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Kendrick J. Amerson
takes oath to support
the constitution
of MS and the U.S.

_——

=S .

Amerson sworn-in by Judge Owens as Judge Wise looks on.

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

Throughout the nation, sta-
tistics show that only 5% of all
lawyers in the United States
are African Americans. This is
the same percentage that exist-
ed 10 years ago, even though
13.4% of the U.S. population
is now black. Hoping to be-
come one of many to change
that statistic is Kendrick J.
Amerson.

On Thursday, April 22,
Kendrick J. Amerson, Esquire,
was admitted to the Mississip-
pi State Bar and was sworn in
by The Honorable Judge De-
nise Sweet Owens. The Hon-
orable Judge Crystal Wise was
also present at the swearing in
ceremony.

Amerson received his Juris
Doctorate, in May of 2020 and
his Juris Masters in May 2019
from Appalachian School of
Law, in Grundy Virginia. He
received his Bachelor of Arts

Degree in history from Touga-
loo College in 2015.

Hinds County Law Clerk
Charity Bruce, Esquire, spoke
of Amerson’s character and fit-
ness to serve during the cere-
mony. Bruce said to Amerson,
“I am so happy to see you join
the profession. I know you are
an outstanding individual with
the knowledge and integrity to
serve.” Bruce, who attended
Tougaloo College with Amer-
son, attested to his outstanding
morals and his knowledge in
the field of law.

In front of family and
friends Judge Owens asked
Amerson to raise his right
hand as he repeated the oath to
serve the constitution of Mis-
sissippi. Upon completion,
Judge Owens said, “With that
oath, I can accept you into the
practice of law.” Hearing those
words, Carolyn Amerson, who

Amerson
Continued on page 3

Church honors Dr. Jerry Young

and First Lady Helen Young

for 41 years of pastoral service

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

Pastor Jerry Young and First
Lady Helen Young were honored
Sunday by the New Hope church
family in recognition of Dr.
Young’s 41st pastoral anniversary.
The virtual ceremony was held at
New Hope Baptist Church where
church members and friends were
able to participate through Face
Book and YouTube. Due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, only a lim-
ited number of participants were
in the sanctuary located at 1559
Beasley Road in Jackson.

The Sunday celebration includ-
ed an afternoon parade with hun-
dreds driving by to offer personal
congratulations to the couple and
his family.

The chosen theme was “A Man
of Destiny: Born to be a Servant
Leade.”

Expressions were given by The
Honorable Bennie G. Thompson,
U.S. Representative, MS 2nd Dis-
trict, The Honorable Debra Gibbs,
MS State Representative, District
72 and The Honorable Chokwe
Antar Lumumba, mayor of the
City of Jackson.

Thompson, in his congratu-
latory remarks, said to Pastor
Young, “You have kept the com-
mon touch. Presidents have called
you for advice and governors have
called you for advice.” The con-
gressman then said, “If you don’t
want to hear what he has to say,
then don’t ask him.”

Representative Gibbs, who is

Dr. Jerry Young and First Lady Helen Young

a member of the New Hope fam-
ily, spoke on behalf of the legis-
lature, the church family and the
community at-large saying, “We
continue to pray humbly that God
will continue to bless Pastor and
Mrs. Young so that they can con-
tinue to carry out their mission for
New Hope Baptist Church as well
as the community.” She thanked
Young for his faithfulness, in not
just serving the church congrega-
tion, but for serving a world in
need.

Mayor Lumumba said, “Today
I want to share my congratula-
tions and gratitude to Pastor and
Mrs. Young not only for what they
have done at New Hope, but also

what they have done within the
Jackson community.” He said to
the honorees, “We are humbled
by your calling and my prayer is
that this occasion will bring forth
the joyful memories that you have
extended to so many.”

Pastor and Mrs. Young beamed
as they heard tributes from sev-
eral of the children and youth of
New Hope church. They were
also notably touched by special
presentations from several others
to include Dr. Valmadge Towner,
president of Coahoma Commu-
nity College and Dr. Ivy Ruth
Taylor, president of Rust College,
both institutions from which he
graduated.

Young seemed immensely
pleased when Dean Patricia Ben-
nett from the Mississippi College
School of Law presented him
with an Honorary Degree of Law
from Mississippi College School
of Law.

He confessed that at an early
age his desire was to become a
lawyer, but evidently it was not
his calling. Bennett, in her presen-
tation stated that Dr. Young was
the first in his family to receive a
college degree. She said he tran-
scended from the plantation to be-
come the president of the National
Baptist Convention, USA, Inc.

New Hope
Continued on page 3

Hill Harper: Financial
Revolution Tour headed

CDC vows partnership with Black
Press on vaccination awareness

to Jackson May 4

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

Author and best-selling author Hill
Harper has launched North America’s
first black-owned digital wallet, The
Black Wall Street.

Harper’s announcement of The Black
Wall Street (TBWS) is the first major
step in trying to close the racial wealth
gap in the United States. Harper wants
to lay the foundation to build the world’s
largest investment and financial literacy
curriculum and toolkit for black and
brown communities.

Starting in May, TBWS will embark
on a 32-market financial literacy cam-

paign that will start in Los Angeles. It
will be done in partnership with Najah
Roberts, a world leading cryptocurrency
exchange expert.

Roberts said, “We’re now creating
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Digital Financial
Continued on page 3

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Correspondent

Like most of the world, Dr. Rochelle
Walenksy, the director of the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention,
watched with nervous anticipation the
jury verdict in the trial of former Min-
neapolis Police Officer Derek Chauvin.

And, like many others, Dr. Walensky
was relieved with the guilty verdicts
that brought a measure of justice to the
family of George Floyd and, by exten-
sion, African Americans and people of
color everywhere.

“I was on a Zoom in my office with
Dr. [Anthony] Fauci when the verdicts
came in,” Dr. Walensky recalled dur-
ing a special live interview with the
National Newspaper Publishers Asso-
ciation’s (NNPA) “Let It Be Known”
breaking news program.

“We were all relieved,” Dr. Walen-
sky assured. “This is just a single
moment. What we face as a nation is
generations of racism and discrimina-
tion and barriers for black people. We
can’t erase 400 years in one single ver-
dict, but this is one huge step forward,
and we have to make many more huge
steps forward.”

During the 30-minute interview,
Dr. Walensky said the CDC is taking
more steps to shift from looking at just
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Dr. Walensky reiterated that she and the CDC enjoy the full support of the
Biden-Harris Administration in its racism and health initiatives.

markers of health and equity to look-
ing at the drivers of health and equity.

“They are inextricably linked with
race and require us to evaluate the
structural barriers that exist for so
many black Americans, so many Lati-
no Americans and Native Americans,”
Dr. Walenksy offered.

“So, our work as a nation must be
to address these drivers to make every-
one safer and to make our streets safer
and education more accessible.”

In the CDC’s efforts to reclaim the
public’s trust — particularly among in-
dividuals of color — Dr. Walensky said

it was imperative to announce that rac-
ism is a public health crisis publicly.

She pledged that the CDC would
partner with the Black Press of Ameri-
ca to get critical messaging to minority
communities.

“One striking thing is that the [pan-
demic] started in this country among
the wealthy and moved rapidly to com-
munities that didn’t have resources,”
Dr. Walensky said.

“It was clear to me that the health of
our nation was not going to be better

CDC
Continued on page 3
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In Memoriam

Harvey Johnson, llI

A Celebration of Life was held for Harvey “Beau”
Johnson, III Thursday, April 22, 2021, at Autumn
Woods Memorial Gardens in Jackson with Father
Joe Dyer officiating.

Harvey Johnson, III was born in St. Louis, Mis-
souri on February 18, 1969, and was the first child
born to Harvey Johnson, Jr. and Kathy Ezell John-
son. As a baby, he was given the nickname “Beau,”
and was lovingly called that by family and friends
up until his passing. He was preceded in death by
his maternal grandparents, Omak and Kathryn Ezell,
and his paternal grandparents, Harvey and Lubertha
Johnson.

Being born in St. Louis, Beau had strong family
ties there. One of the highlights of his summers was
the trip to St. Louis to see family and friends. He was
baptized there at Visitation Catholic Church where
his mother, Kathy, and other family members were
also baptized.

Beau grew up in Jackson and attended Holy Fam-
ily Catholic School and Chastain Middle School,
graduating from Callaway High School in the Class
of 1987. He was an active member of Jack and Jill
of America, Jackson Chapter. He participated in the
Jackson Chapter of The Links’ inaugural Beautil-
lion in 1986. Beau was a fun-loving and easy-going
young man, and he made many friends with other
Jack and Jill members, schoolmates and children in
the neighborhood. He attended Tennessee State Uni-
versity.

Beau loved to swim, and he loved the water. This
led him to enlist in the United States Coast Guard,
serving tours in Port Clarence, Alaska and Gulfport,
Mississippi. After military service, and up until his
passing, he worked in various manufacturing jobs.

Beau was a hard worker, always committed to
making sure the job was done right. All those who
knew him, knew him to be a kind, caring and gentle
soul...always respectful and always willing to help.

His quick smile and his calm and unworried per-
sonality will be dearly missed.

He leaves to cherish his precious memory: his par-
ents, Harvey and Kathy, and his sister, Sharla John-
son (Wilbert) Bryant of Daphne, AL; his St. Louis

Harvey Johnson, Il

family, aunts, Joclyn Ezell and Veoris Ezell, and
cousins, Kenna Ezell (Tim) Tripp, Candice Harris
(Ayinde) Wayne, Elijah Wayne and Denise Harris;
loving Wheeler family cousins; loving cousins in
Vicksburg; and a host of other relatives and friends.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorials
be made to Holy Family Catholic Church, 820 For-
est Avenue, Jackson, MS 39206, designated for the
food pantry.

May Beau rest in the peace and love of God until
we meet again.

Prince’s legendary bassist
remembers the icon five
years after his death

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Correspondent

About one year before
Prince’s death, the Purple Rain
icon called his favorite bassist,
BrownMark, and flew him out
to his famous Minneapolis area
home called Paisley Park.

“He was riding his bicycle,
and when I got out of the car,
he told me that I had a glowing
aura,” the vaunted bass player
for Prince’s famed band, The
Revolution, stated.

“It was the last memorable
conversation we had,” recalled
BrownMark, whose real name
is Mark Brown.

Five years ago, on April 21,
2016, Brown and most of the
world were shocked to learn of
the 57-year-old Prince’s death
from an accidental overdose of
prescription medication.

In a live interview with the
Black Press’ morning news
program, “Let It Be Known,”
Brown spoke of his life with
Prince, how much he misses
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
member, and his new book “My
Life in the Purple Kingdom.”

“I was heartbroken,” Brown
remembered, noting that he
cried for two days.

Brown joined The Revolu-
tion in 1981 at the age of 19.

He performed on some of
Prince’s most memorable songs
including, “1999,” “When
Doves Cry,” “Purple Rain,” and
“Kiss.”
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Although he had departed
The Revolution before Prince
released “Sign O’ The Times,”
one of the greatest CD’s ever,
Brown still played an integral
part in that seminal recording.

“Prince usually began work-
ing on albums two or three years
before he would release them,”
Brown revealed. “So, although
I wasn’t with him when ‘Sign
O’ The Times’ was released, 1
played on that record.”

In Brown’s new book, he
detailed his relationship with
Prince and noted how he kept
his otherwise public position
secret from his children for
years.

“My son was in high school,
he was 18, and some student
showed him the ‘Purple Rain’
album cover and told my son,
‘this guy looks like you,””
Brown remembered. “My son
said, ‘that’s my dad.” He ran
home and asked me why I
hadn’t told him that I was in a
band.”

1 ET facebook.com/black pressusa

Brown remembers Prince as
a brother, someone he could
bounce ideas off and vice versa.

“Big brothers beat up on little
brothers. 1 always beat up on
my little brother,” Brown in-
sisted. “The family love was so
strong in The Revolution. We
were really tight-knit.”

He described Prince much
like those who only knew him
from afar and others who only
knew his music — a genius.

“Prince was good at every-
thing,” Brown mused. “He was
from another universe.”

Still, Prince allowed Brown
to “do my own thing,” the bass-
ist noted.

“He always gave me a lot of
latitude and never controlled
what I played and how I played.
We worked every single night,
and he loved it, and we carved
a whole sound, and it was a
unique group of people that
Prince put together. We were
all in the Purple University of
funk.”
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New Hope

Continued from page 1

Rev. F. Bernard Mitchell

PHOTOS BY JACKIE HAMPTON

The speaker for the occasion was Dr. F. Bernard Mitch-
ell of Zion Hill M.B. Church, Mendenhall, MS. He was
introduced by Dr. Mathew L .Canada of Pilgrim Rest M.B.
Church in Madison.

Mitchell spoke from the book of Jeremiah regarding the
call of Jeremiah. He expounded on three points regarding ac-
cepting the calling: Commitment in the calling; Course of the
calling; and Control of the Calling.

In his message Mitchell said people sometimes don’t un-
derstand what it takes for one to get where they are in life.
He said people often look at your glory but do not under-
stand your story. The destination of the details are not there
for people to see; but if it is in your heart, God will get you
through your calling.

First Lady Helen Young and Pastor Young expressed grati-
tude to the participants of the anniversary service, the plan-
ners of the celebration and to the entire New Hope family
and other viewers.

See photos of parade on page 15.

Digital Financial

Continued from page 1

the digitized and scalable version of the original Black Wall
Street.”

Inspired by a vision of empowering underserved commu-
nities while bridging the racial wealth gap, Harper, Roberts
and innumerable supporters are catalyzing these chaotic en-
ergies in preparation for a brighter financial future for gen-
erations to come.

Harper’s Black Wall Street Digital Financial Revolution
National Bus Tour will make a rally stop in the parking lot
of Socrates Garrett Enterprises, located at 2659 Livingston
Road in Jackson, Tuesday, May 4 at 3 p.m. The rally is to
provide information on the digital wallet and Cryptocurren-
cy, Build Wealth, Build Self, and Build Community — Black
Cash Matters. The public is invited.

The Revolution will be digitized. Follow on Instagram @
BlackCashMatters@HillHarper @NajahRoberts @navon-
nelove @2kgpr

Join the community and the movement: TheBlackWall-
Street.com.

Brand partners include Crypto Blockchain Plug, Crypto
Kids Camp, Socrates Garrett Enterprises and We Believe
Digital Broadcast.

Amerson

Continued from page 1

Family and friends

is the grandmother jumped up and down with
joy while other family members cheered in
the chambers of the Honorable Denise Ow-
ens, who seemed just fine with the family’s
reaction.

Judge Wise, who also knew of Amerson’s
accomplishments, stated he had worked with
her mother, Pat Wise, whom she referred to as
the ‘original Judge Wise.” She said to Amer-
son, “I am so proud to see that you have be-
come a confident and progressive young man.
I know you will make a successful lawyer.”

Judge Owens surprised Amerson when
she read a letter from Attorney Constance
Slaughter-Harvey who expressed how proud
she was of Amerson upon being admitted
to the Mississippi Bar. Slaughter-Harvey,
a well-known Civil Rights attorney and the
first black female judge to serve in Missis-
sippi, said she wanted Amerson to follow in
her footsteps.

When later asked about her comments Am-

CDC

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

erson smiled and said, “I was so inspired to
hear her words because Attorney Slaughter-
Harvey is one of the greatest attorneys of all
times. I am proud to represent her legacy as
we both are Tougaloo graduates. This is one
of the nicest things an attorney has ever told
me.”

Amerson, thanked everyone for being pres-
ent and for the support he has been given over
the years. He said, “Just 5% of all lawyers in
the United States are black and only 4% are
under the age of 30. I would not have been
able to achieve this if it had not been for God
and all the support I received from family and
friends.”

Amerson told The Mississippi Link he was
so excited when he walked into the chambers
of Judge Owens and saw so many of his fam-
ily members and friends. “Through the ups
and downs my family and friends have sup-
ported me. That moment was amazing and it
signified that I have arrived.”

Carolyn and Cleophus Amerson proudly stand with grandson.

Julius Gladney, law clerk, looks on as Bruce
speaks on Amerson’s character.

Amerson continued, “As a child from the
inner-city, I proved that anyone can do it,
and yes, I did it. My biggest regret is that my
great grandparents are no longer with us and
missed my big day, but they were definitely
there in spirit and I felt their presence.”

Continued from page 1

until we addressed the fact that everybody in
the nation had to be better. Not just pockets,
we needed to reach all communities.”

Dr. Walensky reiterated that she and the
CDC enjoy the full support of the Biden-
Harris administration in its racism and health
initiatives.

“We welcome [the Black Press] partner-
ship, and I recognize that people who are not
confident in the vaccine are those we need
to meet where they are,” Dr. Walensky con-
tinued.

“Some people don’t know where to get the
vaccine, and for some, it’s not convenient.
Some are worried that the science isn’t com-
plete, and some have listened to misinforma-

tion.

“The real question is as we address con-
cerns and questions, we need to have the per-
son conveying the information to be a trusted
messenger. [ may not be a trusted messenger,
but you [The Black Press] are, and I would
like to work with you and create that partner-
ship so that we can provide that information
and package it as your viewers and readers
want it and delivered by people they trust.”

Dr. Walensky said more than 100 million
people have received the Covid vaccine after
over 100,000 enrolled in clinical trials to en-
sure efficacy.

She noted that the CDC has safety moni-
toring in place and hasn’t seen anything trou-
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A third booster shot is being discussed by
scientists and the administration only as ex-
tra protection and not out of fear or infor-
mation that the vaccines would wear off, Dr.
Walensky assured.

Dr. Walensky noted that none were in-
volved in clinical trials, but early results
in about 700 baby deliveries have revealed
good news for pregnant women.

“There is early data to suggest that if
you’re pregnant and you receive the vaccine,
you can pass the antibodies to your babies,
so there’s some potential that the baby might
be protected as well,” Dr. Walensky said.
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Brought to you by the
U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services.

YOU CAN DISTANCE AND
STILL BE SOCIAL.

Get vaccinated when it’s your turn.

COVID doesn’t have to keep us from
connecting with the crew. Vaccines
are here. But until enough of us are
vaccinated, we need to keep playin’ it
smart. Mask up, socially distance, and
avoid indoor gatherings with people
you don’t live with. We can still stay
close - even when we’re miles apart.
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Learn more at cdc.gov/coronavirus %
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Analysis: Watchdog gives bleak report on Mississippi prisons

By Emily Wagster Pettus
Associated Press

Bloody clashes that brought
Mississippi’s prison system un-
der federal scrutiny last year
were part of a dramatic increase
in reported cases of violence
behind bars.

The Mississippi Department
of Corrections logged 853 in-
cidents of inmate-on-inmate
assaults during the 2020 state
budget year, which ended June
30. That was a 29% increase
from the previous year.

The statistics are in a new re-
port published Friday by PEER,
the Joint Legislative Committee
on Performance Evaluation and
Expenditure Review.

The report was released the
day after Republican Gov. Tate
Reeves signed a bill that will
become law July 1 and make

more inmates eligible for parole
in a state with one of the high-
est incarceration rates in the na-
tion.

Mississippi ~ prisons  have
struggled for years with tight
budgets, low pay and large
numbers of unfilled jobs for
frontline guards. PEER says
that during the 2020 budget
year, the vacancy rate for cor-
rectional officers was 54% at the
Mississippi  State Penitentiary
at Parchman, 45% at South Mis-
sissippi Correctional Institution
and 40% at Central Mississippi
Correctional Facility.

The U.S. Justice Department
announced its investigation of
Mississippi’s prison system af-
ter some inmates were killed
and others were injured during
outbursts of violence in Decem-
ber 2019 and January 2020.

The PEER report includes
Mississippi Department of Cor-
rections statistics for assaults
inside prisons from state budget
years 2016-2020.

The inmate-on-inmate as-
saults for those years: 610, 697,
705, 663 and 853.

The inmate-on-staff assaults
that resulted in serious injuries:
181, 161, 83, 63 and 65.

The Department of Correc-
tions transferred some inmates
out of Parchman in early 2020
after the violence and amid evi-
dence of shoddy living condi-
tions, including broken toilets
and mildew-infested showers.

The inmates were taken to
the privately run Tallahatchie
County Correctional Facility.
PEER showed that Mississippi
spent $44 million on private
prisons during the budget year

that ended June 30, 2019. That
increased to $53 million the
following year because of the
emergency transfer from Parch-
man to Tallahatchie. The report
noted that no state inmates were
in the Tallahatchie prison as of
this February.

PEER said the Mississippi
Department of Corrections
measures recidivism based on
the percentage of former in-
mates who return to prison
within three years after their
release. The department said
Mississippi’s recidivism rate
exceeded 30% from the 2016
to 2020 budget years. The peak
during that period was 37.4% in
2020.

During 2019 and 2020, less
than 2% of the Department of
Corrections’ total spending
was for intervention programs

that are intended to reduce the
chances that people will leave
prison and eventually be sent
back. PEER said the prison sys-
tem has an opportunity to curb
recidivism “by more strategi-
cally investing the limited re-
sources currently expended on
adult prison-based intervention
programs.”

Mississippi has 21 correc-
tional facilities. That includes
the three big state-run prisons —
Parchman, Central Mississippi
and South Mississippi. Three
prisons are run by private com-
panies, and 15 regional facili-
ties are run by counties.

Twenty of the 21 facilities
responded to PEER’s request
for information about interven-
tion programs. The report said
19 facilities had treatment for
alcohol and drug abuse, 17 had

basic skills education, 16 had
religious programs and services
and 12 had vocational educa-

tion.
PEER said the Winston-
Choctaw County/Regional

Correctional Facility did not
respond to the request for in-
formation, and the regional fa-
cilities in Bolivar and Wilkin-
son counties provided lists of
programs but did not provide
spending information or par-
ticipant data for all of them.

More than 50% of the money
spent on prison-based interven-
tion in Mississippi was for pro-
grams “with no known high-
quality research supporting
their effectiveness in reducing
recidivism,” PEER said.

The watchdog group recom-
mended moving money into
programs backed by research.

Groups plan effort for Mississippi voting rights restoration

By Emily Wagster Pettus
Associated Press

Three groups will sponsor an
initiative to try to simplify the
way Mississippi restores voting
rights to people convicted of
some felonies, a person involved
with the effort said Monday.

Danyelle Holmes, a national
organizer with the Mississippi
Poor People’s Campaign, said
paperwork to begin a ballot ini-
tiative will be filed soon with
the secretary of state’s office.

The Mississippi Prison Re-
form Coalition and the People’s
Advocacy Institute will join
the Poor People’s Campaign as
sponsors. Holmes said the pro-
posal is to automatically restore
voting rights to anyone who fin-
ishes serving a sentence, includ-
ing probation, for a disenfran-
chising crime. She said people
would not be required to pay
any monetary penalties that are
part of a sentence before getting
back the right to vote.

The Rev. William Barber, na-
tional co-chairman of the Poor
People’s Campaign, spoke Mon-
day at a gathering in downtown
Jackson and said restoring vot-
ing rights to people who have
finished serving time is a moral
imperative.

“We should not hold people
captive beyond their sentence,”
Barber said.

The Mississippi Constitution
strips voting rights from people
convicted of 10 felonies, includ-
ing murder, forgery and bigamy.
The attorney general issued an
opinion in 2009 that expanded
that list to 22 crimes, including

timber larceny, carjacking, felo-
ny-level shoplifting and felony-
level bad check writing.

To regain voting rights in Mis-
sissippi now, a person convicted
of a disenfranchising crime
must win permission from
two-thirds of the state House
and Senate. Legislators in re-
cent years have passed a small
number of bills to restore voting
rights. Bills to restore suffrage
to 28 people were filed this year.
Two of those bills passed, and
Republican Gov. Tate Reeves
let both become law without his
signature.

One of the people who re-
gained suffrage this year is
Debra Thomas of Jackson, who
spoke at the event Monday. She
said she was convicted of shop-
lifting when she was 20 and
was sentenced to five years in
prison.

“Since my conviction and re-
lease from prison, I have been
denied access to low-income,
subsidized  housing,”  said
Thomas, who has 11 children.
She said the conviction 18 years
ago has made it difficult for her
to find jobs other than house-
keeping or working in chicken
processing plants.

The voting restoration ballot
initiative is the latest effort to try
to prompt statewide elections on
issues that have not gained trac-
tion in the Republican-controlled
Mississippi  Legislature. One
recently announced ballot ini-
tiative would broaden the avail-
ability of early voting. Another
would expand Medicaid.

It could be weeks before peo-

ple begin gathering signatures
on the voting rights restoration
initiative petitions because the
attorney general’s office must
first write a ballot title and a
ballot summary. The earliest it
could be on the ballot is 2022.

In November 2018, Florida
voters adopted a state constitu-
tional amendment to automati-
cally restore voting rights to
most convicted felons once they
complete their sentences, with
the exception of those convicted
of murder or sex offenses. It was
estimated to affect more than 1
million people, although many
voting rights advocates were
outraged by a court ruling that
later found that a Floridian’s
right could not be restored un-
til all fines, restitution and legal
fees were paid.

Federal lawsuits were filed in
Mississippi in 2017 and 2018,
seeking automatic restoration
of voting rights for people who
had finished serving sentences
for disenfranchising crimes.

The Sentencing Project, a na-
tional advocacy group that seeks
to eliminate racial disparities in
the criminal justice system, said
in a 2020 report that more than
5 million people in the United
States are disenfranchised be-
cause of criminal convictions.
It said that includes more than
8% of adults in Alabama, Mis-
sissippi and Tennessee.

The report also said Mis-
sissippi is one of seven states
where more than one in seven
black people is disenfranchised,
which is twice the national aver-
age.
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'NCTR continues partnership
with JPS to build second
teacher residency program

With support from the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, the National Center for Teacher Residencies will
continue its partnership in JPS and develop a second teacher residency program.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The National Center for
Teacher Residencies (NCTR)
will continue its partnership
with Jackson Public Schools to
build a second teacher residen-
cy to address critical shortag-
es in the areas of elementary,
mathematics and special edu-
cation teachers with support
from the William and Flora
Hewlett Foundation.

Two years ago, NCTR
launched its partnership with
JPS to build its first teacher
residency program as part of
the Mississippi Department of
Education’s effort to improve
teaching and learning in the
state. To ensure that the needs
of students are being met by

the district’s second residency
program, NCTR will conduct a
landscape analysis to help the
district determine how best to
meet its current human capital
needs.

“We knew from working
with NCTR before that they
were the ideal partner to help
us not only build the second
residency but to determine
which direction to take,” said
Michael Cormack, chief of
staff, Jackson Public Schools.

The work in Jackson will
take 18 months, with the first
six months spent conducting a
landscape analysis. The second
part of the project will develop
the residency, building upon
the successful elements estab-

lished during the development
of the first program.

“Building a second residen-
cy in Jackson is very exciting,”
said Keilani Goggins, associ-
ate program director at NCTR.

Goggins knows the context
in Jackson well. Goggins and
NCTR Network and Black
Educators Initiative Director
Erica Hines built Jackson’s ex-
isting residency.

“The district is poised to do
some very innovative things
with another residency that is
tailored to meet the needs of its
educators, particularly given
the work we are doing upfront
with them,” she said.
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ASU’s Advanced
Technologies
Department to

host virtual STEM

summer camps

By Renita Lacy
Staff Writer

Alcorn State University’s
Department of Advanced
Technologies is bringing the
summer camp experience
online this year for its an-
nual AdTech STEM Summer
Camp. Tailored for students
entering grades 4-8, this
year’s camp experience will
be held virtually from June
21-24, and again from July 12-
15 via Zoom.

Unlike previous years, this
year’s participants will have
the opportunity to gain cog-
nitive skills, collaborate with
peers online, and build confi-
dence — all from the comforts
of their own home.

Students will be exposed to
various cutting-edge topics,
and receive practical train-
ing in the areas of computer
science, mathematics, robot-
ics and automation, science,

technology and much more.

Faculty and staff will also
be in attendance to provide
an inspiring introduction to
countless STEM (science,
technology, engineering and
mathematics) programs and
professions.

“The camps that we offer
provide students with a posi-
tive online learning space, as
well an opportunity to be so-
cial and cultivate new skills at
the same time,” said Michael
Atkins, instructor, Depart-
ment of Advanced Technolo-
gies. “They will also allow
our students to get more con-
nected, learn about topics that
they are interested in or would
like to know more about, and
explore different career paths
for their future,” he said.

During the camp, attend-
ees will receive a packet of
educational materials and re-
sources. They will also be re-

quired to have adequate inter-
net access as well as a device
to access the virtual sessions
(cell phone, tablet, laptop or
desktop).

All camp sessions are based
on a first-come, first-serve ba-
sis. Therefore, only the first
30 students of each camp will
be allowed to participate. The
cost is $25 per student, per
week.

The deadline to apply is
May 31, 2021. Parents are en-
couraged to enroll their chil-
dren in a unique and captivat-
ing summer camp experience
today.

For more information or
to register, contact Denease
Moore, administrative assis-
tant, Department of Advanced
Technologies, at 601 &877-
6482 or denmoore@alcorn.
edu. You may also contact At-
kins at 601 877-4077 or mat-
kins@alcorn.edu.
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Music, cooking and
Alzheimer’s Disease

By Vince Faust
Tips to Be Fit

It can be difficult to deal with a
person with the agitation and ag-
gressive moods of a love one with
Alzheimer disease. A love one
with Alzheimer disease can no
longer understand what is appro-
priate when it comes to behavior.
Alzheimer’s is a general term for
memory loss and other cogni-
tive abilities serious enough to
interfere with daily life. It is the
most common cause of dementia.
Alzheimer’s disease accounts for
60-80% of dementia cases.

Today Alzheimer’s disease has
no cure, but treatments for symp-
toms are available and research
is on going. Current Alzheim-
er’s treatments cannot stop Al-
zheimer’s from progressing but
they can slow the worsening of
dementia symptoms and can im-
prove quality of life for Alzheim-
er’s patients and their caregivers.

We are always looking for
treatments that help both the
Alzheimer patient and the care-
giver. Recent studies have shown
that when you add music and
cooking to the daily life of most
Alzheimer’s patients bad behav-
ior was reduced. It also reduced
the stress of the caregiver.

Most of the studies looked
at professional caregivers but it
should also work with family
caregivers.

Most Alzheimer’s caregivers
are family members. Family care-
givers have less training, have a
deeper emotional attachment and
experience greater stress when
they have to deal with bad behav-
ior. Family caregivers also have a
greater love for the patient.

In a study with music and cook-
ing, two one-hour sessions were
held each week for four weeks.
The musical memories are often
preserved in Alzheimer’s disease
patients because their key brain
areas linked to musical memory
are relatively undamaged by the
disease.

The music included classical
music and popular songs from
the 1950’s to the 1980’s. Patients
were encouraged to listen, sing

along, dance or keep the beat
with a small drum.

The cooking group had the pa-
tients help prepare various foods.
The amount of participation was
determined by the capabilities
of the patients. Patients were en-
couraged to express their feelings
and to recall memories that the
music and the cooking help them
to remember.

The study showed that both
programs help reduce the sever-
ity of behavioral disorders and
caregiver distress.

The music program was the
most effective program. The mu-
sic group showed a 74% improve-
ment during the program. After
four weeks the music group still
showed a 37% improvement.

In the cooking program pa-
tients showed an improvement of
57% during the program. After
four weeks the cooking group
still showed a 32% improvement.

The study showed that both
programs also helped reduce the
stress level of the caregiver. The
music program was the most
effective program. The music
group showed a 78% improve-
ment during the program. After
four weeks the music group still
showed a 44% improvement.

In the cooking program pa-
tients showed an improvement of
65% during the program. After
four weeks the cooking group
still showed a 34% improvement.

The Mayo Clinic gives the fol-
lowing tips if youd like to use
music to help a loved one who
has Alzheimer’s disease:

MISSISSIPPI
COVID-19
UPDATE

* Think about your loved one’s
preferences. What kind of music
does your loved one enjoy? What
music evokes memories of happy
times in his or her life? Involve
family and friends by asking
them to suggest songs or make
playlists.

* Set the mood. To calm your
loved one during mealtime or a
morning hygiene routine, play
music or sing a song that’s sooth-
ing. When you'd like to boost
your loved one’s mood, use more
upbeat or faster paced music.

* Avoid overstimulation. When
playing music, eliminate compet-
ing noises. Turn off the TV. Shut
the door. Set the volume based on
your loved one’s hearing ability.
Opt for music that isn’t interrupt-
ed by commercials, which can
cause confusion.

* Encourage movement. Help
your loved one to clap along or
tap his or her feet to the beat. If
possible, consider dancing with
your loved one.

* Sing along. Singing along to
music together with your loved
one can boost the mood and en-
hance your relationship. Some
early studies also suggest musi-
cal memory functions different
than other types of memory, and
singing can help stimulate unique
memories.

* Pay attention to your loved
one’s response. If your loved one
seems to enjoy particular songs,
play them often. If your loved one
reacts negatively to a particular
song or type of music, choose
something else.

Keep in mind that music might
not affect your loved one’s cogni-
tive status or quality of life. Fur-
ther research to better understand
the precise effects of music and
Alzheimer’s disease is needed.

Cooking can help stir memo-
ries for an Alzheimer’s patient.
Recipes that have been passed
down over generations may have
a name and face of a love one
tied to them. Cooking can give
an Alzheimer’s patient a sense of
purpose and help build emotional
bonds. The satisfaction from
completing a meal and the con-
fidence it builds are two factors
that help keep an Alzheimer’s pa-
tient spirit high.

The depression, anxiety and
irritability of an Alzheimer’s pa-
tient can be lessened when they
perform tasks like mashing po-
tatoes or stirring cookie dough.
Alzheimer’s patients often have
negative feelings and emotions
that stem from confusion and
frustration. Cooking can give
them a task they can accomplish,
and relieves the stress they may
be facing. Simple recipes may be
the best to take on, depending on
what your loved one will feel the
most comfortable helping with.

It’s important not to give an Al-
zheimer’s patients a task that will
involve the risk of injury. Rolling
dough, washing vegetables, mix-
ing ingredients in a bowl with a
spoon, setting the table, cleaning
dishes and other easy tasks are
best.

You should avoid hot stoves,
sharp cutlery and other riskier
tasks. Even a very able and will-
ing Alzheimer’s patient should
be given what you know they are
capable of handling.

Alzheimer’s brings challenges
to eating and drinking habits.
Keeping a routine established
will help the senior feel less over-
whelmed. Offering a couple of
different foods at a time that are
easy to eat and use utensils will
be best to provide a less stressful
mealtime.

What ever you do with your
love one do it with love and pa-
tience.
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Blue Cross Blue Shield
Association announces
National Health Equity
Strategy to confront the
nation’s crisis in racial health
disparities
Sets goal to reduce racial disparities
in maternal health by 50% in 5 years

The Mississippi Link Newswire

As part of its ongoing mis-
sion to improve the health of
America, the Blue Cross Blue
Shield Association (BCB-
SA) announced its National
Health Equity Strategy to
confront the nation’s crisis in
racial health disparities. This
strategy intends to change the
trajectory of heath disparities
and re-imagine a more equi-
table healthcare system.

BCBSA has convened a
national advisory panel of
doctors, public health experts
and community leaders to
provide guidance.

BCBSA’s National Health
Equity Strategy is compre-
hensive and relies on close
collaboration with providers
and local community orga-
nizations. This collabora-
tion was essential in recent
months as BCBS companies
worked with local leaders to
support vulnerable communi-
ties with COVID-19 vaccine
access.

The strategy includes col-
lecting data to measure dis-
parities, scaling effective
programs, working with pro-
viders to improve outcomes
and address unconscious
bias, leaning into partner-
ships at the community level,
and influencing policy deci-
sions at the state and federal
levels.

The multi-year strategy
will focus on four conditions
that disproportionately af-
fect communities of color:
maternal health, behavioral
health, diabetes and cardio-
vascular conditions. BCBSA
will first focus on maternal
health, then behavioral health
in 2021.

BCBSA has set a public
goal to reduce racial dispari-
ties in maternal health by
50% in five years.

“BCBS companies are
fully committed to reach
this goal,” said Keck. “We
will continue to collaborate
with our local partners and
providers to continually im-
prove our programs and build
momentum, and we will seek
out new ideas and proven ini-
tiatives that accelerate health
equity reform.”

Metrics will include the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) Severe
Maternal Morbidity mea-
sures. BCBSA will report
results annually. Use of na-
tionally consistent measures
will evolve over time based
on research, industry devel-
opment, and in-market learn-
ings.

BCBS companies current-
ly have a range of maternal
health program supporting
women of color during their
pregnancies. Each program
is tailored to the needs of the
communities they serve.

These BCBS companies’
maternal health programs
support both BCBS members
and non-members of their
partner organizations.

Commenting on the breadth
of the BCBS companies’ ma-
ternal health programs, Dr.
Rachel Hardeman, founding
director, Center for Antira-
cism Research for Health Eq-
uity and assistant professor,
Division of Health Policy &
Management, University of
Minnesota School of Public
Health, and member of the
newly formed advisory panel,
said: “Who better to address
racial disparities in maternal
health than Blue Cross Blue
Shield? BCBS companies
serve every ZIP code across
the U.S., and they have the
scale and resources needed to
ensure women of color get eq-
uitable maternal health care.”

A panel of experts focused
on closing America’s gap in
health equity.

“The more people we bring
to the table, the more we can
create lasting change,” said
Keck about the nine hand-
picked members of the BCB-
SA National Advisory Panel
on health equity. “I’'m excited
we have brought together
such experienced, highly re-
garded leaders in health eq-
uity and the community, and
I look forward to their guid-
ance as we move forward.”

Members include: Tracey
D. Brown, CEO of the Amer-
ican Diabetes Association®;
Marshall Chin, MD, MPH,
Richard Parrillo Family Pro-
fessor of Healthcare Ethics
at the University of Chicago;
Gilbert Darrington, CEO of
Health Services, Incorporat-
ed; Adaeze Enekwechi, PhD,
MPP, Research Associate
Professor at the Milken Insti-
tute School of Public Health
at George Washington Uni-
versity; Maria S. Gomez, RN,
MPH, president and CEO of
Mary’s Center; Rachel R.
Hardeman, PhD, MPH, ten-
ured associate professor in
the Division of Health Policy
& Management at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota; Stacey D.
Stewart, president and CEO
of March of Dimes; Richard
Taylor, CEO of ImbuTec; and
Kevin Washington, president
and CEO of YMCA of the
USA.
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By Pastor Simeon R. Green il
Special to The Mississippi Link

We read in
2nd  Corinthi-
ans 10:4, “For

£l the weapons of
our warfare are
not carnal but
mighty through
God to the pulling down of
strongholds.”

If we really comprehend
what has occurred through
the ages by God’s people, it
should cause us to be stirred.
We are not a church among
churches. We are part of the
divinely built church of the
Living God. Our weaponry
and power do not come from
man. It does not come from
an organization here on earth;

it does not come through poli-
tics; it does not come through
legislation, but it comes from
Almighty God.

What will happen if we are
not stirred? Sin starts to lose
its repulsiveness. Sin will lose
its repulsive nature. It will not
become so bitter to us if we
are not stirred up.

Whether or not we realize
it, we are affected to some
degree by the moral decay
that is around us. Whether we
like it or not, we are affected.
We either are going to be-
come more complacent, more
comfortable or we are going
to be stirred up in our spir-
its and challenged to draw
closer to the Lord. We are go-
ing to pray out. We are going

APRIL 29 - MAY 5, 2021

Do not open the

he enemy

to seek the Lord for greater
power with Him.

We are told to “Abhor that
which is evil; cleave to that
which is good.” Saints of
God, we must never allow sin
to not be repulsive to us. We
must never cuddle up to sin;
we must never make excuses
for sin; we must never try to
sugar-coat sin. We must see it
for what it is, and call it sin.

If we allow ourselves to
become complacent and com-
fortable with our affairs, we
will open the door for the ene-
my in the form of temptation.
If we do not use the armor that
is given to us by God, if we
do not put up a barrier against
the enemy, if we just sit back
and say, “Well, I'm a little bit

too comfortable to sacrifice,
I’'m a little bit too comfortable
to pray, and things just are not
bad enough yet for me to get
stirred,” when will we be?

Dear ones, if we are not
challenged in our spirit by
the world, and the thigs that
are going on around us today,
when will we be? We need to
be challenged. We need to be
careful that we do not sit back
and simply open the door for
the enemy and allow him to
come in.

Rev. Simeon R. Green IIl is
pastor of Joynes Road Church
of God, 31 Joynes Road,
Hampton VA 23669. He is a
member of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelism Church
of God, Anderson, Ind.
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Two sides
of the same coin:

rejoi

cing

and mourning

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

“Chauvin  ver-
dict in one hour”
was the simple
text message I sent
to a few friends
midafternoon
Tuesday,  April
20. “Praying” was
the immediate response from one.
“That was quick” texted another
soon after. “I’'m so nervous” and
from the same thread, “Oh God!”

Even though the evidence was
overwhelming and the prosecutors
presented a nearly flawless case for
conviction, there was still a mix-
ture of anxiety and dread that my
friends and I felt as we waited for
the verdict in the Derek Chauvin
murder trial. When the verdict
was announced, many celebrated
the fact that the disgraced former
Minneapolis police officer was
convicted on all 3 counts, includ-
ing 2nd and 3rd degree murder, in
the murder of George Floyd.

Watching the news that night
reminded me of a similar public
reaction almost 30 years ago, but
this time to an acquittal. I was
on a temporary job assignment at
a private correctional company
in Philadelphia and was walking
through the hotel lobby waiting on
a cab to take me dinner. I saw that
the OJ Simpson verdict was about
to be read and stood close to the
television so I could hear. Because
I was so engrossed in the verdict,
I didn’t realize that I was the only
black person in the bar. However,
when “Not Guilty” was read, the
patrons in the bar groaned, and in
what seemed like a scene from a
scary movie, all turned to look at
me.

Even as the all-white bar pa-
trons grumbled about how unfair
the verdict was and some turned
away from the televisions, a mid-
dle-aged man seated next to me
asked me what I thought about it.
What I wanted to say was “Finally

In Your Face!” But since I wanted
to make it out of the bar alive, 1
paused and took a sip of my soda
before I responded. When I started
speaking, I felt a little like EF Hut-
ton as a few others sitting near us
leaned in.

My response was simple: “After
weighing all the evidence the jury
made what I believe is a just and
wise decision.” Of course, they
didn’t buy that and wanted to get
into a debate about jury bias and
all kinds of other issues. I let them
speak for a few minutes and re-
peated my first statement again.
When they saw that [ was not go-
ing to argue, they turned away and
I hurried from the bar as my cab
had arrived. Perfect timing. Later,
I saw how others jubilantly cel-
ebrated Simpson’s acquittal, for a
variety of reasons.

I thought about this experience
with the OJ trial as I watched news
coverage of the Chauvin verdict.
Though separated by decades,
both trials show the power that the
public space has for allowing peo-
ple to collectively share grief and
joy and ultimately heal. However,
even though the trial is over, the
Floyd family is still grieving the
loss of their brother, father, uncle,
cousin and friend.

Romans 12:15 encourages us to
“Rejoice with those who rejoice;
mourn with those who mourn.” As
we continue to celebrate the justice
of the Chauvin verdict, we should
also take time to continue to pray
for God’s healing and comfort for
George Floyd’s family. And we
should also pray that this verdict
be a much-needed step toward jus-
tice and healing for our nation.

Shewanda Riley is a Fort Worth,
Texas based author of “Love
Hangover: Moving from Pain
to Purpose After a Relationship
Ends” and “Writing to the Beat of
God’s Heart: A Book of Prayers
for Writers.” Email preservedby-
purpose@gmail.com or follow her
on Twitter @shewanda.
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D.C. statehood is a voting rights
Issue... and racial justice issue

By Ben Jealous
People For the American Way

Washington,

D.C. has a high-

er percentage of

black residents

than any state in

the country, and

they have no

voting representation in Con-

gress. This is systemic racism

in action. It is long past time

to give Washington’s 712,000

residents the representation

they deserve by making D.C.
our 51st state.

It is shameful that people
who live in the nation’s capi-
tal have no say in Congress.
And it is unacceptable that lo-
cal laws and budgets passed
by D.C. elected officials can
be overturned by members of
Congress who decide to med-
dle in local decision-making.
That explains why Washing-
ton, D.C.’s license plates in-
clude the slogan, “End taxa-
tion without representation,”
a rallying cry by American
colonists against the tyranny

of British rule.

The disenfranchisement
of hundreds of thousands of
D.C. residents is fundamen-
tally un-American and there
is no good reason to allow it to
continue. There are bogus rea-
sons to oppose statehood, and
some Republicans in Congress
have been trotting them out
now that legislation to admit
Washington, D.C. as a state-
hood bill is moving forward in
Congress.

Some claim that Washing-
ton, D.C. is too small to be a
state. But D.C. has more resi-
dents than either Vermont or
Wyoming. There are currently
six states whose population is
less than a million. D.C. pays
more federal taxes than 21
states — and more federal taxes
per person than any state.

Some make the false claim
that it would require a consti-
tutional amendment to make
Washington, D.C. a state. Not
true. The Constitution clearly
gives Congress the authority to
admit new states. That’s how

every one of the 37 states that
were not initially part of the
U.S. have joined the country.

The original District of Co-
lumbia was created out of land
from Maryland and Virginia.
In 1846, a good chunk of D.C.
was returned to Virginia. No
constitutional amendment
was required then, and none is
required now to admit Wash-
ington, D.C. as a new state.
Some objections are so idiotic,
frankly, that they must be a
cover for pure partisanship or
worse.

In March, a Heritage Foun-
dation legal fellow testifying
before Congress said that D.C.
residents shouldn’t get repre-
sentation in Congress because
they can already influence
congressional debates by plac-
ing yard signs where members
of Congress might see them on
their way to work.

One Republican congress-
man said (wrongly) that D.C.
would be the only state with-
out a car dealership. Another
said that D.C. doesn’t have

enough mining, agriculture or
manufacturing.

Mitch McConnell said the
plan to make D.C. a state was
evidence of “full bore social-
ism on the march.”

At least some Republicans
are honest about their real rea-
son for opposing statehood:
they just don’t want to let D.C.
voters elect Democratic of-
ficials who will support pro-
gressive policies supported by
the majority of the American
people.

But that is not a principled
position. None of the objections
to D.C. statehood hold wa-
ter, especially when weighed
against the basic injustice of
disenfranchising hundreds of
thousands of people.

Washingtonians have fought
in every U.S. war. About
30,000 D.C. residents are vet-
erans. But D.C.’s mayor does
not even have the ability that
governors have to mobilize its
own National Guard — a fact
that proved to be deadly dur-
ing the Jan. 6 Capitol Insurrec-

tion.

The bottom line in this: how
can we hold ourselves out as a
model of democracy when we
are the only democratic coun-
try in the world that denies
representation and self-gover-
nance to the people who live in
its capital? We can’t.

As the Biden administra-
tion recognized in announcing
its support for D.C. statehood,
it is long past time to correct
this injustice. The House of
Representatives voted April
22, to admit Washington, D.C.
as a state. Senate leaders must
not allow filibuster rules or Re-
publican resistance to prevent
Congress from righting this
wrong.

Ben Jealous serves as presi-
dent of People For the Ameri-
can Way and People For the
American Way Foundation.
In 2008, he was chosen as the
youngest-ever president and
CEO of the NAACP. He is a
graduate of Columbia Univer-
sity and Oxford, where he was
a Rhodes Scholar.

The
Census,
restricting
and the
Repubican
conspiracy

By Dr. John E. Warren
Publisher, The San Diego Voice
& Viewpoint Newspaper

Forty years ago,
those who wanted to
amend the U.S. Con-
stitution to elimi-
nate the 13th, 14th
and 15th Amend-
ments, along with
any other provisions that extended
democracy to “we the people,”
were calling for a Constitutional
Convention. Today, that approach
is no longer necessary since those
who still want to make those stated
changes have found new ways to
accomplish the same old goals.

Thomas Jefferson was always
about “States Rights” with less
Federalist (or federal government
influence). Today, the Republican
Party is carrying out Jefferson’s vi-
sion with three approaches: (1) Vot-

Communities of color and
other buyers, beware of bold
promises from health insurers

By Benjamin F. Chavis Jr.
President and CEQ of the NNPA

The  COV-
ID-19 pandemic
has brought is-
sues of health-
care equity to
the forefront of
discussions  of
racial justice. Even when con-
trolling for factors like age and
income, communities of color
have been much more severely
impacted than white Ameri-
cans.

A recent report by the Kai-
ser Family Foundation found
that “older black, Hispanic and
American Indian/Alaska Na-

tive adults were nearly twice
as likely to die of COVID-19 as
older white adults,” and “cases
among black and Hispanic
Medicare beneficiaries were
1.6 times higher than the rate
observed among white benefi-
ciaries.”

Access to healthcare and
health insurance is a vital issue
for African Americans. And it’s
important to be on the lookout
for healthcare companies that
make big promises but fail to
deliver.

In this context, let’s take a
look at Oscar Health, an insur-
ance company that tries to ap-
peal to consumers by position-

ing itself as a tech company.
But its track record is question-
able at best.

The company has been in-
vestigated and fined by the NY
State Department of Financial
Services. During its expansion
in New York, Oscar cut the
number of doctors in its net-
work by more than half.

The company also has con-
nections to former Trump Ad-
ministration officials. It was
founded by Jared Kushner’s
brother Josh, and its parent
company, Thrive Capital, was
partly owned by Kushner un-
til he took a job at the White
House. And the company is run

by serial Wall Street investors
who seem primarily interested
in flipping companies for a
profit.

Even more concerning, Os-
car has been expanding into the
Medicare Advantage program,
where they can leverage tax-
payer money to provide health
coverage to our seniors. That
means one of our most vul-
nerable communities could be
opting into a company that has
questions hanging over it.

African Americans clearly
need better health insurance.
But we can’t get lured in by
companies that are more inter-
ested in taking money than pro-

viding real healthcare benefits.

So, before you make a deci-
sion about health insurance,
please get more than one opin-
ion or option. There are health-
care insurance companies that
are considerably more equitable
and beneficial. Healthcare for
all is both a fundamental civil
and human right.

Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. is
president and CEO of the Na-
tional Newspaper Publishers
Association (NNPA) and ex-
ecutive producer and host of
The Chavis Chronicles (TCC)
broadcast weekly on PBS TV
stations throughout the United
States.

er Suppression legislation, which
is now in 43 of the 50 states and
with over 500 bills pending, collec-
tively, to make it harder to vote; (2)
Former President Trump’s efforts
to change the Census 2020 count
by questioning whether people
in households were legal; and (3)
The resulting loss of Congressio-
nal seats in atleast 6 states, includ-
ing the one seat from California (a
Blue state) and the addition of 2
seats to Texas (a Red State). Texas
happens to be one of the states with
a complete Republican legislature
and governor with major voter sup-
pression legislation pending.

The bottom line is that the Cen-
sus determines the number of seats
in the Congress per state. Since the
Congress is fixed at 433 seats, seats
are reallocated following the ten
year Census. Now the change in
number of seats requires a change
in how congressional districts
are drawn up in each state. The
drawing of those boundaries to
strengthen one party’s voter influ-
ence over another is called “gerry-
mandering.”

Where Republicans control state
legislatures, they will also control
the appointment of the people who
draw the boundaries. Such bound-
aries can determine the allocation

Right conquered wrong
for George Floyd and his family

By James B. Ewers Jr.

President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio

\ “Hallelujah!” “Praise

\{ the Lord!” are shouts you

hear in places of wor-

ship across the country

because you are thankful

w that your prayers are an-
swered.

Many of us were not in a place of
worship Tuesday, April 20, when the
verdict was read by Judge Peter Cahill.
Like you, I was standing up because |
was too nervous to sit down.

In my opinion, this was a defining
moment in American history. Good
overtook evil. Justice was served. Our
faith, while tortured and tormented,
was restored. Our months of anguish
and anxiety turned into relief and ex-
hilaration.

George Floyd, a black man born in
my home state of North Carolin, was
murdered right in front of our eyes.

Was there no vindication for this
crime committed by ex-policeman

Derek Chauvin? Yes, there was.

Chauvin was found guilty on all
three counts, 2nd degree unintentional
murder; 3rd degree murder and 2nd
degree manslaughter. We knew the
charges and we talked about them with
our family and friends. We read about
them on the internet and on social me-
dia.

In my opinion, when Judge Cahill
read the verdicts, the coldness and cal-
lousness on Chauvin’s face matched
the coldness and callousness in his
heart on George Floyd’s final day on
earth.

Expressions of joy, unbridled happi-
ness and relief came from all over the
country.

Deborah Watts, a cousin of Emmett
Till, said, “They got it right. We have
more work to do.” President Joe Biden
said, “No one should be above the law.”
Vice President Kamala Harris said, “A
measure of justice is not the same as
equal justice.”

It is the shared opinion of many that
we would not have seen a measure of

justice had it not been for Darnella Fra-
zier, a Minneapolis teen, who filmed
the entire horrific event using her cell
phone.

When interviewed she said, “The
world needed to see what I was seeing.
Stuff like this happens in silence too
many times.”

The silence Frazier talked about hap-
pened in 1955 when Emmett Till was
murdered. Justice was not thought
about and was never considered.

Philonise Floyd, the brother of
George Floyd, said, “Emmett Till was
the first George Floyd.”

I must temper my feelings about this
case. Yes, [ am happy about the verdict
but we, in the black and brown commu-
nity, come out sad and denied on too
many occasions.

This verdict must strengthen our re-
solve to go on and fight harder for crim-
inal justice reform. Our celebrations
are be short-lived because the system
is still the system. It is a diabolical trap
full of loopholes and legislation that is
anti-people of color.

We are still guilty until proven inno-
cent. As black men, we are still being
terrorized by police who do not them-
selves uphold the law. We cannot, must
not, and will not drop our guard.

As people of color, we are tired of
being frightened and fearful while
driving when we see the police behind
us. Tired and fearful of the apprehen-
sion we feel when the police stand at
the side of our car and tell us to get
out. Our movements are magnified and
analyzed as we do not know what will
happen next?

In a recent ABC News\Washington
Post Poll, 63% of Americans say black
people and other minorities do not re-
ceive equal treatment.

We must be anchored in getting po-
lice reform for this country. The George
Floyd Justice in Policing Act of 2021
must be passed at the federal level.

Momentum is on the side of us who
want changes in how the police do
business. The old way is going out and
the new way is coming in.

I believe America is ready.

of voting precincts and equipment.
The whole idea is to ensure that
never again do we have the kind
of democratic vote among “we the
people” that put President Biden in
the White House.

The Republican conspiracy
against democracy can only work
if we sleep and become inactive
during this multifaceted effort.

We must prepare now for 2022
by: (1) Boycotting the corporations
that refuse to support “Black Votes
Matter” and who continue funding
legislators that give to those state
legislators engaged in supporting
voter suppression; (2) Finding can-
didates now that we can run and
finance against the very Republi-
cans supporting and sponsoring
voter suppression legislation; and
(3) Watching very closely the re-
districting commissions charged
with redrawing political districts
so that the votes of people of color
are not weakened. We must attend
redistricting commission meetings
whether on Zoom or in person. The
damage they do will last for anoth-
er 10 years.

“We The People” can defeat the
Republican conspiracy on all fronts
if we get started now and stay vigi-
lant. It is ironic that Thomas Jeffer-
son was the one who said, “Eternal
vigilance is the price of freedom.”
Are you willing to pay that price?
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND COMMENT PERIOD
DRINKING WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT

NOTICE is hereby given that the City of Jackson, Mississippi will host a public
hearing to be held in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room of the Hood Build-
ing, 200 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 at 10:00 AM on
Friday, April 30, 2021. The Public Hearing will provide information on its Facili-
ties Plan for the proposed Water Distribution System Improvement Projects at
O.B. Curtis Water Treatment Plant and J.H. Fewell Water Treatment Plant. The
City will be seeking low interest Drinking Water System Improvement Revolving
Loan Fund (DWSIRLF) assistance for Fiscal Year 2021. The impact of the proj-
ect will be improving customer satisfaction and safe, reliable service delivery of
drinking water. Adverse impacts on historical, archaeological, or cultural areas
are not expected, which is certified in the response letter from the Mississippi
Department of Archives and History. The letter from Fish and Wildlife Service
specified that the proposed project does not contain suitable habitat for species
protected under the ESA. The project is necessary to ensure the City of Jack-
son consistently and reliably provide drinking water to its customers. The total
cost of the loan is currently estimated at approximately $ 27,953,300, which is
being sought through the DWSIRLF low-interest loan program. The water dis-
tribution system improvement project is eligible for participating under the State
of Mississippi low-interest DWSIRLF loan program.

The Public Hearing will present a description of the recommended project, esti-
mated costs, as well as the estimated cost per household impact for customers
for the eligible loan. The typical residential customer bill for drinking water is
expected to increase by no more than 1%, assuming that low-interest loans can
be obtained through the DWSIRLF loan program. The purpose of the hearing
is not only to inform but also to seek and gather input from people that will be
affected. Comments and viewpoints from the public are encouraged.

The City of Jackson will begin a public comment period on April 8, 2021. The
comment period will allow citizens to review the proposed Water Distribution
Improvement Projects Facilities Plan and offer additional comments.

A copy of the Water Distribution System Improvements Facilities Plan is avail-
able by email request to Mauricka Mckenzie, PE at admin@cornerstoneenglic.
com. Written comments, suggestions, and questions may be submitted to Mau-
ricka Mckenzie, PE at admin@cornerstoneenglic.com until May 8, 2021.

Charles Williams Jr., PE, PhD
Director of Public Works/City Engineer

4-8-2021, 4-15-2021, 4-22-2021, 4-29-2021

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TAX INCREMENT FINANCING PLAN FOR THE VILLAGE AT
LIVINGSTON PLACE
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI,

Notice is hereby given that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Jackson,
Mississippi (the “Governing Body” of the “City”), will hold a public hearing on
May 11, 2021 at 10:00 AM at the regular meeting place of the Governing Body
at the City Hall of the City of Jackson, 219 South President Street, Jackson,
Mississippi, on the Tax Increment Financing Plan for the Village at Livings-
ton Place, City of Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, March 2021 (the “TIF
Plan”), for consideration by the Governing Body and requesting that the TIF
Plan be approved in compliance with The City of Jackson, Tax Increment Fi-
nancing Redevelopment Plan, and further, to designate the project described
in the TIF Plan as appropriate for development and tax increment financing.

The general scope of the TIF Plan is a proposal that the City will issue tax in-
crement financing bonds (the “Bonds”), in one or more series in an amount not
to exceed Three Million Three Hundred Thousand Dollars ($3,300,000), in or-
der to provide funds necessary to pay for the cost of acquiring and constructing
various infrastructure improvements in connection with the Project (as defined
in the TIF Plan), which may include, but are not necessarily limited to, installa-
tion, rehabilitation and/or relocation of utilities such as water, gas and sanitary
sewer; construction, renovation, or rehabilitation of drainage improvements,
roadways, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, site improvements, structured and sur-
face parking; relocation of electrical lines; lighting and signalization; landscap-
ing of rights-of-way; related architectural/engineering fees, attorney’s fees, TIF
Plan preparation fees, issuance costs, capitalized interest, and other related
soft costs (collectively “Infrastructure Improvements”).

The Bonds shall be secured solely by a pledge by the City of the incremental
increase in sales tax rebates and real and personal property ad valorem tax
revenues generated within the TIF District, as described in the TIF Plan, and
will never be a general obligation of the City, will not be secured by the full faith,
credit, and taxing power of the City, and will not create any other pecuniary li-
ability on the part of the City other than the pledge of the incremental increase
in the ad valorem taxes and sales tax rebates set forth above. If deemed
necessary and appropriate, the City may require additional security from the
developers of the Project.

Construction of the Infrastructure Improvements and payment of the Bonds
issued pursuant to the TIF Plan will be paid as hereinabove set forth and will
not require an increase in any kind or type of taxes within the City. Copies of
the TIF Plan and the Redevelopment Plan are available for examination in the
office of the City Clerk in Jackson, Mississippi.

The City may exercise its authority under Chapter 45 of Title 21, Mississippi
Code of 1972, as amended (the “Act”), as authorized by Sections 21-45-1, et
seq., Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended.

This hearing is being called and conducted, and the TIF Plan has been pre-
pared as authorized and required the Act.

Witness my signature and seal, this the 27th day of April, 2021.
S/Angela Harris

City Clerk

(SEAL)

4-29-2021

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi

Sealed, signed bids are being extended and you are invited to participate, they
will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City
Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday,
May 11, 2021, at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall
located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for
the following:
34060-051121 Twenty-Four Month Supply of Muller Fire Hydrants

BIDS ARE NOW ACAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV, AND WWW.
CENTRALBIDDING.COM.

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid
specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with
House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public
Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal
business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-
condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed
and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid
submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City
of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance
shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible
contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the
Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordi-
nance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with
the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second
Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid
awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price
in accordance with specifications. The award could be according to the low-
est cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part
of any proposal. Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid
proposal. In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s
intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some
variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form.
Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination during
the bid review.

Destiney Williams, Manager
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1022 or1025

4-22-2021, 4-29-2021

LEGAL

Electronic Bidding
Advertisement for Bid

Re-Bid 3162 Brinkley Middle School Renovations

Electronic and sealed bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fice, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local
Prevailing Time) May 26, 2021 at which time and place they will be publicly
opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conferences concerning this project will be
held at 3535 Albermarle Road, Jackson, MS 39213 on May 13, 2021 at 2:00
P.M. Attendance at the pre-bid conferences is non-mandatory but strongly en-
couraged. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids,
to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for
forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.jpsdm-
sprojects.com. A $100.00 non-refundable deposit shall be required on each set
of bid documents and must be purchased through the website. All plan holders
are required to have a valid email address for registration. Questions regarding
website registration and online orders please contact Plan House Printing, 607
W. Main Street, Tupelo, MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid
documents please contact Charles Bunniran at Allen & Hoshall, Phone: 601-
977-8993, Fax: 601-949-4344 or Email: cbunniran@allenhoshall.com.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m.
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open,
must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS
39201.

4-29-2021, 5-6-2021

Advertisement for Bid
Bid 3184 Fuel, POL and Fleet Management

Electronic and sealed bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fice, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local
Prevailing Time) May 17, 2021, at which time and place they will be publicly
opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any
and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if
approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened

Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge by
emailing Michelle Shelton Robinson at mishelton@jackson.k12.ms.us., (601)
960-8799, or documents may be picked up at the above address or down-
loaded from JPS website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m.
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open,
must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS
39201.

4-29-2021, 5-6-2021

LEGAL

Employment Ad

Hinds County Economic Development Authority (HCEDA) Board of Trustees
seeks a full-time Executive Director to oversee the day-to-day operations of
HCEDA, including the management, utilization and conservation of its finan-
cial, human and physical resources, under the authority and supervision of the
HCEDA Board of Trustees.

Minimum qualifications include a bachelor’s degree from an accredited college
or university in business administration, economic or community development,
urban & regional planning, engineering, or a related field, along with a minimum
of five (5) years’ experience in economic or community development, urban
& regional planning, or a closely-related profession and with a proven track
record of successfully locating new capital investments.

Advanced degree(s) and CEcD designation and/or EDFP certification is pre-
ferred.

Salary will be based upon experience.
Applications must be received by June 10, 2021.

For additional details regarding this role as well as information on how to apply,
visit https://selecthinds.com/careers

4-29-2021, 5-6-2021, 5-13-2021, 5-20-2021, 5-27-2021, 6-3-2021, 6-10-2021,

LEGAL

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIFFI
SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT

IN THE MATTER OF THE LAST WILL AND
TESTAMENT OF JERRY HOPKINS, DECEASED N 250

B2 - PR-O006T

NOTICE TD CREDITORS

Letters Testumentary having been granted on the | 21h day of November 2020 by the
Chancery Court of Hends Couanby, Mizs sxippd bo ihe ur .!."\::\'I'-\.'u‘: Execulnx upon the Estate of
Jerry Hopling, deceased

NOTICE is hercby given 1o all pemsons having clubid Sgaiee sxid Estaie 1o present i
sarme i the Clerk of this Court for the probate and registmtion scoonding io law within {90) days

s first publscation of this potice or they will be foraver barred

DATED this the 38 geblay of March, 202

'} 44,

FAETTAY

ks

A NN HOPKIMNS, Execlirnx

The ‘Lilx--'ﬁ-;-;'-i Limk

4-22-2021, 4-29-2021, 5-6-2021

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF
THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COM-
MISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ON
WEDNESDAY, MAY 12, 2021 AT 12:00 NOON IN THE ANDREW JACKSON CONFER-
ENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT
STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

|. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
A. OLD BUSINESS
1. Case No. HPNC-21-16, requested by: Eric Collins to open up the boarded windows
and doors, install the missing windows and doors, and add awnings to the building at
612-618 N. Farish St. located in the Farish Historical District.

B. NEW BUSINESS
1. Case No. HPNC-21-19, requested by: Zita Webb to construct an addition and re-
model the kitchen at 1044 Manship St. located in the Belhaven Historical District.

2. Case No. HPNC-21-20 (Historic Preservation Violation), requested by: Jennifer
Welch DBA Tandem Investments, LLC to remove a chain link fence in poor condi-
tion and install an 8 Good Neighbor wood fence to visually block large commercial
dumpsters from view of the Museum Trail, the Belhaven Heights Park, and residents
in the surrounding area at 0 Madison St. (Parcel # 1025-48) located in the Belhaven
Heights Historical District.

3. Case No. HPNC-21-21, requested by: Jennifer Welch to install a door on the east
rear elevation, install 2 sets of stairs at the rear elevation, install doors and window
on detached structure as indicated in the elevation drawings, install a parking area
to hold 4 vehicles, and install a fence at 834 Madison St. located in the Belhaven
Heights Historical District.

4. Case No. HPNC-21-22, requested by: Jeff Seabold to renew the previously approved
COA 2014-16, for exterior repairs, new driveway, garage addition at 1240 Rose Hill
Cir. located in the Belhaven Historical District.

Il. OTHER ITEMS
1. Administratively Approved COAs.

2. Discussion: Recommendation up to the fine amount allowed in the Ordinance for
violations when proceeding to environmental court.

lll. ADJOURN

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, AND
WELFARE, COMMISSIONERS AND APPLICANTS WILL ATTEND THE MEETING VIA
TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELE-
CONFERENCENIDEO BY EMAILING BZHAO@JACKSONMS.GOV TO REGISTER
PRIOR TO MAY 5, 2021.

4-22-2021, 4-29-2021

www.mississippilink.com
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LEGAL LEGAL LEGAL

Legal Notice

We, the member of Perusa Investments LLC/DBA Swinging Bridge Discount
Liquor, intend to make application for a transfer of a Package Retailer permit
as provided for by the Local Option Alcoholic Beverage Control Law, Section
67-1-1, et seq., of the Mississippi Code of 1972, and Annotated. If granted
such permit, | propose to operate as a limited liability company under the trade
name of Perusa Investment LLC/DBA Swinging Bridge Discount Liquor, locat-
ed at 2 Holiday Rambler Ln, Byrum, MS of Hinds County. The name(s), title(s),
and address(es) of the owner(s)/ partners/corporate officer(s) and/or major-
ity stockholder(s)/member(s)/ trustee of the above named business are: Jorge
Gonzalez. If any person wishes to request a hearing to object to the issuance
of this permit a request for a hearing must be made in writing and received by
the Department of Revenue within (15) days from the first date this notice was
published. Requests shall be sent to: Chief Counsel, Legal Division, Depart-
ment of Revenue, P.O. Box 22828, Jackson, MS 39225.

Date of First Publication: April 29, 2021. This the 28 day of April A.D., 2021.

4-29-2021, 5-6-2021

LEGAL

Advertisement for RFP

RFP 2021-04 Lead partner to Provide Support with Online
Supplemental Digital Software for Reading, Language and Math

Electronic and sealed rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fice, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local
Prevailing Time), May 05, 2021 at which time and place they will be publicly
opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any
and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if
approved for forty-five calendar days from the date rfps are opened.

Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge by
emailing Bettie Jones at bjones@jackson.k12.ms.us or calling (601) 960-8799,
or documents may be picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS
website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m.
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open,
must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS
39201.

4-22-2021, 4-29-2021

LEGAL

Advertisement for Bids
Bid 3180 JPS Site Care (Lawn Services)
Bid 3181 Waste Disposal

Sealed bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the Board of Trust-
ees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.m. (Local Prevailing Time)
May 11, 2021, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read
aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to
waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for
forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened

Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge by
emailing Michelle Shelton at mishelton@jackson.k12.ms.us (601) 960-8799, or
documents may be picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS
website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m.
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open,
must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS
39201.

4-22-2021, 4-29-2021

LEGAL

Advertisement for RFP

RFP 2021-10 Pool of Providers to offer Translation, Transcription, and
Interpretation Services

Electronic and sealed rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fice, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local
Prevailing Time), May 14, 2021 at which time and place they will be publicly
opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any
and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if
approved for forty-five calendar days from the date rfps are opened.

Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge by
emailing mishelton@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents
may be picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS website at
www.jackson.k12.ms.us.

4-29-2021, 5-6-2021

LEGAL

Advertisement for RFP
RFP 2021-07 Digital Curriculum for K — 12
RFP 2021-08 Science Support

Electronic and sealed rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fice, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local
Prevailing Time), May 10, 2021 at which time and place they will be publicly
opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any
and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if
approved for forty-five calendar days from the date rfps are opened.

Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge by
emailing mishelton@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents
may be picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS website at
www.jackson.k12.ms.us.

4-22-2021, 4-29-2021

TR EABRBTTIR B
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Ta find out, visit www.treasury.ms.gov,
look under “unclaimed money” and
start your search.

Electronic Bidding
Advertisement for Bids

Bid 3183 Track and Field Facility Renovation at Hughes Field

Electronic and sealed bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the Board
of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) May
25, 2021 at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. A Pre-
Bid Conferences concerning this project will be held at 545 Ellis Avenue, Jackson,
MS 39209 on May 12, 2021 at 02:00 P.M. Attendance at the pre-bid conferences is
non-mandatory but strongly encouraged. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to
reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid
if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.jpsdmsprojects.
com. A $400.00 non-refundable deposit shall be required on each set of bid docu-
ments and must be purchased through the website. All plan holders are required to
have a valid email address for registration. Questions regarding website registration
and online orders please contact Plan House Printing, 607 W. Main Street, Tupelo, MS
38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid documents please contact Preston
McKay at M3A Architects, Phone: 601-981-1227, or Email: pmckay@m3aarch.com.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 9:59
a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be delivered to
JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

4-22-2021, 4-29-2021

LEGAL

Advertisement for Bids
Bid 3182 Bakery Products (Bread)

Sealed bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the Board of Trust-
ees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.m. (Local Prevailing Time)
May 12, 2021, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read
aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to
waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for
forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened

Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge by
emailing Michelle Shelton at mishelton@jackson.k12.ms.us (601) 960-8799, or
documents may be picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS
website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m.
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open,
must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS
39201.

4-22-2021, 4-29-2021

LEGAL

Advertisement for RFP

RFP 2021-04 Pre-kindergarten — Eighth Grade On-line Supplemental
Music Program

Electronic and sealed rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office,
662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Pre-
vailing Time), May 18, 2021 at which time and place they will be publicly opened
and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all
rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if approved
for forty-five calendar days from the date rfps are opened.

Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge by
emailing Bettie Jones at bjones@jackson.k12.ms.us or calling (601) 960-8799,
or documents may be picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS
website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until
9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be
delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

4-22-2021, 4-29-2021

Advertisement for RFP

RFP 2021-06 Individuals with Disabilities Education Program (IEP)
Writing Program Software/Subscription

Electronic and sealed rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fice, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local
Prevailing Time), May 07, 2021, at which time and place they will be publicly
opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any
and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if
approved for forty-five calendar days from the date rfps are opened.

Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge by
emailing mishelton@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents
may be picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS website at
www.jackson.k12.ms.us.

4-22-2021, 4-29-2021

LEGAL

Electronic Bidding
Advertisement for Bid

Re-Bid 3163 Powell Middle School Renovations

Electronic and sealed bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fice, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local
Prevailing Time) May 25, 2021 at which time and place they will be publicly
opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conferences concerning this project will be
held at 3655 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213 on May 06, 2021 at 02:00
P.M. Attendance at the pre-bid conferences is non-mandatory but strongly en-
couraged. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids,
to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for
forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.jpsdm-
sprojects.com. A $100.00 non-refundable deposit shall be required on each set
of bid documents and must be purchased through the website. All plan holders
are required to have a valid email address for registration. Questions regarding
website registration and online orders please contact Plan House Printing, 607
W. Main Street, Tupelo, MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid
documents please contact Charles Bunniran at Allen & Hoshall, Phone: 601-
977-8993, Fax: 601-949-4344 or Email: cbunniran@allenhoshall.com.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m.
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open,
must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS
39201.

4-22-2021, 4-29-2021

LEGAL

Advertisement for RFP

RFP 2021-03 JPS Seeks a Pool of College/University Partners to
Provide Teacher Certification Program Support and an English as a
Second Language (ELS) Endorsement

Electronic and sealed rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fice, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local
Prevailing Time), May 05, 2021 at which time and place they will be publicly
opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any
and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if
approved for forty-five calendar days from the date rfps are opened.

Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge by
emailing Bettie Jones at bjones@jackson.k12.ms.us or calling (601) 960-8799,
or documents may be picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS
website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m.
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open,
must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS
39201.

4-22-2021, 4-29-2021
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ACROSS

1. Ocean

4. Homes

10. Vase

11. Panegyric

12. Tiny mark

13. Sunset State

14. People from Asia

16. Escudo

17.Loch __ monster

18. Teacher’s assistant, for short
20. Low frequency (abbr.)
22. Hindu goddess, consort of Siva
26. Eye infection

29. Microscopic

31. Whale hunter

33. Boxer Muhammad
34. Yellow fruit

35. Lodge

36. Indian’s home

37. Fall back

DOWN

1. African nation

2. Jagged

3. Those who are opposed
4. Long time

5. Break

6. Roberto’s yes

7. Former magistrate of Venice
8.1d’s counterparts

9.In__ (together)

15. American sign language
19. Hubbub

21. Matador’s passes at bull
23. Electronic mail

24. Capital of Lithuania

25. Frosting

26. Compass point

27. Citizen

28. Yin’s partner

30. Trolley

32. Jurisprudence

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Caroline Kennedy

PR T e R T

B - -

GHEM CVI BOO
E S E

TE EVAAR T

Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Pick Up

THE Mississippr LINK

AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

JACKSON
BULLY’S RESTAURANT

3118 Livingston Road

CASH & CARRY

Capitol Street and Monument Street
CITY HALL

219 S President St

GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL

3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL

2030 N Siwell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL

4331 Highway 80W

DOLLAR GENERAL

5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL

1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL

304 Briarwood Dr

DOLLAR GENERAL

2855 McDowell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL

104 Terry Rd

J & AFUEL STORES

3249 Medgar Evers Blvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’'S MARKET
Northside Drive

MCDADE’S MARKET #2

653 Duling Avenue

PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall

350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART

5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE

Fortification and I-55

MURPHY USA

6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE

Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS

380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

CANTON

A&l

716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B&B

702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE

3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE

Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART

743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY

Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN

285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS

K & K ONE STOP

110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE

421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP

257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY

22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

BYRAM

DOLLAR GENERAL

125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

5495 |-55 South Frontage Road

VOWELL'S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road

CITY HALL

Terry Road

CLINTON
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

TERRY

SERVICE STATION

at Exit 78

CITY HALL

West Cunningham Avenue

RAYMOND

HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER

505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY

122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS

LOVE FOOD MART

120 E. Main Street,

Raymond, MS

RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL

110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE

UTICA
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18

PITT STOP

101 Hwy 18 & 27

BOLTON
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL
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ssified Advertising Network

To place your statewide classified ad order. call MS Press Services at S01-98281-30c0 ——

Crossword Solution

IS|E|A

Cryptogram

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Caroline Kennedy
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Feature Exchang

Sudoku Solution
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Auctions

Insurance

Services=-Financial

AMERICAN AUCTION. For all your auc-
tion needs: Estates, Antiques, Equipment.
Call Keith Moore at 731-610-1458. Keith
Moore, MAL 259.

Classes / Training

COMPUTER AND IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants  and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN TRAINING
PROGRAMS From Ultimate Medical
Academy Offer Quality Healthcare
Education to Students 100% online.-
Ultimate Medical Academy: 1-866-664-
4140

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 -855 -39 7 -704H5
www.dental50plus.com/mspress #6258

Medical Supplies

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money
on your diabetic suppliesl Convenient
home shipping for monitors, test strips,
insulin pumps, catheters and more! To
learn more, call now! 877-368-0628
CANADA DISCOUNT PHARMACY.
Save up to 80% off prescriptions. Eliquis,
Flomax, Xarelto, Viagra, more! Mention
“NEWS10” to save $10 on first order.
Call 855-813-7051 (Open M-F)

Employment

L. E. TUCKER & SON, INC. - CDL
DRIVERS needed to run from S.E. to
West Coast. Experienced Singles and
Teams. Check out our new pay package.
Singles, 41 cents per mile for 60 day pro-
bationary period. 46 cents per mile there-
after. Teams, 50 cents per mile for 60 day
probationary period. 55 cents per mile
thereafter. Late model conventional trac-
tors. Home weekly. Benefits package.
Pearl, MS. 601-939-8088.

www.tuckerandson.com

GENERAC STANDBY GENERATORS
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695
valuel). Request a free quote today! Call
for additional terms and conditions. 1-
844-316-8630

Home Improvement

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeaofFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-1028

AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can

save! Call: 833-678-0500

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one
FREE! Nearly invisible, fully rechargeable
IN-EAR NANO hearing aids priced thou-
sands less than competitors! 45-day triall
Call: 1-866-985-3347

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not!l All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS. Your
donation helps fund the search for miss-
ing children. Accepting Trucks,
Motorcycles and RVs, too! Fast Free
Pickup - Running or Not. 24 hour
response. Maximum tax donation. Call
(888) 515-3812

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-
ING for one flat rate. 601-981-3060

Services-General

DIRECTV - Watch your favorite live
sports, news and entertainment any-
where. More top premium channels than
DISH. Restrictions apply. Call IVS - 1-855-
978-3110

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143

THE COVID CRISIS has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans.
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can
help! Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call
1-855-657-2412

Services-Medical

LIFE ALERT. One press of a button
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home and on
the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
855-686-5548 FREE Brochure.

YOU MAY QUALIFY for disability bene-
fits if you have are under a doctor’s care
for a health condition that prevents you
from working for a year or more. Call
now! 601-203-3826

Wanted To Buy

FREON WANTED: We pay $$% for
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113
R114. Convenient. Certified
Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or
visit www.RefrigerantFinders.com

el
=CLASSIFIEDS!

For the ‘THINGS’ you're looking for!

STATEWIDE RATES:

Up to 25 words........... $210
1 col. x 2 inch............. $525
1 col. x 3 inch............. $785
1 col. x 4 inch........... $1050

Call MS Press Services
601-981-3060

Week of April 25, 2021
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Sharpton decries ‘stench
of racism’ in Wright’s death

By Aaron Morrison, Tim Sullivan
and Tammy Webber
Associated Press

Daunte Wright, the young
black man shot by an officer
during a traffic stop in suburban
Minneapolis, was not “just some
kid with an air freshener,” but a
“prince” whose life ended too
soon at the hands of police, the
Rev. Al Sharpton said April 22
during an emotional funeral.

Hundreds of people wearing
COVID-19 masks packed into
Shiloh Temple International
Ministries to remember Wright,
a 20-year-old father of one who
was shot by a white police offi-
cer April 11 in the small city of
Brooklyn Center. The funeral
was held just two days after for-
mer Minneapolis police Officer
Derek Chauvin was convicted in
the death of George Floyd and
amid a national reckoning on
racism and policing.

“The absence of justice is the
absence of peace,” Sharpton
said. “You can’t tell us to shut
up and suffer. We must speak up
when there is an injustice.”

The civil rights leader’s thun-
dering eulogy included a sting-
ing rebuke of the possibility that
Wright was pulled over for hav-
ing air fresheners dangling from
his mirror. Wright’s mother has
said her son called her after he
was stopped and told her that
was the reason. Police said it was
for expired registration.

“We come today as the air

Katie and Arbuey Wright, parents of Daunte, speaking during funeral services for their son. Rev. Al Sharp-

ton stands behind them.

fresheners for  Minnesota,”
Sharpton said, vowing changes
in federal law. “We’re trying to
get the stench of police brutal-
ity out of the atmosphere. We’re
trying to get the stench of racism
out of the atmosphere. We’re try-
ing to get the stench of racial pro-
filing out of the atmosphere.

“We come to Minnesota as air
fresheners because your air is too
odorous for us to breathe,” he
said. “We can’t breathe in your
stinking air no more!”

Brooklyn Center’s police chief
said it appeared from body cam-
era video that the officer who

shot Wright used her pistol when
she meant to use her Taser as
Wright struggled with police.
The 26-year veteran, Kim Potter,
is charged with second-degree
manslaughter. Both she and the
chief resigned after the shooting.

Ben Crump, attorney for both
the Floyd and Wright fami-
lies, has called for more serious
charges against Potter and said
Wright’s son “is going to get old
enough to watch that video of
how his father was slain so un-
necessarily. A misdemeanor, a
misdemeanor.”

“It’s too often that traffic stops

President Biden announces executive
orders to curb gun violence
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Vice President Harris said she had seen gun violence up close. “I have looked at autopsy photographs. |

have seen with my own two eyes what a bullet can do to the human body,” the vice president noted.
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By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

Determining that “enough is
enough,” President Joe Biden
announced a series of execu-
tive actions to reduce gun vio-
lence.

Vice President Kamala Har-
ris joined the commander-in-
chief in calling on Congress to
pass more extensive gun-con-
trol legislation.

“This is an epidemic, for
God’s sake, and it has to stop,”
President Biden remarked out-
side of the White House in the
Rose Garden.

Vice President Harris said
she had seen gun violence up
close.

“l have looked at autopsy
photographs. I have seen with
my own two eyes what a bullet
can do to the human body,” the
vice president noted.

“I have held hands with the
hands of parents who have lost
a child. T have seen children
who were traumatized by the
loss of a parent or sibling. And
I have fought my entire career
to end this violence and to pass
reasonable gun safety laws.”

Vice President Harris contin-
ued:

“Time and again, as progress
has stalled, we have all asked,
‘What are we waiting for?’
Because we aren’t waiting for
a tragedy; I know that. We’ve
had more tragedy than we can
bear. We aren’t waiting for so-
lutions either because the solu-
tions exist. They already exist.”

The executive orders issued
include:

* Directing the Justice De-
partment (DOJ) to propose a
rule within 30 days to help stop
ghost guns’ proliferation — fire-
arms assembled from kits that
often lack serial numbers and
are difficult to trace.

* Directing the DOJ to craft a
rule within 60 days, which clar-
ifies the point at which a stabi-
lizing arm brace -effectively
turns a pistol into a short-bar-
reled rifle, subjecting that fire-
arm to additional regulations.

* Directing the DOJ to pub-
lish within 60 days, model red-
flag legislation, which lets law
enforcement officers or fam-
ily members ask a court to bar
someone from accessing guns

under certain circumstances
temporarily. The White House
says the model legislation will
make it easier for states to pass
their own versions of that law.

* Directing the DOJ to issue
a comprehensive report on gun
trafficking.

* The actions arrive after
several recent mass shootings
in the United States, including
South Carolina, on April 7.

In that incident, former NFL
player Phillip Adams murdered
five people, including two
young children, at a doctor’s
home. Phillips then fatally shot
himself.

“This gun violence in our
neighborhood is having a pro-
found impact on our children,
even if they’re never involved
in pulling the trigger or being
the victim of — on the other side
of a trigger,” President Biden
said.

“For a fraction of the cost
of gun violence, we can save
lives, create safe and healthy
communities, and build econ-
omies that work for all of us,
and save billions of American
dollars.”

PHOTO BY JULIO CORTEZ - AP POOL

end up as deadly sentences, a
death sentence,” Crump said,
adding he wants Wright’s son to
know, “We stood up for Daunte,
his father.”

Daunte’s mother, Katie Wright,
told mourners, “The roles should
be completely reversed. My son
should be burying me,” before
burying her face in her hands.

Wright recalled her son be-
coming a father to a boy born
prematurely: “He was so happy
and so proud, and he said he
couldn’t wait to make his son
proud. Junior was the joy of his
life. He lived for him every sin-

gle day.”

Funeral attendees were brought
to their feet when artist Ange
Hillz painted a portrait of Wright
— white paint on a black canvas
— as trumpeter Keyon Harrold
played “Amazing Grace” and
“Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing,” the
Black National Anthem.

And during a silent reading of
Wright’s obituary, some could be
heard crying softly.

Later, at the cemetery where
Wright was buried, some shout-
ed “Daunte!” after his parents
opened a basket, freeing two
white doves that flew away.

The families of several other
black people killed by police
were there, too, including the
mothers of Philando Castile, who
was shot by a police officer dur-
ing a traffic stop in a Minneapolis
suburb in 2016, and Eric Garner,
who was filmed saying “I can’t
breathe” in a fatal 2014 encoun-
ter with New York City police.

Also attending were relatives
of Oscar Grant, killed in 2009 by
a California transit officer who
mistook his service weapon for
a stun gun, similar to the Wright
case, and of Emmett Till, the
teenager whose 1955 lynching
in Mississippi helped spark the
civil rights movement, as well as
the boyfriend of Breonna Taylor,
who was shot in her Kentucky
apartment by officers serving a
warrant in 2020.

U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar,
Gov. Tim Walz and Minneapolis

Mayor Jacob Frey also attended.

“True justice is not done as
long as having expired tags
means losing your life during a
traffic stop,” Klobuchar said be-
fore a minister gave the closing
prayer. “True justice is not done
as long as a chokehold, the knee
on the neck or a no-knock war-
rant is considered legitimate po-
licing.”

More than a dozen members
from an armed team of local
men, the Minnesota Freedom
Fighters, provided security.

Wright was killed when a scuf-
fle broke out as police tried to ar-
rest him after realizing he had an
outstanding warrant for failing
to appear in court on charges of
fleeing police and having a gun
without a permit.

It set off protests in Brooklyn
Center, a working-class, majority
nonwhite city, with hundreds of
people gathering every night for
a week outside the city’s heavily
guarded police station. While the
mayor called for law enforce-
ment and protesters to scale back
their tactics, the nights often end-
ed with demonstrators lobbing
water bottles and rocks at the
officers, and law enforcement re-
sponding with pepper spray, tear
gas and rubber bullets.

Webber reported from Fenton,
Michigan. Morrison is a member
of the AP Race and Ethnic-
ity team. Follow him on Twitter:
https://www.twitter.com/aaronl-
morrison.

COVID-19

Get the facts
about the
COVID-19 vaccine.

AARP has the
latest information.

AARP is working to protect Americans 50+ by making sure you have
the latest information you need about the COVID-19 vaccines and
the distribution plans in Mississippi.

Find out who's eligible for the vaccine, when and where vaccines will
be available and what you need to discuss with your doctor before

you decide.

Just visit our website to get the most up-to-date information
available about your vaccine options.

Learn more about COVID-19 vaccine
availability and distribution at

aarp.org/msvaccine

facebook.com/BARPMS | @AARPMS | aarp

Paid for by AARP.
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vy Leaf Beta Delta Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc. holds COVID-19 public forum

Lynda Jackson-Assad,
COVID-19 virtual forum,

moderator

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer

“Immunization has been a
great public health success sto-
ry. The lives of millions of chil-
dren have been saved, millions
have the chance of a longer
healthier life, a greater chance
to learn, to play, to read and
write, to move around freely
without suffering.” That’s what
the late Nelson Mandela, one of
history’s most inspirational fig-
ures, said some years ago.

The Beta Delta Omega Chap-
ter of Alpha Kappa Alpha So-
rority, Incorporated harmonized
that expression not only for the
young, but for all citizens dur-
ing Crucial Conversations: CO-
VID-19 Vaccinations Virtual
Forum with the public Thurs-
day, April 22, at 6:30 p.m.

The forum was moderated
by Lynda Jackson-Assad, MD,
FAAP, MS, MPH - Pediatrics,
Medical Director, Jackson
Hinds Comprehensive Health
Center.

Jackson-Assad called on Paul
Byers, MD, Mississippi State
Epidemiologist, to address
COVID-19 cases in Missis-
sippi. Accordingly, the doctor
expressed that Mississippi had
experienced 7,153 deaths since
COVID-19, and according to
the Mississippi Health Depart-
ment, that number is increasing
among different age groups.
Byers emphasized to viewers
the need to “blunt the impact of
increase in cases we have seen.”

Byers asserted that although
the Moderna and Pfizer vaccines
“are very effective in prevent-
ing hospitalization and deaths,
now is not the time to let our
guard down.” He then encour-
aged listeners to wear masks
and social distance, “even if
you’ve been vaccinated.”

Brunson

Byers

Referencing African Ameri-
cans and the vaccines, Terrence
Shirley, MPH, UMMC Cancer
Research Administrator, main-
tained that the general issues
are hesitancy due to the Tuskeg-
ee Study; mixed messages from
the White House; and belief
that the vaccine came too fast.

“It’s not new. It was present
10 years before it was placed on
the shelf,” contended Shirley.

Byers explained that though
Mississippi ranks 47 in get-
ting people fully vaccinated, all
must get involved to help them
overcome their hesitancies. Per-
sons not having had the oppor-
tunity to yet get vaccinated can
engage in walk-ins at facilities
and door-to-door approaches.
He injected that persons who
have been vaccinated might
need a booster.

Claude Brunson, MD, Ex-
ecutive Director of Missis-
sippi State Medical Associa-
tion, stated that at the start of
the pandemic a committee was
set up to protect the safety of
Mississippians. The commit-
tee studied vaccine availability,
inequities in vaccine distribu-
tion, hesitancies among African
Americans to take the vaccine,
disadvantages among the poor,
lack of transportation and de-
mand for limited supply.

“It came out that only 15 per-
cent of African Americans had
access. So [physicians] worked
on that. Dr. Timothy Quinn
and other physicians followed
up with the African-American
Legacy Physician Event to ed-
ucate the public to encourage
them to take the vaccine.”

Brunson added that there
were conversations with Dr.
Jerry Young and other pastors
to encourage their congrega-
tions to get vaccinated. This

Childress

pool of pastors stated that they
motivated the people, but addi-
tional vaccines were needed.

“We need to continue to work
with local mediums and cam-
paign to educate those who are
hesitant,” petitioned Brunson.

Candance Childress, FNP-C,
Jackson Hinds Comprehensive
Health Center, warned that she
no longer recommends that zinc
and vitamin C be used for treat-
ing COVID-19 but preferred
patients to their physicians. For
persons not hospitalized or di-
agnosed with COVID, mono-
clonal antibody treatment is ef-
fective.

St.  Dominic, Mississippi
Baptist Center, University of
Mississippi Medical Center and
Jackson Hinds Comprehensive
Health Center are places to treat
and test patients for COVID-19.

Jackson-Assad  questioned
Michelle Owens, MD, Obstet-
rics and Gynecology, Univer-
sity of Mississippi Medical
Medicine, Prolific Health and
Wellness, regarding the safety
of vaccinations among pregnant
women. “Since the vaccine
came to market, almost 40,000
pregnant women received [it].
In no way is the vaccine harm-
ful during pregnancy. Preg-
nant women are at higher risk
if they’ve not had the vaccine.
[So] we strongly advocate that
pregnant women do receive the
vaccine,” she said.

According to Owens, “If
they would like to be protected
as soon as possible, pregnant
women should be vaccinated
during the first trimester. [Fur-
ther], antibodies that come
[from] the mother can provide
additional protection for [their]
babies. Breast feeding is [a
great mechanism for protec-
tion].”
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Owens

Latonya Washington, MD,
MBA, president of Bluff City
Medical, Society, Internal Med-
icine and Pediatrics, informed
viewers that the Pfizer vaccine
is now available for ages 16 and
up. “There’s an opportunity of
new variants, and we’re look-
ing to see that these vaccines be
released to the young. College
campuses can be a breeding
ground. So we’re trying to keep
our community safe,” noted the
Jacksonian.

“To ensure a better tomorrow
is to get our young people in-
volved through a level of trust.
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Shirley

We have to ensure that we have
access to them and to get them
to disseminate that information
to their peers,” stated Shirley.

Childress told Shirley and
others that to prevent more
deaths, everyone should be-
come fully vaccinated. “[My
family and I] were definitely
impacted with COVID-19.”
She had a fever on March 20,
2020. Two days afterwards, she
had multiple chest pains and
shortness of breath. On May
31 she and her husband were
exposed to someone who was
asymptomatic.
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Washingon

The spouse continued: “My
husband’s  symptoms  pro-
gressed very rapidly. He was
admitted to one of our local
hospitals. He received oxygen
and progressed to ventilation
with kidney failure. All of his
blood supply was wiped out.

In January of this year, Chil-
dress’s husband was cleared tc
return to work. She claimed,
“Today he is 100% recovered.”

In bringing closure, Jackson-
Assad thanked panelists for
sharing their knowledge and
expertise and viewers for their
attendance.
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WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON’S SOUL,
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN

SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE

VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC

ADULTS WANT

TO HEAR!
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A parade for 41 years at New Hope

Dr. Jerry Young and 1st Lady Helen Young
New Hope Church « Jackson, MS « April 25, 2021

PHOTOS BY KEVIN BRADLEY

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE

HCSD actively recruits, retains and
develops highly competent, caring
and student-focused staff

If you are looking to join a team

that provides an engaging and
empowering environment that

= ensures success for all students, we
invite you to join the HCSD 2021-
2022 team today. Call 601 857-5222
and ask for Beverly Hay.
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“Putting Victims First”
Mississippil Department of Corrections

Division of Victim Services

Division of
Victim Serxvices

The Division of Victim Services (DVS) at the Mississippi Department of
Corrections (MDOC) offers a wide range of services to registered victims.

Victims can register with DVS to stay informed regarding any changes to an
offender’s status, to include: releases, transfers, movements, and hearings
before Mississippi State Parole Board. In addition, registered victims will
receive a welcome package with information on the Crime Victim Bill of
Rights as well as the Victim Compensation Fund.

Stay informed. All registrations are confidential.

Contact:

DVS Director: 601-359-5628
Victim Advocate: 601-359-3752
Victim Advocate (Parole): 601-359-5751
MS SAVIN Director: 601-359-5759
Email: victimservices@mdoc.state.ms.us
Visit us on the web: www.mdoc.ms.gov
Or use QR code:

This ad is funded through support from Award #2019-V2-GX-0032 awarded to the Mississippi
Department of Health by the U.S. Department of Justice, Office Against Interpersonal Violence.






