
‘The boy from 
Troy’ are words of 
Martin Luther King 
Jr.; a playful set of 
words, loaded with 
pride. John Lewis 
was such a regu-

lar looking fellow, so unassuming 
that you would easily miss him in a 
crowd. Partly because of his 5 feet 
5 inch frame, but mostly because he 
was a regular looking dude.

But downloaded into him, I be-
lieve, as one of his many “gifts” 
is service. Service by a man, sent 
from God. I mean, when you think 
about this regular fellow, he didn’t 
have the oratorical ability of King  
but his words were so similarly 
powerful to a country that needs 
redemption.

He did not have the great athletic 
ability and strength of Muhammad 
Ali; but nonetheless, he pummeled 
so many detractors of the civil 
right movement into submission. 
Lewis did not have the cat quick 
feet, strength or power like Walter 
Payton – but a common thread that 

runs through these great people is 
courage and tenacity. He indeed 
had a courage that was of the di-
vine source, as in 23 Psalms … as 
he “walked through the valley of 
the shadow of death,” he knew that 
death is a price he could pay.

At the age of 17, John Robert 
Lewis sent a letter to King indi-
cating he wanted to attend the all-
white Troy State College and had 
submitted his application. He did 
not get a response from Troy but, it 
gave rise to the idea that he would 
send a letter about this to King

Time passed and he had already 
started college in Nashville, TN 
when King responded by sending 
him a bus ticket to Montgomery 
to meet him. When he entered the 
room, King, along with Ralph Ab-
ernathy asked, “Are you the boy 
from Troy?”

This story opened my spiritual 
eye and I saw something very simi-
lar had occurred as Jesus walked 
along the shores of a fi shing village 

John Lewis was only 21 years-
old in the famous mugshot seen 
around the world when he was 
arrested in Jackson, Mississippi 
for using a restroom labeled 
“whites only.”

As the nation mourns the loss 
of a civil right icon, let us not 
forget the footprints Lewis left 
on the nation, especially Missis-
sippi. Lewis was arrested along 
with 27 other Freedom Riders 
in Jackson after they entered a 
“whites only” area of the city’s 
segregated bus station and re-
fused to leave. He spent 37 days 
in the notorious Mississippi 
State Penitentiary at Parchman 
on charges of disorderly con-
duct. He was fi nally released on 
July 7, 1961.

Lewis was born February 21, 
1940 outside of Troy, Alabama 
and quickly became involved 
in the civil rights movement as 
a teenager. Angered by the un-
fairness of the Jim Crow South, 
Lewis launched what he called 
“good trouble” which included 

organized protests, sit-ins, ar-
rests and beatings.

In 1957, Lewis left home 
and attended American Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Nash-
ville, Tennessee. It was there, he 
learned about nonviolent protest 
and helped organize sit-ins at 
segregated lunch counters. He 
was arrested during many of 
these demonstrations.

In 1963, Lewis became chair-
man of the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee 
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Oh Freedom, Oh 
Freedom

And before I’ll be 
a slave

I’d be buried in 
my grave 

And go home to 
my lord and be free

From Brown Chapel A.M.E. 
Church to the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge and then on to Montgom-
ery. 

I stood on top of two tall steel 
barriers at the base of the Edmund 
Pettus Bridge to watch history of 
the horse-drawn caisson with the 
late Congressman John Robert 
Lewis. The national media and 
spectators were positioned with 
their cameras pointed toward the 
bridge to capture the historic mo-
ment of Lewis crossing the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge one more 
time.

At exactly 11 a.m. (CST), orga-
nizers and members of the media 
sprinted toward us as if to summon 
all the witnesses. We were gazed 
on history. Then the moment ar-
rived and we counld see the horse-
drawn caisson with the fl ag draped 
casket bearing the body of the Hon-
orable Congressman John Robert 
Lewis as it reached the apex of 
the bridge. Gabriel’s trumpet and 
orchestra were playing in heaven 
as the cloud of witnesses stood up. 
Spectators offered freedom songs, 
praises of thanks to God, clapping 
and waving of hands. Some spec-

tators sobbed.  This was far from 
the image of Bloody Sunday in 
1965.

There was a deep sadness with 
the appearance of his casket for 
the fi rst-time. I found strength in 
a familiar cadence with words that 
fl owed with ease to commemorate 
my hometown hero: 

“Congressman John Lewis 
crosses the Edmund Pettus Bridge 
one more time. This solemn cer-
emony culminates the work of a 
great man. A man who started out 
with humble beginnings, but by 
the grace of God he saved a nation 
and a world. Congressman John 
Lewis crosses the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge one more time. This time 

he is not bloodied, he is not bowed, 
he is not down. But instead, he is 
in the bosom of his Lord.”

The horse-drawn carriage, driv-
en by Darrell Watkins of Willie A. 
Watkins Funeral Home, was like 
a processional for a close family 
member. 

My words came from years of 
watching Congressman Lewis rep-
resent the 5th Congressional Dis-
trict in Atlanta, attending worship 
services and revivals as a member 
of the historic Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, attending over two de-
cades of the Annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. Commemorative Service 
at the King Center in Ebenezer and 
the dedication of the Martin Luther 

King Memorial in D.C., to name a 
few.

In a recent prayer service to get 
our hearts ready to vote, Lewis 
asked the church to sing a freedom 
song as he talked about the sacred-
ness of the vote. He said, “About 
now, Dr. King would ask us to sing 
a freedom song. We need a free-
dom song right now.” I watched 
him move in the spirt that night 
from the balcony.  

There is also the memory of 
standing at the altar on election 
night in 2008 awaiting the results 
of the presidential election. Lewis 
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by H Ralph Samuels Jr.

How would you give a fi tting tribute
to a Civil Rights hero?

Many could rightly claim that title
but here’s a very ‘worthy’ trio

The Rev. Cordy Tindell Vivian
Congressman John Robert Lewis

Mayor James Charles Evers
Three men who lived and were remarkably astute

Each of them where noble giants 
in their own stature and right

In the trenches for freedom and justice
They were willing to stand and take on the fi ght

C. T Vivian was a minister
and a devout Christian man

A freedom rider and a leader
who stood toe to toe against the Klan

He created a college readiness program 
that was a model for Upward Bound

As an advocate for education
helping youth was where he could be found

Now down in Sweet Home Alabama
a group was trying to register to vote

Rev. Vivian was leading the eager crowd
as the sheriff vehemently said no.

Vivian responded “But it’s our right”
Just as he had done in many ‘sit-ins’

The sheriff commenced to beating him,
blood ran down his cheeks and chin

But he was not the only one
who faced the cruel police baton

John Lewis also had his day 
in the hot-tempered Alabama sun

He too was beaten by police
who cracked the skull of his head

and like Rev. Vivian, the blood streamed down
as the crowd dispersed and fl ed

This was the treatment they both faced
while fi ghting for the vote

And like so many others during that time
they were ‘battle tested’ Civil Rights G.O.A.T’s

Now over in sweltering Mississippi
the racial hotspot of the South
Charles Evers made his mark

being a man of action with a ‘mouth’

Yes, he was the brother of Medgar
with a legacy of his own

The fi rst black mayor of Fayette, MS
Since Reconstruction times had known

He used his voice to champion the cause
And in 1963

He succeeded Medgar as fi eld director
of Mississippi’s NAACP

Across the airwaves of radio, on station WMPR
His voice would ‘boom’ across the room

Charles Evers was a Mississippi star

It’s really ironic that this past week
for them we heard the death toll ring

As they each marched arm in arm with Martin
Who also paid the ultimate cost to achieve “The Dream”

So, here’s a tribute to three brave men
With histories of Civil Rights’ feats

96, 80 and 97 years on earth
May this ‘Trio’ rest in peace.

© 2020 H Ralph Samuels, Jr.
“The Name Inspires The Pen”

A Trio of Heroes
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The nation and world lost the 
legendary civil rights activist 
and congressman John Lewis 
July 17, 2020. His life of selfl ess 
sacrifi ce and peaceful protest 
resounded with many who have 
come to seek out “good trouble,” 
as he so iconically coined the 
work of human rights activism.

The echo of Lewis’ life is felt 
by all who take up protest to-
day. In addition to the countless 
youths across the nation who 
continue to protest police bru-
tality through the Black Lives 
Matter Movement (BLM), Tou-
galoo College students have also 
taken to activism. Their plight is 
with the state of their institution, 
which has recently adopted a 
new presidential administration.

Known as “The Cradle of 
the Civil Rights Movement” to 
many, Tougaloo College is one 
of 107 historically black col-
leges and universities (HBCUs). 
Tougaloo gave sanction to such 
activists as Lewis and Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. in the hostile 
environment of the 1960s Civil 
Rights Movement. Perhaps it is 
that long-standing spirit of ac-
tivism that students resonated 
with as they took to protesting 
the school administration’s ac-
tivity nearing the fall 2020 se-
mester during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Student frustration
Tougaloo joined many schools 

across the nation in completing 
the spring 2020 semester virtu-
ally, after COVID-19’s arrival 

in the U.S. However, students 
say that the current administra-
tion, headed by Carmen J. Wal-
ters who became Tougaloo’s 
president in July 2019, spent the 
following summer being unre-
sponsive. “Students were reach-
ing out but they were either not 
getting any responses or the 
responses lacked clarity,” said 
Sylvionna Horton, a senior psy-
chology major and  2020-2021 
Miss Tougaloo College.

Walters shared that through-
out her fi rst year as president, 
she had high hopes for “a strong 
partnership between the students 
and the administration to move 
Tougaloo forward.” However, 
she said she thought student 
leaders “would take a break for 
a few weeks in the summer, and 
would begin engaging closer to 
the fall semester.” That matter of 
weeks during the summer would 
prove more vital than the presi-
dent expected. 

Relations between students 

and the administration only 
worsened when the college re-
leased a COVID-19 return-to-
campus plan in the beginning of 
July that did not satisfy student 
concerns. “The plan...was un-
clear and resembled a fi rst draft 
at best,” the student body would 
later claim in a formal list of 
requisitions. 

Furthering the problem, there 
was also limited communication 
between the Student Govern-
ment Association (SGA) and the 
administration. “I felt as if the 
student body’s view had been 
lost,” said 2020-2021 SGA Pres-
ident A’Mon Haynes, a senior 
economics major.

On July 23, a turbulent vir-
tual town hall meeting between 
administrators and the student 
body saw Walters respond to stu-
dent complaints for three hours 
straight. On the call, the presi-
dent introduced a hashtag, #Tou-
galooTakesControl (#TTC), “to 
motivate Tougaloo to take con-

trol over COVID-19.” 
However, students proved 

dissatisfi ed with the answers 
rendered during the town hall. 
“They lacked the depth I needed 
to feel safe as a student,” said 
Timmy Bridgeman, a junior 
English major about the answers 
provided on the call. 

Almost immediately after the 
town hall, students took to so-
cial media in protest, co-opting 
#TTC for their protesting pur-
poses, in an ironic twist. In just 
hours, #TTC was listed as trend-
ing in Mississippi on Twitter. 
Tougaloo students gained much 
support from alumni and other 
HBCU students, who reposted 
the hashtag.

Walters later expressed grati-
tude to the members of the 
public who supported Tougaloo 
students in their activism. “I was 
proud to see how creative our 
students are and how they de-
cided to use the hashtag to stand 
for something they believed in,” 

she said.
On Monday July 27, ten days 

before classes were scheduled 
to begin online as indicated by 
the return-to-campus plan, the 
student body delivered a ten 
page list of requisitions to Wal-
ters. Expressly detailed, the list 
included many matters such as 
concerns about communication, 
safety, COVID-19 testing and a 
planned tuition increase. “This 
is not an attack on our current 
administration,” read the plan, 
“…We are simply working to 
make a change.”

Students take control
Horton said the movement 

reminded her of why she came 
to Tougaloo. “We always heard 
from alumni that the student 
body was always vocal when it 
came to any form of injustices 
and I was happy to be able to 
witness such a powerful mes-
sage being sent during my time 
as a student.”

In addition to Horton who is 

a member of the SGA executive 
board, many non-SGA members 
of the Tougaloo student body, in-
cluding Bridgeman, took charge 
of the protest and led their peers 
in constructing the list of requi-
sitions. 

One prominent student or-
ganizer was Taylor Turnage, 
a senior biology major who 
also helped organize the larg-
est march in recent Mississippi 
history in downtown Jackson 
as a part of BLM efforts. “I was 
happy to know that we had the 
support of other schools,” she 
said, noting that Tougaloo is 
sometimes socially excluded 
from other HBCU activities. “...
Seeing their support gave me 
hope for unity among HBCU 
students. 

Also integral to the #TTC pro-
test design was senior econom-
ics major Jamil Johnson, who 
also advocated for the student 
plea through a petition to defer 
the tuition raise, weeks before 
#TTC ever surfaced. “Students 
are in dire fi nancial straits and 
cannot afford added fi nancial 
pressures,” the petition read.

“Students are not being disre-
spectful or rebellious,” said Hor-
ton. “[They are] simply fi ghting 
for their voices to be heard...[It 
is] a battle that we, as the black 
community, have been fi ghting 
in America for a very long time,” 
she added. She said that students 
want “ to feel safe, at peace and 
at home at their HBCU and that 
is what #TTC is all about.”

Tougaloo College embraces new improvements 
after student activists demand change

Walters HortonHaynes Image circulated on social media

By Levell Williams and Malcolm Walker
Student Writers, Tougaloo College
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was elated before they declared Barack Obama the winner. We wit-
nessed history of the fi rst African-American president reaching this 
milestone. Our ancestors prayed that we would not give up in adver-
sity to not only build the White House but someday live there as First 
Family. This moment brought Lewis to tears and jubilation.

One more memory stands out as this horse-drawn caisson crosses 
over the Edmund Pettus bridge. On Sunday, February 28, 1999, youth 
presented a conversation with Lewis and Coretta Scott King as part 
of the Black Heritage Tribute in Heritage sanctuary at Ebenezer. This 
is the sanctuary where Dr. King preached “The Drum-Major Instinct” 
and “A Knock at Midnight.” I prepared our youth with scripts and 
stories of two of my freedom fi ghters. As I refl ect on my director’s 
notes, Lewis was in the congregation that Sunday and watched his 
story portrayed by Sean Seay, who stood in the giant’s shoes on the 
worship services. Lewis commended Seay on his performance. Like 
most Black History moments, Lewis and King reminiscence about 
pivotal moments – life and death – in their fi ght against injustices. 

Bloody Sunday through the eyes of the John Lewis
“We marched down Water Street, turning right and walking along 

the river until we reach the base of the Edmund Pettus Bridget. There 
were armed white men everywhere. They had hard hats on their heads 
and clubs in their hands. Some of them were smirking. One of the offi -
cers shouted out: This is an unlawful assembly. Your march is not con-
ducive to the public safety. You are ordered to disperse and go back 
to your church or to your homes. We weren’t about to turn around 
and run. The offi cer said, “You have two minutes to turn around and 
go back to your church.” We couldn’t go forward and we couldn’t go 
back. We decided to kneel and pray. Before we could pray, the troop-
ers were everywhere, swinging their clubs, riding horses over fallen 
people, shouting racial slurs and obscenities. A large, husky trooper 
swung his club against the left side of my head. I didn’t feel any pain, 
just the thud of the blow, and my legs giving way. I raised an arm as I 
curled up in the ‘prayer of protection’ position. And the trooper hit me 
again. I was bleeding badly. My head was now exploding with pain.”

Fought a good fi ght, fi nished his course, and kept the faith
Bloody Sunday was over 55 years ago and there is a new narrative 

today. We must cross the bridges that deny human rights and civil 

rights in America and world.
John Robert Lewis crossed what was once a barrier to freedom. But 

God has the fi nal word. Lewis won one of the battles for freedom with 
love and non-violence to destroy hate.

5th Principle of Nonviolence
Lewis and others could have lost their lives and limbs and even 

minds with the beatings. They practiced Dr. King’s Fifth Principle of 
Nonviolence: 

Nonviolence chooses love instead of hate. Nonviolence resists vio-
lence to the spirit as well as the body. Nonviolence love is active, not 
passive. Nonviolence love does not sink to the level of the hater. Love 
restores community and resists injustice. Nonviolence recognizes the 
fact that all life is interrelated. 

Bloody Sunday could have defeated freedom fi ghters and freedom 
riders with the amount of bloodshed, beatings, lynchings and human 
indignities, but they returned with a unfl inching determination to fi n-
ish the race, to march, to sit in and to go to jail together to change the 
injustices against black and brown people. Freedom fi ghters and free-
dom riders showed up in cities and places to challenge segregation 
and voter suppression. Some died. Some marched on.

The unrest in Selma and across American moved President Lyndon 
B. Johnson to sign the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

Red rose petals
Organizers commemorated the historic crossing with beautiful red 

rose petals – symbolic of the blood that Lewis and others shed on the 
bridge. The red roses moved freely across the bridge to show that love 
wins over hate. Many spectators young and old picked up the crushed 
roses. Generations have a piece of history that is transformative. Fu-
neral Director Willie A. Watkins emerged from the black hearse with 
platinum and presented red long-stemmed roses to some spectators. 
Love wins over hate.

His siblings
Lewis preached to the chickens on his family farm and those ser-

mons gave them a special family bond. His siblings speak fondly of 
their brother – Robert, as affectionately called by them. He is their 
beloved brother but also a childhood pastor. They were Lewis’ fi rst 
congregation.

From all walks of life
Spectators lined the streets and carried messages of “Good Trou-

ble” “Black Lives Matters” “Nah” as reminders that we must work 
in harmony to create the Beloved Community. As God ordained, the 
fl uffy clouds rested just above our heads bringing relief during the 
ceremony from Selma’s dry, scorching heat. Regardless of the weath-
er, no obstacle was too big or too small to keep me from the Edmund 
Pettus Bridge on this day. 

From Selma to Montgomery
With sirens blasting and rapid fl ashing blue lights, the Montgomery 

police led the motorcade on that historic 54 miles to Montgomery. As 
we refl ect on the full circle of history of the Selma to Montgomery 
March, we know God orchestrated “Bloody Sunday” and used it for 
His good and good of His children.

Young warriors pick up the mantle for freedom
The curtain closes on Lewis’ God-centered life. He leaves a legacy 

for young activists to march in the streets with their fi sts raised toward 
heaven. They are the sons and daughters of sharecroppers, immigrants 
and families who may have once owned slaves. Change has come 
with this new generation. Lewis passes the mantle to keep fi ghting 
and keep pushing for change – against system racism, the need for po-
lice reform to stop the killings of black bodies in the streets by police 
and from gun violence. As we wade in the water toward another presi-
dential election, this election is pivotal, and we must remove all acts 
of voter suppression and educate our children and their children that 
voting is sacred. Young warriors go get in good trouble for justice.

“You must never give up. You must never give in.”
On Thursday, July 30, 2020, the Honorable John Robert Lewis will 

be laid to rest in Atlanta, Georgia. This mighty warrior is victorious 
one more time.

Goodnight, mighty warrior. We will keep marching and getting in 
“good trouble.”

Connie F. Smith-Lindsey is a Spelman College alumna. She is a 
storyteller and producer of historic moments about freedom fi ghters 
from the civil rights era. She lives in Atlanta, Georgia.

See photos on page 22 and view video on www.themississippilink.
com.
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and began to collect his disciples. He did not send bus tickets, but He 
offered two brothers an opportunity to become fi shers of men. King was 
so moved as he apparently sensed the spirit within this young man, that 
it was not long before these men were walking across the Edmund Pet-
tus Bridge to a vicious confrontation with pure unmitigated hate.

Locked into the divine vision of nonviolence, Lewis, at 5 feet 5 inch-
es tall, was at the front of the line of hundreds of the redeeming forces 
lined up, two by two, marching into what became known as “Bloody 
Sunday.” As the marchers moved to the crest of the bridge, they wit-
nessed unbridled hatred of racists whose vile thoughts were to be a part 
of and witness to the annihilation of people, who simply wanted to cross 
over and continue the march to Montgomery. 

After seeing that vicious crowd, hearing the words of hate, this man 
of God, Lewis, himself, felt this would be the day he would die. Cer-
tainly, when he was the fi rst to be clubbed, he saw “…the valley of the 
shadow of death,” but his faith was bolstered, he continued forward, 

“…As he feared no evil” for God was with him and the hundreds of 
others that followed. The demonic force and rage was released by the 
evil, hard-hearted racist who apparently did not view them as human 
beings, But GOD.

“The Boy from Troy,” did not complete the march to Montgomery 
on that day. But King, who had walked alongside him, did however, 
complete the march.

But Lewis did not stop marching there. He marched to and sat at 
lunch counters where Jim Crow laws said he could not; he marched and 
registered voters during a time when voter suppression and intimidation 
were bold and right in your face, unlike today.

Lewis marched into Congress and many soon found that he could 
“walk with kings and maintain a common touch” as he was able to reach 
both democrats and republicans to the extent that he became known by 
them as the “conscious of the Congress.” “Thou have prepared a table 
before me, in the presence of mine enemies, my head is anointed with 

oil.
Lewis authored the bill for the National Museum of African Ameri-

can History. He fought for it, and then saw it signed into law by Repub-
lican President George W. Bush.

In his last days he marched to Washington D.C. and stood in the mid-
dle of the Black Lives Matter sign where, it seems he passed the baton, 
and had one last bridge to cross – the one that crosses the River Jordan, 
where he was met by his Savior saying, ‘Welcome my good and faithful 
servant.”

Thank you John Robert Lewis, thank you Boy from Troy, we thank 
God for you.

Emmitt Hays, Jr., CEO of Let There Be Light (LTBL) Consultants, is 
a native of Jackson, Mississippi. He  resides in Austin, Texas, having 
retired in 2014 as director, Probation Services Division, Travis County 
Probation Department. He is a graduate of Tougaloo College with a 
Psychology degree.
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  IN MEMORIAM
  WE HONOR OUR FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES

                                                  

    Honorable Congressman John Lewis                        Reverend C.T. Vivian
United States House of Representatives                                              Southern Christian Leadership Conference

"Never let anyone, any person, or any force                           "Leadership is found in the action to defeat                      
dampen, dim, or diminish your light."                         that which would defeat you… You are made by the 

- Congressman John Lewis                                   struggle you choose.”
       - Reverend C. T. Vivian

THE CHILDREN'S DEFENSE FUND 
AND 

THE SOUTHERN RURAL BLACK WOMEN'S INITIATIVE FOR 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL JUSTICE
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As Coronavirus spreads in 
Edwards, Marcus Wallace, 
mayor of Edwards, announced 
that he tested positive for CO-
VID-19 on Facebook, a week 
after an Edwards police offi cer 
died from the virus.

“I would like to thank each 
of you for all the prayers, calls 
and messages over the last 
week. Today, I received some 
tough news that I have tested 
positive for COVID-19,” Wal-
lace wrote on his Facebook 
post. “It defi nitely wasn’t the 
news I was expecting but it’s 
the news I received and God 
always has the last word. Con-
tinue to pray for me.”

Sergeant Kelvin Mixon, 
who had been a part of the 
Edward’s Police Department 
for more than 20 years, died 
of COVID-19 July 2. Wal-
lace said he was forced to shut 
down the small police depart-
ment after two additional offi -
cers tested positive. The may-
or, then, mandated wearing a 

mask in public.
“I’m doing much better,” 

Wallace replied when asked 
how he was doing. “COVID 
affected me in a huge way. 
After being tested three times, 
I tested positive and my physi-
cian, Dr. Shekoni (thank God 
for him) immediately ordered 
more tests and discovered not 
only did I have COVID, but 
the other symptoms caused me 
to develop pneumonia in my 
lungs as well,” Wallace con-
fessed.

While Wallace was in the 
hospital, he also learned his 
son tested positive for CO-
VID-19. “I was hospitalized 
for a week. The hospital expe-
rience is nothing you want to 
experience. My son also tested 
positive but he has now been 
cleared,” the mayor added.

When asked how the City 
of Edwards was dealing with 
this pandemic, the Mayor 
said he wants the whole city 
tested. “Well, after Sgt. Mixon 
passed, I attempted to get the 
entire town tested,” the Mayor 

explained.
“I partnered with the Missis-

sippi State Health Department 
and Jackson Hinds Compre-
hensive Health Center, and 
they brought their mobile units 
to Edwards. We were blessed 
to get over 500 citizens tested,” 
Wallace stated.

“I haven’t received the re-
sults from the Health Depart-
ment yet but out of the 250 tests 
that Jackson Hinds performed, 
12 percent of the town tested 
positive. We are still encour-
aging everyone to get tested. I 
am also looking into possible 
companies in the surrounding 
areas that may have some posi-
tive cases. It is my goal along 
with other leaders in the West-
ern Hinds county delegation to 
require these companies to get 
their employees tested,” Wal-
lace reported.

The mayor was asked, 
“What are the next steps to 
controlling or limiting cases in 
Edwards?” The mayor replied, 
“Because this virus is airborne, 
there’s really no way to con-

trol or limit it. I wore a mask, 
sanitized my hands and wore 
gloves...You name it, I did it. 
The only way to control or at-
tempt to get in front of it is for 
someone in leadership to step 
up and make the hard deci-
sions.”

“None of the leaders want 
to make the tough calls. This 
country needs to be shut down 
completely for the rest of the 
year, everyone given monthly 
stimulus checks and make 
us stay in and/or restrict our 
movements until the vaccine is 
complete,” Wallace stated.

The mayor said that he’s 
not at 100 percent yet, but he’s 
happy to be at home recover-
ing.

Wallace, who is in his sec-
ond term as mayor, serves a 
populattion of about 1,048 
inside the city limits but there 
are also 5,000 tos 6,000 in the 
county that are served as well.

Alderwoman Kedra Harris-
Pope, mayor pro tempre, is in 
charge while the mayor is re-
covering. Wallace in hospital with his ideal progress report printed on the picture..
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Edwards mayor recovering from 

COVID-19 as town awaits his return

“We must stand up for the American 
homeowner. We must stand in their 
corner. We must not walk away from 

them in their time of need” John Lewis

Home Ownership” one the keys to 
BLACK Wealth”

2708 Tuskegee Street, Greensboro NC 27405

Centurion Developers

1304 East Wendover Avenue

Greensboro, NC 27405

Hugh P. Latham, President

 By Edelia Dr. Jay Carthan
Contributing Writer
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Lewis
Continued from page 1

Tougaloo
Continued from page 2

or SNCC. SNCC organized voter registration drives 
aimed at increasing the number of registered black 
voters in the south.

Lewis was one of the “Big Six” leaders of the 
civil rights movement who helped plan the March 
on Washington for Jobs and Freedom August 28, 
1963 where Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. delivered his 
famous “I Have a Dream” speech. Leaders selected 
August 28 as the date of the march in remembrance 
and honor of 14 year-old Emmett Louis Till who was 
kidnapped, beaten and murdered in Money, Missis-
sippi for whistling at a white woman.

Freedom Summer or the Mississippi Summer 
Project was a successful voter registration drive that 
was organized by SNCC. The work of Bob Moses, 
John Lewis, King and others led to the passage of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964.

During that time, African Americans still had a 
hard time voting in the south. To bring attention to 
this issue, Lewis teamed up with Hosea Williams to 
lead a march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama 
March 7, 1965. Marchers were attacked by state 
troopers after crossing the Edmund Pettus Bridge 
in Selma. Lewis was severely beaten and suffered 
a fractured skull. This day was dubbed Bloody Sun-
day because of the blood shedded. News cameras 
captured the beatings and the world witnessed this 
unjust act which ultimately led to the passage of the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

Lewis was elected to the Atlanta City Council in 
1981 before serving in the House of Representatives. 
Lewis was elected and served 17 consecutive terms 
in the United States Congress representing Georgia’s 
5th congressional district since 1987.

Lewis, during his tenure in offi ce, fought for edu-
cation, healthcare reform, poverty, gun control and 
more. The Supreme Court struck down part of the 
Voting Rights Act in the 2013 case, Shelby County 
v. Holder. Lewis expressed that the decision was a 
“dagger into the heart” of voting rights.

Lewis died July 17 in Atlanta, GA from pancreatic 
cancer. Lewis announced in December 2019 that he 
had been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.

Following a short ceremony outside of Brown 
Chapel AME Church Sunday, Lewis’ body traveled 
on a horse-drawn carriage across the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge in Selma, Alabama.

Lewis is the fi rst black lawmaker to lie in state at 
the US Capitol Rotunda according to congressional 
historians. How ironic or maybe even iconic that the 
raised box that once supported the president that is-
sued the Emancipation Proclamation that freed the 
slaves in the south now supported the fi rst black law-
maker to lie in the state in the Rotunda, a lawmaker 
that dedicated his life to fi ghting for freedom, voting 
rights and justice for African Americans.

President Trump, unlike most respectable presi-
dents, did not visit the Capitol to honor the late civil 
rights icon. A cross-section of infl uential lawmakers 
did show up to pay respects to the civil rights icon 
before his body was moved for public viewing.

Members of the Congressional Black Caucus 
wore masks that read, “Good Trouble” as a tribute to 
Lewis. Speaker Nancy Pelsoi gave remarks during 
the emotional ceremony Monday afternoon. “Under 
the dome of the US Capitol, we have bid farewell 
to some of the greatest Americans in our history. It 
is fi tting that John Lewis joins this pantheon of pa-
triots.”

During Pelosi’s remarks, she quoted John Lewis’ 
2014 commencement address at Emory University 
in Atlanta where he encouraged students to “fi nd a 
way to get into trouble – good trouble, necessary 
trouble.”

Republican Senator and Major Leader, Mitch Mc-
Connell quoted Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., a person-
al friend of Lewis, who once said that “the arc of the 
moral universe is long, but it bends towards justice. 
But that is never automatic. History only bent toward 
what’s right because people like John paid the price 
to help bend it,” McConnell expressed.

Lewis was an American politician and civil rights 
leader who spent his life being a champion for jus-
tice, voting rights and civil rights throughout his life-
time.

He was a member of countless organizations in-
cluding Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. He was 
honored with the Presidential Medal of Freedom by 
President Barack Obama in 2011. His life and work 
were recently chronicled in Dawn Porter’s documen-
tary, “John Lewis: Good Trouble.”

John Lewis will lie in state in the Georgia State 
Capitol Rotunda Wednesday, and will be laid to rest 
Thursday, July 30, at a private ceremony at Ebenezer 
Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia.

John Lewis’ legacy will live forever.

Administration’s response
Walters and her administrative body moved swiftly in reaction to 

student protest. In less than one day between the town hall and the 
time that #TTC became trending in Mississippi, the president ar-
ranged a meeting with the SGA executive board. “We have to work 
together to fi nd solutions,” said the president. “We are committed to 
doing that because we love Tougaloo.”

Among the decisions established at the meeting is a bi-weekly 
meeting schedule to improve communication with the SGA, and 
they also decided on a monthly town hall meeting for informing 
the student body. The president said she would negotiate with the 
school’s board of trustees to defer the tuition increase, and she also 
invited members of SGA to be on several committees for the ex-
pressed purpose of addressing the student grievances in the list of 
requisitions.

Haynes made sure that every member of SGA had a role on one of 
these committees. “Representation matters,” he said. “I believed that 

having student members on committees would give the administra-
tion a student perspective on issues before they make decisions.”

Walters shared high hopes for the future of the #TTC movement. 
“We would like to fi nd a way for SGA, the student body, faculty, 
staff and administrators to continue using the hashtag #TTC in the 
future to tackle many issues that negatively affect HBCUs,” she said. 

In some ways, it seems as though constant protest is as much a 
part of the new normal as face masks and social distancing, amid 
COVID-19. The late Congressman Lewis left such a strong spirit of 
activism that many young people will by no means be silenced until 
their voices are heard. 

To that end, though, there may be hope for peace to return to Tou-
galoo College. “I think the relationship between the administration 
and the students has already been affected in a positive way,” said 
the president. “I think both groups learned that active listening on 
both sides is important and must be worked at in order to have great 
communication.”

However, as the administrative response is still developing, there 
are those who remain skeptical. “I believe that a better relationship 
could come from this if it’s not just to pacify the public opinion of 
the school,” said Horton. “I truly hope anything that is done is genu-
ine and with the best interest of the students.”

As administration works with SGA to address the student griev-
ances enumerated in the list of requisitions, perhaps student unrest 
will subside. Maybe #TTC will go on to be a galvanizing force for 
not only Tougaloo students, but also HBCUs and other institutions 
of higher education across the nation. 

Indeed, as of July 28, both Talladega College and Alcorn State 
University have followed Tougaloo’s lead, taking to social media 
with hashtags of their own (#RevampTalladega and #AlcornAnar-
chy, respectively) to voice student concerns.

No matter what the future holds, it appears that Tougaloo has once 
again acted as a shining example for the cause of social activism.

Environmental Technical Sales, Inc.

ETEC Honors the Legacy of 
Congressman John Lewis

“You are a light. You are the 
light. Never let anyone – any 

person or any force – dampen, 
dim, or diminish your light. 
Study the path of others to 
make your way easier and 

more abundant”

John Lewis – From his 2017 memoir, 
“Across That Bridge: A Vision for 

Change and the Future of America”

Sam Agnew
sagnew@etec-sales.com

Mike Todd
mtodd@etec-sales.com
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RE-ELECT Bennie Thompson
Donʼt forget to Vote!!!

bennie_thompson@bellsouth.net

(601)866-9100 or 1(866)423-6643

benniethompson.com

Paid for by Friends of Bennie Thompson

November 3, 2020

U. S. Bennie Thompson…John Lewis 
encouraged me many years ago to run for 
public offi ce. I was privileged to serve with 

him in Congress as well as continue to 
learn at his feet on a daily basis. It was his 
“good trouble” that made America better. 

Rest In Peace my dear friend.



The chief of the Mississippi 
Band of Choctaw Indians will 
help design a new Mississippi 
state fl ag that does not include 
the Confederate battle emblem.

Republican Gov. Tate Reeves 
announced Friday that he is 
appointing Chief Cyrus Ben 
and two other people to a nine-
member fl ag commission.

Mississippi legislators voted 
in late June to retire the last 
state fl ag in the U.S. with the 
rebel emblem that’s widely 
condemned racist. The change 

came after national protests 
over racial injustice sparked 
new debates about the public 
display of Confederate sym-

bols.
The commission must de-

sign a new Mississippi fl ag that 
cannot include the Confeder-
ate emblem and must have the 
phrase, “In God We Trust.’’

Commissioners were sup-
posed to be appointed by July 
15, but Reeves said he missed 
the deadline because he has 
been busy with response to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

In addition to Ben, the ap-
pointees Reeves announced 
Friday are Betsey Hamilton of 
New Albany and Frank Bor-
deaux of Gulfport.

Hamilton is a retired pub-
lic school teacher, real estate 
broker and appraiser. She is 
on the Union County Heritage 
Museum board of directors and 
was a founding board member 
for the Union County Histori-
cal Society.

Bordeaux is an insurance 
company vice president. On the 
day Reeves signed the bill to re-
tire the fl ag, Bordeaux posted a 
photo of the signing ceremony 
and wrote: “Proud of Governor 
Reeves!’’ In response, some 
people commented that chang-
ing the fl ag was for “traitors’’ 

or “dictatorships.’’
Mississippi’s population is 

about 59% white and 38% Af-
rican American. The commis-
sion has six members who are 
white, two who are black and 
one who is Native American.

Six commissioners appoint-
ed by the House speaker and 
the lieutenant governor held 
their fi rst meeting Wednesday. 
They are collecting fl ag pro-
posals from the general public 
until early August and will set 
a design by early September.

The lone design will go on 
the Nov. 3 ballot. If a majority 

of voters say yes, that design 
will become the new fl ag. If 
voters reject it, the commission 
will draw a new design and that 
will go on the ballot later.

Legislators fi led bills for 
years to change the fl ag, but 
those died because leaders said 
they couldn’t get consensus for 
change. Momentum changed 
dramatically in June. Young 
activists and older leaders from 
business, religion, education 
and sports urged legislators to 
ditch a symbol that many said 
portrayed Mississippi as back-
ward.
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Kansas City, Missouri Mayor 
Quinton Lucas, 35, says he has 
been the target of racism and falsely 
photoshopped tweets showing him 
holding a T-shirt saying “F*** the 
Police.” The accurate photos were 
displayed by Lucas side by side in a 
social media post.

Lucas claims the targeting of him 
came after he issued a citywide order 
to wear masks because of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. The mayor’s order 
took effect June 29.

“Social media and photoshop are 
always fascinating. To the many tex-
ting me aghast of fake photos circu-
lating, I recommend you not believe 
everything a muckraker sends your 
way…and use some judgment,” said 
Lucas.

Lucas’ order requires residents of 
Kansas City to wear facial cover-
ings in all indoor public spaces and 
“while performing an activity which 
will necessarily involve close con-
tact or proximity to co-workers or 
the public where 6 feet of separation 
is not feasible.”

“Wearing a mask or face covering 
can be uncomfortable, but this is a 
necessary step to ensure we can save 
lives and keep our economy open. 
We wear masks to protect our loved 
ones, those around us and their loved 
ones,” Lucas stated.

Lucas also posted screenshots 
from an individual who claimed that 

the mayor treated white cops dis-
respectfully. Lucas said he had re-
ceived numerous texts from people 
appalled by the fake photoshopped 
image of him in an anti-police t-shirt 
and encouraged the public to use 
“some judgment” when looking at 
images fl oating on social media.

The racial slur and death threat 
after the false image controversy 
prompted Lucas to say, “Y’all … 
let’s do better.”

Lauren Victoria Burke is an in-
dependent journalist for NNPA and 
the host of the podcast BURKE-
FILE. She is also a political strat-
egist as Principal of Win Digital 
Media LLC. She may be contacted 
at LBurke007@gmail.com and on 
twitter at @LVBurke

Kansas City mayor 
faces racism lynching 
after issuing COVID-19 

mask mandate Lost in the aftermath of the demonstra-
tions stemming from the police killing of 
George Floyd and the pandemic is the is-
sue of reparations for African Americans.

Asheville, a North Carolina city where 
black people make up just 11 percent of 
the more than 92,000 residents, may have 
set a precedent. The city council formally 
apologized for its role in slavery and vot-
ed unanimously to provide reparations to 
African-American residents and their de-
scendants.

“Hundreds of years of black blood 
spilled that fi lls the cup we drink from 
today,” said Councilman Keith Young, 
one of two African-American members of 
the city council that voted 7-0 in favor of 
reparations.

“It is simply not enough to remove 
statutes. Black people in this country are 
dealing with systemic issues,” Young de-
clared.

While black Americans have long been 
deprived of their 40 acres and a mule 
reparation promise for horrifi c centuries 
of slavery, the U.S. government has never 
honored that commitment and has mostly 
shied away from offering an offi cial apol-
ogy.

Asheville’s resolution doesn’t include 
monetary payments to African Ameri-
cans but promises investments in areas 
where black people face disparities.

The resolution states:
“The resulting budgetary and program-

matic priorities may include but not be 
limited to increasing minority home own-
ership and access to other affordable hous-
ing, increasing minority business owner-
ship and career opportunities, strategies 
to grow equity and generational wealth, 
closing the gaps in health care, education, 
employment and pay, neighborhood safe-
ty and fairness within criminal justice.”

Council has called on the city to cre-
ate the Community Reparations Com-
mission, inviting community groups and 
other local governments to join. It will be 
the commission’s job to make concrete 
recommendations for programs and re-
sources to be used.

“Slavery is this institution that serves as 
the starting point for the building of the 
strong economic fl oor for white America 
while attempting to keep blacks subor-
dinate forever to its progress,” Council-
woman Sheneika Smith stated while re-
sponding to emails that asked why should 
the city pay today for what happened dur-
ing slavery.

“This is a really good gesture as far 
as the foundation of what we can build,” 
stated Rob Thomas, a community liaison 
for the Racial Justice Coalition, which led 
to the push for reparations. “The potential 
of what can come out of this document is 
amazing,” Thomas noted.

To address racism in this country, white 
people need to dare to be uncomfortable 
by accepting their tacit complicity in the 
promotion of the historical condition of 
white supremacy, Brett Paice, the down-
town coordinator of Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion at the St. Francis School in Lou-
isville, Kentucky, told BlackPressUSA.

“Whiteness needs to be made visible, 
and race shouldn’t be made the burden of 
communities of color. Tactically, legisla-
tion needs to consider the undue impact 
on communities of color when it’s enact-
ed,” Paice stated.

“Fiscally and psychologically, some 
manner of reparation needs to be institut-
ed to balance the scales of time, whether 
through government subsidizing of edu-
cation or land ownership.”

In early 2019, Rep. Sheila Jackson-Lee 
(D-Texas) convened a congressional hear-
ing on slavery reparations. Jackson-Lee 
stated the purpose was to begin serious 

legislative discussions that would exam-
ine “through open and constructive dis-
course, the legacy of the Trans-Atlantic 
Slave Trade, it’s continuing impact on the 
community and the path to restorative jus-
tice.”

This summer, the U.S. House expects to 
take up H.R. 40, a bill introduced by Rep. 
Jackson-Lee.

The congresswoman noted that the 
designation of this legislation as H.R. 40 
intends to memorialize the promise made 
by General William T. Sherman.

In his 1865 Special Field Order No. 15, 
Sherman pledged to redistribute 400,000 
acres of formerly Confederate owned 
coastal land in South Carolina and Flor-
ida, subdivided into 40-acre plots.

In addition to the more well-known 
land redistribution, the order also estab-
lished autonomous governance for the re-
gion and provided protection by military 
authorities of the settlements.

Though Southern sympathizer and for-
mer slaveholder President Andrew John-
son would later overturn the order, this 
plan represented the fi rst systematic form 
of freedmen reparations.

“The federal government has been slow 
to engage the issue of reparations, indi-
viduals, corporations, and other public 
institutions have engaged the discussion 
out of necessity and conscience,” Jackson-
Lee said.

“Reparations are ultimately about re-
spect and reconciliation – and the hope 
that all Americans can walk together to-
ward a more just future one day.”

Jackson-Lee continued:
“We owe it to those who were ripped 

from their homes those many years ago an 
ocean away; we owe it to the millions of 
Americans – yes they were Americans – 
who were born into bondage, knew a life 
of servitude, and died anonymous deaths, 
as prisoners of this system.

Already frustrated with late, de-
layed or lost mail?

Residents who depend on the U.S. 
Postal Service can expect even more 
frustration.

As fi rst reported by the Associated 
Press, mail deliveries could be delayed 
by a day or more under cost-cutting ef-
forts being imposed by the new post-
master general.

“The plan eliminates overtime for 
hundreds of thousands of postal work-
ers and says employees must adopt a 
different mindset to ensure the Postal 
Service’s survival during the coro-
navirus pandemic,” The Associated 
Press reported, citing a confi dential 
memo circulated throughout the postal 
service.

Late trips will no longer be autho-
rized. If postal distribution centers are 
running late, “they will keep the mail 
for the next day,” Postal Service lead-
ers wrote in a document.

“One aspect of these changes that 
may be diffi cult for employees is that 
– temporarily – we may see mail left 
behind or mail on the workroom fl oor 
or docks,” another document says, the 
AP reported.

In a livestream interview, Rep. Val 
Demings (D-Fla.) told BlackPressU-
SA that Congress had approved new 
funding for the U.S. Postal Service 
and hoped to do more.

Congress authorized a $10 billion 

loan to the postal service as part of 
a coronavirus relief package. Still, 
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
steadfastly has refused to hand over 
the money until the USPS turns over 
much of its operations to him.

Reports of signifi cant problems at 
the postal service under newly ap-
pointed postmaster general, Louis 
DeJoy, a major Trump donor, has ex-
acerbated claims that the slowdown is 
intentional.

“The Week,” an online publication, 
called it “yet another example of how 
Trump’s authoritarian rot is dissolv-

ing the American state – and raising 
the possibility of interference with the 
2020 election.”

Trump has voiced strong opposition 
to mail-in voting.

Additionally, many said the slow-
down impacts minorities more than 
anyone else.

“As a small business owner who 
utilizes USPS to ship many of our 
products to customers, this will sig-
nifi cantly affect us,” Calvin Harris, 
the founder and managing director 
of Reveille Trading Company, a cof-
fee importing operation that offers 

specialty coffee and single-origin by 
partnering directly with farms around 
the world.

“It is my opinion that it will dis-
proportionately harm minority busi-
nesses. Black-owned businesses often 
have harder times securing fi nancing, 
and we generally secure fi nancing at 
higher rates than white-owned compa-
nies,” Harris opined.

“This means that we run on tighter 
margins, so many businesses will be 
forced to either have slower shipping 
or decrease our already small margins 
if possible, to offer faster shipping.”

Harris added that USPS priority 
mail had enabled his company to offer 
free shipping on all orders. He noted 
that UPS and FedEx are more expen-
sive options and are much slower.

“For many minority businesses, 
we have to compete with much larger 
companies, and we need every advan-
tage that we can get. If I can at least 
offer free shipping, then it’s one less 
customer objection that we have to 
overcome,” Harris said.

Elizabeth Weatherby, who works for 
the integrated marketing development 
company, Youtech, recanted a recent 
move across the country from Massa-
chusetts to Arizona.

She said she sent her security de-
posit overnight via the post offi ce and 
expected it to arrive long before her 
week-long journey.

“By the time I had arrived in Ari-
zona, the check was still not delivered 
to my housing management company. 
What’s even more strange is that when 
I called USPS, no matter what number, 
what offi ce, what location, I could not 
get through to anyone,” Weatherby 
stated.

“I was waiting on hold forever and 
couldn’t even speak with a represen-
tative. In-person, I had to go to every 
single post offi ce in my new town to 
track down my check. I am lucky my 
housing management still let me move 
in. I defi nitely think this could be due 
to the Trump Administration slowing 
down the ability to vote by mail.”

One North Carolina City Council 
approves reparations – sort of

Is the Postal Service slowing mail delivery?

Lucas

 By Lauren Victoria Burke
NNPA Newswire Senior 
Correspondent

 By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior Correspondent

 By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior Correspondent
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Errick Greene, JPS superin-
tendent Jackson Public School 
District Administration, an-
nounced Friday that they will 
provide virtual learning only for 
the fall semester in the midst of 
COVID-19 pandemic.

As school districts are prepar-
ing to reopen, Greene made the 
announcement at a press confer-
ence Friday that the district will 
offer virtually learning only af-
ter the Mississippi State Depart-
ment of Health reported a record 
number of new cases for the last 
fi ve consecutive days.

“It just does not make sense 
to bring our scholars back at this 
time, that’s why we’ve elected to 
use the entire fi rst semester to 
instruct our scholars and serve 

them virtually only,”  Greene 
explained.

The decision comes after a 
reversal of the two-option plan 
announced last week that would 
have included hybrid and tradi-
tional methods of learning.

Last week, the district pro-
posed a two-option system, 
based on grade levels. Parents 
of elementary and middle school 
students could have chosen be-
tween virtual and traditional 
face-to-face learning, while 
high school students would be 
offered a virtual and hybrid in-
structional model.

“I am very concerned about 
the families that are not con-
nected, and not prepared to en-
gage in the ways that this new 
model will provide for,”  Greene 
explained.

Greene said there are plans 
to give out devices for teachers 
and students to help them stay 
connected although they haven’t 
received federal funds to do so. 
Those funds could be coming 
soon as Senate Republicans un-
veiled a $1 trillion package and 
sources say it includes funds to 
help schools reopen.

Brad Franklin, a JPS parent of 
a 5th grader at Walton Elemen-
tary School weighed in on the 
topic. “I think it’s in the best in-
terest of the district to err on the 
side of caution. While opinions 
may vary on where we are right 
now with Covid, I don’t think 
we want to see even one child 
become ill,” Franklin stated.

“I think monitoring the situ-
ation as it progresses is best. 
Proper distancing and mandat-

ing masks in my opinion will 
help. Although smaller kids 
will have a harder time not be-
ing able to visit with friends as 
usual,” Franklin added.

“We need to be compassion-
ate and understanding of all 
situations in the district. Let’s 
be mindful and respectful of 
those parents who have confl ict-
ing work schedules or fi nancial 
hardships. We’ve got to come 
together to lift all households 
up during these unprecedented 
times. Although you may be able 
to stay at home with your kid or 
afford a laptop today...tomorrow 
you could see fortunes change,” 
Franklin exclaimed.

JPS will also suspend football 
for the fall semester, and is slat-
ed to start the school semester 
August 12.

EDUCATION

Franklin and daughter Bralynn  PHOTO BY EDELIA JAY CARTHAN

JPS moves to virtual learning only
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By Edelia Dr. Jay Carthan 
Contributing Writer

The Alcorn State Univer-
sity School of Agriculture and 
Applied Sciences’ (SAAS) 
Alumni Hall of Fame is fur-
thering its commitment to stu-
dent success through its estab-
lishment of the SAAS Alumni 
Hall of Fame Scholarship for 
deserving students. 

Under guidelines estab-
lished by the Alumni Hall of 
Fame committee, this $3,000 
scholarship will be awarded 
annually to three qualifying 
students within the Depart-
ments of Agriculture, Human 
Sciences and Advanced Tech-
nologies. 

Previously, proceeds for 
the organization’s scholar-
ships were derived from an-
nual Hall of Fame alumni 
banquets, advertisement sales 
and several dedicated spon-
sors. However, due to the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

pandemic, the 2020 alumni 
banquet and associated activi-
ties have been cancelled. That 
being said, the committee will 
continue to solicit additional 
fi nancial donations in order to 
make awards readily available 
to students.

According to Don Smith, 
director of Development, 
SAAS, the current need for 
scholarships and fi nancial 
support for students is im-
perative.

“We are so grateful for the 
generosity that we have re-
ceived over the years,” said 
Smith. “We are counting on 
our previous inductees, spon-
sors, alumni, faculty, staff and 
friends to step up once again 
and continue their support for 
these important scholarships.” 

Smith looks forward to the 
organization offering future 
awards through a $10,000 en-
dowed scholarship fund cre-
ated in 2019.

Student scholarships are 
managed and administered 
through the Alcorn State Uni-
versity (ASU) Foundation, 
Inc. A non-profi t organiza-
tion, the foundation distrib-
utes invaluable awards each 
academic year to aid students 
in their academic journey. 

There are several ways to 
designate a gift to the SAAS 
Alumni Hall of Fame Scholar-
ship. 

To make an impact, visit the 
ASU Foundation link at www.
alcorn.edu/givingback or 
call 601 877-6693. Checks or 
money orders should be made 
payable to Alcorn State Uni-
versity Foundation, Inc., 1000 
ASU Drive #810, Lorman, MS 
39096. Please be sure to write 
SAAS Alumni Hall of Fame 
Scholarship on the memo line. 

For additional information, 
contact Smith at dsmith@al-
corn.edu, 601.877-6526 or 601 
877-6502.

As the fall semester ap-
proaches, so does the deadline 
to apply for a new scholarship.

The 1890 Scholars Program, 
an entity of the School of Ag-
riculture and Applied Sciences 
(SAAS), provides up to $10,000 
per academic year ($5,000 per 
semester) to help defray student 
expenses.

Edmund R. Buckner, dean 
and director of Land-Grant Pro-
grams, SAAS, hopes that the 
scholarship will aid students, as 
well as bring more awareness to 
the agricultural sector.

“Agriculture is the largest 
segment of our state’s econo-
my,” he said. “With many of 
our students in need of fi nancial 
assistance to complete college, 
this scholarship will help them 
to successfully pursue and com-
plete bachelor’s degrees in agri-
culture and related disciplines.”

According to De’Onqua 

Isaac, student recruitment spe-
cialist, SAAS, “Our primary 
goal is to increase retention and 
graduation rates among Alcorn 
State University students who 
are pursuing bachelor’s degrees 
in the agricultural sciences. 
We aim to do this by providing 
scholarships, as well as experi-
ential learning and career devel-
opment opportunities.”

Sponsored by the United 
States Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) through a $765,000 
grant, the scholarship will fund 
tuition, housing and living ex-
penses for approximately 75 
students annually. Each annual 
award is contingent upon the 
student’s continued successful 
academic performance.

To be eligible, students must 
be accepted for admission to 
Alcorn State University; be 
classifi ed as a U.S. citizen or 
permanent resident; and pos-
sess a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or 
better (on a 4.0 scale). He or she 

must also demonstrate leader-
ship ability and a commitment 
to community service, be en-
rolled as a full-time student, as 
well as aspire to one of the fol-
lowing courses of study: Agri-
cultural Sciences; AgriBusiness 
Management; Agricultural Eco-
nomics; Human Sciences; Child 
Development/Human Develop-
ment; Family and Consumer 
Sciences; Food, Nutrition and 
Community Health Sciences or 
Geographic Information Sci-
ence and Technology.

Students are encouraged to 
visit www.alcorn.edu/land-
grant to apply. The application 
period will close after all schol-
arships have been dispersed.

For more information, con-
tact Isaac at 601 877-2407 or 
deonqua@alcorn.edu. You may 
also contact Casnacita Gray, 
director of Student Services, 
School of Agriculture and Ap-
plied Sciences, at 601 877-6552 
or csgray@alcorn.edu.

SAAS Alumni Hall of Fame 

establishes new scholarship, 

committee seeks donations

ASU School of Agriculture and 

Applied Sciences to provide support 

through scholarship program

By  Renita Lacy
Mississippi Link Newswire

By Renita Lacy
Mississippi Link Newswire
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The late Allen Floyd of Val-
ley, Ala., was known as the 
“father” of his church because 
of his loving kindness despite 
a disability. His pastor, the 
Rev. Wendell Jones, says Floyd 
served the pulpit every Sunday 
with ice water and tea although 
he could not talk.

He died of a Coronavirus in-
fection at the age of 81.

This article is a clarion call 
to anyone who has an audience 
with the African-American 
community. That means radio 
announcers, celebrities like 
actors or rappers, ministers or 
leaders generally.

Those who are younger 
might be unintentionally caus-
ing harm to the elderly and 
those who have health chal-
lenges. It appears that far too 
many young people, by refus-
ing to follow CDC guidelines: 
wearing face masks in public 
places, practicing social dis-
tancing, washing hands or us-
ing hand sanitizers and keep-
ing counters and tables in the 
home disinfected, are causing 
their elderly relatives to be-
come infected with the novel 
coronavirus. We are in urgent 
need of sounding the alarm: 
We must all do everything that 
we can to stop the spread of 
this deadly virus!

Radio announcers must be-
come drum majors leading a 
national awareness campaign 
with the message: “Only you 
can stop this menace, this kill-
er of our people.” Rappers and 
other celebrities must use ev-
ery medium available to them: 
social media, radio, zoom con-
ferences, etc. to warn the pub-
lic; especially the young, that 
by not following the protocol 
given to us by the health ex-
perts, we might be inviting the 
needless, serious illness and 
death of our people.

It is understandable that 
younger people feel less threat-
ened, even invincible. Howev-
er, in some cases, they, too, can 
succumb to illness and death. 
But the greater threat is to old-
er family members and those 
with chronic health conditions.

We must act now. An intense 
round-the-clock campaign 
must capture the attention of 
the young. This menace to the 
human race is a real and imme-
diate threat. Hospitals and in-
tensive care units are reaching 
capacity. Some of the ill might 
have to be turned away. This is 
serious business and each of us 
must do all that we can to pro-
tect the vulnerable among us 
as well as ourselves.

Recently, a 30-year-old 
African-American male in 
Nashville, Tenn. died from 
complications caused by the 
Coronavirus. But those most 

at risk for death are the elderly. 
Quoted in this article is an Al-
abama pastor who buried eight 
people last week and three the 
week prior to that. All perished 
because they became infected 
with the Coronavirus. At the 
writing of this article, he has 
now attended the funerals of at 
least 16 victims of the corona-
virus.

That pastor, Wendell Jones 
of Mount Zion AME Church of 
Opelika, Ala., has made some 
crucial observations about how 
thousands of elderly people 
have died from the virus; yet 
many of them were secluded 
in nursing homes or their own 
homes. He pleads with family 
members and youth to protect 
themselves and their elderly 
loved ones: 

“The multiple deaths that 
we’re dealing with, the funer-
als that I have to attend, the 
one thing that crushes my heart 
is that grandchildren, cousins, 
and other family members 
would come in and they’re not 
protecting themselves,” said 
Jones. “It just hurts my heart 
the selfish way that we ap-
proach this pandemic – ‘I’m 
healthy, I’m young, I’m vi-
brant. I work out.’ – And so, we 
think that we’re immune to the 
virus. But you have to think of 
other people that you come into 
contact with, you have to think 
of your family members.”

Jones lovingly recalls Floyd, 
who became known as the fa-
ther of the church. That’s be-
cause he was so faithful in 
serving the pulpit with ice wa-
ter and tea every Sunday that 
they gave him a new suit for 
Father’s Day.

If you are reading this arti-

cle, the message to you is this: 
Sound the alarm that we are 
losing this battle against the 
coronavirus because we are 
not taking it seriously!

Remember: No one will save 
us but us. And no one should 
save us if we are not doing ev-
erything within our power to 
stop the spread of this highly 
contagious disease. To those 
who believe that God will pro-
tect us from this Coronavirus, 
please believe that Almighty 
God will help those who try to 
help themselves.

We can defeat the Coronavi-
rus, but we must remain vigi-
lant; we must follow the CDC 
guidelines; and we must be ac-
tively engaged in an on-going 
battle of protecting ourselves, 
our loved ones, and our com-
munities.

If everyone does his or her 
part, collectively, we will end 
this scourge and maybe, even 
before a vaccine is available, 
we can bend the curve down-
ward, even f latten it.

As Jones said, “I just pray 
that our young people will re-
alize the severity of the situa-
tion that we’re in. As a united 
family, we can make this thing 
happen. We can crush corona 
at the core if we just remember 
to not only protect ourselves 
from others, but also to protect 
others from ourselves.”

With enough honest effort 
by everyone, we will eventual-
ly be able to sing: “It’s a brand 
new day.” We Can Do This!

Michael A. Grant, J.D. is 
president of United Secu-
rity Financial Inc. and the 
past president of the National 
Bankers Association.

What we must do
to protect ourselves

from the 
Coronavirus
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Covid-19 has put us in a situ-
ation of being alone a lot. Oc-
casionally we all want a little 
alone time. Now we are forced 
to spend days at a time and not 
interacting with others. We 
have to adjust but we still need 
interaction with others to stay 
healthy. Plenty of people are in 
a situation now where they are 
out of work, social distancing 
from family and friends, work-
ing from home, not going to 
events, not going to church or 
family functions.

Persistent loneliness has been 
linked to a growing list of health 
problems that include insomnia, 
cardiovascular problems and 
Alzheimer’s disease. Studies 
also show that loneliness raises 
the risk for premature death 
among adults age 50 and older 
by 14%.

We can’t assume that people 
know when they are lonely. For 
many people that extreme sense 
of social disconnection is so 
familiar and constant that they 
don’t even realize that they’re 
lonely. Even friends and fam-
ily might not necessarily recog-
nize that a friend or loved one 
is lonely.

Of course as I said earlier we 
all need some time by ourselves, 
some solitude and the oppor-
tunity to think and feel quiet 
without distraction or demands 
of others. But loneliness is very 
different. 

If you are experiencing any 
of the following, loneliness is a 
problem:

 • Spend hours alone
 • Find you are spending hours 

at a time on the internet
 • Find yourself glued to Face-

book or other social media
 • Watch TV for hours at a 

time
 • Feel a vague sense of dis-

satisfaction with life
 • Over eating
 • Not eating
 • Sleeping more than 12 

hours a day
 • Feeling fatigued all the time
 • Drinking alcohol
 • Using recreational drugs.
The connection between 

loneliness and depression has 
been established for quite some-
time but has only recently been 
linked to elevated blood pres-
sure, increased stress hormones 
and an impaired immune sys-
tem. Loneliness also exacts a 
huge toll when people turn to 
unhealthy behaviors to avoid 
the pain loneliness brings. You 
can’t eat it away. You can’t drink 
it away. There is no recreational 
drug that will erase it.

Are you lonely or bored? 
Boredom is a leading cause 
of loneliness. Out of all the 
causes of loneliness boredom 
is the easiest to solve. The key 
is planning. You need to know 
what you are doing. Most peo-
ple hate that they have to script 
their life. We should all plan our 
life. Make a list of things you 
want to do and things you have 
to do. Clean that closet you al-
ways wanted to clean. Make a 
list of people you want to call. 

Don’t wait for friends and rela-
tives to call you. That’s not to 
say we should just put together 
a list of things to do. We should 
have daily, weekly, monthly and 
yearly goals for our life.

Nutrition, sleep, exercise, rec-
reational time and me-time are 
areas that we can adjust to fi ght 
loneliness. These areas are the 
ones we control. 

The body needs carbohy-
drates, fats, protein, vitamins, 
minerals, fi ber and water to be 
healthy everyday. Carbohy-
drates, fats and protein supply 
energy (calories) necessary for 
work and normal body func-
tions. Vitamins, minerals, fi ber 
and water do not have caloric 
value but are still necessary for 
normal body functions. Your 
daily intake of food should in-
clude 2 to 3 servings of protein, 
4 to 6 servings of vegetables, 2 
to 3 servings of a grain and 3 to 
6 servings of fruit. You should 
ingest no more than 14 grams of 
saturated fat, which is 126 calo-
ries.

We need to do two types of 
exercise. We need both aerobic 
and strength workouts. A com-
plete strength workout should 
include exercises for each body 
part. This will include the chest, 
shoulders, triceps, back, biceps, 
forearm, thighs, calves and your 
abdominals (midsection).

Start with 2 or 3 different 
exercises for each body part. 
Gradually work up to 8-12 rep-
etitions for each exercise. Do 
each exercise 1-3 times to start. 
We strongly recommend that 
you have a professional show 
you what to include in your 
routine and that you get an OK 
from your physician before you 
start. 

If you have chronic condi-
tions such as, congestive heart 
failure, hypertension, arrhyth-
mias, angina or diabetes they 
must be stable before starting 
an exercise program.

Aerobic workouts will help 
you burn body fat and improve 
your cardiovascular system if 
you do 30 minutes or more of 
continuous movement. It takes 
your body 20 minutes to switch 

to the fat burning stage during a 
workout. Try to get in at least 30 
minutes of aerobic exercise 3 to 
4 times a week.

Research has shown that 
when healthy adults are allowed 
to sleep unrestricted, the aver-
age time slept is 8 to 8.5 hours. 
Some people need more than 
that to avoid problem sleepi-
ness; others need less.

If a person does not get 
enough sleep, even on one night, 
a “sleep debt” begins to build 
and increases until enough sleep 
is obtained. Problem sleepiness 
occurs as the debt accumulates. 
Many people do not get enough 
sleep during the workweek and 
then sleep longer on the week-
ends or days off to reduce their 
sleep debt. If too much sleep 
has been lost, sleeping-in on the 
weekend may not completely re-
verse the effects of not getting 
enough sleep during the week.

You have to want to change. 
Ask yourself if you are doing 
everything you can do to help 
yourself. Find yourself. Re-
member you have one friend 
already, yourself. 

Put yourself out there. Enroll 
in a class you’ll enjoy or fi nd 
interesting. Develop a hobby. 
Volunteer some time with a 
community organization or 
groups, such as the Homeless, 
PAL, The American Red Cross, 
Special Olympics or The Sickle 
Cell Anemia Foundation. Help-
ing others makes you feel good 
about yourself and helps devel-
op self-esteem.

Seek out programs, which 
satisfy your needs as well. For 
instance, if you’re a drop out or 
need job training fi nd a GED 
or job training program. Don’t 
sit around and wait for things 
to happen, make things happen 
in the morning everyday, turn 
on some music and play it un-
til you’re dancing and singing 
from with those old Motown 
tunes.

Do whatever it takes to stay 
positively motivated.

Watch “Tips to be Fit” on 
www.lifeandspiritonline.com 
and www.GoodDayGood-
Health.com

Loneliness can 
harm your health

Floyd

By Vince Faust
The Philadelphia Tribune

By Michael Grant
United Security Financial, Inc.



 www.mississippilink.com  THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 11JULY 30 - AUGUST 5, 2020



OPINION
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The recent deaths of C.T. 
Vivian, Rev. Joseph Lowery, 
Rep. John Lewis and, earlier 
this year, Rep. Elijah Cum-
mings, all signal the passing 
of those who have guarded 
our freedom and led the fight 
for equality.

These men were not giants. 
They were mere mortals like 
you and I who were brave 
enough to commit to what 
they believed in and to do so 
because the outcome involved 
more than themselves. If we 
look back at their lives, we 
will find they did not set out 
to become great, but became 
great because they set out to 
make a difference. The differ-

ences they made came at great 
personal cost to each.

For Lewis, we have been 
able to visit that cost through 
the film footage of such things 
as Bloody Sunday where Civil 
Rights demonstrators were 
beaten, hosed by police and 
chased on horseback while 
marching for the right to vote. 

We gained that victory with 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 
and lost most of it with a bad 
U.S. Supreme Court Decision 
just a few years ago. We who 
are today fighting for such 
things as an end to police bru-
tality, the stopping of voter 
suppression and the reenact-
ment of the Voting Rights 
Act, which would restore that 
which the U.S. Supreme Court 

decision took away, must en-
sure that their deaths and the 
legacies these men left do not 
die with them.

Our committed involve-
ment in the fight that they lead 
for us ensures that we convert 
their deaths into a “chang-
ing of the guard” and not the 
death of those guardians.

Locally, the lives and lega-
cies of such individuals as 
Charles Evers, Medgar Evers, 
Fannie Lou Hammer and oth-
ers must be continued with 
the same commitment and 
self lessness that made these 
men great. Those of us who 
are here must ensure that “the 
strong keep on coming.” We 
must be strong and commit-
ted because of the men and 

women on whose shoulders 
we stand. 

This is bigger than “Black 
Lives Matter” and the Covid 
Pandemic. Those who see the 
fight for human rights, life 
and dignity know that the 
battle is as serious as the pan-
demic. They also see police 
brutality as a danger as great 
as the pandemic itself. We can 
each become participants in 
this battle. We can register 
to vote; join the demands for 
change at all levels of govern-
ment and add our voices, our 
money and our bodies to the 
struggle. 

Where will you stand dur-
ing this changing of the 
guard? This is so important 
today.

America is a constant work 
in progress. What gives each 
new generation purpose is to 
take up the unfi nished work of 
the last and carry it further – to 
speak out for what’s right, to 
challenge an unjust status quo, 
and to imagine a better world.

John Lewis – one of the orig-
inal Freedom Riders, chair-
man of the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee, the 
youngest speaker at the March 
on Washington, leader of the 
march from Selma to Mont-
gomery, Member of Congress 
representing the people of 
Georgia for 33 years – not only 
assumed that responsibility, 
he made it his life’s work. He 
loved this country so much that 
he risked his life and his blood 
so that it might live up to its 
promise. And through the de-
cades, he not only gave all of 
himself to the cause of freedom 
and justice, but inspired gen-
erations that followed to try to 
live up to his example.

Considering his enormous 
impact on the history of this 
country, what always struck 
those who met John was his 
gentleness and humility. Born 
into modest means in the heart 
of the Jim Crow South, he un-
derstood that he was just one 
of a long line of heroes in the 
struggle for racial justice.

Early on, he embraced the 
principles of nonviolent resis-
tance and civil disobedience as 
the means to bring about real 
change in this country, under-
standing that such tactics had 
the power not only to change 
laws, but to change hearts and 
minds as well. In so many ways, 
John’s life was exceptional. But 
he never believed that what he 
did was more than any citizen 
of this country might do. He 
believed that in all of us, there 
exists the capacity for great 
courage, a longing to do what’s 
right, a willingness to love all 
people, and to extend to them 
their God-given rights to dig-
nity and respect. 

And it’s because he saw the 
best in all of us that he will 
continue, even in his passing, 
to serve as a beacon in that 
long journey towards a more 
perfect union.

I fi rst met John when I was in 
law school, and I told him then 
that he was one of my heroes. 
Years later, when I was elect-
ed a U.S. Senator, I told him 
that I stood on his shoulders. 
When I was elected President 
of the United States, I hugged 
him on the inauguration stand 
before I was sworn in and told 
him I was only there because 
of the sacrifi ces he made. And 
through all those years, he nev-
er stopped providing wisdom 
and encouragement to me and 
Michelle and our family. We 
will miss him dearly.

It’s fi tting that the last time 
John and I shared a public fo-
rum was at a virtual town hall 
with a gathering of young ac-
tivists who were helping to lead 
this summer’s demonstrations 
in the wake of George Floyd’s 

death. Afterwards, I spoke to 
him privately, and he could 
not have been prouder of their 
efforts – of a new generation 
standing up for freedom and 
equality, a new generation in-
tent on voting and protecting 
the right to vote, a new genera-
tion running for political offi ce. 

I told him that all those young 
people – of every race, from 
every background and gender 
and sexual orientation – they 
were his children. They had 
learned from his example, even 
if they didn’t know it. They had 
understood through him what 
American citizenship requires, 
even if they had heard of his 
courage only through history 
books. Not many of us get to 
live to see our own legacy play 
out in such a meaningful, re-
markable way. John Lewis did. 

And thanks to him, we now 
all have our marching orders – 
to keep believing in the possi-
bility of remaking this country 
we love until it lives up to its 
full promise.

It’s no secret 
that 2020 has 
presented some 
of the most un-
p r e c i d e n t e d 
times in recent 
memory. With 

businesses rushing to adapt to 
new guidelines in response to 
COVID-19 and legislative ses-
sions across the country de-
layed and suspended, the fi rst 6 
months of 2020 has sent many 
of us scrambling to fi nd a “new 

normal.”
One thing the COVID-19 

pandemic has brought to light 
is the dire need for expanded 
broadband infrastructure not 
just in our state, but across the 
country. In 2020 alone, Missis-
sippi, along with 42 other states, 
including Guam and Puerto 
Rico, addressed broadband ex-
pansion in legislative action.

While each state’s efforts and 
policy initiatives are all differ-
ent according to their needs, an 
overwhelming majority of states 
agree on one thing. People need 
connectivity and they need it 

now.
In Mississippi, there were 

several bills brought before the 
legislature to address this issue 
including funds to the Depart-
ment of Education as well as a 
grant application process to our 
rural electric cooperatives and 
other providers to the tune of 75 
million dollars.

These funds combined with 
the over 900 million eligible 
federal dollars from the Ru-
ral Digital Opportunity Fund 
means our state could see over 1 
billion dollars of investment this 
year, putting us among the top 

states in America aggressively 
addressing this issue.

While it is true, money is not a 
silver bullet solution, this year’s 
unprecedented effort to fund up-
front broadband infrastructure 
is undoubtedly setting the table 
for Mississippi’s positive future.

I’m confi dent that putting 
these funds to work alongside 
creative policy initiatives like 
those included in PSC Rules, 
we can further set the table for 
a highly-competitive, all-of-the-
above approach in connecting 
every Mississippi home to ad-
equate internet service.

The importance of the 

changing of the guard

President Barack Obama makes 

statement on the passing

of Congressman John Lewis

Mississippi among most 

aggressive states addressing 

broadband infrastructure issue
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On July 17 we got the news 
that one of our few heroes 
made his transition from earth 
to Heaven. We are sure that St. 
Peter used few words when he 
looked into the eyes of John 
Lewis. He must have quickly 
said ‘Job well done John – wel-
come!” He is gone now, and 
we will all miss him. His work 
made such a difference.

He was born a sharecropper 
in the heart of Troy, Alabama. 
It seems like he was born to 
fi ght for freedom. In fact, he 
was one of the original freedom 
riders making dangerous jour-
neys across the south demand-
ing freedom and facing some 
of the meanest cops that ever 
attacked demonstrating black 
protestors.  

His badge of honor was a 
split skull he experienced on 
“Bloody Sunday” when black 
demonstrators faced Alabama 
state troopers while crossing 
that infamous bridge in Selma, 
Alabama. It appeared on na-
tional television and the entire 
American audience watched in 
horror. From that day on, ev-
eryone knew who John Lewis 
was. He was Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s most loyal and fi erc-
est warrior.

Recently, the White House 
was able to abolish the NAFTA 
agreement. This was enacted 
in 1993. However, Lewis be-
gan fi ghting against it before 
the ink dried on the treaty. Re-
cently, his battle was victorious 
via President Trump. That was 
Congressman Lewis – he never 
quit or stopped fi ghting. Vic-
tory would be his eventually.

During his 17 years on the 
House Ways and Means Com-
mittee (Oversight Subcommit-
tee) he remained vigilant in 
ensuring black business pro-
curement. His greatest accom-
plishment was his management 
of the magnifi cent Smithsonian 
Museum on African American 
History and Culture. If you 
have not toured this yet do it 
as soon as possible. This was 
Congressman Lewis’s “Baby.”

Dr. King, Parren Mitch-
ell, Art Fletcher and other 
black business advocates must 
have been smiling down from 
Heaven as Congressman Lewis 
oversaw the black business 
participation.  Brick by brick, 
window by window it was soon 
accomplished, and the black 
participation came in at 66%. 
A true record for such a task. 
$600 million at 66%. This was 
the ilk of Congressman John 
Lewis.

I was at a meeting in Atlan-
ta and I asked the audience to 
stand up and applaud Congress-
man Lewis for this marvelous 
accomplishment. He stood up 
in his classic “stone face style” 
and quietly said “Well, this is 
what we are supposed to do.” 
We need more persons of his 
ilk. It was that morning that 
John Lewis became my hero.

I have a question or challenge 
for the current members of the 
Congressional Black Cau-
cus. Will the next John Lewis 
please step forward and take 
the “reigns?”

It is time for the Congres-
sional Black Caucus to focus 
on black procurement with the 

federal government. Minority 
procurement in federal con-
tracts has fallen from 8 per-
cent in the Bush administration 
to 1.3 percent as of March 31, 
2019. Some departments didn’t 
award minority businesses 
even one federal contract.

According to the Small Busi-
ness Administration (SBA): 
“The federal government’s goal 
is to award at least fi ve percent 
of all federal contracting dol-
lars to small disadvantaged 
businesses each year.”

Here are the Program ben-
efi ts: “To help provide a level 
playing fi eld for small busi-
nesses owned by socially and 
economically disadvantaged 
people or entities, the govern-
ment limits competition for 
certain contracts to businesses 
that participate in the 8(a) Busi-
ness Development program.”

“Disadvantaged businesses 
in the 8(a) Program can: Com-
pete for set-aside and sole-
source contracts in the pro-
gram, form joint ventures with 
established businesses through 
the SBA’s mentor-protégé pro-
gram, receive management and 
technical assistance, including 
business training, counseling, 
market assistance and high-
level executive development 
programs, as they apply.”

The above program was the 
brainchild of the late, great Par-
ren J. Mitchell while he was the 
Chair of the House Small Busi-
ness Committee and his staff 
– led by NBCC Board Mem-
ber Anthony W. Robinson. It 
is, without debate, the most 
successful minority business 
program in the history of fed-
eral procurement. No formal 
program has made more black 
millionaires than this program. 
Despite this, it needs to be up-
dated and reinforced.

Having a 5% minority busi-
ness goal for the federal gov-
ernment is pittance. The black 
population percentage of our 
nation is over 14.6% alone. 
Hispanics have a percentage of 
17.0%. That amounts to 31.6% 
without other ethnicities. 

Here is our strategy to in-
crease the numbers:

• Contact each agency head 
and inform him/her of their 
procurement level status. Sug-
gest increased utilization of the 
SBA 8a program on a recurring 
basis.

• Encourage our members to 
apply for 8a status.

• Make quarterly updates 
on black procurement status 
for each agency and follow-up 
with correspondence to agency 
heads.

• Worldwide marketing and 
publicity.

• Garner Trump administra-
tion support.

Let’s get busy turning this 
atrocity around. If black fi rms 
could attain at least 5% in pro-
curement contracting with the 
federal government that would 
mean $25 billion annually in-
fused into our economic base.

Alford is the co-founder, 
president/CEO of the National 
Black Chamber of Commerce®.  
DeBow is the co-founder, ex-
ecutive vice president of the 
chamber.

Website: www.nationalbcc.
org Emails: halford@national-
bcc.org kdebow@nationalbcc.
org 
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 We read in 
2nd Timothy 
1:7, “For God 
hath not given 
us the spirit 
of fear; but of 
power, and of 

love, and of a sound mind.”
Sometimes we get really 

earnest about wanting to be 
rid of our problems, do we not? 
We say, “God, take away this 
trial; take away this feelings.” 
I want to remind you that, as 
great a man as the Apostle 
Paul was, he went through se-
vere trials. The Lord allowed 
him to go through those trials 
to keep him humble.

Trials are good for us. Job 
said, “For God maketh my 
heart soft, and the Almighty 
troubleth me.” Trials make 

our hearts soft. If we are 
getting a little too hard, we 
have to buckle our seat belts 
because we are going to go 
through some trials. If our 
hearts becomes a little too 
hard, God has a way to soften 
them.

I have been through many 
trials, but every one of them 
was good for me and gave 
me confi dence for the future. 
Three times, Paul asked the 
Lord to remove the thorn. 
Many people try to speculate 
on what that thorn was, but 
he plainly tells us that it was 
a messenger of Satan sent to 
buffet him.

Have you ever felt that 
you’re were getting a beating 
from the devil? You may say, 
“Oh, I am a child of God. I am 
not going to have problems 
with the devil. If the devil 

comes around, I will just let 
him have it, and he will not be 
able to stay around me.” Talk-
ing like that will let us know 
that we are really in for a trial. 
God will let us know just how 
weak we are in ourselves and 
how dependent we really are 
on Him.

When we think we can 
stand in our own strength, 
we need to take heed because 
we are heading for a fall. We 
can only stand in the grace of 
God, by faith in His grace. 
We can only make it through 
Him, not in our own strength.

If we become hard toward 
others who are going through 
trials, we need to get ready 
because we may be next. We 
need to be careful of what 
we mete out to others; it will 
come back to us.

I think sometimes humans 

can be the most inconsider-
ate, hurtful creatures created 
by God. When we feel down, 
our old dog will cover and rub 
our legs, but some people will 
kick us, so to speak, while we 
are still down.

God has a way to make 
our hearts soft, but, oh, what 
hope it will instill in us. The 
reality of God and His grace 
are so real when we are go-
ing through trials. God will 
manifest Himself to us right 
in the trial. He does not al-
ways dump out a bucket of 
blessings, but He will give us 
strength.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, 
Hampton VA 23669. He is a 
member of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelism Church 
of God, Anderson, Ind.

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
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P R E S E R V E D

Like many of 
you, lately I’ve 
watched in dis-
belief as politi-
cians have an-
grily responded 
to criticism, po-
lice offi cers have 

displayed explosive moments 
of deadly rage and citizens have 
asserted their fi rst amendment 
rights to protest.

A few decades ago, Marvin 
Gaye said that all the trouble in 
the world made him want to holler 
and throw up his hands. It seems 
like in this day and age, the trou-
ble in the world also makes people 
want to post a video about it on 
social media.

In this digital age of anonymous 
online postings and a wide range 
of places to share video clips of 
rants about everything from inter-
national political issues to bad res-
taurant experiences, many people 
want to share their increasingly 
negative opinions. You think you 
are angry at others, but the reality 
may actually be that you are an-
gry at God or even yourself. The 
sad part is that in many of these 
incidents, the angriest people are 
also the ones who loudly proclaim 
Jesus as their Lord and savior.

As one who can admit to hav-
ing my own moments of anger, 
I can understand. What I don’t 
understand is how some proudly 
excuse their angry moments non-
chalantly saying, “I’m just pas-
sionate” or “I’m just keeping it 
real.” I think sometimes that what 
is at the root of this anger is our 
entitlement.

For Christians, dealing with 
anger becomes even more com-
plicated because some of us be-

lieve that proclaiming ourselves 
as christians entitle us to a guar-
antee of answered prayers and 
blessings.

In fact, some say that holiness 
is not the biggest challenge for 
christians but that it is effectively 
dealing with the peculiar mixture 
of anger and guilt that some chris-
tians try to hide when prayers 
don’t get answered like we think 
they should.

In the past, it was easy to hide 
behind excessive church work, 
unhealthy eating habits, discon-
nection and addictive behaviors. 
However, with the shifting that 
has taken place with the Covid-19 
pandemic shutdowns, we are 
forced to be with ourselves and be 
honest about how we really feel 
about our lives and those we are 
connected to. Also, we are now 
being forced to “unmask” around 
others that previously we could 
safely keep at a distance through 
work and church obligations.

It is trick of the enemy of God’s 
peace to make us feel angry as if 
we have been cheated out of some-
thing. Anger is almost always 
a sign that there are unresolved 
feelings that need to be dealt with.

Ecclesiastes 7:9 says, “Do not 
hasten in your spirit to be angry, 
For anger rests in the bosom of 
fools.” One way to deal with it is 
to pray honestly to God about how 
we feel and be willing to allow 
Him to heal the broken places.

Shewanda Riley is a Fort 
Worth, Texas based author of 
“Love Hangover: Moving from 
Pain to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to the 
Beat of God’s Heart: A Book of 
Prayers for Writers.” Email pre-
servedbypurpose@gmail.com or 
follow her on Twitter @shewan-
da.

Unrestrained:  
The angry 
christian 

 By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
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Supremes legend Mary Wil-
son is on a crusade that she 
hopes will end with the United 
States Postal Service commem-
orating her late bandmate and 
close friend Florence Ballard 
on a Forever Stamp.

“I get so emotional when I 
speak about Flo,” said Wilson, 
who received a 2020 NNPA 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
during the Black Press of 
America’s recently completed 
virtual convention.

“I’ve been working hard to 
get that recognition for her be-
cause she deserves it.”

Wilson noted that the U.S. 
Postal Service has done a bril-
liant job of issuing commemo-
rative postage stamps about 
iconic pop culture heroes who 
have helped shape the world.

In the past, there have been 
U.S. postage stamps to cele-
brate the lives and accomplish-
ments of several music busi-
ness legends, including Elvis 
Presley, Sarah Vaughn, Patsy 
Cline, Jimi Hendryx, Marvin 
Gaye and Janis Joplin.

Wilson’s quest to get the U.S. 
Postal Service to issue a stamp 
to celebrate Ballard, a found-
ing star of The Supremes, has 
gained momentum.

“We have received a proposal 
from the public, and it will be 
reviewed at our next Citizens’ 
Stamp Advisory Committee 

meeting,” Roy Betts, a U.S. 
Postal Service spokesman, told 
BlackPressUSA.

The U.S. Postal Service and 
the members of the Citizens’ 
Stamp Advisory Committee 
(CSAC) have set specifi c cri-
teria used in determining the 
eligibility of subjects for com-
memoration on all U.S. stamps 
and stationery, Betts added.

Among them are that stamps 
and stationery would primarily 
feature American or American-
related subjects. The Postal 

Service will honor extraordi-
nary and enduring contribu-
tions to American society, his-
tory, culture or environment.

U.S. stamp programs are 
planned and developed two to 
three years in advance and, 
consideration would occur if 
suggestions are submitted three 
or more years in advance of the 
proposed stamp.

In 2018, the Postal Service 
began considering proposals 
for deceased individuals three 
years following their death.

Offi cials noted that the stamp 
program commemorates posi-
tive contributions to American 
life, history, cultur and envi-
ronment.

Born in Detroit in 1943, Bal-
lard was the eighth of Jesse and 
Lurlee Ballard’s thirteen chil-
dren.

Almost from the start, music 
played an essential part in her 
life, according to her biogra-
phy.

Her father was her fi rst 
teacher, and a young Ballard 

displayed a keen interest in his 
music. Jesse Ballard would play 
particular songs and teach his 
daughter to sing them.

Those early lessons made a 
deep impression, and legend 
has it that Florence was soon 
out-singing her father.

Ballard’s musical gift was 
hard to go unnoticed. As she 
grew older, she found an outlet 
for her singing in school music 
classes and choirs.

While in her early teens, Bal-
lard’s career was set in motion.

Two of her neighbors, Ed-
die Kendricks and Paul Wil-
liams, sang in a group called 
the Primes (later to become the 
Temptations). They introduced 
her to manager Milton Jenkins, 
who was so impressed with 
the 14-year-old’s voice that he 
asked her to perform as a solo-
ist along with the Primes. Af-
ter Ballard appeared with the 
group for a few engagements, 
Jenkins knew he had found an 
outstanding talent, her biogra-
phy read.

Since groups were popular 
in the late 1950s, Jenkins sug-
gested that Ballard form a sis-
ter group to the Primes.

Immediately she asked her 
friend, Mary Wilson, to be a 
member of the group. Betty 
McGlown and Mary’s friend, 
Diana Ross, were also recruit-
ed. After gaining their parent’s 
permission, the four teenag-
ers, in the spring of 1959, be-
came offi cially known as the 
Primettes. They began rehears-
als with Ballard as the lead 
singer.

McGlown departed just be-
fore the group found fame at 
Motown with the name, The 
Supremes. Ballard died in 1976 
at the age of 31.

“The memories are so vivid,” 
Wilson said. “Florence Ballard 
was such a wonderful person. 
It’s my sincere hope that we can 
get the Postal Service to honor 
her now.”

COMMUNITY

Our paths crossed in 1965 
in Mississippi. I had seen him 
numerous times on TV, es-
pecially in 1963 at the March 
on Washington. Many activ-
ists spent a lot of time work-
ing in Mississippi, particularly 
in counties where there was a 
high concentration of potential 
unregistered African-Ameri-
can voters. 

In meeting this “Soul Giant,” 
it was obvious that his commit-
ment to the Civil Rights Move-
ment had been clearly defi ned. 
He had suffered much physical 
harm at the hands of a system 
called…the ugliness of racism.

It was also clear to me that 
just as Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., espoused that you cannot 
victimize yourself by hating 
those who perpetrated unequal 
and discriminatory treatment 
of the oppressed, John epito-
mized that philosophy.

John, as he liked to be called, 
was passionate about using his 
voice and his body to obtain 
the right to vote for our people, 
no matter the cost and it was 
extremely costly.

Shortly after the passage of 
the Voting Rights Act in 1965, 
John concentrated his efforts 
on providing funds for blacks 
who were running for political 
offi ce, particularly in counties 
where there was a black major-
ity. He founded The Voter Edu-
cation Project (VEP), for the 
purpose of funding rides to the 
polls on election day(s), as well 

as food for the drivers. It was 
not unusual for John to come 
into my hometown of Canton, 
MS and other towns with funds 
for this purpose. Other times, 
he would send funds to the 
NAACP offi ce where I worked.

When I was elected to the 
position of election commis-
sioner in 1968, VEP provided 
fi nancial assistance to me for 
that purpose. Thanks to John, 
we were able to organize, hire 
and feed drivers to ensure that 
anyone who was registered to 
vote would have the opportu-
nity. After my election, I in-
vited John and Georgia Legis-
lator Julian Bond, as featured 
speakers at the fi rst community 
meeting in the Madison County 

Court House. Incidentally, this 
is the same court house where 
scores of blacks had been in 
some cases, savagely escorted 
and/blocked from attempting 
to register.

During the Meredith March 
in 1966, he was a visible repre-
sentative of Dr. King and oth-
ers during this historic event. 

I wish to credit the Alabama 
Department of Archives and 
History for the photo in this 
story. Annie Divine, known as 
the “Mother of the Movement,” 
is standing on a ladder address-
ing a huge crowd of marchers 
from across the country. They 
were in Canton in support of 
the 1966 march. John, a num-
ber of other supporters and I 

are featured in this photo. Just 
after Divine spoke, I spoke 
from that same ladder.

John and I kept in touch over 
the years. In 2004, he was invit-
ed to keynote the 40th anniver-
sary observance of Mississippi 
Freedom Summer at Miami 
University in Oxford, Ohio. 
As Student Affairs Scholar in 
Residence, it was my honor and 
privilege to introduce him. In 
2018, he was invited to be the 
keynote speaker at New Hope 
Baptist Church during the an-
nual “Back in the Day” Black 
History celebration. I was sur-
prised that he called me per-
sonally to express his regrets 
that he could not attend be-
cause of pressing business “on 

the Hill.”
I will always take with me 

his legacy as a “Soul Giant,” 
because he lived and breathed 
his passion, which was to do 
all he could, while he could to 
elevate the cause of human dig-
nity. Even though like King, he 
was short in stature, his words 
and actions towered well above 
racism, bigotry and hate.

Allow me to suggest how we 
can all honor him, whether your 
paths crossed or not… Let’s go 
to the polls in record numbers 
this November to honor him 
and continue the work he left 
behind. Every generation has 
an assignment. His, C.T. Viv-
ian and Rev. Joseph Lowery, 
all of whom we lost this year 

provided the bridge for us to 
continue to seek justice for all.

One of the best ways to re-
member John is to look and lis-
ten to the young voices who are 
speaking out today for human 
and civil rights. John often 
spoke to youth of all races and 
nationalities and challenged 
them: “Do not get lost in a sea 
of despair. Be hopeful, be op-
timistic. Our struggle is not 
the struggle of a day, a week, a 
month, or a year, it is the strug-
gle of a lifetime. Never, ever be 
afraid to make some noise and 
get in good trouble, necessary 
trouble.”

My life is better and I am 
stronger because our paths 
crossed.

The Honorable Congressman John 

Robert Lewis: “A Soul Giant”

U.S. Postal Service to review stamp 

honoring Supremes Florence Ballard
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By Flonzie Brown Wright
Special to The Mississippi Link

Flonzie Brown Wright (with purse) is waiting to speak while Lewis holds ladder for Annie Devine in Canton, MS John Lewis and Flonzie Brown Wright

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

Wilson’s quest to get the U.S. Postal Service to issue a stamp to celebrate Ballard, a founding star of The Supremes, has gained momentum. PHOTO: THE 
SUPREMES IN HILTON HOTEL, THE NETHERLANDS, 1965. [FROM LEFT:] FLORENCE BALLARD, MARY WILSON AND DIANA ROSS / WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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LEGAL

ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 26 ARTICLE IX OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, GOVERNING 

LANDSCAPING AND TREE STANDARDS.

WHEREAS, Section 26 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, establishes landscaping and tree standards for development; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Jackson fi nds it necessary to amend the landscaping 
and tree standards to accommodate more fl exibility in new construction and 
redevelopment; and

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED as follows:

SECTION 1.  Section 26-448 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Jack-
son Mississippi defi nition of “Vehicular Use Area”, is hereby amended to read 
as follows:

Vehicular use area means that area of development subject to vehicular traf-
fi c including access ways, loading and service areas, areas used for parking, 
storage or display of vehicles, boats or portable construction equipment, and 
all land which vehicles cross over as a function of primary use.

SECTION 2.  Section 26-449 (b) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Jackson Mississippi is hereby amended to read as follows:

As to new developments and vehicular use areas, a common development 
which includes more than one lot shall be treated as one lot for the purposes 
of satisfying this article. Split ownership, planning in phases, construction in 
stages, and/or multiple building permits for a project shall not prevent it from 
being a common development as referred to in this subsection. The fi nal proj-
ect shall comply with this article.

SECTION 3.  Section 26-446-467 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Jackson Mississippi is hereby amended to read as follows:

Sec. 26-464 – Materials for vehicular use areas.
The following standards apply to vehicular use areas:
 • Parking surfaces shall be kept in good repair at all times. The parking sur-
face shall not be allowed to degenerate to a point of disrepair where there 
is loose gravel or potholes, or to a condition where mud or gravel may be 
tracked onto the street.

 • In order to control dust and mud, all vehicle areas must be surfaced with 
a minimum all-weather surface included but not limited to concrete, asphalt, 
pavers, or compacted crushed stone. Alternatives to the specifi ed all-weather 
surface may be provided, subject to approval by the city engineer.

 • Driveway aprons and approaches shall be paved with concrete or asphalt.  
Alternatives to the specifi ed driveways and approaches surface may be pro-
vided, subject to approval by the city engineer if the surfaces provides results 
equivalent to paving.

(4)   Accessible parking spaces and associated pathways shall be paved with 
a hard surface material meeting the standards required by the Americans with 
Disabilities Act

Sec. 26-466.  - Variances.

 • Required circumstances. Where there are unusual circumstances peculiar 
to the site being developed and where a literal application of specifi c provi-
sions of this article would unnecessarily restrict the development of a site and 
result in hardship to the owners or other interested persons, a variance from 
specifi c provisions of this article may be requested.

 • Application; contents; required demonstration. The application requesting a 
variance from the requirements of this article shall include a description of the 
property, the exact nature of the proposed variance, and the grounds upon 
which it is requested. The applicant shall further demonstrate that the grant-
ing of such variance will not adversely affect the properties nor otherwise be 
detrimental to the public welfare.

 • Filing; recommendation of landscape architect to construction board of ad-
justment and appeals; consideration by board. The application shall be fi led 
with the zoning administrator, or designee, for the city. Upon receiving an ap-
plication for a variance, where all required information is supplied, the zoning 
administrator, or designee, shall make a recommendation within ten work-
ing days and forward the application to the construction board of adjustment 
and appeals for their consideration. Within ten working days after the board’s 
receipt of a recommendation by the zoning administrator, or designee, the 
board shall meet to consider the request.

 • Grant or denial. Within ten working days after the board’s meeting, the 
board shall grant or deny the variance in whole or in part. If the board fails to 
take action on the request for the variance within the specifi ed time period, 
such inaction shall be deemed to grant the variance. Every decision of the 
board shall be fi nal, subject, however, to such remedy as any aggrieved party 
may have at law or in equity.

Sec. 26-467. - Enforcement.

Violation by any person of the provisions of this article or failure to comply 
with any of its requirements, after written notifi cation by the zoning adminis-
trator, or designee, of the city of the type, nature, and extent of the violation of 
this article, shall upon conviction thereof, constitute a misdemeanor.

Any person who violates the provisions of this article or fails to comply with 
any of its requirements within days after having been duly notifi ed in writ-
ing, by certifi ed mail, return receipt requested, by the zoning administrator, 
or designee, of the city shall upon conviction thereof, be fi ned not more than 
$1,000.00. Each day such violation continues shall be considered a new and 
separate offense. Nothing herein contained shall prevent the city from taking 
such other lawful action as is necessary to prevent or remedy any violation.

Secs. 26-469—26-490. - Reserved.

SECTION 2. Should any sentence, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase, 
or section of this Article be adjudged or held to be unconstitutional, illegal, or 
invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of this Article as a whole, or any 
part or provision thereof other than the part so decided to be invalid, illegal, or 
unconstitutional, and shall not affect the validity of the Code of Ordinances of 
the City of Jackson, Mississippi, as a whole.

SECTION 3. The preceding amendments and revisions to the Section 26 of 
the Code of Ordinances, City of Jackson, Mississippi, shall be published and 
effective30 days after passage.

Council Member Stamps moved adoption; Council Member Banks seconded.

Yeas – Banks, Foote, Lindsay, Stamps and Tillman.
Nays – None.
Absent – Priester and Stokes.

ATTEST:

Angela Harris
Municipal Clerk

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualifi ed Municipal Clerk and lawful cus-
todian of records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the 
foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at 
its Regular Council Meeting on June 9, 2020 and recorded in Minute Book 
“6R, Pgs. 171-173”.

WITNESS my signature and offi cial seal of offi ce, this the 27th day of July, 
2020.

SEAL                                           Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk

7-30-2020

LEGAL

ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A LEISURE AND RECREATION DISTRICT 
WITHIN THE CORPORATE BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY OF JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI AND DESIGNATE THE GEOGRAPHIC AREAS INCLUDED 

WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF SAID DISTRICT.

WHEREAS, the City of Jackson, Mississippi (the “City”), is a municipal corporation, 
organized and existing according to the laws of the State of Mississippi; and

WHEREAS, during the 2016 Legislative Session, the Mississippi Legislature en-
acted House Bill 1223, effective July 1, 2016, and codifi ed in Miss. Code Ann. § 
67-1-101, which permits and authorizes certain municipalities in the State of Mis-
sissippi to establish “Leisure and Recreation Districts” and to designate the geo-
graphic areas to be included within the district; and

WHEREAS, during the 2018 Legislative Session, the Mississippi Legislature en-
acted Senate Bill 2588, effective July 1, 2018, which amended Miss. Code Ann. 
§ 67-1-101 by providing that the governing authorities of a municipality, by ordi-
nance, may establish one or more leisure and recreation districts within the corpo-
rate boundaries of the municipality and designate the geographic area or areas to 
be included within a district; and

WHEREAS, Miss. Code Ann. § 67-1-101 requires that an Ordinance which es-
tablishes a Leisure and Recreation District include a detailed description of the 
area or areas within the district, the boundaries of the district, and a georeferenced 
map of the district, as well as a description of the manner in which the municipality 
will provide for adequate law enforcement and other public safety measures and 
services within the district; and

WHEREAS, municipalities which create Leisure and Recreation Districts authorize 
business entities that hold alcoholic beverage permits issued by the Department 
of Revenue, and that are located within the boundaries of the designated Leisure 
and Recreation District, to allow patrons to leave the licensed premises with an 
open container of alcohol and to carry and consume alcoholic beverages within the 
designated Leisure and Recreation District; and

WHEREAS, the governing authority of the City has determined and hereby fi nds 
that the City of Jackson would benefi t from the establishment of a Leisure and Rec-
reation District within the Fondren by enhancing pedestrian-oriented areas; and

WHEREAS, the governing authority of the City has further determined that the 
establishment of a Leisure and Recreation District at Fondren would be in the best 
interests of the City; and

WHEREAS, the governing authority of the City has found and determined that 
the manner of current law enforcement is adequate and suffi cient for the area to 
be designated as a Leisure and Recreation District, and the Mayor therefore has 
agreed to direct that the Jackson Police Department continue to provide adequate 
and suffi cient law enforcement and other public safety measures and services as 
stated herein in the City’s Leisure and Recreation District established pursuant to 
this Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, nothing herein is intended to confer any rights or entitlement as the 
sale of alcohol within an area designated as a Leisure and Recreation District is 
a privilege and not a right and is subject at all times to reasonable regulation; and

WHEREAS, subject to Miss. Code Ann. § 67-1-101 and this Ordinance, the City 
hereby establishes a Leisure and Recreation District at Fondren as more fully set 
forth herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, AS FOLLOWS:

 SECTION 1. ADOPTION OF FINDINGS: The matters, facts and things recited 
in the above and foregoing Preamble to this Ordinance be, and they are hereby 
adopted as the offi cial fi ndings of the governing authority of the City.

SECTION 2. TITLE: This ordinance shall be known as ORDINANCE ESTABLISH-
ING FONDREN LEISURE AND RECREATION DISTRICT.

SECTION 3. CREATION AND ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICT: Under the au-
thority granted in Miss. Code Ann. § 67-1-101, the City does hereby establish a 
Leisure and Recreation District in Fondren, within the geographic areas and within 
such boundaries as are set forth and designated herein and as represented on the 
geo-referenced map which is incorporated herein and attached hereto as Exhibit 1. 
The Leisure and Recreation District established herein shall be known as the “Fon-
dren Leisure and Recreation District” (the “District”) and shall have the boundaries 
incorporated herein and attached hereto as Exhibit 2.

SECTION 4. OUTSIDE CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES PER-
MITTED; CONDITIONS: Any on-premises retail alcoholic beverage permittee (a 
“permittee”) located within the District shall comply with all laws, rules and regula-
tions which govern its license type, except that a patron, guest or member of that 
permittee may remove an open container of alcoholic beverage, beer or wine from 
the licensed premises, and may possess and consume such beverage outside of 
the licensed premises anywhere within the boundaries of the District subject to the 
following regulations:

 • Nothing in this Ordinance permits a patron to possess or consume an alcoholic 
beverage, beer or wine in an open container that was not purchased from an on-
premises retail alcohol beverage permittee located within the District.

 • A person may not enter licensed premises with an open container or closed con-
tainer of alcoholic beverage, beer or wine acquired outside the District.

 • A permittee located in the District shall allow alcoholic beverages to be removed 
from the licensed premises only in containers possessing the insignia or indicia of 
a permittee or the District.

 • No permittee shall allow a patron, guest or member to exit its licensed premises 
with more than one open container of an alcoholic beverage, and it shall be unlaw-
ful for any person to exit such licensed premises with more than one such open 
container. Permittees located in the District may allow alcoholic beverages to be 
removed from the licensed premises during the District’s hours of consumption, 
which are during the permittees’ hours of operation.

 • Nothing in this Ordinance shall require a permittee located in the District to allow 
its patrons to remove alcoholic beverages in open containers from the licensed 
premises.
 • Permittees located in the District shall post, at all points of egress from the li-
censed premises, a map of the boundaries of the District in which it is located along 
with an overview of the policies enacted to enforce this Ordinance. The map and 
policies shall be provided, either in electronic or paper form, to those permittees 
upon their request.

 • The purpose of this Ordinance being primarily to allow pedestrians to carry open 
containers as described in this Ordinance within the District, nothing in this ordi-
nance shall be construed to allow patrons, guests, or members of a permittee to 
drive a motor vehicle or non-motor vehicle while carrying an open container of 
alcoholic beverage onto or into such vehicle, and it shall be a violation of this Ordi-
nance for any person to drive a motor vehicle or non-motor vehicle while carrying 
an open container, as described in this Ordinance, containing an alcoholic bever-
age within the District in which it was purchased. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be 
construed to allow patrons, guests or members of a permittee to leave the District 
as a pedestrian or passenger in a motor vehicle or non-motor vehicle of any kind 
while carrying an open container of an alcoholic beverage.

 • Each permittee shall be required to place trash receptacles, consistent with the 
specifi c design approved for the District, at an exit and/or entrance door of the 
licensed premises.
  SECTION 5. OUTSIDE CONSUMPTION OF BEER AND LIGHT WINE PERMIT-
TED; CONDITIONS: Within the boundaries of the District, a permittee may also 
allow beer and light wine to be removed from the licensed premises subject to the 
same regulations and Alcoholic Beverages and Wine. 

SECTION 6. DEFINITION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES: For the purposes of 
this Ordinance, the term “alcoholic beverages” shall mean any alcoholic liquid, in-
cluding wines of more than fi ve percent (5%) of alcohol by weight, capable of being 
consumed as a beverage by a human being, including native wines. Within the 
boundaries of the District, a permittee may allow beer and light wine to be removed 
from the licensed premises as permitted in Section 4 of this Ordinance.
SECTION 7. RESERVATION OF RIGHTS: The City reserves the right to modify 
or repeal this Ordinance, and any district designation created hereunder, upon at 

least thirty days written notice to all permittees located within the District.

SECTION 8. PUBLIC SAFETY MEASURES: The City, by and through its Police 
and Fire Departments, shall provide for adequate law enforcement and other pub-
lic safety measures and services with the District as required by State Law. In addi-
tion, the Police and Fire Department shall provide public safety services within the 
District in the same manner it provides those services in the remainder of the City. 
Nothing in this Ordinance shall amend or change any other ordinance pertaining to 
amplifi ed music, noise, litter or loitering.

SECTION 9. CONFLICTING ORDINANCES: All ordinances or parts thereof in 
confl ict with this Ordinance, to include without limitation, Chapter 10 of the Code 
of Ordinances of the City of Jackson, are hereby declared to be inapplicable within 
the geographic boundaries of the District.

SECTION 10. EFFECTIVE DATE: This ordinance shall be effective upon approval 
as required by law, execution and publication.

Exhibit 1

Exhibit 2
POINT OF BEGINNING: Point of intersection of the east right-of-way line of Oxford 
Avenue and the south right-of-way line of Hartfi eld Street in the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi. 
Thence: Run in an easterly direction along the south right-of-way line of Hartfi eld 
Street to the point of intersection with the west right-of-way line of North State 
Street;
Thence: Run due east to the point of intersection with the east right-of-way line of 
North State Street;
Thence: Run in a southerly direction along the east right-of-way line of North State 
Street to the point of intersection with the north right-of-way line of Duling Avenue;
Thence: Run in an easterly direction along the north right-of-way line of Duling Av-
enue to the point of intersection with the west right-of-way line of Old Canton Road;
Thence: Run due east to the point of intersection with the east right-of-way line of 
Old Canton Road; 
Thence: Run in a southerly direction along the east right-of-way line of North State 
Street to the point of intersection with the north right-of-way line of Lakeland Drive;
Thence; Run easterly along the north right-of-way line of Lakeland Drive to the 
point of intersection with southeast corner of lot 2 of Riverview Park Subdivision;
Thence; Run southerly to the point of intersection with the south right-of-way line 
of Lakeland Drive;
Thence; Run westerly along the south right-of-way line of Lakeland Drive to the 
point of intersection with the east right-of-way line of Old Canton Road;
Thence; Run southerly along the east right-of-way line of Old Canton Road to the 
point of intersection with North State Street.
Thence: Run due west to the west right-of-way line of North State Street;
Thence: Run in a northerly direction along the west right-of-way line of North Street 
to the point of intersection with the south right-of-way line of Taylor Street;
Thence Run in a westerly direction along the south right-of-way line of Taylor Street 
to the point of intersection with the west right-of-way line of Oxford Avenue;
Thence: Run in a northerly direction along the west right-of-way line of Oxford Av-
enue to the point of intersection with the south right-of-way line of Hartfi eld Street;
Thence: Run in a easterly direction to the POINT OF BEGINNING.

And also:
POINT OF BEGINNING: Northwest corner of Lot 2 Fannie Brown Estate Survey.
Thence: Run in an easterly direction 100.36 feet;
Thence: Run in a southeasterly direction 72.6 feet;
Thence: Run in an easterly direction 99.78 feet;
Thence: Run in a northeasterly direction 159.65 feet
Thence: Run in an easterly direction 161 feet;
Thence: Run in a southerly direction 204.09 feet;
Thence: Run in an easterly direction 173.68 feet to west right-of-way line of Old 
Canton Road;
Thence: Run in a southerly direction along west right-of-way line of Old Canton 
Road 172.82 feet to the north right-of-way line of Duling Avenue;
Thence: Run in a westerly direction along the north right-of-way line of Duling Av-
enue to the point of intersection with the east right-of-way line with North State 
Street;
Thence: Run northerly along the east right-of-way line of North State Street 362.45 
to the POINT OF BEGINNING. 
And also: 
POINT OF BEGINNING: Southwest corner of Lot 1 of the Woodland Hills Subdivi-
sion.
Thence: Run in a southerly direction along the east right-of-way line of Old Canton 
Road to the point of intersection with the north right-of-way line of Lakeland Drive;
Thence: Run in an easterly direction along the north right-of-way line of Lakeland 
Drive to the point of intersection with the southeast corner of lot 2 of Riverview 
Park Subdivision;
Thence: Run in a northerly direction 217.2 feet;
Thence: Run in a westerly direction 26 feet;
Thence: Run in a northerly direction 215 feet
Thence: Run in a westerly direction along the south lot lines of Woodland Hills 
Subdivision to the POINT OF BEGINNING.
And also:
POINT OF BEGINNING: Point of intersection of the west right-of-way line of North 
State Street and the south right-of-way line of Taylor Street.
Thence: Run in a westerly direction along the south right-of-way line of Taylor 
Street for 339.6 feet;
Thence: Run in a southerly direction 130 feet;
Thence: Run in an easterly direction 431.2 feet to the east right-of-way line of North 
State Street;
Thence: Run in a northerly direction along the east right-of-way line of North State 
Street to the POINT OF BEGINNING. 
Council Member Banks moved adoption; Council Member Stamps seconded.

Yeas – Banks, Foote, Lindsay, Stamps and Tillman.
Nays – None.
Absent – Priester and Stokes.

ATTEST:

Angela Harris
Municipal Clerk

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualifi ed Municipal Clerk and lawful custodian 
of records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is 
a true and exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its Regular Council 
Meeting on June 9, 2020 and recorded in Minute Book “6R, Pgs. 173-178”.

WITNESS my signature and offi cial seal of offi ce, this the 23rd day of July, 2020.

          SEAL                                           Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk

7-30-2020
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LEGAL

Advertisement for Bids

Sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of Jackson, Mississippi, at 219 
S. President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 or at Post Offi ce Box 17, 
Jackson, Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 PM, local time, Tuesday, August 18, 
2020, at which time they will be publicly opened and read aloud for:

The demolition and cleaning of parcels for the following:
1. 1833 WALTHAM ST.
2. 1720 CAMELLIA DR.
3. 2611 TERRY RD.
4. 614 MCDOWELL RD.
5. 1071 MCDOWELL RD.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivat-
ing and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, 
employment, initiatives, and assistance.  The City encourages all persons, 
corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those 
who seek to contract with the City on various projects and or conduct busi-
ness in the City, to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering 
City residents for employment opportunities. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City.   As 
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a 
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid 
submission, in accordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s Equal 
Business Opportunity (EBO) Ordinance.  Failure to comply with the City’s 
Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded 
an eligible contract.  For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal 
Business Opportunity Program, please contact the Offi ce of Economic De-
velopment at 601-960-1055.  Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications 
and a copy of the program are available at 200 South President Street, Room 
223, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all bidders that in compliance with Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that 
all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this 
invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, 
national origin, sex, or disability in consideration for an award.

Contract Documents may be obtained from and/or examined at the offi ces 
of the Community Improvement Division located at 200 S. President Street, 
Suite 331, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Telephone 601.960.1054. Prospec-
tive bidders may obtain copies of all materials required for bidding purposes.  
There is NO charge for electronic or e-mail copies.  Offi cial bid documents 
can be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.centralbidding.com.  Elec-
tronic bids can be submitted at www.centralbidding.com.  For any questions 
relating to the electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding at 225-
810-4814.

Bid preparation will be in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.  The 
City reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any and all ir-
regularities in respect to any bid submitted or to accept any proposal which is 
deemed most favorable to the City of Jackson.

by: LaTonya Miller, Manager    
Community Improvement Division of Planning and Development 

7-23-2020 7-30-2020

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
BY THE

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
FOR

CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES
IN CONNECTION WITH 

CLEARING, GRUBBING & LEAD CONTAMINATION ASSESSMENT 
SERVICES FOR JMAA SITE 1 AT THE EAST METRO CORRIDOR

 JMAA PROJECT NO. 7000-002-20

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) is seeking electronic bids 
for construction and related services in connection with the Clearing, Grub-
bing and Lead Contamination Assessment Services for JMAA Site 1, 31.7 
acres on the East Metro Corridor (the “Work”).

JMAA will receive electronic sealed submissions only.  All submissions to 
perform the Work will be accepted until Thursday, August 20, 2020 at 4:00 
pm (CST) (the “Bid Deadline”).  Electronic submissions are to be submitted 
via email to Chad Parker, Director of Procurement, via email at cparker@
jmaa.com.  JMAA will also receive hand delivered electronic submissions 
up to the Deadline at JMAA’s administrative offi ces, Suite 300, Main Termi-
nal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 Inter-
national Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208.

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids on Thursday, August 20, 
2020 at 4:35 p.m. (CST) (the “Bid Opening”), in the Staff Conference Room, 
Third Floor of the Main Terminal Building at JAN. JMAA invites Bidders and 
their authorized representatives to be present at the Bid Opening.

The following identifi cation information must be provided with the submis-
sion: (i) Bidder’s company name; (ii) Mississippi Certifi cate of Responsibil-
ity Number; and (iii) the wording: “Clearing, Grubbing & Lead Contamina-
tion Assessment Services for JMAA Site 1, Project No. 7000-002-20.”  If the 
submission is submitted via email, then the information must be provided 
in the email subject line.  If the submission is submitted by hand delivery, 
then the information must be marked on the outside or exterior of the bid 
envelope or container.

JMAA will not consider any submissions, to include bid proposals, amend-
ments to bids, or requests for withdrawal of bids received after the Bid 
Deadline for any reason whatsoever. Information to Bidders relating to this 
Request for Bids (“RFB”) is on fi le and open for public inspection at the 
offi ces of JMAA. 

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest most responsive and responsible 
Bidder as determined by JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in 
the Information for Bidders.  The Information for Bidders contains, among 
other things, a copy of this Advertisement for Bids, Instructions to Bidders, 
and an Agreement to be executed by JMAA and the lowest and most re-
sponsive and responsible Bidder.  Any Addendums issued clarifying and/or 
changing plans and specifi cations; clarifying and/or changing instructions 
in the Instruction to Bidders; and/or answering questions in relation to the 
Instructions to Bidders, including plans and specifi cations, shall become 
part of the Information for Bidders. Plans and specifi cations related to the 
Work are considered part of the Agreement.

The Information for Bidders, including plans and specifi cations, is on fi le 
and open for public inspection at JAN at the following address:

Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport 
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
100 International Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39208
Telephone: (601) 360-8622
Facsimile: (601) 939-3713
Attention: Bonnie Spears, Procurement Specialist 

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifi cations for the Work 
by Addendum issued before the Bid Deadline; to reject any and all bids; to 
waive informalities in the bidding process; and to hold and examine bids for 
up to ninety (90) days before awarding the Contract to perform the Work.

If it becomes necessary to revise any aspect of this Request for Bids or to 
provide additional information to Bidders, JMAA will issue one or more Ad-
denda by posting on JMAA’s website (https://jmaa.com/corporate/partner-
with-us/procurement/).  JMAA will also endeavor to deliver a copy of each 
Addendum, to all persons on record with JMAA as receiving a copy of the 
Information for Bidders, via email.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 0% for the Work solicited 
by this RFB.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

7-23-2020 7-30-2020
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LEGAL

Advertisement for Bid
Bid 3147 JPS High School Libraries and Academies Renovations 

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bids will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 
662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevail-
ing Time) August 26, 2020, at which time and place they will be publicly opened 
and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the project JPS High School 
Libraries and Academies Renovations will be held at The Offi ces of JBHM Ar-
chitects, P.A, 308 E. Pearl St, Suite 300, Jackson, MS 39201, on July 30 2020 
at 2:00 P.M.  Attendance at the pre-bid conference is not mandatory but strongly 
encouraged. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, 
to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for 
forty-fi ve calendar days from the date bids are opened.  

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.jpsdm-
sprojects.com.  A $500.00 Non-refundable deposit shall be required on each 
printed set of bid specs/documents. A $100.00 Nonrefundable deposit shall be 
required on each digital PDF set of bid specs/documents.  Documents must be 
purchased through the website. All plan holders are required to have a valid 
email address for registration. Questions regarding website registration and on-
line orders, please contact Plan House Printing, 607 W. Main Street, Tupelo, MS 
38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid documents please contact John 
McBride AIA at JBHM Architects, P.A, Phone: 601-352-2699 or Email: jmcbride@
jbhm.com   

7-23-2020 7-30-2020
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DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received electronically via MAGIC or physically delivered to 
the offi ce of the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management, 
501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, 09/01/2020 , for:

RE: GS# 371-162 Children’s Museum Flooring 
Department of Finance and Administration
RFx #:3160003788       

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

Professional: Canizaro  Cawthon  Davis, A Professional Association 
Address:     129 South President Street
  Jackson, Mississippi 39201
Phone:  601-948-7337
Email:                   trisha@ccdarchitects.com

A deposit of $75.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregulari-
ties and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be avail-
able for bidders use at the bid site.

Calvin R. Sibley, Bureau Director
Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management

7-30-2020 8-6-2020
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Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes gov-
erning the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle will be sold 
for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

1999 Ford Mustang   1FAFP4048XF136406
Registered to Ware Tracy  
Credit Plan of Greenwood, Inc., Lien Holder
Date of Sale:  August 14, 2020

Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services; 6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, MS 
39213

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and all 
bids.    Time: 10:00 A.M.

7-30-2020, 8-6-2020, 8-13-2020
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Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes gov-
erning the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle will be sold 
for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

2007 Honda Sedan   1HGCM66517A040343
Registered to Gilmore, Porsche
Credit Acceptance Corp., Lien Holder
Date of Sale:  August 14, 2020

Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services; 6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, MS 
39213

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and all 
bids.    Time: 10:00 A.M.

7-30-2020, 8-6-2020, 8-13-2020
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Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes gov-
erning the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle will be sold 
for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

2009 Toyota Camry   4T1BE46K89U826591
Registered to Scott Michael                        
Members Exchange Credit Union., Lien Holder
Date of Sale:  August 14, 2020

Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services; 6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, MS 
39213

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and all 
bids.    Time: 10:00 A.M.

7-30-2020, 8-6-2020, 8-13-2020
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Offi ce of Jackson, the bid must be 
stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, August 18, 2020, at which time said bids will 
be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City 
Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

75070-081820 12-Month Supply of Ready-Mix Concrete

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV

The above must comply with the City’s specifi cations.   Copies of proposal forms 
can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, 
Room 604, Hood Building, and Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of bid speci-
fi cations are fi led with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House 
Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public 
Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal 
business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-
condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed 
and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid 
submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City 
of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.   Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance 
shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible con-
tract.  For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Offi ce 
of Economic Development at (601)960-1638.   Copies of the EBO Ordinance, 
EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the 
Offi ce of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, 
and Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.   The City also reserves 
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  Bid 
awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price 
in accordance with specifi cations.  The award could be according to the lowest 
cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any 
proposal.  Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid proposal.   
In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to 
award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, 
statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form.  Absence of such 
statement means the City will make that determination during the bid review.

Destiney Williams Purchasing Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1533 or 1025
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Advertisement for Bid
Bid 3146 Capital City Restroom Renovations 

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bids will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) August 25, 2020, at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the project Capital 
City Restroom Renovations will be held at 2221 Boling Street, on August 14, 
2020 at 11:00 A.M.  Attendance at the pre-bid conference is not mandatory 
but strongly encouraged. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any 
bid if approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date bids are opened.  

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.jps-
dmsprojects.com.  A $100.00 Non-refundable deposit shall be required on 
each printed set of bid specs/documents. A $100.00 Nonrefundable deposit 
shall be required on each digital PDF set of bid specs/documents.  Docu-
ments must be purchased through the website. All plan holders are required 
to have a valid email address for registration. Questions regarding website 
registration and online orders, please contact Plan House Printing, 607 W. 
Main Street, Tupelo, MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid 
documents please contact Krystal Lamm at Duvall Decker,  Phone: 601-713-
1128 or Email: klamm@duvalldecker.com. 

7-23-2020, 7-30-2020

LEGAL

PUBLIC NOTICE

 The City of Jackson, Mississippi is considering Amendment Number 3 to its 
2015-2019 Five Year (5 YR) Consolidated Plan and Amendment Number 2 to 
the 2019 One-Year Action Plan of the Consolidated Plan by:

 • Increasing available funding to include CARES Act funding awarded to the 
City of Jackson in the following amounts:
 • Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) - $1,444,552
 • Include projects to expend the CARES Act funding in preparing, preventing 
and responding to the Coronavirus. 

Comments regarding the proposed amendment may be emailed to OHCD@
jacksonms.gov.  Comments will be accepted until 5:00 p.m., August 5, 2020.

At the conclusion of the public comment period, unless there are objec-
tions from the general public, this Amendment will be considered adopted, 
however, if there are any objections from the public, these objections will be 
presented to the City Council for consideration prior to the adoption of the 
Amendment.

7-30-2020
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Request for Proposal (RFP)#2020-03
Mobility Services Technology

The City of Jackson (the “City”), through its Department of Planning and Development, 
Offi ce of Transportation, is soliciting bids for a modern software solution for the man-
agement of demand response transportation. It can be securely accessed via standard 
web browsers and should incorporate industry-leading tools to effectively monitor op-
erational processes and resources. The selected Proposal will be for intuitive, easy 
to use GIS-based scheduling and dispatch software that accurately selects the most 
appropriate vehicle/run to place reservations using a batch scheduling process that 
improves overall on-time performance. The City of Jackson must also have the option 
of purchasing Mobile Data Computers or Tablets as a part of this project.

Interested fi rms may obtain a copy of a detailed Request for Proposals, and any pro-
posal addenda by emailing mguice@jacksonms.gov. Offi cial proposal documents can 
be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.centralbidding.com. Please reference 
RFP#2020-03.

Six copies of the offeror’s Proposal together with a PDF fi le of the Proposal on a fl ash 
drive shall be deposited with the City of Jackson, Offi ce of City Clerk at 219 South 
President Street, Jackson, MS 39205 until Tuesday, August 4, 2020 by 3:30 pm, Central 
Standard Time (CST). Electronic bids and/or reverse auction bids can be submitted at 
www.centralbidding.com. For any questions relating to the electronic bidding process, 
please call Central Bidding at 225-810-4814. Submittals received after the spefi cied 
date and time shall not be accepted.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public con-
tracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business oppor-
tunity for all persons doing business with the City As a pre- condition to selection, each 
proposer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan 
with the proposal submission, in accordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s 
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with the City’s 
Executive Order shall disqualify a proposer from being awarded an eligible contract. For 
more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please 
contact the Division of Equal Business Opportunity at 601-960-1856. Copies of the City 
of Jackson’s Executive Order,EBOPlanApplications,andacopyoftheprogramareavailab
leatthefollowinglocation: 200SouthPresident Street, Room 223, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi is committed to cultivating and ensuring the quality of 
life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance. 
The City of Jackson encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing busi-
ness within the City of Jackson, as well as those who seek to contract with the City 
of Jackson on various projects and/or conduct business in Jackson to assist the City 
of Jackson in achieving its goal by strongly considering City of Jackson residents for 
employment opportunities.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and to waive any 
informalities or irregularities therein.

7-2-2020, 7-9-2020, 7-16-2020, 7-23-2020, 7-30-2020, 

LEGAL

Advertisement for RFPs
RFP 2020-15 Pre-Kindergarten - Eighth Grade On-line Supplemental 

Music Program
RFP 2020-16 JPSD Teacher Certifi cation Program

Sealed, written formal rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time), August 06, 2020 at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any 
and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if 
approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date rfps are opened.  

Proposal forms and detailed specifi cations may be obtained free of charge by 
emailing jewalker@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents 
may be picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS website at 
www.jackson.k12.ms.us. 

7-23-2020, 7-30-2020
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PUBLIC NOTICE

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS & RECREATION

  
SECURITY CAMERA / ALARM INSTALLATION

 & MONITORING SERVICES

SECTION I. – INTRODUCTION / INVITATION

 The City of Jackson, Department of Parks and Recreation is seeking assistance 
from professional security companies desiring to provide security camera and/or 
alarm system installation and monitoring services at the following City of Jackson 
facilities located in Jackson, Mississippi.  Interested professional security compa-
nies are hereby invited to submit a response to this request in accordance with the 
requirements set forth herein.

Submittal Deadline:  Three (3) sealed bid packets must be received by the City 
Clerk of Jackson, Mississippi, at 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi  
39201 or at Post Offi ce Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi  39205, until 3:30 p.m., CST, 
August 25, 2020. 

Electronic Bid Submittal:  This RFP is also being posted on the Central Bidding 
website at:  https://www.centralauctionhouse.com/main.php.  You may submit 
your bid electronically through this provider.

To Obtain Packets: Packets may also be secured by emailing Patrice Bernard at   
pbernard@jacksonms.gov.  If a response is not received with 24 hours, it is the 
responsibility of the requester to call Ms.  Bernard at 601-960-0716, to confi rm 
receipt of the RFP request.
Bid Advertisement Dates:    The bid advertises July 30, 2020 and August 6, 2020.

Pre-Bid Conference:  A pre-bid conference will be held on August 12, 2020, at 
1:30 p.m., local time, via Lifesize Video Conferencing.  (Instructions shown below.)
 • To gain access to the video conference and join the meeting:  https://call.life-
sizecloud.com/2973481
 • If you do not have a Lifesize Cloud account, please sign-in by using the guest 
account as shown below.   The Lifesize Cloud software can be downloaded to any 
device from this link: 
 •  https://call.lifesizecloud.com/download
 • Join the meeting: https://call.lifesizecloud.com/2973481 
 • Call in by Phone or Mobile (audio only)
 • United States: +1 (312) 584-2401
 • Meeting extension: 2973481#
Bid Opening Date:  Tuesday, August 25, 2020, at 3:30 p.m. CST. - Three (3) bids 
must be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly marked as:  Department of Parks 
& Recreation, Security Camera / Alarm Installation & Monitoring Services.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and to waive 
irregularities and informalities in the submittal and evaluation process.  This RFP 
does not obligate the City of Jackson to pay any costs incurred by respondents 
in the preparation and submission of a proposal.  The City reserves the right to 
negotiate equipment specifi cations regardless of the proposal design.  Further-
more, the RFP does not obligate the City to accept or contract for any expressed 
or implied services.

Ison B. Harris, Jr., Director  
Department of Parks and Recreation  

Dr. Robert Blaine, Chief Administrative 
Offi cer (CAO)
Offi ce of the Mayor

7-30-2020  8-6-2020

LEGAL

Advertisement for Bid

Bid 3145 New Press Box and Ticket Booth for South Jackson
Football Field 

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) Tuesday, August 21, 2020, at which time and place they 
will be publicly opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference concerning 
the project for South Jackson Football Field will be held at Forest Hill High 
School, 2607 Raymond Road, Jackson, MS on August 7, 2020 at 10:30 A.M.  
Attendance at the pre-bid conference is not mandatory but strongly encour-
aged. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to 
waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for 
forty-fi ve calendar days from the date bids are opened.  

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.jpsdm-
sprojects.com.  A $150.00 Non-refundable deposit shall be required on each 
set of bid specs/documents and must be purchased through the website. 
All plan holders are required to have a valid email address for registration. 
Questions regarding website registration and online orders, please contact 
Plan House Printing, 607 W. Main Street, Tupelo, MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. 
Questions regarding bid documents please contact Nick Jackson at M3A Ar-
chitecture, PLLC Phone: 601-981-1227 or Email: njackson@m3aarch.com.   

7-23-2020, 7-30-2020
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ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A LEISURE AND RECREATION DISTRICT 
WITHIN THE CORPORATE BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY OF JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI AND DESIGNATE THE GEOGRAPHIC AREAS INCLUDED 

WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF SAID DISTRICT.

WHEREAS, the City of Jackson, Mississippi (the “City”), is a municipal corporation, 
organized and existing according to the laws of the State of Mississippi; and

  WHEREAS, during the 2016 Legislative Session, the Mississippi Legislature en-
acted House Bill 1223, effective July 1, 2016, and codifi ed in Miss. Code Ann. § 67-1-
101, which permits and authorizes certain municipalities in the State of Mississippi to 
establish “Leisure and Recreation Districts” and to designate the geographic areas to 
be included within the district; and

WHEREAS, during the 2018 Legislative Session, the Mississippi Legislature enacted 
Senate Bill 2588, effective July 1, 2018, which amended Miss. Code Ann. § 67-1-
101 by providing that the governing authorities of a municipality, by ordinance, may 
establish one or more leisure and recreation districts within the corporate boundaries 
of the municipality and designate the geographic area or areas to be included within 
a district; and

WHEREAS, Miss. Code Ann. § 67-1-101 requires that an Ordinance which estab-
lishes a Leisure and Recreation District include a detailed description of the area or 
areas within the district, the boundaries of the district, and a georeferenced map of 
the district, as well as a description of the manner in which the municipality will provide 
for adequate law enforcement and other public safety measures and services within 
the district; and

WHEREAS, municipalities which create Leisure and Recreation Districts authorize 
business entities that hold alcoholic beverage permits issued by the Department of 
Revenue, and that are located within the boundaries of the designated Leisure and 
Recreation District, to allow patrons to leave the licensed premises with an open con-
tainer of alcohol and to carry and consume alcoholic beverages within the designated 
Leisure and Recreation District; and

WHEREAS, the governing authority of the City has determined and hereby fi nds that 
the City of Jackson would benefi t from the establishment of a Leisure and Recreation 
District within the Belhaven Town Center by enhancing pedestrian-oriented areas; 
and

WHEREAS, the governing authority of the City has further determined that the estab-
lishment of a Leisure and Recreation District at Belhaven Town Center would be in 
the best interests of the City; and

WHEREAS, the governing authority of the City has found and determined that the 
manner of current law enforcement is adequate and suffi cient for the area to be des-
ignated as a Leisure and Recreation District, and the Mayor therefore has agreed to 
direct that the Jackson Police Department continue to provide adequate and suffi cient 
law enforcement and other public safety measures and services as stated herein in 
the City’s Leisure and Recreation District established pursuant to this Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, nothing herein is intended to confer any rights or entitlement as the sale 
of alcohol within an area designated as a Leisure and Recreation District is a privilege 
and not a right and is subject at all times to reasonable regulation; and

WHEREAS, subject to Miss. Code Ann. § 67-1-101 and this Ordinance, the City 
hereby establishes a Leisure and Recreation District at Belhaven Town Center as 
more fully set forth herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, AS FOLLOWS:

 SECTION 1. ADOPTION OF FINDINGS: The matters, facts and things recited in the 
above and foregoing Preamble to this Ordinance be, and they are hereby adopted as 
the offi cial fi ndings of the governing authority of the City.

 SECTION 2. TITLE: This ordinance shall be known as ORDINANCE ESTABLISH-
ING BELHAVEN TOWN CENTER LEISURE AND RECREATION DISTRICT.

SECTION 3. CREATION AND ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICT: Under the authority 
granted in Miss. Code Ann. § 67-1-101, the City does hereby establish a Leisure and 
Recreation District in Belhaven Town Center, within the geographic areas and within 
such boundaries as are set forth and designated herein and as represented on the 
geo-referenced map which is incorporated herein and attached hereto as Exhibit 1. 
The Leisure and Recreation District established herein shall be known as the “Bel-
haven Town Center Leisure and Recreation District” (the “District”) and shall have the 
boundaries incorporated herein and attached hereto as Exhibit 2.

SECTION 4. OUTSIDE CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES PERMIT-
TED; CONDITIONS: Any on-premises retail alcoholic beverage permittee (a “per-
mittee”) located within the District shall comply with all laws, rules and regulations 
which govern its license type, except that a patron, guest or member of that permittee 
may remove an open container of alcoholic beverage, beer or wine from the licensed 
premises, and may possess and consume such beverage outside of the licensed 
premises anywhere within the boundaries of the District subject to the following regu-
lations:

 • Nothing in this Ordinance permits a patron to possess or consume an alcoholic 
beverage, beer or wine in an open container that was not purchased from an on-
premises retail alcohol beverage permittee located within the District.

 • A person may not enter licensed premises with an open container or closed con-
tainer of alcoholic beverage, beer or wine acquired outside the District.

 • A permittee located in the District shall allow alcoholic beverages to be removed 
from the licensed premises only in containers possessing the insignia or indicia of a 
permittee or the District.

 • No permittee shall allow a patron, guest or member to exit its licensed premises with 
more than one open container of an alcoholic beverage, and it shall be unlawful for 
any person to exit such licensed premises with more than one such open container. 
Permittees located in the District may allow alcoholic beverages to be removed from 
the licensed premises during the District’s hours of consumption, which are during the 
permittees’ hours of operation.
 • Nothing in this Ordinance shall require a permittee located in the District to al-
low its patrons to remove alcoholic beverages in open containers from the licensed 
premises.

 • Permittees located in the District shall post, at all points of egress from the licensed 
premises, a map of the boundaries of the District in which it is located along with an 
overview of the policies enacted to enforce this Ordinance. The map and policies shall 
be provided, either in electronic or paper form, to those permittees upon their request.

 • The purpose of this Ordinance being primarily to allow pedestrians to carry open 
containers as described in this Ordinance within the District, nothing in this ordinance 
shall be construed to allow patrons, guests, or members of a permittee to drive a 
motor vehicle or non-motor vehicle while carrying an open container of alcoholic bev-
erage onto or into such vehicle, and it shall be a violation of this Ordinance for any 
person to drive a motor vehicle or non-motor vehicle while carrying an open container, 
as described in this Ordinance, containing an alcoholic beverage within the District 
in which it was purchased. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to allow pa-
trons, guests or members of a permittee to leave the District as a pedestrian or pas-
senger in a motor vehicle or non-motor vehicle of any kind while carrying an open 
container of an alcoholic beverage.

 • Each permittee shall be required to place trash receptacles, consistent with the spe-
cifi c design approved for the District, at an exit and/or entrance door of the licensed 
premises.
 SECTION 5. OUTSIDE CONSUMPTION OF BEER AND LIGHT WINE PERMIT-
TED; CONDITIONS: Within the boundaries of the District, a permittee may also allow 
beer and light wine to be removed from the licensed premises subject to the same 
regulations and Alcoholic Beverages and Wine. 

SECTION 6. DEFINITION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES: For the purposes of this 
Ordinance, the term “alcoholic beverages” shall mean any alcoholic liquid, including 
wines of more than fi ve percent (5%) of alcohol by weight, capable of being con-
sumed as a beverage by a human being, including native wines. Within the boundar-
ies of the District, a permittee may allow beer and light wine to be removed from the 
licensed premises as permitted in Section 4 of this Ordinance.

SECTION 7. RESERVATION OF RIGHTS: The City reserves the right to modify or 
repeal this Ordinance, and any district designation created hereunder, upon at least 
thirty days written notice to all permittees located within the District.

SECTION 8. PUBLIC SAFETY MEASURES: The City, by and through its Police and 
Fire Departments, shall provide for adequate law enforcement and other public safety 
measures and services with the District as required by State Law. In addition, the Po-
lice and Fire Department shall provide public safety services within the District in the 
same manner it provides those services in the remainder of the City. Nothing in this 
Ordinance shall amend or change any other ordinance pertaining to amplifi ed music, 
noise, litter or loitering.

SECTION 9. CONFLICTING ORDINANCES: All ordinances or parts thereof in con-
fl ict with this Ordinance, to include without limitation, Chapter 10 of the Code of Or-
dinances of the City of Jackson, are hereby declared to be inapplicable within the 
geographic boundaries of the District.

SECTION 10. EFFECTIVE DATE: This ordinance shall be effective upon approval as 
required by law, execution and publication.

Exhibit 1

Exhibit 2

POINT OF BEGINNING:  Point of intersection of the south right-of-way line of Man-
ship Street and the east right-of-way line of North Street in the City of Jackson, Mis-
sissippi.
Thence: Run in a easterly direction along the south right-of-way line of Manship Street 
to the point of intersection of the west right-of-way line of North Jefferson Street;
Thence: Run in a southerly direction along the west right-of-way line of North Jeffer-
son Street to the point of intersection of the north right-of-way line of Carlisle Street;
Thence: Run in a westerly direction along the north right-of-way line Carlisle Street to 
the point of intersection of the east right-of-way line of North Street;
Thence: Run in a northerly direction along the east right-of-way line of North Street to 
the POINT OF BEGINNING.

President Lindsay moved adoption; Council Member Banks seconded.

Yeas – Banks, Foote, Lindsay, Stamps and Tillman.
Nays – None.
Absent – Priester and Stokes.

ATTEST:

Angela Harris
Municipal Clerk

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualifi ed Municipal Clerk and lawful custodian of 
records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is a true 
and exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its Regular Council Meeting 
on June 9, 2020 and recorded in Minute Book “6R, Pgs. 178-182”.

WITNESS my signature and offi cial seal of offi ce, this the 23rd day of July, 2020.

          SEAL                                           Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk

7-30-2020



COMPUTER AND IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 8 3 3 -9 9 2 -0 2 2 8 (M-F 8 am-
6 pm ET)
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN TRAINING
PROGRAMS From Ultimate Medical
Academy Offer Quality Healthcare
Education to Students 1 0 0 % online.-
Ultimate Medical Academy: 1 -8 6 6 -6 6 4 -
4 1 4 0
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Office
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained,
Certified & ready to work in months! Call
8 3 3 -9 9 2 -0 2 2 8 . (M-F 8 am-6 pm ET)

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind
paying your MORTGAGE? Denied a
Loan Modification? Is the bank threaten-
ing foreclosure? CALL Homeowner's
Relief Line now for Help! 8 5 5 -9 4 7 -2 9 7 0

ENJOY 1 0 0 % GUARANTEED, deliv-
ered to-the-door Omaha Steaks! Get 4
FREE Burgers Order The Griller's Bundle -
ONLY $7 9 .9 9 . Call 1 -8 5 5 -3 9 8 -5 9 7 7
mention code: 6 3 2 8 1 CMC or visit
www.omahasteaks.com/family2 3 0
GENERAC STANDBY GENERATORS.
The weather is increasingly unpredictable.
Be prepared for power outages. FREE 7 -
year extended warranty ($6 9 5 value).
Schedule your in-home assessment today.
Call 1 -8 4 4 -3 1 6 -8 6 3 0 . Special financing
for qualified customers.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for (3 5 0 ) procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount plan. (Don’t
wait!) Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
www.dental5 0 plus.com/mspress #6 2 5 8

ATTENTION SMALL BUSINESS OWN-
ERS! Are you protected in case of prop-
erty damage or if you have an interrup-
tion in service due to a property event?
Business Owner Property insurance IS
AFFORDABLE and WILL PROTECT YOU
when the unexpected happens! For free
quote, call 8 5 5 -9 3 3 -1 2 6 7 (M-F 7 :3 0 am-
9 :3 0 pm ET)
AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$ 4 9 / MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save! Call: 8 3 3 -6 7 8 -0 5 0 0
UP TO $ 1 5 ,0 0 0 .0 0 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay funer-
al and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 8 4 4 -
4 3 9 -8 4 4 7 or visit
www.Life5 5 plus.info/ms

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money
on your diabetic supplies! Convenient
home shipping for monitors, test strips,
insulin pumps, catheters and more! To
learn more, call now! 8 7 7 -3 6 8 -0 6 2 8
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 5 0 Pills
SPECIAL $9 9 .0 0 FREE Shipping! 1 0 0 %
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 8 4 4 -8 2 1 -3 2 4 2

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 8 5 5 -4 0 0 -8 2 6 3
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-
ING available with one-call order serv-
ice. Mississippi Press Services, 6 0 1 -9 8 1 -
3 0 6 0 .

DIRECTV - Switch and Save!
$ 3 9 .9 9 /month. Select All-Included
Package. 1 5 5 Channels. 1 0 0 0 s of
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE Genie
HD DVR Upgrade. Premium movie chan-
nels, FREE for 3 mos! Call 1 -8 5 5 -9 7 8 -
3 1 1 0

DISH NETWORK. $ 5 9 .9 9 for 1 9 0
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$1 9 .9 9 /mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $1 0 0 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1 -
8 7 7 -6 2 8 -3 1 4 3

DENIED SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILI-
TY? Appeal! If you're 5 0 +, filed for SSD
and denied, our attorneys can help get
you approved! No money out of pocket!
Call 6 0 1 -2 0 3 -3 8 2 6

Week of July 2 6 , 2 0 2 0

M e d ic a l S u p p lie s

S e r v ic e s - G e n e r a l

S e r v ic e s - L e g a l

M is c e lla n e o u s

I n s u r a n c e

C la s s e s / T r a in in g

F o r S a le

I n s u r a n c e

F in a n c ia l

S e r v ic e s - G e n e r a l

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE

In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060
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SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!
844-316-8630

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid March 16, 2020 - Sept 6, 2020

UR FREE IN-HOME UR FREE IN-HOME UR FREE IN-HOME UR FREE IN-HOME 

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!
844-316-8630

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid March 16, 2020 - Sept 6, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!
844-316-8630

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Offer valid March 16, 2020 - Sept 6, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  

PASS
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3 .5 5 6 x4
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FROM
$1,649*

$1,399*

TM

1-888-593-0114
Promo code N7017

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal 
surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 9/30/20. Other terms & 
conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Go back in time for a 10-day trip through ancient Greece. Start with 
3 days in Athens, where you will visit the Parthenon, the Acropolis 
and Acropolis Museum, and more, after meeting your fellow 
travelers at a welcome dinner. Then it’s on to 2 of the most popular 
Greek islands—Mykonos, famous for its windmills, whitewashed 
buildings and domed churches; and Santorini, named by numerous 
publications as the world’s top island. Return to Athens by ferry for 
your final night in Greece.

10 days, departs April - September 2021

GREECE & HER ISLANDS
Athens • Mykonos • Santorini

FROM
$1,649*

$1,399*

TM

1-888-593-0114
Promo code N7017

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal 
surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 9/30/20. Other terms & 
conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Go back in time for a 10-day trip through ancient Greece. Start with 
3 days in Athens, where you will visit the Parthenon, the Acropolis 
and Acropolis Museum, and more, after meeting your fellow 
travelers at a welcome dinner. Then it’s on to 2 of the most popular 
Greek islands—Mykonos, famous for its windmills, whitewashed 
buildings and domed churches; and Santorini, named by numerous 
publications as the world’s top island. Return to Athens by ferry for 
your final night in Greece.

10 days, departs April - September 2021

GREECE & HER ISLANDS
Athens • Mykonos • Santorini

FROM
$1,649*

$1,399*

TM

1-888-593-0114
Promo code N7017

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal 
surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 9/30/20. Other terms & 
conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Go back in time for a 10-day trip through ancient Greece. Start with 
3 days in Athens, where you will visit the Parthenon, the Acropolis 
and Acropolis Museum, and more, after meeting your fellow 
travelers at a welcome dinner. Then it’s on to 2 of the most popular 
Greek islands—Mykonos, famous for its windmills, whitewashed 
buildings and domed churches; and Santorini, named by numerous 
publications as the world’s top island. Return to Athens by ferry for 
your final night in Greece.

10 days, departs April - September 2021

GREECE & HER ISLANDS
Athens • Mykonos • Santorini
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Search thousands of government 
public notices published in dozens of 
Mississippi newspapers — all in one 

convenient location. 

Search thousands of government public 
notices published in dozens of 

Mississippi newspapers — all in one 
convenient location. 

Search thousands of government 
public notices published in dozens 

of Mississippi newspapers 
— all in one convenient location. 

MSPUBLICNOTICES.ORG MSPUBLICNOTICES.ORG
A free service of the Mississippi Press Association

and your local newspaper
A free service of the Mississippi Press Association

and your local newspaper
A free service of the Mississippi Press Association

and your local newspaper
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
BY THE

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
FOR

SERVICES AND RELATED WORK
IN CONNECTION WITH 

EAST PERIMETER FENCE TREE & BRUSH REMOVAL PROJECT
AT THE

HAWKINS FIELD AIRPORT
(JMAA PROJECT NO. 12500-001-20-A)

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) is seeking electronic bids for construc-
tion and related services in connection with the East Perimeter Fence Tree & Brush 
Removal Project at the Hawkins Field Airport (the “Work”).

JMAA will receive electronic sealed submissions only.  All submissions to perform the 
Work will be accepted until Thursday, August 20, 2020 at 4:00 pm (CST) (the “Bid Dead-
line”).  Electronic submissions are to be submitted via email to Chad Parker, Director of 
Procurement, via email at cparker@jmaa.com.  JMAA will also receive hand delivered 
electronic submissions up to the Deadline at JMAA’s administrative offi ces, Suite 300, 
Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 Interna-
tional Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208.

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids on Thursday, August 20, 2020 at 5:05 
p.m. (CST) (the “Bid Opening”), in the Staff Conference Room, Third Floor of the Main 
Terminal Building at JAN. JMAA invites Bidders and their authorized representatives to 
be present at the Bid Opening.

The following identifi cation information must be provided with the submission: (i) Bid-
der’s company name; and (ii) the wording: “East Perimeter Fence Tree & Brush Re-
moval Project at HKS, Project No. 12500-001-20-A.”  If the submission is submitted via 
email, then the information must be provided in the email subject line.  If the submission 
is submitted by hand delivery, then the information must be marked on the outside or 
exterior of the bid envelope or container.

JMAA will not consider any submissions, to include bid proposals, amendments to bids, 
or requests for withdrawal of bids received after the Bid Deadline for any reason whatso-
ever. Information to Bidders relating to this Request for Bids (“RFB”) is on fi le and open 
for public inspection at the offi ces of JMAA. 

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest most responsive and responsible Bidder as de-
termined by JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Information for Bidders.  
The Information for Bidders contains, among other things, a copy of this Advertisement 
for Bids, Instructions to Bidders, and an Agreement to be executed by JMAA and the 
lowest and most responsive and responsible Bidder.  Any Addendums issued clarify-
ing and/or changing plans and specifi cations; clarifying and/or changing instructions in 
the Instruction to Bidders; and/or answering questions in relation to the Instructions to 
Bidders, including plans and specifi cations, shall become part of the Information for Bid-
ders. Plans and specifi cations related to the Work are considered part of the Agreement.

The Information for Bidders, including plans and specifi cations, is on fi le and open for 
public inspection at JAN at the following address:

Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport 
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
100 International Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39208
Telephone: (601) 664-3516
Facsimile: (601) 939-3713
Attention: Chad G Parker, Director of Procurement

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifi cations for the Work by Ad-
dendum issued before the Bid Deadline; to reject any and all bids; to waive informalities 
in the bidding process; and to hold and examine bids for up to ninety (90) days before 
awarding the Contract to perform the Work.

If it becomes necessary to revise any aspect of this Request for Bids or to provide ad-
ditional information to Bidders, JMAA will issue one or more Addenda by posting on 
JMAA’s website (https://jmaa.com/corporate/partner-with-us/procurement/).  JMAA will 
also endeavor to deliver a copy of each Addendum, to all persons on record with JMAA 
as receiving a copy of the Information for Bidders, via email.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 0% for the Work solicited by this RFB.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
7-23-2020, 7-30-2020
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
BY THE

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY FOR
CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES

IN CONNECTION WITH
THE REHABILITATION OF TAXIWAY DELTA PROJECT AT THE

HAWKINS FIELD AIRPORT
(JMAA PROJECT NO. 009-16)

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) is seeking electronic bids for construc-
tion and related services in connection with the Rehabilitation of Taxiway Delta Project at 
the Hawkins Field Airport (the “Work”).

JMAA will receive electronic sealed submissions only. All submissions to perform the 
Work will be accepted until Thursday, August 20, 2020 at 4:00 pm (CST) (the “Bid Dead-
line”). Electronic submissions are to be submitted via email to Chad Parker, Director of 
Procurement, via email at cparker@jmaa.com. JMAA will also receive hand delivered 
electronic submissions up to the Deadline at JMAA’s administrative offi ces, Suite 300, 
Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 Interna-
tional Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208.

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids on Thursday, August 20, 2020 at 4:05 
p.m. (CST) (the “Bid Opening”), in the Staff Conference Room, Third Floor of the Main 
Terminal Building at JAN. JMAA invites Bidders and their authorized representatives to 
be present at the Bid Opening.

The following identifi cation information must be provided with the submission: (i) Bid-
der’s company name; (ii) Mississippi Certifi cate of Responsibility Number; and (iii) the 
wording: “Rehabilitation of Taxiway Delta Project at HKS, Project No. 009-16.” If the 
submission is submitted via email, then the information must be provided in the email 
subject line. If the submission is submitted by hand delivery, then the information must 
be marked on the outside or exterior of the bid envelope or container.

JMAA will not consider any submissions, to include bid proposals, amendments to bids, 
or requests for withdrawal of bids received after the Bid Deadline for any reason whatso-
ever. Information to Bidders relating to this Request for Bids (“RFB”) is on fi le and open 
for public inspection at the offi ces of JMAA.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest most responsive and responsible Bidder as de-
termined by JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Information for Bidders. 
The Information for Bidders contains, among other things, a copy of this Advertisement 
for Bids, Instructions to Bidders, and an Agreement to be executed by JMAA and the 
lowest and most responsive and responsible Bidder. Any Addendums issued clarify-
ing and/or changing plans and specifi cations; clarifying and/or changing instructions in 
the Instruction to Bidders; and/or answering questions in relation to the Instructions to 
Bidders, including plans and specifi cations, shall become part of the Information for Bid-
ders. Plans and specifi cations related to the Work are considered part of the Agreement.

The Information for Bidders, including plans and specifi cations, is on fi le and open for 
public inspection at JAN at the following address:

Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
100 International Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39208
Telephone: (601) 664-3516
Facsimile: (601) 939-3713
Attention: Chad G Parker, Director of Procurement

A copy of the plans and specifi cations for the Work are being made available via digital 
and original paper copy. Plan holders may register and order plans and specifi cations 
from the Jackson Blueprint Online Plan Room website (http://planroom.jaxblue.com). 
There is no charge for registration or to view the documents online. Documents are non-
refundable and must be purchased through the website. All plan holders are required 
to have a valid email address for registration. A printed bid set is $75.00 plus $20.00 
shipping and applicable sales tax and an electronic downloadable set is $25.00 plus 
applicable sales tax. Bid Documents may be picked up or shipped to the person mak-
ing the request. Documents will not be distributed or mailed, however, until payment is 
received. For questions regarding website registration and online orders please contact 
Jackson Blueprint & Supply at (601) 353-5803.

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifi cations for the Work by Ad-
dendum issued before the Bid Deadline; to reject any and all bids; to waive informalities 
in the bidding process; and to hold and examine bids for up to ninety (90) days before 
awarding the Contract to perform the Work.

If it becomes necessary to revise any aspect of this Request for Bids or to provide ad-
ditional information to Bidders, JMAA will issue one or more Addenda by posting on 
JMAA’s website (https://jmaa.com/corporate/partner-with-us/procurement/). JMAA will 
also endeavor to deliver a copy of each Addendum, to all persons on record with JMAA 
as receiving a copy of the Information for Bidders, via email.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 20% for the Work solicited by this 
RFB. JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

7-23-2020 7/30/2020

LEGAL

7-30-2020  8/6/2020  8/13/2020    
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GRANT PROGRAM
MISSISSIPPIMISSISSIPPI
BACK TO BUSINESS Fo� more information and to apply,

visi� backtobusinessms.org

Your business could qualify for up to $25,000 with 
the Back to Business Mississippi grant program. 
This grant is designed to help businesses in 
Mississippi with 50 or fewer employees recover 
from the economic impact of COVID-19.

You� small business 
could qualify fo� a gr�n�

U. S. Congressmen 
John Lewis and Bennie 
Thompson attended the 
fi rst Grand Celebration 
and Gala for the Missis-
sippi Civil Rights Museum 
February 23-24, 2018, at 
the Jackson Convention 
Center. Both congress-
men, along with other dis-
tinguished guests, were 
honored by Friends of 
Mississippi Civil Rights, 
Inc. who sponsored the 
event.

Lewis received the Life-
time Achievement Award 
and Thompson received 
the Chairman’s Award.

Also honored were Rita 
Schwerner Bender who 
received the Equal Jus-
tice Award; Ruby Bridges 
Hall who received the 
Fannie Lou Hammer 
Legacy Award; and Rep-
resentative Robert Clark 
who received the Medgar 
Evers Legacy Award.

Lewis, whose birthday 
was February 21, was 
surprised by the presen-
tation of a birthday cake. 

The event was co-
chaired by Represen-
tative Sonya Williams-
Barnes, Dist. 119 and 
Judge Carlos Moore.

Congressman John Lewis: A Memorable Event 

Honorees l-r:  Thompson,  Hall,  Lewis, Bender, Clark

Lewis and Hall

Lewis speaking    PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

Lewis prepares to cut his surprise birthday cake.
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Congressman John 
Lewis visited Two Muse-
ums in Jackson February 
24, 2018. On this occa-
sion Lewis was present-
ed a personal guitar with 
his name on it by Mayor 
Choke Lumumba and 
Clarksdale Police Chief 
Sandra Williams. 

Also visiting the Two 
Museums with Lewis were 
U.S. Congressman Cedric 
Richmond, 2nd Congres-
sional District, Louisiana; 
U. S. Senator Cory Booker 
from New Jersey and U.S. 
Congressman Bennie 
Thompson, Mississippi 
2nd Congressional Dis-
trict.

Congressman John Lewis: Two Museums 

(: l-r) Congressman Bennie Thompson, Congressman Cedric Richmond, Judge Carlos Moore (standing)  
and Congressman John Lewis

(l-r)  Mayor Choke Lumumba, NAACP President, Derrick Johnson, Congressman John Lewis and Clarksdale Police Chief 
Sandra Williams.

(l-r) Congressman Bennie Thompson, Congressman Cory Booker and Con-
gressman John Lewis

Congressman Thompson, Congressman Booker, Congressman Lewis, and Director of Two Museums, Pa-
mela Junior.  PHOTOS BY KEVIN BRADLEY



Sundays just don’t seem to 
last.

You get up, attend church, at-
tend fellowship, rush home for 
dinner, maybe more church in 
the evening. And before you 
know it, Sunday’s over and 
you’re left trying to remember 
what you learned to get you 
through the week. But maybe, 
says Robert P. Jones in “White 
Too Long,” it’s time to examine 
what you learned that you don’t 
remember.

Nearly 180 years ago, at a 
convention of members of the 

Baptist church, the issue was 
raised about whether there was 
room in Christianity for slave-
holding. In the days following 
the gathering, Reverend Basil 
Manly, former pastor of the 
First Baptist Church of Charles-
ton, sent out a letter demand-
ing confi rmation that indeed, a 
Godly man could have slaves. 
When his group received a 
swift denial, Manley and other 
church leaders split and formed 
their own organization, a move 
that ultimately led to the for-
mation of the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC), the coun-
try’s largest Christian denomi-

nation.
And until about forty years 

ago, says Jones, this pro-slav-
ery stance and the white su-
premacist roots went largely 
unexamined by white Baptists. 
Politics were not always men-
tioned with these issues then – 
at least, not like they are now.

Lest we point fi ngers unfairly, 
however, Jones says that racism 
is not just a Southern Baptist 
Convention notion: the same is-
sues crop up in Catholicism and 
other denominations, as well as 
other areas of the U.S. Overall, 
he states that white Christianity 
has been the biggest, ‘til-now-

unchallenged reason for the 
propagation of white power and 
dominance.

So what can be done?
Rather than merely removing 

or destroying statues honor-
ing white supremacists, many 
cities are also placing markers 
honoring integration and black 
leaders. We can pay attention to 
our histories, and recognize our 
own most complex truths. And, 
he says, time will also help – 
it has to, because our nation’s 
souls are at risk.

The fi rst – perhaps only – 
thing you’ll need to know about 
“White Too Long” is that it’s 

deep. Bottom-of-the-ocean 
deep. Like, all-thirteen-verses-
of-”Amazing-Grace” deep. 
It’s not even close to what you 
might consider to be a casual 
read.

As the founder of Public 
Religion Research Institute 
and a man who grew up in the 
Southern Baptist church, au-
thor Robert P. Jones bases his 
material here on his own solid 
studies, as well as theology and 
personal background. That’s all 
good, but the depth of the con-
tent and meaning of this infor-
mation also results in ideas that 
circle back and back again, and 

that can make the mind reel in 
befuddlement. You may have to 
read a sentence (or a paragraph) 
two or three times to get the full 
impact of it, or to understand 
what’s before or after it. This 
can feel like a very long sermon 
on a very sleepy Sunday morn-
ing.

Beware that there’s contro-
versy all over this book but in 
today’s world, it’s an absolute 
must-read – as long as you give 
yourself time for thought. If 
you are a theologian especially, 
or are fi ghting racism, “White 
Too Long” might not be long 
enough.

 By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

BOOK REVIEW:

WHITE TOO LONG:WHITE TOO LONG:
THE LEGACY OF WHITE SUPREMACY IN AMERICAN THE LEGACY OF WHITE SUPREMACY IN AMERICAN 
CHRISTIANITYCHRISTIANITY
BY ROBERT P. JONES
C.2020, SIMON & SCHUSTER
$28.00 / $37.00 CANADA • 320 PAGES
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WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS 
JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND 
BLUES STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR 
FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S 
AND 90’S. TUNE IN TO HEAR JUST 
THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND 
TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 
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Congressman John Robert Lewis
Crosses Over Edmund Pettus Bridge One More Time

Selma, Al • Sunday, July 26, 2020
PHOTOS BY CONNIE F. SMITH-LINDSEY
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Hinds County Distance Learning Support – 

Contact HCSD Technology Department!

HCSD returning 

student enrollment 

process

Parent of returning students, please visit the 
HCSD website and click on Online Enrollment 
Help which will take you to the Active Parent 
Portal. Active student codes were mailed with 
student fi nal report cards. If you do not have a 
code, please contact your school. For issues, with 
login, please call the technology hotline at 601-
857-7022.

Visit enrollhindscountyschools.com for more 
information. Explore our district website for more 
information and updates at www.hinds.k12.ms.us 
.

HCSD Kindergarten 

registration open

Parents, Bolton/Edwards Elementary, Gary 
Road Elementary, Raymond Elementary, 
and Utica Elementary School kindergarten 
registration for the 2020 – 2021 school year is 
now opened. Contact your school to today or 
visit enrollhindscountyschools.com for more 
information.

Hinds County School District Weekly Update

ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE
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