob 
McD u ff of the Mis s is s ippi C en-
ter for J u s tice s aid in a s tatem ent 
Thu rs day. “ This  all went down 
after his  very pointed criticis m s  
of the u nivers ity. The reas ons  
given for the u nivers ity’ s  deci-
s ion don’ t hold u p and D r. Fel-
ber had an ex cellent record as  a 
teacher and a facu lty m em ber,  in-
clu ding s tellar reviews  from  his  
departm ent chair.”

W ils on in-
form ed Felber 
that his  contract 
with the u niver-
s ity wou ld end in 
D ecem ber 2 0 2 1 . 
H e was  on leave 
at the tim e from  

the U nivers ity of Mis s is s ippi at a 
one-year fellows hip at the W .E .B. 
D u  Bois  R es earch Ins titu te at 
H arvard U nivers ity’ s  H u tchins  
C enter for African and African 
Am erican R es earch.

In October of that year,  Fel-
ber tweeted that W ils on had re-
j ected a $ 4 2 , 0 0 0  grant he had 
been awarded to s u pport S tu dy 
and S tru ggle,  a political edu ca-
tion proj ect on m as s  incarcera-
tion and im m igrant detention. At 
the s am e tim e,  the u nivers ity had 
recently pu bliciz ed a grant from  
FW D .u s ,  an organiz ation cen-
tered on Am erican im m igration 
and pris on s ys tem s  reform .

Felber s aid W ils on told him  the 
S tu dy and S tru ggle proj ect wou ld 
be a “ political’ ’  not “ his torical’ ’  
proj ect,  and that it cou ld j eopar-
diz e departm ent fu nding.

“ The real is s u e is  that ( the U ni-
vers ity of Mis s is s ippi)  prioritiz es  
racis t donors  over all els e, ’ ’  he 
tweeted. “ S o it’ s  not s om e m ythic 
politics  v. his tory binary,  bu t that 
this  antiracis t program  threatens  
racis t donor m oney. And racis m  
is  the brand. It’ s  in the nam e.’ ’

McD u ff s aid Felber decided to 
s ettle rather than s pend tim e and 
res ou rces  litigating the m atter in 
cou rt,  s aying he’ d rather s pend 
his  energy focu s ing on his  work .

The As s ociated P res s  reached 
ou t to a u nivers ity s pok es pers on 
for com m ent and didn’ t hear back .

Felber was  repres ented du ring 

the negotiations  by McD u ff and 
Attorney Naom i R . S hatz  of the 
Boston law fi rm of alkind Dun-
can &  Berns tein LLP ,  which s pe-
cializ es  in defending the rights  of 
s tu dents  and teachers .

Shatz said the fi rm is increas-
ingly concerned abou t u nivers i-
ties  ignoring and violating their 
facu lty m em bers ’  rights  to free 
s peech and academ ic freedom .

“ P rofes s ors  lik e D r. Felber 
have a cons titu tional right to 
s peak  ou t abou t inj u s tices  they 
s ee in their ins titu tions , ’ ’  S hatz  
s aid.

Felber has  accepted a facu lty 
fellows hip at Y ale U nivers ity in 
Am erican S tu dies  at the C enter 
for the S tu dy of R ace,  Indigene-
ity and Trans national Migration.

In a s tatem ent Thu rs day,  he 
s aid the U nivers ity of Mis s is s ippi 
is  a political ins titu tion.

“ W hen the U nivers ity of Mis -
s is s ippi was  cons tru cted with 
ens laved labor to reprodu ce the 
wealth and power of a handfu l of 
white m en,  it was  political. W hen 
it refu s ed to accept black  s tu dents ,  
it was  political, ’ ’  he s aid. “ W hen 
it arres ted and ex pelled the black  
s tu dents  it did adm it,  it was  po-
litical. And as  it continu es  to s u p-
port and benefi t from policing, 
pris ons ,  and other life-des troying 
ins titu tions  dedicating to u phold-
ing white s u prem acy,  ex tracting 
capital and devas tating the planet,  
it is  no dou bt political.’ ’

Leah Willingham is a corps 
member for the A ssociated 
Press/ Report for A merica S tate-
house N ews I nitiative. Report for 
America is a nonprofi t national 
service program that places 
j ournalists in local newsrooms to 
report on undercovered issues.

S TATE

Felber
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Mississippi COVID-19 vaccinations 
increase as virus surges

State Board takeover 
Holmes County Schools

Terminated professor settles 
with University of Mississippi

COVID-19 vaccine at an open vaccination site sponsored by the university and the medical center in the 
Rose E. McCoy Auditorium at Jackson State University in Jackson, Miss., Tuesday, Aug. 3, 2021. Wilson 
recently lost his father to COVID-19. AP PHOTO/ROGELIO V. SOLIS
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NW E A of P ortland,  Oregon,  a 
not-for-profi t research and educa-
tional services provider serving 
K-12 students, recently released 
new research that highlights a 
challenging year in education 
with most students making low-
er-than-typical learning gains in 
math and reading. The research 
examined MAP Growth assess-
ment scores from 5.5 million 
U.S. public school students in 
grades 3-8 between fall 2020 
and spring 2021 and found:

 On average, students across 
most grades and subject areas 
made learning gains in 2020-21, 
but at a lower rate compared to 
pre-pandemic trends.

 2020-21 outcomes were 
lower relative to historic trends. 
Gains across 2020-21 were at a 
lower rate and students ended 
the year with lower levels of 
achievement compared to a typi-
cal year, with larger declines in 
math (8 to 12 percentile points) 
than in reading (3 to 6 percentile 
points).

 Achievement was lower for 
all student groups in 2020-21  
historically underserved stu-
dents (e.g., American Indian 
and Alaskan Native, Black, and 
Latino and or students in high 
poverty schools) were dispropor-
tionately impacted, particularly 
in the elementary grades that 
NWEA studied.

“As our nation continues to 
grapple with COVID-19 and 
its impact on every facet of our 
lives, this new research from 
NWEA illuminates just how 
devastating the academic con-
sequences have been for our 

nation’s children. While all stu-
dents have suffered from inter-
rupted instruction, students of 
color and students from low-
income families – who are more 
likely to receive virtual instruc-
tion but less likely to have access 
to suffi cient broadband and de-
vices necessary to access virtual 
learning – have borne the brunt 
of the pandemic’s academic bur-
den. It is vital that policymakers, 
school leaders and educators act 
on this crucial research to ensure 
that students who need the most 
support receive it,” said Marc H. 
Morial, president and CEO of 
the National Urban League, in 
response to the new research.

NWEA’s research highlights 
national trends from this past 
year, but local context matters. 
Thus, NWEA encourages com-
munities to dive deeper into their 
own data and insights to under-
stand the ongoing impact of the 
pandemic on their students. The 
experiences of individuals will 
differ from the national aver-
age, and communities must look 
beyond just academic indicators 
to understand the impacts. At-
tendance, school engagement, 

social-emotional well-being, 
family environment, commu-
nity support, unemployment 
rates, evictions and other factors 
should all be looked at holistical-
ly to inform actionable plans that 
are specifi c to the needs of their 
own communities as we start the 
long road to recovery.

“It’s important to remember 
that academic achievement is 
only one dimension of students’ 
education and these data alone 
cannot paint a complete picture 
of how young people fared this 
past year. For instance, our re-
sults cannot speak to the many 
ways students, families and 
teachers have shown incredible 
resilience and adaptability in 
the face of immense challenges 
that completely upended normal 
life,” said Dr. Karyn Lewis, se-
nior research scientist at NWEA 
and lead author of the study.

One thing is clear from the na-
tional data: students of color and
or those experiencing poverty 
were impacted at greater levels, 
exacerbating pre-existing ineq-
uities and calling for urgency in 
focusing resources.

“The data sets from the 

NWEA study confi rm the pro-
found impact COVID-19 had 
on families and students. They 
also highlight the stark inequi-
ties that existed before March 13, 
2020 – the pandemic grossly ex-
acerbated the disparities we see 
in the education sector,” said Dr. 
Michael Conner, superintendent 
of Middletown Public Schools in 
Middletown, CT. “However, the 
data sets also call for the holis-
tic redesign and transformation 
of an operating model that can 
fi nally ground the principles of 
innovation, creativity and equity 
in every fabric of our schools. At 
this juncture, we have permis-
sion to be bold, creative, inno-
vative and experimentative for 
acceleration and recovery. There 
has not been a time in our indus-
try where we can reimagine the 
traditional industrial model that 
historically marginalized stu-
dents. This is the opportunity 
where systemic change in the 
context of policy, investments 
and organizational practice can 
shift the trajectory of every stu-
dent we encounter.”

While these inequities are not 
new, the level of funding now 
available to help address the 
need is providing a critical mo-
ment to support those communi-
ties most impacted.

Along with the new research, 
NWEA released a series of poli-
cy recommendations to advocate 
for deploying the unprecedented 
federal funding to communities 
and student populations most im-
pacted by the pandemic, includ-
ing investing in school counsel-
ors and nurses to address mental 
health and social-emotional 

well-being of students, tutor-
ing and extending instructional 
time, professional development 
geared at meeting the needs of 
diverse learners and redesigning 
state accountability systems to 
better align with recovery plans.

NWEA is not alone in this 
advocacy. Like minded, equity-
focused organizations and voices 
are speaking up even louder now 
to support our educational com-
munity in the long path ahead.

“These data show in very 
stark terms just how much the 
pandemic took a toll on learn-
ing for all students, especially 
for students of color and those 
living in poverty,” said Deborah 
Delisle, CEO of the Alliance for 
Excellent Education. “Congress 
is making an historic investment 
in education with COVID re-
lief funding. It’s time for states, 
districts and schools to use that 
money to create systemic chang-
es that impact students now 
– and for generations to come – 
and make our education system 
more just for every student who 
walks through our doors.”

“It comes as no surprise that 
the shift to distance learning 
proved challenging for many 
students, parents and teachers, 
but the eye-opening numbers 
from the NWEA study show the 
true extent of the impact on stu-
dent learning, particularly on un-
derserved students,” said Janet 
Murgu a, president and CEO of 
UnidosUS. “While many Latino 
households continue the struggle 
to recover from the effects of 
the pandemic, a particular focus 
must be on ensuring that stu-
dents can succeed regardless of 

their racial ethnic and economic 
background. As we prepare for 
the upcoming school year, it is 
critical that our leaders priori-
tize investments in our schools 
so that our students are equipped 
with the support and resources 
they need to succeed. Only then 
can we continue to make prog-
ress in bridging the achievement 
gap.”

There is a lot of work for us to 
do going forward.

“NWEA’s research confi rms 
how deeply students of color and 
students from low-income com-
munities have been affected by 
the pandemic. The road ahead is 
an opportunity to focus on per-
sonalized, mastery-based learn-
ing – and to give every student 
everywhere the chance to fi ll in 
gaps,” said Sal Khan, founder 
and CEO of Khan Academy.

“Our purpose in sharing this 
research was not to tell teach-
ers how challenging this last 
year was. They understand bet-
ter than anyone what it was like 
for students and what they need 
to do when they enter those 
classrooms this fall,” said Chris 
Minnich, CEO of NWEA. “Our 
call for radical collaboration is 
directed at those who work in 
support of educators. We must 
remove any barriers in the way 
of effective instruction, apply 
resources where teachers need 
them the most (and that means 
truly listening to what they need) 
and ensure there is support be-
yond this next year because that 
unprecedented federal funding 
will run out long before we’ve 
reached that education transfor-
mation.”
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Getting a COVID-19 
vaccine adds one more 

layer of protection.
This a d is a  public  ser v ic e 
o f  The Mississippi Link in 
pa r t ner ship wit h t he Met r o  
J a c kso n Sec t io n o f  N C N W .  
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W ith coronaviru s  cas es  ris ing 
acros s  the U .S . as  a res u lt of the 
highly contagiou s  D elta variant,  
s chool dis tricts  nationwide are 
m oving q u ick ly to im plem ent 
pu blic-health precau tions  in 
preparation for fall re-openings .

The s cram ble to pu t thes e 
precautions in place refl ects the 
intens e pres s u res  that s chool 
dis tricts  arou nd the cou ntry are 
u nder to reopen am id growing 
concerns  that m any s tu dents  
have s tru ggled to k eep u p aca-
dem ically du ring m onths  of 
virtu al learning. That pres s u re 
only intensifi ed with the recent 
gu idance the federal C enters  for 
D is eas e C ontrol is s u ed u rging 
s chools  to fu lly reopen in the 
fall,  even if they are u nable to 
pu t in place all the precau tions  
needed to contain the coronavi-
ru s .

Thes e m eas u res  inclu de an 
array of new cleaning regim ens ,  
s ocial dis tancing protocols ,  
contact tracing procedu res  and 
revam ped clas s room  layou ts . 
The concerns  are particu larly 
acu te in s chool dis tricts  s erving 
low-incom e black  and Latino 
com m u nities  that were am ong 
the hardes t hit by the pandem ic.

More than that,  m any s chool 
dis tricts ,  particu larly thos e in 
low-incom e com m u nities  of 
color,  are facing the ardu ou s  
tas k  of creating s afe environ-
m ents  in bu ildings  that are ag-
ing with poor ventilation and in 
grave need of m aintenance. 

he U .S . C om m is s ion on C ivil 
R ights  is s u ed a dis tu rbing report 
in 2 0 1 8  that fou nd low-incom e 
s tu dents ,  inclu ding black s  and 
Latinos ,  are forced to learn in 
“ low-q u ality s chool facilities ”  

that are poorly m aintained. The 
com m is s ion conclu ded that the 
s itu ation pos es  a threat to the 
health of s tu dents .

More than that,  s chools  that 
s erve high-poverty popu lations  
–  thos e with at leas t 7 5  percent 
of s tu dents  receiving s u bs idiz ed 
lu nches  –  operate in bu ildings  
whos e average age is  nearly 5 0  
years  old,  according to the m os t 
recent data available. E x perts  
s ay that thes e s chools  have had 
problem s  with air q u ality long 
before the pandem ic s tru ck .

As  a res u lt,  m any s chool dis -
tricts  are m oving aggres s ively,  
and creatively, to fi eld-test a 
variety of s afety m eas u res ,  pro-
tocols  and eq u ipm ent. In the 
proces s ,  thes e s chools  are pro-
viding s om ething of a roadm ap 
for other dis tricts  s cram bling to 
s afely reopen.

S om e s chool dis tricts  are 

work ing to ens u re s afe in-per-
s on learning with local cam -
paigns  that encou rage com m u -
nity vaccination for all who are 
eligible. Others  are leveraging 
innovative technology –  inclu d-
ing robots  des igned to iden-
tify and k ill the C OV ID -1 9  and 
other viru s es  and germ s  –  to 
clean and dis infect clas s room s . 
And s om e are even team ing u p 
with des ign profes s ionals  who 
are ex ploring ideas  on how to 
revam p clas s room  layou ts  and 
other s paces  in the age of C o-
vid.

At Ariz ona’ s  P hoenix  U nion 
H igh S chool D is trict,  for ex am -
ple,  s chool leaders  organiz ed a 
pop-u p vaccination event at 1 5  
s chools  in the dis trict,  team ed 
u p with ride-hailing s ervice 
Lyft to provide free trans porta-
tion to the s ites ,  and s u cces s fu l-
ly vaccinated m ore than 3 , 0 0 0  

people. P hiladelphia’ s  s chool 
dis trict,  whos e s tu dent popu la-
tion totals  m ore than 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  
has  tak en a s im ilar approach,  
lau nching a P hilly Teen V ax x  
cam paign to encou rage s tu dents  
to be inocu lated.

The Biden adm inis tration has  
als o m oved aggres s ively to help 
s chools  s tru ggling to pu t s afety 
m eas u res  in place,  particu larly 
thos e in inner cities . The ad-
m inis tration is  partnering with 
7 5  of the larges t u rban s chool 
dis tricts  and local pharm acies  
to help provide res ou rces  to 
s taff pop-u p vaccine clinics  on 
s chool cam pu s es .

Other s chools  are tak ing far 
m ore u northodox  approaches . 
In D eleware’ s  C hris tina S chool 
D is trict,  for ex am ple,  s chool 
adm inis trators  are m ak ing a pe-
cu liar bet:  that newly des igned 
C OV ID -1 9  k illing robots  will 
provide an ex tra layer of s ecu -
rity –  and eas e the concerns  of 
s tu dents ,  parents  and teachers . 
Adibot,  a tall cylindrical ro-
bot with high-grade cleaners ,  
s pends  approx im ately three 
m inu tes  in each room ,  em itting 
U V -C  light and s praying dis -
infectant,  which helps  to clean 
s u rfaces  and the air.

In dis cu s s ing this  approach,  
the D elaware D epartm ent of 
Education’s chief equity offi -
cer,  J am es  S im m ons ,  s aid that 
the C hris tina S chool D is trict 
was  an ideal place to tes t ou t 
the robot’ s  effectivenes s  given 
that the dis trict prim arily s erves  
a low-incom e popu lation that 
has  been dis proportionately im -
pacted by C OV ID -1 9 .

S om e s chool dis tricts  are u s -
ing this  m om ent to go beyond 
s im ply addres s ing the dangers  
pos ed by C OV ID -1 9 . They 

are als o as s es s ing the overall 
health and s afety of their bu ild-
ings ,  m any of them  in need of 
an overhau l to create conditions  
that prom ote learning and cre-
ativity.

“ The pandem ic has  u nder-
s cored the need to rethink  
pu blic s paces  and other s hared 
s paces , ”  s aid P au l S cialla,  
fou nder of the International 
W ell Bu ilding Ins titu te ( IW BI) ,  
a company that uses scientifi c-
bas ed approaches  to des ign-
ing bu ildings  that prom ote the 
health and well-being of occu -
pants . “ This  is  an opportu nity 
for m any s chools  to addres s  the 
im m ediate concerns  s tem m ing 
from  the pandem ic as  well as  
the long-term  health and s afety 
of the s chool’ s  s hared s paces .”

Indeed,  the IW BI is  in the pro-
ces s  of partnering with s chools  
and com m u nities  throu ghou t 
the cou ntry to ens u re s tu dents ,  
teachers  and facu lty can s afely 
retu rn to fu ll-tim e,  in-pers on 
learning. The IW BI is  review-
ing the health and s afety proto-
cols   agains t the high s tandards  
of its  W E LL H ealth S afety R at-
ing. Thos e s tandards  were de-
veloped by over 6 0 0  health and 
pu blic s pace ex perts  to provide 
the gu idance needed for orga-
niz ations  to im prove indoor 
health and s afety.

S om e of the s chools  that 
have achieved the W E LL 
H ealth-S afety R ating inclu de 
the Fairfax  C ou nty,  V irginia 
s chool dis trict,  where adm in-
is trators  collaborated with the 
IW BI to help s afegu ard agains t 
C OV ID -1 9  throu ghou t its  2 1 9  
s chool facilities ,  as  well as  the 
U pper S t. C lair S chool D is trict,  
located in P itts bu rgh P enns yl-
vania.

According to recent report-
ing of a s tu dy condu cted by the 
W ell Living Lab in collabora-
tion with the Mayo C linic and 
the U nivers ity of Minnes ota,  
air fi ltration systems can add 
an ex tra s afegu ard that lim its  
the aeros ol s pread of viral par-
ticles . The res earchers  bu ilt an 
ex perim ental clas s room  and 
obs erved how adding portable 
air purifi ers to a classroom may 
result in up to fi ve times lower 
particle concentrations  in the 
air throu ghou t the entire room .   
The s tu dy als o obs erved that 
adding portable air purifi ers 
provided a signifi cant reduction 
in the rate at which infectiou s  
particles  depos it on s u rfaces  
com pared to u s ing an H V AC  
system (with MERV fi ltration).

The fi ndings from the WELL 
Living Lab’ s  s tu dy were s im ilar 
to a recent s tu dy by the C en-
ters  for D is eas e C ontrol and 
P revention. S chool dis tricts  are 
res ponding to this  breadth of re-
s earch on particle trans m is s ion 
by investing in air fi ltrations 
s ys tem s . For ex am ple,  the New 
Y ork  C ity D epartm ent of E du -
cation pu rchas ed over 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  
portable air purifi cation units 
from  the leading wellnes s  tech-
nology com pany,  D elos . 

IW BI’ s  S cialla s ays  they are 
in talk s  with doz ens  of other 
dis tricts  and are particu larly fo-
cu s ed on low-incom e,  m inority 
popu lations  that have been rav-
aged by the pandem ic.

S aid S cialla,  “ Teachers  and 
s chool adm inis trators  have 
enou gh on their plate. W e hope 
that the W E LL H ealth-S afety 
R ating will give s tu dents ,  par-
ents  and com m u nities  at large 
the peace of m ind they need to 
fu lly retu rn to the clas s room .”
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Mu ch too often,  people u s e 
work ou t rou tines  that was te 
tim e,  energy and m oney. E x er-
cis e s hou ld be a part of every-
one’ s  lifes tyle m ale or fem ale. 

Fitting an ex ercis e rou tine 
into you r lifes tyle is  not the 
eas ies t tas k  in the world. There 
are plenty of ex cu s es  to k eep 
you  from  work ing ou t. Bu t 
there are a few s ecrets  that can 
get you on track for an effi cient 
and produ ctive work ou t. S ecret 
# 1 :  W r i t e  i t  d o w n .

A fi tness journal can be one 
of the m os t im portant things  
you can do for your fi tness 
program . W riting down you r 
program  helps  you  k eep track  
of your fi tness program. You’ll 
als o s ee if you ’ re s tick ing to 
your program. A journal will 
k eep you  hones t,  ins pire you  to 
ex ercis e harder and have a plan 
to make better goals. A fi tness 
journal will also give you a re-
m inder to work  ou t. 

S e c r e t  # 2 :  T h e  r i g h t  a m o u n t  
o f  c a r d i o .

If you  don’ t do the right 
am ou nt of cardiovas cu lar 
ex ercis e you  won’ t get the 
maximum benefi ts from your 
work ou t program . An aerobics  
work ou t will help you  bu rn 
fat after 2 0  m inu tes  or m ore 
of continu ou s  m ovem ent. It 
tak es  the body 2 0  m inu tes  to 

s witch from  anaerobic ex ercis e 
to the fat bu rning s tage du ring 
a work ou t. S om e ex am ples  of 
aerobic work ou ts  inclu de 2 0  
m inu tes  or m ore of bris k  walk -
ing, jogging, bicycling, skating, 
s wim m ing,  walk ing in a pool,  
aerobic clas s es ,  racq u etball 
and jumping rope. Workouts 
that inclu de a lot of s top and go 
m ovem ents  will bu rn calories  
bu t are not cons idered aerobic. 
Thes e inclu de k arate,  volley-
ball,  weight training,  s printing,  
tennis ,  ballet and gym nas tics .

S e c r e t  # 3 :  D o n ’ t  f o r g e t  t o  

d o  s o m e  s t r e n g t h  t r a i n i n g .
S trengthening m u s cles ,  ten-

dons  and ligam ents  with res is -
tance ex ercis e will m ak e you  
s tronger,  help s u pport the s k el-
etal system and joints. Stronger 
m u s cles ,  tendons  and ligam ents  
can redu ce you r ris k  of having 
joint problems and help exist-
ing joint problems.

A com plete work ou t s hou ld 
inclu de ex ercis es  for each 
body part. This  will inclu de the 
ches t,  s hou lders ,  triceps ,  back ,  
biceps ,  forearm ,  thighs ,  calves  
and you r abdom inals  ( m ids ec-

tion) . S tart with 2  or 3  different 
ex ercis es  for each body part. 
G radu ally work  u p to 8 -1 2  rep-
etitions  for each ex ercis e. D o 
each ex ercis e 1 -3  tim es  to s tart. 
If you  can do m ore than 1 2  
repetitions  for a s et the weight 
is  too light. If you  can’ t do at 
leas t 8  repetitions  for a s et the 
weight is  too heavy.

S e c r e t  # 4 :  D o n ’ t  f o r g e t  t o  
b r e a t h e .

Always  breathe correctly 
du ring a res is tance-training 
work ou t. Inhale du ring the re-
lax ed phas e and ex hale du ring 
the actu al lift. For ins tance,  if 
you ’ re doing an arm  cu rl ( bi-
cep cu rl)  inhale as  the weight is  
lowered and ex hale as  you  lift 
the weight. D on’ t over ex ag-
gerate you r breathing becau s e 
this  can cau s e diz z ines s .

S e c r e t  # 5:  I t ’ s  o k  t o  g e t  
h e l p .

If you ’ re a beginner,  have 
s om eone who k nows  what 
they’ re doing tak e you  throu gh 
your fi rst few workouts. 
S trength training can be dan-
gerou s  if you  don’ t do the ex er-
cis es  correctly. 

S e c r e t  # 6 :  D r i n k  w a t e r .
W ater is  the bes t liq u id you  

can drink  before,  du ring and 
after a work ou t. Y ou  s hou ld 
drink  s m all am ou nts  of water at 
1 0  to 2 0  m inu te intervals . The 
body does n’ t s tore water very 
well,  s o if you  drink  a lot of it 

at one time your body will just 
get rid of it. R ead you r body,  
if it’ s  ru nning ou t of energy or 
it s eem s  affected by the heat,  
s top. Y ou  don’ t want to s top 
working out just because it’s 
hot,  bu t you  s hou ld u s e a little 
com m on s ens e when work ing 
ou t in hot weather. 

D rink ing water du ring you r 
work ou t helps  to increas e you r 
blood volu m e,  which will in-
creas e cardiac ou tpu t. C ardiac 
ou tpu t is  the am ou nt of blood 
being pu m ped du ring each 
heartbeat. The m ore blood 
you r heart pu m ps  with each 
heartbeat,  the m ore nu trients  
are trans ported throu ghou t the 
body. Thes e nu trients  provide 
energy for work . Many people 
ru n ou t of s team  du ring an ex -
ercis e s es s ion becau s e they 
don’ t replace water los t throu gh 
ex ercis e.

S e c r e t  # 7 :  C o n c e n t r a t e .
Always  concentrate on what 

you ’ re doing. Being careles s  
and tak ing you r m ovem ents  for 
granted can cause injury. Con-
centrating on each repetition 
when you  work ou t will als o re-
cruit more muscle fi bers to do 
work  m ak ing each repetition 
more effi cient.

S e c r e t  # 8 :  K n o w  w h e n  
y o u ’ r e  g o i n g  t o  w o r k o u t .

S et the tim e you ’ re going to 
work ou t. If you  don’ t k now 
when you  are going to work  

ou t you  won’ t work  ou t. Morn-
ing and evening ex ercis e have 
health benefi ts and potential 
pitfalls . The right tim e to ex -
ercis e is  not abou t how m any 
calories  you  bu rn or how m u ch 
weight you  lift,  it’ s  m ore abou t 
when exercising fi ts into your 
daily s chedu le.

There are s om e health is -
s u es  you  s hou ld check  with 
you r doctor before s tarting an 
ex ercis e program . If you  are 
diabetic or prediabetic,  ex er-
cis e can help lower you r blood 
s u gar and you r weight. Talk  
with you r doctor if you  have 
diabetes  related nerve dam age.
Y ou r doctor can tell you  what 
type of ex ercis e program  is  a 
good choice. Y ou  s hou ld als o 
pick  the right s hoes  with you r 
doctor’ s  help.

If you  have any form  of heart 
dis eas e,  you r doctor m ay s u g-
ges t s tarting you r ex ercis e 
program  in a clinical s etting. 
P rofes s ional s taff will m onitor 
you r heart and blood pres s u re 
as  you r program  gets  m ore in-
tens e.

If you  have k nee,  hip or back  
problem s  check  with you r doc-
tor or a phys ical therapis t before 
s tarting you r program . Other 
problem s  that m ight hinder a 
fi tness program include bal-
ance is s u es ,  m u s cle weak nes s  
and other phys ical dis abilities . 
Talk  to a profes s ional for help.

A few secrets to a great workout

FILE PHOTO/TRICE EDNEY NEWS WIRE

Schools struggle with reopening 
amid pandemic surge

Local offi cials test an array of approaches that offer hope for safe re-openings
By Hazel Trice Edney
T ric eE d ney W ire. c om

 By Vince Faust 
T ip s to B e F it 



E arlier this  
s u m m er,  I 
had a chance 
to s pend 
tim e with m y 
great nieces  
and neph-
ews . It was  

s o great s pending tim e with 
them ,  and I m arveled at how 
m u ch they’ d grown s ince I’ d 
las t s aw them . They were s o 
s m art,  fu nny and beau tifu l /
hands om e.

Seeing my confi dent 
1 1 -year-old great niece J ireh 
engros s ed in her iP hone m ade 
m e think  abou t a video m es -
s age her m other s hared years  
ago s howing her tak ing her 
fi rst steps on her fi rst birth-
day. J ireh look ed s o cu te in 
the video. S he was  wearing a 
white ones ie and her s t u bby 
little legs  were work ing hard 
as  s he m oved u ns teadily from  
s ide to s ide. W hatever s he 
was  holding in her right hand 

( which I cou ldn’ t m ak e ou t in 
the grainy cell phone video) ,  
dropped to the grou nd as  s he 
fell after tak ing a few s teps .

Then s he did the m os t 
am az ing thing. S he got right 
back  u p. S he didn’ t s it and cry 
hoping for s om eone to help 
her u p. As  s oon as  s he hit the 
carpeted fl oor, she leaned for-
ward and u s ed her arm s  to lift 
hers elf back  u p and continu ed 
walk ing.

I rem em ber when s he was  
learning how to balance in 
her walk er a few m onths  ear-
lier. It’ s  j u s t s o incredible that 
a few m onths  later s he was  
now walk ing on her own. It 
look s  lik e s he’ d decided that 
s he was  not j u s t going to 
walk ,  bu t s he was  going to do 
it well. 

W atching the video m ade 
m e think  abou t how we re-
s pond when we face challeng-
ing circu m s tances  that k nock  
u s  down. Lik e m y niece was  
trying to do s om ething new,  
we m ay be trying to do s om e-

thing new and are u ns u re 
about taking the fi rst steps. 
W e are ex cited and a little 
nervous taking those fi rst 
s teps . W e s tep ou t on faith bu t 
what do we do when we fall?  
Lik e her,  we s eem  lik e we are 
j u s t getting s tarted and then 
boom ,  we fall,  get dis cou r-
aged,  or wors e,  don’ t get back  
u p.

The video als o m ade m e 
think  abou t s om e pas t s it u a-
tions  where I tried s om ething 
new and thou ght I was  doing 
well. Then I fell by m ak ing 
m is s teps  and in s om e cas es ,  I 
was  k nock ed down em otion-
ally and s piritu ally. U nlik e in 
the pas t where I was n’ t hones t 
abou t how thos e k inds  of s it u -
ations  affected m e,  I ack nowl-
edged fi rst what happened 
and how it m ade m e feel.

W e k now that R om ans  8 : 2 8  
s ays  that all things  work  to-
gether for ou r good. H owever,  
k nowing all things  work ing 
for m y good does n’ t always  
neces s arily m ak e m e feel 

good abou t the s it u ation es pe-
cially when it hu rts .

As  I was  praying abou t it,  
G od led m e to Is aiah 4 0 : 3 1  to 
rem ind m e that it’ s  not j u s t 
abou t getting back  u p,  it’ s  
als o abou t choos ing to s oar 
abou t the s it u ation once you  
get back  u p.

Is aiah 4 0 : 3 1  s ays ,  “ Bu t 
thos e who hope in the LOR D  
will renew their s trength. 
They will s oar on wings  lik e 
eagles ;  they will r u n and not 
grow weary;  they will walk  
and not be faint.”

C hoos ing to walk  is  one 
thing bu t choos ing to s oar 
tak es  a new level of faith and 
tru s t in G od.

S hewanda Riley is a Dallas, 
T ex as based author of “ Love 
Hangover:  Moving From 
Pain to Purpose A fter a Rela-
tionship E nds”  and “ Writing 
to the B eat of God’ s Heart:  A  
B ook of Prayers for Writers.”  
E mail preservedbypurpose@
gmail.com or follow her on 
T witter @ shewanda.

SUNDAY
Worship Services

10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.
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On a recent S u nday,  abou t 1 0  
people s at ou ts ide the s teps  of the 
boarded-u p Firs t Baptis t C hu rch of 
V enice,  a centu ry-old congregation 
that,  to m any,  rem ains  a s ym bol of 
the thriving black  popu lation that 
once ex is ted in the s eas ide town of 
Los  Angeles .

They dis cu s s ed potential u s es  
for the church that would benefi t 
the com m u nity. It cou ld reopen 
as  a library to highlight the black  
his tory of the Oak wood neighbor-
hood,  s om e s u gges ted. Maybe it 
cou ld hos t coding clas s es  for k ids  
or s erve as  a s pace for interfaith 
gatherings . They als o s hared child-
hood m em ories  of the chu rch and 
lam ented the forces  trans form -
ing V enice from  a work ing-clas s  
and bohem ian artis t enclave to a 
wealthy neighborhood. They be-
m oaned the new geom etric box ed 
hou s es  lining the s treets ,  hou s es  
they s aid feel ou t of character with 
the area.

This isn’t an offi cial meeting. 
It’ s  not a chu rch s ervice or a dem -
ons tration. It’ s  m ore lik e a week ly 
teach-in they hold to let the pu b-
lic know about the signifi cance of 
this  chu rch –  and to m ak e it clear 
they’ ll continu e gathering u ntil the 
s acred bu ilding,  which they fear 
cou ld be a cas u alty of V enice’ s  
changing lands cape,  is  tu rned over 
to the com m u nity.

Their nearly fou r-year effort ap-
pears  to be m ak ing headway as  
the Los  Angeles  C u ltu ral H eritage 
C om m is s ion in J u ne voted in favor 
of des ignating Firs t Baptis t C hu rch 
of V enice,  and the adj acent park ing 
lots ,  a his toric cu ltu ral m onu m ent.

Now,  the city’ s  planning and 
land u s e m anagem ent com m ittee 
will vote on the is s u e in S eptem ber 
before it goes  to the Los  Angeles  
City Council for a fi nal vote.

“ It’ s  abou t tim e s om ething 
m oves  in ou r favor,  becau s e they 
try to act lik e we never lived here, ’ ’  
s aid Laddie W illiam s ,  a lifelong 
res ident of Oak wood.

W illiam s  was  enraged when s he 
learned in 2 0 1 7  that Firs t Baptis t 
C hu rch of V enice had been s old. 
S he k new s he had to do s om e-
thing,  s o s he s at in protes t ou ts ide 
the chu rch,  on the s teps  her grand-
father and his  s ons  pou red con-
crete on, helping put the fi nishing 
tou ches  in the late 1 9 6 0 s . W illiam s  
has  been s itting ou ts ide the chu rch 
s ince learning of the s ale.

Fou nded in 1 9 1 0 ,  Firs t Baptis t 
C hu rch of V enice corres ponded 
with the area’ s  evolu tion as  an ear-
ly enclave of black  res idents ,  and 
as  it ou tgrew its  initial locations ,  
m em bers  in the late ‘ 6 0 s  helped 
bu ild the chu rch bu ilding that s till 
s tands  in Oak wood –  the only area 
near the beach where black  people 
were allowed to his torically bu y 
property in LA.

The chu rch s erved the area’ s  
black  and Latino res idents  u ntil 
2 0 1 7 ,  when then-pas tor H orace Al-
len,  citing a s hrink ing congrega-
tion,  m oved the congregation and 
s old the chu rch for $ 6 .3  m illion 
to J ay P ens k e,  whos e P ens k e Me-
dia C orporation pu blis hes  R olling 
S tone and V ariety m agaz ines . P en-

s k e,  who cou ldn’ t be reached for 
com m ent,  planned to convert the 
chu rch into a hom e for his  fam ily,  
with a rooftop deck  and fou r-car 
garage.

Neighbors  lik e Naom i Night-
ingale were s tu nned,  referring to 
P ens k e’ s  plans  as  “ s acrilegiou s .’ ’  
Activists attribute the gentrifi ca-
tion of V enice to gang inj u nc-
tions  that cau s ed Latino and black  
people to leave the area and cite 
the tech boom  for ris ing hou s ing 
prices . The chu rch,  res idents  s ay,  
s erved as  a res pite to thes e k inds  
of is s u es .

Bis hop E lm er Lawrence 
H olm es ,  who led the chu rch for 
m ore than 4 0  years ,  m entored 
you th and res idents  im pacted by 
gang violence and inj u nctions . 
R es idents  rem em ber him  organiz -
ing peace m arches  arou nd V enice 
and repres enting the interes t of his  
neighbors  in local planning com -
m ittees . H e’ d advocate for traf-
fi c safety measures and regular 
s treet cleaning. “ H is  leaders hip,  
ins is tence on good character and 
proper behavior ex tended beyond 
the chu rch in the ex am ples  of prin-
ciples  repeated and dem ons trated 
throu gh dedicated paris hioners , ’ ’  
the city wrote in a report.

“ W e j u s t cou ld not allow it to 
fall into the hands  of s om eone who 
didn’ t have the religiou s  res pect of 
the com m u nity, ’ ’  s aid Nightingale,  
who learned of the s ale after s ee-
ing W illiam s  s itting on the paris h 
s teps .

Nightingale interviewed s ev-
eral Oak wood res idents ,  inclu ding 
thos e who were part of the chu rch,  
to learn what the com m u nity and 
the bu ilding m eant to them . S he 
as k ed:  “ H ow wou ld you  feel if 
you  drove down the s treet and the 
chu rch was n’ t there? ’ ’

H erm an C lay,  a deacon at the 
chu rch,  told her:  “ H ow wou ld peo-
ple in H ollywood feel if they wok e 
u p one m orning and they cou ld not 
s ee the H ollywood s ign? ’ ’

“ It took  fou r years ,  bu t we were 
relentles s , ’ ’  s aid Nightingale,  a 
profes s or and Oak wood res ident. 
“We’re still fi ghting because we 
s till k now that they haven’ t given 
u p.’ ’

In late 2 0 2 0 ,  the chu rch property 
was  s old again,  this  tim e to Lee 
P ols ter,  who in a J u ne com m u nity 
m eeting s aid he planned to “ re-
tain’ ’  and “ reu s e’ ’  the chu rch and 
tu rn the adj acent park ing lots  into 
a m ix ed-incom e hou s ing proj ect. 
P ols ter s aid the his toric des igna-
tion was n’ t neces s ary becau s e he 
planned to rehabilitate the chu rch 
“ while being m indfu l of the cu l-
tu ral im portance of the chu rch 
bu ilding.’ ’

Ou ts ide the chu rch,  a “ Black  
P rayers  Matter’ ’  banner hangs  
from the top fl oor. On the entrance, 
“ Matthew 6 : 3 3 ’ ’  is  etched on the 
boarded-u p doors . In giant letters ,  
“ Black  Lives  Matter’ ’  is  painted in 
the m iddle of the road in front of 
the chu rch.

The pu s h to pres erve the chu rch 
bu ilding gained m om entu m  after 
the police k illing of G eorge Floyd,  
when anti-police bru tality protes ts  
in s u pport of Black  Lives  Matter 
were held in V enice.

P R E S E R V E D

Learning 
to soar

Residents � ght
to preserve historic 
black church in LA

 By Shewanda Riley
Col um nist
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Firs t let u s  s ay 
the vaccine s aves  
lives ;  the life of 
the pers on vac-
cinated and the 
lives  of thos e they 
com e in contact 

with. The low deaths ,  if not 
no deaths ,  of thos e vaccinated 
s hou ld be proof for the dou bters .

S econd,  m as k s  s ave lives  as  
evidenced by the s tatis tical non 
s pread am ong thos e wearing 
m as k s  covering their m ou th and 
nose. This is a scientifi c fact 
well docu m ented. The com bina-
tion of vaccines  and m as k s  s ave 
lives . The vir u s  is  not political,  
only its  victim s .

This  brings  u s  to the is s u e of 
ou r children. All ou r children 
are victim s  withou t ou r inter-
vention. W e cannot give them  a 
vaccine,  bu t we can give them  
m as k s  and we k now the m as k s  
work  agains t the vir u s .

Q u es tion:  W hy pu t the chil-
dren at ris k  with ou r own per-
s onal is s u es ?  If the m as k s  work  
and children are given the op-
portu nity to u nders tand why it’ s  
neces s ary,  then we s ave little 
lives  and that’ s  m ore im portant 
than party politics  over the vi-
r u s .

U ntil the vaccine is  approved 
for children,  m as k s  s hou ld be 
a req u irem ent and the priority 
s hou ld be s aving the lives  of ou r 
children as  well as  ou rs elves .

Finally,  all elem ents  of gov-
ernm ent,  federal,  s tate,  cou nty 
and local as  well as  bu s ines s es  
s hou ld req u ire the vaccine and 
thos e who obj ect have a right to 
fi le lawsuits to sell the issue. The 
lives  of ou r children are m ore 
im portant than litigation. Let’ s  
tak e the vaccine,  wear the m as k s  
and live. Too m any lives  have 
already been los t du e to foolis h-
nes s  over vaccines  and m as k s . 

Let’ s  get real s eriou s  abou t the 
vaccine,  the m as k s ,  and ou r chil-
dren.

OP INION

The vaccine, 
the mask 
and our 
children

 www.mississippilink.com  THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 9AUGUST 5 - 11, 2021

It’ s  been s i x  
m onths  s ince 
the Biden-
H arris  ad-
m i n i s t r a t ion 
began,  u s her-
ing in an era 

of hope after fou r bitter and 
dis heartening years . W e have 
m u ch to celebrate. At the 
s am e tim e,  there are ways  in 
which ou r f u t u re is  waver-
ing on a k nife’ s  edge:  will 
we fulfi ll the promise of a 
m ore inclu s ive dem ocracy,  
or be dragged back wards  by 
the s am e forces  that tried to 
revers e the pres idential elec-
tion on J anu ary 6 ?  W ill ou r 
federal governm ent s tep u p 
to protect voting rights ,  or 
will m ore and m ore s tates  
s u ppres s  them ?  C an we pro-
tect and ex pand health care?

I am  prou d of the com m it-
m ent of advocates  who are 
pu s hing the Biden-H arris  
adm inis tration and the new 
leaders hip in C ongres s  to be 
their bes t. Bu t there is  anoth-
er critically im portant s tep 
we have to tak e if we want 
voting rights ,  or health care,  
or work ers ’  rights ,  reprodu c-
tive rights ,  LG BTQ  rights ,  or 
any of the rights we are fi ght-
ing for to s u rvive. W e have to 
fi x our Supreme Court.

For decades  now,  the s am e 
far-right forces that are fi ght-
ing j u s tice and eq u al rights  
for all ou r citiz ens  have 

been work ing to pack  ou r 
federal cou rts . Their crown-
ing achievem ent has  been 
the captu re of the S u prem e 
C ou rt,  now dom inated by 
u ltracons ervatives . The S u -
prem e C ou rt has  dealt dev-
as tating blows  to the V ot-
ing R ights  Act. It has  m ade 
it eas ier for com panies  to 
violate the rights  of work ing 
people. It opened ou r elec-
tions  to u nlim ited s pending 
by corporate interes ts . And 
it is  u nderm ining health and 
s afety regu lations .

This  m atters  greatly be-
cau s e even as  we welcom e 
the opportu nities  for change 
that we voted for in electing 
the Biden-H arris  adm inis tra-
tion and D em ocratic leader-
s hip in C ongres s ,  there is  
a real ris k  that laws  pas s ed 
now –  for progres s  that real 
people want –  cou ld be evis -
cerated by a far-right S u -
prem e C ou rt.

W e can’ t let that happen.
Fortu nately,  there are s olu -

tions  on the table. P res ident 
Biden has  for m ed a P res i-
dential C om m is s ion on the 
S u prem e C ou rt of the U nit-
ed S tates  to s t u dy ideas  for 
reform ing the cou rt. They 
include a fi rst-ever code of 
ethics  for S u prem e C ou rt 
j u s tices  –  a good idea in any 
era. They als o inclu de pro-
pos als  that wou ld addres s  
the u niq u e m om ent we are 
in now,  when the cou rt has  
been s o politiciz ed and dis -

torted by partis an interes ts . 
One idea is  to s et ter m  lim -
its  for j u s tices . Another is  to 
add m ore s eats  to the cou rt,  
which wou ld have a direct 
im pact in eas ing the cu rrent 
cris is  of a “ captu red cou rt.”

There will be lively debate 
over thes e propos als ,  inclu d-
ing pu s hback  from  tradition-
alis t s  who think  we s hou ld 
not m es s  with the m ak eu p of 
the cou rt. Bu t the nu m ber of 
s eats  on the cou rt has  been 
changed before –  not once,  
bu t half a doz en tim es .

It’ s  als o im portant to re-
m em ber that we didn’ t get 
here thou gh a traditional or 
norm al cou rs e of events . The 
cu rrent cou rt m ak eu p was  
achieved by cynical political 
m achinations  of Mitch Mc-
C onnell,  the form er S enate 
Maj ority Leader. McC onnell 
refu s ed to hold hearings  for 
P res ident Obam a’ s  S C OTU S  
nom inee Merrick  G arland,  
thereby s tealing the s eat for 
Neil G ors u ch. H e did this  
on the fl imsy pretext that it 
was  too clos e to a pres iden-
tial election. Then,  proving 
conclu s ively that he has  no 
s ham e,  McC onnell forced 
throu gh Am y C oney Bar-
rett’s confi rmation for the 
late J u s tice G ins bu rg’ s  s eat 
even thou gh voting had al-
ready begu n in the nex t pres -
idential election.

S o there are clear wrongs  
to be rem edied. The R oberts  
S u prem e C ou rt is  los ing the 

confi dence of the American 
people,  if it has n’ t los t it al-
ready. In its  cu rrent form  it 
is  becom ing a political body 
incapable of protecting the 
rights  of all,  interes ted only 
in thos e of the privileged and 
powerfu l.

And that m eans  S u prem e 
C ou rt reform  needs  to be 
an integral part of ou r cam -
paigns  for j u s tice and eq u ity 
on all fronts. We are fi ght-
ing too hard for j u s tice to 
s ee progres s  wreck ed on the 
s hoals  of a rock -s olid cons er-
vative cou rt. Let’ s  rais e ou r 
voices  for ter m  lim its  and 
m ore S u prem e C ou rt s eats  
at the s am e tim e we’ re call-
ing for the For the P eople 
Act and J ohn Lewis  V oting 
R ights  Act,  the E q u ality Act,  
im m igration reform ,  repro-
du ctive rights ,  health care 
and fair pay.

Let’ s  not tr u s t ou r f u t u re to 
a captu red cou rt. 

B en Jealous serves as 
president of People For the 
A merican Way. Jealous has 
decades of ex perience as 
a leader, coalition builder, 
campaigner for social j us-
tice an  seasone  nonprofi t 
ex ecutive. I n 2 0 0 8 , he was 
chosen as the youngest-
ever president and CE O of 
the N A A CP. He is a gradu-
ate of Columbia U niversity 
and Ox ford, where he was a 
Rhodes S cholar, and he has 
taught at Princeton and the 
U niversity of Pennsylvania.

To protect Democracy, 
we e to fi  t e 

Supreme Court

W hat m any 
of u s  have 
dream ed abou t 
for the pas t 
year m ay be 
tu rning into 
reality. Alm os t 

half of the nation has  been 
fu lly vaccinated,  the C D C  
has  annou nced bu s ines s es  
can reopen along with lifted 
m as k  gu idance,  and the glim -
m er of hope is  s hining bright-
er each day.

H owever,  as  we cling onto 
this  hope and adj u s t to what 
m any are calling the “ new 
norm al, ”  we m u s t not for-
get what we have learned 
and what practices  we m u s t 
bring into this  nex t chapter 
with u s . The reality for m any 
black  com m u nities ,  es pecial-
ly black -owned bu s ines s es ,  
is  that they m u s t continu e to 
rely on lawm ak ers  and regu -
lators  to protect them  from  
vir u s  s pread and ou tbreak .

A year ago, in a quick fi x 
reaction to the pandem ic,  
the FD A releas ed em ergency 
gu idance that lowered the 

standards for germ-fi ghting 
produ cts  lik e hand s anitiz er 
in order to get m ore on the 
m ark et. This  led to an ongo-
ing wave of hand s anitiz ers  
that both s m ell horrible and 
s eem  to do virtu ally nothing. 
Now,  a year later,  city s treets  
are refi lling, businesses are 
s tarting to operate at fu ll ca-
pacity,  and we have a m ore 
reliable s u pply of hand s ani-
tiz er. Y et,  bu s ines s es  are s till 
providing q u es tionable prod-
u cts ,  and we are even s eeing 
reports  of produ cts  with tox ic 
carcinogens  s teadily pop u p.

W ith this  in m ind,  I look  
to lawm ak ers  and regu lators  
to res olve this  is s u e. As  we 
com e ou t of this  em ergency,  
it’ s  tim e for the FD A to with-
draw the tem porary gu id-
ance,  and for C ongres s  to u s e 
its  power of overs ight to en-
s u re thes e tox ic produ cts  are 
off the m ark et for good.

W e want to provide ou r pa-
trons  and em ployees  with a 
s afe ex perience;  however,  we 
are not public health offi cials. 
C lear and cons is tent gu idance 
from  thos e in power is  vital to 
deciphering what hand s ani-
tiz er produ cts  are s afe and 

effective,  where they s hou ld 
be pos itioned in ou r s tores / of-
fi ces etc.

Becau s e as  is  the cas e with 
m any is s u es  in this  cou ntry,  it 
is  no s u rpris e that the black  
com m u nity has  been hit the 
hardes t by the ripple effects  
of C OV ID -1 9 .

As  the pres ident of the 
Black  C ham ber of C om -
m erce,  it is  m y res pons ibility 
to advocate for the 3 1 0 , 0 0 0  
U .S . black -owned bu s ines s es  
we repres ent. W ith reports  of 
hand s anitiz er produ cts  con-
taining high levels  of m etha-
nol,  benz ene and other tox ins ,  
how can thes e em ployees ,  
cu s tom ers  and bu s ines s  own-
ers  feel s afe?

Not only are black  people 
m ore lik ely to contract and 
die from  C OV ID -1 9 ,  bu t be-
cau s e of s ys tem ic ineq u ities ,  
black -owned bu s ines s es  are 
more likely to lack suffi cient 
res ou rces  needed to s tay 
afl oat and protect their cus-
tom ers .

This  s hows  that while s afer,  
m ore effective produ cts  m ay 
be available again,  withou t 
clear gu idance and acces s ,  
there is  a barrier to entry for 

them  to arrive at s m all,  of-
ten black -owned,  bu s ines s es . 
The lates t cens u s  s hows  that 
2 8  percent of U .S . bu s ines s es  
are black -owned. The U .S . 
econom y relies  on their s u c-
ces s  and health,  and we will 
not see them fl ourish if they 
continu e to be ignored.

The FD A fou ght to get m ore 
hand s anitiz ers  on the m ark et 
when we needed it m os t, bu t 
now we m u s t deal with the 
u nintended cons eq u ences  that 
cam e along with it and res cind 
the em ergency gu idelines . I 
hope that along with the FD A, 
lawm ak ers , es pecially thos e 
on the C ongres s ional Black 
C au cu s , are as  concerned 
abou t this  as  I am  and will u s e 
their power to s top it.

Black  bu s ines s  owners  
have enou gh on their s hou l-
ders . They do not need to 
worry abou t the tox icity of 
hand s anitiz er produ cts  they 
pu t ou t to protect their pa-
trons ,  bu t ins tead s hou ld feel 
confi dent that they have the 
s u pport of regu latory bodies  
to k eep them  s afe.

R on Bu s by,  pres ident &  
C E O,  U .S . Black  C ham bers ,  
Inc. 

Black-owned 
businesses look to the 
FDA to protect them

 By Ron Busby
Presid ent &  CE O ,  
U . S .  B l a c k  Ch a m bers,  I nc

 By Ben Jealous
Peop l e F or th e Am eric a n W a y

 By Dr. John Warren
S a n D ieg o V oic e a nd  
V iewp oint/ NNPA M em ber
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LEGAL

NO TIC E O F  APPLIC ATIO N F O R  A R EZ O NING 

Z O NING C ASE NO . 4 13 6

B y vi rtue of and pursu ant to th e auth ority and direct ion of th at O rdinanc e b y th e City 
Counci l  of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi,  appearing in M inute B ook 3 G  at page 115  th ereof,  no-
tice  is h ereb y give n to al l  perso ns interest ed in or in any w ay affect ed th ereb y ,  th at A l ph a 
Robinson has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application re-
q uest ing a R ezo ning from R - 4  ( L imited M ul ti- F amil y)  R esi dential  D ist rict  to C- 2  ( L imited)  
Commerci al  D ist ric t to al l ow  for a rest aurant,  co mmunity se rvi ce  ce nter and oth er rel ated 
C-2 uses for property located at 2000 Valley St. (Parcel: 163-231), in the First Judicial 
District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

LOT ONE (1) AND 2 (TWO) OF BLOCK 17 OF COLLEGE PARK ADDITION; PART 2, 
ACCORDING TO THE MAP OR PLAT THEREOF OF RECORD, IN THE OFFICE OF 
THE CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY, AT JACKSON, IN PLAT BOOK 4 AT 
PAGE 37 THEREOF, MADE IN AID OF AND AS A PART OF THIS DESCRIPTION.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, August 25, 2021, at which time all 
parties interest ed in or affect ed th ereb y w il l  b e h eard b oth  pro and co n on sa id q uest ion,  
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
reco mmendation to th e City Counci l  of Ja ckso n.  A ny ob j ect ion th ereto may b e made b y 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the 
City Z oning A dminist rator b efore sa id time if a h earing th ereof or co nsi deration th ereof 
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator 
at l east  7 2  h ours in adva nce ,  th e City w il l  take  st eps to acco mmodate ci tize ns need for 
interpreters or auxi l iary aids for th e vi su al l y/ h earing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PER-
SON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANC-
ING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFER-
ENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER 
PRIOR TO AUGUST 18, 2021.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of July 2021.

/ s/ E st er L .  A insw orth
Z oning A dminist rator
City of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi

8/5/2021, 5/19/2021

LEGAL

NO TIC E O F  APPLIC ATIO N F O R  A USE PER MIT 

Z O NING C ASE NO . 4 14 0

B y  v irtue of and purs uant to th e auth ority  and direc tion of th at O rdinanc e b y  th e City  Counc il  of 
J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi,  appearing in M inute B ook  3 G  at page 115  th ereof,  notic e is  h ereb y  giv en 
to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that John W. Craig has fi led with the 
Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to allow for the 
operation of a tattoo studio in an UTC Urban Town Center Mixed-Use District for the property 
located at 605 Duling Ave. (Parcel 47-16) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Missis-
sippi, and being more particularly described as:

LOT 1, lorena subdivision, a subdivision ACCORDING TO THE MAP OR PLAT THEREOF 
which is on fi le and of record IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS 
COUNTY, mississippi IN PLAT BOOK 1 AT PAGE 84, reference to which is hereby made in aid 
of and as PART OF THIS DESCRIPTION.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Con-
ference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, August 25, 2021, at which time all parties interested in 
or affec ted th ereb y  w il l  b e h eard b oth  pro and c on on s aid q ues tion,  after w h ic h  a rec ord w il l  
be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City 
Counc il  of J ac k s on.  A ny  ob j ec tion th ereto may  b e made b y  any  pers on ow ning property  w ith in 
the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time 
if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request 
is  made to th e Z oning A dminis trator at l eas t 7 2  h ours  in adv anc e,  th e City  w il l  tak e s teps  to 
ac c ommodate c itiz ens  need for interpreters  or aux il iary  aids  for th e v is ual l y / h earing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE OP-
TION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH 
REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIRE-
MENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY 
EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER PRIOR TO AUGUST 
18, 2021.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of July 2021.

/ s / E s ter L .  A ins w orth
Z oning A dminis trator
City  of J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi

8/5/2021, 5/19/2021

LEGAL

NO TIC E O F  PUB LIC  HEAR ING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR TUESDAY, AU-
GUST 31, 2021 AT 10:00 A.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL, 219 S. 
PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201. IT IS HEREBY SCHEDULED 
TO DISCUSS RENAMING OF CARNATION STREET FROM POCOHONTAS AVENUE 
TO HOLMES AVENUE TO REVEREND FRANK WILBERT JAMES DRIVE. IN CONSID-
ERATION OF THE FOLLOWING:

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI ESTABLISHING 
THE HONORARY RENAMING OF CARNATION STREET FROM POCOHONTAS AV-
ENUE TO HOLMES AVENUE TO REVEREND FRANK WILBERT JAMES DRIVE. 

8/5/2021, 8/12/2021

LEGAL

NO TIC E O F  PUB LIC  HEAR ING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR TUESDAY, AU-
GUST 31, 2021 AT 10:00 A.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL, 219 S. 
PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201. IT IS HEREBY SCHEDULED 
TO DISCUSS RENAMING OF ORA BELL (MA BELL) WRIGHT DRIVE FROM MARTIN 
LUTHER KING JR. DRIVE TO FLORA STREET TO BARBARA RAMSEY DRIVE. IN 
CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING:

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI ESTABLISHING 
THE HONORARY RENAMING OF ORA BELL (MA BELL) WRIGHT DRIVE FROM MAR-
TIN LUTHER KING JR. DRIVE TO FLORA STREET TO BARBARA RAMSEY DRIVE. 

5 / 4 / 2 0 2 1,  5 / 12 / 2 0 2 1

LEGAL

IN THE C HANC ER Y  C O UR T O F  HIND S C O UNTY  MISSISSIPPI
F IR ST J UD IC IAL D ISTR IC T

C ITY  O F  J AC KSO N MISSISSIPPI PLAINTIF F

V ER SUS G2021-009 8 5 G/ 2

J AC KSO N STATE UNIV ER SITY  
AND  ANY  AND  ALL UNKNO W N PER SO NS AND
ENTITIES AND  PAR TIES HAV ING AN
INTER EST IN PAR C EL #  14 5-27  LO C ATED
IN THE C ITY  O F  J AC KSO N MISSISSIPPI
AND  C O MMO NLY  R EF ER R ED  TO  AS
MO UNT O LIV E C EMETER Y

SUMMO NS B Y  PUB LIC ATIO N

THE STATE O F  MISSISSIPPI

To:  ALL UNKNOWN PERSONS AND ENTITIES  HAVING AN INTEREST IN PARCEL 
145-27, ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS OF PERSONS BURIED IN MOUNT OLIVE CEMETERY

You have been made  Defendants in the suit fi led in this Court by The City of Jackson Mis-
sissippi to acquire title to Parcel # 145-27 located in Subdivision 640 which is commonly 

referred to as  M ount O l iv e Cemetery  and is  more adeq uatel y  des c rib ed in an ins trument 
recorded in Deed Book 18 at Page 581.  The Jackson Cemetery Association was adminis-
tratively dissolved in May 1989.  The offi cers of the entity prior to administrative dissolution 
are not known.  Persons other than you who are Defendants in this cause are Jackson 
State University.

Y ou are req uired to mail  a w ritten res pons e to th e Compl aint to Carrie J oh ns on,  attorney  
for the Plaintiff(s) at Post Offi ce Box 2779, Jackson, Mississippi 39207-2779.  Alternatively, 
the response may be hand delivered to the Plaintiff’s attorney at 455 East Capitol Street, 
J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi.   

Y our res pons e mus t b e mail ed or del iv ered not l ater th an th irty  ( 3 0 )  day s  after th e date of 
fi rst publication of this summons.  If your response is not so mailed or delivered, a judgment 
b y  defaul t w il l  b e entered agains t y ou for th e money  or rel ief demanded in th e c ompl aint.

You must also fi le the original of your response with the clerk of this Court within a reason-
ab l e time afterw ard.

Issued under my hand and the seal of said Court, this the 9th day of July 2021.

E ddie J ean Carr,  Ch anc ery  Cl erk
Seal By: S Rankin, Deputy Clerk

8/5/2021, 8/12/2021, 8/19/2021

LEGAL

NO TIC E O F  APPLIC ATIO N F O R  A SPEC IAL EX C EPTIO N 

Z O NING C ASE NO . 4 13 7

B y vi rtue of and pursu ant to th e auth ority and direct ion of th at O rdinance  b y th e City 
Counci l  of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi,  appearing in M inute B ook 3 G  at page 115  th ereof,  no-
tice  is h ereb y give n to al l  perso ns interest ed in or in any w ay affect ed th ereb y ,  th at 
Betty Sullivan has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application 
requesting a Special Exception to allow for a professional (real estate) offi ce within a 
R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District on property located at 1611 Countrywood Dr. 
(Parcel 713-498) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being 
more particularly described as:

Lot 20, Fairwood Subdivision, Part 3, a subdivision according to a map of plat thereof 
which is on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, Mis-
sissippi in Plat Book 35, at Page 49, reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as 
a part of th is descr iption.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, August 25, 2021, at which time all 
parties interest ed in or affect ed th ereb y w il l  b e h eard b oth  pro and co n on sa id q uest ion,  
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
reco mmendation to th e City Counci l  of Ja ckso n.  A ny ob j ect ion th ereto may b e made b y 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the 
City Z oning A dminist rator b efore sa id time if a h earing th ereof or co nsi deration th ereof 
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator 
at l east  7 2  h ours in adva nce ,  th e City w il l  take  st eps to acco mmodate ci tize ns need for 
interpreters or auxi l iary aids for th e vi su al l y/ h earing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PER-
SON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANC-
ING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFER-
ENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER 
PRIOR TO AUGUST 18, 2021.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of July 2021.

/ s/ E st er L .  A insw orth
Z oning A dminist rator
City of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi

8/5/2021, 8/19/2021

LEGAL

NO TIC E O F  APPLIC ATIO N F O R  A USE PER MIT 

Z O NING C ASE NO . 4 13 9

B y  v irtue of and purs uant to th e auth ority  and direc tion of th at O rdinanc e b y  th e City  Counc il  of 
J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi,  appearing in M inute B ook  3 G  at page 115  th ereof,  notic e is  h ereb y  giv en 
to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Abdulaziz Yafai has fi led with 
the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to allow for 
th e operation of a tob ac c o paraph ernal ia retail  b us ines s  in a C- 2  ( L imited)  Commerc ial  D is tric t 
for the property located at 1189 E. County Line Rd. (Parcel 738-8-3) in the First Judicial District 
of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

TRACT I

A certain parcel of land being situated in Lots 1 and 8, Block 49, Highland Colony (Virden-
Hatch Place), a Subdivision according to the map or plat thereof, on fi le and of record in the 
offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, as now recorded in Plat 
Book A at Page 283, and being more particularly described as follows:

Commence at the Northwest Comer of Wildwood North, Part II, a subdivision according to the 
map or plat thereof, on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County 
at Jackson, Mississippi, as now recorded in Plat Book 23 at Page 19; run thence North 89 
degrees 56 minutes 55 seconds West along the South right-of-way line of County Line Road 
(as now laid out and improved) for a distance of 40.10 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING of 
the parcel of land herein described; said point being the Point of Intersection of the West line 
of a 4 0  foot righ t- of- w ay  ( undev el oped s treet)  w ith  s aid S outh  righ t- of- w ay  l ine of County  L ine 
Road; from said POINT OF BEGINNING, run thence South 04 degrees 24 minutes 10 sec-
onds  W es t al ong s aid W es t l ine of a 4 0  foot righ t- of- w ay ,  s aid W es t l ine furth er b eing 4 0  feet 
West of and parallel to the West line of the aforesaid Wildwood North, Part II, for a distance 
766.66 feet to a point; run thence North 86 degrees 04 minutes 09 seconds West for a distance 
of 578.27 feet to a point on the East top of bank of Purple Creek; run thence North 01 degrees 
54 minutes 05 seconds East along said East top of bank of Purple Creek for a distance of 
71.00 feet to a point; run thence South 89 degrees 59 minutes 55 seconds East for a distance 
of 221.00 feet to a point; run thence North 04 degrees 00 minutes 33 seconds East for a dis-
tance of 242.48 feet to a point; run thence South 85 degrees 59 minutes 27 seconds East for a 
distance of 69.97 feet to a point; run thence North 04.degrees 01 minutes 0S seconds East for 
distance of 418.13 feet to a point on the aforesaid South right-of-way line of County Line Road; 
run thence South 89 degrees 56 minutes 55 seconds East along said South right-of- way line 
of County Line Road for a distance of 296.36 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 
261,912.573 square feet or 6.013 acres, more or less.

TRACT II

T ogeth er w ith  th os e c ertain eas ement( s )  appurtenant w h ic h  c ons titute and interes t in real  prop-
erty  des c rib ed in R ec iproc al  E as ement A nd O peration A greement of rec ord in B ook  3 7 14 ,  
Page 384, as amended by Amendment To Reciprocal Easement And Operation Agreement of 
record in Book 5879, Page 958, as amended by Waiver For Reciprocal Easement And Opera-
tion Agreement of record in Book 5879, Page 972, as amended by Second Amendment To 
Reciprocal Easement And Operation Agreement of record in Book 6141, Page 001.

TRACT III

T ogeth er w ith  th os e c ertain eas ement( s )  appurtenant w h ic h  c ons titute and interes t in real  prop-
erty  des c rib ed in D ec l aration of Cros s  A c c es s  E as ements  and Cov enants  of rec ord in B ook  
5879, Page 989, as amended by Amendment to Declaration Of Cross Access Easements And 
Covenants of record in Book 6141, Page 009.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Con-
ference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, August 25, 2021, at which time all parties interested in 
or affec ted th ereb y  w il l  b e h eard b oth  pro and c on on s aid q ues tion,  after w h ic h  a rec ord w il l  
be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City 
Counc il  of J ac k s on.  A ny  ob j ec tion th ereto may  b e made b y  any  pers on ow ning property  w ith in 
the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time 
if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request 
is  made to th e Z oning A dminis trator at l eas t 7 2  h ours  in adv anc e,  th e City  w il l  tak e s teps  to 
ac c ommodate c itiz ens  need for interpreters  or aux il iary  aids  for th e v is ual l y / h earing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE OP-
TION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH 
REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIRE-
MENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY 
EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER PRIOR TO AUGUST 
18, 2021.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of July 2021.

/ s / E s ter L .  A ins w orth
Z oning A dminis trator
City  of J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi

8/5/2021, 8/19/2021

LEGAL

NO TIC E O F  APPLIC ATIO N F O R  A USE PER MIT 

Z O NING C ASE NO . 4 13 8

B y vi rtue of and pursu ant to th e auth ority and direct ion of th at O rdinance  b y th e City 
Counci l  of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi,  appearing in M inute B ook 3 G  at page 115  th ereof,  no-
tice  is h ereb y give n to al l  perso ns interest ed in or in any w ay affect ed th ereb y ,  th at 
Abdulaziz Yafai has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application 
requesting a Use Permit to allow for the operation of a tobacco paraphernalia retail busi-
ness shop in a C-2 (Limited) Commercial District for the property located at 5801 Ridge-
wood Rd. (Parcel 504-712) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and 
being more particularly described as:

B eing si tuated in th e S outh east  ¼  of S ect ion 1 and in th e N orth east  ¼  of S ect ion 12 ,  
all in Township 6 North, Range 1 East, City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds 
County ,  M issi ssi ppi,  and b eing more particu l arl y descr ib ed b y metes and b ounds as 
follows, to-wit:

Commence at the Northwest corner of Turtle Creek subdivision, Part 1, A subdivision, the 
map or plate of which is recorded in Plat Book 30 at Page 42 of the Chancery Records 
of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, and run thence South 89 degrees 54 minutes 
29 seconds East for a distance of 167.79 feet along the Northern line of the said Section 
12 to the Northern line of Atkins Boulevard Extension; thence continue South 89 degrees 
54 minutes 29 seconds East for a distance of 158.11 feet along the said Northern Line 
of Section 12 to a point near the center of White Oak creek; thence North 22 degrees 
06 minutes 39 seconds West for a distance of 38.48 feet along the said center of White 
Oak Creek; thence leave said center of White Oak Creek and run South 89 degrees 54 
minutes 29 seconds East for a distance of 35.38 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING for 
the parcel herein described; thence South 12 degrees 14 minutes 16 seconds East for 
a distance of 107.99 feet; thence South 17 degrees 51 minutes 04 seconds East for a 
distance of 53.34 feet; thence South 20 degrees 20 minutes 43 seconds East for a dis-
tance of 43.90 feet; thence South 36 degrees 44 minutes 08 seconds East for a distance 
of 9.48 feet to the said Northern line of Adkins Boulevard Extension; thence run 105.98 
feet along the arc of a 424.61 foot radius curve to the left along the said Northern line of 
A dki ns B oul eva rd E xt ensi on to th e W est ern l ine of R idgew ood R oad,  sa id arc h avi ng a 
105.71 foot chord which bears South 77 degrees 22 minutes 37 seconds East; thence 
North 00 degrees 33 minutes 31 seconds East for a distance of 227.92 feet along the 
said Western line of Ridgewood Road; thence leave said Western line of Ridgewood 
Road and run North 89 degrees 54 minutes 29 seconds West for a distance of 165.55 
feet to the Point of Beginning, containing 0.6887 acres, more or less.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, August 25, 2021, at which time all 
parties interest ed in or affect ed th ereb y w il l  b e h eard b oth  pro and co n on sa id q uest ion,  
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
reco mmendation to th e City Counci l  of Ja ckso n.  A ny ob j ect ion th ereto may b e made b y 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the 
City Z oning A dminist rator b efore sa id time if a h earing th ereof or co nsi deration th ereof 
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator 
at l east  7 2  h ours in adva nce ,  th e City w il l  take  st eps to acco mmodate ci tize ns need for 
interpreters or auxi l iary aids for th e vi su al l y/ h earing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PER-
SON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANC-
ING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFER-
ENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER 
PRIOR TO AUGUST 18, 2021.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of July 2021.

/ s/ E st er L .  A insw orth
Z oning A dminist rator
City of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi

8/5/2021, 8/19/2021

LEGAL

7/29/2021, 8/5/2021



COMPUTER AND IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN TRAINING
PROGRAMS From Ultimate Medical
Academy Offer Quality Healthcare
Education to Students 100% online.-
Ultimate Medical Academy: 1-866-664-
4140

GENERAC STANDBY GENERATORS
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a free quote today! Call
for additional terms and conditions. 1-
844-316-8630

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior and
Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-1028
NEVER PAY FOR COVERED HOME
REPAIRS AGAIN! Complete Care Home
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE.
$200.00 OFF + 2 FREE Months! 866-
934-1258
UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful
New Blinds and Shades. FREE in-home
estimates make it convenient to shop
from home. Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA. Call for free
consultation: 833-822-2608. Ask about
our specials!

AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save! Call: 833-678-0500
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
www.dental50plus.com/mspress #6258

SAVE UP TO 80% ON YOUR MEDICA-
TION. Eliquis, Xarelto, Viagra, Cialis and
more. Licensed and Certified. Lowest
Price Guaranteed. Call 855-813-7051
and get free shipping on your first order.
(Open M-F)
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-
ING available in over 90 newspapers at
one flat rate. To place your order for
statewide advertising, call Mississippi
Press Services at 601-981-3060.

DIRECTV FOR $69.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Package. Watch
your favorite live sports, news and enter-
tainment anywhere. One year of HBO
Max FREE. Directv is #1 in Customer
Satisfaction (JD Power and Assoc.) Call
for more details! (some restrictions apply)
Call 1-855-978-3110

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
8 7 7 - 6 2 8 -
3143

LIFE ALERT. One press of a button
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home and on
the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
855-686-5548 FREE Brochure.
STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR
DISEASE are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-855-393-
5067.

Week of August 1, 2021

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g I n s u r a n c e

H o m e I m p r o v e m e n t

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

F o r S a l e

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

Statewide
Classified Ads!
90+ newspapers for one low rate!
To order your advertising, call:

Mississippi Press Services
Sue Hicks, 601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3 118  Liv ing st o n R o a d
CASH & CARRY
C a pit o l St r eet   a nd Mo num ent  St r eet
CITY HALL
219  S Pr esident  St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
26 5 9  Liv ing st o n R o a d
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 9 5 7 N o r t hv iew D r  ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
203 0 N  Siwell R d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
43 3 1 H ig hwa y 8 0W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5 9 9 0 Medg a r  E v er s B lv d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 C a pit o l St  ( D o wnt o wn J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 04 B r ia r wo o d D r
DOLLAR GENERAL 
28 5 5  Mc D o well R d
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Ter r y R d
J & A FUEL STORES
3 249  Medg a r  E v er s  B lv d.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
23 25  Liv ing st o n R d.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
N o r t hside D r iv e
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
6 5 3  D uling  A v enue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
J a c kso n Medic a l Ma ll 
3 5 0 W  W o o dr o w W ilso n A v enue
SHELL FOOD MART
5 49 2 W a t kins D r iv e

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6 3 9 4 R idg ewo o d R d ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Ter r y R d ( So ut h J a c kso n)
WALGREENS 
3 8 0 W .  W o o dr o w W ilso n A v e

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - anton, MS
B & B
702 est orth Street - anton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 orth Liberty - anton, MS
BULLY’S STORE

hurch Street - anton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - anton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther ing Drive - anton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - anton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 hurch Street - anton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 est Fulton Street - anton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - anton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - anton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 estside Drive - anton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125  Swing ing  B r idg e  D r .
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5 777 Ter r y R o a d
CITY HALL
Ter r y  R o a d

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - linton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
a t  E x it  78
CITY HALL 
W est   C unning ha m   A v enue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
5 05  E .  Ma in St r eet
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port ibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 . Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 . ourt Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 ourtyard S uare, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi H wy 18
PITT STOP 
101 H wy 18  &  27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-316-8630

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.  
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power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 
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*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.  
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Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.  
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3.792 x 4

48 Web
3.556 x 4

46 Web
3.33 x 4

Are you at risk  
for stroke or 

cardiovascular disease?
Screenings are easy, painless 

and non-invasive.

Call Life Line Screening at  
855-393-5067

Special O�er for Readers
5 screening package for $149

Are you at risk  
for stroke or 

cardiovascular disease?
Screenings are easy, painless 

and non-invasive.

Call Life Line Screening at  
855-393-5067

Special O�er for Readers
5 screening package for $149

Are you at risk  
for stroke or 

cardiovascular disease?
Screenings are easy, painless 

and non-invasive.

Call Life Line Screening at  
855-393-5067

Special O�er for Readers
5 screening package for $149
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3.792 x 4
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3.556 x 4

46 Web
3.33 x 4

1-866-479-1028CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E N
ATION’S

G
U

T T E R GUA

RD

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full 

YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE
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LEGAL

NO TIC E O F  APPLIC ATIO N F O R  A R EZ O NING W ITH A USE PER MIT 

Z O NING C ASE NO . 4 14 1

B y  vi rtue of and pursu ant to th e auth ority and direct ion of th at O rdinance  b y th e City 
Counci l  of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi,  appearing in M inute B ook 3 G  at page 115  th ereof,  no-
tice  is  h ereb y give n to al l  perso ns interest ed in or in any w ay affect ed th ereb y ,  th at 
Miltoria Heath  has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application 
req uest ing a R ezo ning from I - 1 ( L igh t)  I ndust rial  D ist rict  to R - 4  ( L imited M ul ti- famil y)  
Residential District with a Use Permit to operate an after school care center for property 
located at 1110 Noel St. (Parcel 65-81-1) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, 
M is si ssi ppi,  and b eing more particu l arl y descr ib ed as:

B eing a part of b l ock A  of sp l it addition to th e ci ty of Ja ckso n,  and reco rded in su rve y or’ s 
record block A  at page 263 in the offi ce of the chancery clerk of the fi rst judicial district 
of H inds co unty ,  M issi ssi ppi and b eing more particu l arl y descr ib ed as fol l ow s:

Commenci ng at th e so uth w est  co rner of s aid b l ock “ A ”  of S pl it addition and in aid of th is 
descr iption reference  made to a l ater su rv ey of sa id property ,  kn ow n as s ch ool  su b divi -
sion, a plat of which is of record in the chancery clerk’s offi ce above mentioned and the 
property h erein co nv eye d is si tuated upon th ereon as an unnumb ered l ot in th e so uth -
west corner of said plat, thence run north 88 degrees 31 minutes east along the north 
l ine of b el l  st reet as  s h ow n on sa id sch ool  su b divi si on pl at 2 10 . 0  feet to an iron pin b eing 
85.0 feet measured along the north line of bell street from the found iron at the south-
east  co rner of l ot 2 0  of b l ock C of sa id sc h ool  su b divi si on;  th ence  north  10  degrees 2 5  
minutes east  al ong th e w est  si de of A  10  foot al l ey a dist ance  of 10 5 . 1 feet to an iron pin 
marki ng th e point of b eginning of th e property descr ib ed h erein;  th ence  co ntinue north  
10 degrees 25 minutes east along last mentioned call 89.1 feet to an iron pin in the south 
righ t of w ay of N oel  A ve nue as sh ow n on aforesa id sch ool  su b divi si on sa id iron pin b eing 
353.6 feet measured along the south line of Noel Avenue from the northeast corner of 
l ot 12 ,  b l oc k C of sa id sch ool  l ine of N oel  A ve nue 12 2 . 2  feet;  th ence  so uth  0 1 degree 5 3  
minutes east 91.8 feet; thence north 85 degrees 59 minutes east 103.3 feet to the point 
of b eginning and co ntaining 0 . 2 3 1 acr es,  more or l ess.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, August 25, 2021, at which time all 
parties interest ed in or affect ed th ereb y w il l  b e h eard b oth  pro and co n on sa id q uest ion,  
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the 
City Z oning A dminist rator b efore sa id time if a h earing th ereof or co nsi deration th ereof 
is desi red,  or b y co unse l  on sa id date.  I f a req uest  is made to th e Z oning A dminist rator 
at l east  7 2  h ours in adva nce ,  th e City w il l  take  st eps to acco mmodate ci tize ns need for 
interpreters or auxi l iary aids for th e vi su al l y/ h earing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE 
THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN 
PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DIS-
TANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELE-
CONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO 
REGISTER PRIOR TO AUGUST 18, 2021.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of July 2021.

/ s/ E st er L .  A insw orth
Z oning A dminist rator
City of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi

8/5/2021, 8/19/2021
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Five Florida police offi cers 
have been charged with bat-
tery connected to the violent 
arrests of two black men last 
week, prosecutors announced 
Monday.

Miami-Dade State Attorney 
Katherine Fernandez Rundle 
held a news conference to an-
nounce the fi rst-degree misde-
meanor charges against Miami 
Beach police Sgt. Jose Perez, 
Offi cer Kevin Perez, Offi cer 
Robert Sabater, Offi cer David 
Rivas and Offi cer Steven Ser-
rano. The offi cers had previ-
ously been suspended, and 
Fernandez Rundle said addi-
tional charges might follow. 
All fi ve offi cers turned them-
selves in earlier Monday.

Surveillance video shows an 
offi cer chase Dalonta Crudup, 
24, into the lobby of the Royal 
Palm Hotel in South Beach in 
the early morning hours of July 
26. The offi cer orders Crudup 
onto the ground at gunpoint, 
and Crudup complies. Mo-
ments later, more than a dozen 
other offi cers run into the lob-
by and surround Crudup, who 
can be seen on the ground with 
his hands behind his back.

Fernandez Rundle said body 
camera footage shows Sgt. 

Jose Perez kick a handcuffed 
Crudup three times, while Of-
fi cer Kevin Perez kicked Crud-
up at least four times.

Fernandez Rundle said sur-
veillance video also shows 
Khalid Vaughn, 28, using a 
cellphone to record Crudup’s 
arrest from about 12 feet away. 
Body camera footage shows 
Vaughn backing away at the 
instruction of an offi cer when 
Sabater tackles Vaughn to the 
fl oor and repeatedly punches 
him. Fernandez Rundle said 
Rivas and Serrano also struck 
Vaughn.

Offi cers said they initially 
followed Crudup into the ho-
tel because he struck a bicycle 
patrol offi cer while driving 
a scooter recklessly. That of-
fi cer was taken to a hospital 
for treatment of leg injuries. 
Crudup was charged with sev-
eral counts, including aggra-
vated battery on a law enforce-
ment offi cer

Charges against Vaughn 
of resisting an arrest with 
violence and impeding a po-
lice investigation have been 
dropped.

The police offi cers’ union 
didn’t immediately respond to 
an email from The Associated 
Press seeking comment about 
the battery charges.

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention has 
taken new measures to protect 
renters from evictions.

Over the past two months, 
the new prohibition on evic-
tions will apply to communi-
ties with high or substantial 
COVID-19 transmission.

“My hope is it’s going to be 
a new moratorium that in some 
way covers close to 90 percent 
of the American people or rent-
ers,” President Joe Biden told 
news reporters on Tuesday.

The president expressed 
fears that the order would face 
court battles after the Supreme 
Court ruled that an extension 
to the original moratorium that 
expired on July 31 could not 
occur without clear and spe-
cifi c congressional authoriza-
tion via new legislation. Still, 
members of Congress who had 
pressed the administration to 
act applauded the president.

“From the bottom of my 
heart and on behalf of millions 
of renters, I thank the president 
for listening and for encourag-
ing the CDC to act,” Congress-
woman Maxine Waters (D-
Calif.), the chairwoman of the 
House Committee on Financial 
Services, said in a statement. 
“This extension of the morato-
rium is the lifeline that millions 
of families have been waiting 
for. From the very beginning of 
this pandemic, it was clear that 
eviction moratoriums not only 
kept people housed but also 
saved lives,” Waters remarked.

Congressman Jimmy Go-
mez (D-Calif.), a member of 
the Congressional Progressive 
Caucus, also applauded the 
president. “Today, the Biden 
administration answered our 
call to provide a lifeline to mil-
lions of Americans at risk of 
eviction. This new executive 
order represents the degree of 
empathy and responsiveness 
that this national health emer-
gency demands,” Gomez as-
serted.

The Biden administration 
has repeated its assertion that 
there remains about $44 bil-
lion in federal COVID-19 
relief available to states and 
municipalities to thwart evic-
tions. The American Rescue 
Plan provided nearly $47 bil-
lion in aid, but states and local 
governments have used just $3 
billion.

“We need to continue work-
ing with local and state govern-
ments to ensure all of the funds 
Congress allocated reaches our 
constituents,” Gomez insisted. 

“While my House Democratic 
colleagues work to secure sus-
tainable housing solutions for 
the most vulnerable among us, 
I’d like to extend my appre-
ciation to President Biden for 
helping us pursue every avail-
able option to keep our con-
stituents healthy and in their 
homes.”

On July 31, 2021, Gomez, 
Waters, and several of their 
congressional colleagues sent a 
letter reiterating their ongoing 
calls for President Biden and 
CDC Director Rochelle Walen-
sky to extend the federal evic-
tion moratorium.

“As chairwoman of the 
House Committee on Financial 
Services, I have made it a prior-
ity of mine to ensure that both 
renters and landlords are sup-
ported,” Waters stated. “That 
is why I secured nearly $50 
billion in emergency rental as-
sistance that would go directly 
into the pockets of landlords to 
cover every penny of back-rent 
they are owed and keep strug-

gling families housed through-
out the pandemic. I urged cor-
porate landlords not to evict 
tenants, met with members 
of the Biden administration 
to expedite and simplify the 
emergency rental assistance 
program, and introduced leg-
islation to protect renters from 
evictions.”

The congresswoman con-
tinued: “This temporary re-
prieve will not go to waste. 
The CDC’s targeted eviction 
moratorium will buy time for 
state and local governments to 
get their act together and en-
sure that renters and landlords 
receive the money that Con-
gress allocated for them while 
keeping our most vulnerable 
off the streets. “In the days and 
weeks ahead, I will work with 
my colleagues in Congress and 
with the administration to help 
the governors, mayors and oth-
ers who are implementing this 
moratorium to get the money 
out the door. Renters should not 
be thrown out on the street.”

The FBI recently unearthed a 
deadly secret: top Ku Klux Klan 
members work in America’s 
prisons, holding unlimited pow-
er over inmates, including recent 
revelations in Florida where au-
thorities thwarted a plot to kill a 
black prisoner.

“I have long asked (Florida 
Department of Corrections Sec-
retary Mark Inch), to no avail, 
to investigate this problem be-
cause so many of these individu-
als hide in plain sight,” Florida 
Democratic State Rep. Dianne 
Hart said in a statement.

“Due to the reported interest 
in this issue by the federal gov-
ernment, I will now be asking 
the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion to conduct a thorough inves-
tigation into this matter and give 
recommendations to the Florida 
Legislature,” stated Hart, the 
Tampa native who’s affection-
ately known as “Miss Dee.”

Hart reacted to the revelation 
of a deadly plot by Klan-affi liat-
ed corrections offi cers to kill an 
African-American inmate.

The would-be murder failed 
because the FBI had a confi den-
tial informant inside a Ku Klux 
Klan operation that planned the 
killing.

It involved Warren Williams, 
a black man serving a one-year 
sentence for assaulting a police 
offi cer.

The court ordered Williams to 

receive mental health treatment.
When confronted by white 

prison guard Thomas Driver, 
who degraded Williams by re-
peatedly blowing smoke in his 
face, the inmate and the offi cer 
began fi ghting.

As other guards responded, 
they pummeled Williams, who 
required hospitalization.

Angered, Driver met with fel-
low klansmen and determined 
that Williams should die upon 
his release from prison.

An informant recorded all of 
the conversations between the 
klansmen – three were involved 
in the scheme – and made ar-
rests.

Driver received four years in 
prison for his role, while his co-
conspirators Charles Newcomb 
and David Moran got 12 years 
for the 2015 crime.

This year, Driver will com-
plete his four-year sentence.

The infi ltration of Klan mem-
bers and other white suprema-

cists in law enforcement has 
rattled much of America, partic-
ularly in the wake of the murder 
of George Floyd in Minneapolis 
last year.

During the January 6 domestic 
terrorist attack on the U.S. Capi-
tol, the FBI found that many of 
those involved were law enforce-
ment or ex-military members.

But, the concerns about racists 
patrolling America’s streets and 
prisons aren’t new.

An October 2006 FBI Intelli-
gence Assessment titled “White 
Supremacist Infi ltration of Law 
Enforcement” was de-classifi ed 
and unearthed in 2020.

According to the 10-page doc-
ument, white supremacist groups 
have historically engaged in stra-
tegic efforts to infi ltrate and re-
cruit members from law enforce-
ment communities.

Current reporting on attempts 
refl ects self-initiated efforts by 
individuals, particularly among 
those already within law en-

forcement ranks, to volunteer 
their professional resources to 
white supremacist causes with 
which they sympathize.

“White supremacist presence 
among law enforcement person-
nel is a concern due to the access 
they may possess to restricted 
areas vulnerable to sabotage and 
to elected offi cials or protected 
persons, whom they could see 
as potential targets for violence,” 
the document continued.

“In addition, white suprema-
cist infi ltration of law enforce-
ment can result in other abuses 
of authority, and passive toler-
ance of racism within communi-
ties served.”

Reports of white supremacist 
groups recruiting corrections 
offi cers have emanated from 
Alabama and Mississippi in the 
South, New York and New Jer-
sey in the South, and Arizona 
and California in the West.

A 2020 report by the nonprofi t 
Brennan Center noted that the 

Justice Department has been de-
linquent in gathering data about 
overtly racist police conduct.

The lack of a federal database 
that tracks this type of miscon-
duct or membership in white 
supremacist or far-right militant 
groups makes discovering evi-
dence of intent more diffi cult.

The FBI only began collecting 
data on law enforcement use of 
force in 2018, after Black Lives 
Matter and other police account-
ability groups pushed for more 
federal oversight of police vio-
lence against people of color.

The Brennan report also re-
vealed that “since 2000, law en-
forcement offi cials with alleged 
connections to white suprema-
cist groups or far-right militant 
activities have been exposed in 
Alabama, California, Connecti-
cut, Florida, Illinois, Louisiana, 
Michigan, Nebraska, Oklahoma, 
Oregon, Texas, Virginia, Wash-
ington, West Virginia and else-
where.”

The continued presence of 
even a small number of far-right 
militants, white supremacists, 
and other overt racists in law 
enforcement has an outsized im-
pact on public safety and public 
trust in the criminal justice sys-
tem, the report’s authors wrote.

They concluded that the De-
partment of Justice should estab-
lish clear policies regarding par-
ticipation in white supremacist 
organizations and other far-right 
militant groups and on overt and 

explicit expressions of racism 
– with specifi city regarding tat-
toos, patches and insignia as well 
as social media postings.

“These policies should be 
properly vetted by legal counsel 
to ensure compliance with con-
stitutional rights, state and local 
laws, and collective bargaining 
agreements, and they must be 
clearly explained to staff,” the 
researchers determined.

They concluded that a diverse 
workforce should help because 
it would refl ect the demographic 
makeup of the communities the 
agency serves. Law enforcement 
leaders also should establish 
mitigation plans when detecting 
bias offi cers, including referrals 
to internal affairs, local prosecu-
tors, or the DOJ for investigation 
and prosecution.

Further, the researchers sug-
gested establishing reporting 
mechanisms to ensure evidence 
of overtly racist behavior, the 
employment of Brady lists or 
similar reporting mechanisms, 
and encourage whistleblowing 
and protect whistleblowers.

“I have heard from correction-
al offi cers, inmates and families 
about how deep this problem 
goes,” Hart remarked.

“There are offi cers who are 
part of gangs and white suprem-
acy groups with positions of 
leadership within prisons around 
the state. So, unfortunately, I 
can’t say that I am surprised by 
this reporting.”

5 Florida 
offi ers 
r ed o er 

iole t rrests 
of l  e

ide  d i istr tio  
e te ds e i tio  or tori  
pote ti ll  res i  illio s 

fro  losi  o si

rder plot re e ls  de dl  i  
w ite s pre ists d l w e for e e t

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

The infi ltration of klan members and other white supremacists in law enforcement has rattled much of 
America/Florida Dept. of Corrections Photo
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Jim Hill Class of 1976 45th Reunion
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Y ou r overs iz ed plas tic tote is  
all pack ed.

Y ou  don’ t want to think  abou t 
it,  bu t if you  have to bu g ou t,  
you can. A back u p laptop,  ex -
tra dog bowls ,  every irreplace-
able docu m ent,  it’ s  all there,  
ready to s lide into the car. Y ou  
can never be too carefu l when 
it’s fi re season and in the new 
book “ Breathing Fire”  by J aim e 
Lowe,  you ’ ll m eet s om e of the 
wom en tas k ed with k eeping you  
s afe.

S hawna Lynn J ones  had m ade 
m is tak es  in her life. The bigges t 

one got her s ent to pris on.
S he was  you ng,  thou gh,  and 

in good phys ical s hape,  which 
u ltim ately helped her get into 
the C D C R ’ s  ( C alifornia D epart-
m ent of C orrections  and R e-
habilitation) inmate fi refi ghter 
program . S he learned to be a 
bu ck er,  tas k ed with cleaning u p 
behind her partner,  C arla,  who 
was  a s awyer with a chains aw. 
C rew 1 3 -3  cons is ted of two 
s awyer/ bu ck er pairs ,  followed 
by other wom en with j obs  s pe-
cifi c to stopping wildfi res.

J aim e Lowe grew u p in C ali-
fornia bu t u ntil s he read abou t 

S hawna,  s he was  u naware of the 
role that fem ale inm ate crews  
have in fi ghting fi re. Inmate 
fi refi ghters take the same quali-
fi cations tests as do free-world 
fi refi ghters. They do the same 
work ,  face the s am e dangers ,  
and they s ave the s tate m illions  
of dollars :  when Lowe began 
writing this book, inmate fi re-
fi ghters averaged less than $3 
an hou r for their s k ills .

S till,  des pite low pay,  m any 
inm ates  pu rs u ed pos itions  in 
“fi re camp.” Some, says Lowe, 
even hoped to fi ght fi res after 
their releas e,  althou gh it was  a 

long s hot:  their felony records  
follow them ,  no m atter where 
they m ight apply.

In learning about the program, 
Lowe got a chance to m eet 
S elena,  who “ was n’ t intend-
ing to go back  to pris on”  after 
her releas e. S he m et W hitney,  
form erly a white-collar work er 
and u ltra-m arathoner. S he m et 
Laurie, who struggled to fi nd a 
j ob after pris on;  S onya,  who de-
lighted in a new grands on;  and 
Marquet, who found solace in 
her religion.

And Lowe m et S hawna, who 
gave her life to fi ght a fi re....

Let’ s  s tart here:  this  is  a good 
story. It’s very good. But for 
readers  looki ng for boots -on-
the-ground action and ext ended-
wall-of-fi re danger, it’ll be a dis-
appointm ent becaus e “ Breathing 
Fire”  is n’ t that ki nd of book.

R ather than focus ing on 
fl ames, author Jaime Lowe in-
s tead concentrates  on the wom en 
of C rew 13- 3 and the work they 
did for the S tate of C alifornia. 
In this, readers can expect pure 
hones ty:  Lowe una bas hedly re-
veals  what each wom an did to 
land her in pris on and the s trug-
gles  each had in life, in pris on, 

and on the line. S he als o m ake s  
abs olut ely s ur e that readers  – 
es pecially thos e in C alifornia – 
unde rs tand the unf airnes s  of a 
far-ranging s ys tem  that denies  
good j obs  to wom en who are es -
s entially profes s ionally trained,  
and who’ ve paid their due s  and 
are trying to m ove forward.

Overall,  parts  of “ Breathing 
Fire”  pu t you  on charred gras s  
and parts  m ak e you  cell-bou nd. 
The rest of it shows fl awed real-
life heroes  am id an area-wide 
“ cons tant cris is , ”  and if you ’ re 
bu rning for s tories  lik e that,  this  
book  is  pack ed.

BOOK REVIEW:

BREATHING FIRE
FEMALE INMATE FIREFIGHTERS ON THE 
FRONT LINES OF CALIFORNIA’S WILDFIRES
BY JAIME LOWE
C.2021, MCB / FARRAR, STRAUS AND GIROUX
$27.00 / $37.00 CANADA  •  303 PAGES
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W R TM-F M 100.5 F M, J AC KSO N’ S SO UL, 
R HY THM AND  B LUES AND  SO UTHER N 
SO UL STATIO N PLAY ING MO R E 
V AR IETY , LESS TALK AND  THE MUSIC  
AD ULTS W ANT TO  HEAR !  

M ississip p i L ink  Newswire
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HCSD Hosted its Annual Administrators 
Leadership Retreat for the 2021-2022 School Year

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
E N G A G I N G - E MPO W E R I N G - E N SUR I N G - E X C E LLE N C E

On July 28-30, 2021, the HCSD held its Annual 
Administrators Retreat at Eagle Ridge Conference 
Center in Raymond, MS. During the opening session, 
Dr. Delesicia Martin, superintendent of the HCSD, told 
her administrative team that as a school district they 
must be accountable to our community, but more 
importantly they must be accountable to providing the 
best education possible for our students.
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CHARLIE WILSON IS COMING TO JACKSON.

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW @ WMPR, WRTM 
WJMG, COUPLES NIGHT CLUB
AND ONLINE @ EVENT BRITE

SEARCH CHARLIE WILSON IN JACKSON
ON WWW.EVENTBRITE.COM




