
When Susie Summerville 
fi rst started as head of Colum-
bus Municipal School Dis-
trict’s custodial services, she 
found a picture of herself in 
the hallway of what was then 
Lee Middle School.

Summerville had graduated 
from Lee when it was a high 
school, and the senior year 
portraits of her and her fellow 
classmates were still on dis-
play 25 years later.

“I was like, ‘Oh my God, 
it’s still here,’’’ she recalled. 
“And then I went and saw 
some trophies ... from my 
class. They had a big trophy 
case and stuff, so I was like, 
‘My God, that brings back 
memories.’’’

That was 15 years ago. 
Since then Lee has been 
sold, and the district’s middle 
schoolers now attend Co-
lumbus Middle School on 
the other side of town. Sum-
merville works in that build-
ing, as well as Columbus 
High School where her offi ce 
is, each of the six elemen-
tary schools and every other 
CMSD building, managing 
30 custodial and maintenance 
employees and working to 
keep the schools clean and 
safe for students and teachers.

That was always a big 
part of her job, but she has 
to monitor them constantly, 
making sure the district has 
enough paper towels, as pan-
demic puts all those items in 
higher demand.

Starting in May, the custo-
dial staff, who had been sent 
home with fewer hours after 
the pandemic shut schools 
down statewide in March, 
came back to the schools for 
annual summer cleaning.

“We have to take every 
piece of furniture, everything 
out of every classroom, wax 
strip the fl oors, clean it, and 
then put it back in after the 
fl oors are dry,’’ Summerville 
said. “We do that every sum-

mer. The fi rst day school is 
out, that’s when we start.”

“On top of that, (there) was 
COVID,’’ she added. “They 
kept us abreast of (Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention) guidelines, what we 
had to do. I met with all the 
custodians and told them, 
‘OK, y’all, it’s a different 
ballgame.’’’

Now the staff wear masks, 
increase their walk-throughs 
of classrooms and bathrooms 
and spend their time con-
stantly wiping down door 
handles, light switches, desks 
and other “hot spots’’ in the 
buildings that tend to have 
multiple people touch them 
throughout the day, she said.

While COVID-19 makes 
this year unique, Summer-
ville added this is not the only 
time the custodial staff has 
tackled a big job. She remem-
bers how on the morning of 
Feb. 23, 2019, a group of cus-
todial staff completed a major 
cleaning project on the Hunt 
campus, which housed the 
district’s alternative school.

“We had cleaned the whole 
strip, washed the fl oor,’’ she 
said. “It was so pretty. Ev-
erybody was so proud, over 
there working half a day on 
Saturday.’’

That night, an EF-3 tornado 
touched down in Columbus, 
destroying the Hunt campus.

“I got a call, and I go over 
there,’’ she remembered. “It 
was ruined. The work we had 
done. It was ruined.’’

Summerville said she was 
just glad that the tornado hit 
after all her staff had gone 
home. As it was, they were 
back at work the next day, 
along with a crowd of vol-
unteers, moving what equip-
ment they could salvage out 
of the building and preparing 
rooms at CHS for the Hunt 
Success Academy students to 
attend Monday.

That’s all in addition to the 

As cars rolled into the New 
Hope Baptist Church parking 
lot on Beasley Road in Jackson 
September 3, for the Elect Mike 
Espy (D) to the US Senate Mis-
sissippi rally, staff and volunteers 
greeted attendees as the 601 Band 
of Jackson blasted live hits such 
as “Let’s Stay Together” through 
the mics. Just in case rally goers 
wanted to keep their windows 
rolled up, they could tune into 
Radio Station 100.3 F.M. and 
listen to the band and later the 
speakers while enjoying the cool 
comfort of air conditioning.

The rally, with a combination 
of virtual and live appearances, 
was kicked off by emcee Othor 
Cain.

Judge Tyree Irvin, the new 
chair of the Mississippi Demo-
cratic Party, made a live appear-
ance. He said whatever it takes to 
get around the restrictions caused 
by COVID-19, the Democratic 
Party will use every means nec-
essary to get people to participate 
in the political process. Irvin said 
it is time for a change and he is 
confi dent that Mississippi voters 
are about to make a change, not 
only with Mike Espy being elect-
ed to the US Senate but also with 
many democratic candidates be-
ing elected in 2020.

Appearing on stage live was 
Court of Appeals Judge Latrice 
Westbrooks, who is a candidate 
for the Mississippi Supreme 
Court. She said her mother, who 
became a poll worker in Mem-
phis, had birthed ten children and 
had two grandchildren before she 
could cast her fi rst vote. West-
brooks said, “Every Mississip-
pian should exercise their right to 
vote.” She referenced the unrest 
that is occurring throughout the 
country by stating that decisions 
regarding the George Floyd case, 
Ahmand Arbery case and the 
Jacob Blake case are made by 
elected offi cials.

Before, during and after each 
speaker, drivers of parked cars 
loudly honked their horns and 
when Mississippi legendary 
blues singer Bobby Rush took 

the stage horns seemed to get 
even louder. Rush encouraged 
everyone to get out to vote. “I’ve 
been singing the blues almost all 
my life, but I have been black 
all my life,” said the 86-year 
old legend. “I’m begging you to 
vote Nov. 3rd, he said. “Black 
Lives Matter” but voting matters 
more.”

As Espy came on stage with a 
resounding “Hello Mississippi,” 
horns blasted non-stop. He said, 
welcome to the Mississippi rally 
where we will show the nation 

what the new Mississippi looks 
like. Espy said that while the 
incumbent, Sen. Cindy Hyde-
Smith, has held Mississippi back, 
he is the candidate for bringing 
Mississippi forward. As he ex-
tended thanks to New Hope MB 
Church Pastor Jerry Young, and 
the New Hope family for their 
support, he referenced Matthew 
25:35, “For I was hungry and you 
gave Me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave Me something to drink; 
I was a stranger, and you invited 
Me in.” Espy said this scripture 

directs him. For example, when 
he thinks of feeding the hungry 
he thinks of food banks and ex-
panding Medicaid through pub-
lic policy; and when referring to 
giving someone thirsty a drink, 
he thinks about bringing clean 
water to rural Mississippi; and 
inviting a stranger in, he stresses 
attacking injustice in all forms. 
Espy said, “This is why I am run-
ning for the US Senate, not just 
to say something but to do some-
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U S Senate candidate Mike Espy (D) speaking at his Mississippi rally to become our next senator.

MS House of Representative Alyce Clark (D) in a front row park at the rally.
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Although the weather was 
inclement Thursday evening, 
Aug. 27, at 6, there were 17 
bright stars shining in cyber-
space.

Adorning royal blue and gold 
regalia, 17 happy faces fi lled 
computer screens as the 2020 
graduating scholars of the Com-
munity Students Learning Cen-
ter’s (CSLC) Mississippi-Parent 
Information Center (MS-PIRC) 
Home Instruction for Parents of 
Preschool Youngsters (HIPPY) 
program’s fi rst “virtual” promo-
tion event.

The speaker was longtime ed-
ucator and former assistant su-
perintendent and deputy super-
intendent of the Holmes County 
School District, Kathi Wilson, 
CEO of Wilson Academy in 
Meridian, Miss. Using the con-
text from students’ class poem, 
“Brown Bear, Brown Bear What 
Do You See?” by Bill Martin, 
Wilson told the virtual audience 
that she sees future “agents of 
change, even U.S. presidents” 
in the children. She also praised 
the outstanding work of the late 
devoted HIPPY Coordinator 
Lula Mae Friar. “She loved this 
program so that one time on a 
trip to Washington, D.C., she 
talked about this HIPPY on the 
plane going, in the hotel while 

we were there, and on the plane 
all the way back,” said Wilson. 
The audience chuckled.

During the ceremony, par-
ents, students, staff and advi-
sory members dedicated a vid-
eo tribute in memory of Friar, 
who succumbed as a result of 
the pandemic. “Oh, she was 
no doubt looking down on her 
‘babies’ with a great big smile,” 
said CSLC Executive Director 
Beulah Greer. “She loved this 
HIPPY program and she also 
would be so honored to know 

that HIPPY USA’s Executive 
Director Staci Croom-Raley 
brought greetings during her 
HIPPY kids’ 2020 ceremony.”

Croom-Raley had this to say 
about the event: 

“The love and encouragement 
that Lula Friar gave the children 
of Holmes Country over the 
years shows in the faces of the 
CSLC 2020 HIPPY Program 
graduates. We are eternally 
grateful for her commitment to 
this community.

The HIPPY USA Board of 

Trustees and national offi ce 
staff applaud the Holmes Coun-
ty HIPPY Program parents, 
children and staff for their com-
mitment to education. They rep-
resent the power parents have in 
preparing their preschoolers for 
school success.”

An evidenced-based pro-
gram, “for over 30 years, Home 
Instruction for Parents of Pre-
school Youngsters (HIPPY) 
USA has equipped parents with 
skills, tools and the confi dence 
to help prepare their children for 

success in school by serving as 
their child’s fi rst teacher” (HIP-
PYUSA.org).

Parents and home educators 
were thrilled at the success of 
the CSLC MS-PIRC fi rst virtual 
graduation.

Parent Cherome Wilson con-
gratulated all the HIPPY gradu-
ates, directors, home educators 
and staff for a job well done. 
Wilson said she appreciated the 
inspiring lessons HIPPY provid-
ed for her daughter. She pointed 
out that the age-appropriate 
comprehensive educational ma-
terials have really motivated her 
to want to read more.

“It was phenomenal!” ex-
pressed Home Educator Lucre-
tia Holmes. “It appears that do-
ing everything virtual is the new 
normal for everyone, and to be 
able to promote a good qual-
ity educational program such as 
HIPPY is amazing.”

Audrey Anderson, who has 
helped for several years said, 
“Ms. Lula’s babies did an awe-

some job. The staff and parents 
worked hard to make this hap-
pen in a timely manner. Good 
job.”

“For me, working with HIP-
PY is amazing, being able to 
help families, especially the 
children,” said the newest 
Home Educator Janice Kelly.  
“[The program] gives them the 
opportunity to have the tools 
early for a successful education 
throughout their lives.”

Ceremony Program Guide 
Joni Smart, an educator, said 
her daughter was always ready 
to participate 
in her HIPPY 
lessons. Smart 
stressed the im-
portance of be-
ing her child’s 
fi rst teacher. “I 
thank HIPPY 
for providing the fundamen-
tal tools for us to do so,” said 
Smart. Again, congratulations 
to our HIPPY Class 2020 gradu-
ates.”

CSLC MS-PIRC HIPPY has 
served the families and children 
of Holmes County, Miss. Since 
2010. The program is currently 
recruiting new families and ear-
ly learners for participation in 
this year’s HIPPY sessions.

For more information call 
662 834-0905.
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17 CSLC HIPPY stars shine during a virtual 
fi rst; national executive participates

Ceremony dedicated in memory of Coordinator Lula M. Friar
Special to The Mississippi Link 

Croom-Raley Wilson

Lula M. Friar



thing.” Espy said he is tired of Mississippi always 
being last – last in healthcare, last in education, last 
in job opportunities.

Espy shared many stories of growing up in a 
racially divided Mississippi. As a child, he had an 
asthma attack that almost took his life at the seg-
regated hospital that did not have the equipment 

needed to help him but because of an arm of charity 
from nurses at that hospital, he survived.

He told the story of a Chickasaw County woman 
named Shy Shoemaker, who died in 2019 after hav-
ing to travel across county lines because the emer-
gency room near her had closed.

Among those who spoke in pre-recorded videos 

were Jackson, MS Mayor Chokwe Lumumba, State 
Rep. Shanda Yates, Rev. CJ Rhodes and Rev. Low-
rey. The rally ended with a video support message 
from Stacey Abrams, former Georgia gubernatorial 
candidate.

Mississippi House of Representative Alyce Clark 
had a front row parking space at the rally. She said, 

“I was delighted to have been invited and elated to 
have a front row park. I thought the rally was very 
good, turnout was excellent and the people were so 
enthusiastic.”

She said people are so happy that Mike is willing 
to run for the U.S. Senate because we all know how 
good he is for Mississippi.
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day-to-day cleaning and maintenance of 
nine schools, and a central office building 
for administration staff and other district 
property and equipment.

“I have people ask, ‘What do y’all 
do?’’’ she said. “But they don’t know the 
depth of it, what you really, really do, to 
keep things flowing smoothly. I’m just 
glad I’ve got some dedicated people.’’

Prior to working for CMSD, Summer-
ville worked in real estate and ran her own 
business. A lifelong Columbus resident, 
with parents, an adult son and two grand-
children still in the area, she’s also been 
involved in the community, volunteering 
with the local NAACP and the Mayor’s 
Unity Picnic every year. She helped orga-
nize the first ever senior citizen Thanks-
giving luncheon, during which a group of 
volunteers delivered Thanksgiving meals 
to homebound citizens, more than 25 
years ago.

She chose to work for the district so 
she would have more benefits after retire-
ment, she said.

She said she really likes being able to 
see students every day.

“They see you out somewhere, they’ll 
go, ‘You coming to my school?’’’ Sum-
merville recalled laughing.’ A lot of times 
you develop a rapport with some of the 

kids.’’
Now though, the students stay in their 

classrooms throughout the day to mini-
mize traffic throughout the buildings and 
hopefully keep COVID-19 from spread-
ing.

Instead of chatting with students, Sum-
merville spends her days trying to stay on 
top of supplies. That was always a big part 
of her job, but now she has to constantly 
monitor supplies, making sure the district 
has enough paper towels, hand sanitizer, 
cleaning supplies and toilet paper as the 
pandemic puts all those supplies in high-
er demand. She’s also had to order new 
supplies, such as a Clorox machine cus-
todians run through rooms twice a week, 
sanitizing the buildings and getting rid of 
airborne germs.

Summerville says she couldn’t do it 
without her staff, who have been support-
ive since the pandemic began.

“They have a high morale,’’ she said. 
“It’s not like everybody, when I say, ‘We 
need to do this, we need to do this,’ says, 
“Aw.’ They (say), ‘OK, OK, we got it. 
Extra cleaning in the restrooms.’ So they 
were very on board with everything that I 
asked them to do. That was a good thing. 
Everybody’s doing their part. I’m so 
proud of them.’’

Cleaning
Continued from page 1

Espy
Continued from page 1
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The weekend of September 
5 was the last for Alcorn State 
University’s phased residence 
hall move-in, and students were 
excited to reunite with their 
friends for the new year. This 
weekend is special for seniors 
because it’s their last time mov-
ing onto campus as undergrad-
uates.

Despite social distancing 
guidelines, the seniors still 
anticipate a year full of good 
memories. Miss Alcorn State 
University 2020-2021 Taea 
Jackson encourages the student 
body to protect each other so 
that they can have a great fi nal 
year on campus.

“The circumstances aren’t 
ideal, but I still look forward 
to having a great senior year at 
Alcorn,” said Jackson. “Getting 
through these times requires 
being adaptable, considerate 
and cooperative. I encourage 
everyone to protect themselves 
and be considerate of others 
as well. Our actions affect not 
only other students, but also our 

families and instructors. How 
this semester goes depends on 
us.”

The students missed the fam-
ily atmosphere that Alcorn of-
fers. Devontae Janatsch, a se-
nior sports management major, 
was excited to see his friends 
after months of limited interac-
tion.

“I’m glad to see my peers,” 
said Janatsch. “With all of the 
things that are going on in the 
world, it makes me happy to be 
here with my friends so we can 
safely interact with each other 
for our last year. We’ve been 
at home for a long time with-
out much engagement, so I’m 
looking forward to safely being 
amongst my peers.”

Alcorn has implemented safe 
activities for students to engage 
in while on campus.

J. R. Upton, a senior biology/
pre-physical therapy major, is 
excited about what the univer-
sity has in store for student en-
tertainment. He’s confi dent that 
his senior will be eventful and 
safe.

“I look forward to the fun and 
safe activities so that we can 
enjoy ourselves,” said Upton. “I 
believe that we can have a good 
time without putting each other 
at risk. I’m going to enjoy my 
senior years while staying safe 
at Alcorn. I also look forward to 
making more friends and leav-
ing my mark on this fi ne uni-
versity.”  

The university serves as a 
second home for its students. 
Hali Jones, a senior mass com-
munication major, expressed 
how happy she felt to be 
amongst family again.

“I’m looking forward to this 
upcoming school year despite 
what we’re facing in the world,” 
said Jones. “The opportunity to 
be reunited with friends and be-
ing on campus, which is a home 
away from home, is something 
I can’t wait for. I plan to have 
a great year and still enjoy my-
self while social distancing and 
wearing my mask. It’s my se-
nior year, and I want to make 
my last year at Alcorn one to 
remember.”
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future during fi nal phase 
residence hall move-in
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Today’s science students are 
tomorrow’s problem solvers, 
and a Jackson educator has 
dedicated his 45-year career to 
mentoring and recruiting wom-
en and minorities into the fi elds 
of science, technology, engi-
neering and math.

Along the way, he has secured 
more than $60 million in grants 
to promote STEM careers.

Because of his work, the 
Clarion Ledger is recognizing 
William McHenry, executive 
director of Jackson State Uni-
versity’s Mississippi e-Center, 
as its 10th “Community Hero.’’

McHenry also was one of 
12 individuals nationally to be 
recently awarded a 2020 Presi-
dential Award for Excellence 
in Science, Mathematics and 
Engineering Mentoring for his 
pioneering work on broaden-
ing participation of individuals 
from underrepresented groups 
in sciences.

“Jackson State University 
appreciates the continuous im-
pact Dr. McHenry has made 
in the fi eld of STEM education 
through mentorship,’’ Thomas 
K. Hudson, J.D., acting presi-
dent of JSU, said in a news re-
lease about McHenry’s national 
recognition. “Throughout his 
career, he has worked tirelessly 
to expand opportunities for 
students in Mississippi and be-
yond.’’

McHenry grew up during the 
early stages of school desegre-
gation in Camden, Arkansas.

Public schools in his district, 
he said, began integrating un-
der the “Freedom of Choice’’ 
plan. Rather than force students 
to integrate, they were allowed 
to choose which school they 
wanted to attend. In 1966, at the 
urging of his father, McHenry 
chose to go to what had been an 

all-white high school.
McHenry was in a socially 

awkward situation, but he made 
good grades in chemistry. So, 
he began tutoring other stu-
dents, a move that helped him 
develop friendships.

“When I was in high school I 
was pretty good in chemistry,’’ 
McHenry said. “Being the only 
black male in the senior class 
was challenging.

His experience set him on the 
path to teaching.

“That’s when I knew at some 
point in my career, at some 
level, I would be a teacher,’’ 
McHenry said.

McHenry went to the Univer-
sity of Southern Arkansas and 
later attended Mississippi State 
University where he earned a 
doctorate in organic chemistry 
and served as an assistant pro-
fessor of chemistry.

After 12 years at MSU, 
McHenry served as program of-
fi cer for the Louis Stokes Alli-
ances for Minority Participation 
where he traveled the nation 
helping universities implement 
mentoring programs for sci-
ence, technology, engineering 
and mathematics, or STEM.

He continued his career at 
the Mississippi Institutions of 
Higher Learning and the Okla-
homa State Regents for Higher 
Education where he served as 
senior vice chancellor. In 2005 
he returned to Mississippi and 
continued his career of teach-
ing, mentoring and recruiting 

students into STEM careers 
at JSU and the Mississippi e-
Center.

“I love Mississippi and I 
love working in Mississippi,’’ 
McHenry said. `̀ It’s an ideal 
place to work.

“I like Mississippi because 
of Mississippians ... Mississip-
pians want their kids to suc-
ceed.’’

McHenry is currently help-
ing students succeed through 
the National Science Founda-
tion STEM STARS; The Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineer-
ing, and Mathematics Scholars 
Teacher Academy Resident 
System Institute.

“It is designed to produce 120 
more science and mathematics 
teachers,’’ McHenry said. “If 
we produce 120 teachers they 
will impact 360,000 students 
during their careers.’’

McHenry considers helping 
students be successful in pursu-
ing STEM careers to be impor-
tant work.

“The STEM careers are the 
best way to shape the future,’’ 
McHenry said. “It’s the scien-
tists and engineers that solve the 
problems of the future by work-
ing with students and encour-
aging them to go into careers 
that will solve COVID-19, go to 
Mars and develop self-driving 
cars.

“We don’t know all the chal-
lenges that will come up tomor-
row, but if we train them today 
we will have folks that can ad-
dress those challenges.’’

McHenry’s mentoring and 
guidance has affected students 
in other fi elds as well. Keith 
Parker, Ph.D., a professor of so-
ciology and criminal justice at 
Florida A&M University, met 
McHenry during the 1980s at 
Mississippi State University.

“He was in charge of recruit-
ing eligible grad students into 

McHenry encourages minorities, 
women to pursue STEM careers

Seniors moving in

Special to the Mississippi Link

By Brian Broom
The Associated Press

McHenry
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No seventh trial for 
Mississippi man freed 

from prison in 2019

During pandemic, black families put trust in black doctors

AARP awards two 
Mississippi organizations 
with community grants

as part of record-breaking 
nationwide program 

A Mississippi man freed last 
year after 22 years in prison will 
not be tried a seventh time in a 
quadruple murder case, a judge 
ruled Friday after prosecutors told 
him they no longer had any cred-
ible witnesses.

Curtis Flowers was convicted 
multiple times in a bloody slay-
ing and robbery at a small-town 
furniture store in 1996. The U.S. 
Supreme Court threw out the most 
recent conviction in June 2019, cit-
ing racial bias in jury selection.

“Today, I am fi nally free from 
the injustice that left me locked in 
a box for nearly twenty three years,’’ 
Flowers said in a statement released 
by his lawyer. “I’ve been asked if I 
ever thought this day would come. I 
have been blessed with a family that 
never gave up on me and with them 
by my side, I knew it would.’’

Montgomery County Circuit Judge 
Joseph Loper signed the order Friday 
after the state attorney general’s of-
fi ce, which had taken over the case, 
admitted the evidence was too weak 
to proceed with another trial.

“As the evidence stands today, 
there is no key prosecution witness ... 
who is alive and available and has not 
had multiple, confl icting statements 
in the record,’’ Assistant Attorney 
General Mary Helen Wall wrote in a 
fi ling presented to Loper on Friday.

Four people were shot to death July 
16, 1996, in the Tardy Furniture store 
in Winona. They were owner Ber-
tha Tardy, 59, and three employees: 
45-year-old Carmen Rigby, 42-year-
old Robert Golden and 16-year-old 
Derrick “Bobo’’ Stewart. Relatives 
of some of the victims have main-
tained their belief that Flowers is the 
killer.

Flowers was convicted four times 
in the slayings: twice for individual 
slayings and twice for all four kill-
ings. Two other trials involving all 
four deaths ended in mistrials.

Each of Flowers’ convictions was 

overturned. In June 2019, the U.S. 
Supreme Court tossed out the con-
viction and death sentence from 
Flowers’ sixth trial, which took place 
in 2010. Justices said prosecutors 
showed an unconstitutional pattern 
of excluding African American ju-
rors in the trials of Flowers, who is 
black.

The Supreme Court ruling came 
after American Public Media’s “In 
the Dark’’ investigated the case. Cru-
cially, the podcast recorded jailhouse 
informant Odell Hallmon in 2017 
and 2018 recanting his testimony 
that Flowers had confessed to him. 
Hallmon’s story of the confession 
had been key evidence in later trials, 
but he told the podcast on a contra-
band cellphone from behind bars that 
his story was “a bunch of fantasies, a 
bunch of lying.’’

“The only witness who offered 
direct evidence of guilt recanted his 
prior testimony, admitting he was ly-
ing when he said Mr. Flowers made a 
jailhouse confession to the murders,’’ 
Wall wrote Friday.

The podcast also presented an 
analysis fi nding a long history of ra-
cial bias in jury selection by Mont-
gomery County District Attorney 
Doug Evans, and found evidence 
suggesting another man may have 
committed the crimes. Evans stepped 
aside from the case after State Attor-
ney General Lynn Fitch took offi ce 

in January.
“This prosecution was fl awed 

from the beginning and was tainted 
throughout by racial discrimina-
tion,’’ said defense lawyer Rob 
McDuff of the Mississippi Center 
for Justice. “It should never have oc-
curred and lasted far too long, but we 
are glad it is fi nally over.’’

After the Supreme Court ruling, 
Flowers was moved off death row 
at the Mississippi State Penitentiary 
at Parchman and taken to a regional 
jail in the central Mississippi town of 
Louisville. He remained in custody 
because the original murder indict-
ment was still active.

At the request of Flowers’ attor-
neys, Loper set bond at $250,000, 
with Flowers released in Decem-
ber after 10% of that amount was 
posted. The judge ruled Friday that 
all but $10 of the $25,000 should be 
returned to Matthew Popoli, who do-
nated the money to support Flowers. 
Popoli had remained anonymous un-
til Friday.

Winona sits near the crossroads of 
Interstate 55, the major north-south 
artery in Mississippi, and U.S. High-
way 82, which runs east to west. It’s 
about a half-hour’s drive from the 
fl atlands of the Mississippi Delta. 
Among its 4,300 residents, about 
48% are black and 44% are white. 
Census Bureau fi gures show that 
about 30% live in poverty.

Dr. Janice Bacon was exactly 
the person Kay McField hoped 
to talk to when she found herself 
spending most of her days in 
bed, feeling too depressed to get 
up as the coronavirus pandemic 
threatened those around her.

As she watched those closest 
to her test positive for the virus 
– a goddaughter and her uncle, 
whom she cares for, among them 
– McField said she was terrifi ed 
that she or her daughter, who 
both suffer from autoimmune 
diseases, would fall ill. When 
she wasn’t in bed, the 51-year-
old single mother was cleaning 
her house compulsively.

“It was just this constant pan-
ic,” she said, her arms pressed 
to her chest. “I wanted to talk 
to someone I knew was going to 
listen, who I could trust.’’

A black primary care physi-
cian practicing in Mississippi 
for nearly four decades, Bacon 
works at an all-African-Amer-
ican-run trio of community 
health centers in Hinds County, 
where the population is over-
whelmingly black – and where 
the most coronavirus cases have 
been reported in the state.

Most of the families that Ba-

con and the more than 50 other 
doctors, nurses and social work-
ers serve are African American, 
low-income and living with 
health conditions like heart dis-
ease, diabetes and asthma that 
are more common among black 
Americans. Even before the 
coronavirus, many were dealing 
with depression and anxiety, Ba-
con said.

During the pandemic, those 
problems have been exacer-
bated. Many clinic patients are 
essential workers expected to 
work in-person even as corona-
virus cases have skyrocketed in 
Mississippi. While testing is free 
for community health center pa-
tients, delays are a major issue, 
Bacon said, with some families 
waiting up to two weeks for re-
sults.

Bacon said she has seen peo-
ple scrape together $187 to pay 
for a rapid test at other clinics 
that don’t accept Medicaid, in 

hopes of returning to work faster 
and not losing their jobs.

“There’s this feeling of, ‘I just 
can’t handle it all,’’’ Bacon said. 
“We are seeing serious mental 
health consequences.’’

Meanwhile, families are 
struggling to fi nd child care 
and put food on the table. Two 
of the largest school districts in 
the area decided to start virtu-
ally, creating more barriers for 
families that don’t have internet 
access, or if they do, don’t know 
how to use devices for online 
learning or can’t afford them.

Research suggests black pa-
tients have better outcomes 
when treated by black doctors 
and nurses. Yet, only 5% of doc-
tors nationwide are black, and 
only 2% are black women, ac-
cording to the Association of 
American Medical Colleges.

The Central Mississippi 
Health Services clinic where 
Bacon works is on the campus of 
Tougaloo College, a historically 
black institution that was a gath-
ering place for civil rights activ-
ists in the 1960s. As part of the 
national network of community 
health centers, it receives federal 
funding to serve communities 
designated as medically under-
served areas, with fees adjusted 
based on ability to pay.

Over generations, Bacon has 
built trust in a community gen-
erally skeptical of the health 
care system and made her black 
patients feel they have a safe 
place to go for medical care.

“It’s meaningful to be taken 
care of by someone who looks 
like you, who understands you,’’ 
McField said. “Other doctors go 
into the exam room, and they 
don’t ask your name. And me, 
when I go there and be treated 
that way, I’m not going back no 
more.’’

Raised 90 miles from Jackson 
in Natchez, Mississippi, Bacon 
suffered from severe asthma. 
Her pediatrician would treat her 
at his house when she would 
have attacks, even in the middle 
of the night. That inspired her to 
become a community doctor.

In her offi ce, Bacon has a 
portrait of Michelle and Barack 
Obama on the wall, and pho-
tos of her patients on a bulletin 
board. McField’s daughter Ella’s 
high school graduation photo is 
among them. Ella, who is start-
ing college this fall, says she has 
wanted to be a doctor or a nurse 
since she was little because of 
Bacon.

Bacon has cared for McField’s 
family for generations. She was 
the doctor for McField’s mother 

and her 10 siblings, and now 
she looks after their children. 
McField said her brother drove 
three hours from Memphis so 
his children could be seen by 
Bacon.

When she has gone elsewhere 
for medical care, McField said, 
she has been talked down to, 
misdiagnosed or dismissed by 
doctors. Bacon said there is still 
a lot of implicit bias in the health 
care system, and she has seen 
how it hurts her patients.

When McField opened up to 
Bacon about her depression dur-
ing the pandemic, the doctor in-
troduced her to a social worker 
who helped her fi nd coping 
strategies – writing in a journal, 
taking a break from watching 
the news and praying. She said 
she’s doing a lot better.

Clinic staff members say 
they see their role as more than 
treating their patients’ physi-
cal health. They work with food 
banks, churches and other social 
services to make sure people 
have access to food and clean 
drinking water while in isola-
tion, as well as transportation 
when they can venture out again.

“They can get your high blood 
pressure medication refi lled, 
and then come down the hall-
way and talk about why it was 

up 20 points this week,’’ said 
social worker Chinnika Crisler. 
“Maybe it’s because the unem-
ployment stimulus just ended, 
and ‘I really don’t know how to 
pay my rent next month, so now 
I’m not sleeping.’’’

The pandemic has made run-
ning some of the center’s normal 
programming challenging. Nu-
trition sessions for preteens and 
their parents at risk for obesity 
were halted in person. Respite 
care for parents of children with 
signifi cant health conditions _ 
something Bacon knows is des-
perately needed right now – has 
been on pause until providers 
fi nd a safe way to visit patients’ 
homes.

But there is still much to do. 
On one recent day, Crisler was 
helping a single mother of three 
apply for benefi ts through the 
Family and Medical Leave Act 
because she wasn’t able to bal-
ance working and taking care of 
her three kids at home by her-
self.

Clinician and social worker 
Lisa Williams said that although 
the pandemic has made a lot of 
the problems that patients deal 
with worse, they aren’t anything 
new.

“People have been struggling 
for a long, long time,” she said.

On Aug. 20, AARP announced two 
Mississippi organizations will receive 
2020 Community Challenge grants 
– part of the largest number of grant-
ees to date with more than $2.4 mil-
lion awarded among 184 organizations 
nationwide. Grantees will implement 
“quick-action” projects to create more 
livable communities across all 50 
states, Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

Here in Mississippi projects funded 
include:

Mississippi Faith-Based Coalition
Mississippi Faith-Based Coalition 

in Jackson will use a $20,000 grant to 
turn overgrown vacant neighborhood 
lots into community gardens; provide 
benches and public art; and spruce 
up homes by providing residents with 
paint and pressure washing services to 
restore the beauty of their older homes.

“This AARP Community Challenge 
Grant will help us create a common 
space where people of all generations 
can feel welcome and safe,” said Ben-
nie Hudson, executive director of the 
Mississippi Faith-Based Coalition. “It 
will make the community look much 
better for residents of all ages and help 
connect older residents and younger 
people.”

Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church
Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church in 

Greenville will use a $6,000 grant to 
place fencing and hoop houses in a 
community garden that will supply 
fresh produce to low and moderate-in-
come families. The supplies will allow 
produce to be grown year-round.

“The AARP Community Challenge 
Grant will help us develop a community 
garden to support Greenville residents 
who are seeking healthy food for their 
families, especially during the pan-
demic,” said Rev. Albert Hines, pastor 
of Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church. “The 
garden will be an ongoing food source 
for the community.”

All projects are expected to be com-
pleted by December 18, 2020, and are 
designed to achieve one or more of the 
following outcomes:

 • Create vibrant public places by im-
proving open spaces and parks and ac-
tivating main streets.

 • Deliver a range of transportation 
and mobility options by increasing con-
nectivity, walkability, bikeability, way-
fi nding, and access a wider range of 
transportation choices.

 • Encourage the availability of a 
range of housing by increasing acces-
sible and affordable housing solutions.

 • Increase civic engagement and dem-
onstrate the tangible value of “Smart 
Cities” by bringing together local lead-
ers and residents from all backgrounds 
to address challenges. 

 • Support coronavirus response and 
recovery efforts by ensuring older 
adults’ access to information, essential 
services, and civic life.

“We are incredibly proud to part-
ner with Mississippi’s grantees as they 
work to make immediate improvements 
in their communities, encourage prom-
ising ideas and jumpstart long-term 
change,” said AARP Mississippi State 
Director Kimberly L. Campbell, Esq. 
“Our goal at AARP Mississippi is to 
support the efforts of our communi-
ties to be great places for people of all 
backgrounds, ages and abilities and the 
coronavirus pandemic has only under-
scored the importance of this work.”

The Community Challenge grant 
program is part of AARP’s nationwide 
Livable Communities initiative, which 
helps communities become great places 
to live for residents of all ages.

View the full list of grantees and their 
project descriptions at www.aarp.org/
communitychallenge and view an in-
teractive map of all of the Community 
Challenge projects and AARP Missis-
sippi’s livable communities work at 
www.aarp.org/livable.

By Emily Wagster Pettus 
and Jeff Amy
NNPA Newswire Contributor

Special to the Mississippi Link

Flowers speaks with reporters Dec. 16, 2019 as he exits the Winston-Choctaw 
Regional Correctional Facility in Louisville, Miss.

Dr. Bacon

By Associated Press/ 
Report for America
Associated Press
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More than a dozen Cali-
fornia fi refi ghters trying to 
protect a fi re station from 
fl ames were overrun by the 
blaze Tuesday, and several 
were hurt. Elsewhere, mili-
tary helicopters rescued more 
than 150 people stranded 
in the burning wilderness.

Fourteen fi refi ghters de-
ployed emergency shelters 
as fl ames overtook them and 
destroyed the Nacimiento 
Station in the Los Padres Na-
tional Forest on the state’s 
central coast, the U.S. Forest 
Service said. They suffered 
from burns and smoke inha-
lation, and three were fl own 
to a hospital in Fresno, where 
one was in critical condition.

The injuries came as wind-
driven fl ames of more than 
two dozen major fi res chewed 
through bone-dry Califor-
nia after a scorching Labor 
Day weekend that saw a dra-
matic airlift of more than 200.

Rescue choppers pulled an-
other 164 people from the Si-
erra National Forest through 
the morning and were working 
to rescue 17 others, said Gov. 
Gavin Newsom, who described 
pilots wearing night-vision 
goggles to fi nd a place to land.

“It’s where training meets 
the moment, but it always takes 
the courage, the conviction 
and the grit of real people do-
ing real work,’’ said Newsom, 
who called the fi res historic.

California has already set 
a record with nearly 2.3 mil-
lion acres (930,776 hect-
ares) burned this year, and 
the worst part of the wild-
fi re season is just beginning.

The previous acreage record 
was set just two years ago and 
included the deadliest wildfi re 
in state history, which was start-
ed by power lines and swept 
through the community of 
Paradise and killed 85 people.

That 2018 blaze forced the 
state’s largest utility, Pacifi c 
Gas & Electric, to seek bank-
ruptcy protection and guard 
against new disasters by cut-
ting off power pre-emptive-

ly when fi re conditions are 
exceptionally dangerous.

With high and dry winds ex-
pected until Wednesday, the 
utility cut power to 172,000 
customers over the weekend 
and more outages were ex-
pected in Northern California.

More than 14,000 fi re-
fi ghters are battling fi res 
around the state. Two of the 
three largest blazes in state 
history are burning in the 
San Francisco Bay Area.

California was not alone: 
Hurricane-force winds and high 
temperatures kicked up wild-
fi res across parts of the Pacifi c 
Northwest over the holiday 
weekend, burning hundreds of 
thousands of acres and mostly 
destroying the small town of 
Malden in eastern Washington.

In Southern California, 
fi res burned in Los Angeles, 
San Bernardino and San Di-
ego counties, and the fore-
cast called for the arrival of 
the region’s notorious Santa 
Ana winds. The U.S. Forest 
Service on Monday decided 
to close all eight national for-
ests in the region and to shut-
ter campgrounds statewide.

“Existing fi res are display-
ing extreme fi re behavior. New 
fi re starts are likely. Weather 
conditions are worsening, and 
we simply do not have enough 
resources to fully fi ght and 
contain every fi re,” said Randy 
Moore, a forester for the For-
est Service’s Pacifi c Southwest 
region that covers California.

Lynne Tolmachoff, spokes-
woman for the California De-
partment of Forestry and Fire 
Protection, known as Cal Fire, 
said it’s “unnerving” to have 
reached a record for acreage 
burned so soon. September 
and October usually are the 
worst months for fi res because 
vegetation has dried out and 
high winds are more common.

While the two mammoth 
San Francisco Bay Area fi res 
were largely contained af-
ter burning for three weeks, 
fi refi ghters struggled to cor-
ral several other major blazes 
ahead of the expected winds. 
Evacuation orders were ex-
panded to more mountain 

communities Monday as the 
so-called Creek Fire burned 
through the Sierra National 
Forest in Central California.

It was one of many recent 
major fi res that displayed ter-
rifyingly swift movement. 
The fi re advanced 15 miles 
(24 kilometers) in a single day 
during the weekend. Since 
starting Friday from an un-
known cause, it has burned 
212 square miles (549 square 
kilometers). Forty-fi ve homes 
and 20 other structures were 
confi rmed destroyed so far.

Debra Rios wasn’t home 
Monday when the order came 
to evacuate her hometown 
of Auberry, just northeast of 
Fresno. Sheriff’s deputies went 
to her ranch property to pick 
up her 92-year-old mother, 
Shirley MacLean. They re-
united at an evacuation center.

“I hope like heck the 
fi re doesn’t reach my little 
ranch,’’ Rios said. “It’s not 
looking good right now. 
It’s an awfully big fi re.’’

Mountain roads saw a steady 
stream of cars and trucks leav-
ing the community of about 
2,300 on Monday afternoon.

Firefi ghters working in 
steep terrain saved the tiny 
town of Shaver Lake from 
fl ames that roared down hill-
sides toward a marina. About 
30 houses were destroyed 
in the remote hamlet of Big 
Creek, resident Toby Wait said.

“About half the private 
homes in town burned down,’’ 
he said. “Words cannot even 
begin to describe the devas-
tation of this community.’’

A school, church, library, 
historic general store and a 
major hydroelectric plant 
were spared in the commu-
nity of about 200 residents, 
Wait told the Fresno Bee.

Sheriff’s deputies went door 
to door to make sure residents 
complied with evacuation or-
ders. Offi cials hoped to keep 
the fi re from pushing west to-
ward Yosemite National Park.

On Saturday, National 
Guard rescuers in two mili-
tary helicopters airlifted 214 
people to safety after fl ames 
trapped them in a wooded 
camping area near Mammoth 
Pool Reservoir. Twelve peo-
ple were hospitalized, two of 
them with seriously injuries.

One of the Southern Califor-
nia fi res closed mountain roads 
in Angeles National Forest and 
forced the evacuation of the 
historic Mount Wilson Obser-
vatory. Late Monday night, 
the Los Angeles County Fire 
Department told residents of 
Duarte, Bradbury and Monro-
via near the forest to get ready 
for a possible evacuation.

Cal Fire said the so-called 
El Dorado Fire in San Ber-
nardino County started Satur-
day morning when a smoke-
generating pyrotechnic 
device was used by a couple 
to reveal their baby’s gender.

Firefi ghters overtaken
by fl ames in California mountains

WilliamsWilliams

By Marcio Jose Sanchez and 
Brian Melley
Associated Press



A number 
of years ago, 
I moved to a 
n e i g h b o r h o o d 
closer to my job 
which I was ex-
cited about. One 
thing that I did 

not like about my new town-
home was how dark it was in 
my back yard leading to where 
I parked my car. Even with the 
back-porch light on, I noticed 
my backyard was very dark and 
so one of the fi rst things I did 
was have a motion detector light 
installed. Not being a mechani-
cally inclined person, I asked a 
good friend if he would install it 
for me as a favor. When he came 
to set up the light, I noticed it 
didn’t take long for him to put 
the light fi xture up. Within a 
few minutes, he had the fi xture 
connected and the light was 
working.

What took him the most time 
was to set the range for the light. 
As part of the process, he had 
me walk from the rear of my 
back yard toward the back door 
of my townhome a number of 
times to make sure that the light 
came on at the exact moment 
I entered the back yard. After 
a few minutes of me walking 
back and forth and tweaking 
the range, he told me that it was 
ready, gathered his tools and 
left.

It’s funny but I remember 
being so excited the fi rst time 
I opened the gate to my back-
yard and the light came on. It’s 
not that I doubted that it would 
work, but it was beyond my un-
derstanding how the light would 
shine as soon as it detected me. I 
felt much safer knowing that all 
I had to do was make a motion 

like wave my hand and the light 
would come on all by itself.

Fast forward a few years and 
that same light protected me in a 
different way. And it was ironic 
that I was talking to the same 
friend who’d installed the light, 
when a neighbor came over and 
told me that she and my next-
door neighbor had their cars 
broken into the night before. 
Because the area was relatively 
crime-free and quiet (and a few 
neighbors even left their cars 
unlocked), they were shocked at 
what happened.

Another neighbor shared that 
one witness noticed that my 
backyard light was on around 
2:30 a.m. but didn’t think any-
thing about it. He then guessed 
that my light coming on prob-
ably scared away whoever was 
breaking into the cars. They 
even dropped the fl ashlight 
they’d been using as they appar-
ently ran away. The best part for 
me was nothing was touched on 
my car.

Later, I thought about how 
the motion detector light had 
two purposes: it provided both 
exposure and protection at the 
same time. It reminded me of 
how God’s word can do the same 
thing. Psalms 119:105 says that 
God’s word is a “lamp to guide 
my feet and a light for my path.” 
God’s word provides protection 
when we need it but also gives 
light on those sometimes dark 
paths that our lives may take us.

Shewanda Riley is a Fort 
Worth, Texas based author of 
“Love Hangover: Moving from 
Pain to Purpose After a Rela-
tionship Ends” and “Writing to 
the Beat of God’s Heart: A Book 
of Prayers for Writers.” Email 
preservedbypurpose@gmail.
com or follow her on Twitter @
shewanda.

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

SUNDAY
Worship Services

10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

www.nhcms.org
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To be at ease 
in Zion when 
there is urgent 
work to be done 
for the Lord is 
wrong, and it 
is a great dan-

ger that faces each of us who 
claims to be a Christian. The 
ease referred to here is an un-
scriptural, fl eshly ease. The 
true Christian’s life is not 
one of ease. Laboring in the 
Kingdom of God is a neces-
sary part of this life.

The church has a mission 
to fulfi ll, and no one can drift 
into Heaven. We cannot en-
ter God’s Heaven by being at 
ease. We read in Amos 6:1, 
“Woe to them that are at ease 
in Zion.”

The state of ease is defi ned 
as “spiritual inactivity or hav-

ing a lack of interest.” To the 
world, a normal New Testa-
ment Christian experience of-
ten appears to be an abnormal 
way of life. The Day of Pente-
cost meant pain, yet most peo-
ple will do anything to enjoy 
pleasure. The Day of Pente-
cost meant burdens, yet most 
people love ease.  Many peo-
ple have gone past the point 
of being at ease, and they are 
pillars in the church. 

The devil has seemingly 
vaccinated many Christians 
with the needle of apathy. To 
bring out the force of these 
words found in our Scripture 
text, Amos 6:1, I want to com-
pare them to the words found 
in Isaiah 66:8 which says, “As 
soon as Zion travailed, she 
brought forth her children.” If 
we place these two statements 
side by side, we will notice the 
force of the contrast between 

them. The Prophet Amos 
wrote, “Woe to them that 
are at ease in Zion;” and the 
Prophet Isaiah penned, “As 
soon as Zion travailed, she 
brought forth her children.” 
Notice that both statements 
are addressed to Zion.

In the scripture, Zion is 
symbolic of the Church of 
the Living God. Therefore, 
this solemn message is di-
rected to God’s people, and it 
speaks to two possible condi-
tions: being at ease or travail-
ing, a condition of sadness or 
gladness, failure or fullness, 
cold or hot, displeasure or 
pleasure, lethargy or energy, 
slackness or wholehearted-
ness The burden of Amos’ 
message is; however, not of 
certain people being in Zion, 
but of being at ease in Zion. 
The church takes the same 
position in the family of God 

that the natural mother takes 
in the natural family.

We should realize that it is 
a great privilege to dwell in 
Zion. It is a great privilege 
to be a part of the Church of 
the Living God. What a won-
derful thing it is to be a part 
of God’s family. As the song 
says, “I’m so glad I’m a part 
of the family of God.”

If it were not for the grace 
of God, we would still be liv-
ing in sin or in Babylon, but 
I thank God that He saved us 
by His grace and brought us 
into His family.

Next week, Part II, “Spiri-
tual Inactivity”

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, 
Hampton VA 23669. He is a 
member of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelism Church 
of God, Anderson, Ind.

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

Spiritual 
Inactivity

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

P R E S E R V E D

Divine Protection 
God’s Word 

Lighting the Way
 By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
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OPINION

The unrelent-
ing spread of the 
novel coronavi-
rus (COVID-19) 
throughout the 
United States of 
America in 2020 

continues to pose an unprec-
edented public health crisis for 
all Americans, but in particular 
for black Americans and other 
people of color who are dispro-
portionately negatively impact-
ed by COVID-19.

As the trusted voice of black 
America, the National News-
paper Publishers Association 
(NNPA) in March of 2020 es-
tablished the NNPA Coronavi-
rus Task Force as a means of 
increasing public awareness 
about the overall preexist-
ing health disparities in black 
America and the dispropor-
tionately fatal consequences of 
COVID-19 for black Ameri-
cans and other people of color. 

In fact, the NNPA and our 
Coronavirus Task Force were 
the fi rst to issue a national 
“State of Emergency” declara-
tion April 3, 2020 to warn black 
Americans and others about the 
evolving dangers and public 
health risks of COVID-19.

Earlier this year, there were 
just too many myths and other 
misinformation circulating pri-
marily via social media falsely 
asserting that “Black people 
and people of African descent 
were immune to COVID-19 
because of the presence of mel-
anin.” Of course, that assertion 
is not true. Yet, unfortunately, 
too many people in our com-
munities began to risk infection 
to COVID-19 because of false-
hoods and misinformation.

The media has a responsibil-
ity to research and report the 
truth.

This year marks the 193rd 
year of the Black Press of 
America. Since Freedom’s 
Journal was fi rst published in 
March of 1827, the Black Press 

has remained on the front lines 
of publishing and speaking 
truth to power by demanding 
freedom, justice and equality.

All of this brings me to state 
categorically, “Black Ameri-
cans have to be involved at all 
levels of responding to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. We cannot 
afford to be silent, detached, 
denied or prevented from being 
at the decision-making tables 
in terms of COVID-19-based 
public health policies, re-
search, clinical trials, remedies 
and vaccine development. Our 
lives and future are at stake.”

The good news is that today 
there are many black American 
physicians, infectious disease 
scholars, clinicians, medical 
researchers, nurses and oth-
ers on the front lines as fi rst 
responders and as leaders in-
side the major pharmaceutical 
companies that are striving to 
develop a safe and effective 
vaccine for COVID-19. 

We are profoundly aware that 
within our communities there 
has been a historical and con-
temporary distrust of medical 

research. However, the chal-
lenge today is for more black 
Americans to be involved at 
every point of the development 
of a COVID-19 vaccine to en-
sure that the medical rights and 
interests of black Americans 
are thoroughly protected, re-
spected, and addressed effec-
tively and truthfully.

In other words, black Ameri-
can engagement is crucial and 
critical in the development of 
a COVID-19 vaccine – includ-
ing participation in clinical tri-
als – to make sure that the new 
vaccine is effective to prevent 
blacks and others from COV-
ID-19 infections.

Three years ago, the NNPA, 
Howard University and Pfi zer 
collaborated to do a nation-
al landmark poll and study 
of awareness of Sickle Cell 
Disease (SCD) among black 
Americans. This was important 
because black Americans are 
disproportionately impacted by 
SCD across the nation.

Included in that NNPA-
Howard University-Pfi zer poll 
was the issue of black Amer–

cans’ willingness to participate 
in clinical trials with respect to 
SCD. We were pleased to learn 
and to document that 76% 
of the black American poll 
respondents had positive or 
neutral attitudes toward SCD 
clinical trials, and a majority 
indicated a willingness to par-
ticipate in future clinical trials 
for SCD, given appropriate 
knowledge and recommenda-
tions from health care profes-
sionals.

It is urgent that in the strate-
gic rush to develop an effective 
COVID-19 vaccine for all peo-
ple, that black Americans are 
not left out of the process. The 
health of our families and com-
munities necessitates our in-
volvement to raise all the ques-
tions that need to be raised, and 
at the same time to participate 
responsibly in the COVID-19 
clinical trials.

Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. is the 
president and CEO of the Na-
tional Newspaper Publishers 
Association (NNPA) and can be 
reached at dr.bchavis@nnpa.
org

Black Americans 
and COVID-19 
clinical trials “One nation 

under God, in-
divisible, with 
liberty and jus-
tice for all.” That 
was our country’s 
pledge. Now 

more than ever we have the 
fi erce urgency to live it by vot-
ing in the coming weeks.

We have had times in life 
where choices that we made 
determined the outcome. All of 
us can name enough occasions 
where our direct actions had an 
impact.

America has come to another 
watershed moment in its his-
tory. The month of November 
looms large. Yes, we will cel-
ebrate Thanksgiving with fam-
ily and friends. And of course, 
Black Friday sales will be run-
ning non-stop in stores and on-
line.

While important and time-
honored, nothing will be more 
important than us voting in 
November. This moment must 
not fi nd us lacking or making 
excuses.

Derrick Johnson, president 
of the NAACP said, “We have 
racism emanating from the 
White House.” We know this 
to be true but, will that compel 
and propel Americans to vote. 
For example, Johnson wants 
black voter turnout to increase 
5% over 2016.

It is a well-documented fact 
African Americans had a low 
voter turnout in the last elec-
tion. Did we not vote for Hill-
ary Clinton because we thought 
she did not need our votes? I 
believe that was the case for 
some of us.

Everyone must vote. For ex-
ample, 61% of the naturalized 
citizens live in just fi ve states. 
Those states are California, 
New York, Florida, Texas and 
New Jersey.

It is the thinking of many 
pundits that Florida is a battle-
ground state. If you are an im-
migrant having come to Amer-
ica, you have a birds-eye view 
of what is happening here. It is 
my opinion that you may have 
a loved one or friend who has 
been caught up in immigration 
mania.

This is all the doing of Mr. T, 
president of the United States 
of America.

Another group that will have 
a defi ning role in this year’s 
election will be independent 
voters. Jeffrey Jones, Gal-
lup Poll’s senior editor says, 
“There are the people who don’t 
change their votes, no matter 
what, but the country is not as 
polarized as people think. In-
dependents make up the largest 
group of Americans, and these 
people are people who can be 
more easily swayed. They are 
open to persuasion.”

This block of voters will car-
ry weight. A closer review of 
independent voters shows that 
thirty-fi ve percent of Ameri-
cans under the age of 30 say 
they are independent accord-
ing to the Spring 2020 Harvard 
Youth Study.

Ellen Moorhouse, deputy 
director of a political action 
group said, “Personally, I have 
never really felt either major 
party represented my interest.”

The prognosticators and for-
tune tellers have a prediction 
on who will win the 2020 presi-
dential election. They have 
convinced some of us already 
about who will win.

I know this and that is we 
must vote in November.

Another four years of what 
we already have is unaccept-
able. Our standing in the world 
community is a mess. The na-
tion’s economy is a hot mess. 
Race relations in America are 
at their lowest point.

We are being laughed at by 
the world, we cannot fi nd a job 
and we are afraid to leave our 
homes.

America, turn off the snooze 
button and sound the alarm. 
The upheaval that we fi nd our-
selves in these days is because 
of the current administration.

I believe that there are 
enough Americans who voted 
in the dark the last time and 
now will vote for the Biden-
Harris ticket.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr 
said, “I can never be what I 
ought to be until you are what 
you ought to be. This is the way 
our world is made.”

So, can we depend upon each 
other to vote on November 3?

Yes We Can!

The fi erce urgency 
of now is to vote 

in November
By James B. Ewers Jr.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio

 By Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. 
President and CEO of the NNPA

Black American engagement is crucial and critical in the development of a COVID-19 vaccine – including 
participation in clinical trials – to make sure that the new vaccine is effective to prevent blacks and oth-
ers from COVID-19 infections. PHOTO: ISTOCKPHOTO / NNPA

Storms are raging on the water
And they move and make havoc on land

Nature moves by the hand of God
But senseless killings are by the hand of man 

In the wake of a great pandemic
hurricanes are blowing in the Gulf

It’s already hard for some to make it
More destruction will make it tough

But here’s a thought to consider
as we look for heaven’s help

Nature’s storm may bring disasters
But man is destroying himself

Another man was tragically killed
shamelessly shot down in the back

He’s paralyzed now from the waist down
The video showed the chilling facts

Still the same “old” criminal routine

Same story on a different day
When will the perpetrators stop the violence 

We know there’s better way

As we’re praying and showing concern
about everything that’s going on

Let’s show some love and understanding
We won’t be blessed by doing wrong

It appears that we’ve become complacent
Even in a state of confusion

Some even think that this pandemic
is not real, but just an illusion

But when someone we know has died
The fi rst thing that will be asked...

Was it because of the virus?
And did they ever wear a mask?

Stay masked and mind your distance
It’s good advice and not for play

This virus is no joking matter
People are dying from it everyday

But there is still hope for tomorrow
and there is rest for the weary soul

God’s grace is still suffi cient
and His truth must still be told

It’s not time to give up now
Nor is it time to throw in the towel

Let’s stay focused on what we must do
we may be in this thing awhile

Let us keep all hope alive
Pray in faith and just believe

that God will soon end this pandemic
and give our world a needed reprieve

But there is something we must do
before heaven’s blessing are sent

we must humble ourselves before God
and sincerely and truly REPENT

This is the only way that God
will hear us when we pray

CONFESS our sins both large and small
and then His word we must OBEY

He has promised to forgive us
and to cleanse us from our sins
He’ll create in us a clean heart
and renew a right spirit within

So let’s stop wasting precious time
and give Micah 6:8 a nod

It says do justice and love mercy
and walk humbly before our God

I can see the sun on the horizon
and soon will come the break of dawn

A better day is on the way
God will deliver us from the storm.

© 2020 H Ralph Samuels, Jr.

Deliverance Will Come 
H Ralph Samuels Jr. 
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Virginia students now can 
take an elective course focusing 
on African-American history, 
Gov. Ralph Northam said Aug. 
28.

The new courses are avail-
able in 16 of the state’s school 
divisions, including in Arlington 
and Prince William counties.

“Black history is American 
history, but for too long, the 
story we have told was insuffi -
cient and inadequate,” Northam 
said in a news release. “The in-
troduction of this groundbreak-
ing course is a fi rst step toward 
our shared goal of ensuring all 
Virginia students have a fuller, 
more accurate understanding of 
our history, and can draw impor-
tant connections from those past 
events to our present day.”

The full-credit course sur-
veys African-American history 
from precolonial Africa through 
the present day. It introduces 
students to African-American 
history concepts, including the 
trans-Atlantic slave trade, the 
Civil War, Emancipation, Re-
construction and the civil rights 
era.

Students will also learn about 
African-American voices, in-
cluding many not traditionally 
highlighted, and their contribu-
tions to Virginia and America’s 
story.

According to the news re-
lease, the course is expected to 
challenge students to explore 
primary and secondary sources 
documenting the African-Amer-
ican experience.

It includes a capstone project 

requiring students to conduct 
independent research on a ques-
tion or problem of their choos-
ing and demonstrate a deeper 
understanding of African-Amer-
ican history.

“We can expect young Virgin-
ians to understand the enduring 
impacts of systemic racism only 
when they fully understand both 
the oppression experienced by 
African Americans and their sig-
nifi cant contributions to STEM, 
the arts, education, law and ad-
vocacy,” said Virginia Secretary 
of Education Atif Qarni.

“As a history teacher, I know 
that this course is long overdue 
and is a fi rst step toward telling 
a more inclusive story about the 
past and how it has shaped the 
present.”

In 2019, Northam signed an 

executive order to establish the 
Commission on African-Ameri-
can History Education.

The commission was charged 
with reviewing Virginia’s history 
standards, and the instructional 
practices, content and resources 
to teach African-American his-
tory in the Commonwealth.

The inclusion of African-
American history in high school 
classes in Virginia comes as pro-
tests continue in the aftermath of 
the police shootings of George 
Floyd in Minnesota, Jacob Blake 
in Wisconsin and many others.

It also comes at a time when 
professional athletes and en-
tertainers have stood in force 
behind the Black Lives Matter 
Movement in a push for social 
justice and all to understand the 
history of African Americans.

“The full history of Virginia 
is complex, contradictory, and 
often untold – and we must do 
a better job of making sure that 
every Virginia graduate enters 
adult life with an accurate and 
thorough understanding of our 
past, and the pivotal role that 
African Americans have played 
in building and perfecting our 
Commonwealth,” Northam 
stated.

“The important work of this 
commission will help ensure that 
Virginia’s standards of learning 
are inclusive of African-Amer-
ican history and allow students 
to engage deeply, drawing con-
nections between historic racial 
inequities and their continuous 
infl uence on our communities 
today.”

Naked except for “spit hoods’’ 
in a reference to the killing of 
Daniel Prude, several protesters 
sat outside Rochester’s police 
headquarters Monday morning 
to push for police accountability, 
local news outlets reported.

Photos and video showed 
roughly a half-dozen demonstra-
tors, naked or in minimal clothes 
and some with “Black Lives 
Matter’’ written on their backs, 
sitting silently with their hands 
behind them, on a rain-slicked 
street outside the city Public 
Safety Building. The Democrat 
& Chronicle reported that after 
a time, the demonstrators were 
given blankets and left in cars.

Meanwhile, President Donald 
Trump tweeted that Rochester 
was among cities that had “bad 
nights,’’ while Mayor Lovely 
Warren commended activist 
leaders, police and community 
elders on a night of calm protest 
Sunday.

Prude, a 41-year-old black 
man, died after police found him 
running naked in a street March 
23, put a hood over his head to 
stop him from spitting, then held 
him down for about two minutes 
until he stopped breathing. He 
died a week later after he was 
taken off life support.

His brother, Joe Prude, had 
called 911 seeking help for Dan-
iel Prude’s unusual behavior. He 
had been taken to a hospital for a 
mental health evaluation earlier 
that night but was released after 

a few hours, his brother told of-
fi cers.

His death sparked outrage af-
ter his relatives on Wednesday 
released police body camera vid-
eo and written reports they ob-
tained through a public records 
request.

Seven police offi cers were 
suspended Thursday, and state 
Attorney General Letitia James 
said Saturday she would form 
a grand jury and conduct an 
“exhaustive investigation’’ into 
Prude’s death. Warren and Police 
Chief La’Ron Singletary have 
faced calls for their resignations 
over the delay in releasing de-
tails of Prude’s death.

Police union offi cials have 
said the offi cers were following 
their training.

Protesters have demanded po-
lice accountability and legisla-
tion to change how authorities 
respond to mental health emer-
gencies.

Free The People ROC re-
leased a statement Monday say-
ing marches will continue until 
Warren and Singletary resign, 
offi cers involved in Prude’s 

death are fi red and prosecuted, 
and the Rochester Police Depart-
ment is stopped from respond-
ing to mental health calls and 
defunded.

Protesters gathered in a Roch-
ester park Monday evening be-
fore moving to the city’s Public 
Safety Building by nightfall, for 
a sixth consecutive night of dem-
onstrations.

Police lined up under the 
Frederick Douglass-Susan B. 
Anthony Memorial Bridge late 
in the night and announced on 
a loudspeaker that the gathering 
outside of the building had been 
deemed unlawful, and threat-
ened that refusing to leave could 
lead to arrests.

The protest ended peacefully 
around 1 a.m. with the crowd 
dispersing voluntarily.

On Sunday, police said more 
than 1,000 protesters marched 
to the Public Safety Building 
on a night more peaceful than 
the rest, with community elders 
acting as a buffer between offi -
cers and protesters. The Police 
Department said no arrests were 
made.

“Last night the world saw the 
true spirit of Rochester,’’ Warren 
said in a statement, adding that 
she had told the police depart-
ment Sunday “to adopt a smaller 
and more restrained posture.”

Trump, however, mentioned 
Rochester in a Monday morn-
ing tweet about cities he said 
“all had bad nights’’ and were 
“weakly run by radical left Dem-

ocrat governors and mayors!”
“Get the picture?’’ the Repub-

lican president added.
Demonstrations before Sun-

day had intensifi ed into clashes 
between police and protesters, 
with offi cers dousing activists 
with a chemical spray and fi ring 
what appeared to be pepper balls 
to drive them from barricades 
around the headquarters build-
ing. At points, fi reworks were 
shot off and a bus stop was set 
ablaze.

Warren, a Democrat, urged 
people to ignore Trump’s com-
ments, accusing him of trying “to 
bait people to act with hate and 
incite violence that he believes 
will benefi t him politically.’’

This summer, Trump has re-
peatedly portrayed Democratic 
mayors as weak leaders who 
have let their cities be overrun by 
violence and disorderly protests, 
casting himself as the president 
of “law and order’’ who will pro-
tect the country from chaos.

Shootings, killings and other 
crimes have increased this sum-
mer in cities including New 
York, Chicago and Detroit, 
though crime overall remains 
lower than it has been in years 
past.

Trump has sought to tie street 
violence to protests. Criminal 
justice experts say the crime 
spikes defy easy explanation in 
a year with historic unemploy-
ment and a pandemic that has 
killed more than 180,000 people.

Memorial Day brought the 
death of George Floyd at the 
hands of Minneapolis police, 
prompting hundreds of thou-
sands of Americans to take to the 
streets in protest. President Don-
ald Trump called Floyd’s death a 
“disgrace” and momentum built 
around policing reform.

But by Labor Day, the pros-
pects for federal legislation have 
evaporated. And Trump is seek-
ing to leverage the violence that 
has erupted around some of the 
protests to scare white, suburban 
voters and encourage them to 
back his reelection campaign.

The three-month stretch be-
tween the symbolic kickoff and 
close of America’s summer has 
both galvanized broad public sup-
port for the racial justice move-
ment and exposed the obstacles 
to turning that support into con-
crete political and policy chang-
es. It has also clarifi ed the choice 
for voters in the presidential race 
between Trump, who rarely men-
tions Floyd or other black Ameri-
cans killed by police anymore, 
and Democrat Joe Biden, who 
argues that the summer of pro-
tests can become a catalyst for 
tackling systemic racism.

Polls show Biden has an ad-
vantage among Americans when 
it comes to which candidate 
can manage the country better 
through the protests. An ABC 
News/Ipsos poll out Friday 
showed that 55% of Americans 
believe Trump is aggravating 
the situation. When it comes to 
reducing violence, Americans fa-
vor Biden to Trump, 59% to 39%.

“No matter what he says or 
what he claims, you are not safer 
in Donald Trump’s America,” 
Biden said Friday.

Yet Trump’s campaign also 
sees an opportunity to appeal to 
some voters who may be turned 
off by scenes of violence crop-
ping up around some of the pro-
tests, including in Kenosha, Wis-
consin, where police shot Jacob 
Blake, a black man, seven times 
last month. The president has 
openly directed his appeals at the 
“suburban housewives of Ameri-
ca” especially white housewives 
– casting his reelection as the 
only thing preventing violence 
in cities from spilling into their 
neighborhoods.

Trump traveled to Kenosha 
this past week, thanked law en-
forcement for their efforts and 
met with people whose busi-
nesses were destroyed in fi res. He 
did not meet with Blake’s family. 
Biden did, on Thursday, while on 
a visit to the city.

“I think that there was a lot of 
optimism surrounding the pro-
tests this summer in the wake 
of George Floyd because for the 
fi rst time, we were starting to see 
all of these white people in the 
United States pay a great deal 
of attention to police brutality 
and racial injustice,’’ said Ashley 
Jardina, assistant professor of po-
litical science at Duke University, 
and author of the book “White 
Identity Politics.”

“But white Americans have 
always had a low tolerance for 
protests and unrest around race 
in the U.S., and that’s particularly 
true when they think that protests 
become violent or involve the 
destruction of property,” Jardina 
added.

The majority of racial justice 
protests have been peaceful. But 
some, including in Kenosha and 
Minneapolis, saw vandalism and 
violence. A Trump supporter is 
charged with homicide in the 
shooting deaths of two protesters 
in Kenosha, and an anti-fascist 

shot and killed a right-wing pro-
tester in Portland, Oregon, and 
was later killed during his arrest 
by law enforcement.

Trump has also tried to link 
the protests to local increases 
in shootings, murders and other 
crimes in cities, including Kansas 
City, Missouri, Detroit, Chicago 
and New York, even though crim-
inal justice experts say the spike 
defi es easy explanation in a year 
with historic unemployment and 
a pandemic that has killed more 
than 180,000 people. Crime over-
all remains lower than it has been 
in years past and criminologists 
also caution against a focus on 
crime statistics over a short time 
frame, such as week-to-week or 
month-to-month.

Dan Cooper, a white 51-year-
old software engineer in Port-
land, remains supportive of the 
protests and the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement but fears the van-
dalism is “playing into the right’s 
hands.’’

“A few months ago they started 
off in a more BLM-focused way. 
It does seem like they’ve lost 
their way a little bit,’’ Cooper said 
of the protests.

Steve DeFeo, a white 49-year-
old manager at an insurance 
company in Edgewater, Florida, 
shares that concern. He said that 
while he supports the protests and 
the Black Lives Matter move-
ment, he worries that violent 
protesters allow others to inac-
curately portray the movement as 
dangerous.

“That message gets ampli-
fi ed when you go out and spray-
paint and throw rocks and light 
fi res,’’ he said. “When you see 
a burnt building, that is helping 
the wrong side of the narrative. 
It’s not as effective for the BLM 
movement and keeping their 
message for what it should be.’’

National Black Lives Matter 
organizers have never asked for, 
encouraged or condoned loot-
ing or fi ghting with law enforce-
ment or police supporters on the 
streets, because they are protest-
ing the violent harm done to their 
communities.

Thenjiwe McHarris, a strate-
gist with the Movement for Black 
Lives, a coalition of more than 
150 organizations, said Trump’s 
effort was a “desperate tactic to 
paint our movement a particular 
kind of way to stoke fear in com-
munities across the country and 
to try to steal this election.”

Federal police reform stalled 
on Capitol Hill after an initial 
burst of movement. Nationwide, 
since late May, there have been 
at least 450 pieces of policing 
reform proposals introduced in 
31 states, according to a count 
by the National Conference of 
State Legislatures. Many states 
had fi nished their normal legisla-
tive session at the time of Floyd’s 
death and are planning to address 
police accountability next year.

Breanna Wright, 24, of Lou-
isville, Kentucky, participated 
in more than 20 demonstrations 
in her hometown, where Bre-
onna Taylor, a black woman, was 
killed by police in March. Wright 
says she remains focused on turn-
ing the protests into action.

“Everyone is putting Black 
Lives Matter on the street, Black 
Lives Matter in their windows,” 
she said. “That changes nothing 
for me because next week they’ll 
murder me on your Black Lives 
Matter decorated street.’’

“I mean, it’s cute, you’ve tried 
– thank you. It’s touching that 
you’ve done that – but the system 
has to change.’’

Stafford reported from Detroit 
and Rico from Atlanta. Associ-
ated Press writer Emily Swanson 
contributed to this report.

Virginia High School 
students can now take 
Black History courses

Naked with ‘spit hoods’ on, 
protesters decry Prude’s death

Summer
of protest: Chance 

for change, but 
obstacles exposed

We can expect young Virginians to understand the enduring impacts of systemic racism only when they 
fully understand both the oppression experienced by African Americans and their signifi cant contributions 
to STEM, the arts, education, law and advocacy,” said Virginia Secretary of Education Atif Qarni. PHOTO: 
ISTOCKPHOTO / NNPA

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

By Colleen Long,
Kat Stafford and R.J. Rico
The Associated Press

Associated Press
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LEGAL

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes gov-
erning the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle will be sold 
for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

2008 GMC Yukon : Vin # 1GKFC13098R219926
Registered to Pickett, Wanda    
Mississippi Title Loans, Inc.,  Lien Holder
Date of Sale:  September 11. 2020
Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services; 6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, MS

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and all 
bids.    Time: 10:00 A.M.

8-27-2020, 9-3-2020, 9-10-2020

LEGAL

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes gov-
erning the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle will be sold 
for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

2006 NISS MEL : Vin #1N4BA41E66C861607
Registered to Jessie Miller  
Mississippi Title Loans, Inc., Lien Holder
Date of Sale:  September 11. 2020
Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services; 6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, MS

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and all 
bids.    Time: 10:00 A.M.

8-27-2020, 9-3-2020, 9-10-2020

O�  ce 
Space for 

Rent

(Near Jackson Medical 
Mall)

2659 Livingston Road 
Jackson, MS 39213

2500 Square Feet

Call:  601-209-9199

Garrett 
Enterprises 

Building

LEGAL

Advertisement for RFPs

RFP 2020-17 Web-Based Human Resources Management and 
Professional Development System

Sealed, written formal rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 
662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Pre-
vailing Time), September 17, 2020 at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any 
and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if 
approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date rfps are opened.  

Proposal forms and detailed specifi cations may be obtained free of charge by 
emailing, bjones@jackson.k12.ms.us or calling (601) 973-8582, or documents 
may be picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS website at  
www.jackson.k12.ms.us. 

9-3-2020, 9-10-2020

LEGAL

Jackson Redevelopment Authority
Jackson, Mississippi

Proposals For Contractor Services For J.R.A. Properties – September 2020

INVITATION FOR BID

Sealed Bids for the services for general repair, bush hogging and property clean-
ing at various properties located throughout Jackson, Mississippi will be received 
by the Jackson Redevelopment Authority (JRA) at the Porter Building, 218 South 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, 3rd Floor until 2:00 pm on Friday 9 October 
2020, and thereby publicly opened and read.  

Separate sealed bids will be received.  Bids shall be on a unit price basis, as indi-
cated on the Bid Form.

Bidding Documents are available at the JRA offi ces at 218 S. President Street, 3rd 
Floor, Jackson, MS 39201, Mondays through Fridays between the hours of 9:00 
am and 5:00 pm.  Contact Mary Ealey at (601) 960.1815 or mealey@jacksonms.
gov. 

JRA will hold a non-mandatory Pre-Bid Conference at 2:00 pm on 30 September 
2020, in its 1st Floor Conference Room, located at 218 S. President Street, 1st 
Floor, Jackson, MS 39201. All visitors are urged to wear a face-covering to ensure 
protection against transmission of COVID-19 and to practice social distancing at 
all times inside the building. The Owner will transmit to all prospective Bidders of 
Record such Addenda as the Owner considers necessary in response to ques-
tions arising at the conference. Oral statements may not be relied upon and will 
not be bind

9-10-2020, 9-17-2020

LEGAL

Advertisement for RFP

RFP 2020-19 JPS Digital Curriculum (K-12: English/Language Arts, Math, 
Science and Social Studies) 

Sealed, written formal rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received by the Board 
of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time), 
September 28, 2020 at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read 
aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all rfps, to waive 
informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if approved for forty-fi ve 
calendar days from the date rfps are opened.  

Proposal forms and detailed specifi cations may be obtained free of charge by 
down loading from JPSD website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us. Click on Department 
at the top of the screen, click on Business Offi ce to the left of the screen and click 
on RFPs & Bid Notices. 

9-10-2020, 9-17-2020

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR
JAN FIRE ALARM SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS

BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
PROJECT NO. 12100-004-20

SEPTEMBER 9, 2020

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) is seeking electronic proposals 
(“Proposal”) for services related to the JAN Fire Alarm System Improvements Proj-
ect for the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport.

JMAA will receive electronic sealed Proposals only.  All Proposals will be accepted 
until Thursday, October 8, 2020 at 4:00 pm (CST) (the “Proposal Deadline”).  Elec-
tronic submissions are to be submitted to Chad Parker, Director of Procurement, 
via email at cparker@jmaa.com.  JMAA will also receive hand delivered electronic 
Proposals up to the Proposal Deadline at JMAA’s administrative offi ces, Suite 300, 
Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 In-
ternational Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208.

The following identifi cation information must be provided with the submission: (i) 
Attention: Chad G Parker, Director of Procurement, (ii) Bidder’s company name, 
and (iii) the wording: “JAN Fire Alarm System Improvements Project, Project No. 
12100-004-20.”  If the submission is submitted via email, then the identifi cation in-
formation must be provided in the email subject line.  If the submission is submitted 
by hand delivery, then the identifi cation information must be marked on the outside 
or exterior of the bid envelope or container.

JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any reason 
whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request for Proposals 
(“RFP”) is on fi le and open for public inspection at the offi ces of JMAA. The In-
formation for Respondents contains a copy of the RFP, General Information for 
Respondents, Information Required from Respondents and Criteria for Selection. 
Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents from 
JMAA by contacting Mr. Chad Parker, JMAA’s Director of Procurement, as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Offi ce Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109
Attention: Chad Parker, Director of Procurement
Telephone No.: (601) 664-3516
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: cparker@jmaa.com

or from JMAA’s website at https://jmaa.com/corporate/partner-with-us/procure-
ment/

Based on the Proposals received and the scoring of each proposal, JMAA will 
initiate negotiations with the Respondent ranked fi rst. If such negotiations fail to 
produce an agreement in form and content, satisfactory to JMAA, within a reason-
able period of time, then JMAA may reject the fi rst- ranked Respondent and follow 
the same process with the other Respondents, in the order of their ranking, until a 
Respondent agrees to and enters into an agreement satisfactory to JMAA.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Submission Conference via video conferencing on Tuesday, 
September 22, 2020 at 10:00 am (CST).  Here is the information needed to access 
the Pre-Submission Conference:

Link: https://call.lifesizecloud.com/4056382 
Dial in Number: (312) 584-2401 | Extension: 4056382 

Participation in the Pre-Submission Conference is highly recommended for all 
those interested in submitting a Proposal as a Prime Contractor for the service and 
persons seeking opportunities to provide the service as a Sub-Contractor.  The 
benefi ts of attendance include networking opportunities between Prime Contrac-
tors and Sub-Contractors, the opportunity to be on a list of contacts that will be 
published to interested parties as part of the minutes from the Pre-Submission 
Conference, and the opportunity to receive detailed scope related information from 
the project owner.

JMAA reserves the right to reject any and all Proposals, for any reason, any time 
before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected by JMAA to perform 
the Services.

There is no DBE participation goal for this RFP.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

9-10-2020, 9-17-2020

LEGAL

Advertisement for RFPs

RFP 2020-18 English/Language Arts Digital Curriculum for K - 5

Sealed, written formal rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 
662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Pre-
vailing Time), September 18, 2020 at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any 
and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if 
approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date rfps are opened.  

Proposal forms and detailed specifi cations may be obtained free of charge by 
emailing, bjones@jackson.k12.ms.us or calling (601) 973-8582, or documents 
may be picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS website at 
www.jackson.k12.ms.us.

9-3-2020, 9-10-2020



COMPUTER AND IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN TRAINING
PROGRAMS From Ultimate Medical
Academy Offer Quality Healthcare
Education to Students 100% online.-
Ultimate Medical Academy: 1-866-664-
4140

L. E. TUCKER & SON, INC. - CDL
DRIVERS needed to run from S.E. to
West Coast. Experienced singles and
teams. Check out our new pay package.
Singles, 41 cents per mile for 60 day pro-
bationary period. 46 cents per mile there-
after. Teams, 50 cents per mile for 60 day
probationary period. 55 cents per mile
thereafter. Late model conventional trac-
tors. Home weekly. Benefits package.
Pearl, MS. 601-939-8088.
www.tuckerandson.com

GENERAC STANDBY GENERATORS.
The weather is increasingly unpredictable.
Be prepared for power outages. FREE 7-
year extended warranty ($695 value).
Schedule your in-home assessment today.
Call 1-844-316-8630. Special financing
for qualified customers.

ATTENTION SMALL BUSINESS OWN-
ERS! Are you protected in case of prop-
erty damage or if you have an interrup-
tion in service due to a property event?
Business Owner Property insurance IS
AFFORDABLE and WILL PROTECT YOU
when the unexpected happens! For free
quote, call 855-933-1267 (M-F 7:30 am-
9:30 pm ET)
AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save! Call: 833-678-0500

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for (350) procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount plan. (Don’t
wait!) Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
www.dental50plus.com/mspress #6258
UP TO $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay funer-
al and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 844-
439-8447 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/ms

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money
on your diabetic supplies! Convenient
home shipping for monitors, test strips,
insulin pumps, catheters and more! To
learn more, call now! 877-368-0628
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-
ING at one low price. 601-981-3060

REAL ESTATE SALE - Online Bidding
9/25-30. Hunting Lodge/413+/- Ac.
3887 Sf Home on 10+/- Ac. Home on
10+/- Ac., Tylertown, MS MS378 D
Gilmore LA447.
www.SVNGilmoreAuction.com. 504-468-
6800

DIRECTV - Switch and Save!
$39.99/month. Select All-Included
Package. 155 Channels. 1000s of
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE Genie
HD DVR Upgrade. Premium movie chan-
nels, FREE for 3 mos! Call 1-855-978-
3110

DISH NETWORK. $59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143

DENIED SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILI-
TY? Appeal! If you're 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attorneys can help get
you approved! No money out of pocket!
Call 601-203-3826

Week of September 6, 2020

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

F o r S a l e

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

R e a l E s t a t e

E m p l o y m e n t

I n s u r a n c e

I n s u r a n c e S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

Place Your Classified Ad

STATEWIDE
In 100 Newspapers!

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call Sue at
MS Press Services 

601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
J & A FUEL STORES
3249 Medgar Evers  Blvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS 
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku Solution

© Feature Exchange
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$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

O�er ends 1/31/21.

“All o�ers require credit quali�cation, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. 
Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit quali�cation.

2-YEAR TV PRICE
GUARANTEE 190 CHANNELS

Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

FREE

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 
Duo DVR ($5 discount for 24 months) or Wally/211

SMART 
HD DVR 

INCLUDED

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 

INCLUDED

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper * Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper * Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper * Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 

INCLUDEDINCLUDEDINCLUDEDINCLUDEDINCLUDEDINCLUDEDINCLUDEDINCLUDEDINCLUDEDINCLUDEDINCLUDED

FREE
STREAMING 

ON ALL 
YOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICES

FREE
VOICE 

REMOTE

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 
internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device. 

Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature.

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 

1-877-628-3143 

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

O�er ends 1/31/21.

“All o�ers require credit quali�cation, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. 
Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit quali�cation.

2-YEAR TV PRICE
GUARANTEE 190 CHANNELS

Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

FREE

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 
Duo DVR ($5 discount for 24 months) or Wally/211

SMART 
HD DVR 

INCLUDED

FREE
STREAMING 

ON ALL 
YOUR DEVICES

FREE
VOICE 

REMOTE

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 
internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device. 

Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature.

1-877-628-3143 

3.792 x 6 3.556 x 6

Deanco Auction  601-656-9768   www.deancoauction.com
1042 Holland Ave (PO Box 1248) • Philadelphia, Mississippi 39350         Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733, MSGL #835

10% Buyers Premium on the first $5000 of each lot and then a 2% buyers premium and the remaining balance of each lot.

HUGE 2-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
Wednesday, Sept. 16th &
Thursday, Sept. 17th • 9am

1042 Holland Ave • Philadelphia, Mississippi
NO MINIMUMS       NO RESERVES

Day 1: Selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors, Specialty Trucks, Trailers,
Farm Tractors, Pickups, Vehicles, Attachments, Misc. & More

Day 2: Selling Dozers, Excavators, Motor Graders, Off Road Trucks,
Rubber-tired Loaders, Loader Backhoes, Skid Steers, Compaction
Eq., Forklifts, Logging, Service Trucks, Fuel/Lube Trucks & More

Deanco Auction  601-656-9768   www.deancoauction.com
1042 Holland Ave (PO Box 1248) • Philadelphia, Mississippi 39350         Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733, MSGL #835

10% Buyers Premium on the first $5000 of each lot and then a 2% buyers premium and the remaining balance of each lot.

HUGE 2-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
Wednesday, Sept. 16th &
Thursday, Sept. 17th • 9am

1042 Holland Ave • Philadelphia, Mississippi
NO MINIMUMS       NO RESERVES

Day 1: Selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors, Specialty Trucks, Trailers,
Farm Tractors, Pickups, Vehicles, Attachments, Misc. & More

Day 2: Selling Dozers, Excavators, Motor Graders, Off Road Trucks,
Rubber-tired Loaders, Loader Backhoes, Skid Steers, Compaction
Eq., Forklifts, Logging, Service Trucks, Fuel/Lube Trucks & More

Deanco Auction  601-656-9768   www.deancoauction.com
1042 Holland Ave (PO Box 1248) • Philadelphia, Mississippi 39350         Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733, MSGL #835

10% Buyers Premium on the first $5000 of each lot and then a 2% buyers premium and the remaining balance of each lot.

HUGE 2-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
Wednesday, Sept. 16th &
Thursday, Sept. 17th • 9am

1042 Holland Ave • Philadelphia, Mississippi
NO MINIMUMS       NO RESERVES

Day 1: Selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors, Specialty Trucks, Trailers,
Farm Tractors, Pickups, Vehicles, Attachments, Misc. & More

Day 2: Selling Dozers, Excavators, Motor Graders, Off Road Trucks,
Rubber-tired Loaders, Loader Backhoes, Skid Steers, Compaction
Eq., Forklifts, Logging, Service Trucks, Fuel/Lube Trucks & More
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SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

844-316-8630

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020

UR FREE IN-HOME UR FREE IN-HOME UR FREE IN-HOME UR FREE IN-HOME UR FREE IN-HOME 

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

844-316-8630

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

844-316-8630

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O�er valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  
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Rev. Alphanette Bracey 
Hemphill-Martin was honored 
Saturday with a birthday parade 
hosted by her daughter Doris-
tiene. Martin was born Sept. 7, 
1940 in Raymond, MS. 

There were over 50 well-wish-
ers driving by to wish the former 
head majorette and basketball 
player from sixty-one years ago, 
a happy birthday. Martin, who 
on several occasions, told her 
daughter, “no one could dribble 
that ball like me,” greeted her 
friends at their cars, often step-
ping high as though she was 
getting ready for a performance 
with the marching band.

After the parade she said, 
“Everyone that came through 
touched my life in an amazing 
way. What a celebration, one 
that I will never forget.”

She said, “I was so amazed, 
and surprised by the outpouring 
of love. I’m still excited. It was 
so unbelievable how during this 
pandemic people were still want-
ing to celebrate this milestone.”

Martin said she really wanted 
to thank Anderson United Meth-
odist Church family, Central 
United Methodist Church family 
(where she was a former pastor), 
Seven Springs United Methodist 
Church family, her home church, 
JSUNA Byram Terry Chapter, 
JSUNA Mississippi Region, 
Metro Jackson Chapter of Alcorn 
State University, Hinds County 
Sheriff and The Mississippi Link 
Newspaper. She said, “You all 
made this a day, to remember. I 
can live another 80 years.”

Martin attended Jackson State 
College after graduating from 

high school where she was also 
a majorette. While at Jackson 
State, without the knowledge 
of her mother, Martin, who was 
active during the civil rights 
movement, decided she want-
ed to attend Ole Miss because 
Jackson State, at that time, was 
not offering what she really 
wanted to study. With the help 
of the librarian at Jackson State, 
she completed the application 
even though the late civil rights 
leader Medgar Evers advised 
her to wait so she could have 
the NAACP behind her. Martin 
didn’t wait.

Thurgood Marshall escorted 
her back and forth from Jackson 
to Ole Miss.

When news broke on air that 
a Negro girl from Raymond had 
applied to Ole Miss, Martin’s 
mother, who learned it was her 
daughter, had a heart attack and 
Martin therefore decided to com-
plete her degree in physical edu-
cation at Jackson State.

Martin’s daughter, Doristiene, 
was very pleased with the suc-
cess of the party.

She said, “I had mentioned 
to a friend that my mom will be 
80 years old in September.” Her 
friend suggested she should have 
a birthday parade and would be 
happy to help her.

“I was nervous at fi rst, but 
after hearing the positive re-
sponses from people, I was like 
this can work. Everyone I called 
said they’ll do anything for Rev. 
Martin because she is always 
there for us. My mom needed to 
be celebrated. I am glad she was 
able to receive her fl owers in this 
lifetime. I am so glad I was able 
to do this for her,” she said.
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80th Year Birthday Parade
for Summer Hill H.S. Majorette

Springridge Road • Raymond, MS • September 7, 2020
PHOTOS BY KEVIN BRADLEY

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher



Your favorite Hollywood star 
seems ten feet tall.

After all, he’s bigger than 
life. Everybody knows him; 
he’s handsome and funny and, 
well, you’re pretty sure that if 
you ever met him, you’d prob-
ably be tongue-tied. After all, 
the man’s famous.

So would you be surprised, 
as in “The Rock: Through the 
Lens: His Life, His Movies, His 
World,” photographs by Hiram 
Garcia, to learn that your favor-
ite star is a regular guy after all?

Garcia was just a freshman 
in high school back in 1991 but 
he was tall, often towering over 
the dudes his sister dated. And 
then she invited him to the Uni-
versity of Miami to meet her 
“new boyfriend” and she intro-
duced Garcia to someone who 
was bigger than he was. He met 
a man he calls “DJ,” and a life-
long friendship was formed.

For nearly three decades, 
Dwayne Johnson, Garcia and 
Garcia’s sister have “come to-
gether in many creative ways,” 
including through their produc-
tion company, which is respon-

sible for some of Johnson’s 
biggest fi lms and small-screen 
programs. But, as this book 
shows, Johnson isn’t just the 
star of Jungle Cruise or The 
Titan Games; he’s also a pro 
wrestler, a father and a guy who 
truly appreciates his fans – and 
that includes kids, a group that 
Garcia says Johnson particu-
larly enjoys.

Both staged and candid pic-
tures in this book show all 
those aspects of Johnson’s life, 
and more. Here, for example, 
you’ll see Johnson’s love of 
family, his wife and daughters, 

his ex-girlfriend, as well as in-
laws and extended family.

There are many photos of 
“The Rock” in training, work-
ing out, and eating right. Read-
ers will see what kind of work 
it takes to maintain a double-
career and still have time for 
a personal life and “horsing 
around” with friends and col-
leagues.

You’ll see Johnson’s fun side, 
and his fan side. And you’ll see 
how Garcia came to understand 
that taking snapshots of his 
buddy, “DJ,” could ultimately 
take a hobby to the next level...

Looking for something you 
can read quick? Here, it won’t 
take you long to get through 
“The Rock: Through the Lens: 
His Life, His Movies, His 
World” because there really 
isn’t much to read at all.

No, most of what photogra-
pher Garcia includes as narra-
tive consists of captions to go 
along with the dozens of pic-
tures of the man he calls “the 
ultimate entertainer...” Some 
of these captions are only a 
few words long, others have 
more explanation to them, but 
the truth is that readers likely 

won’t dwell on this aspect of 
the book.

Instead, the real reason to 
want this well-done coffee-
table book is for the photos 
inside. They invite readers to 
linger, showing Johnson at 
his most pensive, enjoying his 
fans and at work. The pictures 
appear to have been carefully 
chosen, and they won’t disap-
point anyone ages 16 to adult.

So get “The Rock: Through 
the Lens: His Life, His Movies, 
His World,” especially if you 
love the guy. Because this is a 
fan’s book, after all...

 By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

BOOK REVIEW:

THE ROCK:THE ROCK:
THROUGH THE LENS: HIS LIFE, THROUGH THE LENS: HIS LIFE, 
HIS MOVIES, HIS WORLDHIS MOVIES, HIS WORLD
PHOTOGRAPHS BY HIRAM GARCIA
C.2020, ST. MARTIN’S PRESS
$35.00 / $47.50 CANADA  •  247 PAGES
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WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS 
JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND 
BLUES STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR 
FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S 
AND 90’S. TUNE IN TO HEAR JUST 
THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND 
TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 



HCSD Office of Community Relations – As the new school year begins, the 
Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) Office of Compulsory School Atten-
dance Enforcement would like to remind parents about the law governing school 
attendance and about the deadline for notifying school districts of home school 
decisions.

The Compulsory School Attendance Law requires a parent, legal guardian or 
custodian who has legal control or charge of a child age 6 to 17 to enroll him or her 

in an education program (public, private or home school). Based on the Compul-
sory School Attendance Law, a compulsory-school-age child means a child who 
has reached the age of 6 years on or before September 1 of the calendar year and 
who has not reached the age of 17 years on or before September 1 of the calendar 
year. The law also includes any child who will be age 5 on or before September 1 
and has enrolled in a full-day public school kindergarten program.

Parents interested in providing educational services to their child/children at 

home are required to complete a certificate of enrollment, which includes a simple 
description of the educational services. The certificate of enrollment must be sub-
mitted to the school attendance officer by September 15 of each year the child 
home schools. This is in accordance with the Compulsory School Attendance Law. 
Parents should keep a copy of the enrollment form for their records.

For additional information, please contact the local school district or the school 
attendance officer in your county. Families may also visit https://mdek12.org/OCSA 

Mrs. Gordon formerly known as Ms. Burdett is entering her 31st year as an educator, 
all of which have been completed here in Mississippi. After earning a B.A. in elementary 
education from Southeastern Louisiana University, she worked as a classroom teacher 
for 7 years before attending Mississippi College where she received Master’s Degrees 
in both school counseling and school psychometry.  Mrs. Gordon has served as a dis-
trict test coordinator, psychometrist, school counselor and assistant principal. She also 
served 7 years as the principal at North Pike Elementary in Summit, MS. Last year she 
served as the curriculum coordinator at Hinds County School District was very instrumen-

tal in retooling the curriculum department to meet the needs of the student, faculty, staff, administrators and 
parents.  Congratulation on your promotion…. well deserving.

Hinds County Schools is pleased to announce the appointment of Dr. Johnathan Page 
as the incoming coordinator of federal programs. Dr. Page recently served as the execu-
tive director of School Improvement in Georgia which included overseeing federal pro-
grams; therefore, he is no stranger to managing the program with Hinds County Schools.

“I am extremely humbled to be named coordinator for federal programs,” said Page. 
“Entrusting me with this appointment will allow me to progress the continuous efforts of 
establishing a climate and culture where the office of federal programs works hand in and 
hand to ensure that the academic and professional needs are met for all within the Hinds 

County School District. I will work closely with the administration, teachers, staff and parents to ensure that the 
funds are allocated appropriately, and Hinds County Schools continue to be a premiere district.”

Dr. Page earned his Bachelor of Arts in history education from Alcorn State University in 2002 and his 
Master of Education in social science education from Mississippi College in 2003. In 2006 he obtained a 
Specialist in Education in educational leadership from Mississippi College. In 2013, Dr. Page earned his 
Doctor of Philosophy in administration and supervision from Jackson State University. Dr. Page also holds an 
endorsement for English as a Second Language.

Dr. Page has served in the following roles: social studies teacher, assistant principal, principal, consultant, 
and district level administrator prior to joining the Hinds County School District. Originally from Mississippi, Dr. 
Page is glad to return to his home state after serving in various administrative capacities in Georgia. He looks 
to serve many years with the Hinds County School District.

Lani is celebrating her 17th year in the field of education where she has served as general and MDE 
literacy coach, special education teacher, interventionist and district behavior specialist. She currently 
serves as K-2 instructional specialist in the Hinds County School District where she provides teachers 
professional development in the areas of literacy and instructional technology tools. She also provides 
instructional coaching to support teachers in reaching their full potential in the classroom.  During recent 
months, she has developed great interest in supporting virtual learners and parents as they strive to ac-
cess the full curriculum.  She is a graduate of the University of Southern Mississippi where she received 
her B.S. in special education.  She also studied learning disabilities at the University of Southern Missis-

sippi where she received her Master’s in Education in 2006. She has presented at various conferences including Blueprints 
for Literacy, Making Connections 2018, Proficiency and Beyond, Superheroes in Training and regional Parents as Partners 
meeting in the state of Mississippi. Her passion is fueled by her love for ensuring that all educators are equipped to enable all 
learners to reach their fullest potential in the area of reading.

The Jackson State University College of Education and Human Development is pleased to announce 
Dr. Will Smith as their MACTE Outstanding Administrator 2019-2020. 

Dr. Will Smith began his career as an educator at age 20. He has served as a teacher, assistant 
principal and principal. Additionally, he has prepared the next generation of teachers and school leaders 
as an adjunct professor at Jackson State University and Western Governors University.

As principal of Utica Elementary Middle School (UEMS), Dr. Will Smith provides school-wide instruc-
tional leadership that focuses on improving teaching and learning. Dr. Smith has spearheaded many ini-
tiatives to promote a positive learning environment. Under his leadership, UEMS improved its academic 

rating from a “D” to a “B.” Utica’s rating of a “B” is the first time in the school’s history. Utica is leading as an innovative school 
in the State of Mississippi and our nation. 

Recently, Dr. Smith has received the following awards and recognitions for his school improvement efforts: Mississippi 
Cool School for Parental Engagement – WJTV (2020);  School SPOTLIGHT Award - Learning Forward MS (2019);  Hinds 
County Board of Supervisors’ Resolution for Outstanding Leadership (2019);  Trailblazing Tiger in Education Award – Jack-
son State Alumni/Byram-Terry Chapter (2019);  Mississippi TRIO Achiever (2019);  and Mississippi Department of Education 
Award for Improving Student Outcomes (2019/2018).

 Dr. Smith was also named Jackson’s Metro Teacher of the Year and Tom Joyner’s Hardest Working Teacher. His con-
tributions to improve schools have been recognized by other educational leaders, media outlets, researchers and nonprofit 
organizations. 

Dr. Smith is the first in his family to graduate from high school and college. He earned his Bachelor of Science in social 
science and a Master of Science in educational administration from JSU. He completed the Master Teacher of Economics 
Program at Mississippi State University and earned his Doctor of Philosophy degree from the University of Southern Missis-
sippi at the young age of 26.
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MDE Releases Compulsory School Attendance Law Reminder

Congratulations to Bobbi Gordon on her promotion to Associate 
Superintendent of Curriculum-Instruction-Assessment

Congratulations to Dr. Johnathan Page on being named New 
Coordinator of State and Federal Programs for the HCSD

Congratulations to Lani Lois on her promotion to K-2nd Instructional 
Specialist with Curriculum-Instruction-Assessment

Congratulations to Dr. Will Smith on being selected as the Jackson State 
University MACTE Outstanding Administrator 2019-2020

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE
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NATIONAL

Unable to march in the streets, a 
group of white senior citizens staged a 
sit-in outside the home of Kentucky’s 
attorney general to demand justice for 
Breonna Taylor Thursday.

One of them ended up getting ar-
rested and six others were given cita-
tions, police said.

More than a dozen protesters gath-
ered on the front lawn of Attorney 
General Daniel Cameron’s suburban 
Louisville home. They sat in chairs 
they brought and held up signs that 
included: “Grannies for Breonna,” 
and “Listen to Your Elders, Black 
Lives Matter.”

“We can’t march,” Dotti Lockhar 
78, said in a phone interview. “We all 
wanted to be involved in some kind of 
action for Breonna Taylor’s family. I 
thought that a direct action and a little 
civil disobedience would be some-
thing we could risk.’’

Mary Carrigan Holden, who spent 
her time during the sit-in mending a 
dress, was arrested and charged with 
criminal trespass at the end of the ap-
proximately hour-long protest.

The 68-year-old retired teacher lat-
er said it was worth getting arrested 
because Louisville needs “to wake up 
and make sure we’re on the right side 
of history.’’

Cameron is leading the investiga-
tion into whether Louisville police of-
fi cers involved in Taylor’s death will 
be criminally charged for their actions 

in the early morning hours of March 
13.

Taylor, a black 26-year-old emer-
gency medical technician, was shot 
multiple times when offi cers burst 
into her apartment with a warrant dur-
ing a drug investigation. No drugs 
were found.

Since then, the names of Taylor and 
George Floyd have been on the lips of 
demonstrators nationwide, and their 
deaths have become part of a national 
reckoning over racism and police ac-
tions. Floyd, a black man, died after 

a white Minneapolis police offi cer 
put his knee on the handcuffed man’s 
neck for several minutes, even after 
he stopped moving and pleaded for 
air.

Cameron has declined to put a time-
table on deciding whether to bring 
charges. He has said he’s waiting for 
information on ballistics tests being 
conducted by the FBI.

Protesters have gathered previously 
outside Cameron’s home and at Ken-
tucky’s Capitol in Frankfort to de-
mand justice for Taylor.

On Thursday, one protester out-
side Cameron’s home was arrested 
on a misdemeanor criminal trespass 
charge and six others were given ci-
tations, said Grady Throneberry, po-
lice chief for Graymoor-Devondale, a 
suburban city outside Louisville.

“They were all told that they could 
move to the street, stay on the side of 
the street, as long as they didn’t im-
pede traffi c and that would be fi ne,’’ 
the chief said. “But they had to leave 
the lawn.’’

Holden, was arrested after she de-

clined to leave, he said.
John Mills, a deputy police chief, 

told The Courier Journal that six peo-
ple who received citations for crimi-
nal trespassing moved off the lawn.

Holden later said she had avoided 
mass protests demanding justice for 
Taylor because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Holden has a preexisting 
health condition.

“I took a risk today because some-
times ideals are more important than 
health,’’ she said.

The senior citizens wore masks 
during their sit-in, Holden said. She 
was not handcuffed by police and 
“camped out’’ by a hand sanitizer dis-
penser during her booking, she said.

Lockhart, a retired school teacher, 
said she was among those cited. The 
protesters planned to sit silently for 
an hour and then leave, but police ar-
rived quickly, she said.

“We felt like elderly white people 
standing up for justice, for black fam-
ilies and black people was worth the 
risk of arrest, the risk of being cited,’’ 
Lockhart said.

Some legal experts have said pros-
ecutors might face signifi cant ob-
stacles to bringing homicide-related 
charges against the offi cers.

Taylor’s boyfriend was with her at 
the apartment and fi red a shot at a po-
lice offi cer after the door was broken 
down. The offi cer was struck in the 
leg and returned fi re, along with other 
offi cers outside the apartment. Taylor 
was unarmed.

Kentucky: Elderly whites 
protest for slain black woman

 By Bruce Schreiner
Associated Press

Oprah Winfrey demanding justice for Breonna Taylor by putting up 26 billboards in Kentucky

CITY 
SUPPLIES

••••••••••••••••••

Specializing in 
T-Shirt Printing and Design

Visit us at www.city-supplies.com

Free Shipping on all orders

For more Information 

Roderick Robinson at 601-454-8713 or rbossman2@aol.com

OUR MOST POPULAR DESIGNS FOR THE TIMES
••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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RE-ELECT Bennie Thompson
Donʼt forget to Vote!!!

bennie_thompson@bellsouth.net

(601)866-9100 or 1(866)423-6643

benniethompson.com

Paid for by Friends of Bennie Thompson

November 3, 2020

U. S. Congressman Bennie Thompson…
Americans count on the Postal Service to deliver 
so much more than their letters. Social security 
benefi ts, prescriptions, paychecks, tax returns 
and ballots all make their way to Americans via 

the USPS. Like if you agree: #DontMessWithUSPS!
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