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JSU student
makes American
Idol’s Top 12

Goncalves

By Edelia Dr. Jay Carthan
Contributing Writer

Jackson State University’s stu-
dent and member of the Sonic Boom
of the South, made it to American
Idol’s Top 12 Monday night during
the live show.

DeShawn Goncalves, a JSU music
major, a native of Ohio and a 2019
graduate of East High School, has
won over the judges and America by
making it to another round.

On Monday’s night show, Ameri-
can Idol’s host, Ryan Seacrest, told
Goncalves, “the judges are loving
your growth, and America likes your
growth, too.”

Goncalves credits Jackson State

for making him a better singer.
“When I got to Jackson State, my
music professors told me, ‘Son, I
need you to work on this and work
on this, and it just made me better,”
Goncalves said.

Goncalves received rave reviews
from the judges after his perfor-
mance of Nina Simone’s Feeling
Good which landed him in the next
round.

“This was your best perfor-
mance,” American Idol judge Luke
Bryan told Goncalves. “Watching
your growth is what’s so inspiring

Goncalves
Continued on page 4
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‘I just want my baby
home’ says distraught
mom of unarmed black
man Killed by police

Katie Wright said as officers pulled her son over, he called her. “I heard someone say ‘Daunte, don’t run,

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Correspondent

Katie Wright, the mother of the
20-year-old African American man shot
and killed by police a short distance
from a Minneapolis courtroom where
former cop Derek Chauvin stands tri-
al for the murder of George Floyd, is
searching for answers.

Wright, and a frustrated commu-
nity that still has not wrapped its head
around Floyd’s very avoidable murder,
said there was no reason for officers to
shoot Daunte Wrigh Sr.

y

“My son was 20-years-old,” Katie
Wright reminded journalists and com-
munity members, just hours after her
son’s fatal police encounter.

“He got pulled over for having air
fresheners in the car that I just gave
him,” she forcefully explained. “All he
did was have air fresheners in the car,
and they told him to get out of the car.”

Brooklyn Center police officials
claimed officers pulled Wright over for
a traffic violation.

The incident occurred at about 2 p.m.
in the 6300 block of Orchard Avenue in
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she recalled.

Brooklyn Center.

Police officials said Wright, the fa-
ther of a one-year-old son, had an out-
standing warrant.

When they attempted to arrest him,
Wright retreated inside his vehicle.

“One officer discharged their firearm,
striking the driver, and the vehicle trav-
eled several blocks before striking into
another vehicle,” authorities wrote in a
statement, which failed to address why
police shot the unarmed Wright.

Wright
Continued on page 4

Jackson native, child star heads to college at 14

By Edelia Dr. Jay Carthan
Contributing Writer

Jackson native, Trinitee
Stokes who is a television Dis-
ney child star, is headed to col-
lege at 14 years old.

Stokes is making history as
the youngest student to attend
college at the young age of 14.
The college she was admitted
to has never had a student her
age before.

Stokes graduated high school
with honors and a scholarship.
“Soooooo, I found out mid
school year that I had enough
credits to graduate high school
and with honors. I also have
29 college credits to take with
me:0). As of last month, at age
14, T have been accepted in col-
lege and with a merit scholar-
ship,” Stokes wrote on her

ney Channel sitcom Austin &
Ally, TV Land sitcom Teachers
and was casted as Judy Cooper
on Disney Channel K.C. Un-
dercover.

Stokes’ voice can be heard in
the Disney movie The Princess
and the Fog as Princess Tiana.
She also guest starred on Dis-
ney Junior’s Doc McStuffins.

Stokes has released two
singles, an independent gospel
single entitled Win Now and an
independent pop single entitled
Miss Me.

Stokes is also a fashion de-
signer. She designed a line of
clothes called Designs by Trin-
itee which features colorful,
fun and sparkly clothing for
tween girls which she is often
seen wearing on the red carpet.

When asked what inspiring

Facebook page.

“Y’all, I am so excited and
can’t wait to share with you my
school choice and major. Being
in quarantine wasn’t all bad.
LOL,” Stokes wrote.

Stokes said that she is ex-
cited about starting her college
career at an early age. “It is ex-
citing. I will be the youngest

Stokes

person to attend and be admit-
ted at the age of 14, so that’s
really cool.”

The American child actress,
singer and fashion designer
plans to major in political com-
munications with a minor in
public diplomacy.

Stokes is keeping it tight
lip on which college she is at-
tending. Her parents are proud
products of HBCUs. Her father,
Taronta Stokes, is a graduate of
thee Jackson State University.
Her mother, Kia Stokes is a
graduate of the historical Tou-

galoo College.

“My mom would tell me if
you make bad grades, you’re
not going to set today. So that
helped me make all A’s and
B’s,” Stokes said.

The young Hollywood ac-
tress plays Tamika on ABC’s

Mixed-ish. Stokes has been
acting since she was three years
old starting out at local theaters.
Her first major acting role was
in the 2014 feature film, Tempt-
ing Fate.”

She has appeared in several
television shows including Dis-

words she has for young peo-
ple, Stokes said, “I would say to
find what makes you passionate
and go after it. All things really
are possible with God.”

Watch Stokes on ABC Mixed-
ish Tuesdays at 9:30/8:30 cen-
tral. Follow her on all social
media at Trinitee Stokes for her
college announcement.

Girl Scouts 2021 West
Jackson Service Unit
celebrate their high
school seniors
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Former City Council
Representative succumbs

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

Former City Council Repre-
sentative Frank Bluntson, 85,
succumbed Tuesday at his home
where he was being cared for in
home hospice.

Bluntson served two terms on
the Jackson City Council repre-
senting Ward 4 from 2005-2013.
He was well-known throughout
the community.

On July 13, 2017 the Jackson
Police Department, during their
weekly ComStat meeting, hon-
ored Bluntson with a lifetime
achievement award. The award
was presented by then Police
Chief Lee Vance. He said Blunt-
son was well known for raising
money for senior citizens to eat
during the holidays.

Mayor Chokwe Lumumba
stated during the awards cer-
emony, “His name is embedded
in the history of our state.”

Senator Hillman Frazier,
Mississippi  District 27, and
Bluntson resided in the same
neighborhood. When asked by
The Mississippi Link to make a
statement regarding his passing
Frazier said, “What I most ad-
mired about former Councilman
Bluntson is he always kept the
community at heart. He enjoyed
providing baskets to the needy
and senior citizens during the
Christmas and Thanksgiving
holidays.”

At this time, arrangements are
incomplete.

Bluntson

Then Jackson Chief Lee Vance presents award to Bluntson while Mayor Lu-
mumba looks on.

Justices to hear Mississippi
marijuana initiative arguments

By Emily Wagster Pettus
Associated Press

The Mississippi Supreme
Court is set to hear arguments
Wednesday in a lawsuit that
challenges the state initiative
process and seeks to block de-
velopment of a medical mari-
juana program.

Voters in November ap-
proved Initiative 65, which
requires the state Health De-
partment to establish a medi-
cal marijuana program by the
middle of this year.

A lawsuit by Madison Mayor
Mary Hawkins Butler is trying
to block the program by argu-
ing that Mississippi’s initiative
process is outdated and Initia-
tive 65 should not have been on
the ballot.

The state constitution says
petitioners must gather an equal
number of signatures from five
congressional  districts  that
Mississippi used during the
1990s. The state dropped from
five congressional districts to
four after the 2000 Census,
but the constitution’s language
about initiatives was not up-
dated. Butler’s lawsuit argues
that this creates a mathemati-
cal impossibility with four dis-
tricts because the constitution
still specifies that no more than
one-fifth of the signatures may
come from any single district.

In papers filed Dec. 28, state
attorneys argued that Missis-
sippi has two sets of congres-
sional districts — one set used

Butlers

for congressional elections and
one set used for other purposes.

Butler opposed Initiative 65
because it limits a city’s abil-
ity to regulate the location of
medical marijuana businesses.

The Health Department, the
Mississippi Municipal League
and some others have filed
briefs supporting Butler’s law-
suit. The Health Department
argued that Initiative 65 seeks
to transform the department
“into something it is not,” even
as the department is stretched
because of the coronavirus
pandemic.

Health Department officials
have been working to create a

medical marijuana program,
even as the legal fight over the
initiative continues.

During the legislative ses-
sion that recently ended, the
Senate tried to create rules for
a state medical marijuana pro-
gram, but the House defeated
the effort. Republican Sen.
Kevin Blackwell of DeSoto
County said the proposal was
a backstop to have a program
in place in case the Supreme
Court agrees with Butler and
invalidates Initiative 65. But
supporters of Initiative 65
balked at the Senate’s proposal,
saying they saw it as an attempt
to usurp the will of the voters.
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Girl Scouts 2021 West Jackson Service
Unit celebrate their high school seniors

By India Fuller
Jackson State University Intern

The Girl Scouts of several
troops were praised and hon-
ored during a virtual celebra-
tion of motivation, feedback
and words of wisdom platform,
April 12. Community troop
leaders and graduating high
school seniors were recognized
and acknowledged for their
outstanding accomplishments,
contributions to the Girl Scout
organization and for their future
plans as young adults entering
the college world.

They opened up with their
Girl Promise and Girl Scout
Law, a well-known tradition
at the beginning of Girl Scout
meetings and events.

Five young ladies from vari-
ous west Jackson troops were
asked to give their names, troop
numbers, high schools, plans
for their future endeavors and
favorite experiences in the Girl
Scout organization.

Scouts were from local high
schools that included Callaway,
Clinton, Wingfield and Rich-
land. The girls have made com-
mitments to colleges and have
made their preferences known.

Alexis Moncure, Clinton
High School senior, Troop 5576
led by Teresa Williams, plans to
go to Hinds Community Col-
lege for two years and finish
at Jackson State University
majoring in criminal justice.
Her favorite memory was her
community service at Stew Pot.
Moncure stated she learned the
value of sisterhood and friend-

GIRL SCOUTS

ship while in the Girl Scouts.
“My Girl Scout mates were
like sisters to me that I never
thought I would have. I will al-
ways have a relationship with
them 10-20 years from now and
I will always cherish that,” said
Moncure.

Ja’Miraca Hicks, Wingfield
High School senior, Troop
5351 led by Jackie Hampton
and Mary Fisher, plans to at-
tend Jackson State University
and major in pre-med biology
and nursing. Hicks’ favorite
memory was their trip to Or-
ange Beach, Alabama. She
enjoyed her time on the beach
while bonding with her Girl
Scout sisters. “We were eating
sandwiches and sand was flying
everywhere, that my favorite
memory.” Hicks learned about
fundraising and its importance
and money management skills
while in Girl Scouting.

Madison Terrell, Richland
High School senior, Troop
5149 led by Cassandra Stovall,
plans to attend Jackson State
University this fall majoring in
psychology and wants a career
as a therapist. Terrell loved the
Girl Scouts convention trip to
Mobile Alabama as well as the

Virtual meeting of Girl Scouts West Jackson Service Unit with troop leaders and scouts, April 12.

community service. She en-
joyed helping out at the Susan
B. Center and the Juvenile Dia-
betes Walk. “One thing 1 will
miss is being able to be with
my Girl Scout sisters and my
troop leader. They have been
really helpful along the way,”
said Terrell.

Tiara Jackson, Richland High
School senior, Troop 5149 led
by Peggy King and Cassandra
Stovall, will be attending East
Central Community College
this fall and is going to finish
at Southern Miss. She wants
to major in communications
and Spanish. “I’ve learned net-
working with others. When I
first started out in Girl Scouts I
was very shy, now I am super

talkative. I learned how to com-
municate and present myself
when I am talking to people.”
One thing Jackson said she
is going to miss was going to
Girl Scout camp. Her favorite
memory was the convention in
Mobile, Ala.

M’Kaylan Woods, Calloway
High School senior, Troop 5120
led by LeKeisha Bland and Hil-
dred Woods, is applying to mul-
tiple colleges and so far has been
accepted at Mississippi State
University. Woods shared that
Girl Scouts taught her leader-
ship and friendship.“One of my
favorite things was the meet-
ings, getting to know new peo-
ple, making new friendships and
sometimes leading meetings.”

A take away from the over-
all group of girls was the love
for the organization. They val-
ued the knowledge received
from their families churches,
troop leaders and the fellow
girls in their troops, referred to
as sisters. The girls shared ex-
periences with the Girl Scout
organization with such words
as leadership, friendship, net-
working, communication and
values.

However, sisterhood was a
common denominator for all
the girls sharing their experi-
ences and being the most shared
as a common ground for all.

Parents and troop leaders
gave cach girl words of en-
couragement, kind expressions

and advice. These words, al-
though specific for each girl in
the troop, were beneficial to all
the girls and could be applied in
their walks of life.

Troop leaders provided rec-
ommendations and words of
wisdom such as focus, set
goals, keep prayer in your life,
hold yourself up, be a good per-
son, help others and do not be
afraid to be risk takers.

Troop leader Cassandra
Stovall said, “West Jackson Ser-
vice Unit is proud of our high
school seniors. Our Girl Scout
leaders have instilled in them
a courageous and confident
character. They are position-
ing themselves to “make our
world a better place” through
their faith and career choices.
Our Girl Scout Village is open
to their service to help the next
generation of Girl Scouts.”

Peggy King-James informed
the girls to be on the look out
for contributions in the form of
checks from the West Jackson
Service Unit. The seniors also
received gift baskets from their
individual troops containing
items needed for college.

The West Jackson Service
Unit is comprised of 13 Troops
helping girls to be great leaders.

James also encouraged the
girls to read and to be good
with money. She recommended
a bestselling author and book:
Get Good with Money by Tif-
fany Aliche.

In conclusion, one parent
troop leader said it best, “Be
you and be beautiful.”
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Terry High School:
Chemistry Teacher
Math Teacher
History Teacher

Raymond High School:
Social Studies/Coach
Gary Road Elementary:

If you are looking to join a team that provides an engaging
and empowering environment that ensures success for all
students, we invite you to join the HCSD 2021-2022 team
today (Call 601-857-5222 and ask for Beverly Hay).

Guidance Counselor

For the past month, | have had an opportunity to organize and volunteer with
the Hinds County School District and South Hinds Rotary Club Hygiene Drive
project. The purpose of the drive was to donate personal hygiene and hygiene
items to senior men of Autumn Light Care Home, an assisted living facility
located in Terry, Mississippi.

As a volunteer, | was charged with sharing the information with the student body
along with setting up donation drop-off locations. In addition, | share the drive
information on my personal social-media account, and | encouraged my family
and friends to share the information with the public to increase public awareness

SPED Positions:
All Locations

Raymond Elementary:

English Teacher
Math Teacher

donation.

Giving back to the community makes me feel that | am doing the right thing and
that | should help people who are less fortunate than me. The fulfilling feeling of
giving back and contributing to society is a great way to know your community
and its citizens. Building this type of relationship gives everyone faith in believing
there are still good people in the world. Volunteering will give you the opportunity
to meet people from different places. — Anessa Dixon

Hinds County School District Weekly Update

ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE

HCSD actively recruits, retains and develops highly
competent, caring and student-focused staff

Utica Elementary/Middle School:
Elementary Teacher K-2

Byram Middle School:

Math Teacher
ELA Teacher

Terry High School senior learns the true meaning of volunteering

and donations. Alongside with that, | work with my Girl Scout Troop 5841 to
gather additional hygiene items. | also purchase some hygiene items for the
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Wright

Continued from page 1

A female passenger in Wright’s vehicle reportedly suf-
fered non-life-threatening injuries.

“People in the Twin Cities, especially young black peo-
ple, are outraged by the police killing of Daunte Wright,”
Mel Reeves, the Minnesota Spokesman-Recorder editor,
declared.

The Spokesman-Recorder, one of the 230 African
American-owned newspapers and media companies rep-
resented by the National Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion (NNPA), has continued to cover the trial of Chauvin,
who faces multiple counts of murder in the death of
Floyd last May.

“Wright was unarmed, and there is no apparent or logi-
cal reason why Brooklyn Center police would have shot
him during a traffic stop,” Reeves remarked.

Katie Wright said as officers pulled her son over, he
called her. “I heard someone say ‘Daunte, don’t run,’”
she recalled.

Wright said her son’s girlfriend answered the phone
when she called back.

“He got out of the car, and his girlfriend said they shot
him,” Wright uttered as her voice trailed. “He got back

in the car, and he drove away and crashed, and now he’s
dead on the ground. Nobody will tell us anything. No-
body will talk to us. I asked them to please take my son
off the ground, he’s been there since 1:47 this afternoon.”

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz said he would closely moni-
tor the situation as National Guard troops arrived to quell
potential conflict between police and a still-on-edge
community.

“Gwen and I are praying for Daunte Wright’s family as
our state mourns another life of a black man taken by law
enforcement,” the governor tweeted.

As frustrated individuals from the community shout-
ed and chanted their displeasure with police, officers
donned riot gear, fired flashbangs, and sprayed chemicals
on protestors who marched toward the Brooklyn Center
Police Department headquarters.

“He was only 20 years old, and he didn’t deserve to
be shot and killed like this,” Katie Wright demanded. “I
don’t want all of this, all of this. I just want my baby
home. That’s all I want is I want him to be home. I don’t
want everybody out here chanting and screaming, yell-
ing, I just want him home, that’s it.”

Is America failing
millennials and
Generation Z

By Stephanie Myers and Jan Perry
www.blackwomenforpositivechange.org

During the last two weeks of March and first
week of April 2021, Americans were shocked
with alarming news of mass shootings and
violent attacks in Atlanta, Georgia, Boulder
Colorado, Washington, D.C. and York County,
South Carolina. Out of the 20 mass shootings
and violent attacks since March 1, one very
distressing element stands out — a number of
the attacks were carried out by GenZ’s (14-24
years) and Millennials (25-38 years), from di-
verse racial groups and regions of the United
States.

For example, on April 7, 2021, in York
County, South Carolina, 32 year old Millennial
and former NFL Player Philip Adams commit-
ted a mass shooting of a renowned local doc-
tor, his wife, grandchildren and two workers.
Early reports say Adams, who later committed
suicide, suffered from football related brain
concussions. On April 2 in Washington, D.C.,
25 year old Millennial Noah Green rammed
his car into two Capitol Hill officers and killed
one of the officers, and injured the other.

Reports from his family indicate Noah was
suffering from prescription drug use, paranoia
and depression. He was killed at the scene of
the violence. On March 18, 21 year old GenZ
Robert Aaron Long, killed eight Asian spa
workers and their customers, at massage par-
lors in Georgia. He claimed sex addiction as
a reason for his behavior. And on March 22
in Boulder, Colorado, 21 year old Ahmad Al
Aliwi Alissa, killed ten people at a grocery
store. His relatives and schoolmates say Aliwi
was bullied in school for being Muslim and
retaliated with anger.

These four young men who perpetrated
violence were from diverse racial groups, and
in different regions of the country. But, what
they had in common was they were either Mil-
lennials or GenZ’s who were obviously suf-
fering from serious mental health issues. What
was being done to help them? Where were
their parents, mentors, faith leaders, aunts,
uncles, social workers, colleagues, etc.? Did
they have trained support or, were they deal-
ing with their crisis mostly alone?

Generation X and Baby Boomers in Amer-
ica have to stop being self-absorbed and start
paying attention to depressed GenZ and Mil-
lennial individuals. According to the 2019 US
Census reports, these groups now make up
the largest age-based demographic groups in
the United States. These young people know
how and where to purchase guns, how to make
guns using 3D technology — known as ghost
guns and they are strongly influenced by video
games, violent movies, aggressive sports and
even aggressive relatives who commit domes-
tic violence.

Research by the Anne Casey Foundation
finds that GenZ’s are suffering from high lev-
els of depression, and this must be taken seri-
ously. Plus, they are impacted by the killings
of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Armaud Ar-
bery, many more black men and women.

But, how can Generation X and Baby
Boomers help Millennials and GenZ’s who
are suffering from anxiety, Covid-lockdowns,
student debt, job loss and other societal fac-
tors? Since taking office, President Joe Biden
is starting to focus on these issues. On April
8, 2021, the president and Attorney General
Merrick Garland, announced a series of ex-
ecutive orders designed to stop violence and
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COMMENTARY

promote violence prevention. Their plan will
target grants for communities, to mobilize
violence prevention programs. These actions
are to be applauded but, it is important that the
programs be implemented effectively, with
feedback from affected communities of color.

Black Women for Positive Change, a nation-
al multi-cultural, inter-generational network
of women and Good Brothers, has sponsored
ten (10) years of Annual Weeks of Non-Vi-
olence. During those years, we have heard a
multitude of stories from participants about
causes of violence, depression and anxiety. We
have found that many GenZs and Millennials
suffer from lack of parenting, mentorship and
productive, engaging activities. We have also
found stigmatization of mental health and fear
of families of color to seek help for disturbed
youth. In addition, our outreach informs us
that Millennials and GenZs complain about
lack of opportunities and dreams for their fu-

Goncalves

Continued from page 1

for us as judges.”

The iconic Lionel Richie was touched. “First of all, let me just tell
you from all of us that sing, the hardest thing in the world is a cold start,
meaning it’s all you. You handled that with such control. You handled
that like a pro. You owned the piano as well,” Richie said in response to
Goncalves’ performances.

“Selling you behind that piano is one step, selling you in front of the
piano is another level in your career. Congratulations, my friend.”

American Idol judge Katy Perry called Goncalves’ performance “next
level.”

“Never stop striving to achieve your dreams. One of mine just came
true,” Goncalves wrote on Instagram after winning his golden ticket to
Hollywood.

“Lionel Richie told me to just be myself and I’ll be fine and that’s
what I’'m doing. So I’m going to trust in him, trust in God and trust in
myself to carry me through,” Goncalves said in an interview.

Mississippi native Hannah Everhart from Canton, made it to the Top
24 but was eliminated.

Catch American Idol Sundays and Mondays 8/7 central.

To support Gonsalves, vote at Americanldol.com/Vote or on the Amer-
ican Idol App or text 7 to 21523.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

T T T
YUSEF FITZGERALD -
HINDS COMMUNITY. COLLEGE

Yusef Fitzgeald named Mississippi Junior College Coach of the
Year. Read story in next week'’s issue.

COVID-19

Get the facts
about the
COVID-19 vaccine.
AARP has the

latest information.

AARP is working to protect Americans 50+ by making sure you have
the latest information you need about the COVID-19 vaccines and
the distribution plans in Mississippi.

tures. Find out who's eligible for the vaccine, when and where vaccines will

Therefore, it is important for the Biden Ad-
ministration to factor in the need for “Oppor-
tunities” in violence prevention programs to
assist youth with overcoming the obstacles
of the Covid-19 pandemic, job loss, single
headed households under pressures, and other
issues. New approaches are needed to provide
GenZs and Millennials with opportunities to
move forward, overcome obstacles and have
productive, positive lives.

Dr. Stephanie Myers/Washington, DC, is
National co-chair, Black Women for Positive
Change, and Jan Perry/Los Angeles, CA., is
chair, Social Action Committee, Black Women
for Positive Change. www.blackwomenfor-
positivechange.org

be available and what you need to discuss with your doctor before
you decide.

Just visit our website to get the most up-to-date information
available about your vaccine options.

Learn more about COVID-19 vaccine
availability and distribution at

aarp.org/msvaccine

facebook.com/AARPMS | @AARPMS | aarp.org/M5

Paid for by AARP.
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High court won’t block
Mississippi school
disparity lawsuit

By Emily Wagster Pettus
Associated Press

The U.S. Supreme Court said
Thursday it will not get involved,
for now, in a lawsuit that says
Mississippi allows grave dispari-
ties in funding between predom-
inantly black and predominantly
white schools.

Southern Poverty Law Center
sued the state in 2017 on behalf
of low-income black women
who said their children and other
black children attended schools
that were in worse condition and
had lower academic performance
than some wealthier, predomi-
nantly white schools.

U.S. District Judge William
H. Barbour dismissed the suit in
2019. A three-judge panel of the
5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
revived it in April 2020.

Mississippi  officials, includ-
ing Gov. Tate Reeves and state
Superintendent of Education
Carey Wright, asked the full
appeals court to reconsider the
ruling by the three-judge panel.
The appeals court voted 9-8 in
December to reject that request.
The state then asked the Supreme
Court to get involved.

Barbour, who died early this
year, had said in 2019 that state
officials were immune from be-
ing sued. The appeals court panel
said sovereign immunity “is not

limitless” and people may sue
a state as long as the suit seeks
changes going forward and not
compensation for past practices.

The Supreme Court’s order
Thursday said there are other
grounds for dismissal of the law-
suit that have not been resolved at
the district court level. The case
has been reassigned to U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Henry T. Wingate.

One of the attorneys represent-
ing the families, Will Bardwell,
said of Thursday’s decision: “It’s
a very strong indication that the
Supreme Court is going to allow
the case to move forward.”

The lawsuit said Mississippi
has been violating a federal law
that allowed the state to rejoin
the union after the Civil War.
The 1870 law said Mississippi
could not change its 1868 state
constitution in a way to deprive
any citizen of “school rights and
privileges.” The state now has a
constitution that was adopted in
1890 and has been amended sev-
eral times.

“From 1890 until the present
day, Mississippi repeatedly has
amended its education clause and
has used those amendments to
systematically and deliberately
deprive African Americans of
the education rights guaranteed
to all Mississippi schoolchildren
by the 1868 Constitution,” the

lawsuit said.

The Mississippi attorney gen-
eral’s office argued in court pa-
pers in 2018 that the plaintiffs
were seeking to “refashion” the
1870 federal law “into a contort-
ed federal mandate that would
place the State of Mississippi in
a straitjacket so far as the edu-
cational provisions of the state’s
Constitution are concerned.”

The plaintiffs’ children in
2017 were attending elementary
schools that were 95% black and
where 95% of students were re-
ceiving free or reduced price
lunches — an indicator of poverty.

The suit said that fewer than
11% of students at their chil-
dren’s schools were proficient
in reading and math, and the
schools had a D rating from
the state. They contrasted that
to three higher-income, mostly
white schools in Madison Coun-
ty, DeSoto County and Gulfport,
where more than 65% of students
were proficient in reading and
math and the schools had an A
rating.

The lawsuit also said that
schools attended by the plain-
tiffs’ children had wet ceilings,
chipping paint and inexperienced
teachers, compared to the other
schools with extensive resources
and extracurricular activities and
experienced teachers.
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198,000 Mississippians are
eligible for zero-dollar plans
through HealthCare.gov

Mississippi Link Newswire

The U.S. Department of
Health and Human Servic-
es (HHS) Secretary Xavier
Becerra announced recently
that 198,000 Mississippians are
eligible for zero-dollar plans
through HealthCare.gov due
to the American Rescue Plan
signed by President Biden on
March 11. About 97,000 cur-
rent enrollees and 101,000 un-
insured adults can sign up for
quality health coverage with no
monthly premiums. Addition-
ally, 102,000 current enrollees
and 119,000 uninsured adults
are eligible for low-premium
plans.

“We’re delivering lower
health care costs to more Mis-
sissippians because everyone
deserves access to quality, af-
fordable health care. Today,
help is here — and people who
are eligible for tax credits can
start saving money on their
health insurance premiums
thanks to the American Res-
cue Plan,” said HHS Secretary
Xavier Becerra. “We have al-
ready seen more than half a
million Americans nationwide
gain quality affordable health
care coverage through Presi-
dent Biden’s Special Enroll-
ment Period. We are encourag-
ing uninsured Mississippians
and current Marketplace en-
rollees to visit HealthCare.

gov to see if they qualify for
enhanced financial assistance
to purchase quality, affordable
health coverage.”

The American Rescue Plan
increased tax credits avail-
able to millions of consumers,
reducing premiums and giv-
ing consumers access to af-
fordable, quality health care
coverage. An average of 3 out
of 5 eligible uninsured Ameri-
cans can access zero-dollar
plans after advance payments
of premium tax credits and
an average of 4 out of 5 cur-
rent HealthCare.gov consum-
ers will be able to find a plan
for $10 or less per month after
advance payments of premium
tax credits.

President Biden opened ac-
cess to an SEP on HealthCare.
gov through August 15 due to
the continuing COVID-19 Pub-
lic Health Emergency, allow-
ing consumers to sign up for a
health insurance plan outside
of the yearly Open Enrollment
Period. More than 500,000
Americans have already signed
up for health coverage on
HealthCare.gov under the SEP.

Nearly 15 million Ameri-
cans who currently lack health
insurance and many current
enrollees are eligible to receive
additional financial support in
obtaining Marketplace cover-
age as part of the American

Rescue Plan. Recent reports
show gains in enrollment
among historically uninsured
communities, including black
consumers and individuals
near the poverty level. Of ap-
plicants who identified a race,
17% identified as black — com-
pared to about 11% in both
2020 and 2019 during the same
time period. Among consum-
ers requesting financial assis-
tance, 41% report being at or
slightly above the federal pov-
erty level, compared to 38% in
2020 and 33% in 2019.

Consumers who want to en-
roll in coverage and see if they
qualify for more affordable
premiums can visit Health-
Care.gov or CuidadoDeSalud.
gov to view 2021 plans and
prices and, if eligible, enroll
in a plan that best meets their
needs.

Consumers can call the Mar-
ketplace Call Center at 1-800-
318-2596, which provides as-
sistance in over 150 languages.
TTY users can call 1-855-889-
4325. Consumers can also find
a local assister or agent/broker
in their area by visiting: https://
localhelp.healthcare.gov.

Eligible consumers can ap-
ply through HealthCare.gov
through August 15, 2021, to
gain access to the Special En-
rollment Period to change or
update their plan choices.
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Black males and
police encounters

By Dr. John E. Warren
Publisher, The San Diego Voice
& Viewpoint Newspaper

While many of us are re-
living the murder of George
Floyd through the trial of
Derek Chauvin for his mur-
der, we are getting constant
reminders that police abuse
and murder of black men and
women continues with no lessons learned.
Sunday’s “murder” of Daunte Wright in
Brooklyn Center, Minnesota, should never
have happened over a traffic stop or any
nonviolent police encounter. Add to that
the graphic video of the black/Latino Army
officer being abused and pepper sprayed
because he questioned why he was being
stopped and taken out of his car at gunpoint
and hollered at, all of it over a license plate.

It appears that since Rodney King’s beat-
ing with “nightsticks,” the replacement
order of the day is shoot to kill if it’s a
black man or woman. It also appears that
in spite of all the marches, demonstrations,
media coverage of such shootings as well
as wrongful death lawsuits, law enforce-
ment still feel justified in its treatment and
murder of black people. Clearly there is no
national sense of change in attitudes, but
rather an increase in police hostility. Since
the police don’t intend to change their at-
titude toward us, we must change our at-
titude during such police encounters.

Black men and women must live through
police encounters to fight another day.
Clearly, from what we have heard and seen
from video of such encounters, survival of
such police contact depends on our abil-
ity to not ask questions and do as we are
told, no matter how wrong and inhumane
or offensive the instructions from such of-
ficers. We must remember that the idea is
to cause escalation of the encounter so that
the initial cause of the contact gets replaced
with a more serious charge of disobeying a
police officer leading up to resisting arrest
if one questions the reason for the stop or
contact.

We must remember that the police are
intentionally rude and disrespectful, with
the aim at provoking resistance to police
directives such as “get on the ground,”
which is offensive and unnecessary. We
have also seen cases such as Philando Cas-
tile, in Minnesota, who told the police he
had a gun and carry permit, but was still
shot while sitting in his car with his fiancee
and baby. We must remember that all re-
sistance, questioning of reasons for stops,
or any comments other than “Yes” and, or
“No” can lead to death. Any sudden move-
ments, reaching for or holding a cell phone,
which already caused one black man his
life while standing in his own garage, can
cause death.

Let’s live to fight back, no matter what
the insult. Then, we can begin to win.

The politics
of exclusion
are taking
over our count

By James B. Ewers Jr.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio

\ Must everything we do have
‘1 a political slant to it? Must ev-
ery word we say have a politi-
cal vent to it? Must we always
take sides?
w| 1 rise each morning wonder-
ing when this nightmare of ex-
clusionary confusion will be over. When will
common sense and not political sense be the
call of the day?

Here are just a few examples of how poli-
tics have risen to unprecedented highs.

The pandemic has been with us for over a
year now. Even after COVID-19 was called a
pandemic, there were those who minimized
it and skirted around the problem. They were
playing politics with it.

Debra Hunter last week was ordered to
serve 30 days in jail, pay a $500 fine, and
have a mental health examination and an-
ger management. She coughed in the face
of a cancer survivor. This incident happened
last year. The victim, Heather Sprague, was
wearing a mask.

At last, we were able to get a vaccine.
However, it was slow to be distributed. Some
states received it faster than other states.
Why? They were playing the political game.

In November, we had one of the most con-
tentious elections in modern day history. Our
system was tested but it prevailed. Election
boards and the courts said that it was a fair
election. Not everyone thought that was the
case. As a result, the term “big lie” came to
be.

The “big lie” was that the election was
stolen and that fraud took place. This lie has
been spread throughout the country. It is a
part of the American landscape. There is un-
fortunately a segment of the population that
carries this “big lie” around with them every
day.

The January 6 insurrection on our na-
tion’s Capitol was a result of the “big lie.”
Lives were lost and our country was rocked
to its core. This event did not have to hap-
pen. It happened because evil people with
evil minds played political games with our
beloved country.

Just weeks ago, Georgia Governor Brian
Kemp signed into law legislation that will
weaken the voting rights of people of color.
The law is shrouded in ill-gotten gains. It
won’t last long.

Now, we have folks walking around with
no masks and too close together. This is af-
ter hearing masks work and social distancing
does too. These are the people who do not
think the pandemic is real and have no need
for the vaccine. They are immersed in their
own way of wayward thinking.

Families across America have now re-
ceived the stimulus checks. Obviously, these
checks are to help us and the economy get
back on its feet. Are some families misusing
the stimulus checks because of the categories
they fall into and the amount of money they
get? Yes, there are families that are misusing
the stimulus system.

For example, if you have a job, do not
quit your job for the temporary relief that
you receive from this check. These checks
are called stimulus checks, not permanent
checks. If you do, you are doing just what
some people said you were going to do. Do
not sit at home when you can be working.

The political climate in this country is
unhealthy. The blame game is ever-present.
We blame each other for what goes wrong.
Yet we do not have gratitude when things go
well.

Do not engage in sideways thinking. Be
a part of the solution. Be on the right side
of history. It will take all of us working to-
gether to make America an America for all
Americans.

Do not play the political game.

Hate is Hate
Regardless of the Color

H Ralph Samuels Jr.

So you say you have a problem with the color of my skin...
But have you ever given thought....of the skin that “you’re” in?

There’s got to be much more than you hating on “one’s’’color
Must be deeper for some reason why you despise your other brother.

Do you realize you are akin to the ones you treat like mud?
And even though our pigments vary, inside we all are just one blood.

We were all made in God’s image, who created heaven and earth.
And though we may have different hues,
To Him we all have the “same” worth.

So when I hear about a crime affecting any community;
It’s not the color but the hate, that we really need to see.

Whether the crime is black on black, or the perpetrator’s white.....
Whether an Asian or an Indian,
Hate is hate and it ain’t right.

So we need to check ourselves before we get all out of whack...
Hating someone because of color is very childish, that’s a fact.

It’s like having a box a crayons, and you need the color blue....
But instead your sky is orange, cause the black child used blue too.

..... or you need the color green, cause the grass needs to be right.
But instead it winds up purple, cause green was touched by someone white.

Maybe my analogy is kinda crazy, and my view a little extreme...
But this is exactly how we act, because our hearts are very mean.

Is our color really the issue, or an excuse we like to make?
The problem is “sin” deep in our hearts, it is real and it’s not fake.

What is fake is how we “‘act™...like, “we really are not racists,”
Sports, government, the business world, even the church of all places.

Until we have a change of heart, and see people the way God does....
We will always succumb to hate, and never express or experience His love.

Too many blacks are being killed, too many deaths among Caucasians,
Too many lives are being lost, now we’re counting up the Asians...

We may not all talk alike, our politics may not be the same;
We may live in different neighborhoods,
and not enjoy the same kind of games

We may vary in economics, some are rich, and some are poor;
Our education levels may be different, and there is “oh” so much more...

What we really need to do, is consider our common fate....
What will we say to God when we stand at heaven’s gate?

“Lord don’t put me on the westside....too many blacks are over there”
“Lord I can’t live on the east side....those folks skin is too white and fair”
“Lord I can’t go on the Northside....there’s way too many Asians”
“And Lord, the south side just won’t do...the Latinos cook for every occasion.

Another crazy analogy?
Think real hard before you speak
Cause if you think you’re getting in heaven
You won’t even get a peek.....

The Bible makes it plain, this is where we all must start.
Trust in the Lord Jesus Christ cause only the pure in heart shall see God.

We must learn to live together, and show God’s love to one another
So remember Hate is Hate....it doesn’t matter what the color.

©2020 H Ralph Samuels, Jr.
‘The Name Inspires The Pen’



HEALTH

www.mississippilink.com

APRIL 15 - 21, 2021

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK « 7

US recommends ‘pause’ for J&J

shots in blow to vaccine drive

By Zeke Miller, Lauran Neergaard
and Matthew Perrone
Associated Press

The U.S. Tuesday recom-
mended a “pause” in using the
single-dose Johnson & John-
son COVID-19 vaccine to in-
vestigate reports of rare but
potentially dangerous blood
clots, setting off a chain reac-
tion worldwide and dealing a
setback to the global vaccine
campaign.

The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and the
Food and Drug Administration
announced that they were in-
vestigating unusual clots that
occurred 6 to 13 days after
vaccination. The acting FDA
commissioner said she expect-
ed the pause to last a matter of
days.

The decision triggered swift
action in Europe and elsewhere
as the drugmaker and regula-
tors moved to halt the use of
the J&J vaccine, at least for
now. Hundreds of thousands of
doses of the vaccine were due
to arrive in European coun-
tries this week. The European
Union has been plagued by
supply shortages, logistical
problems and concerns over
unusual blood clots in a small
number of people who received
the AstraZeneca vaccine.

Any slowdown in the dis-
semination of the shots could
have broad implications for
the global vaccination effort.
The J&J vaccine held immense
promise because its single-
dose regimen and relatively
simple storage requirements
would make it easier to use, es-
pecially in less affluent coun-
tries.

The clots occurred in veins
that drain blood from the brain
and occurred together with
low platelets, the fragments in
blood that normally form clots.
All six cases were in women
between the ages of 18 and 48.
One person died, and all of the
cases remain under investiga-
tion.

More than 6.8 million doses
of the J&J vaccine have been
given in the U.S., the vast ma-
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The FDA said the cases un-
der investigation appear simi-
lar to the clots that European
authorities say are possibly
linked to the AstraZeneca vac-
cine, which is not yet cleared
in the U.S. European regu-
lators have stressed that the
AstraZeneca risk appears to
be lower than the possibility
of developing clots from birth
control pills.

Federally run mass vaccina-
tion sites will pause the use of
the J&J shot, and states and
other providers are expected to
follow. But authorities stressed
they have found no signals of
clot problems with the most
widely used COVID-19 vac-
cines in the U.S. — from Mod-
erna and Pfizer.

“I'd like to stress these
events appear to be extremely
rare. However COVID-19 vac-
cine safety is a top priority,”
acting FDA Commissioner Ja-

conference.

Speaking at a White House
news conference, Dr. Anthony
Fauci, the nation’s top expert
on infectious disease, said the
pause would allow the FDA
and the CDC to investigate the
clotting cases “to try and un-
derstand some of the mecha-
nisms” and “to make physi-
cians more aware of this.”

A CDC committee will meet
Wednesday to discuss the
cases, and the FDA has also
launched an investigation into
the cause of the clots and low
platelet counts.

FDA officials emphasized
that Tuesday’s action was not a
mandate. Doctors and patients
could still use J&J’s vaccine
if they decide its benefits out-
weigh its risks for individual
cases, said Dr. Peter Marks.

The agencies recommend
that people who were given
the J&J vaccine should contact
their doctor if they experience
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pain, leg pain, or shortness of
breath within three weeks.

J&J said in a statement that
it was aware of the reports of
blood clots, but that no link
to its vaccine had been estab-
lished. The company also said
it would delay the rollout of its
vaccine in Europe as a precau-
tion.

U.S. health authorities cau-
tioned doctors against using
a typical clot treatment, the
blood-thinner heparin. “In this
setting, administration of hep-
arin may be dangerous and al-
ternative treatments need to be
given,” the FDA and CDC said.

European authorities inves-
tigating the AstraZeneca cases
have concluded clots appear to
be similar to a very rare ab-
normal immune response that
sometimes strikes people treat-
ed with heparin, leading to a
temporary clotting disorder.

While it’s not clear yet if the
reports among J&J recipients
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these kinds of unusual clots
like they treat people who have
the heparin reaction — with dif-
ferent kinds of blood thinners
and sometimes an antibody
infusion, said Dr. Geoffrey
Barnes, a clot expert at the
University of Michigan.

Even without J&J’s vaccine,
White House officials said
they remain on track to have
enough supplies to vaccinate
most American adults by the
summer.

“We believe there’s enough
vaccine in the system — Mod-
erna and Pfizer — for all Amer-
icans who want to get vacci-
nated by May 31 to do so,” said
Jeff Zients, the White House’s
COVID-19 response coordina-
tor.

Asked if the government
was overreacting to six cases
out of more than 6 million vac-
cinations, the CDC’s Dr. Anne
Schuchat said recommenda-
tions will come quickly.

Because these unusual clots
require special treatment, “it
was of the utmost importance
to us to get the word out,” she
said. “That said, the pandemic
is quite severe and cases are
increasing in lots of places and
vaccination’s critical.”

States and cities swiftly
moved to implement the pause.
New York state Health Com-
missioner Dr. Howard Zucker
said people with Tuesday ap-
pointments for J&J vaccines
at state-run mass vaccination
clinics will instead get the
Pfizer vaccine.

The city of Dallas had
planned to begin an in-home
vaccination program using the
J&J vaccine for homebound or
elderly people. The city said it
will pause the program until
more guidance is released.

The J&J vaccine received
emergency use authorization
from the FDA in late February
with great fanfare. Yet the shot
only makes up a small fraction
of the doses administered in
the U.S. J&J has been plagued
by production delays and man-
ufacturing errors at the Balti-
more plant of a contractor.

Last week, the drugmaker
took over the facility to scale
up production in hopes of
meeting its commitment to the
U.S. government of providing
about 100 million doses by the
end of May.

Only about 9 million of the
company’s doses have been de-
livered to states and are await-
ing administration, according
to CDC data.

The European Medicines
Agency stressed that the ben-
efits of receiving the vaccine
outweigh the risks for most
people. But several countries
have imposed limits on who
can receive the vaccine. Brit-
ain recommended that people
under 30 be offered alterna-
tives.

Associated Press writers
Emily Wagster Pettus, Karen
Matthews, Jill Bleed and Linda
A. Johnson contributed to this
report.
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2006 HOND UCL

THGFATS506L.101029

BixD.
101.
102,
103,

105.
106.
[irR
108,

1o
11,
1.
113.
14.
115,
116,
i7.
I8
19
120.
i21.
122,
123,
124,
125.

INVE  CASE#

25936 19006467
18951 19-042096
28976 19-044783
29005 19049101
29023 19053681
219045 19058072
29048 19055837
29070 19062807
29076 19064574
29083 19066435

29089 19-068304
29104 19070865
29117 19-073333
19126 19071918
1913519074372
219156 19083783
29164 19082473
29254 19103541
29269 19-107297
29305 19113390
19429 19-136502
29436 19-139808
29519 19-152585
29523 19-156181
29583 19-166070
29591 19-161888
29654 19-175589
29678 19178274
29687 19-179148
29735 19-183600
29747 19-184646
29817 20003574
29849 2008804
29858 20-010478
29899 20-016141
29914 20019891
29974 20-025931
29518 19-149661
29655 19-175598
06 20-034006
30015 204031132
30045 20-029621
30071 20045612
40016 20-053388
40017 20053407
40019 20-053764
40030 20054971
40032 20055192
40033 Z0-050540
40034 20052338

40039 20052557
40040 20-056129
40042 20056694
40043 20-056681
40047 20-056919
40061 20057713
40074 20058159
40083 20060383
40088 20062115
40102 20-063976
40109 20-065129
40124 10-067586
40144 204070098
40145 20-070205
40147 20-070751
40156 20071257

YEARMAKEMODEL

1980 GMC C15

2011 TOYT SCIONTC
2002 CHEV AVALANCHE
2004 JAGU XJR

2003 GMC CX1

1997 FORD F15

2011 HYUN ACCE

1994 CHEV GMT

2008 NISS ALTIMA

1963 OLDS DYN

1999 TOYT UVS

2012 TOYT COROLLA
2006 TOYT SIENNA
2007 DODMG: CALIBER
1988 CHEV GC1

1991 TOYT COROLLA
2007 BUIC LAL

2013 FORD ESCAFPE
1990 BASS PAN

2001 LINC TOWN CAR
2005 NISS ALTIMA
2002 NISS ALTIMA
2006 CADI STS

1998 CHEV LUMINA
2002 CHEV IMPALA
2016 TOYT COROLLA
2001 LINC TOWN CAR
2012 CHEY EQUINOX
2004 LINC LLS

2001 MAZD TRIBUTE

VEHICLE
IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER

TCLI4ARS08645
JTKJFSCT6B3016139
IGNECLITI2G15TIS0
SAJEATIBI4TGIO12]
IGKECI6XTAI120518
IFTDFIT6XVECTIEM
KMHCN4ACIBUGORTTT
1GCDCTIRIRELITIN
INAALZIESENSG1524
632C12272

ATIBFISBOXLI300435
SYFRUSEETCPOG0974
STDZAIICI6S532212
IBIHBIEB5TD364403
2GCDCTARAS 1200332
JTZAESTAXM3431029
IGAWDASZIT 1140192
IFMCU9GXEDUB24536
BASSI415199%0
TLNHMSZWS1YS08506
INJALID2SC 166082
INSALIES2C22ETIZ
1GEDWATT460 189544
IGIWLAIMEWY255953
2GIWHSSKA2935283
SYFRURHEMGP3TIATG
TLNHMBIWXIYT06753
2GNALDEKICH119787
TLNHMETATAY 616818
AFZYTS 61 KM3S07H

2003 CHEV TRAILBLAZER 1GNES165036160189

2011 HOND AXL

062 FORD RNG

2006 DODG S0

2007 FORD ESCAPE
2013 DODG CHARGER
2001 FORD EXPLORER
2015 HOND ACCORD
2011 NISS ATS

1994 MAZD 626

2016 DODG DART

2001 GMC SIERRA
2006 CHRY 300

2005 ACUR TL

2012 MERZ. ESD

1004 CHEV TAHO

1997 TOYT CAMR
1003 CHEV IMP

2006 CHRY PT

2012 HOND CIVIC

1999 CHEY AST
1989 FORD F150
1999 CHEV CTA
2004 PONT GRAN
2006 HOND CR-V
1994 MAZTD MPY
2005 MERZ E

2006 FORD CVC
2001 DODG Q15
22 FORDF15
2000 HOND ACCO
207 NISS SENTRA
2007 CHEV DLS
2005 STRN [ON
2006 MERC MONTEGO

2011 FORD CROWN
VICTORIA

IHGCPIFRICALS9295
IFTYRIODX2ZPA40100
1DTHS28C66]127292
IFMCUO3IITEA25545
ICICDXBGSDHARE12
IFMEUSPTIEAG2439
THGCTIBE0FANDAIGS
INJALZAPOBC 1S549S
IYVGEIZCXRSIT48M
1C3CDFAATGDTSE2A3L
IGTECI4WEIL195845
JCIKA4IR16HIT 306
19UV ABE2S5A051314
WDDHFSKBRSCAS48166
IGNECI3Z24R 289663
ATIBFIIRAVU031944
JGIWFS2E4393TTOR2
JIAAFY48BI6TII97H
IHGFR2FSXCHS32000

TIGNDMITWEXE116927
IFTDFISYSKEA22961
IGNECIIR0XJ56T057
2G2IWPS42541265799
SHSRDTAS46L4389T8
JMALVSII9R0629TIE
WDBUFTOJ4SAToEM4
IFAFPTIWSaX 138277
IBTHC13Y 21518592
IFTFWICFaCFARSHS
THGCGS60YA 035600
INIABTAFXHY 400848
1GNDY 230D 37940
IGBAJS2IFOSZ156116
IMEFMA3IX6GE15227
IFABPTBVEBX 143647

126
127.
128,
129,
130.
131.

143

145,
146,
147.
148,
149,
130,
i51.
152,
153.

154

155.
156.
157.

158,
159.

I6l.
162.
163.
164,
165,
166,
167.

168,
165,
170.
171.
172.
173,
174.
175.

176

1.
178,
179.
180,
181.
182
183.
184,
185,
186.

INVE  CASE#

40160 20-071706
40163 20072629
40167 20-073263
40177 20-071761
40181 20-075222
40190 20076574
40193 20-077746
40200 20-078877
40206 20-079601
40209 20-079318
40222 20-081689
40225 20-083032
40227 20-082077
40230 20-082524
40234 20-083060
40236 20-083125
40247 20-084329

40250 20-084737
40252 20-084962
40260 20-086119
40261 20-080588
40276 20-DE9855
40280 20-090083
0287 20-088283
40292 20-093566
40297 20090263
40307 20-097051
40319 20-096839
407323 20-098301
40327 20-095749
40334 20093147
40337 20-100810

40338 20-101001
40340 20-101073
40346 20-101769
40349 20-10199%
40353 20-102330
40360 20-103485
40367 20-103968
40370 20-104573
40372 20-104797
40374 20-105418

40381 20-106587
40390 20-107825
40400 20-109649
40403 20-109683
40420 20-09 3684
40435 20-11439%
40436 20-115578
40443 20-115630
40460 20098820

40465 20-118321
40474 20-120253
40478 20-120550
40483 20-121790
40498 20-122957

ZE311 18-132374
17987 18-080057

L7897

YEARMAKEMODEL

1008 CHEV MALIBU
1002 POLA ATV

013 FORD FSE

2000 NISS ALTIMA
1991 CHEY § TRUCK
1997 BUIC LLF

2003 MERC MAR
2016 HYUN SONATA
1000 CHRY SEBRING
1997 CHEY LUMINA
2010 CHEV ML1

2006 PONT Go

1995 CHEV AST

001 LINC LS

1999 CADI DEVILLE
07 BUIC LUCERNE
004 FORD EXPLORER

2006 TOYT AVALON
2008 CHEV MAL

2003 GMC ENVOY

2011 HYUN SONATA
1999 JEEP LROD

2000 PONT GRAND AM
2005 MISS ALTIMA

24 CHEV AVALANCHE
2005 MERZ F.

2009 FORD FUSION
2002 STRN L20

2005 BUIC LACROSSE
2010 DODG CHARGER
2010 NISS ROGUE

2016 CHEV CRUZE
LIMITED

2004 CHEV MAL

1998 HOND ACCORD
2007 PONT GRAND PRIX
1599 HOND ACCORD
2006 SUZI GEX 1300

1996 NISS GSN

2016 NISS PATHFINDER
1998 TOYT CAMRY

2015 HOND ACCORD
2000 DODG GRAND
CARAVAN

2013 HOND ACCORD
2002 ACUR 32T

2002 CHEV CTA

2005 FORD MUSTANG
2003 FORD WSD

2005 CHRY SEBRING
2005 CHEV IMP

1996 TOYT COA

2006 CHEV MONTE
CARLO

2000 FORD MUSTANG
2006 GMC NEW SIERRA
2007 DODG CLB

2007 FORD F18

2009 MERZ C

GO CART{BLUE/WHITE)
GO CART CT200U

MINI BIKE (REIY

MINI BIKE(RED)

MINI BIKE VIPPER
BAJA(RED)

VEHICLE
IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER

IGIZH5TB184217431
4XABALSCA22662944
IFADPIF22DLATE406
INAALZAPIANAS202S
1GCCTI9ZXM2236323
1GAHRSZEAVIH4ES125
IMEFMT4W2IXT14092
SNPEMAFIGH360523
1C3CCAFBOANIEST]
JGIWLAIMOY 1127639
IGIZCSEATAF 191590
1G2EMIS1964167305
1GBDMISWSSBIS2E09
1ILNHMBTAL1Y 673599
IGEKDE4Y6X1TI2]
1GAHDSTIZTU 27813
IFMZUGKA4UBA6222

ATIBK3GB6AL 116796
1GIZKSTTO8F 159846
IGKDS135352162488
SNPEC4ABIBH22TRON
LI4G2SESAX COI8465
1GINESITTYMSD6938
INGAL1IDGSNAS63TE
JGNEKIZTS4GIT35
WDBUFS2]55X 1659304
JFAHPOTINORIMITES
1GEJUSFIZYSI340
JGAWDSEIZAS1 221004
IBICAICVEAHIITTOL
JNBASSMTIAWT4IS
IGIPCSSHIGT2216%0

1G1ZUS4804F 205080
IHGCGS64TWAD62709
2GIWPS52571110204
IHGCGSH4IXAD11491
JSIGWTIAB62114234
INABU3LDGTCIT6088
SNLARZMMAGC605775
4TIBG2IK6WU285850
IHGCR2FSIFA270930
IBAGP4GIYREISTS

THGCRIF59DA129521
19UUASH622AD3T251
IGNECI3Z12R166191
1ZVHTS2ZHE55102455
IFBSS3ISXIHA4TIIS
1CIELASROENS21147
IGIWFA2EZS9391849
INXBBOZEITZA6195
IGIWIISK269168477

IFAFP4443YF 182057
IGTECI4XT6Z104614
IBIHBE28ROTDIS2950
IFTPWI2VSTKRO225T
WDDGF4X9RO40822

4-1-2021, 4-8-2021, 4-15-2021

Have your content
featured on
WeBelieve TV...
contact us today at
www.webelieve.tv
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LEGAL LEGAL LEGAL

LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that Proposals will be received by the City Clerk of the
City of Jackson, Mississippi until 3:30p.m., Tuesday, April 27, 2021. The City of
Jackson, Mississippi requests proposals from art groups and other community
development groups providing services to the citizens in the City of Jackson.
Financial assistance is available to support arts and community development
activities designed to increase awareness, understanding and appreciation of
the arts and improve the quality of life among the citizens of Jackson. This
solicitation seeks proposals with an emphasis on community exposure, history
and education.

Grant awards offered by the City of Jackson shall only represent supplemental
funding in support of arts projects and community development based projects.
To be eligible for funding, proposing organizations must have verifiable cash
match contributions that equals to at least 50% of project cost.

For the Request for Proposals packet, please contact Beverley Johnson-Dur-
ham at 601 960 0383. All proposal must be sealed and plainly marked on
the outside of the envelope: Proposal for general funds Arts and Community
Based Grants. Proposal packets must be received by the City Clerk’s Office
at City Hall, 219 South President Street by 3:30pm on April 27, 2021. The city
reserves the right to reject any and all proposals.

Request for proposal documents can be downloaded from the City of Jackson
website: www.jacksonms.gov and may be picked up at the City of Jackson
Department of Human and Cultural Services located at 1000 Metrocenter Drive
Suite 101, Jackson MS.

By: Adriane Dorsey-Kidd, Director
Department of Human and Cultural Services

4-8-2021, 4-15-2021, 4-22-2021

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND COMMENT PERIOD
DRINKING WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT

NOTICE is hereby given that the City of Jackson, Mississippi will host a public
hearing to be held in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room of the Hood Build-
ing, 200 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 at 10:00 AM on
Friday, April 30, 2021. The Public Hearing will provide information on its Facili-
ties Plan for the proposed Water Distribution System Improvement Projects at
O.B. Curtis Water Treatment Plant and J.H. Fewell Water Treatment Plant. The
City will be seeking low interest Drinking Water System Improvement Revolving
Loan Fund (DWSIRLF) assistance for Fiscal Year 2021. The impact of the proj-
ect will be improving customer satisfaction and safe, reliable service delivery of
drinking water. Adverse impacts on historical, archaeological, or cultural areas
are not expected, which is certified in the response letter from the Mississippi
Department of Archives and History. The letter from Fish and Wildlife Service
specified that the proposed project does not contain suitable habitat for species
protected under the ESA. The project is necessary to ensure the City of Jack-
son consistently and reliably provide drinking water to its customers. The total
cost of the loan is currently estimated at approximately $ 27,953,300, which is
being sought through the DWSIRLF low-interest loan program. The water dis-
tribution system improvement project is eligible for participating under the State
of Mississippi low-interest DWSIRLF loan program.

The Public Hearing will present a description of the recommended project, esti-
mated costs, as well as the estimated cost per household impact for customers
for the eligible loan. The typical residential customer bill for drinking water is
expected to increase by no more than 1%, assuming that low-interest loans can
be obtained through the DWSIRLF loan program. The purpose of the hearing
is not only to inform but also to seek and gather input from people that will be
affected. Comments and viewpoints from the public are encouraged.

The City of Jackson will begin a public comment period on April 8, 2021. The
comment period will allow citizens to review the proposed Water Distribution
Improvement Projects Facilities Plan and offer additional comments.

A copy of the Water Distribution System Improvements Facilities Plan is avail-
able by email request to Mauricka Mckenzie, PE at admin@cornerstoneenglic.
com. Written comments, suggestions, and questions may be submitted to Mau-
ricka Mckenzie, PE at admin@cornerstoneenglic.com until May 8, 2021.

Charles Williams Jr., PE, PhD
Director of Public Works/City Engineer

4-8-2021, 4-15-2021, 4-22-2021, 4-29-2021

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR TUESDAY,
MAY 4, 2021 AT 10:00 A.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL,
219 S. PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201. IT IS HEREBY
SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS RENAMING OF AMITE STREET FROM GALLA-
TIN STREET TO ROBINSON ROAD TO DR. JOHN M. PERKINS DRIVE. IN
CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING:

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI HONOR-
ARY RENAMING OF AMITE STREET FROM GALLATIN STREET TO ROBIN-
SON ROAD TO DR. JOHN M. PERKINS DRIVE.

4-8-2021, 4-15-2021

LEGAL

Advertisement for Bids
Bid 3177 Child Nutrition Warehouse Food Products
Bid 3178 Child Nutrition Warehouse Paper & Stock Supplies

Sealed bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the Board of Trust-
ees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 (Local Prevailing Time) April
23, 2021, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.
The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive
informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five
calendar days from the date bids are opened

Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge by
emailing Bettie Jones at bjones@jackson.k12.ms.us, or documents may be
picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS website at HYPER-
LINK “http://www.jackson.k12.ms.us” www.jackson.k12.ms.us

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m.
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open,
must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS
39201.

4-8-2021, 4-15-2021

ORDINANCE AMENDING DECENNIAL REDISTRICTING ORDINANCE
APPROVED BY THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL ON SEPTEMBER
4,2012, BY CHANGING THE POLLING PLACE FOR PRECINCT #89
LOCATED WITHIN HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI DISTRICT #3.

WHEREAS, the Jackson, Mississippi City Council approved a redistricting or-
dinance on September 4, 2012 pursuant to the provisions of Section 21-8-7(4)
(c) of the Mississippi Code (1972), as amended; and

WHEREAS, Section 23-15-557 of the Mississippi Code (1972), as amended,
authorizes the governing authorities of a municipality within the state of Missis-
sippi in their discretion to divide the municipality into a sufficient number of vot-
ing precincts of such size and location as is necessary with the same number
of polling places necessary to accommodate the electorate; and

WHEREAS, on July 18, 2018, the City Council voted to relocate Pre-
cinct #89 from the “Metrocenter Sears Lower-Level South Entrance” at 1000
Metrocenter Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39209) to Parks and Recreation De-
partment, Suite 104 of the Metrocenter at 1000 Metrocenter Drive, Jackson,
Mississippi 39209 (Ward 5) for a special election on a bond issue referendum
for the Jackson Public School District held on August 7, 2018; and

WHEREAS, the Hinds County Board of Supervisors, at the recommendation of
the Hinds County Election Commission, relocated its polling place to Greater
Mt. Bethel Church of Christ Holiness, 4125 Robinson Road, Jackson, Missis-
sippi, 39209; and

WHEREAS, the governing authorities for the City of Jackson believe that ap-
proval of this ordinance is necessary to ensure uniformity of precincts and poll-
ing places in Hinds County, Mississippi and for ease of voting by the electorate.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Jackson:

SECTION 1. The polling place for Precinct #89 formerly located at Metrocenter
Sears Lower-Level South Entrance at 1000 Metrocenter Drive, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi 39209 (Ward 5) is hereby relocated to Greater Mt. Bethel Church of
Christ Holiness, 4125 Robinson Road, Jackson, Mississippi, 39209 (Ward 5).

SECTION 2. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately.
Council Member Tillman moved adoption; Council Member Lindsay seconded.

Yeas — Banks, Foote, Lee, Lindsay, Stamps and Tillman.
Nays — None.
Absent — Stokes.

ATTEST:

Angela Harris
Municipal Clerk

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualified Municipal Clerk and lawful cus-
todian of records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the
foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at
its Regular Council Meeting on February 2, 2021 and recorded in Minute Book
“6S, Pgs. 492-493".

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 7th day of April, 2021.

SEAL  Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk

4-15-2021

LEGAL

ORDINANCE AMENDING DECENNIAL REDISTRICTING ORDINANCE
APPROVED BY THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL ON SEPTEMBER
4, 2012, BY CHANGING THE POLLING PLACE FOR PRECINCT #24
LOCATED WITHIN HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI DISTRICT #3.

WHEREAS, the Jackson, Mississippi City Council approved a redistricting or-
dinance on September 4, 2012 pursuant to the provisions of Section 21-8-7(4)
(c) of the Mississippi Code (1972), as amended; and

WHEREAS, Section 23-15-557 of the Mississippi Code (1972), as amended,
authorizes the governing authorities of a municipality within the state of Missis-
sippi in their discretion to divide the municipality into a sufficient number of vot-
ing precincts of such size and location as is necessary with the same number
of polling places necessary to accommodate the electorate; and

WHEREAS, the Jackson Public School Board voted to close French
Elementary on March 6, 2018 during the 2018-2019 School Year; and

WHEREAS, the Hinds County Board of Supervisors, at the recommendation of
the Hinds County Election Commissioners, relocated its polling place to George
Kurts Gymnasium, 125 Gymnasium Drive, Jackson, Mississippi, 39209; and

WHEREAS, the governing authorities for the City of Jackson believe that ap-
proval of this ordinance is necessary to ensure uniformity of precincts and poll-
ing places in Hinds County, Mississippi and for ease of voting by the electorate.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Jackson:

SECTION 1. The polling place for Precinct #24 formerly located at French
Elementary, 311 Joel Ave., Jackson, Mississippi 39209 (Ward 4) is hereby relo-
cated to George Kurts Gymnasium, 125 Gymnasium Dr., Jackson, Mississippi
39209 (Ward 4).

SECTION 2. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately.
Council Member Tillman moved adoption; Council Member Lindsay seconded.

Yeas — Banks, Foote, Lee, Lindsay, Stamps and Tillman.
Nays — None.
Absent — Stokes.

ATTEST:

Angela Harris
Municipal Clerk

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualified Municipal Clerk and lawful cus-
todian of records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the
foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at
its Regular Council Meeting on February 2, 2021 and recorded in Minute Book
“6S, Pg. 489”.

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 7th day of April, 2021.
SEAL  Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk

4-15-2021

LEGAL

Information Regarding the Upcoming 2021 Municipal Elections

Run-off Election
* The City of Jackson will be holding a Democratic Primary Run-off Election on
April 27, 2021 for Ward 4 and Ward 5 City Council candidates

Absentee Voting

*» The last day to vote by absentee ballot is Saturday, April 24, 2021 at 12:00
(noon). To accommodate the absentee voting process, The Department of
Municipal Clerk will be open on Saturday, April 17, 2021 between the hours of
8:00 a.m. until 12:00 (noon), and on Saturday, April 24, 2017 between the hours
of 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 (noon).

4-15-2021, 4-22-2021

ORDINANCE AMENDING DECENNIAL REDISTRICTING ORDINANCE
APPROVED BY THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL ON SEPTEMBER
4,2012, BY CHANGING THE POLLING PLACE FOR PRECINCT #90
LOCATED WITHIN HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI DISTRICT #3.

WHEREAS, the Jackson, Mississippi City Council approved a redistricting or-
dinance on September 4, 2012 pursuant to the provisions of Section 21-8-7(4)
(c) of the Mississippi Code (1972), as amended; and

WHEREAS, Section 23-15-557 of the Mississippi Code (1972), as amended,
authorizes the governing authorities of a municipality within the state of Missis-
sippi in their discretion to divide the municipality into a sufficient number of vot-
ing precincts of such size and location as is necessary with the same number
of polling places necessary to accommodate the electorate; and

WHEREAS, the Jackson Public School Board voted to close Woodville
Heights on March 6, 2018 during the 2018-2019 School Year; and

WHEREAS, the Hinds County Board of Supervisors, at the recommendation
of the Hinds County Election Commissioners, relocated its polling place to
Greater Mt. Bethel Church of Christ Holiness, 4125 Robinson Road, Jackson,
Mississippi, 39209; and

WHEREAS, the City of Jackson would like to relocate its polling place to Christ
Tabernacle Church, 1201 Cooper Rd., Jackson, MS, 39212. The Municipal
Election Commissioners believe this move would be in the best interest of the
electors of said polling place; and

WHEREAS, the governing authorities for the City of Jackson believe that ap-
proval of this ordinance is necessary to ensure the ease of voting by the elec-
torate.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Jackson:

SECTION 1. The polling place for Precinct #90 formerly located at Wood-
ville Heights Elementary, 2930 McDowell Rd. Ext., Jackson, Mississippi 39209
(Ward 4) is hereby relocated to Christ Tabernacle Church, 1201 Cooper Rd.,
Jackson, Mississippi 39212 (Ward 4).

SECTION 2. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately.
Council Member Tillman moved adoption; Council Member Lindsay seconded.

Yeas — Banks, Foote, Lee, Lindsay, Stamps and Tillman.
Nays — None.
Absent — Stokes.

ATTEST:

Angela Harris
Municipal Clerk

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualified Municipal Clerk and lawful cus-
todian of records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the
foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at
its Regular Council Meeting on February 2, 2021 and recorded in Minute Book
“6S, Pg. 490”".

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 7th day of April, 2021.

SEAL  Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk

4-15-2021

LEGAL

ORDINANCE AMENDING DECENNIAL REDISTRICTING ORDINANCE
APPROVED BY THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL ON SEPTEMBER 4,
2012, BY CHANGING THE POLLING PLACE FOR PRECINCT #94A AND
#94B LOCATED WITHIN HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI DISTRICT #4.

WHEREAS, the Jackson, Mississippi City Council approved a redistricting or-
dinance on September 4, 2012, pursuant to the provisions of Section 21-8-7(4)
(c) of the Mississippi Code (1972), as amended; and

WHEREAS, Section 23-15-557 of the Mississippi Code (1972), as amended,
authorizes the governing authorities of a municipality within the state of Missis-
sippi in their discretion to divide the municipality into a sufficient number of vot-
ing precincts of such size and location as is necessary with the same number
of polling places necessary to accommodate the electorate; and

WHEREAS, Higher Ground Family Worship opted out of serving as a voting
precinct; and

WHEREAS, based upon said request to opt out of serving as a voting precinct,
the Hinds County Election Commission recommended to the Hinds County
Board of Supervisors to relocate the Hinds County, Mississippi’s (“County”)
polling place for Precinct #94 in Hinds County District 4 (“Precinct #94A and
#94B”) from Higher Ground Family Worship, 3520 Forest Hill Road, Jackson,
Mississippi 39212 to Willowood Community Center, 4243 Will O Wood Blvd.,
Jackson, Mississippi 39212; and

WHEREAS, the best interest of the citizenry of the City, specifically those ac-
customed to voting in both City and County elections, would be served by mir-
roring the County’s action; and

WHEREAS, the governing authorities for the City of Jackson believe that ap-
proval of this ordinance is necessary to ensure uniformity of precincts and poll-
ing places in Hinds County, Mississippi and for ease of voting by the electorate.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Jackson:

SECTION 1. The polling place for Precinct #94A and #94B formerly located
at Higher Ground Family Worship, 2504 Raymond Road, Jackson, Mississippi
39212 is hereby relocated to Willowood Community Center, 4243 Will O Wood
Blvd., Jackson, Mississippi 39212 in order to mirror the County’s polling places
to accommodate the City’s electorate and better facilitate the holding of elec-
tions.

SECTION 2. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately.

Council Member Tillman moved adoption; Council Member Lindsay seconded.
Yeas — Banks, Foote, Lee, Lindsay, Stamps and Tillman.

Nays — None.

Absent — Stokes.

ATTEST:

Angela Harris
Municipal Clerk

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualified Municipal Clerk and lawful cus-
todian of records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the
foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at
its Regular Council Meeting on February 2, 2021 and recorded in Minute Book
“6S, Pgs. 491-492”.

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 7th day of April, 2021.
SEAL  Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk

4-15-2021
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Advertisement for Bid
Bid 3179 Bow Hunting Lease on Sixteenth Section Lands

Sealed bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the Board of Trust-
ees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. The deadline for submitting propos-
als is 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) May 04, 2021. Bid proposals will be
opened at 5:30 P.M. (Local Prevailing Time), May 04, 2021 before the Board of
Trustees at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.
The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive
informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five
calendar days from the date bids are opened.

Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge by
emailing Bettie Jones at bjones@jackson.k12.ms.us or documents may be
picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS website at www.
jackson.k12.ms.us

4-15-2021, 4-22-2021

LEGAL

ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE 2018 EDITION OF THE NFPA 1 AND NFPA
101 LIFE SAFETY CODES AS SUPPLEMENTAL CODES, ESTABLISHING
A PENALTY CLAUSE, A PUBLICATION CLAUSE AND EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS,on August 4, 2020, the Jackson City Council adopted the 2018 edi-
tion of the International Fire Code with appendix Chapters A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H,
1, J Section 101.2.1 with certain additions and deletions; and

WHEREAS, the action taken by the Jackson City Council concerning the adop-
tion of the aforementioned fire codes is recorded in Minute Book 6R at pages
362-366; and

WHEREAS,the International Fire Code is published by the International Code
Council and contains minimum regulations for fire prevention and fire protection
systems using prescriptive and performance systems; and

WHEREAS, the International Fire Code is not the only code which addresses fire
safety and prevention; and

WHEREAS, the National Fire Protection Association also has fire codes known
as the NFPA 1 Fire Code and the NFPA 101 Life Safety Code; and

WHEREAS, the Jackson Fire Department has determined that the International
Fire Code may not address certain fire prevention, protection, and safety mea-
sures; and

WHEREAS, the Jackson Fire Department has referred to the NFPA 1 Fire Code
and the NFPA 101 Life Safety Code to address those measures not addressed
by the International Fire Code; and

WHEREAS, referring to the NFPA 1 Fire Code and the NFPA 101 Life Safety
Code has resulted in enforcement challenges because the governing authorities
have not adopted any provision of the NFPA 1 Fire Code and the NFPA 101 Life
Safety Code; and

WHEREAS, the Jackson Fire Department is recommending that the governing
authorities adopt the 2018 editions of the NFPA 1 Fire Code and the NFPA 101
Life Safety Code to serve as asupplementto the adopted edition of the Interna-
tional Fire Code and not as a replacement; and

WHEREAS,the Jackson Fire Department recommends that the adopted edi-
tion of the International Fire Code have precedential authority where there is a
conflict between its provisions and the NFPA 1 Fire Code and the NFPA 101 Life
Safety Code; and

WHEREAS, the governing authorities have made full review and consideration
of the importance of preserving the life of those visiting and occupying commer-
cial structures and also property;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON
MISSISSIPPI the following:

ARTICLE 1

The 2018 edition of the NFPA 1 Fire Code and the NFPA 101 Life Safety Code
shall be adopted assupplemental codesto the 2018 edition of the International
Fire Code, the appendices, and the additions and deletions adopted on August
4, 2020.

ARTICLE 2

The adoption of the 2018 NFPA 1 Fire Code and the NFPA 101 Life Safety Code
shall not replace the codes adopted on August 4, 2020.If provisions of the 2018
NFPA 1 Fire Code and the NFPA 101 Life Safety conflict with the provisions of
the fire codes adopted on August 4, 2020, then the codes adopted on August 4,
2020 shall govern and control.

ARTICLE 3

Any violation of the ordinances by any person, firm, or corporation shall consti-
tute a misdemeanor offense and shall be punishable by a fine of not less than
$500 nor more than $1,000 or imprisonment for a period of not less than thirty
(30) days nor more than ninety (90) days or both.For purposes of this ordinance,
each day a violation continues shall be deemed a separate punishable offense.

ARTICLE 4

These ordinances shall become effective in accordance with Section 21-13-11
of the Mississippi Code of 1972 as amended.

Council Member Tillman moved adoption; Council Member Lindsay seconded.

Yeas — Banks, Foote, Lee, Lindsay, Stamps and Tillman.
Nays — None.
Absent — Stokes.

ATTEST:

Angela Harris
Municipal Clerk

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualified Municipal Clerk and lawful cus-
todian of records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the
foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its
Regular Council Meeting on February 2, 2021 and recorded in Minute Book “6S,
Pgs. 493-494".

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 7th day of April, 2021.

SEAL Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk

4-15-2021
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Ta find out, visit www.treasury.ms.gov,
look under “unclaimed money” and
start your search.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson,
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must
be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, May 04, 2021 at which time said bids will
be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City
Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

48562-050421 — Twenty-Four Months of Pest Control Services for the City of
Jackson Police Department

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV. and WWW.CEN-
TRALBIDDING.COM

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid
specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with
House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public
Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal
business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-
condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed
and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid
submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City
of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance
shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible
contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the
Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordi-
nance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with
the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second
Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid
awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price
in accordance with specifications. The award could be according to the low-
est cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part
of any proposal. Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid
proposal. In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s
intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some
variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form.
Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination during
the bid review.

Destiney Williams, Manager
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1533

4-15-2021, 4-22-2021

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson,
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must
be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, April 27,2021 at which time said bids will
be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City
Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

20453-042721 — Micro Computer Desktops & Laptops

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV, WWW.CEN-
TRALBIDDING.COM

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid
specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with
House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public
Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal
business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-
condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed
and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid
submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City
of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance
shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible
contract. For more information on the City’'s EBO Program, please contact
the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO
Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are avail-
able with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street,
Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid
awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price
in accordance with specifications. The award could be according to the low-
est cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part
of any proposal. Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid
proposal. In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s
intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some
variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form.
Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination during
the bid review.

Destiney Williams, Manager
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1025 or 1533

4-15-2021

COVID-19 is still an issue...

WE HAVE THE SOLUTIONS
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www.SGECovidSolutions.com

FOR COVID-18 MITIGATION

YOU can help STOP :
Medicare fraud in its tracks!

Call Senior Medicare Patrol to report:
Scam phone calls

Suspicious charges on your Medicare
statements

Medical equipment you received but never
ordered

877-272-8720

Call SMP and mention code SMP2021
to recewve your free
Personal Health Care Journal.

FE AR EEEEEEEEEEEEEE R A
L] L ]
amsme XN

W

e

CRC

SMP |5 sponsored by eQiHealth AdviseWell, LLE and funded by & grant from

the LS. Administration for Commiinity Living

P 5 Methodist

(1 J Senior Services
\ Celebration. Innovation. Hope,
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Ri_ggs Manor

Retirement Community

Experience the Faith-Badsed,
Neot-for-Profit Difference!

Offering Garden Homes and Apartments for active,
older adults, raditional Assisted Living Services
and Memaory Support 1 an assisted hving setting

inside the innovative Green House™ Homes.

(601)857-5011

WWW.MSS.0ORG

2300 Seven Springs Rd. = Raymo
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Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS DOWN

1. Furnishings 1. Pear shaped instrument
5. Military unit 2. Pallid

9. Drug doers 3. Meager

11. Soybean 4. Not amateur

12. Form a pot 5. Tree

13. Impair 6. Wanders

14. Peeper 7. Wise Man’s gift

15. Idaho’s abbr. 8. Sweet potatoes

17. Mr..’s wife 10. Sways

18. All at once

20. Mary, for example
22. Chassis

23. Southeast

24. Spiritedness

16. Has the least amount of water
18. Oregon (abbr.)

19. United Nations (abbr.)

20. Articulate

21. Heathen gods

27. Rampage 22. Very dry wine

29. Glower 24.Pop

31. Ca. University 25. Little Mermaid’s love
32. S.E. Asian mammal 26. Stick up

33. Question closely 28. Make lace

34. Hind 30. Charge

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Humphrey Bogart
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© Feature Exchange

Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Pick Up

THE Mississippr LINK

AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

JACKSON
BULLY’S RESTAURANT

3118 Livingston Road

CASH & CARRY

Capitol Street and Monument Street
CITY HALL

219 S President St

GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL

3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL

2030 N Siwell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL

4331 Highway 80W

DOLLAR GENERAL

5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL

1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL

304 Briarwood Dr

DOLLAR GENERAL

2855 McDowell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL

104 Terry Rd

J & AFUEL STORES

3249 Medgar Evers Blvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’'S MARKET
Northside Drive

MCDADE’S MARKET #2

653 Duling Avenue

PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall

350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART

5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE

Fortification and I-55

MURPHY USA

6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE

Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS

380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

CANTON

A&l

716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B&B

702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE

3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE

Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART

743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY

Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN

285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS

K & K ONE STOP

110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE

421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP

257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY

22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

BYRAM

DOLLAR GENERAL

125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

5495 |-55 South Frontage Road

VOWELL'S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road

CITY HALL

Terry Road

CLINTON
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

TERRY

SERVICE STATION

at Exit 78

CITY HALL

West Cunningham Avenue

RAYMOND

HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER

505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY

122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS

LOVE FOOD MART

120 E. Main Street,

Raymond, MS

RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL

110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE

UTICA
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18

PITT STOP

101 Hwy 18 & 27

BOLTON
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

|

ssissippi Clssified Advertising Network

To place your statewide classified ad order. call MS Press Services at S01-98281-30c0 ———

Cryptogram

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the

puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Humphrey Bogart
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| Auctions |

|Home Improvemeni|

AMERICAN AUCTION. For all your auc-
tion needs: Estates, Antiques, Equipment.
Call Keith Moore at 731-610-1458. Keith
Moore, MAL 259.

Civil War & Indian
Artifact Public Auction

Rain or Shine!
Concessions Available!
Sat., April 24 - 11 AM
144 S. Memphis St.
Holly Springs, MS
From the collection of Mr. John
Montague: 9071-262-9700
Preview: Mon. Apr. 19 thru Fri.,
Apr. 23 from 11 AM - 4 PM
Antique Firearms « Military
Swords ¢ Indian Blades,
Points, Bannerstones
* Moccasins More!
American Auction Co.
www.americanauctionusa.com
TAL5175 « MAL259
See our website for photos and
more details, or call Keith Moore
at 731-610-1458

See our ads at estatesales.net and
auctionzip.com. Auctioneer ID # 4676

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeaofFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-1028

AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save! Call: 833-678-0500

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 -855-39 7 -720475
www.dental50plus.com/mspress #6258

Medical Supplies

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money
on your diabetic supplies! Convenient
home shipping for monitors, test strips,
insulin pumps, catheters and more! To
learn more, call now! 877-368-0628
HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one
FREE! Nearly invisible, fully rechargeable
IN-EAR NANO hearing aids priced thou-
sands less than competitors! 45-day triall
Call: 1-866-985-3347

Classes / Training

COMPUTER AND IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional  now! Grants  and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN TRAINING
PROGRAMS From Ultimate Medical
Academy Offer Quality Healthcare
Education to Students 100% online.-
Ultimate Medical Academy: 1-866-664-
4140

GENERAC STANDBY GENERATORS
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a free quote today! Call
for additional terms and conditions. 1-
844-316-8630

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

Miscellaneous

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS. Your
donation helps fund the search for miss-
ing children. Accepting Trucks,
Motorcycles and RVs, too! Fast Free
Pickup - Running or Not. 24 hour
response. Maximum tax donation. Call
(888) 515-3812

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED in 90 newspa-
pers for one flat rate. Call 601-981-3060
to order your statewide ad.

Services-General

DIRECTV - Every live football game,
every Sunday - anywhere - on your
favorite device. Restrictions apply. Call IVS
- Call 1-855-978-3110

Services-General

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143

Services=-Financial

THE COVID CRISIS has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans.
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can
help! Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call
1-855-657-2412

Services-Medical

LIFE ALERT. One press of a button
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home and on
the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
855-686-5548 FREE Brochure.

YOU MAY QUALIFY for disability bene-
fits if you have are under a doctor’s care
for a health condition that prevents you
from working for a year or more. Call
now! 601-203-3826

PURRRRR-fect...

Advertising
Solution!

97 newspapers for one low rate!

STATEWIDE RATES:

Up to 25 words........... $210
1 col. x 2 inch............. $525
1 col. x 3 inch............. $785
1 col. x 4 inch........... $1050

Nationwide Placement Available
To order your advertising call:
Mississippi
Press Services
Sue Hicks, 601-981-3060

Week of April 11, 2020
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Legislative tour touts HBCU
roots of Hinds CC Utica Campus

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Eleven members of the Leg-
islative Black Caucus toured
Hinds Community College’s
Utica Campus in March to get
a better sense of the strengths
and challenges of Hinds’ HBCU
campus.

“We came down for the Feb-
ruary Black History program,
and we were so impressed with
the history that we wanted to
bring more legislative members
to learn about the history of
the campus,” said Rep. Charles
Young of Meridian, a member
of the Legislative Black Caucus
and the House Universities and
Colleges Committee.

“We wanted to come meet the
president, and we also wanted
to come talk about the needs for
Hinds and Utica,” said Young,
who attended Meridian Commu-
nity College.

Among those who toured
the campus on March 24 were
Sen. Albert Butler of Port Gib-
son and Reps. Oscar Denton of
Vicksburg, John Faulkner of
Holly Springs, Stephanie Fos-
ter of Jackson, Kabir Karriem
of Columbus, Carl Mickens of
Brooksville, De’Keither Stamps
of Jackson, Zakiya Summers
of Jackson, Cheikh Taylor of
Starkville and Rickey Thomp-
son of Shannon. Also on the
tour were Utica Mayor Kenneth
Broome and college President
Dr. Stephen Vacik.

The Utica Campus was found-
ed as the Utica Normal and In-
dustrial Institute by Dr. William
Holtzclaw in 1903, which makes
it the oldest of the six college

A number of local legislators were among members of the Legislative Black Caucus who toured Hinds Community College’s Utica Campus.
Some of them are pictured with members of the Bulldogs men’s basketball team, which played in the Region 23 playoffs April 8. Local legisla-
tors on the tour included Sen. Albert Butler (District 36) and Reps. Oscar Denton (District 55), Stephanie Foster (District 63), De’Keither Stamps
(District 66) and Zakiya Summers (District 68). Other Black Caucus members on the tour included Reps. John Faulkner, Kabir Karriem, Carl
Mickens, Cheikh Taylor, Rickey Thompson and Charles Young.

campuses.

“Dr. Holtzclaw’s vision was
really to create a place, an op-
portunity for people of color to
have a way to find a better life,”
Vacik said. “We want to offer an
experience that is unique, to al-
low someone who is maybe from
an underrepresented minority to
come and have a place where
they can come in and feel ‘I get
to be a leader here. I don’t have
to fight for that opportunity. I
have an opportunity to be a lead-
er here.””

The Utica Campus offers stu-
dents a small, personalized edu-
cation experience with residence
halls, food service and a number
of organizations, including the

Student Government Associa-
tion and Phi Theta Kappa, that
give students an opportunity
to rise to leadership positions.
It also offers an emphasis on
STEM-related courses and pro-
grams

At an HBCU, minority stu-
dents embrace the culture of
attending an institution that
was founded to provide them a
quality educational experience
focused on them. Many of the
scholarship programs and addi-
tional services for students at the
Utica Campus are grant funded,
Vice President Sherry Franklin
said.

Franklin told legislators that
the Utica Campus has “a sense

of belonging in the atmosphere.
It’s a small, personal environ-
ment for those who are not ready
to go to a university but they
still want that experience of an
HBCU,” she said. “On the Uti-
ca Campus, we give you a little
taste of HBCU at a community
college.”

As part of the opening pro-
gram before the tour, the cau-
cus heard from Jhada Carmel,
who was selected to receive the
Foundation for Education &
Economic Development Schol-
arship, which is sponsored by
the Foundation for Education &
Economic Development, Inc.,
with support of some members
of the Mississippi Legislature’s

Black Caucus.

Carmel, of Madison, is a sec-
ond semester freshman who is
active in a number of organiza-
tions and is maintaining a 4.0
GPA. She graduated from Madi-
son Central High School, where
she said she was in a “big school
just being a little nobody. ... I
felt out of place. I was a minor-
ity.

“As I was doing research for
colleges, I was looking for a
quality education but also af-
fordable fees because college
debt would not do any good in
my family right now,” said Car-
mel, who also said she felt she
would benefit from the HBCU
experience.

Highlights of the tour included
the recently renovated Student
Union Building and gymnasium.
Legislators also saw the resi-
dence halls, which have small
rooms, low ceilings and shared
bathrooms. “They were built in
a style that’s no longer popular.
That’s not something that sells
very well in today’s environ-
ment,” Vacik told them. “You
can see for yourself this is an
area that needs work.”

Along with some other stu-
dent-focused spaces, renova-
tions or replacement of the resi-
dence halls will be one of our
top priorities in which the col-
lege needs financial support to
achieve, he said.

Although the Utica Campus
enrollment is down due to the
pandemic, the campus typically
serves about 1,200 students.
During the summer, it hosts
several programs for area high
school students.

With six locations in central
Mississippi, Hinds Community
College is a comprehensive in-
stitution offering quality, af-
fordable educational opportuni-
ties with academic programs of
study leading to seamless uni-
versity transfer and career and
technical programs teaching job-
ready skills.

This summer all Hinds cam-
puses are offering 12 hours of
free courses. For information,
see hindscc.edu/summer:

For more information about
the Utica Campus, see hindscc.
edu/campuses/utica

Visit www.hindscc.edu or call
1 800-HindsCC.

Jacari Washington secures
internship with USDA, looks
forward to a rewarding
career with the agency

By Renita Lacy
Staff Writer, Alcorn State University

Great opportunities don’t hap-
pen every day, so it’s important
to recognize and seize them ev-
ery chance we get.

This is the case in point for
Jacari Washington, a sophomore
agriculture science major from
Ferriday, Louisiana.

Each year, the United States
Department  of  Agriculture
(USDA) offers different “Path-
way Opportunities” for students
and recent graduates to work in
agriculture, science, technology,
mathematics, environment and
business, among other areas of
profession. Internships are also
offered to help students and re-
cent graduates excel in their an-
ticipated fields.

This past year, Washington
secured an internship with the
USDA’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS)
as a soil conservationist trainee.
Some of his responsibilities in-
cluded working hand-in-hand
with landowners to develop,
implement, maintain and revise
complex conservation plans, as
well as evaluating the implemen-
tation of those plans and their al-
ternatives.

“My time spent with NRCS
was amazing, and I am truly
grateful for it all,” said Washing-
ton, in response to being asked
about his experience.

“My most memorable moment

Washington

was being able to engage in chats
and conferences with different
speakers from other branches of
the USDA,” he continued. “This

allowed me to build on the in-
formation that I already knew,
while learning something new at
the same time.”

Washington credits Michael
Trusclair, USDA program liai-
son, for informing him about the
Pathways opportunity, as well as
for serving as a constant guide
and mentor.

“It is important for students
to gain valuable knowledge and
experience while learning how
to network, communicate and
excel in their careers,” expressed
Trusclair.

“It is my goal to communicate
to them the importance of build-
ing relationships, as well as to
help them acquire the necessary
skills to reach their next level of
professionalism.”

On campus, Washington is a
member of Minorities in Agri-
culture, Natural Resources and
Related Sciences (MANNRS),
the Animal Science Club and Fu-
ture Farmers of America (FFA).
Throughout his academic tenure,
he hopes to maintain a GPA of
3.5 or higher, join new campus-
based organizations, engage in
more community service, and
build on his current leadership
and professional skills.

After graduation, he hopes to
begin his career with the NRCS
as a soil conservationist.

For more information, contact
Trusclair at 202 596-0478 or mi-
chael trusclair@usda.gov.

10 learn more about Pathways
opportunities with the USDA/
NRCS, visit www.usajobs.gov.

By Renita Lacy

Staff Writer, Alcorn State University

The Alcorn State University
School of Agriculture and Ap-
plied Sciences has opened the
application period for its 2021
AgDiscovery Summer Camp.
Middle and high school stu-
dents who are interested in
learning more about plants,
animals and careers in the areas
of animal science or veterinary
medicine are strongly encour-
aged to apply.

During the 2-week camp
experience, students will have
the opportunity to interact with
peers from across the country
while exploring the principles
and techniques of agriculture.
Due to the Coronavirus (CO-
VID-19) pandemic, however,
this year’s program will be of-

Application
period opens
for Alcorn’s
AgDiscovery
Summer Camp

ALCORN

8) ¢

fered through an all-virtual for-
mat.

Twenty-one institutions are
registered to participate in
AgDiscovery this year, with
camps focused on various top-
ics, including wildlife man-
agement, agribusiness, animal
welfare, forestry and MUCH
more.

The camp is free and is
scheduled to take place June
14-25, 2021. The application
deadline is Thursday, March
25,2021.

For more information or to
learn more, Vvisit https://www.
aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/
civilrights/agdiscovery/ct_ag-
discovery program. To apply,
please visit https://www.aphis.
usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/civil-
rights/agdiscovery/application.
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BEYOND THE
SAND AND SEA

One Family's Quest

e
ol Brwy habs amd 1 s tuen

‘.#.,- :‘ A .-."'_. -

for a Country to Call Home

TY McCORMICK

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

The brochures have been sit-
ting on your counter for months.

Once, everything was
planned: flight times, luggage
restrictions, hotel reservations,
tickets to the places you wanted
to see. The pandemic put a halt
to all that but you know you’ll
take the trip eventually. Maybe
this year, maybe in five years.
As in the new book “Beyond
the Sand and Sea” by Ty Mc-
Cormick, the journey is worth
the wait.

Born in Dadaab, a refugee

camp in northeast Kenya, to
parents who’d fled the Somali
civil war before his birth, Asad
Hussein grew up in a makeshift
shack that flooded every rainy
season. With no ID, no birth
certificate, and no way to le-
gally get either from Kenya or
Somalia, he was a person in-
between.

McCormick met Asad “a day
or two after Trump announced
his travel ban.” He was an edi-
tor for an American magazine
then, assigned to cover Africa
when he read an article in New
York Times Magazine that was
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written “by a young man who
had grown up in Dadaab.” It
never occurred to McCormick
that the writer was “still...
stranded in the camp.”

Stranded physically, but not
in his mind.

Ever since he was small,
Asad had dreamed of getting
a good education. As a child,
he’d eagerly taken advantage of
whatever formal schooling was
offered at Dadaab. He devoured
all printed material he could
find and he seized every op-
portunity he could get to learn,
becoming largely self-taught.
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Hinds County Circuit Clerk o

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Circuit Clerk's Office
P.O. BOX 327
Jackson, MS 39205
Phone: (601) 968-6628
Fax: (601) 973-5547

Jury Duty Recording:
First Judicial District
(601) 269-0052

SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Circuit Clerk's Office
P.O. Box 999
Raymond, MS 39154
Phone: (601) 857-8038
Fox: (601) 857-0535

Jury Duty Recording:
Second Judicial Disfrict
(601) 857-8869

Office Hours:
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m,
Maonday - Friday
(Except on legal holiday)

County Court

the Election.

the Election

apply

birth.

Services of the Clerk:

» Civil/Criminal Filings of Circuit and

= Marriage License
= Medical License
« Vioter Registration/Absentee Voting

VOTER INFORMATION
Verity/Update your Registration Today

* You must be registered 30 days before

» Absentee Voting begins 45 days before

MARRIAGE INFORMATION
« Marriage License: $36.00
o Both applicants must come 1o the
Circuit Clerk's office together to

o Proof of age must be provided in
the form of Driver's License, Birth
Certificate or other legal document

which contains name and date of

Website: www.hindscountyms.com

)

SMOOTH 100.5 FM

Still, though Asad experienced
a discouraging avalanche of
educational setbacks in his life-
time, his tenacity attracted sup-
porters and McCormick soon
became one of them. It hadn’t
been easy, but it had finally ap-
peared that a near-miracle was
in sight and Asad’s dream might
be possible in America. With
no personal paperwork and no
country as anchor, would the
travel ban — “an executive or-
der... that changed everything”
— put a stop to the journey?
Open the newspaper, click
on the news, and you’ll prob-
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ably hear about immigration in
pretty short order these days.
You have opinions. Now read
“Beyond the Sand and Sea.”
Step in, and that sand isn’t
pleasant: author Ty McCormick
writes of its relentlessness, the
heat, the squalor of camp and
danger of war, a destructive
rainy season. Or might sand
be a metaphor for grit? Surely,
that could be true for the laser-
focused Asad, and more so with
Asad’s tougher-than-steel sister,
Maryan, a woman who threw
aside cultural laws to save her
family. She’s a big presence in
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this story, and you’ll wish it
was bigger.

Alas, the sea is choppy and so
is the last half of this book. Nof
to be a spoiler, but it’s a whirl-
wind of Asad’s more recent past
and his future and despite that
it’s inspirational, it’s also un-
even. Pay attention to the time-
frame on chapter headings; tha
helps.

The inspiration, though: don’
miss it. Don’t pass up a chance
to be thrilled. If you need a
book that’ll make you stand up
and cheer, “Beyond the Sand
and Sea” is just the ticket.

a, F .

WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON’S SOUL,
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN

SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE

VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC
ADULTS WANT TO HEAR!
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t's worse than we ever thought

By Hazel Trice Edney
TriceEdneyWire.com

Among the first evidence pre-
sented by prosecutors in the trial
of former Minneapolis police
officer Derek Chauvin in his
killing of George Floyd is that
it was not just 8 minutes and 46
seconds as originally thought,
but rather, it was 9 minutes and
29 seconds that Chauvin knelt
on Floyd’s neck.

People in the courtroom and
those keeping up with the trial
by media would later learn that it
was even worse than the 9 min-
utes and 29 seconds. Moreover,
they learned that Chauvin’s knee
not only remained on George
Floyd’s neck for as long as there
was breath in his body; but — ac-
cording to a pulmonary expert,
Chauvin’s knee continued to
press into Floyd’s neck for three
minutes after Floyd was already
dead.

These travesties of justice re-
main unspeakable to those who
cringe or cry every time they
hear the suffering of Floyd as he
pled for his life. And as bad as
that was, the blows of injustice
to the black community, its par-
ents and children continue to get
worse.

In yet another tragic death,
Minneapolis has been on nightly
curfew as protestors continue to

Daunte Wright and son

cry out for justice. On Sunday,
April 11, only 10 miles away
from the location of the Derek
Chauvin trial, yet another Min-
neapolis police officer took out
her revolver and shot an un-
armed 20-year-old black man.
The death of Daunte Wright was
characterized by the then police

chief as an accident.

Despite the resignation of the
now former Officer Kim Potter,
who said she meant to shoot her
taser at Wright and the resigna-
tions of the police chief and city
manager, there is no consolation
to Americans — black or white
— who have experienced these

U. S. Army Lt. Caron Nazario with hands up as now fired Virginia po-
lice officer Joe Gutierrez prepares to pepper spray him.

non-stop back-to-back travesties
against black people.

So far, indications are that
there is seemingly no end in
sight for the assaults on the black
community. Even the senseless
Windsor, Va. traffic stop of U. S.
Army Lt. Caron Nazario a black
and Hispanic man stopped and
pepper sprayed by a rogue cop
shouting misguided orders has
baffled the nation. There is no
solace that the cop, Joe Gutier-
rez, who then lied in his report
about the details of the incident,
was fired. It is no solace because
these travesties of justice hap-
pen every day out of the sight
of cameras where some of the
stories are never even revealed
much less believed.

On March 3, 1991, when Rod-
ney King was viciously beaten
by Los Angeles police officers,
much of America was awakened
by the video repeatedly shown
on daily news. But across Amer-
ica, black-owned newspapers
have long recorded the trauma
of violence against black people,
continuing from the unspeakable
cruelties of American slavery.

Beginning with Freedoms
Journal in 1827 to journalist Ida
B. Wells’ 1895 Red Record doc-
umentation of American lynch-
ing to Black American newspa-
pers’ Double V campaign during
World War 11 to JET magazine’s
1955 photo of the tortured Em-
mett Till, regardless of how bad
it got, the continued documen-

tation of these evils well into
the 21st Century now proves
that it is yet worse than we ever
thought.

But there must be an end to
this centuries-long nightmare.
The blood of those who have
recently become household
names are crying out, underscor-
ing the indescribable horrors
heaped upon them and therefore
upon Black people: Trayvon
Martin, Stephon Clark, Freddie
Gray, Eric Garner, Amadou Di-
allo, Philando Castile, Michael
Brown, Breonna Taylor, Tamir
Rice, Sandra Bland, George
Floyd — and thousands of others.

And yet, we the people march
and protest because we still be-
lieve. We still believe that our
America, a nation built upon our
backs and by the suffering of our
ancestors, will someday respect
us. We still believe that America,
with a Declaration of Indepen-
dence that promises equality of
“life, liberty, and pursuit of hap-
piness,” will someday do right
by us. And, even as we acknowl-
edge that it is indeed worse than
we ever thought, we still believe
that the collective voices and
unified courage of black, white
and others together will give rise
to answered prayers that will fi-
nally end this modern-day civil
war.

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Correspondent

DMX, the sensationally tal-
ented and gruff-voiced rap art-
ist and actor who rose from the
hardscrabble streets of Yonkers,
New York, to become one of
hip-hop’s most prolific stars,
has died at the age of 50.

Most famous for the “Ruff
Ryders Anthem,” DMX, whose
real name is Earl Simmons, suf-
fered a heart attack last week.

He was rushed to White
Plains Hospital where doctors
worked for several days to try
and revive him.

“We are deeply saddened to
announce today that our loved
one, DMX, birth name of Earl
Simmons, passed away at 50
years old at White Plains Hos-
pital with his family by his side
after being placed on life sup-
port for the past few days,” the

DMX

family wrote in a statement.
“Earl was a warrior who
fought till the very end. He
loved his family with all of
his heart, and we cherish the
times we spent with him. Earl’s
music inspired countless fans
across the world and his iconic
legacy will live on forever. We
appreciate all of the love and

QUESTIONS? CALL US!

601-209-9199
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IN MEMORIAM
Hip Hop Superstar DMX has died at 50

support during this incredibly
difficult time. Please respect
our privacy as we grieve the
loss of our brother, father, uncle
and the man the world knew as
DMX. We will share informa-
tion about his memorial service
once details are finalized.”

Raised by his aunt, DMX
took hip-hop by storm in the
1990s.

He won Source magazine’s
Unsigned Hype Award in Janu-
ary 1991 and released the pro-
mo single ‘Born Loser’ for Co-
lumbia Records.

After a nearly three-year hia-
tus, DMX returned to the lime-
light with an appearance on LL
Cool J’s “4,3,2,1.”

He worked with the Diddy
protégé MaS$e on *24 Hours To
Live,” the LOX’s “Money, Pow-
er & Respect,” and the remix of
Ice Cube’s smash hit, “We Be

Clubbin.””

After signing a contract with
Ruff Ryders/ Def Jam Records,
DMX recorded his iconic hit,
“Get At Me Dog,” which quick-
ly rose up the rap and pop mu-
sic charts.

His seminal CD, “It’s Dark
and Hell is Hot,” cemented his
legacy as a rap music genius.

The website AllMusic.com
noted that, following the deaths
of Tupac Shakur and the Noto-
rious BIG, DMX took over as
the undisputed reigning king of
hardcore rap.

“He was that rare commod-
ity: a commercial powerhouse
with artistic and street credibil-
ity to spare,” editors at AllIMu-
sic.com wrote.

“His rapid ascent to stardom
was actually almost a decade in
the making, which gave him a
chance to develop the theatri-

cal image that made him one of
rap’s most distinctive person-
alities during his heyday.”

Hype Williams’ motion pic-
ture “Belly” was among the first
to cast DMX in leading roles.

The 1998 film also included
Nas, Taral Hicks, Method Man,
R&B singer T-Boz, and Nation-
al Newspaper Publishers Asso-
ciation President and CEO Dr.
Benjamin F. Chavis Jr.

Before the end of 1998,
DMX completed his second al-
bum, and a pending buyout of
Def Jam pushed the record into
stores that December. Featur-
ing a controversial cover photo
of the rapper covered in blood,
Flesh of My Flesh, Blood of
My Blood entered the charts
at number one and eventually
went triple platinum.

The following year, DMX
hit the road with Jay-Z and the
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Method Man/Redman team or
the blockbuster Hard Knock
Life tour.

“The Ruff Ryders posse — of
which DMX was a core, found-
ing member — released a show-
case compilation, Ryde or Die.
Vol. 1,” AllMusic.com editors
wrote.

“With contributions from
DMX, as well as Eve, the LOX
and multiple guests, Ryde o1
Die, Vol. 1 debuted at number
one in the spring of 1999, fur-
ther cementing DMX’s Midas
touch.”

DMX went on to star in @
myriad of motion pictures and
television shows, including
“Any Given Sunday,” “Gone in
60 Seconds,” and “Cradle 2 the
Grave.”

DMX reportedly is survivec
by a fiancée, his mother and 15
children.
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“Putting Victims First”
Mississippl Department of Corrections

Division of Victim Services

Division of
Victim Serxvices

The Division of Victim Services (DVS) at the Mississippi Department of
Corrections (MDOC) offers a wide range of services to registered victims.

Victims can register with DVS to stay informed regarding any changes to an
offender’s status, to include: releases, transfers, movements, and hearings
before Mississippi State Parole Board. In addition, registered victims will
receive a welcome package with information on the Crime Victim Bill of
Rights as well as the Victim Compensation Fund.

Stay informed. All registrations are confidential.

Contact:

DVS Director: 601-359-5628
Victim Advocate: 601-359-3752
Victim Advocate (Parole): 601-359-5751
MS SAVIN Director: 601-359-5759
Email: victimservices@madoc.state.ms.us
Visit us on the web: www.mdoc.ms.gov
Or use QR code:

This ad is funded through support from Award #2019-V2-GX-0032 awarded to the Mississippi
Department of Health by the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Victims of Crime.






