
On Monday, about 20 Mississippi 
African-American ministers gath-
ered at New Hope Baptist Church to 
publically get the COVID-19 vac-
cine in an effort to encourage those 
that are reluctant to get their shots.

Even though there are many in-
dividuals in Mississippi that are 
frustrated because they have not 
been able to make appointments to 
receive the vaccine, there are others 
that are hesitant to even take it, es-
pecially African Americans. 

Fueled by a history of distrust, it 
has been reported by various news 
outlets that many African Ameri-
cans have a fear of taking the vac-
cine. According to a late summer 
poll by the Kaiser Family founda-
tion and The Undefeated, 70% of 
black Americans believe that people 
are treated unfairly based on race 
or ethnicity when they seek medi-
cal care, whereas some just want to 
wait and feel sure that the vaccine 
is safe.

One such individual is Christo-
pher Winters, president & CEO of 

Chris Winters Construction, LLC. 
“I am not planning to get a shot 
just yet due to the vaccines being 
new to the market. In the past it has 
taken drug companies years of R & 
D along with numerous amounts of 
clinical trials just to get a product 
submitted to the FDA for approval,”  
Winters said. “We just need to con-
tinue to monitor the current volun-
teers for the vaccines and not rush 
into a situation with a drug we really 
have not had the time to research 
the possible long term side effects, 
or its effectiveness in protecting us 

against the virus.”
Though not yet eligible to receive 

the vaccine, graphic artist Mar-
cus Johnson, who practices safety 
guidelines of social distancing, 
hand-washing and mask-wearing 
when in public asked, “Why do I 
need a solution for a problem I am 
not having?’ Johnson went on to 
say he needs more time because the 
vaccine was rushed and he needs 
more evidence that there are no is-
sues associated with the vaccine.
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National Newspaper Publishers As-
sociation (NNPA) President and CEO 
Benjamin F. Chavis Jr., was named 
to the inaugural CORE Multimedia 
Group’s 100 Most Infl uential Blacks 
Today.

The CORE 100 honorees, which 
include changemakers like Stacey 
Abrams, Attorney Ben Crump, NBA 
superstar LeBron James and Oprah 
Winfrey, mark and remind the world 
of the beauty, boldness and brilliance 
of Black Excellence at a time when the 
cultural, economic and political land-
scape in the United States has grown 
increasingly more hostile towards 
blackness.

“I am grateful for the recognition 

from the respected CORE Magazine,” 
remarked Chavis, who in addition to 
his tireless work for the NNPA, hosts a 
weekly national talk show on PBS and 
PBS World called “The Chavis Chron-
icles.”

“On behalf of the NNPA, represent-
ing the Black Press of America, and 
on behalf of The Chavis Chronicles on 
PBS TV, I accept with rededication the 
global struggle for freedom, justice and 
equality,” Chavis concluded.

The CORE 100 was unveiled in a se-
ries of communications that led to the 
full presentation in the CORE 100 Spe-
cial Issue Magazine on Feb. 1, 2021.

The addition of the CORE 100 Most 
Infl uential Blacks Today to the CORE 
brand supports the vision of former 
professional baseball player, coach and 

Young
Continued on page 3

It seemed only fi tting that imme-
diately after presenting the National 
Newspaper Publishers Association 
(NNPA) 2021 Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award to San Diego Voice & 
Viewpoint Publisher Dr. John War-
ren, legendary singer Miki Howard 
performed her classic, “Always 
There.”

Warren, who accepted his presti-
gious award virtually while battling 
an illness, has remained a steady 
hand among the more than 230 Afri-
can-American publishers and media 
company owners who are members 
of the Black Press of America.

On Friday, Jan. 29, the NNPA 
saluted the dedicated publisher and 
community leader for his decades-
long hard and inspiring work.

“I am deeply humbled with this 
award and what it represents com-
ing from those I have grown to love 
and respect over these decades,” 
Warren wrote in a statement accept-
ing the honor.

“I see the Black Press as a sacred 
trust, and I am glad to be both a part 
of its 194-year history and future 
now being made.”

Warren’s freedom fi ghting path 
began early, as many who know 
him expressed their admiration for 
the zeal he has always demonstrated 
when advocating for freedom, jus-
tice and equality.

In 1979, Warren served as a del-
egate to the Democratic National 
Convention in Memphis, Tenn., 
where he met his wife, Gerri.

For fi ve years, the couple lived 
in Washington, D.C. while Warren 
pursued and completed his law de-
gree.

The two returned to San Diego in 
1985 and, two years later, took over 
the San Diego Voice & Viewpoint.

The newspaper set standards in 
San Diego and around the country 
with its reporting and poignant edi-
torials.

The Voice & Viewpoint has rou-
tinely earned journalism and inno-
vation awards and has set standards 
in telling stories from the perspec-
tive of African Americans.

With Dr. and Mrs. Warren guid-
ing the popular publication, the 
Voice & Viewpoint has grown as 
the city’s largest African-American 
newspaper.

Its news features have highlighted 
people and events in the most com-
prehensive manner, while its edito-
rial and opinion section is viewed 
among the most intriguing.

The newspaper, which can be 
found in all 89 San Diego zip codes, 
appears on more than 350 news-
stands across the city.

Gerri Warren died in 2009, and 
Warren and his family have con-
tinued the mission of printing and 
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Black pastors receive COVID-19 
vaccine, hoping to encourage others 
Pastor Jerry Young receiving Covid-19 vaccination

 By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

Pastor Jerry Young receiving Covid-19 vaccination.

 By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Correspondent

 By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Correspondent
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A Senate impeachment trial, 
the aftermath of a deadly insur-
rection, racial tension boiling 
and a myriad of foreign policy 
and other issues are among the 
many challenges facing Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s administration.

Perhaps the biggest – or at 
least of most immediate concern 
– is the coronavirus pandemic, 
which many maintain former 
President Donald Trump mostly 
(and dangerously) ignored.

The underlining challenge of 
the pandemic is health care. A 
challenge which only heightens 
when one considers that Trump 
spent the last four years weaken-
ing and attempting to complete-
ly dismantle the Affordable Care 
Act, which protects health care 
for tens of millions of Ameri-
cans.

President Biden unveiled a 
$1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief 
plan, which he titled “American 
Rescue Plan.”

The plan includes direct pay-
ments in the form of $1,400 
stimulus checks to struggling 
Americans, increased federal 
unemployment benefi ts from 
$300 to $400 per week through 
the end of September and rais-
ing the federal minimum wage 
to $15 per hour.

The president also proposed a 
new $15 billion grant program 
for struggling small business 

owners, separate from the ex-
isting Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram, along with a $35 billion 
investment in local fi nancing 
programs that provide business-
es with low-interest loans.

He stated that the package 
would provide additional sup-
port for American workers and 
families until the COVID-19 
vaccine is more widely avail-
able.

“A crisis of deep human suf-
fering is in plain sight and there 
is no time to wait; we have to 
act now,” the new president 

said.
“In this moment of crisis, we 

cannot afford inaction. These 
investments in jobs will prevent 
long-term economic damage 
and the benefi ts will far surpass 
the cost.”

President Biden’s overall 
plan also calls for the restora-
tion of emergency paid sick 
leave, $350 billion in aid for 
state and local governments, 
and $170 billion to assist K-12 
schools and higher education.

Additionally, the plan in-
cludes extending eviction and 

foreclosure moratoriums until 
the end of September, with $5 
billion pledged to help tenants 
struggling to pay rent.

The ambitious plan contains 
$50 billion for coronavirus test-
ing, $20 billion toward a na-
tional vaccine program. What’s 
more, the president seeks to 
increase SNAP benefi ts by 15 
percent through September and 
raise the Child Tax Credit to 
$3,000 per child – and $3,600 
for children under 6. President 
Biden said he desires to make 
the Child Tax Credit refundable 

for the year.
Because of Trump’s assault 

on the Affordable Care Act 
– and health care in general, 
the percentage of uninsured 
Americans rose dramatically in 
the three years since President 
Barack Obama left offi ce.

In November, the Supreme 
Court heard arguments by Re-
publican attorneys general and 
the Trump administration, seek-
ing to repeal Obama’s signature 
legislation.

President Biden’s team esti-
mates that roughly two to three 
million people lost employer-
sponsored health insurance be-
tween March and September of 
2020.

The president said even fami-
lies who have maintained cov-
erage might struggle to pay pre-
miums and afford care.

Further, going into the pan-
demic, 30 million people were 
without coverage, limiting their 
access to the healthcare system 
in the middle of a pandemic.

To ensure access to health 
coverage, President Biden has 
called on Congress to subsidize 
continuation health coverage 
(COBRA) through the end of 
September.

He is also asking Congress 
to expand and increase the Pre-
mium Tax Credit’s value.

President Biden said he 
wants to lower health insur-
ance premiums for most Ameri-

cans and potentially eliminate 
them altogether for the poor, 
ensuring enrollees in govern-
ment-sponsored healthcare ex-
changes (including those who 
never had coverage through 
their jobs), will not pay more 
than 8.5 percent of their income 
for coverage.

“During this pandemic, mil-
lions of Americans, through no 
fault of their own, have lost the 
dignity and respect that comes 
with a job and a paycheck,” 
President Biden said.

“The very health of our na-
tion is at stake.”

In acknowledging the toll the 
pandemic and racism have tak-
en on Black America, the presi-
dent also seeks to address racial 
disparities.

He promised to increase 
funding for community health 
centers.

With America’s jails and 
prisons disproportionately pop-
ulated by African Americans, 
President Biden added that he 
wants to fi nancially support ef-
forts to help mitigate the impact 
the virus has had behind bars.

He addressed the growing 
hunger crisis that also primarily 
affects minority communities.

“More than one in fi ve black 
and Latino households in Amer-
ica report that they do not have 
enough food to eat,” the presi-
dent remarked. “It’s wrong. It’s 
tragic. It’s unacceptable.”

New administration’s biggest challenge: Biden 
launches head-on attack against COVID-19

President Biden unveiled a $1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief plan, which he titled “American Rescue Plan.”

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor



Vicksburg mayor, George Flaggs Jr., is running for a third 
term. Flaggs, initially elected in 2013, and re-elected in 2017, 
left the Democratic Party in 2018 in favor of running as an 
independent. He was a member of the Mississippi House of 
Representative, serving as chair of the corrections commit-
tee.

When asked about his plans for the city if re-elected, 
Flaggs said that he plans to continue working towards eco-
nomic development. Some plans include building a port, 
bringing more jobs to Vicksburg, introducing more housing 
and resurfacing roads.  

Flaggs’ time in offi ce has not been without controversy, 
however. In the wake of the BLM protests in 2020, Vicksburg 
Fire Chief Craig Danczyk made social media comments that 
seemingly threatened protestors with violence. Flaggs stood 
behind Danczyk during the controversy. The comments have 
since been deleted.

If re-elected, Flaggs has stated his plans to continue to en-
force the mask mandate recommended by the CDC. When 
asked about this decision, Flaggs said, “All I want to do 
with the mandatory masks is mitigate the spread of the virus 
and cut down on the number of deaths.” So far Mississippi 
has seen 6,056 deaths from COVID-19, with 109 deaths in 
Vicksburg.

After his run as mayor of Vicksburg concludes, Flaggs 
says that he has no plans to pursue another elected position. 
He urges the citizens of Vicksburg to vote June 8 for whoever 
they think is the best candidate for the city.

Flaggs stated, “I think people will vote for the best candi-
date that they think can best represent this city and I hope I’m 
that best candidate.”

executive; and magazine founder, Bo Porter, to address the void 
of black-owned, historical and culturally diverse publications.

“CORE Magazine blazes a trail with uplifting articles and a 
showcasing of unsung heroes often not found in mainstream 
media outlets,” the magazine noted in a news release.

CORE – Champion of Real Excellence – debuted Oct. 1, 2020.
Each quarterly issue contains distinct and recurring feature 

stories like “Ball2Business,” former athletes who successfully 
transitioned to the business sector; and “ME2me, professionals 
providing inspiration by sharing their lessons learned to their 
“younger selves.”

speaking truth to power.
“Each year, a distinguished publisher is honored who has served 

decades to keep the Black Press of America alive,” NNPA Presi-
dent and CEO Benjamin F. Chavis Jr., said during the presentation 
of the Lifetime Achievement Award.

The presentation occurred during the NNPA Midwinter Training 
Conference Friday, Jan. 29.

“It is indeed our pleasure to present Dr. John Warren, publisher 
of the San Diego Voice and Viewpoint, with the 2021 NNPA Life-
time Achievement Award, for his contributions in leadership and 
a lifetime of outstanding service to the community,” NNPA Chair 
and Houston Forward Times Publisher Karen Carter Richards an-
nounced.

In tribute to Warren, Chavis concluded, “Tonight, we are pleased 
to give the award to Rev. Dr. John Warren. He has done an out-
standing job as the distinguished publisher of the San Diego Voice 
& Viewpoint. We thank you for your leadership and we recognize 
your contribution to the Black Press’s sustainability.

“You are always on the frontlines speaking truth to power and 
publishing truth to power. On behalf of the NNPA, we are so hon-
ored to take this time to honor you for your decades of service, 
your decades of commitment and for opening the door and being 
a trailblazer for other publishes to follow. You represent the best 
of the NNPA.”

The award contained the inscription:
“For outstanding and meritorious lifetime contributions to the 

Black Press of America, with the highest standards of professional 
journalism and the consistent voice of being a transformational 
freedom fi ghter and NNPA publisher.” Jerry Young, pastor of New Hope Baptist Church and 

president of the National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc. was 
amongst the pastors who received his vaccine along with 
fi rst lady Helen Young. He said, “There is no other time that 
I can remember when it is more important for leaders to lead 
by example in order to insure the safety, security and health 
of our community.

Wanda Lovell, though not African-American, said, “Two 
weeks ago my perception of receiving a COVID vaccine 
was one of fear. I have a medical history that includes al-
lergic reactions to antibiotics on three different spectrums.  
Today I am less afraid of receiving the vaccine as the al-
lergic reactions do seem to be small in number and most are 
controlled, however, I would prefer to receive the Moderna 
vaccine because it seems to have less chance of producing 
an anaphylaxis reaction.

Andrea McDaniel, an African-American female, has a 
strong mistrust of physicians. She said, “Doctors are pre-
scribing us medicine which is poison, and are injecting our 
infants with poison. I am against the COVID vaccine, be-
cause I am looking to heal my body through the holistic ap-
proach, which is using herbs and food I consume, and not 
using medicine AKA poison.”

McDaniel said COVID -19 came and took the world by 
storm. She sees it as another way for the government to 
make money. She said, “Just think about how much money 
they have made by having consumers buy masks to cover 
their faces. Now they have really outsmarted us with the 
vaccine, because they know insurance companies will auto-
matically pay for it.”

McDaniel, a resident of Edwards, MS, said, “The Spanish 

fl u caused a worldwide pandemic just like COVID-19 but It 
took the pharmaceutical companies almost 20 years to ‘per-
fect’ a vaccine. Since I have a feeling of the vaccine being 
rushed, not trusting the doctors and having a holistic view on 
medicine, I will not be taking the vaccine.”

Dr. Claude Brunson, executive director of the Mississippi 
Medical Association, said “We do know there is hesitancy in 
the African-American community to take the vaccine for a 
number of reasons. We also know that the black church has 
always been important in the African-American community, 
the place where African Americans have gone for solace, 
refuge and advice from their faith leaders.”

Brunson says that some of the hesitancy comes from past 
experiences such as the Tuskegee Study when public health 
offi cials, including the CDC, studied untreated syphilis in 
African-American men and never gave them the cure when 
it became available. Brunson said that we have to recog-
nize and address these concerns and that the event at New 
Hope, sponsored by the Mississippi Health Department and 
the Mississippi Medical Association, was a step in the right 
direction.

Young said, “This virus is ravaging our community and 
it is critical that our community join the war on this virus 
by wearing masks, practicing social distancing, washing our 
hands and being vaccinated. That is why I called all of the 
Baptist State Convention presidents throughout Mississippi 
together to collectively, not simply declare that we should 
receive the vaccine, but to demonstrate that we should be 
vaccinated. By receiving the vaccine ourselves, we aim to 
show how critically important the vaccine is in bringing an 
end to this unprecedented pandemic.”

Chavis
Continued from page 1
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After four years of push back 
from the administration of Don-
ald Trump, Underground Railroad 
heroine Harriet Tubman may fi nally 
appear on U.S. currency.

“The Treasury Department is tak-
ing steps to resume those efforts 
to put Harriet Tubman on the $20 
bill,” White House Press Secretary 
Jen Psaki said Monday, Jan. 25.

“[The Biden administration] is 
exploring ways to speed up that ef-
fort. It’s important that our notes, 
our money refl ect the history and 
diversity of our country, and Harriet 
Tubman’s image on our new $20 
note would certainly refl ect that,” 
Psaki commented.

In April 2016, then-President 
Barack Obama announced that Tub-
man would replace Andrew Jackson 
on the $20 bill. Obama wanted the 
release of the new bill to coincide 
with the 100th anniversary of the 
passage of the 19th amendment in 
2020 that gave women the right to 
vote.

However, Trump had expressed 
an affi nity toward Confederate fi g-
ures and sang the praises of Jackson, 
claiming that he had led the U.S. to 
great success during his two-terms 
in offi ce from 1829 to 1837.

Jackson, a slave owner, joined 
the Confederate army after Virginia 
seceded in 1861. He served under 
Gen. Robert E. Lee during the Civil 
War.

Tubman, an escaped slave, led 
countless people to freedom. Trump 

suggested that he might consider 
placing her image on a $2 bill, but 
not replace Jackson.

President Biden has vowed to 
right the many wrongs of the Trump 
administration, including working 
toward improving race relations in 
America and offering more oppor-
tunities to people of color. Tubman 
would be the fi rst African-American 
woman featured on U.S. currency.

“The $20 currently features a 
former president, Andrew Jackson, 
who not only owned slaves, but or-
dered the death march of thousands 
of Native Americans,” NNPA’s 
General Counsel A. Scott Bolden 
wrote in a 2019 editorial.

“Euphemistically called ‘Indian 
Removal,’ the Trail of Tears made 
way for white settlers to claim mil-
lions of acres of southern land,” At-
torney Bolden wrote.

He continued:
“The attempted erasure of Tub-

man represents yet another move in 
the Trump playbook to disconnect 
racial reality from white fantasy. 
Harriet Tubman should be a re-
spected and lauded icon for people 
of every race and ethnicity. Did she 
not personify American ideals, at 
the risk of her own life? As a black 
woman in antebellum times, she 
was vulnerable to capture, prison, 
assault or lynching, but did she 
falter? Did she not refuse to kneel 
to any man or any king? Did she 
not fi ght for freedom against over-
whelming odds? Are these not the 
qualities we hold dear in our Ameri-
can heroes?”

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Correspondent

Biden Administration 
in push to put Harriet 
Tubman on $20 bill

Vicksburg Mayor 
seeks third term

First lady Helen Young about to receive Covid-19 vaccination while several members of the New Hope  Health Ministry look on.

Seven members of the New Hope Health Ministry

Tubman

Flaggs

By Aaron Terrett
Student Intern
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Rosie Mary Harris was born 
January 20, 1937, in Calhoun 
City, MS to the late Oliver 
Enochs and Sammie Mae 
Mims.

She graduated from Bruce 
High School in 1957 and 
earned a RN license from Mis-
sissippi Vocational College, 
later renamed Mississippi Val-
ley State. 

On September 29, 1959, she 
married the love of her life, 
Willis Harris Jr. and to this 
union three sons were born.

She became a Christian early 
in life, joining Pleasant Ridge 
C.M.E. Church in Calhoun 
City, MS. Later, she became 
a member of Bethel A.M.E. 
Church and Cedar Grove 
M.B. Church in Vicksburg, 
MS where she once served as 
president of the choir. She also 
served faithfully on the moth-
er’s board.

Rosie transitioned January 
29, 2021 at Merit Health River 
Region Hospital in Vicksburg. 

She leaves to cherish the 
memory of her life her loving 
husband of 61 years, Willie Har-
ris Jr.; two sons, Reginald Har-
ris and Terry Harris(Sharon); 
eight grandchildren, Courtney 
Harris Cooley, Bracey Harris, 
Terrence Harris, Myia Harris, 

Morgan Harris, Cole Harris, 
Madison Harris and Chandler 
Evans; four siblings, Pearlie 
Pryor, Ella McQuirt, Oliver 
Enochs Jr., all of Toledo, OH 
and Earlene Frazier of Calhoun 
City, MS; and a host of nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and 
friends.

She is proceeded in death by 
her father, Oliver Enochs Sr.; 
mother, Sammie Mae Sims, 
son, Fredrick Harris (Areda) 

and brother, Dennis Enochs.
Homegoing services for the 

family will be held Saturday, 
February 6, at Cedar Grove M. 
B. Church in Vicksburg, with 
Pastor Desmond A. Guyton, 
offi ciating.

Funeral arrangements are 
being handled by W.H. Jeffer-
son Funeral Home, Vicksburg, 
MS.

Face coverings and social 
distancing will be observed.

Cicely Tyson, the pioneering black actor who 
gained an Oscar nomination for her role as the 
sharecropper’s wife in “Sounder,’’ won a Tony 
Award in 2013 at age 88 and touched TV viewers’ 
hearts in “The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pitt-
man,’’ died Jan. 28, 2021, at age 96.

Tyson’s death was announced by her family, via 
her manager Larry Thompson, who did not imme-
diately provide additional details.

“With heavy heart, the family of Miss Cicely 
Tyson announces her peaceful transition this af-
ternoon. At this time, please allow the family their 
privacy,’’ according to a statement issued through 
Thompson.

A onetime model, Tyson began her screen ca-
reer with bit parts but gained fame in the early 
1970s when black women were fi nally starting to 
get starring roles. Tyson refused to take parts sim-
ply for the paycheck, remaining choosey.

“I’m very selective as I’ve been my whole ca-
reer about what I do. Unfortunately, I’m not the 
kind of person who works only for money. It has 
to have some real substance for me to do it,’’ she 
told The Associated Press in 2013.

Tributes from two former presidents and from 
across the worlds of Hollywood and Broadway 
poured in, with many praising her careful ap-
proach to her career and activism. “She took pride 
in knowing that whenever her face was on cam-
era, she would be playing a character who was a 
human being – fl awed but resilient; perfect not 
despite but because of their imperfections,’’ wrote 
former President Barack Obama, who awarded 
Tyson the Medal of Freedom in 2016.

Former President Bill Clinton wrote online that 
Tyson “brought complex characters to life with 
dignity and heart, and humanity and depth, always 
remaining true to herself.’’ “She used her career to 
illuminate the humanity in black people. The roles 
she played refl ected her values,’’ wrote Oprah 
Winfrey.

Tyson’s memoir, “Just As I Am,’’ was published 
this week.

Besides her Oscar nomination, she won two 
Emmys for playing the 110-year-old former slave 
in the 1974 television drama “The Autobiography 
of Miss Jane Pittman.’’ A new generation of mov-
iegoers saw her in the 2011 hit “The Help.’’

In 2018, she was given an honorary Oscar statu-
ette at the annual Governors Awards. “I come 
from lowly status. I grew up in an area that was 
called the slums at the time,’’ Tyson said at the 
time. “I still cannot imagine that I have met with 
presidents, kings, queens. How did I get here? I 
marvel at it.’’

Writing in “Blacks in American Film and Tele-
vision,’’ Donald Bogle described Tyson as “a 
striking fi gure: slender and intense with near-per-
fect bone structure, magnifi cent smooth skin, dark 
penetrating eyes, and a regal air that made her 
seem a woman of convictions and commitment. 
(Audiences) sensed... her power and range.’’

“Sounder,’’ based on the William H. Armstrong 
novel, was the fi lm that confi rmed her stardom in 
1972. Tyson was cast as the Depression-era lov-
ing wife of a sharecropper (Paul Winfi eld) who is 
confi ned in jail for stealing a piece of meat for his 
family. She is forced to care for their children and 
attend to the crops.

Her performance evoked rave reviews, and Ty-
son won an Academy Award nomination as best 
actress of 1972.

In an interview on the Turner Classic Mov-
ies cable channel, she recalled that she had been 
asked to test for a smaller role in the fi lm and said 
she wanted to play the mother, Rebecca. She was 
told, “You’re too young, you’re too pretty, you’re 
too sexy, you’re too this, you’re too that, and I 
said, ‘I am an actress.’’’

In 2013, at the age of 88, Tyson won the Tony 
for best leading actress in a play for the revival of 
Horton Foote’s “The Trip to Bountiful.’’ It was the 
actor’s fi rst time back on Broadway in three de-
cades and she refused to turn meekly away when 
the teleprompter told her to fi nish her acceptance 
speech.

“‘Please wrap it up,’ it says. Well, that’s exactly 
what you did with me: You wrapped me up in your 
arms after 30 years,’’ she told the crowd. She had 
prepared no speech (“I think it’s presumptuous,’’ 
she told the AP later. “I burned up half my time 
wondering what I was going to say.’’)

She reprised her winning role in the play for a 
Lifetime Television movie, which was screened 
at the White House. She returned to Broadway in 
2015 opposite James Earl Jones for a revival of 
“The Gin Game.’’

In the 1974 television drama “The Autobiog-
raphy of Miss Jane Pittman,’’ based on a novel 
by Ernest J. Gaines, Tyson is seen aging from a 
young woman in slavery to a 110-year-old who 
campaigned for the civil rights movement of the 
1960s. In the touching climax, she laboriously 
walks up to a “whites only’’ water fountain and 
takes a drink as white offi cers look on.

“It’s important that they see and hear history 
from Miss Jane’s point of view,’’ Tyson told The 
New York Times. “And I think they will be more 
ready to accept it from her than from someone 
younger’’

At the Emmy Awards, “Pittman’’ won multiple 
awards, including two honors for Tyson, best lead 
actress in a drama and best actress in a special.

“People ask me what I prefer doing – fi lm, 
stage, television? I say, ‘I would have done “Jane 
Pittman’’ in the basement or in a storefront.’ It’s 
the role that determines where I go,’’ she told the 
AP.

Tyson made her movie debut in the late 1950s 
with small roles in such fi lms as “Odds Against 
Tomorrow,’’ “The Last Angry Man,’’ and “The 
Comedians.’’ She played the romantic interest 
to Sammy Davis Jr.’s jazz musician in “A Man 
Called Adam.’’

She gained wider notice with a recurring role 
in the 1963 drama series “East Side, West Side,’’ 
which starred George C. Scott as a social worker. 
Tyson played his secretary, making her the fi rst 
black woman to have a continuing role in a dra-
matic television series.

She played a role in the 1968 drama “The Heart 
Is a Lonely Hunter’’ that was hailed by a reviewer 
as “an absolute embodiment of the slogan ‘Black 
is beautiful.’’’ In “Roots,’’ the 1977 miniseries that 
became one of the biggest events in TV history, 
she played Binta, mother of the protagonist, Kunta 
Kinte, played by LeVar Burton.

She also appeared on Broadway in the 1960s in 
“The Cool World,’’ “Tiger, Tiger Burning Bright’’ 
and other plays. Off-Broadway, she appeared with 
such future stars as Maya Angelou, Godfrey Cam-
bridge and James Earl Jones in a 1961 production 
of French playwright Jean Genet’s “The Blacks.’’

She won a Drama Desk award in 1962 for a 
role in the off-Broadway “Moon on a Rainbow 
Shawl.’’

She complained to an interviewer: “We black 
actresses have played so many prostitutes and 
drug addicts and house maids, always negative. 
I won’t play that kind of characterless role any 
more, even if I have to go back to starving.’’

She continued with such fi lms as “The Blue 
Bird,’’ “Concorde – Airport ‘79,’’ “Fried Green 
Tomatoes,’’ “The Grass Harp’’ and Tyler Perry’s 
“Diary of a Mad Black Woman.’’

She won a supporting actress Emmy in 1994 
for “Oldest Living Confederate Widow Tells All.’’ 
She was nominated for Emmys several other 
times, including for “Roots,’’ “King,’’ “The Marva 
Collins Story’’ “Sweet Justice’’ and “A Lesson Be-
fore Dying.’’

In recent years, she was part of a panel dis-
cussion for “Cherish the Day,’’ an eight-episode 
OWN anthology series created and produced by 
Ava DuVernay. She played the mother of Viola 
Davis’ character on “How to Get Away with Mur-
der.’’

Tyson’s parents moved from the island of Nevis 
in the Caribbean to New York, where Cicely (her 
name was spelled early on as Cecily and Sicely) 
was born in 1924, the youngest of three children. 
When her parents separated, her mother went on 
welfare. At 9 Cicely sold shopping bags on the 
streets of East Harlem.

When she graduated from high school, she 
found work as a secretary at the Red Cross. Her 
striking looks prompted friends to advise her to 
take up modeling and that led to acting schools, 
theater, movies and television.

“My mother told me I could no longer live 
in her house because I was determined to be an 
actress,’’ she told an interviewer in 1990. “I said 
‘OK,’ and I moved out.’’

Tyson was married once, to jazz great Miles Da-
vis. The wedding was held in 1981 at Bill Cosby’s 
home in Massachusetts, attended by show busi-
ness notables. They divorced in 1988.

Tyson was never hard to spot. She tried to say 
no to wearing a terrifi cally large hat to Aretha 
Franklin’s 2018 funeral, only to be overruled by 
her designer. The hat would become a viral high-
light.

“I never thought in my career that I would be 
upstaged by a hat. And I did not want to wear it,’’ 
Tyson said later. “I said, ‘I can’t wear that hat, I 
will be blocking the view of the people behind me, 
they won’t be able to see and they’ll call me all 
kinds of names.’ He just looked at me and said, 
‘Put the hat on.’’’

She came around, telling the AP she thought 
of the hat as homage to Franklin’s appearance at 
Obama’s inauguration.

Cicely Tyson
By Mark Kennedy
AP Entertainment Writer

January 20, 1937 - January 29, 2021
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Murrah High School has 
earned the College Board 
AP® Computer Science Fe-
male Diversity Award for 
achieving high female rep-
resentation in AP Computer 
Science Principles. Schools 
honored with the AP Com-
puter Science Female Diver-
sity Award have expanded 
girls’ access in AP Computer 
Science courses.

Out of the 20,000 institu-
tions that offer AP courses, 
1,119 achieved either 50% or 
higher female representation 
in one of the two AP computer 
science courses or a percent-
age of the female computer 
science examinees meeting or 
exceeding that of the school’s 
female population during the 
2019-2020 school year. That’s 
nearly 37% more than the 818 
schools recognized last year. 
In 2020, Murrah was one of 
831 recognized in the catego-
ry of AP Computer Science 
Principles. In Mississippi, 
only six schools received this 
recognition:

Computer Science Princi-
ples Award:

• Columbia High School, 
Columbia School District

• Northwest Rankin High 
School, Rankin County 
School District

• Ocean Springs High 
School, Ocean Springs 
School District

• Ridgeland High School, 
Madison County School Dis-
trict

• William B. Murrah High 
School, Jackson Public 
Schools

Computer Science Prin-
ciples Award and Computer 
Science A Award:

• Pass Christian High 
School, Pass Christian School 
District

“I appreciate the distinc-
tion and I am proud of the 
work that our Computer Sci-
ence Principles teacher, Mr. 
Derrick Chapman, has done 
to provide his students with 
innovative and quality learn-
ing experiences,” said Dr. Al-
vanette Buchanan, principal 
at Murrah.

“During an unprecedented 
year, Mississippi female stu-
dents have demonstrated per-

severance and dedication in 
their study of AP Computer 
Science,” said Carey Wright, 
state superintendent of educa-
tion. “We could not be more 
proud of Mississippi’s female 
students for staking their 
claim as the next generation 
of STEM and computer sci-
ence professionals. We can’t 
wait to see their passion for 
next generation technology 
lead to lifelong success.”

“Murrah’s students need 
the power to shape technol-
ogy, not just cope with it,” 
says Stefanie Sanford, Col-
lege Board chief of global 
policy and external relations. 
“Young women deserve an 
equal opportunity to become 
the next generation of entre-
preneurs, engineers and tech 
leaders. Closing the gap in 
computer science education 
empowers young women to 
build the future they want.”

The fi rst year of AP Com-
puter Science Principles in 
2016-17 attracted more stu-
dents than any other AP 
course debut, and participa-
tion is on the rise. In 2020, 
more than 116,000 students 
took the AP CSP exam – 
more than double the number 
of exam takers in the course’s 
fi rst year, and a 21% increase 
over the previous year. In 
2020, 39,570 women took the 
AP CSP exam, nearly three 
times the number who tested 
in 2017.

Providing female students 
with access to computer sci-
ence courses is critical to en-
suring gender parity in the in-
dustry’s high-paying jobs and 
to drive innovation, creativity 
and representation.

The median annual wage 
for computer and information 
technology occupations was 
$88,240 in May 2019. How-
ever, a code.org analysis of 
2017 Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics data fi nds women repre-
sent just 24% of the 5 million 
people in computing occupa-
tions.

That’s why new College 
Board research about AP 
CSP is so encouraging. Ac-
cording to the data, female 
students who take AP CSP 
in high school are more than 
5 times as likely to major in 

computer science in college, 
compared to similar female 
students who did not take 
CSP. The study also fi nds AP 
CSP students are nearly twice 
as likely to enroll in AP CSA, 
and that for most students, 
AP CSP serves as a stepping-
stone to other advanced AP 
STEM coursework.

These fi ndings make it 
all the more imperative that 
schools nationwide achieve 
gender parity in AP Com-
puter Science classrooms. 
The 1,119 schools that receive 
this year’s AP Computer Sci-
ence Female Diversity Award 
should serve as inspirations 
and models for all American 
high schools, where overall, 
female students remain un-
der-represented in computer 
science classes, comprising 
just 34% of AP Computer Sci-
ence Principles participants. 

So there is a long way to go 
to achieve equal gender repre-
sentation in the fi eld of com-
puter science. Currently, less 
than half of the nation’s high 
schools teach foundational 
computer science, a clear op-
portunity to be addressed by 
strong partnerships between 
policymakers, the tech indus-
try and educators.

Jackson Public Schools 
is the second-largest school 
district in Mississippi, serv-
ing more than 80 percent of 
school-aged children in the 
state’s capital and only urban 
municipality.

With a fi rm belief in the 
importance of equity, excel-
lence, growth mindset, re-
lationships, relevance and 
positive and respectful cul-
tures, JPS works to develop 
scholars through world-class 
learning experiences to attain 
an exceptional knowledge 
base, critical and relevant 
skill sets and the necessary 
dispositions for great success.

With 1,352 students en-
rolled in grades 9-12, Murrah 
is one of the largest public 
high schools in the state. 

Murrah offers accelerated, 
advanced placement and col-
lege credit courses in numer-
ous subject areas, including 
English, foreign language, 
mathematics, science, art and 
social science.

Spann Elementary had two 
winners in the Mississippi Chil-
dren’s Museum Virtual Science 
Fair.

Lia Davis was the 3rd Grade 
Division winner with her project 
Magic Bag Polymers and Mary 

Latham was the 5th Grade Divi-
sion winner with her project The 
Mysteries of Glow in the Dark.

All winners received a free 
Wonderbox Kit designed to help 
promote STEAM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, Arts, and 
Math) learning at home. Each 

kit includes supplies and instruc-
tions for a family fun activity.

All students who participated 
in the Science Fair were award-
ed a certifi cate of participation 
and were invited to the Museum  
January 18 for a day of STEAM 
programming.

EDUCATION
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Anniversaries and 
birthdays are special 
events. Each gives us 
a reason to celebrate 
and to think about the 
previous year. Both 
are highlighted by be-

ing with family and friends. We give 
gifts and cards and are thankful for 
the time together.

However, there are some anniver-
saries you would like to forget. How 
about the coronavirus anniversary? 
I would sure like to forget but like 
you, I cannot.

The fi rst known case of COVID-19 
was in Snohomish County which is 
north of Seattle Washington. It ar-
rived without fanfare in January 
2020. I can recall watching the news 
and hearing about the coronavirus. 
The reports were that it was occur-
ring in other parts of the world.

Like you, when I heard other 
parts of the world, I never thought it 
would come to America. COVID-19 
in America? If I had to bet on it, I 
would have bet against it coming to 
our country.

I was wrong. The coronavirus has 
absorbed our country and our world. 
It has been with us day and night. It 
has been relentless in attacking our 
families. At this moment, we have 
over 440,000 family members and 
friends that have passed away. Din-
ner tables are missing their presence, 
and their voices have been silenced.

Now at least two strains have been 
discovered. These strains started 
in England and South Africa. Two 
cases have been discovered in South 
Carolina and Maryland. The United 
Kingdom variant has been detected 
in 20 of our states. We are in an up-
hill climb against COVID-19.

The enemy has set up shop here 
and it is the coronavirus. It was de-
clared a pandemic July 1, 2020.

Despite the negative look, we have 
a promising outlook. There have 
been over 49 million vaccines dis-
tributed and almost 28 million doses 
administered. The state of West Vir-
ginia leads the country in vaccine 
distribution. They have already used 
81% of their vaccine allotment.

Pfi zer and Moderna have been the 
two major vaccines. Johnson and 
Johnson will fi le papers next week 
with the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA) for an emergency use 
authorization. In trials thus far, it 
has been found to be 85% effective 
against severe disease.

If approved, it is projected they 
will give 100 million doses by June. 
This is good news when combined 
with the existing vaccines.

The Johnson and Johnson product 
will only require 1 shot. This will 
be a welcomed relief for people who 
have vaccine hesitancy. Dr. Celine 
Gounder, infectious disease spe-
cialist, said on CNN recently to get 
whatever vaccine you can get.

The administration is providing 
regular updates on vaccine avail-
ability and when it will be going to 
various locations around the coun-
try. New sites are opening so that 
more Americans can receive the 
vaccine.

“Every vaccine that is sitting in a 
warehouse rather than going into an 
arm could mean one more life lost,” 
said Health and Human Services Di-
rector Alex Azar.

While the vaccines are in various 
stages of implementation and ap-
proval, we must still follow the same 
rules.

Some recent reports suggest that 
two masks should be worn however 
Dr. Anthony Fauci said to simply 
follow the CDC guidelines. Their 
guidelines do not say you must wear 
two masks.

When I am in the public square, 
I do see some people with a mask 
and a face shield. People must make 
their own decision.

Now wearing a face mask is re-
quired when travelling via any type 
of public transportation. It is my 
thinking that we must comply and 
not complain.

Currently, there are over 26 mil-
lion COVID-19 cases and the num-
bers continue to rise.

We are in the middle of some 
tough times. We are long suffering, 
but we know that things will get bet-
ter. Tough times don’t last, but tough 
people do.
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It is the COVID-19 
anniversary. Let’s 

not celebrate.

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused 
grief and mourning for a lot of people. 
I have had a number friends die from 
this pandemic. I couldn’t attend a lot of 
their memorial services but at age 70 
I will them. When someone you love 
dies, it’s natural to feel pain from your 
loss and grieve. Some will try to avoid 
feeling pain. It is understandable not to 
want to feel pain but it is not good to just 
avoid pain caused by the loss and un-
reconciled grief. People that appear to be 
doing “OK” with their grief sometimes 
develop depression, anxiety and may be-
come addicted to alcohol or drugs. Un-
reconciled grief can lead to a wide range 
of physical aliments that include fatigue, 
headaches, high blood pressure, heart 
disease and digestive problems.

There is no set timetable for your get-
ting over grief or mourning. You could 
feel better in weeks but it could last from 
a few months to a few years. The time-
table is different for everyone.

We also have to know the difference 
between grief and mourning. Grief rep-
resents your thoughts and feelings you 
experience after a loss. Mourning is the 
outward expressions or signs of griev-
ing. Knowing the differences between 
them can help you cope with loss.

Grief is a common and normal psy-
chological response following a death or 
loss. Grief happens shortly after a loss 
is experienced. Symptoms of grief can 
include: 

• Sadness
• Longing to be with the person who 

was lost
• Thoughts and memories of the per-

son
• Anxiety
• Anger
Grief refers to the internal experi-

ences of loss, mourning is an outward 
expressions of grief. Common examples 
of mourning are sometimes cultural 
and can include preparing for a funeral, 
wearing black, sharing memories or 
stories about a loved one. Most of these 
events give structure to your grieving 
process. You have to remember there is 
no formal guide for mourning and can 
vary from person to person.

Mourning can help us to accept and 
emotionally process death or loss. 
Mourning can be lengthy and painful 
but it is healthy. The mourning process 

allows people to re-engage with their 
daily life and to feel joy and happiness 
again. 

Some examples of mourning include:
• Crying
• Expressing your thoughts through 

music or dance
• Celebrating anniversaries you shared
• Talking about your loss.
• Exercising
There are a lot of misconceptions with 

grief and mourning.
Misconception #1: You should move 

away from grief not forward.
Society sometimes doesn’t give us 

enough time to grieve. We are expect-
ed to get “back to normal” as quickly 
as possible. If we continue to express 
grief outwardly we are often viewed as 
weak or self-pitying. We are expected to 
shape-up and get on with our life. This 
attitude leads some to isolate or attempt 
to run away from their grief through 
over working or abusing alcohol or 
drugs. If you mask or move away from 
your grief it can create anxiety, confu-
sion and depression.

We should face our grief. We should 
allow ourselves to feel emotions and 
mourn. We can talk to others or keep a 
journal expressing our feelings.

Misconception #2: Grief is mainly 
about the physical loss of the person who 
died.

The death of a loved one creates 
many secondary losses that can include 
connections to yourself and the world 
around you. You can feel like a part of 
you died. You can feel you lost a sense 
of security. You can feel you lost your 

future. Understanding your range and 
depth of your feeling can help you feel 
more self-compassionate.

Physical compassion can include eat-
ing well, exercising regularly and getting 
enough sleep. Emotional compassion 
can include claiming your right to feel 
a multitude of emotions and the right to 
talk about your grief. Mental compas-
sion can include asking yourself what 
you want and being reasonable about 
what you can do. Spiritual compassion 
can include starting each day with medi-
tation or a walk in the park.

Misconception #3: After a loved one 
dies the goal should be to “get over” your 
grief as soon as possible.

Grief is not something you can solve 
or an illness you can recover from. We 
have to resolve to integrate the new re-
ality of moving forward in life without 
the person who died. Reconciliation will 
bring a renewed sense of energy and 
confi dence, an ability to fully acknowl-
edge the reality of the death and a capac-
ity to become re-involved in the activi-
ties of living. This takes time.

Misconception #4: When grief and 
mourning are fully reconciled, they nev-
er come up again.

You will always feel some grief be-
cause of death but it will not always dom-
inate your life. Having these thoughts is 
not a bad thing.

Remember there is no timetable for 
grieving or mourning. Be patient with 
yourself. It takes time to heal. If after a 
period of time you still feel you are still 
struggling you should consider a com-
passionate grief counselor. You can con-
sult the Association for Death Education 
and Counseling (ADEC.org)

Mississippi residents who skip some 
elections would risk being purged from 
voter rolls, under bills being considered 
at the state Capitol.

Critics say the proposals would en-
danger constitutional rights in a state 
where some older black residents still 
remember facing violence or economic 
repercussions for registering to vote.

Supporters of House Bill 4 and Sen-
ate Bill 2588 say keeping voter rolls up 
to date can be diffi cult, and poorly kept 
rolls can make it challenging for courts 
to fi nd enough people for jury duty.

Under current Mississippi law, coun-
ty election commissioners may remove 
a person’s name from a voter roll if that 
person has died, moved away, been 
judged mentally incompetent or been 
convicted of a disenfranchising crime.

The bills say commissioners also 
would be required to remove the name 
of a person who fails to vote at least 
once during a four-year period and fails 
to respond to certifi ed mail from the 
election commission that seeks to con-
fi rm the person still lives at the address 
where he or she is registered.

Voters’ names could not be purged 
from the rolls within 90 days of an 
election, and the county would have to 
maintain records for at least four years 
showing a purged name and the reason 

the name was removed from the rolls.
Republican Lt. Gov. Delbert Hose-

mann said he supports the bills, which 
are based on an Ohio law that was up-
held by the U.S. Supreme Court in a 5-4 
ruling in 2018.

Hosemann served 12 years as secre-
tary of state, Mississippi’s top election 
offi cial. He told reporters Thursday that 
having a system to keep accurate voter 
rolls is important.

“I don’t think you need to go further 
than the last election to see people have 
questions about that,’’ Hosemann said.

Democratic Rep. Zakiya Summers 
of Jackson is a former Hinds County 
election commissioner. She said during 
a House Apportionment and Elections 
Committee meeting Thursday that Mis-
sissippi needs to make voting easier, not 
more diffi cult.

“We need to be very careful before 
we put something like this in statute 
that is actually going to disenfranchise 
voters in the state of Mississippi, with 
the history that Mississippi has when it 
comes to voting rights and enfranchise-
ment,’’ Summers said.

Rep. Jansen Owen of Poplarville is 
one of the few Republicans expressing 
concerns about the bills so far. During 
the committee meeting, Owen asked: 
“If something happens and I am unable 
to respond to a notice or I don’t receive 
it or, you know, my wife throws it into 

the trash just like she always does, then 
I’m going to be purged from the voter 
rolls, even though I’m a consistent vot-
er?’’

A staff attorney for the Apportion-
ment and Elections Committee told 
Owen that a person could not be purged 
from the voter rolls just because of fail-
ure to respond to certifi ed mail; the 
person would also have to not vote for 
four years – a period that includes a 
presidential election, a federal midterm 
for congressional seats and a statewide 
election for governor and other offi cials.

Each bill advanced through a com-
mittee last week, with opposition that 
mostly came from Democrats. The 
House bill awaits consideration in the 
next few weeks in the House, and the 
Senate bill awaits consideration in the 
Senate. Both of the Republican-con-
trolled chambers would have to agree 
on a single bill before it could go to Re-
publican Gov. Tate Reeves.

Caren Short, senior staff attorney for 
the Southern Poverty Law Center Ac-
tion Fund, said in a news release that 
the bills are “extreme’’ and would have 
“a disproportionately harmful effect on 
black voters, young voters and lower-
income voters.” She also said that if ei-
ther bill becomes law, the center “will 
consider all its options to ensure that 
Mississippi voters are not punished for 
failing to vote.”

Experiencing 
grief and mourning

Analysis: Mississippi debates 
quicker purge of voter rolls

By Vince Faust 
The Mississippi Link Newswire

A southern Mississippi sheriff’s 
deputy was fatally shot Monday while 
responding to a call of an attempted 
suicide, authorities said.

Lt. Michael Boutte was shot as he 
tried to get out of his vehicle Mon-
day near a home in Hancock County, 
Sheriff Ricky Adam told the Sun 
Herald of Biloxi. The suspect then 
fi red at a second responding deputy 
who returned fi re and wounded the 
suspect, Adam said.

Boutte was airlifted to a New Or-
leans hospital and later pronounced 
dead. The unidentifi ed suspect was 
hospitalized. Authorities did not im-
mediately elaborate on the suspect’s 
injuries or provide details about what 
prompted the call of an attempted sui-
cide.

Boutte was an Air Force veteran 
who had been in law enforcement for 
eight years, according to a sheriff’s 
department news release.

“The Hancock County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce suffered a huge loss today,’’ 
Adam said in the statement. “Mike 
was an incredible deputy and more 
so a fi ne person. He was a mentor to 
our younger deputies, and I know he 
will be greatly missed by his peers. 
You never saw him without a smile 

or a positive attitude. I can’t begin to 
describe the heartbreak we are all ex-
periencing right now.”

Boutte served in Operation Des-
ert Storm during his time in the Air 
Force. He later attended the U.S. 
Marine Corps Police Academy and 
served in the reserves in New Or-
leans, authorities said.

Boutte was “awarded the Life Sav-
ing Medal for saving a child’s life” 
and also was credited with spear-
heading a National Crime Night Out 
initiative, among other accomplish-
ments, the sheriff’s department said.

On Monday night, Gov. Tate 
Reeves expressed his condolences 
over Boutte’s death.

“His fearless service demonstrates 
his courage and the outpouring of 
love demonstrates just how great this 
loss is,’’ Reeves tweeted. “He is a 
fallen hero.’’

Mississippi deputy 
fatally shot while 
responding to call

Associated Press

By James B. Ewers Jr.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio

By Emily Wagster Pettus
Associated Press

Boutte
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February is Black History Month 
– and black people just made a 
whole lot of history. 

Joe Biden is our president and 
Donald Trump is not because black 
organizers and voters decided that 
they would not be denied their right 

as American citizens to be heard at the ballot box. 
Kamala Harris is our history-making vice presi-

dent, a black and Southeast Asian woman and the 
daughter of immigrants, thanks to the millions of 
black people who encouraged family, friends and 
neighbors to vote. 

Rev. Raphael Warnock and Jon Ossoff are sena-
tors because black people and their allies in Geor-
gia turned out in November, and again in January, 
to signal a new day in the heart of the Old South. 

All this makes me grateful that Black History 
Month comes in February. It encourages us to 
think about those who made these historic mo-
ments possible. 

I’m thinking about the freedom fi ghters and 
voting rights activists – and the courageous ordi-
nary people whose names don’t show up in history 
books, but who showed up to fi ght against injus-
tice. They often faced violence and brutality that 
was fueled by the racist power structure’s desire to 
maintain power at all costs. 

Does that sound familiar? Just a few weeks ago, 
we saw our democracy challenged by that same 
kind of poison. We watched a president incite his 
supporters to violence by denying the legitimacy 
of black people’s votes. The rage among Trump’s 
followers was stoked by endless repetitions of the 
lie that so-called real Americans had reelected 
him in a landslide, and that the election was sto-
len from them by corrupt big-city machines – read 
black offi cials and voters – and their communist 
allies.

Black History Month is a good time to remem-
ber that Martin Luther King Jr. and the movement 
he led were also smeared as communists out to 
destroy America. 

And you don’t have to be a historian to have no-
ticed the Confederate fl ags and the lynching noose 
brought to the Capitol January 6 by the mob that 
claimed they were taking back the election and the 
country. 

In 2013, conservatives on the U.S. Supreme 
Court gutted the Voting Rights Act, which has 
long been considered the crown jewel of the civil 
rights movement.

Immediately, state legislators, especially in 
the old Confederate states, took advantage of the 
federal government’s forced retreat from justice. 
They passed all kinds of new restrictions on vot-
ing. People in the civil rights and voting rights 
movements did not give up in despair after that 
devastating setback. They knew that every bit of 
progress is met with resistance. And the greater 
the progress, the greater the backlash.

Right-wing politicians are already responding 
to black voters’ turnout and the victories they 
made possible by preparing new plans to restrict 
voting. Some Pennsylvania Republicans who were 
supporters of voting by mail just a couple years 
ago are now trying to end it. We must defeat these 
efforts.

As we welcome the Biden-Harris administra-
tion and encourage them to govern boldly to ad-
vance equality, justice and opportunity, I think 
back to 2009, when Barack Obama made history 
as our fi rst black president. That year, I participat-
ed in a Story Corps conversation with my mother 
and grandmother about their own histories of civil 
rights activism. My grandmother – who is still 
with us today at age 104 – sent me off with a mes-
sage that is just as true today: “There’s a lot left 
to be done.”

There are many ways to think about the stub-
born resistance to the full inclusion of black peo-
ple in this country. Right now, I want to focus on 
this: The civil rights movement’s victories were 
especially amazing given the intensity of the op-
position. Our recent election wins are even more 
impressive when you consider that they were won 
in the face of powerful political forces working to 
make it harder for people to vote. 

Our optimism and hope are grounded in our his-
tory of overcoming.

Ben Jealous serves as president of People For 
the American Way and People For the American 
Way Foundation. Jealous has decades of experi-
ence as a leader, coalition builder, campaigner 
for social justice and seasoned nonprofi t execu-
tive. In 2008, he was chosen as the youngest-ever 
president and CEO of the NAACP. He is a gradu-
ate of Columbia University and Oxford, where he 
was a Rhodes Scholar, and he has taught at Princ-
eton and the University of Pennsylvania.

There’s
a lot left

to be done

“Few people in 
our nation’s history 
have been more 
challenged or found 
a time more chal-
lenging or diffi cult 
than the time we’re 

in now,” President Biden said re-
ferring to the ongoing coronavi-
rus.

This is an accurate statement, 
but many American historians 
would say that is why there is an 
election every four years for presi-
dent. During the last pandemic, 
100 years ago, there were 625,000 
Americans who died, and the re-
sponsibility of the president was 
to solve the crisis. Twelve years 
ago, when President Obama took 
offi ce the country was bankrupt, 
and there were monumental fi nan-
cial problems, and he solved them. 
This is the role and responsibility 
of the president to resolve insur-
mountable issues, with a vision 
that brings about change and suc-
cess.

America almost lost Democ-
racy on January 6, 2021, with the 
storming of the Federal Capitol 
building. After the election in 

2020, President Donald Trump 
continued to promote one huge 
lie. Essentially, he told the country 
and the world, that he had really 
won the election.

Even though millions of Ameri-
cans and the former President all 
believed this huge lie, there was 
a peaceful transition of power, 
and President Joe Biden took his 
oath of offi ce January 20, 2021. 
The focus of this great inaugura-
tion speech was unity and trying 
to bring back together a divided 
country after four years of politi-
cal turmoil.

“Chief Justice Roberts, Vice 
President Harris, Speaker Pelosi, 
Leader Schumer, Leader McCo-
nnell, Vice President Pence, dis-
tinguished guests, and my fellow 
Americans. This is American’s 
day. This is democracy’s day. A 
day of history and hope. Of re-
newal and resolve,” said President 
Biden during his inauguration 
speech.

It didn’t matter whether or not 
you voted for the president, this 
speech was powerful, because 
it made you believe in America 
again.

“Today we celebrate the triumph 
not of a candidate, but of a cause, 

the cause of democracy. The will 
of the people has been heard and 
the will of the people has been 
heeded,” said President Biden.

What a beautiful day and a 
beautiful speech. America is at a 
crossroads and there is a tremen-
dous amount of work to be done. 
But the new president is ready to 
do the work, and all around the 
country and the world people are 
smiling.

“We have learned again that 
democracy is precious. Democ-
racy is fragile. And at this hour, 
my friends, democracy has pre-
vailed,” said the president.

It is very easy to talk that talk, 
but to execute is where the rubber 
meets the road.

During the fi rst day on the job, 
President Biden issued a slew 
of executive orders that disman-
tled the policies of Ex-President 
Trump. In his fi rst offi cial day, 
President Biden got busy with no 
hesitation, and let the Republi-
cans know there was a new sher-
iff in town –Washington, D.C. 
He rejoined the World Health 
Organization, rejoined the Paris 
Climate Accord, implemented a 
mask requirement in the Federal 
government, ended a Muslim trav-

eler ban, paused student debt until 
September 30, delayed housing 
foreclosure until March 31, ended 
the building of the border wall, 
preserved DACA, and much more.

The push back started from the 
Republicans before the ink could 
dry on the Executive Orders.

On the second day in offi ce, 
controversial House Republican 
Congresswoman Marjorie Taylor-
Greene fi led articles of impeach-
ment against President Biden. In 
certain states around the country, 
Republican party members are 
saying leftists are taking control of 
both houses and the White House.

On the federal level, many Re-
publican congressmen and women 
are saying that President Biden’s 
big stimulus plan is too expensive, 
and it is doomed to not pass on the 
Senate fl oor.

President Biden wants unity, but 
it does appear that the Republi-
cans are ready to fi ght for power. 
The most we can expect from Re-
publicans at this time is bipartisan 
politics that are not controversial 
and they can agree with. This 
must be done in incremental steps, 
with positive conversation and 
dialogue, which everyone is com-
mitted to and believes in.

Institutions have 
been defi ned as “in-
tegrated systems of 
rules that structure 
social interactions.” 
A more thought-
provoking view, 

however, may refl ect institutions 
as integrated social interactions 
that structure systems. In the case 
of private prisons, there has been 
planned and deliberate methodol-
ogy to the multifaceted negative 
outcomes on people of color.

World-wide the United States 
imprisons more citizens than any 
other country. The U.S. rate of 639 
per 100,000 is extraordinarily high 
when compared to the rates of the 
United Kingdom, China and Can-
ada, all having rates less than 150 
per 100,000.

The private prison industry, Cor-
rection Corporation of America, 
was started in 1983 by the founder 
of Hospital Corporation of Ameri-
ca, Jack C. Massey. An interesting 
dynamic that the nation’s largest 
healthcare system, presumably 
dedicated to human physical and 
mental well-being, was founded 

by the same person whose prison 
enterprise contributes to one of the 
worst type of human misery.

It is dangerous when profi t and 
not fair application of justice drives 
punishment. The average cost of 
housing a prisoner in New York 
State is nearly $70,000 annually. It 
is easy to extrapolate why young 
black children were caught up in 
laws designed to try them as adults, 

and why laws have increasingly 
meted out longer prison terms for 
simple crimes to black and Hispan-
ic people. Recently, Univision News 
revealed that collectively blacks and 
Hispanics represent 34% of the U.S. 
population, but account for 53% of 
people incarcerated. 

President Biden’s recent execu-
tive order terminating contracts 
with private prisons, though signed 

with good intentions, may not have 
the teeth one might anticipate. 
Biden’s order covers “federal” 
contracts, some of which will not 
expire until he is no longer in of-
fi ce. Not to mention, the order has 
no impact on state private prison 
contracts. Nonetheless, Biden’s 
focus on this conundrum shines a 
spotlight on an issue long in need 
of attention.

Democracy survived
an insurrection; America 

now needs unity

Complexion and the 
private prison complex
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A few weeks 
ago, I wrote a 
column about do-
ing things afraid.  
I want to con-
tinue that discus-
sion this week.  
By doing things 

afraid, I don’t mean that you are 
controlled by your fear. By do-
ing things afraid, I mean doing 
things in spite of your fears. Do-
ing things afraid also means that 
you are more cautious and less 
likely to take unnecessary risks.

In looking at doing things 
afraid, I focused on the story of 
Gideon from Judges 6-8 who 
God called to be a great warrior 
but who was initially gripped by 
fear. At fi rst, he used excuses and 
then he asked God multiple times 
to confi rm His word. Eventually, 
Gideon acted boldly and faithful-
ly did what God told him to do. 
As a result, he and his men were 
victorious in battle. But before 
he could get to those courageous 
battles, he had to work through 
his fear.

Judges 6:21-23 describes 
Gideon as having a conversation 
with the angel of the Lord, then 
having a conversation with the 
Lord himself. He was so encour-
aged by his conversation with the 
Lord that he worshipped. Judges 
6:25 describes him having an-
other visitation from God where 
he was told to tear down the altar 
to the false god Baal and to con-
struct one to the Lord.

However, verse 27 shows that 
Gideon was obedient but he was 
also afraid. “So Gideon took ten 
men from among his servants 
and did as the LORD had said to 
him. But because he feared his 

father’s household and the men of 
the city too much to do it by day, 
he did it by night.” The Lord did 
not tell him when to tear down 
the altar so Gideon choose to do 
it at a time that he thought would 
be the least noticeable because he 
was afraid. Part of what he was 
afraid of was what others would 
think about him.  However, de-
spite that fear, he was still obedi-
ent to God. 

Some have questioned Gide-
on’s motives and re-reading this 
passage I could see why. Because 
he destroyed the altar in the 
“dark of night,” some have ar-
gued that it didn’t really count as 
being obedient to God. For them, 
in order for it count, he needed 
to show greater faith and do it in 
broad daylight.

But the way I read this pas-
sage, Gideon showed the kind 
of faith that I’m more familiar 
with. I’d like to think of myself 
as a mighty woman of faith who 
trusts 100%.  But that is not al-
ways the case. Like Gideon, I 
want do what the Lord says, but 
because of my own insecurities, I 
am both obedient and concerned 
about being judged by oth-
ers. Yet, rather than waiting for 
the fear to go away, I do things 
afraid. And by doing things that 
God has called me to do afraid, I 
prepare myself for the next step 
of faith that may require even 
greater courage and obedience. 

Shewanda Riley is a Fort 
Worth, Texas based author of 
“Love Hangover: Moving from 
Pain to Purpose After a Rela-
tionship Ends” and “Writing to 
the Beat of God’s Heart: A Book 
of Prayers for Writers.” Email 
preservedbypurpose@gmail.
com or follow her on Twitter @
shewanda.
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We read in 
James 4:7-8 
these words: 
“Submit your-
selves therefore 
to God. Resist 
the devil, and he 

will fl ee from you. Draw nigh 
to God, and He will draw nigh 
to you.” This text gives perfect 
instructions, and one who will 
follow them will always suc-
ceed in getting rid of Satan.

First, resist the devil, and 
he will fl ee; secondly, draw 
nigh to God. Some people 
spend all their time resisting 

the devil, consequently hav-
ing no time to draw nigh to 
God. Satan does not care how 
much you resist in your own 
strength; but when you begin 
to draw nigh to God, then Sa-
tan trembles and fl ees away. 
He is willing to fi ght with you 
for a lifetime if he can thereby 
hinder you from drawing nigh 
to God.

When Satan is resisted 
steadfastly in the faith and the 
soul draws nigh to God, there 
is no longer hope for Satan 
and the only alternative left 
for him is to fl ee. If you show 
a weak faith and listen to the 
suggestion of the enemy, he is 

well pleased. Sometimes Sa-
tan must be ignored. It is not 
always necessary to get on 
your knees to resist the devil.

Some people pray because 
Satan tells them to do so. He 
will accuse them of having 
done wrong and suggest that 
they pray a while. They will 
then spend an hour or two, per-
haps half a day, on their knees 
not praying, but listening to 
the suggestions of the devil 
and trying to get rid of him 
in their own strength. Never 
pray because you are accused. 
When you pray, always pray to 
the Lord who is ever willing 
to hear you and grant you all 

your needs. Ask Him in faith 
and confi dence for the needed 
strength and grace, never for-
getting to thank Him for what 
He’s done.

I have found that the best 
way to get rid of Satan is to 
quit thinking of his sugges-
tions – to utterly ignore him 
and to interest myself in some-
thing benefi cial.

Part II – 2-11-2021
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 

pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, 
Hampton VA 23669. He is a 
member of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelism Church 
of God, Anderson, Ind.

Draw nigh to God P R E S E R V E D

The year
of doing 

things, afraid
 By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
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CLASSIFIED

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENTS 
TO THE CITY OF JACKSON ZONING ORDINANCE

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, no-
tice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in anywise affected thereby, that the 
Planning Board for the City of Jackson, will be conducting a public hearing on proposed 
text amendments to the City of Jackson Offi cial Zoning Ordinance as adopted on May 
29, 1974 and subsequently amended. 

Amendments to the text of the Zoning ordinance are intended to provide for a more ef-
fi cient Zoning Ordinance and establish more effective zoning regulations for each of the 
zoning districts.   Copies of the proposed text amendments will be available for review at 
the Offi ce of City Planning 200 S President Street, Suite 204, Jackson, and MS 39201.  
For additional information please submit an email to eainsworth@city.jackson.ms.us. 

The said proposed text amendments will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing 
in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, February 24, 
2021 at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard after which a 
record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommen-
dation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person 
owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning 
Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, 
or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 
hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters 
or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELCONFERENECE/VIDEO OR IN PER-
SON WITH REGARDS TO WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING 
REQUIREMENTS.  MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFER-
ENCE\VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER 
PRIOR TO FEBRUARY 17, 2021. 

WITNESS my signature this the 28th day of January 28, 2021.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

2-4-2021, 2-18-2021

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

AMI WATER METERS
TWENTY-FOUR (24) MONTH TERM

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is soliciting proposals for AMI Water 
Meters.

Proposals will be received at the Offi ce of the Municipal Clerk or electronically until 3:30 
P.M. CT, February 23, 2021, at which time proposal will be publicly opened at the City 
Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers).

Copies of the request for proposals may be obtained from Carla Dazet, Water-Sewer 
Business Administration, 1000 Metrocenter, Suite 100, Jackson, Mississippi 39209 or 
through Central Bidding at their website, www.centralbidding.com.  A copy of the request 
for proposals is also available for review through the Offi ce of the Municipal Clerk.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public con-
tracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business op-
portunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, 
each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in accordance with the provision of the 
City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply 
with the City’s EBO Executive Order shall disqualify a contractor, bidder, or offeror from 
being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal 
Business Opportunity Program, please contact the Offi ce of Economic Development at 
601-960-1055. Copies of the Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications, and a copy of 
the program are available at 200 South President Street, Room 223, Hood Building, 
Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson is committed to cultivating and ensuring the quality of life of its 
citizens, through various programs, employment initiatives, and assistance. The City en-
courages all persons, corporations, and other entities doing business within the City, as 
well as those who seek to contract with the City on various project or conduct business 
in the City to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents 
for employment opportunities.

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all bidders will 
be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be 
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, or disability in 
consideration for an award.

Sealed, signed proposals must be received no later than 3:30p.m. Central Standard 
Time, on February 21, 2021, whether submitted electronically or as physical copies.  All 
proposals submitted as physical copies shall be submitted to the attention of:

If by hand delivery: City of Jackson
  Offi ce of the Municipal Clerk
  219 South President Street
  Jackson, Mississippi  39201

If by mail:  City of Jackson
  Offi ce of the Municipal Clerk
  Post Offi ce Box 17
  Jackson, MS  39205-0017

Proposals may also be submitted electronically.  An electronic proposal can be submitted 
at www.centralbidding.com.  For any questions relating to the electronic bidding process, 
please call Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.

A pre-proposal conference will be held on February 16, 2021 at 2:00 pm.  The pre-
proposal meeting may be held as a virtual meeting or as an in-person meeting, depend-
ing upon situation that exists at that time.  Details about the pre-proposal meeting will 
be provided to all entities requesting a copy of the RFP and may also be obtained by 
contacting Carla Dazet through the contact information provided below.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all proposals.  The City also reserves the 
right to waive any and all informalities with respect to any proposal submitted.  Proposal 
awards will be made to the best proposer based on the evaluation criteria in the request 
for proposals.

For technical questions about this proposal contact Carla Dazet by telephone at (601) 
960-2387 or by email at cgammill@jacksonms.gov.

2-4-2021, 2-11-2021

LEGAL

Advertisement for Bids

Sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of Jackson, Mississippi, at 219 S. President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 or at Post Offi ce Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205 
until 3:30 PM, local time, Tuesday, March 9, 2021, at which time they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud for:
The demolition and cleaning of Casa Grande Apartments located at 3603 Terry Rd (Par-
cels 626-118 and 626-118-1)

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and ensur-
ing the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, 
and assistance.  The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing 
business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract with the City on various 
projects and or conduct business in the City, to assist the City in achieving its goal by 
strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public contract-
ing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunity 
for all persons doing business with the City.   As a pre-condition to selection, each con-
tractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportu-
nity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in accordance with the provisions of the City 
of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Ordinance.  Failure to comply with the 
City’s Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded an 
eligible contract.  For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Oppor-
tunity Program, please contact the Offi ce of Economic Development at 601-960-1055.  
Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are available 
at 200 South President Street, Room 223, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all bidders will 
be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be 
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, or disability in 
consideration for an award.

Contract Documents may be obtained from and/or examined at the offi ces of the Com-
munity Improvement Division located at 200 S. President Street, Suite 331, Jackson, 
Mississippi 39201. Telephone 601.960.1054. Prospective bidders may obtain copies of 
all materials required for bidding purposes.  There is NO charge for electronic or e-
mail copies.  Offi cial bid documents can be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.
centralbidding.com.  Electronic bids can be submitted at www.centralbidding.com.  For 
any questions relating to the electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding at 
225-810-4814.

Bid preparation will be in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.  The City reserves 
the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any and all irregularities in respect to 
any bid submitted or to accept any proposal which is deemed most favorable to the City 
of Jackson.

by: LaTonya Miller, Manager   
Community Improvement Division of Planning and Development 

2-4-2021, 2-11-2021
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LEGAL

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with= the Mississippi Statutes governing 
the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle will be sold for repair and 
storage charges and for cost of this sale.

2003 Kia Spectra
Vin: KNAFB121135247659
Registered to:  Thomas, Destiny     
McKenzie Check Advance of Mississippi, LLC, Lien Holder
Date of Sale:  Feb. 5, 2021
Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services; 6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, MS 39213

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and all bids. 
   Time: 10:00 A.M.

1-21-2021, 1-28-2021, 2-4-2021

LEGAL

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes governing the 
sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle will be sold for repair and 
storage charges and for cost of this sale.

1989 Caprice
Vin: 1G1BL5178KA147889
Registered to:  Dykes, Robert L.         
Georges Place, Inc., Lien Holder
Date of Sale:  Feb. 5, 2021
Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services; 6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, MS 39213
Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and all bids. 
   Time: 10:00 A.M.

1-21-2021, 1-28-2021, 2-4-2021

LEGAL

Advertisement for Electronic Bid 
Bid 3164 General Improvements at Oak Forest 

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bids will be received by the Board of 
Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) February 26, 2021, at 
which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference 
concerning the project General Improvements at Oak Forest will be held at Oak Forest 
Elementary School, on February 5, 2021 at 10:00 A.M. Attendance at the pre-bid confer-
ence is not mandatory but strongly encouraged. The Board of Trustees reserves the right 
to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid 
if approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date bids are opened. 

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.jpsdmsprojects.
com. A $200.00 Non-refundable deposit shall be required on each printed set of bid 
specs/documents. A $100.00 Nonrefundable deposit shall be required on each digital 
PDF set of bid specs/documents. Documents must be purchased through the website. 
All plan holders are required to have a valid email address for registration. Questions re-
garding website registration and online orders, please contact Plan House Printing, 607 
W. Main Street, Tupelo, MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid documents 
please contact Cody Farris at Duvall Decker Architects, Phone: 601-713-1128 or Email: 
cnfduvalldeckerarchitects.com. 

1-28-2021, 2-4-2021

LEGAL

Advertisement for RFP

RFP 2021-01 Performance Management/Training System

Sealed, written formal rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received by the Board of 
Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time), February 18, 2021 at 
which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees 
reserves the right to reject any and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the ac-
ceptance of any rfp if approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date rfps are opened.  

Proposal forms and detailed specifi cations may be obtained free of charge by emailing  
HYPERLINK “mailto:adevans@jackson.k12.ms.us” adevans@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling 
(601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked up at the above address or downloaded 
from JPS website at  HYPERLINK “http://www.jackson.k12.ms.us” www.jackson.k12.
ms.us.  

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 9:59 a.m. 
(local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be delivered to JPSD 
Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201. 

2-4-2021, 2-11-2021

LEGAL

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes governing the 
sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle will be sold for repair and 
storage charges and for cost of this sale.

2011 Niss ATR Vin #1N4BL2APOBN516085
Registered to:  Smith, Patricia A. Caldwell, Dominique 
Well Fargo Dealer Service, Lien Holder
Date of Sale:  Feb. 19, 2021
Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services; 6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, MS 39213
Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and all bids. 
   Time: 10:00 A.M.

1-28-2021, 2-4-2021, 2-11-2021

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

METERING AS A SERVICE

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is soliciting proposals for Metering 
as a Service.

Proposals will be received at the Offi ce of the Municipal Clerk or electronically until 3:30 
P.M. CT, March 2, 2021, at which time proposal will be publicly opened at the City Hall 
located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers).

Copies of the request for proposals may be obtained from Carla Dazet, Water-Sewer 
Business Administration, 1000 Metrocenter, Suite 100, Jackson, Mississippi 39209 or 
through Central Bidding at their website, www.centralbidding.com.  A copy of the request 
for proposals is also available for review through the Offi ce of the Municipal Clerk.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public con-
tracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business op-
portunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, 
each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in accordance with the provision of the 
City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply 
with the City’s EBO Executive Order shall disqualify a contractor, bidder, or offeror from 
being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal 
Business Opportunity Program, please contact the Offi ce of Economic Development at 
601-960-1055. Copies of the Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications, and a copy of 
the program are available at 200 South President Street, Room 223, Hood Building, 
Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson is committed to cultivating and ensuring the quality of life of its 
citizens, through various programs, employment initiatives, and assistance. The City en-
courages all persons, corporations, and other entities doing business within the City, as 
well as those who seek to contract with the City on various project or conduct business 
in the City to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents 
for employment opportunities.

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all bidders will 
be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be 
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, or disability in 
consideration for an award.

Sealed, signed proposals must be received no later than 3:30p.m. Central Standard 
Time, on March 2, 2021, whether submitted electronically or as physical copies.  All 
proposals submitted as physical copies shall be submitted to the attention of:

If by hand delivery: City of Jackson
 Offi ce of the Municipal Clerk
 219 South President Street
 Jackson, Mississippi  39201

If by mail: City of Jackson
 Offi ce of the Municipal Clerk
 Post Offi ce Box 17
 Jackson, MS  39205-0017

Proposals may also be submitted electronically.  An electronic proposal can be submitted 
at www.centralbidding.com.  For any questions relating to the electronic bidding process, 
please call Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.

A pre-proposal conference will be held on February 16, 2021 at 10:00 am.  The pre-
proposal meeting may be held as a virtual meeting or as an in-person meeting, depend-
ing upon situation that exists at that time.  Details about the pre-proposal meeting will 
be provided to all entities requesting a copy of the RFP and may also be obtained by 
contacting Carla Dazet through the contact information provided below.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all proposals.  The City also reserves the 
right to waive any and all informalities with respect to any proposal submitted.  Proposal 
awards will be made to the best proposer based on the evaluation criteria in the request 
for proposals.
For technical questions about this proposal contact Carla Dazet by telephone at (601) 
960-2387 or by email at cgammill@jacksonms.gov.

Robert Blaine, Ph.D.
Chief Administrative Offi cer

1-28-2021, 2-4-2021

LEGAL

ANNOUNCEMENT:

The City of Jackson is seeking individuals to work as poll workers from the hours of 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. for the upcoming 2021 Municipal Elections to be held on the following 
dates:

Primary, April 6, 2021
Primary Run-off, April 27, 2021
General, June 8, 2021

Each poll worker will be required to attend a two (2) training class.  All interested par-
ties should contact Kathy Cole, Deputy City Clerk at (601) 960-1033 or Linda Sanders, 
Chairperson of the Municipal Election Commission at (601) 960-1021 for additional in-
formation.

1-21-2021, 1-28-2021, 2-4-2021

LEGAL

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT 
ZONING CASE NO. 4116

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, no-
tice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Alltel 
Communications, d/b/a Verizon Wireless has fi led with the Planning Board for the City 
of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to construct a wireless commercial 
communications tower facility within a R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District for prop-
erty located at Parcel 830-80-2 on TV Road in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, 
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

All that tract or parcel of land lying and being in Hinds County, Mississippi, and being 
4.97 acres within the lands of Fountain Real Estate, L.P., as recorded in Deed Book 
4392 page 142, and being further located in Lot 18 of Saunders Farm Subdivision, as 
recorded in Plat Book 2 Page 107, Hinds County records, and being more particularly 
described as follows:

BEGINNING at a ½-inch rebar found on the northerly right-of-way line of TV Road (hav-
ing a 60-foot right-of-way), said rebar marking the southeast corner of said Fountain 
Real Estate lands; Thence running along said northerly right-of-way line, North 89°59’54” 
West, 399.93 feet to the southwest corner of said Lot 18; Thence leaving said right-of-
way line and running along the west line of Lot 18 (said line also being the west line of 
a 15-foot wide sewer easement), North 00°00’06” East, 541.23 feet to a point; Thence 
leaving said west line of Lot 18 and running, South 89°59’54” East, 399.93 feet to a bent 
1-inch open top pipe found; Thence, South 00°00’06” West, 541.23 feet to a ½-inch rebar 
found on the northerly right-of-way line of TV Road and the POINT OF BEGINNING. 

Bearings based on Mississippi Grid North, NAD83, West Zone.

Said tract contains 4.97 acres (216,455 square feet), more or less and was compiled 
using tax maps and deed descriptions. This description does not constitute a subdivision 
and is intended for zoning purposes only.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, February 24, 2021, at which time all 
parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, 
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the 
City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof 
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator 
at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PER-
SON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANC-
ING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFER-
ENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER 
PRIOR TO FEBRUARY 17, 2021.

WITNESS my signature this 28th day of January 2021.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

2-4-2021, 2-18-2021

LEGAL

Wait List/Applications

Mississippi Regional Housing Authority VI (MRHA VI) will open its Wait List for Hickman 
Heights Apartment, located at 150 Angle Drive, Jackson, MS. This new development, 
scheduled to open in the Summer 2021, will include 100 rent subsidized units with a mix 
of 80 one-bedrooms and 20 two-bedrooms. Persons interested in applying for housing 
assistance must make application during the open period, Monday, December 14, 2020 
@ 8:00 am and will remain open until further notice. All applications must be made online 
at: https://mrhavi.apply4housing.com/. Preference will be given to persons ages 55 and 
over. Questions contact (601) 373-7040.

12-17-2020 12-24-2020, 12-31-2020, 1-7-2021, 
1-14-2021, 1-21-2021, 1-28-2021, 2-4-2021
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Advertisement for Electronic Bid
Bid 3165 John Hopkins Elementary School Parking and Entry Improvements 

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bids will be received by the Board of 
Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 P.M. (Local Prevailing Time) March 5, 2021, at 
which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference 
concerning the project John Hopkins Elementary School Parking and Entry Improvements 
will be held at 170 John Hopkins Road Jackson, MS 39209, on February 25, 2021 at 9:30 
A.M.  Attendance at the pre-bid conference is not mandatory but strongly encouraged. The 
Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and 
to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date 
bids are opened.  

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.jpsdmsprojects.
com.  A $150.00 Non-refundable deposit shall be required on each printed set of bid specs/
documents. A $100.00 Nonrefundable deposit shall be required on each digital PDF set 
of bid specs/documents.  Documents must be purchased through the website. All plan 
holders are required to have a valid email address for registration. Questions regarding 
website registration and online orders, please contact Plan House Printing, 607 W. Main 
Street, Tupelo, MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid documents please 
contact Charles Bunniran at Allen & Hoshall, Phone: 601-977-8993 or Email: cbunniran@
allenhoshall.com.
   
Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. until 9:59 a.m. 
(local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, must be delivered to JPSD 
Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

2-4-2021, 2-11-2021

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING 
ZONING CASE NO. 4115

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council of 
Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to 
all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that TQL Holdings, LLC and The Quarter 
Lakeland, LLC have fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application request-
ing a Rezoning of the ancillary and adjacent parcels from C-2 (Limited) Commercial District to C-3 
(General) Commercial District to provide for consistent zoning for the entire development (“The 
Quarter”) for the property located on 1830 (Parcel 590-22-13) & 0 Crane Ridge Drive (Parcels 
590-22-4, 590-105 & 590-22-15) described as:

TRACT 1: 
SITUATED IN THE COUNTY OF HINDS, STATE OF MISSISSIPPI:
A CERTAIN PARCEL OF LAND BEING SITUATED IN GOVERNMENT LOT 4, SECTION 30, 
T6N-R2E, CITY OF JACKSON, HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, AND BEING MORE PARTICU-
LARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

BEGIN AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THAT CERTAIN PARCEL OF PROPERTY AS DE-
SCRIBED IN A DEED OF TRUST, EXECUTED BY LORBRIDGE, INC., AS RECORDED IN 
DEED BOOK 1979 AT PAGE 91, ON FILE AND OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHAN-
CERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI; SAID POINT OF BEGINNING 
BEING 600 FEET SOUTH AND 800 FEET EAST OF THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE 
AFORESAID GOVERNMENT LOT 4; RUN THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 12 MINUTES 00 
SECONDS WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 239.73 FEET TO AN EXISTING IRON PIN ON THE 
NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF CRANE RIDGE DRIVE (AS NOW LAID OUT AND IM-
PROVED); RUN THENCE SOUTH 82 DEGREES 12 MINUTES 25 SECONDS WEST ALONG 
SAID NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF CRANE RIDGE DRIVE FOR A DISTANCE OF 154.89 
FEET TO A POINT ON THE EAST EDGE OF A CONCRETE DRIVE; LEAVING SAID NORTH 
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF CRANE RIDGE DRIVE, RUN THENCE NORTH 15 DEGREES 40 
MINUTES 34 SECONDS WEST ALONG SAID EAST EDGE OF A CONCRETE DRIVE FOR A 
DISTANCE OF 6.84 FEET; RUN THENCE NORTH 10 DEGREES 11 MINUTES 01 SECONDS 
WEST ALONG SAID EAST EDGE OF A CONCRETE DRIVE FOR A DISTANCE OF 70.46 FEET 
TO A POINT ON THE SOUTH EDGE OF A CONCRETE PARKING AREA; LEAVING SAID EAST 
EDGE OF A CONCRETE DRIVE, RUN THENCE NORTH 81 DEGREES 39 MINUTES 49 SEC-
ONDS EAST ALONG SAID SOUTH EDGE OF A CONCRETE PARKING AREA FOR A DIS-
TANCE OF 84.69 FEET TO A POINT; LEAVING SAID SOUTH EDGE OF A CONCRETE PARK-
ING AREA, RUN THENCE NORTH 09 DEGREES 15 MINUTES 20 SECONDS WEST ALONG 
THE EAST EDGE OF SAID CONCRETE PARKING AREA FOR A DISTANCE OF 60.51 FEET 
TO A POINT; LEAVING SAID EAST EDGE OF A CONCRETE PARKING _AREA, RUN THENCE 
SOUTH 81 DEGREES 41 MINUTES 53 SECONDS WEST ALONG THE NORTH EDGE OF 
SAID CONCRETE PARKING AREA FOR A DISTANCE OF 20.59 FEET TO A POINT ON THE 
EAST LINE OF LOT 5, CRANE RIDGE PROFESSIONAL QUARTERS, A SUBDIVISION AC-
CORDING TO THE MAP OR PLAT THEREOF, ON FILE AND OF RECORD IN THE AFORE-
SAID CHANCERY CLERK’S OFFICE, AS NOW RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 37 AT PAGE 2; 
LEAVING SAID NORTH EDGE OF A CONCRETE PARKING AREA, RUN THENCE NORTH 00 
DEGREES 40 MINUTES 0O SECONDS EAST ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID LOT 5, 
CRANE RIDGE PROFESSIONAL QUARTERS FOR A DISTANCE OF 73.11 FEET TO THE 
NORTHEAST CORNER THEREOF: RUN THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 19 MINUTES 57 
SECONDS WEST ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF SAID LOT 5, LOT 4 AND LOT 3 OF SAID 
CRANE RIDGE PROFESSIONAL QUARTERS FOR A DISTANCE OF 128.00 FEET TO AN 
EXISTING 1/2 IRON PIN; LEAVING SAID NORTH LINE OF LOT 3, CRANE RIDGE PROFES-
SIONAL QUARTERS, RUN THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 40 MINUTES 00 SECONDS 
WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 96.41 FEET TO AN EXISTING IRON PIN; SAID POINT ALSO 
BEING ON THE WEST EDGE OF THE AFORESAID CONCRETE PARKING AREA; RUN 
THENCE SOUTH 09 DEGREES 16 MINUTES 36 SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID WEST 
EDGE OF A CONCRETE PARKING AREA FOR A DISTANCE OF 58.32 FEET TO A POINT; 
LEAVING SAID WEST EDGE OF A CONCRETE PARKING AREA, RUN THENCE NORTH 81 
DEGREES 09 MINUTES 09 SECONDS EAST ALONG THE SOUTH EDGE OF A CONCRETE 
PARKING AREA FOR A DISTANCE OF 40.74 FEET TO A POINT ON THE WEST EDGE OF 
SAID CONCRETE DRIVE; LEAVING SAID SOUTH EDGE OF A CONCRETE PARKING AREA, 
RUN THENCE SOUTH 10 DEGREES 11 MINUTES 35 SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID WEST 
EDGE OF A CONCRETE DRIVE FOR A DISTANCE OF 70.26 FEET; RUN THENCE SOUTH 04 
DEGREES 53 MINUTES 48 SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID WEST EDGE OF A CONCRETE 
PARKING AREA FOR A DISTANCE OF 6.61 FEET TO A POINT ON THE AFORESAID NORTH 
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF CRANE RIDGE DRIVE; SAID POINT ALSO BEING ON THE ARC OF 
A 14.0086 DEGREE CURVE BEARING TO THE LEFT HAVING A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 11 
DEGREES 42 MINUTES 03 SECONDS AND A RADIUS OF 409.00 FEET; RUN THENCE 
ALONG SAID NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF CRANE RIDGE DRIVE AND ALONG THE 
ARC OF SAID CURVE AN ARC LENGTH OF 83.52 FEET TO AN EXISTING IRON PIN; SAID 
CURVE HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 74 DEGREES 13 MINUTES 18 SECONDS 
WEST AND A CHORD DISTANCE OF 83.38 FEET; LEAVING SAID NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY 
LINE OF CRANE RIDGE DRIVE, RUN THENCE NORTH 07 DEGREES 10 MINUTES 00 SEC-
ONDS WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 57.79 FEET TO A POINT ON THE CENTERLINE OF A 
MISSISSIPPI POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY 200 FOOT WIDE EASEMENT AS DESCRIBED 
IN DEED RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 910 AT PAGE 597, ON FILE AND OF RECORD IN THE 
AFORESAID CHANCERY CLERK’S OFFICE; RUN THENCE SOUTH 82 DEGREES 49 MIN-
UTES 11 SECONDS WEST ALONG SAID CENTERLINE OF A MISSISSIPPI POWER AND 
LIGHT COMPANY EASEMENT FOR A DISTANCE OF 240.28 FEET TO A POINT; RUN 
THENCE NORTH 06 DEGREES 18 MINUTES 00 SECONDS WEST ALONG SAID CENTER-
LINE OF A MISSISSIPPI POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY EASEMENT FOR A DISTANCE OF 
267.84 FEET TO A POINT ON THE SOUTH LINE OF THE MISSISSIPPI POWER AND LIGHT 
COMPANY PROPERTY AS DESCRIBED IN DEED RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 868 AT PAGE 
144, ON FILE AND OF RECORD IN THE AFORESAID CHANCERY CLERK’S OFFICE; LEAV-
ING SAID CENTERLINE OF A MISSISSIPPI POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY EASEMENT, 
RUN THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 20 MINUTES 00 SECONDS WEST ALONG SAID 
SOUTH LINE OF THE MISSISSIPPI POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY PROPERTY FOR A DIS-
TANCE OF 193.61 FEET TO A POINT ON THE NORTH LINE OF LOT 1, CRANE RIDGE SUB-
DIVISION, A SUBDIVISION ACCORDING TO THE MAP OR PLAT THEREOF, ON FILE AND OF 
RECORD IN THE AFORESAID CHANCERY CLERK’S OFFICE, AS NOW RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 30 AT PAGE 27; SAID POINT ALSO BEING ON THE EAST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE 
OF RIDGEWOOD ROAD (AS NOW LAID OUT AND IMPROVED); LEAVING SAID NORTH 
LINE OF LOT 1, CRANE RIDGE SUBDIVISION AND SAID SOUTH LINE OF THE MISSISSIPPI 
POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY PROPERTY, RUN THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 12 MIN-
UTES 00 SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID EAST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF RIDGEWOOD 
ROAD FOR A DISTANCE OF 245.52 FEET; LEAVING SAID EAST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF 
RIDGEWOOD ROAD, RUN THENCE EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 330.00 FEET TO A POINT 
ON THE EAST LINE OF SAID MISSISSIPPI POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY PROPERTY; 
RUN THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 12 MINUTES 00 SECONDS EAST ALONG THE EAST 
LINE OF SAID MISSISSIPPI POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY PROPERTY FOR A DISTANCE 
OF 253.42 FEET TO A POINT ON THE SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF MISSISSIPPI STATE 
HIGHWAY 25 AS NOW LAID OUT AND IMPROVED); SAID POINT ALSO BEING IN THE ARC 
OF A 0.50529 DEGREE CURVE BEARING TO THE RIGHT HAVING A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 
00 DEGREES 05 MINUTES 04 SECONDS AND A RADIUS OF 11,339.16 FEET; LEAVING SAID 
EAST LINE OF THE MISSISSIPPI POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY PROPERTY, RUN THENCE 
ALONG SAID SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF MISSISSIPPI STATE HIGHWAY 25 AND 
ALONG THE ARC OF SAID CURVE AN ARC LENGTH OF 16.73 FEET; SAID CURVE HAVING 
A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 83 DEGREES 25 MINUTES 09 SECONDS EAST AND A 
CHORD DISTANCE OF 16.73 FEET; RUN THENCE NORTH 07 DEGREES 15 MINUTES 00 
SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF MISSISSIPPI STATE HIGH-
WAY 25 FOR A DISTANCE OF 20.00 FEET TO THE ORIGINAL SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE 
OF MISSISSIPPI STATE HIGHWAY 25; SAID POINT ALSO BEING IN THE ARC OF A 0.50440 
DEGREE CURVE BEARING TO THE RIGHT HAVING A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 00 DEGREES 
53 MINUTES 36 SECONDS AND A RADIUS OF 11,359.16 FEET; RUN THENCE ALONG SAID 
ORIGINAL SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF MISSISSIPPI STATE HIGHWAY 25 AND ALONG 
THE ARC OF SAID CURVE AN ARC LENGTH OF 177.10 FEET TO THE POINT OF TANGEN-
CY OF SAID CURVE; SAID CURVE HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 82 DEGREES 
55 MINUTES 45 SECONDS EAST AND A CHORD DISTANCE OF 177.10 FEET; RUN THENCE 
SOUTH 55 DEGREES 24 MINUTES 56 SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID ORIGINAL SOUTH 
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF MISSISSIPPI STATE HIGHWAY 25 FOR A DISTANCE OF 110.83 
FEET TO THE POINT CURVATURE OF A 0.50663 DEGREE CURVE BEARING TO THE RIGHT 
HAVING A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 00 DEGREES 34 MINUTES 53 SECONDS AND A RADIUS 
OF 11,309.16 FEET; RUN THENCE ALONG SAID ORIGINAL SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF 
MISSISSIPPI STATE HIGHWAY 25 AND ALONG THE ARC OF SAID CURVE AN ARC LENGTH 
OF 114.76 FEET; SAID CURVE HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 81 DEGREES 41 
MINUTES 31 SECONDS EAST AND A CHORD DISTANCE OF 114.76 FEET; LEAVING SAID 
ORIGINAL SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF MISSISSIPPI STATE HIGHWAY 25 AND THE 
ARC OF SAID CURVE, RUN THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 12 MINUTES 00 SECONDS 
WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 424.07 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING 
8.829 ACRES, MORE OR LESS.

LESS AND EXCEPT THE FOLLOWING TWO PARCELS IDENTIFIED AS PARCEL 2 AND PAR-
CEL 3:

Parcel 2
A certain parcel of land being a part of the North ½ of Government Lot 4 being situated in Sec-
tion 30, T6N-R2E in the City of Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly 
described as follows:
Commence at the Southeast corner of Lot 5, Crane Ridge Professional Quarters, a subdivision 
according to the map or plat thereof, on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of 
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, as now recorded in Plat Book 37 at Page 2; said point 
also being the Southwest corner of Lot 6 of said  Crane Ridge Professional Quarters; run thence 
South 00 degrees 40 minutes 00 seconds West for a distance of 47.93 feet to a painted dot 
marking the POINT OF BEGINNING of the parcel of land herein described; from said POINT 
OF BEGINNING, continue thence South 00 degrees 40 minutes 00 seconds West for a distance 
of  78.53 feet to a set ½” iron pin on the North right-of-way line of Crane Ridge Drive; run thence 
South 82 degrees 12 minutes 25 seconds West along said North right-of-way line of Crane Ridge 
Drive for a distance of 38.10 feet to an existing painted dot; leaving said North right-of-way line of 
Crane Ridge Drive, run thence  North 15 degrees 40 minutes 34 seconds West for a distance of 
6.84 feet to an existing painted dot; run thence North 10 degrees 11 minutes 01 seconds West 
for a distance of 70.46 feet to an existing painted dot; run thence North 81 degrees 39 minutes 
49 seconds East for a distance of 53.54 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 3,569.6 
square feet, more or less.

Parcel 3
A certain parcel of land being a part of the North ½ of Government Lot 4 being situated in Sec-
tion 30, T6N-R2E in the City of Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly 
described as follows:
Begin at Southeast corner of Lot 5, Crane Ridge Professional Quarters, a subdivision accord-
ing to the map or plat thereof, on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds 
County at Jackson, Mississippi, as now recorded in Plat Book 37 at Page 2; said point also being 
the Southwest corner of Lot 6 of said  Crane Ridge Professional Quarters; from said POINT OF 
BEGINNING, run thence South 00 degrees 40 minutes 00 seconds West for a distance of 47.93 
feet to a painted dot; run thence South 81 degrees 39 minutes 49 seconds West for  a distance of 
53.54 feet to an existing painted dot; run thence South 10 degrees 11 minutes 01 seconds East 
for a distance of 70.46 feet to an existing painted dot; run thence South 15 degrees 40 minutes 34 
seconds East for a distance of 6.84 feet to an existing painted dot on the North right-of-way line of 
Crane Ridge Drive; run thence South 82 degrees 12 minutes 25 seconds West along said North 
right-of-way line of Crane Ridge Drive for a distance of 21.84 feet to an existing painted dot mark-
ing the Point of Curvature of a 14.0086 degree curve bearing to the left having a central angle of 
01 degrees 35 minutes 24 seconds and a radius of 409.00 feet; run thence southwesterly along 
said North right-of-way line of Crane Ridge Drive and along the arc of said curve an arc length 
of 5.28 feet to an existing painted dot; said curve having a chord bearing of South 79 degrees 

59 minutes 22 seconds West and a chord distance of 5.28 feet; leaving said North right-of-way 
line of Crane Ridge Drive and the arc of said curve, run thence North 04 degrees 53 minutes 48 
seconds West for a distance of 6.61 feet to an existing painted dot; run thence North 10 degrees 
11 minutes 35 seconds West for a distance of 18.50 feet to a painted dot; run thence North 00 
degrees 40 minutes 00 seconds East for a distance of 102.06 feet to an existing painted dot;  run 
thence North 82 degrees 49 minutes 25 seconds East for a distance of 69.26 feet to the POINT 
OF BEGINNING, containing 5,075.7 square feet, more or less.

TRACT 2:
Lot 4 and 1.0 feet off the East side of Lot 3, CRANE RIDGE PROFESSIONAL QUARTERS, a 
subdivision according to a map or plat thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the 
Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 37 at Page 2, reference to 
which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

TRACT 3:
Parcel 1
A certain parcel of land being part of Lot 6, Crane Ridge Professional Quarters, a subdivision ac-
cording to the map or plat thereof, on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds 
County at Jackson, Mississippi, as now recorded in Plat Book 37 at Page 2 and also being a part 
of the North ½ of Government Lot 4 being situated in Section 30, T6N-R2E in the City of Jackson, 
Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as follows:
Begin at the Southeast corner of Lot 5 of the aforesaid  Crane Ridge Professional Quarters; said 
point also being the Southwest corner of the aforesaid Lot 6, Crane Ridge Professional Quarters; 
from said POINT OF BEGINNING, run thence North 00 degrees 40 minutes 00 seconds East 
along the West line of said Lot 6 for a distance of 13.33 feet to an existing painted dot; leaving 
said West line of Lot 6, run thence North 81 degrees 41 minutes 53 seconds East for a  distance 
of 20.59 feet to an existing painted dot; run thence South 09 degrees 15 minutes 20 seconds East 
for a distance of 60.51 feet to an existing painted dot; run thence South 81 degrees 39 minutes 
49 seconds West for a distance of 31.15 feet to a painted dot; run thence North 00 degrees 40 
minutes 00 seconds East for a distance of 47.93 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 
1,568.1 square feet, more or less.

Parcel 4
A certain parcel of land being a part of the North ½ of Government Lot 4 being situated in Sec-
tion 30, T6N-R2E in the City of Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly 
described as follows:
Commence at the Southeast corner of Lot 5, Crane Ridge Professional Quarters, a subdivision 
according to the map or plat thereof, on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of 
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, as now recorded in Plat Book 37 at Page 2; said point also 
being the Southwest corner of Lot 6 of said Crane Ridge Professional Quarters; run thence South 
82 degrees 49 minutes 25 seconds West for a distance of 69.26 feet to an existing painted dot 
marking the POINT OF BEGINNING of the parcel of land herein described; from said POINT OF 
BEGINNING, run thence South 00 degree 40 minutes 00 seconds West for a distance of 102.06 
feet to a painted dot; run thence North 10 degrees 11 minutes 35 seconds West for a distance of 
51.76 feet to an existing painted dot; run thence South 81 degrees 09 minutes 09 seconds West 
for a distance of 40.74 feet to an existing painted dot; run thence North 09 degrees 16 minutes 36 
seconds West for a distance of 58.32 feet to an existing ½” iron pin; run thence South 89 degrees 
22 minutes 00 seconds East for a distance of 56.49 feet; run thence North 82 degrees 49 minutes 
25 seconds East for a distance of 3.55 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 3,206.4 
square feet, more or less.  
Parcel 590-105
Lot 25, Crane Ridge a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof which is on fi le and of record 
in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 30, Page 
27, reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

AND ALSO:

LOTS 3, 9, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21 and 25, CRANE RIDGE, a subdivision according to a map or 
plat thereof on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, 
Mississippi, in Plat Book 30 at Page 27, reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part 
of this description.

LESS AND EXCEPT:

Part of Lot 25, Crane Ridge a subdivision according to a map or plat which is on fi le and of record 
in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, in Nat Book 30, at 
Page 27 and more particularly described as follows:

Situated in the Southwest 1/4 of Section 30, Township 6 North, Range 2 East, and being a part 
off of the east side of Lot 8, and a part off of the west side of Lot 9, and a part off of the southwest 
corner of Lot 25, Crane Ridge Subdivision as recorded in the offi ce of the Hinds County Chancery 
Clerk in Plat Book 30 at Page 27, and commencing at an iron pin marking the northeast corner of 
Lot 9 as recorded and run Westerly 81.0 feet to an iron pin which is the point of beginning of the 
land herein described; thence turn to the left through a defl ection angle of 83 degrees 00 minutes 
and run 105.23 feet to an iron pin on the north right of way of Crane Ridge Drive; thence turn to 
the left through an interior angle of 142 degrees 05 minutes and run southwesterly along the north 
right of way of Crane Ridge Drive 28.60 feet to the point of tangency of a 39 degree 42 minutes 42 
second degree curve; thence to the left through an interior angle of 172 degrees 25 minutes and 
run along a chord of said curve 39.36 feet to an iron pin marking the southwest corner of Lot 9 as 
platted; thence turn to the left through an interior angle of 164 degrees 29 minutes and run along 
another chord of said curve 34.89 feet to an iron pin; thence turn to the left through an interior 
angle of 61 degrees 01 minutes and run 162.94 feet to an iron pin; thence turn to the right through 
a defl ection angle of 82 degrees 57 minutes and run Easterly 11.74 feet to an iron pin marking 
the northwest corner of Lot 9 as platted; thence continue running Easterly 65.0 feet to the point of 
beginning, containing a total of 10,657.63 square feet, more or less, consisting of 3090.60 square 
feet from Lot 8, 7307.80 square feet from Lot 9, and 259.13 square feet from Lot 25 of Crane 
Ridge Subdivision as originally platted.

ALSO LESS AND EXCEPT:

Part of Lot 25, Crane Ridge a subdivision according to a map or plat which is on fi le and of record 
in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 30 Page 
27, and being more particularly described as follows:

A certain parcel of land situated in and being a part of Lot 4 of Section 30, Township 6 North, 
Range 2 East, Hinds County, Mississippi and being more particularly described as follows:

Commence at the Northwest corner of the Southwest 1/4 of said Section 30, Township 6 North, 
Range 2 East and run thence South for a distance of 600.00 feet; run thence East for a distance 
of 263.60 feet to a point on the centerline of a 200 foot wide Mississippi Power and Light Company 
easement; run thence South 06 degrees 18 minutes East along the centerline of said easement 
for a distance of 267.84 feet; run thence North 82 degrees 50 minutes East along the centerline of 
a Mississippi Power and Light Company 200 foot wide easement for a distance of 240.27 feet to 
the POINT OF BEGINNING of the parcel of land herein described; from said POINT OF BEGIN-
NING continue thence North 82 degrees 50 minutes East along the centerline of said easement 
for a distance of 270.00 feet; thence leaving the centerline of said 200 foot wide easement run 
South 00 degrees 12 minutes West for a distance of 43.47 feet, more or less, to a point 30 feet 
North of and at right angles to the centerline of Crain Ridge Drive; run thence Westerly 30 feet 
from and parallel to the centerline of said Crain Ridge Drive for a distance of 265.7 feet more 
or less to a point that is South 07 degrees 10 minutes East of the POINT OF BEGINNING; run 
thence North 07 degrees 10 minutes West for a distance of 57.79 feet, more or less, to the POINT 
OF BEGINNING.

AND, FURTHER LESS AND EXCEPT:

Part of Lot 25, Crane Ridge a subdivision according to a map or plat which is on fi le and of record 
in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 30 at 
Page 27, and being more particularly described as follows:
Being situated in Lot 4, Section 30, Township 6 North, Range 2 East, Jackson, Hinds County, 
Mississippi, containing 0.2970 acres, more or less, and more particularly described as follows:

Commencing at the point of intersection of the South right of way line of Mississippi Highway 25 
with the East line of said Lot 4, said point being 150 feet from the center line of Mississippi High-
way 25; run thence Southerly along the East line of said Lot 4, South 00 degrees 16 minutes 30 
seconds West, 521.51 feet to a point; run thence North 89 degrees 48 minutes West, 235.30 feet 
to the Point of Beginning of the parcel herein described; run thence South 00 degrees 12 minutes 
West, 15.56 feet to a point; run thence South 81 degrees 28 minutes West, 264.01 feet to a point; 
run thence North 00 degrees 14 minutes 30 seconds East, 50.05 feet to a point; run thence North 
82 degrees 52 minutes East, 76.54 feet to a point; run thence North 00 degrees 12 minutes East, 
15.82 feet to a point; run thence South 89 degrees 48 minutes East, 185.00 feet to a point; run 
thence South 00 degrees 12 minutes West, 20.00 feet to the Point of Beginning.

AND, FURTHER LESS AND EXCEPT:

Part of Lot 24, Crane Ridge, a subdivision recorded in Plat Book 30 at Page 27, of the Chancery 
Records of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, containing 0.2363 acres, and more particularly 
described as follows:
Commencing at the Point of Intersection of the South ROW line of Mississippi Highway 25 and 
the East line of Lot 4, Section 30, T6N-R2E, Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, said point being 
150 feet from the center line of said Highway 25; thence run S 00º16’30” W, 521.51 feet along the 
East line of said Lot 4 to the Northeast corner of Lot 22 of said Crane Ridge Subdivision; thence 
run N 89º48’W, 235.30 feet to the West line of Insurance Center Drive and the Point of Beginning.

Thence run S 00º12’ W, 5.45 feet along the West line of Insurance Center Drive to the North line of 
Crane Ridge Drive; thence run S 81º28’ W, 264.01 feet along the North line of Crane Ridge Drive; 
thence run N 00º14’30” E, 34.94 feet; thence run N 82º52’ E, 76.54 feet; thence run N 00º22’ E, 
15.82 feet; thence run S 89º48’ E, 185.00 feet to the West line of Insurance Center Drive; thence 
run S 00º12’ W, 20.00 feet to the Point of Beginning.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Confer-
ence Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, 
at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, February 24, 2021, at which time all parties interested in or affected 
thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established 
upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. 
Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made 
in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or 
consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning 
Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need 
for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WEL-
FARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO 
ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS 
TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEM-
BERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAIN-
SWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER PRIOR TO FEBRUARY 17, 2021.

WITNESS my signature this 28th day of January 2021.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

2-4-2021, 2-18-2021

2-4-2021, 2-11-2021
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AMERICAN AUCTION. For all your auc-
tion needs: Estates, Antiques, Equipment.
Call Keith Moore at 731-610-1458. Keith
Moore, MAL 259.

COMPUTER AND IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN TRAINING
PROGRAMS From Ultimate Medical
Academy Offer Quality Healthcare
Education to Students 100% online.-
Ultimate Medical Academy: 1-866-664-
4140

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cush-
ioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-231-
8360. www.pews1.com
GENERAC Standby Generators pro-
vide backup power during utility power
outages, so your home and family stay
safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!).
Request a free quote today! Call for addi-
tional terms and conditions. 1-844-316-
8630
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-
ING. Advertise your service or product
statewide in over 90 newspapers at one
low rate. Several discounted newspaper
advertising programs available to fit your
advertising needs. Call Sue at Mississippi
Press Services at 601-981-3060.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-1028

ATTENTION SMALL BUSINESS OWN-
ERS! Are you protected in case of prop-
erty damage or if you have an interrup-
tion in service due to a property event?
Business Owner Property insurance IS
AFFORDABLE and WILL PROTECT YOU
when the unexpected happens! For free
quote, call 855-933-1267 (M-F 7:30 am-
9:30 pm ET)
AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save! Call: 833-678-0500
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all the
details! 1-855-397-7045
www.dental50plus.com/mspress #6258
UP TO $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay funer-
al and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 844-
439-8447 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/ms

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money
on your diabetic supplies! Convenient
home shipping for monitors, test strips,
insulin pumps, catheters and more! To
learn more, call now! 877-368-0628
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

DIRECTV - Every live football game,
every Sunday - anywhere - on your
favorite device. Restrictions apply. Call IVS
- Call 1-855-978-3110

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143

Week of January 31, 2020

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

I n s u r a n c e

H o m e I m p r o v e m e n t

A u c t i o n s

F o r S a l e

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

Take Note!

Place Your Classified Ad

STATEWIDE
In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
J & A FUEL STORES
3249 Medgar Evers  Blvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS 
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Cheryl Tiegs

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-316-8630 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O�er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.  

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-316-8630 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.  

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-316-8630 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.  

PASS
3.792 x 4

48 Web
3.556 x 4

46 Web
3.33 x 4

THE BUSINESS OF
GOVERNMENT IS

THE BUSINESS OF
THE PEOPLE.

THE BUSINESS OF
GOVERNMENT IS

THE BUSINESS OF
THE PEOPLE.

THE BUSINESS OF
GOVERNMENT IS

THE BUSINESS OF
THE PEOPLE.

Search thousands of government 
public notices published in dozens of 
Mississippi newspapers — all in one 

convenient location. 

Search thousands of government public 
notices published in dozens of 

Mississippi newspapers — all in one 
convenient location. 

Search thousands of government 
public notices published in dozens 

of Mississippi newspapers 
— all in one convenient location. 

MSPUBLICNOTICES.ORG MSPUBLICNOTICES.ORG

A free service of the Mississippi Press Association
and your local newspaper

A free service of the Mississippi Press Association
and your local newspaper

A free service of the Mississippi Press Association
and your local newspaper

3.792 x 6 3.556 x 6 3.33 x 6

BEFORE LeafFilter
AFTER LeafFilter

1-866-479-1028CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354 License# 99338  License# 128344 
License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFF-
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HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229   Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# 
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Arizona State University has 
named its new fi lm school after 
legendary actor Sidney Poitier.

According to a USA Today 
report, the decision to name the 
school after Poitier, 93, is about 
much more than an emphasis on 
diversity.

In an interview ahead of The 
Sidney Poitier New American 
Film School’s unveiling, Uni-
versity President Michael M. 
Crow said Poitier embodies ev-
erything that one would look for 
in an icon.

“With Sidney Poitier, it’s his 
creative energy, his dynamism, 
his drive, his ambition, the kinds 
of projects he worked on, the 
ways in which he advanced his 
life,” Crow asserted, according 
to USA Today.

The legendary actor fi lmed 
his Oscar-winning “Lilies of the 
Field” in Arizona in 1963. Poiti-
er became the fi rst black person 
to win an Oscar for lead actor in 

a motion picture.
Crow noted the unusually 

scandal-free life that the super-
star has lived despite being in 
the public limelight for decades.

“Look at his life: It’s a story 
of a person who found a way,” 
Crow added. “How do we help 
other young people fi nd their 
way?”

As noted in his biography at 
Oscar.com, Poitier is both an 
esteemed actor and a respected 
humanitarian.

In addition to his Oscar for 
Best Actor, he received an Hon-
orary Award in 2001. Born in 
Miami, he grew up both in the 
Bahamas and the United States 
and became a noted actor both 
on the stage and in such fi lms 
as “The Defi ant Ones” in 1958, 
which he earned his fi rst Oscar 
nomination.

Throughout his career, Poitier 
provided some of the most leg-
endary performances ever on the 
Silver Screen.

Among the most memorable 

were “A Patch of Blue” in 1965, 
“In the Heat of the Night” in 
1967 and “Guess Who’s Coming 
to Dinner” in 1967.

Poitier also directed and 
starred in a series of 1970’s hits 
with Bill Cosby, including “Let’s 
Do it Again” and “Uptown Sat-
urday Night.”

He went on to direct nine fea-
ture fi lms.

In 2000, Poitier published the 
autobiography “The Measure of 
a Man” and earned a Grammy 
Award for the best-spoken word 
album for the audio version of 
“The Measure of a Man.”

He followed up his autobi-
ography eight years later when 
he published “Life Beyond 
Measure: Letters to My Great-
Granddaughter.”

A recipient of numerous 
awards and honors throughout 
this career, Poitier was knighted 
in 1974 by the British govern-
ment.

President Barack Obama 
awarded Poitier the Presidential 

Medal of Freedom in 2009, and 
in 2011, he earned the Film So-
ciety of Lincoln Center’s presti-
gious Chaplin Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award.

According to USA Today, Ari-
zona University reportedly has 
invested millions of dollars in 
technology to create what’s in-
tended to be one of the largest, 
most accessible and most di-
verse fi lm schools.

Crow said the fi lm school 
would measure success not by 
exclusivity but by inclusivity.

“If it has my dad’s name on 
it, it has to be inclusive because 
that’s the foundation of who he 
is and what he stands for,” Anika 
Poitier, the legend’s daughter, re-
marked.

“And it’s important to not 
only have inclusion but to have 
diversity, and to give people the 
opportunity to tell their stories. 
I think it’s imperative to cast 
a wide net and allow anyone 
who’s called to tell their story to 
learn how to do that.”

Despite a backdrop of more than 
25,000 gun-toting police and national 
guard troops and a chilly National Mall 
with waving fl ags instead of waving 
people, President Joseph Biden’s mes-
sage was received by black lawmakers, 
leaders and voters as a ray of hope Jan. 
20.

“Through a crucible for the ages 
America has been tested anew and 
America has risen to the challenge. To-
day, we celebrate the triumph not of a 
candidate, but of a cause, the cause of 
democracy. The will of the people has 
been heard and the will of the people 
has been heeded,” Biden said to the 
small crowd gathered on the West side 
of the Capitol which survived a domes-
tic terror attack Jan. 6. “We have learned 
again that democracy is precious. De-
mocracy is fragile. And at this hour, my 
friends, democracy has prevailed.”

The world now watches for the presi-
dent’s continued actions toward a re-
set after the attack from supporters of 
now twice-impeached former President 
Donald Trump, who – with Trump’s en-
couragement – tried to physically stop 
Vice President Mike Pence and the U. 
S. Senate from certifying the electoral 
college vote for Biden. Members of the 
Congressional Black Caucus and black 
leaders interviewed at the inauguration 
appeared overjoyed about the new be-
ginning.

“To me this day represents free at 
last, free at last, thank God almighty 
we are free at last!” proclaimed Rep. 
Karen Bass (D-Calif.), chair emerita 
of the Congressional Black Caucus. 
“Free from racism and division and 
hatred. It’s a very exciting day. And 
maybe now we will fi nally get a hold 
to what has killed 400,000 Americans,” 
she said of the COVID19 pandemic that 
has killed black people four times more 
often than whites. “That’s what’s on my 
mind today.”

Rep. Al Green (D-Texas), who was 
the fi rst to call for the fi rst impeachment 
of Trump, has a specifi c vision of how 
Biden should begin racial reconcilia-
tion.

“This day brings to an end a very 
sad chapter in our history. But it also 
begins a new chapter full of hope,” he 
said. “My hope is, personally, that this 
administration will see the need for a 
department of reconciliation…I have a 
resolution for a department of reconcili-
ation with a secretary of reconciliation 
whose job it will be to wake up every 
morning with the idea of eliminating in-
vidious discrimination. We should have 
done this after the slaves were freed. 

But what we didn’t do then; we can 
do now. This is the time for us to start 
genuine reconciliation.”

Due to the disastrous spread of the 
coronavirus and because of the threat 
of further terrorism, the hundreds of 
thousands that have shown up for past 
inaugurations were diminished to ap-
proximately 1,000. The tight security 
included COVID-19 screenings and 
mandatory masks to protect from the 
virus. It also included military police 
and National Guard troops with long 
rifl es to protect from terrorists. Still, 
those seated beneath the presidential 
podium pensively lifted their eyes to 
the sky at the sound of a distant aircraft.

To sighs of relief, the “peaceful 
transfer of power” that is a hallmark of 
American democracy continued with-
out incident.

Among the highest points was the 
historicity of Vice President Kamala 
Harris being sworn in as America’s fi rst 
female and fi rst African-American vice 
president. Notably, one of her escorts 
was Eugene Goodman the Capitol po-
lice offi cer hailed as a hero for single-
handedly holding back a mob with a 
night stick while leading them away 
from the U. S. Senate chambers.

National youth poet laureate Amanda 

Gorman, 22, immediately became a so-
cial media and literary world sensation 
with her poem, “The Hill We Climb,” 
read during the inauguration ceremony:

“Somehow we’ve weathered and 
witnessed a nation that isn’t broken but 
simply unfi nished,” she recited near 
the beginning of the poem. Her closing 
words: “The new dawn blooms as we 
free it; For there is always light if only 
we’re brave enough to see it; If only 
we’re brave enough to be it.”

The beauty of the day even included 
a surprise sprinkling of snow fl akes as 
the small, bundled crowd enjoyed the 
soul stirring songs by Lady Gaga, who 
sang “The National Anthem;” Jenni-
fer Lopez who sang a medley of “This 
Land Is Your Land” and “America the 
Beautiful” and Garth Brooks who sang 
“Amazing Grace,” inviting the Capitol 
and TV audiences to join him. 

“In this truly American moment, we 
begin anew. Democracy has won the 
day, and President Joe Biden and Vice 
President Kamala Harris have met the 
moment,” said House Majority Whip 
James E. Clyburn (D-S.C.), in a state-
ment. “They will lead by precept and 
example and restore the calmness and 
courage needed to lead us out of this era 
of crisis and combat. Elected leaders on 

both sides of the aisle have come to-
gether today to celebrate this moment, 
and I am hopeful that is indicative of 
the days to come.”

Also in the audience, D.C. Mayor 
Marian Bowser, who made national 
headlines when she directed the nam-
ing of “Black Lives Matter Boulevard” 
near the White House amidst protests 
against the police killing of George 
Floyd, said everything Biden does now 
will be connected to ending the pan-
demic.

“Without crushing this virus, our 
economy won’t come back, people 
won’t be able to go back to work, kids 
won’t be able to get back on track at 
school. So, crushing COVID has to 
be our number one priority,” Bowser 
said. She added that she is also look-
ing forward to vetting the issue of DC 
statehood, for which Biden has voiced 
support.

President Biden hit the ground run-
ning with a comprehensive action plan 
to battle COVID-19. During the af-
ternoon following the swearing in he 
signed a COVID-related bill which in-
cluded mandatory mask-wearing inside 
federal buildings.

Strategically, his inaugural address 
immediately sought to put the tragedies 

behind. The speech did not mention the 
name of twice-impeached former presi-
dent Donald Trump while obviously 
addressing the way forward after the 
damage by him and his supporters.

While the crowd was small at the 
Capitol, millions watched by live tele-
vision, praying for peace and for the 
new beginning.

“I am cautiously optimistic that 
Joseph Biden – better than any U.S. 
president in history – has what it takes 
to begin the racial healing that Amer-
ica owes her citizens of color,” said 
Michael A. Grant, former president 
of the National Bankers Association. 
“Through his many years in public life, 
President Biden has shown a sensitivity 
to the plight of millions of Americans 
who are often overlooked. He used his 
status as a senior statesman to tell the 
whole world that he had absolute con-
fi dence in the ability of a young black 
man who was to become the leader of 
the free world. While we should hold 
the Biden-Harris Administration ac-
countable for the equitable treatment 
of black people, I genuinely believe 
that they will earnestly seek to chart a 
more positive course for race relations 
in America.”

“As we close a dark, deadly chapter 
in our nation’s history where we pushed 
back against relentless attacks on civil 
and human rights, we look ahead to col-
laborating with the Biden-Harris admin-
istration to undo the atrocities we have 
all endured and create a more just and 
equitable future,” said Wade Henderson, 
interim president and CEO of The Lead-
ership Conference on Civil and Human 
Rights. “This consequential moment 
sparks tremendous hope for a stronger, 
brighter future where we unite, build 
back better and fi nd solutions to the very 
serious challenges we face.

White House Chief of Staff Ron 
Klain released a memo outlining execu-
tive actions that President Biden prom-
ised to take within the fi rst 10 days of 
the new administration. They focused 
on four areas, including the COVID-19 
crisis, the resulting economic crisis, the 
climate crisis and the racial equity cri-
sis.

“So now, on this hallowed ground 
where just days ago violence sought 
to shake this Capitol’s very founda-
tion, we come together as one nation, 
under God, indivisible, to carry out the 
peaceful transfer of power as we have 
for more than two centuries,” Biden 
closed his speech. “We look ahead in 
our uniquely American way – restless, 
bold, optimistic – and set our sights on 
the nation we know we can be, and we 
must be.”

Poitier. President Barack Obama awarded Poitier the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom in 2009, and in 2011, he earned the Film Society 
of Lincoln Center’s prestigious Chaplin Lifetime Achievement Award. 
PHOTO: JOHN MATHEW SMITH & WWW.CELEBRITY-PHOTOS.COM FROM LAUREL 
MARYLAND, USA / WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

A fi eld of thousands of fl ags decorated the National Mall surrounding the U. S. Capitol where hundreds of thousands of people have 
stood during previous inaugurations. More than 25,000 National Guard troops surrounded the ceremony for protection.  PHOTO: 
Paulette Shipman-Singleton/Trice Edney News Wire

Arizona State University renames 
fi lm school to honor Sidney Poitier

Black Caucus, black leaders embrace America’s 
reset as President Biden begins administration

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

By Hazel Trice Edney
TriceEdneyWire.com



When you’re a kid, there are 
so many things to learn.

Someone has to teach you 
your A-B-Cs, and to count to a 
hundred. You have to learn to 
tie a knot and set the table and 
stay safe. And this month, you 
should learn more about Black 
History, and that can be fun with 
these great books.

For the littlest reader ages 3 
to 5, “The ABCs of Black His-
tory” by Rio Cortez, illustrated 
by Lauren Semmer, is a great 

way to start the lesson. This 
most fundamental book includes 
holidays, cities, people and mu-
sic that forms the base of Black 
History, in colorful drawings 
and a format that’s fun.

Slightly older kids ages 4 
to about 7 – those who still 
love picture books – will want 
“Stompin’ at the Savoy” by 
Moira Rose Donohue, illustrat-
ed by Laura Freeman, which is 
a book about the life of famed 
drummer Chick Webb; or “Life 
As You Climb: The Story of Ella 
Baker” by Patricia Hruby Pow-

ell and R. Gregory Christie, the 
tale of activist Baker and her in-
spirational work.

Also look for “The Teacher’s 
March! How Selma’s Teachers 
Changed History” by Sandra 
Neil Wallace and Rich Wallace, 
illustrated by Charly Palmer. It’s 
the story of Reverend F. D. Re-
ese and his co-workers in Selma, 
Alabama, in 1965.

For middle graders, “This is 
Your Time” by Ruby Bridges is 
a quick but impactful book, per-
fect for Black History Month. 
Bridges, of course, is a Civil 

Rights worker and this is the 
story of her life, and the day 
she was six years old and was 
escorted by federal marshals, 
a little black girl heading to a 
white school. Her tale will in-
spire young readers to help cre-
ate justice in their classrooms 
and neighborhoods.

Also for older kids ages 12 
and up, “Ida B. The Queen” by 
Michelle Duster looks like it 
might be a storybook. The truth 
is that it is a story – it’s a bunch 
of stories, in fact – fi rst, of Ida 
B. Wells, crusader, writer and 

suffragist, but not just her. The 
book is also about the people 
she inspired, the singers, law-
makers, inventors, thinkers and 
others. Keep in mind that this 
is a big book, with lots of side-
bars in a skinny cover; having a 
bookmark and notebook nearby 
might be handy.

And fi nally, for high school 
readers, “Separate No More: 
The Long Road to Brown v. 
Board of Education” by Law-
rence Goldstone begins more 
than 100 years ago with a land-
mark ruling on education for 

black citizens and ends with an-
other one that turned the fi rst one 
upside down. Not just a story of 
an event, though, this book also 
looks at the people involved: 
judges, parents, teachers, politi-
cians, citizens and students who 
merely wanted to go to school.

If these books don’t quite fi t 
your child’s interests, ask your 
librarian or bookseller for ideas. 
There’s sure to be a book that 
you and your child will love to 
read and share because, when it 
comes to Black History, there’s 
really so much to learn.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

BLACK HISTORY 
BOOKS FOR KIDS 
AGES 3 TO 18
VARIOUS AUTHORS AND ILLUSTRATORS, 
PRICES RANGING FROM $14.95 TO $27.00
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WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, 
JACKSON’S SOUL, RHYTHM 
AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN 
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE 
VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE 
MUSIC ADULTS WANT TO HEAR! 
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The Sekou Smith Journalism Award has been 
established at Jackson State University. Smith, 
a JSU alum and award-winning NBA reporter 
and analyst, sadly passed away last week from 
COVID-19. He was 48 years old.

Smith spent over two decades covering the 
NBA. His affable demeanor and voracity for 
basketball resonated when delivering game in-
sights to sports fans and among his peers.

He was also the creator and host of the Hang 
Time blog and podcast for NBA.com, where he 
analyzed the latest NBA news and interviewed 
some of the biggest names in basketball. Smith 
also traveled the globe covering major sporting 
events like the Olympics and World Cup.

For his family, there was no hesitancy in cre-
ating a fund to help others who want to follow 
in the footsteps of “a Sekou Smith,” explains 
Ayanna, Smith’s youngest sister.

“To truly keep his legacy alive, why not do 
what Sekou was about?” she asks. “Which was 
helping and mentoring young and old to do what 
he was passionate about, which was writing and 
reporting. It felt like the natural step.”

The scholarship came to fruition after Smith’s 
family was inundated with calls and texts from 
people wanting to lend their support. Like 
Smith, the youngest boy of his four siblings, 
Ayanna shares that her brother (Eric) and two 
sisters (Charmel and Misty) are equally amaz-
ing. Among some of the fi rst to reach out, she 
says, were her siblings’ co-workers and employ-
ers.

“It was like they were drawn into the Smith 
family, and once they started reading more 
about him, they wanted to know what they could 
do,” she says. “It got to the point where almost 
every fi ve seconds people were asking how they 
could give. So we knew we had to get this done 
right away.”

While fl owers and plants are welcome, 
Ayanna says, in lieu of fl owers, why not help 
someone go to school. After all, it appears that 
education helped propel Smith into an industry 
signifi cantly enhanced by his contributions.

In 1993, Smith enrolled at JSU as a mass 
communications major. A year later, he became 
a beat reporter for the Clarion Ledger. It was a 
position that his professor-turned-mentor, Eric 
Stringfellow, helped him secure. Stringfellow 
also had a thriving media career and served as a 
columnist for the Clarion Ledger before passing 
away in 2020.

“It’s about the two of them together – their 
legacy. In life, they were all about helping the 
next one and the next one, and now they will 
continue to do the same,” says Ayanna.

She describes her brother as funny, caring 
and passionate, words that many of Smith’s col-
leagues and friends consistently echo among the 
tributes fl ooding social media.

Long-time friend and fellow JSU alum 
Markeith Large called Smith “an angelic spirit 
who inspired everyone he touched in the most 
humble way.”

Growing up in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
Large and Smith shared mutual friends. How-
ever, it wasn’t until the two ended up living 
in JSU’s Dixon Hall dormitory, that they built 
a lasting bond. Large recalls, at times, staying 
up all night debating sports with his friend. “He 
lived and breathed basketball,” he says.

To Ayanna, Smith was the ultimate big broth-
er. “I don’t think there is anyone I ever met like 
him. And, of course, I have another big brother, 
but I say ultimate because we (Sekou and I) 
were always together,” she shares. “This is go-
ing to be strange for me to navigate because I’ve 
never known life without him. He’s always been 
there, and literally, I’ve been in his footprint ev-
erywhere I’ve gone.”

Three years apart, Ayanna and Sekou spent 
the majority of their lives attending the same 
schools from elementary to high school and col-
lege. “When I was a freshman, he was a senior. 
So he would set the tone for me at whatever new 
school I was in,” she says.

It was the same story when Ayanna attended 
JSU. She says people rarely called her by name. 
“I was always Sekou Smith’s little sister. All 
around campus, I would hear, ‘Don’t mess with 
her; that’s Sekou’s sister. That’s Sekou Smith’s 
sister, that’s little Sekou,’” she says before 
laughing gently.

Initially, Ayanna admits, the label was a little 
annoying, but she eventually grew to love it. It’s 
an identity that she describes as comforting, es-
pecially now. She also infers fi nding solace in 
seeing her brother’s resounding infl uence on the 
people who knew him intimately and from afar.

The Sekou Smith Journalism Award serves 
to honor Smith’s life of service. Having it at 
their alma mater perhaps could not be any more 
fi tting. JSU is a family affair. Ayanna’s sister-
in-law is an alum. Her younger cousins, niece, 
nephew and older sister are also current stu-
dents. So for Sekou Smith’s little sister – “JSU 
is home.”

 By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Correspondent

Sekou Smith 
Journalism Award 

honors life
of treasured NBA 

reporter, JSU alumnus

Sekou Smith, widely-esteemed multimedia journalist, graduated from Jackson State University with a mass 
communications degree in 1997. After serving as a beat reporter for the Clarion Ledger in 1993, Smith worked 
at the Indianapolis Star and The Atlanta Journal-Constitution before joining Turner Sports. PHOTO SPECIAL TO JSU
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During the week of Feb. 1-5, communities across the nation are celebrating National 
School Counseling Week. This week is used as a time to both appreciate and uplift the 
important impact school counselors have on our schools and communities. Please join 
us this week as we celebrate the counselors in the Hinds County School District.

 
Today, the role of a school counselor has expanded far beyond supporting student 

success in academics and career planning to include providing resources to ensure 
their social and emotional well-being. Here in the Hinds County School District 
counselors are prepared for a variety of issues students regularly encounter – 
from class selection, to future planning, to the grief of losing a parent or facing the 
challenges of today’s society. They should be applauded for everything that they do for 
students.

 
So, thank you to all the school counselors in the HCSD who have sacrificed their time and efforts to make a 

difference in our student’s lives. Thank you for your commitment to the potential of our students at all levels. 
Thank you for the dedicated support, time and the reminders.

You inspire us to help, to push and to nudge each other — and for that, we are grateful!
 
Dr. Delesicia Martin, Superintendent of Education

HCSD Celebrates 
National School 

Counseling Week

Thank You, HCSD School Counselors

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE

Andrea Smith-Johnson / BEEMS

Tracy Riggs and Faydrian Gilmer 
/ GRE

Stephanie Satcher and Dr. 
Sharone Harris / RHS

Stephanie Mosley, Tiffany Spells-Litwin and 
Rosanna Hawkins-Shields / BMS

Shenecia Bush and Youlanda Durham / GRI

Dawn Pace, Yolanda Green and Stacy Michel / 
THS

Deandria Sylvester / CMS-LSA

Alyssa Taylor / RES

Portia Holmes / UEMS

Dr. Delesicia Martin




