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Mayor Chokwe
Lumumba appoints

Louis Wright as
new CAO

Local businessman says he
is just what the city needs

Mayor Lumumba (I) announces his appointment of Louis Wright
(r) as CAO

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

On Monday, during a me-
dia press conference at City
Hall, Mayor Chokwe Lu-
mumba announced that Lou-
is P. Wright Sr. will become
Jackson’s new chief ad-
ministrative officer (CAO).
Wright who served as cus-
tomer service manager at
Entergy Mississippi, retired
July 30 and will be assum-
ing his new position August
16, serving as interim CAO
until confirmed by the Jack-
son City Council. He was
employed by Entergy for 47
years.

Lumumba stated, “We
look forward to bringing his
vast business acumen, abil-
ity to build relationships,
drive progress and provide

leadership to our team.”

Wright is a native of Jack-
son. He is a graduate of Jim
Hill High School and a Jack-
son State University alum.
He has served on the board
of directors for Keep Jack-
son Beautiful and The Unit-
ed Way. He has also served
as president of Jackson Pub-
lic Schools Board of Trust-
ees. Currently he is a trustee
for the Jackson Housing Au-
thority and the Hinds County
Economic Development Au-
thority.

Wright told The Missis-
sippi Link that he is really
excited about the oppor-
tunity to serve in this new
role and feels that with the
leadership from the mayor

Community shocked and

saddened over the passing
of Sheriff Lee Vance

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

According to the Hinds Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department, an am-
bulance was sent to the home of
Sheriff Lee Vance Wednesday
morning where he was found
non-responsive. The buzz was
out before noon as local tele-
visions stations and other me-
dia announced Vance had suc-
cumbed. Sheriff’s department
Captain Tyree Jones confirmed
his passing to WLBT-TV.

Two weeks ago, it was an-
nounced that Vance had tested
positive for COVID-19, after an
outbreak of the illness at a jail
he oversaw, but it has not been
stated that this was the cause of
his passing.

Vance was elected sheriff in
2019 after a 30-year career with
the Jackson Police Department.
He served as chief of Police
from 2014-2017.

Jay Johnson, a Jackson Po-
lice Department employee,
was shocked and saddened to
hear of his transition. Johnson
said, “Lee and I were lifetime
friends. We started at Jackson
State University together in
1976. We worked together at
UPS early on and later followed
each other to JPD in 1987.”

Johnson said they were in
each other’s weddings. “Re-
cently we took a picture to-
gether at the mayor’s inaugu-
ration not realizing it would be
the last time we would see each
other and have a laugh. He was

Wright
Continued on page 3

Vance
Continued on pages 2 &3

Wy

(L-R) Tyree Jones, Johnnie Byrd, Rob Jay, Lee Vance, and Jay Johnson at Mayor Lumumba’s second term

inauguration held at the Jackson Convention Center, July 1, 2021
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Mississippi weekend virus cases increase six-fold in 3 weeks

The Associated Press

Mississippi’s department of
health reported Monday that
the state saw almost 5,000 new
confirmed cases of COVID-19
over the weekend as the virus
surges statewide.

That’s an increase of more
than six times the number of
new cases — 796 — reported
three weeks ago on July 12.

“Delta surge accelerating
quickly — please be safe and
protect your family,” State
Health Officer Dr. Thomas
Dobbs tweeted.

The state of around 3 mil-
lion people has seen almost
350,000 COVID-19 cases
since the start of the pandem-

ic. The increase in new cases,
predominately the highly con-
tagious delta variant, comes as
schools across the state pre-
pare to return to the classroom
for the start of classes.

Republican ~ Gov.  Tate
Reeves says he won’t require
students or teachers in K-12
schools to wear masks. Many
schools have chosen to do so
anyway.

Around a week after the
board of trustees for the Ox-
ford School District decided
to make masks optional for
vaccinated and unvaccinated
students and staff, Oxford
School District superintendent
Bradley Roberson announced

in a letter sent out to families
Saturday that masks will now
be required in school.

The Oxford Eagle reports
that masks for all students and
staff will be required at least
between Aug. 2 and Aug. 20.
The district will continue to as-
sess the situation as the school
year progresses. Teachers re-
turned to their classrooms on
Monday. Students start school
on Friday.

“As education leaders, we
have all seen the negative im-
pact last school year has had
on student learning which is
why an overwhelming major-
ity of districts across our state
have been determined to open

schools with as much normal
school operations as possible,”
Roberson wrote in his letter.
“Unfortunately, in recent days
we have learned from some
of our district friends from
around the state who have
already started school that a
normal return may not provide
us with the best opportunity to
keep kids in school.”

Districts  like  Gulfport
School District and Jackson
Public School District are re-
quiring masks. The issue is
more contentious in other dis-
tricts, however.

A Lowndes County School
District board meeting last
week was attended by protes-

tors holding signs that read,
“Mask Choice,” “Masks Op-
tional” or “Our Bodies, Our
Choice.”

The board voted 4-1 during
that meeting to make masks
optional. Superintendent Sam
Allison said the district will
require mask-wearing on bus-
es and will “strongly encour-
age and have masks available”
for unvaccinated students and
staff in school buildings.

“We can debate mask wear-
ing, but I don’t want to do
that,” said Allison, according
to the Commercial Dispatch.
“We’re going to start the year
with no requirement. Hope-
fully, we’ll continue to be safe

and healthy.”

At the meeting, board mem-
bers dictated a requirement of
a 10-day quarantine at home
if unvaccinated members of
the school community are ex-
posed to the virus. They also
have the option of remaining
at school, but they must take
a negative rapid test every two
days for 10 days.

Vaccinated students who
come in close contact with
someone who tests positive do
not have to quarantine, unless
they have symptoms.

The rule angered some par-
ents in the crowd, who said
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Hellng Cicle JXN Weekend Retreat ladies (I-r) Mynya Kau
Smith, Quisha Edwards, Genette Holmes, Ulanda Bowens and Edelia “Dr.

Jay” Carthan
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Healing Circle JXN Weekend Retreat

Special to The Mississippi Link

Women traveled to Mississippi
July 30-August 1 to attend Heal-
ing Circle JXN Weekend Retreat.
Ladies traveled from Georgia,
Florida, Texas and Louisiana to
participate in a weekend of heal-
ing, photoshoots and fun.

“Healing Circles are sacred
spaces for people to come and
dump and learn how to deal with
the pain, shame and guilt they
have been carrying for years. So
many women shared their stories
for the first time and felt comfort-
able around women with similar
stories and battles,” Dr. Jay said,
the organizer of Healing Circle
Weekend Retreat. “Anyone can
participate in Healing Circles be-
cause we have all been through
something and we all have a sto-

ry to tell.”

The event took place at an
AirBnB house with a pool in
north Jackson. Ladies were
treated to massages, make-up by
celebrity makeup artist J. Struk-
tuur, and dance class by Shanika
Kelly Lee, owner of Diamond
Dance Company and the Purple
Diamond Dance Team. One of
the featured speakers was Funmi
Queen Franklin, a spiritual healer
from Jackson.

“I have been on cloud 9,000
since I arrived. Thank you sister
for a lovely time. Thank you for
creating a safe space. Thank you
for heeding to the vision God
gave you. Girl, this is only just the
beginning,” Mynya Kaufman, a
participant from Mississippi said.

“Dr. Jay, thank you for putting

www.mississippilink.com

together such an amazing event.
My daughter and I have started
my 40 day challenge,” Quishia
Edwards said, one of the attend-
ees who traveled from Georgia.
“You’re an amazing woman and
I’'m so happy that I attended the
weekend retreat.”

“My goal is to have Healing
Circles all around the world.
Each circle will focus on a dif-
ferent group. We will do circles
for couples, men, troubled teens,
LBGTI community and more,”
Dr. Jay said. “We have to invest
in ourselves and do the work to
break generational curses, bad
habits and beliefs. The tools and
techniques that we share at Heal-
ing Circle Weekend Retreat can
be used by anyone.”

Dr. Jay is an author, entrepre-

neur and assistant professor at
the historic Tougaloo College.
She is the founder and director
of Camp Fabulous, a leadership
camp for girls ages 7 to 17 which
she has been hosting for over 10
years.

This event would not have
been possible without the spon-
sors. Thank you to the Peter
Damon Group, Sonnie Design,
Hemp World, Village Kitchen,
J. Struktuur Beauty, Kelli Nicole
Beauty, Sweet Unknown South,
Broken Girls JP, Irvin Law Firm,
Carthan Enterprises and The
Fabulous Life by Dr Jay.

The next Healing Circle is
scheduled for October 29-31.

For more info about Healing
Circles Weekend Retreat, Vvisi
www.theFabulousDrJay.com.

Chancery Court hosts free legal clini

By Kevin Bradley,
Contributing Writer

On Friday morning, July 30,
lives were changed for a host of
families who had come to receive
free legal aid in assisting them
with divorces, name changes, birth
certificate corrections, visitation,
emancipation and guardianship
issues. This charge was led by
key individuals and groups such
as Jackson Public Schools, Hinds
County Human Resource Agency,
Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers as
well as individual lawyers, and the
honorable chancery judges.

“This is a clinic that we try to
have at least once a year,” said

Judge Crystal Wise-Martin.

Although Covid prevented the
clinic from being held in 2020,
they were able to host this year
with masks and social distancing
in place.

For families that can’t afford an
attorney in cases that fall under
family law, this is and may be their
greatest opportunity to handle the-
ses cases with assistance. Unlike
criminal cases that will assign you
an attorney if you can’t afford one,
this does not hold true in family
cases.

One area that stood out was
guardianship because you have
so many relatives taking care of

children that are not biologically
theirs, and this can present an issue
with such things as enrolling them
in school or making decisions for
them at a hospital.

Representatives from Jackson
Public Schools and the Depart-
ment Human Services were on site
to help answer any related ques-
tions.

I spoke with Judge Tiffany
Grove, who represents the 5th
District of Hinds County, and
Judge Crystal Wise-Martin, who
represents Sub District 2 of Hinds
County. I was impressed not only
by their sincerity and intelligence,
but by their patience and willing-

ness to work with clients and the
general public. After all how many
times, after they are elected, do
elected officials actually interact
with the general public? Usually
not until its time to vote again.

One thing that some of the attor-
neys and judges agreed on was that
they felt good about the project
because it allows them to do what
they went to law school for, which
is to help people in need.

For nearly 40 years, members
of MVLP have provided free legal
assistance to mor

Visit the website of the MVLP
(Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers) at
WWW.MVLPORG

Because taking care
today, leads to an even
healthier tomorrow.

.
(L-R) Carlyn Hicks, Hinds Co. Court Judge; Crystal Wise Martin,
Hinds Co. Chancery Court Judge; Denise Owens, Chancery Court
Judge; Tiffany Grove, Chancery Court Judge; and Gayla C. Sanders,

executive director of MVLP
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Vance

Continued from page 1

Vance being sworn in as Hinds County Sheriff in 2019 surrounded by family.

a professional in his field with the city and the
county and will be greatly missed,” Johnson
said.

Rob Jay, who serves as assistant athletic di-
rector for JSU Media, was a long-time friend
of Vance. He said, “I still cannot believe this.
I was so upset when I received the news, I had
to leave work.”

In describing their friendship Rob said, “We
were good friends and followed some of the
same tracks. We both attended Lanier High
School, we both attended Jackson State Uni-
versity and we both majored in mass comm.”

Rob recalled when he worked at WLBT-TV

Wright

he had a broadcast segment every Saturday
morning called ‘Chat with the Chief.” “Vance
was a great guest. Each week he would just
go with the flow and though he was a profes-
sional guy, he also could just cut up,” he said.

Rob said, “When I left WLBT and started
running Jackson State’s radio station, I devel-
oped a show called ‘Metro Live’ and Vance
was the first one on the show. Lee always
showed up when I needed him.”

Rob recalled how much fun they had at the
mayor’s inauguration and like Jay Johnson, he
did not know that would be the last time they
would have that kind of fun together.

Covid

Continued from page 1

unvaccinated and vaccinated children
shouldn’t be treated differently. Some
also expressed concerns about finding
child care if their children was forced to
quarantine.

Valerie Riley, who held the “Our Bod-
ies, Our Choice” sign, said her children
would not be vaccinated or tested for the
virus.

“I refuse to get something stuck up my
child’s nose just so they can come back
and be educated,” Riley said, according
to the Dispatch. “My kids should not

Mississippi COVID-19

Cases and Deaths by Race with Ethnicity

as of 3 pm CT, August 2, 2021

Non

pay the price for not being vaccinated.”

Meanwhile, Vicksburg Mayor George
Flaggs Jr. released a statement Monday
that he would be quarantining for the
next five days while sick with the virus.

“After being administered two COV-
ID-109 tests, the first of which was nega-
tive, my physician has confirmed that
the second test was positive,”” he said.

Flaggs said he is “looking forward to
a quick recovery’ and that he plans to
return to work in a week. Vicksburg is a
city of around 22,000.

Mississippi
Total Cases

350,070

American
Indian or

Alaska Native Asian  Black White  Other Unknown

1307 1.326 96,506 139332 3.481 2909

Hispanic

Hispanic 70 48 501 2256 4075 842

Non

Unknown
tthoicty 1037 367 18541 29.147 7923 40402
Total Deaths
7,590
American
Indian or

Alaska Native  Asian Black White  Other Unknown

15 2619 3508 L6 19

Hispanic
Hispanic 1 1 9 34 25 2
Unknown
Ethnicity 22 7 371 578 71 166

Continued from page 1

and other city leaders, a lot
of great things can be accom-
plished. He admitted he will
be carrying a lot of weight
on his shoulders but with the
confidence the mayor and oth-
ers have in him, he is looking
forward to serving in this ca-
pacity.

Wright said, “I am not so
naive to think there are not
challenges ahead, but I feel
the Lord has prepared me for
this role.”

The CAO is responsible for
coordinating and directing the
operations of the various de-
partments and function of the
municipal government. The
city has approximately 1,700
employees and a budget of
more than $350 million.

Wright is married to C. De-
nise Wright and they are the
parents of two children, Lou-
is Wright Jr. and EuShawn
Smith. They have 4 grand-
children with one more on the
way.

Wright is a life-long mem-
ber of College Hill Baptist
Church where he serves as a
deacon, superintendent of the
Sunday School and chairman
of the Trustee Board.

College Hill pastor Rev.
Chauncey Jordan and other
church members congratu-
lated Wright during a ZOOM
executive board meeting
Monday night.

James Covington, a local
Jackson businessman, is a
long-time friend of Wright’s.
He said, “Sometimes the
times find us. What a great ap-
pointment by Mayor Lumum-
ba. I’ve known Louis Wright
for more than 35 years from
our days together at Missis-
sippi Power & Light, now En-
tergy. He is a seasoned corpo-
rate manager with more than
45 year of experience. He has
a calming spirit. Louis could
have retired and enjoyed his
life but instead decided to take
those years of experience and
help solve problems in our
city.”

“He’s just what the city

KINKADE'S

FINE CLOTHING

ITALIAN RESTAURANT & BAR

NEW YORK PIZZA & ICE CREAM JOINT

FREE $10 GIFT CARD

If you got your first vaccination shot on July 23rd or
after, just bring your card to one of our businesses:
KINKADE’S, SAL & MOOKIE’S IN THE DISTRICT,
BRAVO!, BROAD STREET OR SAL & MOOKIE'S IN
MADISON and we will give you a free $10 gift card!

PLUS!

ONE LUCKY PERSON OUT OF EVERY 100

WILL RECEIVE A

FREE TAILORED SUIT

FROM KINKADE'S!

needs.”
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Espy donates $25,000
for field trips to Two
Mississippi Museums

“

Pictured left to right are Two Mississippi Museums director Pamela D. C. Junior, MDAH board president emeritus

| B 1

Judge Reuben V. Anderson, Mississippi Urban League president Portia Espy, former US Secretary of Agriculture
and congressman Mike Espy, MDAH director Katie Blount, MDAH board president Spence Flatgard and Foundation
for Mississippi History chairman Judge Fred Banks.

Mississippi Link Newswire

Mik Espy, former Secretary
of the United States Department
of Agricultn e and a former
United States Representative
from the Ad District of Mis-
sissippi, has donated @
to the William and Elise Winter
Edu ation Endowment.

The endowment is named in
honor of former Governor Wil-
liam Winter and First Lady Elise
Winter and was created to n-
derwrite field trips to the Mu-
sem of Mississippi History and
Mississippi Civil Rights Ms e-
m for Mississippi stde nts.

“The Winters’s commitment
to public eda ation and to bring-
ing Mississippi’s school chil-

" | av

MAKE ADIFF

Requirements
Are you an early
childhood educator who

dren to the Two Mississippi
Ms em s — or as he called them,
“Mississippi’s largest classroom
— is an inspiration to all} said
Katie Blont . “We are gratefli
to Secretary Espy for his gener-
os sppor t of this initiative.”
The fuds from the William
and Elise Winter Edu ation En-
dowment will be s ed to defray
costs sa h as admission, travel
and on-site lnc hes for stde nts.
Espy is a longtime member of
the Foundation for Mississippi
History board and has been a
strong public advocate for the
Mississippi  Civil Rights Mu-
seum from the beginning. He
currently works as an attorney,
counselor and agricultural advi-

sor through his own law and con-
sulting firms Mike Espy, PLLC,
and AE Agritrade, Inc. He was
also a candidate for United
States Senate in 2018 and 2020
from the state of Mississippi.

To reserve or learn more aboti
field trips at the Two Mississippi
Ms em s, contact Stephanie
King, field trips coordinator, at
sking@mdah.ms.gov.

Two Mississippi Ms em s
hon s are Ta sday-Satn day 9
am.-5 p.m. The ms em s are
open free of charge on Snda ys
from 11 am.-5 p.m. and are
located at 2 North Street in
Jack on.

For more information e-mail
info@mdah.ms.gov.

Bcome a
Head Start
TEACHER!

wants to help children get the

best possible start in school and

life2 Hinds County Human Resource
Agency has exciting career opportunities
for teachers to provide a quality education
to children in a safe, nurturing, fun and
engaging environment. You must have

a bachelor’s degree in early childhood
education or a related field and

Teachers Are Also Family

pass all background checks.

Why Head Start?

* Small class sizes

» Every classroom has a
teacher assistant

* Strong parent participation

* Excellent insurance benefits

* Opportunities to gain
certifications

* Reimbursement for
college courses
and advanced degrees

» Competitive pay

Teachers take part in sit-down
family-style meals with their
students. During mealtime, they
discuss the foods they eat and
talk about the events of the day
to encourage the development
of social and emotional skills.

Apply at
hchra.jobs.net

Helping Families,

Sfrengthening Communities

In Memoriam
The Life and Legacy of

Clarence Hopkins, Sr.

September 10, 1947 — July 28, 2021

Hopkins

Clarence “Babro” Hopkins Sr. was born
September 10, 1947, in Hinds County, MS, to
Johnnie Mae Love Hopkins and Henry Terrell.
As a child, he was honored with a surrogate
mother whom he loved: Willie Davis. As a re-
sult, he also gained a surrogate brother, J. W.
Davis; they remained friends for a lifetime.
Clarence’s son Patrick Rudolph preceded him
in death in October 2017. Clarence passed on
July 28, 2021.

Education and Military Career...

He was educated in the Jackson Public
School System at Sally Reynolds Elementary
School and Jim Hill High School. Upon gradu-
ating from Jim Hill in 1965, Clarence joined
the United States Air Force, where he received
outstanding performance awards throughout
his three-year military career: honorably dis-
charged in 1968, with the rank of sergeant. In
1968, Clarence entered Jackson State College
to pursue a major in mathematics; he attended
for three years.

Clarence loved his alma mater, Jim Hill
High School. His presence and commitment to
the class of 1965 was felt strongly. In 1976,
he and a group of classmates organized; they
elected him as chairperson, and he served
faithfully through several reunions, including
the 50th, until 2011, when his health began
declining. He continued as co-facilitator with
Lillie Lewis from that point. His classmates,
as well as his family, constantly sought his
knowledge of history and other matters. He
had excellent memory of African American
history and sports facts!

Marriage and Family...

On September 17, 1969, Clarence and Shir-
ley Marie Diggs were married. During their
marriage, three children were born: Clarence
Jr. (January 4, 1970); Terilyn Deche’ (June 28,
1973); Patrick Rudolph (May 18, 1982). His
mother Johnnie Mae passed in 1981, and he
said Patrick’s birth in 1982, filled the void. His
children and grandchildren were the crown-
ing joy of his life. Clarence dedicated his life
to the nurturing, upbringing and educational
development of his three children. When the
grandchildren arrived, Clarence made provi-
sions financially for their growth and future
educational development. He celebrated every
one of the many achievements of each of his
gifted children and grands.

Church/Faith...

As a child, Clarence was a member of
Evangelist Temple Church of God in Christ,
Jackson, MS, where his mother was a faith-
ful member. Later in his adult life, Clarence
joined Pearl Street African Methodist Epis-
copal Church during the early 80s, where his
family was. He, Terilyn, and Patrick were bap-
tized on the same day. His message to Pearl
Street’s pastor Rev. Dr. Samuel Boyd Sr., since
2000, was: “I want my funeral to be at Pearl
Street.”

A Laudable Professional Career...

In 1970, Clarence began a career with the
United States Postal Service. Across the next
26.5 years, he served well in various positions:
distribution clerk, mail processing supervisor,
computerized forwarding system manager,
vehicle operations analyst, station manager —
West Jackson, manager of stations and branch-
es, Baton Rouge, LA, and mail processing

plant manager — Baton Rouge, LA. The pivotal
point of his career was June 1992, when he be-
came the postmaster in Altoona, PA. After two
years as postmaster in Altoona, Clarence be-
came postmaster in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
and served two and a half years.

He retired in 1997.

He received numerous awards during his ca-
reer: Federal Employee of the Year and Postal
Employee of the Year in 1986. He received the
Exceptional Performance Award ($3500) as
Postmaster of Oklahoma City.

A time of trouble...

In July 1985, Clarence was diagnosed with
a congenital spinal cord illness. Following the
surgery (decompressed spinal laminectomy),
fluid entered the spine and he was left partially
paralyzed (incomplete quadriplegic). Clarence
refused to claim the inability to walk again...
no crutches, no braces, no prosthetics. At VA
Spinal Cord Rehabilitation Center, Memphis,
TN, from September—November 1985, he was
an inspiration to many who were in rehab.

Through determination, much prayer, a
positive attitude and rehabilitative therapy,
he regained mobility in his legs and moderate
strength in the use of small motor skills in his
arms/hands. He returned to the Postal Service
in a new position in 1986, was promoted to
the highest level in the Postal Service by 1992,
and continued achieving excellence until he
retired in 1997.

Lifestyle Changes...

Clarence was an avid sports fan, particu-
larly of the Jackson State Tigers. He loved the
tailgate parties and all events surrounding the
big games. In 2011, Clarence experienced kid-
ney problems and began dialysis. Although he
was not as mobile as he had once been, his
family and friends surrounded him to ensure
that he maintained a lifestyle similar to that
of which he was accustomed. His children
assisted, but his friends John Chamberlain
(Snake) and Ronald Lattimore (Latt), were
ever present in his life to accompany him to
some of his favorite places and to the hospi-
tal whenever needed. Latt was a constant in
his life, his rock. He spoke well of Latt as one
he could always count on...no matter what.
When Clarence became unable to traverse the
stadia for the various games and move about
in large crowds, son Clarence Jr., nephew An-
thony Jones and friend John Shinall made sure
that he enjoyed the basketball championship
games annually wherever they were held. For
special functions of the Jim Hill High School
Class of 1965, and other events he desired at-
tending, daughter Terilyn and granddaughter
Robin were his assistants (dates) and escorts.
Many times granddaughter Brittany made sure
he was at dialysis at the VA Medical Center.

The Strength of Family...

The Hopkins family came together during
the last 20 years of Clarence’s life to make
sure that he enjoyed himself and to make sure
that he and his brother Rudy were honored as
the champion fathers and heads of the Hopkins
family that each had proven to be. The theme
of the event was, “Family Over Everything.”
About two years later, the most difficult time
of gathering for the family was October 14,
2017, during his 35-year-old son Patrick’s fu-
neral. Oh, the heartache Clarence felt, but he
was overjoyed that over 400 attended Patrick’s
funeral; it was a time of mourning and deep
sense of loss, but once again, it was “Family
Over Everything,” indeed, it was a beautiful
celebration of Patrick’s short-lived life.

Those who will remember...

Memories of Clarence will linger with his
children and grandchildren: Clarence, Jr.
(wife Akiko and son Justice Douglas Taylor-
Adrien); Terilyn Deche’ (daughters Robin Ni-
cole Hopkins and Brittany Lashay Howard);
brother and sisters: Zelma Rudolph Hopkins
(wife Johnnie — daughters and grands Maret-
ta/Dezja-Cynthia/Jayvon); Fay Hopkins Evans
(daughter & son Sabrina/Cory, wife Daphne);
Judith Ann Hopkins; Elaine Hopkins Grayson
(Boyce — daughters Carlisa/Elantra); niece
Sabrina, his loving caretaker during the latter
years of his life; nephews Anthony and Ron-
nie Jones; a host of cousins; classmates and
friends: Jim Hill Class of 1965; J. W. Davis,
Ronald Lattimore, John Chamberlain, Herman
“Boochie” Cline and John Shinall.
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Mississippi COVID-19 vaccinations
increase as virus surges

N @I NAL

COVID-19 vaccine at an open vaccination site sponsored by the university and the medical center in the

i

. Y

Rose E. McCoy Auditorium at Jackson State University in Jackson, Miss., Tuesday, Aug. 3, 2021. Wilson
recently lost his father to COVID-19. AP PHOTO/ROGELIO V. SOLIS

By Leah Willingham
Associated Press/Report for America

Albert Wilson Sr. was unsure
whether to trust the COVID-19
vaccine when it came out. He
told his family he wanted to
wait a few months to see how
it affected other people before
making a decision about him-
self.

That was before the 58-year-
old maintenance technician
from Utica was hospitalized
with the virus in June. During
his two weeks at St. Dominic’s
in Jackson — the last weeks of
his life — he was begging his
wife and four children to get it.

“He told us to come get the
vaccine before he died,” said
Eric Wilson, Albert’s 20-year-
old son. “He said if he ever
made it out, he was going to get
that vaccine. He said he wished
he would have.”

Eric Wilson, a student at
Jackson State University, was
one of dozens of people lining
up to get the COVID-19 vaccine
at the historically black univer-
sity Tuesday. He said he was
nervous at first, but he had to do
it for his dad.

“I had to — I promised I
would,” he said, sitting in the
auditorium stands afterward
with a Band-Aid on his arm.

The number of people re-
ceiving doses of the COVID-19
vaccine in Mississippi, one of
the country’s least vaccinated
states, is increasing slightly as
infections surge in the state.

Around 53,000 people re-
ceived either a first or second
dose of the coronavirus vac-
cine the week of July 25 to 31,
according to numbers released
Tuesday by the Mississippi State
Department of Health. That’s
after the state reported hitting
a low of about 20,000 vaccina-
tions for the week of July 4 to
July 10.

The last time vaccination
rates were so high was between
April 25 and May 1, when
55,638 people were inoculated.

Around 1.2 million people
in the state of around 3 million
have received at least one dose
of the vaccine.

“We need 1 million more im-
mune Mississippians to reach
population immunity,” State
Health Officer Dr. Thomas
Dobbs tweeted Tuesday. “Delta
is deadly.”

Mississippi still lags far be-
hind other states for COVID-19
vaccinations, with around 35%
of the population fully vacci-
nated. In Vermont, more than
67% of the population is fully
vaccinated.

The vaccination lag is hap-
pening as all of the state’s major
hospitals say they are once again
at capacity with COVID-19 pa-
tients. Mississippi’s department
of health reported Tuesday that
there were more than 1,000 pa-
tients hospitalized with coro-
navirus in the state, compared
with 228 on July 11. Officials
reported more than 1,500 new
virus cases.

The surge has created a new-
found sense of urgency to get
the shot for many who may have
been previously hesitant.

Daniel Magee, 53, said his
schedule working nights in
Jackson making seating for Nis-
san cars made it difficult for him
to make time for an appoint-
ment for a shot. But with the
delta variant spreading, he said
he doesn’t want to take chances.

“It’s spreading like wildfire.
If you don’t get vaccinated, it’s
like there’s no hope,” he said.
“Getting vaccinated, it gives
you a better chance.”

Paula Nelson, who works at
Jackson State in the Division
of Finance and Administra-
tion, said she was reluctant for
a long time because she worried
the shots were developed too
quickly.

“When the numbers began
to grow, my mindset began to
change,” she said.

Nelson said she lost some
people close to her to the virus

before the vaccine was avail-
able. She said she wants to take
the opportunity to do what she
can to protect herself and oth-
ers, especially her eight grand-
kids and five children.

“My grandma would always
say, ‘God gave you five sens-
es, but he gave you common
sense,”” she said. “Considering
that I have so much to live for,
I have a responsibility as a citi-
zen.”

Jackson State spokesperson
L.A. Warren said there has been
an increase of interest for the
school to do weekly inocula-
tions in recent weeks, especially
among young people.

Kimberly Mcquarter brought
her 13-year-old daughter Kay-
leigh Smith to get her first shot
of the vaccine Tuesday. Smith is
starting ninth grade in Clinton
next week, and she’s worried
about the virus being spread at
school.

When you see there’s kids actu-
ally being hospitalized, it makes
you want to do everything you
can to prevent that from hap-
pening to your family,” she
said.

Mcquarter got her shot in
March. Her 9-year-old son
Kayden was with the family at
Jackson State Tuesday. She said
she’d let him get the shot with-
out question if it’s approved for
younger children.

JJ Weeks, a 19-year-old wide
receiver on Jackson State’s
football team, said he didn’t
have time to get the shot over
the summer while training and
taking care of family in Texas.
Now that he’s back at school,
unvaccinated players are re-
quired to wear masks and take
multiple COVID tests a week.
Vaccinated players have much
less strict guidelines.

He said most players are
choosing to get the shot for one
major reason: “More freedom,”
he said. “That’s what really mo-
tivated me.”

Terminated professor settles
with University of Mississippi

By Leah Willingham
Associated Press/Report for America

The University of Mississippi
has reached a settlement with
an assistant professor who was
terminated after publicly criti-
cizing the school as racist while
speaking out for criminal justice
reform.

Details of the settlement re-
mained confidential, including
how much money the university
agreed to paid to Garrett Felber.
University officials have never
said the tenure-track assistant
history professor was fired be-
cause of any public statements he
had made.

In a December 2020 termina-
tion letter from History Depart-
ment Chair Noell Howell Wilson,
Wilson told Felber they had ex-
perienced a breakdown in com-
munication after she rejected a
grant he was awarded to support
a project focusing on mass incar-
ceration and immigrant deten-
tion. She said he had refused to
meet with her by phone or online,
only in writing.

Felber has asserted that his
termination was a result of his
outspoken criticism of the uni-
versity.

“We believe that Dr. Felber’s
termination violated the First
Amendment,” attorney Rob
McDuff of the Mississippi Cen-
ter for Justice said in a statement
Thursday. “This all went down
after his very pointed criticisms
of the university. The reasons
given for the university’s deci-
sion don’t hold up and Dr. Fel-
ber had an excellent record as a
teacher and a faculty member, in-
cluding stellar reviews from his
department chair.”

Wilson in-
formed  Felber
that his contract
with the univer-
sity would end in
December 2021.
He was on leave
Felber at the time from
the University of Mississippi at a
one-year fellowship at the W.E.B.
Du Bois Research Institute at
Harvard University’s Hutchins
Center for African and African
American Research.

In October of that year, Fel-
ber tweeted that Wilson had re-
jected a $42,000 grant he had
been awarded to support Study
and Struggle, a political educa-
tion project on mass incarcera-
tion and immigrant detention. At
the same time, the university had
recently publicized a grant from
FWD.us, an organization cen-
tered on American immigration
and prison systems reform.

Felber said Wilson told him the
Study and Struggle project would
be a “political” not “historical”
project, and that it could jeopar-
dize department funding.

“The real issue is that (the Uni-
versity of Mississippi) prioritizes
racist donors over all else,” he
tweeted. “So it’s not some mythic
politics v. history binary, but that
this antiracist program threatens
racist donor money. And racism
is the brand. It’s in the name.”

McDuff said Felber decided to
settle rather than spend time and
resources litigating the matter in
court, saying he’d rather spend
his energy focusing on his work.

The Associated Press reached
out to a university spokesperson
for comment and didn’t hear back.

Felber was represented during

the negotiations by McDuff and
Attorney Naomi R. Shatz of the
Boston law firm of Zalkind Dun-
can & Bernstein LLP, which spe-
cializes in defending the rights of
students and teachers.

Shatz said the firm is increas-
ingly concerned about universi-
ties ignoring and violating their
faculty members’ rights to free
speech and academic freedom.

“Professors like Dr. Felber
have a constitutional right to
speak out about injustices they
see in their institutions,” Shatz
said.

Felber has accepted a faculty
fellowship at Yale University in
American Studies at the Center
for the Study of Race, Indigene-
ity and Transnational Migration.

In a statement Thursday, he
said the University of Mississippi
is a political institution.

“When the University of Mis-
sissippi  was constructed with
enslaved labor to reproduce the
wealth and power of a handful of
white men, it was political. When
it refused to accept black students,
it was political,” he said. “When
it arrested and expelled the black
students it did admit, it was po-
litical. And as it continues to sup-
port and benefit from policing,
prisons, and other life-destroying
institutions dedicating to uphold-
ing white supremacy, extracting
capital and devastating the planet,
it is no doubt political.”

Leah Willingham is a corps
member for the Associated
Press/Report for America State-
house News Initiative. Report for
America is a nonprofit national
service program that places
Journalists in local newsrooms to
report on undercovered issues.

State Board takeover
Holmes County Schools

By Edelia “Dr. Jay” Carthan
Contributing Writer

The Mississippi Board of Edu-
cation is recommending a state
of emergency in Holmes County
Consolidated School District,
and is recommending to Gover-
nor Tate Reeves that the Holmes
County Consolidated School
District be abolished.

The state board voted unani-
mously Tuesday that an “extreme
emergency” situation exists in
the Holmes County Consolidated
School District citing numerous
state and federal accreditations
violations, a continued pattern of
poor academic performance, and
failure to comply with standards
that sustain a safe school climate.

“A State of Emergency is de-
clared in the Holmes County

Consolidated School District ef-
fectively immediately in accor-
dance with Mississippi Code 37-
17-13,” Rosemary Aultman said
at the hearing.

The Holmes County School
Board will be abolished along
with the superintendent contin-
gent upon Governor Reeves’ sig-
nature. Dr. Jennier Wilson was
named interim superintendent in
the district.

“State law requires the board
to intervene when conditions
in a district reach a crisis level
that jeopardizes the safety, secu-
rity and educational interests of
students,” said Rosemary Ault-
man, school board chair. “Every
student in the Holmes County
Consolidated School District
deserves a safe, secure and high-

quality learning environment.”

The district was found in vio-
lation of 26 of the 32 accredita-
tion standards. A 400 page audit
report conducted by the Missis-
sippi Department of Education
found improper spending, unli-
censed teachers in the classroom,
and inaccurate record keeping
and accounting.

The most recent report card
showed four of the six schools had
a D rating, and two of the schools
in the district are rated F schools.
The 2,500 student school district
is set to start school Thursday.

Holmes County is the poorest
county in the United States, and
has a population of about 17,000
citizens. According to the Cen-
sus Bureau, 33.8% of the resi-
dents live in poverty.

The Mississippi Link ™

Volume 27 » Number 41
August 5 - 11, 2021
© copyright 2021. All rights reserved.

The Mississippi Link [USPS 017224] is published weekly by
The Mississippi Link, Inc. Offices located at 2659 Livings-
fon Road, Jackson, MS 39213. Mailing address is P.0. Box
11307, Jackson, MS 39283-1307 or e-mail us at; editor@
mississippilink.com; Please visit our website at; www.mis-
sissippilink.com. Phone: (601) 896-0084, Fax 896-0091, out
of state 1-800-748-9747. Periodical Postage Rate Paid at
Jackson, MS.

Deadline: The deadline for submitting items to be considered

for publication is Tuesday at 10 a.m.

Publisher Jackie Hampton
Copy Editor Minnie Garrett Subscriptions are $32 per year, $64 for two years or §96 for
Graphics Marcus Johnson threg years.
Photographers Kevin Bradley & Jay Johnson Posmaster
Tim Ward Sports Editor Send al address changes to The Mississippi Link,
P.0. Box 11307, Jackson, MS 39283-1307.
Advertising: For all advertising information,
please call (601) 896-0084.
Member: The Mississippil Link accepts no responsibility for unsolicited
materials and in general does not retum them to sender.
MISSISSIPPI ) Manuscripts and photqgrgphs .submitted for publiqa@ipn are
/ welcome by The Mississippi Link, but no responsibility can
m be takeq fop sources considered to bg authoritative, because
NNP4Q the pub||cat|qn cannot glualrantee thgr accuracy. Reproduc—
ASSOCIATION » SERVICES e fion Or Use, without permission, of editorial or graphic content,

is prohibited.

Subscribe TODAY

Name

2659 Livingston Road * Jackson MS, 39213
601-896-0084 « www.mississippilink.com

The Mississippi Link

Address

City, State, Zip

subscription

subscription

Phone
e-Mail ——nily
CHECK []1 year O 2 year O3year . "‘“
1 year 2 year ~3year 4

et

subscription &

&

Thank you for your order. Order a subscription for a friend!




EDUCATION

6 « THE MISSISSIPPI LINK

AUGUST 5 - 11, 2021

www.mississippilink.com

New research finds widening
educational inequality in Year of COVID

The Mississippi Link Newswire

NWEA of Portland, Oregon, a
not-for-profit research and educa-
tional services provider serving
K-12 students, recently released
new research that highlights a
challenging year in education
with most students making low-
er-than-typical learning gains in
math and reading. The research
examined MAP Growth assess-
ment scores from 5.5 million
U.S. public school students in
grades 3-8 between fall 2020
and spring 2021 and found:

* On average, students across
most grades and subject areas
made learning gains in 2020-21,
but at a lower rate compared to
pre-pandemic trends.

e 2020-21 outcomes were
lower relative to historic trends.
Gains across 2020-21 were at a
lower rate and students ended
the year with lower levels of
achievement compared to a typi-
cal year, with larger declines in
math (8 to 12 percentile points)
than in reading (3 to 6 percentile
points).

* Achievement was lower for
all student groups in 2020-21;
historically underserved stu-
dents (e.g., American Indian
and Alaskan Native, Black, and
Latino and/or students in high
poverty schools) were dispropor-
tionately impacted, particularly
in the elementary grades that
NWEA studied.

“As our nation continues to
grapple with COVID-19 and
its impact on every facet of our
lives, this new research from
NWEA illuminates just how
devastating the academic con-
sequences have been for our

nation’s children. While all stu-
dents have suffered from inter-
rupted instruction, students of
color and students from low-
income families — who are more
likely to receive virtual instruc-
tion but less likely to have access
to sufficient broadband and de-
vices necessary to access virtual
learning — have borne the brunt
of the pandemic’s academic bur-
den. It is vital that policymakers,
school leaders and educators act
on this crucial research to ensure
that students who need the most
support receive it,” said Marc H.
Morial, president and CEO of
the National Urban League, in
response to the new research.
NWEA’s research highlights
national trends from this past
year, but local context matters.
Thus, NWEA encourages com-
munities to dive deeper into their
own data and insights to under-
stand the ongoing impact of the
pandemic on their students. The
experiences of individuals will
differ from the national aver-
age, and communities must look
beyond just academic indicators
to understand the impacts. At-
tendance, school engagement,

N "
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social-emotional well-being,
family environment, commu-
nity support, unemployment
rates, evictions and other factors
should all be looked at holistical-
ly to inform actionable plans that
are specific to the needs of their
own communities as we start the
long road to recovery.

“It’s important to remember
that academic achievement is
only one dimension of students’
education and these data alone
cannot paint a complete picture
of how young people fared this
past year. For instance, our re-
sults cannot speak to the many
ways students, families and
teachers have shown incredible
resilience and adaptability in
the face of immense challenges
that completely upended normal
life,” said Dr. Karyn Lewis, se-
nior research scientist at NWEA
and lead author of the study.

One thing is clear from the na-
tional data: students of color and/
or those experiencing poverty
were impacted at greater levels,
exacerbating pre-existing ineq-
uities and calling for urgency in
focusing resources.

“The data sets from the

NWEA study confirm the pro-
found impact COVID-19 had
on families and students. They
also highlight the stark inequi-
ties that existed before March 13,
2020 — the pandemic grossly ex-
acerbated the disparities we see
in the education sector,” said Dr.
Michael Conner, superintendent
of Middletown Public Schools in
Middletown, CT. “However, the
data sets also call for the holis-
tic redesign and transformation
of an operating model that can
finally ground the principles of
innovation, creativity and equity
in every fabric of our schools. At
this juncture, we have permis-
sion to be bold, creative, inno-
vative and experimentative for
acceleration and recovery. There
has not been a time in our indus-
try where we can reimagine the
traditional industrial model that
historically marginalized stu-
dents. This is the opportunity
where systemic change in the
context of policy, investments
and organizational practice can
shift the trajectory of every stu-
dent we encounter.”

While these inequities are not
new, the level of funding now
available to help address the
need is providing a critical mo-
ment to support those communi-
ties most impacted.

Along with the new research,
NWEA released a series of poli-
cy recommendations to advocate
for deploying the unprecedented
federal funding to communities
and student populations most im-
pacted by the pandemic, includ-
ing investing in school counsel-
ors and nurses to address mental
health and social-emotional

well-being of students, tutor-
ing and extending instructional
time, professional development
geared at meeting the needs of
diverse learners and redesigning
state accountability systems to
better align with recovery plans.

NWEA is not alone in this
advocacy. Like minded, equity-
focused organizations and voices
are speaking up even louder now
to support our educational com-
munity in the long path ahead.

“These data show in very
stark terms just how much the
pandemic took a toll on learn-
ing for all students, especially
for students of color and those
living in poverty,” said Deborah
Delisle, CEO of the Alliance for
Excellent Education. “Congress
is making an historic investment
in education with COVID re-
lief funding. It’s time for states,
districts and schools to use that
money to create systemic chang-
es that impact students now
— and for generations to come —
and make our education system
more just for every student who
walks through our doors.”

“It comes as no surprise that
the shift to distance learning
proved challenging for many
students, parents and teachers,
but the eye-opening numbers
from the NWEA study show the
true extent of the impact on stu-
dent learning, particularly on un-
derserved students,” said Janet
Murguia, president and CEO of
UnidosUS. “While many Latino
households continue the struggle
to recover from the effects of
the pandemic, a particular focus
must be on ensuring that stu-
dents can succeed regardless of

their racial/ethnic and economic
background. As we prepare for
the upcoming school year, it is
critical that our leaders priori-
tize investments in our schools
so that our students are equipped
with the support and resources
they need to succeed. Only then
can we continue to make prog-
ress in bridging the achievement
gap.”

There is a lot of work for us to
do going forward.

“NWEA’s research confirms
how deeply students of color and
students from low-income com-
munities have been affected by
the pandemic. The road ahead is
an opportunity to focus on per-
sonalized, mastery-based learn-
ing — and to give every student
everywhere the chance to fill in
gaps,” said Sal Khan, founder
and CEO of Khan Academy.

“Our purpose in sharing this
research was not to tell teach-
ers how challenging this last
year was. They understand bet-
ter than anyone what it was like
for students and what they need
to do when they enter those
classrooms this fall,” said Chris
Minnich, CEO of NWEA. “Our
call for radical collaboration is
directed at those who work in
support of educators. We must
remove any barriers in the way
of effective instruction, apply
resources where teachers need
them the most (and that means
truly listening to what they need)
and ensure there is support be-
yond this next year because that
unprecedented federal funding
will run out long before we’ve
reached that education transfor-
mation.”
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‘Schools struggle with reopening
amid pandemic surge

Local officials test an array of approaches that offer hope for safe re-openings

By Hazel Trice Edney
TriceEdneyWire.com

With coronavirus cases rising
across the U.S. as a result of the
highly contagious Delta variant,
school districts nationwide are
moving quickly to implement
public-health precautions in
preparation for fall re-openings.

The scramble to put these
precautions in place reflects the
intense pressures that school
districts around the country are
under to reopen amid growing
concerns that many students
have struggled to keep up aca-
demically during months of
virtual learning. That pressure
only intensified with the recent
guidance the federal Centers for
Disease Control issued urging
schools to fully reopen in the
fall, even if they are unable to
put in place all the precautions
needed to contain the coronavi-
rus.

These measures include an
array of new cleaning regimens,
social distancing protocols,
contact tracing procedures and
revamped classroom layouts.
The concerns are particularly
acute in school districts serving
low-income black and Latino
communities that were among
the hardest hit by the pandemic.

More than that, many school
districts, particularly those in
low-income communities of
color, are facing the arduous
task of creating safe environ-
ments in buildings that are ag-
ing with poor ventilation and in
grave need of maintenance.

he U.S. Commission on Civil
Rights issued a disturbing report
in 2018 that found low-income
students, including blacks and
Latinos, are forced to learn in
“low-quality school facilities”
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that are poorly maintained. The
commission concluded that the
situation poses a threat to the
health of students.

More than that, schools that
serve high-poverty populations
— those with at least 75 percent
of students receiving subsidized
lunches — operate in buildings
whose average age is nearly 50
years old, according to the most
recent data available. Experts
say that these schools have had
problems with air quality long
before the pandemic struck.

As a result, many school dis-
tricts are moving aggressively,
and creatively, to field-test a
variety of safety measures, pro-
tocols and equipment. In the
process, these schools are pro-
viding something of a roadmap
for other districts scrambling to
safely reopen.

Some school districts are

working to ensure safe in-per-
son learning with local cam-
paigns that encourage commu-
nity vaccination for all who are
eligible. Others are leveraging
innovative technology — includ-
ing robots designed to iden-
tify and kill the COVID-19 and
other viruses and germs — to
clean and disinfect classrooms.
And some are even teaming up
with design professionals who
are exploring ideas on how to
revamp classroom layouts and
other spaces in the age of Co-
vid.

At Arizona’s Phoenix Union
High School District, for exam-
ple, school leaders organized a
pop-up vaccination event at 15
schools in the district, teamed
up with ride-hailing service
Lyft to provide free transporta-
tion to the sites, and successful-
ly vaccinated more than 3,000

people. Philadelphia’s school
district, whose student popula-
tion totals more than 200,000,
has taken a similar approach,
launching a Philly Teen Vaxx
campaign to encourage students
to be inoculated.

The Biden administration has
also moved aggressively to help
schools struggling to put safety
measures in place, particularly
those in inner cities. The ad-
ministration is partnering with
75 of the largest urban school
districts and local pharmacies
to help provide resources to
staff pop-up vaccine clinics on
school campuses.

Other schools are taking far
more unorthodox approaches.
In Deleware’s Christina School
District, for example, school
administrators are making a pe-
culiar bet: that newly designed
COVID-19 killing robots will
provide an extra layer of secu-
rity — and ease the concerns of
students, parents and teachers.
Adibot, a tall cylindrical ro-
bot with high-grade cleaners,
spends approximately three
minutes in each room, emitting
UV-C light and spraying dis-
infectant, which helps to clean
surfaces and the air.

In discussing this approach,
the Delaware Department of
Education’s chief equity offi-
cer, James Simmons, said that
the Christina School District
was an ideal place to test out
the robot’s effectiveness given
that the district primarily serves
a low-income population that
has been disproportionately im-
pacted by COVID-19.

Some school districts are us-
ing this moment to go beyond
simply addressing the dangers
posed by COVID-19. They

are also assessing the overall
health and safety of their build-
ings, many of them in need of
an overhaul to create conditions
that promote learning and cre-
ativity.

“The pandemic has under-
scored the need to rethink
public spaces and other shared
spaces,” said Paul Scialla,
founder of the International
Well Building Institute (IWBI),
a company that uses scientific-
based approaches to design-
ing buildings that promote the
health and well-being of occu-
pants. “This is an opportunity
for many schools to address the
immediate concerns stemming
from the pandemic as well as
the long-term health and safety
of the school’s shared spaces.”

Indeed, the IWBI is in the pro-
cess of partnering with schools
and communities throughout
the country to ensure students,
teachers and faculty can safely
return to full-time, in-person
learning. The IWBI is review-
ing the health and safety proto-
cols against the high standards
of its WELL Health Safety Rat-
ing. Those standards were de-
veloped by over 600 health and
public space experts to provide
the guidance needed for orga-
nizations to improve indoor
health and safety.

Some of the schools that
have achieved the WELL
Health-Safety Rating include
the Fairfax County, Virginia
school district, where admin-
istrators collaborated with the
IWBI to help safeguard against
COVID-19 throughout its 219
school facilities, as well as the
Upper St. Clair School District,
located in Pittsburgh Pennsyl-
vania.

According to recent report-
ing of a study conducted by the
Well Living Lab in collabora-
tion with the Mayo Clinic and
the University of Minnesota,
air filtration systems can add
an extra safeguard that limits
the aerosol spread of viral par-
ticles. The researchers built an
experimental classroom and
observed how adding portable
air purifiers to a classroom may
result in up to five times lower
particle concentrations in the
air throughout the entire room.
The study also observed that
adding portable air purifiers
provided a significant reduction
in the rate at which infectious
particles deposit on surfaces
compared to using an HVAC
system (with MERYV filtration).

The findings from the WELL
Living Lab’s study were similar
to a recent study by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention. School districts are
responding to this breadth of re-
search on particle transmission
by investing in air filtrations
systems. For example, the New
York City Department of Edu-
cation purchased over 100,000
portable air purification units
from the leading wellness tech-
nology company, Delos.

IWBI’s Scialla says they are
in talks with dozens of other
districts and are particularly fo-
cused on low-income, minority
populations that have been rav-

aged by the pandemic.
Said Scialla, “Teachers and
school administrators have

enough on their plate. We hope
that the WELL Health-Safety
Rating will give students, par-
ents and communities at large
the peace of mind they need to
fully return to the classroom.”

A few secrets to

By Vince Faust
Tips to Be Fit

Much too often, people use
workout routines that waste
time, energy and money. Exer-
cise should be a part of every-
one’s lifestyle male or female.

Fitting an exercise routine
into your lifestyle is not the
easiest task in the world. There
are plenty of excuses to keep
you from working out. But
there are a few secrets that can
get you on track for an efficient
and productive workout. Secret
#1: Write it down.

A fitness journal can be one
of the most important things
you can do for your fitness
program. Writing down your
program helps you keep track
of your fitness program. You’ll
also see if you’re sticking to
your program. A journal will
keep you honest, inspire you to
exercise harder and have a plan
to make better goals. A fitness
journal will also give you a re-
minder to work out.

Secret #2: The right amount
of cardio.

If you don’t do the right
amount of  cardiovascular
exercise you won’t get the
maximum benefits from your
workout program. An aerobics
workout will help you burn
fat after 20 minutes or more
of continuous movement. It
takes the body 20 minutes to

switch from anaerobic exercise
to the fat burning stage during
a workout. Some examples of
aerobic workouts include 20
minutes or more of brisk walk-
ing, jogging, bicycling, skating,
swimming, walking in a pool,

aerobic classes, racquetball
and jumping rope. Workouts
that include a lot of stop and go
movements will burn calories
but are not considered aerobic.
These include karate, volley-
ball, weight training, sprinting,
tennis, ballet and gymnastics.
Secret #3: Don’t forget to

do some strength training.

Strengthening muscles, ten-
dons and ligaments with resis-
tance exercise will make you
stronger, help support the skel-
etal system and joints. Stronger
muscles, tendons and ligaments
can reduce your risk of having
joint problems and help exist-
ing joint problems.

A complete workout should
include exercises for each
body part. This will include the
chest, shoulders, triceps, back,
biceps, forearm, thighs, calves
and your abdominals (midsec-

a great workout

tion). Start with 2 or 3 different
exercises for each body part.
Gradually work up to 8-12 rep-
etitions for each exercise. Do
each exercise 1-3 times to start.
If you can do more than 12
repetitions for a set the weight
is too light. If you can’t do at
least 8 repetitions for a set the
weight is too heavy.

Secret #4: Don’t forget to
breathe.

Always breathe correctly
during a resistance-training
workout. Inhale during the re-
laxed phase and exhale during
the actual lift. For instance, if
you’re doing an arm curl (bi-
cep curl) inhale as the weight is
lowered and exhale as you lift
the weight. Don’t over exag-
gerate your breathing because
this can cause dizziness.

Secret #5: It’s ok to get
help.

If you’re a beginner, have
someone who knows what
they’re doing take you through
your first few workouts.
Strength training can be dan-
gerous if you don’t do the exer-
cises correctly.

Secret #6: Drink water.

Water is the best liquid you
can drink before, during and
after a workout. You should
drink small amounts of water at
10 to 20 minute intervals. The
body doesn’t store water very
well, so if you drink a lot of it

at one time your body will just
get rid of it. Read your body,
if it’s running out of energy or
it seems affected by the heat,
stop. You don’t want to stop
working out just because it’s
hot, but you should use a little
common sense when working
out in hot weather.

Drinking water during your
workout helps to increase your
blood volume, which will in-
crease cardiac output. Cardiac
output is the amount of blood
being pumped during each
heartbeat. The more blood
your heart pumps with each
heartbeat, the more nutrients
are transported throughout the
body. These nutrients provide
energy for work. Many people
run out of steam during an ex-
ercise session because they
don’t replace water lost through
exercise.

Secret #7: Concentrate.

Always concentrate on what
you’re doing. Being careless
and taking your movements for
granted can cause injury. Con-
centrating on each repetition
when you workout will also re-
cruit more muscle fibers to do
work making each repetition
more efficient.

Secret #8: Know when
you’re going to workout.

Set the time you’re going to
workout. If you don’t know
when you are going to work

out you won’t work out. Morn-
ing and evening exercise have
health benefits and potential
pitfalls. The right time to ex-
ercise is not about how many
calories you burn or how much
weight you lift, it’s more about
when exercising fits into your
daily schedule.

There are some health is-
sues you should check with
your doctor before starting an
exercise program. If you are
diabetic or prediabetic, exer-
cise can help lower your blood
sugar and your weight. Talk
with your doctor if you have
diabetes related nerve damage.
Your doctor can tell you what
type of exercise program is a
good choice. You should also
pick the right shoes with your
doctor’s help.

If you have any form of heart
disease, your doctor may sug-
gest starting your exercise
program in a clinical setting.
Professional staff will monitor
your heart and blood pressure
as your program gets more in-
tense.

If you have knee, hip or back
problems check with your doc-
tor or a physical therapist before
starting your program. Other
problems that might hinder a
fitness program include bal-
ance issues, muscle weakness
and other physical disabilities.
Talk to a professional for help.
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By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

Earlier this

summer, 1
had a chance
to spend
time with my
great nieces
and neph-
ews. It was

so great spending time with
them, and I marveled at how
much they’d grown since I’d
last saw them. They were so
smart, funny and beautiful/
handsome.

Seeing my  confident
11-year-old great niece Jirch
engrossed in her iPhone made
me think about a video mes-
sage her mother shared years
ago showing her taking her
first steps on her first birth-
day. Jireh looked so cute in
the video. She was wearing a
white onesie and her stubby
little legs were working hard
as she moved unsteadily from
side to side. Whatever she
was holding in her right hand

AUGUST 5 - 11, 2021

P R E S E R V E D

Learning

to soar

(which I couldn’t make out in
the grainy cell phone video),
dropped to the ground as she
fell after taking a few steps.

Then she did the most
amazing thing. She got right
back up. She didn’t sit and cry
hoping for someone to help
her up. As soon as she hit the
carpeted floor, she leaned for-
ward and used her arms to lift
herself back up and continued
walking.

I remember when she was
learning how to balance in
her walker a few months ear-
lier. It’s just so incredible that
a few months later she was
now walking on her own. It
looks like she’d decided that
she was not just going to
walk, but she was going to do
it well.

Watching the video made
me think about how we re-
spond when we face challeng-
ing circumstances that knock
us down. Like my niece was
trying to do something new,
we may be trying to do some-

thing new and are unsure
about taking the first steps.
We are excited and a little
nervous taking those first
steps. We step out on faith but
what do we do when we fall?
Like her, we seem like we are
just getting started and then
boom, we fall, get discour-
aged, or worse, don’t get back
up.

The video also made me
think about some past situa-
tions where I tried something
new and thought I was doing
well. Then I fell by making
missteps and in some cases, |
was knocked down emotion-
ally and spiritually. Unlike in
the past where I wasn’t honest
about how those kinds of situ-
ations affected me, I acknowl-
edged first what happened
and how it made me feel.

We know that Romans 8:28
says that all things work to-
gether for our good. However,
knowing all things working
for my good doesn’t always
necessarily make me feel

good about the situation espe-
cially when it hurts.

As I was praying about it,
God led me to Isaiah 40:31 to
remind me that it’s not just
about getting back up, it’s
also about choosing to soar
about the situation once you
get back up.

Isaiah 40:31 says, “But
those who hope in the LORD
will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not
grow weary; they will walk
and not be faint.”

Choosing to walk is one
thing but choosing to soar
takes a new level of faith and
trust in God.

Shewanda Riley is a Dallas,
Texas based author of “Love
Hangover:  Moving From
Pain to Purpose After a Rela-
tionship Ends” and “Writing
to the Beat of God’s Heart: A
Book of Prayers for Writers.”
Email preservedbypurpose@
gmail.com or follow her on
Twitter @shewanda.
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Residents fight
to preserve historic
black churchin LA

By Alejandra Molina
Religion News Service

On a recent Sunday, about 10
people sat outside the steps of the
boarded-up First Baptist Church of
Venice, a century-old congregation
that, to many, remains a symbol of
the thriving black population that
once existed in the seaside town of
Los Angeles.

They discussed potential uses
for the church that would benefit
the community. It could reopen
as a library to highlight the black
history of the Oakwood neighbor-
hood, some suggested. Maybe it
could host coding classes for kids
or serve as a space for interfaith
gatherings. They also shared child-
hood memories of the church and
lamented the forces transform-
ing Venice from a working-class
and bohemian artist enclave to a
wealthy neighborhood. They be-
moaned the new geometric boxed
houses lining the streets, houses
they said feel out of character with
the area.

This isn’t an official meeting.
It’s not a church service or a dem-
onstration. It’s more like a weekly
teach-in they hold to let the pub-
lic know about the significance of
this church — and to make it clear
they’ll continue gathering until the
sacred building, which they fear
could be a casualty of Venice’s
changing landscape, is turned over
to the community.

Their nearly four-year effort ap-
pears to be making headway as
the Los Angeles Cultural Heritage
Commission in June voted in favor
of designating First Baptist Church
of Venice, and the adjacent parking
lots, a historic cultural monument.

Now, the city’s planning and
land use management committee
will vote on the issue in September
before it goes to the Los Angeles
City Council for a final vote.

“It’s about time something
moves in our favor, because they
try to act like we never lived here,”
said Laddie Williams, a lifelong
resident of Oakwood.

Williams was enraged when she
learned in 2017 that First Baptist
Church of Venice had been sold.
She knew she had to do some-
thing, so she sat in protest outside
the church, on the steps her grand-
father and his sons poured con-
crete on, helping put the finishing
touches in the late 1960s. Williams
has been sitting outside the church
since learning of the sale.

Founded in 1910, First Baptist
Church of Venice corresponded
with the area’s evolution as an ear-
ly enclave of black residents, and
as it outgrew its initial locations,
members in the late ‘60s helped
build the church building that still
stands in Oakwood — the only area
near the beach where black people
were allowed to historically buy
property in LA.

The church served the area’s
black and Latino residents until
2017, when then-pastor Horace Al-
len, citing a shrinking congrega-
tion, moved the congregation and
sold the church for $6.3 million
to Jay Penske, whose Penske Me-
dia Corporation publishes Rolling
Stone and Variety magazines. Pen-

ske, who couldn’t be reached for
comment, planned to convert the
church into a home for his family,
with a rooftop deck and four-car
garage.

Neighbors like Naomi Night-
ingale were stunned, referring to
Penske’s plans as “sacrilegious.”
Activists attribute the gentrifica-
tion of Venice to gang injunc-
tions that caused Latino and black
people to leave the area and cite
the tech boom for rising housing
prices. The church, residents say,
served as a respite to these kinds
of issues.

Bishop Elmer Lawrence
Holmes, who led the church for
more than 40 years, mentored
youth and residents impacted by
gang violence and injunctions.
Residents remember him organiz-
ing peace marches around Venice
and representing the interest of his
neighbors in local planning com-
mittees. He’d advocate for traf-
fic safety measures and regular
street cleaning. “His leadership,
insistence on good character and
proper behavior extended beyond
the church in the examples of prin-
ciples repeated and demonstrated
through dedicated parishioners,”
the city wrote in a report.

“We just could not allow it to
fall into the hands of someone who
didn’t have the religious respect of
the community,” said Nightingale,
who learned of the sale after see-
ing Williams sitting on the parish
steps.

Nightingale interviewed sev-
eral Oakwood residents, including
those who were part of the church,
to learn what the community and
the building meant to them. She
asked: “How would you feel if
you drove down the street and the
church wasn’t there?”’

Herman Clay, a deacon at the
church, told her: “How would peo-
ple in Hollywood feel if they woke
up one morning and they could not
see the Hollywood sign?”’

“It took four years, but we were
relentless,” said Nightingale, a
professor and Oakwood resident.
“We're still fighting because we
still know that they haven’t given

LR

up.

In late 2020, the church property
was sold again, this time to Lee
Polster, who in a June community
meeting said he planned to “re-
tain” and “reuse’ the church and
turn the adjacent parking lots into
a mixed-income housing project.
Polster said the historic designa-
tion wasn’t necessary because he
planned to rehabilitate the church
“while being mindful of the cul-
tural importance of the church
building.”

Outside the church, a “Black
Prayers Matter” banner hangs
from the top floor. On the entrance,
“Matthew 6:33” is etched on the
boarded-up doors. In giant letters,
“Black Lives Matter” is painted in
the middle of the road in front of
the church.

The push to preserve the church
building gained momentum after
the police killing of George Floyd,
when anti-police brutality protests
in support of Black Lives Matter
were held in Venice.
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Black-owned

businesses look to the
FDA to protect them

By Ron Busby
President & CEO,
U.S. Black Chambers, Inc
What many
of us have
dreamed about
for the past
year may be
turning  into

reality. Almost
half of the nation has been
fully vaccinated, the CDC
has announced businesses
can reopen along with lifted
mask guidance, and the glim-
mer of hope is shining bright-
er each day.

However, as we cling onto
this hope and adjust to what
many are calling the “new
normal,” we must not for-
get what we have learned
and what practices we must
bring into this next chapter
with us. The reality for many
black communities, especial-
ly black-owned businesses,
is that they must continue to
rely on lawmakers and regu-
lators to protect them from
virus spread and outbreak.

A year ago, in a quick fix
reaction to the pandemic,
the FDA released emergency
guidance that lowered the

standards for germ-fighting
products like hand sanitizer
in order to get more on the
market. This led to an ongo-
ing wave of hand sanitizers
that both smell horrible and
seem to do virtually nothing.
Now, a year later, city streets
are refilling, businesses are
starting to operate at full ca-
pacity, and we have a more
reliable supply of hand sani-
tizer. Yet, businesses are still
providing questionable prod-
ucts, and we are even seeing
reports of products with toxic
carcinogens steadily pop up.

With this in mind, T look
to lawmakers and regulators
to resolve this issue. As we
come out of this emergency,
it’s time for the FDA to with-
draw the temporary guid-
ance, and for Congress to use
its power of oversight to en-
sure these toxic products are
off the market for good.

We want to provide our pa-
trons and employees with a
safe experience; however, we
are not public health officials.
Clear and consistent guidance
from those in power is vital to
deciphering what hand sani-
tizer products are safe and

effective, where they should
be positioned in our stores/of-
fices/etc.

Because as is the case with
many issues in this country, it
is no surprise that the black
community has been hit the
hardest by the ripple effects
of COVID-19.

As the president of the
Black Chamber of Com-
merce, it is my responsibility
to advocate for the 310,000
U.S. black-owned businesses
we represent. With reports of
hand sanitizer products con-
taining high levels of metha-
nol, benzene and other toxins,
how can these employees,
customers and business own-
ers feel safe?

Not only are black people
more likely to contract and
die from COVID-19, but be-
cause of systemic inequities,
black-owned businesses are
more likely to lack sufficient
resources needed to stay
afloat and protect their cus-
tomers.

This shows that while safer,
more effective products may
be available again, without
clear guidance and access,
there is a barrier to entry for

them to arrive at small, of-
ten black-owned, businesses.
The latest census shows that
28 percent of U.S. businesses
are black-owned. The U.S.
economy relies on their suc-
cess and health, and we will
not see them flourish if they
continue to be ignored.

The FDA fought to get more
hand sanitizers on the market
when we needed it most, but
now we must deal with the
unintended consequences that
came along with it and rescind
the emergency guidelines. I
hope that along with the FDA,
lawmakers, especially those
on the Congressional Black
Caucus, are as concerned
about this as [ am and will use
their power to stop it.

Black business owners
have enough on their shoul-
ders. They do not need to
worry about the toxicity of
hand sanitizer products they
put out to protect their pa-
trons, but instead should feel
confident that they have the
support of regulatory bodies
to keep them safe.

Ron Busby, president &
CEO, U.S. Black Chambers,
Inc.

To protect Democracy,
we have to fix the
Supreme Court

By Ben Jealous
People For the American Way

It’s been six
months  since
the Biden-
Harris ad-
ministration
began, usher-
ing in an era
of hope after four bitter and
disheartening years. We have
much to celebrate. At the
same time, there are ways in
which our future is waver-
ing on a knife’s edge: will
we fulfill the promise of a
more inclusive democracy,
or be dragged backwards by
the same forces that tried to
reverse the presidential elec-
tion on January 6? Will our
federal government step up
to protect voting rights, or
will more and more states
suppress them? Can we pro-
tect and expand health care?

I am proud of the commit-
ment of advocates who are
pushing the Biden-Harris
administration and the new
leadership in Congress to be
their best. But there is anoth-
er critically important step
we have to take if we want
voting rights, or health care,
or workers’ rights, reproduc-
tive rights, LGBTQ rights, or
any of the rights we are fight-
ing for to survive. We have to
fix our Supreme Court.

For decades now, the same
far-right forces that are fight-
ing justice and equal rights
for all our citizens have

been working to pack our
federal courts. Their crown-
ing achievement has been
the capture of the Supreme
Court, now dominated by
ultraconservatives. The Su-
preme Court has dealt dev-
astating blows to the Vot-
ing Rights Act. It has made
it casier for companies to
violate the rights of working
people. It opened our elec-
tions to unlimited spending
by corporate interests. And
it is undermining health and
safety regulations.

This matters greatly be-
cause even as we welcome
the opportunities for change
that we voted for in electing
the Biden-Harris administra-
tion and Democratic leader-
ship in Congress, there is
a real risk that laws passed
now — for progress that real
people want — could be evis-
cerated by a far-right Su-
preme Court.

We can’t let that happen.

Fortunately, there are solu-
tions on the table. President
Biden has formed a Presi-
dential Commission on the
Supreme Court of the Unit-
ed States to study ideas for
reforming the court. They
include a first-ever code of
ethics for Supreme Court
justices — a good idea in any
era. They also include pro-
posals that would address
the unique moment we are
in now, when the court has
been so politicized and dis-

torted by partisan interests.
One idea is to set term lim-
its for justices. Another is to
add more seats to the court,
which would have a direct
impact in easing the current
crisis of a “captured court.”

There will be lively debate
over these proposals, includ-
ing pushback from tradition-
alists who think we should
not mess with the makeup of
the court. But the number of
seats on the court has been
changed before — not once,
but half a dozen times.

It’s also important to re-
member that we didn’t get
here though a traditional or
normal course of events. The
current court makeup was
achieved by cynical political
machinations of Mitch Mc-
Connell, the former Senate
Majority Leader. McConnell
refused to hold hearings for
President Obama’s SCOTUS
nominee Merrick Garland,
thereby stealing the seat for
Neil Gorsuch. He did this
on the flimsy pretext that it
was too close to a presiden-
tial election. Then, proving
conclusively that he has no
shame, McConnell forced
through Amy Coney Bar-
rett’s confirmation for the
late Justice Ginsburg’s seat
even though voting had al-
ready begun in the next pres-
idential election.

So there are clear wrongs
to be remedied. The Roberts
Supreme Court is losing the

confidence of the American
people, if it hasn’t lost it al-
ready. In its current form it
is becoming a political body
incapable of protecting the
rights of all, interested only
in those of the privileged and
powerful.

And that means Supreme
Court reform needs to be
an integral part of our cam-
paigns for justice and equity
on all fronts. We are fight-
ing too hard for justice to
see progress wrecked on the
shoals of a rock-solid conser-
vative court. Let’s raise our
voices for term limits and
more Supreme Court seats
at the same time we’re call-
ing for the For the People
Act and John Lewis Voting
Rights Act, the Equality Act,
immigration reform, repro-
ductive rights, health care
and fair pay.

Let’s not trust our future to
a captured court.

Ben Jealous serves as
president of People For the
American Way. Jealous has
decades of experience as
a leader, coalition builder,
campaigner for social jus-
tice and seasoned nonprofit
executive. In 2008, he was
chosen as the youngest-
ever president and CEO of
the NAACP. He is a gradu-
ate of Columbia University
and Oxford, where he was a
Rhodes Scholar, and he has
taught at Princeton and the
University of Pennsylvania.

The vaccine,
the mask
and our
children

By Dr. John Warren
San Diego Voice and
Viewpoint/NNPA Member

First let us say
the vaccine saves
Q lives; the life of
‘| the person vac-
cinated and the
lives of those they
come in contact
with. The low deaths, if not
no deaths, of those vaccinated
should be proof for the doubters.

Second, masks save lives as
evidenced by the statistical non
spread among those wearing
masks covering their mouth and
nose. This is a scientific fact
well documented. The combina-
tion of vaccines and masks save
lives. The virus is not political,
only its victims.

This brings us to the issue of
our children. All our children
are victims without our inter-
vention. We cannot give them a
vaccine, but we can give them
masks and we know the masks
work against the virus.

't

New Referral based
Blockchain group is
looking for full and part
time independent affiliates
to join our team. Our
mission is to develop
generational wealth for our
affiliates and their

families.

Compensation is paid in
cryptocurrency (Bitcoin

and Etherium

goldrush.info

. For more
information visit our
website: www.crypto-

Question: Why put the chil-
dren at risk with our own per-
sonal issues? If the masks work
and children are given the op-
portunity to understand why it’s
necessary, then we save little
lives and that’s more important
than party politics over the vi-
rus.

Until the vaccine is approved
for children, masks should be
a requirement and the priority
should be saving the lives of our
children as well as ourselves.

Finally, all elements of gov-
ernment, federal, state, county
and local as well as businesses
should require the vaccine and
those who object have a right to
file lawsuits to sell the issue. The
lives of our children are more
important than litigation. Let’s
take the vaccine, wear the masks
and live. Too many lives have
already been lost due to foolish-
ness over vaccines and masks.

Let’s get real serious about the
vaccine, the masks, and our chil-
dren.
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL EXCEPTION
ZONING CASE NO. 4137

By W rtue of and pura ant to the authority and diret ion of that Ordinane by the City
Counclofd B n, Mis & ppi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, no-
tie is hereby gie n to all pers ns interes ed in or in any way affet ed thereby, that
Betty Sullivan has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application
requesting a Special Exception to allow for a professional (real estate) office within a
R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District on property located at 1611 Countrywood Dr.
(Parcel 713-498) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being
more particularly described as:

Lot 20, Fairwood Subdivision, Part 3, a subdivision according to a map of plat thereof
which is on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, Mis-
sissippi in Plat Book 35, at Page 49, reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as
a part of this des iption.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, August 25, 2021, at which time all
parties interes ed in or affet ed thereby will be heard both pro and o n on a id ques ion,
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its
reo mmendation to the City Counclofd B n. Any objet ion thereto may be made by
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the
City Zoning Adminis rator before a id time if a hearing thereof or o ns deration thereof
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator
at leas 72 hours in ada ne , the City will tae & eps to a0 mmodate t tie ns need for
interpreters or auk liary aids for the ¥ 8 ally hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PER-
SON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANC-
ING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIATELECONFER-
ENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER
PRIOR TO AUGUST 18, 2021.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of July 2021.
/6 Es er L. Ainer orth
Zoning Adminis rator

Cityofd & n,Mis & ppi

8/5/2021, 8/19/2021

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT
ZONING CASE NO. 4138

By i rtue of and pura ant to the authority and diret ion of that Ordinane by the City
Counclofd B n, Mis & ppi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, no-
tie is hereby gie n to all pers ns interes ed in or in any way affet ed thereby, that
Abdulaziz Yafai has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application
requesting a Use Permit to allow for the operation of a tobacco paraphernalia retail busi-
ness shop in a C-2 (Limited) Commercial District for the property located at 5801 Ridge-
wood Rd. (Parcel 504-712) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and
being more particularly described as:

Being b tuated in the Southeas Vi of Setion 1 and in the Northeas s of Set ion 12,
all in Township 6 North, Range 1 East, City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds
County, Mis & ppi, and being more partio larly des ibed by metes and bounds as
follows, to-wit:

Commence at the Northwest corner of Turtle Creek subdivision, Part 1, A subdivision, the
map or plate of which is recorded in Plat Book 30 at Page 42 of the Chancery Records
of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, and run thence South 89 degrees 54 minutes
29 seconds East for a distance of 167.79 feet along the Northern line of the said Section
12 to the Northern line of Atkins Boulevard Extension; thence continue South 89 degrees
54 minutes 29 seconds East for a distance of 158.11 feet along the said Northern Line
of Section 12 to a point near the center of White Oak creek; thence North 22 degrees
06 minutes 39 seconds West for a distance of 38.48 feet along the said center of White
Oak Creek; thence leave said center of White Oak Creek and run South 89 degrees 54
minutes 29 seconds East for a distance of 35.38 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING for
the parcel herein described; thence South 12 degrees 14 minutes 16 seconds East for
a distance of 107.99 feet; thence South 17 degrees 51 minutes 04 seconds East for a
distance of 53.34 feet; thence South 20 degrees 20 minutes 43 seconds East for a dis-
tance of 43.90 feet; thence South 36 degrees 44 minutes 08 seconds East for a distance
of 9.48 feet to the said Northern line of Adkins Boulevard Extension; thence run 105.98
feet along the arc of a 424.61 foot radius curve to the left along the said Northern line of
Adk ns Boulea rd Ek ens on to the Wes ern line of Ridgewood Road, a id arc hav ng a
105.71 foot chord which bears South 77 degrees 22 minutes 37 seconds East; thence
North 00 degrees 33 minutes 31 seconds East for a distance of 227.92 feet along the
said Western line of Ridgewood Road; thence leave said Western line of Ridgewood
Road and run North 89 degrees 54 minutes 29 seconds West for a distance of 165.55
feet to the Point of Beginning, containing 0.6887 acres, more or less.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, August 25, 2021, at which time all
parties interes ed in or affet ed thereby will be heard both pro and o non a id ques ion,
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its
reo mmendation to the City Countlofd B n. Any objet ion thereto may be made by
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the
City Zoning Adminis rator before a id time if a hearing thereof or o ns deration thereof
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator
at leas 72 hours in ada ne , the City will tak & eps to a0 mmodate ttiz ns need for
interpreters or auk liary aids for the v & ally hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PER-
SON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANC-
ING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIATELECONFER-
ENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER
PRIOR TO AUGUST 18, 2021.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of July 2021.
/6 E6 er L. Ainw orth
Zoning Adminis rator

Cityofd & n, Mis & ppi

8/5/2021, 8/19/2021

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR TUESDAY, AU-
GUST 31, 2021 AT 10:00 A.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL, 219 S.
PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201. IT IS HEREBY SCHEDULED
TO DISCUSS RENAMING OF ORA BELL (MA BELL) WRIGHT DRIVE FROM MARTIN
LUTHER KING JR. DRIVE TO FLORA STREET TO BARBARA RAMSEY DRIVE. IN
CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING:

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI ESTABLISHING
THE HONORARY RENAMING OF ORABELL (MABELL) WRIGHT DRIVE FROM MAR-
TIN LUTHER KING JR. DRIVE TO FLORA STREET TO BARBARA RAMSEY DRIVE.

5/4/2021, 5/12/2021

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR TUESDAY, AU-
GUST 31, 2021 AT 10:00 A.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL, 219 S.
PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201. IT IS HEREBY SCHEDULED
TO DISCUSS RENAMING OF CARNATION STREET FROM POCOHONTAS AVENUE
TO HOLMES AVENUE TO REVEREND FRANK WILBERT JAMES DRIVE. IN CONSID-
ERATION OF THE FOLLOWING:

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI ESTABLISHING
THE HONORARY RENAMING OF CARNATION STREET FROM POCOHONTAS AV-
ENUE TO HOLMES AVENUE TO REVEREND FRANK WILBERT JAMES DRIVE.

8/5/2021, 8/12/2021

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS — NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
RIVERSIDE DRIVE IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT
Jackson, Mississippi

Sealed bids will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. CST. August 31,
2021 at the City Clerk’s Office located at 219 S. President St., for supplying all labor, materials
and equipment as required under the plans and specifications for the construction of RIVERSIDE
DRIVE IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT. Please address envelope to City Clerk, P.O. Box 17,
Jackson, MS 39205.

The entire project must be completed within 390 calendar days. The contract will be subject to
liquidated damages in the amount of twelve hundred dollars ($1,200.00) per calendar day for each
consecutive calendar day in which the contract time is exceeded.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public contracting. It is
the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full an equal business opportunity for all persons doing
business with the City. As a precondition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall
submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) plan. Failure to comply with
the City’s ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded an eligible
contract. For more information on the City of Jackson's Equal Business Opportunity Program,
please contact Michael Davis with the office of Economic Development at (601) 960-1856. Copies
of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the Program are available at 200 South
President Street, Warren Hood Building, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson") is committed to cultivating and ensuring the
quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance.
The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as
well as those who seek to contract with the City on various projects and/or conduct business in the
City to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly c dering City residents for empl
opportunities.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, as amended, 42 US.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all bidders will be afforded full
opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on
the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, or disability in consideration for an award,

A Pre-Bid Meeting is scheduled for August 13, 2021 at 2:00 p.m., local time in the 5th Floor
Conference Room of the Department of Public Works at 200 South President Street, Jackson,

Mississippi. ATTENDANCE BY ALL POTENTIAL CONTRACTORS,
SUBCONTRACTORS, AND OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES IS STRONGLY
RECOMMENDED.

Contract Drawings, Contract Specifications, and Proposals forms are on file and open to public
inspection at Waggoner Engineering, Inc., located at 143-A LeFleurs Square, Jackson, Mississippi
39211. One (1) copy of the Plans, Specifications, and Contract Documents may be procured at
Waggoner Engineering, Inc., upon payment of $250.00 dollars for each set, which will not be
refunded. All request and questions regarding plans and specifications can be directed to Thomas
Grass, PE, (601) 355-9526. The Standard Specifications adopted by the City Council may be

procured from the Department of Public Works, if desired upon payment of $5.00 dollars for each
specification.

“Official bid documents can be downloaded from Central Bidding at
www.centralbidding.com. Electronic bids can be submitted at www.centralbidding.com. For
any questions relating to the electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding at 225-
810-4814.”

Bidders must be qualified under Mississippi law and possess a certificate of responsibility issued
by the Mississippi State Board of Contractors establishing its classification as to the value and type
of construction on which it is authorized to bid. Each bidder must deposit with its proposal, a bid
bond or certified check in an amount equal to five percent (5%) of the total bid for the work, payable
to the City of Jackson, as the bid security.

The successful bidder shall furnish a Performance Bond and Payment Bond each in the amount of
one hundred percent (100%) of the contract amount awarded. Attorneys-in-fact who sign Bid
Bonds or Payment Bonds and Performance Bonds must file with each bond a certified and effective
dated copy of their power of attorney.

Bids and EBO plans shall be submitted in triplicate, sealed and deposited with the City of
Jackson’s City Clerk prior to the hour and date designated above. Bid shall be made out on
the bid proposal forms provided. Each bidder shall write “Bid for RIVERSIDE DRIVE
IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT” and its certificate of r: ibi ber on the outside of
the sealed envelope containing its proposal.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any and all

informalities CLJ. U ‘m_l/

Charles Williams, Jr./PE, Ph.D
Director of Public Wigks/City Engineer

7/29/2021, 8/5/2021

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING
ZONING CASE NO. 4136

By v rtue of and purs ant to the authority and diret ion of that Ordinance by the City
Counclofd B n, Mis & ppi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, no-
tie is hereby gie nto all pers ns interes ed in or in any way affet ed thereby, that Alpha
Robinson has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application re-
ques ing a Rema ning from R-4 (Limited Multi-Family Res dential Dis rit to C-2 (Limited)
Commert al Dis rict to allow for a res aurant, o mmunity e rive e nter and other related
C-2 uses for property located at 2000 Valley St. (Parcel: 163-231), in the First Judicial
District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

LOT ONE (1) AND 2 (TWO) OF BLOCK 17 OF COLLEGE PARK ADDITION; PART 2,
ACCORDING TO THE MAP OR PLAT THEREOF OF RECORD, IN THE OFFICE OF
THE CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY, AT JACKSON, IN PLAT BOOK 4 AT
PAGE 37 THEREOF, MADE IN AID OF AND AS A PART OF THIS DESCRIPTION.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, August 25, 2021, at which time all
parties interet ed in or affet ed thereby will be heard both pro and o non a id ques ion,
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its
reo mmendation to the City Counclofd & n. Any objet ion thereto may be made by
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the
City Zoning Adminis rator before a id time if a hearing thereof or o ns deration thereof
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator
at leas 72 hours in ada ne , the City will tae & eps to a0 mmodate t tie ns need for
interpreters or auk liary aids for the iv & ally hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PER-
SON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANC-
ING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIATELECONFER-
ENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER
PRIOR TO AUGUST 18, 2021.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of July 2021.
/6 Es er L. Ainw orth
Zoning Adminis rator

Cityofd & n,Mis & ppi

8/5/2021, 5/19/2021

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT
ZONING CASE NO. 4140

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council of
Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given
to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that John W. Craig has filed with the
Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to allow for the
operation of a tattoo studio in an UTC Urban Town Center Mixed-Use District for the property
located at 605 Duling Ave. (Parcel 47-16) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Missis-
sippi, and being more particularly described as:

LOT 1, lorena subdivision, a subdivision ACCORDING TO THE MAP OR PLAT THEREOF
which is on file and of record IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS
COUNTY, mississippi IN PLAT BOOK 1 AT PAGE 84, reference to which is hereby made in aid
of and as PART OF THIS DESCRIPTION.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Con-
ference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, August 25, 2021, at which time all parties interested in
or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will
be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City
Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within
the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time
if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request
is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to
accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE OP-
TION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH
REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIRE-
MENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY
EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER PRIOR TO AUGUST
18, 2021.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of July 2021.
Is/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator

City of Jackson, Mississippi

8/5/2021, 5/19/2021

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT
ZONING CASE NO. 4139

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council of
Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given
to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Abdulaziz Yafai has filed with
the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to allow for
the operation of a tobacco paraphernalia retail business in a C-2 (Limited) Commercial District
for the property located at 1189 E. County Line Rd. (Parcel 738-8-3) in the First Judicial District
of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

TRACT |

A certain parcel of land being situated in Lots 1 and 8, Block 49, Highland Colony (Virden-
Hatch Place), a Subdivision according to the map or plat thereof, on file and of record in the
office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, as now recorded in Plat
Book A at Page 283, and being more particularly described as follows:

Commence at the Northwest Comer of Wildwood North, Part Il, a subdivision according to the
map or plat thereof, on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County
at Jackson, Mississippi, as now recorded in Plat Book 23 at Page 19; run thence North 89
degrees 56 minutes 55 seconds West along the South right-of-way line of County Line Road
(as now laid out and improved) for a distance of 40.10 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING of
the parcel of land herein described; said point being the Point of Intersection of the West line
of a 40 foot right-of-way (undeveloped street) with said South right-of-way line of County Line
Road; from said POINT OF BEGINNING, run thence South 04 degrees 24 minutes 10 sec-
onds West along said West line of a 40 foot right-of-way, said West line further being 40 feet
West of and parallel to the West line of the aforesaid Wildwood North, Part Il, for a distance
766.66 feet to a point; run thence North 86 degrees 04 minutes 09 seconds West for a distance
of 578.27 feet to a point on the East top of bank of Purple Creek; run thence North 01 degrees
54 minutes 05 seconds East along said East top of bank of Purple Creek for a distance of
71.00 feet to a point; run thence South 89 degrees 59 minutes 55 seconds East for a distance
of 221.00 feet to a point; run thence North 04 degrees 00 minutes 33 seconds East for a dis-
tance of 242.48 feet to a point; run thence South 85 degrees 59 minutes 27 seconds East for a
distance of 69.97 feet to a point; run thence North 04.degrees 01 minutes 0S seconds East for
distance of 418.13 feet to a point on the aforesaid South right-of-way line of County Line Road;
run thence South 89 degrees 56 minutes 55 seconds East along said South right-of- way line
of County Line Road for a distance of 296.36 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing
261,912.573 square feet or 6.013 acres, more or less.

TRACT I

Together with those certain easement(s) appurtenant which constitute and interest in real prop-
erty described in Reciprocal Easement And Operation Agreement of record in Book 3714,
Page 384, as amended by Amendment To Reciprocal Easement And Operation Agreement of
record in Book 5879, Page 958, as amended by Waiver For Reciprocal Easement And Opera-
tion Agreement of record in Book 5879, Page 972, as amended by Second Amendment To
Reciprocal Easement And Operation Agreement of record in Book 6141, Page 001.

TRACT Il

Together with those certain easement(s) appurtenant which constitute and interest in real prop-
erty described in Declaration of Cross Access Easements and Covenants of record in Book
5879, Page 989, as amended by Amendment to Declaration Of Cross Access Easements And
Covenants of record in Book 6141, Page 009.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Con-
ference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, August 25, 2021, at which time all parties interested in
or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will
be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City
Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within
the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time
if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request
is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to
accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE OP-
TION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH
REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIRE-
MENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY
EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER PRIOR TO AUGUST
18, 2021.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of July 2021.
Is/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator

City of Jackson, Mississippi

8/5/2021, 8/19/2021

LEGAL

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF HINDS COUNTY MISSISSIPPI

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
CITY OF JACKSON MISSISSIPPI PLAINTIFF
VERSUS G2021-00985 G/2
JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY

AND ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN PERSONS AND
ENTITIES AND PARTIES HAVING AN
INTEREST IN PARCEL # 145-27 LOCATED

IN THE CITY OF JACKSON MISSISSIPPI

AND COMMONLY REFERRED TO AS

MOUNT OLIVE CEMETERY

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

To: ALL UNKNOWN PERSONS AND ENTITIES HAVING AN INTEREST IN PARCEL
145-27, ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS OF PERSONS BURIED IN MOUNT OLIVE CEMETERY

You have been made Defendants in the suit filed in this Court by The City of Jackson Mis-
sissippi to acquire title to Parcel # 145-27 located in Subdivision 640 which is commonly

referred to as Mount Olive Cemetery and is more adequately described in an instrument
recorded in Deed Book 18 at Page 581. The Jackson Cemetery Association was adminis-
tratively dissolved in May 1989. The officers of the entity prior to administrative dissolution
are not known. Persons other than you who are Defendants in this cause are Jackson
State University.

You are required to mail a written response to the Complaint to Carrie Johnson, attorney
for the Plaintiff(s) at Post Office Box 2779, Jackson, Mississippi 39207-2779. Alternatively,
the response may be hand delivered to the Plaintiff's attorney at 455 East Capitol Street,
Jackson, Mississippi.

Your response must be mailed or delivered not later than thirty (30) days after the date of
first publication of this summons. If your response is not so mailed or delivered, a judgment
by default will be entered against you for the money or relief demanded in the complaint.

You must also file the original of your response with the clerk of this Court within a reason-
able time afterward.

Issued under my hand and the seal of said Court, this the 9th day of July 2021.

Eddie Jean Carr, Chancery Clerk

Seal By: S Rankin, Deputy Clerk

8/5/2021, 8/12/2021, 8/19/2021
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LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING WITH A USE PERMIT
ZONING CASE NO. 4141

By ¥ rtue of and purs ant to the authority and diret ion of that Ordinane by the City
Counclofd B n, Mis & ppi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, no-
tie is hereby gie n to all pers ns interes ed in or in any way affet ed thereby, that
Miltoria Heath has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application
reques ing a Rem ning from I-1 (Light) Indus rial Dis rit to R-4 (Limited Multi-family
Residential District with a Use Permit to operate an after school care center for property
located at 1110 Noel St. (Parcel 65-81-1) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County,
Miss & ppi, and being more partia larly des ibed as

Being a part of blok A of p lit addition tothettyofd & n, andreo rdedins re yor’s
record block “A” at page 263 in the office of the chancery clerk of the first judicial district
of Hinds o unty, Mis & ppi and being more partia larly des ibed as follows

Comment ng at the 8 uthwes o rner of said blok “A” of Split addition and in aid of this
des iption referene made to a later 8 rvey of a id property, k own as sh ool 8 bdi -
sion, a plat of which is of record in the chancery clerk’s office above mentioned and the
property herein o nveg d is & tuated upon thereon as an unnumbered lot in the & uth-
west corner of said plat, thence run north 88 degrees 31 minutes east along the north
line of bell  reet as shownona idb ool 8 bdiiv & on plat 210.0 feet to an iron pin being
85.0 feet measured along the north line of bell street from the found iron at the south-
eas o rner of lot 20 of blok C of a id s hool & bdiv & on; thene north 10 degrees 25
minutes eas along the wets & de of A 10 foot alley a dis ane of 105.1 feet to an iron pin
mark ng the point of beginning of the property des ibed herein; thene o ntinue north
10 degrees 25 minutes east along last mentioned call 89.1 feet to an iron pin in the south
right of way of Noel Ae nue as k own on aforea idb ool & bdiv s ona id iron pin being
353.6 feet measured along the south line of Noel Avenue from the northeast corner of
lot 12, block C of & id B ool line of Noel Ae nue 122.2 feet; thene & uth 01 degree 53
minutes east 91.8 feet; thence north 85 degrees 59 minutes east 103.3 feet to the point
of beginning and o ntaining 0.231 ac es more or les

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, August 25, 2021, at which time all
parties interes ed in or affet ed thereby will be heard both pro and o non a id ques ion,
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the
City Zoning Adminis rator before a id time if a hearing thereof or o né deration thereof
is deb red, or by o une | on a id date. If a reques is made to the Zoning Adminis rator
atleas 72 hours in ada ne , the City will tak & eps to ao mmodate t tie ns need for
interpreters or auk liary aids for the v 8 ally hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE
THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN
PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DIS-
TANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELE-
CONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO
REGISTER PRIOR TO AUGUST 18, 2021.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of July 2021.
/6 Es er L. Aingr orth
Zoning Adminis rator

Cityofd & n,Mis & ppi

8/5/2021, 8/19/2021

GENERAC
——————RE

Prepare for
power outages
with a Generac
home standby
generator

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-316-8630

Pick Up

THE Mississippr LINK

AT THE FOoLLOWING LLOCATIONS:

JACKSON
BULLY’S RESTAURANT

3118 Livingston Road

CASH & CARRY

Capitol Street and Monument Street
CITY HALL

219 S President St

GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL

3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL

2030 N Siwell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL

4331 Highway 80W

DOLLAR GENERAL

5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL

1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL

304 Briarwood Dr

DOLLAR GENERAL

2855 McDowell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL

104 Terry Rd

J & AFUEL STORES

3249 Medgar Evers Bivd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S MARKET
Northside Drive

MCDADE’S MARKET #2

653 Duling Avenue

PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall

350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART

5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE

Fortification and 1-55

MURPHY USA

6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE

Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS

380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

CANTON

A&l

716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B&B

702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE

3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE

Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART

743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY

Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN

285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS

K & K ONE STOP

110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE

421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP

257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY

22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

BYRAM

DOLLAR GENERAL

125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

5495 |-565 South Frontage Road

VOWELL'S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road

CITY HALL

Terry Road

CLINTON
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

TERRY

SERVICE STATION

at Exit 78

CITY HALL

West Cunningham Avenue

RAYMOND

HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER

505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY

122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS

LOVE FOOD MART

120 E. Main Street,

Raymond, MS

RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL

110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE

UTICA
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18

PITT STOP

101 Hwy 18 & 27

BOLTON
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty™*
A $695 Value!

Limited Time Offer - Call for Details
Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

The Power of Prevention

[ )
LIFE LINEI?SCREENINC(@

Are you at risk
for stroke or
cardiovascular disease?

Screenings are easy, painless
and non-invasive.

Call Life Line Screening at
855-393-5067

Special Offer for Readers
5 screening package for $149

YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
| GUARANTEE
|
EXCLU§IVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

15% « 10

YOUR ENTIRE SENIORS &
PURCHASE" MILITARY!

‘GUTTER
PROTECTION

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

+5%OFF

TO THE FIRST 50 !
CALLERS ONLY!™ P

* K *
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!'
Promo Code: 285
Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

CALL US TODAY FOR
Q AFreEesTimaTe | 1-866-479-1028
: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri:

MCGAN

Mississippi Classified Advertising Network

To place vour statewide classified ad order, call M35 Press Services at 601-981-3060

Classes / Training

Services-General

COMPUTER AND IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional  now! Grants  and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN TRAINING
PROGRAMS From Ultimate Medical
Academy Offer Quality Healthcare
Education to Students 100% online.-
Ultimate Medical Academy: 1-866-664-
4140

GENERAC STANDBY GENERATORS
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695
valuel). Request a free quote today! Call

for additional terms and conditions. 1-
844-316-8630

Home Improvement

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeofFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking  gutter  protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior and
Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-1028
NEVER PAY FOR COVERED HOME
REPAIRS AGAIN! Complete Care Home
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE.
$200.00 OFF + 2 FREE Months! 866-
934-1258

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful
New Blinds and Shades. FREE in-home
estimates make it convenient to shop
from home. Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA. Call for free
consultation: 833-822-2608. Ask about
our specials!

AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save! Call: 833-678-0500

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1-855-397-72045
www.dental50plus.com/mspress #6258

SAVE UP TO 80% ON YOUR MEDICA-
TION. Eliquis, Xarelto, Viagra, Cialis and
more. Licensed and Certified. Lowest
Price Guaranteed. Call 855-813-7051
and get free shipping on your first order.
(Open M-F)

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

Miscellaneous

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
8 7 7 -6 2 8
3143

Services-Medical

LIFE ALERT. One press of a button
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home and on
the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
855-686-5548 FREE Brochure.
STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR
DISEASE cre leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-855-393-
5067.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-
ING available in over 90 newspapers at
one flat rate. To place your order for
statewide advertising, call Mississippi
Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Services-General

DIRECTV FOR $69.99/mo for 12
months with  CHOICE Package. Watch
your favorite live sports, news and enter-
tainment anywhere. One year of HBO
Maox FREE. Directy is #1 in Customer
Satisfaction (JD Power and Assoc.) Call

for more details! (some restrictions apply)
Call 1-855-978-3110

Statewide
Classified Ads!

90+ newspapers for one low rate!
To order your advertising, call:

Mississippi Press Services
Sue Hicks, 601-981-3060

Week of August 1, 2021
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5 Florida
officers
charged over
violent arrests
of black men

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

Five Florida police officers
have been charged with bat-
tery connected to the violent
arrests of two black men last
week, prosecutors announced
Monday.

Miami-Dade State Attorney
Katherine Fernandez Rundle
held a news conference to an-
nounce the first-degree misde-
meanor charges against Miami
Beach police Sgt. Jose Perez,
Officer Kevin Perez, Officer
Robert Sabater, Officer David
Rivas and Officer Steven Ser-
rano. The officers had previ-
ously been suspended, and
Fernandez Rundle said addi-
tional charges might follow.
All five officers turned them-
selves in earlier Monday.

Surveillance video shows an
officer chase Dalonta Crudup,
24, into the lobby of the Royal
Palm Hotel in South Beach in
the early morning hours of July
26. The officer orders Crudup
onto the ground at gunpoint,
and Crudup complies. Mo-
ments later, more than a dozen
other officers run into the lob-
by and surround Crudup, who
can be seen on the ground with
his hands behind his back.

Fernandez Rundle said body
camera footage shows Sgt.

Jose Perez kick a handcuffed
Crudup three times, while Of-
ficer Kevin Perez kicked Crud-
up at least four times.

Fernandez Rundle said sur-
veillance video also shows
Khalid Vaughn, 28, using a
cellphone to record Crudup’s
arrest from about 12 feet away.
Body camera footage shows
Vaughn backing away at the
instruction of an officer when
Sabater tackles Vaughn to the
floor and repeatedly punches
him. Fernandez Rundle said
Rivas and Serrano also struck
Vaughn.

Officers said they initially
followed Crudup into the ho-
tel because he struck a bicycle
patrol officer while driving
a scooter recklessly. That of-
ficer was taken to a hospital
for treatment of leg injuries.
Crudup was charged with sev-
eral counts, including aggra-
vated battery on a law enforce-
ment officer

Charges against Vaughn
of resisting an arrest with
violence and impeding a po-
lice investigation have been
dropped.

The police officers’ union
didn’t immediately respond to
an email from The Associated
Press seeking comment about
the battery charges.

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention has
taken new measures to protect
renters from evictions.

Over the past two months,
the new prohibition on evic-
tions will apply to communi-
ties with high or substantial
COVID-19 transmission.

“My hope is it’s going to be
a new moratorium that in some
way covers close to 90 percent
of the American people or rent-
ers,” President Joe Biden told
news reporters on Tuesday.

The president expressed
fears that the order would face
court battles after the Supreme
Court ruled that an extension
to the original moratorium that
expired on July 31 could not
occur without clear and spe-
cific congressional authoriza-
tion via new legislation. Still,
members of Congress who had
pressed the administration to
act applauded the president.

“From the bottom of my
heart and on behalf of millions
of renters, I thank the president
for listening and for encourag-
ing the CDC to act,” Congress-
woman Maxine Waters (D-
Califl), the chairwoman of the
House Committee on Financial
Services, said in a statement.
“This extension of the morato-
rium is the lifeline that millions
of families have been waiting

this pandemic, it was clear that
eviction moratoriums not only
kept people housed but also
saved lives,” Waters remarked.

for. From the very beginning of

Congressman Jimmy Go-
mez (D-Calif.), a member of
the Congressional Progressive
Caucus, also applauded the
president. “Today, the Biden
administration answered our
call to provide a lifeline to mil-
lions of Americans at risk of
eviction. This new executive
order represents the degree of
empathy and responsiveness
that this national health emer-
gency demands,” Gomez as-
serted.

The Biden administration
has repeated its assertion that
there remains about $44 bil-
lion in federal COVID-19
relief available to states and
municipalities to thwart evic-
tions. The American Rescue
Plan provided nearly $47 bil-
lion in aid, but states and local
governments have used just $3
billion.

“We need to continue work-
ing with local and state govern-
ments to ensure all of the funds
Congress allocated reaches our
constituents,” Gomez insisted.

CourtCasele

Address ‘¢

“While my House Democratic
colleagues work to secure sus-
tainable housing solutions for
the most vulnerable among us,
I’d like to extend my appre-
ciation to President Biden for
helping us pursue every avail-
able option to keep our con-
stituents healthy and in their
homes.”

On July 31, 2021, Gomez,
Waters, and several of their
congressional colleagues sent a
letter reiterating their ongoing
calls for President Biden and
CDC Director Rochelle Walen-
sky to extend the federal evic-
tion moratorium.

“As chairwoman of the
House Committee on Financial
Services, | have made it a prior-
ity of mine to ensure that both
renters and landlords are sup-
ported,” Waters stated. “That
is why I secured nearly $50
billion in emergency rental as-
sistance that would go directly
into the pockets of landlords to
cover every penny of back-rent
they are owed and keep strug-

Biden Administration
extends eviction moratorium,
potentially rescuing millions

from losing housing

gling families housed through-
out the pandemic. I urged cor-
porate landlords not to evict
tenants, met with members
of the Biden administration
to expedite and simplify the
emergency rental assistance
program, and introduced leg-
islation to protect renters from
evictions.”

The congresswoman con-
tinued: “This temporary re-
prieve will not go to waste.
The CDC’s targeted eviction
moratorium will buy time for
state and local governments to
get their act together and en-
sure that renters and landlords
receive the money that Con-
gress allocated for them while
keeping our most vulnerable
off the streets. “In the days and
weeks ahead, I will work with
my colleagues in Congress and
with the administration to help
the governors, mayors and oth-
ers who are implementing this
moratorium to get the money
out the door. Renters should not
be thrown out on the street.”

Murder plot reveals a deadly mix:
white supremacists and law enforcement

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

The FBI recently unearthed a
deadly secret: top Ku Klux Klan
members work in America’s
prisons, holding unlimited pow-
er over inmates, including recent
revelations in Florida where au-
thorities thwarted a plot to kill a
black prisoner.

“I have long asked (Florida
Department of Corrections Sec-
retary Mark Inch), to no avail,
to investigate this problem be-
cause so many of these individu-
als hide in plain sight,” Florida
Democratic State Rep. Dianne
Hart said in a statement.

“Due to the reported interest
in this issue by the federal gov-
ernment, I will now be asking
the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion to conduct a thorough inves-
tigation into this matter and give
recommendations to the Florida
Legislature,” stated Hart, the
Tampa native who’s affection-
ately known as “Miss Dee.”

Hart reacted to the revelation
of a deadly plot by Klan-affiliat-
ed corrections officers to kill an
African-American inmate.

The would-be murder failed
because the FBI had a confiden-
tial informant inside a Ku Klux
Klan operation that planned the
killing.

It involved Warren Williams,
a black man serving a one-year
sentence for assaulting a police
officer.

The court ordered Williams to

The infiltration of klan members and other white supremacists in law enforcement has rattled much of
AmericalFlorida Dept. of Corrections Photo

receive mental health treatment.

When confronted by white
prison guard Thomas Driver,
who degraded Williams by re-
peatedly blowing smoke in his
face, the inmate and the officer
began fighting.

As other guards responded,
they pummeled Williams, who
required hospitalization.

Angered, Driver met with fel-
low klansmen and determined
that Williams should die upon
his release from prison.

An informant recorded all of
the conversations between the
klansmen — three were involved
in the scheme — and made ar-
rests.

Driver received four years in
prison for his role, while his co-
conspirators Charles Newcomb
and David Moran got 12 years
for the 2015 crime.

This year, Driver will com-
plete his four-year sentence.

The infiltration of Klan mem-
bers and other white suprema-

cists in law enforcement has
rattled much of America, partic-
ularly in the wake of the murder
of George Floyd in Minneapolis
last year.

During the January 6 domestic
terrorist attack on the U.S. Capi-
tol, the FBI found that many of
those involved were law enforce-
ment or ex-military members.

But, the concerns about racists
patrolling America’s streets and
prisons aren’t new.

An October 2006 FBI Intelli-
gence Assessment titled “White
Supremacist Infiltration of Law
Enforcement” was de-classified
and unearthed in 2020.

According to the 10-page doc-
ument, white supremacist groups
have historically engaged in stra-
tegic efforts to infiltrate and re-
cruit members from law enforce-
ment communities.

Current reporting on attempts
reflects self-initiated efforts by
individuals, particularly among
those already within law en-

forcement ranks, to volunteer
their professional resources to
white supremacist causes with
which they sympathize.

“White supremacist presence
among law enforcement person-
nel is a concern due to the access
they may possess to restricted
areas vulnerable to sabotage and
to elected officials or protected
persons, whom they could see
as potential targets for violence,”
the document continued.

“In addition, white suprema-
cist infiltration of law enforce-
ment can result in other abuses
of authority, and passive toler-
ance of racism within communi-
ties served.”

Reports of white supremacist
groups recruiting corrections
officers have emanated from
Alabama and Mississippi in the
South, New York and New Jer-
sey in the South, and Arizona
and California in the West.

A 2020 report by the nonprofit
Brennan Center noted that the

Justice Department has been de-
linquent in gathering data about
overtly racist police conduct.

The lack of a federal database
that tracks this type of miscon-
duct or membership in white
supremacist or far-right militant
groups makes discovering evi-
dence of intent more difficult.

The FBI only began collecting
data on law enforcement use of
force in 2018, after Black Lives
Matter and other police account-
ability groups pushed for more
federal oversight of police vio-
lence against people of color.

The Brennan report also re-
vealed that “since 2000, law en-
forcement officials with alleged
connections to white suprema-
cist groups or far-right militant
activities have been exposed in
Alabama, California, Connecti-
cut, Florida, Illinois, Louisiana,
Michigan, Nebraska, Oklahoma,
Oregon, Texas, Virginia, Wash-
ington, West Virginia and else-
where.”

The continued presence of
even a small number of far-right
militants, white supremacists,
and other overt racists in law
enforcement has an outsized im-
pact on public safety and public
trust in the criminal justice sys-
tem, the report’s authors wrote.

They concluded that the De-
partment of Justice should estab-
lish clear policies regarding par-
ticipation in white supremacist
organizations and other far-right
militant groups and on overt and

explicit expressions of racism
— with specificity regarding tat-
toos, patches and insignia as well
as social media postings.

“These policies should be
properly vetted by legal counsel
to ensure compliance with con-
stitutional rights, state and local
laws, and collective bargaining
agreements, and they must be
clearly explained to staff,” the
researchers determined.

They concluded that a diverse
workforce should help because
it would reflect the demographic
makeup of the communities the
agency serves. Law enforcement
leaders also should establish
mitigation plans when detecting
bias officers, including referrals
to internal affairs, local prosecu-
tors, or the DOJ for investigation
and prosecution.

Further, the researchers sug-
gested establishing reporting
mechanisms to ensure evidence
of overtly racist behavior, the
employment of Brady lists or
similar reporting mechanisms,
and encourage whistleblowing
and protect whistleblowers.

“I have heard from correction-
al officers, inmates and families
about how deep this problem
goes,” Hart remarked.

“There are officers who are
part of gangs and white suprem-
acy groups with positions of
leadership within prisons around
the state. So, unfortunately, I
can’t say that I am surprised by
this reporting.”
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Jim Hill Class of 1976 45" Reunion

Jackson, MS < July 31, 2021

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

JIM HILL HIGH SCHOOL

Clar o} 1976

45" ANNIVERSARY

“CONTINUING THE LEGACY OF
EADERSHIP, RESILIENCE & CHANG
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THE PARTY'S ON!

You're invited to our Literary Lawn Party

AUGUST 21, 2021

REGINA N:\BRADLEY

STATE CAPITOL BUILDING COMPLEX | JACKSON | FREE EVENT

a m()l S
Meet acclaimed authors. Enjoy lively conversations. CI T (Hld

Buy books by the tote-load. Get books signed by favorites. S PN - - = _
All in one book-filled day! o

MSBOOKFESTIVAL.COM 3 LONNIEBUNCH | PEEH JericHo Brown

s : : Selby &cRichard Community Foundation THE Sy
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BREATHING FIRE

FEMALE INMATE FIREFIGHTERS
onvee FRONT LINES &
CALIFORNIA’S WILDFIRES

JAIME |
LOWE

Mississippi Link Newswire

Your oversized plastic tote is
all packed.

You don’t want to think about
it, but if you have to bug out,
you can. A backup laptop, ex-
tra dog bowls, every irreplace-
able document, it’s all there,
ready to slide into the car. You
can never be too careful when
it’s fire season and in the new
book “Breathing Fire” by Jaime
Lowe, you’ll meet some of the
women tasked with keeping you
safe.

Shawna Lynn Jones had made
mistakes in her life. The biggest

one got her sent to prison.

She was young, though, and
in good physical shape, which
ultimately helped her get into
the CDCR’s (California Depart-
ment of Corrections and Re-
habilitation) inmate firefighter
program. She learned to be a
bucker, tasked with cleaning up
behind her partner, Carla, who
was a sawyer with a chainsaw.
Crew 13-3 consisted of two
sawyer/bucker pairs, followed
by other women with jobs spe-
cific to stopping wildfires.

Jaime Lowe grew up in Cali-
fornia but until she read about
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Shawna, she was unaware of the
role that female inmate crews
have in fighting fire. Inmate
firefighters take the same quali-
fications tests as do free-world
firefighters. They do the same
work, face the same dangers,
and they save the state millions
of dollars: when Lowe began
writing this book, inmate fire-
fighters averaged less than $3
an hour for their skills.

Still, despite low pay, many
inmates pursued positions in
“fire camp.” Some, says Lowe,
even hoped to fight fires after
their release, although it was a

ZACK WALLACE

Hinds County Circuit Clerk

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Circuit Clerk's Office
P.O. BOX 327
Jackson, MS 39205
Phone: (601) 968-6628
Fax: (601) 973-5547

Jury Duty Recording:
First Judicial District
(601) 269-0052

SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Circuit Clerk's Office
P.O. Box 999
Raymond, MS 39154
Phone: (601) 857-8038
Fax: (601) 857-0535

Jury Duty Recording:
Second Judicial District
(601) 857-8869

Office Hours:
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday
(Except on legal holiday)

County Court

the Election.

the Election

apply

birth.

"IIIO,"

1tC

A "Il".

Coosssr?

Services of the Clerk:

* Civil/Criminal Filings of Circuit and

* Marriage License
* Medical License
» Voter Registration/Absentee Voting

VOTER INFORMATION
Verify/Update your Registration Today
* You must be registered 30 days before

» Absentee Voting begins 45 days before

MARRIAGE INFORMATION
* Marriage License: $36.00
o Both applicants must come to the
Circuit Clerk's office together to

o Proof of age must be provided in
the form of Driver's License, Birth
Certificate or other legal document
which contains name and date of

Website: www.hindscountyms.com

SMOOTH 100.5 FM

long shot: their felony records
follow them, no matter where
they might apply.

In learning about the program,
Lowe got a chance to meet
Selena, who “wasn’t intend-
ing to go back to prison” after
her release. She met Whitney,
formerly a white-collar worker
and ultra-marathoner. She met
Laurie, who struggled to find a
job after prison; Sonya, who de-
lighted in a new grandson; and
Marquet, who found solace in
her religion.

And Lowe met Shawna, who
gave her life to fight a fire....

Let’s start here: this is a good
story. It’s very good. But for
readers look ng for boots-on-
the-grond action and ek ended-
wall-of-fire danger, it’ll be a dis-
appointment becas e “Breathing
Fire” isn’t that k nd of book

Rather than focm ing on
flames, author Jaime Lowe in-
stead concentrates on the women
of Crew 3 3 and the work they
did for the State of California.
In this, readers can expect pure
honesty: Lowe na bashedly re-
veals what each woman did to
land her in prison and the strg-
gles each had in life, in prison,

L WWwW.Wjsu.org

and on the line. She also mak s
absolti ely sn e that readers —
especially those in California —
nde rstand the nf airness of a
far-ranging system that denies
good jobs to women who are es-
sentially professionally trained,
and who’ve paid their da s and
are trying to move forward.

Overall, parts of “Breathing
Fire” put you on charred grass
and parts make you cell-bound.
The rest of it shows flawed real-
life heroes amid an area-wide
“constant crisis,” and if you’re
burning for stories like that, this
book is packed.

WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON’S SOUL,
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN

SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE

VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC
ADULTS WANT TO HEAR!
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Hinds County School District Weekly Update

ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE

HCSD Hosted its Annual Administrators
Leadership Retreat for the 2021-2022 School Year

On July 28-30, 2021, the HCSD held its Annual
Administrators Retreat at Eagle Ridge Conference
Center in Raymond, MS. During the opening session,
Dr. Delesicia Martin, superintendent of the HCSD, told
her administrative team that as a school district they
must be accountable to our community, but more
importantly they must be accountable to providing the
best education possible for our students.

P

Pre-K Kindergarten Readiness Assessment
Pre-K Target Score=530

-
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ACKSON
PRE-BAYOU CLASSIC

CELEBRATION

FEATJRING

J_ |

B LIVE IN CONCERT {
E JACKSON CONVENTION ITER

(DOORS OPEN @ 6:30 / SHOWTIME @ 7:30PM)

/" WITH SPECIAL GUEST AD
/] “SHOW ME BABY" “SOPHISITICATED" 1 e
| |I: “NOTIME FOR MYSTERIES" . ..

CKETS ON SALE NOW @ JACKSON CONVENTION CENTER BOX OFFICE
COUPLES NIGHT CLUB AND ONLINE @ EVENT BRITE
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 601-960-2321/ 225-273-3355

THIS IS A RONNIE PERKINS PRODUCTION PRESENTATION

CHARLIE WILSON IS COMING TO JACKSON.

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW @ WMPR, WRTM
WJMG, COUPLES NIGHT CLUB
AND ONLINE @ EVENT BRITE

SEARCH CHARLIE WILSON IN JACKSON
ON WWW.EVENTBRITE.COM






