
Despite historic declines in 
teen pregnancy and birth rates, 
the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) 
also reports that there is still 
more work to be done. One 
county in Mississippi is doing 
just that: “more work.”

For the past two years, the 
Community Students Learning 
Center (CSLC) in core partner-
ship with the Holmes County 
Consolidated School District 
(HCCSD) and other com-
munity partners, have been 
implementing HOPE (Health 
Optimization and Prevention 
Education). HOPE is a feder-
ally-funded project via HHS, 
2ffi ce of 3oSulation $ffairs¶ 
�23$� 7een 3regnancy 3re�
vention 3rograms �733�.

+owever, +23(¶s use of 
Dibble Institute¶s /ove 1otes 
3.0 Evidence Based Program 

(EBP) curriculum goes beyond 
teen pregnancy prevention. 
HOPE trains 6th-12th-graders 
in the rural Delta Mississippi 
county on proven best prac-
tices and the importance of 
healthy adolescent relation-
ships.

7o culminate 0ay as 1a�
tional 7een 3regnancy 3reven�
tion 0onth �17330�, +23( 
core/community partners, 
staff, students, etc. teamed 
to host a virtual general as-
sembly May 27, at 10:30 a.m. 
called +olmes County 7eens 
7alk. 7he assembly feature 
a panel discussion of HOPE 
participants, past and present, 
who discussed the thought-
provoking topic, “Healthy Ver-
sus 7o[ic 7een 5elationshiSs´ 
moderated by HOPE facilitator 
.endra 1ash, an educator and 
area playwright whose plays 

If you¶ve ever wondered what 
haSSened to a small Srivate $.0.(. 
school called Campbell College in 
-ackson, 0ississiSSi, you will fi nd 
it online using the key phrase “Lost 
Colleges.” Lost?  Campbell College 
has never been lost, nor should we 
allow any Historically Black College 
and 8niversity �+%C8� be defi ned as 
“lost.”

7he college was named honor�
ing Bishop Jabez P. Campbell, the 
27th elected/consecrated bishop and 
founded in 1890 by the Mississippi 
and 1orth 0ississiSSi conferences 
of the $frican 0ethodist (SiscoSal 
Church �$.0.(.�. It continued to 
function into the early 1960s with an 
enrollment of 300 students, closing in 
1964, after 70 plus years of providing 
blacks basic educational and religious 
principles.

First founded in Vicksburg, Mis-
sissippi, the college was and is more 
than meets the eye when assessing 

its torchbearers, the proud alumni of 
the junior college. Still to blacks who 
were denied the opportunity to get an 
education in public schools, it repre-
sents the beacon of hope for better 
lives in $merica that were the objec�
tives of all HBCUs. 

Its mantra was “to give students a 
thorough education – preparatory, 
collegiate, theological and industrial 
– together with such instruction in 
the art of e[Sression, music, industry, 
business, and all prerequisites, which 
will contribute to their effi ciency in 

the home, the state and the nation.”
(Lost Colleges: https://www.lostcol-
leges.com/campbell-college-ccnn)

Historian Sheren Sanders noted that 
Campbell College was established as 
a grammar school and junior college 
“to impose strict standards of behav-

ior on its students based on Christian 
principles. Some 50 years after its 
closing, the same purpose and values 
can still be found in the hearts, minds 
and lives well-lived by many alumni.
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7he 8nderground 5ailroad 5e�5un, Inc. 
�8G555� is a non�Srofi t organi]ation whose 
mission is to educate and re-educate the world 
regarding the resilient history of $frican $meri�
cans by retracing tragedies and massacres such 
as the ³8nderground 5ailroad´ which aboli�
tionist and Solitical activist +arriet 7ubman 
treaded to lead hundreds of slaves to freedom 
in the 1orth. 

8G555 members often travel by motorcy�
cle to areas throughout the country that e[Soses 
SarticiSants to sites where signifi cant liberating 
events occurred during and after slavery. Such 
was the case May 30, 2021.

7here were fi fteen ���� riders that left -ack�
son, eighteen ���� left $tlanta and one ��� left 
+untsville, $labama; all joining the long ride to 
7ulsa, 2klahoma where the most heinous cold 
blooded massacre of black people in the history 
of the 8nited 6tates of $merica occurred. 7he 
victims had built a bustling robust city within 
the Greenwood District of 7ulsa and because of 

their amazing success, it became referred to as 
“Black Wall Street.”

“Underground Railroad 
Re-Run” visits “Black 
Wall Street” in Tulsa

Tulsa
Continued on page 3

Campbell College: No HBCU is ever “lost”

Members of UGRRR that rode to Tulsa.      PHOTO BY GAILYA M. PORTER

Students, community partners and teachers in attendance at the 
ZOOM general assembly panel discussion.

Scene of the once bustling Black Wall Street in the Greenwood District of Tulsa after the 1921 riot.
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S pec ia l  to T h e M ississippi L ink

160-plus joined 
Holmes’ virtual Teen 

Talk: ‘Healthy vs. 
Toxic Relationships’

CSLC-HCCSD HOPE 
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The fi rst attempt to desegregate Jackson’s bus transport occurred in late April 1961 with local 
Campbell College students. (L-R) , Johnny Barbour Jr., George Ann Washington, Walter H. 
Jones and Doris Ruth Bracey. Jet Magazine reported the story of their arrests and fi nes in its 
May 11, 1961 edition. PHOTO COURTESY Guidry Belin



Actor Clarence Williams III, 
who starred as Lincoln Hayes on 
the countercultural ABC drama, 
“The Mod Squad” and as superstar 
Prince’s father in “Purple Rain,” has 
died. He was 81.

Williams’ management team said 
the celebrated actor died of colon 
cancer.

“RIP Clarence Williams III. He 
was amazing in everything. Please 
watch him in Sugar Hill, Half Baked, 
and Purple Rain,” tweeted actor Reg-
gie Watkins Jr.

Williams career started on the 
Broadway stage where he earned a 
Tony nomination for his acting in the 
three-person drama, “Slow Dance.”

Comedian Bill Cosby recom-
mended Williams to producer big-
wig Aaron Spelling, who immedi-
ately took to the actor.

Williams returned to Broadway in 
1979’s “Night and Day.”

His co-starring role as Linc on 
“The Mod Squad” in the 1970s, cata-
pulted Williams into the mainstream.

However, some of his best work 
came on the big screen, particularly 
as Prince’s father in the 1984 hit, 
“Purple Rain,” and nine years later, in 
the Wesley Snipes-led, “Sugar Hill.”

In 1998, Williams portrayed jazz 
legend Jelly Roll Morton on the big 
screen, and he also worked in hits 
like “Reindeer Games” and “Against 
the Wall.”

He was a favorite of comedian 
Dave Chappelle who worked with 
him on several features.

According to the Hollywood Re-
porter, Williams was born Aug. 21, 
1939.

The son of professional musician 

Clay Williams, he was raised by 
his grandparents, composer-pianist 
Clarence Williams, a frequent col-
laborator of blues legend Bessie 
Smith, whose songs were used years 
later in “Ain’t Misbehavin,’” and 
Eva Taylor, a singer and actress.

Williams became exposed to act-
ing as a teenager when he stumbled 
upon a rehearsal for “Dark of the 
Moon” at the Harlem YMCA – Cic-
ely Tyson was starring in it – and the 
director gave him a couple of lines 
in the play.

His work included “The Cool 
World” (1963), “Deep Cover” 
(1992), “Hoodlum” (1997), “Impos-
ter” (2001) and “The Butler” (2013).

Williams also appeared on televi-
sion’s “Hill Street Blues,” “Miami 
Vice,” “Law & Order,” “Everybody 
Hates Chris” and “Empire.”

God’s eternal wisdom closed the eyes, 
sealed the lips and welcomed the spirit of 
Ralph James Watson,Sr. into His Heavenly 
Kingdom Tuesday, June 1, 2021. Ralph’s 
earthly life journey began on January 11, 
1951 in Jackson, Mississippi. Ralph was 
the eldest child born to Ada Vertil Watson 
and Robert Brent. His mother was an ac-
complished home economics major from 
Jackson State University. His brothers 
were Brad Dexter Watson with Reginald 
Watson the youngest, who predeceased 
Ralph, along with his mother, Ada Vertil.

During Ralph’s early childhood, his 
mother relocated to Chicago, Illinois, 
where she raised her sons. He attended 
Our Lady of Sorrows Grade School. In 
addition, Ralph returned home to live with 
his grandmother, Golena, Aunts Ella and 
Zelma and sister-cousin, Paulette to attend 
Holy Ghost High School.

Ralph was a most energetic and very 
outgoing young man, playing the tuba in 
the band and participating in sports activi-
ties while attending Holy Ghost. After two 
years, Ralph returned to Chicago. He at-
tended Saint Philips Catholic High School.

While in high school, Ralph was intel-
ligent and very athletic. He was on the var-
sity football and basketball teams where 
he helped lead both teams to many vic-
tories. Ralph was recognized many times 
as MVP in basketball and football tourna-
ments. He graduated from St. Phillips in 
1969.

In 1970, he married Gwendolyn R. Rob-
erts and remained married for 13 years. To 
this union, three children were born; Julia 
Dee, Ralph James Jr., and Mercedez Rose. 
Ralph was also the father of Justin Smith 
and Derek Smith with Christine Smith. 
And much later he became the father of 
Nicholas True Berger with Viyada Berger.

In 1972, Ralph graduated from Control 
Data Institute, earning his certifi cation 
as a computer programmer/operator. He 
worked in this fi eld for over 30 years. 

With the anticipation of having more 

opportunities for career advancement, 
Ralph moved his family to Dallas, Texas 
in 1977 to attend Bishop College. Though 
he did not fi nish college with a degree; he 
was very committed to the importance of 
learning. He would teach and study with 
his children at home daily installing a solid 
foundation and love for learning in them. 
As a result, Julia, Ralph and Mercedez 
have received their college degrees. And 
of course, being the passionate athlete, 
he taught his kids to swim, which served 
them as teenagers to become lifeguards; 
earning money during summer months. 

As the Lord led, under the leadership of 
Rev. Anthony Williams, Ralph and four 
other classmates from Bishop College es-
tablished the Martin Luther King, Jr. Bap-
tist Church from 1980-1983. Ralph was a 
deacon during this period.

In addition to Ralph being a sports advo-
cate, and a tremendous conversationalist 
(he loved words), he was extremely char-
ismatic. In 1982 Ralph became a licensed 
insurance agent in the state of Texas. He 
sold insurance for A. L. Williams and 
United Liberty Life Insurance Company. 
During his successful career as an insur-
ance agent, Ralph consistently performed 
as top salesman, earning awards and paid 
trips to Europe, visiting, Amsterdam, 
Switzerland and Germany for himself and 
Gwen.

It was an interim time, when Ralph and 
his two younger children moved to South-
ern California to refl ect and readjust to a 
change in his life. They were welcomed 
by his sister-cousin, Paulette, Darryl and 
their four children to be restored. Ralph 
used his salesman skills and his computer 
skills to make a living for himself and his 
children.

Ralph had a large and loving extended 
family around the country and always 
found support and love from them. Thank 
you Vickie Lynn Singleton and Argusta 
Watson (Little Man). 

Ralph is the nephew of Ella Watson 
Robinson, beloved life resident of Jack-
son, Mississippi. He relished his relation-
ship with his aunties Ella, Zelma and Q.T. 
He kept in close communication with his 
sister- cousin, Paulette.

His greatest desire was to return to 
his home in Jackson, Mississippi where 
he was born and enjoy a happy, carefree 
life. On May 29, 2021, with the help of 
his daughter, Julia, his son, Ralph, Jr. and 
his sister-cousin, Paulette, he returned 
home and transitioned peacefully into the 
presence of Jesus Christ, his Savior. The 
scripture provides joy and hope to the 
last chapter of his life, Psalm 73:26, “My 
fl esh and my heart may fail, but God is the 
strength and my portion forever.”

Cherishing the memory of Ralph are 
his children, Julia Dee (Dariet) McDuff, 
Lancaster, TX, Ralph James Watson, Jr. 
(LaTesha) Sacramento, CA, and Sadie 
Mercedez Watson, Dallas, TX; grandchil-
dren, Jomo (Candace) McDuff, Littleton, 
Colorado, Dariet McDuff Jr., Lancaster, 
TX.

Funeral arrangements are entrusted 
to Lakeover Memorial Funeral Home. 
A public viewing will be held Thursday, 
June 10, 2021 from 3-6 p.m. Graveside 
services will be held at Morning Star Bap-
tist Church, Learned, Mississippi on Old 
Port Gipson Road, Friday, June 11, 2021 
at 11 a.m.
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Walt Gardener, president of the UGRRR said 
while visiting the100 year’s commemoration of 
Black Wall Street, it was not easy to describe the 
emotions everyone felt as they walked through 
much of the old “Greenwood” District. 

He said, “For me, it started with a “heaviness” 
within my heart and soul that initially caused tears 
to well-up in my eyes.”

A few others expressed similar emotions. “One 
lady rider from Atlanta literally wept openly and un-
ashamedly,” he said. “All of us respected her space 
and emotions. We knew how she felt. There was so 
much to see and yet so much that could not be seen. 
It had been totally destroyed,” said Gardner.

In the Greenwood District there were numerous 
successful businesses, such as theaters, pharmacies, 
hotels, restaurants, dental and medical facilities and 
so much more. It was a self�suffi cient city with es�
timated 10,000 black residents enjoying a middle to 
upper income life style.

Gardner had obviously researched this horren-
dous massacre quite thoroughly and believed the 
true cause of the riot by whites occurred due to envy 
and jealousy of those whites who were determined 
to derail the growth and development of a real eco-
nomic foundation for people of African descent.

Just as others have similarly expressed, since 
learning the history of the Tulsa massacre, Gardner 
said, “Even though there were so many assets and 
so much of value destroyed, the greatest loss was 
the lives of an estimated 300 or more men, women 
and children and the loss of the future that those that 
survived could have had.”

He was speaking of the education they could have 
acTuired, resulting in signifi cant contributions they 
could have made to their city, state, nation and even 
the world. “But we will never know what could 
have been. An evil mod saw to that,” he shared.

Underground Railroad Re-Run is a 501-c3 orga-
ni]ation. $n eTually signifi cant Sart of it¶s¶ mission 
includes providing scholarships to deserving stu-
dents of African-American ancestry. Founded in the 
�th Tuarter of �0�� and having comSleted the fi rst 
run in -une �0��, they Sresented their fi rst scholar�
ship in 2018 and have continued to do so yearly.

UGRRR will select their 2021 scholarship 
winner(s) this September. Students interested in ap-
plying for the scholarship should visit their website 
at www.u gr r r r .or g.

have focused on relationships, teens and adults. 
She wrote and directed a CSLC Teen Pregnancy 
Prevention Production for teens several years ago 
called, “It Can Wait! ”

“I really enjoyed being the moderator for the 
Teen Talk assembly,” said Nash. “I am very pas-
sionate about helping children and teens prepare 
for their future relationships and families. I was so 
impressed by the responses of our former HOPE 
participants. It demonstrated that they have the 
knowledge and skills they need to make healthy 
decisions about relationships. It makes me feel like 
I am really making a difference in the lives of our 
youth.”

HOPE Project Director Gail H.M. Brown, Ph.D. 
concurred. “The assembly really gave evidence 
that students have really been paying attention to 
the lessons, she said. Brown was also amazed at 
the event’s participation. “When I looked down 
and saw 167 participants on the videoconference, 
I was so pleased.”

Community partner Willie McGriggs of WEM 
Consulting, who specializes in housing, said he had 
not seen that “many brilliant and in-tuned minds 
come together for the good of the community.” 
His consultant business sponsored one of several 
prizes that were given away. Other prize sponsors 
included T he M i ssi ssi ppi  Li nk  newspaper, Agape 
Restaurant and facilitator Lucretia Holmes. 

T he M i ssi ssi ppi  Li nk  was delighted to sponsor 
a key prize.

CSLC Executive Director Beulah Greer said 
she was so grateful to the community partners 
for supporting the HOPE program and for help-
ing derive the idea of a virtual general assembly 
to observe NTPPM. “We are extremely grateful to 
school leader Mr. Jamie Kyles and the S.V. Mar-
shall Middle School staff for volunteering to serve 
as the virtual host,” Greer added.

Charity Smith, who virtually completed the 

HOPE program last Summer after COVID-19 
abruptly disrupted their winter/spring in-class im-
plementation, said, “The HOPE program was and 
continues to be benefi cial to my former classmates 
and me in informing us about the realities of life by 
describing relationships and sexual well-being.”

³7he +23( Srogram also gave me the confi �
dence to express myself, manage adulthood, avoid 
red fl ags, be haSSy in relationshiSs, maintain se[�
ual health, protect myself from any type of abuse, 
and, fi nally, weigh the Sros and cons before mak�
ing a decision. Returning to this helpful activity 
Srovides me the confi dence to urge younger kids 
that this content is critical as we move forward 
in life. It has to begin early, and I am grateful for 
the opportunity to share the information that the 
HOPE program’s teachers have given me with ju-
nior high children.”

NTPPM is held nationally in May by OPA to 
highlight the work that still needs to be done to 
help adolescents reach their full potential.

2021 graduating seniors who completed the 
+23( Srogram received a certifi cate and were 
awarded a gift card to a local restaurant.

CSLC HOPE community partners include:  
Holmes County Consolidated School District, 
Mallory Community Health Center, Goodman 
Mayoral Health Council, T he M i ssi ssi ppi  Li nk  
Newspaper, The Holmes County Sheriff Depart-
ment, P.E.A.R.L Mentoring for Girls, Inc., Local 
Government, %ryant Clark /aw 2ffi ce, 3//C, 
Power House Deliverance Church, Holmes Coun-
ty Youth Court and WEM Consulting Group.

HOPE will continue this fall.
N o t e  t o  p a r e n t s :  I f  y ou r  H CCS D  6 th-1 2 th-

gr ad er s hav e not par ti ci pated  i n H O P E  or  was 
i nter r u pted  and  d i d  not complete the pr ogr am d u e 
to the pand emi c i mpact,  y ou  may  contact B eu lah 
G r eer  or  G ai l B r own at 6 6 2  8 3 4 -0 9 0 5  i f  they  wi sh 
to par ti ci pate i n the f all 2 0 2 1 .

Tu lsa
Continued from page 1

Te e n Ta lk
Continued from page 1

It contributed to the basic foundation 
of three most prominent A.M.E. elected 
and consecrated bishops: H. Hartford 
Brookins (91st – deceased at age 86, 
2012), Henry Allen Belin Jr. (104th ) and 
Carolyn Tyler Guidry (122nd).

It was a privilege to interview Bishop 
Guidry this year, who now resides in 
Atlanta, Ga. At the age of 83, she re-
members distinctly that Bishop How-
ard Thomas Primm (71st) preached the 
baccalaureate service at her graduation, 
based on Genesis �, to ³Sut God fi rst and 
all others would fall in place.”

Bishop Guidry moved through life as 
a gosSel Sreacher�Sastor, the fi rst female 
presiding elder in the 5th District of the 
A.M.E. Church, and the second elected/
consecrated female bishop in the AME 
Church. 

She relates, “If I had not graduated 
from Campbell, I would not have been 
able to go to Tougaloo College. Although 
I did not complete studies at Tougaloo, I 
was able to use credits earned at Camp-
bell and Tougaloo to get into Fuller Sem-
inary in Los Angeles, Calif.”

Despite its small size, Campbell played 
an important role in Jackson’s civil rights 
movement, as it did not rely on state 
money as a private school. Its students 
not only participated in demonstrations 
and protests but also served as supporters 
and ambassadors of the movement.

Sanders noted that on April 8, 1960, 
0ississiSSi¶s fi eld secretary of the 
NAACP and civil rights activist Medgar 
Evers held a press conference at Camp-
bell College to announce the “Easter 
boycott” targeting white-owned busi-
nesses in downtown Jackson. 

It was organized by Campbell students 
and led by dean of students Charles Jones 
and student body president Alfred Cook. 
Johnny Barbour Jr., a Campbell Col-
lege student, was arrested and charged 
with “breach of peace” for sitting in the 
whites-only section of a city bus during a 
bus sit-in in April of the following year.

Barbour went on to become pastor of 
A.M.E. churches in Louisiana and Mis-
sissippi, spanning 60-plus years of ser-
vice with the “Campbell Passion” for 
education, justice and equality. He was 
elected president and publisher of the 
A.M.E. Sunday School Union in Nash-

ville, Tenn., in 2000. He served 15 years 
as pastor at Pearl Street A.M.E. Church 
in Jackson. After serving 16 years as 
Publisher, he retired in 2016.

In October 1961, after students staged 
a walkout at Burgland High School to 
show solidarity with participants in a 
sit-in in McComb, Campbell College 
attracted the ire of white offi cials when 
it allowed students boycotting Burgland 
to enroll there. (Campbell College –  M S  
Ci v i l R i ghts P r oj ect,  6 -1 9 -2 0 )

In 1964, the state of Mississippi seized 
the college by eminent domain. Scholar 
Jay Ann Williamson wrote, “Legislators 
never called it an act of retribution, but 
Campbell’s place in the Jackson move-
ment clearly infl uenced the decision.´

Williamson stated, “The demise of 
Campbell College provides an extreme 
example of private Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities’ (HBCU) vul-
nerability to state attempts to quash the 
Civil Rights Movement.”

Campbell’s physical plant became part 
of Jackson State College (now Jackson 
State University – JSU). Jackson State 
used the Campbell structure to house 
student affairs up until 2004, when it 
was demolished. When JSU expanded 
its physical plant, Campbell College 
was remembered as “a contributor to the 
advancement of education for blacks in 
Mississippi.” (J S U  Catalogu e 2 0 2 1 )

JSU named its “Campbell College 
6uites´ in honor of ³one of the fi rst col�
leges for African Americans in the state 
of Mississippi.” The Suites house ap-
proximately 420 male and female up-
per classmen – noted as Suites North 
and Suites South. Each residence hall 
is suite-style with study rooms on each 
fl oor, laundry facilities, multi�SurSose 
room and community kitchen.

In closing, let us remember: No HBCU 
is ever a lost cause or a lost college, and 
may Campbell College never be thought 
of as lost for it is lost no more.

S hi r ley  H opk i ns D av i s,  P hD  i s an 
hi stor i ogr apher  at P ear l S tr eet A f r i can 
M ethod i st E pi scopal Chu r ch,  H i nd s 
Commu ni ty  College –  U ti ca Campu s 
(R eti r ed ) D ean E mer i tu s,  and  the 8 th 
Connecti onal (I nter nati onal) P r esi d ent 
f or  W omen’ s M i ssi onar y  S oci ety  –  A M E  
Chu r ch. S he r esi d es i n Cli nton,  M i ss.

C a mpb e ll C olle g e
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Getting a COVID-19 vaccine adds 
one more layer of protection.

This ad is a public service 
of The Mississippi Link in 
partnership with the Metro 
Jackson Section of NCNW. 
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Atlanta UGRRR rider Eric Moore (C) with fellow rider 
and Tulsa security. PHOTO BY GAILYA M. PORTER
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Jasada Penelope Dunbar 
knows everyone gets nervous for 
their fi rst day of school.

But when she walked through 
the doors of +eritage $cademy, 
a Srivate school in Columbus, 
06, in ���� to start third grade, 
her worries reached a different 
level.

³Is my teacher going to say my 
name right"¶¶ Dunbar thought. 
“Is anybody else going to realize 
that I look different"¶¶

$s the fi rst black female stu�
dent to attend +eritage $cad�
emy ± her brother -abari inte�
grated the ninth grade the same 
year ± Dunbar forged a different 
Sath than did those who came 
before her. It wasn¶t an easy one 
to walk, either.

$lthough Dunbar never con�
sidered going anywhere else, she 
and her brother dealt with their 
share of abuse as they e[celled 
academically throughout their 
days on 0agnolia /ane.

$nd now, more than �0 years 
after she graduated, Dunbar is 
still active in the +eritage $cad�
emy community. +er son /athan 
Dunbar�.eys recently fi nished 
his freshman year, and through 
him, Dunbar remains connected 
to the school where she once 
made history.

³:e do have a legacy here,¶¶ 
Dunbar said. ³It¶s just our real�
ity. I don¶t walk around like, 
µ2h, I have a legacy.¶ I¶m very 
humble in the fact that God al�
lowed me to be this little girl 
who integrated this school, and 
all these years later, I get to see 
my kid do it.¶¶

T h i s  l o o k s  a  l o t  d i f f e r e n t
:hen Dunbar¶s Sarents, 

-ames and 0a[ine, moved the 
family from 0emShis, 7ennes�
see, to Columbus, 06 they Sre�
Sared their older son a lot more 
than their young daughter.

³1o one told me, µ<ou¶re 
going to be the only black at 
school,¶¶¶ Dunbar said. ³It was, 
µGet ready for school. :e have 
gone and bought your favorite 
lunchbo[.¶¶¶

2n her fi rst day in the fall of 
����, she sat down in an all�
white classroom. 7hen it hit her.

³:ait a minute,¶¶ Dunbar 
thought. ³7his isn¶t like what 
last year was when I was in 
0emShis. 7his looks a lot dif�
ferent.¶¶

$t recess, classmate $lana 

)ields helSed assuage Dunbar¶s 
fears by inviting her to play with 
)ields and her friends. )ields 
now lives in $ustin, 7e[as, but 
the two remain close.

It was people like Fields who 
eased Dunbar¶s way even when 
she faced resistance. 0ost of her 
fellow students were welcom�
ing, but it was often teachers and 
parents who looked down on her 
because of her race, she said.

³I think for children, if they¶re 
not taught much of a difference, 
they don¶t see it,¶¶ Dunbar said. 
³7hey see a friend. 7hey natu�
rally invite you to spend the 
night. 7heir Sarents may be the 
ones who say, µ1o, you can¶t.¶¶¶

6till, Dunbar ± a ³free sSirit¶¶ 
and ³social butterfl y¶¶ ± made 
+eritage $cademy history 

countless times by the time she 
graduated in ����. 6he was the 
fi rst black cheerleader, the fi rst 
black yearbook editor, the fi rst 
black member of the school¶s 
social club. 6he helSed start 
+eritage $cademy¶s fi rst dance 
team, the 3atriettes, and she was 
its sole black member.

³<ou become the fi rst of ev�
erything ± not on SurSose but 
because you¶re a kid who just 
goes after stuff,¶¶ Dunbar said.

A  f o r c e  t o  b e  r e c k o n e d  w i t h
-abari, who died in �0�0, 

helped pave the way for his 
younger sister.

When he was still in high 
school, he¶d check on Dunbar be�
fore she Sracticed with the band 
as Sart of the fl ag team. 6he even 
got helS trying out for the junior 

high cheerleading team from 
varsity cheerleaders who were 
friends with her older brother.

%ut she knows -abari faced 
conseTuences she was shel�
tered from along the way. $s a 
freshman in his fi rst year at the 
school, he sSent hours drawing, 
coloring and Sainting Sosters 
of Srominent black fi gures for 
%lack +istory 0onth. 7he art�
work was vandali]ed. -abari¶s 
car was defaced three times, too.

2ften, Dunbar would see her 
Sarents meeting with the high 
school SrinciSal for reasons she 
never learned. 7here were con�
versations at home to which 
Dunbar wasn¶t Srivy as her 
brother bore the burden of racial 
abuse alone.

³0y brother was my hero be�
cause I cannot imagine just some 
of the things that he dealt with 
comSared to what I would have 
dealt with on my own,¶¶ Dunbar 
said.

-abari remained a stellar stu�
dent, graduating as +eritage 
$cademy¶s salutatorian and go�
ing on to graduate summa cum 
laude from +oward 8niversity 
and attend +oward /aw 6chool.

³:hen I say he was a force to 
be reckoned with ± not because 
of his color, just as a student 
at +eritage ± that¶s the truth,¶¶ 
Dunbar said.

But in the six years between 
the siblings¶ graduations, no 
other students of color gradu�
ated from +eritage. $ few came, 
including a black boy the second 
semester of the Dunbars¶ fi rst 
year. )or different reasons, none 
stayed long.

6ome of those who transferred 

in but didn¶t enjoy the e[Seri�
ence asked Dunbar why she was 
still at +eritage. )or her, there 
was never a Tuestion.

³I don¶t ever remember us say�
ing, µI wish I went somewhere 
else¶ or µI hate going here,¶¶¶ 
Dunbar said. ³It was just, µ7his 
is where you go to school.¶¶¶

T h e  n e w  g e n e r a t i o n
It was similar for /athan, who 

became +eritage $cademy¶s 
only second�generation black 
student when he started at +eri�
tage $cademy in kindergarten. 
7his year, he beat his mother¶s 
record, becoming the longest�
tenured black student at the 
school.

$lready, he¶s enjoyed some of 
the same success that his moth�
er and his uncle once did. $s a 
freshman, he helSed create the 
school¶s sSorts streaming net�
work as well as running for and 
winning a student government 
Sosition.

³I have Srobably the best child 
in the world, in my oSinion,¶¶ 
said Dunbar, a single Sarent. ³+e 
has made Sarenthood the great�
est accomSlishment I¶ve ever, 
ever had. +e has honestly made 
my life better than anything I 
imagined for myself.¶¶

In 0arch, Dunbar sSoke to her 
son¶s ninth�grade honors (nglish 
class about her e[Serience, hoS�
ing to educate white students on 
+eritage $cademy¶s history and 
continue to encourage diversity 
at the school.

7he students listened intent�
ly, hanging on the edge of their 
seats and asking so many Tues�
tions they ran out of time with 
hands still in the air.
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Meet this Mississippi school’s 
fi rst black, female student

By Theo Derosa
T h e Com m erc ia l  D ispa tc h



At its regular meeting held 
Thursday, June 3, the Jackson 
Public Schools Board of Trustees 
unanimously approved a four-year 
contract renewal for Superin-
tendent Errick L. Greene. Under 
Greene’s leadership over the past 
three years, the district has im-
proved its accountability rating, 
increased graduation rates and 
launched an ambitious fi ve�year 
strategic plan.

Initially, Greene was hired on a 
three-year contract and now has a 
four-year contract that begins July 
1 of 2021, and ends June 30, 2025. 
The new contract will use the dis-
trict’s 2019-2024 strategic plan as 
the basis for evaluating the dis-
trict’s performance as well as the 
superintendent’s continued leader-
ship.

“Thank you for the vote of con-
fi dence,́  said Greene. ³I really 
do appreciate your support of the 
work that we’ve lifted here, and 

I’m excited to continue the work 
and with this team.́

“On behalf of the Jackson Public 
School District Board of Trustees, 
I am proud to announce to the JPS 
community the board’s decision 
to renew the employment con-
tract of Superintendent Dr. Errick 
/. Greene,́  said /etitia -ohnson, 
board president. “We share the 
confi dence that Dr. Greene con�
tinues to be the right person to 
lead Jackson Public Schools. Dr. 
Greene demonstrates remarkable 
leadership during this time of 
great challenge to the district and 
our community. He excels at goal 
setting, team building and culti-
vating talent, leading to numer-
ous successes for JPS. The board 
looks forward to this subsequent 
tenure of working with Dr. Greene 
to enrich the scholars and families 
of the Jackson Public School Dis-
trict.́

“I’m grateful that you want to 
be here for the next four years and 

commit to us and for the work 
that you have done here in the dis-
trict,́  said %oard member Cynthia 
Thompson. “It takes a great leader 
to have a great team that follows 
him. I appreciate the work that you 
all do for our children and our city, 
and I believe that we’re just on a 
great trajectory to recruit and re-
tain teachers and for them to be 
here and stay here and make our 
city great.́

“I’m excited about the contract 
because I think it’s, in the strongest 
way, a statement from the board 
that we believe in you, we believe 
in your team,́  said (dward 6ivak, 
board vice president. “But I also 
want to say, thank you for believ-
ing in us, thank you for believing 
in Jackson and our students and 
our community. I’m excited that 
we are able to offer some stability. 
Stability and leadership are often 
qualities that are credited in turn-
around situations, so let’s get this 
work done.́

Greene joined Jackson Public 
6chools in �0�� after the City of 
Jackson and the state of Missis-
sippi created a task force to steer 
the district’s improvement efforts. 
Having previously served as the 
chief of schools of Tulsa Public 
Schools in Oklahoma, Greene 
brought experience providing in-
structional leadership, family sup-
port services, and district athletics. 

His career started in the class-
room teaching middle school and 
upper elementary students. Later, 
he became a principal, principal 
supervisor, chief of staff, and con-
sultant to senior district leaders in 
systems across several states.

Greene holds a doctoral degree 
in educational and organizational 
leadership from the University 
of Pennsylvania, two master’s 
degrees in education – one from 
Trinity University and another 
from Howard University – and a 
bachelor’s degree in political sci-
ence from Howard University.

(D8C$7I21

Jackson Public Schools re-
turned to in-person ceremonies 
for the class of 2021 as proper 
accommodations were made to 
control the size of the gatherings 
in order to balance the need for 
a celebration to mark this trium-
phant milestone.

The common theme was ‘ you 
made it.’ These graduates truly 
earned a celebration. They en-
dured to the fi nish through a 
full year of online instruction, 
adapting to hybrid instructional 
scenarios mid-year, unexpected 
weather days just as in-person 
learning was available, and in-
termittent water outages at some 
of the schools. 

Valedictorians and salutato-
rians were represented by each 
of the high schools, namely 
Callaway, )orest +ill, -im +ill, 
Lanier, Murrah, Provine and 
:ingfi eld.

Errick L. Greene, JPS super-
intendent told the graduates: “As 
you prepare for the next stage in 
your life, I sincerely hope you 
will continue to increase your 
knowledge and continue your 
education whether it’s formally 
or informally. 1ever stoS learn�
ing. 1ever stoS being curious 
about the world around you, in-
creasing your skillsets, and cre-
ating more and more opportuni-
ties for you, not only for you but 
also for your loved ones.́

JPS celebrates
the Class of 2021, 

honors valedictorians 
and salutatorians
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Cadet 6amuniTue %lackmon 
of Callaway and Cadet -erica 
James of Murrah are 2021 re-
ciSients of the fi rst /eland 5. 
Speed scholarships of $ 5,000 
each. The awards were pre-
sented to the cadets at a cere-
mony held 0ay �� at Callaway 
High School.

Blackmon was named the 
-527C Cadet of the <ear in 
2020 and has served through-
out her senior year as the high-
est�ranking -527C cadet dis�
trictwide.

James was named the Mur-
rah +igh 6chool Cadet of the 
<ear in �0�0 and has served 
alongside Blackmon as the ad-
jutant�human resource offi cer 
of the -527C command staff.

7he /eland 5. 6Seed schol�
arshiS for -36 -527C toS ca�
dets goes to the districtwide 
Cadet of the <ear and the 0ur�
rah +igh 6chool Cadet of the 
<ear. 7he scholarshiS is award�
ed during their senior year of 
high school.

)unds are Said directly to 

the cadet’s community college, 
college or university. 

Murrah alum William 
VanDevender coordinated with 
-ane $le[ander of the Commu�
nity )oundation of 0ississiSSi 
to establish the scholarship 
fund. The scholarship honors 
the late /eland 5. 6Seed, a 
longtime Jackson businessman 

and founder of two Jackson-
based 1<6(�traded comSa�
nies, and was recognized as 
a member of the Mississippi 
%usiness +all of )ame.

Blackmon will attend Xavier 
8niversity in 1ew 2rleans, 
and James will attend the Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi 
this fall.

0ajor )rank -. %ranch �Du�
rant $ttendance Center 	 
Alcorn State University) is a 
proponent of academic excel-
lence and has been generous 
over the years in his giving of 
scholarships to college bound 
high school seniors who have 
demonstrated excellence in 
academic achievement, lead-
ership and community ser-
vice. 

Over the past two years, his 
sons, 0arvin )letcher of Du�
rant High School and Jackson 
State University and Jeremy 
Branch of Murrah High School 
and ;avier 8niversity in 1ew 
Orleans, have played major 
roles in helping him keep this 
scholarship alive through their 
fi nancial contributions.

7his year they awarded fi ve 
scholarships: 1st place - $ 500; 
2nd place - $ 400; two 3rd 
place awards, $ 300 each; and 

4th place - $ 200.
Kelsi White, a graduating 

senior of Germantown High 
School was named the winner 
of the �th $nnual )rank ³6u�
Ser )antastic´ %ranch schol�
arship in the amount of $ 500. 
Major Branch stated that 
White’s application scored the 
highest out of all entries

Other scholarship winners 
were 2nd place of $ 400, Xa-
vian Branch, Jim Hill High 
School; 3rd place ties of $ 300 
to 6ydney (llis, 0adison Cen�
tral +igh 6chool and Clinecia 
:hite of 6aint -oseSh Chris�
tian School; 4th place for $ 200 
to Joshua Briscoe of Saint Jo-
seSh Christian 6chool.

JPS top cadets 
awarded Leland R. 
Speed scholarships

Germantown 
scholar wins Frank 
“Super Fantastic” 

Branch scholarship

Blackmon James White

S pec ia l  to T h e M ississippi L ink
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JPS School Board unanimously approves four-year 
renewal for Superintendent Errick L. Greene
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Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention Director Ro-
chelle Walensky reiterated the 
agency’s call for parents to vac-
cinate their children.

In an email statement, Walen-
sky urged parents who may have 
questions to speak with their 
child’s health providers or with 
local pharmacists or health de-
partments.

“I strongly encourage parents 
to get their teens vaccinated, as 
I did mine,” Walensky asserted.

Until they are fully vacci-
nated, adolescents should con-
tinue wearing masks and taking 
precautions when around others 
who are not vaccinated to pro-
tect themselves and their family, 
friends, and community, Walen-
sky continued.

“I ask parents, relatives and 
close friends to join me and talk 
with teens about the importance 
of these prevention strategies 
and to encourage them to get 
vaccinated,” said Walensky.

“If parents or their teenag-
ers have questions or concerns, 
I suggest they talk with their 
adolescent’s healthcare provider, 
local health department or neigh-
borhood pharmacist.”

On Friday, June 4, the CDC’s 
weekly report forced the agency 
to redouble its efforts to get ado-
lescents and young adults vacci-

nated.
“Vaccination is our way out 

of this pandemic,” Walensky 
stated.

“I continue to see promising 
signs in CDC data that we are 
nearing the end of this pandemic 
in this country; however, we all 
have to do our part and get vac-
cinated to cross the fi nish line.́

Dr. Anthony Fauci said he 
wholeheartedly supports Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s initiative with 
black-owned barbershops and 
beauty salons to get more Afri-
can Americans vaccinated.

The National Institute of Al-
lergy and Infectious Diseases 
director and the nation’s fore-
most authority on the coronavi-
rus, Dr. Fauci, called the presi-
dent’s tactic solid.

In a discussion with the Na-
tional Newspaper Publishers 
Association (NNPA), Dr. Fauci 
added that medical and admin-
istration offi cials have a laser�
like focus on meeting the presi-
dent’s goal of having 70 percent 
of all adults vaccinated by Inde-
pendence Day.

“That’s the reason why you 
see what [ President Biden]  is 
doing, and all of us are doing 
to get people vaccinated,” Dr. 
Fauci asserted.

“We want to make it very easy 
for people to get the vaccine.”

President Biden declared June 
as a month of action and an-

nounced a “Shots at the Shop” 
initiative that unites 1,000 Af-
rican American-owned barber-
shops and beauty salons in the 
country to serve as vaccination 
hubs.

The initiative comes with in-
centives like free child-care for 
parents and other perks.

“We want to give incentives 
and do whatever we can to get 
people to get vaccinated,” Dr. 
Fauci stated.

He noted that the NNPA, the 
trade association of the hun-
dreds of black-owned newspa-
per and media companies, is a 
trusted voice in the nation’s Af-

rican American communities.
“That’s why I am speaking 

with you today,” Dr. Fauci in-
sisted. “The Black Press is vital, 
it is trusted, and we need to get 
the word out and get everyone 
vaccinated.”

To view Dr. Fauci’s entire in-
terview with the Black Press, 
register today and tune into the 
NNPA’s annual summer con-
vention.

It is free to register at www.
v i r t u alnnpa2 0 2 1 .com.

Headlined by music icon 
Chaka Khan, the convention 
begins Wednesday, June 23.

HEALTH
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Whenever Wendy Perrette 
saw the big white trailer outside 
her elementary school, she knew 
it was going to be a good day.

It meant getting out of class 
and following her color-coded 
yarn to different stations, where 
researchers would take her 
height and weight, measure her 
skinfolds, ask questions about 
nutrition and take her blood 
pressure. The excitement out-
weighed the fear about them 
drawing some blood.

“You were out of class, you 
got to wear a paper nightgown 
with these little paper shoes, 
you had yarn. It was like, ‘ woo-
hoo,’’’ said Perrette, now 45 and 
the mayor of Bogalusa, a town 
about 70 miles north of New Or-
leans on the Mississippi border.

Perrette and the other resi-
dents of Bogalusa – some 
16,000 participants over many 
years – are part of the Boga-
lusa Heart Study, a landmark 
research project known for es-
tablishing that risk factors for 
heart disease can be detected in 
childhood.

The pilot study began in 1972 
before offi cially enrolling %o�
galusa residents in 1973. Nearly 
50 years and 1,200-plus scien-
tifi c SaSers later, the same data 
is still helping researchers draw 
connections between childhood 
health factors and what happens 
to people as they age.

The earliest participants are 
now in their early 60s.

Though it began as a heart 
study, the data has helped re-
searchers learn about nutrition, 
obesity, childbirth, the brain and 
how health factors can be passed 
down through generations.

“The study is about a lot more 
than just the heart,’’ said Tulane 
University’s Dr. Lydia Bazzano, 
the current principal investiga-
tor. “The vascular system really 
touches all parts of the body and 
all the different organ systems.’’

In one ongoing study that be-
gan in 2013, Dr. Owen Carmi-
chael, a brain health researcher 
at the Pennington Biomedical 
Research Center, started analyz-
ing brain scans of participants. 
Carmichael was trying to an-
swer a question that fuels most 
of his research: Why do some 
people remain healthy in old age 
while others have brains that are 
ravaged by Alzheimer’s or bod-
ies that can no longer function?

The scans showed that Bo-
galusa children who had higher 
blood sugar also had less brain 
tissue in middle age and fewer 
white matter pathways, which 
are responsible for communicat-
ing information through areas of 
the brain.

The alarming part about the 
fi nding was that none of the 
children had blood sugar high 
enough to be fl agged by medi�
cal standards.

“No doctor would have 
tagged those blood sugar lev-
els as suggesting diabetes,’’ 
said Carmichael, whose work 
was published in T he J ou r nal 
of  Cli ni cal E nd ocr i nology  and  
M etaboli sm.

7he fi ndings, among others 
generated by the study, may 
help illuminate the myriad rea-
sons why some people experi-
ence long, healthy lives and 
other previously healthy people 
begin to struggle in their 50s.

“People seem to do pretty 
well, more or less as well as 
each other, throughout life, go-
ing through about middle adult-
hood. And then somewhere in 
middle age, different people 
start to diverge,’’ said Carmi-
chael. “The real mystery in 
medicine is that we really can’t 
tell who’s going to do what.’’

With data from childhood, re-
searchers have a clearer picture 
of what might have an effect.

“The Bogalusa Heart Study 

is the one and only study in the 
United States at this time that 
allows you to address this ques-
tion,’’ he said.

The Bogalusa Heart Study 
was conceived by Dr. Gerald 
Berenson, a Bogalusa native 
who got his medical degree at 
Tulane in 1945.

In the 1970s, he applied for 
a grant with the National Insti-
tutes of Health. He wanted to 
study the children in his home-
town, what would become one 
of the fi rst multiracial studies to 
cover a population from infancy 
to adulthood in a single com-
munity.

“I think the initial grant was 
for about $ 4 million, which at 
the time sounded like so much 
money we couldn’t believe it,’’ 
said Ann Goldfarb, his daugh-
ter.

7he study was fi rst intro�
duced through the school sys-
tem, where nearly every child 
was enrolled. Parents jumped 
at the chance to have their kids 
participate because they saw it 
as a free medical exam. Over 
the years, the study would fl ag 
when a child had heart abnor-
malities or when an ultrasound 
picked up a tumor.

It¶s hard to fi nd someone over 
the age of 40 in Bogalusa who 
wasn’t involved.

“I keep hearing my mom – 
‘ Go get those free tests! ’’’ said 
Joe Culpepper, 59, who joined 
the study in 1973.

Perrette, the mayor, remem-
bers being told to eat more rai-
sins when her iron was low. A 
scan caught a heart defect in her 
10-year-old sister, she said.

The residents have also 
watched as economic condi-
tions have eroded health in their 
kids and grandkids.

When the heart study began 
in the 70s, few Louisiana chil-
dren were obese. The national 
rate of obesity among children 
was 5.5% . Now, the children 
in the study reside in one of the 
most obese regions in Louisi-
ana, which is one of the most 
obese states in the nation. Wash-
ington Parish has an obesity rate 
of 43%  compared to around 
36%  in Louisiana and 32%  na-
tionwide, according to federal 
data.

Among children ages 10 to 
17, Louisiana ranks 6th for obe-
sity, with one of fi ve children 
considered obese, well above 
the national average.

Participants said they thought 
fewer activities, more screen 
time and a faster pace of life 
have contributed.

“We didn’t eat out,’’ said Per-
rette. “If you ate out you were 
on vacation. If you went to 
the wave pool, you packed a 
lunch.’’

“There used to be a lot more 
activities, Little League-type 
stuff,’’ said Culpepper, who 
now drives his son an hour 
back and forth to Slidell for two 
months out of the summer so he 
can play on a football team.

Berenson never retired, stay-
ing involved in research until 
his death at 96. And over the 
years, the study has yielded in-
formation about how childhood 
experiences translate to adult-
hood.

Researchers learned that 
children of parents with heart 
disease in middle age are much 
more likely to be obese and 
develop signs of future cardio-
vascular disease in early adult-

hood. They found that harden-
ing in arteries could be seen in 
kids as young as three, and con-
nected childhood asthma to left 
ventricular mass, a predictor of 
heart-disease related death.

A 2006 analysis found that 
77%  of obese children become 
obese adults, compared to just 
7%  of non-obese children, and 
researchers linked genetics to 
obesity, pinpointing six possible 
genes that might play a role in 
diabetes and high blood pres-
sure.

(arly fi ndings infl uenced na�
tionwide pediatric blood pres-
sure standards and helped create 
“Health Ahead/Heart Smart,’’ 
a guide to health published in 
1987 for elementary school stu-
dents.

$ll of the fi ndings cried out 
for earlier screening of children 
for heart disease and the ulti-
mate goal: preventing the con-
ditions that increase the risk of 
obesity, heart disease and a poor 
Tuality of life in the fi rst Slace.

“It’s really just incredibly dif-
fi cult to Srevent or combat obe�
sity,’’ said Carmichael, who said 
he was shocked to learn about 
junk food ads in video games.

“If you have a certain console, 
you can order pizza through the 
game,’’ he said. “Everything is 
kind of piled up against you.’’

While the study has been 
churning out academic analyses 
for decades, the research hasn’t 
informed government policies 
that might help prevent obe-
sity as much as scientists have 
hoped.

Enacting sales taxes on sugar-
sweetened beverages, for exam-
ple, takes persistence, political 
will and solid research, which 
informs health guidelines, 
which can then infl uence regu�
lations, said Bazzano.

Unlike other long-term stud-
ies tracking health, like the 
Framingham Study in Massa-
chusetts, the Bogalusa study is 
not funded by continual gov-
ernment contracts. Researchers 
must apply for grants for spe-
cifi c studies, usually on a fi ve�
year basis.

Bazzano, who is attempting 
to catalog and store nearly 50 
years’ of data collected through 
various technologies, is tasked 
with making sure researchers 
can continue to infl uence Solicy 
with some of the only lifetime 
data on obesity and heart health. 
The study is currently funded 
through 2024.

“That’s what I spend most of 
my time doing, writing grants, 
so I can make sure the study is 
funded for the ne[t fi ve years,¶¶ 
said Bazzano, who grew up in 
Metairie and received her medi-
cal degree and public health de-
gree from Tulane.

She’d like to get enough fund-
ing to study the offspring of the 
original Bogalusa participants.

Driving through Bogalusa, 
she can’t help but feel a little de-
feated when she sees what kids 
are up against today in small, ru-
ral towns like Bogalusa, where 
cheap, quick food options have 
set up shop.

“There’s a large concentra-
tion of fast food restaurants in 
the center of the city, around 
Walmart, that include a Pop-
eye’s, a Taco Bell, a Little Cae-
sar’s, a McDonald’s, a Burger 
King and I think there’s a Hard-
ee’s,’’ Bazanno ticked off. “And 
it¶s defi nitely within one sTuare 
mile.’’

In a town of 12,700 people 
where nearly 40%  live in pover-
ty and one in fi ve have diabetes, 
Bogalusa has offered a unique 
set of data among large studies, 
illuminating how health is im-
pacted in poor, rural areas.

“Very few life course studies, 
studies of the heart, have in-
formation from childhood. We 
have information from black 
and white children,’’ said Ba-
zzano.

This Louisiana town is on the 
forefront of heart research

By Emily Woodruff
T h e T im es- Pic a y u ne/ T h e News 
O rl ea ns Adv oc a te

Dr. Fauci addresses 
‘Shots at the Shop’ during 
Black Press appearance

CDC director urges 
parents to get their 
teens vaccinated

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Correspondent

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Correspondent

Walensky

Perrette



“ C h i r p , 
chirp.” The 
sound was 
so faint that 
I thought it 
was a part of 
the television 
program that I 

was watching this past week. 
However, when I turned 
down the volume, I still 
heard the sound. Was there 
a bird stuck in my fi reSlace" 
I tiSSed over to my fi reSlace 
but didn’t see anything.

As the day continued, I 
began reading a book and 
forgot about the chirping. I 
still heard it but fi gured that 
it was the birds outside en-
joying the sunny day. Nev-
ertheless, when I walked to 
my front door to check my 
mail, I noticed that there was 
a lot of bird poop on my front 
door. “How in the world did 
that get there"´ was my fi rst 
thought. I opened the door to 
go back inside but made it a 
point to look closely behind 

my door wreath and was sur-
prised by what I saw: a small 
clump of twigs attached to 
the wreath.

“How in the… what in 
the.."´ I couldn¶t fi nish the 
questions because I was 
confused about what I was 
looking at. Was that a bird’s 
nest on my door wreath" I 
quickly closed the door and 
prayed for a strategy to get 
the wreath and bird poop 
off my front door. As much 
as I didn’t want to disturb 
the nest, it couldn’t stay on 
my front door and had to be 
moved.

My weapons of choice for 
this battle were household 
cleaning gloves, a broom 
and sSray bottle fi lled with 
a homemade disinfecting so-
lution of vinegar, water and 
baking soda. When I gently 
lifted the wreath from its 
holder, at least 3 small birds 
fl ew out, obviously agitated 
that their home was being 
moved/destroyed.

I stood back from wreath 
that now lay on the ground 

amazed at the large size of 
the nest. “How long had that 
been on my door"´ I won�
dered.

A little disappointed that 
the birds had ruined one of 
my favorite door wreaths, I 
started to disinfect the door. 
It took me close to an hour 
to get the poop off the door, 
porch and mat. Perhaps I was 
feeling guilty about destroy-
ing their home or maybe I 
was haunted by visions of 
Alfred Hitchcock’s “The 
Birds,” but as I was cleaning 
I kept looking over my shoul-
der to make sure an army of 
angry birds wasn’t headed 
my way.

Once my door was clean 
and I was back inside my 
house, I heard some very 
loud chirping outside my 
front door. I worried about 
now being on the “Bird Hit 
List.” Would they get revenge 
on me by chirping outside of 
my window at all times of 
the morning" %ut secretly, I 
marveled at their boldness.

Those birds built a nest and 

had hatched some baby birds 
without regard to whether 
they had permission from me 
to do so at my house. They 
did what came naturally.

I think we as Christians 
need to have that same 
kind of boldness regarding 
our Godly purpose. Mat-
thew 6:26 reminds us about 
not worrying when it says, 
“Look at the birds of the air, 
for they neither sow nor reap 
nor gather into barns; yet 
your heavenly Father feeds 
them.” Instead of worrying 
and asking for permission 
to live in our purpose, we 
should trust God will take 
care of us as we follow His 
purpose for our lives. 

S hewand a R i ley  i s a F or t 
W or th,  T ex as based  au thor  
of  “ Lov e H angov er : M ov i ng 
f r om P ai n to P u r pose A f ter  
a R elati onshi p E nd s”  and  
“ W r i t i ng to the B eat of  G od ’ s 
H ear t: A  B ook  of  P r ay er s f or  
W r i ter s.”  E mai l pr eser v ed -
by pu r pose@ gmai l.com or  
f ollow her  on T wi tter  @ she-
wand a.

SUNDAY
Worship Services

10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

www.nhcms.org

1750 

The Apostle Paul 
wrote in Colossians 
1:16-19, “For by 
Him all things were 
created that are in 
heaven and that are 
on earth, visible 

and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or principalities or 
powers. All things were created 
through Him and for Him. And He 
is before all things, and in Him all 
things consist. And He is the head 
of the body, the church, who is 
the beginning, the fi rstborn from 
the dead, that in all things He 
may have the preeminence. For it 
pleased the Father that in Him all 
the fullness should dwell.”

When you come to Jesus, He 
will make you holy. Your obedi-
ence causes Him to give of Him-
self, and you become like He is. 
We read in 1 John 3:7, “Little chil-
dren, let no man deceive you: he 
that doeth righteousness is righ-
teous, even as He is righteous.”

We are living in a time when 
holiness is a strange word to the 
world. I have talked to people 

about living free from sin, and 
they Sointed a fi nger at me and 
said, you are the sinner, because 
you are telling me that you can 
live free from sin. You are a liar, 
so that makes you a sinner.

There are not two kinds of righ-
teousness; there is only one kind. 
As God’s people, we receive the 
righteousness that comes from 
Jesus Christ. Our righteousness is 
not our own; it is His. One appli-
cation of -esus¶ blood is suffi cient 
for all sin; that makes a person 
holy.

Dear one, where do you stand 
with God" $re you living a holy 
life" +as God saved you from 
sin and disgrace" +e can Sut +is 
Spirit within you and enable you 
to walk successfully for Him day 
by day. If you are unable to walk 
with Him day by day, hour by 
hour, minute by minute, then you 
need help from heaven.

R ev . S i meon R . G r een I I I  i s 
pastor  of  J oy nes R oad  Chu r ch of  
G od ,  3 1  J oy nes R oad ,  H ampton 
V A  2 3 6 6 9 . H e i s a member  of  the 
N ati onal A ssoci ati on of  E v ange-
li sm Chu r ch of  G od ,  A nd er son,  
I nd .

Are you 
living free 
from sin?

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

P R E S E R V E D

A lesson
from the birds
 By Shewanda Riley
Col u m nist
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OPINION

The truth will 
set you free is a 
phrase we have 
heard in and 
out of places of 
worship during 
our lifetime. It 

creates a space in our minds 
where we are no longer held 
hostage by lies.

There is hope for our fu-
ture because we are letting 
go of falsehoods and asser-
tions that are wrong. I have 
found in life if you tell a lie 
for so long, after a while you 
believe it.

Within the past five years, 
the truth has been put to the 
test. National leaders also 
invented new terms to go 
along with their basic lying. 
Take for example, alterna-
tive truth. What in the world 
is an alternative truth?  Ask 
some members of the Re-
publican Party and they will 
tell you. Initially, I heard this 
off the wall term from Rudy 
Giuliani and Kellyanne Con-
way. You remember them, 
don’t you?

This term in my opinion 
started the Big Lie stampede. 
The election results have 
been a constant sore spot 
with the Republican Party. 
They cannot accept the elec-
tion results and will not be-
lieve them.

Now some are saying Mr. 
T will be returning to the 
presidency in August. That 
is insane and almost crimi-
nal. He won’t be returning 
to the White House and just 
days ago he was suspended 
from Facebook until at least 
2023.

A day that will arguably 
be known as one of the dark-
est days in American history 
is January 6, 2021.

That is the day a bunch 
of lunatics and backwards 
thinking supporters of the 
former president stormed 
the capitol. It was in living 
color for America to see. We 
watched as men and women 
of ill repute defaced one of 
our most sacred structures.

House Republicans and 
Democrats were led to safety 
fearing for their lives. Mike 
Pence, vice president of the 

United States was among 
those taken to a secure area.

The result of this grue-
some event left an everlast-
ing stain on American de-
mocracy.

Shortly after this tragedy, 
a bi-partisan group of law-
makers wanted to convene 
a January 6 Commission to 
review the root causes of 
this incident. Last week, the 
bi-partisan bill failed by a 
54-35 vote. The Republican 
Senators did not want to hear 
the truth about themselves. 
They have been blinded by 
guilt and shame.

Instead of walking through 
the front door to face the 
truth, they chose to run 
through the back door and 
continue to lie.

Shame on them for not 
having the courage to be 
true representatives for the 
American people.

House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi said, “Leader McCon-
nell and Senate Republi-
cans’ denial of the truth of 
the January 6 insurrection 
brings shame to the Senate. 
Republicans’ cowardice in 
rejecting the truth of that day 
makes our Capitol and coun-
try less safe.”

There is some discussion 
about creating a House-led 
commission. Of course, that 
plays into the sour hands of 
the Republicans who will 
bark that it is partisan and 
unfair. The bad blood ren-
dered by a specific group of 
Republicans is hurting the 
entire Republican Party.

Larry Hogan and Ashley 
Hinson are two Republicans 
who are philosophically op-
posed to the lunacy that 
Trump brings to the table. 
Trump is joined in his crazi-
ness by Graham and Cruz.

America, the truth will 
“trump” a lie. It has always 
been that way.

Do not fall for these T-led 
ways. They are headed in the 
wrong direction. Breathe a 
sigh of relief. He is not elect-
able.

He is smelling fairy dust if 
he thinks he is coming back. 
Do not take a sniff. Why?  
Because the truth is still the 
truth. It just has not set him 
free yet. It probably never 
will.

The truth 
for many 

Republicans 
is optional
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Happy Pride 
month to black 
LGBTQ readers 
and to all of us 
who love LGBTQ 
people.

June has be-
come the traditional month for 
Pride celebrations in honor of 
the gay and transgender people, 
including black and brown gay 
liberation and transgender rights 
activists like Marsha P. Johnson 
and Sylvia Rivera, who fought 
back against harassment and 
abusive policing in June 1969. 
These protests became known 
as the Stonewall riots. They en-
ergized the LGBTQ rights move-
ment and gave momentum to the 
demands for full equality for LG-
BTQ Americans.

Over the years, voices of clar-
ity and conscience moved the 
civil and human rights move-
ment to fully embrace the cause 
of LGBTQ equality. My mentor, 
the late civil rights champion Ju-
lian %ond, was clear that fi ghting 
for eTuality means fi ghting for 
equality for everyone. He knew 
that Bayard Rustin, the organizer 
of the 1963 March on Washing-
ton, was a gay black man who 
changed history.

Another history-making lead-
er, President Barack Obama, 
signed the Matthew Shepard 
and James Byrd Jr., Hate Crimes 
Prevention Act in 2009. That 

law was named for two people 
killed in attacks fueled by bigot-
ry – Matthew Shepard, a young 
gay man beaten and left to die, 
and James Byrd Jr., a black man 
dragged from a truck in a brutal 
lynching in 1998.

Passing hate crimes legislation 
was a major victory, but fi ght�
ing hate is unfi nished business. 
Violence against black LGBTQ 
people still takes far too many 
lives every year.

We mourn our losses and re-
affi rm our commitment to fi ght 
bigotry. But Pride is also about 
celebration. We celebrate prog-
ress toward the full equality and 
inclusion of LGBTQ people in 
our communities and country. 
That progress can be seen in 
public attitudes. Huge majorities 
of Americans, including three-
quarters of black Americans, 
support laws that protect LGBTQ 
people against discrimination.

One of my proudest moments 
as president of the NAACP was 
announcing the organization’s 
support for marriage equality in 
2012. The press conference an-
nouncing that policy was emo-
tional for me, because marriage 
equality is personal. My parents 
– my black mother and white fa-
ther – were confronted by laws 
that made it illegal for them to 
get married in some states. That 
was before the U.S. Supreme 
Court did away with state laws 
that banned interracial marriage 
in 1967.

It took almost 50 years, and a 
lot of hard work by equality ac-
tivists, before the Supreme Court 
overturned state laws that kept 
same-sex couples from getting 
married. That 2015 ruling was 
another milestone on the road to 
full legal and lived equality for 
LGBTQ people in this country.

As we all know, progress often 
brings backlash. We see it every-
where.

Black voters turned out in key 
states last year to defeat Don-
ald Trump and elect Joe Biden 
and Kamala Harris. This year, 
Republican legislators are pass-
ing new voter suppression laws. 
They want to punish black voters 
by making it harder to register 
and vote in the future. That’s why 
Democrats in Congress need to 
pass the For the People Act and 
the John Lewis Voting Rights 
Advancement Act.

We’re also seeing a backlash 
against equality for all. Right-
wing legislators are passing laws 
to restrict LGBTQ rights. Right-
wing legal groups are pushing 
Trump-appointed judges to roll 
back legal equality. That’s why 
Democrats in Congress need to 
pass the Equality Act.

You might hear some politi-
cians raising false alarms about 
the Equality Act. Don’t listen to 
them. They told the same kind 
of lies when they were fi ghting 
the hate crimes law. And none of 
them came to pass.

What has come to pass, thanks 

to black voters and everyone who 
helped put the Biden-Harris ad-
ministration in power, is a return 
to equality as U.S. government 
policy. The administration wast-
ed no time reversing some of the 
Trump team’s attacks on equality.

And last month a black gay 
woman made history. Principal 
Deputy Press Secretary Kar-
ine -ean�3ierre became the fi rst 
openly gay black woman to lead 
a Sress briefi ng at the :hite 
House. “Being behind this po-
dium, being in this room, being 
in this building, is not about one 
person, it’s about what we do on 
behalf of the American people,” 
she said.

It’s about what we do on behalf 
of the American people. That’s 
a good principle for all of us to 
embrace as we celebrate Pride 
and work to build a country in 
which we the people means all 
the people.

B en J ealou s ser v es as pr esi -
d ent of  P eople F or  the A mer i can 
W ay  and  P eople F or  the A mer i -
can W ay  F ou nd ati on. J ealou s 
has d ecad es of  ex per i ence as a 
lead er ,  coali ti on bu i ld er ,  cam-
pai gner  f or  soci al j u sti ce and  
seasoned nonprofi t executive. 
I n 2 0 0 8 ,  he was chosen as the 
y ou ngest-ev er  pr esi d ent and  
CE O  of  the N A A CP . H e i s a gr ad -
u ate of  Colu mbi a U ni v er si ty  and  
O x f or d ,  wher e he was a R hod es 
S cholar ,  and  he has tau ght at 
P r i nceton and  the U ni v er si ty  of  
P ennsy lv ani a.

Power and Pride 
to the people

 By Ben Jealous
Peopl e F or th e Am eric a n W a y

The American 
people need to 
realize that the 
real issue in the 
United States 
Senate is not 
the ³fi libuster´ 

but racism. Former President 
Obama clearly stated this in his 
recent interview with Anderson 
Cooper of CNN. The fact that 
the U.S. Senator Joe Manchin is 
meeting or has met with nation-
al Civil Rights leaders as if he 
is interested in what they have 
to say, is no more than a media 
stunt in an attempt to soften the 
blow of his racist attitude con-
cerning the fi libuster.

Yes, it is racist to see that 
you are one of the two people 
in the U.S. Senate attempting to 

re-institutionalize “Jim Crow” 
segregation through support-
ing the fi libuster which would 
require 10 Republican votes in 
the Senate instead of a simple 
majority, which could allow 
passage.

Everytime the American peo-
Sle hear the term ³fi libuster,́  
the word “racist” should be in-
serted in its place. Those mem-
bers of the Senate who support 
the fi libuster over debate and 
legislative consideration of the 
public policy issues facing this 
great nation should be labeled 
for the racists they are.

When one considers the 22 
states that have already passed 
voter suppression laws, which 
eliminate hours and locations 
for polling places, that require 
voter identifi cation cards for 
those with the greatest issues 
of getting such cards, like our 

black and Latino seniors who 
have already been voting since 
the passage of the 1965 Voting 
Rights Act, and the very fact 
that the John Lewis “For the 
People Act” would render null 
and void the voter suppression 
acts now in all of 47 states, it 
becomes clear that the whole 
idea is to prevent people of col-
or from voting so that we do not 
have a repeat of the black voter 
victories in Georgia that placed 
a black and a Jew in the U.S. 
Senate.

Donald Trump has become 
the symbol of the Republican 
Party because he gives body 
and voice to the fears that old 
school whites have about the 
“browning” of America.

The same wave of righteous 
indignation that swept America 
after the “murder” of George 
Floyd and that placed Joseph 

Biden and Kamala Harris in the 
presidency, should be contin-
ued with all the same passion.

“We The People” must de-
mand the abolishment of the 
³fi libuster´ and the racism it 
represents. It is not a part of our 
Constitution. We must remain a 
nation of laws and not outdated 
racist tradition.

Joe Manchin’s and his Dem-
ocratic colleague Kyrsten 
Sinema’s actions support the 
racist behavior of the Repub-
lican Senate and the Republi-
can Party which is leading this 
national attack on blocking 
legislation that supports all of 
America and people of color in 
particular.

Let’s not waste more pre-
cious time on the Republicans. 
/et¶s get rid of the fi libuster 
now by any means necessary. 
The future depends on it.

The Republican Senate, 
tKe fi lLbuster and racLsm

By James B. Ewers Jr.
President E m eritu s
T een M entoring  Com m ittee of  O h io

 By Dr. John Warren
S a n D ieg o V oic e a nd 
V iewpoint/ NNPA M em b er

Migraine is 
a neurological 
disease that af-
fects 60 million 
Americans and is 
the 2nd leading 
cause of disability 

worldwide. It is an underestimat-
ed, underdiagnosed and under-
treated disease despite its heavy 
burden. However, communities 
of color, which have been histori-
cally, socially and economically 
disenfranchised from research 

studies and treatment are bear-
ing the brunt of this burden. The 
American healthcare system is 
riddled with fl aws, and headache 
medicine is no different.

The racial inequities in head-
ache diagnosis and patient care 
have been brought to light by the 
recent increased focus on system-
atic racism that impacts health 
equity. Numerous studies have 
shown that the rates of migraine 
diagnosis and treatment vary 
signifi cantly between blacks, 
Hispanics, and whites. Although 
prevalence of migraine is similar 
(14.5% , 14.5% , and 15.5%  re-

spectively), blacks and Hispanics 
utilize healthcare at a dispropor-
tionate rate compared to whites.

When seeking treatment, His-
panics had a lower total number 
of visits that result in a migraine 
diagnosis. Blacks with severe 
headaches are more likely to get 
a diagnosis of probable migraine, 
while whites get a more defi nitive 
diagnosis.

Because of disparities in the 
U.S. health care system, migraine 
is more severe and more likely to 
become chronic among blacks 
and African Americans. This 
chronifi cation is unfortunately 

linked with increased depression 
and disability, and a lower quality 
of life.

Black, indigenous, people of 
color (BIPOC) experience stress 
and adverse health outcomes due 
to the exposure to racism and ra-
cial trauma. A theory, known as 
race-based traumatic stress, indi-
cates that some individuals expe-
rience racial prejudice as psycho-
logical trauma. This PTSD-like 
reaction leads to increased severe 
headaches and migraine attacks. 
5esearch confi rms all of these 
inequities – but an ongoing lack 
of quality research on BIPOC 

with migraine means there is still 
much that is unknown or poorly 
understood.

CHAMP is one of many pa-
tient advocacy organizations par-
ticipating in National Migraine 
and Headache Awareness Month. 
Every June, we spend the month 
raising awareness and educating 
the public via a variety of pro-
grams and projects held around 
the country. The theme for this 
year is “A New Era of Care,” 
which refl ects the surge of inno�
vation in headache and migraine 
treatments that are dramatically 
improving lives.

-une �� is our fi rst $dvocacy 
Day of Action, supporting a 
U.S. House Resolution designat-
ing June as Migraine and Head-
ache Awareness Month, led by 
Representative Madeleine Dean 
(D-PA-4th). This resolution ad-
dresses the inequities that BIPOC 
communities face in health ac-
cess and quality of care. You can 
show your support by contacting 
your representative in Congress 
and asking them to co-sign the 
resolution.

T ak e acti on by  v i si ti ng: head -
achemi gr ai ne.or g/poli cy -par t-
ner s/.

Migraine is a health disparity for people of color 
Act now to support a congressional resolution on health equity

 By Jaime M. Sanders
T h e M ig ra ine D iv a ,  Co- L ea d of  th e 
D ispa rities in H ea da c h e Adv isory  Cou nc il
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PUBLIC NOTICE

JACKSON ZOO (0390)

Adopted Amended

Budget for Proposed Revised Budget

 2020-2021 Amendments 2020-2021

EXPENDITURES

Personal Services 458,104  458,104 

Supplies & Materials  -    130,000  130,000 

Other Services & Charges  768,153  768,153 

Debt Services  -   

Grants, Contributions  -    -    - 0

Transfers and Other Functions  -   

Capital Outlay  - 0

Total  $ -    $ 1,356,257  $ 1,356,257 

The Jackson Zoo will be moving from the Department of Human and Culture Services to Parks and Recreations.  

The Jackson Zoo will have its own fund (390) where revenue and expenditures will be charged.  The division and function

of the Jackson Zoo will be 498.00

1

6 - 3 - 2 0 2 1,  6 - 10 - 2 0 2 1
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6 - 10 - 2 0 2 1  6 - 17 - 2 0 2 1

LEG A L

6 - 10 - 2 0 2 1
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6 - 10 - 2 0 2 1

6 - 3 - 2 0 2 1,  6 - 10 - 2 0 2 1,  6 - 17 - 2 0 2 1
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A D V ER TISEMENT F O R  B ID S –  NO TIC E TO  C O NTR A C TO R S
C it y  of  Ja ckson Me a d ow R oa d  B r id g e  R e pla ce me nt  Pr oj e ct

Ja ckson, Mississippi

S eal ed b ids w il l  b e rece ive d b y th e City of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi,  until  3 : 3 0  
P.M. CST, Tuesday, July 13, 2021 at the City Clerk’s Offi ce located at 219 
S .  P resi dent S t. ,  for su ppl yi ng al l  l ab or,  material s and eq uipment as req uired 
under the plans and specifi cations for the construction of City of Jackson 
M eadow  R oad B ridge R epl ace ment P roj ect .  P l ease  address enve l ope to City 
Clerk, P.O. Box 17, Jackson, MS 39205.

Contract time for this contract shall be 90 consecutive calendar days from 
th e effect ive  date sh ow n in th e N otice  to P roce ed.  L iq uidated damages  w il l  
b e asse sse d for each  co nse cu tive  c al endar day th e W ork h as not ach ieve d 
Final Completion. The amount of liquidated damages per day will be $500.00 
plus any additional actual costs above $500.00 incurred by the Owner. These 
ac tual  co st s incl ude,  b ut are not l imited to,  engineering,  insp ect ion,  and oth er 
c onst ruct ion rel ated co st s resu l ting from th e Contract or’ s fail ure to co mpl ete 
th e w ork on sch edul e.

T h e City of Ja cks on is co mmitted to th e princi pl e of non- discr imination in 
pub l ic co ntract ing.   I t is th e pol icy of th e City of Ja ckso n to promote ful l  and 
eq ual  b usi ness opportunity for al l  perso ns doing b usi ness w ith  th e City .  A s 
a pre- co ndition to se l ect ion,  each  co ntract or,  b idder or offeror sh al l  su b mit 
a c ompl eted and si gned E q ual  B us iness O pportunity ( E B O )  P l an,  w ith  th e 
b id su b missi on,  in acco rdance  w ith  th e provi si on of th e City of Ja ckso n’ s 
E q ual  B usi ness O pportunity ( E B O )  E xe cu tive  O rder.  F ail ure to co mpl y w ith  
th e City’ s E xe cu tive  O rder sh al l  disq ual ify a co ntract or,  b idder,  or offeror 
from b eing aw arded an el igib l e co ntract .  F or more information on th e City of 
Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the Offi ce 
of Economic Development at 601-960-1638. Copies of the Executive Order, 
EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are available at 218 South 
P resi dent S treet,  2 nd F l oor,  Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi.

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all bidders that in compliance with Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4, that 
al l  b idders w il l  b e afforded ful l  opportunity to su b mit b ids in resp onse  to th is 
inv itation and w il l  not b e discr iminated against  on th e grounds of race ,  co l or,  
national  origin,  or se x,  in co nsi deration for an aw ard.

T h e City of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi ( “ City of Ja ckso n” )  is co mmitted to cu l tiva t-
ing and ensu ring th e q ual ity of l ife of its ci tize ns,  th rough  va rious programs,  
empl oym ent,  initiative s,  and assi st ance .  T h e City enco urages al l  perso ns,  
c orporations,  and/ or entities doing b usi ness w ith in th e City ,  as w el l  as th ose  
w h o se ek  to co ntract  w ith  th e City on va rious proj ect s and/ or co nduct  b usi -
ness in th e City to assi st  th e City in ach ievi ng its goal  b y st rongl y co nsi dering 
City resi dents for empl oym ent opportunities.

Bidders must be qualifi ed under Mississippi Law and show current Certifi cate 
of R esp onsi b il ity issu ed b y th e M is si ssi ppi S tate B oard of P ub l ic Contrac-
tors establishing his classifi cation as to the value and type of construction on 
w h ich  h e is auth orize d to b id.

B ids sh al l  b e made out on th e b id proposa l  forms to b e provi ded,  se al ed in 
an enve l ope and pl ainl y marke d on th e outsi de of th e enve l ope:  “ City of Ja ck-
s on M eadow  R oad B ridge R epl ace ment P roj ect ”  E ach  b idder sh al l  w rite h is 
Certifi cate of Responsibility Number on the outside of the sealed envelope 
c ontaining h is proposa l .   

B ids and E B O  pl ans sh al l  b e su b mitted in tripl ica te ( b ound/ st apl ed se parate-
l y ) ,  se al ed and deposi ted w ith  th e City Cl erk,  City H al l ,  Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi 
prior to th e h our and date h ereinb efore desi gnated.  N o b idder may w ith draw  
his bid within 90 days after the actual date of the opening thereof.

Offi cial Bid Documents, including the Contract Documents and Drawings can 
b e dow nl oaded from Central  B idding at w w w . ce ntral b idding. co m.   E l ect ronic 
B ids may b e su b mitted at w w w . ce ntral b idding. co m.   F or any q uest ions  re-
lated to the electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding at 225-
810.4814.

A w arding pub l ic co ntract s to non- resi dent B idders w il l  b e on th e sa me b asi s 
as  th e non- resi dent b idder’ s st ate aw ards co ntract s to M issi ssi ppi Contract ors 
b idding under si mil ar ci rcu mst ance s .  Current st ate l aw ,  M issi ssi ppi G eneral  
Laws of 2010, Chapter 383, section 31-3-21 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, 
as  amended,  req uires a nonresi dent b idder to attach  to th e b id a co py of th e 
B idder’ s resi dent s tate’ s cu rrent l aw s pertaining to su ch  st ate’ s treatment of 
nonresi dent co ntract ors.  N on- resi dent b idders must  attach  to th eir b id a co py 
of any b id preference  l aw  of th e st ate,  ci ty ,  co unty ,  parish ,  provi nce ,  nation or 
pol itica l  s ub divi si on w h ere th ey are domici l ed.   I f th ere is no su ch  l aw  w h ere 
th ey are domici l ed,  al l  non- resi dent b idders sh al l  attach  a l etter to th eir b id 
s tating th at th ere is  no b id preference  l aw  w h ere th ey are domici l ed.   T h e b id 
of any non- resi dent b idder w h o fail s to attach  to its b id a co py of its domici l e’ s 
b id preference  l aw  or a l etter st ating th at its domici l e h as no su ch  b id prefer-
ence  l aw ,  w h ich ev er is appl ica b l e,  s h al l  b e rej ect ed and not co nsi dered for 
aw ard.

Each Bidder must deposit with his bid a Bid Bond or Certifi ed Check in an 
amount equal to fi ve percent of his bid, payable to the City of Jackson as bid 
security. Bidders shall also submit a current fi nancial statement, if requested 
b y  th e City of Ja ckso n.  T h e su cce s sf ul  b idder w il l  b e req uired to furnis h  a 
P aym ent B ond and P erformance  B ond each  in th e amount of 10 0 %  of th e 
c ontract  amount.

Plans, specifi cations and contract documents are on fi le and open to pub-
lic inspection at the Offi ce of Crown Engineering, PLLC, 5269 Keele Street, 
Jackson, Mississippi, 39206.  One (1) copy of the Plans, Specifi cations and 
Contract  D ocu ments may b e procu red upon paym ent of $ 10 0 . 0 0  ( b y ch eck,  
made pay ab l e to “ Crow n E ngineering,  P L L C. ” ) .  A l l  tech nica l  q uest ions sh oul d 
be directed to Calvin Dean, PE, (601) 713-4346.  The payment is non-re-
fundab l e.

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all Bidders that minority and women busi-
ness enterprise s are so l ici ted to b id on th ese  co ntract s as prime co ntrac tors 
and are enco uraged to make  inq uiries regarding potential  su b co ntract ing op-
portunities,  eq uipment,  material  and/ or su ppl y needs.

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held on June 25, 2021 at 11:00 A.M. local time, 
in the 5th fl oor conference room of the Warren Hood Building, 200 South 
P resi dent S treet,  Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi.  A l l  potential  co ntract ors,  su b co ntrac-
tors,  and oth er interest ed parties are enco uraged to attend.

T h e City of Ja ckso n rese rve s th e righ t to rej ect  any and al l  b ids and to w aive  
any informal ities or irregul arities th erein.

Ch arl es W il l iams Jr . ,  P E ,  P h D ,   D irec tor/ City E ngineer
D epartment of P ub l ic W orks 

6 - 10 - 2 0 2 1,  6 - 17 - 2 0 2 1

LEG A L

NO TIC E O F  PUB LIC  HEA R ING  
PUB LIC  A C C ESS G A TE( S)

C ITY  O F  JA C KSO N, MISSISSIPPI

G A TE NO . 14

N otice  is h ereb y give n th e City Counci l  of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi w il l  h ol d a 
public hearing on June 29, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. in Council Chambers at City 
Hall located at 219 S. President Street for the Special Council Meeting to 
co nsi der granting approva l  of th e pub l ic acce ss gate( s)  as outl ined in th e 
Jackson Code of Ordinances Section 110-28, Section 5.  All interested citi-
ze ns are enco uraged to attend.  A dditional  information ca n b e found at w w w .
j ackso nms. gov/ engage

P ropose d gate( s)  w il l  b e l oca ted at:  E ast ove r D rive  at R idgew ood R oad,  E ast -
b ourne P l ace  at R idgew ood R oad,  L ake  Circl e b etw een R est b rook P l ace  and 
R h ym es P l ace ,  D ougl ass D rive  b etw een R idgew ood R oad and L ake  Circl e,  
and Q uail  R un R oad at E ast  M anor D rive .

W I T N E S S  my si gnature th is 7 th  day of Ju ne 2 0 2 1.

 Jo rdan H il l man
 D irect or of P l anning
 City of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi

6 - 10 - 2 0 2 1,  6 - 17 - 2 0 2 1
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LEG A L

 NO TIC E O F  PUB LIC  HEA R ING  A ND  C O MMENT PER IO D
D R INKING  W A TER  SY STEM IMPR O V EMENT

N O T I CE  is  h ereb y  giv en th at th e City  of J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi w il l  h os t a 
pub l ic  h earing to b e h el d in th e A ndrew  J ac k s on Conferenc e R oom of th e 
H ood B uil ding,  2 0 0  S outh  P res ident S treet,  J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi 3 9 2 0 1 at 
10 : 0 0  A M  on F riday ,  J une 18 ,  2 0 2 1.  T h e P ub l ic  H earing w il l  prov ide infor-
mation on its  F ac il ities  P l an for th e propos ed W ater D is trib ution S y s tem I m-
prov ement P roj ec ts  at O . B .  Curtis  W ater T reatment P l ant and J . H .  F ew el l  
W ater T reatment P l ant.  T h e City  w il l  b e s eek ing l ow  interes t D rink ing W a-
ter S y s tem I mprov ement R ev ol v ing L oan F und ( D W S I R L F )  as s is tanc e for 
F is c al  Y ear 2 0 2 1.  T h e impac t of th e proj ec t w il l  b e improv ing c us tomer 
s atis fac tion and s afe,  rel iab l e s erv ic e del iv ery  of drink ing w ater.  A dv ers e 
impac ts  on h is toric al ,  arc h aeol ogic al ,  or c ul tural  areas  are not ex pec ted,  
which is certifi ed in the response letter from the Mississippi Department 
of Archives and History. The letter from Fish and Wildlife Service specifi ed 
th at th e propos ed proj ec t does  not c ontain s uitab l e h ab itat for s pec ies  pro-
tec ted under th e E S A .  T h e proj ec t is  nec es s ary  to ens ure th e City  of J ac k -
s on c ons is tentl y  and rel iab l y  prov ide drink ing w ater to its  c us tomers .  T h e 
total  c os t of th e l oan is  c urrentl y  es timated at approx imatel y  $  2 7 , 9 5 3 , 3 0 0 ,  
w h ic h  is  b eing s ough t th rough  th e D W S I R L F  l ow - interes t l oan program.  
T h e w ater dis trib ution s y s tem improv ement proj ec t is  el igib l e for partic ipat-
ing under th e S tate of M is s is s ippi l ow - interes t D W S I R L F  l oan program.

T h e P ub l ic  H earing w il l  pres ent a des c ription of th e rec ommended proj -
ec t,  es timated c os ts ,  as  w el l  as  th e es timated c os t per h ous eh ol d impac t 
for c us tomers  for th e el igib l e l oan.  T h e ty pic al  res idential  c us tomer b il l  for 
drink ing w ater is  ex pec ted to inc reas e b y  no more th an 1% ,  as s uming th at 
l ow - interes t l oans  c an b e ob tained th rough  th e D W S I R L F  l oan program.  
T h e purpos e of th e h earing is  not onl y  to inform b ut al s o to s eek  and gath er 
input from peopl e th at w il l  b e affec ted.  Comments  and v iew points  from th e 
pub l ic  are enc ouraged.

T h e City  of J ac k s on w il l  b egin a pub l ic  c omment period on M ay  13 ,  2 0 2 1.   
T h e c omment period w il l  al l ow  c itiz ens  to rev iew  th e propos ed W ater D is tri-
b ution I mprov ement P roj ec ts  F ac il ities  P l an and offer additional  c omments .

A  c opy  of th e W ater D is trib ution S y s tem I mprov ements  F ac il ities  P l an is  
av ail ab l e b y  email  req ues t to M auric k a M c k enz ie,  P E  at admin@ c orner-
s toneengl l c . c om.  W ritten c omments ,  s ugges tions ,  and q ues tions  may  b e 
s ub mitted to M auric k a M c k enz ie,  P E  at admin@ c orners toneengl l c . c om 
until  J une 13 ,  2 0 2 1.

Ch arl es  W il l iams  J r. ,  P E ,  P h D
D irec tor of P ub l ic  W ork s / City  E ngineer

5 - 13 - 2 0 2 1,  5 - 2 0 - 2 0 2 1,  5 - 2 7 - 2 0 2 1,  6 - 3 - 2 0 2 1,  6 - 10 - 2 0 2 1 

LEG A L

A D V ER TISEMENT F O R  B ID S
B Y  THE JA C KSO N MUNIC IPA L A IR PO R T A UTHO R ITY  

F O R  C O NSTR UC TIO N A ND  R ELA TED  SER V IC ES 
IN C O NNEC TIO N W ITH THE

JMA A ’ S A IR PO R T D ISTR IC T O F F IC E B UILD ING :   
F A A  TENA NT INTER IO R  UPG R A D ES PR O JEC T 

A T THE  JA C KSO N-MED G A R  W ILEY  EV ER S INTER NA TIO NA L A IR PO R T
JMA A  PR O JEC T NO . 004 -21

T h e J ac k s on M unic ipal  A irport A uth ority  ( “ J M A A ” )  is  s eek ing b ids  for c ons truc tion and 
related services in connection with: JMAA’s Airport District Offi ce Building:  FAA Ten-
ant I nterior U pgrades  P roj ec t at th e J ac k s on- M edgar W il ey  E v ers  I nternational  A irport 
( th e “ W ork ” ) .

S eal ed b ids  to perform th e W ork  w il l  b e ac c epted at 4 : 0 0  p. m.  Central  S tandard T ime 
( CS T )  on T h urs day ,  J ul y  8 ,  2 0 2 1 ( th e “ B id D eadl ine” ) .   B ids  s h al l  b e ac c epted b y  
email ,  mail ,  or h and del iv ery  as  fol l ow s :   

E mail :   b ids @ j maa. c om 
By mail or hand delivery:   JMAA’s Administrative Offi ce, Suite 300
        M ain T erminal  B uil ding 
        J ac k s on- M edgar W il ey  E v ers  I nternational  A irport 
        10 0  I nternational  D riv e,  J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi 3 9 2 0 8

J M A A  w il l  open and read pub l ic l y  al l  b ids  on T h urs day ,  J ul y  8 ,  2 0 2 1 at 4 : 0 5  p. m.  
( CS T )  ( th e “ B id O pening” ) ,  in th e S taff Conferenc e R oom,  T h ird F l oor of th e M ain 
T erminal  B uil ding at J A N .  J M A A  inv ites  B idders  and th eir auth oriz ed repres entativ es  
to b e pres ent at th e B id O pening.

Q ues tions  and c ommunic ations  regarding th e b idding proc edure and s c h edul e on 
th is  proj ec t s h oul d b e direc ted:   N ame,  T itl e,  email  addres s ,  and tel eph one numb er.  
D r.  D ex ter M .  B rook ins ,  D irec tor of P roc urement,
db rook ins @ j maa. c om,  6 0 1- 6 6 4 - 3 5 16 .

The following identifi cation information must be provided with the submission: (i) Bid-
der’s company name� (ii) Mississippi Certifi cate of Responsibility Number� and (iii) 
the wording: JMAA’s Airport District Offi ce Building:  FAA Tenant Interior Upgrades 
P roj ec t at J ac k s on- M edgar W il ey  E v ers  I nternational  A irport,  J M A A  P roj ec t N o.  0 0 4 -
21.´  If the submission is submitted via email, the identifi cation information must be 
prov ided in th e email  s ub j ec t l ine.   I f th e s ub mis s ion is  s ub mitted b y  h and del iv ery  or 
mail, the identifi cation information must be marked on the outside or exterior of the 
b id env el ope or c ontainer.

J M A A  w il l  not c ons ider any  s ub mis s ions ,  inc l uding b id propos al s ,  amendments  to 
b ids ,  or req ues ts  for w ith draw al  of b ids  rec eiv ed,  after th e B id D eadl ine for any  reas on 
w h ats oev er.  

J M A A  w il l  aw ard th e W ork  to th e l ow es t and b es t b id as  determined b y  J M A A  in 
ac c ordanc e w ith  th e c riteria s et forth  in th e I nformation for B idders .   P l ans  and s pec i-
fi cations related to the Work are considered part of the Agreement. Any Addenda 
issued clarifying and�or changing plans and specifi cations� clarifying and�or changing 
ins truc tions  in th e I ns truc tion to B idders ;  and/ or ans w ering q ues tions  in rel ation to th e 
I ns truc tions  to B idders  s h al l  b ec ome part of th e I nformation for B idders .  

T h e I nformation for B idders  and b idding doc uments  for th e W ork  c an b e found 
at  h ttps : / / j maa. c om/ partner- w ith - us / proc urement/ .  T h e w eb s ite w il l  b e updated pe-
riodic al l y  w ith  addenda,  reports ,  and oth er information rel ev ant to s ub mitting a B id 
for th e W ork .

J M A A  w il l  h ol d a P re- B id V ideo Conferenc e on W ednes day ,  J une 2 3 ,  2 0 2 1 at 10 : 0 0  
a. m.  ( CS T )  us ing th e fol l ow ing l ogin information:   

L ink :  h ttps : / / j maa. z oom. us / j / 9 3 4 5 2 17 0 7 9 1? pw d- U nZ j T X N H aU w y V k M Y n-
J D a3 A v N k l X U T 0 9    
M eeting I D :  9 3 4  5 2 17  0 7 9 1 
P as s c ode:  2 9 3 0 5 0

B y  T el eph one:   1- 3 0 1- 7 15 - 8 5 9 2  ( U S )

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifi cations for the Work by Ad-
dendum is s ued b efore th e B id D eadl ine;  to rej ec t any  and al l  b ids ;  and to w aiv e tec h -
nic al ities  in th e b id propos al s .

J M A A  h as  es tab l is h ed a D is adv antaged B us ines s  E nterpris es  c ontrac t goal  of 0 %  for 
th e W ork  s ol ic ited b y  th is  R F B .

J A CK S O N  M U N I CI P A L  A I R P O R T  A U T H O R I T Y
D A T E :  0 6 / 10 / 2 0 2 1

Paul A. Brown, Chief Executive Offi cer

6 - 10 - 2 0 2 1 

LEG A L

NO TIC E O F  A PPLIC A TIO N F O R  A N EX PA NSIO N O F  A N EX ISTING  
 C O ND ITIO NA L USE PER MIT A T 28 07  O LD  C A NTO N TO  INC LUD E 

28 01 O LD  C A NTO N R D

Z O NING  C A SE NO . 4 03 3

B y  v irtue of and purs uant to th e auth ority  and direc tion of th at O rdinanc e 
b y  th e City  Counc il  of J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi,  appearing in M inute B ook  3 G  
at page 115  th ereof,  notic e is  h ereb y  giv en to al l  pers ons  interes ted in 
or in any way affected thereby, that Michael Boerner has fi led with the 
J ac k s on City  Counc il  a req ues t for th e ex pans ion of  a Conditional  U s e 
P ermit into an additional  s uite for th e operation of a c ommunity  rec reational  
facility�family fi tness center within a C-2 (Limited) Commercial District for 
th e  property  l oc ated at 2 8 0 1 O l d Canton R d.  ( P arc el :  4 7 - 6 - 1) ,  in th e F irs t 
J udic ial  D is tric t of H inds  County ,  M is s is s ippi,  and b eing more partic ul arl y  
des c rib ed as :

B eginning at th e S outh w es t c orner of th e parc el  of l and c onv ey ed b y  T h e 
E as t P oint Corporation to S tandard L ife I ns uranc e Company  of th e S outh  
b y  deed dated D ec emb er 3 0 ,  19 4 9 ,  and rec orded in B ook  6 3 0 ,  P age 4 9  of 
th e l and rec ords  of th e F irs t J udic ial  D is tric t of H inds  County ,  M is s is s ippi,  
on fi le in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk at Jackson, Mississippi, and run 
th enc e in a w es terl y  direc tion,  al ong a prol ongation of th e s outh ern b ound-
ary  of th e s aid S tandard L ife property  15 . 8  feet to a point,  and run th enc e 
in a s outh ern direc tion al ong th e w es tern b oundary  of th e property  of T h e 
E as t P oint Corporation 4 0  feet to a point,  and run th enc e eas t al ong a 
l ine paral l el  to th e s outh ern b oundary  of th e s aid S tandard L ife property  
to a point on th e w es tern b oundary  of th e O l d Canton R oad righ t- of- w ay  
( w h ic h  O l d Canton R oad is  s ometimes  referred to as  Canton A v enue) .  as  
s aid b oundary  ex is ts  as  of th is  date,  and run th enc e in a north erl y  direc tion 
al ong th e s aid w es tern b oundary  of s aid O l d Canton R oad 4 0  feet to th e 
S outh eas t c orner of s aid S tandard L ife’ s  parc el  of l and,  and run th enc e 
w es t al ong th e s aid s outh ern b oundary  of s aid S tandard L ife’ s  parc el  to th e 
point of b eginning.

A nd b eing th e s ame property  in I ns trument rec orded in B ook  2 7 7 4  at P age 
2 3 7 .

S aid appl ic ation w il l  b e h eard at th e City  Counc il  M eeting in th e City  Coun-
c il  Ch amb ers ,  City  H al l ,  2 0 9  S .  P res ident S treet in J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi,  at 
2 : 3 0  p. m. ,  on M onday ,  J une 2 1,  2 0 2 1,  at w h ic h  time al l  parties  interes ted in 
or affec ted th ereb y  w il l  b e h eard b oth  pro and c on on s aid q ues tion,  after 
w h ic h  a rec ord w il l  b e es tab l is h ed upon w h ic h  th e J ac k s on City  Counc il  
c an mak e its  rec ommendation to th e City  Counc il  of J ac k s on.  A ny  ob j ec tion 
th ereto may  b e made b y  any  pers on ow ning property  w ith in th e area,  and if 
made in writing must be fi led with the City =oning Administrator before said 
time if a h earing th ereof or c ons ideration th ereof is  des ired,  or b y  c ouns el  
on s aid date.  I f a req ues t is  made to th e Z oning A dminis trator at l eas t 7 2  
h ours  in adv anc e,  th e City  w il l  tak e s teps  to ac c ommodate c itiz ens  need for 
interpreters  or aux il iary  aids  for th e v is ual l y / h earing impaired.

W I T N E S S  my  s ignature th is  1s t day  of J une 2 0 2 1.

/ s / E s ter L .  A ins w orth
Z oning A dminis trator
City  of J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi

5 - 2 7 - 2 0 2 1,  6 - 10 - 2 0 2 1 

LEG A L

Hind s C ou nt y  Economic D e v e lopme nt  A u t h or it y  
Employ me nt  A d

H inds County E co nomic D eve l opment A uth ority ( H CE D A )  B oard of T rust ees 
se eks a ful l - time E xe cu tive  D irect or to ove rse e th e day- to- day operations of 
HCEDA, including the management, utili]ation and conservation of its fi nan-
ci al ,  h uman and ph ysi ca l  reso urce s,  under th e auth ority and su pervi si on of 
th e H CE D A  B oard of T rust ees.

Minimum qualifi cations include a bachelor’s degree from an accredited col-
l ege or unive rsi ty in b usi ness administ ration,  eco nomic or co mmunity deve l -
opment, urban 	 regional planning, engineering, or a related fi eld, along with 
a minimum of fi ve (5) years’ experience in economic or community develop-
ment,  urb an &  regional  pl anning,  or a cl ose l y- rel ated professi on and w ith  a 
prove n track reco rd of su cce ssf ul l y l oca ting new  ca pital  inve st ments.

Advanced degree(s) and CEcD designation and�or EDFP certifi cation is pre-
ferred.

S al ary w il l  b e b ase d upon exp erience .

A ppl ica tions must  b e rece ive d b y Ju ne 10 ,  2 0 2 1.

F or additional  detail s regarding th is rol e as w el l  as information on h ow  to ap-
pl y ,  vi si t h ttps: / / se l ect h inds. co m/ ca reers

4 - 2 9 - 2 0 2 1,  5 - 6 - 2 0 2 1,  5 - 13 - 2 0 2 1,  5 - 2 0 - 2 0 2 1,  5 - 2 7 - 2 0 2 1,  6 - 3 - 2 0 2 1,  6 - 10 - 2 0 2 1

LEG A L

A d v e r t ise me nt  f or  R e v e r se  A u ct ion B id s
B id  3 19 2 C h r ome b ooks, La pt ops a nd  D e skt ops C ompu t e r s

R eve rse  A uct ion b idding for th e ab ove  b id w il l  b e rece ive d b y th e B oard of 
Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 
S outh  P resi dent S treet,  Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi,  until  10 : 0 0  A . M .  ( L oca l  P reva il -
ing T ime)  Ju l y 0 8 ,  2 0 2 1,  at w h ich  time R eve rse  A uct ion b idding b egins el ec-
tronica l l y .  T h e B oard of T rust ees rese rve s th e righ t to rej ect  any and al l  b ids,  
to w aive  informal ities,  and to w ith h ol d th e acce ptance  of any b id if approve d 
for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date Reverse Auction bid opening ends.  

Specifi cation responses must be submitted for this bid event. Specifi cations 
are due no l ater th an ( 5 : 0 0  p. m. ,  Ju ne 2 5 ,  2 0 2 1)  l oca l  time to b e th e give n 
th e opportunity to partici pate in th e auct ion.  V endors su b mitting acce ptab l e 
specifi cation responses will be invited to participate in the electronic reverse 
auct ion at  H Y P E R L I N K  “ h ttp: / / w w w . ce ntral b idding. co m”  w w w . ce ntral b idding.
co m on Ju l y 0 8 ,  2 0 2 1 b eginning at 10 : 0 0  a. m.  until  10 : 4 5  a. m.  for Ch rome-
b ooks,  11: 0 0  a. m.  until  11: 4 5  a. m.  for L aptops and 12 : 0 0  p. m.  until  12 : 4 5  p. m.  
for D eskt ops l oca l  time.  V endors must  b e regist ered w ith  Central  B idding in 
order to partici pate in th e reve rse  auct ion.   F or any q uest ions co nce rning th e 
reve rse  auct ion proce ss or h ow  to regist er,  pl ease  co ntact  Central  B idding at 
2 2 5 - 8 10 - 4 8 14 .   

6 - 10 - 2 0 2 1,  6 - 17 - 2 0 2 1

LEG A L

A d v e r t ise me nt  f or  Ele ct r onic B id
R e -B id  3 161 F e r g u son JR O TC  B u ild ing  R e nov a t ion 

S eal ed,  w ritten formal  b id proposa l s  for th e ab ove  b ids w il l  b e rece ive d b y 
th e B oard of T rust ees of th e Ja ckso n P ub l ic S ch ool  D ist rict ,  in th e B usi ness 
Offi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until     
10 : 0 0  A . M .  ( L oca l  P reva il ing T ime)  Ju l y 13 ,  2 0 2 1,  at w h ich  time and pl ace  
th ey w il l  b e pub l icl y opened and read al oud.  A  P re- B id Conference  co nce rn-
ing th e proj ect  F erguso n JR O T C R enova tion w il l  b e h el d at F orest  H il l  H igh  
S ch ool ,  2 7 0 6  R aym ond R oad,  Ja ckso n,  M S ,  on T h ursd ay ,  Ju ne 2 4 ,  2 0 2 1 at 
1: 3 0  P . M .   A ttendance  at th e pre- b id co nference  is not mandatory b ut st rongl y 
enco uraged.  T h e B oard of T rust ees rese rve s th e righ t to rej ect  any and al l  
b ids,  to w aive  informal ities,  and to w ith h ol d th e acce ptance  of any b id if ap-
proved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date bids are opened.  

P l an h ol ders are req uired to regist er and order b id docu ments at w w w . j ps-
dmsp roj ect s. co m.   A  $ 2 5 0 . 0 0  N on- refundab l e deposi t sh al l  b e req uired on 
each  printed se t of b id sp ecs/ docu ments.  A  $ 12 5 . 0 0  N onrefundab l e deposi t 
sh al l  b e req uired on each  digital  P D F  se t of b id sp ecs/ docu ments.   D ocu -
ments must  b e purch ase d th rough  th e w eb si te.  A l l  pl an h ol ders are req uired 
to h ave  a va l id email  address for regist ration.  Q uest ions regarding w eb si te 
regist ration and onl ine orders,  pl eas e co ntact  P l an H ouse  P rinting,  6 0 7  W .  
M ain S treet,  T upel o,  M S  3 8 8 0 4 ,  ( 6 6 2 )  4 0 7 - 0 19 3 .  Q uest ions regarding b id 
docu ments pl ease  co ntact  N ick Ja ckso n at M 3 A  A rch itect ure,  P L L C,  P h one:  
6 0 1- 9 8 1- 12 2 7  or E mail :  N JA CK S O N @ M 3 A A R CH . CO M .    

U ntil  furth er notice ,  al l  h and del ive ry proposa l s del ive red b etw een 9 : 0 0  a. m.  
until  9 : 5 9  a. m.  ( l oca l  preva il ing time)  th e date th e b id is sch edul ed to open,  
must  b e del ive red to JP S D  B oard R oom,  6 2 1 S outh  S tate S treet,  Ja ckso n,  
M S  3 9 2 0 1.

6 - 10 - 2 0 2 1,  6 - 17 - 2 0 2 1

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-316-8630 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O�er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.  
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1-866-479-1028CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
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YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*
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LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full 
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NO TIC E O F  INV ITA TIO N TO  B ID  O N C ITY -O W NED  PR O PER TY

C ITY  O F  JA C KSO N

N otic e is h ereb y give n th at se al ed b ids w il l  b e rece ive d b y th e City Cl erk of th e 
City of Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi b efore 3 : 3 0  p. m.  on T uesd ay ,  Ju ne 2 2 nd,  2 0 2 1,  
for th e purch ase  of ce rtain City- ow ned property:  parce l  8 0 4 - 7 5 5 ,  l oca ted on 
F rankl in D .  R oose ve l t D rive  in Ja cks on,  M issi ssi ppi.  B idding for th e property 
w il l  s tart at $ 5 0 0 . 0 0 .  T h e City w il l  retain al l  mineral  righ ts it ow ns,  togeth er 
w ith  th e righ t of ingress and egress to remove  sa me from sa id property .  F or 
additional  information or for a “ b id form” ,  co ntact  V ic S ext on at ( 6 0 1)  9 6 0  10 5 5  
or e- mail  vse xt on@ ci ty . j ackso n. ms. us.

B I D  I N S T R U CT I O N S :  A l l  b ids must  b e pl ace d in a se al ed enve l ope and de-
l ive red to th e City Cl erk of th e City of Ja ckso n ( l oca ted in City H al l  at 2 19  S .  
P res ident S t.  Ja ck so n,  M issi ssi ppi 3 9 2 0 1) .  T h e outsi de of th e enve l ope must  
b e pl ainl y  marke d to identify th e parce l  numb er b eing b id on al ong w ith  th e 
b idder’ s name.  E ncl ose  one ( 1)  original  and one ( 1)  co py of th e b id.  B ids w il l  
b e opened on T uesd ay ,  Ju ne 15 th ,  2 0 2 1,  at 3 : 3 0  p. m.  in th e Counci l  Ch am-
b ers at City H al l ,  2 19  S outh  P resi dent S treet,  Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi.  T h e City 
rese rve s th e righ t to rej ect  any and al l  b ids.

CI T Y  O F  JA CK S O N ,  M I S S I S S I P P I

6 - 3 - 2 0 2 1 6 / 10 / 2 0 2 1 6 / 17 / 2 0 2 1 

Growing Mississippi’s 
economy—together.
We live and work in the communities we serve, 
and we’re invested in growing this place we all call 
home. So we’re always looking to partner with local 
suppliers and contractors to help us bring safer, 
more reliable energy to the people of Mississippi.

So if you’re a Mississippi-based supplier or 
contractor, we’d like to include you on future 
proposals for projects. Because no one knows how 
to better serve the people of this state than you. 

If you’d like to learn more about our qualification 
and insurance requirements, bid and contracting 
processes and other details, reach out to us  
at Supplier@SpireEnergy.com, or visit us at  
SpireEnergy.com/Doing-Business-Spire.

At Spire, we’re proud to support Hire Mississippi.
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3.792 x 6 3.556 x 6



COMPUTER AND IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN TRAINING
PROGRAMS From Ultimate Medical
Academy Offer Quality Healthcare
Education to Students 100% online.-
Ultimate Medical Academy: 1-866-664-
4140

L. E. TUCKER & SON, INC. - CDL
DRIVERS needed to run from S.E. to
West Coast. Experienced Singles and
Teams. Check out our new pay package.
Singles, 41 cents per mile for 60 day pro-
bationary period. 46 cents per mile there-
after. Teams, 50 cents per mile for 60 day
probationary period. 55 cents per mile
thereafter. Late model conventional trac-
tors. Home weekly. Benefits package.
Pearl, MS. 601-939-8088.
www.tuckerandson.com

GENERAC STANDBY GENERATORS
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a free quote today! Call
for additional terms and conditions. 1-
844-316-8630

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior and
Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-1028

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful
New Blinds and Shades. FREE in-home
estimates make it convenient to shop
from home. Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA. Call for free
consultation: 833-822-2608. Ask about
our specials!

AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save! Call: 833-678-0500
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
www.dental50plus.com/mspress #6258

SAVE UP TO 80% ON YOUR MEDICA-
TION. Eliquis, Xarelto, Viagra, Cialis and
more. Licensed and Certified. Lowest
Price Guaranteed. Call 855-813-7051
and get free shipping on your first order.
(Open M-F)
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263
DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS. Your
donation helps fund the search for miss-
ing children. Accepting Trucks,
Motorcycles and RVs, too! Fast Free
Pickup - Running or Not. 24 hour
response. Maximum tax donation. Call
(888) 515-3812

DIRECTV - Watch your favorite live
sports, news and entertainment any-
where. More top premium channels than
DISH. Restrictions apply. Call IVS - 1-855-
978-3110
DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143

LIFE ALERT. One press of a button
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home and on
the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
855-686-5548 FREE Brochure.

Week of May 30, 2021

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a lC l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

I n s u r a n c e

H o m e I m p r o v e m e n t

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

E m p l o y m e n t

F o r S a l e

H o m e I m p r o v e m e n t

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

Sudoku
7he challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3[3 bo[ with the digits � through �. (ach � through � digit must aSSear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3[3 bo[.

©  F eatu r e E x change

Crossword Puzzle

D O W N
1. Realm
2. Breathing need
3. U.S. Department of Agriculture
4. Misters
5. Genius
6. Weapon
7. Spills
8. Ms. Winfrey
10. Smother
14. Lounge
17. Famous painter
��. $float �� wds.�
19. Whitens
20. Bad smells
23. Singing voice
24. Require
25. Very large book
27. Tenpin

A C R O S S  
1. Short for aluminum
�. $s well as
9. Tactic
10. Head skin
11. Ceases
12. Vocalist
13. Tennis player Andre
��. Certified Sublic accountant
��. 5eview
18. Chosen disciple
21. Little bit
22. Roomer
26. Hill
28. Margarine
29. Uncanny
30. Detail
3�. $ssociation �abbr.�
32. Traveled by horse

©  F eatu r e E x change

Sudoku Solution

©  F eatu r e E x change

Crossword Solution

©  F eatu r e E x change

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Charlie Brown

©  F eatu r e E x change

Cryptogram Solution

©  F eatu r e E x change
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A D V ER TISEMENT F O R  PR O PO SA L F O R
O N-C A LL MA INTENA NC E SER V IC ES F O R  A IR PO R T PA SSENG ER  B O A R D ING  B R ID G ES A T THE

JA C KSO N-MED G A R  W ILEY  EV ER S INTER NA TIO NA L A IR PO R T
B Y  THE JA C KSO N MUNIC IPA L A IR PO R T A UTHO R ITY  

JMA A  PR O JEC T NO . 007 -21

T h e J ac k s on M unic ipal  A irport A uth ority  ( “ J M A A ” )  is  s eek ing el ec tronic  propos al s  ( “ P ropos al ” )  
for s erv ic es  rel ated to th e  O N - CA L L  M A I N T E N A N CE  S E R V I CE S  F O R  A I R P O R T  P A S S E N -
G E R  B O A R D I N G  B R I D G E S  at th e J ac k s on- M edgar W il ey  E v ers  I nternational  A irport.   S eal ed 
P ropos al s  to perform th e s erv ic es  w il l  b e ac c epted at 4 : 0 0  p. m.  Central  S tandard T ime ( CS T )  on 
T h urs day ,  J ul y  8 ,  2 0 2 1 ( th e “ P ropos al  D eadl ine” ) .   P ropos al  s h al l  b e ac c epted b y  email ,  mail ,  or 
h and del iv ery  as  fol l ow s :   

E mail :   b ids @ j maa. c om 
By mail or hand delivery:   JMAA’s Administrative Offi ce, Suite 300
                                            M ain T erminal  B uil ding 
                                           J ac k s on- M edgar W il ey  E v ers  I nternational  A irport 
                                           100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208

The following identifi cation information must be provided with the submission: (i) Attention:  Dr. 
D ex ter M .  B rook ins ,  D irec tor of P roc urement;  ( ii)  th e w ording:  “ O N - CA L L  M A I N T E N A N CE  S E R -
V I CE S  F O R  A I R P O R T  P A S S E N G E R  B O A R D I N G  B R I D G E S ”  at J ac k s on- M edgar W il ey  E v ers  
I nternational  A irport,  J M A A  P roj ec t N o.  0 0 7 - 2 1.  I f th e s ub mis s ion is  s ub mitted v ia email ,  th e iden-
tifi cation information must be provided in the email subMect line.  If the submission is submitted by 
hand delivery or mail, the identifi cation information must be marked on the outside or exterior of 
th e b id env el ope or c ontainer.

J M A A  w il l  not c ons ider any  P ropos al s  rec eiv ed after th e D eadl ine for any  reas on w h ats oev er.  
Information for Respondents relating to this Request for Proposals (³RFP´) is on fi le and open 
for public inspection at the offi ces of JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a copy 
of th e R F P ,  G eneral  I nformation for R es pondents ,  I nformation R eq uired from R es pondents  and 
Criteria for S el ec tion.  I nteres ted pers ons  may  ob tain a c opy  of th e I nformation for R es pondents  
from J M A A  b y  c ontac ting D r.  D ex ter M .  B rook ins ,  J M A A ’ s  D irec tor of P roc urement,  as  fol l ow s :
J ac k s on M unic ipal  A irport A uth ority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 

Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109
A ttention:  D r.  D ex ter M .  B rook ins  
Telephone: (601) 664-3516
Facsimile: (601) 939-3713 
E mail :   db rook ins @ j maa. c om 

or from J M A A ’ s  w eb s ite at  h ttps : / / j maa. c om/ partner- w ith - us / proc urement/ .
B as ed on th e P ropos al s  rec eiv ed and th e s c oring of eac h  propos al ,  J M A A  w il l  initiate negotia-
tions with the Respondent ranked fi rst. If such negotiations fail to produce an agreement in form 
and c ontent,  s atis fac tory  to J M A A ,  w ith in a reas onab l e period of time,  th en J M A A  may  rej ec t th e 
fi rst-ranked Respondent and follow the same process with the other Respondents, in the order of 
th eir rank ing,  until  a R es pondent agrees  to and enters  into an agreement s atis fac tory  to J M A A .
J M A A  w il l  h ol d a P re- S ub mis s ion V ideo Conferenc e on T h urs day ,  J une 17 ,  2 0 2 1 at 10 : 0 0  a. m.  
( CS T )  us ing th e fol l ow ing l ogin information:

Link: https:��Mmaa.]oom.us�M�93452170791"pwd-Un=MT;NHaUwyVkM<nJDa3AvNkl;UT09   
Meeting ID: 934 5217 0791 
Passcode: 293050

By Telephone: 1-301-715-8592 (US) 

J M A A  res erv es  th e righ t to rej ec t any  and al l  P ropos al s ,  for any  reas on,  any  time b efore ex ec ution 
of a c ontrac t w ith  a R es pondent s el ec ted b y  J M A A  to perform th e S erv ic es .

JMAA has chosen to not establish a DBE participation goal for this RFP.  However, twenty (20) 
points  are potential l y  av ail ab l e to R es pondents  s ub mitting an ac c eptab l e D B E  partic ipation pl an 
for th e S erv ic es .

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORIT<

D ate:  6 / 2 / 2 0 2 1
Paul A. Brown, Chief Executive Offi cer

6-3-2021, 6-10-2021



In historic East 
Towson, Mary-
land, things are 
not always black 
and white.

But residents 
of the Baltimore 

County municipality that freed 
slaves founded in the 1850s 
are seeing red over a proposed 
56-unit affordable housing de-
velopment they called blatant 
environmental racism.

The residents are appeal-
ing Administrative Law Judge 
Maureen Murphy’s March 2021 
ruling to allow the so-called 
Red Maple Place development 
to proceed.

“This project is an effort to 
turn the community over,” Nan-
cy Goldring, president of the 
Northeast Towson Improvement 
Association, wrote in an email 
to the National Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association (NNPA).

The NNPA is the trade associ-
ation representing the hundreds 
of African American-owned 
newspapers and media com-
panies that comprise the Black 
Press of America.

“Cities everywhere are tear-
ing down developments like 
Red Maple Place, so what would 
drive the powers-that-be in Bal-
timore County to build a hous-
ing project at precisely the same 
time that Towson is reinventing 
herself?  The late (Baltimore 
County Commissioner) Kevin 
Kamenetz envisioned Towson 
as the next Bethesda, but Mont-
gomery County has inclusion-
ary zoning for working-class 

families,” Goldring insisted.
“You can’t have it both ways, 

and you can’t be progressive 
and backward at the same time. 
Or, can you?  Even if it takes 
40 years, someone somewhere 
wants this last six blocks of 
an already gentrifying African 
American neighborhood gone.”

Goldring added that Balti-
more County recently purchased 
24.5 acres of land to preserve a 
neighborhood suburb but refus-
es to use the same state funding 
source to protect land on behalf 
of East Towson.

6he said trees, ballfi elds, 
amenity green space, and walk-
ing trails are not the province 
of the rich. “Nature is not white 
privilege,” Goldring jawed.

“If there was a basic human 
right, it is or ought to be acces-
sible to nature. We think it only 
right to share the bounty and 
privilege of greenspace allot-
ted to neighboring communities 
with historic East Towson, the 

region’s oldest African-Ameri-
can community.”

Further, if the property is 
paved, the most oversized par-
cel of green space in Towson 
would be a cemetery, Goldring 
noted.

Goldring and other residents 
are proud of East Towson’s his-
tory.

In September 1853, newly 
freed slave Daniel Harris pur-
chased a plot of land for $ 187.50 
from Benjamin Payne and be-
came the fi rst documented $f�
rican American to hold land in 
Towson.

According to published re-
ports, by 1927, East Towson 
was 95 percent improved with 
single-family dwellings, social 
buildings, a school and religious 
structures.

Through the years, the com-
munity suffered after younger 
families moved out and larger 
buildings were developed, ef-
fectively removing some of East 

Towson’s character and charm.
Many of the homeowners in 

East Towson today are descen-
dants of the fi rst black residents.

David Riley, president of the 
nearby Knollwood association, 
said local offi cials are breaking 
laws to enable the Red Maple 
development.

“An agreement with the U.S. 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, which re-
quires the county to add a to-
tal of 1,000 affordable units by 
2027, said nothing about ful-
fi lling the reTuirement on the 
back of a historic working-class 
minority community,” Riley ar-
gued.

“When you see a working-
class minority community being 
marginalized to this extent, you 
have to ask, ‘ in what country 
club was this deal cut? ”

Riley asserted that East 
Towson has always been the 
dumping ground of municipal 
solutions that the political estab-

lishment “did not have the guts 
to enact anywhere else.”

“When Towson needed a big-
ger power grid, historic East 
7owson¶s ballfi elds were bull�
dozed over for a power station,” 
Riley stated.

³:hen traffi c in the down�
town district became too con-
gested, a bypass was built that 
cut the community in half. And 
now, a court order for afford-
able housing is cause to build an 
oversized and environmentally 
dangerous project in the com-
munity.”

Despite her ruling, Judge 
Murphy acknowledged the in-
trusions.

She announced that those in-
trusions have “caused and, or, 
contributed to attempts to erase 
this neighborhood.”

However, Judge Murphy de-
termined that the development 
of Red Maple would occur 
outside the boundaries of East 
Towson’s Community Conser-

vation Area, so she said it will 
not negatively affect the charac-
ter of the municipality.

“Historic East Towson is on 
the verge of extinction from 
decades of being systemically 
carved up by the political es-
tablishment,” Riley continued 
in his argument against Red 
Maple, which she called the lat-
est and possibly greatest threat 
to the town.

“This project, opposed by 
numerous environmental and 
politically progressive groups 
and by a bipartisan alliance of 
elected offi cials, will further 
concentrate specialized hous-
ing in a working-class minority 
community,” Riley determined.

“The community is only min-
utes from the downtown district 
and should be the cultural jewel 
of the surrounding region. The 
proximity to the Hampden Man-
sion Historic Site makes this an 
ideal two-stop educational des-
tination for visitors to the cen-
tral Maryland area.

“The Elks Lodge, the social 
heart of the Historic East Tow-
son community, has the poten-
tial to be a localized version 
of the iconic Apollo Theater in 
New York. Instead of continual-
ly tearing down the community, 
an alliance of government, busi-
ness, and community groups 
should be working to protect 
and restore the area.”

Goldring had a sobering mes-
sage for local offi cials and oth�
ers whom she said want to deci-
mate East Towson and its rich 
African-American history: “It 
is cheaper to commemorate the 
dead than it is to empower the 
living.”

When Muhammad Ali died 
fi ve years ago, his name was 
known worldwide. But it was 
home, to Louisville, Kentucky, 
where he returned.

From his death June 3, 2016, 
to his funeral a week later, 
the Bluegrass community that 
raised him joined visitors from 
around the globe to celebrate 
the life and legacy of “The 
Greatest.’’ That week is the fo-
cus of the new documentary, 
“City of Ali.’’

Running at just under an 
hour and a half, “City of Ali’’ 
shows the way Ali’s hometown 
united during his death. As 
the funeral procession snaked 
its way through the city to the 
cemetery, the streets were lined 
with admirers throwing fl owers 
onto his hearse and shouting 
his name.

“He was always so excited 
to go back to Louisville and to 
see his people, because that’s 
where it all started,’’ recalled 
Ali’s daughter, Rasheda Ali. 
“He loved Louisville and Lou-
isville loved him back.’’

Rasheda Ali, who partici-
pated in the documentary, says 
learning of the events sur-
rounding that week was special 
to her because it was during her 
“darkest hour.’’

“Everything around this mo-

ment was just a big blur for me 
and my family,’’ she said in a 
Zoom interview with The As-
sociated Press.

Ali may have been known to 
fl oat like a butterfl y and sting 
like a bee, but there was much 
more to the man. Ali used his 

words as effectively as he used 
his fi sts, refusing to be silenced 
by those who did not like what 
he had to say.

“My dad stood for inclusion, 
my dad stood for racial equal-
ity, for peace and love,’’ said 
Rasheda Ali. “Muhammad, he 

did not change his conviction. 
He stayed true to who he was.’’

$s one of the highest Srofi le 
conscientious objectors and 
someone who spoke out against 
racial inequality, Ali remains 
a symbol of resistance and 
strength to many in Louisville.

³I defi nitely don¶t think you 
can be black in America and 
not be inspired by Muhammad 
Ali,’’ said Phelix Crittenden, 
a community organizer for 
Blacks Organizing Strategic 
Success (BOSS).

Crittenden said meeting Ali, 
though briefl y, left an imSact.

“He told my parents to watch 
out for me because I was going 
to be somebody,’’ Crittenden 
said. “I would hope that I’m 
proving him right and serving 
him justice by getting into this 
realm of uplifting marginalized 
voices.’’

Though he was admired 
by so many, Louisville-based 
politician Charles Booker says 
Ali’s relationship with the city 
was nuanced.

“He would not back away 
from the tough conversations 
and I don’t believe the city al-
ways embraced him because 
he was going to call things 
out,’’ Booker said. “Louisville 
has been, and still is, one of 
the more segregated cities in 
the country, and the structural 
challenges that we face that led 

him to be such a big and critical 
mouthpiece for a lot of folks 
that don’t get heard, we’re still 
battling those things.’’

Just last summer, Louisville 
made headlines after the kill-
ing of Breonna Taylor. Protests 
within the city and nationwide 
called for an investigation into 
the offi cers involved in the 
shooting.

³I defi nitely feel that SeoSle 
are starting to wake up,’’ said 
Crittenden, who was involved 
in the protests.

Crittenden feels optimis-
tic, despite the fact that some 
of the same protests that were 
happening the year Ali died are 
still occurring.

“As a trans person, my life 
is always in danger,’’ Critten-
den said. “I feel I was fortunate 
enough to be able to navigate 
that place where I can turn my 
anger into activism.”

Booker echoed Crittenden’s 
optimism, emphasizing the 
way the Louisville community 
has come together.

“I’m very hopeful,’’ Booker 
said. “We’re seeing folks from 
all corners, all walks of life, 
that are taking to the streets 
to call for justice, not only for 
Breonna Taylor, but for all of 
us.’’

Taylor, a black medical 
worker, was shot and killed 
in her apartment during a raid 

by Louisville police in March 
2020.

Rasheda Ali sees her father’s 
footprints in everything – from 
Black Lives Matter to Colin 
Kaepernick.

“We have an obligation as a 
people to continue his legacy 
because we want all of the sac-
rifi ces that he made to not be in 
vain,’’ she said.

Keeping his legacy alive is 
the goal of the Muhammad 
Ali Center. The Louisville mu-
seum and multicultural center 
educates people about Ali and 
teaches the core principles he 
lived by ± confi dence, convic�
tion, dedication, respect, giving 
and spirituality.

To celebrate his life on the 
anniversary of his passing, the 
center, which also participated 
in the documentary, is holding 
an Ali Festival through June 
13, with screenings of “City of 
Ali’’ taking place daily.

³7he fi lm reminded all of us 
of the importance of unity,’’ 
said Laura Douglas, the mu-
seum’s interim president and 
CEO. “It reminded us that it 
was something that was achiev-
able, that we had done it before, 
and it caused us to think about 
replicating it again.’’

“ Ci ty  of  A li ’ ’  i s also av ai l-
able f or  str eami ng thr ou gh 
A br amor ama’ s W atch N ow (at) 
H ome Ci nema R elease.
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 By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire S enior Na tiona l  
Correspondent

Founded by former slaves, historically black 
East Towson residents say white supremacy 

and environmental racism threatens their land

Documentary celebrates Muhammad 
Ali 5 years after his death “City of Ali”

Goldring PHOTO BY JOHN LEE

By Ragan Clark
Assoc ia ted Press

Ali



It’s a party!
And you know what that 

means� fi reworks, good food, 
family and friends gathered 
around. <ou have something 
to f۶te, to mark haSSily or sol�
emnly or imSortantly. It¶s some�
thing you want your kids to 
remember. It¶s a Sarty, but read 
“On Juneteenth” by Annette 
Gordon�5eed, and ask yourself 
if you really know what you¶re 
celebrating.

:hen she learned a few years 
ago that the marking of -une�

teenth was slowly making its 
way around the rest of the coun�
try, Gordon�5eed was a little uS�
set. 7hat was a 7e[as thing, she 
believed, and so it should stay. 
6he was a bit Srotective of it all.

%ut then she began to reali]e 
that sharing the holiday every�
where was a good thing. -u�
neteenth, she says, or -une ��, 
����, ³was the day that enslaved 
$frican $mericans in 7e[as 
were told that slavery had end�
ed, two years after the (manci�
Sation 3roclamation had been 
signed...´ It was ³shocking´ 
on two levels� that slavery was 

over, and that black 7e[ans were 
suddenly ³on an eTual Slane of 
humanity with whites...´ 7hat, 
she says, ³was of enough conse�
Tuence to the entire nation that 
it should be celebrated nation�
wide.´

6ometimes, she says, 7e[as it�
self is an enigma to much of the 
rest of $merica, and mythology 
reSlaces facts in SeoSles¶ minds. 
7e[as, for instance, is not all des�
ert and sagebrush. It¶s more than 
longhorn cattle, 6tetsons, cow�
boys, oil rigs and 1ative $meri�
cans. 7here¶s more to the SeoSle 
of the /one 6tar 6tate than what 

old westerns will teach you, and 
that includes a history of $frican 
SeoSle in 7e[as, the fi rst of whom 
fl oated on a raft to the Galveston 
area well over 300 years before 
Juneteenth.

6till, it wasn¶t until ���� that 
four black +oustonians decided 
to throw together some money 
for land they set aside for cel�
ebrating. 7he Sark they estab�
lished still e[ists; so does -une�
teenth and its traditions, thanks to 
³so much 7e[as history brought 
together for this one sSecial day.´

And now you know – or at 
least you will, comSletely, once 

you’ve read “On Juneteenth.”
In that, you¶ll get a Tuick, 

����Sage lesson in history that 
seems initially to meander ± 
not a bad thing, since 3ulit]er 
3ri]e�winning author Gordon�
5eed uses the journey to educate 
readers on such varied subjects 
as language differences, mis�
understandings, movies, 7he 
<ellow 5ose of 7e[as, hidden 
references to slavery, and other 
things that white history¶s often 
glossed over.

<es, that may seem like a lot 
to Sack into such a slim vol�
ume, but you won¶t feel rushed 

or overwhelmed here; instead, 
and because Gordon�5eed takes 
readers to her grandSarents¶ 
farm between lessons, this book 
is a treat, rather like summer va�
cation with a museum triS or an 
informational tour and ice cream 
at the end.

$bsolutely, look for this book. 
You can use “On Juneteenth” 
as a good refresher course, if 
you¶ve already ordered the fi re�
works and meats for the barbe�
cue. If you¶re new to the cel�
ebration, grab the book, tuck it 
in your Socket, and won¶t it be 
a party?

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Col u m nist

BOOK REVIEW:

ON JUNETEENTH
BY NNETTE GORDON-REED
C.2021, LIVERIGHT
$15.95 / $21.95 CANADA  •  149 PAGES

14  •  THE MISSISSIPPI LINK  www.mississippilink.comJUNE 10 - 16, 2021

W R TM-F M 100.5  F M, JA C KSO N’ S SO UL, 
R HY THM A ND  B LUES A ND  SO UTHER N 
SO UL STA TIO N PLA Y ING  MO R E 
V A R IETY , LESS TA LK A ND  THE MUSIC  
A D ULTS W A NT TO  HEA R !  
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HCSD Seniors Celebrate Graduation
Raymond 

High School 
Highlights

Terry High 
School 

Highlights

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
E NG A G I NG - E MP O WE R I NG - E NSU R I NG - E X CE LLE NCE

P H O T O  O F  T H E  W E E K

Ziyah M. Bunzy spots JSU Head Football Coach ‘Prime Time’ Deion 
Sanders while having lunch with her granddaddy Jay Johnson in the 
emerging Fondren District, June 7, 2021.           PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON
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